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Library Square 
development clears 
Council, vote moves 

project to tender

By Brock Weir

The development of  Library Square 
took a significant step forward at the 
last Council meeting of  2019, with local 
lawmakers signing off  on the budget to 
make it a reality.

Council gave the green light to an 
increased budget of  nearly $52 million, 
with a few conditions attached to their 
approval: tendering on the project can 
only go forward if  the final costs of  the 

By Brock Weir

Just a few short weeks ago, there was 
a stir amongst students at Aurora High 
School.

A football landing on a roof  is not 
normally a cause for too much concern, 
but this was no ordinary football; it was 
a football that had, in recent months, 
become synonymous with student 
Aaron Bank-Sedore, a budding athlete 
who lost his life to suicide this past fall.

Following his passing, his friends and 

fellow students were gifted his favourite 
football by his family and it had been 
making the rounds of  the school, 
collecting signatures along the way, in 
his memory.

One over-zealous toss, however, 
sent the ball skyward, landing in a 
precarious position just out of  sight, 
and the students didn’t know what to 
do – after all, if  someone had to climb 
up on a school roof  every time a ball 
landed up there, there would hardly be 
a chance to pack away the ladder – but 
once word spread that it was Aaron’s 

ball up there, the school sprang into 
action to retrieve it for his peers.

Aaron Bank-Sedore’s family knows 
all too well that the simple pleasure of  
throwing a football around is sometimes 
financially out of  reach for a youngster, 
and now his mom, Karen Bank, is hard 
at work creating a lasting legacy in her 
son’s name, one which is dedicated to 
helping kids from financially-challenged 
families share the passions that her son 
so enjoyed.

“What I would like to be remembered 

Aaron Bank-Sedore’s legacy will help 
kids enjoy sports and play
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HANUKAH FUN – Eli and Rachel are pictured getting crafty on Sunday, Decem-
ber 22, as the Town of Aurora and Chabad Aurora hosted a traditional Menorah Light-
ing ceremony at Town Hall. For more, see Page 23. 
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Karen Bank, pictured above 
holding a photo of son Aaron 
Bank-Sedore in his soccer 
gear, is looking to further 
her son’s legacy by helping 
to break barriers for kids to 
access sport and play. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening
Date  Time  Location    Meeting

Tuesday, January 7 9:30 a.m. Newmarket    Joint Council Committee

Wednesday, January 8 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre  Aurora Cultural Centre Board 

Thursday, January 9  7 p.m. Council Chambers   Committee of Adjustment

Tuesday, January 14 5:45 p.m Holland Room   Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, January 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers   General Committee

Wednesday, January 15 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library   Aurora Public Library Board

Tuesday, January 21 5:45 p.m. Holland Room   Finance Advisory Committee

Tuesday, January 21 7 p.m. Council Chambers   Public Planning

Thursday, January 23 6 p.m. Council Chambers   Aurora Appeal Tribunal 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

What’s Happening

Register for Winter 2020 Recreation  
Programs 
 
Registration is now open for our winter recreation programs.   
Please check out the Winter 2020 Program Guide for details by 
visiting aurora.ca/recguide. 

Register for Winter 2020 Aquatics  
Programs

Registration is now open for the Town’s winter aquatics  
programs. Residents can register online or in-person. Please 
check out the Winter 2020 Program Guide for details by 
visiting aurora.ca/recguide.

Club Aurora open house on January 18

Please join us on Saturday, January 18 at Club Aurora’s 
open house from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This event will include free 
classes and more. For details, visit aurora.ca/clubaurora.

Christmas tree pick up is scheduled for the 
week of January 20

Aurora’s 2020 Waste & Recycling Guide has been delivered.  
To view the guide online, please visit  
aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.
 
 A reminder that Christmas tree pick up is during the week of 
January 20, 2020.  
 

S t r o n a c h  A u r o r a  R e c r e a t i o n  C o m p l e x

2  P. M .  -  4  P. M .   L e i s u r e  S w i m  
4  P. M .  -  7  P. M .   M e e t  &  G r e e t  
                     W i t h  M a y o r  M r a k a s  &  T o w n  C o u n c i l
4  P. M .  -  7  P. M .   P u b l i c  S k a t e  
                     ( T i g e r s  j o i n  f r o m  4 : 3 0  P. M .  -  5 : 3 0  P. M . )
4  P. M .  -  7  P. M .   C a k e , C r a f t s , F a c e  P a i n t i n g  &  V e n d o r s
7 : 3 0  P. M .         H o c k e y  G a m e  A u r o r a  T i g e r s  J u n i o r  A  
                    V S  M a r k h a m  R o y a l s  

1 4 0 0  We l l i n g t o n  S t r e e t  E a s t

25 2020JANUARY

a u r o r a . c a / l e v e e   * P l e a s e  n o t e ,  w e  r e s e r v e  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  c a n c e l ,  
a m e n d  o r  c h a n g e  
a c t i v i t i e s

# A u r o r a L e v e e

2 P.M. TO 9:30 P.M.SATURDAY

All
Activities

FREE!

T o w n  o f  A u r o r a  M a y o r  &  C o u n c i l  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  o u r

NEW YEAR’S

LEVEE

Stay active indoors by using the Chartwell 
Walking Track

Rain or shine, stay active indoors at the Chartwell Walking Track! 
Located within the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, the track is 
FREE for all users and is open during facility operating hours.

Notice of service disruptions 

Please see below for a scheduled service disruption at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC):

• The gymnasium will be closed from Monday, January 6 to 
Thursday, January 16 for maintenance. The indoor track is 
closed from Monday, January 6 to Thursday, January 9. 
Desjardins Day - Family Open Gym and Youth Basketball Drop-in 
will be held on January 22 (previously January 8). 

Please see below for a scheduled service disruption at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC):

• All skate times will be cancelled at the SARC on Friday, 
January 31 and Saturday, February 1. Regular scheduled 
skate times will resume on Sunday, February 2. 

We apologize for any inconvenience. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/notices.

January Skylight Gallery artist
 
The Skylight Gallery artist for January is Angela Hennessey. 

Angela is an elected Member of the Society of Canadian 
Artists. Her exhibit is called Glue, Paper, Scissors. This award 
winning artist/printmaker, works using solvent-free, non-
toxic techniques and materials including linocuts, woodcuts, 
lithography, collagraphy, screen-printing, etching, drypoint 
and collage. In the past year, she has started to use her prints 
as well as other decorative papers in collage work to reduce, 
reuse, recycle and repurpose.  

This exhibit is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to  
4:30 p.m. in the Skylight Gallery at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd 
floor.

Upcoming programs at the Aurora Public 
Library

Check out the upcoming programs at the Aurora Public Library. 
For more information visit, aurorapl.ca or call  
905-727-9494.

Meet the Seasons: Newcomer Nature Tour
Enjoy the first of a fun, interactive introduction to the four 
seasons in Aurora. Please come dressed for seasonal weather 
as part of the class is spent outdoors. All ages are welcome.
In partnership with the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority.
Date: Saturday, January 11 
Time: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Register at bit.ly/2pJsPHX 

Newcomer Women’s Meetup
Newcomer women to Canada or Aurora are invited to a 
bi-weekly Tuesday meetup to meet new people, share ideas 
and learn more about our community.  
 
Each meetup includes refreshments and a special focus or 
speaker.
Date: Tuesdays starting January 7
Time: 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Register at bit.ly/2Wn8ST2 or drop into the Lebovic Room.

Queer Reads
Come enjoy refreshments, meet new people and talk LGBTQ2S 
books with local author Nikki Donadio.  
 
January’s book selection is Tomboy Survival Guide by Ivan 
Coyote. Ages 16+
Date: Thursday, January 9 
Time: 7 p.m. to 8:30 pm.
Register at bit.ly/2YZiNzJ or drop into the Multi-Use room.
 
 

Club Aurora Wellness Seminar on Fitness 
Machines 101

Register today for Club Aurora’s Wellness Seminar - Fitness  
Machines 101. Session dates are: January 5, January 18,  
February 23 and March 15. For more information, visit  
aurora.ca/fitness.

Notice Board
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora is in receipt of the following Complete Application(s) under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION: A proposed Zoning By-law Amendment application has been made to rezone a portion of the 
subject lands from E1(206) and E1(256) to a common E1(XX) Exception Zone to facilitate the extension of the 
existing Aurora Montessori School on site. 

PROPERTY:  330 Industrial Parkway  

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 85, Concession 1 East of 
Yonge Street (EYS), Parts 2, 5 & 7

APPLICANT: Kashani & Co. Investments Inc.     

FILE NUMBER: ZBA-2019-04

RELATED APPLICATIONS: At this time, there are no other 
applications under the Planning Act, R.S.O 1990, c. P.13, as 
amended, pertaining to the subject lands.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Additional information and material regarding the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment application is available 
for public inspection at the Town of Aurora office located at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1, Monday 
to Friday between 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Please contact Matthew Peverini of the Planning and Development 
Services Department at 905-727-3123 extension 4350 or at mpeverini@aurora.ca.  

Should you wish to provide comments, they may be provided by mail to the Planning and Development Services 
Department at the same address above, by fax to 905-726-4736 or by email to planning@aurora.ca prior to the 
meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

A Statutory Public Meeting to obtain input on the proposal will be scheduled in the future.  Notice of the Public 
Meeting will be provided in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13.

INFORMATION ABOUT PRESERVING YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS:

Zoning By-Law:

If a person or a public body would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of 
Aurora to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal but the person or public body does not make oral submissions at 
a public meeting or make written submissions to the Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, the person or 
public body is not entitled to appeal the decision. 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are 
reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora on the proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment, you must make a written request to the Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning 
and Development Services. If you have received this notice as an owner of a property containing seven (7) or 
more residential units, the Town requires that you post this notice in a location that is visible to all the residents. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION COLLECTION NOTICE

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public record and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal 
code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora ON 
L4G 6J1 905-727-3123. 

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 2nd day of January, 2020.

Acclaimed novel “Scarborough” selected 
for One Book One Aurora 2020

By Brock Weir

It is said that the best authors write 
what they know, letting their personal 
experiences inform what they put down 
on the page. That’s exactly what author 
Catherine Hernandez did in her acclaimed 
debut novel, Scarborough. But what she 
put down on the page also helped challenge 
her previously-held misconceptions about 
the Toronto neighbourhood she returned 
to, providing a voice to individuals who 
had, unbeknownst to her, felt voiceless 
along the way.

Ms. Hernandez exploration of  the 
diverse Toronto borough is the 2020 
selection for the Aurora Public Library’s 
One Book One Aurora program.

One Book One Aurora is the Aurora 
Public Library’s (APL) annual campaign 
to get all of  Aurora reading from the same 
page. In the months ahead, small lending 
libraries will be popping up around the 
community laden with copies of  Ms. 
Hernandez’ novel to pick up free-of-
charge to read, return and/or pass along 
to other readers.

A year-long series of  programming 
based on the themes of  the novel will also 
be rolled out, themes of  which can be 
both challenging and uplifting.

“Scarborough is about community, so 
I am always happy when a community 
bands together to go and look at a piece 
of  literature, or any kind of  piece of  art, 
and then share their thoughts with one 
another,” says Ms. Hernandez. “Any 
possibility for community members to 
convene and share space intellectually 
and physically is, for me, just a wonderful 
opportunity.”

A finalist for the Trillium Book Award 
and the City of  Toronto Book Award, 
Scarborough is billed as the story of  an 
inner-city community “suffering under 
the weight of  poverty, drugs, crime and 
urban blight. Scarborough, the novel, 
employs a multitude of  voices to tell 
the story of  a tight-knit neighbourhood 
under fire: among them, Victor, a black 
artist harassed by police; Winsum, a 
West Indian restaurant owner struggling 
to keep it together; and Hina, a Muslim 
school worker who witnesses first-hand 
the impact of  poverty on education. And 

then there are the three kids who work 
to rise above a system that consistently 
fails them: Bing, a gay Filipino boy who 
lives under the shadow of  his father’s 
mental illness; Sylvie, Bing’s best friend, a 
Native girl whose family struggles to find 
a permanent home to live in; and Laura, 
whose history of  neglect by her mother is 
destined to repeat itself  with her father.”

Speaking to The Auroran of  the 
themes she hopes the community is able to 
explore through the reading of  her work, 
Ms. Hernandez says the “number one 
thing to consider as community members 
is whose needs are the priority?”

“Why are those people made priority 
more often than not?” she asks. “Let’s 
look at privilege and what does that mean 
for access to basic needs? Those kinds of  
questions can be very difficult for people 
to deal with, to question, ‘Why do I have 
more access than others?’ and then to 
consider, ‘Why are those systems in place 
that make those different levels of  access 
present?’ That’s the number one thing I 
want people to take away when it comes 
to my book because one character who 
is the facilitator at the literacy centre, 
she is dealing with a system that is really 
working against her and she is a frontline 
worker who understands the needs of  
a community and everything she does 
that is right, that is just, is actually against 
policy and against the rules. I think we 
just need to consider why those rules 
are in place. Who is it serving? If  we ask 
ourselves those questions, I think we will 
build strong communities.”

Ms. Hernandez asked herself  those 
very questions when she found herself  
living in Scarborough. Having grown up 
in the community since she was 10-years-
old, she says she always felt it was a place 
full of  stories, but didn’t think “those 
stories had any real value.” Earlier writing, 
she said, made “caricatures” of  people 
living in the community and “some of  the 
writing I have done in the past I am not 
entirely proud of  because my politics were 
definitely different back then.”

“I was always extremely ashamed of  
my neighbourhood just because it was low 
income and I always thought Downtown 
Toronto was the place to be, especially as 
an artist,” she says. “I always felt like I was 
on my way out of  Scarborough and when 
living downtown my writing sort of  had 
a surface quality to it, a really superficial 
quality. I had these clever moments, but 
I never felt like it could get any deeper 
when it came to character development. 
What I didn’t know at the time, because of  
where I was right near Queen’s Quay, my 
writing was sort of  stifled by the superficial 
nature of  the people who are downtown. 
In Scarborough, there is really nothing to 
hide between us.

“A lot of  time when we’re sharing 
space, I find the conversations are very in-
depth and there’s no pretense, nothing to 
hide behind. The quality of  conversation 
between you is so much more genuine 
and I didn’t know any of  this until my 
daughter and I actually had to flee an 
abusive relationship. We had to come to 
Scarborough and live with my parents 

and sister for about six months. We 
were in precarious housing until I got a 
basement apartment where I started a 
home daycare.

“I remember being in a room with 
all of  our belongings and one of  those 
grocery carts and thinking to myself, I am 
back at square one? I have to rebuild all 
over again, not knowing this was to be 
the emphasis of  writing this book because 
when I returned to Scarborough there 
was this voice inside of  me saying, ‘Be still. 
Stop thinking that Scarborough is a place 
you escape and be here.’ I did exactly that. 
I made Scarborough my home instead 
of  being ashamed of  it and I decided to 
really and truly listen to the conversations 
that were very familiar to me.”

Next Week: Ms. Hernandez re-discovers her 
voice, and finds the voice of  an entire community.

Catherine Hernandez 

Contributed photo
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

It’s an annual tradition that I hold 
close to my heart, although I have 
to admit that not everyone in my 
immediate vicinity around the holiday 
season always shares my enthusiasm.

Personally, Christmas Day truly 
doesn’t begin until the Queen’s 
Christmas Message has been delivered.

Some scoff  as I suggest holding 
off  on the merriment to see what our 
Head of  State has to say in what is one 
of  her very few speeches each year 
that reflect her own personal thoughts 
on the state of  the world rather than 
those of  Prime Ministers and Ministers 
of  the Crown in any of  the sixteen 
Commonwealth nations over which 
she reigns.

In the true spirit of  Christmas, I hold 
off  on any self-congratulatory remarks 
as I look about the room at everyone 
else who happens to be there, taking 
a mental picture of  everyone settled 
in and engaged with what the Queen 
has to say, but I also take mental notes 
of  the words themselves as they often 
strike a chord with me.

This year, speaking from Windsor 
Castle, the Queen reflected upon the 
spirit of  reconciliation, a concept we 
in Canada have been grappling with 
collectively over the years. Tackling 
reconciliation in a broad stroke, she 
began her message musing on the 
fiftieth anniversary of  Neil Armstrong 
and the first human footsteps on the 
Moon.

“It is a reminder for us that all giant 
leaps often start with small steps,” she 
said, before touching upon another 
important international anniversary 
marked in 2019, that being the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of  D-Day. 
“On the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of  that decisive battle, in a true sprit 
of  reconciliation, those who had 
formally been sworn enemies came 
together in friendly commemorations 
on either side of  the Channel. 
Putting past differences behind them, 
such reconciliation seldom happens 
overnight. It takes patience and time 
to rebuild trust, and progress often 
comes through small steps.

“Since the end of  the Second World 
War, many charities, groups and 
organizations have worked to promote 
peace and unity around the world, 
bringing together those who have been 
on opposing sides. By being willing to 
put past differences behind us, and 
move forward together, we honour the 

freedom and democracy once won for 
us at so great a cost.”

Looking back on the year that was, 
I wonder how those charities, groups 
and organizations that built so many 
important and invaluable bridges 
after the Second World War – and, 
indeed, after so many of  our other 
past conflicts – would have fared in the 
heated and polarized environment we 
find ourselves living in today.

From my own perspective, and I am 
sure I am not alone in this, division 
– political and otherwise – became 
a hallmark 2019. While it has been 
generally smoother sailing on the 
municipal side of  things, one doesn’t 
have to look too far to see enduring 
chasms – again, political and otherwise 
– which only widened over the course 
of  the past twelve months.

At Queen’s Park, we have significant 
labour unrest facing our students.

On the Federal front, Canadians 
went to the polls in the fall, putting 
their trust in a minority government 
led by the Liberal Party, an unenviable 
situation for any party or hopeful 
looking to come out on top, tasked 
with bridging significant gulfs between 
party lines in an effort to stay afloat; 
a tall order given the over-the-top 
rhetoric – including very personal 
rhetoric that had very little to do with 
the policies that matter – from all sides 
of  the electoral fight.

South of  our border, the year ended 
with a Presidential impeachment for 
just the third time in history amid a 
bitterly and painfully divided system 
of  government that is more focused 
on stealing focus, sowing the seeds 
of  dissent, and bitterly besmirching 
political rivals rather than tackling any 
issues that are of  importance to the 
day-to-day lives of  Americans.

Across the pond, over at the Palace 
of  Westminster, there’s a renewed and 
embittered mandate to get Brexit done 

after what was, in my observation, one 
of  the most disgustingly bitter political 
battles in recent memory when it 
comes to parliamentary democracies.

And on and on it goes.
Yet, as we begin a New Year, I’m not 

without hope – and neither, it seems, is 
The Queen.

“The challenges many people face 
today may be different to those once 
faced by my generation, but I have 
been struck by how new generations 
have brought a similar sense of  
purpose to issues such as protecting 
our environment and our climate,” 
The Queen continued, going on to 
draw parallels with the heart of  the 
Christmas story, the birth of  a child. 
“Jesus Christ would show the world how 
small steps, taken in faith and in hope, 
have overcome long-held differences 
and deep-seated frustrations, to bring 
harmony and understanding. Many of  
us already try to follow in his footsteps. 
The path, of  course, is not always 
smooth, and may at times this year, 
have felt quite bumpy, but small steps 
can make a world of  difference. 

“It’s a timely reminder of  what 
positive things can be achieved when 
people set aside past differences and 
come together in the spirit of  friendship 
and reconciliation. As we look forward 
to the start of  a new decade, it is worth 
remembering that it is often the small 
steps, not the giant leaps, that bring 
about the most lasting change.”

So, there you have it. A call for small 
steps, not giant leaps, in the interest of  
fostering lasting change.

This, in my view, is far more 
significant than any New Year’s 
Resolutions that might be percolating 
away on the front burner for the first 
few days of  this New Year, before 
inching backwards to a cold element 
near the back. And, most importantly, 
they can be attainable.

Instead of  your personal New Year’s 
resolutions, I would like to know what 
small steps you are considering this 
year in the spirit of  reconciliation, 
unity, building a bridge, or finding a 
resolution.

I know that since The Queen 
delivered her message on December 
25, I have been working on my own 
list. Now, the next step is charting a 
course of  action. 

Please share your thoughts with at 
brock@auroran.com
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Welcoming Arms is a registered 
charity in Aurora serving our 
neighbours in need, offering two weekly 
community meals, the Bridging the Gap 
program (monthly access to grocery gift 
cards, toiletries, support and referrals 
to other agencies for eligible Aurorans, 
open three times per week, over 1,200 
visits per year), and seasonal programs 
- Income Tax Preparation, Giving 
Garden, Christmas Assistance. 

Originally founded by several 
churches to coordinate and centralize 
efforts to support those in need (of  any 
faith), many of  our 200 volunteers and 
some financial partnership is now from 
seven churches (Aurora Cornerstone, 
Aurora United, The Campus-
Bathurst, The Campus-Bayview, Our 
Lady of  Grace Catholic, St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian and Trinity Anglican) – 
plus from an increasing number of  
other caring community members and 
organizations!

During this “season of  giving”, we 
gratefully received support from all 
those organizing, contributing to and 
attending fundraisers like the Welcome 
Table Trivia Night at Trinity Anglican 
(Joy Marshall and team, plus sponsors), 
Catch the Ace Lottery – Aurora Legion 
(Lori Hoyes and Team), Empty Bowls 
(Pine Tree Potters Guild – Jacqueline 
Adamek and team, plus sponsors), 
Country Day School Junior School – 
Non-Uniform Day Donations (Kaitlyn 
Saunders and Team), and Mayor Tom 
Mrakas, Aurora Town Council and all 
other attendees and donors. Thank you.

We are grateful for the partnerships 
and donations from local organizations 
and individuals as well. Thank you to:

• The ABLE Network, who share 
office space with us and volunteer 
extensively to support set up for our 
programs - Barb Allan, Celine Tremblay 
and team

• Partners at Trinity Anglican’s 
Clothes Closet, Aurora United’s Rise 
& Shine Breakfast, Town of  Aurora, 
Canadian Tire Jumpstart, Aurora 
Public Library, Aurora Food Pantry, 
York Region Food Network, Inn from 
the Cold and other supportive agencies 
for collaborating to serve our shared 
clientele

• Staples Aurora and Aurora 
Optimists Back-to-School backpack 
program, giving free school supplies to 
our eligible families - store manager Dan 
Payne and Optimist Diane Buchanan

• Holy Trinity School, for giving 
their students an experiential learning/
serving opportunity at Martha’s Table 
every two weeks - Brian Csinos

• Rogers Richmond Hill, RxSource 
and Brokerlink Aurora, for employee 
teams giving back by serving at 
Welcome Table and Martha’s Table – 
company coordinators Alan Bodnar, 
Maisie Vallarta and Liz Poncelet

• 1st Golden Keys Trefoil Guild, 
student Christian Ridd (and friends), 
Gail James, our partner churches and 
many others for donating toiletries and 
household items

• Cobs Bread Newmarket and 
volunteer Phil Bittenbinder and 
team who deliver bread every week; 
a donation of  potatoes from M & S 
Murphy Farms Alliston for our meal 
programs

• Joan Crainford for donating many 
wonderful knitted items for our program 
visitors

• All donors to our Welcoming Arms 
Thanksgiving Campaign: sponsor a 
plate ($5) or meal ($100 lunch, $500 
dinner) - thank you to Tricia Wright 
(creative design), Aurora Soccer Club 

Aurora Cares, says 
Welcoming Arms

Continued on page 18
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Let’s take a break this week and 
temporarily put aside the goings on 
at the Trump White House, Queen’s 
Park and Parliament Hill and instead, 
let’s consider something else – the 
wonderful Christmas lights on Aurora 
homes.

This is my fifth such edition 
undertaking this grand adventure on 
your behalf.

I was going to rather modestly call this 
sightseeing expedition the “Stephen 
Somerville Fantastically Grand Tour 
of  Aurora Home Christmas Lights V” 
or “SSFGTAHCLV” for short. 

Unlike the other tours, this one 
would not cost you anything. Mind 
you, donations would be (and always 
are) welcome to the “Please Give 
Somerville a new 2020 450 hp 
Corvette Convertible Fund”.

The focus of  this intended column 
has changed a few times over the past 
week. 

My soon to be sixteen-year-old son, 
Ryan, and I were going to offer the 
readers a guided tour of  Christmas 
lights throughout Aurora.

Then we decided to pick out just 
a few streets from each quadrant of  
the Town, but now this column has 
evolved to just picking out, not the best 
light displays, as there is too many to 

choose from, but what we found 
interesting, or out of  the ordinary. 

It didn’t have to be the best, the most 
expensive or the most ostentatious 
display of  electrical creativity known 
to man; it simply had to catch our eye.

We drove around for just over an 
hour. The route we took was bounded 
by Kennedy Street to the south, 
Bathurst to the west, Yonge to the east 
and on the north side of  St. John’s Side 
road in the Brentwood subdivision.

I kindly suggest doing this tour just 
after 8 pm – when it is dark but not 
too late that people will have turned 
off  their lights, or worse off  the police 
may think you are casing people’s 
homes.

Make sure to stop by your favourite 

coffee shop before you proceed.
Bring the kiddies along as well.
Then turn on some Christmas 

music in the car and settle in for your 
drive through the Aurora streets. 

Without further ado, here are some 
things that caught our eye on the tour, 
but it is not a Top 10 list by any means.

My son Ryan really liked the huge 
Christmas tree on the corner of  Oak 
Court and Mark Street. The tree had 
to be fifty feet high and it was covered in 
very colourful lights. The perimeter of  
the house was covered in white lights. 
The home and tree looked wonderful 
against the freshly falling snow.

In the small Brentwood subdivision 
just north of  St. John’s Sideroad and 
near Bathurst Street, a number of  
houses on Joseph Tuck Ct, just off  of  
Woodlands Hills Blvd, are very well 
done, with the lights on one home in 
particular standing out.

This one house had five trees in 
the front yard covered in bright lights 
and the house itself  was covered in 
different lights.

Off  of  Orchard Heights, on 
Meadowwood Drive near Chadburn, 
is a home with a number of  candy cane 
lights near the driveway, supported 
by a generous amount of  Christmas 

On December 16, the Liberal 
Government issued Canada’s Fiscal Update 
– the report card on the health of  Canada’s 
economy. According to the Finance 
Minister, Canada’s economy is “strong 
and growing with some challenges.” But 
the facts about Canada’s economy call into 
question the use of  “strong and growing” 
as descriptors.

However, what should be of  greater 
concern to Canadians are the approaches 
that are being employed to address the 
“challenges”.  They may leave Canada 
even more financially at risk in the long 
term. So, what can Canadians do? Perhaps, 
we must look past the rhetoric and have an 
honest and difficult conversation about our 
economic priorities.

First, we must consider the facts.
Recent statistics indicate that Canadians 

are increasingly financially insecure. 
Household debt in Canada is at the highest 
levels on record. Over 13% of  Canadians 
are unable to pay their monthly credit card 
bills. October had the highest number of  
personal bankruptcies since the global 
financial crisis and 27% more working 
Canadians are turning to food banks to 
put food on their table. Almost half  of  all 
Canadians are within $200 of  not being 
able to make ends meet each month. 
Add to that, jobs in all sectors are leaving 
Canada. Industry job loss examples include: 
aerospace - 3,000 workers (Bombardier), 
transportation - 1,600 workers (CN Rail), 
automotive - 2,600 workers (GM Oshawa), 
and oil and gas sector over 100,000 jobs. 
Just last month, over 71,000 jobs were lost 
across the country. 

What does this tell us? Canada’s 
productivity and competitiveness are 
eroding and investors are choosing to put 
their money elsewhere. Foreign capital 
has fallen by 56% since 2015 and since 

2017 over $100 Billion of  investment into 
Canada’s energy sector has been cancelled. 

Second, we must dispel the assumption 
that Canada’s economic challenges 
are a reflection of  a global situation. 
In fact, the declining state of  Canada’s 
economy appears to be unique to Canada. 
Our economic performance is falling 
behind other G7 countries. Canada’s 
unemployment rate is worse than Japan, 
Germany, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom. Canada continues to 
lose jobs while job numbers in the US 
continue to increase. Canada’s GDP 
growth is dramatically lower than the US, 
and Canada’s GDP decreased by 0.1% in 
October, while the US GDP grew by 0.5%. 

All of  this indicates that Canada’s 
economy is neither “strong” nor “growing.” 
In fact, Economists state that Canada is at 
the beginning of  a significant economic 
slow down. 

The Liberal government’s response 
to these challenges is to increase direct 
government spending toward targeted 
individual households predominantly 
through an increase in the personal tax 
deduction and a number of  specialized 
social benefit programs. While this may 
have a positive effect in the short term 

by helping a few struggling Canadians 
make ends meet, it is not sustainable in 
the long term. This approach fails to 
address the underlying fundamentals that 
are holding our economy back such as 
an over burdensome tax and regulatory 
environment, lack of  infrastructure 
to transport goods to market, weak 
competitiveness (further weakened by 
interprovincial barriers) and a lack of  
foreign capital investment. Without 
creating the conditions where companies 
will choose to create jobs, grow and invest 
in Canada, the federal government is 
merely delaying a more severe financial 
situation rather than avoiding it. 

Furthermore, the dramatic increase in 
spending, with Canada’s deficit forecasted 
to reach $27 Billion next year alone, 
results in an unsustainable house of  cards, 
resulting in higher annual debt servicing 
charges over a longer period of  time. We, as 
Canadians, must be honest with ourselves 
and recognize that this debt is a reality that 
makes us vulnerable and severely limits 
our opportunities today and for the next 
generation.

The federal government has a duty 
to Canadians to position Canada 
economically for the future. Now is not the 
time to ignore our economic foundational 
industries. We must leverage our natural 
resources, agriculture and manufacturing 
industries by supporting their renewal and 
re-investment. 

This can only be accomplished by being 
brave enough to take on the complex 
and perhaps unpopular challenges of  
comprehensive tax and regulatory reform, 
investing in innovation and “green” 
solutions, and large nation building 
infrastructure programs. Only then will 
Canada once again be an attractive place 
for Canadians and the world to invest.

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL

Which proposed ward system would work best for Aurora? 
A) Three Wards B) Four Wards C) Five Ward  
D) Six Wards E) Keep the "At Large" system

Previous poll results

Canada’s Economic Health

By Jacqueline Stuart
Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator

Aurora Museum & Archives 
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Stephen Somerville

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Continued on page 16

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
A New Year – and a new decade! (Thursday, January 1, 2020)

In current times, New Year’s greetings are often included alongside Christmas and other holiday well wishes. A century ago, it was much more common to send 
a dedicated card with best wishes for the New Year. This New Year’s Card from c.1900 (76.24.55) features an embossed and gilt design, and an image of  
a woman in neoclassical style playing a bowl-back stringed instrument. Inside, several ornate messages, originally created by hand but printed via lithograph or 
mimeograph, make up the greeting to the recipient. The short poem appears to be unknown outside this printing.

New Year, 
New Council

The other night I turned off  the news 
in despair. With the Canadian and British 
national elections behind us, broadcasters 
can now devote even more of  their time to 
the United States election later this year – 
not to mention impeachment proceedings. 

Too bad it is not a municipal election 
year. Issues easily understood by the voters; 
no political parties; no snide comments 
about other candidates. All would be 
sweetness and light and for the benefit of  
the town. Why not take a trip back to one 
of  those contests, in those simpler days?

Poof! I was in January of  1890. But 
apparently the Aurora election, held on 
January 3, had not gone quite so smoothly 
as expected.

At the very last moment, on nomination 
day itself, just a week before the election 
, someone declared that he would run 
against the incumbent mayor, Horace 
D. Lundy. It had been generally assumed 
that Mr. Lundy would be elected by 
acclamation. (As it turned out, Mr. Lundy 
did win handily.)

Mr. Lundy’s opponent, William Linton, 
had been going to stand for one of  the three 
councillor positions in the south ward. No 
one else had stepped in when he withdrew 
to run for mayor, so another election would 
have to be held in that ward.

“South ward?” That almost brought 
me back to the present! What were the 
boundaries of  those old wards? There 
were three horizontal bands. North Ward: 
north side of  Wellington and everything 
north of  that. Centre Ward: south side of  
Wellington down to north sides of  Tyler 
and Mosley. South Ward: south sides of  
Tyler and Mosley and everything south of  
that. Each elected three councillors.

Happily, this divided the 1890 population 
of  about 1,700 more or less evenly. The 
more than 59,000 Aurorans of  today are 
spread out, rather lumpily, within much 
wider town boundaries.

It turned out that there would be yet 
another vacant seat at that 1890 council 
table. At the first meeting of  the new 
council, Reeve Herbert W. Fleury resigned. 
The reeve was the Town’s representative 
on the county [now regional] council

Young Mr. Fleury, aged 29, was co-
owner of  the all-important Fleury plow 
factory. I made some enquiries, but none 
of  my contacts was able to explain his 
resignation. The local paper stated that it 
did not know the reason. I had a look at 
the Newmarket paper, which did not have 
to be so cautious, and it reported that Mr. 
Fleury said he would not sit with the men 
elected. But he had served with two-thirds 
of  them on the previous council and their 
re-elections were not surprising, so why 
had he run? (He would later return to the 
local political fray and serve eight terms as 
mayor.)

So much for sweetness and light! I hung 
around just long enough to attend the 
nomination meeting for the empty seats, 
and as a taxpayer, even one visiting from 
the future, I was glad to learn that another 
election was not necessary: both vacancies 
were filled by acclaimed nominees. Then 
for me it was back to the present, and that 
man to the south. 

Aurora Christmas Lights V
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tender remains within a maximum of  
5 per cent of  the figures approved on 
December 17, and that staff  report 
back on the status of  grant applications 
before the final tender is awarded.

The approval followed a lively debate 
over financing and the timing of  the 
project, as well as a presentation from 
Robin McDougall, Aurora’s Director 
of  Community Services, on some of  the 
aesthetic and technical changes made 
to designs since they were last before 
Council to contain the budget figures.

Ahead of  the approval, proceedings 
received some pointed criticism from 
Councillor John Gallo on the timing of  
the project. (See article opposite) Over 
the course of  the debate, Councillor 
Gallo sought assurances that Council’s 
pre-Christmas approval of  going out 
to tender would not impact any grants, 
which could fund more than $30 million 
of  the Library Square development, 
going forward.

“For those who know me, and while 
it may not sound this way, I am a huge 
proponent of  the humanities and the 

arts and everything that this project 
stands for,” said Councillor Gallo. “I 
have been since the Cultural Centre, 
the new things the Library is doing, they 
are really phenomenal and it is a huge 
part of  my life. I want to get it right and 
I want to do everything I possibly can to 
get it right and do right by the Town.”

Responding to the comments, Mayor 
Tom Mrakas said debate around the 
table is what is “needed” and “expected 
of  each and every one of  us sitting at 
this table.”

“That is what this project needs: for 
each of  us to challenge every step of  
the way to make sure what we’re doing 
is right and I think what we’re doing is 
right,” said Mayor Mrakas. “To me, this 
is an exciting time, this is another step, 
and it has been a long time coming.”

He went on to cite more than 20 
years of  consultations and public input 
sessions logged to get to this point, 
while also mentioning the work of  
the last Council, which approved the 
motion he put forward with Councillor 
Michael Thompson, to increase focus 
on redeveloping an area of  downtown 
called Aurora’s “cultural precinct” with 
an aim towards revitalization.

“I am proud…we’re taking this next 
step,” he continued. “It is going to be 
that much more exciting when we award 
the tender. As I said before, my promise 
is I can’t guarantee that the Province is 
going to give us that funding, but what 
I can guarantee to the residents of  this 
community and this Council is I am 
going to worked my damned hardest 
to ensure the Province understands 
the importance of  this project to this 
municipality, to this Region, and I can 
tell you they’re excited about it. The 
Minister is excited about it, the Premier 
is excited about it… this is an exciting 
project moving forward. Everything 
points to this going to happen. We’re 
all excited about it and I am proud of  
each and every one of  us for taking this 
step.”

Similar enthusiasm was offered 
by the balance of  Council, including 
Councillor Thompson who said 
revitalization of  the Downtown Core 
has been a “key objective” for every 
term of  Council in recent memory.

Library Square designs, budget get Council green light

“We have all had different thoughts 
and ideas of  how to go about it,” he 
said. “I believe that the majority, if  
not all members of  Council, feel that 
this could very well be a significant 
catalyst to helping the revitalization of  
downtown, but it is not just the only step, 
we continue to look and explore other 
avenues and opportunities in which to 
continue to build up our downtown and 
create a gathering place, as we have 
talked about for many years.”

Councillor Harold Kim said he 
has watched “this four-year journey” 
carefully and expressed his appreciation 
for his fellow Council members who 
have “contributed” to the discussion.

“In the end, I believe iron sharpens 
iron and…regardless of  some of  the 
comments made around the table…you 
help to sharpen our own opinions and, 
in fact, change our opinions, whether 
they be right there on the spot or in 
between meetings,” he said. “I just want 
to thank everyone. Even though we 
have disagreements, we have a common 
goal [to] do this right.”

Added Councillor Sandra Humfryes: 
“We have talked about revitalizing the 
Downtown for so long and…we’re 
finally doing it. This is the part where it 

is actually going to get done. It’s tough, 
it’s a lot of  money, but we have the 
funds there for something spectacular 
and special. I really believe that if  you 
have the vision, this is more than worth 
it.”

Similarly, Councillor Rachel 
Gilliland said she’s encouraged by the 
interest the Province has shown in 
the Library Square project, as well as 
the “excitement” she has heard from 
residents of  the community.

“This project alone just shows that 
we are willing to invest in our Town and 
we are proud of  our Town,” she said. 
“This is a step in the right direction 
and we are investing in the people 
today. I think it is important that all 
the residents have something we can 
all enjoy through arts and culture and 
revitalization. This project really does 
put Aurora on the map and put this in 
a positive direction of  revitalizing our 
downtown core, which is really what I 
think this term and this Council really 
wants to focus on. This is a historic 
moment and I think we should all be 
really proud of  the outcome and where 
we started.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner was 
absent from the meeting.

16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON  L3X 1V6
      905-853-9889     1-800-211-1881    905-853-6115   
     Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org    www.christineelliottmpp.ca

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

Have a safe and Happy New Year 
and may 2020 bring you good 
health and great happiness.

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

An artists’ rendering of how the  
Council-approved design for Library Square 
will look in the winter and (inset) summertime.  

Images courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

Ask us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about our
EBERTS SCHOLARSHIPEBERTS SCHOLARSHIPEBERTS SCHOLARSHIP
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Grade 9 or 10 students! Grade 9 or 10 students! Grade 9 or 10 students! 

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE  |  Saturday, January 11, 10am - 1pm  

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

CDS_KWS_2019-12-09_FINAL.indd   1 2019-12-06   1:44 PM

Library Square financing at centre of debate ahead of approval
By Brock Weir

Council has approved a tentative 
budget for the redevelopment of  
Library Square, but there’s a caveat: 
a construction tender will not be 
approved until staff  report back to 
local lawmakers on the status of  
outstanding grant applications.

Library Square was the sole focus 
of  the final Council meeting of  2019, 
held on December 17. Here, as The 
Auroran reported last month, Council 
was set to approve a budget for more 
than $51.6 million, an increase of  
nearly $2.1 million from previous 
estimates.

Should the Town’s grant 
applications be successful, $31.6 
million will be coming into the 
project, with the balance set to be 
covered through a tax-funded 20-year 
debenture and various reserve funds 
and Federal Gas Tax revenues.

At the heart of  the December 17 
meeting, however, was the timing of  
Council’s approval.

Councillor John Gallo led the 
questioning, asking if  Council 
approving the proposed Library 
Square budget would in any way 
impact the outstanding applications.

“It is not news to anyone [that] my 
agreement with this project is very 
much contingent upon the financing 
of  it,” he said, noting that while he 
was sure that discussion would be had 
if  and when funding dollars came in, 
that wasn’t reflected in the resolution 
presented by staff. “My preference 
is that we proceed all the way to 
tender and see what the actual price 
is, then have it come back to Council 
and maybe at that point we’ll have 
a better understanding of  where we 
are with the $31 million we’re talking 
about in potential funding and then 
make a decision. I can’t support what 
is before us. I don’t feel comfortable 

proceeding without knowing if  that 
funding was there or not.”

But Councillor Harold Kim offered 
a different perspective, stating that 
regardless of  whether the grant 
dollars come in, he was in favour of  
the project as “critical” to Aurora’s 
Downtown core “and just a big boost 
to our community in terms of  morale, 
business culture and every other 
aspect.”

“My approval for this project is 
[regardless] of  any additional funding 
from the Province or the Federal 
Government,” he said. “If  they do 
chip in with an amount, I think that 
would just be a bonus for us. If  we 
thought we were going to get a free 
project or a project that is 50 per cent 
off, do we really want to go ahead 
if  it is cost-effective as opposed to 
something we’re really passionate 
about? Perhaps that’s why some 
previous Councils were unable to get 
some projects off  the ground. If  we 
really believe in a dream, we have to 
go for it.” 

While Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he was in favour of  
the Library Square development 
going out to tender “without any 
further delays and then we can figure 
out the next steps,” Councillor Gallo 
still expressed some uneasiness that 
Council’s approval might “negate” the 
$31 million in funding applications.

In response, CAO Doug Nadorozny 
said the Government “would not 
necessarily make the decision until 
the summer,” but staff  were trying 
to “nail down exactly if  there is any 
flexibility” in their timeline. As long as 
the tender is not awarded, he believed 
eligibility would not be impacted. 

“To me, this is negating the ability 
to get further funding and I don’t 
know what the purpose of  that is,” 
Councillor Gallo continued, adding 
he didn’t see an issue with waiting 
four weeks until the Council meeting 

this month for the details to be ironed 
out.

Councillor Thompson came back 
in the conversation to say he was 
“comfortable moving forward at this 
stage” knowing that those answers are 
coming down the pipeline.

“There’s no guarantee we’re going 
to get it,” he said. “You hear positive 
thigs, it checks all the boxes, they say 
it is a great project, but we’re not 
sure. My understanding from staff  is 
that question will be answered before 
this tender is awarded – one way or 
another. We may not like the answer, 
but it will be answered.”

With that, a motion was made to 
put that down in black and white, 
specifically that Council report back 
on the status of  the funding application 
before the final award of  tender. 
The amendment, as presented, was 

approved unanimously by Council. 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner was not 
present at the meeting.

“There are a lot of  moving parts 
to the funding aspect of  this,” said 
Mayor Tom Mrakas. “I have been 
sitting down, as well as our CAO, with 
the Ministers. I have sat down with 
the Premier himself  [and] we have 
had discussions with regards to this. 
Some would state [that] it is when 
you award the contract that it would 
maybe disqualify you. [Others] say it 
is when shovels hit the ground. There 
are a lot of  different conversations 
going on and I would say to you that 
it is my job and the CAOs to go out 
there and ensure we get it done and we 
bring it in front of  Council to be able 
to say, ‘this is how we move forward 
with the funding piece’ and we have 
the answers from the Province.” 
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Preregistration Required!

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca  l

 

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

REGISTER 905-727-3777

Mold Maintenance 
Technician 

Job & Training Program 
Information Session

Tues, January 7 @ 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Are you a Mid-Career worker with more than 5 years’ 

experience in your field?  Now unemployed? 
Here’s your opportunity to get a permanent job and 

learn new skills for a rewarding long-term career!

           Job Fair
Thurs, January 9 @ 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Now Hiring PSW’s
Offers full time & part time, health & dental benefits 

and experienced PSW’s can earn Mentorship 
pay to train new grads! 

HSW’s HSW’s, HCA’s, DSW’s, Nursing Students, 
Paramedics welcome to apply

Coffee lovers help "Disco Donates" give back to local shelters
By Kinjal Dagli Shah

Shaken by the 2013 earthquake in 
the Philippines, Disco Davoudi put 
out a little box at his work to collect 
donations. Over three months, he 
collected enough to send it off  to the 
recipients. 

The following year, Disco decided 
to bring the donations closer home by 
putting out a box called Disco Donates 

at the local Starbucks during the holiday 
season.

From a single box in 2014, Disco’s 
holiday campaign has grown to 24 
boxes at all the Starbucks locations in 
Aurora, Richmond Hill and Markham.

“It amazes me that the boxes get filled 
up even though I’m just an individual, 
not a non-profit or an organization that 
people have heard of. But people donate 
and it shows there is more good in this 
world than bad. The most important 

Disco Davoudi is pictured with gifts collected during his Disco Donates initiative at Starbucks. 

Auroran photo by Kinjal Dagli Shah

thing is to provide people with an 
opportunity to make a difference,” 
said the 36-year-old who wraps and 
decorates the boxes himself  with help 
from friends.

This year, Disco will be taking the 
donations to Belinda’s Place, Blue 
Door Shelter and Inn from the Cold. 
The unique thing about Disco’s 
boxes are that he only asks for $1-2 
worth of  stuff, like hats, scarves and 
mittens.

“The whole point is that we can 
all afford to give. Besides, a lot of  
things that cost $50 actually cost only 
50 cents to make. I don’t look at the 
price because there’s little difference 
between a $10 hat and a $1 hat,” 
explained Disco, although he has had 
people donate items like the Amazon 
Alexa as well.

“You open the door for people 

and they will have the goodwill to 
help others in need. This year, I have 
received online orders from people 
who wanted to donate and couldn’t 
make it to a donation box.” 

Encouraged by the response from 
the community, Disco is on his way to 
setting up a non-profit organisation 
for the new year.

“It’s time to take it to the next level. 
I’m trying to come up with a name 
for the organisation but the holiday 
drive will continue to be called Disco 
Donates,” he said.

Disco believes that his need to 
make a difference is based in a selfish 
motive. “It makes me feel so good. 
When you help others, it really helps 
your own mental health. We are 
always waiting for something to come 
along and change our lives whereas 
we have the power to do it ourselves.”
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FRESH SAVINGS FROM THURSDAY, JANUARY 2ND – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8TH

199
/lb 
4.39/kg

199
each

299
each

FRESH YELLOW FLESH 
PEACHES No. 1 Grade 
OR FRESH YELLOW 
FLESH NECTARINES 
Product of Chile, Large Size

SAVE $100

449
/lb 
9.90/kg

FRESH ONTARIO 
VEAL SHOULDER 
BLADE 

SAVE    $300/lbUP
TO

SAVE $150/lb

FRESH SWISS CHARD 
GREEN, RED, GREEN 
KALE OR COLLARDS 
Product of USA, bunch 

DANONE ACTIVIA 
YOGOURT 650g
OR OIKOS GREEK 
YOGOURT 4x100g
Assorted Varieties

SAVE    $150UP
TO

SAVE $100/lb

SCHNEIDERS 
TURKEY BREAST 
SMOKED OR 
COOKED Freshly 
Sliced at the Deli

Same day delivery 
to your doorstep in as  

little as one hour!

Coppa’s partners with 

UNICO BEANS 
Assorted Varieties, 540ml tin

EMMA ITALIAN 
PEELED TOMATOES 
Product of Italy, 796ml tin

SAVE 70¢

SAVE $100

each99¢

each99¢

1099
/lb 
24.23/kg 1099

/lb 
24.23/kg

SAVE $100/lb

PRIME RAISED 
WITHOUT ANTIBIOTICS
FRESH CHICKEN 
BREAST Boneless,  
Skinless Club Pack

GOOD FOR YOU!

399
/lb
8.80/kg FRESH WHOLE CHICKENS

SAVE

54¢/lb

599
each

FRESH EXTRA LEAN  
GROUND CHICKEN 454g pkg

SAVE

60¢

449
/lb
9.90/kg

FRESH CHICKEN  
DRUMSTICKS Club Pack

SAVE
$3/lb

/lb 
24.23/kg

ORDER ONLINE

KING CITY
DRIVE-THRU 
NOW OPEN

You click. We pick.

Although we strive for accuracy in illustration, copy and regulatory requirements, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Unauthorized reproduction or use of this advertisement without written consent of 2360083 Ontario Limited an d its marketing agency is strictly prohibited.

VIEW OUR WEEKLY FLYER AT COPPAS.COM

VISIT OUR 4 GRAND LOCATIONS, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 

SCARBOROUGH
148 Bennett Rd.

(at Lawrence Ave.)

416.282.5759

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

NORTH YORK
4750 Dufferin St.

(at Supertest Rd.)

416.736.6606

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

 

KING CITY
King’s Ridge Marketplace

1700 King Rd.

 905.833.7035

NEW  STORE HOURS

Mon - Thu 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

One York St.
(on                 on Second Level)

416.777.0496

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.
Ristorante opens at 11 a.m.

DOWNTOWN
BY COPPA’S
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& C
Arts
  ulture

ENJOY $ 5 to $ 20 OFF 
YOUR FIRST VISIT  

David Kim Salon 
de Beauté

15171 Yonge Street, Aurora
416-994-8888 
905-726-4184 
david_salon_aurora
www.davidsalon.ca

Free Trial Class on Jan. 7, 2020
Register Online marqueetp.com / 905-713-1040

73 Industrial Parkway N., Aurora, unit 2B

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

of Lighting ideas from

Lampshades 
& we can arrange 

for installation

of styles to 
choose from! Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4
HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

1000 S

NEW HOURS: Mon Tue Wed Fri 10am - 6pm, Thurs 10am- 8pm 
Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun. Closed

CLEARANCESale

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

New Curator looks for new opportunities for Aurora Historical Society

By Brock Weir

The invention of  basketball, the creation 
of  the telephone, contributions to the 
development of  the lightbulb – evidence 
of  Canada’s far-from-boring history can be 
found all around the world, and right here 
in our own back yard.

This is the standpoint of  Peter McKenzie 
and one that will inform his approach as 
the new Executive Director of  the Aurora 

Historical Society and curator for the 
Hillary House National Historic Site and 
the Koffler Museum of  Medicine.

Arriving in Aurora from a stint at 
the Region of  Waterloo Archives, Mr. 
McKenzie began his work with the Aurora 
Historical Society (AHS) late last fall with a 
mandate of  getting the Society out in the 
community.

“Currently, our main goal is funding,” 
Mr. McKenzie tells The Auroran. “We want 
to make sure we have any and all grants 

we can acquire, of  course not ignoring the 
super-generous donations we receive from 
members of  the community, but funding 
has been our number one goal because we 
will then use that to work towards continuing 
our exhibits and programs. Going forward, 
we have many events and programs planned 
and we’re looking forward to getting those 
out there.”

Mr. McKenzie’s passion for museums 
were stoked from an early age. He vividly 
remembers trips to Toronto’s Royal Ontario 
Museum as a child and soon realised that 
his future lay in the past – or, at least, 
interpreting the past for present generations.

He initially felt this path would lead 
to a future in archaeology but realised he 
“preferred to be in museums with artefacts 
coming to me rather than going out into the 
potential heat and what have you digging 
for artefacts.” After pursuing a degree in 
anthropology from Trent University, his 
post-graduate work focused on museum 
management and curatorship, which led 
him to work at the Oshawa Museum, to the 
teaching collections at the Metro Toronto 
Zoo and, most recently, to Waterloo.

“When the Hillary House opportunity 
came up, I saw the chance to get back into 
the museum-specific world and I jumped 
back on that,” he says, on why he was 
attracted to a community-based museum. 
“Of  course, bigger museums have larger 
outreach, but they don’t have the same 
personal feel I think community museums 
do. From my short time here at Hillary 
House, seeing the volunteers and Board 
being so dedicated and working so closely 
with the museum and just having the ability 
to work with the community was a big draw.

“I have been doing as much research as I 
can to dig in and learn not only the history 
of  Hillary House but Aurora in general, 
working as hard as I can as quickly as I can. 
Right off  the bat, I was struck learning the 
history of  the doctors in this house. It was 
interesting to learn there were four different 

doctors living in the house throughout its 
history and the collection really reflects 
that. One interesting thing about Hillary 
House specifically compared to other 
historic homes which may capture the 
time period is that Hillary House not only 
captures the time period but also has its own 
specific collection, that being the medical 
collection.”

As Hillary House was a family home from 
its completion in 1863 until the early 1990s, 
Hillary House can tell the story of  several 
lifespans and going forward Mr. McKenzie 
says he would like these very different eras 
reflected behind its iconic gothic façade.

“For me, it is about showing the daily life 
that is in these historic homes,” he says. “I 
have always enjoyed walking through and 
being able to visualize how these families 
were living, what the rooms looked like and 
what they used them for. The question is, 
how can we show the full life of  the house? 
How can we express the whole timespan 
and not focus only on one? In just my first 
few weeks of  being here, I was able to meet 
three former residents and it is amazing 
that they still feel such a connection to the 
house. Some of  the Hillary descendants 
have brought in donations to add to the 
collection, which is fantastic. It is great to 
have a historic house where you can actually 
talk to former residents.

“We not only capture the history of  the 
house, but we try to cover Aurora’s history as 
a whole. In my short time here, I can’t recall 
that I have ever seen a community that is so 
dedicated to its Town’s history. I have seen 
volunteers popping in to offer their services, 
working effortlessly to preserve the house or 
just pop in to see how the house is doing. 
Having that community connection is great 
and I would recommend that anyone who 
hasn’t seen the house to come and give it a 
look, just walk these halls, and give it a feel 
for yourself. The community I have seen 
here is do dedicated to the house, so I would 
love to see what fresh eyes think as well.”

Peter McKenzie, the newly-minted Executive Director of the Aurora Historical Society, is pic-
tured at Hillary House National Historic Site. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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STARTING OUT IS EASIER WHEN 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT PARTNER.

Where to begin? A question every entrepreneur asks. You 
have the vision, the drive and technical knowhow.  But do 
you have all that's needed to really get off the ground?  We 
can help with a full range of highly professional accounting,   
tax and consulting services.  We've learned firsthand that with 
the right partner, there's no telling how far your business can grow.
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Community Recognition Awards: “Hit the trails,” 
says recipient of Green Award

By Brock Weir

It’s as simple as hitting the trail.
That’s what led local resident John 

Wilson to a long volunteering stint with 
the Aurora Community Arboretum – 
and this volunteerism, in turn, led him 
to Council Chambers this past May 
where he was recognized by the Town 
of  Aurora with the Green Award, part 
of  the Town’s Community Recognition 
Awards program.

The Green Award is presented to 
an individual or organization that 
supports the protection, preservation, 
sustainability and/or preservation 
of  the natural environment and 
celebrates those who “share the Town’s 
commitment to creating a greener 
community.”

“It is not easy being green,” said 
Neighbourhood Network’s Erin 
Cerenzia, who co-hosted the awards 
ceremony with Steve Hinder. “In 
our community, it takes a continuous 
contribution of  time, thought and 
muscle-aching work to protect and 
improve our natural environment. John 
is an inspiration in keeping the vision of  
Aurora’s Arboretum as beautiful as we 
can imagine.”

The Arboretum stretches through 
100 acres of  green space between 
Wellington Street East and St. John’s 
Sideroad on both sides of  the East 
Holland River.

Mr. Wilson started out as a volunteer 
at the Arboretum in 2008 and, over 
time, has served in various capacities 
including his incumbent position as 
Head of  Operations and Maintenance.

“He spends hundreds of  hours 
acquiring, planting and protecting trees 
and bushes that enhance the whole of  the 
Arboretum and also directs projects that 
help make Aurora an environmentally 
responsible and attractive Town,” Ms. 
Cerenzia continued. “If  you see a crowd 
of  volunteers planting daffodils in the 
spring, John will be directing the work. 
He will have been in the field all day – 
and the day before, too – cutting weeds 
and placing the markers to show exactly 
where the bulbs should be planted. 
If  you see a big watering tank being 
deployed on a hot summer day to water 
trees along Birkshire Drive, John will 
be driving the tractor and dragging the 
hoses out. If  you see a crew with saws 
and axes southeast of  the Sports Dome 
cutting down invasive species, John will 
be there, throwing those trees into piles 
for pickup by the Parks Department.”

Added Mr. Hinder: “He does even 
more than this. It is easy to see by these 
few examples how dedicated John is 
contributing to keeping Aurora green.”

As a resident of  Aurora for nearly 35 
years, Mr. Wilson said, in a video prior 
to accepting his award from Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, his volunteerism is a 
way to “demonstrate his appreciation” 
to Aurora for being a “wonderful place” 
to raise his family.

“For me, it is a healthy and fulfilling 
way of  staying connected and giving 
back to the community,” he said. “When 
I heard I was going to be presented with 
this award, it was totally unexpected. 
However, I am extremely honoured to 
be nominated and very privileged to be 
the actual recipient.”

Thanking the citizens who nominated 
him, he continued, “I would also like 
to say that no man is an island and in 
accepting this award, I do so on behalf  
of  all the volunteers who collectively 
over the last 20 years or so have created 

the arboretum and continue to maintain 
it and are deserving of  this recognition.

“I would like to say to those who have 
not yet experienced the Arboretum: 

What are you waiting for? Money 
doesn’t grow on trees, but the benefits 
they provide to our environment are 
priceless. You need to get out there, 

you need to walk the trails, you need 
to see the trees, and I am sure you will 
be amazed at what adding a little bit of  
green to your life can do for you.”

John Wilson receives the Green Award from Councillor Wendy Gaertner. The Green Award is part of the Town’s Community Recognition 
Awards program. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Fill the Gap with
Dental Implants!

www.DawsonDental.ca133 Pedersen Dr, Aurora

MISSING?
IS SOMETHING

Until March 30th, get a FREE 
CONSULTATION

AND
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(Approx. value of $250) 

JOIN US FOR OUR UPPER SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14th (9:30 AM)

INFORMATION FOR GRADES 7 TO 12 - TMS UPPER SCHOOL, 500 Elgin Mills Rd. East, Richmond Hill

Founded in 1961, TMS is a leading, 
accredited independent school 
that offers a uniquely designed  
framework combining the 
Montessori (Toddler to Grade 6) 
and International Baccalaureate 
(Grades 7 to 12) programmes.  
Centrally located in Richmond Hill, 
our students are finding Significance 
in university, and in life. 

Upcoming Morning Information Sessions 
(Toddler to Gr. 6)
TMS Lower School 
8569 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill

January 23, 30 (9:15 AM) 
February 6, 13 (9:15 AM)
March 5 (9:15 AM)

GET TO KNOW US
BOOK YOUR VISIT ONLINE TODAY

TMSSCHOOL.CA
905-889-6882 ext. 2254

Community Recognition Awards: 
100 Youth Who Care recognized for 
Community Leadership 

By Brock Weir

They started off  as little more than a 
couple of  handfuls of  youngsters with a 
vision of  making a positive difference in 
their community – and just over two years 
later, they have quadrupled their ranks 
and exponentially increased their power 
to give back to those who need help. 

100 Youth Who Care, a grassroots 
movement led by local students, was 
recognized by the Town of  Aurora at the 
2019 Community Recognition Awards 
with the Community Leadership Award.

Presented by Councillor Michael 
Thompson, the Community Leadership 
Award is presented to an individual 
or organization that “is significantly 
enhancing the Town through their 
contribution, commitment and leadership 
in the world of  charitable giving, civic 
engagement, community events or 
community spirit.

“Since its inception in 2016, this 
community of  youth has facilitated 10 one-
hour meetings, organized speakers from 
local charities and is continually recruiting 
more members,” said Neighbourhood 
Network’s Erin Cerenzia, who co-hosted 
the Community Recognition Awards this 
past May with colleague Steve Hinder.

Added Mr. Hinder: “The Youth 
Committee was originally comprised of  
three youth members and four parent 

mentors, and they have grown their youth 
membership from 10 to over 40 in just two 
years. They have certainly been busy. Their 
vision is to inspire youth to contribute back 
to their community, engage youth in local 
initiatives to help others, and to empower 
youth to create positive change locally. 
The 100 Youth Who Care Central York 
Region are incredible examples of  true 
community leaders.”

“This group of  hardworking and 
dedicated youth have raised and donated 
over $6,500 to support local non-profit 
organizations like Welcoming Arms, Blue 
Door Shelters, Autism Ontario, Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services, and the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation,” concluded Ms. 
Cerenzia. “These youth exhibit leadership 
skills and are passionate about giving back 
and helping youth in Aurora.”

Four of  these youth were on hand to 
accept the award on behalf  of  their peers 
from Councillor Thompson. Before going 
into the centre of  the Council Chamber 
to receive their trophy, they shared some 
of  their motivations with the audience 
though a video presentation.

“We wanted to help youth in need in 
our communities and we also wanted to 
connect with other youth who felt the 
same way as us,” said one member.

“We love volunteering,” added another. 
“It makes us feel great because we know 
we are helping others along the way who 
may not be as fortunate as we are.”

Members of 100 Youth Who Care receive the Community Leadership Award from Councillor 
Michael Thompson. The Community Leadership Award is part of the Town’s Community  
Recognition Awards program. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020Page  12             Page 13

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 18   |   6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

FAMILIES OF STUDENTS IN GRADES 5-7 

Please join us for a special session on our Middle School 
program, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between challenging 

students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied to their 

university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, 

including:

•	 advanced academic ability

•	 time management and self-reliance

•	 strong research and writing

•	 critical thinking abilities

•	 leadership and mentorship

•	 dialogue, communication and presentation

•	 design, invent and problem solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as ethical, 

compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

In today’s increasingly complex world, these values are at the core of our vision to develop 

leaders with the skills and the desire to make their world a better place.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

EMPOWERING 
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Now accepting applications for September 2018Apply now for Grade 6 and Grade 9 entry years

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Saturday, January 18
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 14
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE

No RSVP necessary - we look forward to seeing you!
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which the students are truly set up for success in 

place.” – Current PC parent

the pursuit of academic excellence it strives to 

ensure our youth develop social responsibility, strong 

character, leadership skills, empathy, compassion 

and provides tools they will need to be valuable 

contributors to society.” – Current PC parent

Apply now for September 2020

905-895-1700 ext. 259
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran
Visit us online:  

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school in Newmarket  
for boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 where  
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16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Contact us at  admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905.895.1700 ext. 259  
or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext. 259
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• Daily, fresh hot lunch served family-style
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No holiday cheer this time around for Tigers

By Robert Belardi

The Aurora Tigers dropped another 
two games against Collingwood and 
Georgetown before Christmas. 

When you think of  a game that is 
heartbreaking and emotionally deflating, 
the Tigers endured a feeling like that 
against the Collingwood Colts last Friday, 
dramatically losing in double overtime. 

In a disastrous first period with True 
Crowe facing a 10-minute hit to the head 
misconduct penalty, the Colts got on the 
board first. A brisk pass from Patrick 
Brown across the slot was finished by 
Payton Schaly. Closing in on intermission 
with three minutes to go, defenceman 
Ayden Dooley’s slap pass was tipped in by 
Tyler Ignazzitto sitting on the doorstep. 

“I think their size and their strength 
dominated us. Most teams are older and 
most teams are bigger and most teams 
are more experienced,” said Jim Wells Jr 
in the first intermission.

“I basically said, ‘Guys, guess what? 
It’s going to be like this every game. Find 
a way. We’ll learn to battle through it and 
it’s going to make you a better player.’”

The Tigers began to find a way, 
outshooting the Colts 15-9 forcing 
Andrew Rose to make some spectacular 
saves. 

Yet, it was fortune that was not on the 
Tigers’ side. Noah Minns found Nicholas 
Cirone available to be the next candidate 
on the score sheet and the forward did 
just that. The Colts went up by three 
heading into the third, but, that didn’t 
mean the Tigers were ready to roll over. 

In fact, Tigers forward Sebastian 
Tamburro found the back of  the net 34 
seconds into the period. Noah Minns 
of  the Colts, successfully converted the 
power play opportunity to make it 4-1, 
yet the resilience and mental strength 
from the Tigers did not let this setback 
affect their play. 

On the powerplay the Tigers came 

back thanks to Tamburro’s second on the 
night and Luc Reeve scored to make it 
4-3, 59 seconds later. 

“Once we get one, the floodgates 
will open and I told them if  we get two, 
they will call a timeout,” said Wells, 
elaborating on his speech in the second 
intermission to his team. 

After Reeve’s goal, sure enough, Colts 
coaches Nick Ricca and Darcy Roy 
called a timeout.

Deeper into the game with 1:20 left 
and Christian Filippetti on the bench, 
defenceman Jonathan Balah equalized 
sending the game to overtime. The 
comeback was almost complete. 

The first four-on-four overtime solved 
nothing, so, the second three-on-three 
overtime was left to judge if  a winner will 
exit the arena with a win. 

Sure enough, there was a winner. 
Payton Schaly skated past the defence 

with speed and shovelled the puck past 
Filippetti to seal the victory. How a 
victory could be so deflating. The Tigers 
dominated two periods erasing a deficit, 
and one mishap was all it took. 

Although this exceptional 
performance was moving it was still not 
the best performance of  the year for 
Wells. The victories against Markham 
and Brantford are above this one. You 
might say, this game is in third place as 
the top three performances this year so 
far.

The next night in their back to back 
set, the Tigers travelled to Georgetown 
to face the Raiders. 

Christian Filippetti stood on his head 
in this one stopping 50 of  53 shots in the 
3-1 loss on the road. 

Aurora took the lead in the first period 
thanks to Thomas Kloepfer. The score 
line did not move on the board for the 
Tigers. It was all Raiders after that. 

Jaden Condotta opened the scoring 
for the Raiders in the second period and 
in the third, Graeme McCrory and Kurt 

Watson put this one to bed. 
The Raiders outshot the Tigers 53-30. 
The Aurora Tigers club, despite losses, 

continues to improve. When you believe 
they are down and out, the boys on that 
bench and the head coach at the helm 
insist on teaching you a thing or two 
about finding ways to keep pushing and 

honing your craft. 
It’s like the Raptors, when the year 

doesn’t have many expectations and 
foregone, doubtful conclusions, the team 
continues to prove critics wrong. 

Where will the Aurora Tigers be a 
year from now? 

Let the bets begin.

The Aurora Tigers 
c e l e b r a t e s  a s 
J o n a t h a n  B a l a h 
equalizes in the 
final minutes of the 
game to bring the 
game to OT.  

Auroran photo 
by Robert Belardi
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1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

Warmth when you need it! 

 

 

AWBF “Youth In Music” Performance

  
Live & Silent Auction 

 
Good old fashion Dancin’

Live painting “to the beat” – 
artist Adubi Akinola 

Delicious Food Stations

Door Prizes

TICKET INCLUDES

JOIN US for this JUMPIN’ evening of

LIVE MUSIC and FUNDRAISING

AURORA

FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29th, 2020
7 PM ~ AT A SECRET LOCATION IN AURORA 

Purchase tickets at musicaurora.ca

The Pick Brothers Band
and

James Marrin and

the Midnight Riders

York9 FC Signs Midfielder Christopher Manella
By Robert Belardi

The York9 FC has their first player 
outside of  the club this offseason. 

Midfield tactician Christopher 

Manella enters the picture to play a key 
part in York9 FC’s master plan. 

Manella began as a Toronto FC 
Academy product. He was the first 
captain in history of  the Toronto FC 
II club back in 2015, when the team 

competed in the United Soccer League 
(USL). He is the tenth homegrown 
player in the club. 

Now returning home, Manella is 
excited to be reunited with an old friend 
and Manager Jimmy Brennan. 

Manella explained in an interview 
with the club, “There are a lot of  familiar 
faces in the locker room. Manuel 
Aparicio is one of  my good friends, we 
used to play midfield together when we 
were growing up. I know Jimmy as well, 
he was my coach in the academy when 
I was only 15, so having him behind me 
now and working with him again was 
obviously a draw to come back home 
and further my career.

“With the core group of  guys that 
Jimmy and the club has kept, we’re 
in for a treat because we’re ready and 
we’re coming for a championship.” 

Manager Jimmy Brennan stated to 
the press how happy and excited he is 
to have Manella back in his lineup. 

“We’re really pleased we were able to 
get him,” said Brennan. “He’s a great 
player on both sides of  the ball and he’s 
got a strong pedigree for a young player 
in Canadian soccer. His distribution 
abilities will really help us move forward 
playing the style of  football we want to 
play.”

Manella’s distribution abilities come 
from watching Andrea Pirlo. With 
an Italian background, Manella has 
idolized the iconic midfielder his entire 
life.

In his arsenal of  talent, Manella 
has been a maverick in midfield since 
his Toronto FC academy days. One of  
his notable appearances came in 2015 

in a friendly, when Toronto FC hosted 
Manchester City. 

Manella was substituted on the pitch 
for Benoit Cheyrou and made an instant 
impact in the 1-0 defeat. 

After making 38 appearances for the 
Toronto FC II team and scoring one 
goal in 2015-2016, Manella signed with 
the Vaughan Azzurri in League 1. 

In his one year with Vaughan, 
Mannella appeared in 15 matches 
scoring two goals. 

On a free transfer in 2018, he 
moved to Ottawa to join the Fury in 
the USL. In 59 appearances he did not 
score a goal, but, improved on being 
a midfielder. He insists he plays the 
number six position while also playing 
the number eight position with Ottawa. 
Manella also insisted he can play centre 
back if  needed, but prefers to be in the 
number six position on match day.

In addition to his professional 
appearances with Toronto, Vaughan 
and Ottawa, Manella has made three 
appearances with the Canadian 
national team. 

Manella shared his opinion in an 
interview on York9 FC’s YouTube 
account, what his goal is for playing for 
team Canada. 

“Obviously, you look around the 
entire dressing room full of  Canadians. 
If  you ask them what they want to do it’s 
a goal to play for the national team and 
put on that jersey,” Manella explained. 

“So, for me, it’s having the best 
season possible and doing whatever I 
can on the pitch to hopefully catch the 
eye of  John Herdman and the staff.” 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

From page 5
lights on the windows augmented 
by a ground-based spotlight; a real 
masterpiece.

The lights on a number of  the 
homes on Kennedy Street West, near 
George Street were very impressive. 
There were three homes in a row that 

all used gold lights to cover the trees 
and the respective houses. It made for 
an awesome sight!

Ryan especially liked the colourful 
lights on the two houses on Cedar 
Crescent, near Mark Street.

The first home had lots of  lights 
mounted on the bushes in the front 
yard and the tree lit up in the front 
window of  the house was very nice. 
The door frame was also accented 
with lights.

The second home, right across from 
the park, had a twenty-foot-high tree 
that was covered in lights accompanied 
by lots of  flashing lights on the home 
itself.

Ryan I agreed that our favourite site 
was at the corner of  Cabot Court and 
Aurora Heights Drive.

The house had everything: they had 
thirteen inflatables including Santa, 
Snoopy, Olaf, and Mickey Mouse, 
among others.  There were also lots of  
colorful lights on the home. Well done!

Please stop by and have a look for 
yourself  if  you get a chance.

I apologize for not visiting all parts 
of  Aurora, but I wasn’t about to keep 
Ryan out too late – it was after all, a 
school night!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FRONT PORCH PERSPECTIVE



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020Page  16             Page 17

Auroma Tile and Decor Ltd.,
110 Connaught Ave., Unit 1, Aurora

WELLINGTON ST. E.

          METCALFE ST.

 CONNOUGHT AVE.

Y
O

N
G

E
 S

T.
 

B
E

R
C

Z
Y

 S
T.

W
E

L
L

S
  

S
T.

E
D

W
A

R
DV
IC

T
O

R
IA
 

1987

Thank You For Your Patronage over the past 31 years.

                                       
                       It was a pleasure to serve you!  

 905-773-TILE (8453)

RetirementRetirement

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $4095

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Presenting Sponsors

For girls aged 6-13 and their 
Father  r  Grandfather  r  Uncle

Tickets $35 each

www.Snowflakefdb.com

January 18th 2020
6-9pm
Highland GM Showroom
15783 Yonge Street, Aurora 

In Support of

Sponsorship
Opportunities Available
Contact Melanie Bell at info@SnowflakeFBD.com 
� 647-467-2202 
� Snowflakefdb
� Snowflakeballyr 
� www.Snowflakefdb.com

r  5th Annual  r

	

	
	
	
	
	

Board of Directors  
OPPORTUNITY  

 

The	Aurora	Historical	Society	is	a	non-profit	organization	dedicated	to	
heritage	preservation,	public	education	and	enrichment.	The	AHS	owns	and	

operates	Hillary	House	National	Historic	Site.		
	

We	are	seeking	interested	individuals	to	join	our	passionate	and	dedicated	
volunteer	Board	of	Directors	who	will	use	their	skill	and	experience	to	help	
the	organization	move	forward	in	a	responsible	and	relevant	manner.	
Business	or	volunteer	experience	in	1	or	more	of	the	following	areas	is	an	
asset:		
•	General	Business	Management	•	Marketing	•	Governance	•	Human	
Resources	•	Finance	•	Property	Management	•	Fundraising	•	Heritage	
Preservation	
	
Directors	are	required	to	attend	monthly	meetings	and	support	various	
activities	of	the	Society	where	available.			

	
Applications	must	be	received	by	the	Nomination	Committee	no	later	than	
January	10,	2020.	Directors	will	be	installed	at	the	Annual	General	
Meeting	in	February.		

	
Please	send	your	resume	to:	patricia.wallace@aurorahs.com	

For	more	information,	you	are	welcome	contact	us	at:	
905-727-8991	

www.aurorahs.com	
15372	Yonge	Street,	Aurora	ON	L4G	1N8	

and known about Aaron is that he was 
the guy that built people up,” says Karen.

And that’s just what she is trying to 
do, working with local fundraisers to 
provide schools and individual students 
with sports gear that might otherwise be 
unavailable to them. 

“Sports have always been in our 
family,” she says, “and he was a natural 
at it. He mostly played soccer and then, 
as he got older, he played hockey as well 
– and he was also into archery, which 
a lot of  people don’t know. Then, last 
year, all of  a sudden, his passion became 
football.”

Joining up with the York Lions 
football team, his passion only grew. In 
fact, it grew so much that Karen says she 
had to step up her own game, working 
to build up her own cursory knowledge 
of  football just to keep up.

“He told me that all he wanted for 
Christmas was football gear,” she recalls. 
“What that meant, I don’t know for sure, 
but it was a big thing for him. You could 
tell. He was just in love with it.”

Karen is conscious of  the fact that 
Aaron was by no means alone in 
his passion and there were probably 
many other kids across the community 
who were also hoping to find football 
and other sporting gear under their 
Christmas trees this year, but may have 
had to make do without for family 
financial and other circumstances.

When Aaron was just starting out as 
an athlete, Karen was very much in this 
situation. Her family, she says, was able 
to afford what he needed to set out on 
the soccer pitch, but hockey proved a 
greater challenge. They were recipients 
of  the Canadian Tire Jumpstart 
program, a foundation aimed at giving 
kids access to sport and play, along with 
a further boost from the Optimist Club 
of  Aurora.

Now, in Aaron’s name, she’s paying it 
forward.

“I have two goals with this project,” 
she says. “I want to carry on Aaron’s 
wish for sports to be inclusive for 
everyone. I think that’s pretty incredible 
for a 15-year-old kid to be thinking 

about other kids who might not have 
opportunities to play football and want 
to include them. It meant a lot to me that 
he did that. The idea of  [distributing] 
sports balls for kids to play with at lunch 
or after school aligns with what he was 
thinking. It is not just for the kids who 
are taking phys-ed, it is not just for the 
kids that are registered in sports, it is for 
anyone who just wants to grab a ball and 
try it out.

“He just wanted everyone to be 
included and have fun with it.”

Since developing her idea and 
taking it to various individuals in the 
community, from staff  at the Town of  
Aurora to members of  local service 
clubs, the response she has received has 
been overwhelming. Soccer balls have 
steadily rolled in, as have a handful of  
footballs, but she and supporters of  the 
cause are looking to do much more and 
welcome community donations to make 
it happen.

In addition to the sports balls, Karen 
is planning for the teens who knew 
Aaron or were impacted by his life, to 
come together to paint and decorate 
wooden bins to store the donations at 
various schools around Aurora, each of  
which will bear a memorial plaque in his 
name.

“From everything that the students 
have shared with me, what stands out 
the most and what I would like to be 
remembered and known about Aaron 
is that he was the guy that built other 
people up,” says Karen. “He wanted 
everyone to feel good and I had students 
that came to me and said, ‘Aaron 
was my first friend when I moved to 
Canada,’ or ‘Aaron was my first friend 
when I started at Aurora Heights,’ or 
‘He was the first person who talked to 
me in high school when I was nervous.’ 
I just heard countless comments like 
that, and knowing he wanted everyone 
to be included in what he was doing was 
inspiring. I have a box filled with letters 
from students at Aurora High and it was 
like everyone got together and wrote 
the same message in their own words: 
that he was kind and generous, he knew 
how to light up a room, help people stay 

brighter – and that’s who he was.
“Anything in the future that has his 

name on it, that’s what it stands for: 
making kids feel good.”

Aaron Bank-Sedore is survived by 
parents Karen Bank (Carla Fernandes) 

and Kelly Sedore (Michelle Vaughan), 
and his brothers and sisters.

For more information on how to support 
Karen Bank’s program in memory of  Aaron 
Bank-Sedore, contact Sandy Bundy at 
ssbundy@sympatico.ca.

From page 1

Sports project will be lasting tribute to  
Aaron Bank-Sedore

In addition to football, 
Aaron Bank-Sedore was 
passionate about local 
hockey. 

Contributed photo
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

CATERING:
The Artsy Baker 
Catered by The McEwan Group
COBS Bread – Aurora Gateway 
Hurst Bakery
Longos Supermarket 
Maunder’s Food Shop & Catering
Nature’s Emporium 
Starbucks Coffee Company 
Summer Fresh 
The Roost Cafe
Tim Hortons

CHRISTMAS TREES: 
Black Forest Garden Centre.

DÉCOR:
Higgins Event Rentals
Inside Out Design/McFee 
Maintenance & Construction

FASHION SHOW:
James Dimitri Hair Atelier 
Our Wonderful Models

GIVEAWAYS: 
Continental Cosmetics

RAFFLE DONATIONS:
Bloomsbury Design  
Canadian Tire  
Drake Custom Designs
Five Faves
Hawk’s Nest Jewelry Studio
Hempen Jewellers  
injoy boutique 
James Dimitri Hair Atelier 
Jaxx and Marbles 

Legs and Lace 
Lindo F Fur 
Snapdragon Designs 
Spot On Beauty  
Tara Mcgrath Photography  

SOUND SYSTEM:
Kim Marchessault
The Country Day School

*Special thank you to the Farrell Family for opening their home for us!
*Thanks also to Santa and his merry elves.

The Burge Family      Kathy Zaravinos-Tsiolis      The Ofi eld Family      The Fitzpatrick-Power Family
The Scholten Family      The D’Angelo Family

Shelters:
Blue Door Shelters–Leeder Place Family Shelter      360º Kids      Sandgate Women’s Shelter      The Rose of Sharon    

Women’s Centre of York Region      York Centre for Youth and Family

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

  

Bolton

ToyTea_ThankYouPoster_2019.indd   1 2019-10-30   1:57 PM

*Special thank you to the Farrell-Boland Family for opening their home for us!
*Thanks also to Santa and his merry elves.

and Catharina’s Kitchen for displaying 
our campaign postcards

• Ron Weese and Laurie Mueller 
from Sport Aurora, for collaborating to 
accept direct referrals from our eligible 
families to their All Kids Can Play 
program

• All donors to our Welcoming 
Arms Christmas Assistance Campaign: 
support a local individual ($50) or 
family ($200) in need with grocery gift 
cards, to choose their own meaningful 
holiday foods - and local businesses and 
organizations who agreed to display our 
campaign postcards: Staples Aurora, 
Ross’ No Frills, Omar’s Shoes, Not 
Just Cards, Oakridge Fashions, Allegra 
Marketing Print Aurora, Evolution 
Gymnastics, Aurora Legion, Aurora 

FROM PAGE 18 Seniors Centre, La Jolie Cheese Shop, 
Modella, The Corkery, Starbucks St 
Andrew’s, Centra, Caruso & Company, 
Kloster’s Butcher Shop, Parkers 
Cleaners, Barrons Warehouse, Your 
Dollar Store With More, Flowers 
by Terry, The Armoury and Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce (we’re a proud 
non-profit member!)

• Susan Lanthier-Doyle, Gisele 
Bedard and team for coordinating our 
Christmas Assistance program, with 
Lisa Disera and team plus equal funding 
from St Vincent de Paul Society (Our 
Lady of  Grace)

• Helen Avraam Neophytou, for 
coordinating Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association teams and YSE Minor 
Atom in donating age-appropriate 
stockings for each of  297 people 
(including 98 children) receiving our 
Christmas Assistance

• Anne Neuman and St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Aurora, for organizing 
space to sort and distribute the 
stockings and grocery gift cards, plus 
refreshments

• Kelly Peters and Trinity Anglican 
youth group for writing Christmas 
cards for our Dec 18 Welcome Table 
guests

• Erin Cerenzia and Neighbourhood 
Network team, for inviting colleagues 
at Magna to donate men’s socks and 
grocery gift cards for our program 
visitors, plus Cookie It Up treats 
and Christmas cards for our Dec 19 
Martha’s Table guests

• A generous donation of  turkeys for 
Welcome Table Dec 18 (served 120+) 
and Christmas Dream Dinner (served 
200+) – thank you volunteer chefs Jack, 
Ruth and Susan for extensive time 
preparing the December 18 meal, and 
all other volunteers

• Major Brian Bishop of  Northridge 
Community Church (Salvation Army), 
Lori Hoyes and Chef  Andy of  the 
Aurora Legion, for partnering to put 
on the December 25 Christmas Dream 
Dinner for our program visitors who 
would otherwise be alone and without 
a hearty, festive meal

• I.O.O.F. Aurora Lodge 148, who 
donated hams for our Jan 1 Welcome 
Table meal

• All of  our valued donors, past 
and new - via cash, cheque or at www.
welcomingarms.ca/donate - you 
keep our programs running strong 
throughout the year!

 
Special thanks to all our amazing 

volunteers, Administrative Assistant 
Keri Holmes, Reverend Heather 
Westbrook from Trinity Anglican, and 
to Beverley Wood (now serving as Past 
Chair on our board but still highly 
active and personally connected to our 
programs and visitors in so many ways).

We look forward to partnering with 
all of  you and more next year, to bring 
nourishment and encouragement to 
our neighbours in need.  Together, we 
are creating a community where all are 
welcome; where we all belong and take 
care of  each other. 

Many blessings to all in 2020!
 

Bonnie Thamm Evans
Executive Director, Welcoming Arms

Community Recognition Awards: Good Neighbour Award presented to Pianezza

By Brock Weir

When the mother of  one of  her son’s 
friends passed away suddenly, Belinda 
Pianezza sprung into action.

She took her neighbour’s children 
under her wing, showing them how 
to navigate the world on their own. 
To the family, it was a monumental 
undertaking but, to her, it was a simple 
act of  being neighbourly.

As such, The Town of  Aurora has 
recognized Ms. Pianezza with the Good 
Neighbour Award.

Presented this past May at the 2019 
Community Recognition Awards, the 
Good Neighbour Award is intended 
to honour “someone who embodies 
what it means to be a good neighbour 
[through their] simple acts of  kindness 
and compassion that help create 
connected and vibrant communities.”

Receiving her award from Councillor 
John Gallo, Ms. Pianezza was lauded 
by event emcees Steve Hinder and Erin 
Cerenzia as a “compassionate, kind, 

generous” person “thoughtful towards 
all her neighbours.”

“Belinda helps her neighbours by 
shovelling their driveways, mowing 
their lawns and keeping an eye on things 
while they are away,” said Mr. Hinder. 
“On top of  this help, Belinda provides 
her neighbours with unconditional and 
invaluable emotional support.”

“One of  her neighbours is a 
recent immigrant to Canada,” Ms. 
Cerenzia continued. “Belinda helped 
this neighbour feel welcomed and 
supported during this new transition 
period and Belinda’s neighbour credits 
her with teaching them about the true 
Canadian spirit. Another example of  
Belinda’s neighbourly spirit was seen 
when the mother of  one of  her son’s 
friends passed away unexpectedly. 
Belinda immediately stepped in to help 
the family, not only during the critical 
time when the loss happened but she 
even helped by teaching the young 
adult children how to pay bills, what 
to do with their insurance and how to 
negotiate with their landlord. She did 

all this while helping to prepare meals 
for the family and lending a shoulder to 
cry on when anyone needed it.”

Concluded Mr. Hinder: “Belinda’s 
kindness is generated from the bottom 

of  her heart and she demonstrates 
her unconditional support of  her 
neighbours and community.”

From Ms. Pianezza’s perspective, 
everyone needs to be a good neighbour.

“I truly believe [that],” she said in a 
video presentation. “I cannot sit back 
and watch somebody go through any 
hardships without actually [lending a 
hand]. “… I am the type of  personality 
that will just dive in and help somebody 
out and make them feel welcomed. 
When new neighbours come into our 
neighbourhood or community, I am 
probably the first person who would 
reach out and get to know them a little 
bit better, lend them help and support 
in whatever means possible. I believe 
that pretty much anybody should reach 
out and just be friendly with your 
neighbours. You’re going to be with 
them for a long time and it makes me 
feel good that I have made somebody 
else feel good.”

Belinda Pianezza receives the Good Neigh-
bour Award from Councillor John Gallo. The 
Good Neighbour Award is part of the Town’s 
Community Recognition Awards program.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CROSSWORD

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,   

Ontario  L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly 
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a  

80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge 
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and 
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our 

horses to enjoy some grass and relax.  

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

Community Recognition Awards: 
McCartney honoured with Good Business Award

By Brock Weir

If  you have ever had the opportunity 
of  participating in a community forum, 
chances are you’ve heard local resident 
Eric McCartney speak passionately 
about the issues that matter to him and 
his neighbourhood.

But these are passions he channels into 
being a difference-marker both within 
his business as a realtor of  Century 21’s 
Heritage Group and as a long-time and 
dedicated volunteer.

As such, Mr. McCartney’s 
contributions were recognized this 
past May at the Town of  Aurora’s 
Community Recognition Awards. Here, 
he received the Good Business Award 
from Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 

The Good Business Award is 
presented to a business that has “shown its 
commitment to corporate responsibility 
and community involvement through its 
ongoing support of  charitable causes, 
events and programs.”

“Eric, being an active real estate 
agent, knows the importance of  having 

a vibrant community which contributes 
to why he is so dedicated to giving back,” 
said Steve Hinder of  Neighbourhood 
Network, who co-hosted the ceremony 
with colleague Erin Cerenzia. “He has 
adopted three parks, boulevards and 
walkways in Town and this means he 
ensures they stay clean and refreshed, and 
he enhances their overall appearance for 
everyone to enjoy. His focus isn’t just on 
public green space as he is also an active 
volunteer for St. John’s Ambulance 
Therapy Dogs, Canadian Red Cross 
disaster responses, the Heart & Stroke 
Big Bike and McDonalds McHappy Day.

“He also dedicates time [to the Town] 
as he served on the Parks, Recreation & 
Cultural Services Advisory Committee. 
Currently, he writes the Valhalla 
Neighbourhood Newsletter, volunteers at 
the Aurora Studio Tour, is a member of  
good standing with the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, and volunteers at many 
events in Aurora.”

Added Ms. Cerenzia: “I am not sure 
Eric ever rests because he also regularly 
shovels snow, looks after people’s homes, 
picks up food and medication for others 
in the community and more.”

In a video shown in Council 
Chambers prior to accepting his 
award, Mr. McCartney shared with the 
audience why he is so passionate about 
his community.

“I am truly honoured to receive the 
Town of  Aurora Good Business Award,” 
he said. “It has always given me great 
pleasure to be a member of  a number 
of  volunteer organizations and also to 
support [our Town] through events, 
programs and causes. It is my belief  that 
every business and citizen has a societal 
responsibility. I thank you again for this 
award and I look forward to continue 
working, supporting and volunteering 
with my neighbours, colleagues and 
friends, to help make Aurora an even 
better place to live, work and play.”

Realtor Eric McCartney receives the Good 
Business Award from Councillor Harold Kim. 
The Good Business Award is part of the 
Town’s Community Recognition Awards pro-
gram. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020Page  20             Page 21

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM
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Honour someone special with a gift of Hospice  |  WWW.MYHOSPICE.CA 

653 Queen Street Newmarket ON L3Y 2J1

905.967.1500 x133

Advertising generously donated by an Anonymous doner 

Chartible Registration # 896696804 RR0001

Your Charity 
of Choice
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THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

DENTURE CLINIC

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be 

there when they do... Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory  

905-727-3300 
Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING

PAINTING

PROPANE

WATER

Proudly serving 
Aurora for 16 years

 York Region

Hire a local private car for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $85.00 

Call Peter 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600

Private Car 
Service

ECOLIMOECOLIMO

email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com • ecolimoyorkregion.com

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

HR Denture 
Clinic

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

Yo
ng

e 
S

t.

Wellington St.

Bloomington Rd.

Brookland

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1  | Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098
www.allanlaw.ca |jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5

PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 
language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at the Aurora Public Library (Magna Room), 
from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults 
(from francophone to beginners with a good base) 
looking to put their French-language conversation skills 
into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills with 
less strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/
partagez-fr.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at The Royal 
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, 
Aurora. The speaker today is celebrated author and 
lecturer Ted Barris, author of  The Dam Busters. For 
more information on this month’s speaker, contact 
David Brisley 905-841-9338.New Members Welcome! 
Contact Brian Walsh brian.walsh1@sympatico.ca or be 
our guest at the meeting.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
The Snowflake Father & Daughter Ball is back for 

its fifth year at Highland GM. The evening is a magical 
fundraiser in support of  Girls Inc. of  York Region, an 
organization that helps to empower young girls in York 
Region. For girls ages 6-13, bring out your Dad, Uncle, 
Grandfather for a fun night out to benefit Girls Inc. of  
York Region! $35/person. For more information, visit 
snowflabefdb.com.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at the Aurora Public Library (Magna Room), 

from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults 
(from francophone to beginners with a good base) 
looking to put their French-language conversation skills 
into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills with 
less strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/
partagez-fr.

MONDAY, JANUARY 20
Canadian Blood Services will host a blood donation 

event today from 2 – 7 p.m. at the Aurora Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North). For more information, visit 
www.blood.ca.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
Aurora residents and visitors are invited to celebrate 

the start of  the year at the Mayor and Council New 
Year’s Levee, set to take place today from 4 – 7.30 p.m. 
at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. This new 
tradition signifies the start of  a new year and gives the 
Mayor and members of  Council a chance to connect 
with the community. There will be free swimming, 
skating, face painting and crafts. During the skate the 
Tigers will be joining in and skating with everyone, 
before their home game which follows.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at the Aurora Public Library (Magna Room), 
from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults 
(from francophone to beginners with a good base) 
looking to put their French-language conversation skills 
into action. Francophones and stronger speakers are 
encouraged to share their French language skills with 
less strong speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/
partagez-fr.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 2, 2020Page  22             Page 23

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

SERVICE

ADVERTISE IN 
THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300  
EXT. 102

HAPPY HANUKAH! – The Town of Aurora and Chabad Aurora welcomed over 100 members of the community to Town Hall on Sunday, December 22, to mark the first day of 
Hanukah with a traditional Menorah Lighting Ceremony. Dignitaries on hand to help Rabbi Yossi Hecht and Mayor Tom Mrakas light the Menorah were MPs Leona Alleslev (Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill) and Tony Van Bynen (Newmarket-Aurora), and Councillor Wendy Gaertner. In addition to live music outside, family fun continued inside with traditional food (including 
a jelly donut tug of war!), face painting and crafts.                                                               Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger    
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM (JK to Grade 12)  
The Global Leadership Program teaches students to deeply consider the  

global context. Creative and innovative decision making drives all programming  
in academics and activities beyond the classroom. 

 
Students learn to take theory to action, and to assess the impact of their  

actions. The program is tailored to each age group and culminates  
in an action-based Global Leadership Diploma.

MEMBER SCHOOL, UNESCO ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS NETWORK 
Pickering College is the only independent school in Ontario to attain full 

membership in the UNESCO Associated Schools Network. The network links 
educational institutions across the world around a common goal: to build the 

defences of peace in the minds of children and young people.

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR UNIVERSITY AND BEYOND 
Pickering College prepares students for university while also encouraging  

them to make a difference in the world as ethical, compassionate and  
values-based decision-makers. Our academic curriculum focuses on  

excellence and innovation while ensuring students have a solid  
understanding of core subjects. All students also have countless opportunities  

to participate in leadership activities, community service, sports and the  
arts and excursions, both locally and globally.

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Pickering College offers a wide range of competitive and recreational sports.  
In addition to popular sports such as soccer, volleyball and basketball,  

there are unique offerings including equestrian, mountain biking,  
alpine skiing and snowboarding.

OPEN HOUSE
(JK to Grade 11)

16945 Bayview Ave. Newmarket

Tuesday, January 14
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 18
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
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Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, confident  
and resilient. Our approach to education ensures that they are 

able to reach their full potential, achieve their personal and  
academic goals, and deal effectively with the challenges of life.

For more information please call us at 
905-895-1700 ext. 259  
or email us at  
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

APPLY NOW
for September 2020

As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance 

• strong research and writing 

• critical thinking abilities

• leadership & mentorship

• dialogue, communication and presentation

• design, invent and problem solve

Book your Admission Tour! 
Wednesdays (by appointment)

OPEN HOUSE
(JK to Grade 11)

Tuesday, January 14

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 18

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

No RSVP necessary

- we look forward to seeing you!


