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SHOWING OUR SUPPORT – Aurora’s Dianne Harrison, pictured above Monday at the Aurora Cenotaph, is once again visiting 
schools, community groups, and with residents at large to write holiday cards and letters to serving Canadian soldiers and servicepersons this 
season. For more on the initiative, which has a goal to collect more than 4,500 cards for bases at home and abroad, see Page 21. 
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BLACK & WHITE BALL – Soul Benefit took the stage at the Royal Venetian Mansion, 
providing live entertainment for the Aurora Historical Society’s Black & White Ball. 
Benefiting Hillary House National Historic Site, the event raised thousands for the ongoing 
maintenance of the iconic local landmark. For more, see Pages 10 & 11. 
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By Brock Weir

Aurora is often seen as an affluent 
community, but all too many 
youngsters are facing financial 
situations that prevent them from 
taking part in organized sports.

Sport Aurora’s All Kids Can Play 
program is once again hoping to help 
families bridge that gap with the re-

By Brock Weir

A student has been arrested after a 
Tuesday incident at Aurora High School.

York Regional Police say a male 
student was apprehended following  
a report that he was in a possession of  a gun. 

“We responded to a weapons call at 
Aurora High School this afternoon,” 
confirmed Constable Andy Pattenden. “We 
received a report that there was a student at 
the school who was believed to have a gun. 
When officers arrived, the school was placed 

on lockdown. The student was located by 
officers outside the school, but still on school 
property. He was placed under arrest and 
no gun located.

“Further investigation led officers to 
a residence nearby the school. With the 
assistance of  officers with our Emergency 
Response Unit, the occupants of  the home 
were ordered out and taken into custody. A 
gun was located inside the house.”

The York Region District School Board 
said Aurora High School (AHS) was placed 
in a lockdown situation from 1.40 – 1.55 
p.m., and, after the lockdown was lifted, 

the school went into a hold and secure 
precaution until approximately 2.30 p.m. 

“Thank you to all of  our students and 
staff  today who acted calmly and followed 
our lockdown protocol and turned off  
their cell phones,” said AHS Principal 
George Voumvakis in a letter to the school 
community. “This helps to keep everyone 
in our buildings safe during a lockdown 
and prevents information being shared that 
could compromise police investigations.

“Supports will be available at the school 
tomorrow for any students who wish to 
access them.”

Student arrested following reports of 
weapon at Aurora High School
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The 2019 CDS Holiday Fair

Join us Wednesday evening from 
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for “Sip and Savour” 
– a night of  festive music, 
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November 2019

Thursday 21st

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Grade 5 class has sights set 
on Province after making 
winning pitch to Council

By Brock Weir

They’ve made a difference, and 
they’re not stopping at the local level.

Grade 5 students at Hartman 

Public School, under the guidance 
of  teacher Gina Shillolo, celebrated 
a victory last week as Council voted 
in favour of  creating a garden to 
help urban pollinators, specifically 

Continued on page 3

By Brock Weir

As plans continue to bring the 
Aurora Wildlife Park to fruition, plans 
are afoot to make the greenspace a 
destination for the monarch butterfly.

Council has unanimously approved 
a motion from Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner that will see the Town 
earmark a space for a dedicated 
garden designed to attract urban 
pollinators, including the monarch, 
to Aurora.

Her motion followed a successful 
campaign by the Grade 5 class of  
Gina Shillolo of  Hartman Public 
School to get local lawmakers to pay 
attention to the plight of  pollinators, 
such as butterflies and bees, whose 
numbers have been on the decline. 

The students asked Council for 
help in making “a welcoming garden 
filled with milkweed and flowers” 
– and Council has given them the 
thumbs-up, eyeing the possibility of  
locating the garden in or near the 
planned Aurora Wildlife Park that is 
a short walk from Hartman.

“My motion [is for] Council to 
try and find a place for the monarch 
butterfly garden in one of  our 
parks,” Councillor Gaertner told 
her colleagues. “By giving it more 
thought and speaking with staff, 
I think there is probably a more 
exciting idea: the Town is creating a 
wildlife park that may be one of  the 
few wildlife parks in Canada and it 
is quite near the school. The Wildlife 
Park would be an ideal place because 
it is a naturalized area and would 
be a perfect habitat for milkweed 
and monarch butterflies. As well, it 
would provide a wonderful learning 
environment for students at Hartman 
because it is going to be partly an 
educational place.”

She went one step further 
suggesting signage to accompany the 
garden outlining the life-cycle of  the 
monarch butterfly, the importance of  
milkweed to their habitat, and how 
Hartman students stepped up to help 
make a difference.

Councillor Gaertner’s motion 
received the widespread support of  
Council, including from Councillor 

Harold Kim, who questioned whether 
milkweed would be considered an 
invasive species in the wildlife park, 
if  that is the final location for the 
urban pollinators’ garden. 

Al Downey, Aurora’s Director 
of  Operations, said the location of  
the wildlife park already harbours 
“large patches” of  milkweed and is 
not considered invasive as it is “fairly 
slow growing.”

“The class did a great job a 
couple of  years ago creating a 
communal garden in the school and 
getting funds from other levels of  
government,” responded Councillor 
Kim. “[Teacher Shillolo] has been 
very proactive in the environmental 
area, I am excited to see that the kids 
are excited about this, and I will be 
in favour.”

Councillor Rachel Gilliland also 
said she was in favour, but suggested 
Council go an extra step. She called 
upon Mayor Mrakas to consider 
endorsing the Mayors’ Monarch 
Pledge, an initiative of  the National 
Wildlife Federation, based out of  the 
United States, to create habitat for 
the monarch and other pollinators 
while, at the same time, taking steps 
to educate citizens at large on how 
they can make a difference.

From the perspective of  Mayor 
Mrakas, Council’s endorsement of  
the students’ idea was democracy 
in action, recalling the class’s recent 
visit to Town Hall to pitch their idea.

“I find any time a class comes into 
the [Council] Chambers here, they 
are all fascinated and excited to be 
here, excited to learn,” he said. “My 
hat’s off  to the teachers that put 
together this curriculum for students 
in our community because it gets them 
engaged, it gets them involved, and 
they are informed. As I have always 
said, it makes us a better community, 
a more informed and more engaged 
community. I think it is a fantastic 
idea to have them involved.

“They have done a tremendous job. 
It is democracy in action. They have 
come forward, asked for something, 
they have advocated for it, and 
Council has listened to them. We’re 
moving forward with their idea.”

Council gives helping 
hand to pollinating 
butterflies with milkweed 
garden
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF THE PASSING OF ZONING BY-LAW 6214-19 TO AMEND 
INTERIM CONTROL BY-LAW 6048-18 BY THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF AURORA 

TAKE NOTICE that on the 22nd day of October, 2019 Council of the Corporation of the Town of Aurora 
passed By-law No. 6214-19 to amend Interim Control By-law 6048-18, applicable to the area subject 
to Zoning By-law 6000-17, as amended, under Section 38 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13, as 
amended.

The Purpose and Effect: 

to exempt the lands municipally known as 126 Wells Street, in the Town of Aurora from the area subject to 
Interim Control By-law 6048-18, to permit an addition to the existing dwelling. 

Council Authority: 

The Interim Control By-law 6048-18 will be in effect for a period of one (1) year from the date it was 
enacted. Town Council has the authority to extend the period during which the By-law will be in effect to 
a total period not exceeding two (2) years. The By-law can be repealed earlier. It may also be repealed by 
a new permanent zoning by-law. If such a new zoning by-law passed by Council is delayed in coming into 
effect by an appeal to the Tribunal, the Interim Control 
By-law may continue in effect during such appeal.

Obtaining Additional Information: 

The lands subject to this by-law are shown on Schedule 
‘A’ included with this notice. Background information is 
available at the Town Clerk’s office during regular office 
hours.  All enquiries or questions should be directed 
to Andria Sallese of the Planning and Development 
Services department at 905-727-3123 Ext. 4342 or 
asallese@aurora.ca. 

When and How to File an Appeal: 

If you have objections to the By-law, you may appeal 
the By-law to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal for 
consideration on or before December 21, 2019.  

In accordance with the Planning Act:

I.Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a By-law to the Ontario 
Municipal Board.  A notice of appeal may not be filed by an unincorporated association or 
group.  However, a notice of appeal may be filed in the name of an individual who is a member 
of the association or the group on its behalf.

II.No person of public body shall be added as a party to the hearing of the appeal unless, 
before the By-law was passed, the person or public body made oral submission at a Public 
Meeting or written submissions to the Council or, in the opinion of the Ontario Municipal 
Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the persons or public body as a party.

DATED, this 31st day of October, 2019.

From page 2
the monarch butterfly, an idea they 
pitched to Council as part of  a closer 
look at local government.

But, despite their victory in 
encouraging Council to plant a 
milkweed garden to feed the monarch 
butterfly, whose population has been 
on a steep decline in recent years, 
the students are not content to rest 
on their laurels; with their win in 
hand, they have their sights firmly 
set on encouraging upper levels of  
government, particularly the Province, 
to step up their game.

“We want to bring [monarch 
butterfly] populations back to where 
it was in 20 years,” says Felix Zheng. 
“Hopefully by having a monarch 
garden, they will be able to produce 
more butterflies and they will fly away 
and keep on producing until they are 
back in their original places.”

“They are basically doing the same 
(pollinating work) as bees and their 
numbers are decreasing because of  
smoke, cars and cutting down trees,” 
adds classmate Myles McKay.

Adds Saeed Soubra: “Since 
monarch butterflies are decreasing 90 
per cent over the last 20 years, what 
we wanted to do was make a garden 
for milkweed and other stuff  the 
monarch butterflies need so they can 
continue coming. Then, when they 
have to [migrate] to Mexico, they 
can go and, when spring comes, they 
can come back and have more food.”

Chelsea Donahoe says she and her 
classmates wanted to take this project 
on and advocate for it at Town Hall 
because the decline of  pollinators has 
an immediate impact on the world 
around them.

“We wanted to see if  there was 
something we could do to help and 
get more flowers because trees, 
without the pollinators, could die 
and then there’s no more oxygen,” 
she says.

Julianne De Leo says they took 
their idea to Mayor Tom Mrakas 
and Council asking if  they could do 
anything to help. If  they couldn’t, 

she adds, students would have shifted 
gears asking for permission to build 
one themselves.

“We brought this idea to the Mayor 
and Council because they are the 
ones who can actually help us,” says 
Olivia Yoon.

Now that they got a helping 
hand following unanimous approval 
of  Councillor Wendy Gaertner’s 
motion to begin work on an urban 
pollinators’ garden, possibly at the 
site of  the planned Aurora Wildlife 
Park, a short distance from their 
school, students are still getting used 
to the idea of  being real difference-
makers in the community – and they 
are wearing that title with pride.

“It makes us feel good because 
when we were researching the 
Provincial government, they said 
they weren’t willing to help, so we 
decided to go to the municipal 
government and we were really lucky 
Councillor Gaertner decided to help 
us out,” says Maya Erfani. “I think 
that maybe next year we should go 
to the Provincial government and go 
one level higher so we can expand 
our idea more.”

Adds Chelsea, “I think we should 
try to convince them to actually want 
to do something and that it is a good 
cause.”

“If  our plan works,” agrees Colin 
Voloceai, “this might encourage 
others to do the same thing in Ontario. 
If  the Provincial government sees 
this, they might change their mind 
about helping us.”

As the students share their thoughts 
on taking their project to the next 
level or two, Ms. Shillolo looks on 
with pride.

“It’s phenomenal to be a part 
of  the journey and see it was their 
words that instigated what ended 
up being the final result,” she says. 
“We were invited to Town Hall 
to share ideas and to see that the 
municipal government is taking 
their idea seriously is and that is just 
remarkable. It is remarkable to see 
that actual government in action.”

The Grade 5 class of Gina Shillolo at Hartman Public School is celebrating becoming difference-makers at Town Hall, by lending their support to voiceless urban pollinators. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Continued on page 22

LETTERS TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

It was a momentary flash, but I soon 
came to my senses.

In the dying days of  the recent 
Federal Election, I have to admit that 
I felt a certain degree of  anxiety, most 
of  which came down to uncertainty. 
It wasn’t anxiety over which party 
would be leading the country after all 
the marbles were counted on October 
21, nor was it over who would be 
representing us in Ottawa when all 
the ballots were in. Rather, in the final 
heat, it was the uncertainty over just 
what the next day would entail.

For those of  you who haven’t been 
on this side of  the page, when you’re 
covering Federal and Provincial 
elections, you often don’t know what 
the next day will hold until the absolute 
eleventh hour.

With four major parties vying for 
airtime, not to mention a dance card 
of  candidates that go well beyond the 
Big Four, you sometimes find yourself  
spread a bit thin trying to cover events 
of  importance and making sure 
everyone gets a fair shot.

That, in itself, is a challenge, but 
more challenging still is the fact 
campaign events are not usually 
announced until the dead of  night.

These events include Prime 
Ministerial hopefuls coming to Town 
trying to fire up his or her base 
while drumming up new support, a 
prominent candidate from another 
area – such as a cabinet minister or 
critic looking to keep their jobs post-
election – coming to support a newbie 
candidate or an established candidate 
in a swing riding, or the announcement 
of  important planks in a party’s 
platform.

Unless a campaign staffer takes pity 
on us, we invariably get the heads-up 
well past normal business hours and 
then it is our job to scramble, often into 
the night, to ensure resources can be on 
the ground – reporters, photographers, 
etc. – to ensure adequate coverage.

As such, frantically checking emails 
and other alerts past 11 p.m., when 
most people are in the middle of  their 
wind-down routine so they’re not 
complete messes at the office the next 
day, becomes the campaign normal, 
but once the polling stations are closed, 
the ballots counted, and the winners 
take their respective victory laps… the 
adrenaline is often still pumping and it 
is difficult to break the habits to which 
you have become accustomed.

In this area, we were lucky that the 
vote count was smooth and the victors 
declared in relatively short order, yet it 
took much longer to break the frantic 
cycle of  checking in just to make sure 
we were where we needed to be at any 
given moment.

Our election night was full on the 
Monday, coverage was more or less 
complete by the Tuesday, and by the 
time Wednesday, October 23, rolled 
around – what then?

Well, to tell you the truth, that 
momentary flash I had was thinking 
about how nice it would be just to 
disconnect from my phone, computer, 
and other channels just for a week or 
so and reconnect to other things that 
had, perhaps, fallen by the wayside.

There was some time to ponder 
that subject later that day when a 
glitch plaguing my iPhone that only 
the branded Geniuses could solve sent 
me to the Apple store, where I had a 
couple of  hours to cut the cord, as it 
were, while they worked their magic.

It was nice for a while to be in 
the moment, and I decided to make 
sure I allocated more of  my day to 
maintaining that very feeling, but, 
at the same time, there was a slight 
uneasiness in being disconnected. I 
hasten to say it was not the feeling of  
not having my phone in hand that was 
alarming; rather, it was the feeling of  
missing out on something happening 
in our fast-paced world that one would 
ordinarily get to experience in real 
time.

That in and of  itself  was an alarming 
feeling, but it is simply the reality of  
our times.

As we all know, this wasn’t always so. 
I vividly remember being in high school 
on September 11, 2001. It was the first 
week or so of  Grade 10 – picture day, 
as it happened, and a time well before 
a cell phone was considered essential 
– and as class began shortly before the 
attacks took place, most of  us had no 

idea what was going on beyond our 
walls. Teachers checked in on their 
peers, standing in the corners of  the 
classrooms whispering to each other, 
usually out of  earshot, indescribable 
looks registering on their faces, not 
sharing with us any details of  this 
cataclysmic event until after the lunch 
hour. By that time, however, those of  
us with a thirst to know what was going 
on huddled around the few computers 
our school had to get the news, or lined 
up at our only other conduits – the two 
Bell payphones in our atrium.

How times have changed.
This need – and, truth be told, 

modern necessity – to be connected is 
now such that the Province has seen 
the need for a semi-ban on cell phones 
within the classroom and is being 
rolled out this week.

Personal mobile devices are now 
banned inside classrooms and during 
other forms of  “instructional time” 
with exceptions for health and medical 
reasons, to support special education 
needs or, according to CTV, “if  an 
educator says it is necessary for the 
lesson.”

Given those provisos, it sounds like 
this “ban” is basically symbolic and it 
will be more or less business as usual 
as “necessary for the lesson” is vague 
and allows teachers some leeway in 
deeming what is actually necessary – 
presumably so they can spend less of  
their time patrolling cell phone use 
and more time actually teaching. But 
what is it actually achieving? 

From my perspective, a more 
valuable use of  time and resources 
would be carving out some lesson 
time into the school day on how best 
to use these devices, much in the same 
way that the pendulum is once again 
swinging back to imparting practical 
lessons, like financial literacy, into the 
everyday curriculum.

The ways in which these devices 
can be harnessed to enhance the 
classroom experience are infinite, and 
they should be used as such. It should 
also be accepted that these devices are 
here to stay and, given the prevalence 
of  cyber-bullying and other forms of  
online harassment, there is a place in 
schools to learn safe and healthy ways 
to use them – including how and when 
to turn off, regroup and recharge.

Truth be told, sixteen years out of  
high school myself, I’d still love that 
kind of  lesson. I think we all would.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Turn off, regroup, recharge
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(Re: Council declares “climate 
emergency”, October 31)

The Henderson Forest Aurora 
Ratepayer Association (HFARA) welcomes 
Council’s recent unanimous vote to declare 
a “climate emergency”, recognizing the 
need to protect Aurora’s ecosystems, 
reduce carbon footprints and protect the 
community from the impacts of  climate 
change.

As part of  this “call to action”, we hope 
that Council will remain fully engaged 
in the ongoing community campaign to 
protect the mature woodlands and wetland 
areas of  the Henderson Drive forest from 
proposed development. 

An independent, professional scientist 
specializing in the impacts of  global 
warming on natural ecosystems urged 
the Town in January 2019 to preserve 
the Henderson Drive forest, describing, 
among its many other benefits, the forest’s 
contribution to climate change mitigation 
in storing carbon and preventing its release 
into the atmosphere.  

The Head of  the Intact Centre on 
Climate Adaptation, Dr. Blair Feltmate, 
also told the Board of  the Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) 
at its AGM in January that “retaining what 
you have” is the most cost-effective means 
of  mitigating flood risks using natural 
systems, emphasizing the economic as well 
as social benefits of  preserving our green 
infrastructure.

The planting of  new trees and tree 
replacement has its role to play, but does 
not come even close to compensating 
for the loss of  hundreds of  mature trees 
which already provide extensive benefits 
to the community such as established root 
systems, significant canopy and wildlife 
habitat that new trees cannot provide for 
years.

A number of  young Aurora residents 
spoke out at the Committee of  Adjustment 
meeting in May, asking the Town to 
consider their future and the urgent need 
to address climate change when deciding 
the fate of  the Henderson Drive forest.  
One asked the Committee to “reject these 
applications and be part of  a local solution 
to a global problem.”

The Committee listened.
The Henderson Drive applications are 

now in the hands of  the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), with the Town 
providing outside legal representation. 
We trust that one of  the many strong 
arguments to be put forward in favour of  
preserving these mature woodlands will 
be their importance in the local fight to 
mitigate the effects of  climate change.

The Henderson Drive forest, with its 
pristine ecosystems and ability to store 
carbon, retain and filter stormwater and 
mitigate drought/extreme heat island 
effects, currently provides a critical service 
to this community and will also benefit 
future generations of  Aurorans. We hope 
that this important factor will be given right 
and proper consideration as part of  the 
forthcoming Appeal hearing.  

Henderson Forest Aurora Ratepayer 
Association (HFARA)

Forest has important 
role in combatting 
climate change: 
advocates

Analysis seems 
misplaced: reader

(Re: Brock’s Banter, 
October 31)

An autopsy of  any election is a waste 
of  time. It is what it is.

The last part of  your analysis seems 
to be misplaced. Living conditions on 
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I have been thinking about the way 
“the arts” have become an essential 
part of  our everyday lives.

My own childhood was filled with 
adult whisperings of  the threat of  
nuclear war and my best friend’s 
family even had a backyard bomb 
shelter and a cold storage cupboard 
in their basement, just in case. Young 
people and adults today have just as 
serious concerns, such as the reality of  
environmental damage to our planet.  
The one thing that sustains and 
enriches the heart of  every community 
is the artistic experiences they are 
exposed to.

At the Aurora Cultural Centre, it 
is my privilege to facilitate a gallery 
programme that immerses the 
community in the arts in a variety of  
ways.

Our exhibitions give the public 
opportunities to engage with the 
artists through hands-on activities, 
art demonstrations and workshops, 
conversations with the artist and 
gallery tours. Memorable and magical 
moments have brought the community 
together in ways I couldn’t have 
imagined when I first started at the 
Centre in 2011. 

School tours have extended the 
learning beyond the classroom. I 
was moved by the response of  local 
elementary school children to paintings 

in the exhibition that showed the impact 
of  Residential Schools on children 
their own age.  Another guided tour 
of  an exhibition, Watershedsci helped 
ignite the conversation about our local 
water quality.

One excited visitor let me know 
she went to an eco-friendly school. 
I was impressed with the students’ 
understanding of  issues presented 
through the exhibition. The students 
told me how microplastics harm 
marine life and how long it takes a 
plastic bottle to decompose. They 
were able to connect strongly with the 
artwork of  the 12 artists that created 
art as a response to scientific findings.

It is a joy to witness people of  all 
ages engage in activities that they may 
have never tried. Our recent Playing 
with Clay, facilitated by our local Pine 
Tree Potters’ Guild, gave visitors of  
all ages an opportunity to try hand-
building and also an appreciation of  
the skill it takes to create the artwork 
that was part of  the exhibition.    

During the month of  February, I have 
witnessed the pride of  graduating arts 
students from Aurora’s high schools, 
showcase their work in a professional 
gallery setting. I make sure I invite 
working artists I know to our annual 
exhibition, the Mayor’s Celebration of  
Youth Arts.

Seeing artwork created with a 
freedom that the youth express reminds 
these artists to stay true to their own 
vision.  

The relationships we build with 
artists from the Mayor’s Celebration 
of  Youth Arts continues after they 
graduate. Some former participants 
have returned to teach at our summer 
camps or volunteer in the galleries.

Students that have continued in 
the arts are now emerging artists who 
participate in exhibitions. It begins 
with the Mayor’s Celebration and 
comes full circle.  

The medical profession has 
recently been issuing “gallery visit 
prescriptions” for their patient’s well- 
being.  I was absolutely delighted when 
inspired summer campers returned 
this Fall with their parents to visit the 
galleries. I invite you to the galleries to 
create your own memorable moments 
and make art experiences a part of  
your life and well-being. We all know 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre that Art 
is good for you!  

Continued on page 23

Let’s take a look at the past few 
months in Aurora through that well-
known story telling device, the limerick.

Change of  Seasons
Ghosts and ghouls were just at our 

doors
Seeking sweets, chocolate, and more
Their costumes did wow
But scarier now 
Is Christmas stuff ’s now in the stores

Yonge Street Business District
Yonge Street’s long retail sales traffic 

drop
Is a trend that the Town’s tried to 

stop
But a change is in store 
There’ll be crowds galore 
When they launch the new cannabis 

shop

Aurora Budget
The budget’s a yearly event 
To rein in the funds to be spent 
But this time it’s worse 
Because the Town’s purse
Is another 4 per cent less

Federal Election
To the polls Aurorans in droves were 

drawn
The final ballot count took until 

dawn
Whether your riding’d be
Either Grit or PC
Hinged on what side of  Wellington 

you’re on  

Highland Gate Development
The folks living near Highland Gate
Griped it was in such a state
‘Cause all one could see
Were weeds and debris
It made them become quite irate

Climate Emergency
Said Council, “We must do what is 

right 

All projects in our climate change 
fight

Must prove green, of  course
But first we’ll endorse
The Yonge Street Canopy of  Light”

Pet Parks
When a new dog park was planned
Other pet owners took a stand
“How about our cats,
Frogs, hamsters and rats?
Parks for them seem a fair demand”

Wards
Whether the Town’d ever have wards 

was in doubt 
But Council’s aversion’s since turned 

about
But there are questions galore
Numbers, boundaries and more
It will take forever to work it all out

Remembrance Day
At this time of  year in the fall
At our Peace Park structure so tall
Aurorans will meet
And pause for a beat
I hope that you will join us all

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

The Aurora Museum & Archives is observing…
Remembrance Day (November 11)

This week’s Time Traveller’s Diary chronicles the journey of Henry C. Jones, who was one of the 156 Canadian Prisoners of War murdered in June 1944 by the 
12th SS Panzer Division “Hitler Youth”. Henry C. Jones is one of 55 names inscribed on Aurora’s Altar of Sacrifice – a memorial to those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice during the Second World War. Henry’s name appears in the fourth column from the left on the third row down. Can you spare a moment on Saturday, 
November 9, from 7 – 11 p.m. to stand vigil with the Queen’s York Rangers 2799 Army Cadet Corps at the Aurora War Memorial? Upon arrival, you will 
receive a lit candle and have the change to contribute to Aurora’s Community Wreath of Remembrance. Lest We Forget. (Image by Robert Buchan)

THIS WEEK’S 
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47%
YES NO

42%

Yes   No   Unsure

Given the results of Monday's Federal Election, are you optimistic about the next four 
Previous poll results

ARTS TALK
By Clare Bolton

You are not  
forgotten, 

Henry
A shadow still hung like a shroud 

over the names chiseled into the face of  
Aurora’s WWII memorial.

I had stopped on an early morning 
walk through the park, and for the first 
time scanned the list of  the dead. From 
the shade, the name “Jones, Henry C.” 
beckoned me closer. I stepped forward, 
knelt down, and slowly ran my fingers 
over the carved letters. I closed my eyes 
and immediately was drawn back in 
time. 

As I opened my eyes, a column of  
40 Canadian POWs marching past me 
almost knocked me down. Suddenly, a 
blow to the middle of  my back propelled 
me right into the midst of  the column. 
An angry German soldier, with his rifle 
butt still raised, cursed me. A young 
POW, shocked at seeing me suddenly 
materialize, demanded, “Where the 
H… did you come from?” All I could 
say was, “Ah…I don’t really know.”

It soon became apparent that I was 
in Normandy, France two days after the 
D-Day landing. It was 9 p.m., June 8, 
1944. The young POW was 18-year-
old Henry Jones, a farm lad from Cedar 
Valley, just northeast of  Aurora. 

The previous September, Henry quit 
his job at a Toronto electrical plant and 
enlisted like his brother had four years 
earlier. Arriving in England in April, he 
was just in time for the invasion training. 

The Juno Beach landing two days 
ago had been brutal, but young 
Henry had survived only to have his 
company overrun by SS troops this very 
afternoon. 

We marched on. 
A German staff  car raced past us 

coming to a full stop at the head of  the 
column. An agitated SS officer jumped 
out and began threatening and shouting 
orders at the officer leading the column. 

Within minutes the guards were 
manhandling us into an adjacent field 
and seating us in rows. More German 
soldiers dismounted from a waiting half-
track and walked towards us carrying 
their MP 40 submachine guns. My 
alarm exploded into pure terror as one 
German soldier taunted us in heavily 
accented English: “Now you die.”

Standing about 30 yards from us, 
these soldier executioners fired into our 
midst, their lead bullets thudding into 
soft, live flesh. The shouts, curses, and 
heart rendering screams began to fade 
away as my eyes closed and slumped 
to the ground. I lay motionless.  A chill 
slowly crept along my spine. I refused to 
open my eyes, terrified at what I would 
see. 

Gradually, I felt a warming sensation 
coming over my face convincing me 
to crack open one eye. The rays of  
the bright summer sun flooded in, 
welcoming me home. I found myself  
crumpled on the ground, my back firmly 
pressed against the cold monument. 

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

There Once Was a Town … Part V

TIME 
TRAVELLERS 

DIARY
By Robert Buchan

Past President, 
Newmarket Historical Society

WWII historical reenactor.

UNSURE

11%

Is enough being done to keep  
the memories of our fallen alive?
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1100 Gorham St., Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

CANADIAN 
MADE

Vanity Cabinets ⎜ Tile Flooring  & Backsplash 
Hardwood, Vinyl & Cork Flooring 
 Sinks, Faucets and Range Hoods 

The bitterness of poor 
quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness 
of a low price has 
faded from memory

MagicCabinetM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years 10%  OFF
NEW KITCHENS 

OR CABINET RE FACING

Follow us:
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NOMINATIONS
WANTED!
Do you know someone between the
ages of 6-17 who is making a
difference within their community?
Nominate them for an Ontario Junior
Citizen Award today!

Nomination forms are available from this 
newspaper, and at www.ocna.org/juniorcitizen. 
Or call 416-923-7724 ext. 4439

COORDINATED BY:

DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 30, 2019

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

To you from failing hands we throw 
the torch; be yours to hold it high.

- JOHN MCCRAE.
IN FLANDERS FIELDS

16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON  L3X 1V6
Telephone: 905-853-9889 / Fax: 905-853-6115

Toll Free: 1-800-211-1881 / Email: Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

Target figures could rise 
by 0.5 due to Library 

Square debt
By Brock Weir

Council is eyeing a 2.9 per cent 
increase to the municipal portion of  
your tax bill each year through 2022.

The target figure has been released 
ahead of  the start of  talks surrounding 
the Town’s 2020 Operations Budget 
later this month.

Local lawmakers will consider this 
budget target at the Committee level 
this week and, if  approved, this is the 
increase both department leads and 
Council members will shoot for once 
budget talks begin on November 18.

The 2.9 per cent target is the result 

of  Council’s direction this past spring 
tasking staff  with developing Aurora’s 
first multi-year operating budget for 
the next three fiscal years with an 
eye of  reaching a tax rate increase 
equal to the rate of  inflation for each 
of  the year, plus a further 1 per cent 
earmarked to support the Town’s 
fiscal strategies and infrastructure, 
including top-ups to various reserve 
accounts. 

“Staff ’s recommended draft 
operating budgets for 2020, 2021 
and 2022 result in a required tax levy 
increase of  2.9 per cent for the next 
three years, which is 0.1 per cent 
lower per year than the direction 
received by Council,” said Jason 
Gaertner, Manager of  Financial 
Management, for the Town of  
Aurora in his report to Council. 
“The Town has adopted a multi-year 
budgeting framework where Council 

approves the first year’s budget of  its 
term and receives an accompanying 
forecast of  the next three budgets. In 
the second year of  its term, Council 
will approve a three-year operating 
budget, including all related tax 
impacts.

“Using multi-year budgets and 
forecasts improves fiscal health 
and service delivery through better 
coordination of  budgeting and 
strategic priorities; greater certainty 
for departments in managing 
expenditures and service levels; 
improved fiscal discipline of  the 
organization; streamlined budget 
reviews that focus on key changes 
in assumptions and the reasons 
driving such changes; allowing staff  
to develop budgets with fixed targets 
in place, allowing early response to 
circumstances and budget constraints 
of  such targets; reduces uncertainty 
about future year tax levies; [and] 
provides longer-term outlook to 
outside organizations that rely 
upon the Town for a share of  their 
funding, which enables them to plan 
and deliver their programs more 
effectively.”

Some of  the issues and tax 
pressures addressed through this 
multiyear forecasting, he added, 
include cost of  living adjustments for 
existing municipal staff, the Town’s 
share of  growth for the Central York 
Fire Services, a cost shared with 
the Town of  Newmarket, and new 
staffing requirements at the Town 
level.

This budget, however, does not 
include any further costs that might 
be related to the development of  
Library Square and the operations 
of  the Aurora Cultural Centre.

“Together, Council and staff  are 
in the process of  refining the final 
design and requirements related to 
the construction of  a new community 
hub, currently referred to as 
Library Square,” said Mr. Gaertner. 
“The planned Library Square 
work includes many dimensions 
[including] an addition to the Church 
Street School, a new outdoor square, 
[a] pedestrian bridge linking the 
new addition and the Library, a new 
parking configuration, and a new 
library vestibule, program rooms and 
Yonge Street entrance.

“The total required investment 
for this project is presently estimated 
to be $47.9 million. The Town’s 
proposed investment strategy for this 
project includes the use of  debt as a 
source of  funding. The Town’s debt 
tolerance for this project was defined 
as the debt principle cannot exceed a 

Councillors begin talks on Operating Budget  
this month

Together, Council 
and staff are in the 
process of refining 
the final design and 
requirements related 
to the construction  

of a new community 
hub, currently  
referred to as  
Library Square

point where its annual carrying costs 
exceed an equivalent value to a 1 per 
cent tax rate increase being $484,700 
in 2020. The investment strategy for 
this project plans to use the maximum 
defined debt threshold. The debt is 
expected to be required in late 2021 
or early 2022. This provides the Town 
time to phase in the annual carrying 
costs, principal and interest of  this 
debt. It is recommended that this 
new debt’s annual cost equivalent of  
a 1 per cent tax increase be phased in 
over 2020 and 2021 in two equal tax 
rate increases of  0.5 per cent.”

The Aurora Cultural Centre 
(ACC) has identified further 
operating pressures over the next 
three years totalling $107,400 due 
to base salary funding catch-up 
and rental income losses due to the 
tenants of  the Church Street School 
having to vacate the building during 
the construction of  Library Square.

“The Town has budgeted 
inflationary increases of  $8,300, 
$8,500 and $8,700 for 2020 to 2022 
respectively,” said Mr. Gaertner. 
“Once these available amounts 
have been applied to the pressures, 
the net remaining ACC funding 
requirements become $58,700, 
$10,500, and $12,800 for the next 
three years. Staff  recommend that 
each of  these net remaining pressures 
be funded out of  existing Library 
Square operating budget funding that 
is included in staff ’s recommended 
draft budget, thus avoiding the need 
for any further incremental tax 
rate increases. If  Council does not 
support staff ’s recommendations in 
this regard, a further tax increase in 
addition to the identified 2.9 per cent 
per year would be necessary.”
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

AdvertorialDeceased man found on local 
trail was missing Newmarket 
resident: Police

By Brock Weir

York Regional Police have identified 
a man found deceased in a tent on the 
local trail system near John West Way 
and Wellington Street East last weekend.

The male found on Saturday, October 
26, was Eric Harden, 32, a resident of  
Newmarket, who, according to Police, 
was last seen on July 6 in the area of  
Wellington Street and Mavrinac.

A cause of  death has not yet been 
determined but foul play is not suspected. 

York Regional Police Constable 
Andy Pattenden told The Auroran that 
his death was not seen as a recent one, 
but declined to provide any further 
information.

Harden was first reported missing by 
the York Regional Police on August 1.

According to York Regional Police 
Constable Laura Nicolle, he was last 
seen waking north on Yonge Street at 
Mulock Drive after leaving a residence 
on Flanagan Court. He had not been in 
contact with his family and they had not 
been able to reach him. 

A further update was issued by the 
YRP on September 4, with investigators 
stating they believed Mr. Harden may 
have been in downtown Toronto in the 
areas of  George Street, College Park, 
Gerrard Street, Moss Park, Parkside 
Drive and The Queensway.

The discovery of  Mr. Harden’s 
remains came just a day after the 
remains of  another missing male, this 
time a resident of  Aurora, were found 
near a forested area in the vicinity of  
Warden Avenue and Aurora Road in 
Whitchurch-Stouffville.

The death of  David Farber, 21, 
who was last seen on the morning of  
Thursday, October 21, in the area 
of  Bayview and Wellington, is not 
deemed to be suspicious, said Constable 
Pattenden.

POLICE SEEK SUSPECTS FOLLOWING 
MOBILE PHONE STORE ROBBERY

Investigators with the York Regional 
Police Hold-Up Unit are seeking assistance 
to identify two suspects following a robbery 
at a mobile phone store in Aurora.

On Tuesday, October 29, shortly after 
2.30 p.m. Police were called to a mobile 
phone store at Wellington and Highway 
404 for a report of  a robbery. When officers 
arrived, they found store employees who 
were not physically injured.

Investigators believe that two men 
with their faces masked entered the store, 
grabbed the employees, and restrained 
them using zip ties. The suspects demanded 
mobile phones and employees complied. 
The suspects fled with a quantity of  
phones.

The suspects are described as male with 
dark skin, between the ages of  25 and 35, 
wearing masks.

Investigators from the Hold-Up Unit 
remind business owners of  the importance 
of  maintaining and updating video 
surveillance equipment. Quality images 
help to identify suspects, can aid in arrests, 
and have a tremendous impact during 
court proceedings. 

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the York Regional Police Hold-
Up Unit at 1-866-876-5423 x6631, or call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

Carman Widdess 
General Manager 

& Operating Partner

Nick Di Tommaso 
Pre-owned 
Manager

Brian McPake
New Car 

Sales Manager

Tyler Widdess
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F&I Manager
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Manager
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Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Bryan Gee
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant
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Sales & 
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Matthew Hynard
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905-841-8190 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca
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WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

MEET “KONA” OUR 
CUSTOMER CARE AMBASSADOR

SALES EVENT

◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2020 Elantra Essential manual/2020 Elantra Essential manual/2020 Elantra Preferred auto./2020 Tucson 2.0L Essential FWD/2020 Tucson 2.0L Preferred FWD/2020 Santa Fe 2.4L Essential FWD with an annual lease rate of 0%/1.49%/1.49%/$1.99%/1.99%/1.49%. Total lease obligation is 
$8,912/$12,293/$13,729/$16,657/$17,395/$17,881. Weekly lease payment of $45/$40/$45/$70/$74/$75 for a 36/60/60/48/48/48-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $1,895/$1,995/$1,995/$1,995/$1,995/$2,195 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges 
of $1,710/$1,710/$1,710/$1,810/$1,810/$1,910, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. from 
Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2019 Sonata Preferred models with an annual finance rate of 0%. Cost of borrowing is $0. Selling price is $30,734. Weekly payments are $118 for 60 months. $0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,810, levies 
and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. °$500 Winter Tire Credit available with the finance, lease or cash purchase of new in-stock 2020 Elantra/2020 Veloster/2020 Tucson/2019 Tucson/2020 Santa Fe/2019 Santa Fe models. Customer 
may decline the Winter Tire Credit and instead apply the credit amount to the purchase price of the new vehicle. Winter Tire Credit applied before taxes. Offer can be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Tire installation and balancing are not included in the 
offer. See your local Hyundai dealer or visit hyundaicanada.com for details. ^0 payments (payment deferral) for 90 days is available on promotional finance offers of in-stock 2019/2020 Hyundai models. Payment deferral applies only to promotional finance offers on approved credit. If the payment deferral offer is selected, the original term of the finance contract 
will be extended by 2 months (60 days). Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will pay the interest during the first 2 months (60 days) of the finance contract, after which the purchaser will pay all principal and interest owing in equal installments over the remaining term of the contract. Payments on finance contracts are paid in arrears. ^^For finance contracts payable on a 
weekly and bi-weekly basis, purchasers who select the payment deferral offer may have to make their first weekly or bi-weekly payment sooner than 90 days from purchase. Down payments are not subject to the payment deferral offer and are due on the date the contract is signed. Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in 
whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. Ask your dealer for details. ♦Price of model shown: 2020 Elantra Ultimate Intense Blue/2020 Tucson Ultimate AWD Aqua Blue/2020 Santa Fe Ultimate Turbo AWD Scarlet Red is $29,592/$40,142/$47,442. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810/$1,910, 
levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, licence fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ◊†^°^^♦Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, 
P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited 
Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. ±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit 
www.hyundaicanada.com/military or see dealer for complete details. ▼Do not solely rely on Rear Occupant Alert (ROA) to determine whether rear seats are empty. Always make sure you check rear seats before exiting the vehicle. ROA may not detect a rear occupant in certain situations, including where no or little movement is detected or if the sensor is obscured. 
See Owner’s Manual for further details and limitations regarding ROA. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. 
Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. Apple CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple, Apple 
CarPlay and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. For further details, terms and conditions visit www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer. 

hyundaicanada.com Dealers may charge additional fees for administration 
of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.

Active and veteran military personnel receive up to
$750 in price adjustments±. 

hyundaicanada.com/military

2020 ELANTRA
Lease the Essential 

manual for only At For

months with 
$1,995 down◊

Weekly
1.49% 60 $40

Step up to the Preferred auto.

for only $5 more weekly◊ and get:

Heated front seats

Heated side mirrors

Includes:

7.0" touch-screen display with 
Android Auto™∇ and Apple CarPlay™‡

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Blind-Spot Collision Warning with Rear 
Cross-Traffic Collision Warning

2020 SANTA FE

Includes:

Lease the 2.4L 
Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$2,195 down◊

Weekly

1.49% 48 $75

Heated front seats

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Heated side mirrors

Rear Occupant Alert▼

2020 TUCSON
Lease the 2.0L 

Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$1,995 down◊

Weekly

1.99% 48 $70

Step up to the 2.0L Preferred FWD  

for only $4 more weekly◊ and get:

Heated front seats

Heated side mirrors

Includes:

Heated leather-wrapped steering wheel

Blind-Spot Collision Warning
with Lane Change Assist

Heated rear seats

Year††5 Warranty
Year††5 Warranty

Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦ Ultimate model shown ♦

+ 

$500 WINTER TIRE 
CREDIT ◦

ON 2020 ELANTRA,  TUCSON AND SANTA FE 

LEASE◊ OR 
FINANCE†

FROM 0% 
ON SELECT MODELS

90 DAYS^DON’T PAY FOR ON  ALL HYUNDAI MODELS
Based on monthly payment frequency. On promotional finance purchases of new Hyundai 
vehicles, with the exception of the down payment, if applicable^^. Restrictions apply.

THE NEXT 
100 PURCHASES 

OF NEW OR 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES 

QUALIFIES FOR A 

DRAW FOR 
$10,000! 
DROP-IN FOR YOUR 

CHANCE TODAY!

NEW 
2020 HYUNDAI 

PALISADE 
NOW AVAILABLE!

& IN-STOCK

Eric Harden
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM
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& FINANCE
BUSINESS

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 19_90409_H7L_005

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much 
are you paying 
for financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive 
are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second 
opinion on your portfolio.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

Please join us for a night to
remember, recognizing the

achievements and contributions of
exceptional businesses in Aurora.

A Night

TICKETS

The Royal Venetian, Aurora

 JOB FAIR
Wed, Nov. 20 @ 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
•    PSW - Personal 
   Support Workers

•    Professional 
    School Bus
    Operators 
Register in advance 905-727-3777

Preregistration Required!

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca  l

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

REGISTER 905-727-3777

Community Planning Permit Area would give Town 
more control over development: Mayor

By Brock Weir

Municipalities like Aurora might still 
be waging a battle with the Province on 
winning back the right to determine the 
development of  communities at a local 
level, but a new muscle needs to be flexed, 
according to Mayor Tom Mrakas. 

Council has approved a motion from 
Mayor Mrakas to amend Aurora’s 
Official Plan (OP) to identify the Aurora 
Promenade – large swaths of  Yonge Street 
and Wellington Street radiating out from its 
intersection – as a proposed “Community 
Planning Permit (CPP) Area” as part of  
the Town’s Official Plan Review.

In his motion, Mayor Mrakas said the 
Province, in its revisions to the Planning 
Act through its controversial Bill 108, has 
provided for a Community Planning Bylaw 
to “prescribe development standards and 
criteria for an area that are in keeping 
with the desires and expectations of  the 
community.”

“This is not something that is going to 
happen overnight,” he told Councillors. 
“It is going to be a long process to work 
through our OP review and as we establish 
our OP and we update it, then we would 
move forward to a CPP bylaw. At the end 
of  the day, what this does is affords us the 
opportunity that was taken away from us 
when the Provincial Government reversed 

the decision and brought back to the powers 
of  the old OMB (Ontario Municipal 
Board), to LPAT (Local Planning Appeals 
Tribunal) and took that authority away 
f0rom us to have the ultimate decision, in 
essence, on how our communities grow. 
This is another tool that is provided within 
Bill 108.”

Formerly known as the Development 
Permit System, it has been slightly tweaked 
in this latest iteration, said the Mayor, 
but it “allows [the community] to set 
the guidelines and principles to how our 
Promenade Area grows, the vision that 
we want to set forward, and it allows the 
community to decide how that area is going 
to grow. As we go through the process, and 
as we develop the Community Planning 
Permit Bylaw, we would be setting forth 
how that area will grow and we will have 
the authority to implement it and to make 
decisions.

“The process does work similar as now 
[but] because a CPP Bylaw is approved 
by the Ministry, it goes back to that theory 
that we all fought for – the changes at 
the OMB, that if  we have an OP that is 
approved by the Province and we decide 
to uphold our OP, then that should stick. 
That shouldn’t be able to be overturned 
by an unelected, unaccountable individual 
sitting in a room that has no idea what goes 
on in our community, the uniqueness of  our 
community, what the community wants.” 
The motion sparked a lengthy discussion 
around the Council table on logistics, 
including concerns raised by Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland, who said the Promenade 
area encompasses different growth 
projections and portions of  the area are 
identified as part of  a major transit area. 

“I feel it might be in our best interests 
if  we would just…identify those separate 

areas in a separate CPP,” she said. “I think 
that would apply differently to those areas.”

David Waters, Planner for the Town, 
said any future CPP can be applied on a 
Town-wide basis or to a specific geographic 
location. 

“It’s flexible from that perspective,” he 
said. “It is probably best at this point just to 
give direction that the OP include a CPP 
and through that process we can define the 
geography as it applies… and bring that 
back for consultation.”

Councillor Gilliland expressed further 
uncertainty, seeking reassurances that a 
CPP, as it stood within the motion, was not 
a done deal and Council would ultimately 
determine what the CPP looks like. 

Mayor Mrakas replied that he 
understood “the hesitation, maybe, from 
our rookie Councillor” but said the motion 
was following the process. 

The phrase “rookie Councillor” 
appeared to rankle Councillor Gilliland 
who said while she “might be a rookie 
Councillor,” she is still “learning” and 
“picky about language.”

“It wasn’t meant to be a push back 
on the motion, it was more or less to 
understand what the direction we’re 
actually giving staff,” she said. “It 
would be three to five years and if  
there is a changeover on Council, staff  
or anywhere, I want to make sure that 
no matter who was reading what this 
motion was, the direction, it was clear 
in where we’re going forward. It wasn’t 
meant to be a push back on the motion, 
it was more or less to understand what 
the direction we’re actually giving staff. 
I am going to ask questions and that is 
why I was elected: to ask questions and 
make sure I fully understand. I hope you 
appreciate that.”

2019 CADILLAC XT4
SPORT

INTRODUCING THE
FIRST-EVER CADILLAC XT4

Actual model may vary.  

LOCATION

15783 Yonge St., 

Aurora Auto Campus

SALES

905.727.9444

Mon-Thurs 8:30am-8pm

Fri 8:30am-6pm

Sat 8:30am-5pm

Sun Closed

HIGHLAND 
CADILLAC

www.highlandgm.com
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AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1G4Visit

Laila Biali Jazz Trio 
B R E V I K  H A L L  P R E S E N T S  S I G N A T U R E  S E R I E S

2019 Juno Award Winner – Vocal Jazz Album 

General Admission & Cash Bar

8 pm
$50

Friday, November 22, 2019

Newmarket Theatre
Nov. 14 - 24, 2019

Tickets at marqueetp.com
or call 905-953-5122

Hillary House Ball raises tens of thousands for 
National Historic Site

By Brock Weir 

Inspired by Truman Capote’s iconic 
1960s ball, community members 
donned their best monochromes to take 
part in the Aurora Historical Society’s 
“Black and White Ball” – the eighth 
iteration of  the popular Hillary House 
Ball.

The Hillary House Ball is the Aurora 
Historical Society’s (AHS) biggest 
annual fundraiser, and proceeds raised 
from the event will go towards the 
continued maintenance and restoration 
of  Hillary House, Aurora’s only 
National Historic Site – and one of  

only three in York Region.
This year’s Ball was something of  a 

homecoming. It started off  life at a local 
banquet facility, but has been held for 
the past few years at a King Township 
Golf  Course. The 2019 Ball returned to 
its roots, taking over the Royal Venetian 
Mansion on Industrial Parkway South 
for an evening of  food, music and 
dancing, all for a good cause.

“I am delighted to celebrate one of  the 
most significant landmarks in Aurora, 
the beautiful Hillary House,” Mayor 
Tom Mrakas told the crowd. “Tonight, 
we reflect on the Town’s history and the 
importance of  historic buildings in our 
community. Hillary House is an integral 

piece of  our cultural heritage and local 
history. The house reflects a progression 
of  medical history and it is also a hub of  
educational activities.

“Thank you to the Aurora Historical 
Society for their remarkable efforts 
to preserve and promote the historic 
features and historic buildings of  
our Town. Since 1963, the Society’s 
volunteers, board and staff  have 
worked diligently to maintain Hillary 
House’s original features, including 
medical instruments, interior design, 
historic artefacts and documents. On 
behalf  of  Aurora Town Council, I hope 
you all enjoy this wonderful evening of  
celebration.”

And so they did, enjoying a three-
course meal, live music from the band 
Soul Benefit, supporting the cause 
through a silent auction, as well as a live 
auction of  high-ticket items, including 
a “Jazz in the House” event, an auction 
prize which went for $1,600, from 
which the winner will be able to spend 
an evening at the historic house with a 
dozen of  their friends, listening to live 
music from Canadian jazz artists, along 

with a buffet meal, wine service and a 
private tour of  the building.

“The Hillary House Ball has become 
an annual tradition for the Aurora 
Historical Society and our major 
fundraiser we rely on to keep Hillary 
House, which was built in 1852, over 
150 years ago, and has been designated 
as a Canadian National Historic Site, in 
good repair,” said AHS president John 
Green, before offering a brief  tribute 
to Ball attendee Dr. Leslie Oliver, who 
founded the Aurora Historical Society 
56 years ago. “Hillary House is part 
of  the fabric of  Aurora as a museum 
and a teaching centre for heritage 
and other programs. We believe it is 
of  great importance in our changing 
landscape to retain this heritage asset 
for the people of  Aurora. Your support 
tonight is of  paramount importance in 
ensuring that the lesson learned from 
our past will help guide us into the 
future.”

For more information on the Aurora 
Historical Society, Hillary House, and 
the Koffler Museum of  Medicine, visit 
www.aurorahs.com.

Pictured above attending the Hillary House Ball: Rita Surman, Lori Hoyes, Erica Green, Wayne 
Burlanyette, Tim Jones, Patricia Wallace, and Helen Burlanyette and (seated) John Green. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

ROBINTIDE FARMS

THANK YOU FOR VISITING IN 2019

SEE YOU AGAIN IN JUNE 2020!

Locally grown, from our family to yours!

Farm-fresh strawberries, 
raspberries and
select vegetables

Jane St.

Keele St.

2720

2720 King-Vaughan Road, Maple ON L6A 2A9
ROBINTIDEFARMS.COM
647-988-2720

King-Vaughan Rd.
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AuroraCulturalCentre.ca

AuroraCulturalCentre.caClick

905 713 1818Call

22 Church Street, Aurora L4G 1B4Visit

B R E V I K  H A L L  P R E S E N T S  K A L E I D O S C O P E  F A M I LY  S E R I E S 

Yamo! Yamo!      
Greetings from West Africa!

A lively family-friendly concert presentation of 
music, percussion and dance – perfect for all ages! 

Presented by Fana Soro 

2 pm – includes a post-show art activity!

$15 each, or $48 Family 4-pack

Saturday, November 23, 2019

I Love Lucy 
Entertainment
WEDNESDAY I NOVEMBER 13 
AT 2:30 PM
Come dance and sing along with Miss 
Frantastic as she performs as the iconic 
Lucille Ball from the classic, I Love Lucy 
sitcom. With her Fantastic energy and 
amazing voice this is a performance 
you won’t want to miss!! Yummy snacks
and treats will be provided. Please call 
ahead to reserve, limited seating.

Annual Holiday Bazaar
SATURDAY I NOVEMBER 23 
FROM 10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM
Join RHRR for our Annual Holiday Bazaar. 
With a variety of craft vendors and baked 
goods this is a shopping experience you 
won’t want to miss. It’s never too early to 
start your holiday shopping! Please bring a 
non-perishable food item to add to our 
donation box for the local food bank. We 
thank you for your contribution and support!

LIMITED
TIME 
OFFER

*conditions apply

TREAT YOURSELF TO A

•  Full calendar of social & recreation activities 

•  Three freshly prepared meals daily

•  Weekly housekeeping and laundry 

•  À la carte care services available 

• And much more

LEAVE THE WINTER BOREDOMS BEHIND 
AND ENJOY THE CHANGE OF SCENERY!

905-770-4704 | 70 BERNARD AVE, RICHMOND HILL, ON L4C 0W7  |  verveseniorliving.com

(Top) Mayor Tom Mrakas, wife Alison Collins-Mrakas, Brenda Dixon and Paul Kolenda. (Sec-

ond, Left) Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa and wife Valerie. (Second, 

Right) Councillor John Gallo and wife Anita Fantin Gallo. (Third) Dancing the night away to 

live music supplied by Soul Benefit. 
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 

MultiCare Clinic Welcomes
Dr. Majid Sajjadi Saravi

Dr. Sajjadi is a new graduate of University of Toronto
in family medicine; however, he has a background of Orthopaedics

and sports medicine of more than 20 years
from Tehran University.

OFFERED SERVICES

Family Medicine and Walk-in Clinic Hours
Mon. to Thurs. 9am-7pm, Fri. 9am-4pm, Sat. 9am-4pm, Sun.11am-2pm

to our professional Medical team.

905-503-6100 • Family Medicines & Walk-IN Clinic 
   Dr.Arya 
   Dr.Sajjadi
• Sport Medicine
• Minor day surgery (Lumps & Bumps )
• Wart and mole removal
• Blood Works Thursday & Saturday
• Pharmacy on site 905-503-5100

Clinic 

Spaces are limited call 905-503-6100 to book an appointment today!
14987 Yonge St., Aurora, On L4G 1M5

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!!!

Make the most of your money

At Meridian you’re not just a customer, you’re a Member and an Owner. That means we work for you. It also means 
that we can take our profits and return them to you with some of the best rates and services in the marketplace.

Learn more at meridiancu.ca

90 Branches | 24/7 Online & Mobile Banking | Access to over 3,700 ABMs

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

Southlake highlights community roots at revamped Armoury

Local hospital  
eyes expansion

By Brock Weir

Southlake Regional Health Centre 
might be located in Newmarket, but 
it’s very much Aurora’s hospital. 
That was the message driven home 
last Wednesday night at the first 

community event held in Aurora’s 
newly revamped historic Armoury, 
which will formally open this week as 
the latest campus of  Niagara College’s 
Canadian Food & Wine Institute 
(CFWI).

Mayor Tom Mrakas convened a 
meeting of  doctors and specialists 
from Southlake on October 30 to 
give local stake-holders a first hand 
account of  the work the local hospital 

is doing, as well as its goals for the 
future. 

Participating in the discussion 
were Dr. Pat Gamble, Division Head 
of  Orthopedic Surgery, Dr. Lorne 
Goldman, Cardiologist, Dr. Yin-Hui 
Siow, Radiologist, and Dr. Charmaine 
van Schaik, Physician Lead, Maternal 
Childcare Program. Providing 
perspective on the Southlake Regional 
Health Centre Foundation were 
Foundation president and CEO Susan 
Mullin, Leslie Ring, Vice President of  
Major Gifts & Campaign, Annette 
Jones, Vice President of  Patient 
Experience and Chief  Nursing 
Officer, and Southlake Foundation 
Philanthropy Cabinet member Steve 
Hinder.

“As Mayor, I interact with a lot 
of  people on a daily basis,” Mayor 
Mrakas told the audience from under 
the Victorian beams of  the newly-
restored Armoury. I’m often surprised 
to hear how many residents of  Aurora 

don’t think that Southlake is our 
hospital. Many people assume that 
special care or complex procedures 
are only available downtown, but 
we’re very lucky. Much of  the 
care that you might think is only 
available downtown is also available 
at Southlake, just minutes away from 
our homes.

“While it doesn’t sit within our 
borders, Southlake most definitely 
serves our community. In fact, while 
our population in Aurora is 60,000, 
we actually make up 10 per cent of  
all in patient admissions at Southlake 
and represent 15,000 visits to the 
emergency department last year 
alone. The rest comes from many 
communities across York Region, 
South Simcoe County and even as far 
as Muskoka. Though our hospital is 
home to specialty services and regional 
programs, including Regional cardiac 
care program, Regional cancer 
program, and a surgical program that 
offers advanced, minimal invasive 
procedures, some not even offered 
anywhere else in the GTA. That’s 
because Southlake has recruited 
a team of  talented physicians and 
clinicians who are driving innovation 
in keeping Southlake at the leading 
edge of  care for you, for me, and our 
families, friends and neighbours.”

Speaking of  Southlake’s Paediatric 
Oncology Unit, Dr. Van Schaik 
said Southlake has been a leader 
in bringing top notch care to the 
community, becoming the seventh 
POGO (Provincial Pediatric 
Oncology) satellite clinic in Ontario, 
and the first to bring paediatric 
oncologists into the community from 
tertiary centres.

“[This really] allowed us to 
broaden our scope and really provide 
that level of  care and confidence 
to the families receiving care 
in their community, which is so 
incredibly important based on 
the intense journey those families 
experience and just the sheer time 
and affordability they have in not 
having to travel downtown…. Very 
innovative and very exceptional 
care that is being provided by some 
of  our newer members of  staff  and 
some of  our long-standing members 
of  staff  who have really expanded 
their focus and careers to encompass 
anything you can really have done 
downtown but, again, close to home 
– and that saying comes across more 
and more, and that’s really what 
Southlake is all about: it is providing 
that excellence of  care across all our 
programs, for our community, right 
here.”

But all of  that comes with a price. 
Ms. Jones, a 34-year resident of  
Aurora who has worked at Southlake 
for more than three decades, says staff  
have been focused on maintaining 
a community feel, “always with 
compassion,” combined with the 
latest in technology 

Susan Mullin, President & CEO of the Southlake Foundation, and Mayor Tom Mrakas speak atthe newly-restored Armoury. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

15055 Yonge Street, Aurora 
289-648-4113

Let’s Together.

share,

laugh,

dream,

discover,

connect,

Book your personalized  
visit today at Chartwell.com

Let’s Live, Together.

We live our best lives hand in hand.  
Let us lend you ours. 

Van Bynen ready to get to work on environment, 
affordability and infrastructure

By Brock Weir 

Aurora’s next Members of  
Parliament are set to be sworn in this 
month, and rookie MP-elect Tony Van 
Bynen (Newmarket-Aurora) is ready to 
hit the ground running on local issues.

Mr. Van Bynen, who served as 
Newmarket’s mayor for more than a 
decade before deciding not to seek re-
election in 2018, has had some time 
to think since coming out on top in 
the October 21 Federal Election and, 
consideringthe priorities he heard going 
door-to-door during the campaign, 
he’s distilled his priorities down to the 
environment, addressing affordability 
issues, including increasing affordable 
housing, and tackling infrastructure 
projects.

“I need to focus on the priorities that 
have been identified through the time 
we were speaking to the community 
and be that voice for the community in 
Ottawa rather than recite what Ottawa 
feels is best for the whole country,” Mr. 
Van Bynen tells The Auroran. “I think 
the mandate is to be the representative 
of  the community and to speak up 
when necessary and appropriate if  
things either have a beneficial or a 
negative effect directly at the grassroots 
level. I think that’s what the role of  the 
MP is.”

Delving deeper into his priority 
items, he says he has put his name in for 
a place on parliamentary committees 
that have a direct impact on these 
issues.

“I think I have been asked to 
give consideration to two or three 
committees; I’m an over-achiever, 
so I picked four,” he says with a 

laugh, noting that these choices 
are committees on Environment 
and Sustainable Development, 
Transportation, Infrastructure and 
Communities, Health and Finance.

These options, he said, would 
provide the opportunity to address 
housing plans and taking a closer look 
at the needs of  the aging population.

“This is certainly something I heard 
a lot about at the door throughout 
the campaign,” said Mr. Van Bynen, 
who had a three-decade career as a 
banker before seeking Newmarket’s 
top job. “Finance is something I bring 
experience [to the table] and what I 
have heard is notwithstanding the need 
to invest in the community, there needs 
to be a long-term plan to see ourselves 
reaching a balanced budget within a 
reasonable period of  time and without 
creating a social deficit. I think it is an 
intricate balance that I would like to be 
able to contribute to as well.”

As Member of  Parliament, Mr. Van 
Bynen says he will focus on myriad 
infrastructure issues in both Aurora and 
Newmarket, including the expansion 
of  transit, bridges and roads that are 
funded through the Gas Tax, water 
and wastewater management and 
Federal grant applications that have 
been submitted for the development 
of  Library Square, among other issues. 

Wrapped up in this, he says, is the 
expansion of  highspeed broadband 
to local businesses, which falls under 
the purview of  Transportation and 
Infrastructure.

Whatever the responsibilities Mr. 
Van Bynen receives when he’s sworn 
in this month, alongside returning MP 
Leona Alleslev, who will be representing 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill as 

part of  the Conservative opposition, 
he will be serving in a Minority 
Government. This, he says, creates a 
dynamic of  which he’s looking forward 
to being a part.

“What that does is create the need 
to work together and find a solution 
that everybody is comfortable with, 
not totally happy with,” he says. “I 
think that makes for a more responsive 
government. I think it makes for a 
good and interesting dynamic. I’m 
ready to roll up my sleeves.

“I learned during this campaign 
by working hard you get the success 
that we were looking to see. I’ve aged 
a bit and canvassing and knocking 

on doors doesn’t come as easy at it 
used to in the past – I lost 18 pounds 
in the process – and I have learned 
when I commit to a project I go 110 
per cent at it. On the community 
front, I think I am more sensitive to 
the demographic changes that we 
have been seeing. We always think 
of  Newmarket-Aurora as being fairly 
affluent areas, but there are a lot of  
areas where one or two families, out 
of  necessity, are living in the same 
house. The need for social support 
and involvement for the vulnerable 
members of  our community was very 
strong and very apparent in the areas 
we canvassed.”

Above:  Eva Klos, Shelley Rosen, Madeleine Temmer, Carola McKee, Lisa Lee, Marshall Lee, Christine  
Kearley (Owner), Carole Jenkins, Mayor Tom Mrakas, Mary Anne McRobbie, Sandra Ferrri (Aurora  
Chamber of Commerce), Lenore Murdoch, Julie Cruickshank, Biliana Kounov, Marilyn Tavener, Peter  
Gladwish.

"Expedia Cruiseshipcenters is pleased to announce the opening of their second location in  
Aurora.  The main office is located in Newmarket and has been since 1998. We are excited about 
joining the Aurora community and working along side local businesses in Aurora. We are here to 
help you plan your dream vacations whether on land or ocean. Please come by and see us at 650 
Wellington Street East Unit A 6 in the Aurora Gateway Plaza or call us at 289-802-3900."

GRAND OPENING
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The cancer rapidly spread to Michele’s peritoneum. He was losing weight and couldn’t keep 

anything down. A gastrostomy tube was inserted in his abdomen to provide nutrition directly to 

his stomach. He spent one month in hospital – then he came home. I became his nurse and primary 

caregiver – and I watched Michele deteriorate for the next three weeks. I knew we needed the end-of-life care that only Margaret Bahen Hospice could provide.
We arrived on a Friday. Michele was still aware of his surroundings – but that changed four days 

later. I was able to be with him 24/7, sleeping in the murphy bed in his room or lying on the bed with 

him, able to hold him and be his wife in those last days – rather than his nurse. There was always a fresh 

pot of coffee and fresh baked goods in the kitchen and staff and volunteers to provide smiles and hugs 

whenever needed.

Michele died the following Friday – slipping peacefully away in the night.Looking back to that time, what comes to mind is the relief I felt when we arrived at MBH – 

knowing they would take away Michele’s pain. What I didn’t anticipate was the kindness and empathy 

they provided to me. They instinctively knew how to ease the fear and they became friends through the 

laughter and tears.

While it’s very difficult for me, I visit MBH from time to time. They still accept me as family. 

Through the grief of loss, it remains my “safe” zone. There’s peace there. And I feel Michele there, too. His memorial butterfly reminds me that he is flying freely now.On behalf of my family – and families that will turn to Margaret Bahen Hospice in the future – I 

ask you to consider joining the Margaret Bahen Hospice family of supporters by making a gift today. An 

anonymous donor will match your gift, doubling the impact of every dollar donated.Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rose Stagliano 

Raises funds to support the good work of Margaret Bahen Hospice for York Region.

653 Queen Street 
 Newmarket, ON L3Y 2J1

905-967-1500 x133
www.myhospice.ca

His butterfly 
flies freely 

now.
~ Rose Stagliano

Advertising generously donated by an anonymous donor. Charitable Registration #896696804 RR0001

Dear Friend,

Cancer took my best friend of 41 years, my soul mate, the father of my two children, the grandfather 

of our three beautiful grandkids.

In Michele’s final days, Margaret Bahen Hospice for York Region (MBH) wrapped us in their care, 

kindness and love. They gave me the chance to be a wife to my husband rather than his nurse and caregiver. 

The extraordinary care they gave to both of us is indescribable.

I’m sharing my story with you because it’s important to me that everyone in our community 

understands that while the pain of witnessing a loved one’s illness will always be a reality, MBH provides a 

safe haven in those difficult times when hope is in question.

In the eight days I spent at MBH, I was shocked to learn that, with the exception of medical staff and 

patient care funded through the Ministry of Health, every comfort provided to residents and families must 

be raised through the generous financial support of the community. 

I hope my story will inspire to you to consider making a gift to this life-changing place.

My husband, Michele, was diagnosed at the age of 57 with bile duct cancer – a rare and aggressive 

form. The bile duct acts as a filter for the liver – and his was not functioning as it should. Surgeons removed 

70% of his liver and inserted a stent. Then the chemotherapy treatment began. Michele didn’t suffer many 

side effects. We were optimistic. But the chemo was not helping, and we were told there was nothing more 

that could be done.

We were not prepared to stop hoping. We spent the next four months in Germany, where Michele 

underwent a form of chemotherapy that gave us hope. The treatment seemed to be effective and Michele 

was looking much better.

We were devastated to learn that nothing had changed.

653 Queen Street, Newmarket ON L3Y 2J1  www.myhospice.ca

Ours was a fairy tale marriage.

Then cancer took my husband from me.”“
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Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,   

Ontario  L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly 
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a  

80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge 
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and 
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our 

horses to enjoy some grass and relax.  

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 The surest sign that the holiday season is just around the corner is the annual Holiday Bazaar at 

the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. The Aurora Seniors’ Association’s annual event was held Saturday 

at their John West Way home, and brought out dozens of member crafters, teen volunteers, 

artists, and even Newmarket-Aurora’s MP-elect Tony Van Bynen. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Middle School program 

guides students to refine their 
learning skills and work habits 
to prepare them for success in 

the Upper School. Middle School 
students enjoy daily recess as 
well as a full complement of  
extracurricular, after-school 

programs including supervised 
homework room and tutorials.

UPPER SCHOOL
Learning at Villanova is exciting, 

engaging and enduring. Small class 
sizes, the Teacher-Advisor Program, 

the Guided Learning Centre and daily 
tutorials are just some of the ways 

that our caring faculty give students 
the individual attention they require 

to reach their full potential. Villanova’s 
educational program prepares 

students for university and for life by 
providing outstanding educational 

experiences and a breadth of 
extracurricular activities.

ATHLETICS
The VC athletics program is based 
on a philosophy of personal growth 

nurtured by skilled and caring 
coaches. Developing a spirit of 

teamwork, sportsmanship and fair 
play is essential at all levels. Our 
student athletes enjoy state of  

the art facilities including a new  
turf field, indoor running track and  
17, 000 sq. foot triple gymnasium.

ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses allow motivated 
students to study at a  

higher level and intensity  
in academic areas in which  

they have interests and 
strengths, preparing them  
for the most competitive 

academic programs at the  
top universities in Canada  

and worldwide.

ARTS
Our comprehensive arts program 
includes Instrumental and Vocal 

Music, Drama, Fine Arts and 
Media Arts and is integral to 

our commitment to develop the 
whole person. Students have the 
opportunity to imagine, create, 

perform and develop self-worth. 
Participation in the arts serves to 
broaden the lens through which 

our students see the world.

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

STEM PROGRAM
The Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) Program at 
Villanova College is an exclusive, four-
year academic enrichment program.

Students will take an enriched math 
and science program in grades 9  
and 10 to prepare them for the 

Advanced Placement (AP)  
program in grades 11 and 12.

SOCIAL OUTREACH  
& LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects 
of the Villanova experience is the 

opportunity to transform compassion 
into action through service activities. 
VC students share their own talents 

and resources with those in need 
through overseas mission trips,  

weekly sandwich patrols, Habitat  
for Humanity builds and countless 

other social outreach projects.

REGISTER FOR OUR FALL OPEN HOUSES 
NOVEMBER 15 – 9:30AM  •  NOVEMBER 21 – 7:00PM

905-833-1909  •  admissions@villanovacollege.ca  •  www.villanovacollege.org

WE ARE VC
Villanova College is an 
independent Catholic 

Augustinian school 
committed to excellence 

and dedicated to the 
education of young 

people engaging  
them in their spiritual, 
intellectual, physical  

and social development.
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Sports Camp & Year Round Retreat Facility

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

SATURDAY, 6:30 - 7:50 PM • ALL • OCT 19 - APR 4, 2020

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019 • 8:30 - 5:00 PM

PUBLIC SKATING    Price: $4 / per or $15 / fam

PA DAY CAMP    Price: $70 / per + HST. Lunch & 2 snacks incl.

Si
nc

e 
19

67

Grab your skates and bring your family and friends for an evening together while keeping fit! 

For school-aged children ages 5 - 12. Treat your kids to an amazing day of adventure, 
developing new interests, creating memories, and fun! With drop-off at 8:30 am and pick-up 
at 5:00 pm, we’ve got you covered! Campers will join us for pony rides, crafts, games, skating, 
story time, and more! (All activities weather permitting)

CONTRACT FALL 

ICE RENTAL 

AVAILABLE

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, November 7 to Wednesday, November 13, 2019

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 
Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card from Thursday, November 7 to Wednesday, November 13, 2019. 

Payments required. No annual fees. *Important terms and conditions apply. See page 7 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

$8888$8888

EXCLUSIVE  MOEN®  Hydro Energetix ™  
8-Function Hand-Held Shower  
• Chrome finish (1001238360)

WAS $47.98 SAVE $8

$3998

AMERICAN STANDARD 
Champion ™  4 Max 
Complete 4.8L 
Round-Front Toilet  
• Slow-close seat 
(1000721564)

WAS $308
SAVE $40

$268

EXCLUSIVE  MOEN® 
Conway™ Bath Faucet  
• Chrome finish • Optional 
deckplate included (1001013645)

WAS $141
SAVE $42

$99

GLACIER BAY ® Delchester 24" Vanity Set  
• 23-3/4"W x 18-3/4"D x 33-1/2"H 
(1001357993) While quantities last.

$228

EXCLUSIVE  DELTA®  

Foundations®  Pullout Kitchen 

Faucet with Bonus Soap  

Dispenser  • Chrome finish 

• Optional deckplate included 

(1001344234) While quantities last. Soft closing doors 
and drawer

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, November 7 to Wednesday, November 13, 2019

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 
Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card from Thursday, November 7 to Wednesday, November 13, 2019. 

Payments required. No annual fees. *Important terms and conditions apply. See page 7 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Barbarians take double gold at Provincial Under-17 
Championship

The Aurora Barbarians junior girls (pictured) and junior boys each took home the Rugby On-
tario Junior Sevens Championship in Barrie last weekend. 

Photo courtesy of Nick Daniels

By Jake Courtepatte

Fifteen months.
That is how long the Aurora 

Barbarians Under-17 girls program 
has gone without the bitter taste of  
defeat, a streak that spans a total of  
a whopping 35 games: and now, their 
second provincial championship.

The Under-17 sevens squad took 
to the fields in Barrie last weekend 
to compete in the sevens fall season 
finale at the Rugby Ontario Provincial 
Championship, where they cruised 
to a gold medal over the Oshawa 
Vikings, after besting the Oakville 
Crusaders in the morning semifinal.

Played as a five-tournament 
weekend schedule through fall, it 
was a clean sweep for the Aurora 
squad: taking home the top prize at 
the Brantford Q-Meta Cup, the Whit 
Sevens, the Belleville Sevens, and the 

TIRF Sevens before capping off  their 
historic season at provincials.

It came just months after the fifteens 
Barbs squad took home provincial 
gold, after posting their own 10 – 
0 record throughout the summer 
program.

Nick Daniels, the head coach of  
both clubs, said “expectations were 
high” heading into the fall sevens 
season.

“We had a very strong team, with 
most having played provincially and 
a few selected for Canada U-18,” 
said Daniels, mentioning the names 
of  Chloe Daniels, Lara Jorgensen, 
and Eden Kilgour who all earned 
selections to Team Canada when they 
take on the USA in fifteens action in 
December.

Reese Morgan, Taylor McKnight, 
and Victoria Stanley were all named 
as reserves for the match as well.

Daniels praised the team’s 

experience with each other as a key 
component to their success, with the 
majority competing in club 15s, club 
7s, Provincial 15s and 7s and RC 
Academy together.

“Their ball skills, speed and game 
sense sets them apart from the 
competition.”

Though provincially the season 
may be over, the team stampedes on 
against some New York competition 
in November.

The boys Under-17 squad found 
similar success in the provincial finale, 
besting the Oakville Crusaders 14 – 

10 to ensure a double gold finish for 
the Barbarians, their first tournament 
victory of  the sevens season.

All in all, 36 teams from across 
Ontario came together to compete for 
the final title.

“I would like to thank all the teams 
that participated in the Fall 7s Series 
this season,” said Myles Spencer, CEO 
of  Rugby Ontario. “The Provincial 
Junior Club 7s Championship was 
a wonderful way to wrap up the fall 
season. It was a fantastic display of  
skill and competition that showcased 
the future stars of  Ontario rugby.”

On Monday, Pickering College students took part in Booker’s Run, a time-honoured tradition 
of a three-kilometre race around Newmarket’s Fairy Lake. The annual event is named in 
honour of the late Keith McLaren, a former teacher, coach and Assistant Headmaster at the 
independent school who was known for doing everything “by the book.” 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Learning is alive at The Royal. Bring 
your herd to be inspired, educated and 
entertained because nothing opens young 
eyes and minds to the wide world of 
agriculture like a trip to The Royal.

ROYALFAIR.ORGGET AGRICULTURED

Take            or                directly to the fair. Children 12 years old and under ride free.

E X H I B I T I O N  P L A C E ,  T O R O N T O     T I C K E T S  A T  R O Y A L F A I R . O R G

kidsyour
CAN’T WAIT
OUR KIDS

TO M� T
kidsyour

CAN’T WAIT
OUR KIDS

TO M� T

LOCAL FOOD • HORSE SHOW • LIVESTOCK SHOW
FAMILY FUN • SHOPPING • CRAFT BEER & CIDER

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • HORTICULTURE • EDUCATION

Family Pass

  $60*

2 adults, 2 kids

*plus fees and 
taxes

Tigers blanked in back-to-back contests
By Jake Courtepatte

It may be time to embrace the tank 
for the Aurora Tigers.

The roster carousel continued to 
revolve for the ailing Junior A club over 
the weekend, sending forward Bryce 
Young to the Steinbach Pistons of  the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey League, a 
sacrifice of  the team’s leading scorer 
back to his home province in what is a 
lost season in Aurora.

The nineteen-year old led the Tigers 
with eighteen points in his first nineteen 
games in the black and gold, one of  a 
limited amount of  bright lights shone 
upon the team’s 2019-29 Ontario 
Junior Hockey League season.

Noah Minns, a product of  the 
Northern Ontario league before joining 
the Tigers in the offseason, took over 
the reins as the offensive leader heading 
into a pair of  meetings with the lowly 

Lindsay Muskies and Brantford 99ers 
over the weekend: faring no better 
without Young.

A meeting with the Muskies in 
Lindsay on Friday saw a battle of  the 
OJHL’s bottom two basement-dwellers, 
the first meeting of  the year between 
the only two teams still in the single 
digits in terms of  points.

The lack of  offensive firepower 
on both sides was evident: a pair of  
goals from the home side just twelve 
seconds apart in the first period were 
the only tallies through the first two 
periods, before Lindsay sent one more 
past Aurora keeper Andrew Barwinski 
midway through the third for a final 
score of  3 – 0.

Barwinski, who may have been 
feeling the effects of  some stale play 
after being kept off  the ice since an 
October 20 shutout, managed 23 saves 
on 26 shots, while Aurora failed to find 
the back of  the net on 22 opportunities 

Isaac Charles named Special 
Olympics’ Athlete of the Year

Isaac Charles remembers watching 
basketball on television when he was 
five-years-old, but he never imagined 
he would, one day, be named Athlete of  
the Year.

Charles received the honour at the 
Aurora Special Olympics AGM held 
in September and was completely 
surprised.

“Special Olympic sports is a lifetime 
sport for any age and any ability. If  it 
wasn’t for Special Olympics, I may 
not have had any friends. We all have 
become a big family,” said Charles, 
a homegrown athlete who attended 
Regency Acres Public School, Aurora 
Senior Public School and Aurora High 
School. 

Charles started playing softball in 
2003 with the Aurora Grand Slams 
at the York Region Police Association, 
when he was one of  only a handful of  
players and helped to encourage other 
athletes to join.

“In 2003, I began playing basketball 
with the Aurora Dunks with Coach Dan 
Banks, at St. Andrew’s College. When I 
started playing floor hockey, which was 
my very first Special Olympic team, 
there wasn’t a team in Aurora, but I was 
allowed to join the Newmarket team. 
Thanks to Special Olympics, there are 
opportunities to compete at Regional, 
Provincial, National and World 
Games,” explained Charles, adding, 
“I’m still building my own strength and 
skills and it’s important to bring the best 
I have to every practice and game.”

Coach Dan Banks only has good 
things to say, and the pride is evident.

“Isaac is a long-standing athlete with 
both Newmarket and Aurora Special 
Olympics. He competes in multiple 
sports (basketball, softball and floor 
hockey) and is a standout athlete in 
all of  them. He also participates with 
the Nighthawks Hockey team, which 
is not part of  Special Olympics but 
is ice hockey focused on those with 
intellectual disabilities,” said Banks, 
who has known him for well over a 
decade. “He is well-respected amongst 
his fellow athletes and always shows 
tremendous leadership and guidance to 

the other athletes. He has won multiple 
medals provincially and at nationals.

“He is the only athlete I have seen 
dunk on a regulation net,” he added. 

However, it wasn’t always a smooth 
ride for Isaac Charles. His mother, 
Nadine Deacon, has seen their struggles.

“Special Olympics wasn’t founded 
until he was 12 years old and there 
wasn’t a basketball team in Aurora or 
anywhere else nearby. There are now 
enough athletes to fill two rosters,” she 
said. 

Perhaps that’s why Charles believes 
in mentoring younger athletes.

“I always try to mentor and encourage 
the younger athletes. At first sight, I can 
seem intimidating because I’m so tall, 
but newer Special Olympic athletes 
learn that I can be helpful and fun. I 
hope it helps them as another stepping 
stone in learning to feel comfortable 
around new or different people,” he 
pointed out.

For Charles, the road ahead is full of  
possibilities.

“I was lucky enough to go with 
my awesome team, the Newmarket 
Ringers, to the 2013 World Games in 
Seoul, South Korea. We had intense 
dry land training, just like boot camp, 
dietary restrictions and guidelines. We 
built a supportive team camaraderie 
and after many huge challenging 
games, came home with a silver medal. 
My dream would be to go on to the 
Special Olympics World Games with 
our team,” he said.

Mayor Tom Mrakas congratulates Special 
Olympian Isaac Charles.        Contributed photo

of  their own.
A small win, but a win nonetheless 

for the Muskies, who leapfrogged the 
Tigers in the standings, before Aurora 
met with the 99ers at the Wayne 
Gretzky Centre the following day.

Things went from bad to worse for 
Aurora, who dropped an 8 – 0 stinker 
while leaving regular starter Christian 
Filippetti completely out to dry.

Forced to contend with 56 total 
shots, Filippetti faced 23 in the middle 
frame alone, where four straight goals 
for the 99ers prompted a penalty-filled 
finale for a frustrated Tigers squad.

Assistant captain Jalen Balbosa was 
ejected for a hit from behind just past 
the midway point of  the contest, setting 
off  a war of  words between head coach 
Rob De Fulviis and the referee. The 
Tigers will be without their bench boss 

for the next three games following the 
exchange.

By the final whistle, the Tigers had 
reached a 128-minute goalless streak, 
and were the owners of  just nine 
points over their first twenty games of  
the season.

Friday’s home meeting with the 
99ers should mark an interesting 
rematch between the two after the 
last emotional contest, set for a 7:30 
p.m. start at the Aurora Community 
Centre. The Tigers are back at it on 
Saturday to host the Milton Menace, 
same puck drop.

They close out the weekend with a 
trip to Whitby to face the Warriors on 
Sunday.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 7, 2019THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 7, 2019Page  18             Page 19

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Join Country Day School for a 
free screening of  Screenagers NEXT 
CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress 
Resilience on Thursday, November 28 at 
7 p.m. in The Country Day School’s Paul 
C. Duckett Theatre.

The film is 69 minutes in length and 
there will be an opportunity to discuss and 
share reactions following the screening.

Filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney 
Ruston takes the conversation around 
screens and teens to the next level following 
the success of  her award-winning 2016 
film – SCREENAGERS: Growing up in 
the Digital Age. In Screenagers NEXT 
CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress 
Resilience, Rushton examines the science 
behind teen’s emotional challenges, 
the interplay of  social media, and most 
importantly, what can be done in our 
schools and homes to help teens build 
crucial skills to navigate stress, anxiety, 
and depression in our digital age.

SCREENAGERS was the first feature 
documentary to explore the impact 
of  screen technology on kids and offer 
parents and families proven solutions. 
Screened more than 8,000 times (and 
counting) to four million people in more 
than 70 countries, it has been featured on 
PBS NewsHour, the Today Show, Good 
Morning America, Dr. Oz, the New 
York Times, The Washington Post, and 
more. What started as a personal story 
grew into a national movement, helping 
millions of  youth and their families find 
their way in a world with instant access 
to screen time.

In Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER, 
we follow Ruston as she finds herself  
at a loss on how to help her own teens 
as they struggle with their emotional 
wellbeing. She sets out to understand 
these challenges in our current screen-
filled society, and how we, as parents 
and educators, can empower teens to 
overcome mental health challenges and 
build emotional agility, communication 
savvy, and stress resilience.

You can view the film trailer at 
screenagersmovie.com/nc-trailer.

Appropriate for students in Grades 
6 and up, this evening screening is free 
and open to the entire CDS and local 
community.

RSVP today at www.cds.on.ca/events.

CDS 
presents free 
screening of 
Screenagers 
NEXT 
CHAPTER: 
Uncovering 
Skills for 
Stress 
Resilience

Paul and Su Diana, and daughter Sabryna welcomed young ghouls and goblins to their Carlyle Crescent home during Hallow’een Week, 
culminating on the big day itself. The family, pictured above on this year’s wet and windy October 31, go all-out each year transforming their 
home into a haunted house – all in the name of raising food and collecting donations for the Aurora Food Pantry.                   
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

Minister of  Municipal Affairs 
and Housing Steven Clark publicly 
announced that the Province 
will not force amalgamations on 
municipalities.

This is good news for our 

governments and for our communities. 
This announcement comes following 
an extensive municipal government 
review, which included more than 
8,500 submissions from members of  
the public and countless meetings 
with representatives, including myself, 
from dozens of  municipalities.

Here in York Region, our 
municipalities work well together with 
the shared vision of  delivering the 
most efficient and effective services to 
our residents and business.

We are committed to working with 
each other and with our communities 
to identify cost savings and eliminate 
red tape.

Municipal governments are at the 
frontline of  service-delivery to our 
community.

Each and every day we work hand-
in-hand with our residents to ensure 
that we deliver the best programs 
and services at the lowest cost to 
our taxpayers. We continue to be 
interested in modernization and 
are dedicated to collaboration and 
ongoing improvement.

The announcement from the 
province makes it clear that local 
communities should decide what’s 
best for them in terms of  governance, 
decision-making and service delivery.

I wholeheartedly agree.
Our community knows what’s best.
We are grateful for the support 

of  the province in supporting local-
decision making and I look forward 
to moving forward and getting things 
done here in Aurora.
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905-727-3210
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• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

launch of  their All Kids Can Play 
program.

The All Kids Can Play Program, 
now in partnership with Welcoming 
Arms, was formally rebooted this 
week after its programming was put 
on the backburner following a re-
think of  their best practices after 
grant funding dried up.

According to organizers, the 
program has been retooled with 
improved public awareness programs, 
bolstered distribution to enable All 
Kids Can Play (AKCP) to invest even 
more in physical activity locally, and 
an improved program of  fundraising 
to make sure their efforts are 
sustainable into the future. 

“It is hardly headline news today 
that kids spend too much time on 
their devices and not enough time 
running, jumping, or playing sports,” 
say organizers. “Schools only offer 
part of  the solution, with 20 minutes 
of  daily physical activity mandated 
in the elementary school curriculum, 
and according to ParticipACTION, 
only 35 per cent of  children aged 5 – 
17 are getting the required amount of  
physical activity to maintain health. 
But not all families can afford the cost 
of  extracurricular activities, be they 
individual or team sports. Parents 
report in multiple surveys that the 
cost of  sport participation is keeping 
one-third of  Canadian youth off  of  

fields and out of  gyms.”
Sport Aurora’s Ron Weese 

elaborates that organizations like 
JumpStart, sponsored by Canadian 
Tire, have been working to address 
these needs, but more still needs to be 
done at the local level.

“We did a little review of  our 
program and we saw what was going 
on with Canadian Tire JumpStart, and 
we decided to relaunch the program,” 
Mr. Weese tells The Auroran. “One 
of  our plans was to find partners to 
pull together more [young] recipients. 
It’s a difficult thing to identify people 
who are without funds and maybe 
one or two kids have a hard time 
saying so and asking for help, so we 
went to Welcoming Arms, who see a 
lot of  people, and asked what their 
[process] was, and they were similar 
to our own.”

And a partnership was born. The 
AKCP program will now work with 
Welcoming Arms, the local charity 
spearheaded by seven local churches 
helping community members in need, 
regardless of  religion, to connect with 
youth who might benefit from all the 
benefits “play” has to offer. Welcoming 
Arms was excited to partner with 
them, leading the vetting efforts, and 
AKCP in turn was eager to point 
other families in need who come to 
them directly for sport assistance, in 
the direction of  Welcoming Arms for 
additional help in making ends meet.

“If  individuals make an 
application to Welcoming Arms, 
we will automatically accept them 
without having to go through another 
application process,” says Mr. Weese. 
“We’re streamlining this for people 
who are in hardship.”

The measure of  success of  this new 
partnership, he adds, will be twofold: 
attracting and distributing more 
funds.

“Before, it was kind of  a difficult 
thing because we didn’t want to 
go out and advertise we had lots of  
money, because we didn’t have lots 
of  money; what we wanted to do was 
work through our sport organizations 
and others who knew about us 
because we didn’t want to run out of  
funds,” he says. “Now, what we have, 
we think, is an opportunity to go out 
and look for more funds and more 
recipients. Up until now, we have only 
had a few individual [donors] who 
have believed in what we were doing. 
We’re not a recognized charity, so we 
couldn’t give receipts for income tax 
purposes, but as part of  our workplan 
we’re hoping to do that in the New 
Year. 

“The real importance of  this 
program is not to help make kids 
athletes; the importance of  this is so 
children who have been left on the 
sidelines because of  financial difficulty 
have now been able to participate 
with their friends, because as much 
as physical activity and participating 
in sports is a valuable thing in and 
of  itself, the real important thing 
that we heard from the recipients is 
the kids who joined the program and 
participated in the program got to 
have that real social relationship with 
other kids they went to school with, 
or kids on their block of  people who 
they met. This is a thing that we do 
for kids to be involved in sport, but 
sport has a bigger context to it and it 
is really about removing the financial 
barriers so children can play and be 
a part of  the whole play and social 
interaction. Parents have told us that 
their kids can now go out and play 
with their friends and maybe they 
couldn’t before.”

For more information on the All Kids Can 
Play program, visit www.sportaurora.ca.

All Kids Can Play program re-launches in partnership 
with Welcoming Arms
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  1. Flat-topped hill
  5. Fire usually accompanies it
10. Talked
12. Skillset
14. Unembarrassed
16. Where teens spend their days
18. Boxing’s GOAT
19. Used to anoint
20. Rust fungi
22. Panthers’ signal caller
23. Forests have lots of them
25. Lentils
26. One’s self-esteem
27. Where you entered the 
      world (abbr.)
28. High school test
30. Large, flightless bird
31. Expectorated
33. Some practice it
35. Prickly shrub

37. French river
38. Told on
40. Steep hillside
41. Peyton’s little brother
42. Soviet Socialist Republic
44. Welsh river
45. Witness
48. Brews
50. Orange-brown
52. Separates DNA and RNA
53. Mexican agave
55. Self-contained aircraft unit
56. Encourage
57. Atomic #52 (abbr.)
58. About latitude
63. Trivial gadget
65. Film a scene again
66. Small blisters
67. Dark brown

  1. Advanced degree
  2. Goes with flow
  3. The Caspian is one
  4. Accumulate on the surface of
  5. Vascular systems or plants
  6. A popular kids magazine
  7. __ podrida: spicy Spanish stew
  8. Vandalized a car
  9. Prefix meaning “within”
10. Soviet labor camp system
11. Strong hostilities
13. B complex vitamin
15. Go quickly
17. Toast
18. A team’s best pitcher
21. A Philly culinary special
23. Small child
24. Unhappy
27. Trims by cutting

29. Weepy
32. It might be on the back
34. Spy organization
35. Female body part
36. Came back from behind
39. Fall back or spring forward
40. Famed traveling journalist
43. Where the current is fast
44. Withstand
46. A Philly football player
47. Records brain activity
49. Aromatic powder
51. Circular panpipe
54. Ship as cargo
59. Bar bill
60. Adult female
61. OJ trial judge
62. One’s grandmother
64. Hot, massive star

CROSSWORD

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

of Lighting ideas from

1000

Lampshades 
& we can arrange 

for installation
NEW HOURS: Mon Tue Wed Fri 10am - 6pm, Thurs 10am- 8pm 

Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun. Closed

of styles to 
choose from!

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

S

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $4095

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

By Brock Weir

This Monday, Canadians from 
coast to coast will pause at the 
eleventh hour to remember those 
who have fallen during wartime.

As they do so, they will stand and 
reflect alongside nearly 100,000 full-
time and reservist members of  the 
Canadian Armed Forces who are 
willing to put themselves in harm’s 
way for Queen and Country.

As you pause and reflect during 
the week ahead, consider setting 
your thoughts down on paper in 
a holiday card for soldiers serving 
overseas and here at home.

Aurora resident Dianne Harrison 
is once again collecting holiday cards 
to send to soldiers around the world, 
hoping to collect enough to brighten 
the season for more than 4,500 
members. It might seem like a drop 
in the bucket, she says, considering 
the full complement of  the Canadian 
Army, the Royal Canadian Navy, 
the Royal Canadian Air Force, and 
other branches of  service, but every 
card will touch a heart. 

“Our troops need to know that we 
are thinking of  them at this special 
time of  year and the sacrifices they 
are making not being at home with 
their families,” says Ms. Harrison. 
“They sacrifice so much and I think 
sometimes we just take it for granted. 
We look around the world and see 
what’s happening and we’re in such 
a wonderful, safe place. I think we 
forget because we’re not bombed, 
we don’t have the poverty that other 
countries have, and most of  us 
probably couldn’t imagine how [our 
soldiers] are living. It’s time for us to 
give back and I think this is just a 
small token of  how we can give back 
and say thank you.”

Each year, Ms. Harrison sets to 
work raising awareness of  this card-
writing campaign by taking the 
message to local schools and leaving 
drop boxes at various locations 
around town, including Town Hall, 
the Aurora Public Library, and 
local recreation centres like the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
and the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex.

This year’s campaign is well 
underway and has, so far, received 
a tremendous uptake from social 
media – not just here in Aurora, but 
also in Nova Scotia, Alberta and 
British Columbia.

Where there are not drop boxes, 
Ms. Harrison’s dedication to the 
cause is such that she is willing to pick 
them up, if  given enough notice. The 
first batch of  cards will be collected 
for shipment on November 17, with 
the second and final collection taking 
place on December 8.

This year, in addition to sending 
cards to Canadian Forces bases in 
Afghanistan, Bahrain and Jerusalem, 
she is expanding their reach and 
distributing cards to bases here at 
home, including CFB Borden, CFB 
Petawawa, and a number of  other 
bases out west.

The only requirement is that the 
messages are heartfelt. Soldiers, says 
Ms. Harrison, love to hear about 
what’s happening in the card-writers’ 
lives, regardless of  age, within their 
communities, and what matters to 
them.

“You might think it is a small 
gesture here, but it is a very big 
gesture there,” she says. “It shows 
love and compassion, and that we 
love and care about them. I just wish 
we could so do something all year 
round, like be able to drop of  100 
cards at the post office on Father’s 

Day, Mother’s Day and Easter.”
For more information on the 

letter writing campaign, including 
additional drop-off  locations 
and how to arrange a pick-

up, email Dianne Harrison at 
b d h a r r i s o n 2 0 1 2 @ g m a i l . c o m . 
Remember to include your name, 
address and email because you 
never know who will write back.

Holiday cards will help warm serving soldiers’ hearts
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

NOT EVERYONE needs your services all the time, 
but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory  
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING PAINTING

PAINTING

PROPANE

WATER

Proudly serving 
Aurora for 16 years

 York Region

Hire a local private car for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $85.00 

Call Peter 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600

Private Car 
Service

ECOLIMOECOLIMO

email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com • ecolimoyorkregion.com

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE
25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Interior & Exterior
PAINTING

Trim
Carpentry

905-841-3424
www.stevecale.com

905.727.4258 

www.tholiver.com 
1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

Warmth when you need it! 

19
10

9
11
C
N

Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the  
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Our comprehensive offering includes:
• Auto insurance 
• Homeowners insurance
• Tenants insurance
• Condo unit owners insurance
• Business insurance
• Life and health insurance
• Financial services and 

retirement planning

Contact me today. Stop in, call or click.

We Speak Italian and Greek.

Better things with  
a Desjardins Agent

Anna Raeli, Agent
2201 King Rd Suite 2
King City ON L7B 1G2
905-833-ANNA (2662)  
www.annaraeli.com

some reserves are a national shame. 
Child drug addicts at ten-years-old, 
prostitutes at fourteen, murder victims 
or suicides within that time span are real 
and tragic and a scandal and disgrace 
that reflects on the whole society.

Everything I know about treaties 
between Government and First Nations 
I’ve learned from media. It’s not 
much. I keep watching for clues. Your 
comments do not enlighten me.

My impression is the Federal 
government provides annual payments 
to Reserves presumably in return 
for developing the country. Persons 
claiming First Nation heritage are not 
required to pay taxes. They are not 
compelled to live on reserves. Those 
who do, elect a chief  and elders to 
administer the affairs of  the reservation.

That’s it. It’s not much but probably 
as much as anyone else.

I read of  protests, regular treaty 
negotiations and complaints of  injustice.

Recently an Indigenous spokesperson 
stated the government pays for 
municipal water services. Therefore, 
they should do the same for Indian 
reserves.

I know that’s not true. I receive a 

quarterly bill from the municipality to 
pay for the exact amount of  water that 
flows through a meter. I pay for the 
same amount to be transported and 
processed through a treatment system. 
I pay for management of  storm water 
ponds. If  either the Federal or Provincial 
government contributes a cent to that 
effort, I do not know about that.

I don’t know who is responsible for 
mercury in lake water.

Something else I don’t know is why 
government is believed responsible for 
shameful negligence and scandalous 
conditions that allow a collective 
of  children, anybody’s children, to 
be subject to such horrors as those 
described above.

I am unable to accept the logic 
presented.

Evelyn Buck
Aurora

LETTER TO  THE  EDITOR

To submit a letter to the editor, 
please send your email 
to letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions 
is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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HELP WANTEDSERVICES NOTICE

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

PRIMERICA Think you cannot afford 
Quality Income Protection? Think Again. 
Primerica  Life Insurance you need at 
the price you can afford. Primerica 
Representative Wayne Kennedy 905-364-
0303,  416-707-6165.

CDS is looking to hire an 

Accounts Payable
Administrator

Full time, commencing in November
Posting closes November 6

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

 Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

E U R O P E A N 
C L E A N I N G 
LADY available 
to clean homes, 
apartments and 
offices. Excellent 
experience and 
good references. 
Please call 647-290-
6328

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
AND OTHERS 

All claims against the estate of  Robert 
Simpson, late of  the Town of  Aurora in the 
Regional Municipality of  York, who died 
on or about the 12th day of  June, 2019, 
must be filed with the undersigned Estate 
Trustee on or before the 30th of  November 
2019; thereafter, the undersigned will 
distribute the assets of  the said estate 
having regard only to the claims then filed. 
DATED at Aurora this 25th day of  October 
2019. Jill Dorothy Tate, Estate Trustee, by 
her Solicitor, MCPHERSON & LEWIS, 
15220 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 
1L9. 905-727-3151Fax: 905 841 2164

DEATH NOTICE

CHARLES WILLIAM  
STUART TOOLE 

transitioned at Southlake Hospital 
on Sunday, October 27th, 2019.  
Stuart was father to Jordan and 
Mark (pre-deceased), partner to 
Dorothy and grandfather to Carlie 
and Katie (Denise – pre-deceased), 
Mitchell and Sydney and “Papa Stu” 
to William Peirce.  He will be dearly 
missed by his big sister Earla.  Over 
his 84 years, Stu enriched the lives 
of  the Toole, Hancock, and Peirce 
families.  Stuart will be honoured in 
the fullness of  time. 

TIME TRAVELLER’S DIARY

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
The York Regional Police Community Chorus (formerly Male 
Chorus) hosts their 27th Annual Fundraising Concert at the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts, 10268 Yonge 
Street, Richmond Hill. Concert begins at 7.30 p.m. Funds 
are directed back into the community with a portion going 
towards the operation of the police chorus.  Performing will 
be the Ottawa Police Chorus, the Aurora Seniors Evergreen 
Choir, the Salvation Army School of Music Children’s Choir 
and the York Regional Police Community Chorus.  Tickets 
are $20.00 and are available at the door on the evening 
of the concert or in advance by calling 905-727-9676. 
Tickets are not available through the theatre box office.

* * * * 
A candlelight vigil will be held at the Aurora Cenotaph 
this evening from 7 – 11 p.m. this evening to pay tribute 
to the fallen – and those who continue to serve. Honour the 
brave men and women who serve in our armed forces by 
standing with the Queen’s York Rangers 2799 Army Cadet 
Corps at the Aurora War Memorial. Attendees will receive 
a lit candle and will be invited to add a ribbon to our 
community Remembrance wreath. Come as you are, stay 
as long as you wish.

* * * * 
The Royal Canadian Legion will host its annual 
Remembrance Dinner tonight at the Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) from 5.30 p.m. to 11.30 p.m. Cocktails 
at 5.40 p.m., Dinner at 6 p.m., entertainment begins at 
8 p.m. with Soul Benefit. Tickets are $35 and available at 
the Legion Bar.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Aurora’s Remembrance Day Parade and Service will 
take place today at the Aurora Cenotaph from 10.15 – 
11.15 a.m. Following the service and parade, the Royal 
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) will host 
a reception.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
The Pine Tree Potters’ Guild is proud to be hosting the 10th 
annual Empty Bowls event today. Chefs from across the 
Region will participate in the 10th annual “Empty Bowls” 
fundraiser in the Aurora Cultural Centre.  Proceeds from the 
day will be donated to Welcoming Arms, Aurora, and Inn 
From The Cold, Newmarket.  Patrons can enjoy gourmet 
soups and breads prepared by local chefs, served in some 
of the 500 handmade soup bowls created by members of 
Pine Tree Potters’ Guild.   After the meal, patrons will take 
home their chosen bowl. Tickets for the 1.30 p.m. lunch 
are available (still at $50 each) for purchase at Meridian 
Credit Union, 297 Wellington St. East, in Aurora. Once 
again, we expect this will be a “sold out” event.

* * * * 
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network – Newmarket will 

host their monthly support group meeting tonight at the 
Newmarket Seniors Meeting Place (474 Davis Drive, Halls 
4&5). A meet and greet will take place starting at 6.30 
p.m. with the session running from 7 – 9 p.m. Tonight’s 
presenter, Dr. Alejandro Berlin of Princess Margaret 
Hospital, will speak on radiation. For more information, 
visit newmarketprostatecancer.com or call 905-235-7021.

NOVEMBER 21 – 24
The Pine Tree Potters’ Guild Fall pottery sale will be held 
Thursday, November 21 to Sunday, November 24, 2019 
at the beautiful Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 
Aurora. The hours are Thursday 10 am to 9 pm, Friday and 
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm and Sunday 11 am to 4 pm. There 
is free parking, free admission and a unique door prize!  
A great selection of holiday gift ideas. Visa, MasterCard 
and Interac are accepted.  Visit www.pinetreepotters.ca for 
more information.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26
The Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) 
Aurora/Newmarketwill host their monthly meeting tonight 
at 7.30 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North). This month’s guest speaker is Kathryn 
Morton of Maplelea Canadian Dolls for Girls. In 2003, after 
a decade of research Kathryn Morton was proud to launch 
a product line of dolls that would align with the values she 
wanted to instill in her own daughter. She didn’t want to 
emphasize body image, dating, glamour and sophistication 
like so many dolls lining toy shelves today. Maplelea dolls 
were designed to be positive, age-appropriate role models 
for girls aged 6-12+. They promote healthy active lifestyles 
and a knowledge and pride of the country we call home. 
The CFUW Aurora/Newmarket is a women’s organization 
engaged in empowering women’s lives through friendship, 
education, outreach and advocacy. All women in York 
Region are welcome at the monthly meeting.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues 
this evening with Peter Jennings: Shark Assault: An Amazing 
Story of Survival. Shark Assault: An Amazing Story of 
Survival is a non-fiction narrative about Nicole Moore, a 
nurse from Orangeville, who was standing waist deep in 
the ocean while vacationing at a resort in Cancun, Mexico. 
Suddenly, she was brutally and savagely attacked twice by 
a bull shark, the most vicious shark in the sea. She came 
very close to death, losing more than 60% of her blood (a 
condition humans are not meant to survive). As a result of 
the shark bites, her left arm was amputated and she very 
nearly lost her leg, enduring numerous invasive surgeries 
in the process.  15372 Yonge Street, Aurora Ontario. $5/
Member, $7/Non-Member. For more information call 905-
727-8991 or community@aurorahs.com.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW Embarrassed, I jumped up. I told 

myself  that it was just a terrible dream 
or was it? To this day, that experience 
haunts me. My subsequent research 
only confirmed my memory.

Now, “Altar of  Sacrifice”, the 
words inscribed on the memorial, 
mean so much more. But the name 
Jones, Henry C., carved below, stirs 
my emotions as that horrid reality 
rushes back. Overwhelmed, I can only 
lower my head and whisper, “Henry 
Charles Jones, rest in peace, you are 
remembered”. 

Note: Jones, Henry C. was one of  
156 Canadian POWs known to have 
been murdered in June 1944 by the 
12th SS Panzer Division ‘Hitler Youth’.

References:
“Conduct Unbecoming” by Howard 

Margolian, Pg. 90-94 (Newmarket Public 
Library)

The Era, December 20, 1945 page one, 
headline “District Boy Among Those Said 
Murdered By Nazis”.

“That Time the Germans Murdered an 
Entire Canadian Regiment(sic) on D-Day” 
article by Bob Gordon, May 2018 (Military 
History Magazine)
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Phase 3 Now Open

TRIM THE You can own a home 
for as low as $41/day

AIM FOR

Cut out what you don’t need. Get what you’ve always wanted. 
Urban North allows you to spread your deposit on a new 
townhome over 18 monthly payments of just $1,250. 
This is less than the average cost of renting in the GTA. 

You can hit pause on some things you like such as concert tickets, 
expensive brands, latest gadgets, travel and even your morning 
caffè mocha, and you will find the funds to make your dreams 
come true. Embrace the opportunity. Embrace your goals. 

*$41/day based on 18 monthly payments of $1,250, after deposit of $2,500 on signing - valid on back-to-back towns only. See website for details.
Offer valid until product is sold out. Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist’s concept only E. & O. E.  © 2019 PACE Developments. All rights reserved.

$400s
 from

the lowTOWNS

Register Now

MyUrbanBarrie.ca

$25K DEPOSIT SPREAD OVER 18 MONTHS 
$2,500 ON SIGNING + 18 X $1,250/MONTH

STEPS TO BARRIE SOUTH GO STATION 

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING NATURE HAS TO OFFER

3-4 BEDROOMS  |  UP TO 2,142 SQ FT  |  2 CAR PARKING
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WINTER OPEN 
HOUSE DATES

 NOVEMBER 15 – 9:30AM
NOVEMBER 21 – 7:00PM

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

You’re  
Invited!

• STEM & AP Programs

• University Preparatory

• Catholic Tradition of 
Academic Excellence

• Tuition Assistance

• Entrance Scholarships 
Available

Please register at  
www.villanovacollege.org 

or call 905-833-1909



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 7, 2019THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 7, 2019Page  26             Page 27

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

VC by the  
Numbers

BUS ROUTES  
SERVICING YORK  
REGION & BEYOND

545
ENROLMENT 

Grades
4-12

 
ACRE  
CAMPUS  

16:1  
Average Student  

Teacher Ratio

 

100%  
UNIVERSITY 
PLACEMENT

30 
SPORTS 
TEAMS

40+ 
Clubs and 

Extra-Curriculars

9


