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Swift & Bold: 
Aurora’s continuing 

relationship with Queen’s 
York Rangers subject of  

film, exhibition
By Brock Weir

They picked up their pens in a form 
of  protest, scrawling their names on 
their rations rather than eating them 
on the journey home, a jab at the bland 
and unvaried diet they had to choke 
down while in a conflict zone.

Trudeau photos spark candidate 
dialogue on race issues

By Brock Weir

Aurora’s Liberal candidates are 
standing behind leader Justin Trudeau 
following the release of  three images 
last week showing him in blackface and 
brownface, the earliest being when he 
was a high school student to the latest 
while teaching at a school more than a 
decade ago.

The images, which emerged last 

Wednesday night, forced the Federal 
campaign to shift gears, while Trudeau 
apologised for donning the makeup, 
stating the images do not reflect who he 
now.

While the images shifted the 
nationwide conversation, Aurora’s 
Liberal candidates remained focused 
on the local issues.

“I was very disappointed to see [the 
images, but] he acknowledges it was 
wrong then and it is wrong now,” said 

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
Liberal candidate Leah Taylor Roy. “I 
think we need to look at what his record 
has been over the last four years to see 
who he really is now, and I think that 
record speaks very clearly to the fact 
he is a Prime Minister who is inclusive, 
who has done things to help many 
marginalized groups, and that is just 
very positive in terms of  race relations. 

“It is about looking at who the 
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SAFETY FIRST – Jane and Gloria got a lesson in fire safety from Lance on Saturday as the Central York Fire Services hosted their annual 
family-friendly open house at Station 4-4 on Wellington Street East near Leslie Street. Featuring demonstrations and other fun activities, the 
event was, once again, a huge hit with people of all ages. For more, see Page 25. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

ON WITH THE SHOW – Jeremy Hood of the Aurora Museum & Archives showcases a 
rarely-displayed historic bugle, awarded in Aurora to the Queen’s York Rangers in the 1870s 
following the Fenian Raids. This artefact is just one of the many pieces telling the Regiment’s 
story as part of a new exhibition and film, both of which will premiere Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION

The Town of Aurora has received the following Application under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The applicant has submitted an application for a Plan of Condominium.  Ten commercial  
  units are proposed in one building, with the following common elements: indoor    
  electrical and mechanical facilities, exterior walls, roof, parking lot and landscaping.

PROPERTY:    95 Eric T Smith Way 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 3, Plan 65M4324 

APPLICANT:   Gottardo  

FILE NUMBER:   CDM-2019-03

RELATED APPLICATIONS:  SP-2018-06, MV-2019-08, and C-2019-02

SUBJECT LANDS:  

 

 

CONTACT:

Additional information and material regarding the proposed Plan of Condominium is available for inspection at the Town’s 
Planning and Development Services Department, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Any inquiries should 
be directed to Katherine Bibby at 905-727-3123, extension 4347.  Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and 
Development Services department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca. If you wish to be notified of the decision relating to the proposed Plan of Condominium, you must make 
a written request to the Town at the mailing or email address above. Please quote the File Name and Number.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, if one is held, or make written submissions to 
the Town of Aurora in respect of the proposed Plan of Condominium before the approval authority gives or refuses to give 
approval to the draft plan of condominium, the person or public body: 

 i.  is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Town of Aurora to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal;

 ii. may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Local Planning Tribunal   
  unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

PERSONAL INFORMATION COLLECTION NOTICE:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or its 
Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant to Section 27 
of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public 
feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in 
accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you 
should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record 
and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. 
Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora 
ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123. 

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 26th day of September, 2019.

Light Grows the Tree showcases emerging Black creators

By Brock Weir
  

Systemic racism can be found in 
many places and forms, including 
violence and exclusion – all to the 
detriment of  everyone in society, but 
Black creators – artists, sculptors, 
photographers, and more – see 
the opportunity to make sense of  
their history and begin a renewed 
conversation.

This is the vision of  Liz Ikiriko, 
whose curated exhibition Light Grows 
the Tree, showcasing Black artists, 
writers, curators and collectors in 
the Greater Toronto Area, is on now 
through November 23 at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

Shining a light on more than 40 
artists, Light Grows the Tree made 
its debut in 2017 in The Ethnic 
Aisle, an online space dedicated to 
providing a forum for marginalized 
Canadian makers. This early showcase 
soon morphed into Light Grows the 
Tree, a travelling exhibition aimed 
at “providing more opportunities to 
create relationships between disparate 
communities.”

“Making visible the very real, 
talented, emerging to well-established 
Black artists working today functions 
as a point of  recognition for an eager 
viewer who may not have had this 
beacon of  hope presented to them 
previously,” says Ms. Ikiriko in her 
curator’s statement. “Planting the 
seeds and providing the light is a way 
of  supporting generations of  creators 
to guide us forward. In an age such as 
the one we are living in, our acts of  
care are not simply enjoyable, they are 
crucial.”

The portraits that form Light 
Grows the Tree were taken by four 
photographers – Ikiriko, Yannick 
Anton, Ebti Nabag, and Dainesha 
Nugent-Palache -- over two months, 
and “these portraits do the work of  
making the Black arts community 
visible,” says Yaniya Lee in an 
introduction to the show. “The Black 
diaspora has always struggled with 
the problem of  history and archive. 
It’s the reason Black arts in Canada 
continue to exist as a rumour. Parallel 
to the ways in which our histories in 

the nation have been rewritten and 
erased, Black arts in Canada have 
become an absented presence. This 
is the first chapter in a project that 
seeks to recognize a community 
whose endeavours have been rendered 
palimpsestic by consistent disregard 
from historicized Canadian art history.

“The stakes of  Black culture in 
Canada are high. Systemic racism in 
the form of  violence and exclusion 
tears at the fabric of  our many 
communities. Through visual arts, we 
create new worlds and make sense 
of  our histories, we are emboldened 
to confront the prerogatives of  a 
multiculturalism that eclipses our 
integral place in the nation. There is 
such rich nuance to blackness here: 
it is no single thing. Our endeavours 
are held in the memories of  several 
generations of  folks who have shaped 
the Black arts scene through their 
various contributions. Going into 
the future, we need to know of  each 
other’s existence. Just as a tree needs 
light to grow, this community requires 
attention to focus and develop. In this 
first chapter, Light Grows the Tree 
begins the process of  acknowledging 
those who have been the life force of  
Black arts in Toronto.”

The Aurora Cultural Centre 
began looking at this first chapter 
after learning more at the Old Town 
Hall gallery in Newmarket. Aurora 
Cultural Centre curator Clare Bolton 
then made it her mission to bring the 
works here to Aurora. 

“It was important for me to bring 
this exhibition to the Aurora Cultural 
Centre for several reasons,” said Ms. 
Bolton at this month’s gallery opening. 
“We are showcasing to the community 
of  Aurora the works of  four exceptional 
photographers. Therefore, in addition 
to the subject matter highlighting 
emerging to well-established Black 
artists is the actual quality of  the 
photography in this exhibition.

“It is my hope this exhibition will 
continue to travel and initiate new 
relationships with artists and different 
communities. At the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, we intend to invite artists 
back and have already spoken with 
Liz Ikiriko about creating a future 
exhibition at the Centre.”

At the opening Ms. Ikiriko stated 
that in her experience curating this 
exhibition she uncovered many “gaps 
and separations between so many 
people, including between artists who 
have decades of  work under their belts 
and younger generations who are just 
coming up, and the collection is intended 
to foster these lasting connections.

“It has been great coming back 
to this work after two years because I 
think because of  the pace of  our lives 
these days [where I feel like I] can’t 
keep up with news media, with what is 
happening everywhere else in the world, 
it is usually terrifying and devastating, 
and I think it is really important to 
actually reflect on what’s happening, 
what’s happened and pay attention to 
the people we are and how we’re always 
becoming more and more and more,” 
she said. 

“Hanging this show was a really 

phenomenal thing because I hadn’t 
looked at the work in two years and 
there have been so many incredible 
achievements with this group of  
people who are in this exhibition. also 
is important for me to acknowledge 
that our achievements as Black folk 
especially in Canada and Ontario, those 
achievements are not solely felt, they are 
felt by the greater community and that is 
why this is such a wonderful thing to see 
here. [It is also great] to connect Aurora 
because I grew up in Saskatchewan and 
I didn’t see references to Black artists 
in my community. I don’t know if  it is 
a cliché, but the idea of  ‘if  you can’t 
see it you can’t be it’ is so true. To be 
able to have young folk come in and see 
all these different artists, whether they 
are sculptors, photographers, painters, 
all these paths that are now opening 
up, I think it is just wonderful to see it 
happening here in Aurora.” 

Creators Yannick Anton, Ebti Nabag, Dainesha Nugent-Palache and Liz Ikiriko are pictured at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre for the opening of Light Grows the Tree, a photographic exhibition 
celebrating Black creators. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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LETTERS TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

It started with a thud, and perhaps 
it was a sign of  things to come. 

Shortly after the Governor General 
dissolved Parliament to call the 
October 21 Federal Election earlier 
this month, there was a bump in the 
road: a press vehicle bumped into the 
Liberal Leader’s official campaign 
aircraft as it prepared to begin the 
charge into the cross-country hustle 
for support and, more importantly, 
votes.

It was, of  course, a relatively minor 
incident, but for those following 
politics closely, it was, on the one side, 
a blip on the radar while, on the other 
side, others gleefully rubbed their 
hands, planted their tongues firmly in 
their cheeks, and took a moment to 
relish what they insisted was an omen 
of  the Liberals’ bumpy road ahead. 

The latter’s camp prognostication, 
if  last week was any indication, is 
winning the day. At least for now.

By now, most everyone across the 
country has the old images of  Liberal 
leader Justin Trudeau in blackface 
and brownface seared into their 
minds. They dropped unexpectedly, 
despite the most recent image being 
taken more than a decade-and-a-
half  ago, and dominated several days 
of  discussion since Time Magazine’s 
publication on Wednesday evening.

As luck (?) would have it, at the start 
of  the week, I just happened to have 
scheduled our sit-down interviews 
with Aurora’s two Federal Liberal 
candidates for Thursday morning, 
so I had no idea what to expect, 
especially whether I would be greeted 
in the morning and afternoon by two 
individuals who had very little sleep 
over the previous 12 hours.

I have no idea how much rest they 
had had since the images made multiple 
laps around the world, but they had 
offered well-thought-out, measured 
answers as to how they would respond 
to questions they might receive at the 
door later that day and on weekend 
door-knocking, voicing their support 
of  the leader, and highlighting the 
party’s vision for the future. 

That was that. And so far, pending a 
national televised debate in which the 
Liberal leader will deign to participate 
and take questions, barbs, and pointed 
talking points from Andrew Scheer, 
Jagmeet Singh and Elizabeth May, the 
top three contenders vying to take his 
job, discussion seems to have moved 
past the content of  the three images 

(so far) and onto more substantive 
matters of  public policy.

After a day of  recalibration, 
the Liberal leader more-or-less 
successfully changed the conversation 
and shifted discussion from his 
problematic behaviour of  the past 
towards a bold vision for gun control 
across the country. The Conservatives 
responded in kind and then rolled 
out their visions for supporting 
veterans, including their pensions, 
and for addressing the ever-increasing 
costs and decreasing affordability of  
housing nationwide.

The page was turned quickly and 
time will tell if  the chapter will be 
revisited more before the election is in 
the books, but it is curious in this day 
and age where some outlets will harp 
on any tweet or like-windbreaking 
emanating from the Oval Office that 
the Canadian conversation moved by 
so swiftly.

The question that must be asked is 
why.

In the United States recently, 
a state governor who had been 
depicted in blackface several years 
prior dominated weeks of  the news 
cycle and spurred important dialogue 
around race relations in the country 
beyond our southern border, an issue 
that is always a tinderbox. Here, it 
was, so far, a relative blip on the radar. 
As far as images go, they are likely to 
have an enduring legacy and be the 
visual hallmark of  this election and, 
perhaps, of  the premiership of  Mr. 
Trudeau, but the conversation has 
moved on. 

Is it that we, as Canadians, don’t 
think we have our own racial issues to 
contend with and we’re at a different 
point in our history? Perhaps some 
do, but, spoiler alert, racial issues 
have permeated every corner of  our 
society and need to be addressed, even 
if  it is a difficult discussion that could 
puncture the collective bucolic view 
in which we hold our ideas of  what it 
means to be Canadian.

Is it that we’re a more forgiving 
society in which we don’t think the 
transgressions of  our younger selves 
are necessarily indicative of  who we are 
now? Perhaps. After all, the rehashed 
decade-old views of  Conservative 
leader Andrew Scheer on the LBGTQ 
community, views which he has not 
recanted or chalked up to a mistake 
made by a callow rookie MP, have not 
had the sticking power the Liberals 
or NDPs probably would have liked, 
either. Nor, from the Conservative 
perspective, has the SNC-Lavalin 
affair captured the imaginations of  
undecided voters. 

Maybe it’s the celebrity factor.
When Justin Trudeau swept into 

power in the last Federal Election, 
he did so with a massive amount of  
goodwill from across the country, a 
wave only fuelled in part by policy, 
but to a much greater extent by name 
recognition, personal style, and a way 
of  connecting with voters that was 
almost alien when compared to the 
relatively stodgy styles of  Stephen 
Harper, Paul Martin and the Liberal 
leaders in between. 

On that front, maybe the celebrity 
factor has worn off  and Canadians 
now have a more realistic view of  
Justin Trudeau and what he, as an 
individual, can offer the country. 

Whatever the ultimate factor, 
and perhaps I am far off-base in my 
observation, it seems this is a very 
different election. 

Following the revelations on 
Wednesday, it seems voters are less 
and less interested in the individual 
leading the party – the general view 
of  the people I have talked to of  all 
political stripes being that we don’t 
necessarily have an overwhelming 
embarrassment of  riches right now 
as far as leaders are concerned – and 
more about the vision each party 
offers for Canada over the next five 
years.

Sure, I might be an optimist, but 
if  there is a silver lining at all in how 
quickly the conversation has shifted 
from the release of  the controversial 
and upsetting images last week, it 
just might be that Canadians sitting 
up and taking real interest in policy 
proposals and how they might address 
the very real challenges they face, and 
how they will inform the very future 
of  this country. And not necessarily 
who is selling the policy door-to-door, 
riding-by-riding.
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(Re: One-way traffic control on 
Centre Street just isn’t working, says 

Councillor, September 19)

I just read with great interest the 
article on Page 17 of  this week’s 
Auroran, September 18, 2019.

How novel of  Councillor Gaertner 
to realize finally, after 10 years that 
this one-way traffic control is “just not 
working and things need to change.”

I wrote about this issue many years 
ago when the barrier at Catherine and 
Spruce Streets was first erected. Traffic 
congestion in this entire area from 
Yonge and Wellington north to Mark 
and east over to Walton Drive is an 
absolute nightmare.

Instead of  hiring more consultants 
and conducting useless surveys and 
studies, I think that Councillor Harold 
Kim’s comments: “You can’t just 
isolate one part of  Town or one street 
because we’re all interconnected and 
we live together, and the viability and 
enjoyment of  our neighbourhoods is 
connected with other streets” makes 
utmost sense.

Down with the barrier on Catherine 
Street and open up Centre Street, 
so that as Councillor John Gallo 
said, “The residents of  the (nearby) 
condo might want to go east....” 
Our Town’s population has exploded 
over the past 10 years.  Since we are 
all taxpayers, I feel that these many 
exceptions to the reasonable flow of  
traffic create more confusion and 
congestion.

Rosalyn Gonsalves
Aurora

We don’t need more traffic-calming 
on Center Street. Instead fix the 
problem at Wellington and Yonge.

Suzanne Marson
Aurora

We all need to do our part to better 
the environment, but it’s all too easy to 
just do nothing.

We need our governing leaders to get 
us all out of  our comfort zone and force us 
all into compliance by outlawing single 
use plastic, investing in development 
of  sustainable packaging, enforcing 
recycling from fast food businesses, 
reducing waste and educating each of  
us on how to properly use our recycling 
boxes.

From the minute we learn how 
to talk we must be taught that every 
decision we make MUST be done with 
a sustainable mindset. It must be part of  
the school curriculum and the schools 
must foster it in every activity that the 
children do.

What is really important to humanity? 
Respect for all things living. We need 
leaders who will force us to think in this 
mindset because many of  us are too 
apathetic to make the changes ourselves.

April Coskuner
Newmarket

“Down with the 
barriers” on Centre 
Street: Reader

No more traffic calming 
at Centre: Reader

Leaders need to get 
out of  comfort zone on 
plastics
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Recently, several residents in the 
Highland Gate area have reached out 
with questions and concerns about the 
development. I share many of  the same 
concerns and have been working with 
staff  to address them; in particular, the 
issue of  fencing and retaining walls and 
honouring agreements that speak to 
installation.

Through my discussions with the 
developer, the Town has been told 
that the developer will be building 
homes as they are sold. Residents 
are not happy about this and I 
share their frustration. Residents 
feel that it is unacceptable that a 
mature neighbourhood could be in 
a construction zone for 5 to 10 years, 
should sales be slow.

I note that the MOS (Minutes of  
Settlement) does state that if  no work 
has been done on individual lots for 
a six-month period then they must be 
seeded/sodded to the satisfaction of  the 
Town. I have asked our staff  to enforce 
this provision in the MOS, so that our 
residents and community do not have 

to live in a mud pit!
This past May, I spoke directly with 

the developers regarding obligations 
that have not or were not yet being 
met – in particular, the issue of  the 
park.  I was informed then that they 
are working to finish the park and that 
weather played a factor in the delays.

Weather can indeed be a 
complicating factor in the progress of  
any development.  However, according 
to the developers the park was to be 
completed this summer. It is now the 
Fall and the park is still not complete 
with no clear timeline.  When I speak 
with the developers this week, I will be 
asking for a firm completion date.

A new issue has recently emerged 
that I will also be working with staff  to 
address.

The street lights recently have 

been turned on at the Highland Gate 
development property. The lights are 
very bright, and it has been brought to 
my attention that the lights are so strong 
that they are shining into a number of  
existing residential homes.  As I stated 
at last week’s Council committee 
meeting, I have asked that staff  contact 
the developer and look into providing 
shields on the lights – similar to what 
has been done in other parts of  the 
Town due to the same issue.

I also let Council know that the CAO 
and I have been looking at creating a 
committee made up of  the ratepayers, 
staff, and representatives from the 
developer that would meet monthly 
to identify and address ongoing or 
emerging issues.  In this way, questions 
or concerns that residents have can 
be answered in a timely manner. The 
logistics of  this proposed committee 
are being discussed and it is hoped 
that it will be up and running shortly. 
I will continue to update everyone and 
if  you have any concerns please email 
me at tmrakas@aurora.ca.

Continued on page 12

If  you’re an Auroran of  voting age, 
there’s about a 50% chance you won’t 
be casting a ballot in the upcoming 
Federal election.

Oh, you may have every intention of  
doing so.  

But on October 21, when it comes 
to donning your coat, stepping out the 
door and making your way to your local 
polling location, the excuses will kick in: 
you have to wash your hair, you don’t 
want to be seen in public wearing mis-
matched socks, or you don’t want to risk 
that your PVR won’t record that night’s 
repeat of  Wheel of  Fortune.

Despite the fact that this is your one 
opportunity every four years to help 
decide the future of  the country, there’s 
a good chance you won’t do so.

In the 2015 election, 68% of  Ontario 
voters cast ballots. There must have 
been a lot of  local hair washing going 
on, as only about 50% of  Aurorans 
turned out.

Interestingly, it’s the voters in 
Newmarket-Aurora who were the most 
keen, with a 53% turnout in the 2015 
election. That’s about 5% better than 
their southerly neighbours in Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill.

Although not a great reflection on us, 
these statistics are still far better than we 

collectively seem to do in our municipal 
elections. Last Fall, we only managed to 
scrape together a 32% turnout.

So much for the theory that people 
are more invested in things that affect 
them at a local level.

That 32% was with the added luxury 
of  people being able to vote from home 
on their electronic devices.

We don’t have that e-option next 
month, although there will be the 
opportunities to vote in advance polls 
around the Thanksgiving weekend. 
In either case, we’ll all be forced to 
overcome inertia, and actually step out 
the door for 20 minutes.

I’m not sure why local voter turnout 
is so much lower than the provincial 
average in Federal elections.

There is certainly no end of  
important, and potentially scandalous 
(that didn’t take long) election issues 
that impact us all that should pique 
peoples’ interest and get their decision-
making juices flowing.

Whether you care about social 
programs, or national defence, or 
the Arctic, or Indigenous issues, or 
the environment, or the economy, or 
refugees, or housing and infrastructure, 
or how much you pay in taxes, or the 
good or bad track records of  the various 
parties and candidates, or a whole 
slew of  other things, issue-wise there’s 
literally something for everyone.

The candidates are certainly doing 
their bit, knocking on doors, appearing 
at rallies, pounding in election signs, 
standing in front of  microphones, and 
generally seeming to be anywhere 
where more than a few people gather.

Similarly, the media is all over this. 
We’re blitzed with both local and 
national election news via newspapers, 
radio, television and social media. It’s 
almost hard not to be informed.

One thing you may want to consider 
when the siren call of  a warm recliner 
reaches out to you as you debate leaving 
the house to vote on October 21 is that 
you know that if  the party or candidate 
you’re not leaning towards gets in you’re 
going to complain about them for the 
next four years. So, you might as well 
vote to do your part to, if  not eliminate 
your future venting, at least minimize it 
a little.

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL

   

R
E

S
U

LT
S

 
T

O
 D

A
T

E
Se

p
t.
 2

4
, 2

0
1
9

88%
YES NO

8%
UNSURE

4%

Yes   No   Unsure

Should Aurora pursue 
anti-train whistling measures?

Previous poll results

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
The Timeless Appeal of Aurora

This advertisement (84.25.35) dates to approximately 1912 and was produced by Ontario Homes Limited. The company was responsible for selling lots and 
building homes on the land bound by Kennedy to the south, Gurnett Street to the west, Harrison Avenue to the north and Edward Street to the east. 

Have you already decided your vote in next month's Federal election?

LIBRARY LAND
Reccia Mandelcorn

Welcome  
to Library Land

Welcome to Library Land, a new 
monthly column that opens the 
conversation to exploring ideas through 
the lens of  your public library.

Some months I’ll be writing about 
what’s happening at the Aurora Public 
Library (APL), some months I’ll be 
sharing favourite books, and some 
months I’ll be commenting on some 
of  the larger trends affecting public 
libraries.

As community institutions, public 
libraries go beyond providing collections 
of  print and digital media to creating 
opportunities and services that build 
and advocate for strong and democratic 
communities. Is this political? Perhaps – 
but not based on party politics. 

The best-known “poster child” for 
community response by a public library 
was in 2014 when Ferguson Public 
Library became a refuge for children and 
parents when residents erupted in anger 
after an unarmed black teen was shot 
and killed. The Library used its social 
media platforms to offer its community 
a place of  respite to get bottled water, 
check their emails and avoid the 
unrest developing on Ferguson’s street.  
Although public libraries around the 
world hope that we’ll never face such 
a challenge, we are humbled by the 
example Ferguson Public Library set by 
offering safe refuge to its residents.

This morning I read that Minneapolis 
barricaded a statue and fenced off  
seating outside the library so homeless 
folk would not get too comfortable 
downtown. But a few steps away, at 
the Minneapolis Central Library, there 
will be fresh coffee, board games and 
a movie on Sunday mornings when 
shelters close for the day.

Community action comes under 
the heading known as “radical 
librarianship.” In Aurora, we live in a 
mostly affluent community in a fairly 
affluent country by global standards, 
but we must recognize the undercurrent 
of  poverty and social, racial and gender 
inequities experienced by many of  our 
residents. And we also must acknowledge 
our responsibility to become better 
informed about the possibilities for 
positive citizen engagement and change. 

Aurora Public Library provides 
opportunities for our community to 
engage in conversations about local, 
national and global issues. We do 
this because we believe we have a 
responsibility to expand our community 
through free and open discussion. 

Upcoming events include a Meet 
& Greet for the upcoming Federal 
election. It’s an opportunity to meet 
the candidates vying for your vote in a 
non-partisan environment. The Meet & 
Greet will be held in the living room on 
October 8 starting at 7 pm. Drop by for 
conversation over coffee and cookies.

APL will be screening the film Difret 
as part of  our OneBookOneAurora 
community initiative on Thursday, 
October 3 at 7 p.m. Difret chronicles a 
legal precedent-setting court case that 
outlawed the kidnapping of  child brides 
in Ethiopia through the true story of  a 
14-year-old girl who was kidnapped and 
raped on her way home from school. 

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 

Getting  
Things Done

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Vote of Confidence
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1100 Gorham St., Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

CANADIAN 
MADE

Vanity Cabinets ⎜ Tile Flooring  & Backsplash 
Hardwood, Vinyl & Cork Flooring 
 Sinks, Faucets and Range Hoods 

The bitterness of poor 
quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness 
of a low price has 
faded from memory

MagicCabinetCM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years 10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS 

OR CABINET REFACING

Follow us:

END OF SUMMER 
SPLASH

Free backsplash with any new kitchen
or full kitchen refacing contract. 

Material only, up to $300.00 value
Valid till Sept. 30, 2019

Regency Acres residents push back on sidewalk plan
By Brock Weir 

Residents of  six streets in Aurora’s 
Regency Acres community are set to 
score a victory this week in their fight 
against new sidewalks. 

Last week, neighbours from Adair 
Drive, Bailey Crescent, Davidson 
Road, Browning Court, Johnson Road 
and Holman Crescent filled Council 
chambers to hear Council’s verdict as 
neighbourhood representatives came 
forward to state their case. 

Council, which sat at the Committee 

level last Tuesday, came into the meeting 
facing recommendations from staff  to 
include sidewalks on one side of  the road 
in future road reconstruction projects 
to “ensure pedestrian accessibility and 
trail connections in the area” as part of  
Aurora’s 10-year capital plan.

According to the report before 
Council, a number of  existing Town 
policies, including Aurora’s 2019 
Sidewalk Installation Policy and the 
2013 Master Transportation Study, 
support the sidewalk installations in the 
name of  public safety, accessibility, and 
sustainable growth.

But the plan received almost 
unanimous opposition from neighbours 
in the earmarked communities.

Their concerns were reflected in the 
Council report, which cited concerns 
around decreased driveway parking 
capacity, impact on mature trees, and 
preserving the existing character of  the 
community. 

“With the proposed sidewalk 
configuration, the loss of  driveway 
parking does not represent a significant 
issue, and the loss of  trees is minimal,” 
said Anca Mihail, Manager of  
Engineering and Capital Delivery, in 
her report to lawmakers. “There will 
only be three trees impacted on all 
these streets as a result of  the sidewalk 
construction, which will be replaced [as 
part of  the] construction.” 

Another concern, the report notes, 
is the impact to the small cul-de-sac on 
Browning Court, which is undersized 
by today’s standards and is difficult for 
snow removal.

Those who spoke at General 
Committee, however, were less 
concerned about the impact on trees 
and driveway parking, but in the 
navigability of  their community.

“On June 11, we forwarded a letter to 
all members of  Council summarizing a 
conversation we had with emergency 
paramedics who attend our neighbour 
on a fairly regular basis,” said Lynn 
Pearson. “After watching them make a 
three-point turn in the court and stop 
in front of  our home, I went out and 
spoke with them and asked if  they 
needed to do that because of  the size of  
the court or because it was garbage day 
and everyone had their things out at 
the side. They said garbage containers 
certainly don’t help, but they have to 
make a three-point turn regardless as 
the court is so small. This further adds 
to our concerns of  sidewalks [in] the 
reconstruction plan. We maintain these 
may cause dangerous scenarios with the 
extra snow generated from clearing the 
sidewalk.

“Right now, the snow gets placed in 
the centre of  the court and that reduces 
visibility right now with the changes for 
people backing out of  their driveways 
and we feel the extra snow load will 
increase the possibility of  car accidents 
and hinder the access of  emergency 
vehicles to our street.”

Additional concerns expressed at 
the podium by residents included the 
view that these are relatively quiet 
streets and safety is not an issue and 
frustration that after waiting for more 
than 20 years for curbs to replace their 
ditches – a construction component the 
vast majority of  residents in the crowd 
said they supported – they had to have 
a last-minute fight against the inclusion 
of  sidewalks. 

In the end, Council, in a decision that 

will be ratified this week, went with the 
views of  the residents; supporting the 
replacement of  ditches with curbs and 
taking sidewalks out of  the equation. 

“We have discussed this for three 
years,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas, after 
making the motion to move forward 
with the curbs and halt the sidewalk 
constriction. “I have come out and 
taken a look from door-knocking in 
the area, [have seen] what’s going on 
in the area, speaking with residents…I, 
constantly within our discussions, have 
said to you, ‘Just trust the process…let it 
play out, we’ll get there, and we’ll make 
sure the voices of  the community are 
heard.’ Today, I say you got there and 
the voices of  the community have been 
heard. Council has clearly heard that 
loud and clear.”

Speaking in favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes said that 
while policy was put in place “in good 
faith” there are some exceptions to the 
rule that prove challenging, particularly 
when it comes to road congestion and 
the loss of  parking.

“Keep coming to us in this 
unified fashion,” she told residents 
in the Chamber. “It just brings the 
neighbourhood closer and if  you let 
us know what is happening and it is 
reasonable we have to work with the 
residents.”

Added Councillor Michael 
Thompson: “At the end of  the day, we 
set policies, staff  are asked to implement 
it, so I hope the residents understand 
staff  are just following through on the 
policies we set. At the end of  the day, 
that’s why we have Open Houses, 
seek feedback from residents on the 
design and construction, and we are 
appreciative of  the fact you voiced 
yourselves very well over the last little 
while.”

Councillor John Gallo was also on a 
similar wavelength, noting, “This is a 
prime example of  the public weighing in 
on one of  our decisions and influencing 
us.”

His one note of  concern, however, 
was how removing sidewalks from 
the construction plan might impact 
requirements under the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
(AODA). This information, staff  
noted, needed to be confirmed by the 
Town’s Accessibility Advisor and that 
information could be back on the table 
this week.

Imagine if the world were your classroom. Start o	  your school year in Europe, learning 
about Julius Caesar while standing in the Colosseum; about Ancient Greece while standing 
on the grounds of the fi rst Olympics; and about Visual Arts at the Picasso Museum.

Term Two sends you across the hemisphere to vibrant Asia, where you’ll study 
Anthropology and World Cultures in the shadow of ancient and historic Buddhist temples.

After a holiday break, you’re o	  to Oceania, where you’ll have amazing backdrops for your 
Photography course, and be able to study at the Great Barrier Reef — one of the most 
diverse and fragile eco-systems on the planet.

You’ll continue on to tropical Central and South America for Term Four, where you’ll learn 
about World Issues, and study Biology surrounded by lush rainforests and millions of 
monkeys before scaling the heights of Peru’s Machu Picchu.

In less than one calendar year, you’ll see, taste, smell, and experience places and things that 
most people won’t see in their entire lifetime.

BLYTHACADEMYGLOBAL.CA

FOUR TERMS. FOUR CONTINENTS.
ONE AMAZING SCHOOL YEAR.

TERM ONE:
EUROPE

TERM TWO:
ASIA

TERM THREE:
THE PACIFIC

TERM FOUR:
THE AMERICAS

This is a prime example of 
the public weighing in on 
one of our decisions and 

influencing us
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 
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Liability issues continue to 
derail train whistle ban

By Brock Weir

It’s a perennial issue in Aurora, and a 
solution has been derailed once again by a 
perennial sticking point. 

Council last week revisited the thorny 
issue of  train whistle cessation, an issue 
which has been met at the Council table a 
number of  times with varying degrees of  
success. 

This past March, Council asked for a 
further report on the Town’s proposed Train 
Whistle Cessation Program anticipating all-
day two-way 15-minute GO Train service 
inching closer to reality, and the resulting 
report, which hit the Council table at the 
Committee level last week, recommends 
against proceeding further with any whistle 
cessation program, citing liability issues that 
might have to be shouldered by the Town. 

“The Town’s insurer has advised that 
there would not be an additional premium 
charged if  an anti-whistling bylaw was 
enacted by Council,” said Transportation 
Analyst Michael Bat in his report to 
Council. “However, if  the Town was to 
suffer a severe loss and it was shown that 
the cause of  the loss was a direct result from 
a train not sounding its whistle because 
an anti-whistling bylaw was in effect, the 
Town’s insurance program would be 
negatively impacted."

The report also examined other 
municipalities that have also considered 
implementing an anti-whistling policy 
before opting against it, as well as measures 
taken by municipalities who have forged 
ahead with a ban, yet still recommended 
against an Aurora program. 

This liability issue was once again the 
sticking point last week.

"I am not willing to put the Town in that 
position where they assume liability and  
I think that is too much risk for the Town to 
take on,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas.

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Rachel Gilliland, who said liability was a 
“huge factor” in her opposition to putting 

a damper on the train whistles. 
“I would never want to be that train 

driver who is driving and that whistle isn’t 
going and could hit somebody. It would 
be devastating and I have heard stories of  
people driving subways and having to go 
through that and it is not a good feeling. 
I think it is a combination of  liability and 
safety, which is good protection for our 
residents.”

While Councillor Sandra Humfryes 
said she agreed with Mayor Mrakas and 
Councillor Gilliland, she said she believed 
calls for anti-whistling measures will only 
increase once increased GO Train options 
become a reality. 

“It is going to be quite an issue, I think, 
and this may come back to us once again 
at that point, but it is a concern,” she said. 

Councillor John Gallo, on the other 
hand, said he was “a bit of  a fence-sitter” 
on the issue. 

“I think for now [this is probably] a good 
decision, but there is no question we will 
have to address this once the frequency of  
the trains go up,” he said.

But Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
was one of  the proponents of  bringing 
a further report on this topic back for 
Council’s consideration, was unconvinced. 
If  Barrie and Markham have taken it 
on, more information should be given to 
Council on how they addressed the liability 
issue, she contended. 

“This isn’t an easy one, since way before 
I came on Council they have been talking 
about train whistling, but if  you happen to 
live near a section where they do the train 
whistling, it is really not good and, as we 
discussed last time at Council, some people 
don’t have a choice and that’s where they 
live because that’s where they can afford,” 
she said. “I think there are some ways that 
we can try and mitigate the sound of  the 
horn.”

HAVE YOUR SAY – Should Aurora 
adopt an anti-train whistling policy? Send 
your thoughts to letters@auroran.com. 
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

UP TO

OF MSRP
20%

SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB CUSTOM SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB RST COLORADO CREW CAB ZR2

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus 
905-727-9444 

www.highlandgm.com VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MPP Michael Parsa and Mayor Tom Mrakas (centre) joined 
Kingsway Place executives at the grand opening of the facility’s 70-room expansion on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Kingsway Place unveils 
new 70-suite expansion

By Jake Courtepatte

Family, friends, staff, and residents 
gathered in the main hall of  Kingsway 
Place in Aurora on Sunday to celebrate 
the completion of  the facility’s newest 
addition.

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MPP Michael Parsa, Mayor Tom Mrakas, 
and Councillor Rachel Gilliland were on 
hand to congratulate Fieldgate Retirement 
Living on Sunday and officially unveil the 
retirement home’s 70-suite expansion, 
complete with new amenities for residents.

Sitting at just a 50-suite facility two years 
ago, Ray Barlow, Director of  Operations 
for Fieldgate Retirement Living, said 
Sunday that time was catching up to the 
residence.

“It was in need of  a vision, and major 
updates,” said Barlow.

Fieldgate Properties stepped in and 
purchased the property, modernizing the 
existing building while improving all life 
safety equipment.

“We and Fieldgate have a strong belief  
in people, and a strong commitment not 
only to this project, but to the staff  and 
residents that call Kingsway Place home,” 
said Barlow.

Despite the major changes and 
construction to the existing building, 
all Kingsway staff  were kept under 
employment throughout the project, as 
well as all residents kept under the roof, 
something Barlow said he and his staff  are 
extremely proud of.

“Only a family-run company truly 

understands the value of  people. Kingsway 
is that kind of  place.”

Mrakas said “it wasn’t really a hard 
decision” to approve the application for 
the development’s expansion last term.

“We have an increasing aging 
population, and I think for all of  us sitting 
at the Council table this is something that 
was much needed in our community,” 
said Mrakas. “The warm, friendly, inviting 
atmosphere that occurs in this facility is 
incredible. It’s a family-owned business, 
and this is part of  the Aurora family.”

Mrakas thanked both the Kingsway 
staff  and the members of  the surrounding 
neighbourhoods for their successful 
symbiotic relationship through the 
construction process.

“There were some difficulties, but 
every time we had a call and we reached 
out, everything got done. And that’s 
the important thing, that we all worked 
together and were able to get this project 
completed.”

Fieldgate CEO Noam Jakubovic, who 
oversaw the over two-year project, said 
he was pleased to have the expansion 
completed.

“We promised our residents that the 
standards and excellence of  the home 
would not waver, and that the outstanding 
reputation of  a warm and caring home 
would carry on…and now, close to three 
years and seventy rooms later, I’m proud to 
say our promise has been kept.

“The feeling that you get when you 
walk into Kingsway is one of  a caring 
environment, and that is something that 
will continue.”

From page 5
Tragically common throughout 

the country’s history is the practice of  
abduction into marriage.  But lest we 
feel complacent about the protections 
we offer women at home, following 
the screening will be a community 
conversation led by Lorris Hereda, 
Executive Director, Yellow Brick 
House and Seema Allahdini, Women’s 
Support Network of  York Region. 
Tickets available at bit.ly/2koEPMt.

At APL, we believe in our community 
and the strength that we have together. 
We welcome your input about how we 
can move forward together to build 
equity and inclusion where all are 
welcome and served.

Reccia Mandelcorn is the Manager, 
Community Collaboration at Aurora Public 
Library. The opinions expressed in this 
column reflect her personal thoughts about the 
engagement of  community with their public 
library.

Library Land
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299
/lb
6.59/kg

149
/lb
3.28/kg

FRESH GREEN ASPARAGUS 
Product of USA/Mexico, No. 1 Grade

SAVE $300/lb

SAVE $100/lb

AAA
CANADA

699
/lb
15.41/kg

FRESH BEEF STRIPLOIN STEAKS 
Cut From Canada AA/AAA Grade Beef, 
Product of Canada

SAVE $900/lb

FRESH ONTARIO
CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS 
Family pack 1199

/lb
26.43/kg FRESH ATLANTIC SALMON FILLETS

SAVE $300/lb

FRESH SAVINGS FROM THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH – WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2ND

Although we strive for accuracy in illustration, copy and regulatory requirements, unintentional errors may occur. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Unauthorized reproduction or use of this advertisement without written consent of 2360083 Ontario Limited an d its marketing agency is strictly prohibited.

VIEW OUR WEEKLY FLYER AT COPPAS.COM

VISIT OUR 5 GRAND LOCATIONS, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

 

SCARBOROUGH
148 Bennett Rd.

(at Lawrence Ave.)

416.282.5759

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

NORTH YORK
4750 Dufferin St.

(at Supertest Rd.)

416.736.6606

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

VAUGHAN
3300 Rutherford Rd.

(at HWY. 400)

905.303.3999

NEW  STORE HOURS

Mon - Thu 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

 

 

KING CITY
King’s Ridge Marketplace

1700 King Rd.

905.833.7035

NEW  STORE HOURS

Mon - Thu 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.

 

One York St.
(on                 on Second Level)

416.777.0496

STORE HOURS
Mon - Sat 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.  

Sunday 8 a.m. -8 p.m.
Ristorante opens at 11 a.m.

DOWNTOWN
BY COPPA’S

Same day delivery
to your doorstep in as 

little as one hour!

Coppa’s partners with 

Thanksgiving Turkeys
Order yours today!

FRESH

Thanksgiving 
with the Coppa's

Fresh Organic
Fresh Grain Fed
Fresh Grade A

Fresh Butterball

Also Available 
Fresh Ducks 

Fresh Cornish Hens



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 26, 2019THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 26, 2019Page  10             Page 11

Continued on page 22

& C
Arts
  ulture

Author, musician Bidini highlights time in Yellowknife at Library

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Newmarket Theatre
Nov. 14 - 24, 2019

Tickets at marqueetp.com
or call 905-953-5122

By Kinjal Dagli Shah

The Aurora Public Library hosted 
an evening with author, musician and 
journalist Dave Bidini last Thursday for 
a reading from his latest book, Midnight 
Light: A Personal Journey to the North.

Bidini read out a chapter about the 
symbolism of  ravens in the Northwest 

Territories, where his book is based, 
and answered some engaging questions 
by Brock Weir, editor of  The Auroran.

Like a true journalist, Bidini 
captured the audience at the start with a 
compelling anecdote of  why he chose to 
spend a summer working in the capital 
city of  Yellowknife.

“I had gone to Yellowknife for a 

literary festival and one of  the main 
things I fell in love with was their print 
newspaper, a twice-a-week publication 
called the Yellowknifer which is sold for 
50 cents on street corners by local boys 
and girls,” he said. “It was interesting to 
be in the capital city in Canada in 2013 
and find a thriving press in a capital 
city. I called them and asked if  I could 
come and write for them because one 
of  the great ways to get to know a place 
quickly is to become a reporter,” Bidini 
explained, adding that the first question 
they asked him was, “Why would you 
want to do that?” 

Bidini went on to regale the audience, 
comprising residents from Aurora and 
beyond, with several experiences and 
honest admissions that he came back 
with from his time there.

“City books about a place are 
usually based in nature and geology 
but I wanted to seat this book in the 
Indigenous people, specifically the 
Dene community,” said Bidini.

As a member of  the audience, one 
could see evidence of  this as he read a 
chapter titled “Part of  the Lake” with 
lines like “Some Denes have described 
ravens as gods with wings.”

At the heart of  his novel, Bidini traces 
the story and trial of  crime reporter 
John McFadden, who “took me under 
his wing.”

In the conversation that ensued, 
journalist to journalist, some interesting 
facts unravelled. In answer to Mr. 
Weir’s question about how does one 
acclimatize to Yellowknife, Bidini 
replied, “You can’t. In summer, it’s 
always light and always bright, you 
can’t sleep. Yellowknife is right on Great 
Slave Lake and people live in houseboats 
on this ancient body of  water. It is very 
surreal and dreamlike so the book is 
informed with a surreal flavour.” 

Yellowknife, in Bidini’s eyes, is an 
itinerant town, always changing.

“Usually, people stay there for five 
winters and that’s the breaking point. 
I even heard of  someone who stayed 
a day and took the next flight back,” 
he said, as members of  the audience 
laughed. “Yellowknife was the only 
place where people didn’t care that I 
was from Toronto. They didn’t give me 
a hard time about it,” he added.

Weir also asked Bidini a very 
interesting question about the 
stereotypes and preconceived notions 
that he might have had before spending 
time in Yellowknife.

“I had so many,” was Bidini’s honest 
response. “I thought about what the 

Author Dave Bidini, left, was interviewed by Auroran editor Brock Weir. 

Photo by Lucy Frechette
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ROBINTIDE FARMS

PUMPKINS, CORN MAZE AND MORE!

FRIDAY 12-6, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10-6

Locally grown, from our family to yours!

Farm-fresh strawberries, 
raspberries and
select vegetables

2720 King-Vaughan Road, Maple ON L6A 2A9
ROBINTIDEFARMS.COM
647-988-2720

Jane St.

Keele St.

King-Vaughan Rd.
2720

Health Minister marks Recovery Month with CMHA
By Brock Weir

Anne learned a lot about herself  
through The Humble Tiger. 

Based on the book of  the same name, 
the Humble Tiger is a three-week 
employment program spearheaded by 
the Canadian Mental Health Association 
(CMHA) of  York and South Simcoe that 
is used as a guide to self-compassion when 
returning to work.

“The emphasis of  the program is on 
viewing ourselves and others with self-
compassion and care as we move through 
times of  challenge and personal growth,” 
shared Anne. “I thoroughly enjoyed going 
through the program and discussing the 
concepts of  the program with group 
members and with the course facilitators; 
so much so that I took the course a second 
time and got some new insights with 
regards to personal learning.

“This course, along with some of  
the other courses I have taken with the 
CMHA, have helped me slowly but surely 
regain the confidence and to set some goals 
to take the steps needed to work towards 
the achievement of  those goals.”

As Anne shared her message of  
recovery to visitors to the CMHA last 
Wednesday morning, Health Minister (and 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP) Christine Elliott 
couldn’t help but smile. Mental health and 
addiction are causes close to her heart and 
she joined Anne and the CMHA team 
to help mark Recovery Month and hear 
stories of  clients who have found success 
through the myriad programs offered by 
the local agency. 

“Recovery isn’t a one moment in 
anybody’s life,” said Rebecca Shields, CEO 
of  the CMHA York & South Simcoe. “It 
is really an ongoing journey. Sometimes 
recovery starts with the first small step of  
hope, and sometimes recovery earmarks 
the end to a course of  a program or the 
start of  a new job, and it is a wonderful 
thing.

“Recovery is never a journey that is just 
straightforward. Often, we go back and 

we go forward, but why it is important to 
celebrate recovery is we have to recognize 
the work that goes along the way and 
take those moments to celebrate how far 
we’ve come. There are many challenges 
when we’re dealing with mental health 
and addictions issues. There are barriers 
to care, the stigma that many of  us face 
and there is also a lack of  understanding, 
so the other reason why it is important to 
earmark this day and celebrate recovery is 
to remind ourselves of  the hope, remind 
ourselves that people do recover from 
mental illness and go on to have exciting, 
productive and wonderful lives.”

From Ms. Elliott’s perspective, taking 
the time to talk about recovery is a very 
important step.

There is a lot of  “misunderstanding,” 
she said about the challenges many people 
face, and this could stem from “a lack of  
knowledge about the fact that people can 
recover.”

“They still need to check in from time to 
time, but it is really important to celebrate 
when those successes are made,” she said. 
“I would like to thank CMHA York and 
South Simcoe for making this day possible 
and inviting me to join you. It really is an 
important issue to me. This event does play 
such an important role in raising awareness 
about mental health and addictions and it 
encourages people to share their stories as 
we’re doing today.

“While everyone’s journey to recovery 
is unique, by sharing experiences I hope 
those struggling with mental health and 
addictions realise they are not alone and 
there are supports and services out there 
to help you. We are committed as your 
government to doing our part. We are 
making addictions and mental health 
a priority and are investing in services 
that directly help people struggling with 
addictions, specifically this month, and 
their families.

“No one should have to wait for long 
periods of  time to get treatment. They 
need services when they need them in a 
timely manner, but it is also important that 
people shouldn’t have to be in crisis to be 

able to get the access to the services and 
supports that they need, so the reality is 
though that this is something that many 
vulnerable Ontarians face. There is often 
confusion about where to go and who 
to ask for services [but not here] because 
everyone knows Rebecca and her team. 
You’re doing wonderful, wonderful work.”

The Health Minister noted that listening 
to people with “lived experiences” is vital 
for a government creating policy that helps 
create a way forward and she reiterated that 
her government is “committed to finding 
solutions so everyone is fully supported in 
their journey towards mental health and 
recovery.”

“We are going to continue to listen as 
we continue to take action to transform 
our mental health and addiction service 
system. We are looking to innovative 
solutions to help develop this system that 
is going to meet the needs of  all Ontarians 
and that’s why discussions like the ones 

we’re having here today are so important 
because they help us to find better ways to 
deliver more connected mental health and 
addiction service programs and I can say 
that here in York Region those innovative 
solutions are already being found – in large 
part due to the CMHA and the work that 
you’re doing here with your team.”

Newmarket-Aurora MPP – and Health Minis-
ter – Christine Elliott shares a light moment 
with Rebecca Shields of CMHA York & South 
Simcoe on Wednesday to mark Recovery 
Month. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World? 
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

ST. ANDREWS ON THE HILL – AURORA

Stunning 1/2 Acre Lot. 
Totally Private Yard With 
Separately-Fenced Pool. 
Approx 4600sf, 9’ Ceil 
on Main, 5 Bdrms Up, All 
With Ensuites! Fin Bsmt 
With Wet Bar!

$2,249,000

GREAT LOCATION – AURORA

Condo Town In High 
Demand Area. Ground 
Floor Family Rm With 
Walk-Out To Deck & Patio, 
Fenced Yard! Walk To 
School, Park, Shopping & 
Public Transit.

$617,000

UPDATED BUNGALOW – AURORA VILLAGE

Beautiful 54’ X 140’ 
Mature Lot! Beautifully 
Reno’d Kitchen & Baths. 
Fin Bsmt With Rec Rm, 
Bdrm, Sharp 4 Pc Bath, 
Hobby Rm & Ample 
Storage Space.

$895,000

BRENTWOOD ESTATES – AURORA

Stunning Custom 
Bungaloft. 4650 S.F. 
Plus Fully Finished W/O 
Bsmt With 2nd Kitchen! 
Open Concept Layout. 
All Bdrms With Ensuites! 
Court Location!

$2,395,000

BRENTWOOD ESTATES – AURORA

Amazing Value! Open 
Concept Layout. Fin 
W/O Bsmt! Stunning 
Backyard - Pool, Patio, 
Deck, Cabana With Walk-
Up Bar, Shed, Extensive 
Landscaping!

 $1,495,000

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING! - WEST NEWMARKET            

Gorgeous Gardens Front 
& Back, ‘Sunroom’ Front 
Porch, 9’ Ceilings On 
Main, Hdwd Throughout 
Main & Upper Level, 
Extensive Crown Mdg. 
Finished Bsmt W/Open 
Rec Room. Private Yard!

$829,000

COMPLETELY RENO’D – ST ANDREWS ON THE HILL

Private Pie-Shaped ½ 
Acre Lot With Mature 
Trees & Pond With 
Waterfall, Walk Out 
Bsmt, Stone & Stucco 
Exterior, Completely 
Reno’d 
Thru-Out. Over 4100sf!

  $2,295,000

ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL – AURORA

Gorgeous, Beautifully 
Manicured ½ Acre with 
Pool! Renovated Kit. 
Open to Family Room –
 All Lrg. Bdrms.  Approx 
3600 S. F + Fin. Walk-up 
Bsmt w/ Wet Bar!

 $2,149,000

CUSTOM BUILT ON RAVINE LOT – AURORA

Custom Home On 
Fabulous 1/2 Acre 
Ravine Lot! Quiet 
Crescent. Stunning Yard 
With Lagoon-Style Pool, 
50 Tonnes Of Natural 
Rock, Multiple Decks! 
Must Be Seen!

  $2,150,000

BELLA  HAIR  STUDIO - Owner Peter and his family are excited to be re-opening their 
doors with a fresh new look! The award-winning team has over 42 years of experience in 
professional hair care and are passionate about maintaining the highest possible standard 
of customer care while using the latest techniques. Everyone at Bella Hair Studio is looking 
forward to meeting you and to answer any questions you may have! Photo: Melissa, Peter, 
Teresa and Becky welcomed Councillors Rachel Gilliland and Wendy Gaertner (far left) to this 
exciting day.  Located at 265 Edward Street, Aurora. Phone number: (905)-727-1369

GRAND OPENING

Newmarket-Aurora Votes 2019

Liberal Van Bynen pushes for housing affordability and business growth
By Brock Weir

As Mayor of  Newmarket, Tony Van 
Bynen worked on increasing housing 
affordability both at the municipal 
table and at the Region and, pending 
the results of  the October 21 Federal 
election, this is work he wants to 
continue in Ottawa.

Mr. Van Bynen, who was acclaimed 
to carry the Liberal banner in 
Newmarket-Aurora over the summer, 
says he hopes to have the chance to 
bring this experience to the House of  
Commons should voters in Aurora’s 
north riding put their confidence in 
him.

“There are a lot of  relationships 
that are influenced from the Federal 
government to the Municipal 
government,” he says. “One example 

is the gas tax and how successful that 
has been. There are other opportunities 
where we can build stronger relationships 
between the Federal Government and 
the Municipalities.”

Mr. Van Bynen cites “collaboration 
and working together” as the hallmarks 
of  his public life, working with both 
the Liberals and Conservatives as a 
municipal politician to get things done. 
But, alarmed by some of  the policies of  
Conservative leader Andrew Scheer, he 
has decided to take a partisan stance in 
an effort to keep Newmarket-Aurora 
red.

“A lot of  people are concerned 
about cutbacks to health care, cutbacks 
to community support services, and 
a lot of  people are concerned about 
the environment and that surfaces 
frequently and often,” says Mr. Van 

Bynen on what he’s hearing from voters 
at the door. “The struggle around 
affordability and making ends meet is 
visible and I think people are concerned 
about what might be at risk.”

On the issue of  affordability, he says 
it is important to continue to explore 
all the options. Just before sitting down 
with The Auroran last week, he said he 
had a conversation with residents of  a 
Newmarket co-op, and was struck that 
despite it being a “good model” there has 
been little progress on building on that 
principle. That, he said, is something he 
would like to see built upon.

“Exploring those kinds of  ideas for 
affordable housing, I think, would be 
my job, making sure there are programs 
that have some application that can 
help advance that,” he says. “Another 
example [of  my track record] is rolling 
up my sleeves with the community. 
Belinda’s Place (the Newmarket shelter 
for single women) is a case of  rallying 
the community to a cause, and look 
what we did: we raised a million dollars 
to advance that project. In the first 18 
months, although there are 38 beds 
in Belinda’s Place, they helped up to 
220 women that were homeless find a 
permanent home. It is those kinds of  
projects I want to be active and engaged 
in.”

Another area in which he would like 
to be active and engaged is making high 

speed broadband for business the norm, 
an area that has long been a cause for 
York Region municipalities, including 
Aurora.

“There are things we can pursue to 
support the business community so the 
business community is able to support 
the social needs [of  the community] 
as well,” he says. “It’s a balance and 
something I bring to the table: both 
perspectives.”

The need to support social needs, he 
says, is something that was driven home 
to him as a child. An immigrant from 
the Netherlands, he is one of  eleven 
children. They worked on farms before 
and after school to help make ends 
meet and then, when he was in Grade 
5, they suffered a loss when their house 
burned down.

“We had absolutely nothing,” he 
recalls. “All of  the neighbours said, 
‘Okay, you kids come over here,’ and 
we dispersed the family for a range of  
six to eight weeks until we found other 
accommodation. It is that experience 
which explains who I am and why I am 
so committed to building community, 
why I believe we need to support each 
other, and why I believe in collaboration 
and working together.”

The incumbent Liberal government, 
he says, have rolled out programs that 
have been effective in building and 
supporting that sense of  community, 
such as lifting an estimated 900,000 
people out of  poverty through measures 
including the Canadian Child Care 
benefit, over a million jobs created over 
the last four years, turning around a 
recession, and low unemployment.

“What this tells me is we need to 
continue investing in our community 
and those are principles and 
philosophies I will be supporting 
because I know how important they are 
for our community,” he says. “I think in 
that area, around health care, I know 
that there is a lot of  good discussion 
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EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between 
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be 
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students 
develop valuable skills, including:

•	 advanced academic ability

•	 time management and self-reliance

•	 strong research and writing

•	 critical thinking abilities

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

•	 leadership and mentorship

•	 dialogue, communication and 
presentation

•	 design, invent and problem 
solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as 

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

WEDNESDAY TOURS
10:30 a.m. (by appointment only)

Register: 905-895-1700 ext. 259

INQUIRE NOW 
FOR GRADE 6 & GRADE 9 

ENTRY YEARS

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  

Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory 
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON 

905-895-1700 ext. 259  |  admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 

Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPCwww.pickeringcollege.on.ca/Auroran

Spend-a-Half Day
Friday, March 1 
Call to register 905-895-1700 ext. 259

New class added 
in Grade 6 & Grade 9
APPLY NOW FOR 2020
New class added in Grade 6 & 9

No RSVP necessary - we look forward to seeing you!

 www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/Auroran

Saturday, October 26
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

OPEN HOUSE

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

$161434
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MORE GARAGE STORAGE COMBINATIONS AVAILABLE AT homedepot.ca

GLIDDEN® ULTRA-HIDE® ZERO 
Interior Flat Latex Paint • 3.66L 
(1001311218)

$2997

EXCLUSIVE BEHR® PREMIUM 
PLUS® Interior Flat Paint & Primer 
In One • 3.79L (1000402548)

$3897

EXCLUSIVE BEHR® PREMIUM PLUS 
ULTRA® Interior Matte Stain-Blocking 
Paint & Primer In One • 3.79L (1000658402)

$4997

EXCLUSIVE/6-Piece 
WOOSTER® PRO Woven 
Roller Kit (1001132066)

$3197

EXCLUSIVE  
HUSKY® Steel  
Shelf Storage Unit 
• 48"W x 24"D x 78"H 
(1000780666)

Contents shown  

not included.

$162$4297

3-Pack Performance Select Pro™ 
10mm Premium Microfiber 
Roller (1001238136)

$1432

EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 45L  
Strong Box • Yellow lid (1001057072)

$1097

64L (1001057029) $12.67

4-Roll PAINTER'S MATE GREEN® 
Masking Tape • 36mm x 55m 
(1000407368)

WAS $17.46 SAVE $2

$1546

EXCLUSIVE HUSKY® 4-Shelf Welded 
Storage Unit • 78"W x 24"D x 78"H
(1000677085) Contents shown not included.

$198

EXCLUSIVE HUSKY® 170.3L Latch and 
Stack Tote with Wheels • Industrial 
strength integrated pull handle (1001122738)

$2997

4' x 15' 8oz Canvas 
Drop Cloth (1000738831)

$1737
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EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 49L 
Clear Flip-Top Tote 
(1000440958) 

$827

EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 
5-Shelf Resin Storage 
Unit • 36"W x 18"D x 
72"H (1000425439)  

Contents shown  

not included.

B. 8' x 4' Track Wall  
• Supports up to 75 lbs. per sq. ft.
(1001003413)  

Contents shown not included.

$139

WAS $185
SAVE $23

WAS $49.97
SAVE $7

EXCLUSIVE HUSKY® 
A. Available Online Only/3-Piece
Garage Cabinet Set  
(1001358142) $737..67 each

REFRESH WITH COLOUR

PROJECT ESSENTIALS

VALUE
Easy to apply, 
zero VOC at a great price

COVERAGE
Paint and primer in one for the best 
coverage with fewer coats

HIDING
High hiding capabilities  
to cover darker walls faster

DELIVERED TO YOUR 
HOME PRE-ASSEMBLED

+ + =
A ONLINE EXCLUSIVE

3-PIECE KIT A ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
3-PIECE KIT

AVAILABLE ONLINE 
AND IN-STOREB

GET THIS LOOK FOR

FREE SHIPPING  
ON ALL ONLINE 
PURCHASES

Assembled and  

Ready to Install   

Pro-Grade  

Lifetime Warranty  

Modular - Build Your  

Garage Your Way

3

3

3

3

ORGANIZE AND MAXIMIZE YOUR GARAGE WITH

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN  
FULL WITHIN 6 MONTHS*

on any purchase OR project purchaset (product and installation) totalling $299 or more  
(including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required.  
No annual fees. *†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 8 for details.

MORE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

at homedepot.ca

$161434
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candidates are now. Let’s look at Justin 
Trudeau vs. Andrew Scheer and what 
they stand, and what they have come 
out in support of  today. As Andrew 
Scheer said himself, we can forgive 
people if  they apologize and I think 
Justin Trudeau handled it very well. He 
came out, he said it was wrong, he took 
full responsibility and he immediately 
apologized to all the people of  Canada, 
and I think most people accepted that.”

N e w m a rk e t - Au ro r a  L i b e r a l 
candidate Tony Van Bynen said he 
held a similar view.

“I have to say I am disappointed and 
I heard the Prime Minister apologize 
in a very genuine and sincere way,” he 
said. “I think he recognized that what 
happened has been hurtful to certain 
communities, but I think it is up to 
the Prime Minister to make apologies 
to the people who have been hurt by 
his actions. I believe he was forthright 
[in trying] to build on what he has 
learned.”

On the opposite side of  the floor, 

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
Conservative candidate Leona Alleslev 
said both she and the residents she had 
spoken with were “very concerned” by 
the images and what they represent.

“Justin Trudeau’s actions not only 
undermine his personal credibility, but 
also his authority as Prime Minister and 
Canada’s reputation worldwide,” she 
said. “80 per cent of  Canada’s GDP is 
derived from trade. A nation’s trade is 
built on the quality of  its relationships 
with foreign leaders. Canada needs 
a Prime Minister who acts with the 
upmost integrity and is respected on 
the world stage to ensure we have a 
strong trading relationship and, in 
turn, a robust and growing economy.”

Newmarket-Aurora Conservative 
candidate Lois Brown also focused on 
the impact the images might have on 
the world stage.

“I do not believe that Mr. Trudeau 
is a racist…that is a very strong term; 
however, it does reflect his lack of  
good judgement and, unfortunately, 
diminishes Canada’s reputation 

globally,” she said.
While Newmarket-Aurora NDP 

candidate Yvonne Kelly said she was 
“disappointed” to see Mr. Trudeau in 
the pictures and was “taken aback” 
that he would make those choices, she 
said that marginalized individuals who 
“are accustomed to facing mockery, 
stereotypes and discrimination on a 
daily basis” were less surprised.

“An apology in my opinion, is only 
a first step but it can open up a more 
nuanced and deep conversation about 
race and racism in Canada,” said 
Ms. Kelly. “There are more concrete 
actions that need to be taken by Justin 
Trudeau, his party, and all of  us quite 
frankly, in order to demonstrate that this 
event has increased awareness of  how 
racism of  all forms remains embedded 
in our society and institutions. Real 
action and movement to address the 
living conditions of  and lack of  access 

to clean water for our Indigenous 
communities for example would go 
a long way to redressing the long-
term consequences of  anti-indigenous 
racism in Canada.

“I most appreciated and resonated 
with the commentary from those who 
highlighted that we should not stay 
focused on the individual and whether 
or not Mr. Trudeau is indeed racist or 
not. If  we do, we fail to see the bigger 
picture and learn from it. What we can 
learn from this experience is the degree 
to which race and racism is still not 
openly discussed and understood in our 
country. The negative impacts on our 
Indigenous and racialized communities 
is real and our failure to admit that and 
challenge policies and practices that 
perpetuate systemic racism, is where 
the focus of  this discussion needs to go. 
The issue is much bigger and deeper 
than Mr. Trudeau alone.”

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Conservative candidate Leona Alleslev, right, celebrated the 
formal launch of her campaign Friday night at Aw, Shucks! where she greeted supporters, 
including daughter Hillary, centre. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Photos of Liberal leader raise questions for candidates
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From page 13

On Saturday, October 5th, the club 
will open its grounds and doors to Aurora 
and all of  York Region as it hosts its 
inaugural Oktoberfest! The event kicks 
off  at 12 noon with festivities lasting a 
full 12 hours!  There will be plenty of  
local craft breweries selling their wares 
under the traditionally decorated beer 
tent, but not only that, there will be 
cider, wine and non-alcoholic beverages 
too. Vendors at Oktoberfest include 
Premier Brands Ltd., Market Brewing 
Company, the Red Thread Brewing 
Co., Arch Brewing Company Inc., 
Ernest Cider Co. and Willow Springs 
Winery.  There will even be a schnapps 
bar!! 

Food plays almost as big a part at 
Oktoberfest as the beer! Your taste buds 
will not be disappointed with plenty 
of  delicious traditional German foods 
from local vendors including Balaton 
Meat Products and Chef  Al's Pub 
Fare Curb Side who will be offering 
schnitzel, pretzels, sausages, strudel and 
of  course, sauerkraut. With vegetarian 

options and plenty of  sweet treats too, 
everyone will be catered for. 

Everyone is welcome! Kids can join in 
the fun from 12noon until 8pm. There 
will be live music from Kitchener’s own 
“Black Forest Band” and traditional 
dancers too from the “The Schwaben 
Club”. There will be face painting, 
arts & crafts and some special guests 
throughout the afternoon to keep little 
ones entertained. Test your skills and 
strength with our stein carrying contest 
and enjoy the traditional tapping of  the 
keg!

It truly will be an experience to 
remember, so get your lederhosen 
looked out and dust of  your dirndl – 
it’s time to have fun the German way 
at Aurora’s Oktoberfest, on Saturday 
October 5th, Aurora Soccer Club, 510 
Industrial Parkway South, Aurora. 

Tickets are available online at 
www.auroraoktoberfest.com, or in person at 
the soccer clubhouse, Sport Clips in Aurora 
and Newmarket, and at Market Brewing in 
Newmarket.

Guten Tag!
The Aurora Soccer Club is hosting 
its very fi rst Oktoberfest!  

Advertorial

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Hospital  
master plan  
sneak peek

Let us know what you think  
of Southlake’s plans  
to expand the hospital.
With our community growing quickly, the hospital 
needs to expand to keep up. 

We’re developing a master plan to grow the  
hospital over the next 10, 20 and 30 years, so we  
can care for you and your family well into the future. 

We want your feedback. 

Join us on October 3, 2019, to take a sneak peek  
at the plans we’re developing and let us know  
what you think of them.

October 3, 2019
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Aurora Town Offices,
Council Chambers
100 John West Way, 
Aurora, ON

➜

Southlake.ca

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Votes 2019

Liberal Leah Taylor Roy wants to continue making difference in community

By Brock Weir

From part-time work to finance her 
education and, following Harvard, 
working for such organizations as the 
World Bank, Leah Taylor Roy says her 
experiences have helped her understand 
what people need to get ahead – and it 
is this experience she hopes to bring to 
the table should the residents of  Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill send her to 
Ottawa next month.

Ms. Taylor Roy, who secured the 
Federal Liberal nomination this summer, 
says being a Liberal, to her, means an 
environment that is “open to ideas, open 
to people, inclusive and caring.”

“I think Liberal values are the values 
that we want to move forward with in 
order to make sure Canada is a caring 
country,” she says. “It is not just about 
me or the individual.”

“Where you stand depends on where 
you sit,” says the mom-of-six, noting 
that the issues she sees on the minds 
of  Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill residents vary with each door she 
knocks on. That being said, three key 
issues are rising to the top: the economy, 
affordability, and the environment.

The Liberal track record on the 
economy, she says, is “very strong” with 
over one million new jobs created and 
the lowest unemployment rate in 40 
years.

“There are a lot of  things the Liberals 
have done very well and I think people 
are aware of  that and appreciate that, 
but at the same time there have been 
a lot of  cutbacks in the Province: the 
cutbacks to health services, to education, 
to seniors, people are feeling those things 
and I think there is a nervousness about 
what is going to happen going forward,” 
she says.

Affordability, particularly when it 
comes to housing, is a “big issue” in 
the Region and particularly impactful 

on seniors, she says. The Liberal Party 
has worked to increase CPP benefits for 
seniors, rolling back OAS from 67 to 65, 
as well as rolling out new initiatives along 
the campaign trail that address increases 
for both OAS and survivor benefits.

On the issue of  the environment, Ms. 
Taylor Roy says there are people who are 
concerned not just about what Canada 
is doing, but what “we can do” moving 
forward.

“I think they are looking to the 
Liberal party because the Liberal party 
has the most actionable and affordable 
plan in place,” she says. “I think the 
things that they have done already in 
terms of  trying to ensure that our green 
spaces are protected, and our marine 
spaces as well, is important. I think 
the ban on single use plastics that has 
been announced is important, and I 
think the price on pollution is actually 
supported by a number of  people, the 
fact that we have to look at what the 
full cost of  everything we do is, not just 
the cost to our pocketbook – what it is 
really costing us as a society and then 
using the proceeds from that to develop 
green technologies to figure out how to 

develop more carbon sinks; we know 
tree planting is a huge thing, but there 
are other ways we can do that.”

Putting a “price on pollution” was 
an election issue even before the writ 
was dropped earlier this month, with 
the governing Liberals promoting the 
issue with that term, with opponents, 
particularly the Conservatives, dubbing 
it a “carbon tax.” No matter the 
semantics, Ms. Taylor Roy says when she 
faces questions about the matter when 
door-knocking, she tries to underscore 
that “the price on pollution is designed 
to try and influence our behaviour, to 
have people think more about what they 
are doing when they make a purchase 
that has environmental impacts.”

“It is not simply a price to be paid on 
a punitive thing, rather [it is to] try and 
change behaviour,” she contends. “Most 
families will be getting a rebate that equals 
the price they are paying for pollution. It 
is still the best mechanism to influence 
our behaviour and we all need to change 
our behaviours in order to meet our 
environmental goals. I try to talk to them 
about the fact that the price on pollution 
is being incorporated into the price we 
pay is important so that we are making 
choices based on true costs and not just 
the manufactured cost of  something. I 
also try to talk to people about our future 
generations, that these issues are bigger 
than just our pocket book and it is really 
about what kind of  Canada we want: do 
we want to be a leader when it comes 
to the climate change crisis? We need 
to generate revenue to invest more into 
alternative forms of  energy and more 
research and to make Canada a leader 
in the field where we can export these 
technologies and help others, also just to 
set that example.”

To help bring about this change, one 
of  the biggest skills she says she brings 
to the table is her “total life experience” 
where “caring about people” was 
fundamental every step of  the way. Her 

father, a former Mayor of  Newmarket, 
imparted in her the value of  community 
service and building her own career 
from the ground up has given her a firm 
understanding of  “the hard work and 
people in our riding trying to work to get 
ahead, to succeed. It takes hard work, 
but it also takes opportunity in a fair 
playing field.”

“I think there has been a number of  
reasons for that, but I think the issues 
of  childcare, reproductive rights, health 
care, pay equity, of  making it so that 
women have equal opportunities that 
that they can function and be productive 
members of  society to the same extent is 
important and I think those are things we 
can still work on,” she says. “The Liberal 
government has a good track record and 
it is something I want to see happen even 
more.”

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

going on around pharmacare. Ideally, I 
would like someday to see a standard of  
health care so that if  you’re Canadian 
you can expect a standard of  health 
care no matter where you are. In terms 
of  social network supports, the National 
Housing Program is something that 
I would endorse and work towards 
advancing.

“I fully intend to keep the party 
accountable to the values I have signed 
on with, but at the same times, I fully 
expect the community will hold me 
to account. I think I have a good 
track record with that and I intend on 
continuing that way.

“Community is an absolute necessity 
for us to be successful – and it creates 
opportunities because people care and 
the experience itself  is life-changing.” 

Van Bynen carries 
Liberal Banner in 
north riding
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Phase 3 Now Open

TRIM THE You can own a home 
for as low as $41/day

AIM FOR

Cut out what you don’t need. Get what you’ve always wanted. 
Urban North allows you to spread your deposit on a new 
townhome over 18 monthly payments of just $1,250. 
This is less than the average cost of renting in the GTA. 

You can hit pause on some things you like such as concert tickets, 
expensive brands, latest gadgets, travel and even your morning 
caffè mocha, and you will find the funds to make your dreams 
come true. Embrace the opportunity. Embrace your goals. 

*$41/day based on 18 monthly payments of $1,250, after deposit of $2,500 on signing - valid on back-to-back towns only. See website for details.
Offer valid until product is sold out. Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist’s concept only E. & O. E.  © 2019 PACE Developments. All rights reserved.

$400s
 from

the lowTOWNS

Register Now

MyUrbanBarrie.ca

$25K DEPOSIT SPREAD OVER 18 MONTHS 
$2,500 ON SIGNING + 18 X $1,250/MONTH

STEPS TO BARRIE SOUTH GO STATION 

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING NATURE HAS TO OFFER

3-4 BEDROOMS  |  UP TO 2,142 SQ FT  |  2 CAR PARKING
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Aurora
Home hardware  
Building Centre

Do it yourself, Doesn’t Mean Do it Alone. Here’s How. 

Aurora and Schomberg Home Hardware Serving York Region and Surrounding Areas

Aurora Home Hardware is proud to announce 
50 Years of Serving Aurora and surrounding area with 

award winning customer service.
The Barfitt family extends a Thank You to all who  

have continued to support our Aurora and Schomberg locations.

Years
1 9 6 9  -  2 0 1 9

Aurora Home Hardware

50celebrating

Your Community Hardware Store

Schomberg
Home hardware

17250 Hwy 27, Unit 1
(in the Beer & Liquor Store plaza)

905-939-HOME (4663)

289 Wellington St. E.
Aurora

905-727-4751
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Aurora Home Hardware is proud to announce

50 Years of Serving Aurora and surrounding area 

with award winning customer service.

The Barfi tt family extends a

to all who have continued to support our 

Aurora and Schomberg locations.

Thank You
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Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

Plastic straw phase-out should go farther,  
says advocate

By Brock Weir

Strategies to reduce single-use 
plastic straw consumption in Aurora 
are welcome, but do not go far enough, 
according to advocates.

Council this week is set to give 
the formal green light to a series of  
measures designed to curb the use 
of  single-use plastic straws in Town 
facilities.

As The Auroran reported last week, 
local lawmakers are eyeing an “offer 
first” policy whereby vendors at Town 
facilities, such as local arenas, and 
Town-run special events, would offer 
plastic straws to customers rather than 
serving them automatically. 

Initiatives to reduce plastic waste 
have been before local lawmakers 
for a number of  years with Aurora’s 
Environmental Advisory Committee 
(now part of  the Aurora’s Community 
Advisory Committee) suggesting 
Council adopt a ban on plastic water 
bottles, while other citizen groups 
comprised of  residents’ of  all ages 
have been spearheading initiatives to 
make plastic straws and bags a thing 
of  the past.

Keeping Aurora away from a full 
ban on single-use plastic straws, 
however, is the issue of  accessibility 
where persons experiencing challenges 
might depend on plastic straws to 
access water and other beverages and 
alternatives to plastic straws, such as 
a paper option, have been found not 
to maintain their integrity in these 
instances.

Aurora’s move towards an offer-
first policy was greeted warmly by 
Ariana Dalie, representing Straw Free 
Aurora, a community group founded 
last year, who said it was a “great first 
step.”

“The Town is leading by example 

and following all levels of  government, 
which are moving to ban the single 
use of  plastic straws within the waste 
stream,” said Ms. Dalie, speaking at 
the Council podium in support of  the 
recommendation. “The report cites 
accessibility concerns as to one of  the 
barriers for the Town to completely 
ban the use of  plastic straws [and to 
me] obviously that is a valid concern 
and I am in total agreement that 
people with disabilities should not be 
denied access to plastic straws.”

That being said, however, she had a 
number of  questions and suggestions 
for Council and staff  alike, including 
that in addition to an offer-first policy, 
that alternative straws, such as paper 
straws, should be made available upon 
request.

“I think providing the option of  
having the paper straw will have a 
greater impact on the reduction of  
plastic straws,” she said.

She also questioned whether a 
second phase was being eyed on 
plastic straws where the Town would 
include local restaurants and other 
eateries in the initiatives. Major chain 
restaurants, she noted, are already 
using paper straws when serving 
beverages and there should be “no 
issues implementing an offer-first 
policy” beyond Town facilities.

“My ask today is whether Council 
would consider, in addition to the 
recommendations on the report, 
doing a study to show the results of  
the first initiative and, second, would 
they consider including the rest of  the 
local eateries within Aurora?”

Council, sitting at the Committee 
level, ultimately voted to implement 
the Offer-First policy at all Town 
facilities and took up the suggestion 
that staff  report back to Council with 
an update on the initiative after the 
first year.

“This is a good first step but I 
would like to see [it go to] all single-
use plastics, regardless of  whether or 
not it is a straw, bottle, or whatnot,” 
said Mayor Tom Mrakas. “I think 
everyone in this room is probably 
guilty of  the biggest one, which is 
going and getting your cup of  coffee. 
I think if  we educate ourselves and 
we go out and get the refillable coffee 
cups and each take that step, one at a 
time we can make a difference. I am 
looking forward to continuing to move 
forward and progress to a point where 
we can eliminate single use plastics, 
especially within this municipality.”

Councillor Rachel Gilliland shared 
similar enthusiasm, noting she was 
impressed with the work of  Ms. 
Dalie’s Straw Free Aurora group even 

before she was elected to Council last 
fall.

“I am very strongly for the plastic 
ban,” she said. “Both the Federal and 
Provincial government have said they 
have strong commitments to banning 
single-use plastics by 2021. Toronto 
is also doing a very comprehensive 
report. I am in support of  the 
initiative, the Accessibility Committee 
was in support of  it as well. We 
also talked about the introduction 
of  biodegradable plastics and new, 
innovative products could be an 
option. They understand you need to 
have some sort of  option to offer for 
Accessibility, so they are very happy 
about that.”

Council’s decision is set to be 
formally ratified this week. 
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905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

SERVICE & PARTS • OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
7:30AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-NOON

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY • 7:30AM-8PM

Carman Widdess 
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New Car 
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905-841-8190 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca
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◊Leasing offers available O.A.C. from Hyundai Financial Services based on a new 2019 Elantra GT Preferred manual/2019 Kona 2.0L Essential FWD with an annual lease rate of 0%/2.49%. Total lease obligation is $11,454/$16,796. Weekly lease payment of $73/$55 for a 36/60-month walk-away lease. Down payment of $0/$2,395 and first monthly payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to 
down payment amount. Lease offer includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,710/$1,810, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). Lease offer excludes registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. $0 security deposit on all models. 16,000 km allowance per year applies. Additional charge of $0.12/km. †Finance offers available O.A.C. 
from Hyundai Financial Services based on new in-stock 2019 Elantra GT Preferred manual models with an annual finance rate of 0%. Cost of borrowing is $0. Selling price is $22,434. Weekly payments are $86 for 60 months. $0 down payment required. Trade-in value may be applied to down payment amount. Finance offers include Delivery and Destination charge of $1,710, levies and all applicable charges 
(excluding HST). Finance offers exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. ΩPrice adjustments are calculated against the vehicle’s starting price. Price adjustments of $4,000/$4,000/$4,000 available on cash purchase only of all new in-stock 2019 Tucson/2019 Elantra Sport/2019 Santa Fe models. Price adjustments applied before taxes. 
Offer cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. ♦Price of model shown: 2019 Kona 1.6T Trend AWD Pulse Red with Black Roof/2019 Elantra GT Luxury Intense Blue is $29,242/$26,292. Price includes Delivery and Destination charges of $1,810/$1,710, levies and all applicable charges (excluding HST). 
Prices exclude registration, insurance, PPSA, license fees and dealer admin. fees of up to $499. Fees may vary by dealer. †◊Ω♦Offers available for a limited time and subject to change or cancellation without notice. Vehicle colour is subject to availability. Delivery and Destination charge includes freight, P.D.I. and a full tank of gas. Dealer may sell for less. Inventory is limited, dealer order may be required. Offer 
cannot be combined or used in conjunction with any other available offers. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be assigned. No vehicle trade-in required. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. ™/®The Hyundai name, logos, product names, feature names, images and slogans are trademarks owned or licensed by Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. All other trademarks are the property 
of their respective owners. ∇Android Auto™ is compatible with Android phones running Android Lollipop or newer. Android Auto may not be available on all devices and is not available in all countries or regions. Additional apps may be required. Visit www.android.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Android and Android Auto are trademarks of Google Inc. ‡Apple CarPlay™ works with iPhone 
5s, iPhone 5c, iPhone 5 and later models running the latest version of iOS 7 and above. CarPlay™ may not be available on all devices and may not be available in all countries or regions. Visit www.apple.com for further details and any applicable limitations. Apple, Apple CarPlay and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc. ▼When the vehicle is parked, Safe Exit Assist (SEA) can alert occupants planning to exit the 
vehicle when a vehicle is approaching from behind. When Child Locks are active, SEA prevents the rear doors from opening if a vehicle approaching from behind is detected. SEA may not detect every vehicle and may not avoid an accident. SEA is not a substitute for attentive operation of the vehicle. Always monitor the vehicle’s surroundings before any passengers exit the vehicle. See Owner’s Manual for 
important details and limitations. *Initial Quality is based on 2019 models. Long-term evaluation of three-year-old vehicle dependability is based on 2016 model-year vehicles. For J.D. Power award information, go to jdpower.com/awards. ††Hyundai’s Comprehensive Limited Warranty coverage covers most vehicle components against defects in workmanship under normal use and maintenance conditions. 
±Certain restrictions apply. Customers must present their proof of military relationship and I.D. at time of purchase to receive special price discount off their purchase. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. Visit www.hyundaicanada.com or see dealer for complete details. 1For further details, terms and conditions visit www.hyundaicanada.com/buyright or your local dealer. 2Vehicle exchange 
program is valid from August 1, 2018 as part of the Hyundai BuyRight™ promise. Hyundai Auto Canada Corp. will provide a 5-day vehicle exchange to eligible customers who finance or purchase a new and unused Hyundai vehicle, includes vehicles registered as demos provided they have 100 km or less at the time of delivery. Exchange of a vehicle for another Hyundai brand vehicle must be made within five 
(5) business days after the delivery date with up to a maximum of 750 km on the odometer. Exchange is subject to customer finance approval, as applicable, and other applicable finance terms and conditions. The vehicle being returned must be damage-free, must not have been in an accident, and installed vehicle accessories must be intact. Vehicle exchange must be made for a different model or trim. 
Customers cannot return their vehicle in order to purchase the same vehicle. Customers who cannot provide evidence of active and continuous insurance/registration during the time of ownership are not eligible. Vehicle exchange program is only applicable to the original purchaser of the vehicle and is non-transferable. Only one (1) vehicle can be returned per household through the program. Only one (1) 
return per eligible VIN. Subject to certain exceptions, the vehicle cannot have been modified in any way from original, including the addition of aftermarket accessories that were not previously installed at time of delivery. The vehicle must be returned with a full tank of gas to the dealership where customer originally took delivery. Customers will only qualify for retail incentives that were in place at the time of sale 
for their exchanged vehicle. Any incentive introduced after original delivery date shall not be applicable. New vehicle contract must be of the same sale type and term of returning vehicle. Any additional costs, fees or expenses that arise from the customer initiating the program shall be the responsibility of the customer and the dealer. Vehicle exchange program is subject to revision or cancellation at any time.

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. Charges may vary by dealer.
Active and veteran Military personnel receive up to $1,000 in price adjustments±.
See Build & Price on hyundaicanada.com for details.

1Learn more at hyundaicanada.com/buyright

Express Shopping
5-Day Vehicle Exchange2

Owner Reviews
5-Year Warranty††

hyundaicanada.com

Year††5 Warranty
2019 ELANTRA Sport 

Key features include:

    1.6L Turbocharged engine: 201 horsepower, 195 Ib-ft 
of torque

    6-speed manual transmission or available 7-speed 
dual clutch transmission 

   18" alloy wheels

in price adjustmentsΩ 
on ALL 2019 Elantra Sport models

Get $4,000  

#1 Ranked Midsize SUV
 in Initial and Long-Term 
Quality in the U.S.*

2019 SANTA FE

Key features include:

   Available HTRAC™ All-Wheel Drive
   Available Safe Exit Assist▼ — World’s First
   Standard Android AutoTM∇ and Apple CarPlayTM‡

in price adjustmentsΩ 
on ALL 2019 Santa Fe models

Get $4,000  

GET UP TO

$4,000 
IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTSΩ

ON SELECT MODELS.

LEASE◊
 OR  

FINANCE† 0% 
ON OTHER SELECT MODELS.

FROM

Trend model shown ♦

2019 North American
Utility Vehicle of the Year™

2019 KONA
Lease the 2.0L 

Essential FWD for only At For

months with 
$2,395 down◊

Weekly
2.49% 60 $55

Standard key features include:

    7.0" touch-screen and rearview camera 
    Android AutoTM∇ and Apple CarPlayTM‡ 
    Drive Mode Select

WELCOME TO "THE NEW" AURORA HYUNDAI
NEW THINKING, NEW POSSIBILITIES

FACTORY

AUTHORIZED 2019
AUTHORIZED 0 9

CAR-MAN AND KONA 
BARBECUING IT UP IN STYLE!

CAR-MAN AND KONA 
BARBECUING IT UP IN STYLE!

Hurry, when the 2019s are gone...

they’re gone.

2019 TUCSON

Key features include:

   Available HTRAC™ All-Wheel Drive
   Standard Android AutoTM∇ and Apple CarPlayTM‡

   Available panoramic sunroof

in price adjustmentsΩ 
on ALL 2019 Tucson models

Get $4,000  

★ ON THE SPOT FINANCE & LEASE APPROVALS ★
 ★  HIGHEST TRADE VALUES ★ GIVEAWAYS ★

SUNDAY

29
SEPTEMBER

SALESSALESevent

SUMMER 

CLEAROUT

10AM - 5PM

HYUNDAI  SUNDAY

NEW 2020 HYUNDAI PALISADE NOW AVAILABLE!& IN-STOCK

Year††5 Warranty

Year††5 Warranty

Year††5 Warranty

Year††5 Warranty
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Sports Camp & Year Round
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

September 12, 2019 (Thurs) - October 17, 2019 (Thurs) 
November 7, 2019 (Thurs) - December 12, 2019 (Thurs) 

January 9, 2020 (Thurs) - February 13, 2020 (Thurs)

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
Price: $170.00 +HST
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Join us for a 6 week program focused on the development of individual shooting, 
stick handling, creativity and passing skills, as well as game situation type skills. 

For boys and girls ages 6-12. 

Caring for 
Our Community

newroads.ca
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

7TH annual induction Celebration
BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY

THURSDAY  NOVEMBER 7th ,  2019
St. Andrew’s College

Cocktails: 6pm  |  Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: Rod Black

Live Fantasy Auction

TICKETS : $125
BUY YOUR TICKETS AT:

aurorashof.ca

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  i n d u c t e e s :

Reg Chappell | Jim Clark|  Dave Gardner/Ryan Gardner  |  Travis Romagnoli

Junior A Tigers still in search of first win

Aurora’s Payten Schaly carries the puck into the Stouffville end in the Tigers’ 6 - 4 loss to the 
Spirit at the ACC on Friday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

Things have gone from bad to 
worse for the junior A Aurora Tigers, 
whose roar has been little more than 
a whimper in the early goings of  
the Ontario Junior Hockey League 
season.

A trio of  losses over a busy 
weekend has the franchise winless in 
their first five regular season games, 
an unprecedented feat for the Tigers 
in the OJHL era.

Defensive woes has plagued the 
club from the beginning, giving up 
five and six-goal efforts throughout 
their first two games, a trend that 
continued into their home-and-home 
series with the Stouffville Spirit over 

the weekend.
Hosting the Spirit at the Aurora 

Community Centre on Friday night, 
the Tigers trailed 4 – 2 after two 
periods, hanging on by a thread 
thanks to goals from Paten Schaly 
and Sebastian Tamburro.

Schaly brought it within a one-goal 
score on the powerplay early in the 
third before Bryce Young was able to 
even it up, though Stouffville’s Luke 
Strickland notched the game winner 
with just under eleven minutes to 
play.

The Spirit added an empty netter 
for a final score of  6 – 4.

The struggles continued at 
Stouffville Arena on Saturday, where 
the Tigers were blanked in a 3 – 0 
final. Goaltender Christian Filippetti 

was peppered with pucks, forced to 
make 35 stops on 38 shots.

College and pro scouts alike 
took to the Harbor Center in 
Buffalo on Monday for the OJHL’s 
annual showcase, where a shining 
performance from Filippetti was one 
of  few bright spots to feature for the 
Tigers in a 3 – 2 matinee loss to the 
Toronto Jr. Patriots.

Jackson Clark notched his first 
goal in a Tigers uniform at just the 
right time in front of  a large gathered 
crowd, while Bryce Young picked up 
his second goal and third point of  the 
regular season. Filippetti managed 35 
saves on 35 shots from the Patriots.

The loss marked just the latest in a 
string of  subpar performances for the 
Tigers to open the season, albeit the 
first to manage to keep the final score 
within a one-goal margin.

Two weeks in, and it is already 
quite a hole for the Tigers to dig 

themselves out: the Aurora club and 
the Buffalo Jr. Sabres remain the only 
teams in the entire 22-team OJHL to 
yet find themselves on the right side 
of  the scoreboard, and are already 
eight points back of  the division-
leading Collingwood Colts and 
Markham Royals.

The Burlington Cougars lead the 
conference at a perfect 6 – 0 record.

The going does not get any easier 
this weekend, when the Tigers will 
try to right the ship against the 6-2-
0-0 Trenton Golden Hawks in a 
road game on Friday evening. They 
continue their road swing in visiting 
the Colts in Collingwood for a Sunday 
afternoon matinee.

Aurora next plays host to the 
St. Michael’s Majors on Saturday, 
October 5.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.
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Call me today.Enjoy better 
savings

Bundle your car and 
home insurance.

Richard Gong, Agent  
905-727-6333 

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  .  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

Ask us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about ourAsk us about our
EBERTS SCHOLARSHIPEBERTS SCHOLARSHIPEBERTS SCHOLARSHIP
BURSARYBURSARYBURSARY for incoming for incoming for incomingBURSARY for incomingBURSARYBURSARYBURSARY for incomingBURSARY for incomingBURSARY for incomingBURSARYBURSARYBURSARY for incomingBURSARY
Grade 9 or 10 students! Grade 9 or 10 students! Grade 9 or 10 students! 

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE  |  Thursday, October 10, 9am – 11am; 7pm – 9pm  

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

CDS_KWS_2019-09-19_FINAL.indd   1 2019-09-10   5:10 PM

A Spectrum North Baton routine won these five young ladies first place at Provincials 
this past May 2019. These girls have been working together the past two years and 
all the endless practices paid off. This season this team suffered some injury set backs 
with a broken foot and another member with a concussion. They pulled it all togeth-
er when it counted and rose to the top of the podium. Our club director, Jennifer 
Meron couldn’t be prouder on how well they finished the season.  Can’t wait to see 
what next year brings!

Sport Aurora's Mayor’s 
Breakfast of  Champions

Spectrum North  
Baton Club

Toronto Marlies returning to 
Newmarket this weekend

By Jake Courtepatte

April, 1991: Missing the Calder Cup 
playoffs for the second straight year, the 
Newmarket Saints skated out of  the Ray 
Twinney Complex for what many expected 
to be the last time, soon to be rebranded the 
St. John’s Maple Leafs.

Yet, 28 years later, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs farm team will return to its 
Newmarket home this Sunday, September 
29 to take on a bitter rival.

Now having found success as the Toronto 
Marlies since moving from Newfoundland 
fourteen years ago, the storied club will 
play host to the Rochester Americans in 
a preseason match to benefit the Central 
York Girls Hockey Association.

“The Toronto Marlies have been 
committed to helping promote and grow 
female hockey so our partnership was 
an easy choice,” said Richard Clarke, 
President of  the CYGHA. “Being able to 
bring the Marlies home to Newmarket to 
play the first AHL game since 1991 when 
Ray Twinney was their home ice, and they 
were known as the Newmarket Saints, is 
a wonderfully nostalgic thing to be able to 
offer our membership and community that 
is steeped richly in hockey.”

A full day of  events has now been added 
to the program, starting with a pancake 
breakfast served all morning with free coffee 
and orange juice served up by McDonalds. 
A showcase has been prepared to promote 

all levels of  the CYGHA throughout the 
morning, before the junior A Panthers 
squad takes to the ice at noon to take on the 
Nepean Wildcats.

Outdoor hockey-themed events will 
run throughout the day, including a mini 
concert featuring the Hwy 11 Entertainers, 
free hot dogs supplied by Maple Lodge 
Farms, free coffee supplied by Tim Horton’s 
(a donation to the Newmarket Food Pantry 
would be appreciated in exchange for free 
food) food trucks and more.

An autograph session featuring former 
Maple Leafs Rick Vaive and Gary Leeman 
from 2:30 – 3:30 will set up the 4 p.m. 
puck drop between the Marlies and the 
Americans, where a set of  Leaf  tickets will 
be given away to one lucky fan.

Now in its 26th year, the CYGHA has 
grown to include over 1,000 members, with 
a portion of  the festivity’s earnings going to 
the Panthers organization.

“To have grown to over 1,000 players 
aged 4-65+ and be celebrating 25 years 
was something we wanted to do up big,” 
said organizer Jenn Cuypers. “The Marlies 
suggested a possible exhibition game in the 
area we could host…they took a look at the 
Ford Pad at the Community Centre but 
quickly asked to use the much larger rink at 
Ray Twinney.” 

Tickets are going for a two-for-one price of  
$35, which includes a ticket to the Marlies Family 
Day game on February 17 at Scotiabank Arena in 
Toronto against the Binghamton Devils. They can 
be found at www.marlies.live/newmarket.

Central-York Panther 
players hang out 
with Toronto Marlies 
mascot, Duke, at the 
announcement of the 
Marlies preseason game 
at Ray Twinney Complex, 
coming this Sunday. 

Photo courtesy 
of Jennifer Cuypers
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN – The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion held its 
annual drumhead service at the Aurora Cemetery on September 15. The drumhead service is a 
ceremony to remember those who served in the Armed Forces and came back home, many of 
whom were laid to rest in the south Aurora burial ground. The previous evening, cadets and 
volunteers lit candles and placed them on all appropriate graves. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Arctic Foxes program ready to make a splash in 
soccer community

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Arctic Foxes are looking to 
bring a new outlook to the Aurora minor 
soccer community.

The budding girls-only program is 
fresh off  of  its inaugural summer season, 
and on the lookout for passionate athletes 
to join the squad for the indoor winter 
season.

Despite your minor athlete’s age or skill 
level, read on: the Foxes program has a 
motto consisting of  the right to play for 
all, and “developing players to help them 
become better people first, and better 
soccer players as a byproduct.”

“We wanted to create an alternative 
to existing soccer clubs and academy 
programs. Each year a lot of  girls can’t 
participate in structured soccer activities 
for a number of  reasons,” said Max Drozd, 
one of  the program’s coaches, listing off  
factors such as financial difficulties, lack of  
experience, limited space, and differences 

in physical development.
Following a successful summer season 

dubbed “Enhance – 2019”, the indoor 
season will take a different approach in 
focusing on futsal, a five-on-five game 
played on hardwood, a system that Drozd 
said is proven to have each team member 
have about four times more touches than 
in a normal soccer match.

“It is hugely beneficial to developing 
quick thinking, decision making, and foot 
skills,” said Drozd.

The training continues off  the pitch 
in the form of  in-class sessions and 
homework, that includes covering health 
and nutrition, psychological approach to 
competition, theoretical background of  
play, and the history of  the game.

As for pricing, the club works with local 
organizations to offer the sport at a bare 
minimum price.

“Financial barriers should never 
prevent a child from learning and 
playing,” said Drozd. “Soccer is a sport 
played world-wide by millions of  people.

“We donate our time to our players, 
expecting to be repaid in quality of  effort 
and determination. Paying high fees will 
never guarantee results, but investing your 
heart and soul into something surely will.”

The program is already making 
significant strides after just its initial 
summer season: the Arctic Foxes were 
recently named one of  a number of  
grassroots programs around the world to 
be a “sister club” of  the storied Arsenal 
women’s franchise in England, giving 
members the opportunity to attend 
online coaching workshops led by the 
Arsenal Women Development Officer, 
be given coaching plans and resources, 
and connect the girls in their teams with 
Arsenal players.

“The project itself  started with two 
soccer dads watching the game and 

talking about how soccer education is 
different around the world,” said Drozd. 
“It just so happened that the English 
Football Association model was discussed.

“Obviously there are differences 
between European and North American 
ways of  playing the game, so we tried 
to imagine how to unite the best parts 
of  both in a custom soccer program for 
our daughters, all different ages...One 
thing leads to another, and we found out, 
that one of  the biggest European clubs 
– Arsenal Women FC – has a sister club 
program, which happens to be exactly 
what we thought that the ‘best of  both 
worlds’ will be.”

To learn more about the program, you can get 
in contact at aurora.arctic.foxes@gmail.com, or 
check out www.arcticfoxes.ca.
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905.727.4258 
www.tholiver.com 

1924 - 95 Years Serving York Region - 2019   

It might have been a relatively benign 
form of  protest when the soldiers 
essentially autographed a biscuit of  
hardtack in 1885, but now, nearly 135 
years later, it’s an evocative piece of  
history that is helping to tell a much 
larger – and ongoing – story in Swift & 
Bold.

Swift & Bold, an initiative of  the 
Aurora Museum of  Archives, is the 
name of  a new exhibition charting 
Aurora’s storied history with the 
Queen’s York Rangers Regiment and a 
documentary of  the same name, both 
of  which will premiere this Saturday 
night, September 28, at the Church 
Street School. 

The Aurora Museum & Archives 
has been working on Swift & Bold for 
several seasons, brainstorming the idea 
of  a two-pronged approach to celebrate 
Aurora’s enduring relationship with the 
Rangers to coincide with the renovation 
and re-opening of  their one-time Aurora 
home, the historic Aurora Armoury, as 
the new campus of  Niagara College’s 
Canadian Food & Wine Institute. 

For the Museum, it was a chance 
to revisit old, perhaps forgotten, local 
history as a new chapter begins.

“This really is a comprehensive 
project,” says Michelle Johnson of  
the Aurora Museum and Archives. 
“The exhibition takes a deep dive 
into the details of  the origin of  the 
regiment through to the current day. 

The documentary is as comprehensive 
in scope, interspersed with family 
connections to Aurora, which brings 
the personal touch into it.”

“We also wanted to show (viewers 
and museum-goers) that the Queen’s 
York Rangers are still here,” adds 
curator Shawna White, comparing the 
Regiment’s presence when they were 
at the historic Armoury abutting Town 
Park to the current Lt. Gov. John Graves 
Simcoe Armoury on Industrial Parkway 
South. “They used to be a lot more 
visible in the community, especially 
after World War Two when they would 
drive their tanks down Mosley (to and 
from the Armoury) and people were a 
little ticked off  with the damage that got 
done to roads. They were more visible 
with the cadets that were parading in 
the park but they are a little bit hidden 
away now. 

“They are still here, they have been 
here in August since 1874, and that is 
a huge connection. It is bringing that 
back so the community is aware and 
they can celebrate with us.”

The community may have had a 
sneak peek of  coming attractions in 
recent months as the Museum, and 
filmmakers Mountain Goat, took over 
various locations around York Region 
for historic re-enactments that feature in 
the documentary, including Shepherd’s 
Bush Conservation Area here in 
Aurora, and the recreated First World 
War trench, which is now on display at 

Conservator Miriam Harris installs the Queen’s York Rangers’ 1878 Colours in the exhibition 
space. They are in the process of a full conservation and have been stabilized for display.

 Photo by Michelle Johnson

the Georgina Military Museum. 
Helping guide the process – as well as 

secure some rarely seen artefacts from 
other museums for Swift & Bold – has 
been Jeremy Hood, who comes to the 
Aurora Museum & Archives from the 
Queen’s York Rangers’ Regimental 
Museum at Fort York.

“They have a really significant 
collection and it felt like a really good 
opportunity to dive in and bring some 
really fascinating stories to life,” says 
Mr. Hood. “Every time I am in the 
archive at Fort York I’m discovering 
new stories and a lot of  stories that do 
relate directly back to Aurora because 
so many of  the Battalion’s activities took 
place here, even before the Armoury 
was established in 1874. In 1812, for 
example, a lot of  the militia for the First 
York Militia was drawn from this area, 
all up and down Yonge Street.”

Mr. Hood’s efforts have also helped 
the Aurora Museum & Archives achieve 
a long-held dream, at least temporarily, 
by bringing an important piece of  local 
history out from the shadows: a bugle 
presented to the Regiment very publicly 
in Aurora following the Fenian Raids in 
the late 1800s.

“I was speechless about the breadth 
of  the Queen’s York Rangers, their 
history and how far back it went,” said 
Ms. Johnson. “Just seeing all the stories, 
the history laid out and understanding 
the characteristics that these individual 
soldiers must have had to go into 
conflicts, enlist, and this [has allowed 
me to gain even more of] an incredible 
amount of  respect for the Regiment as 
a whole and just everybody that has 
been a part of  it through time.”

Adds Ms. White: “Aurora has a rich 
history I think a lot of  people now 
might not necessarily be aware of. This 
is just another way to illustrate that and 
say, ‘Wow, this is a really cool place 
and there is a lot going on here,’ just 
bringing that back to the forefront for 
people.”

“This is not just a legacy piece, 
but an ongoing narrative,” notes Ms. 
Johnson.”

Swift & Bold: The Queen’s York Rangers 
launches at the Aurora Museum & Archives 
(22 Church Street) this Saturday, September 
28, from 7 – 9 p.m. Invitation to the 
documentary premiere and exhibition opening is 
free, but RSVP to swhite@aurora.ca.

Michelle Johnson and Jeremy Hood of the Aurora Museum & Archives provide a sneak peak of 
the new exhibition, which opens Saturday in conjunction with Culture Days. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

protocol might be in a place like this. 
There was none. It is a place where the 
three solitudes do meet. Yellowknife 
gets along better than most places. It 
was just about talking to people.”

Bidini admitted that his book is 
perhaps a reductionist portrait of  the 
place.

“It’s like I’m just passing through. 
But I hope the book will encourage 
people to go there. We owe it to 
ourselves to explore those parts of  
the country,” he said, pointing to 
the process of  reconciliation with 

First Nations in answer to a question 
posed by a member of  the audience. 

As Weir wondered if  Yellowknife is 
in a transition phase and asked Bidini 
about the direction he thinks it may 
be headed, the author responded, “It 
will always seem like 1973. It’s like 
it’s always lost in time a bit because 
it is so far north and the priority is 
to survive. That’s what holds the 
town together. It is a really tough 
place to live,” he said, the poignancy 
in his words taking us along on his 
Northern travels, one experience at 
a time.   

Documentary film highlights service, history of QYR

Author, musician Bidini 
highlights time in Yellowknife  
at Library
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905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

Learning is alive at The Royal. Bring 
your herd to be inspired, educated and 
entertained because nothing opens young 
eyes and minds to the wide world of 
agriculture like a trip to The Royal.

ROYALFAIR.ORGGET AGRICULTURED

Take            or                directly to the fair. Children 12 years old and under ride free.

E X H I B I T I O N  P L A C E ,  T O R O N T O     T I C K E T S  A T  R O Y A L F A I R . O R G

kidsyour
CAN’T WAIT
OUR KIDS

TO M� T
kidsyour

CAN’T WAIT
OUR KIDS

TO M� T

LOCAL FOOD • HORSE SHOW • LIVESTOCK SHOW
FAMILY FUN • SHOPPING • CRAFT BEER & CIDER

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT • HORTICULTURE • EDUCATION

Family Pass

  $60*

2 adults, 2 kids

*plus fees and 
taxes

CRUISIN’ FOR A REASON – Rain couldn’t dampen spirits last week as the Highway 11 Cruisers 
and NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC held their Classic & Custom Car, Truck and Bike 
Show. This annual event raised funds for Big Brothers Big Sisters of York. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

I think I should have 
no other mortal wants, if I could 
always have plenty of music. It 
seems to infuse strength into my 
limbs and ideas into my brain. Life 
seems to go on without effort, when 
I am filled with music. – George Eliot

Many of  our readers know that music 
can be truly a source of  incredible 
pleasure and entertainment. But, did 
you know that it can be a powerful form 
of  prayer, meditation and healing? As 
I am sitting right now and listening to 
beautiful instrumental music by Tim 
Janis, the words come pouring forth 
onto my computer screen.

Since the beginning of  humanity, 
spiritual healers known as shamans 
have used drums, bells and rattles to 
drive disease from the body, depression 
from the mind and sad despair from the 
soul.

Music in all its beauty gently finds 
you and awakens such positive and 
healing thoughts. Yes, it can make you 
cry, it can help you reflect and calm 
your mind, which is a much-needed 
step towards healing.   Have you ever 
had an opportunity to either sit on your 
balcony, feel the warm sun, close your 
eyes and just listen to nature? There is 
such sweet music in the air.

September, sweet September, a 
month that tells us soon nature will take 
a rest, a much-needed rest, for all the 
glory it has given us throughout the 
spring and summer and into fall. Music 
strikes at the heart, even Alzheimer 
patients who have lost their inner 
bearings often respond to music when 
all else has failed.

Last summer I lost my first principal 
when I began teaching.  He was such 
a joyful soul, who had survived polio 
as a child. He had a tremendous 
compassionate heart for children, 
especially those who struggled in every 
way. I miss him terribly and I know that 

he had Alzheimer’s and 
only wish that music was played for him.

I grew up listening to Gordon 
Lightfoot, Linda Ronstadt, Carole 
King, James Taylor and then into hard 
rock such as Led Zepplin. However, I 
still love that music, but my soul says 
quiet, please, and so I enjoy classical 
music especially when I am writing. If  
you need to focus your concentration, 
listening to Mozart can increase your 
clarity.

So, while you are painting, knitting, 
making pottery or writing or even 
cramming for an exam, Mozart will 
help stimulate your creative being.  I 
have heard of  people who have used 
the sounds of  a piano to calm their cats 
when they’re confined indoors because 
of  injury or illness. 

So dear readers, ten minutes of  
Chubby Checker can shake the deepest 
doldrums, because rhythm reduces 
anxiety. Get off  the couch and play 
some music. Acknowledging your mood 
swings and honoring their reality with 
music will only reduce any tension and 
help you feel like yourself  again. So, 
enjoy this September with all of  nature’s 
own music, or the music in your home. 
When you walk, maybe plug into some 
music with your iPod and lose yourself  
in the sound of  sweet music.

May this September fill your hearts 
with music to feed your spirit, to nurture 
your soul, to help you in letting go of  
what you don’t really need.

HAPPENINGS AT THE 
SENIORS’ CENTRE

THERAPY DOGS. The St. John’s 
Ambulance Therapy dogs visit the 
Seniors’ Centre periodically on a 
Wednesday to comfort people by their 
presence. 

PICKLEBALL. Have you ever 
wanted to learn how to play this fast-
growing sport, which is a cross between 
tennis, badminton, and table tennis? 
Beginner orientation commenced 

Friday, September 6 and will continue 
on the first Friday of  October and 
November.

FALL COLOUR TOUR. Drive 
through the headwaters of  the credit 
to experience the fall colours on 
Thursday, October 3. The bus leaves 
the Stronach Recreation Centre 

at 8.30 a.m. and returns around 6 
p.m. Lunch will be served at Mrs. 
Mitchell’s Restaurant. The cost is 
$113 for members of  the Aurora 
Seniors Association and $123 for 
non-members. You can sign up at 
Reception or call Andrew Bailey at 
905-727-3123, extension 3611.SENIOR

SCAPE
Christina Doyle
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Hospice 
shared 
values

Thanks to the team at  
Lowe’s East Gwullimbury for 

choosing Hospice as their charity of 
choice for September.

 Each donation at the cash register 
will be matched through the 

Lowe’s Canada Heroes program. 

Coming - Sunday, Nov 3rd Pfaff Volkswagen 

Day of Wellness in support of Hospice

We love 3rd Party Fundraisers

St. Andrew’s Valley 
Ladies Pink Ribbon Tournament 
raised $5,000!

HEROES

KWRC Golf 
Tournament 

$7,000!
raised 
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CROSSWORD

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Quarter Valley Stables   
15134 Dufferin Street, King City,   

Ontario  L7B 1K5

We are excited to accept new boarders and students at our newly 
upgraded facility. It boasts an 150 x 220 outdoor arena. And a  

80 x 200 indoor arena with a large heated viewing room/ lounge 
to provide a comfortable area for parents and siblings to sit and 
watch lessons. We have trails and numerous paddocks for our 

horses to enjoy some grass and relax.  

PLEASE DROP BY FOR A VISIT.

Built on a strong foundation of continuous 
fi replace innovation, the Valor Linear Series 
welcomes the fi rst of its kind, a wide-format 
fi replace that integrates linear design with 

impressive radiant heat technology.
Soothing, relaxed fl ames illuminate the 

natural fi re elements while creating a casual 
and comfortable atmosphere.

1324 WellingtonSt. W., King City 905-727-2392

Snowball Hearth 
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

THE ORIGINAL 
RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE
WWW.VALORFIREPLACE.COM

®

®

® Linear Series

Central York Fire Services hosted their annual family-friendly open house at Station 4-4 on 

Wellington Street East near Leslie Street. Featuring demonstrations and other fun activities, 

the event was, once again, a huge hit with people of all ages. (Top) Budding firefighter Ben 

gets up close and personal with one of the CYFS apparatus. (Middle) Fire students gave kids 

like Logan a chance to feel the full power of a fire house and hit a target, helping put out a 

mock fire. Bottom: Aveen tries a fire truck on for size. 
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger 

A BLAZE OF FUN
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE 
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory  

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road,

Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CARPET
STAIRS • GRANITE PORCELAIN • TILES

WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Reduces

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Interior & Exterior
PAINTING

Trim
Carpentry

905-841-3424
www.stevecale.com
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

SERVICES PERSONAL

FOR RENT
(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPETPAYROLL ADMINISTRATOR: 
King City, Ontario. Position start date 
immediately. Must have some Canadian 
payroll experience. E-mail resume to: 
Inez Querin, Payroll Manager IQuerin@
rbsomerville.com No phone calls please.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

ADVERTISE IN THE 
AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS 
905-727-3300 EXT. 102

SEARCHING for ADOPTED SISTER / AUNT. Born Mary 
Ethel Forrest, November 16, 1945, at Lord Dufferin Hospital in 
Orangeville, Ontario. Born to Mary Topham Forrest. Adopted 
through Simcoe County CAS. Anyone know any information on 
how my Mother or myself  can reach her, please contact David at 
705-279-8871, or friendly-giant@hotmail.com

BRIGHT 2 BDRM BASEMENT APARTMENT near Aurora High School. 
$1500/mo including utilities and home furniture. 647-901-8168.

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 25
Garden Aurora 

September monthly meeting 
features Nick McGowan 
presenting on: Growing 
Cannabis. Join us at 8:00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North for tips and tricks 
on gardening, refreshments, and the opportunity to join our 
club as a member. More info at www.gardenaurora.com or 
905-713-6660.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 

continues this evening with Ewa Chwojko-Srawley on 
“The Obtacle Race: Three Centuries of Art by Canadian 
Women” from 7 – 9 p.m. Women have traditionally been 
ignored in the Arts – and Canada is no exception! What 
were the obstacles put in their way? What courage (or 
tricks) did it take for them to follow their passions? Who 
succeeded, and who is still waiting in the wings to be 
discovered? The Obstacle Race: Three Centuries of Art by 
Canadian Women will open the doors to this little-known 
world, and you will meet some amazing artists. Passion and 
intrigue guaranteed. 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora Ontario. 
$5/Member, $7/Non-Member. For more information call 
905-727-8991 or community@aurorahs.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this afternoon 
at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 
3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults (from 
francophone to beginners with a good base) looking to 
put their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

* * * *
A Community Gospel Concert will take place this 

afternoon at The Gathering Place (210 Edward Street) 
celebrating Jim Edwards’ 90th birthday. He will be joined 
by his children Bonnie Wallace, Heather Steckly, Mark 
Edwards, April Joy and Scott Edwards. Free will offering 
for the Gathering Place Building Fund. Refreshments 
served after concert. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9
The PROBUS Club of Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal 
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. 
The speaker today is Brock Godfrey, with the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre.  For more information on this month’s 
speaker please call David Brisley at 905-841-9338. New 
Members Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or 
be our guest at the meeting. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10 
Celebrate the Colours of Fall at Aurora Town Park with 

one final concert tonight from 6 – 8 p.m. As the colourful 

leaves fall off the trees, 
come enjoy one last 
concert in Aurora’s Town 
Park. The Colours of Fall 
Concert will include live 
music, pumpkin carving 
and corn roast. As you 

nestle into your blanket while nibbling on some good ol’ 
fashioned roasted corn, enjoy live entertainment provided 
by Classic Lightfoot Live, which is A Tribute to Gordon 
Lightfoot.

OCTOBER 19 – 20
York Symphony Orchestra presents Orchestral 

Fireworks! Saturday, October 19 at 8 p.m. at Trinity 
Anglican Church, Aurora. Sunday, October 20, at 3 
p.m. at the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing 
Arts. Selections from Beethoven, Haydn, Stravinsky & 
Tchaikovsky.  Guest Artist: Declan Scott on Trumpet. 
Tickets at www.rhcentre.ca, at the door or call 647-849-
8403.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this afternoon 
at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 
3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults (from 
francophone to beginners with a good base) looking to 
put their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network – Newmarket 

will host their monthly support group meeting tonight at 
the Newmarket Seniors Meeting Place (474 Davis Drive, 
Halls 4&5). A meet and greet will take place starting at 
6.30 p.m. with the session running from 7 – 9 p.m. Peer 
to peer discussion night. Partners welcome. For more 
information, visit newmarketprostatecancer.com or call 
905-235-7021.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
Garden Aurora welcomes Paul Zammit as he talks 

about Promoting Biodiversity in the Home Garden. Join us 
at 8:00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial 
Parkway North for Tips and Tricks, refreshments and the 
opportunity to join the Aurora Garden Club.  More info 
at www.gardenaurora.ca or 905-713-6660.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this afternoon 
at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street, from 
3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes adults (from 
francophone to beginners with a good base) looking to 
put their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr.

CDS is looking to hire an 

Accounts Payable
Administrator

Full time position
Posting closes October 7

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

 Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

The coaching staff of the Aurora Tigers Minor Peewee AA team (Ryan Smith, 
Dave Pinder, Steve Bates, Rob Heath, and Chris Bugeja) want to extend a 
huge congratulations to the team on an outstanding year. The Tigers not 
only finished 1st in the regular season, but followed that up with some great 
playoff series defeating TNT, Newmarket, Clarington, and finally Garden City 
(St. Catharines) to bring home the OMHA Championships.”

Sport Aurora's Mayor’s 
Breakfast of  Champions

Aurora Tigers 
Minor Peewee AA
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered


