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Kaleidoscope 
program drums  
up excitement at 

local schools

Performer Fana Soro gives students at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Elementary School 
some pointers in the music of Cote d’Ivoire last week as part of the Aurora Cultural Cen-
tre’s Kaleidoscope in the Schools program. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

They were fidgety as they sat down on 
their gymnasium floor in front of  drums 
of  all shapes and sizes lined up before a 
colourful backdrop of  African fauna, each 
creature imbued with symbolism that 
sparked the imagination.

As soon as percussionist Fana Soro 
stepped forward in his colourful, billowy 
clothes, the fidgeting immediately ceased 

By Brock Weir

Options which could lead to 
significant changes in Aurora’s electoral 
system are expected to be made public 
next week.

They’ve consulted with the public and 
they’ve consulted with local lawmakers, 
and now consultants are preparing 
to release their next report which will 
put suggested lines on maps for Aurora 
adopting a Ward system of  governance.

Aurora is currently governed by an 
at-large system where six Councillors 
– plus the office of  the Mayor – are 

elected by the community as a whole to 
represent their interests.

The current Council, however, has 
tasked consultants developing options 
for the adoption of  a ward system where 
residents in a particular designated area, 
or ward, would vote for the Mayor and 
a single Councillor to represent their 
interests.

The consultants will propose four 
different ward options – models with 
three, four, five and six wars respectively.

“All options achieve effective 
representation, although there is a 
difference in how well each achieves 
the various components of  effective 

representation,” says the Town.
While more than 100 submissions 

have been made online by residents 
weighing in on the possible adoption of  
a ward system, the two public meetings 
thus far have brought mixed feedback 
from residents.

Following the release of  the four 
options next week, a further public 
meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
December 11, from 7 – 9 p.m. in the 
Skylight Gallery at Town Hall, giving 
residents the chance to view the options 
and provide feedback. A further meeting 
will take place January 15, from 7 – 9 
p.m., at the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Ward options to be presented December 4

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 
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WITH THEIR EYES ALL AGLOW – Young soccer players help the spread the holiday cheer on Saturday night as they made their 
way down Yonge Street in the Santa Under the Stars parade. Thousands lined the road from Orchard Heights to Murray to catch a glimpse 
of Santa Claus. For full coverage, see Pages 24 & 25. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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ROUND 2: WARD OPTIONS
Aurora is considering moving to a ward system for elections.

aurora electoral system review

December 11, 7 to 9 p.m.
Aurora Town Hall, Skylight Gallery

More details at: aurora.ca/esr

Let us know what you 
think of the options:

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus 
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

We Know Service Matters. 4.5 188 Total Reviews

CORRECTION – The caption accompanying this photo last week, entitled “Hockey 
Family”, should have read: “Dave and Ryan Gardner, Part of the Class of 2019, were 
welcomed into the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame.”          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

New smoking bylaws 
now in effect

By Brock Weir

New smoking bylaws recently 
approved by Council are now formally 
in force.

The new rules were given the green 
light on November 12 cracking down 
on smoking and vaping in public places 
– whether the substance in question is 
tobacco or cannabis.

The new rules define Town property 
as places including Town Hall, 
Aurora’s Joint Operations Centre, all 
community centres and leisure facilities, 
public sports fields, trails and Town-
owned lands, excluding sidewalks and 
highways.

Smoking is defined as “the holding 
or carrying of  a lighted cigar, 
cigarette, pipe, e-cigarette, electronic 

vaporizer, or any other lighted, heated 
or otherwise activated smoking or 
vaporizing equipment that contains any 
tobacco, cannabis, or other substance 
or product.”

Anyone found guilty of  violating the 
bylaw may face a fine between $100 
and $5,000 for a first conviction. A 
second or any subsequent convictions 
could result in fines between $250 and 
$10,000.

“Under the Town’s smoking bylaw, 
smoking or vaping in a vehicle is 
prohibited on Town property,” said the 
Town in a statement Monday. “Also, 
under the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 
smoking and/or vaping in vehicles with 
passengers 15 years of  age or younger is 
strictly prohibited. Smoking or vaping 
cannabis in a vehicle is against the law 
and is a serious risk to public safety.”



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 28, 2019THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 28, 2019Page  4             Page 5

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

There is no better way to get some get-
up-and-go in the morning than rolling over 
after your alarm goes off, picking up your 
phone, looking blearily at the screen, only 
to receive a notification about something 
particularly alarming.

It might be a startling news item, a 
Tweet from an acquaintance from whom 
there had been nothing but radio silence for 
the past year or two, or even a sometime-
over-the-middle-of-the-night alert from 
your phone rudely reminding you that 
you really need to ration your screen time. 
Whatever the alert, if  they touch a nerve 
just right, they can really serve to get your 
blood pumping. 

A couple of  weeks ago, I had a 
particularly early Thursday. It was initially 
shaping up to be a relatively low-key day, 
but I got word late Wednesday night I had 
to be at a photo op at what was essentially 
the crack of  dawn. Having little notice 
about the event, I quickly determined 
my game plan: I figured out what time I 
needed to be in bed by, how much sleep 
I was ultimately going to get that night 
(spoiler alert: not enough), and, thanks to 
the handy dandy transit app, figured out 
where I needed to be – and when – in 
order to catch the bus towards my final 
destination. 

Plan in mind, and programmed in, 
I went to bed content that all systems 
indicated a smooth and relatively painless 
morning ahead, albeit earlier than I 
anticipated. Sleep came quickly, but I 
ultimately woke up just a few minutes 
before the alarm, giving me a couple of  
minutes to wake up at my leisure before 
the actual wake-up production began.

Rolling over, content in the idea that 
everything was under control, I picked 
up the phone, checked my notes for the 
day, and got up. Something in the back 
of  my head told me to check the transit 
apps again just to be on the safe side and I 
followed my gut.

I’m glad I did – not that it would have 
made any difference anyway --- because 
apparently the bus I was supposed to 
catch was not only making the rounds, it 
did so with great speed, leaving my stop 
a whopping 51 minutes early, with no 
further means of  transit expected to arrive 
at that stop for another 90 minutes.

To say that a change of  plan was 
necessary is certainly an understatement. 
Plans B and C were examined before 
being dismissed out of  hand and Plan D 
had to be deployed. For better or worse. 

As I raced to get ready, I couldn’t help but 
wonder, with no small degree of  irritation, 

what the point of  a transit app was – let 
alone a transit schedule – if  the times listed 
were out of  synch and unreliable by more 
than an hour.

In my irritated state, my internal 
monologue turned to the idea that these 
inconsistencies, along with the fares one 
must pay for the privilege of  using the 
service, is what is keeping people from 
leaving their cars at home and taking 
transit when they have no way to be 100 
per cent certain on when their proverbial 
chariot will take them where they need to 
go. 

Talking with a number of  my peers 
over the past week, it seems this sentiment 
is shared amongst transit-riding folk. 
Although local transit systems are providing 
invaluable and necessary services for the 
community, there is a sense among some 
riders that they are paying for a service 
that is not being delivered as-sold.

Each year come budget-time, we often 
hear questions being asked about the 
state of  transit, costs that will be incurred 
over the year ahead, how ridership levels 
have fluctuated over the previous twelve 
months, and how this growth or decline 
in ridership will impact fares and the cost-
per-ride.

This last question often elicits the most 
interesting analysis of  how transit impacts 
the bottom lines of  taxpayers as officials 
crunch the numbers and illustrate how 
the relatively low levels of  ridership result 
in the average person footing the bill for a 
hefty subsidy on each individual fare.

With this in mind, I was interested to 
read a bold new proposal from Toronto 
MPP Michael Coteau, a leadership 
candidate in the race to succeed Kathleen 
Wynne as permanent head of  the Liberal 
Party of  Ontario. 

In one of  his latest platform planks, Mr. 
Coteau has outlined a bold idea to combat 
climate change: eliminating transit fees 
across Ontario to encourage more people 
to hop on buses, trains, etc., and leave their 
cars at home.

“Our actions must be bold and 
decisive,” he said on addressing the 
climate crisis. “I believe, as a principle, that 
like other public services in Ontario, public 
transit should be free at the point of  access. 
Within the context of  a province-wide 
initiative to identify and mitigate barriers 
to use of  public transit, we will develop 
and implement a plan to eliminate transit 
fares incrementally over the course of  a 
decade.”

Admitting this will be a very costly 
process, he said that all levels of  
government within this province – 
including the Regional/County and 
municipal governments – must row in the 
same direction to make it happen. 

“We will undertake cost-benefit 
analysis to evaluate the effectiveness of  
fare-free transit at achieving targeted 
environmental, economic and social 
objectives and determine the return on 
the province’s investment in free transit,” 
he continued. “We will use the findings 
of  this analysis to inform evidence-based 
decision-making on the role free transit 
can play in transitioning Ontario to a 
greater reliance on public transit to meet 
our transportation needs.”  

Although I doubt that eliminating the 
point-of-service costs to getting on a bus 
will have a significant impact on climate 
change, and I have equal doubt that this 
proposal will ultimately come to pass 
without a fight from the lower tiers of  
government, I welcome the fact that some 
out-of-the-box thinking is being brought to 
the table in order to increase ridership. 

The cost-per-trip is, of  course, 
something that will always have to be 
subsidized by the taxpayer in one way or 
another, but continually increasing fares to 
cover this subsidy while, at the same time, 
claiming that every effort is being made 
to drive up ridership and, thus, reduce 
the reliance on a subsidy is nothing but 
counterintuitive. Much in the same way 
is increasing the cost of  postage to cover 
operations while consumers are turning 
to cheaper and sometimes more reliable 
alternatives.

Now that the deadline to sign up for the 
Ontario Liberals’ leadership race is closed, 
only time will tell if  this idea gains traction 
within the party and gains momentum at 
Queen’s Park. In the meantime, however, I 
would like to see further discussions on how 
the system can be made more efficient, 
accessible and reliable for the masses that 
depend on it.

That, in my opinion, will remove a 
significant barrier to ridership. 

BROCK’S 
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Brock Weir
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A fundamental issue that the Liberal 
government must face is that expansion 
of  the TMX pipeline capacity and 
reduction of  CO2 emissions are 
mutually exclusive.

Fossil carbon must stay in the 
ground. The climate crisis is far more 
serious than has been acknowledged by 
the IPCC. Earth is now absorbing net 
heat at an average rate of  about 2 W / 
m^2 . This rate of  net heat absorption 
is increasing due to ongoing melting of  
near polar ice, which melting increases 
solar energy absorption. Earth is in 
the early stages of  thermal runaway. 
Comparable thermal runaway occurred 
56 million years ago and resulted in 
extinction of  all large land animals.

It is time for governmental decisions 
to be guided by science, irrespective of  
fossil fuel industry interests. We need 
to immediately expand nuclear power 
generation. Renewable energy is fine 
for making hydrogen, which can serve 
as a vehicle fuel and for meeting peak 
heating loads, but we need more than 
a five-fold expansion in nuclear power 
capacity to fully displace fossil fuels in 
the energy sector.

The $12 billion that Mr. Trudeau 
wants to spend on the TMX pipeline 
should instead be used to lever 
funding from the relevant provinces 
and the private sector for funding 
nuclear power capacity expansion. 
Electricity rates and utility legislation 
must be immediately changed so that 
surplus electricity and nuclear heat 
can be economically used for fossil 
fuel displacement, not constrained, 
discarded or exported at a low price as 
at present.

If  the Liberal government throne 
speech fails to adequately respond 
to Canadian voters seeking sufficient 
action on climate change, then the best 
solution is likely an immediate new 
election to force a governmental policy 
change.

Charles Rhodes
Sharon

The climate can’t wait, 
says reader 

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

The time has come to close the doors 
on the 2019 Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair for this year.

However, we are hosting a special 
Christmas Market this Saturday at the 
Town Hall from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Our vendors will be located on both the 
first and third floors. You will find items you 
are used to seeing at the Outdoor Market 
as well as items especially geared to the 
holidays.

Here are the vendors who have 
confirmed their attendance at this time:

Among the farms, we will have 
Willowtree Farm with an assortment of  
fall produce including apples and squash; 
Pioneer Brand Honey; and Superior Meats 
with cured meats and a wide variety of  
cheese.

The food vendors will include 
Catharina’s Kitchen with assorted baked 
items, coffee and some hot food items; 
Sarah Joy Sweets with baked goods; La 
Brehandaise Catering; and Jan’s Country 
Pantry with jams, pickles, flavoured salts 
and sugars, Fair Trade coffee and chili.

We will have a large complement of  
artisans including Green Leaf  Designs 
with jewellery; Kibo with soaps and 
lotions; Designs by Eva with fabric bags 
and mats; Beading Mama who makes 
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CPC Leader Andrew Scheer met 
with his elected caucus and has stated 
that he wants to fight the next election. 
However, the choice of  him staying does 
ultimately reside with the Conservative 
Party membership.

According to a recent national 
newspaper story:

“Under the party’s constitution, if  
it fails to form a government — and if  
the leader has not yet formally signalled 
an intention to resign — then delegates 
can vote at the next party convention to 
hold a leadership race. 

“The party launches a leadership race 
if  more than 50 per cent of  members at 
the party convention vote in favour of  
one. The next Conservative convention 
happens in 2020.”

The convention will be held in 
Toronto in April and the 338 electoral 
ridings across the country will elect 
delegates to that convention. Most 
likely twelve delegates will be elected 
per riding.

If  these 4,056 delegates - plus the 
ex-officio’s, like current MPs and 
candidates of  record, previous Party 
Leaders and the like - vote 50% plus one 
to hold a leadership, then Mr. Scheer’s 
term at the helm will be over.

There are a lot of  Party volunteers 
who are not happy with what happened 
during the election campaign or the 
direction that the party seems headed 

in.
As someone who has been a volunteer 

member of  the PC Party for the last 
thirty-seven years it was tough watching 
the national campaign and the results 
play out as they did.

As the NDP have no money and 
might be going through a leadership 
review of  their own, this has provided 
the Liberals with some breathing place. 
The NDP will support the Liberals, at 
least in the short term.

This will therefore provide the CPC 
party with a chance to reflect and 
recalibrate.

While Mr. Scheer has met with MPs, 
they should be holding regional and 
local crying and complaining session so 
members can – collectively and before 
the national delegated convention in 
Toronto – get all the bile out of  their 
system.

The CPC Party should arrange 
a meeting in the northern GTA for 
example. Charge any party member or 
anyone who wants to attend $20 and 
then meet in a hockey arena or hotel 
room somewhere around the GTA. 
Hopefully, maybe 1,000 to 2,000 people 
would attend such an event. This would 
begin the healing process.

It would be a good idea at such 
a meeting that the vice president 
responsible for Policy, in conjunction 
with the Party President, lay out a 
time table for real policy debate and 
development over the next 18 months.

There should be meetings within the 
local riding associations where policy 
resolutions are first developed and then 
slowly prioritized and refined over the 
coming short time frame so that we 
have a real platform that deals with the 
issues of  the day, including, yes, climate 
change and protecting minority rights 
across the country, among others.

Party members need to feel that they 
are actually part of  the process and that 
they are being heard. More importantly, 
caucus members must be able to stand 
behind the election platform and 
support it during a campaign. 

The CPC Party needs to both 
energize its base and more importantly 
make itself  more open to others to vote 
for it.

November is a month of  Remembrance 
and the wearing of  a poppy its symbol. 
Each November, we pause, not only to 
remember those who were willing to give 
their lives for our nation, but to reflect on 
our solemn responsibility to continue to 
defend the sovereignty, democracy and 
shared values that our soldiers fought so 
hard to protect. 

As Canadian citizens we are defined 
by our shared values of  respect, humility, 
empathy, compromise and co-operation. 
The respect to hear and value all 
perspectives even when we don’t agree. 
Humility to admit when we don’t know 
and to work to understand. Empathy 
to put ourselves in the place of  others 
and consider their needs as well as our 
own. Compromise to negotiate to find 
an approach or solution that leaves all 
parties further ahead. Co-operation to 
recognize that in a country with as vast 
as a geography as ours and a relatively 
small population that our strength lies in 
being united at home and a valued ally 
with critical partners abroad.

Yet recently, we have witnessed a 
significant erosion of  these shared values 
in the national conversation, resulting in 
strained relations between the provinces 
themselves and between the provinces 
and the Federal government. Canada is 
becoming increasingly divided and we 
must be honest about the challenges we 
face. 

Our transportation and manufacturing 
sector is in decline with CN Rail laying 
off  3,200, GM closing it’s plant in 
Oshawa with a loss of  3,000 jobs, and 
Bombardier Aerospace laying off  over 
5,000 employees - to name a few.

Our resource sector is suffering 

with a 50% decline in foreign capital 
investment in mining, over 100,000 jobs 
lost in oil and gas, and talent and head 
offices abandoning Canada for the US 
in drastic numbers.

Our Agriculture industry is under 
pressure from China, the new NAFTA 
and the Carbon Tax. Our large trading 
partners are buying elsewhere, while 
costs increase but commodity prices 
remain stagnant, and Canada lags in 
productivity without the tools to be more 
competitive.

I spoke with many of  you at the doors 
during the election. You clearly stated 
that all is not as it should be, and that 
you are deeply worried. You fear that 
tomorrow won’t be better than today. 

Now is not the time to pit ourselves 
against one another - east vs. west, 
urban vs. rural, English vs. French. For 
Canada to thrive we must be united at 
home and have strong alliances with like-
minded nations abroad. The reasons for 
confederation are just as strong today 
as they were over 150 years ago. In 
Canada, everyone suffers if  any region is 
weakened. A rising tide lifts all boats and 
the hope for Canada rests in our ability 

to leverage all our assets and value every 
citizen.

To do that, we must change the 
national conversation and consciously 
employ the values that unite us as 
Canadians.

The power of  John McCrae’s poem 
“In Flanders Fields” is not only because 
it calls on us to honour the sacrifice of  
those who have lost their lives on the 
battlefield – but also in the command 
that it issues to us; the living:

“Take up our quarrel with the foe: To 
you from failing hands we throw – the 
torch: Be yours to hold it high…”

…and also in the consequence of  
our failure to abide by that command – 
“If  ye break faith with us who die – we 
shall not sleep though poppies grow in 
Flanders fields.”

Each November, we wear the poppy as 
the physical symbol of  our commitment 
to hold the torch high. Now is the time 
for all of  us to remember, embrace this 
symbol, and change the tone of  the 
national conversation. I am humbled 
and honoured to continue to serve 
as your Member of  Parliament. My 
commitment to you is that I will uphold 
our shared values in order to unite 
Canada and position us for prosperity – 
both for today and for the future.

But my contribution will not be enough. 
It will take all of  us, though we may be 
angry, frustrated and fearful, to strive for 
respect, empathy, humility, compromise, 
and cooperation – the values that make 
us who we are as Canadians. We must 
be vigilant, hold the torch high, and keep 
faith with our veterans.  

United we stand- one country, one 
Canada. 

Continued on page 23

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives  

is celebrating…

Almanacs!
Currently, the Farmers’ Almanac is the standard, but it wasn’t always the 
only almanac available. The Ayer’s American Almanac was published 
from 1854 – 1911 and its primary purpose was to act as an advertis-
ing tool for James Cook Ayer’s pharmaceutical company. He distribut-
ed 5,000,000 almanacs each year, which included information about 
astrology, moon phases, historical events and sun rise/set times. More 
importantly, it gave a full rundown of Mr. Ayer’s medical products and 
remedies. While these documents didn’t contain the weather predictions 
that we have come to expect, they did include popular sayings, facts and 
jokes, like this little gem: “Why is a bald eagle like Heaven? Because 
there’s no more parting or dyeing there.”

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL
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By Michelle Johnson
Collections & Exhibitions Coordinator

Aurora Museum & Archives 

Pushing the limits of  our time travelling 
devices I decided to venture farther back 
than I ever had. Back to 1859, to be exact. 
I landed on Wellington Street, near the train 
station, and was surrounded by crowds of  
people who were all wearing what appeared 
to be mourning attire. As a rule, I always 
wear black when time travelling – just in case 
I find myself  in this situation. I learned that 
a very large procession was heading towards 
the New Connection Methodist Church 
– a landmark that readers today would 
recognize as 16 Mosley Street. 

Turning to the woman beside me, I asked 
if  she knew the details of  what happened, 
she replied: “Poor Mr. Joseph Hartman, 
fought a battle with tuberculosis for years 
and it eventually took him. And only 38. 
He did so much for this County and Upper 
Canada. My heart aches for Mary Ann and 
their children.”  

I knew the name Hartman, but I was 
not familiar with Joseph specifically. I would 
have to listen closely as the procession 
carried on. Just then a train pulled in and 
crowds of  people in mourning attire joined 
the procession. It appears that this man was 
very widely known and well respected.  

As we approached the Church, I 
overheard a young man reminiscing about 
how Joseph was his teacher in the one room 
Hartman’s Corners Schoolhouse. He went 
on to say that this was of  course before 
Joseph was promoted to the Superintendent 
of  Education.   

Beside me, an older couple were taking 
great pride in recounting all of  Joseph’s 
political successes: in 1847, he was elected to 
the Home District Council, three years later 
he was elected to the Whitchurch Council 
and selected as Whitchurch’s first Reeve. 
Before they could finish, another person 
chimed in and recounted how Joseph was 
also the first Warden of  York County and 
would go on to serve six terms. In 1851, he 
was elected to the provincial legislature for 
the riding of  York North – a position he 
continued to hold until his death. 

I learned that while in office, Joseph had 
a major role in secularizing clergy reserves. 
At the time, one seventh of  the land in each 
township was set aside for the Crown and the 
Church of  England. Working together with 
George Brown, William Lyon Mackenzie, 
John Sandfield Macdonald and John A. 
Macdonald, the late Mr. Hartman helped to 
topple this system.

With the deceased now resting outside the 
church, Reverend William McClure began 
the service. When I returned back to 2019, 
I discovered that the Reverend’s memoir 
had been published, and it included his 
experiences of  that day:  

“Day very stormy; no house to hold half  
the people. The body was laid down outside 
the church, to allow the people to look for 
the last time on the face of  their friend. The 
snowflakes fell and remained unmelted on 
his brow. Abundant tears were shed. This 
over, the solemn procession moved to the 
grave […] The grave closed up was soon 
hid by a winding sheet of  snow; the sleeper 
felt it not, and there he now rests in peace 
[…] So much weeping at any service I never 
witnessed.” 

Source
McClure, William. Life and Labours of  the Rev. 

Wm. McClure, for more than forty years a minister 
of  the Methodist New Connection, ed. Rev. David 
Savage (Toronto: James Campbell & Son, 1872).  

Federal CPC Party – next steps

TIME 
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DIARY
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0%

Should there be a day, 
separate from Remembrance Day, 
to specifically honour our veterans?

“The sleeper  
felt it not”

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill
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Trans youth face homelessness, service gaps in York
By Brock Weir

Trans youth are facing significant 
challenges and here in York Region there 
are few places to turn.

These are the preliminary findings of  Dr. 
Alex Abramovich, a Research Scientist at 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
(CAMH) who has been a leading voice for 
the issue of  youth homelessness in York 
Region’s LGBTQ2S community.

Dr. Abramovich’s study, entitled 
Understanding LGBTQ2S Youth 
Homelessness in York Region, aims to 
examine the specific needs and experiences 
faced by young community members facing 
homelessness with an aim of  using the 
study to inform the development of  policy, 
programs and practices that address the 
unique needs of  LGBTQ2S youth.

But these needs extend far beyond 
a simple roof  over one’s head, says Dr. 
Abramovich.

“Something I found is the majority of  
trans youth who participated [in the study] 
did report severe anxiety, major depression, 
suicidal thoughts and suicidal behaviours 
over the past year, and over half  of  the 
trans participants reported being physically 
attacked because of  their gender identity,” 
says Abramovich. “They also reported 
family rejection, of  course, which I think is 
the main issue for all of  the young people, 
with few places to turn for support and few 
people to trust.”

The conclusion reached by the study 
team is that more specialized services are 
needed in York Region.

Abramovich, along with fellow 
community activists, joined members of  
the York Regional Police in Aurora on 
Wednesday morning for a special flag 
raising ceremony to mark Transgender Day 
of  Remembrance, a day to honour those 
who have lost their lives to, and as a result of, 
transphobia. A day to also raise awareness 
about the continued violence endured by 
transgender people, it was an opportunity 
as well for Dr. Abramovich to give the 
community a status update on their ongoing 
study.

The data is in, now it is a matter of  
compiling their findings into a comprehensive 
report for the entire community.

“I have worked with numerous 
community partners over the past year to 
try to identify LGBT youth in the different 
services who are experiencing homelessness 
but who are also at risk of  experiencing 
homelessness… or who have experienced 
homelessness in the past but are still perhaps 
attending services or connected to a worker 
at the different services,” Abramovich tells 
The Auroran. “I have to tell you that this 
has been the most challenging project in 
terms of  recruitment of  participants that I 
have ever encountered. I have been doing 
this work for a long time and it is always 
a challenge because it is a hard to reach 
population, but [there] aren’t as many 
specialized services in York Region, when it 
comes to serving the LGBTQ population. 
If  you look at a place like Toronto, there is 
a lot more population-based programming. 
We have an entire LGBTQ community 
centre, which is a really large community 
service, we have an LGBTQ shelter, there 

are a lot more places to find… If  you have a 
very specific inclusion criteria for a research 
study, it is obviously harder to find people, 
especially for this project, it was very specific 
where I was looking for young people.”

The project started with an age range of  
individuals 16 – 26 who identify as part of  
the LGBTQ2S community and are facing 
homelessness. What Abramovich found 
was those who they were able to recruit for 
the project tended to skew younger, with a 
number of  eligible participants skewing as 
young as 14. 

“I found there were a number of  youth, 
say 16 and younger, who were still living at 
home, in school, trying to finish school, but 
in really difficult situations. They were a 
group who were that high risk of  becoming 
homeless but they just had recently come out 
as either Trans or Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual. 
They were faced with quite a bit of  identity-
based rejection in the household, so they 
were living in situations that were really quite 
challenging. Some of  those young people, 
they were not able to stay in the home, so 
they had a friend in many instances where 
they could stay with a family that was more 
accepting. 

“That was one of  the findings that really 
stuck out for me, the mental health was 
really a very severe issue, especially for the 
participants who identified as transgender or 
non-binary.”

Throughout the process, participants 
were asked to take part in in-depth one-on-
one interviews with Abramovich or other 
members of  the research team. They would 
attend services where young individuals felt 
safe and they could afford the individual 

privacy to share their stories. They also 
utilized a mobile research lab to reach pockets 
of  York Region that either had limited access 
to transit or limited community resources for 
the LGBTQ2S community. 

Community services that are already in 
place for the LGBTQ2S community are 
doing great work, Abramovich stresses, 
but the problem is there simply aren’t 
enough services. Some services are doing 
“everything they can to be as affirming and 
safe as possible” for youth, but some services 
can benefit from additional training on 
LGBTQ inclusion.

Training is an essential recommendation 
that is set to come out of  the final report, 
as is an increased emphasis on gender-
neutral washrooms in spaces, along with a 
further focus on providing population-based 
services.

“That would be a specialized service that 
is specifically for LGBT youth,” explains 
Abramovich. “What would be ideal is for 
there to be a housing program. It doesn’t 
have to be a huge housing program, but if  
there were some sort of  housing program 
that was specifically for a population based 
housing program, that would make a very 
big difference, especially since so many of  
these young people I spoke to don’t feel 
safe and a lot of  them are in really unsafe 
situations. 

“I am a community-based researcher and 
I think this study is unique and it is important 
we share the findings with the community, 
we will develop a community-friendly report 
that is more accessible with infographics. 
We’ll be share to share that with the public 
as well.”

Community activists and leaders joined members of the York Regional Police to raise the Transgender Flag on Transgender Day of Remembrance last Wednesday. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Nomination forms are available from this newspaper,
and at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen. 
Or call 416-923-7724 ext. 4439

NOMINATIONS
WANTED!
Do you know someone between the ages of
6-17 who is making a difference within their
community? Nominate them for an Ontario
Junior Citizen Award today!

COORDINATED BY:

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 
DECEMBER 13, 2019!

Aurora Heights sidewalk 
should be in place for next 
school year: Councillor

By Brock Weir

A solution for students to get to 
and from Aurora Heights Public 
School in the height of  morning and 
afternoon traffic is an issue that has 
resulted in many proposals and few 
results over the past two years, but 
residents are hoping a solution might 
come this week following a motion 
from Councillor Harold Kim.

Council this week is set to debate 
a Notice of  Motion from Councillor 
Harold Kim calling for a sidewalk 
to be built in the area of  Kitimat 
Crescent in an effort to improve the 
safety of  pedestrians and improve 
traffic flow in the area around 
Aurora Heights Public School.

A sidewalk in the area was approved 
by the 2014 – 2018 term of  Council, 
but nixed by the incumbent Council 
in favour of  installing sidewalks on 
Kitimat when the road is due for 
reconstruction in the next decade.

This decision, however, has not 
sat well with neighbours, the school’s 
parent council, and the area’s 
crossing guard, all of  whom have 
sent delegations to Council to plead 
their cases.

In his motion, Councillor Kim says 
the Town’s existent policies support 
sidewalk construction “where gaps 
exist” and sidewalks are ultimately 
“essential infrastructure that offer 
a protected, dedicated space for 
all pedestrians, especially the most 
vulnerable, and when visibility is 
poor.”

He calls on Council to approve 
the Capital Project related to this 
sidewalk construction, funded 
by $100,000 from Aurora’s 2020 

Capital Budget, and for the project 
to be completed in time for the start 
of  the 2020-2021 school year next 
September.

“I am here as a concerned 
resident, a concerned parent, and 
as Chair of  the Aurora Heights 
Public School Parent Council,” 
said Amanda Dench, speaking at 
the Council podium last week in 
advance of  Councillor Kim’s motion 
coming forward. “I appreciate this 
opportunity to once more express 
my full support for a sidewalk on 
Kitimat Crescent and I am pleased 
to share that Parent Council is also 
fully supportive of  this important 
safety initiative, as are many other 
members of  the Aurora Heights 
Community. As I mentioned at the 
last GC meeting, I have lived in 
Aurora and on Kitimat Crescent for 
35 years. During this time, pedestrian 
vehicle traffic has increased 
significantly, as has enrolment at 
Aurora Heights. The absence of  a 
sidewalk compromises safety and 
encourages pedestrians, including 
elementary age students and their 
siblings, to walk on lawns on this 
busy street. This is unacceptable.

“This matter has been on the 
table since Kitimat was originally 
reconstructed in 2001. At that time, 
residents complained about the 
reconstruction of  the street to install 
curbs. The street at that time was 
dirt and tar and there were culverts 
and ditches. They outright refused 
the installation of  the sidewalk. 
Given that there was no sidewalk 
installation policy in place, the 
decision not to install the sidewalk 
at that time was solely based on 
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Tougher penalties needed to prevent heritage 
demolitions: Council

By Brock Weir

Tougher penalties are needed 
to prevent heritage buildings from 
meeting the wrecking ball, or being 
left to decay over the course of  time, 
according to Council.

Local lawmakers are looking at ways 
to bolster penalties above a possible 
$10,000 deposit from developers and 
property owners looking to make 
changes to heritage properties.

For critics of  the proposed $10,000 
deposit, including Mayor Tom Mrakas, 
it could be seen less as a deterrent and 

more the “cost of  doing business.”
Council received recommendations 

from planning staff  last week 
recommending an amendment to 
local bylaws to allow the Town’s 
building department to collect a 
deposit of  $10,000 when a property 
owner applies for a demolition permit 
for a listed heritage property.

This deposit, if  the recommendation 
is approved by Council this week, 
would only be returned to the owner 
if  all the requirements under the 
Ontario Heritage Act have been met.

Council directed staff  this past May 
to look into new ways to strengthen the 
protection of  Aurora’s listed heritage 

properties.
The resulting report was presented 

to Councillors sitting at the Committee 
level last week.

“When owners apply for a permit 
to demolish a building on a listed 
property, the Town would hold a 
deposit as a security until Council 
makes a decision on the application,” 
said planner Carlson Tsang. “Staff  
recommend that the Building 
Division collect a substantial deposit 
as a requirement for a complete 
application when owners apply for a 
demolition permit (including partial 
demolition) for a listed property. Staff  
are proposing the deposit to be in the 
amount of  $10,000 as this would be 
the approximate cost of  a prosecution 
if  someone contravened the Heritage 
Act by prematurely demolishing a 
structure.

“The deposit would serve as 
security during the 60-day review 
period. If  the building is demolished 
before Council renders a decision on 
the demolition request, the deposit 
would be forfeited to the Town. The 
money would be deposited to the 

Town’s Heritage Reserve to fund the 
expenditures of  heritage conservation 
programs.”

The report notes that Aurora’s 
citizen-led Heritage Advisory 
Committee reviewed the 
recommendations on November 4 
where they suggested that deposits 
required should vary based on the 
scale of  the proposal; an example 
being a large apartment building be 
subjected to a higher amount while a 
detached dwelling should have their 
deposit reduced accordingly.

A sliding scale of  deposits based 
on the size of  the proposal was not 
discussed when Councillors took 
their first look at the report last week; 
rather, much of  the discussion focused 
on whether the figure of  $10,000 was 
enough in any circumstance. 

“I think the amount of  $10,000 is 
too low to demolish something,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, kicking 
off  the debate. “We had an example 
where something was demolished 
before it was actually allowed to be 
demolished [and] I don’t think a 

This past week, I met with Premier 
Doug Ford and Deputy Premier 
Christine Elliott.

It was a very lively discussion as 
we discussed some of  the pressing 
issues facing Aurora – from funding 
for infrastructure, to protecting our 
environment and, of  course, the need 
for Municipalities to have the authority 
to make planning decisions that are best 
suited for their own Town/City.

Based on our discussion, I am very 
encouraged that we can work together to 

get things done for our community, the 
Region and the Province.

I think we all agree that all levels of  
government working together, is the best 
way to ensure that we can provide the 
services our residents need in as cost 
effective a manner as possible; making 
sure there’s value for the taxpayer’s 
dollar.

I will continue to work with the 
Provincial Government to address 
Aurora’s needs – current and future 
– and get things done for our community.

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

Photo courtesy of Mayor Mrakas
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449
/lb
9.90/kg

FRESH ONTARIO CHICKEN BREASTS
BONELESS, SKINLESS

SAVE $150/lb

SAVE $200/lbICE RIVER GREEN
NATURAL SPRING WATER
case of 24x500ml bottles

299
each

FRESH APPLES AMBROSIA, MACINTOSH, 
GOLDEN DELICIOUS OR GALA 
Product of Ontario, Fancy Grade, 3lb bag

SAVE $100222299999999
eacheach

FRESH APPLES AMBROSIA, MACINTOSH, FRESH APPLES AMBROSIA, MACINTOSH, 
GOLDEN DELICIOUS OR GALA OR GALA OR
Product of Ontario, Fancy Grade, 3lb bag

SAVE $100
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/lb
6.59/kg

FRESH ONTARIO BONELESS 
PORK LOIN ROAST

299
each

ORDER ONLINE
FOR YOUR NEXT GATHERING 

ATCOPPAS.COM

ORDER YOUR PARTY TRAYS 
OR GIFT BASKETS TODAY

FRESH SAVINGS FROM THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH

Same day delivery
to your doorstep in as 

little as one hour!

Coppa’s partners with 

Bring the whole family in for a delicious meal at Nonna Francesca's™ 
Ristorante, where you'll enjoy the fl avours of authentic Italian home 
cooking. Our friendly wait staff will ensure your visit is a relaxing and 
memorable experience, and our skilled chefs will prepare your meal just 
the way you like it. Choose from our meat grilling station or fresh pasta 
station. Everything is always made with fresh ingredients, just like in 
Nonna's kitchen.

Although we strive for accuracy in illustration, copy and regulatory requirements, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Unauthorized reproduction or use of this advertisement without written consent of 2360083 Ontario Limited an d its marketing agency is strictly prohibited.

VIEW OUR WEEKLY FLYER AT COPPAS.COM

VISIT OUR 4 GRAND LOCATIONS, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 

SCARBOROUGH
148 Bennett Rd.

(at Lawrence Ave.)

416.282.5759

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

NORTH YORK
4750 Dufferin St.

(at Supertest Rd.)

416.736.6606

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

 

KING CITY
King’s Ridge Marketplace

1700 King Rd.

 905.833.7035

NEW  STORE HOURS

Mon - Thu 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

One York St.
(on                 on Second Level)

416.777.0496

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.
Ristorante opens at 11 a.m.

DOWNTOWN
BY COPPA’S

FRESH SAVINGS FROM THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH - WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH
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AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1G4Visit

The frosty nip of winter, and the warmth 
of the hearth. 

B R E V I K  H A L L  P R E S E N T S  S I G N A T U R E  S E R I E S

General Admission & Cash Bar

8 pm
$50

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Christmas with Patricia O’Callaghan 
& Friends

Deepest December: 

AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1B4Visit

Cinderella in Muddy York 
B R E V I K  H A L L  P R E S E N T S  K A L E I D O S C O P E  F A M I LY  S E R I E S 

Presented by Puppetmongers
An imaginative and heart-warming holiday 
retelling of the classic fairy tale. 

2 pm – includes a post-show art activity!

$15 each, or $48 Family 4-pack

Saturday, December 7, 2019

Theatre Aurora presents: Assassins

By Scott Johnston 

Theatre Aurora continues this season’s 
theme of  murder and mayhem with the 
Tony award winning “Assassins”.

Although the title makes it sound like 
a mystery thriller, it’s actually a musical, 
with a book by John Weidman, and music 
and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim.

The story starts in a creepy carnival, 
with an equally mysterious Proprietor, 
who introduces the various men and 
women who have attempted, successfully 
or not, to assassinate American presidents, 
from Lincoln to Reagan.

With the Proprietoår as our guide, the 
plot examines each assassination attempt.

What were the conditions in the 

country at the time? What motivated the 
shooters? How did their actions inspire 
those who followed? These and other 

A Review

Sergio Calderon takes on the role of John Wilkes Booth and David Cardinal brings The Proprietor to life in Theatre Aurora’s production of 
Assassins. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Free Trial Class on Jan. 7, 2020
Register Online marqueetp.com / 905-713-1040

73 Industrial Parkway N., Aurora, unit 2B

questions are explored through the story 
and songs.

This is more a philosophical play 
than a physical one. For example, while 
the mindset of  the characters is heavily 
explored, sometimes through the 
interaction of  characters from different 
time periods, none of  the assassination 
attempts are portrayed on stage.

The music has been chosen to reflect 
each time period, which helps as the 
events in the play do not take place in 
chronological order.  The song lyrics are 
entertaining, and in some cases thought-
provoking.

Although some of  the characters 
are little-known to Canadians, an 
understanding of  American history is 
not required, as enough information 
is provided on stage to identify each 
character.  For those who may want to 
brush up a bit beforehand, the show’s 
program has brief  bios of  each assassin.

The play is well-paced and the lack of  
intermission helps keep things moving.

The set is very basic, which makes 
sense as so many different scenes and time 
periods are portrayed. This also helps to 
focus attention on the actors.

As for the cast, it is a large one. Even 

then, many of  the performers appear as 
more than one character, such as a killer 
in one scene and a president in another.

The cast includes Jaime Brown as 
Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme, Sergio 
Calderon as John Wilkes Booth, David 
Cardinal as Balladeer/Proprietor, Trevor 
Cartlidge as Charles Guiteau, Ed Ho as 
Leon Czolgosz, Kerry Hobbs as Emma 
Goldman, Ivan Hutomo as Lee Harvey 
Oswald, Stefan Porfirio as Guiseppe 
Zangara, Mitchell Rozen as John Hinkley 
Jr., Sandra Salvatore-Spaventa as Sara 
Jane Moore, and Glen Warren as Samuel 
Byck.

Overall, the acting and singing 
throughout is very strong.

Although an unusual concept, and 
potentially not for everyone, this play 
works well in its exploration of  the 
changing times in America, and what 
makes a certain type of  people tick.

Evening performances of  “Assassins” 
continue at Theatre Aurora, 150 
Henderson Drive, November 28, 29 
and 30, and December 5, 6 & 7, with 
a matinee on December 1.  Tickets are 
available through the box office at 905-
727-3669.
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

*Not to be combined with any other offers or discounts †Offers valid on in-stock inventory only - hybrids not included 
**0% and 0.49% - On select models for 36 months fi nance and lease rates offers through Toyota Financial Services OAC.  See dealer for details.

FINANCE 
RATES

ON SELECT MODELS
0%

LEASE 
RATES

ON SELECT MODELS
0.49%

*Not to be combined with any other offers or discounts †Offers valid on in-stock inventory only - hybrids not included 

OR OR
$1000

ESSO GIFT CARD

SNOW TIRE 
PACKAGE 

INCLUDING RIMS

NO CHARGE
3 YEAR 
TOYOTA

MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAM

$1000
OR OR

Black Friday Specials YOUR CHOICE OF 

Black
FridayBlack
FridayBlack
Friday

NOVEMBER 28,29,30 ONLY!

* * 

* † * †

* †

* * 
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905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

Carman Widdess 
General Manager 

& Operating Partner

Nick Di Tommaso 
Pre-owned 
Manager

Brian McPake
New Car 

Sales Manager

Tyler Widdess
Assistant Sales & 

F&I Manager

Vu Trinh 
Business 
Manager

Shahab Hajianpoor
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Bryan Gee
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Arash Azimi
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Matthew Hynard
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

905-841-8190 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca

Wellington St.
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*Black Friday Bonus price adjustments of $750 available on select in-stock 2019/2020 vehicles only, on lease, finance and cash purchase from November 26 to December 2, 2019. Price adjustments are applied before taxes. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. Model inventory for which the price adjustments are applicable may vary from 
dealer to dealer and from region to region. See your local Hyundai dealer for further details and applicable model inventory. ◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Elantra Essential manual/2020 Elantra Essential manual/2020 Elantra Preferred auto./2020 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2020 Tucson 2.0L 
Preferred FWD/2020 Santa Fe 2.4L Essential FWD/2020 Kona 2.0L Essential FWD/2020 Kona 2.0L Preferred FWD with an annual lease rate of 0%/1.49%/1.49%/1.99%/1.99%/1.49%/2.99%/2.99%. Total lease obligation is $8,912/$12,293/$14,330/$16,657/$17,395/$17,881/$14,025/$15,092. Weekly lease payment of $45/$40/$47/$70/$74/$75/$60/$65 
for a 36/60/60/48/48/48/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $1,895/$1,995/$1,995/$1,995/$1,995/$2,195/$1,495/$1,495 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,710/$1,710/$1,810/$1,810/$1,910/$1,810/$1,810, levies 
and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on 
new in-stock 2019 Sonata Preferred models with an annual finance rate of 0%. Cost of borrowing is $0. Selling price is $30,734. Weekly payments are $118 for 60 months. $0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,810, levies and all applicable 
charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. °$500 Winter Tire Credit available with the finance, lease or cash purchase of new in-stock 2020 Elantra/2020 Veloster/2020 Tucson/2019 Tucson/2020 Santa Fe/2019 Santa Fe models. Customer 
may decline the Winter Tire Credit and instead apply the credit amount to the purchase price of the new vehicle. Winter Tire Credit applied before taxes. Offer can be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Tire installation and balancing are not 
included in the offer. See your local Hyundai dealer or visit hyundaicanada.com for details. ^0 payments (payment deferral) for 90 days is available on promotional finance offers of in-stock 2019/2020 Hyundai models. Payment deferral applies only to promotional finance offers on approved credit. If the payment deferral offer is selected, the original 
term of the finance contract will be extended by 2 months (60 days). Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will pay the interest during the first 2 months (60 days) of the finance contract, after which the purchaser will pay all principal and interest owing in equal installments over the remaining term of the contract. Payments on finance contracts are paid in 
arrears. ^^For finance contracts payable on a weekly and bi-weekly basis, purchasers who select the payment deferral offer may have to make their first weekly or bi-weekly payment sooner than 90 days from purchase. Down payments are not subject to the payment deferral offer and are due on the date the contract is signed. Hyundai Auto Canada 
Corp. reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. Ask your dealer for details. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Elantra Ultimate Intense Blue/2020 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue/2020 Santa Fe Ultimate Turbo AWD Scarlet Red/2020 Kona Ultimate 
AWD Tangerine Comet is $29,592/$40,142/$47,442/$34,342. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810/$1,910/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. †◊°^*^^♦Offers available for a limited 
time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-
transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. 
‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. Apple CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple and Apple CarPlay are trademarks of Apple Inc. 
††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program 
subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. 1For further details, terms and conditions visit www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer. 2Vehicle exchange program is valid from August 1, 2018 as part of the Hyundai BuyRight™ promise. Hyundai Auto Canada 
Corp. will provide a 5-day vehicle exchange to eligible customers who finance or purchase a new and unused Hyundai vehicle, includes vehicles registered as demos, provided they have 100 km or less at the time of delivery. Exchange of a vehicle for another Hyundai brand vehicle must be made within five (5) business days after the delivery date with 
up to a maximum of 750 km on the odometer. Exchange is subject to customer finance approval, as applicable, and other applicable finance terms and conditions. The vehicle being returned must be damage-free, must not have been in an accident, and installed vehicle accessories must be intact. Vehicle 
exchange must be made for a different model or trim. Customers cannot return their vehicle in order to purchase the same vehicle. Customers who cannot provide evidence of active and continuous insurance/registration during the time of ownership are not eligible. Vehicle exchange program is only applicable to the original purchaser of the vehicle 
and is non-transferable. Only one (1) vehicle can be returned per household through the program. Only one (1) return per eligible VIN. Subject to certain exceptions, the vehicle cannot have been modified in any way from original, including the addition of aftermarket accessories that were not previously installed at time of delivery. The vehicle must 
be returned with a full tank of gas to the dealership where customer originally took delivery. Customers will only qualify for retail incentives that were in place at the time of sale for their exchanged vehicle. Any incentive introduced after original delivery date shall not be applicable. New vehicle contract must be of the same sale type and term of 
returning vehicle. Any additional costs, fees or expenses that arise from the customer initiating the program shall be the responsibility of the customer and the dealer. Vehicle exchange program is subject to revision or cancellation at any time.

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.
Active and veteran military personnel receive up to $750 in price adjustments±.
hyundaicanada.com/military

1Learn more at hyundaicanada.com/buyright

Express Shopping
5-Day Vehicle Exchange2

Owner Reviews
5-Year Warranty††

hyundaicanada.com

Ultimate model shown ♦

Ultimate model shown ♦

Ultimate model shown ♦

$750 
ENDS DECEMBER 2ND

ON SELECT IN-STOCK VEHICLES

BLACK FRIDAY BONUS*

+ 
LEASE◊ OR 
FINANCE†

FROM 0% 
ON SELECT MODELS

$500 
WINTER TIRE 

CREDIT ◦
ON 2020 ELANTRA, 

TUCSON AND SANTA FE + 
90 DAYS^DON’T PAY FOR

ON  ALL HYUNDAI MODELS

Based on monthly payment frequency. On promotional finance purchases of new Hyundai vehicles, with the exception of 
the down payment, if applicable^^. Restrictions apply.

Ultimate model shown ♦

MEET “KONA” OUR 
CUSTOMER CARE AMBASSADOR

NEW 
2020 HYUNDAI 

PALISADE 
NOW AVAILABLE!

& IN-STOCK

2020 ELANTRA
Lease the Essential 

manual for only At For

months with 
$1,995 down◊

Weekly
1.49% 60 $40

Step up to the Preferred auto.

for only $7 more weekly◊ and get:

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Blind-Spot Collision Warning with Rear 
Cross-Traffic Collision Warning

7.0" touch-screen display with Android Auto™∇ 
and Apple CarPlay™‡

Heated front seats Heated side mirrors

Includes:

2020 TUCSON
Lease the 2.0L 

Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,995 down◊

Weekly

1.99% 48 $70

Step up to the 2.0L Preferred FWD  

for only $4 more weekly◊ and get:

Heated front seats Heated side mirrors

Includes:

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Blind-Spot Collision Warning
with Lane Change Assist

Heated rear seats

2020 SANTA FE

Includes:

Heated front seats

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Heated side mirrors

Lease the 2.4L 
Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$2,195 down◊

Weekly

1.49% 48 $75

Rear Occupant Alert

2020 KONA
Lease the 2.0L 

Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,495 down◊

Weekly
2.99% 48 $60

Step up to the 2.0L Preferred FWD

for only $5 more weekly◊ and get:

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Blind-Spot Collision Warning with 
Lane Change Assist

Proximity keyless entry with push-button ignition

Heated front seats Heated side mirrors

Includes:

HOTTEST LINEUP SALES EVENT

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES
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NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

301 Mulock Drive, Newmarket Mon.-Thurs.: 9am - 8pm  Friday: 9am - 6pm  Saturday: 9am  5pm

Best backed cars in the world* 

10YEAR
160,000 KM
POWERTRAIN 
LTD WARRANTY**

905-853-0099
newmarketmitsubishi.ca
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FULL SERVICE FACILITY

SALES SERVICE PARTS

All photos used are for illustration only.
$129.00 bi-weekly for 84 months 

on 1.9% C.O.B.$1696.76

BACKEDBY THE BEST WARRANTY IN THEBUSINESS

PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
2020 RVR ES FWD MSRP of $22,998. ◊ $1,000/$900/$900 Winter Tire Credit available on new 2020 Outlander/2020 Eclipse Cross/2020 RVR purchased and delivered between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. Credit may be 
applied to qualifying tires or to purchase price of vehicle. Credit includes applicable sales tax and is applied after sales tax charge on fully negotiated amount of tires of vehicle. Rims, installation and balancing not included. See dealer for 
details. Other conditions may apply. Tires may not be exactly as shown. 1 Limited-time lease offer provided through Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services on approved credit, through December 2, 2019 on select new 2020 RVR ES FWD. 
2.49% lease APR for 60 months. XXX semi-monthly payments of $X based on a retail value of $25,029 with $X down payment or equivalent trade-in. Total lease obligation is $XX,XXX. 0% purchase financing available through Mitsubishi Motors 
Financial Services on approved credit until December 2, 2019 for up to 84 months on the purchase of select new 2019 RVR/2019 Eclipse Cross/2019 Outlander (terms vary by model trim, see dealer for details) from participating retailers. 
Representative example: 2019 RVR ES FWD with MSRP $22,998 and with a selling price of $25,028. XXX bi-weekly payments of $X based on a retail value of $25,028 with $X down payment or equivalent trade-in. From participating 
retailers. See dealer for details. 2 $750/$750/$1,000/$1,000 consumer incentive available on select new 2019 RVR/2020 RVR/2019 Eclipse Cross/2020 Eclipse Cross purchased and delivered between November 12, 2019 and December 2,
2019. Consumer incentive will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes and will take place at time of purchase. See dealer for details. Other conditions may apply. 3 Standard rate cash of $5,000/$4,000/$4,000 is available to customers leasing or 
financing select 2019 Outlander/2019 RVR/2019 Eclipse Cross (amounts vary by model trim, see dealer for details) using Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services standard rate lease or loan on select models between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. 
From participating retailers. See dealer for details. ¤ Vehicles may be shown with optional equipment and/or accessories. § S-AWC standard on Eclipse Cross and Outlander PHEV. AWC available on RVR SE AWC/SE AWC Limited Edition/SE AWC Black Edition/
GT AWC and Outlander ES AWC/ES AWC Touring/ES AWC Premium/SE AWC/SE AWC Touring/SE AWC Black Edition models. ‡‡ Android Auto is a trademark of Google Inc. ** Whichever comes first. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-
motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Some conditions apply.

OR 0%
financing months1

84for

Last chance!

$1,000◊

on select 2020s

Winter Tire Credit 
of up to

on select 2019s

2.49%
FOR

60
MONTHS

2020 RVR ES FWD¤

LEASE FOR

$179
SEMI-MONTHLY1

AT

/ Apple CarPlay and Android Auto™‡‡

/ LED headlamps 
/ Heated front seats
/ 8” Smartphone link display audio with rearview camera

BACKEDBY THE BEST WARRANTY IN THEBUSINESS

PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
2020 RVR ES FWD MSRP of $22,998. ◊ $1,000/$900/$900 Winter Tire Credit available on new 2020 Outlander/2020 Eclipse Cross/2020 RVR purchased and delivered between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. Credit may be 
PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
2020 RVR ES FWD MSRP of $22,998. ◊ $1,000/$900/$900 Winter Tire Credit available on new 2020 Outlander/2020 Eclipse Cross/2020 RVR purchased and delivered between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. Credit may be 
PRICES INCLUDE TAXES, FUEL AND LICENSE CHARGES ARE ADDITIONAL.
applied to qualifying tires or to purchase price of vehicle. Credit includes applicable sales tax and is applied after sales tax charge on fully negotiated amount of tires of vehicle. Rims, installation and balancing not included. See dealer for 
2020 RVR ES FWD MSRP of $22,998. ◊ $1,000/$900/$900 Winter Tire Credit available on new 2020 Outlander/2020 Eclipse Cross/2020 RVR purchased and delivered between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. Credit may be 
applied to qualifying tires or to purchase price of vehicle. Credit includes applicable sales tax and is applied after sales tax charge on fully negotiated amount of tires of vehicle. Rims, installation and balancing not included. See dealer for 
2020 RVR ES FWD MSRP of $22,998. ◊ $1,000/$900/$900 Winter Tire Credit available on new 2020 Outlander/2020 Eclipse Cross/2020 RVR purchased and delivered between November 1, 2019 and December 2, 2019. Credit may be 

details. Other conditions may apply. Tires may not be exactly as shown. 1 Limited-time lease offer provided through Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services on approved credit, through December 2, 2019 on select new 2020 RVR ES FWD. 
applied to qualifying tires or to purchase price of vehicle. Credit includes applicable sales tax and is applied after sales tax charge on fully negotiated amount of tires of vehicle. Rims, installation and balancing not included. See dealer for 
details. Other conditions may apply. Tires may not be exactly as shown. 1 Limited-time lease offer provided through Mitsubishi Motors Financial Services on approved credit, through December 2, 2019 on select new 2020 RVR ES FWD. 
applied to qualifying tires or to purchase price of vehicle. Credit includes applicable sales tax and is applied after sales tax charge on fully negotiated amount of tires of vehicle. Rims, installation and balancing not included. See dealer for 

Eclipse Cross
RVR Outlander

Features:

THAT'S LIKE
PAYING

$83
WEEKLY

or get up to $5,000 standard rate cash on select other models3

On until December 2

$1,000 off2

FREE

Receive a Black Friday Bonus 
of up to 

REMOTE START 
with the purchase 
of a new vehicle.

on top of other AMAZING offers.  

COME 
EXPERIENCE 
OUR SUPER 
ALL WHEEL 
CONTROL

2.49% 60
2020 RVR ES FWD¤

LEASE FOR

$179 AT

/ Apple CarPlay and Android Auto/ Apple CarPlay and Android Auto/
/ LED headlamps / LED headlamps /
/ Heated front seats/ Heated front seats/

Features:

THAT'S LIKE
PAYING

$83

✁

* Must present coupon upon purchase.
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www.thewaxingstrip.com 
905-713-6058 

15243 Yonge Street Aurora  ON  L4G 1L8

or... 

Go 
Dark!

Get a 
Light Tan

20% 
Your 

First Tan!

off

Municipalities have limited options when it comes  
to heritage developments
$10,000 fine would have done much 
for that.”

Mayor Mrakas was of  a similar 
view.

While $10,000 was a “good first 
step,” he said, “for some [property 
owners/developers] it is the cost of  
doing business and it doesn’t matter 
to them.”

“There was some conversation 
around the table about possibly 
looking at penalizing them with time, 
because especially to a developer 
or builder, time is sometimes more 
important than actual cash,” he said, 
asking if  staff  had given that any 
consideration.

Staff  replied that legally the 
municipality could not simply “freeze” 
or decline to accept a building permit 
should an illegal demolition take 
place.

“I guess we have to work under the 
legislation and what we’re given but, 
jeez, we need to come up with a better 
strategy on how we can penalize people 
who go and demolish our heritage 
buildings without permission,” Mayor 
Mrakas continued. “We have seen it 
time and time again: it’s the cost of  

doing business for them and some of  
them would rather just pay the fine 
[and] it’s a slap on the wrist.”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes, who 
has been working on a motion of  her 
own related to preventing heritage 
demolition, said she agreed.

“This is almost to prevent anyone to 
think about circumventing the process,” 
she said. “It doesn’t mean we can’t 
charge them more. I believe it can go up 
to $280,000.”

But staff  had a different viewpoint on 
the matter.

Town Planner David Waters told 
Council that he believed “the best 
approach is to designate where it is 
worthy to designate” as that would allow 
“severe” funds of  up to $1 million to 
kick in, but simply having properties on 
a registry could pose issues. 

“You could ask for whatever you 
think is appropriate, but we felt $10,000 
was justified because that’s the initial 
fine that the court does levy on illegal 
demolition.”

Municipal Solicitor Patricia De Sario 
concurred.

“$10,000 is a reasonable amount 
given what could be issued in court,” she 
said. “You may want to ask for a little bit 

more, but you can’t go too high because 
we really don’t have the authority to ask 
for anything and we can be challenged 

on it. If  we ask for something that is 
reasonable, then it is more of  a fact that 
we wouldn’t be challenged on it.”

From page 8
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM
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Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 
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Classifieds • At Your Service
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Special	Olympics	is	dedicated	to	enriching	the	lives	of	individuals	with	an	intellectual	disability	through	
sport.			
	
Community	Coordinator	(Executive	Position	-	4-6	hours/week	average;	2-year	term)		

• Chair	all	council	and	executive	meetings	
• Act	as	a	link	between	the	Provincial	office	and	the	community		
• Ensure	information	is	disseminated	between	community	council	members	and	amongst	the	

community	at	large	
• Liaise	with	Community	Treasurer	to	monitor	the	community’s	financial	position	
• Coordinate	the	volunteers	within	the	community		
• Ensure	that	all	policies	and	procedures	are	followed	
• Ensure	programs	are	delivered	in	accordance	with	Provincial	Special	Olympics	constitution,	by-

laws	and	guidelines	
• Review	and	be	familiar	with	all	sections	on	the	information	portal	
• Requires	strong	leadership,	organizational,	administrative	and	computer	skills	
• Knowledge	of	Special	Olympics	Ontario	community	would	be	an	asset	
• Attend	monthly	council	meetings	and	the	annual	All	Members	Meeting	(AMM)	
• Register	with	Special	Olympics	Ontario	and	obtain	a	police	vulnerable	sector	screening	

	
If	you	are	interested	in	this	position,	email	aurora.volunteer.coordinator@specialolympicsontario.ca	
	

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Aurora’s Frost shines in NHL debut

By Jake Courtepatte

There’s a cold front making its way into 
Philadelphia.

Morgan Frost has finally arrived in the 
NHL, making his much-anticipated debut 
for the Philadelphia Flyers last Thursday 
after a call up from the AHL-affiliate 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms.

It’s been a long road to the show for 
the Aurora native, who turned 20 in May, 
shortly before his third development camp 
was underway. He was drafted 27th overall 
by the Flyers in the 2017 NHL Entry Draft, 
picked in the shadows of  Nolan Patrick, 
the teenager picked second overall in the 
same draft, and who is already in his third 
season with the NHL club since the draft.

Yet Frost’s impact with the big club 
was evident just a period and a half  into 
his NHL debut, sliding in a backhander 
past Florida Panthers goalkeeper Sergei 
Bobrovsky for the career highlight.

“I was kind of  low in the ‘D’ zone, to be 
honest, and (teammate Travis Konecny) 
made a really nice pass and I saw a bit of  
room,” Frost told reporters following his 

NHL debut. “At first I was looking (to) pass 
but then I saw I had a lane to the net. I 
think the goalie put his stick out so I just 
tried to go short side with it and luckily 
it went in.”

It was a monkey off  the back of  the 
talented centreman, who grew up playing 
in the Aurora Minor Hockey program 
before turning heads in the OHL for the 
Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds. He was in 
the midst of  his first professional season 
with the Phantoms when he received the 
call up, having posted twelve points in 
sixteen pro games.

“He played a good game. There was 
definitely a lot of  good plays with the 
puck that he made for us,” added Flyers 
head coach Alain Vigneault. “A young 
player getting his first kick at the NHL, 
he’s obviously going to remember this 
game, and he scored a goal for us too.”

The call from the front office came 
during what any other 20-year old would 
be doing on their day off: playing video 
games with friends.

“(Phantoms Head Coach) Scott 
Gordon’s name showed up on my phone, 
and I wasn’t sure what it was for at first. 

When he told me, it was an amazing 
feeling.”

If  there was still any doubt as to Frost’s 
abilities to play with the big boys, he all 
but erased them in his second game 
with the Flyers, facing the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Friday. A quick drop 
pass off  a faceoff  from All-Star Claude 
Giroux set up Frost for a one-time from 
the slot, for his second goal in his second 
NHL appearance.

Per NHL public relations, Frost is the 
sixth player in franchise history to score a 
goal in each of  his first two career games, 
while the last Flyer to do it was David 
Laliberte in 2009.

Yet the humble Frost said he still has a 
lot to learn from his new peers, including 
the veteran Giroux, who has already 
taken the protégé under his wing.

“He’s teaching me how to manage the 
puck, and just basically how to play the 
pro game. So, I think every game is kind 
of  an opportunity to try to get better.”

By Jake Courtepatte

Hockey and good deeds: is there any 
combination more Canadian?

Business owners, family, and puck 
enthusiasts alike took to the rinks at 
Markham’s Angus Glen and Centennial 
Community Centres last weekend to 
take part in the York Region Hockey 

Helps the Homeless tournament, 
raising around a whopping $260,000 to 
help those in need.

The ten-team round robin 
tournament saw both amateurs and 
ex-professionals alike join forces for a 
friendly weekend of  hockey, including 
the likes of  Nik Antropov, Raffi Torres, 
and Owen Nolan.

Hockey Helps the Homeless 
surpasses lofty $200K goal

Aurora native 
Morgan Frost 
got his first call 
to the NHL last 
week, notching 
a goal for the 
P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Flyers in his 
debut. 

Photo courtesy 
of Philadelphia 
Flyers/Michael 

Strikick

Over 250 players took part in the Hockey Helps the Homeless tournament in Markham last 
weekend, raising over $260,000 in funds.                                   Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Let us help you 
 fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

We wish you & your Family, 
a Safe & Happy Holiday Season

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Call us today! 
We will connect you with top agents 
to assist you anywhere…globally!

Planning to move outside of the GTA…
Across Country…Anywhere in the World?  

BRENTWOOD ESTATES – AURORA

Stunning Custom 
Bungaloft. 4650 S.F. 
Plus Fully Finished W/O 
Bsmt With 2nd Kitchen! 
Open Concept Layout. 
All Bdrms With Ensuites! 
Court Location!

 $2,395,000

BRENTWOOD ESTATES – AURORA

Amazing Value! Open 
Concept Layout. Fin 
W/O Bsmt! Stunning 
Backyard - Pool, Patio, 
Deck, Cabana With Walk-
Up Bar, Shed, Extensive 
Landscaping!

 $1,495,000

SPECTACULAR 16 ACRES - UXBRIDGE            

One-Of-A-Kind! Ultimate 
Privacy! Gated Bungaloft 
– Extensive Reno’s In Past 
2 Years! Approx 4800Sf, 
4 Bdrm, 3.5 Baths. 
20’x60’ Quonset Hut On 
Property!

$1,700,000

COMPLETELY RENO’D – ST ANDREWS ON THE HILL

Private Pie-Shaped ½ 
Acre Lot With Mature 
Trees & Pond With 
Waterfall, Walk Out 
Bsmt, Stone & Stucco 
Exterior, Completely 
Reno’d 
Thru-Out. Over 4100sf!

  $2,289,000

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING – WEST NEWMARKET

Gorgeous Gardens Front 
& Back, ‘Sunroom’ Front 
Porch, 9’ Ceilings On 
Main, Hdwd Throughout 
Main & Upper Level, 
Extensive Crown Mdg. 
Finished Bsmt W/Open 
Rec Room. Private Yard!

  $829,000

SOLD

SUMMERHILL – NEWMARKET

Great Neighbourhood! 
Extensive Parks, 
Trails, Good Schools, 
Community Centre 
& More! Reno’d Kitchen 
Open To Family Rm. 
Finished Bsmt. Deck, 
Patio, & Private Yard.

 $829,000

UPDATED BUNGALOW – AURORA VILLAGE

Beautiful 54’ X 140’ 
Mature Lot! Beautifully 
Reno’d Kitchen & Baths. 
Fin Bsmt With Rec Rm, 
Bdrm, Sharp 4 Pc Bath, 
Hobby Rm & Ample 
Storage Space.

$839,000

SOLD
ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL – AURORA

Gorgeous, Beautifully 
Manicured ½ Acre with 
Pool! Renovated Kit. 
Open to Family Room –
 All Lrg. Bdrms.  Approx 
3600 S. F + Fin. Walk-up 
Bsmt w/ Wet Bar!

 $2,149,000

SOLD

CUSTOM BUILT ON RAVINE LOT – AURORA

Custom Home On 
Fabulous 1/2 Acre 
Ravine Lot! Quiet 
Crescent. Stunning Yard 
With Lagoon-Style Pool, 
50 Tonnes Of Natural 
Rock, Multiple Decks! 
Must Be Seen!

 $1,949,999 

SOLD

Presenting Sponsors

For girls aged 6-13 and their 
Father  r  Grandfather  r  Uncle

Tickets $35 each

www.Snowflakefdb.com

January 18th 2020
6-9pm
Highland GM Showroom
15783 Yonge Street, Aurora 

In Support of

Sponsorship
Opportunities Available
Contact Melanie Bell at info@SnowflakeFBD.com 
� 647-467-2202 
� Snowflakefdb
� Snowflakeballyr 
� www.Snowflakefdb.com

r  5th Annual  r

905.727.4258 

www.tholiver.com 
1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

Warmth when you need it! 

By Jake Courtepatte

It was the story of  two seasons: one on 
a meteoric rise to the top, one remaining 
locked in the basement.

The Aurora Tigers met the Stouffville 
Spirit for the second time in six days on 
Friday, coming off  a 6 – 3 loss on November 

13, securing the Spirit seventeen points in 
their last ten games.

For Aurora, Friday’s home match at 
the Aurora Community Centre meant 
an opportunity to snap their current four-
game losing streak, and perhaps bring 
their number of  wins on the season up to 
a handful.

The Spirit had other plans: the offense 

came out guns blazing, throwing fourteen 
shots on Aurora keeper Andrew Barwinski 
in the first period alone, who has recently 
taken the net from slumping veteran 
Christian Filippetti.

Barwinski managed to stop all but 
one puck in the opening frame, though 
the onslaught continued into the second 
period, where Stouffville took a 3 – 0 lead. 
Jackson Clark finally stopped the bleeding 
for the Tigers with just over five minutes to 
go in the period with his seventh goal of  the 
year, though it was too little, too late in an 
eventual 5 – 2 loss.

Steven Li managed the Tigers lone 
other goal.

With new head coach Jim Wells Jr. 
now leaning heavily on Barwinski as 
the backstop, he returned to the net on 
Saturday to face the Markham Royals, 
faring no better in a 3 – 1 loss.

Markham spread out three goals over 
the three periods, while Jalen Balbosa was 
the only Tiger to find the back of  the net in 
the second frame. Barwinski made 27 stops 
on the 30 shots he faced.

The latest pair of  losses comes as an 
extra blow for the Tigers, who have failed 
to turn it around under the tutelage of  
Wells, unable to gain a point in his three 
games as the top dog behind the bench.

It has all been part of  just the latest streak 
this season, this one adding up to six games 
lost. That brings the Tigers to a record of  
4-20-0-3, eight points behind the Pickering 

Panthers in the North division’s basement, 
and 23 back of  the division-leading Spirit.

Any chance of  turning around the season 
has to begin with a complete overhaul of  
the defensive system, with the Tigers giving 
up a dismal 4.63 goals per game. That tops 
only the Lindsay Muskies in the league, 
with the two clubs well behind the rest of  
the OJHL in the category.

It is apt to point out, however, there 
are some shining lights in this dim season: 
defenseman Jonathan Balah has been 
named to Saturday’s OJHL All-Star Game 
roster in Oakville, leading the Tigers in 
scoring with twenty points on the year.

Announced to the OJHL Prospects 
Game is Kaleb Nelson, at just 16-years-
old.

The recent commit to Providence 
College has shone in his first junior league 
season, sitting third in team scoring with 
thirteen points.

Affiliate Ryan Dunbar from the York-
Simcoe Express will also take part in the 
OJHL Affiliate Players Game.

Sandwiching Saturday’s All-Star 
festivities is a hosting Friday evening of  
the Mississauga Chargers, and a visit to 
Wellington on Sunday to face the league-
leading Dukes.

Friday’s opening faceoff  is set for 7:30 
p.m. at the Aurora Community Centre.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Defensive woes continue for freefalling Tigers
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From page 1

Kaleidoscope program brings cultural programs into the classroom

as Mr. Soro transported Grade 2 and 3 
students at Our Lady of  Grace Catholic 
Elementary School into the culture of  his 
native Cote d’Ivoire.

Mr. Soro brought his Yamo! Yamo! 
presentation to Our Lady of  Grace 
(OLG) on Thursday afternoon as the 
Aurora Cultural Centre kicked off  its 
Kaleidoscope in the Schools program.

The Kaleidoscope in the Schools 
program was founded by the Aurora 
Cultural Centre earlier this year, through 
a donation from patrons Jan Oudenes 
and Isobel Ralston, along with support 
from the Town of  Aurora, to take cultural 
programming on the road and into local 
schools.

Focusing on professional performances 
and workshops for students from 
Kindergarten through Grade 4 at no 
cost to parents, programming choices 
were selected to hit on several themes in 
Ontario’s education curriculum, including 
conflict resolution, survival, emotions, 
feelings, and overcoming language 
barriers.

“By bringing the program into the 
schools, we’re removing the barriers to 
participation for all students, regardless 
of  their situation,” said Suzanne Haines, 
Executive Director of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre this past April once they 
had funding in place. “Students with 
exceptionalities do not have to leave their 
home school and known environment to 
participate. Schools don’t have to work out 
the logistics of  busing and there is no cost, 
so no economic barriers for kids. No one is 
left behind.”

This is one of  the many reasons OLG 
Principal Inez Donato was eager to bring 
the Yamo! Yamo! (“Hello! How are you 
doing!” in Baoulé) presentation into school.

“We took a liking to the program right 
away and what I think we liked about it 
a lot was there was so much variety to 
choose from and we could pick something 
that spoke to our community,” said Ms. 
Donato of  Kaleidoscope. Yamo! Yamo! 

is great because it lends itself  to so many 
areas in the curriculum [and] I was 
hoping we could bring it to the school 
in November for Bullying Awareness 
Week. It fits perfectly because it exposes 
students and the community to different 
cultures. What we’re looking for in the 
wider school community is that there 
is acceptance of  each other, accepting 
each other’s differences, and I am hoping 
that presentations like this will further 
[students’] awareness and understanding 
of  each other.”

That is exactly what fuels Mr. Soro as a 
performer.

Having lived in Canada since 1997, 
Mr. Soro has seen firsthand the benefits 
of  intercultural exchange, and this is what 
he sets out to foster when he comes into 
schools like Our Lady of  Grace.

“I hope this makes a good connection 
and we can reach new generations,” he 
said. “I am hoping to show my culture to 
new generations and that way they can 
connect with Africa. I want them to learn 
about Cote D’Ivoire. We have so many 
African [cultures] on TV, but I want kids 
to see things that aren’t on TV, that way 
it becomes more real. Kids need to know 
that we’re made up of  many different 
cultures and when they learn about the 
many different cultures, they’re not afraid. 
Some of  the things we see on TV, we get 
scared, but when you see it and know 
about it, you won’t be scared anymore. 
Plus, when it comes to music, music is 
everywhere. When you show them [the 
instruments] we work with, they can see 
what they want to learn and where they 
want to go.

“The best question I get from students 
is sometimes they will ask me what we eat 
in African and what we’re wearing. I will 
show them my clothes and that they are 
not pyjamas and these are clothes you will 
see in Africa. Sometimes they have no 
idea. They will learn each culture has their 
own style too. It’s all about enjoying life.”

Added Ms. Donato: “Our students 
were very engaged. At the beginning, it 

seemed as though they didn’t know what 
to expect, especially the younger ones, but 
[Soro] did an amazing job engaging them 
through his storytelling and definitely 
through the music. I think the more 
they were able to participate, the more 
engaged and involved [they were]. There 
was definitely a lot of  learning in an 

active and enjoyable way.
“I want to thank the Aurora Cultural 

Centre [for having] this vision for us. I am 
looking forward to continued partnership 
with them. Their goal is to do one a 
year and that would be amazing. I look 
forward to continuing with this and 
having it grow.”
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•  S E N I O R  L I V I N G  I N  A U R O R A  •

First 15 Sales  
Qualify!  75%

SOLD

WOOdLANd TOWERS at THE MEAdOWS 

15th ANNIVERSARY 
SALE

ONLY A FEW DAYS LEFt - ENDS DECEmbEr 6
Our 15th Anniversary Celebration Sale means exceptional savings that  

simply won’t happen again. Our Sale runs from Nov 15 to Dec 6. 

15th

themeadowso faurora . com
400 William Graham Drive, Aurora

Presentation Centre Hours                                                  
monday-Friday
10:00am-4:00pm 

Saturday 
10:00am-3:00pm

LEArN   about The Meadows at our “Lunch & Learn” sessions. Call 905 503-5560 today.

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Your ‘15th Sale’ savings* include:
•	a 15% interim deposit (after 90 days), normally 25%

•	a $1,500 reduction to $8,500 on your signing  
 deposit, normally $10,000

•	up to a one-in-15 chance to win a $1,500 price  
 reduction on your purchased unit

 * (only the first 15 units sold during this Sale will qualify)

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1  | Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098
www.allanlaw.ca |jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

Leap into the “Devil’s Music” at the 2020 Blues Festival
By Brock Weir

Music Aurora will give a warm welcome 
to the Leap Year with some cool blues this 
February – kicking off  more than a month 
of  music programming leading up to the 
Aurora Winter Blues Festival.

The countdown to the 2020 Aurora 
Winter Blues Festival (AWBF), which will 
take place March 20 and 21 at Theatre 
Aurora, kicked-off  Wednesday at a 
special event hosted by AWBF partner 
organization The Aurora Public Library.

Musician Glenn Marais was on hand 
Wednesday to give Festival supporters a 

flavour of  what’s to come ahead of  his 
performance on Friday, March 20 when 
he will take the stage with “Samantha 
Martin & Delta Sugar.”

The second night of  the AWBF will 
feature headliners “Harpdog Brown & 
The Uptown Blues Band”, along with 
Sugar Brown and his band.

But that’s just the finale; the Aurora 
Winter Blues Season will kick off  Saturday, 
February 29 – a date that comes around 
just once every four years – with the annual 
Blues Bash, benefiting Music Aurora 
programs, with headliners The Pick 
Brothers Band featuring James Marrin & 
The Midnight Riders. 

If  you’re a leap baby, you’re in luck. If  
you can prove you were born on February 
29 and are over the age of  19, your ticket 
is free – otherwise, each ticket is $55, 
including GST.

Preceding the Blues Bash will be the 
first of  two pop-up concerts at the Aurora 
Public Library, the first of  which will take 
place on Saturday, February 22, entitled 

“Let’s Blues it Up” and the second, “Get 
Your Mojo Going”, on Saturday, March 7, 
with each performance set to take place in 
the Library Living Room.

“The Aurora Winter Blues Festival 
has been recognized as one of  the Top 
100 festivals in Ontario and this year it is 
bigger and better than ever,” said Reccia 
Mandelcorn of  the Aurora Public Library. 
In collaboration with Music Aurora, the 
Aurora Public Library will be hosting two 
free pop-ups in the living room. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for people of  all 
ages to come and enjoy music. I really 
encourage you to bring your children and 
grandchildren because how often do you 
have the opportunity to hear wonderful 
musicians when you can wiggle in your 
chairs, walk around, read a book, colour, 
and still be exposed to culture? I hope 
everyone will come out for workshops and 
for the pop-up blues performances.”

In addition to the pop-up performances, 
the Library will also host free music 

Musician Glenn Marais performs in the living room of the Aurora Public Library on  
Wednesday afternoon as Music Aurora kicked off the countdown to the 2020 Aurora Winter 
 Blues Festival.                           Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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From page 19

From page 5

Nolan, a veteran of  18 NHL 
seasons, joined Team Alair Homes, 
who raised an incredible $21,559 
for the cause, with players from 
Aurora, King, Newmarket, Barrie, 
Peterborough, and North York.

“A huge thank you to our team 
members, especially Christopher 
Smeeth who was the tournament’s 
top fundraiser bringing in $13,238,” 
said Alair Homes Partner Ryan 
Johnson.

All in all, the total amount raised 
blew past the tournament’s goal 
of  $200,000, raised before the 
tournament from an initial goal of  
$175,000.

A grand total of  246 players, 
27 pros, nearly 100 volunteers, 40 
sponsors, and over 2,200 donors 
added up to a successful weekend.

“When HHTH started with the 
first tournament in York Region 24 
years ago, nobody knew how big an 
impact this little tournament could 
potentially have in this community,” 
said Hockey Helps the Homeless 
Director Scott Page. “We are firm 
believers that if  you have the right 
people come together, you can make 
a difference when you connect them 
with that common thread.”

Money raised for this year’s 
tournament in York Region will go to 

supporting 360 Kids, an organization 
that has been supporting at risk-
and homeless youth in York Region 
between the ages of  16 and 26 for the 
past 29 years.

They provide a full range of  
support services to youth including 
emergency and transitional housing, 
basic needs like food and clothing, 
personal support, outreach to schools, 
gang prevention and intervention, 
counselling, and education upgrading 
all designed to help youth get back on 
their feet. 

“We can’t only build our way out 
of  homelessness,” said 360 Kids 
CEO Clovis Grant. “Innovative 
partnerships like ours with Hockey 
Helps the Homeless gives kids a 
supportive housing option that’s 
effective and less costly.” 

The initiative is part of  360 Kids’ 
‘Transitions’ program, which aims 
to provide affordable, furnished 
subsidized rental opportunities to 
give youth the ability to continue to 
go to school or work.

York Region is at a crucial cross 
point in youth homelessness: though 
there are nearly 300 homeless youth 
looking for a safe space to spend the 
night in the region, according to 
Grant, there are just 41 emergency 
shelter beds available among all of  
York Region.

Continued from page 22
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David Kim Salon de Beauté

GRAND OPENING

workshops in conjunction with The 
Arts Music Store, including a beginner’s 
workshop for guitar, offered to all ages, a 
brand-new workshop entitled “Guiding 
Improvisation” which will explore the 
connection between music and emotion, 
and a final workshop on “Live Audio 
Engineering” which will give participants 
a crash course in what it is like to run a live 
music show.

Beginner Guitar and Guided 
Improvisation will take place Saturday, 
March 14 from 10 – 11 a.m., and Live 
Audio Engineering will take place that 
afternoon from 1 – 3 p.m.

“Music and libraries definitely go 
together because they are both about 
human connection and in conjunction 
with the Ninth Annual Aurora Winter 
Blues Festival, Music Aurora and the 
Aurora Public Library are thrilled to 
announce a free mini-concert here in 
the living room that we’re calling Giving 
Back to the Community,” added Ms. 
Mandelcorn. “It will feature an award-
winning Canadian music artist. I know 
who it is, you don’t, I’m not telling – but it is 
totally worth coming on out on Saturday, 
March 22 from 1.30 – 3 p.m. We hope 
you will join us in the Living Room for 

music, community and refreshments.”
Seniors, note organizers, are 

particularly encouraged to come out for 
this free event.

Before the final concert at the Library, 
Theatre Aurora will be thumping as the 
AWBF’s main stage. 

“On Friday, March 20, we’re back 
at Theatre Aurora,” said Greg Smith, 
Acting President of  Music Aurora, 
noting that Mr. Marais has a number 
of  surprises in store for the evening, 
along with bringing out budding Aurora 
musician Louisa Barbosa up on stage to 
perform.

“On Saturday night – and we have 
been looking to make this happen for 
probably three years now – we have 
Harp Dog and the Uptown Blues Band. 
They are from Vancouver, so as you can 
imagine, it is difficult to bring bands 
from distances because of  travel costs 
and hotel costs, but they really wanted 
to perform and wanted to come here 
to this Festival because they have heard 
so many wonderful things about it. We 
think it is going to be an amazing night 
of  entertainment.”

For more information on the 2020 Aurora 
Winter Blues Festival, including event tickets and 
registration, visit www.musicaurora.ca. 

Our blended curriculum incorporates the professional teaching plans from Imaginary to Montessori, High scope 
and Reggio, all carefully designed to enhance your child’s improvement and prompt their mind. Rainbow 
Visionary Day Care (RV’s) staff care deeply about your child as an individual. Our educational group is dedicated 
to providing a happy, safe, and exciting environment designed to bring out the best in your child. At RV Centre 
our most important aim is to partner with families to develop children to their fullest potential abilities. We 
care for a child’s aspirations, well-being, safety and health by experiencing learning successes and enjoying 
the uniqueness of our blended curriculum, to provide children with an individual and specific adventure for a 
smooth entry into their future life. Diversity in all areas such as activities, foods, colors, books, shapes, sizes, 
textures, and languages are our main emphasis on child’s mind development. We do have 40% off by MARCH 
2020, for our registered children.

GRAND OPENING

From a Canadian press report:
“Roughly 66 per cent of  eligible 

voters cast ballots in Monday’s federal 
election, an anticlimactic turnout after a 
record-breaking attendance at advance 
polls.

“In 2015, more than 17.7 million 
Canadians (68.3 per cent of  eligible 
voters) cast ballots, up from 14.8 million 
(61.1 per cent) in 2011 and the highest 
in almost a quarter of  a century. The 
lowest turnout was just one election 
earlier, in 2008, when 58.8 per cent of  
voters turned out.”

In Newmarket – Aurora, we did just 

slightly better than the nation-wide 
average; 61,884 of  91,920 eligible 
voters cast a ballot, or 66.8%. Not bad.

Putting my Tory hat one, what worries 
me most is that in the Newmarket – 
Aurora riding, our over-all vote has 
decreased by 1,500 votes between the 
2011 and 2015 federal elections and a 
further 978 votes between the 2015 and 
2019 elections. Instead of  growing the 
vote, it is contracting.

Lots to think about for Federal CPC 
volunteers as they head into the festive 
season.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FRONT PORCH PERSPECTIVE

Hockey Helps the Homeless passes $200K goal

Rainbow Visionary Day Care
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Santa Under the Stars
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Sports Camp & Year Round Retreat Facility

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501
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SAVE 10%
ON 

SUMMER CAMP
Register by Family Day: February 17, 2020 
Applicable for Soccer, Hockey, English / Western Riding, BMX, WHAM and Day Camps

spreads Christmas cheer

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Yonge Street was a sea of red and green on 

Saturday night as thousands turned out for the 

annual Santa Under the Stars parade. Led by John 

Webster, Aurora’s Official Town Crier, along with 

the Royal Canadian Legion Colour Guard, this 

year’s parade attracted dozens of floats, marching 

bands, sports teams and more. Participating in the 

parade this year were, among others, Aurora MPPs 

Christine Elliott and Michael Parsa, Mayor Tom 

Mrakas, Councillors Sandra Humfryes, John Gallo, 

Michael Thompson, Rachel Gilliland, and Harold 

Kim, Citizen of the Year Barb Allan – along with 

scores of elves helping Santa along the route. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, 
but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory  
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING PAINTING

PAINTING

PROPANE

WATER

Proudly serving 
Aurora for 16 years

 York Region

Hire a local private car for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $85.00 

Call Peter 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600

Private Car 
Service

ECOLIMOECOLIMO

email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com • ecolimoyorkregion.com

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE
25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service
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Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146
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• COMMERCIAL
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INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Interior & Exterior
PAINTING

Trim
Carpentry

905-841-3424
www.stevecale.com

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

resident opposition.”
18 years later, the matter is still up 

for debate while, in the intervening 
years, the Town has implemented 
a sidewalks policy to “ensure 
connectivity, safety and convenient 

pedestrian traffic in high pedestrian 
areas” like schools, and lawmakers 
have also adopted a Safe Routes to 
School program, emphasising the 
physical and social benefits that 
come from walking to school.

“The sidewalk is much more 
important than property values and 

green space on a boulevard that 
we do not even own,” Ms. Dench 
concluded. “It’s about safety and 
doing what is right and in the best 
interests of  the community as a 
whole. It’s also about progress. 
I think we can all agree that a 
sidewalk is inevitable, even those 
who are opposed to it have suggested 
a sidewalk be installed the next time 
the road is being constructed. Isn’t it 
time we get things done and approve 
the sidewalk once and for all on 
November 26, rather than deferring 
this matter to another Town Council 
to deal with 10 or 15 years from 
now? It is time for progress, it is time 
for change. It is time for a sidewalk.”

While Councillor Kim thanked 
the delegate for her support of  his 
motion he said he would reserve 
any further comments for this 
week’s Council meeting. However, 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
said she was unable to attend this 
week’s meeting took the opportunity 
to weigh in.

“The children’s safety has to 
be paramount,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “I am in favour of  a 
sidewalk. I just don’t know if  that’s 
the right side of  the street. I think 
it’s the other side of  Kitimat…makes 
more sense because it aligns with 
the crosswalk and the mailboxes.” 
Underscoring her uncertainty about 
proposed sidewalk location, she 
added she has heard from residents 
that drivers sometimes ignore the 
stop sign where this pathway would 
ultimately cross.

But Ms. Dench replied that it is 
time to “defer to the experts.”

“I think that’s another matter 
entirely,” said Ms. Dench, addressing 
the stop sign concerns. “People’s 
driving habits and how people are 
driving around… are also a big issue, 
but I think that is separate from 
Council deciding whether or not a 
sidewalk is installed. That’s a way we 
can encourage safety, but the driving 
habits are up to the police or bylaw 
officers for parking and things.”

From page 7

Residents could get answers on sidewalks this week
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS 

(905) 727-3300  EXT. 102

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

CROSSWORD

From page 4

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues 

this evening with Peter Jennings: Shark Assault: An Amazing 
Story of  Survival. Shark Assault: An Amazing Story of  
Survival is a non-fiction narrative about Nicole Moore, a nurse 
from Orangeville, who was standing waist deep in the ocean 
while vacationing at a resort in Cancun, Mexico. Suddenly, 
she was brutally and savagely attacked twice by a bull shark, 
the most vicious shark in the sea. She came very close to death, 
losing more than 60% of  her blood (a condition humans are 
not meant to survive). As a result of  the shark bites, her left 
arm was amputated and she very nearly lost her leg, enduring 
numerous invasive surgeries in the process.  15372 Yonge 
Street, Aurora Ontario. $5/Member, $7/Non-Member. 
For more information call 905-727-8991 or community@
aurorahs.com.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28
The Newmarket Citizens Band presents Winter Fantasy. 

Come out for the annual winter concert with special guests 
The Marquee Theatrical Productions’ Intermediate Youth 
group. $20 for adults. Children under 12 are free. Reserve 
tickets in advance via email at info@newmarketcitizensband.
ca or purchase at the door as supply lasts.

NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 1
The Town of  Aurora will host its annual Christmas 

Market on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, presented by Healthy 
Planet. The market will be filled with good cheer and exciting 
activities, such as Santa and live reindeer, buskers, theatre, 
caroling, fantastic seasonal vendors and more. For further 
information, visit aurora.ca/christmasmarket.

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 1
The York Symphony Orchestra presents Romantic 

Premieres, featuring Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 and 
Sibelius Symphony No. 1. Guest Artist: Pianist Jarred Dunn. 
The first concert will take place Saturday, November 30, at 
8 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora. The second on 
Sunday, December 1, at the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts. For ticket information, call 647-849-8403. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30
The Aurora Community Band will host its annual Holiday 

Market today from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. Market includes unique local vendors, one of  a kind 
raffles, homemade holiday treats, performances of  seasonal 

favourites from the Aurora Community Band, guest musicians, 
and a visit from Santa himself.

* * * * 
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion 

presents Night Prowler: The AC/DC Experience tonight from 
8.30 – 11.45 p.m. The Highway to Hell album will be played 
in its entirety. Tickets are $10 in advance (available via snapd) 
and $15 at the door. Cash bar.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6
Cardinal Carter Catholic High School will host their 

Christmas Market Fair today from 3 – 8.30 p.m. Looking for 
a great Christmas event? Come to Cardinal Carter’s annual 
Christmas Market Fair featuring free admission, children’s 
area, and over 80 unique vendors. All proceeds from the event 
will go to a local family in need this Christmas.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
The Aurora Seniors Centre Evergreen Choir will present 

its annual Christmas Concert, Sound of  Winter, at 2.00 pm.  
Doors open at 1:30, on Saturday, December 7 at the Aurora 
Seniors Centre, 90 John West Way, Tel. 905-726-4767. Tickets 
are $5.00, children 14 and under are free but need to have a 
ticket. Coffee and cookies will be served at intermission. For 
further information, please call our reception desk. We look 
forward to seeing you there.    

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8
The Aurora United Church Chancel Choir and Handbell 

Ensembles will welcome the Aldbury Gardens Brass Quinet 
and Tim Birtch & Margaret Wolf  on trumpets for the AUC’s 
annual Christmas Concert today at 4 p.m. and again at 7.30 
p.m. The concert will take place at Trinity Anglican Church, 
70 Victoria Street. Freewill offering after each performance as 
well as free refreshments.

* * * * 
York Region Chamber Music will offer Viennese Classics 

& Serbian Charm today from 3 – 4.30 at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. Join the Odin Quartet and guest clarinetist, Goran 
Gojevic as they bring the charming music of  the Viennese 
masters and the enticing sounds of  Serbia to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre! Born in early 2015 on the Philosopher’s 
Walk in downtown Toronto, the Odin String Quartet unites 
graduates from the Royal Conservatory of  Music’s Glenn 
Gould School and the University of  Toronto’s Faculty of  
Music. For more information, visit odinquartet.eventbrite.ca. 

DEATH NOTICE

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden passing of  Barbara Wride  
(nee Wallace) on Sunday November 24th, 2019. She had a kind, generous and loving 
heart that she shared openly with everyone. Barbara is survived by Graham, her 
loving husband of  49 years; her 3 children Kevin, Karen (Tyler) and Kathryn (Steve); 
grandchildren Bryce, Anna and Reeve; and brother Lloyd, sister Janice (Pepper), brother 
Rob (Linda) and many extended family members and friends.  

Visitation will be at Thompson Funeral Home 530 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora, 
ON L4G 6W8 on Monday December 2nd, 2019 from 7-9pm.  

A celebration of  life will commence at 1:30pm at Thompson Funeral Home on 
Tuesday December 3rd, 2019. 

Barbara loved all animals, in lieu of  flowers please donate to an animal charity or 
rescue in her name.

Fond memories and expressions of  sympathy may be shared at  
www.ThompsonFH-Aurora.com for the WRIDE family.

Barbara Wride (nee Wallace)

intricate, colourful beaded earrings; The 
Bear’s Den with knitted gloves and socks; 
Larraine Watts with silkscreened items; 
DoubleNDesigns; For the Birds with pet 
dishes, bird houses and tree trunk planters; 
Great Turnings with turned wood bowls 
and pens; Heartsease Co. with fabric 
creations including bags and aprons; 
Naghme Kosari  Jewellery;  Orijanal 
Stained Glass; and Wild Cat Creations with 
an array of  beaded items including purses.

It seems that there were a few sponsors 
who weren’t thanked in my previous 
column. My sincere apologies for the 
inadvertent omission to: Walter Blonsky 
Photography; South Simcoe Flooring and 
Marc Advertising for your generous support 

of  the 2019 Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair.

We received some very sad news about 
the death of  a beloved and long-time 
vendor at the Market, John Abraham, the 
Strudel Man. John and his late wife Paula 
were vendors from the time the Market was 
located in the parking lot on Temperance. 
He sold Fair Trade products (his passion) 
and Montreal style bagels and fruit strudels. 
He was famous for singing his Strudel Song 
to anyone who would listen. His gregarious 
nature and infectious spirit led to him often 
being referred to as the heart of  the Market. 
There are many hearts in town and beyond 
feeling very heavy this week. Rest in peace, 
John.

See you at the Indoor Market.

MARKET MUSINGS
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HELP US RALLY 
AROUND  PATIENTS 

    LIKE        ETHAN.

GIVING TUESDAY 
IS DECEMBER 3rd. 

DONATE AT 
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