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Council declares “Climate Emergency”
By Brock Weir

Aurora has declared a “climate 
emergency” in a bid to create a 
concrete action plan to address issues 
at a local level.

Council voted unanimously to 
declare a “climate emergency” 
following a motion from Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland, following the lead 
of  more than 450 communities across 
the country.

The intent of  the motion is to 
“deepen” Aurora’s commitment 
to protecting ecosystems, reducing 

carbon footprints and spearheading 
other initiatives to protect the 
community from the impacts of  
climate change while, at the same 
time, ensuring issues related to 
climate change are fully considered in 
each item that hits the Council table. 

Councillor Gilliland’s motion goes 
on to task municipal staff  with creating 
a Climate Action Plan, reflective of  
a similar plan forthcoming from the 
Region of  York, allowing the Town 
to “focus on reducing emissions 
and adaptation at the community 
level,” and look for opportunities for 
economic growth related to the low-

carbon economy. 
Speaking to her motion at last 

week’s Council meeting, Councillor 
Gilliland said when she was first 
elected she pursued the issue of  a 
Climate Action Plan, only to find 
the report stagnating pending staff  
resources that are now in place. Now, 
she said, was the time for action.

“This is a victory in the right 
direction,” she said. “In no way am 
I suggesting our staff  is not taking 
initiatives; rather, this motion is 
designed to keep the impact of  climate 
change at the top of  our inbox. The 
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IN A DARK, DARK WOOD – This ghostly apparition greeted hundreds of Hallowe’en revellers at Sheppard’s Bush on Saturday night as 
they came to the end of Aurora’s Haunted Forest. Featuring a family-friendly trail and a scarier trail for those looking for a more chilling good 
time, the event was another huge success. For full coverage, see Page 20.                                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Ward system 
reviewed as 

consultation begins

By Brock Weir

Public consultation has begun into 
whether or not Aurora should adopt 
a ward system of  governance.

Just seven interested residents 
attended the first public meeting on 
the matter last Wednesday night at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre.

Led by consultants Gary Davidson 
and Beate Bowron, the session – the 
second of  which took place at Town 

CGMACGMA
Private School ⎜Since 1995Private School ⎜Since 1995

A Better Place To Learn

Montessori Preschool & Elementary 
Grade 8 Reach Ahead Program |High School

Visit us at www.countrygarden.ca
905-898-6257 ⎜601 Newpark Blvd.Newmarket

STEP IN HER SHOES – Joe Commisso, Head of Community Service at St. Andrew’s College 
gives a campus tour to Lorris Herenda, Executive Director of Yellow Brick House on Friday 
ahead of this Sunday’s Step in My Shoes event, a new partnership between the College and 
the local women’s shelter, which aims to spark dialogue on domestic violence. For more, see 
Page 10.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Council & Committee Meetings

What’s Happening

What’s Happening
Date Time Location Meeting

Monday, November 4 11 a.m. Leksand Room Community Recognition Review Advisory Committee 

Monday, November 4 7 p.m. Holland Room Heritage Advisory Committee

Tuesday, November 5 9:30 a.m. Holland Room Joint Council Committee

Tuesday, November 5 5:45 p.m. Holland Room Council Closed Session 

Tuesday, November 5 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee

Tuesday, November 12 5:45 p.m.  Holland Room Council Closed Session (if required)

Tuesday, November 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council

Wednesday, November 13 7 p.m. Holland Room Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Wednesday, November 13 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board 

Thursday, November 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment 

Saturday, November 16 9 a.m. Council Chambers  Budget Committee (Operating Budget Review Water 

Budget) Cancelled

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

What’s Happening

C A S H  P R I Z E S  W I L L  B E  AWA R D E D  F O R

YOUTH
AURORA’S

NOVEMBER 20, 2019

INNOVATION
FAIR

FOR
MORE
INFO

MOST INNOVATIVE •

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

INTERMEDIATE Grades 7 to 9
JUNIOR Grades 4 to 6

SENIOR Grades 10 to 12

• COMMUNITY LEADERSHIPECO-FRIENDLY

We reserve the right to cancel,
amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by

Individuals or groups in the
following age categories can

participate in the fair:

aurora.ca/youthinnovation
#AuroraInnovationFair
905-727-3123 ext.3135

Apply as a group or individual by
November 8, 2019

135 Industrial Pkwy North
AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX

The Town of Aurora is proud to present
Aurora’s Youth Innovation Fair which
will showcase great ideas and inventions.

Notice of service disruptions 

Please see below for scheduled service disruptions at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex (AFLC): 

• Family Open Gym drop-in from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and
Youth Basketball from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. will be cancelled on
Wednesday, November 20

Please see below for scheduled service disruptions at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC):

• The following shinny times will be cancelled on Wednesday, 
November 20: Ladies Shinny – 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and
Adult Shinny – 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

We apologize for any inconvenience. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/notices.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETION: 
STREAM MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN (SMMP)

& TANNERY CREEK FLOOD RELIEF STUDY

The Town of Aurora has completed the development of a Stream Management Master Plan (SMMP) in accordance 
with the recommendations from the Town’s 2014 Comprehensive Stormwater Management Master Plan and 
with its obligations under the 2009 Lake Simcoe Protection Plan.  The Stream Management Master Plan has also 
incorporated the Tannery Creek Flood Relief Study, and thus the SMMP addresses both erosion and flood risks 
under a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment planning process (Approach 2, Schedule B).  The SMMP 
implementation plan recommends stream 
restoration projects to mitigate existing 
erosion and flooding issues within the Town 
in the short and long term.  Further, the 
SMMP recommends long-term management 
strategies, including maintenance and 
monitoring plans, to further support 
responsibility for and stewardship of the 
natural infrastructure within the Town’s 
streams and watercourses.

The Stream Management Master Plan study 
has been prepared following a Master 
Planning approach under the Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment Process. 
The Class EA process included consultation 
with regulatory agencies, stakeholders and 
the public, including three Public Information 
Centres that were held during the study.  
The long range planning approach that is 
undertaken within the process enables the 
Town of Aurora to identify opportunities and 
be proactive in addressing issues before they 
become a problem. It also allows the Town to implement individual works which, over time, collectively become 
part of a larger management system.

PUBLIC REVIEW
The SMMP Final Report (dated: September, 30 2019) that documents the planning and decision-making process 
for the study is now available for public review.  By this Notice of Completion, the SMMP Final Report is being 
placed on the public record for a thirty (30) day review period from and including October 17 to November 16, 
2019 at the following locations and website: aurora.ca/smmp.

Engineering Division
Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way
Aurora, Ontario  L4G 6J1
Mon-Fri: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Telephone: 905-727-3123

Aurora Public Library 
15145 Yonge Street
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1M1
Available during Library hours
Telephone: 905-727-9494

Interested persons should provide written comment to the Town of Aurora on the SMMP report within 30 calendar 
days from the date of this Notice of Completion. Comments should be directed to the Town’s Municipal Engineer, 
Mr. Glen McArthur, P.Eng., Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1.
If concerns arise regarding this project, which cannot be resolved in discussion with the municipality, a person 
or party may request that the Minister of the Environment (MECP, at the address below) make an order for the 
project to comply with Part II of the Environmental Assessment Act (referred to as a Part II order), which addresses 
individual Environmental Assessments. Requests must be received by the Minister at the address below within 
30 calendar days of this Notice of Completion. A copy of the request must also be sent to the MECP Director 
of Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch (listed below) and the Town’s Municipal Engineer (listed 
above). If there is no“request” received by November 16, 2019, the Town of Aurora Stream Management 
Master Plan shall be considered final. 

This Notice Issued 17th of October, 2019

Minister, MECP 
77 Wellesley Street West, 11th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M7A 2T5
minister.mecp@ontario.ca 

Director, Environmental Assessment 
and Permissions Branch, MECP 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M4V 1P5 
enviropermissions@ontario.ca  

UNDER THE STARS

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 23, 2019

SANTA

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

PARADE

A U R O R A ’ S

Travelling south on Yonge Street
from Orchard Heights Boulevard
to Murray Drive.

The Salvation Army will 
collect food donations and
letters to Santa along the
route prior to the start of
the parade.

aurora.ca/santaparade
905-726-4762 • #AuroraSantaParade
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly
sponsored by

Please enjoy the parade from
the sidewalk, not the road.

Public open house - Storm sewer outlet 
clean up and restoration project 

The Town of Aurora is hosting a public open house to present 
the engineering design plans for the cleaning and restoration 
of the storm sewer outlets at various locations in the Town of 
Aurora. This project is part of the continuous maintenance and 
improvement of stormwater infrastructure. 

DATE: November 4, 2019
TIME: 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
LOCATION: Leksand Room, Town Hall, 100 John West Way 

Residents are invited to attend. For more information contact 
Sabir Hussain, Municipal Engineer at 905-727-3123 ext. 4378 
or by email at shussain@aurora.ca.

Coming soon! Winter 2020 Community 
Services Program Guide 

Look for your copy of the Winter 2020 Community Services  
Program Guide, delivered with The Banner Newspaper on  
Thursday, November 7. 

Register for Winter 2020 Recreation 
Programs starting November 11 

Starting November 11, Aurora residents can register online 
or  in-person for the Town’s winter recreation programs. Please 
check out the Winter 2020 Program Guide for details.    

Skylight Gallery Artist for November 

As Remembrance Day is observed, please visit the Skylight 
Gallery this month to see how the students in our community 
reflect on this significant day in our history. Visit the gallery 
Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town 
Hall, 3rd floor.

Moved to the Joint Operations Centre
as of October 29







COMMUNITY
SERVICES
BYLAW AND
ANIMAL SERVICES

For more info, please visit aurora.ca/servicedisruption

EACH DAY ENJOY:
FESTIVE VENDORS HANDS ON WORKSHOPS

SANTA & HIS REINDEER ON SITE
DAILY PRIZESFAMILY ACTIVITIES

aurora.ca/christmasmarket
905-726-4762

#AuroraChristmasMarket

FRIDAY
NOV. 29

SUNDAY 
DEC. 1

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Christmas Tree & Peace 
Candle Lighting (6:15 p.m.) 

Santa Claus

Nativity Pageant

“The Fire Guy” Show

Performance 
by Marquee Theatrical Productions

Pancake Brunch
(12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.)

Aurora Community 
Band Concert

Festive Workshops*

*nominal fee applies, limited space

We reserve the right to cancel, amend, or change activities

100 John West Way, Aurora

SATURDAY
NOV. 30

1 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Borealis Big Band Concert

A "Frozen" inspired play
by Marquee Theatrical Productions

Buskers!

Festive Workshops*

PLUS:

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Town Hall

AURORA TOWN HALL

Proudly Sponsored By

20
19

9

Notice Board
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•  W e l l  U N D e R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  •

themeadowso faurora . com

Presentation  
Centre Hours                                                  
Monday-Friday
10:00am-5:00pm 
Saturday 
10:00am-3:00pm

400 William Graham Drive, Aurora

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle CommunityA Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

Woodland  
Towers

 ATTeND OUR pOpUlAR 
 “lUNCh & leARN” SeSSIONS 
 CAll TO ReGISTeR TODAy. 

Visit our superb Sales Presentation Centre, hear  
all about living at The Meadows and find out why  

over 75% of our Woodland Tower units have already 
been sold. Call us today at 905 503-5560

ReTIReMeNT lIVING
IN AURORA
- a maintenance-free lifestyle in 
a caring community awaits you 

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Police investigating deaths of two Aurora men

York Regional Police were stationed near the Aurora Community Arboretum from Saturday 
evening through Monday afternoon.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

York Regional Police are investigating 
the deaths of  two Aurora men after 
their bodies were discovered in Aurora 
and Whitchurch-Stouffville over the 
weekend. 

A police presence was in the area of  
the Tim Jones Trail, at the south end of  
John West Way, from Saturday through 
Monday after the body of  a deceased 
man was located in the area.

“On Saturday, October 28, shortly 
before 4 p.m., officers responded to 
a call regarding a body located in a 
tent in the trail system off  John West 
Way, north of  Wellington Street East,” 
said Constable Andy Pattenden in a 
statement on Monday. “The Office of  
the Chief  Coroner has attended the 
scene and investigators are awaiting the 

results of  a post-mortem examination 
to identify the deceased. At this time, 
the scene is being held pending the 
results of  the post-mortem.”

Police are also investigating the death 
of  21-year-old David Farber.

Farber, a resident of  Aurora, was last 
seen on Thursday, October 27, around 
7 a.m. when, according to the Police, 
he drove away from his residence near 
Bayview Avenue and Wellington Street 
East. He had not been in touch with 
family and friends since he left and 
that raised alarm bells as it was “out of  
character” for him.

Farber was reported missing by York 
Regional Police on Friday morning, 
where they released his image and 
information on his vehicle – a 2013 
four-door black Mercedes 300.

He was found deceased in 
Whitchurch-Stouffville that afternoon.

“On Friday, October 25, at 
approximately 3 p.m., officers with 
the York Regional Police Search and 
Rescue Unit located the vehicle he had 
been driving, as well as Mr. Farber, who 
was deceased in a wooded area near 
Warden Avenue and Aurora Road,” 
said Constable Pattenden.

Anyone with information on either 
case is asked to contact the York 
Regional Police #1 District Criminal 
Investigations Bureau at 1-866-876-
5423 x7141, or to leave an anonymous 
tip with Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS or online at www.1800222tips.
com.

"At Jacuzzi Aurora, our passion lies within extending our health and wellness 
products to our surrounding community. We are so appreciative to have the Mayor of 
Aurora, Tom Mrakas, welcome us with the grand opening of our business.  We offer 
Jacuzzi Hot Tubs, All Season Pools, Gazebos, and Infrared Saunas.  We look forward to 
meeting you to help build your dream backyard oasis and wellness retreat in your home. 
Thank you for welcoming us into the Aurora community!"

GRAND OPENING

Above: Mayor Tom Mrakas, Lynne Montgomery, 
Jennifer Gaetano, Connie Prince & Kelsey 
Nicholson. Right: Jennifer, yes, that’s Mayor Tom 
in the hot tub for the ribbon cutting, and Lynne.
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LETTER TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

The election has come and gone.
We know the results, we have a general 

idea of  which direction this country is 
headed in the next couple of  years – or 
four, if  this minority government beats 
the odds and goes the distance – and for 
those left chagrined by the results, the 
next campaign has already begun.

If  you’re in politics, or public life at 
the very least, there is little time to let 
grass grow under your feet. If  you were 
successful at the polls, you’ve made 
promises you’re now expected to keep. 
If  you fell short of  the mark, you have 
a laundry list of  promises made by your 
rivals and sundry issues you can use to 
keep the victor in check, fuelling the fires 
of  your base in the hopes of  being more 
successful the next time around.

If  your eyes are not firmly on the 
future, chances are you’re still knee-deep 
in doing the forensics: what went right? 
What went wrong? What ultimately 
kept you from sealing the deal? What 
are the lessons that can be learned? And, 
perhaps, why couldn’t the electorate see 
the light?

A few things have been clarified in the 
days following the night of  October 21.

Conservative leader Andrew Scheer is 
deep in the forensics trying to decipher 
just why he couldn’t close the deal, 
after polls leading up to the writ being 
dropped indicated he was well on a path 
to victory, a sense that was bolstered by 
polls early on in the election campaign.

He stayed on the positive side, 
emphasising the inroads his party made 
in taking back seats and bolstering their 
opposition numbers, rejecting some 
theories put out by pundits that there 
was now movement within the party to 
seek leadership elsewhere. The message: 
He’s staying put.

The re-elected Justin Trudeau has 
rejected the idea of  a formal coalition 
with the balance of  power-wielding 
New Democrats, outlined the bones of  
his plan to forge ahead with the pipeline, 
despite the obstacles that have reared up 
at nearly every step of  the way, and he’s 
been humbled – brought a bit closer to 
earth after the frenzy that greeted his 
election four years ago sputtered and 
dissipated amid myriad controversy and 
scandal.

“It has been the greatest honour 
of  my life to serve you these past four 
years,” said Trudeau in his victory 
speech last week. “And tonight, you’re 
sending us back to work for you. We 
take this responsibility seriously and we 

will work hard for you, for your families 
and for your future. To those who voted 
for our party, thank you for putting your 
trust in our team. Thank you for having 
faith in us to move this country in the 
right direction.

“And to [those who did not] vote 
for us, know that we will work every 
single day for you. We will govern for 
everyone. Regardless of  how you cast 
your ballot, ours is a team that will fight 
for all Canadians.”

Addressing the elephant in the room 
– alienation in at least two provinces – 
he continued.

“Dear Quebeckers, I heard your 
message tonight. You want to continue 
to go forward with us, but you also want 
to ensure that the voice of  Quebec can 
be heard even more in Ottawa, and 
I can tell you that my team and I will 
be there for you. And to Canadians in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, know that 
you are an essential part of  our great 
country. I have heard your frustration 
and I want to be there to support you. 
Let us all work hard to bring our country 
together.”

That might be a tall order at the 
moment, with sabre-rattling in Alberta 
and Saskatchewan louder than ever. 
Their concerns are real, to be sure, 
and issues regarding equalization must 
be addressed by the Government, but 
in the first week of  the post-election 
environment, it is fast becoming a 
primary plot point. 

“If  the frustration and alienation in 
Alberta continues to mount, it will pose a 
very serious challenge to national unity,” 
said Alberta Premier Jason Kenney in a 
press conference the day after the election. 
“Alberta plays a hugely oversized role in 
national prosperity and the finances of  
the Federal Government. [If  the Prime 
Minister wants] to strengthen national 
unity and the Canadian economy, then 
he needs to listen to the provinces that 
produce a disproportionate amount of  
wealth in the Federation.”

That is certainly a discussion that will 
need to be had in the coming weeks and 
months, but what shouldn’t be lost in this 
discussion about strengthening national 
unity is addressing the needs of  areas 
of  this country that are experiencing a 
disproportionate amount of  poverty and 
struggle in the Federation.

History probably won’t remember 
the Federal leaders debates held during 
this kick at the electoral can of  paragons 
of  level-headed behaviour and steady 
leadership offered any of  the leaders 
vying for Canada’s top job. Verbal 
sparring matches are, for better or worse, 
an inextricable part of  the democratic 
process, but, to me, the most jarring 
aspect of  this political theatre was the 
dearth of  discussion surrounding the 
very real issues that dominate the lives 
of  our Indigenous peoples.

In an era where we’re all grappling 
with reconciliation, while communities 
address a reality where the cost of  a litre 
of  milk or a few pieces of  reasonably 
fresh fruit routinely zeroes in on the $10 
mark, a scant handful of  minutes were 
allocated in these televised forums to 
address these very real and alarming 
issues, posed to leaders by non-
Indigenous individuals. Elsewhere on 
the campaign trail, questions covering 
similar ground hardly made a blip on 
the national radar.

If  strengthening national unity is 
again on the forefront of  individuals’ 
minds following the Federal Election, 
addressing the ongoing, perennial and 
real concerns and issues facing our First 
Peoples every day needs to be a key 
component of  this conversation.

It has been ignored for far too long.
A heartening development of  this 

Federal Election is the election of  10 
Indigenous MPs, representing the 
Liberals, Conservatives, NDP and, in 
the re-election of  high-profile former 
Liberal Jody Wilson-Raybould, an 
independent voice. These elections and 
re-elections break down into four MPs 
from First Nations, four from the Metis 
community, and two Inuit individuals 
elected as Members of  Parliament as 
well, including 25-year-old Mumilaaq 
Qaqqaq, who now has the responsibility 
of  representing Nunavut in the House 
of  Commons.

One can only hope this group of  new 
and returning MPs, representing almost 
all partisan voices, will serve to light a fire 
towards concrete action in addressing a 
national shame. 
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Brock Weir
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(Re: Resident not buying into Climate 
Change ‘hysteria’, October 17)

In 1633, the Roman Catholic Church 
condemned Galileo for claiming the 
Earth circled the Sun. It took 359 years 
for science to prevail and Galileo to be 
absolved. Bravo, Pope John Paul II!

In 1859, Charles Darwin published 
“The Origins of  Species.” Despite 
religious scepticism, it was never put 
on the List of  Prohibited Books and, in 
2014, a formal announcement was made 
that there is no inconsistency between 
biological evolution and Christian faith. 
Bravo Pope Francis I! 

Then, in 2007, Vatican City set the 
goal of  becoming the first carbon-neutral 
state on the planet. It hasn’t yet succeeded, 
but it does have some promising solar 
panels. Bravo, Pope Benedict XVI!

If  a venerable institution as this can 
learn to appreciate science, surely people 
such as letter-writer Shelley Wister can 
do the same. Let us hope she and the 
new Government of  Canada face reality 
sooner rather than later.

Howard A. Doughty
Oak Ridges

I am writing in response to a number of  
community concerns regarding the visibility 
of  the pride flag at our public institutions. 
The pride flag represents a number of  
sexual and gender diverse groups under 
the LGBTQ2+ umbrella. It was created 
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of  the 
Stonewall Riots in 1978. Businesses and 
institutions alike use it show us their spaces 
are safe spaces. It’s an act of  solidarity and 
visibility that many who aren’t queer just 
can’t relate.

Many like to point to the lack of  religious 
flags represented in this manner but fail to 
recognize the oppressive nature of  these 
institutions towards queer people and other 
marginalized groups. People of  faith can go 
to their places of  worship be surrounded 
by a likeminded accepting community 
and family at home. But more often than 
not queer people aren’t exposed to similar 
affirming spaces. Of  the hundreds of  
places of  worship in the region the United 
Church is the only one. If  there are others, 
Pflag hasn’t heard much from them over 
the last year. 

Queer people often have to learn to 
blend in as a way to protect their safety. As a 
gay man I still do it to this day because you 
never know what other people see in you, 
the conclusion they may draw, especially 
those who will act violently. 

Within the last year alone, our schools 
have been attacked with hate-graffiti. 
Volunteers of  York Pride have faced violent 
attacks with slurs hurled at them as recent as 
last week. Kids are bullied away from their 
sports teams. Libraries are telling queer 
community members to self-advocate in 
place of  providing adequate training for 
their employees, and continue to place 
parental advisory stickers on queer-themed 
books about allyship and mixed-families. 

The pride flag is a symbol of  acceptance. 
Its mere presence is reassuring to queer 
people who continue to face discrimination. 

So for cisgender, heterosexual readers: do 
you regularly worry about being attacked, 
bullied or discriminated against because of  
your sexual or gender identity? Whether 
you believe it or not, this is a reality for 
queer people every day and our region is 
full of  it. It is far from being a safe haven for 
everyone despite our best efforts.

Some people would rather live by the 
mantra “out of  sight, out of  mind”. Queer 
people just want to be “out”. 

Tristan Coolman
President, Pflag York Region

 

Get with the times on 
climate change, says 
reader

Pride flag is symbol of  
acceptance
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Climate Change is a significant, if  
not key issue facing communities across 
the globe. From individual residents to 
elected leaders, communities across the 
world are urgently advocating for action 
to address climate change. In Canada, 
it factored heavily in the recent federal 
election. Unfortunately, the debate, such 
as it was, seemed to focus on semantics 
not solutions. Rhetoric not reality.

I think, however, we are well past the 
time for arguing over terminology or the 
magnitude of  the seriousness of  the issue.

Regardless of  what term you want 
to use, I think we can all agree that the 
negative impacts of  human activity on 
our environment are clearly evident. 
From polluted beaches to smog, from soil 
erosion to loss of  animal species diversity 
and habitat, from catastrophic flooding 
to extreme heat events, our environment 
is under threat.

I think everyone can also agree that 
protecting our environment – our water, 
our air, our soil, our trees and vegetation, 
our animals – is paramount not only for 
ourselves but for the generations to come.

Aurora Town Council had a motion 
before us earlier this week to declare 
a climate emergency. This is a motion 
that has been supported in one form or 
another by hundreds of  municipalities 
across our country in order to recognize 
the seriousness of  the environmental 
impacts of  climate change facing our 
nation. Yes, this is a largely symbolic 
motion. It does not require this Council 
to take any new action. Past and 
current councils have made clear their 
deep commitment to protecting our 
environment.

As a Town, and as a community, we 
believe that protecting our environment 
is important. The municipality has taken 
concrete steps over the past decade 
towards achieving that important goal. 
From its first Corporate Environmental 
Action Plan in 2010 to its support for 
the Blue Dot movement in 2016 to its 
support for green procurement policies, 
our Town has implemented many 
important initiatives that serve to protect 
our environment and specifically address 
the issues of  climate change.

In fact, Aurora has demonstrated 
leadership in addressing climate change. 
In the early 2000s, Town Council passed 
a resolution and became a member of  
– along with 350+ municipalities – the 
Climate Protection Program (PCP). 
The PCP program is based on a five-
milestone framework that involves 
completing a greenhouse gas emission 
inventory and forecast, setting a reduction 
target, developing a local action plan, 
implementing the plan, and monitoring 
progress and reporting results.

In 2017, the Corporate Environmental 
Action Plan (CEAP) was updated and 
specifically referenced elements of  the 
Blue Dot initiative. This five-year action 
plan serves to protect and enhance 
the natural environment, promote 
environmental sustainability, integrity 
and conservation of  resources and create 

a practice of  environmental stewardship 
within the community. The Town has 
directly addressed the issue of  reducing 
greenhouse gases through the Corporate 
Energy Management Plan, the Building 
Condition Assessment and Energy Audit, 
the Town-wide Green Development 
Guidelines.

A key element of  the Town’s climate 
risk assessment strategy is to create 
a Climate Change Action Plan. The 
Region has already moved forward with 
creating a Climate Change Action Plan 
and are in the final drafting stage. The 
plan will be in front of  Regional Council 
in a couple of  months and I believe that 
this plan will be something that Aurora 
should endorse and support. Once the 
report is released, we will adapt key 
elements that are directly relevant to our 
community.

What Aurora needs is a plan to include 
a climate lens in our decision-making. 
When it comes to addressing the impacts 
of  climate change, we need workable 
solutions now. But we need an integrated 
approach; we need collaborative 
solutions for an effective outcome.

Climate change doesn’t end at Aurora’s 
borders. In fact, it knows no borders. 
And a Regional Climate Change Action 
Plan will identify overarching principles, 
objectives and information to guide the 
work York Region and others undertake 
to address climate change and to address 
mitigation and adaptation from a 
corporate and community perspective.

Adopting a region-wide approach to 
mitigating the impacts of  climate change 
on our communities is how we can work 
together to get things done.

Some musings and observations from 
the campaign trail.

Prior to the election the national seat 
count was the following: Lib (177), CPC 
(95), NDP (39), BQ (10), GP (1), PPC (1), 
CCF (8), Vacant (5) – Total of  338.

Here were my predictions made during 
the morning of  voting day:

Lib 136, CPC 130, BQ 36, NDP 33, 
Green 2 and PPC 1.

I thought that the Liberals would just 
squeak by with the assistance of  the NDP 
and Green to obtain the majority of  171 
seats.

I was, of  course, way off  in my 
predictions, which should not come as a 
surprise to any longtime readers of  this 
column.

Just keep in mind that I confidently 
predicted that Kim Campbell would win 
one hundred seats in 1993! I won’t be 
headed to Las Vegas or Casino Rama, for 
that matter, any time soon!

For regular readers of  this column, you 
will know that there is a hobbyhorse that 
I consistently ride; that people need to get 
out and vote. 

From a Canadian press report:
“Roughly 66 per cent of  eligible voters 

cast ballots in Monday’s federal election, 
an anticlimactic turnout after a record-
breaking attendance at advance polls. 
More than 27 million Canadians were 
eligible to vote in this election, including 
long-term expats living abroad thanks to a 
Supreme Court ruling. About 17.9 million 
Canadians voted this year, according 
to Elections Canada’s count with more 

than 98 per cent of  polls reporting. That 
translates to 65.95 per cent of  eligible 
voters, but that does not include people 
who registered on election day.”

“In 2015, more than 17.7 million 
Canadians (68.3 per cent of  eligible voters) 
cast ballots, up from 14.8-million (61.1 per 
cent) in 2011 and the highest in almost a 
quarter of  a century. The lowest turnout 
was just one election earlier, in 2008, 
when 58.8 per cent of  voters turned out.”

In Newmarket – Aurora, we did just 
slightly better than the nation-wide 
average; 61,884 of  91,920 eligible voters 
cast a ballot, or 66.8%. Not bad.

Interesting that there were 424 spoiled 
ballots. Some of  these were, of  course, 
done by mistake but it looks like a lot of  
folks wanted to make a point.

In the Newmarket-Aurora riding, 
Liberal Tony Van Bynen was elected by 
just over 3,000 votes over Conservative 
Party candidate Lois Brown the 
Conservative Party and NDP candidate, 

Yvonne Kelly.
On election day, I was situated at the 

Seniors Residence, on Orchard Heights, 
just off  Yonge Street. One poll was held 
there. The local people employed by 
Elections Canada were great. Collectively, 
they were friendly and efficient. 

As I watched and listened to a few 
voters talking and laughing with their 
neighbours while they waited to cast a 
vote, I was struck by, for all its faults, how 
well our democratic system works.

There were no armed guards outside 
the school, no one was coerced into voting 
one way or another, there was no UN 
inspectors monitoring the proceedings to 
ensure fairness and no one was fearing for 
their life. 

A friend and Conservative colleague-in-
arms of  mine, Daryl Wolk of  Newmarket, 
put it best on his website some time ago:

“Our veterans fought hard and many 
gave up their lives for our right to vote. Not 
all countries have the same opportunity 
as we do. In China, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Zimbabwe, North Korea, Cuba and in 
many other nations dictatorships oppress 
their people and do not allow them a say 
in their future or the direction of  their 
communities.

“I have stated my preference, but 
regardless of  who you prefer; please take 
your right and duty seriously, make sure 
you are informed and make sure you go 
out and cast a ballot on election day.”

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora  
Museum  

& Archives  
is celebrating:

Hallowe’en, 
110 Years On!

 
Postcard sent to Fred Osborne in Aurora on Octo-
ber 30, 1909 (2016.47). This time period marked 
the beginning of the era of commercial Hallowe’en 
products. 
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Yes   No   Unsure

Given the results of Monday's Federal  
Election, are you optimistic 

about the next four 

TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

By Jeremy Hood
Museum Assistant

Aurora Museum & Archives

Hallowe’en 
Hijinks

There is but one night per year that 
spirits and monsters are able to roam freely.

They seek the living in their dwellings 
with a hunger unbridled. Their ire can 
only be softened with the proffer of  sweet 
treats, and beware! Lest your property falls 
victim to the dead’s vengeance. This I have 
seen with my own eyes, as I locked the time 
machine into October 31 and watched as 
the years spin past. 

I found that the celebration of  
Hallowe’en in North America is hundreds 
of  years old, a remnant of  an older 
tradition from Europe.  While it all began 
as sombre religious ceremony, by the end of  
the 19th century, it had been co-opted by 
the youth and turned into an opportunity 
for mischief.  In the years around the turn 
of  the 20th century, the tricks played on 
the populace were seemingly random: 
gates stolen, walkways smashed or moved, 
planks laid across railroad tracks. There 
was no provision to assuage the destructive 
impulses, and beginning in 1904, police 
constables were assigned special duty on 
Hallowe’en night, and paid $1.50 each for 
the job.  

By about 1910, Hallowe’en parties 
began to include commercial decorations 
and costumes: a modern, 20th century 
approach to those traditions carried from 
the old countries.

Despite the celebrations becoming 
more commercial and child-oriented, 
there remained always the chance that 
some destruction would take place within 
Aurora or a neighbouring community.

Indeed, just in 1909, I saw here the 
standard gate-stealing, fence-smashing and 
walkway-ruining incidents that plague this 
holiday. 

By the beginning of  the 1920s, 
Hallowe’en parties were fashionable for 
adults as well as children, with costumes 
as varied as fairies, nurses (a reminder of  
those who served in the war), the prophet 
Abraham, and – something that the 
people of  my time would never don – 
the traditional dress of  various cultures – 
imagine!  Around this time, the modern 
practice of  trick-or-treating, although not 
yet widely called as such, began to appear in 
Aurora and across the continent, drawing 
from the “souling” and “guising” door-to-
door traditions from Europe and Scotland.  
Finally, there was some way to distract the 
youth from wanton destruction:  sugar!  

Decades later, Hallowe’en parties were 
being held in schools, churches, halls, and 
private homes.  Despite this controlled 
revelry, destruction still reared its head in 
Town Park in 1940, when the damage was 
done to the park’s goalposts, prompting 
calls in the Aurora Banner for justice. 

The multiple traditions of  Hallowe’en 
developed, and the innocuous parties 
and candy-gathering existed alongside 
mischievousness and destruction for many 
years.   This came to a head in Aurora 
in 1977, when I witnessed over 1,000 
teenagers confronting policemen on 
Yonge Street!  No candy would calm 
the crowd that night, as hundreds of  
eggs were thrown, and a policeman was 
knocked out in the scuffle.   I searched 
through the Time Traveler’s Archives, 
and could not find another example 

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

2019 Federal Election notebook – some thoughts

Addressing Climate Change

UNSURE

8%
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Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON  L3X 1V6

  905-853-9889     1-800-211-1881    905-853-6115   
 Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org    www.christineelliottmpp.ca

Hall on Monday night – was an 
opportunity for residents to weigh in 
on whether Aurora should ditch its 
current at-large system of  Council, 
whereby six Councillors are elected 
from across the Town to represent 
the entire community, in favour of  
a ward system with one Council 
member (at least) elected by one 
specific area of  the municipality to 
represent their interests. 

The public information session 
follows Council’s decision made 
early in its mandate to bring a ward 
system to fruition – despite it being 
voted down in a public referendum 
in 2014.

“As towns grow, they tend to 
gravitate towards ward systems,” Mr. 
Davidson told the sparsely populated 
room. “Aurora is one of  the largest 
towns in Ontario that still runs an 
at-large system. The only one that 
is larger [with an at-large system] is 
Sarnia. 

“Aurora Council has asked its staff  
to look at the possibility of  going 
from an at-large system to a ward 
system and specifically what the 
wards would look like. You can only 
make a decision once you’ve seen 
some options on wards. Council is 
going through this process to look at 
some options.”

The purpose of  the Electoral 
System Review (ESR) is to investigate 
which communities within Aurora 
should be kept within the same 
wards, whether there are any natural 
or built features – such as the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, train tracks, or 
major traffic arteries – that would be 
obvious ward boundaries, and how 
population should be distributed 
according to ward boundaries.

“The ESR is not about whether 
the current system of  electing 
Councillors should stay as it is or 
not,” he continued. “At the end of  
the process, Council will make a 
decision on whether they like one of  
the ward systems and want to move 

on that. The process is to look at what 
wards would look like so an informed 
decision can be made.”

First and foremost to keep in mind, 
he told residents, was achieving 
effective representation and “voter 
parity” where everybody’s vote 
carries a similar weight. Voters in a 
ward with a population of  500, he 
illustrated, would be weighted twice 
as much as a voter in a ward of  1,000 
residents, and this is best avoided.

“In an at-large system, voter 
parity is never an issue because 
everybody is voting for the Mayor 
and all the Councillors,” he said. 
“In a ward system, because you’re 
going to try and design wards which 
are geographical entities within the 
Town, you have to try and balance it 
off; they don’t have to be exact, but 
you try to get it within 10 to 15 per 
cent of  each other so my vote has 
a similar weight as anybody else’s 
vote.”

In bringing their ideas to the table, 
residents were first asked to consider 
areas of  interest, including long-
established communities with specific 
identities and interests, perhaps 
even those advocated for by already 
established ratepayer organizations, 
consider a Councillor’s capacity 
to represent an area, and how 
geographic challenges, such as 
Aurora’s north-heavy population 
versus the sparsely populated Oak 
Ridges Moraine settlements in the 
south, can be addressed. 

Another factor to consider, the 
consultants, said, was future growth 
projections.

“If  you decide to go to wards, you 
want them to last for not just the next 
election, but elections into the future,” 
said Mr. Davidson, noting the target 
year to launch a ward system, should 
Council decide to adopt a particular 
model, is 2026. “We try to design 
them [to last] three, possibly four 
elections. If  a ward system works in 
2026, it will probably work in 2030 
and possibly in 2034.”

CUSTOM 
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Follow us:

Discussions were led by Ms. 
Bowron and followed a similar set of  
questions outlined in an online survey 
conducted by the Town, which has 
collected more than 150 responses so 
far. Ms. Bowron said that following 
the two public information sessions, 
feedback received would be compiled 
and condensed into a report due 
before Council in November. From 
there, further public sessions will 
be rolled out by December with the 
final report, including ward options, 
ready “in about February” for 
Council’s consideration in June.

From the perspective of  resident 
Jim Jackson, some questions were left 
off  the list that should be considered, 
including socio-economic areas of  
Aurora, areas that are defined by 
demographics, “old versus new,” etc.

“You really have to start to list 
priorities with what’s important,” 
said Mr. Jackson, adding he would 
like to see “at least six” wards 
adopted, one for every “10,000 
people into the future, so you don’t 
need to reinvent the wheel every 
election.”

Daniel Koffman expressed a 

similar view, questioning how the 
needs of  sparsely populated areas 
of  Aurora, such as in the southeast, 
would be addressed through a ward 
system.

“One of  the issues with Aurora is 
how it is laid out,” said Mr. Koffman. 
“You have a huge chunk of  Moraine 
lumped in with another ward and 
then you don’t have representation 
for those few people on the Moraine 
if  they’re lumped in with more of  an 
established residential community. 
It’s completely different needs and 
that can become an issue.”

Speaking in support of  a ward 
system was Anna Kroeplin, who 
attended the meeting on behalf  of  
her Ratepayers Association. 

“At least residents will know who 
is in charge [in a ward system] and 
who they need to speak to first,” 
she said. “If  I don’t get the answer 
I want from one Councillor, [I can 
go to] another Councillor and it 
just keeps filtering down. It’s very 
frustrating for the residents and the 
ratepayers to not get the answers we 
need. I think the ward [system] will 
bring that communication.”

Public consultation begins on drafting ward boundaries

Residents participate in a dialogue on ward boundaries at the Aurora Cultural Centre on 
Wednesday night. A second session, which attracted about 11 residents, was held at Town Hall 
on Monday evening. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

Carman Widdess 
General Manager 

& Operating Partner

Nick Di Tommaso 
Pre-owned 
Manager

Brian McPake
New Car 

Sales Manager

Tyler Widdess
Assistant Sales & 

F&I Manager

Vu Trinh 
Business 
Manager

Shahab Hajianpoor
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Bryan Gee
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Arash Azimi
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

Matthew Hynard
Sales & 

Leasing Consultant

905-841-8190 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca
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2015 CHEV CRUZE LT2
STK# 5144 | 67,121 KM | SILVER WITH GRAY CLOTH, 

SUNROOF AND ALLOYS PREMIUM CLOTH , 
GREAT VALUE WITH THIS CAR CLEAN CAR FAX.

$13,999* +HST
+LIC

2015 MAZDA3 
STK# L51511 | 73,288 KM | 

CLEAN CAR , THIS ONE IS THE GX CONVENIENCE 
PACKAGE, AUTO AIR, SPORT WHEELS AND 

MORE CERTIFIED , FRESH TRADE IN

$11,999* +HST
+LIC

2018 HYUNDAI TUCSON SE
STK# 5098 | 40,261 KM | LEATHER, ROOF, 
HEATED SEATS BACK UP CAMERA AWD, 

EX RENTAL CERTIFIED PRE OWNED, 
CLEAN CAR FAX

$25,588* +HST
+LIC

2014 TOYOTA VENZA LIMTED
STK# 218091 | 126,544 KM | JUST TRADED IN THIS ONE 
OWNER CLEAN CAR FAX VEHICLE. THIS CAR HAS ALL 

THE FEATURES,  ALL WHEEL DRIVE, LEATHER, 
PANORAMIC ROOF,  20”  WHEELS, NAVIGATION, 

REAR CAMERA AND MORE. 

$18,988* +TAX
+LIC

2016 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LIMITED
STK# 216931 | 88,688 KM | 2L TURBO, 

LEATHER, ROOF, NAVIGATION  
AND MORE CLEAN AND READY TO BE SOLD

$21,999* +TAX
+LIC

2015 FORD FOCUS HATCH SE
STK# 5141 | 58,411 KM | CLEAN CAR FAX 

THIS ONE IS AUTO AIR ALLOYS AND 
COMES WITH SNOW TIRES.

$14,999* +TAX
+LIC

2015 HYUNDAI SANTA FE  SE
STK# 217351 | 62,541 KM | THIS TRADE WAS 

VERY WELL LOOKED AFTER BY THE PREVIOUS OWNER 
CLEAN CAR FAX AND ONE OWNER CAR THIS IS ALL 

WHEEL DRIVE AND MORE.

$19,888* +TAX
+LIC

2016 HYUNDAI GENESIS SE
STK# 5148 | 76,145 KM | CLEAN CAR THIS 

ONE IS THE CAR YOU WANT 3.8 L V6 HTRAC 
ALL WHEEL DRIVE LEATHER ROOF 

NAVIGATION COOL SEATS AND MORE. 
CLEAN CAR FAX, CERTIFIED PR OWNED

$27,888* +TAX
+LIC

2016 HYUNDAI SONATA SPORT TECH
STK# L5143 | 50,669 KM | ONE OWNER CLEAN CAR 

AND WITH CLEAN CAR PROOF VERY WELL 
OPTIONED CAR NAVIGATION, ROOF, ALLOYS, 

REAR CAMERA AND MORE.

$20,999* +TAX
+LIC

2012 HYUNDAI TUCSON
STK# 212731 | 143,434 KM | 

THIS ONE IS AN ORIGINAL, WELL LOOKED AFTER,
ALL WHEEL DRIVE AUTO AIR

$10,888* +TAX
+LIC

✔ CAR FAX VEHICLE HISTORY REPORT

✔ 120 POINT INSPECTION AND RECONDITIONING

✔ 12 MONTH / 20000 KM POWER TRAIN WARRANTY WITH ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE

✔ WARRANTY UPGRADES UP TO 5 YEARS/ 100000 KM AND COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE

✔ 30 DAY EXCHANGE/2000 KM POLICY

✔ NO CHARGE FIRST OIL CHANGE

✔ SIRIUS XM RADIO 90 DAY TRIAL

✔ FINANCE RATES AS LOW AS .99 UP TO 4.49 84 MONTHS

*PLUS TAXES AND LICENSE

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

THIS ONE IS AN ORIGINAL, WELL LOOKED AFTER,

$10,888$10,888** +TAX+TAX
+LIC+LIC

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

THE NEXT 100 PURCHASES 
OF NEW OR PRE-OWNED

VEHICLES QUALIFIES FOR A 

DRAW FOR 
$10,000! 

DROP-IN FOR YOUR 
CHANCE TODAY!

2015 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED
STK# 218201 | 68,355 KM | JUST TRADED CLEAN CAR 

FAX AND ONE OWNER HAS LEATHER, ROOF, 
REAR CAMERA, NAVIGATION AND MORE.

$18,999* +TAX
+LIC

NICK’S PICKS 
OF THE WEEK

Hypnotist 
Buck MAcLeod

FRIDAY NOV 8, 2019 7:00 PM 
Aurora Legion Industrial Parkway North, Aurora 

SPONSORED BY

$40.00
Ticket must be presented at door. Refreshments included, cash bar.

Must be 19 years or older

The Optimist Club of Aurora 
presents an evening with

For tickets  bnorth8789@gmail.com

Amalgamation ruled out as Regional Government 
Review continues

By Brock Weir

Aurora, as a Town unto itself, will live 
another day – at least for now.

On Friday, Steve Clark, Ontario’s 
Minister of  Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, took amalgamation of  York 
Region’s municipalities off  the table as 
the Province continues its review into 
Regional governance.

When the Province embarked on its 
review last year, some experts said that 
amalgamation of  York Region’s nine 
municipalities was inevitable, while elected 
officials stated they would do everything 
they could to retain the independence of  
existing municipalities.

Mayor Tom Mrakas, Aurora’s 
representative at the Regional table, 
hailed last week’s announcement.

“This is good news for our governments 
and for our communities,” said Mayor 
Mrakas. “The announcement comes 
following an extensive municipal 
government review, which included more 
than 8,500 submissions from members 
of  the public and countless meetings 
with representatives, including myself, 
from dozens of  municipalities. Here in 
York Region, our municipalities work 
well together with their shared vision of  
delivering the most efficient and effective 
services to our residents and business. We 
are committed to working with each other 
and with our communities to identify cost 
savings and eliminate red tape.

“Municipal governments are at the 
frontline of  service-delivery to our 
community. Each and every day, we 
work hand in hand with our residents to 
ensure that we deliver the best programs 
and services at the lowest cost to our 
taxpayers. We continue to be interested 
in modernization and are dedicated to 
collaboration and ongoing improvement. 
The announcement from the Province 
makes it clear that local communities 
should decide what’s best for them in 

terms of  governance, decision-making 
and service delivery. I wholeheartedly 
agree. Our community knows what’s 
best. We are grateful for the support of  
the Province in supporting local decision-
making.”

Friday’s Ministerial announcement 
followed on the heels of  an announcement 
that the Province was providing up to 
$143 million to municipalities to help 
them “lower costs and improve services 
for local residents over the long term.”

“Municipalities are the level of  
government closest to the people, but 
every community is different - one size 
doesn’t fit all,” said the Minister. “This 
investment in communities will support 
municipal transformation efforts to make 
sure they are delivering efficient, effective 
and modern services that best meet the 
unique needs of  their residents.”

The Ministry went on to note through 
“extensive review, the government 
heard that local communities should 
decide what is best for them in terms of  
governance, decision-making and service 
delivery. After careful consideration of  
the feedback we heard through the course 
of  the review, our government stands 
firm in its commitment to partnering 
with municipalities without pursuing 
a top-down approach. We will provide 
municipalities with the resources to 
support local decision-making.”

Minister Clark continued: “We are 
committed to helping and empowering 
municipalities to become more efficient 
and effective, so they can make every 
dollar count. This investment supports 
the province’s commitment to reduce the 
cost of  government, while maintaining 
quality services the people of  Ontario 
expect from all levels of  government.”

Additional measures announced 
include a further consultation with 
municipalities about whether to align 
the municipal and provincial fiscal 
year, as well as a proposal to “eliminate 
duplication by combining the provincial 

and municipal voters lists, giving Elections 
Ontario the responsibility of  managing 

the updated list and taking the burden off  
of  municipalities.”
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much 
are you paying 
for financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive 
are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary second 
opinion on your portfolio.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON L4G 1N1

November 14, 2019

A Night

Tickets

November 6, 2019 - King’s Riding Golf Club

Ten-storey condos 
pitched for Industrial and 
Wellington in revised 
plan, appeal

By Brock Weir

A proposal for two ten-storey 
condo towers for the northeast 
corner of  Industrial Parkway and 
Wellington Street East is now before 
Ontario’s Local Planning Appeals 
Tribunal (LPAT).

Council received a status update 
on the plan, with some elected 
members expressing dismay that 
the project, dubbed “Metropolitan 
Square” is being appealed – and that 
it has grown in the process.

When the Metropolitan Square 
project first hit the Council table last 
fall in the heat of  the 2018 Municipal 
Election, proponents of  the plan 
were pushing two eight-storey condo 
buildings on the current site of  Royal 
Woodworking.

Developers initially came to 
Council with the eight-storey 
proposal, three storeys above what 
is already allowed under the Town’s 
Official Plan (OP), but their proposal 
hit a snag over how much of  the 
building would be dedicated to 
affordable housing.

The property owners initially 
proposed two towers joined by a 
common lobby area. The original 
proposal called for a total of  223 
residential condominium units to 
the site, along with two levels of  
underground parking, all accessed 
off  Industrial Parkway North near 
Centre Street.

In order to get Council’s sign 
off  on the three extra floors, the 
developers would have had to go 
through a process called “bonusing” 
where significant amendments to the 
OP are allowed in a trade-off  for 
some community benefit. 

These community benefits 
often include provisions for public 
parkland or other forms of  amenity 
space, but the developers behind 
the Industrial Parkway/Wellington 
proposal were hoping to achieve 

this through 10 units of  affordable 
rental housing within the building 
for a time period of  15 years. 
“We have received very favourable 
comments from the Town’s peer 
review architect,” said Angela 
Sciberras on behalf  of  the developer 
last year. “We have been back and 
forth with them and they have 
provided a considerable amount of  
input and the design of  the building 
has been accommodated to address 
those comments. Approval by the 
committee and, ultimately, Council 
will allow us to continue that process. 
It will allow us to work with staff  
in preparation for the site plan 
agreement, finalization of  the zoning 
bylaw, finalization of  the affordable 
unit agreement, continuation of  the 
LEED Silver certification and, most 
importantly, commencement of  site 
plan remediation.”

But the 10 proposed units of  
affordable housing were not enough 
for most members of  the 2014-2018 
Council, who said that these units 
could be potentially phased out to 
become mainstream condos after 15 
years. In short, it wasn’t the deal the 
Town was looking for.

The Council of  the day reaffirmed 
its decision to send the matter back 
to staff  to address their concerns 
in a future report – but timing 
was of  the essence and Council’s 
“lack of  decision,” to quote Town 
Planner David Waters, has led to the 
developers’ appeal to LPAT and going 
for their full vision of  two ten-story 
towers.

While Mayor Tom Mrakas said he 
“worked with the applicant [and] came 
to what I thought was an agreement,” 
the appeal ultimately transpired.

“The LPAT appeal was based on 
Council’s lack of  a decision within 
the period of  time and that is now 
with LPAT,” said Mr. Waters. “We’re 
waiting for the correspondence as to 
when the first pre-hearing conference 
is going to be held.”

UN DAY – Students at Pickering College celebrated UN Day with a flag parade representing 
where students are from. This year’s celebration was particularly significant for the Newmarket-
based independent school as it marked its first UN Day as a full Member School in the UNESCO 
Associated Schools Network. Pickering College is the only independent school in Ontario to 
attain full membership in this network that links educational institutions across the world 
around a common goal: to build the defences of peace in the minds of children and young 
people.              Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 
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Breaking the silence on domestic violence – every 
step of the way

Yellow Brick House,  
St. Andrew’s College  

team up on  
Step in My Shoes

By Brock Weir

The stats are sobering and they 
might shock people into silence, but 
as much as they shocked students at 
St. Andrew’s College last year, it has 
inspired them to double down on their 
efforts to break that silence and be a 
part of  the change. 

This year, the local independent 
school is teaming up with Yellow Brick 
House to break the silence on domestic 
violence by hosting Step in My Shoes, 
a fundraiser for the women’s shelter 
which will see hundreds lace up the 
shoes of  their choice – including 
laceless stilettoes – to help end violence 
against women and children.

The third annual Step in My Shoes 
walk will take place at St. Andrews’ 
expansive campus next Sunday, 
November 3, with a goal of  raising 
$60,000 to provide women and 
children escaping violence with 365 
nights of  safety.

“Experiencing the event last year, 
I think, was quite shocking for our 
boys,” says Joe Commisso, Head of  
Community Service at SAC. “We took 
about 10 boys to the event last year 
and it brought attention to an issue 
that needs attention. As an all-boys 
school, it is our duty to ensure our boys 
are educated in issues such as domestic 
violence and making sure they are 
able to be a part of  the change. As 
young men, they are going to be the 
generation that can really push forward 
and ensure we’re doing our part in 
making a difference.”

Yellow Brick House is committed 
to providing life-saving services and 
prevention programs to individuals, 
families and communities impacted by 
violence. According to Lorris Herenda, 

Lorris Herrenda, Executive Director of Yellow Brick House, and Joe Commisso, Head of 
Community Service at St. Andrew’s College, kicked back in the quad and celebrated a new 
partnership between the two organizations on this year’s Step in My Shoes event, a walk 
designed to spur awareness of the harsh realities of domestic violence. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Executive Director of  Yellow Brick 
House, domestic violence impacts one 
in four women in Canada and their 
children.

“The issue of  domestic violence 
has reached epidemic proportions 
and that often results in disastrous 
outcomes where a woman is killed 
every six days,” she says. “If  you count 
the number of  women and children 
and family members that are killed, a 
person is killed every two and a half  
days in Canada as a result of  domestic 
violence. We’re hoping with our 
involvement with St. Andrew’s College, 
we’re going to break that silence that 
surrounds domestic violence because 
in order to work towards prevention 
and elimination eventually of  domestic 
violence, we need to have the courage 
to speak, we need to have the courage 
to inform each other, to get young men 
involved.”

Men, women and children are 
all invited to take part in this event, 
raising money in the process, because 
it is essential that everyone understand 
that even if  they don’t feel domestic 
violence has impacted them directly, 
that is a misconception.

“It impacts them as a community 
when somebody is killed and somebody 
is suffering,” she adds. “We know there 
are over 360,000 children currently 
attending schools who are living in 
violent homes, so even though you may 
not be personally impacted by it, you’re 
sitting beside a child in a classroom 
who is impacted by that. The young 
men at St. Andrew’s College, not only 
are they getting exceptional education, 
they’re also developing their social 
accountability and responsibility 
because these are our future leaders 
and they will lead with their voices 
towards gender equality, gender equity, 
pay equity, whatever we need to remove 
the oppression that is affecting women 
and children in the community.”

Last year’s walk, which took place at 
Upper Canada Mall, was the first time 
SAC students had the chance to take 
part. It was something of  a challenge 
for the school, adds Mr. Commisso 
with a laugh, as he had to hit every 
area thrift store to find high heels big 
enough for the young men attending 
the school, but it was all worthwhile. 
This year, rules surrounding footwear 

have been relaxed – come as you are, 
even if  you want to wear flip flips – 
and the campus is ready to make an 
impact.

“The boys realised it takes a little bit 
of  effort to make a world of  difference 
and I think that’s what they are really 
interested in doing with this event,” he 
says. “We have a beautiful campus we 
like to share with everyone we can, so 
this was just a match made in heaven.”

From the perspective of  Yellow 
Brick House, the objectives are 
twofold: as a charity that works with 
over 5,300 women and children every 
single year, they have wait lists for 
their 51 shelter beds and cribs, along 
with their counselling programs, 
family court support program, and 
group support programs. Every dollar 
raised – and every step taken – will 
take them closer to reducing their 
waitlists for people hoping to recover 
from trauma.

“In addition to the fundraising, 
we’re also counting on raising 
awareness,” says Ms. Herenda. 
“This is a topic people don’t like to 
talk about. It’s wrapped in shame. 
Women feel ashamed. There is a 
misconception in the community that 
domestic violence only happens to a 
select group of  people and one thing 
the boys learned last year is that it 
can happen to anybody. It crosses all 
cultural and socio-economic barriers.

“We need to change the language 
around domestic violence. We often 
hear, ‘Why doesn’t she just leave?’; the 
accountability is not with her leaving, 
the accountability should be with the 
perpetrator that is committing the 
crimes against his partner, his children 
and family members. I believe that the 
young generation is really taking a look 
at this issue and consciously they will 
be changing the language; how they 
speak to each other, how they address 
the girls they associate with, how they 
position themselves even in social 
media. It is that breaking the silence, 
changing the language and changing 
the attitudes a step at a time.”

For more information on Break The 
Silence: Step in My Shoes, including how 
to register and/or donate to a participant, 
visit yellowbrickhouse.akaraisin.com/ui/
BreakTheSilenceStepinMyShoes.

Newmarket Theatre
Nov. 14 - 24, 2019

Tickets at marqueetp.com
or call 905-953-5122
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Student vote largely reflected national results
Local ridings 

tell different story
By Brock Weir

Last Monday, Aurora voters returned 
Leona Alleslev to Ottawa while residents 
of  the north end of  Town elected first-
timer Tony Van Bynen to represent 
their interests. Local students, however, 
delivered slightly different results in 
their own in-house elections. 

More than 1.1 million elementary 
and secondary students from across the 
country participated in Student Vote 
Canada 2019, an initiative of  CIVIX, 
a non-partisan registered charity 
dedicated to “strengthening democracy 
through citizenship education among 
school-aged youth.”

With 1,181,053 participants 
representing 7,855 schools from 338 
Federal ridings, students “elected” a 
Liberal minority government, taking 
110 seats in this mock vote. Bucking the 
results of  the actual Federal election, 
however, which elected a Conservative 
opposition with 122 members to the 
Liberals’ 157, students elected an 
NDP opposition with 99 seats. The 
Conservatives weren’t far behind with 
students allocating them 94 seats, while 
the Green Party took 28 seats, and the 
Bloc Quebecois nine seats.

Newmarket-Aurora had the 
distinction of  being just two Federal 
ridings to achieve a tie vote in this 
student election, with teens splitting 
between Conservative candidate Lois 
Brown and NDP candidate Yvonne 
Kelly – as opposed to MP-elect Tony 
Van Bynen, who beat Ms. Brown to the 
post in the actual vote.

Ms. Brown and Ms. Kelly each 
received 668 student votes, with Mr. 
Van Bynen not far behind with 638 
votes. Walter Bauer of  the Green Party 
came in fourth with 534, Andrew 
McCaughtrie of  the People’s Party and 

Laurie Goble of  the Rhinoceros Party 
each receiving 100 votes, and Dorian 
Baxter of  the Progressive Canadian 
Party pulling up the rear with just 67 
votes. 

Aurora schools voting in the 
Newmarket-Aurora riding included 
Hartman Public School (Winner: 
Ms. Brown with 20 votes compared 
to Mr. Van Bynen’s 17), Northern 
Lights Public School (Winner: Mr. 
Van Bynen, 63, followed by Ms. Kelly, 
47), Our Lady of  Grace Catholic 
Elementary School (Mr. Van Bynen 
– 32, Ms. Brown – 31), Rick Hansen 
Public School (Ms. Kelly – 22, Ms. 
Brown – 18),  St. Jerome CES (Ms. 

Kelly – 51, Mr. Van Bynen – 28), 
and St. Maximilian Kolbe CHS (Ms. 
Brown – 98, Mr. Bauer – 63).

In the riding of  Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill, Ms. Alleslev was the 
winner with 1,225 votes compared 
to Liberal Leah Taylor Roy’s 907. In 
third place was Aaron Brown of  the 
NDP with 754 votes, followed by Tim 
Flemming of  the Green Party with 
573, Libertarian Serge Korovitsyn with 
152, and Priya Patil of  the People’s 
Party with 139.

Participating Aurora schools voting 
in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
included Aurora Grove Public School 
(Ms. Alleslev – 27, Ms. Taylor Roy – 

10), Aurora High School (Ms. Taylor 
Roy – 113, Ms. Alleslev – 98), Cardinal 
Carter CHS (Ms. Alleslev – 226, Ms. 
Taylor Roy – 85), Holy Spirit CES (Ms. 
Taylor-Roy – 54, Ms. Alleslev – 47), 
Light of  Christ CES (Ms. Alleslev – 59, 
Ms. Taylor Roy – 27), and Wellington 
Public School (Ms. Taylor Roy – 11, 
Mr. Brown – 5). 

“We are thrilled with the turnout 
for Student Vote Canada 2019,” said 
Taylor Gunn, President and CEO 
of  CIVIX Canada, in a statement. 
“We are grateful for all the teachers 
that dedicated time and energy to 
cultivating the next generation of  
voters.”

AND THE WINNER IS – Karen Gallagher Tsuji is the Grand Prize winner of the 2019 One Book One Aurora photography contest, 
sponsored by the Aurora Public Library (APL) and The Auroran Newspaper. Ms. Gallagher-Tsuji’s submission, printed here, responded to 
this year’s theme of “capturing children in an act of discovery.” In her submission, the photographer noted: “My daughter, Maya, was 
fascinated by the intricate tile work at the New Mosque in Istanbul. I captured the moment and it is one of my favourite memories.” 
Second place was awarded to Kimberly Sanzo for her photograph of her daughter interacting with a polar bear at a zoo. Pictured 
here at the awards presentation, held at the APL to mark Ontario Public Libraries Week, are Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP 
Michael Parsa, Diane Buchanan of The Auroran, writing contest winner Catherine Boase, Ms. Sanzo, Ms. Gallagher, writing contest 
winner Maggie Edwards, and Mayor Tom Mrakas. This year’s One Book One Aurora selection is Sweetness in the Belly by Camilla Gibb. 
The author will be at APL this Saturday, November 2, at 2 p.m. for a free reading and presentation.                  Photo by Lucy Frechette
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Golf volunteer great Clark swings into 
Sports Hall of Fame

By Jake Courtepatte

Tiger Woods. Mike Weir. Dustin 
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Warmth when you need it! 

Johnson. Brooke Henderson.
Those are just to name a few of  the golf  

greats that Jim Clark has crossed paths with 
while volunteering among the professional 
golf  circles, a tireless task that often flies 
under the radar.

But when one has reached the heights 
that Mr. Clark has in his close to forty years 
of  service, the honours are soon to follow.

Having watched Masters winners don 
the historic green jacket for ages, Mr. Clark 
will don his own this November in joining 
the 2019 inductees into the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame.

It was with the Caddie Committee 
in 1984 that Mr. Clark first joined the 
volunteers of  the PGA’s Canadian Open, 
four years before he and his family 
settled down in the Aurora community. 
Moving through a number of  different 
committees through the years, it was in 
2000 when Mr. Clark was asked to Chair 
the 2002 Canadian Open tournament at 
Angus Glen, jumping at the chance while 
assuming it was on a one-year term.

“Circumstances with the tournament 
and the locations for the next few years 
meant that I was invited to continue as 
the Chair on a year-by-year basis,” said 
Mr. Clark. “It ended up happening eleven 
times.” 

It was after the 2018 tournament that he 
stepped down from his post, after a total of  
34 tournaments. Yet among those countless 
rounds, one moment stands above the 
crowd in Mr. Clark’s memory: Tiger 
Woods’ historic win in 2000, when Woods 
hit a 218-yard six iron out of  a bunker on 
the final hole on his way to a title-clinching 
birdie.

“Tiger winning in 2000 when he was at 
the peak of  his domination was a highlight,” 
said Mr. Clark. “Getting to know the 
Canadian players when they were young 
amateurs and following them in their 
careers has been fun. From Mike Weir to 
Brooke Henderson I’ve seen them mature 
and succeed, which has been special.”

Most recently, Mr. Clark served as 
the Chair of  the CP Women’s Open at 
Magna Golf  Club, an experience he called 
“fantastic.”

“After all of  the years of  commuting to 
Glen Abbey or Hamilton or Markham or 
Toronto for events, I could drive to the club 
in less than 10 minutes. The nice thing was 
inviting many of  my friends to volunteer 
and then seeing them on the grounds of  
Magna enjoying the experience. 

“Another nice surprise was the number 
of  residents who had volunteered without 
me asking them but who I saw during the 
week. Many were not even golfers, which 
was nice. The town really stepped up to 
deliver a world class event.”

As for his ASHoF nomination, Mr. 
Clark said he was “thrilled and flattered,” 
yet “somewhat embarrassed”, believing 
volunteering is never about the recognition.

It is far from the first of  its kind for Mr. 
Clark, who earned the prestigious Golf  
Canada Distinguished Service Award in 
2016. He is already a member of  the Sport 
Hall of  Fame in Midland, Ontario, where 
he grew up caddying at the Midland Golf  
and Country Club.

One may think, perhaps Mr. Clark 
crossed paths with a future PGA champion 
in those early days at the club, sparking 
his love for the game that now comes full 

circle? Not exactly in a town like Midland, 
where in the sporting community a pair 
of  legendary curling brothers in Russ and 
Glenn Howard first comes to mind.

“I was fortunate to be a member of  a 
Provincial Championship curling team 
in my youth. The Skip of  the team was 
Russ Howard, who has gone on to great 
things in the sport and is an Olympic gold 
medalist,” said Mr. Clark, who added in 
jest that he takes credit for getting the future 
Olympians career off  to a great start.

“Of  note, I am a far better curler than I 
am a golfer.”  

Mr. Clark is one of  five inductees into 
this year’s class of  the Aurora Sports Hall 
of  Fame, alongside a trio of  members into 
the ‘Athlete’ category, and one addition as 
a ‘Coach’.

Joining Mr. Clark are Aurora Ducks 
Swimming founder Reg Chappell, the 
father and son hockey duo of  Dave and 
Ryan Gardner, as well as NCAA champion 
and All-American gymnast Travis 
Romagnoli.

Held annually at St. Andrew’s College, 
the ASHoF Induction dinner is one of  
the most spectacular nights of  the year in 
the Aurora sports community. This year’s 
dinner will be held on November 7, and 
more information can be found at www.
aurorashof.ca.

Jim Clark
Photo by Karen Merk
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1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

Victorian castings feature chrome 
detailing or simplistic black fi nishes, 
both acting as the perfect backdrop 
as fl ames radiate steady, even heat 

for many years to come.

15243 Yonge St, 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1L8

The Waxing Strip 
would like to welcome 

to our team!

20% off waxing 
with Chantelle
on Mondays 
Nov.1st - Dec. 9th

Book Online @ 
www.thewaxingstrip.com 
or call 
905-713-6058

Chantelle Marconi 

Arrest made in alleged hate-motivated attack 
against LGBTQ volunteer

By Brock Weir

A 33-year-old East Gwillimbury 
man has been arrested following 
an alleged hate-motivated attack in 
Newmarket over the weekend. 

Umair Ahmad Qurashi is facing 
charges of  assault and mischief  
following the incident on Sunday, 
which took place shortly after the 
noon hour.

The charges have not been proven 
in court.

On October 27, York Regional 
Police responded to the parking lot 
of  a McDonalds in the Yonge Street 
and Dawson Manor Boulevard area 
for a report on an assault. When 
officers arrived, they found the 
victim, a 24-year-old man, who was 
suffering from minor injuries.

“Officers learned that the victim 
had been parked in the lot and 
was sitting in his vehicle that had 
a rainbow logo on it,” says York 
Regional Police Constable Andy 
Pattenden. “A man drove by and 
yelled a homophobic slur. The victim 
confronted the suspect in the drive-
thru and an altercation ensued. The 
suspect hit the victim and during the 
altercation broke the victim’s mobile 
phone. The suspect then left the 
area.”

The victim later identified himself  
as Jacob Gal, an active volunteer 
for the York Pride Festival, whose 
branded vehicle was the car in 
question.

“As I was parked in the parking 
lot, a man pulled up next to my car 
and I rolled my window down,” said 
Gal. “He began shouting derogatory 
words, saying things like ‘faggot boy’ 
and ‘go to hell!’ He pulled into the 
McDonalds drive thru to go about 
his day after just sharing his hatred 

to someone he has never met before, 
based solely on the fact that I was in 
a rainbow decaled pride car for work. 
I parked next to the drive thru, got 
out of  my car, and told him he can’t 
go around being rude and bullying 
others like that. I had my phone 
out as I was recording the situation, 
asking him to say it on camera if  he’s 
okay saying it to me off  camera.

“This, unfortunately, antagonized 
him, which wasn’t my goal, although 
I wouldn’t have felt right had I just 
ignored the situation. I don’t believe 
bullying will ever stop unless we stand 
up for what we believe is right.”

The man in question, said Gal, 
began to climb over and get out 
the passenger door while still in the 
drive-thru, slammed his phone down 
on the ground, breaking the screen, 
before punching him twice in the 
face.

This is the second incident in as 
many months reported by York Pride 
Festival, after York Regional Police 
had to address hatred following a 
threatening voicemail left with the 
organization’s youth line. 

“York Regional Police will always 
respond, and lay charges when 
warranted, for behaviour that 
targets someone solely because of  
their sexual orientation or any other 
reason that is motivated by prejudice 

York Regional Police will always 
respond, and lay charges when 
warranted, for behaviour that 

targets someone solely because  
of their sexual orientation or any 
other reason that is motivated  

by prejudice or hate

or hate," said York Regional Police 
Chief  Eric Jolliffe. “Such incidents 

are unacceptable and have no place 
in our community.”
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Phase 3 Now Open

TRIM THE You can own a home 
for as low as $41/day

AIM FOR

Cut out what you don’t need. Get what you’ve always wanted. 
Urban North allows you to spread your deposit on a new 
townhome over 18 monthly payments of just $1,250. 
This is less than the average cost of renting in the GTA. 

You can hit pause on some things you like such as concert tickets, 
expensive brands, latest gadgets, travel and even your morning 
caffè mocha, and you will find the funds to make your dreams 
come true. Embrace the opportunity. Embrace your goals. 

*$41/day based on 18 monthly payments of $1,250, after deposit of $2,500 on signing - valid on back-to-back towns only. See website for details.
Offer valid until product is sold out. Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist’s concept only E. & O. E.  © 2019 PACE Developments. All rights reserved.

$400s
 from

the lowTOWNS

Register Now

MyUrbanBarrie.ca

$25K DEPOSIT SPREAD OVER 18 MONTHS 
$2,500 ON SIGNING + 18 X $1,250/MONTH

STEPS TO BARRIE SOUTH GO STATION 

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING NATURE HAS TO OFFER

3-4 BEDROOMS  |  UP TO 2,142 SQ FT  |  2 CAR PARKING
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Visit waramps.ca/playsafe for 
the video and safety resources.

The War Amps new
“kids-to-kids” safety video, 

featuring stories from young 
amputees who have lost 

limbs in accidents, delivers 
the hard-hitting but positive 
message: “Spot the danger 

before you play!”

PLAYSAFE:
Don’t Let It 

Happen to You

GranAurora “Rushes into Danger” with historian Ted Barris

GranAurora members Lenore Pressley, Pat Parker, and Sharon Willan are pictured outside the Church Street School last week.

                                                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
chapter looks to expand 

membership, skills
By Brock Weir

Acclaimed historian Ted Barris will 
take the stage at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre next Monday at a special event 
hosted by GranAurora, the local chapter 
of  Stephen Lewis’ Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers Campaign.

GranAurora, which, since its 
inception 13 years ago, has raised more 
than $100,000 for grandmothers living 
in sub-Saharan Africa left to raise their 
grandchildren orphaned by the AIDS 
pandemic, will host Mr. Barris in a 
special talk where he will discuss his 
latest book Rush into Danger: Medics 
in the Line of  Fire.

Rush into Danger: Medics in the 
Line of  Fire sheds new light on the role 
of  medics in the Second World War, 
inspired in part by his own father’s 
experiences on the frontlines. 

“We had him with GranAurora 
two years ago and everyone loved 
him and asked us to bring him back,” 
says GranAurora member Sharon 
Willan. “Since our event is close to 
Remembrance Day, we felt it was fitting 
to have him back with this kind of  talk. 
Although Ted Barris’ father didn’t talk 
a lot about the war, he did get some 
anecdotes about what kinds of  things 
were happening, and he began to meet 
with these people, talk to them, and find 
out what was going on.”

GranAurora’s annual author talk 
is the organization’s biggest annual 
fundraiser, augmenting the proceeds 
they taken in each year through concerts, 
craft sales, and providing refreshments 
at various community events. 

Each dollar they have taken in since 
its inception goes directly back to 
the Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign and, in turn, from our 

local grandmothers here in Aurora to 
those impacted by the AIDS pandemic 
overseas. 

As successful as the local organization 
has been, however, they are looking 
to expand their membership and 
bring in new perspectives. Particularly 
looking for members and volunteers 
savvy with computers, who can bring 
organizational skills to the table, along 
with fresh ideas on new arts and crafts 
projects they can use for fundraising 
initiatives, the organization says they 
sometimes encounter pushback from 
others who say the work they are doing 
doesn’t have a local impact.

Nothing could be further from the 
truth, say members.

“We’re trying to cure that through 
[the informational piece] of  next 
week’s event,” says member Pat Parker. 
“The work they do is so important – 
and it is so important for attendees to 
know.”

Member Lenore Pressley adds one 
doesn’t have to be a grandmother 
to join GranAurora “Part of  the 
challenge [of  getting new members], 
even younger women in their 40s or 
50s to join us is because they work, 
they have their own children, and so 

on, but it is a little more difficult.”
But the work and grassroots 

initiatives are particularly important, 
stresses Ms. Willan.

“The AIDS pandemic is still going 
on,” she says. “6,900 new infections 
amongst young women ages 15 
– 24 every week in sub-Saharan 
Africa and that is because of  forced 
marriages, gender inequality and other 
circumstances they can’t do anything 
about. We have to realise that we live 
in a world where we’re very fortunate 
that we have access to medication. 
Even people who live on the street 
have access to a shelter, to mediation, 
get to the hospital. These people do 
not. If  they want to go to a hospital, 
they have to walk to the hospital with 
their families or friends. Their friend 
or somebody has to stay with them.

“There are all kinds of  reasons for 
looking at their plight and saying, 
‘We have to do something about this.’ 
We have a lot to share. I think that is 
one of  the big things. 47 per cent of  
pregnant women have no access to the 
antiviral medication and services. That 
is another reason if  people are looking 
to join us, this is what we’re fundraising 
for. This is why we’re working.”

For more information on GranAurora, 
including Monday’s book talk with historian 
Ted Barris, visit www.granaurora.ca or email 
granaurora4114@gmail.com. The event will 
take place at the Aurora Cultural Centre from 
7 – 9 p.m. Tickets are $25 and are available 
online or at the door.
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Join us at our OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 18   |   6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

FAMILIES OF STUDENTS IN GRADES 5-7 

Please join us for a special session on our Middle School 
program, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between challenging 

students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied to their 

university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, 

including:

•	 advanced academic ability

•	 time management and self-reliance

•	 strong research and writing

•	 critical thinking abilities

•	 leadership and mentorship

•	 dialogue, communication and presentation

•	 design, invent and problem solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as ethical, 

compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

In today’s increasingly complex world, these values are at the core of our vision to develop 

leaders with the skills and the desire to make their world a better place.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

EMPOWERING 
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Now accepting applications for September 2018Apply now for September 2020

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Wednesday, November 6 
6:30 p.m.

Intro to HIGH SCHOOL
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Sports Camp & Year Round Retreat Facility

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

SATURDAY, 6:30 - 7:50 PM • ALL • OCT 19 - APR 4, 2020

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2019 • 8:30 - 5:00 PM

PUBLIC SKATING    Price: $4 / per or $15 / fam

PA DAY CAMP    Price: $70 / per + HST. Lunch & 2 snacks incl.

Si
nc

e 
19

67

Grab your skates and bring your family and friends for an evening together while keeping fit! 

For school-aged children ages 5 - 12. Treat your kids to an amazing day of adventure, 
developing new interests, creating memories, and fun! With drop-off at 8:30 am and pick-up 
at 5:00 pm, we’ve got you covered! Campers will join us for pony rides, crafts, games, skating, 
story time, and more! (All activities weather permitting)

CONTRACT FALL 

ICE RENTAL 

AVAILABLE

this  yea r ’s  inductees :

BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY
7TH annual induction Celebration

Jim Clark
Contributor/Builder 

Golf
Reg Chappell

Coach, Swimming

Travis Romagnoli
Athlete, Gymnastics

Dave Gardner 
& Ryan Gardner

Father/Son duo: 
Athletes, Hockey

Thursday, November 7, 2019

st. andrew’s College
Cocktails: 5pm

Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: 

rod black
Live Fantasy auction

GeT your TiCkeTs Today!

BUY YOUR TICKETS AT:
aurorashof.ca

FOR MORE INFO:
ashoftkt@gmail.com

65%
soLd ouT

SOLD O
UT

Aurora’s Champions lauded at annual Sport Aurora Breakfast

Aurora Sport Hall of Fame member Alan Dean (left) presents Jill and Bob Maar with the Sport 
Aurora Athlete of the Year, on behalf of their son Stephen. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

Although he may have been halfway 
across the world in Moscow, Stephen Maar 
was certainly at Saturday’s Breakfast of  
Champions in spirit when he was named 
the Sport Aurora Athlete of  the Year.

“I am very humbled and grateful to 
be accepting this award,” Maar said in 
an email exchange. “Not only as the 
individual accolade it is, but it represents 
the recognition of  the community of  
Aurora in high performance sport.”

Now in its seventh year, the Sport 
Aurora’s Mayor’s Breakfast of  Champions 
annually brings together Aurora’s winning 
teams, individuals, coaches, and managers 
under one roof  to celebrate Provincial 
championships or better within their 
respective sports.

This year’s crop of  champions included 
eight teams and more than 100 athletes and 
coaches. Ex-NHLer and Junior A Aurora 
Tigers owner Jim Thomson once again 
played emcee, while Paul Rosen, a former 
sledge hockey goalie turned motivational 
speaker, provided the keynote address.

Marr is the fourth athlete to receive the 
Athlete of  the Year honour, first handed 
out in 2016 to hockey player Cameron 
Morrison, an ex-Aurora Tiger and current 
Colorado Avalanche prospect.

The honour went to Carmen Whelan 
in the event’s second year, a celebrated 
Canadian gymnast and graduate of  
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School in 
Aurora.

Robert Thomas, winner of  the Stanley 
Cup with the St. Louis Blues last season, 

earned the 2018 title.
For Maar, being the first in his sport to 

receive the honour, he said it means “all 
the more.”

“I want to extend a huge thank you first 
and foremost for my parents who afforded 
me every opportunity to cross train and 
play a variety of  sports to settle into my 
niche,” said Maar. “Thank you to the 
Aurora Storm volleyball club, who gave 
me great coaching, facilities, teammates, 
and was the beginning of  my career. 

“Lastly, I wanted to give a personal shout 
out to Jeff  Salhani, my elementary gym 
teacher, someone who instills hard work 
ethic and great charisma for winning with 
all of  his athletes across all sports. Sorry I 
couldn’t be there to accept in person!”

Accepting the award on Maar’s behalf  
were his parents, Bob and Jill, who received 
the honour from Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame member Alan Dean.

“From young ages, both of  our sons 
Ryan and Stephen have benefited from 
the high-quality sports programs offered 
here in Aurora,” said his mother. “The 
community support of  athletics in Aurora 
is a very important cornerstone for the 
development of  the athletes that call 
Aurora home.”

A graduate of  Bill Crothers Secondary 
School, the 24-year old Maar is preparing 
for his first season playing for Dinamo 
Moscow in the Russian Super League, 
his fourth season of  professional volleyball 
after his time at McMaster University.

Cheryl Duckworth, a longtime volunteer 
with the Aurora Special Olympics in 
sports ranging from swimming, to golf, 
to gymnastics, was lauded as the Sport 

Aurora Coach of  the Year, the first time 
the award has been handed out.

Local piper Yunus Galgar brought his 
musical skills to the event for the fourth 
year in a row.

“I’m so absolutely proud of  every 
single person in this room for what they 
achieved and accomplished,” said Aurora 
Mayor Tom Mrakas in closing remarks. 
“Character and work ethic are what 

will allow you to succeed, regardless of  
whether it’s sports, business, your career, 
or life in general. Just remember that…I 
wouldn’t be standing here if  I didn’t work 
to get where I was.

“I’m honoured to have the privilege to 
be among this crowd. Your strong focus 
and perseverance to your sports motivates 
others to get active, and become a part of  
Aurora’s sporting community.”
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YES
NO

RAISINS?
YES
NO

Take            or                directly to the fair. Children 12 years old and under ride free.

E X H I B I T I O N  P L A C E ,  T O R O N T O     T I C K E T S  A T  R O Y A L F A I R . O R G

The great Canadian debate continues. Check out the 
Champions Showcase inside Spotlight on Local presented 
by Metro where you can sample some of our winners in 
cheese, butter, jams, jellies, preserves, maple products, 
honey and of course, butter tarts. And new for this year, 
we’ve added competitions for hot sauces, ice cream and 
ready-to-eat meat snacks. ROYALFAIR.ORG

GET AGRICULTURED

LOCAL FOOD • HORSE SHOW • LIVESTOCK SHOW
FAMILY FUN • SHOPPING • CRAFT BEER & CIDER

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • HORTICULTURE • EDUCATION

Sample food at

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

GRAND OPENING – 3000 Miles Korean BBQ Restaurant is now open 
for business in Aurora at UNIT D1, 16035 BAYVIEW AVE. Photo Left to Right: Siwen 
Wang, Ervin Xi, Sandra Ferri, Owner Sissi Lee, Mayor Tom Mrakas, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, CCCM & FCCM Chairman Jian Zhong Wang, Deb Wilson. Owner Sissi Lee is 
excited to open her business in Aurora and says, "Please come in and enjoy the only 
authentic and traditional Korean cuisine north of the city! We offer a warm and truly 
unique culinary experience in a friendly ambience accompanied by humble service, 
using only AAA+ grade meat with no added hormones." Every one had a great time 
and great food.

GRAND OPENING

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

Junior A Tigers plagued by losses once again
By Jake Courtepatte

It’s back to the drawing board for the 
Tigers.

Just days after stringing together their 
first back-to-back wins of  the Ontario 
Junior Hockey League season, the 
Aurora club returned to the loss column 
for three straight losses last week, once 
again cementing their position in the 
division’s basement.

Hosting the Pickering Panthers for 
a day game on October 23, it was a 
battle of  two clubs trending in the right 
direction after a slow start to the season. 
Aurora came out the gate with a pair 
of  late first period goals from Jackson 
Clark and Eric Conley, though a pair 
of  Pickering tallies with the extra man 
advantage in the second squared it up.

Cael Cavallin had the Tigers back on 
top 3 – 2 with his first goal of  the year 

in the second period, though Pickering 
picked up four goals in the final frame, 
eventually taking a 6 – 4 win in front of  
the school-day crowd.

Bryce Young notched the Tigers’ 
final goal.

Christian Filippetti was tagged 
with the loss, only to return to the net 
two days later to do battle with the 
Collingwood Colts, coming out on the 
wrong end again in what was otherwise 
a valiant effort.

Aurora’s starting tender managed 
a whopping 42 saves at Eddie Bush 
Arena, falling 3 – 2 in an overtime game 
that saw the Tigers’ leading with under 
five minutes left to play in regulation.

Filippetti was fooled by the Colts’ 
Jacob Campbell at the 15:29 mark, 
before Patrick Brown gave the home 
side the extra point just over a minute 
into the overtime period.

No points would come the Tigers’ 

way in Saturday’s home hosting of  
the Burlington Cougars at the Aurora 
Community Centre, a 7 – 3 loss that 
saw Burlington explode in offense in the 
latter half  of  the game.

Tied at twos late in the second period, 
Burlington managed three straight 
goals to take a commanding lead they 
would never give up, snapping a losing 
streak of  their own while stretching the 
Tigers’ to three games.

Despite the losses, Tigers head coach 
Rob De Fulviis remains optimistic that 
his club can turn it around.

“We’re trending in the right 
direction,” said De Fulviis. “We 
certainly have a lot to clean up in our 
game but we’re taking it day by day.”

The optimism does little to change the 

fact, however, that the Tigers are now 
one-third of  the way through the OJHL 
season and well out of  contention: a 
record of  3-12-0-3 has Aurora sitting 
last in the North division, eleven points 
back of  the division-leading Colts.

Aurora holds a one-point advantage 
on the Lindsay Muskies, who find 
themselves 22nd out of  22nd among 
league standings.

A chance to extend that lead and 
break the losing streak comes this Friday 
when the Tigers visit the Muskies for the 
first meeting of  the year between the 
two clubs, before heading to Brantford 
on Sunday to do battle with the 99ers.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Aurora’s Sebastian Tamburro covers the Pickering net in front of goalie Tanner Shepard in the 
Tigers’ 6 - 4 loss to the Panthers last Wednesday.                       Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

Newmarket Redmen 
down Tigers in Battle of 
Yonge Street 

By Jake Courtepatte

Once again, it’s all squared up.
One year to the day since the Aurora 

Tigers’ black, white, and gold was hung 
in the Newmarket town offices, the 
Aurora Community Centre will receive 
a hint of  red after the Redmen won this 
year’s Battle of  Yonge Street on Sunday.

A tradition dating back to 2006, 
rep level teams from across both the 
Aurora and Newmarket Minor Hockey 
organizations met at centre ice in a 
weekend featuring dozens of  games 
between the rivals. 

Bragging rights went to the Redmen, 
who nudged out the Tigers by a final 
score of  59 points to 49, with a record 
of  24-19-11.

Spread out between the Magna 
Centre, Ray Twinney, Aurora 
Community Centre, and the Stronach 

Rec Complex, the event’s trophy was 
returned to the Magna Centre following 
the festivities on Sunday evening.

Aurora Minor Hockey held a slight 
advantage in the overall score heading 
into this season’s rendition, winning in 
2018 to go up by a score of  seven to six.

As is yearly tradition in a friendly 
wager between the two towns, the 
Redmen jersey will hang in Aurora until 
the organizations wage battle next year.

Not lost among the celebration is the 
fundraising efforts made by both sides, 
including over 1,000 pounds worth 
of  donations to the Newmarket Food 
Pantry facilitated by Dickie’s No Frills, 
while Kelsey’s Original Roadhouse 
Aurora shared in donating gift bags for 
the Player of  the Game awards.

The weekend also featured 
barbecues at locations in both Aurora 
and Newmarket, as well as a variety of  
local vendors.

The Midget AA Aurora Tigers shake hands with the Newmarket Redmen after their 2 - 2 tie 
at the SARC on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 30

The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 
continues this evening with Barbara Dickson – Bomb 
Girls: Trading Aprons for Ammo from 7 – 9 p.m. Bomb 
Girls: Trading Aprons for Ammo is a comprehensive, 
historical record of Canada’s biggest WWII munitions 
plant (“GECO”) employing over 21,000 citizens, 
predominantly women, who courageously worked 
with high explosives around the clock over its four 
year history. Their stories reveal tenacity, dedication, 
patriotism and resolve in a time when the concept 
of women working outside the home was a cultural 
anomaly. Join us to find out more! 15372 Yonge 
Street, Aurora Ontario. $5/Member, $7/Non-
Member. For more information call 905-727-8991 or 
community@aurorahs.com.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4
GranAurora, the local branch of the Grandmothers 

to Grandmothers campaign of the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation, will host historian Ted Barris this evening 
for a talk on his latest book Rush into Danger: Medics 
in the Line of Fire. Tickets are $25 and the event will 
take place at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9
The York Regional Police Community Chorus 

(formerly Male Chorus) hosts their 27th Annual 
Fundraising Concert at the Richmond Hill Centre for 
the Performing Arts, 10268 Yonge Street, Richmond 
Hill. Concert begins at 7.30 p.m. Funds are directed 
back into the community with a portion going towards 
the operation of the police chorus.  Performing will 
be the Ottawa Police Chorus, the Aurora Seniors 
Evergreen Choir, the Salvation Army School of 
Music Children’s Choir and the York Regional Police 
Community Chorus.  Tickets are $20.00 and are 
available at the door on the evening of the concert or 
in advance by calling 905-727-9676. Tickets are not 
available through the theatre box office.

* * * * 
A candlelight vigil will be held at the Aurora 

Cenotaph this evening from 7 – 11 p.m. this evening 
to pay tribute to the fallen – and those who continue to 
serve. Honour the brave men and women who serve 
in our armed forces by standing with the Queen’s 
York Rangers 2799 Army Cadet Corps at the Aurora 
War Memorial. Attendees will receive a lit candle 
and will be invited to add a ribbon to our community 
Remembrance wreath. Come as you are, stay as long 
as you wish.

* * * *
 The Royal Canadian Legion will host its annual 
Remembrance Dinner tonight at the Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) from 5.30 p.m. to 11.30 
p.m. Cocktails at 5.40 p.m., Dinner at 6 p.m., 
entertainment begins at 8 p.m. with Soul Benefit. 
Tickets are $35 and available at the Legion Bar.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
Aurora’s Remembrance Day Parade and Service 

will take place today at the Aurora Cenotaph from 
10.15 – 11.15 a.m. Following the service and 
parade, the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) will host a reception.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
The Pine Tree Potters’ Guild is proud to be hosting 

the 10th annual Empty Bowls event today. Chefs 
from across the Region will participate in the 10th 
annual “Empty Bowls” fundraiser in the Aurora Cultural 
Centre.  Proceeds from the day will be donated to 
Welcoming Arms, Aurora, and Inn From The Cold, 
Newmarket.  Patrons can enjoy gourmet soups and 
breads prepared by local chefs, served in some of 
the 500 handmade soup bowls created by members 
of Pine Tree Potters’ Guild.   After the meal, patrons 
will take home their chosen bowl. Tickets for the 
1.30 p.m. lunch are available (still at $50 each) for 
purchase at Meridian Credit Union, 297 Wellington 
St. East, in Aurora. Once again, we expect this will 
be a “sold out” event.

* * * * 
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network – 

Newmarket will host their monthly support group 
meeting tonight at the Newmarket Seniors Meeting 
Place (474 Davis Drive, Halls 4&5). A meet and 
greet will take place starting at 6.30 p.m. with the 
session running from 7 – 9 p.m. Tonight’s presenter, 
Dr. Alejandro Berlin of Princess Margaret Hospital, 
will speak on radiation. For more information, visit 
newmarketprostatecancer.com or call 905-235-
7021.

NOVEMBER 21 – 24
The Pine Tree Potters’ Guild Fall pottery sale will be 

held Thursday, November 21 to Sunday, November 
24, 2019 at the beautiful Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 
Church Street, Aurora. The hours are Thursday 10 am 
to 9 pm, Friday and Saturday 10 am to 6 pm and 
Sunday 11 am to 4 pm. There is free parking, free 
admission and a unique door prize!  A great selection 
of holiday gift ideas. Visa, MasterCard and Interac 
are accepted.  Visit www.pinetreepotters.ca for more 
information.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 
continues this evening with Peter Jennings: Shark 
Assault: An Amazing Story of Survival. Shark Assault: 
An Amazing Story of Survival is a non-fiction narrative 
about Nicole Moore, a nurse from Orangeville, 
who was standing waist deep in the ocean while 
vacationing at a resort in Cancun, Mexico. Suddenly, 
she was brutally and savagely attacked twice by 
a bull shark, the most vicious shark in the sea. She 
came very close to death, losing more than 60% 
of her blood (a condition humans are not meant to 
survive). As a result of the shark bites, her left arm was 
amputated and she very nearly lost her leg, enduring 
numerous invasive surgeries in the process.  15372 
Yonge Street, Aurora Ontario. $5/Member, $7/Non-
Member. For more information call 905-727-8991 or 
community@aurorahs.com.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THAT’S A WRAP – Volunteers had some Hallowe’en treats for shoppers on Saturday as 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market wrapped its outdoor season. For more information on one more 
Special Event market this year, see Page 21. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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 Spooky Spectacular in Sheppard’s Bush

Hundreds descended on Sheppard’s Bush on Saturday night for Aurora’s annual 
Haunted Forest. (Top Row) Shea and Cadhla hit the trail. Costumed performers 
dotted the route, imparting spooky surprises. Ryan was seeing red. (Second Row) 
Performers greeted kids on the youngsters’ trail with their favourite characters 
from Aladdin. Daniel, Daraan, Noyaan, and Ariana (Third Row) Fortune tellers kept 
the kids enthralled – as did spooky clowns and a bloody house of horrors. (Fourth 
Row) Sira and Sydney perfected some witchcraft. Michaela and Paulette. Catching 
up with Pennywise. (Fifth Row) Kenneth, Kaysen, Viette and Joanna step into a 
house of Disney Princesses. This patient has seen better days. Jonathan, donning his 
Lego Movie mask, greets his favourite Star Wars characters – courtesy of Marquee 
Theatrical Productions. (Sixth Row) Young performers from Marquee shared song 
selections from the musical Matilda. Mirror, mirror, on the wall…

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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CROSSWORD

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,   

Ontario  L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly 
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a  

80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge 
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and 
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our 

horses to enjoy some grass and relax.  

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

The time has come 
for the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan Fair 
to pack up our tables 
and tents for another 
outdoor season. We 
were really fortunate 
this October to have 
moderate temperatures 
throughout the month, 
although it could be 
darn frosty in the mornings.

We are now finished for the season 
outdoors, but will have one indoor Market at 
the Town Hall on Saturday, November 30, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

This is my last opportunity this season 
to tell you about another new vendor. The 
business is called “Calm Under Pressure” 
and they sell weighted blankets, lap pads, 
neck wraps and eye pillows. Although they 
were at the Market just a few times this year, 
they are interested in coming more often 
next year.

The family moved to Aurora in 1999 
while looking for a great community in 
which to raise their family of  five which 
includes a set of  twins. The three children all 
attended Highview Public School followed 
by Dr. G. W. Williams Secondary School. 
They all loved growing up in Aurora and 
enjoyed participating in activities and sports.

Currently they are all completing their 
post-secondary education while, at the 
same time, developing their business. 
Graham’s girlfriend, Rebecca, is also very 
involved in the business with her expertise 
in photography and web design. She has a 
degree in Photography from Ryerson.

They began sewing weighted blankets 
in November of  2016 and there have been 
many changes and developments in the 
product since then. They have made over 
200 products and have given most to friends 
and family who say they have benefited 
greatly from them.

People report that the blankets help with 
anxiety, promoting sleep, and for some, they 
produce an immediate calming effect. Also, 
they help many people to focus, concentrate 
and have given comfort to some who have 
experienced loss. They provide a sense of  
security for many seniors.

More recently they have begun selling the 
products since there is demand for weighted 
blankets which are affordable, made in 

Canada and contain 
only natural elements 
such as cotton, flaxseed 
or feldspar stone. No 
plastic is ever used. 
The products have 
washable covers and, 
if  someone requires 
that the inside of  the 
blanket be washable 
too, then the ones 

made with the stone are washable. Look for 
these delightful young people next season.

There are many people to thank for the 
wonderful season we experienced this year. 
Let me begin by thanking our wonderful 
sponsors whose sponsorship enabled us 
to hire entertainment and advertise our 
Special Events. These sponsors included 
Catharina’s Kitchen, Gelmania Candles, 
H.U.H. Imports. Linda Stephens of  Keller 
Williams Realty, Kitchen Living by Duenas, 
the Rotary Club of  Aurora, Simpson Family 
Farm, Sport Clips Aurora, Willowtree Farm, 
Home Hardware and the Sandra Humfryes 
Family. We are extremely grateful to all of  
you!

We must also thank both the Town of  
Aurora and The Auroran for their generous 
sponsorship in kind. While thanking the 
Town we should make special mention of  the 
wonderful help provided to us by Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, our Town Liaison, who 
is always ready to help us navigate any red 
tape. Thanks also to Shelley Ware for inviting 
us at the summer concerts in the park. Very 
special thanks to Brock Weir, Editor of  the 
Auroran for giving us this column and to 
Diane Buchanan for her creative help with 
our advertising.

Thanks also to the team behind our very 
successful “Stuff  the Truck” Campaign 
- the NewRoads family, Kelly Broome, 
Curtis Biggs and his team at NewRoads 
Mazda and Chris Elwood and his team at 
NewRoads Toyota. Our team was led by 
Cathy Williams and Kris Misiuda and we 
raised over 1,000 pounds of  food and $600 
for the Aurora Food Pantry.

Thank you to all our vendors, to our 
Chair, Cathy Williams and to the Board of  
Directors for their guidance throughout the 
season, with special thanks to our Market 
Manager, Anna Kroeplin and to our Setup 
Man, Aaron Morris.

See you at the Indoor Market!

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman
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Continued on page 23

From page 1

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

LANDSCAPE /GARDENING

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

Interior & Exterior
PAINTING

Trim
Carpentry

905-841-3424
www.stevecale.com

Proudly serving 
Aurora for 16 years

 York Region

Hire a local private car for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $85.00 

Call Peter 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600

Private Car 
Service

ECOLIMOECOLIMO

email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com • ecolimoyorkregion.com

	

SPAR-CLEAN	INC.		
Residential	&	Commercial	Cleaning	
Service	

15	%	Off	for	the	first	5	New	Customers	15	%	OFF	
First	5	New	Clients	to	Respond	to	this	Ad	

Servicing	York	Region	Since	1996	
Phone:	905-967-0445			Website:	www.spar-clean.ca	

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

purpose of  this declaration is to allow 
informed decision-making at the 
Council table that includes weighing 
in the carbon impact, among other 

considerations, in its decisions.”
Such possible initiatives, she added, 

could include requiring more trees to 
be planted, the automatic inclusion 
of  bike lanes in new projects, a 

strengthened tree replacement policy 
for all of  Aurora, and additional 
sections in Council reports dedicated 
to environmental considerations.”

“Flooding, extreme heat, high 
winds, ice storms and protecting our 
clean drinking water are all risks the 
residents of  the Town, the Region, 
the Province and globally abroad are 
all concerned about,” she concluded. 
“What kind of  world are we leaving 
our children, our grandchildren, if  
we choose not to stand up, to declare 
and take action, to do something 
now and heighten our awareness 
by keeping climate abatement and 
mitigation top of  mind. We all need 
to do our part to remedy this crisis we 
face and I truly hope Aurora Council 
will join me along with the other 462 
municipalities in this declaration and 
choose to deepen our commitment 
to protecting our ecosystems and 
protecting our community from the 
impacts of  climate change we face 
now and for the future.”

First out of  the gate to support 
the motion was Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, who said the actions 
outlined in the motion were 
“absolutely important” to the future. 

“Staff  has done a lot of  great 
things moving forward and this is 

just a matter of  taking a look at every 
initiative and making sure we’re doing 
the right things,” she said.

Added Councillor Harold Kim: 
“Anything that is about carbon-
neutral strategies and saving our 
planet is well worthwhile. I don’t want 
[this motion] to be a merely symbolic 
gesture. This is about naming, framing 
and deepening our commitment to 
reducing our environmental impact 
and [hopefully this] will lead to an 
Action Plan. When staff  comes back 
with some kind of  report, it needs to 
be a Call to Action.”

Mayor Tom Mrakas agreed, stating 
that while this could be “construed 
largely as a symbolic motion”, 
Aurora’s commitment is clear. In 
addressing the motion, the Mayor 
outlined a number of  initiatives that 
have been going on in the background 
at Town Hall including the Town’s 
Corporate Environmental Action 
Plan (CEAP) and its support of  the 
David Suzuki Foundation’s Blue Dot 
Movement, a national campaign 
to advance the legal recognition of  
every Canadian’s right to a healthy 
environment. 

“What Aurora needs is a plan to 

Climate Emergency message will look at municipal issues 
through the lens of climate change
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HELP WANTEDSERVICES NOTICE

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

PRIMERICA Think you cannot afford 
Quality Income Protection? Think Again. 
Primerica  Life Insurance you need at 
the price you can afford. Primerica 
Representative Wayne Kennedy 905-364-
0303,  416-707-6165.

CDS is looking to hire an 

Accounts Payable
Administrator

Full time, commencing in November
Posting closes November 6

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

 Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

E U R O P E A N 
C L E A N I N G 
LADY available 
to clean homes, 
apartments and 
offices. Excellent 
experience and 
good references. 
Please call 647-290-
6328

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
AND OTHERS 

All claims against the estate of  Robert 
Simpson, late of  the Town of  Aurora in the 
Regional Municipality of  York, who died 
on or about the 12th day of  June, 2019, 
must be filed with the undersigned Estate 
Trustee on or before the 30th of  November 
2019; thereafter, the undersigned will 
distribute the assets of  the said estate 
having regard only to the claims then filed. 
DATED at Aurora this 25th day of  October 
2019. Jill Dorothy Tate, Estate Trustee, by 
her Solicitor, MCPHERSON & LEWIS, 
15220 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 
1L9. 905-727-3151Fax: 905 841 2164

JOB FAIR Full Time, Part Time, Casual

Wed, November 6 @ 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
    •  Dishwashers     
    •  Servers   
     •  RPN casual
    •  Resident Care Providers (PSW)  

Preregistration Required!

    905-727-3777                         222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.ca  l

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service 
Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

REGISTER 905-727-3777

DEATH NOTICE

CHARLES WILIAM  
STUART TOOLE 

transitioned at Southlake Hospital 
on Sunday, October 27th, 2019.  
Stuart was father to Jordan and 
Mark (pre-deceased), partner to 
Dorothy and grandfather to Carlie 
and Katie (Denise – pre-deceased), 
Mitchell and Sydney and “Papa Stu” 
to William Peirce.  He will be dearly 
missed by his big sister Erla.  Over 
his 84 years, Stu enriched the lives 
of  the Toole, Hancock, and Peirce 
families.  Stuart will be honoured in 
the fullness of  time. 

include a climate lens in our decision-
making,” said Mayor Mrakas. 
“When it comes to addressing the 
impacts of  climate change, we need 
workable solutions now, but we need 
an integrated approach and we 
need collaborative solutions for an 
effective outcome. Climate change 
doesn’t end at Aurora’s borders. In 
fact, it knows no borders. A Regional 
Climate Change Action Plan will 
identify overarching principles, 
objectives and information to guide 
the work York Region and others 
undertake to address climate change, 
to address mitigation and adaptation 
from a corporate and community 
perspective. Adopting a region-wide 
approach to mitigating the impacts of  
climate change on our communities 
is how we can work together to get 
things done. I will be supporting this 

motion on the floor as it affords this 
Council the opportunity to reaffirm 
its commitment to protecting the 
environment.”

Also supporting the motion was 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, but 
her support came with conditions. 
Following on the comments made by 
Councillor Harold Kim, Councillor 
Gaertner was also keen to stress that 
the motion’s approval be much more 
than a symbolic gesture. Rather, she 
saw the actions outlined in the motion 
and wanted to make sure enough 
resources were in place to bring them 
to fruition.

“If  we are really going to take 
this seriously and declare a climate 
emergency, we need to have the 
funding for it. We just can’t say, okay, 
we’re going to be a municipality 
that declares a climate emergency 
without identifying funding sources 

and mechanisms so that we can act 
upon the results. Council is going 
to approve many studies for the 
2020 budget year that will have 
environmental focus or implications. 
The studies are good, but we need to 
have the money to enforce those.”

Doug Nadorozny, CAO for the 
Town of  Aurora, said staff  will 

reflect on the motion now that it 
has passed and provide a series of  
recommendations in future reports. 
Such reports, he said, would remind 
Council of  previous actions they have 
supported, offering alternatives – and 
some of  these alternatives might come 
with increased costs and Council will 
have to budget accordingly.

of  so large and rowdy a Hallowe’en 
crowd. Nearly a century of  developing 
the Hallowe’en tradition had done 
nothing to quell the destructive and 
rebellious nature of  youth.   

But now, as I sit in Aurora 42 
years later, I see once again the 
decorations and costumes, the spirit 

and tradition of  Hallowe’en strong 
and vital for the young and young at 
heart, and there is little indication 
of  any forthcoming vandalism. I 
wonder if  today’s youngsters at that 
destructive age, when left to their 
own devices, turn instead to their 
hand-held devices!

TIME TRAVELLER’S DIARY
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered


