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Liberals rally to show solidarity after 
Alleslev’s floor-crossing

Continued on page 6

Consultant will 
advise on next steps 
on protecting Stable 
Neighbourhoods

By Brock Weir

A consultant will now provide 
some impartial advice on how 
Aurora can best protect its stable 
neighbourhoods. 

Council last week formally 
approved a notice from Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner last week to 
obtain the services of  a consultant, 

RISING STARS ARE READY TO PLAY – Luca, Ava, Gabriella and Austin of the 
Rising Stars Soccer Academy were ready to hit the turf on Saturday, helping to inaugurate 
the new artificial turf field at Sheppard’s Bush Conservation Area. For more on Aurora’s 
newest sports hub, please see 21.          Auroran photo by Brock Weir

You can show your support with
a lawn sign or as a volunteer

CALL: 905-751-0734 OR EMAIL: Geoff@GeoffDawe.ca

905.726.4349
   

Lifestyle Oasis
WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Windows
Doors 
Enclosures

“SUNNY WAYS WILL ALWAYS PREVAIL OVER SHADOWS” – That was the message delivered by Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle 
Peterson on Saturday afternoon at Victoria Hall. Local supporters of the Federal Liberals gathered at the historic meeting place for a rally 
attended by many York Region Liberal MPs to show solidarity following the floor crossing of Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Al-
leslev last week. Pictured to the right of Mr. Peterson is Ahmed Hussen, Canada’s Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Her name was only mentioned a 
handful of  times, but her presence loomed 
large on Saturday afternoon as Liberal 
voters in Aurora’s south riding rallied to 
show solidarity after Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev crossed 
the floor to the Conservatives last Monday.

Over 70 people, along with area Liberal 

MPs and Federal Minister of  Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Ahmed Hussen, 
filled Victoria Hall to hear what those 
elected had to say, and their message was 
clear: onward.

“Like any good family, from time to time, 
we suffer small losses,” said Newmarket-
Aurora MP Kyle Peterson, who, along with 
Ms. Alleslev, was elected as a Liberal rookie 
in 2015. “Like any good family, that makes 
us stronger and this will be no exception.”

Firing up the audience of  party faithful, 
Mr. Peterson extolled the achievements of  
the Federal Liberal government over the 
last three years. The economy, he said, 
“has never been stronger” with 500,000 
more jobs created, and the Canada Child 
Benefit getting more money into the hands 
of  families who need it most. 

The last time around, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau campaigned on “sunny 

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How

Come in the 
store and see 

the many items 
available!

IE. Household, Electrical, 
Plumbing

Only available 
at Aurora Home Hardware!
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By Brock Weir

Mayor Geoff  Dawe is calling on the 
Province to “press the pause button” on 
Ontario’s Places to Grow legislation and 
re-evaluate growth targets.

He made the call, along with the Mayor 
Rick Goldring of  Burlington, at Queen’s 
Park on Tuesday morning. 

“The Places to Grow Act has served 
as a valuable tool to guide provincially-
mandated growth,” Mayor Dawe told 
Provincial lawmakers. “However, as our 
community approaches full build-out, 
demands on our municipal infrastructure 
and our natural and architectural heritage, 
are increasingly at risk. We are at a tipping 
point in our development, where growth 
will shortly exact an unacceptable cost 
on our environment, our services and the 
many qualities that make our community so 
attractive. The time is now for an objective 

appraisal of  the Places to Grow Act to 
ensure communities across the Province 
are given the tools they need to determine 
their own destinies by managing growth 
sustainably and in a manner consistent 
with the wishes of  their residents.”

Speaking to The Auroran following the 
session at Queen’s Park, the Mayor said 
there were many further reasons to bring 
this forward now. Among them, he said, 
was the Ministry of  Transportation taking 
the proposed interchange at Highway 
404 and St. John’s Sideroad out of  the 
budget. This, he said, is an example of  the 
“disconnect that goes on between various 
elements of  the Provincial government on 
creating issues.”

Another issue, he added was the Upper 
York Sewage Solution.

“It is a critical piece of  infrastructure 
that is needed to support the growth the 
Provincial government ahs given us,” 
he says. “You do all this investment up 

front, the Region has spent hundreds of  
millions of  dollars that is supposed to be 
paid off  with development charges from 
this new infrastructure, that was submitted 
for approval four years ago and is still 
sitting somewhere in the Minister of  the 
Environment’s office. There is a disconnect 
between the various elements and the 
various levels of  government.”

While he says Provincial ministers 
are always “a little circumspect on these 
things,” he said he was encouraged by 
the reaction he and his fellow municipal 
lawmakers received in the Legislature.

“I think there is a willingness to 
listen,” he says. “At AMO (Association 
of  Municipalities of  Ontario) this year, 
one of  the events that goes on is referred 
to lovingly as ‘The Bear Pit’ where all 
ministers come in and you throw questions 
at them. Usually, quite frankly, it is not the 
most beneficial use of  your time, although 
it is sometimes fun, but I got a distinct 

impression this year that, first of  all, they 
were actually there to listen. They were 
actually there to see what changes needed 
to be made, and I was quite impressed with 
how quickly most of  the ministers had 
gotten up to speed on their portfolios. They 
have got the energy and the motivation to 
move on things, to change some of  the 
elements.”

Briefly

Advertorial

Do you experience numbness, 
weakness or tingling in a leg, foot, arm 
or hand? Do you have neck or back pain 
that has lasted more than one month or 
experience frequent headaches? You may 
be suffering from a condition known as 
spinal stenosis. 

 Spinal Stenosis is defi ned as narrowing 
of  the bone channel occupied by the 
spinal nerves or the spinal cord.

Some people are born with a congenital 
form, but most develop spinal stenosis as 
part of  the degenerative process. A few do 
not feel any effects of  the narrowing, but 
as part of  the aging process, most people 
will eventually notice radiating pain, 
weakness, and/or numbness secondary 
to the compression of  the nerves or spinal 
cord.

In lumbar stenosis, the spinal nerve roots 
in the lower back become compressed 
and this can produce symptoms of  
sciatica—tingling, weakness or numbness 
that radiates from the low back and into 
the buttocks and legs—especially with 
activity.

 You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  It is 
important to know that although surgery 
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a 
last resort in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 

and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and highly 

effective approach that has helped many 
sufferers improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor and 
accelerate the body’s natural healing 
processes. The innovative Multiwave 
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a 
safe, effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS laser 
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of  
decreasing the infl ammation around the 
spinal cord and shows great promise in the 
battle against the devastating sequelae of  
this condition.

 What does this mean for you?
Many of  our patients have reported a 

90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the 
results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-2225 to 
book your FREE consultation and examination 
at King West Wellness Centre 141 King 
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For Spinal 

Stenosis 
 (Cervical/Lumbar Stenosis)

Do you experience lower back pain, 
pain in the buttocks or leg that is 
worse when sitting, hip pain, burning 
or tingling down the leg, weakness, 
numbness, or difficulty moving the leg 
or foot, a constant pain on one side of  
the buttocks and/or a shooting pain 
that makes it difficult to stand up? 
You may be suffering with a condition 
known as sciatica.

 Sciatica is defined as compression of  
a spinal nerve root in the lower back, 
often owing to degeneration of  an 
intervertebral disc. 

 Sciatica most commonly occurs 
when a herniated disc, bone spur on the 
spine or narrowing of  the spine (spinal 
stenosis) compresses part of  the nerve. 
This causes inflammation, pain and often 
some numbness in the affected leg.

You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you find the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the 
doctor may refer you to a specialist who 
may tell you that surgery is needed or is 
an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  
It is important to know that although 
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is 
considered a last resort in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate the 
body’s natural healing processes. The 
innovative Multiwave Locked System 
(MLS) Laser produces a safe, efficient 
and simultaneous effect on pain, 
inflammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional 
LLLT (Low power) and concerns of  HP 
(High power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS 
laser therapy appears to be uniquely 
capable of  decreasing the inflammation 
around the spinal cord and shows 
great promise in the battle against the 
devastating sequelae of  this condition.

 
What does this mean for you?

Many of  our patients have reported 
a 90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased sensation and 
vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call (905) 
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation 
and examination at King West Wellness 
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond 
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For 
Sciatica

Advertorial

“Aging in home may be the best 
choice for our current senior popula-
tion and their families, and for good 
reasons,” says Sharon King-Todd, founder 
of � e Elder’s Advocate and Certi� ed 
Professional Consultant on Aging.  In 
a recent article Ipsos found that 93 per 
cent of homeowners aged 65+ felt it was 
important to stay in their present home 
throughout retirement.  

Unless planned correctly, retire-
ment living can put a signi� cant strain 
on cash � ow and can pose a risk of 
outliving retirement savings.  

When the average life expectancy was 
around 75 years of age, private retire-
ment residences were once an achievable 
option.  With the advances of modern 
medicine and education, the average 
life expectancy is estimated to increase 
to 84 by 2030.  In Ontario, depending 
on level of care, the cost for private re-
tirement residences can range between 
$4,000 and $8,000 per month.  Living 
another 9 years may require up to an 
additional $864,000 of savings.  � is has 

prompted many resdents to re-evaluate the 
feasibility of their original � nancial plan.

Reliance on the public healthcare 
system may not be a viable option.  
Sharon states, “� e Senior Tsunami 
is fast approaching and is expected 
to double from 5 to 10 million in the 
next twenty years.  � e healthcare sys-
tem is already in crisis with the current 
aging population.  It lacks the needed 
budget, number of quali� ed physicians 
and nurses to meet today’s senior de-
mands.”  Ontario has the lowest number 
of acute care beds in Canada, with more 
than 4,500 people on waiting lists for 
publicly funded inhome personal support 
services.  

� ere is great news ahead for this 
dilemma and local senior residents 
of Aurora are turning the health care 
de� cit into an opportunity for a whole 
new lifestyle approach.  � ey are freeing 
up cash in their home to help achieve 
a comfortable retirement, providing 
a steady income stream and the ability to 
stay in home when they retire. Sharon, 
who is a dedicated activist for Aging-at-
Home and a specialist in creating living 
plans, also states that planning ahead 
can minimize the emotional trauma and 
cost of crisis care.  

JOIN US for an educational evening 
and � nd out what you can do to 
safeguard a happy, healthy and 
� nancially bright retirement.

Event details: 

Date:  Tuesday, Oct 2, 2018 at   
 6:30pm
Where: 15140 Yonge Street, Unit 2,   
 Aurora 
Register Online Today - Limited 
seating, refreshments will be served.
http://retireathome.eventbrite.ca
Email: sharon@theeldersadvocate.ca 
Call: 905-251-6661 

Experts Share How To Retire At Home 
and Not Outlive Your Savings

Sharon King-Todd is a Certifi ed Professional 
Consultant on Aging and Lifestyle Coach. 
Founder and Senior Advisor Consultant 

of The Elder’s Advocate 

Mayor calls for re-evaluation of growth targets

FIRST ALL CANDIDATES 
MEETING SET FOR SUNDAY

The election is on and the first all-candidates 
meeting of the 2018 Municipal Election is set for 
this Sunday, September 30 at Town Hall. Running 
in Council chambers from 2 – 4.30 p.m., it is an  
opportunity to meet the candidates vying for your 
vote and be informed. All registered candidates for 
the offices of Mayor, Councillor and School Board 
Trustee have been invited to attend. The first May-
oral Debate, accompanied by a Councillor Meet 
& Greet will he hosted by the Aurora Chamber of 
Commerce at the Royal Venetian Mansion (400  
Industrial Parkway South) next Wednesday,  
October 3 from 6 – 9 p.m. Both events are free and 
open to all residents. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

They – that all-elusive “they” – say 
that a week is a long time in politics. 
Well, it seems here in Aurora, two 
months can be the equivalent of  two 
millennia.

Last Monday was not your typical 
Monday.

You might have started the week 
thinking that it was a Monday unlike 
any other. Your might have been woken 
up by an alarm, hopped in for a quick 
shower, thrown on your clothes and 
jumped into your car for the long, 
slogging commute. Maybe you had to 
get up, race downstairs to make lunches 
for the kids and get them off  to school 
before starting your own routine for 
whatever lay ahead.

And, so, the routine went on as it 
should have.

If  you live on the south side of  
Wellington Street, however, the day 
might have taken a turn just before the 
midday mark. 

Okay, if  you’re a partisan, this 
probably shook down one of  two ways.

If  you bleed blue for the Conservative 
Party of  Canada, you were buoyed with 
an elation that carried you well beyond 
your lunch hour as you contacted 
all those who lean in your particular 
direction to share in the euphoria.

If, on the other hand, your blood is a 
shade of  Liberal red, that same blood 
likely started to boil until you needed to 
lie down under your desk. Rocking back 
and forth cradling your knees would, of  
course, have been optional.

I’m talking, of  course, about MP 
Leona Alleslev’s shock decision to cross 
the floor of  the House of  Commons 
from the Liberal Government to 
take a place among the Conservative 
opposition.

It was a decision few people saw 
coming and the word “shock” is not 
used lightly here, and her reasons for 
crossing the floor were voiced later that 
afternoon.

“Today, I stood in the House deeply 
concerned for the future of  our country,” 
Ms. Alleslev told assembled media in the 
foyer of  the House of  Commons, joined 
by Conservative leader Andrew Scheer. 
“I asked the question, ‘Am I doing 
everything I can to serve my country 
and work for real change for Canadians? 
The answer is no. The citizens of  
my riding and all Canadians need a 
government that delivers foundational 
change for the things that matter. The 
world has changed dramatically in the 
last three years and we find ourselves 

in a time of  unprecedented global 
stability. We’re seeing fundamental 
shifts in the global economy while trade 
relationships, international agreements, 
and defence structures are under threat. 
Canada faces a perfect storm of  serious 
challenges at home and abroad. This is 
not a strong economy and our country 
needs strong leadership.”

Ms. Alleslev went onto say that 
Canadians must recognize that foreign 
policy, trade, defence and economy 
are interdependent and, as such, can’t 
be viewed separately. She also said, 
“strong Federal leadership” is needed 
to “rebuild” our nation’s foundations, 
including modernizing our military “to 
reassure our allies and defend Canada’s 
interests at home and abroad.”

“My attempts to raise my concerns 
with this government were met with 
silence and, as I said in the House, 
the Government must be challenged 
openly and for me to publicly criticize 
the government as a Liberal would 
undermine the government [and that], 
according to my Code of  Conduct, 
would be dishonourable.”

The world may have indeed “changed 
dramatically in the last three years” but 
it seems change equally dramatic has 
played out here at home in a pretty 
narrow window. 

Just 58 days before, on July 20, Ms. 
Alleslev was standing at Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s side at a Liberal 
fundraiser held at the Royal Venetian 
on Industrial Parkway South, where she 
touched upon many of  the same issues 
she highlighted in her September 17 
remarks.

“The greatest thing about being a 
Member of  Parliament in this Prime 
Minister’s Government [is] that we, 
each and every one of  us, is valued 
for the contribution that we bring to 
the team,” she said to a packed house, 
moments after the PM made his 
remarks. “We each have our strengths, 
we’re valued for it, and we lean on each 
other. And you have a great team, if  

I do say so myself, with Members of  
Parliament here in York Region. 

“I swore an oath to serve and defend 
this country when I was granted my 
Queen’s Commission to become an 
officer in the Canadian Armed Forces 
and I decided about four years ago 
that I really was worried about what 
my country was becoming and it was 
getting more difficult to represent 
this country. That is why I decided to 
become a Member of  Parliament. Last 
week, when I was in Brussels, at the 
NATO summit and the Prime Minister 
was there, you would have been truly 
amazed, proud and overcome with 
the power of  the remarks this Prime 
Minister made, not to Canadians, 
but to Members of  Parliament for 
governments, for social organizations, 
from all over the world. He set the 
example for what our NATO allies and 
other countries can become.

“I would like to thank this Prime 
Minister for creating the country I am 
honoured to serve and defend, not only 
for what he is doing here at home, but 
for how he is representing us around the 
world.”

Speaking to The Auroran after her 
floor crossing, Ms. Alleslev once again 
mentioned the oath she took to Queen 
and Country. Taking this oath to heart, 
she said she has to ask herself  every day 
whether she is doing everything she can 
so she can look both her constituents 
and herself  in the face at the end of  the 
day. Being elected, she added, creates a 
“sacred obligation” to represent them.

“I needed to exercise a sense of  
urgency,” she said, but, again leaving 
the specifics of  her decision off  the 
table.

I do not begrudge Ms. Alleslev’s 
decision to cross the floor. There is no 
reason to doubt she did what she felt was 
best, but I think she has a duty to explain 
her decision in detail to her constituents 
well before the next Federal election. 
That is the most sacred obligation 
between a MP and the people she or he 
represent.

There is a significant contrast 
between her words on July 20 and those 
made on September 17 and 18; that, in 
itself, is alarming. Ms. Alleslev said her 
decision was cumulative and came at 
a “tipping point” but residents need to 
know what transpired within those 58 
days to turn the tide.

It is the only way voters in Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill can make 
an informed decision next fall.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Alleslev’s arguments 
don’t sway reader’s 
opinion

Voters are the losers in a 
floor crossing, regardless 
of party

A sense of  urgency
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Thank you for your article presenting 
Ms. Alleslev’s motives and view relative to 
her changing political party affiliation this 
week.

While I respect that she presents her 
views candidly, ultimately she does not 
sway my opinion.

Governments would not operate with 
any functionality if  representatives did not 
form alliances. Imagine being governed 
by hundreds of  independents whose only 
allegiance is to their own constituents?

I’m not buying her “sacred obligation” 
to her electors argument.

Changing allegiances – based on her 
principles as expressed in your article – 
belies her obligation to the party under 
whose banner she chose to run and was 
elected. 

No party in Canadian history has 
likely fulfilled their mandate without 
some meandering and even abrupt turns. 
Change happens. Collaboration, respectful 
dialogue, commitment to a common goal: 
these principles of  teamwork also matter.

I have no argument against her decision 
to leave the Liberals, should she have 
continued to represent as an independent.

However, I wonder if  she pondered her 
chances of  re-election as an independent 
vs. having an established political party 
machine behind her? 

Ms. Alleslev expresses that she is satisfied 
that she is “aligned” with the policies 
and priorities of  the Conservative party. 
Hmmm. That sentiment sounds familiar.

Alison Badali
Aurora

I read with interest the reaction to 
Leona Alleslev crossing the floor to join the 
Conservative Party.

This has been done before in our riding. 
There is no law or regulation stopping 

an elected MP from crossing the floor to 
join the other political party.

Belinda Stronach did that when we 
elected her as a Conservative but she 
crossed to join the Liberals. No rule or law 
was broken.

Personally, I don’t like when this happens 
no matter who does it.

Until a law or regulation is brought in to 
stop this, we, as voters, are the losers.

Don Oates
Aurora

Residents wants “better 
reasons” from MP

They say that entering politics easily 
can corrupt people.

I do not know whether this applies 
to my MP Leona Alleslev, but I have to 
admit that if  I had been consulted – or 
any other constituent that voted for her 
under the Liberal banner – I would have 
wanted her to have better reasons and 
explanations than all the platitudes she 
presented at her sudden press interview 
I watched on CBC TV. In her article in 
The Auroran none of  her comments 
persuaded me to think different.

I think most of  us constituents voted 
for her assuming she shared our liberal 
views. If  those views changed for her she 
should have resigned. 

If  she truly holds the urge to serve with 
integrity she would have had the chance 
to leave and wait for the next election to 
see whether she would be elected as a 
conservative.

It seems to some that changing your 
mind gives you a right to join another 
party without asking your present 
constituents. Shame on that notion.

Did I mention that politics can corrupt?

Brigitta Gamm
Aurora
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During the provincial election 
campaign this past May, the Progressive 
Conservative Party electricity platform, 
which was entitled, “Cleaning Up The 
Hydro Mess”, focused on lowering 
electricity costs for consumers.

Since Mr. Ford has entered office, his 
administration has pushed through the 
House four energy related measures.

First, they are in the midst of  a 
reduction of  residential electricity bills 
by a further twelve percent (on top 
of  the Liberals 25 per cent reduction 
contained in their so-called “Fair Hydro 
Plan”).

Second, they cancelled over 700 
wind and solar contracts signed by 
the Independent Electricity System 
Operator (“IESO”) on behalf  of  the 
previous government.

Third, the Premier was able to 
pressure the CEO at Hydro One, the 
so-called “Six Million Dollar Man”, to 
leave and the entire Hydro One Board 
to resign.

Fourth, they have begun the 
dismantlement of  the Cap and Trade 
program, associated with the previous 
governments’ climate change initiatives.

The first element described above 
regarding the reduction of  electricity 
prices is a complicated beast.

The Liberals announced the Fair 
Hydro Plan back in 2016. In order 
to provide the 25 per cent reduction 
on residential electricity bills, they 
borrowed $26B through Ontario Power 
Generation. Electricity customers will 
pay off  this debt through rate increases 
beginning in a few short years.

The Tories upped the ante by stating 
that they would reduce energy prices by 
a further 12.5 per cent.

However, the rate increases will 
probably begin to hit just as the PCs 
are entering into the next election 
campaign in 2022.

This is a ticking time bomb and 
it will be interesting to see how the 
government deals with the issue.

One thing to keep in mind regarding 
energy is that Ontario is a goods 
producing province and we need low 
cost energy production as part of  the 
equation that includes well trained 
workers, good transportation and 
infrastructure and competitive tax rates.

The Liberals and Tories have 
fundamentally different views on most 
items in this sector, from new nuclear 
(Tories want them, Liberals most likely 
opposed) and renewables (Liberals 
introduced the Green Energy Act and 
Feed-In Tariff  Program, while Tories 
adamantly opposed).

What are the potential long-term 
implications for electricity rates in 
Aurora? And what – as individuals - 
can we do about it?

The cost of  electricity generated on 
your residential bill is usually about 
62 per cent while the cost of  getting 
electrons to your home is about 32 per 
cent.

There is also a regulatory charge, 
which is “the costs of  administering 
the wholesale electricity system and 
maintaining the reliability of  the 
provincial grid.” This comprised about 
6 per cent of  a total monthly bill.

So, the two real cost drivers on a bill 

are the actual generation of  energy and 
getting the electrons into a residence.

There is nothing one can do about 
the delivery charges, but we can 
somewhat reduce our generation 
charges, and ultimately the size of  my 
monthly bill, by conserving energy.

But what a homeowner can’t control 
is that fact that the cost of  replacing 
old energy infrastructure is expensive. 

The real price of  power will 
continue to climb as we replace aging 
infrastructure. Replacing aging assets 
that have been fully depreciated over 
their long-term useful life means that 
we will be paying higher prices for the 
new facilities.

Think of  it this way, replacing that 
1996 Ford Minivan with a 2012 Ford 
Minivan will now cost you quite a bit 
more.

Political parties can help to rein 
in the ever-increasing costs or slow 
down the rate of  increase though by 
implementing some first principles 
when procuring power.

First, ensuring robust competition 
when procuring any type of  new 
generation is a critical factor in 
achieving the optimal electricity cost 
for Ontario consumers.

Second, accountability and 
transparency to ratepayers, taxpayers 
and market participants must be 
delivered by the government and 
independent regulatory agencies. No 
more sole source Samsung deals that 
escaped any public input or oversight.

Given the importance of  energy and 
given the media spotlight on this sector 
over the past few years, I expect that 
the energy file will be a key part of  the 
provincial political landscape during 
the upcoming parliamentary session.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com
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Disabled student, 
campaign volunteer 
“disappointed” with 
Alleslev’s decision
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Do you support  
MP Leona Alleslev’s 

decision to cross the floor  
to the Conservatives?

I was sitting in my indigenous studies 
class at Carleton University this past 
Monday when I first read a CBC news 
headline which read “Toronto-area 
Liberal MP Leona Alleslev crosses the 
floor to join Conservatives.”

When I first read the headline I 
thought that I was dreaming, However, 
as continued reading I realized that 
what I was reading was true and this 
had actually happened.  

Ever since the news broke, I have 
been pondering what could possibly 
drive her into this decision?

Leaving the question alone 
from moment of  what drove her 
to do this, what is even more 
troubling to me though is the fact 
that this is allowed to happen.
People in Aurora voted Liberal in the 
last election. Whether that was the 
right decision or the wrong decision 
will be determined in the outcome of  
the 2019 election. However, until then 
the people of  the community in which 
MP Alleslev serves voted Liberal in 
the last election therefore they should 
have a Liberal MP.

If  it is Alleslev‘s wish to join the 
Conservatives then she should have 
resigned her seat in House, wait 
till the next election and run as a 
Conservative. In my view, that would 
be the honourable thing to do.

It is absolutely no secret that I 
volunteered on Leona Alleslev‘s 
campaign for election 2015. I will 
not be supporting her again in 2019 
under the Conservative banner. I 
vowed never to vote Conservative 
after Costas Menegakis humiliated 
me on account of  my disability 
during an all candidates debate that 
took place in the midst of  the 2015 
election campaign.

I cannot in good conscious support 
a party that has done nothing for 
those with disabilities. 

It saddens me that MP Leona 
Alleslev would support a party that 
believes in propping up the 1 per cent 
in our society and does absolutely 
nothing to support people like me 
with disabilities. If  that is truly her 
beliefs, then she is definitely not the 
person that I thought she was.

The picture was taken from me,  
however I was so happy to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with her in the 
signed photograph I had with Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. Now I’m left 
to wonder what will happen next.

I have always when looking at 
difficult and complex issues looked at 
the big picture, taking my personal 
interest out of  the equation and look 
at what will benefit the most number 
of  people. Ask anybody who knows 
me and they will tell you that I have 
always tried to help others before 
helping myself. I have always stuck 
to my principles. I bring that same 
approach to politics.

In closing I say this: I find MP 
Leona Alleslev’s decision very 
concerning and very disappointing. 
Even though I no longer have a 
personal or professional relationship 
with MP Alleslev and have not for 
quite some time, I thought that she 
would remember people like me who 
helped her, people like me who need a 
strong voice in Parliament because, as 
a person with a disability, we often do 
not have a seat at the table.

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

The beginning of the  
2018-19 NHL Season

(October 3)
What better way to celebrate the opening of the 2018-19 season 

then to get acquainted with Aurorans who have played in the NHL. 
Starting at the top left and moving clockwise are Hap Holmes, Greg 
Hotham, Mike Murphy, Mike Kitchen, Mike Palmateer and Bob Wall. 
(Images courtesy of the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame. What else to all 

these hockey players have in common? All of them have been  
inducted into the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame! To learn more about 

their story and to see some of their artifacts, be sure to visit the hall, 
located inside the Stronach Aurora Recreational Complex.

Tucked away in a corridor behind the 
Council Chambers is a wall honouring 
the past Mayors of  Aurora. While each 
has their own interesting story to tell, it 
was the portrait of  George W. Baldwin 
that caught my eye as he served as our 
Mayor from February to April 1939. 
Yes, that is correct, Mayor Baldwin 
served for just two months!

A bit of  background: George W. 
Baldwin was the son of  William J. 
Baldwin, who served as Mayor for 
12 years beginning in 1908, and the 
grandson of  George S. Baldwin who 
served on Council and was Reeve in 
1896 and 1897. George W. Baldwin 
had also sat on Town Council for four 
years from 1935-1938. 

It is interesting to note that in 
addition to the Baldwin’s political 
aspirations they were also the 
proprietors of  Baldwin’s Mill, whose 
final location on Wellington St. East 
next to the rail line is currently up for 
heritage designation. 

George W. Baldwin was elected 
Mayor by acclamation on February 
14, 1939 after then Mayor, Dr. C.R. 
Boulding, resigned to accept the 
position of  medical officer of  health, 
but it was not to last. 

In an article titled Mayor Baldwin 
Resigns, the Aurora Banner (April 21, 
1939) reported on the proceeding of  
the April 17 Council meeting where 

the Mayor tendered his resignation 
and retired from the Council room. 
No editorial comment or further 
explanation was given. The only 
information provided was that the 
resignation was given after Council 
instructed the Town’s solicitor to 
bring in the bylaw confirming the 
appointment of  a Clerk and Treasurer 
made at the last meeting. This was 
enough to prompt the Mayor to resign.

Apparently, the appointment of  a 
new Clerk was made at the expense of  
the current clerk, Mr. Morley Andrews, 
who had served in that position for the 
past twelve years. Reasons cited for 
Mr. Andrews demotion to Assistant 
Clerk included inefficient bookkeeping 
methods, antiquated office routine, 
and insubordination, among other 
complaints. This did not sit well with 
Mayor Baldwin who requested that 
the resolution of  Council to appoint a 

new Clerk and Treasurer be rescinded. 
When the motion was defeated, the 
Mayor resigned.

The story was picked up by the 
Toronto Daily Star who reported that 
a letter was received from the auditor 
(Mr. Hilborn) deploring the action of  
Council in depriving Mr. Andrews 
of  the Clerk’s Office, a fact that was 
disputed by the auditor himself. 
(Banner, April 21, 1939). 

Several nomination meetings were 
needed to find qualified candidates 
for Mayor, and the election was finally 
held on June 2, 1939. Two candidates 
stood for office, previous Mayor J. 
M. Walton, and newcomer, Howard 
Morton. In a plea to voters Morton 
states:

“I am criticized because of  my 
vocation, my youth and because I have 
no previous municipal experience. 
Council have shown no regard for 
dignity or experience in the past, and 
the very fact that I have no municipal 
experience is in my opinion one reason 
why I should be elected.” (Banner, June 
2, 1939)

The election had one of  the highest 
turn out rates recorded, a whopping 
85%! Next time you are in Town Hall, 
stroll over to the Mayor’s wall to see 
who won, and remember to cast your 
vote on October 22. Let’s see if  we can 
beat that turnout.
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expert and experienced in the field 
of  development within mature 
residential neighbourhoods, to 
help this ongoing debate come to a 
resolution. 

Council has spent the last eleven 
months looking into how to strike 
a balance in protecting Aurora’s 
so-called Stable Neighbourhoods, 
long-established neighbourhoods 
like Town Park, Regency Acres, and 
Aurora Heights, better regulate what 
residents say is an influx of  “monster 
homes.”

The debate has gone around in 
circles with the crux of  the issue 
being the fact that protections for 
stable neighbourhoods contained 
within the Town’s Official Plan 
are out of  alignment with already-
existing zoning bylaws.

“We have been going around and 
around, backwards and sideways, 
and I brought this motion forward in 
October,” said Councillor Gaertner 
at last week’s Council meeting. We’re 
coming up [to a year and] we’re just 

not getting anywhere. Maybe, at the 
end of  the day, we’ll decide not to 
protect the stable neighbourhoods; 
maybe we’ll decide to partially 
protect them, but let’s just decide 
something. The more information we 
have the better. 

“Let’s get an outside voice. The 
Mayor said last week that maybe it 
would be a good idea to get somebody 
impartial to come in because we’re 
just not getting anywhere and we need 
to do something for the residents.”
The idea of  a consultant was supported 
at the podium by area resident Allison 
Halls, who said Halton Hills hired a 
consultant in the past to address this 
issue and it brought real results for 
the community and its residents. 

“I have read about and witnessed 
various groups coming to Council 
and asking for money, or asking the 
Town to spend money, and they seem 
to not have any problem getting 
everybody to agree on something 
like that, yet here we are: three 
ratepayers groups representing a 
couple of  thousand homes at least,” 

she said. “We have been here month 
after month asking for a freeze and 
zoning changes and we can’t seem to 
get that accomplished. It makes me 
wonder, what is motivating Council 
not to support us?

“What that means is since we 
haven’t been able to get a freeze on 
development to get the zoning bylaw 
changes before the election, now 
our only course recourse is to use 
our right to vote and to recommend 
to those who ask us who we would 
support, who support us in protecting 
our Stable Neighbourhoods. 
Hopefully we will have a new group 
who is willing to support us, do the 
right thing, and protect the integrity 
and character of  these three Stable 
Neighbourhoods.”

Of  the current group, Councillor 
Gaertner’s motion was supported on 
a vote of  7 – 1, with Councillor Paul 
Pirri being the lone dissenting voice. 
Councillor Harold Kim was unable 
to attend last Tuesday’s meeting due 
to illness. 

Taking the middle of  the road in 
his arguments, Councillor Pirri said 
he agreed with Councillor Gaertner 
that an “impartial consultant” should 
be involved, but he was unsure how 
this impartiality would be ensured.

“Do you go after a consultant who 
has already worked on these types of  
developments who are more inclined 
generally in their mindset to put rules 
in place to prevent something like this, 
or do you choose a consultant who 
typically is against this?” he asked. “I 
would feel more comfortable having 
a report coming back with more 
information as opposed to a relatively 
short motion on the agenda saying, 
let’s go out and hire a consultant. I 
think from a process standpoint that 
is typically what we would undertake. 

The flipside to all of  that is I don’t 
think it is a bad idea to go out and 
get a second opinion. I am just more 
concerned with how do we do that 
in a practical manner or practical 
fashion to make sure we get a high 
quality report at the end of  the day.”

Also lukewarm in his response, 
although ultimately supportive, was 
Councillor Jeff  Thom, who said the 
idea of  “monster homes” is vague 
and should be defined before moving 
forward.

“I find it hard to protect against 
something if  you don’t have a clear 
definition of  what that is,” he said. 
“I am happy to move forward with 
a consultant and an expert who is 
going to look at this and, perhaps, 
provide some clarity. We really need 
to look [at the impacts] in a more in-
depth way.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Tom Mrakas, bringing on a consultant 
should have been done at the start of  
this process.

“We talked about the process 
that many municipalities follow and 
part of  that process is to bring on a 
consultant to study, put in a freeze 
with an interim control bylaw and 
once that study is complete, Council 
makes a decision to move forward. 
It is a shame we didn’t go exactly 
down that road, but as Councillor 
Thompson mentioned, hindsight is 
2020.

“I understand your concerns 
but at the end of  the day, all of  us 
around here have stated we want to 
protect our stable neighbourhoods. 
In essence, we would be looking for 
someone to inform us on the best way 
to protect our stable neighbourhoods. 
I don’t know why we want to get 
someone to tell us how not to protect 
our stable neighbourhoods.”

Ratepayers question Council’s support of stable 
neighbourhoods
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Hurry, offers end September 30, 2018!
Financing and lease options available from 0.5% on select 2018 models, OAC. Other lease and finance rates
and terms available. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Leasing and financing programs
available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI.  Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and
may not be equipped exactly as shown. Up to $2500 cash credit available with the cash purchase of select
2018 models. Offers apply to dealer in-stock inventory only. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. 
See NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for full details. 

17415 Yonge Street 289-319-1060      nrsubaru.ca

SUBARU IS NOW IN
NEWMARKET!

Hurry into 
NewRoads Subaru Newmarket 

to test drive the All-New 
2019 Ascent and Forester!
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3-ROW
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CASH CREDIT
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ON NOW!
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

0% 84 $8,635FINANCING
UP TO

MONTHS
          + UP TO

TOTAL CREDITS
ON SELECT NEW 2018 MODELS*

1ST PRIZE: 
$2,500

2ND PRIZE: 
$1,500

3RD PRIZE: 
$1,000

www.aurorachamber.on.ca/business-tech-summit

Apply online to pitch your business to our panel of 
business development experts for a chance to win...

CALLING ALL ENTREPRENEURS & START-UPS

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_003

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written �nancial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
con�dence and take steps towards a secure �nancial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

�nancial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for �nancial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

Business owners “really excited” to get started on BIA
By Brock Weir

Business owners in Aurora’s 
historic Downtown Core have 
been working behind the scenes for 
over a year on establishing a new 
Business Improvement Area to steer 
revitalization.

Now, with Council’s blessing, they 
are hard at work taking the Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) to the next 
level. 

Council last week approved a new 
bylaw establishing a new BIA for 
Downtown Aurora which will extend 
from Mosley Street, moving northwards 
towards Yonge and Wellington, and 
then moving eastward from Yonge and 
Wellington to the GO Station. 

Bringing together local property and 

business owners, business advocates 
and lawmakers, the aim of  the BIA is 
to preserve and attract people back into 
the downtown core while promoting 
the area as a place for residents to work, 
shop and play.

Helping to spearhead the 
establishment of  the BIA is Joanne 
Russo, who owns a business on 
Wellington Street East. 

“I don’t know if  this is newspaper 
material, but woooooooooooot!” said 
Ms. Russo with a laugh when asked of  
her reaction to Council’s unanimous 
decision to pass the BIA bylaw. “We’re 
really excited.”

In looking to the future of  the BIA, 
Ms. Russo made a nod to its past. In 
their efforts to get something up and 
running, she says she has learned a great 
deal about the history of  past BIAs, 

which have fizzled for various reasons. 
The last one, she said, was 

instrumental in paving the Temperance 
Street parking lot behind what is now 
Aw, Shucks. The light fixtures and 
flower beds that feature along the 
historic Yonge Street corridor are also 
legacies left behind by the last BIA.

“It is unfortunate that that committee 
didn’t continue on, but we’re happy to 
make new changes because it has been 
some time and all business owners 
and property owners do want to see 
a revamping,” says Ms. Russo. “I am 
hoping that moving forward we can 
get the cooperation from the Town 
and everybody else can see the change 
because we so need it.”

In a report before Council last week, 
Aurora’s Economic Development Office 
said outreach had taken place amongst 
impacted property owners, who will 
pay a levy to the BIA to fund many of  
their initiatives. The report noted that 
objections were received from just six 
per cent of  property owners.

Ms. Russo says in her experience the 
only objection was from members of  
the former BIA committee.

“One of  their big concerns was they 
didn’t have so much support from the 
Town when the BIA was there,” she 
says. “Local business owners felt that 
they had to constantly fund, and that’s 
what their disappointment was: they 
didn’t have as much participation from 
the Town of  Aurora that they were 
hoping to receive. I hope that is not the 
case moving forward. The response we 
got from the Town is they were really 
excited and happy to see this change, 
and they want this change.

“Funding is always a concern, 
especially if  you are looking at the 
Town to obtain additional funding. We 
are being varied with our budget and 
our forecasts are being very realistic 
as to small changes that need to be 
made, but small changes are important 
enough in seeing if  we can get support 
from local sponsorships. We hope the 
Town really does help with the funding 
and the participation as they promised 

they will.”
Now that the bylaw has been passed, 

the next step is for proponents of  the 
BIA to sit down and establish their 
board. Ms. Russo says they are sitting 
down with a number of  local people 
who have expressed an interest in the 
BIA, including Sandra Ferri, Executive 
Director of  the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, to form a board that 
has “strong involvement from the 
community.” 

They hope to bring on board 
organizations like the Aurora Cultural 
Centre for both their insight and 
potential partnership opportunities. 

Input from members of  the previous 
BIA will also be essential in steering this 
group forward. 

Much of  this work will be going on 
behind the scenes, but the first place 
Aurora residents are likely to see the 
BIA in action is the lead-up to the 
holiday season.

The BIA, as it stands, has set a 
number of  goals based around the 
four seasons. Christmas, of  course, is 
the next major holiday on the calendar 
and they are working together with the 
Cultural Centre, the Aurora Public 
Library and the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market on potential programming 
opportunities. They will be present 
in November’s Santa Under the Stars 
parade, for instance, and they hope 
to facilitate a contest for downtown 
business owners on the best decorated 
storefront. 

“I think the excitement is already 
there,” says Ms. Russo. “When we went 
door knocking, they all said, ‘Finally!’ 
We haven’t received any negativity, 
and now it is just a matter of  saying, 
what do you feel? One of  the things we 
have thought about is something like 
the Taste of  the Danforth (for local 
restaurants) and what their insights 
would be on what we could bring to 
Downtown Aurora. Involvement is 
very important and asking businesses 
what they feel would attract customers 
into either their restaurants or their 
retail stores is key.”

Kalea Kirsh is making a difference for mental health one mug at a time. The local  
student will be at the Aurora Farmers’ Market for the remainder of the market season selling  
beautifully painted mugs bearing different interpretations of the semicolon. Project  
Semicolon is a movement designed to create more awareness around mental illness. Each mug 
is $10 and all proceeds benefit the Canadian Mental Health Association. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 27, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 27, 2018Page  8             Page 9

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
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challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be 
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program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as 
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905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
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shumfryes@bell.net 
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and taking action!

for COUNCIL

RE-ELECT
SANDRA

HUMFRYES

For the

of Aurora
Love

facebook @votehumfryes

Corporal Tim Medley of the Queen’s York Rangers helps Mayor Geoff Dawe and Darrell  
Bricker formally unveil signage for Queen’s York Rangers Way – after the unveiling hit  
a high-altitude snag. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

York, has served us [goes] all the way back 
to the War of  1812 on behalf  of  the people 
of  the time in Upper Canada.

“I would just like to remind people 
that out here on the playgrounds and 
other places that you see, in 1885, the 12th

Battalion assembled here to go off  and 
fight our first battle as a Regiment, and 
that is recognized on our flag, which is the 
Northwest Rebellion. Prior to World War 
One, and we are commemorating the 100th

anniversary [the Armistice] this year, this is 
where they assembled before marching off  
to Toronto to get on the train to go off  and 
fight the First World War.

“This is an extremely significant place 
for not just the Rangers, but in Canadian 
history, and also for this particular 
community. I think it is a wonderful 
initiative that the Mayor and Council have 
championed here, and we’re certainly very 
proud…to be able to unveil this today.”

Regiment’s time at Armoury has permanent legacy at Town Park

By Brock Weir

There was something different underfoot 
at Town Park this Saturday when shoppers 
turned out for the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

Vendors, who traditionally line the main 
pathway through one of  Aurora’s favourite 
green spaces were, for the first time walking 
not on an otherwise unnamed pedestrian 
thoroughfare; rather, they were shopping 
on the newly-minted Queen’s York 
Rangers Lane. 

Queen’s York Rangers Lane, the new 
name for the pathway that connects 
the east side of  Town Park on Larmont 
Avenue to Wells Street in the west, was 
formally unveiled by Mayor Geoff  Dawe, 
Councillor Jeff  Thom, and Darrell Bricker, 
Honourary Colonel of  the Queen’s York 
Rangers last Monday morning. 

The naming is intended to be a 
permanent reminder of  the Regiment’s 
presence in Town Park after calling the 
Armoury at the park’s northeast corner 
home for more than a century.

“This is an initiative that Darrell and I 
spoke [of] about six months ago and we 
were looking for a way to permanently 
recognize the Queen’s York Rangers, 

especially as they have moved from the 
old Armoury here to the new Armoury 
on Industrial Parkway South,” Mayor 
Dawe told the small crowd assembled at 
the pathway for the unveiling, an occasion 
attended by former mayor Phyllis Morris 
and former councillor and MPP – and 
current mayoral candidate – Chris Ballard.

“We had decided we wanted to rename 
this Queen’s York Rangers Lane, and 
giving the Armoury the honourary address 
of  1 Queen’s York Rangers Lane, it 
recognizes and helps to carry forward the 
tradition that started when the Armoury 
was built back in the 1800s. It is the longest-
serving Armoury in Canadian history. It is 
an incredibly important asset to our Town 
and I am pleased Council supported the 
motion for renaming this, and also that 
we’re moving forward with the renovations 
to restore this building to the glory it was.”

Mr. Bricker was similarly enthusiastic 
about the designation, paying tribute to the 
Regiment’s storied history not only in this 
community, but in what is now Ontario.

“I would like to thank the Town of  
Aurora for this wonderful initiative,” said 
Mr. Bricker. “This building has lasted for a 
century. The history that the Queen’s York 
Rangers, initially the York Militia here in 
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Welcome to a new season of 

 • Exhibitions 
 • Performing Arts
 • Special Events 
 • Educational Programs 

Tickets/info: 22 Church Street, Aurora
Tel: 905 713-1818 

    Sept 29 ⎜1 - 4pm Culture Days

Global Beats Petting Zoo

Free family event!

Pick up your passport and discover 
free events throughout Aurora today! Free youth workshops!

Troy Hourie 
Apparitions

An immersive mixed media installation

Alysha Brilla

for Adult Contemporary 
Album brings  world 
music vibes with a 
blend of retro and 
modern twists.

3X Juno Nominee
Drop by to try out a world 
of percussion and rhythm 
instruments, and try out 

a djembe drumming circle.

Oct 6 – Nov 10 In the galleries Oct 12  ⎜8pm    Brevik Hall Presents

Small-town Girl, Big-time Dream
Winner Announced for Magna Hoedown Showdown

By Anna Cianni

Schomberg musician Vicki Biersteker 
is the winner of  the 2018 Magna 
Hoedown Showdown.

The finals took place on September 14 
at the Magna Tent in Aurora. Biersteker, 
22, competed onstage against nine other 
up-and-coming country artists and 
came in first place. The runners up were 
talented musicians Dustin Bird from 
Stirling, who came in second place, and 

Dayna Reid from Elmvale, who came in 
third.

Congratulations to all the finalists for 
their captivating performances and for 
helping make the Magna Hoedown such 
a success. This year, $538,105 was raised 
for 20 charities. Great job to finalists 
Mary Paige St. Onge from Seaforth, 
Katie Sacco from Toronto, Derek Reilly 
from Queensville, Molly McNulty from 
Barrie, Zoe Jayne from Schomberg, 
Patrick James Clark from London, and 
Amir Brandon from Toronto.

For winning the province-wide 
competition, Biersteker received a prize 
valued at over $25,000, which includes 
a $2,500 cash prize, Yamaha guitar and 
amp package, $2,500 styling and gift 
card package from Upper Canada, two 
full days of  recording at Metalworks 
Studios, ‘The Ultimate Artist Package’ 
with professional management, 
coaching, styling, and songwriting by 
industry professionals. She also got to 
perform again on the second night of  
the hoedown, before Blue Rodeo.

“It was wild! Friday night was my first 
time performing on stage with a band, 
so the second night was actually a little 
easier.” Biersteker is new to performing 
and has only been the star on stage 
three times in her life, all of  which were 
during this competition. “I was very 
shocked to win! I was really just going 
into the contest for the experience.”

Besides singing, Biersteker also plays 
piano and guitar, but she said she used 
to hide her music ability when she was 
younger. In fact, she first sang in front 
of  a live audience for a school play 
when she was around age 12. “I’m just 
excited to not be only playing in my 
room anymore,” she laughed.

Biersteker auditioned on Aug. 7 in 
front of  judges Steve Hinder, Beverley 
Mahood, and Tom Cross at Theatre 
Aurora. She sang Space Cowboy by 
Kacey Musgraves and qualified for the 
semi-finals on August 25. 

The semis took place in Machell Park 
at this year’s annual Aurora Ribfest. It 
was on that stage where Biersteker first 
got a taste of  what it’s like to perform 
for a crowd. She said, “I was so nervous 
for that performance. It was the first 
time on stage with just me and a guitar.” 

Biersteker sang Keeper of  the Flame 
by Miranda Lambert and the judges 
told her, “That was a great song choice 
for you. You made Schomberg proud!”

When she found out she had made it 
to the top ten and was going to perform 
at the annual Magna Hoedown for the 
30th anniversary, she was floored. “I 
was especially excited for mentorship 
week. To work with such successful 
people like Tom and Beverley, that’s 
really why I was excited to be in the top 
ten.” 

At the finals, the judges were Steve 
Hinder, manager of  Magna Inc.; 
Joan Kelley Walker, star of  The Real 
Housewives of  Toronto; and Ted Ellis, 
chair of  the CCMA Board of  Directors. 
Walker said they struggled to a pick a 
winner since the finalists were all very 
strong. 

“We were looking for someone who 
was comfortable on stage, looked great, 
and was natural and sincere. Vicki was 
all those things, so that’s why we picked 
her,” Walker said. 

Biersteker revealed that before the 
finalists performed, “Tom and Beverley 
said they were not concerned about who 
wins, they just wanted a good show. So, I 
kinda forgot we were in the competition 
and I just went up and had fun.”

Her family and friends were also 
there to support her. “They have been 
pushing me to do something with music, 
especially my dad. It just put a smile on 
all their faces.”

Now, Biersteker plans to get better at 
guitar with her new equipment and also
start performing more. Maybe we will 
see her on a country stage in the near 
future. “This year is definitely going to 
be my biggest year yet doing music!”

Schomberg’s Vicki Biersteker is elated after being crowned the winner of the 2018 Hoedown 
Showdown. She is seen here being interviewed by singer Beverley Mahood. 

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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TMS kicks off massive renovations at 
Richmond Hill campus

By Jake Courtepatte

The foundation of  a good education 
comes from both the people involved 
and the facilities in which to receive 
it.

Both aspects came together in 
an assembly last week at Richmond 
Hill’s TMS School, where the 
school’s “Building Our Significance” 
campaign was officially launched: an 
immense project to renovate both 
the Upper and Lower Schools of  the 
campus.

Classes of  all ages took turns adding 
signed stones to a wheelbarrow, in a 
symbolic gesture that will see each 
added to the foundation of  the new 
building.

“We wanted to put the children’s 
names into the actual foundations 
of  the new building,” said Head of  
School David Young. “It reminds us 
that the purpose behind this endeavor 
is our children.”

“One of  the things that happens 

when a building is complete, is you 
can’t see the foundations,” added 
Young. “You forget about the 
foundation. But the foundation is 
essential for a good school, to grow.”

Massive construction is underway 
on the campuses to meet the needs of  
both students and parents, with a new 
gymnasium having broken ground at 
the Lower School.

With athletics as one of  the 
four pillars of  the school, the new 
gymnasium will not only provide a 
venue for the school’s various house 
league and varsity teams, but a 
“community hub” for all.

Set for the fall of  2019, the facility 
will include a new entrance as well 
as a new atrium, a space for student 
learning, parent engagements, and 
even hosting community events to 
further engage the school with the 
York Region community.

“These are spaces that we know 
will meet the needs of  our students,” 
said Kirsten Eastwood, the Executive 

Director of  Community Development 
at TMS. “Space does matter. We did 
a lot of  work to figure out, what do 
we really need to help our students 
thrive.”

Plans for the current gym on 
campus is for it to be transitioned 
to a performance space, which can 
be used for school productions, 
presentations, guest speakers, and 
the like, repurposing the smaller gym 
into something that has great value 
for the students.

Once the lower school construction 
is complete, renovations will begin 
on the upper school to advance the 
needs of  the students, including a 
standalone dining hall and student 
commons for collaborative purposes.

The capital campaign for the 
project began in 2017, a special 
appeal to the families and funders of  
the school to raise large donations for 
long-term plans. An overwhelming 
response allowed for ground to be 
broken on Phase 1 this past June.

“We have had some wonderful 
moms and dads, and some other 
people, who have helped us with 
amazing generosity,” said Young. 
“They are the foundation that no 
one sees. I would be remiss if  I didn’t 
acknowledge their profound help in 
allowing us to do this.”

TMS students add signed rocks to a wheelbarrow as a symbolic gesture for the launch of the 
school’s Building Our Significance campaign on Wednesday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

We wanted to put the  
children’s names into  
the actual foundations  
of the new building
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Aurora Votes 2018: Abel aims to undo “costly” 
Council decisions

By Brock Weir

John Abel aims to undo “costly” 
Council decisions and redirect this 
money to projects he think will bear 
more fruit.

Mr. Abel, who currently serves as 
Aurora’s Deputy Mayor, outlined 
his platform in his bid to unseat 
incumbent Geoff  Dawe to be Aurora’s 
next mayor in October at a campaign 
launch held Wednesday night at 
Graystones. 

In his speech, he took aim at many 
of  the big ticket decisions that have 
been made by Council over the last 
four years, many of  which he was a 
vocal opponent, while outlining his 
vision for the future.

If  elected, Mr. Abel said he would 
scrap plans for a three storey addition 
to the Church Street School as part of  
the Library Square development and 
break the Town’s current contract with 
Niagara College for the renovation 
of  the historic Aurora Armoury and 
redirect these funds for a revolving 
investment fund and the creation of  
a medical and innovation campus on 
the Hallmark lands.

“It has something to do with 
group-think, a particularly pernicious 
strain of  group think,” said Mr. Abel 
after slamming the Town’s deal with 
Niagara College’s Canadian Food 
& Wine Institute for the use of  the 
Aurora Armoury, a deal which saw 
the bulk of  the details hammered 
out behind closed doors. Most of  
the Town Councillors are timid 
and uncritical. I guess they believe 
they are doing a good job because 
they show up regularly for Council 
meetings, but they don’t delve into 
issues to deepen the understanding 
and they have trouble formulating 
opinions of  their own. They can be 

easily led like sheep. The leaders of  
the Council are much worse. They 
refuse to conduct due diligence. They 
refuse to evaluate business cases, they 
are reckless with other people’s money. 
Yes, they are good and fast talkers, 
and yes, they often boast about their 
leadership skills. But, in real life, they 
act in haste and they never consider 
the consequences or potential 
repercussions of  their actions, and 
they do not have the best interests 
of  Aurora at heart. Two of  them are 
running for mayor in October. 

“In contrast to my fellow 
competitors in the race for mayor, I am 
pragmatic, open and resolved to doing 
things deliberately and right. I cannot 
be swayed by special interest groups 
at the expense of  the community I 
serve. I believe in due diligence. If  
anyone on Council proposes a costly 
expenditure, they had damned well 
better have done their homework, or I 
will do it for them. 

“To all the citizens, the question 
is this: do you want to continue 
down this reckless pack of  hasty, 
unjustifiable spending, or do you want 
to return trust and fiscal responsibility 
to Aurora’s Town Council? If  it is the 
latter, I am your man.”

Among the decisions Mr. Abel 
deemed “unjustifiable” was the 
aforementioned Armoury deal, 
which he opposed from the outset, 
the use of  12 acres of  land on the 
former Hallmark site, land previously 
deemed employment lands, for the 
construction of  two senior baseball 
diamonds, and the current plans for 
Library Square. 

While he says he still supports the 
original price tag of  $2.3 million to 
renovate the Armoury into a cultural 
hub, he opposes using Aurora’s Hydro 
Funds for anything more than that. 

Similarly, he opposes spending an 
estimated $20 million for a Library 
Square plan that includes a building 
addition, instead offering Library 
Square as a gathering place and 
using the rest of  the space to increase 
parking.

The Hydro Funds earmarked for 
those projects, he said, would be better 
used to start a $15 million “revolving 
investment fund.

“This financial vehicle is a well-
proven method of  gap financing, 

primarily used for development and 
expansion of  businesses,” he said. 
“It is a self-replenishing pool of  
money, utilizing interest and principle 
payments of  old loans to issue new 
ones. With this fund, the Town will 
provide loans for the procurement 
of  properties, partnering with the 
development of  those properties, and 
sell them at a profit to create local 
jobs and businesses. The loan would 
be at a favourable interest rate for a 

Mayoral candidate John Abel formally launched his campaign at Graystone’s Restaurant on 
Wednesday night. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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THOMASVILLE® CLASSIC  
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BLANCO 1-1/2 Bowl Stainless Steel 

Topmount Kitchen Sink • 28" x 20-1/2" x 7" 

(1000714258)

$199
EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Dual-Mount 

Double-Bowl Kitchen Sink • 31" x 20-1/2" x 

9" (1000844313)

$348
EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® Single-Bowl 

Stainless Steel Topmount Kitchen Sink 

• 31-1/2" x 20-1/2" x 9-7/10" (1000674537) 

Faucet sold separately.

$398

MOEN® Torrance™ Kitchen 

Faucet • Chrome finish • Optional 

deckplate (1000101570)

$106
SAVE $10WAS $116

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® 

Market Pull-Down Kitchen 

Faucet • Stainless Steel finish 

(1000858669)
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SAVE $10WAS $129

EXCLUSIVE KOHLER® Barossa™ 

Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 

Bonus Soap Dispenser • Vibrant 

Stainless finish (1000797532)

$269
SAVE $30WAS $299

EXCLUSIVE PFISTER® Venturi™ 

Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 

Bonus Soap Dispenser • Spot 

Defense Stainless Steel finish 

• Optional deckplate (1001014144)

$299
SAVE $40WAS $339 EXCLUSIVE MOEN® Essie™ 

Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 

Bonus Soap Dispenser • Matte 

Black finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131791)

$299

DELTA® Trinsic® Pull-Down 

Kitchen Faucet • Chrome finish 

(1000756893)
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SAVE $50WAS $339

EXCLUSIVE GROHE Veletto™ 

Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet with 

Soap Dispenser • SuperSteel 

Infinity finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131745)

$299
GROHE Tallinn™ Pullout Kitchen 

Faucet with Bonus Soap 

Dispenser • SuperSteel Infinity 

finish • Optional deckplate 

(1001131750)

$299

SAVE $49WAS $248

MAKE A SPLASH  

WITH TOP BRANDS

‡‡Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Offers valid on measures received and orders placed between August 30 and October 10, 2018. Minimum purchase of 28 sq. ft. 

required. Offer valid on select colours only. Colour may vary slightly from image shown. Includes eased edge profile Type 1. Premium edge profile Types 2 to 4 at additional cost. Other additional charges may 

apply. Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 4 for details.¹  

Linen
Danae

Installs as a 

topmount or 

undermount

Rust, chip, scratch 

and scorch 

resistant

Includes 
supply 
lines

Duralock™ 

quick connect 

system

Spout 
swivels 
360°

UP TO  
$8000

‡  
INSTANT 
SAVINGS

ON ALL  

SPECIAL ORDER  

KITCHEN CABINETS

When you spend minimum  

$2,500 to $40,000 or more  

(before taxes), receive an  

instant savings of  

$300 to $8,000.

Offer is a tiered savings promotion.  

Discount is gradual and  

dependent on spend.

Kitchen cabinets promotion details:  

‡Valid on any single assembled kitchen cabinet or 

Eurostyle™ ready-to-assemble Special Order 

purchase. Offer not valid on In-Stock and Special 

Buy cabinets, cabinet hardware and cabinet 

refacing program. Offer not valid on the labour 

component of Installation Services. Other additional 

charges may apply. See page 4 for details.¹ 

BOOK A FREE KITCHEN 

DESIGN CONSULTATION
See an in-store associate or visit the Special Services Desk for details.

F �Eased edge
F �Single faucet hole

F �Rough sink cutout
Includes:

when purchased and installed 

through Installation Services.

See store associate or  

Special Services Desk for details.COUNTERTOPS
GRANITE • CORIAN® • DEKTON®

LIFETIME

Limited
warranty

Valid until Wednesday,  

October 17, 2018
V lid il W d d

KITCHEN UPDATES

5

Meet the Designer Night October 5th from 4 - 8 pm” 
“chance to win a Prize” Meet the Designer Night October 5th from 4 - 8 pm” 
“chance to win a Prize” 

COUNTERTOPS

BOOK A FREE KITCHEN

DESIGN CONSULTATION
See an in-store associate or visit the Special Services Desk for details.

              15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

To serve you better, York Region now o�ers household hazardous waste drop-
o� facilities at both the Elgin Mills Community Environmental Centre and the 
McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre. This addition of household 
hazardous waste facilities creates a one-stop waste depot for York Region 
residents. (Residential waste only – limits may apply).

WASTE MANAGMENT
1-866-665-6752 
york.ca/hhw 

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 
WASTE (HHW) 
NOW ACCEPTED AT 
ELGIN MILLS CEC

Elgin Mills Court Community Environmental Centre
1124 Elgin Mills Road East, Town of Richmond Hill 

McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre
130 McCleary Court, City of Vaughan

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City  
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem
Engineered to circulate air through natural 

convection, the Valor Horizon Fireplace 
is a highly effi cient fi rpace without 

a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Aurora Votes 2018: Clark doesn’t shy away from 
being a “NIMBY”

By Brock Weir

NIMBY – or “Not in My Back Yard” 
– is a term often thrown around as a 
pejorative, often against those who are 

opposed to a development just because 
it is nearby. It’s a phrase that Ian Clark 
often hears working in the planning 
department at the Region of  York – 
and he doesn’t think that’s necessarily 
a bad thing.

“I tend to favour developments that 
are contradictory to the Regional plan, 
where I was all in favour of  intensifying 
housing along Yonge Street, but when 
it comes to, say, developing the Magna 
properties, I don’t mind seeing single 
family homes, I don’t mind seeing 
grass,” says Mr. Clark.

Mr. Clark is vying for one of  six seats 
around the Council table in the October 
22 Municipal Election. His is a familiar 
name on the ballot, having previously 
stood as one of  28 candidates in the 
2014 municipal election.

Having that many candidates in 
the running the last time around was 
“exceptional”, he says, in having his 
voice heard amid all the “noise” but he 
is doubling down on those efforts now, 
knocking on as many doors as he can to 
get his ideas out there.

In the last election, Mr. Clark’s 
campaign centred on the preservation 
of  green space and responsible growth 
across the community, bringing people 
in to live – and shop – on Yonge Street 
and those are issues he says are more 
relevant now than ever before. 

“When I talked about the preservation 
of  green space, they started to cut down 
some trees on St. John’s Sideroad and 
developing the 2C lands,” he says, “but 
I don’t think people in Aurora had 
really seen the full scale of  the plan. I 
used to ride down the street on my bike 
and my biggest concern was I was going 
to get hit in the face inches from the 
trees at the side of  the road and there is 
no concern about that anymore. I think 
preservation is now going to be a more 
relevant issue for the people.”

He uses the issue of  the Henderson 
Forest to underscore this point. While 
he says he knows the development 
proposal in question concerns a private 
property and those opposing the 
development “face an uphill battle,” the 
fact that those fighting to preserve the 
woods collected the support of  more 
than 4,000 people bodes well for the 
preservation of  green space.

“Now that Aurora is running out of  
land, we’re still going to be developing 
land on the south side of  Wellington,” 
he says. “If  you want to live in Aurora, 
there’s going to be increased opportunity 
or pressure to find beautiful places, 
maybe some in the old communities, 
find a lot with a nice house, knock 
it down and build your dream on it. 
I am sensitive to the changes in our 
neighbourhoods. I like the way a lot of  
our neighbourhoods look, particularly 
around Town park. If  you can picture 
what could happen in the future, there 
are no measures taken by our bylaws 
or zoning to try and protect the way 
the community looks now. I would be 
in favour of  revisiting zoning bylaws to 
actually enforce what we want.”

Mr. Clark has seen the changing look 
of  Aurora first hand. He studied at St. 
Andrew’s College between 1985 and 
1988. For the past 20 years, he has called 
Aurora home once again, a community 
where he raises his two daughters. 

When he threw his hat into the 
political arena four years ago, he was 
worried about how the public spending 
of  the day would impact their future. 
Plans for the Joint Operations Centre 
and the expansion of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex were well underway, 

he notes, and, since then, those costs 
have “ballooned.” 

“I thought we had a real spending 
problem, so I was going to run,” he 
says. “I am not sure those problems 
have disappeared today.”

The development of  Library Square, 
for instance, is an issue he says is setting 
off  alarm bells. While he says he is 
“100 per cent in favour” of  building 
an extension, complete with theatre, 
onto the Church Street School, he has 
many doubts about the construction 
of  Library Square itself  between the 
School and the Aurora Public Library. 

“I am not sure that it is going to 
give back to the community the same 
about that is being spent on it,” he says, 
“[along with] the fact it is removing 
parking opportunities for the Library 
and moving them further away. A lot of  
users are mothers with small children, 
and you have senior citizens coming 
to use the library…[and they] will be 
walking further to try to get inside. I 
don’t really see that…enhancing the 
experience of  anyone who is coming to 
the Library.”

He has similar reservations about 
the renovations of  the historic Aurora 
Armoury and using the lion’s share of  
Aurora’s Hydro Reserves to complete 
both projects.

Council, he adds, has also been too 
hasty voting for using the Hallmark 
Lands on Industrial Parkway South 
for the construction of  two baseball 
diamonds. Mr. Clark says he doesn’t 
believe it is right to convert employment 
lands for recreational use.

“I don’t believe it is responsible,” he 
says. “When we run out of  land, there 
is always going to be pressure to move 
the property back into job creating and 
that is the right thing to do. It hurts me 
to say this because I am an advocate for 
facilities and strongly believe in providing 
fitness and sporting opportunities, but 
not there. Recreational [use] versus 
someone having the opportunity to put 
food on the table, you have to side with 
giving someone an opportunity.

“I don’t think you should sell (the 
land), just hold onto it and wait. There 
is no reason to use it. It is increasing in 
value by more than the proposed taxes 
that can be returned. There is no down 
side, just wait for that opportunity.”

As he looks ahead to October 22, 
Mr. Clark says it is important that each 
voter take a close look at what each 
candidate offers. He is, for instance, 
in favour of  keeping the current “at-
large” system at Council because he 
believes Council would otherwise lose 
a diversity of  voices at the table. As a 
dad, he says he looks at issues through 
a lens of  how they will impact kids, 
particularly when it comes to traffic 
and safety.

But, with that being said, that’s not 
the only lens he thinks one should 
consider.

“There is a misconception that if  you 
care about environmental issues that 
somehow you’re not equipped to deal 
with economic issues,” he contends. 
“It seems that that is the conception. 
I would like to say that is not the case. 
I actually see trying to preserve green 
areas that have been around our Town 
makes Aurora a more attractive place 
to do business.”

Council candidate Ian Clark is taking his second run for a seat at Town Hall. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 27, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 27, 2018Page  14             Page 15

By Brock Weir

It is an exhibition that was 200 hundred 
years in the making, and, to mark its 
opening, the Aurora United Church 
filled the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
Brevik Hall for the grand opening of  a 
new show celebrating the congregation’s 
bicentennial.

The sounds of  EmBellished, the 
Aurora United Church’s (AUC) hand bell 
choir filled the air as new and long-time 
members of  the community took a stroll 
down memory lane. 

Aurora United Church: 200 Years 
at Yonge and Tyler – The Journey 
Continues is an exhibition at the Aurora 
Museum & Archives guest-curated by 
congregants Helen Roberts, Mary Smith, 
and Bill Newman. Having opened this 
past spring, it winds down this Monday, 
October 1 following this Saturday’s 
Culture Days celebrations.  

“The lot at the corner of  Yonge and 
Tyler stands empty today,” say organizers. 
“Four years ago, a devastating fire 
destroyed the home of  the congregation 
of  the Aurora Methodist/United Church. 
But it was not the first fire that members 
of  the church had experienced. Nor was 
it the first struggle they had faced in their 
two hundred year history. Through wars, 
depressions, rebellion; through changes 
in their community from farmland to the 
commuter town, through change from 
Methodist to United, the spirit that drove 
that early congregation remained.

“And that spirit remains today -- 200 
years later as we celebrate and honour 
our 200 years at the corner of  Yonge and 
Tyler and look forward as our journey 
continues.”

Attendees of  the Grand Opening 
began their guided tour fittingly at the 
beginning at 1818, when what is now the 
AUC congregation formed in a log cabin 
at the crossroads before Aurora was even 
an idea. Known then as Tyler’s Meeting 
House, it was served by a saddlebag 
preacher, but, as the community grew so 
did the church.

Lost in the fire, however, was much 
of  the church’s own archives, lovingly 
curated by Ms. Roberts, AUC’s long-time 
resident historian and archivist.

But, tasked with this exhibition, she 
pulled together what survived the fire, 
what was able to be salvaged from the 
records, as well as items in the collections 
of  individual church members.

“I am thrilled with the way it turned 
out, I am thrilled with the number of  
people who came out tonight,” said Ms. 
Roberts, who was joined at the opening 
by three generations of  her family, all of  
whom are very familiar with AUC. “They 
are happy with it and it brings back a lot of  
memories to people, particularly people 
who have been long-time members and 
they are really pleased. I don’t know what 
to say!

“Everybody is enjoying it. How could 

you not? These designers have done 
such a fantastic job of  setting things up, 
I just find it mind boggling what they 
can do. I think it is amazing that Shawna 
[White, Curator of  the Aurora Museum 

& Archives] offered us this space, that it 
was available to us. If  we had our own 
building, we would have put up a display 
and it would have been available to 
members of  our congregation and that’s 

it. Whereas here, everyone can come in 
and see it.”

The Museum is located inside the 
Church Street School at 22 Church 
Street.

Last chance to see exhibition honouring 200 years 
of Aurora United Church

AUC member Holly Williamson is pictured 
with art depicting a phoenix rising from the 
ashes, made out of barn board, paint, and 
pipes from Aurora United Church’s original 
organ. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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IT’S TIME TO HIT THE PAUSE BUTTON 
ON THE PLACES TO GROW ACT!

As Your Mayor, I am proud to have shaped Aurora into a vibrant and prosperous 
community that is nationally-recognized as one of the best places to live in Canada.

However, we have reached a tipping-point in our development, where provincially-
mandated growth will shortly exact an unacceptable cost on our environment, our 
services and the many qualities that make our community so attractive.

That is why I joined Mayors across the GTA last week to ask Premier Ford to 
“hit the pause button” on The Places to Grow Act, so an objective appraisal of 
growth targets can be undertaken to help communities manage growth sustainably 
and in a manner consistent with the wishes of our residents.

As Your Mayor, it has been my core priority to balance growth while preserving the 
small town charm that drew so many families to our community. This approach has 
brought many benefi ts, including:

 300 new businesses

 More than 5,000 new jobs

 Two new major hotel projects

 One of the highest rates of job growth in York Region 

 Four new parks, new trails and preserving 40% of Aurora as green space 

As Your Mayor, my vision for Aurora over the next four years includes:  

 Keeping Aurora true to its rural heritage and pushing the pause button on 
mandated growth

 Continuing my proven track record of keeping taxes and debt low

 Continuing to deliver quality services to our residents

 Continuing to advocate for a new interchange at Highway 404 and 
St. John’s Sideroad

 Improving the intersection of Yonge Street and Wellington Street

 Successfully completing the Aurora Armoury project

 Developing Library Square into a vibrant community space

I believe in an Aurora where all residents are treated with respect, where our streets 
are safe and where everyone has the opportunity to prosper. If you share my vision 
for Aurora and support passionate, proven leadership, vote Geoff Dawe for 
Your Mayor - Aurora’s Mayor on October 22. Vote to keep Aurora progressive 
and prosperous for our present and our future!

GEOFF
DAWE
AURORA’S MAYOR

RE-ELECT

PROVEN
LEADERSHIP

905-751-0734 | geoff@geoffdawe.ca | www.geoffdawe.ca

VOTE GEOFF DAWE FOR YOUR MAYOR

Go to   www.geoffdawe.ca    to access  

� � � �

“Geoff, I’m happy to see you 
have decided to seek re-
election as Mayor of Aurora. 
During your tenure as Mayor, 
in our discussions, you have 
always found balanced 
solutions that consider 
the best interests of your 

constituents. We have made a lot of progress 
working together over the past 8 years, which has 
produced positive results for Aurora, Newmarket 
and the Northern Six Municipalities of York 
Region. The successful collaboration we have 
forged will be critical to solving issues that affect 
our communities, and I look forward to your 
constructive contributions.”

Tony Van Bynen
Mayor,
Town of Newmarket

 SUPPORTING PROVEN LEADERSHIP

“Mayor Geoff Dawe is an 
advocate for all types of 
education and has been 
a long-time friend to St. 
Andrew’s College. He 
understands the benefi ts 
of an independent school 
education and the value of our 

school as one of Aurora’s best employers. Under 
Geoff’s leadership, the Town of Aurora has provided 
the support necessary for the expansion of SAC 
facilities and enhancements to our campus, which 
helps us to maintain and grow our reputation as 
the best independent school in Canada. Geoff’s 
vision and guidance will certainly enhance Aurora’s 
sense of community and strength as we move 
through this time of tremendous growth together.”

Kevin R. McHenry
Aurora Resident,
Headmaster, St. Andrew’s College

 VOTING FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

It is time to push the 
Pause Button on the 
Provincial Places to Grow 
Act so we can re-evaluate 
it’s impact on Aurora.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Middle School program 

guides students to refine their 
learning skills and work habits 
to prepare them for success in 

the Upper School. Middle School 
students enjoy daily recess as 
well as a full complement of  
extracurricular, after-school 

programs including supervised 
homework room and tutorials.

UPPER SCHOOL
Learning at Villanova is exciting, 

engaging and enduring. Small class 
sizes, the Teacher-Advisor Program, 

the Guided Learning Centre and daily 
tutorials are just some of the ways 

that our caring faculty give students 
the individual attention they require 

to reach their full potential. Villanova’s 
educational program prepares 

students for university and for life by 
providing outstanding educational 

experiences and a breadth of 
extracurricular activities.

ATHLETICS
The VC athletics program is based 
on a philosophy of personal growth 

nurtured by skilled and caring 
coaches. Developing a spirit of 

teamwork, sportsmanship and fair 
play is essential at all levels. Our 
student athletes enjoy state of  

the art facilities including a new  
turf field, indoor running track and  
17, 000 sq. foot triple gymnasium.

ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM

Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses allow motivated 
students to study at a  

higher level and intensity  
in academic areas in which  

they have interests and 
strengths, preparing them  
for the most competitive 

academic programs at the  
top universities in Canada  

and worldwide.

ARTS
Our comprehensive arts program 
includes Instrumental and Vocal 

Music, Drama, Fine Arts and 
Media Arts and is integral to 

our commitment to develop the 
whole person. Students have the 
opportunity to imagine, create, 

perform and develop self-worth. 
Participation in the arts serves to 
broaden the lens through which 

our students see the world.

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

STEM PROGRAM
The Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) Program at 
Villanova College is an exclusive, four-
year academic enrichment program.

Students will take an enriched math 
and science program in grades 9  
and 10 to prepare them for the 

Advanced Placement (AP)  
program in grades 11 and 12.

SOCIAL OUTREACH  
& LEADERSHIP

One of the most important aspects 
of the Villanova experience is the 

opportunity to transform compassion 
into action through service activities. 
VC students share their own talents 

and resources with those in need 
through overseas mission trips,  

weekly sandwich patrols, Habitat  
for Humanity builds and countless 

other social outreach projects.

REGISTER FOR ONE OF OUR FALL OPEN HOUSES 
OCTOBER 18 & 22  •  NOVEMBER 21 & 23

905-833-1909  •  admissions@villanovacollege.ca  •  www.villanovacollege.org

WE ARE VC
Villanova College is an 
independent Catholic 

Augustinian school 
committed to excellence 

and dedicated to the 
education of young 

people engaging  
them in their spiritual, 
intellectual, physical  

and social development.
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Custom is more affordable 
than you think!
• Drapery, 
• Window Coverings
• Motorization
• Bedding 
• Upholstery
• Shutters
• Area Rugs

DWF

DISTINCT WINDOW FASHIONS LTD.

905.773.1271 
13270 Yonge St Unit #101
distinctwindowfashions.ca

Making homes 
Exceptional Since 1992

 sales@distinctwindowfashions.ca 

Sports • News • At Your Service  
Coming Events • Classifieds

Free delivery with 
Skip The Dishes

650 Wellington St E, Aurora, ON (Longo Plaza)

101 
fl avors 

of wings

Burgers   •  Sandwiches   •  Wrap   
                    Ribs   •  Deserts
                                  Draught beers 
                                            Spirits  
                                                    Wine  and 
                                                      cocktail        
                                                      bar

                    Ribs   •  Deserts
                                  Draught beers
                                            Spirits  
                                                    Wine  and 
                                                      cocktail        
                                                      bar

Daily Specials
               $9 Lunch Special Mon-Friday

        Half Price Wings Tuesday

Domestic Pint  Wednesday

650 Wellington St E, Aurora, ON (Long
GRAND RE-OPENING

Call for pickup order:
905-503-6650

Sandwiches Wrap   

, ON (Long  Plaza)
, ON (Longo Plaza)

Nobleton Lakes Weddings 
At Nobleton Lakes, we aim to  provide you the perfect setting to have your perfect day. 

With our stunning views and newly renovated clubhouse, our wedding team will ensure a day of excellence.  

Wedding Packages starting at $99 per person.  

Call (905) 859-4070 to book a tour of our facility. 

125 Nobleton Lakes Dr.  Nobleton, ON  nobletonlakesgolf.com 

Tigers on pace for another strong season

Captain Steven McLean played the overtime hero in the Aurora Tigers’ 5 - 4 win over the  
Mississauga Chargers on Monday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

If  history can repeat itself, the Aurora 
Tigers are in for another strong regular 
season showing in 2018-19.

The Junior A club has come roaring out 
the gate to a 4-1-1 record through the first 
six games of  the Ontario Junior Hockey 
League season, a repeat of  their September 
record en route to becoming last year’s 
NorthEast Conference champions.

Arguably the standout reason behind 
the quick start to the season has been the 
play of  goaltender Jack Irvine, who after 
riding the pine in Friday’s 3 – 2 loss to 
the Pickering Panthers, picked up a well-
fought tie with the powerhouse Trenton 
Golden Hawks on Saturday to remain 
undefeated on the season.

Hosting the Hawks at the Aurora 
Community Centre, Irvine stepped up 
early for his team in stopping all seven 

Trenton shots in the first, though a 
barrage early in the second saw the Hawks 
capitalize on a two-on-one.

Trenton doubled their lead just seconds 
into the third period on another defensive 
breakdown leading to a two-on-one, 
though Aurora returned to break the 
goose egg just a few minutes later when 
Joseph Mizzi was sent in alone to score his 
team-leading fourth of  the year.

Cameron Neaylon had a night to 
remember when he scored his first OJHL 
goal later in the frame off  a tipped shot 
from Sam Duchesne to tie the game at two, 
while a pair of  overtimes saw both teams 
walk away with a point. Irvine stopped 32 
of  the 34 shots he faced.

He kept his perfect record intact in 
the annual trip to Buffalo for the OJHL 
Showcase on Monday afternoon, where 
team captain Steve McLean played the 
overtime hero in a 5 – 4 win. 

Lanis Antonic scored with just over 

twenty seconds left in regulation to send it 
to overtime, while Mizzi scored twice and 
Jack Varga added a single.

Watching most of  the action from the 
bench last season in a backup role, the now 
18-year-old Irvine brings experience to the 
starters position in 2018-19, posting a 1.58 
goals-against-average so far to sit fourth 
among all OJHL goaltenders. He will be 
expected to be backed up most of  the year 
by 16-year-old Christian Filippetti, playing 
the mentor role to the Nobleton native.

Aurora’s nine points are good for 
second in the NorthWest Conference early 
on, trailing just the Oakville Blades by a 
single point.

They next take to the ice on Saturday in 
Stouffville to face the Spirit in the middle 
of  a five-game road trip, before longtime 
divisional rivals the Markham Royals in a 
Sunday afternoon matinee. 

Next home game is scheduled for 
October 6 against the Wellington Dukes.

And for those late to jump on the 
bandwagon, tickets to December 8’s 
Rogers Hometown Hockey spectacular 
between the Tigers and rival Newmarket 
Hurricanes are on sale at each home 
game.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.
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9:00 – 10:30 am
11:00 – 12:15 pm

FREE
Nordic Pole Walking Clinicscs!

Turn an ordinary walk into a full body workout.
For anyone of any fitness level.

SPORT SPORT SPORT ConnectedConnectedConnected
www.sportaurora.ca          @SportAurora

100 John West Way, P.O.
Box 1000, Aurora, L4G 6J1

A monthly bulletin from your sports community

Aurora’s ONLY
Medical Supply Store

We are your local, independent drug store, since 1984.
Add SPARKLE to your life!

Aurora Shopping Centre, 14800 Yonge St. • 905-727-2322

JOIN US THIS FALL!
High performance 
Boxing Programs

for the whole family!
Classes starting in October
• Adult programs
• Teen’s & kid’s programs
• Boxing fitness classes
• Boxing technical classes
• One-on-one or group classes
• In-home training
• Contact or non-contact

What will you conquer?
For more info
please contact us:
info@conquerboxing.com
416-455-9038

Do you have an interest in sport and physical 
activity?
If so, Sport Aurora and Activate Aurora need 
volunteers for a variety of interesting and 
challenging roles.
Contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator to find out 
more about the many opportunities with us 
throughout the year.

• BUILD YOUR RESUME!
• GROW YOUR WORK

EXPERIENCE!
• GET HIGH SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY HOURS!

SPORT AURORA AND
ACTIVATE AURORA HAVE

SHOES TO FILL

volunteers@sportaurora.ca

Sunday September 30th 2018 - Aurora community centre

House league and rep Showcase games
Games begin at 11:00am - official puck drop at 1:15pm 

Featuring HHOF Angela James

Along with fun activities Throughout the Event!

 

- CWHL exhibition Game -

VS

game begins at 4:30PM 
Admission: food donation + First 25 receive Aurora panther loot bag

Th

  CY
GHA 25 Anniversary Season Kickoff

Toronto furies MArkham thunder

clarkson cup  Special appearance for pictures!

AUTOGRAPH SESSION WITH CANADIAN WOMEN’S 
HOCKEY Olympians
 2:00pm - 2:30pm

Sunday September 30th 2018 - Aurora community centre

Ball HOckey - face paint - Magic show - bbq - Cake - obstacle course - Ice cream 
truck - balloon animals 

Sport and Recreation
ALL CANDIDATES MEETING
Learn where your candidates stand on sport & recreation issues.

• View candidate platforms at: sportaurora.ca      
(under the “what we do” tab)

• Watch for daily links to mayor and council         
candidate platforms on social media

• SEND US YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES 
VIA FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!

BEFORE THE EVENT

BUILDING COMMUNITY
through sport and
physical activity

ASK QUESTIONS. BE HEARD.
Where: Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Pkwy. N.

When: October 11, 7 pm - 9:30 pm

Walk to School Oct. 3
IWalk month kicks off at
Activate Aurora schools

IWALK EVENTS AT
• St. Jerome C.E.S. 20 Bridgenorth Dr., 8:00 am 
• Wellington P.S. 125 Wellington St. W., 8:40 am 
• Joseph’s C.E.S. 2 Glass Dr., 8:40 am

Activate Aurora supports IWALK, 
encouraging families, where distances 
permit , to find safe routes to school to 

ensure kids will be getting some exercise 
at both ends of the day. It is part of Activate 
Aurora’s mandate to help Aurora become 

Canada’s most active community.

Reasons to Walk:
• No equipment needed
• Builds friendships
• Reduces traffic
• Gets blood flowing to the brain

 

16635 Yonge Street, Unit 22, Newmarket, ON  L3X 1V6
New Telephone: 905-853-9889 / New Fax: 905-853-6115
Toll Free: 1-800-211-1881 / Same Email: Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

Our constituency office has moved. 
Please visit us at our new community office 

 in Newmarket.

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

As of  
October 1st 

2018

Aurora FC snap losing streak with season-ending 
shutout

By Jake Courtepatte

The third season of  Aurora FC 
football is in the books.

A tumultuous year for both the 
men’s and women’s squads in League1 
Ontario, the men were able to cap off  
the season on Saturday with a shutout 
in front of  a hometown crowd.

With a roster consisting of  a number 
of  new faces, Nicholas Rallis scored 
at the 23-minute mark in his League1 
debut, finishing off  a Max Ferrari 
rebound. 

After pouring six shots on goal in the 
first half, the offense kept coming in the 
second when Petros Vasilos snapped 
one home after a throw-in to double the 
lead, holding on for the 2 – 0 win.

The clean sheet, goalkeeper Sunny 
Dhaliwal’s first of  the season, snapped 
a five-game losing streak for the Aurora 
squad, who spent a good portion of  
the late season testing young talent 
after being eliminated from playoff  
contention.

Closing out the season with a record 
of  3-10-3, the men were able to jump 

Toronto’s ProStars FC in the final week 
of  play, finishing in a similar third-to-
last position as the Aurora women.

And while neither may have improved 
on their 2017 records, women’s 
assistant coach Marc Hamilton saw the 
positives in the developmental side of  
the program.

“It was a bit of  an up-and-down 
season,” said Hamilton. “But I feel like 
working with a young group, that’s to 
be expected. I feel like they’ve become 
more organized, more cohesive, their 
technical and tactical development has 
been great.”

Chief  among those was first-year 
player Markela Bejleri, who managed 
the only multi-goal performance on the 
season for a goal-starved Aurora squad.

“I think mainly for me, it was the 
physicality of  it,” said Bejleri. “It was 
always something I needed to work on. 
“Also, just the overall mentality of  the 
game…to know how to work hard and 
fight.”

Bejleri, who spent time at the Albanian 
Under-19 camp last September and was 
called to the national team for World 
Cup qualification in 2018, captained 

the Aurora squad to a solid record of  
1-1-1 to end their season in August, 
showing leadership and promise in an 
up-and-coming roster for next season.

“She’s not the most vocal player 
in the part, but I think she leads by 
example,” said Hamilton. “I also think 

it’s her sense of  creativity, on and off  
the ball…she provides a great role 
model for the younger players to look 
up to.”

Both sides of  the Aurora FC program 
will begin camps this fall to start filling 
out next season’s rosters.

Aurora midfielder Max Ferrari looks to get around an opposing defender in Aurora FC’s 2 - 0 
win over OSU Force at Stewart Burnett Park on Saturday. 

Photo courtesy of League 1
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Five Aurora Ducks struck Provincial 
Gold during the 2017-18 Competitive 
Swim Season. Thomas Nelander (14) is 
the most decorated among the five Ducks 
who brought home Gold.  Nelander was 
a Triple Gold Medalist at the Ontario 
Spring AA Provincial Championships 
in the 200 m Butterfly and the 100 m 
and 200 m Backstroke.  He also doubled 
at the Summer Festival Provincial 
Championships in the 100 m and 200 
m Butterfly.  Nelander wrapped up his 
season with Gold in the 200 m Backstroke 
at the Ontario Summer AA Provincial 

Championships.  Hunter Edwards (16) 
seized a pair of  Gold Medals at 
Ontario Spring AA Championships in 
the 200 m and 400 m Freestyle.  Brent 
Davison (14) captured Gold in the 400 
m Individual Medley at the Ontario 
Spring AA Championships.  Keenan 
Richardson (18) sprinted his way to 
Gold in the 50 m Freestyle.  George 
Zizakovic (14) dominated the Ontario 
Open Water Championships with a 
huge command of  the race from start to 
finish, and came home with the Gold.

Mayor’s Breakfast  
of Champions Spotlight

Ducks Swimming

BUILDING 
COMMUNITY
through sport and
physical activity # sportaurora

Sport and
Recreation

All Candidates Meeting

ASK QUESTIONS. BE HEARD.
Where: Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Pkwy. N.

When: Oct. 11, 7 pm - 9:30 pm

Learn where your candidates stand
on sport & recreation issues.

• View candidate platforms at: sportaurora.ca      
(under the “what we do” tab)

• Watch for daily links to mayor and council         
candidate platforms on social media

• SEND US YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES 
VIA FACEBOOK AND TWITTER!

BEFORE THE EVENT

OCTOBER 11, 2 018

Budding soccer, lacrosse stars break in new multipurpose field
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s newest multipurpose 
sports field was formally opened on a 
cool Saturday afternoon at Sheppard’s 
Bush, and the artificial turf  was 
warmed up by over a dozen budding 
lacrosse and soccer stars.

The new facility, located near 
Sheppard’s Bush’s Industrial Parkway 
South entrance, is a new sports hub 
that boasts not only the multipurpose 
artificial turf  field, but seats for 500 
patrons, eight natural grass soccer 
fields, a picnic shelter, a washroom, a 
snack bar, two parking lots, a fitness 
trail, and more. 

The new field was completed at a 
cost of  $1.18 million to be suitable for 
soccer, football, and rugby, and has 
significantly increased the amount of  
play hours for many of  the Town’s 
local sports teams.

“On a grass field with lights we 
can typically get about 400 hours 
a season,” said John Firman of  the 
Town of  Aurora. “On an artificial 
turf  field with lights, we can get up to 
1,800 hours of  use. That is when we 
typically use it, but it is actually more; 
we don’t factor in Monday to Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. when nobody is 
out here using it anyway. This is your 
evenings, weekends, and the real time 
when people use it that we can get up 
to 1,800 hours a year.”

Presiding over the formal opening 
was Mayor Geoff  Dawe, accompanied 
by Councillor John Abel, as well as Ron 
Weese, representing Sport Aurora.

“This is a great addition to our 
already pretty good complement of  
parks and fields,” said Mayor Dawe. 
“This…is a great opportunity to 
provide additional facilities to the 
Town and not only additional facilities, 
but facilities that can be used longer 
during the day and longer through the 

Mayor Geoff Dawe, Councillor John Abel, municipal staff and Ron Weese representing Sport Aurora, were joined at Shep-
pard’s Bush on Saturday morning by members of the Rising Stars Soccer Academy and the Redbirds’ boys’ and girls’  
lacrosse teams to kick-off the park’s new artificial turf field. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

year. It is a great opportunity for us to 
be a little more efficient in how we are 
using the facilities.

“The whole area is about 100,000 
square feet, so in addition to this 
fabulous new fields, we have eight mini 
soccer fields, we have the snack bar, the 
picnic facility, and, of  course, we’re 
attached onto the Sheppard’s Bush 
Trail System. It’s a great opportunity 
for you to come out and enjoy some 
facilities with your family and for us, 
as a Town, to be more engaged with 
our residents in terms of  getting them 
out and active and making sure we 

provide them with the facilities to have 
fun.”

On Mr. Weese’s part, he said the 
new field at Sheppard’s Bush was a 
welcome signpost noting the direction 
Aurora is headed in strengthening 
local sports.

“I am really happy the Town 
decided they were going to invest in 
multisport. It is a very good use of  
space and time, and we have very little 
space and time to waste. It is really a 
good, efficient thing,” he said. “Sport 
is highly supportive of  the work that is 
being done here in Town and I want 

to thank the Town for making this 
happen because it is one of  the unique 
fields that we have in this Region. I was 
speaking to some of  the soccer people 
here and she happens to be a U of  T 
grad who played for the University 
of  Toronto [and she said] this field 
rivals the field that you see at some of  
the best universities anywhere in this 
province. That is something we have 
to be very proud of.”

Construction of  the field took place 
between May and August. 

It was ready for game play on 
September 10.
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CPL All-Stars clash with ASC prior to Ontario trials
By Jake Courtepatte

Jim Brennan may be on the sidelines 
when York 9 FC makes its Canadian 
Premier League debut in 2019, but on 
Saturday, he took to the field one more 
time in support of  a good cause.

The former Canadian national team 
member, and current head coach of  
York 9 FC was joined by past teammates 
and CPL executives in a friendly against 
the Aurora Soccer Club on Saturday, in 
support of  Southlake Foundation and 
the Aurora Food Pantry.

Supporters young and old waved 
their banners as Brennan and his squad 
showed off  some new white and green 
kits, in a match they won 4 – 1.

Some well-known names from across 
the Canadian soccer landscape joined 
Brennan for the cause, including former 
Toronto FCers Marco Reda and Terry 
Dunfield, as well as CPL Director Kurt 
Larson.

The excitement in the air wafted 
farther than just the pitch: those in the 
stands were heavily decked out in fresh 
York 9 FC gear, many in anticipation of  
the CPL trials coming to Ontario in less 
than a week’s time.

Scouts and head coaches from across 
the league will be in Hamilton on 
October 1 – 2, before visiting Toronto 

on October 11 – 12, where Brennan is 
hoping to scoop up some homegrown 
talent.

With hundreds of  attendees expected 
from across York Region, is there any 
certain aspects that will give one 
player an advantage over another? No, 
according to Brennan, who said he and 
his staff  will be looking for “a good 
balance of  players.”

“We need some experienced players, 
we need some youth, we need some 
guys that can lead by example, that can 
take control in the dressing room,” said 
Brennan. 

Even positionally, the gates are wide 
open for any hopeful to pull on the 
green and black.

“You need utility players as well, 
guys that can play all over the park in 
different positions.”

For Brennan, he brings experience 
to the position in filling in a roster from 
scratch: he did so in 2016 in building 
the AYSC’s branch of  the semi-pro 
League1 Ontario squad, the Aurora 
FC, as the executive director.

Yet on a larger scale, and 
representing not just Aurora but the 
nine municipalities of  York Region, 
the grandiose task allows a much larger 
and more widespread pool of  players to 
choose from: something he thinks will 
benefit the program.

“I think a lot of  times, when a coach 
inherits a team and he wants to play a 
certain formation, he can’t because the 
players can’t adjust to it and he’s got 
to take a little bit of  time in order to 
move players on and get the players he 
wants,” Brennan said. “We’re in a good 
situation here where we can really build 
our squad to suit our style of  play and 
our system.”

The hundreds in the stands on 
Saturday may have caught a glimpse 
of  the type of  play Brennan hopes to 
bring to the team’s inaugural season, 
opting to prefer to fill his roster down 
the middle of  the field when they take 
to the pitch in 2019.

Though you can guarantee he and 

his staff  are doing their research daily 
to find their best fit, regardless of  
position.

“The key to success is a difficult one, 
and everybody has to find the right 
ingredients that are going to make 
them successful. And it’s not an easy 
task in world football.”

“It’s hard to win and it’s hard to get 
your systems right, your formations 
right, and get the right players in place, 
so we’ve got a hard task ahead of  us 
but we’re going to make sure we’re 
very thorough in what we do and make 
sure we get the right players in.”

More information on the upcoming 
trials can be found at www.york9fc.
canpl.ca.

York 9 FC Head Coach Jim Brennan joined some of his past teammates in a friendly all-star 
game against the Aurora Soccer Club on Saturday. 

Photo by Jake Courtepatte
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15900 Bayview Avenue 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 • 905-726-9532

WEEK
40/18

PAGE
FP

DOCKET #174983
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS_FP_D FINAL SIZE: 10.5x9.25”
IMAGE AREA 9.75x8.75”

PRINERGY 
PROOF

JW

ONTARIO

448
LB

9.88/kg

148
EA

377
EA

SAVE 5.00

798
EA

635
EA

SAVE 1.50

448
EA

AIR CHILLED 
PC® Blue Menu® boneless, skinless 
chicken breast fresh or Halal boneless, 
skinless chicken breast fresh  20789806

10 LB BAG
Farmer’s Market™ 

white potatoes
product of Ontario 
Canada no. 1 grade 

20600930001

no name® 400/450 g, 
PC® 300/400 g cheese bars or 
PC® shredded cheese 300/320 g 
selected varieties

PC® cooked 
or raw white 

peeled shrimp
 31-40 ct per lb 

400 g, frozen
20789931

Coca-Cola or 
Canada Dry soft drinks
selected varieties, 24x355 mL  20375155

Flyer prices effective from Thursday, September 27th to Wednesday, October 3rd, 2018. See back page for details.

 Tropicana 
orange juice 

selected varieties, 2.63 L

 

 ALL CHECKOUT LANES 
OPEN GUARANTEED*

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM

*Unless we are 
unable to due 
to unforeseen 

technical 
difficulties

RCSS TAB 1

  

FREE


when you spend 
$225 or more.
PC® SPIRAL SLICED BONE-IN 
HALF HAM, APPLEWOOD 
OR HICKORY SMOKED 
up to $30 value
20991036

4 10000 07568 5

Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location and 
receive free PC® Spiral sliced bone-in half ham, applewood or hickory smoked. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol 
products, prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, 
dry cleaners, etc.) and any other products which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $30 will be deducted 
from the total amount of your purchase before sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or customer 
account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be presented to the cashier at time of purchase. Valid from Thursday, 
September 27th until closing Wednesday, October 3rd, 2018. Cannot be 
combined with any  other coupons or promotional offers. No substitutions, 
refunds or 
exchanges on free item.  21061540

01_FRONT_WK40_RCSS_TAB_9_25_FPD.indd   1 2018-09-20   3:16 PM

WEEK
40/18

PAGE
2

DOCKET # 174983 
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS FINAL SIZE: 10.5x9.25"
IMAGE AREA 9.75x8.75" PRINERGY

Fall Harvest 198
EA

.98LB
2.16/kg

198
EA

698
EA 300

EA 298
EA

.98LB
2.16/kg

See back page for flyer details.

cauliflower  
product of Canada, 
Canada no. 1 grade
20135377001

Bartlett pears product of 

Ontario, Canada no. 1 grade or 
orchard run McIntosh 
or Royal Gala apples
product of Ontario,  
Canada fancy grade
20172240001/20002225001/ 
20083526001

10 LB BAG
Farmer’s Market™ carrots, 
yellow onions or beets
product of Ontario,  
Canada no. 1 grade  21121329001

12"  
pumpkin pie

20705772 mini cupcakes
chocolate or vanilla, 
284 g/12 pack

or frosted sugar 
cookies 425 g/10 pack, 
selected varieties
20422504

PC® extra thick 
cinnamon raisin 
bread 675 g or  
hot cross buns 8’s, 
565 g  20027472

sweet potatoes
product of U.S.A., no. 1 grade
20127708001

RCSS TAB 2

ONTARIO

02_WK40_RCSS_TAB_9_25_P_FallHarv.indd   1 2018-09-18   1:05 PM
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From page 1

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

WE NOW CARRY ALL 
WHOOSH!® PRODUCTS!

WHOOSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certi�ed Safe. Non Toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fone�x.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fone�x.com (289) 383-3182

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

arty Rentals arty Rentalsarty Rentalsarty Rentalsarty RentalsPPP
Aurora

• Bars & Casino 
• Catering Supplies 
• Chafi ng Dishes 
• Chairs 
• Chair Covers 
• Cutlery 
• Dinnerware 
• Glassware 
• Linen 
• Silver Products 
• Tables 
• Tents 
• Wedding Supplies

905.773.7706905.773.7706905.773.7706

This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC
Register in Advance!

 Parents? 
I s  th er e a YOUTH ag es 1 5  -  2 9  
at h om e w h o need s a JOB?
Send them to us! We can help! 

The views expressed in this publication are the 
views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Ministry

Hiring and Training Incentives  
are available for YOUTH !
Visit  http://www.rncemploymentservices.ca/
youth-programs.html

905-72 7-3777                         2 2 2  Wellington Street East

12  |  May 2018 www.TheMonthAhead.ca12  |  May 2018 www.TheMonthAhead.ca

ways” and Mr. Peterson said that despite 
Ms. Alleslev leaving the party to join 
the opposition, “the sun doesn’t stop at 
Wellington.”

“These are good policies, these are 
policies the people of  Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill voted for three 
years ago,” Mr. Peterson continued, 
touting the Government’s support of  
“putting a price on pollution, making 
polluters pay and putting that money 
back into the hands of  Canadians. 

“These are the policies I assure you 
one year from now the same voters 
will vote to continue, but we have to 
be honest and we have to be frank: 
this isn’t going to happen by default. 
Everyone in this room is going to have 
to work hard. We now need to get a 
great, strong candidate for Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill and I beg 
everyone to do what you can. If  you 
know someone, bring them forward. 

This is an opportunity of  a lifetime to 
have someone representing Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill.

“Whoever the candidate is, we need 
to continue to knock on doors, continue 
to make donations, continue to believe 
in the things we believed in three years 
ago. The people of  Aurora, Oak Ridges 
and Richmond Hill have not changed. I 
can assure you of  that. 

“I am in Aurora every day of  my life 
and I can assure you that they believe 
in Liberal values as much today as last 
Monday, as they did last year, as they did 
two years ago, and as they will five years 
from now. Their values don’t change 
because one-person changes parties and 
our values will never change. Values 
should not change. Values are what 
make us who we are. How can those 
change overnight? They cannot, my 
friends, and they should not, and they 
will not with anyone in this room. Only 
by working together can we continue to 
work together for the values that matter 
most. We will weather the storm. Believe 
me, the election starts today, make no 
mistake about it. 13 months from now, 
the same thing that happened in Aurora-

Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill the last 
election… a Conservative incumbent 
will be defeated and a Liberal will be 
victorious.”

Similar sentiments were shared 
by King-Vaughan MP Deb Schulte, 
another rookie Liberal elected along 
with Mr. Peterson and Ms. Alleslev in the 
last Federal election, in her case after a 
term as Regional Councillor for the City 
of  Vaughan. Speaking to the crowd, 
she offered her voice, along with those 
of  her Liberal colleagues across York 
Region, as a voice in Ottawa for Liberals 
in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
who might feel without one. 

“It is a difficult time and at difficult 
times we have to come together to 
support each other,” said Ms. Schulte. 
“You may think you have lost your 
representative up in Ottawa, but we’re 
here to listen to you and make sure that 
your voice is still very strong. We want 
to work with you and support the work 
you have to do on the ground. You are 
lot alone. It is important for us to be 
here today to make sure you know in 
this riding that you are still listened to, 
that you are very, very important in our 
riding, and we are here for you. 

“I was a friend of  Leona’s, we both 
worked at Boeing. I don’t want to talk 
about the past, but we all feel betrayed. 
We feel that she was embodying the 
values that we have been working very 
hard on for the last three years. We set 
a very ambitious plan, that we would 
work hard, that we would work together, 
that we would reflect the majority of  
Canadians, and we have done that.”

The Conservatives, she added are 
focused on winning York Region ridings 
because they saw one flip from Liberal 
to Progressive Conservative in June’s 
Provincial Election (Newmarket-Aurora 
having gone from Liberal Chris Ballard 
to the PC’s Christine Elliott).

“They think it is going to be easy and 
they are going to put their energy here to 
try and get it.” Ms. Schulte concluded. 
“They don’t know who they’re fighting, 
they don’t know that we know our 
communities, we’re representing the 
majority of  people in our communities, 
and we are ready for that fight and we’re 
not giving it up.”

Attending Saturday’s rally were Ahmed Hussen, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Cit-
izenship, along with MPs Kyle Peterson (Newmarket-Aurora), Deb Schulte (King-Vaughan), 
Gary Anandasangaree (Scarborough-Rouge River), and Majid Jowhari (Richmond Hill).

  
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

MPs tell Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Liberals  
they still have a voice in Ottawa
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promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

of Lighting ideas from

1000

Lampshades 
& we can 
arrange 

for installation

HOURS
 Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

      Sat 10-5, Sun 12 - 4 

...with thousands of styles to choose from!

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
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Menegakis withdraws Conservative nomination, 
looks south to Richmond Hill

By Brock Weir

Costas Menegakis has withdrawn his 
candidacy as the nominee for Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill in the 2019 
Federal Election.

His move came just hours after 
incumbent MP Leona Alleslev, Mr. 
Menegakis’ rival in the last Federal 
election, crossed the floor to join the 
Conservative Party last Monday.

Instead, he will seek re-election 
in the riding of  Richmond Hill, an 
area he represented until new riding 
boundaries came into effect in time 
for the last election.

“It was an honour to serve as MP 
for Richmond Hill, and I am grateful 
to have been nominated to run in 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill,” 
said Mr. Menegakis in a statement. 
“I am also pleased to welcome Leona 
Alleslev to our Party. She has a wealth 
of  experience and will be a strong 
asset to our team. Like our leader 
Andrew Scheer said, we’re building 
a team that is ready and able to lead 
Canada. As I withdraw my candidacy 
for Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill, I look forward to being part of  
that team and to the opportunity to 
once again represent our party in 
the riding of  Richmond Hill in the 
2019 election. As the former MP for 
Richmond Hill, I will work tirelessly 
to earn that trust as we present our 
positive Conservative vision for 
Canada.”

Now that Ms. Alleslev is a 
Conservative, Aurora is now 
represented by members from both 
the Government and Opposition 
benches. 

Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle 
Peterson, who was once Ms. Alleslev’s 
Liberal colleague says her move was a 
“surprise and a shock for sure.”

“I didn’t see it coming, but I wish 
her well,” Mr. Peterson tells The 
Auroran. “Everyone has to make their 
own decisions [and] I wish her well.”

Last week, Ms. Alleslev said one of  
the main reasons she left the Liberal 
government was that she felt her voice, 
and particularly her concerns on key 
portfolios like trade and defence, were 
not being listened to by the caucus.

Mr. Peterson, however, says his 
experience “has been very different to 
hers.”

“I feel like my voice is always listened 
to,” he says. “We have raised a few 
issues, even just last fall with the tax 
reform package, which was changed 
considerably from what was originally 
proposed, and that was due to a lot 
of  feedback from, among others, both 
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
and the Newmarket Chamber of  
Commerce. We were able to bring 
those comments and suggestions to 
the Prime Minister and the Finance 

Minister, so our voice was heard 
there. [Our voices were also heard] 
on the Canada Child Benefit and 
getting it pegged to inflation. Then 
there are things around international 
trade and all that. Every time I have 
raised an issue, it has certainly been 
listened to and I have never felt like 
I don’t have a voice at caucus by any 
stretch of  the imagination. Believe 
me, there are many of  my comments 
who have very different perspectives, 
perhaps from others in caucus. There 
are 180 people in caucus and there is 
never unanimity. People always raise 
different perspectives all the time.

“I have always been able to raise 
concerns and questions and carry 
messages from the constituents back up 
to Ottawa. I have never felt uneasy or 
ill-received if  I have raised something 
that is not necessarily in agreement, 
or in line with what the policy of  the 
government might be. At the end of  
the day, we’re all meant to represent 
the people who elected us in. My role, 
as I see it, is to carry that voice here 
to Ottawa. That is not always in line 
with what the Government policy is 
and, when it is not, I raise it.”

Mr. Peterson says he was in the 
House of  Commons when Ms. Alleslev 
made her surprise move to walk across 
the aisle and join the Conservative 
benches. While listening to her press 
conference with Conservative leader 
Andrew Scheer, he says he was 
surprised.

“Leona and I would see each other 
often because we were always in 
Aurora together,” he says. “As soon 
as July, we were hosting the Prime 
Minister in Aurora, so I was taken 
aback by, first of  all, her move across 
the floor and the reasons she was 
giving. Those are not my experiences, 
but she has her own reasons and I 
wish her well. I am going to still be 
seeing her around Aurora a lot and 
I look forward to continue working 
with her in that sense and at local 
events making sure the community is 
represented.”

He adds he is happy to help Aurora’s 
southern riding find a new candidate 
in any way he can.

“I think there will be a few people 
coming forward now that there will be 
an opening for the role,” he says. “I 
suspect there will be a number of  very 
experienced and strong candidates 
coming forward for the nomination 
and I would imagine that would get 
underway not too far away because we 
have just over a year until the election. 

“To the Liberal voters, if  you voted 
Liberal you’ll still have the option of  
voting Liberal, but at the same time, 
Leona made the choice she felt was 
the right choice, so I won’t want to 
vilify her and make it look like she is 
a bad actor in all of  this. She made 
the decision for the reasons she saw 

fit and I suspect she will continue 
to represent the riding as best she 
can. For the liberals in that riding, 
the election is only a year away, so 

hopefully it invigorates them, geared 
up and ambitious for the next election, 
and continue to work hard for what 
their priorities and values are.”

Liberal MP Peterson says Alleslev’s floor crossing came as a “shock”
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Thanksgiving FOOD DRIVE
for Aurora Food Pantry

“Stuff the Truck”
                           from New Roads Mazda

Soup 

Thanksgiving FOOD DRIVE

Entertainment: “Glenn Marais”

Aurora 
Farmers Market 

Celebrates

FEST

Culture Days is a collaborative movement that welcomes your participation. 
Look for your Culture Days passport in the Auroran, visit any of the participating 

venues to have your passport stamped and be eligible to win great prizes.

Saturday
September 29th

We also carry all installation material including 
Sealer, Cleaner, H.G. Product, Wood Pecker and more...

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD. 
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!

on a LARGE SELECTION of:

1987

FLOOR & WALL TILE

905-773-TILE (8453)

Come Visit Our 

SHOWROOM

FLOOR & WALL TILE
Come Visit Our

CLEARANCE SALE!

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Get a head start on Thanksgiving at the  
Colours of Fall Concert

By Brock Weir

Pumpkin Spice season is already here, 
and Thanksgiving season is just around 
the corner, so, if  you want to embrace 
both, consider coming out to Town Park 
next Thursday for the annual Colours of  
Fall Concert.

The Colours of  Fall Concert will 
take place Thursday, October 4, from 6 
– 8 p.m., and will feature free pumpkin 
carving – featuring complimentary 
pumpkins – along with a free community 
corn roast, and live entertainment from 
A Tribute to The Travelling Wilburys, 
featuring the music of  Bob Dylan, George 
Harrison, Jeff  Lynn, Roy Orbison, and 
more.

All this will take place under a colourful 
canopy of  fluttering leaves, courtesy of  
the trees that are the calling card of  Town 
Park.

“Concerts in the Park are certainly 
a summer tradition, and every year 
towards the end of  the concert series we 
hear that people wish there were more 
of  them, but when it comes down to the 
summer ending and school starting, it 
doesn’t seem to be feasible,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for the 
Town of  Aurora. “But when you look 

at the Thanksgiving weekend, it is such 
a time of  drawing people together. The 
weather is usually still on our side, so 
I thought it might make sense to create 
one last outdoor concert on the Thursday 
of  the long weekend as an additional 
opportunity for families to gather. 

“The timing of  the concert is different, 
as we operate from six to eight p.m., but 
to stay with the Thanksgiving holiday in 
mind, we do provide a limited number 
of  pumpkins for families to carve that 
evening. We provide the carving supplies, 
the compost bags, all that stuff, so families 
can carve a pumpkin together and listen to 
a fantastic concert.

“Last year for Canada’s 150, we offered 
a free corn roast, which we had not done 
before. Due to the overwhelming feedback, 
it was something that had to return this year. 
The corn is free, the pumpkin is free, the 
carving supplies are free, the experiences 
are free. Hopefully weather will be on our 
side, and it is one last chance to sit in Town 
Park, take in the ambiance while listening 
to a great feature band.”

Weather permitting, there will also be a 
baton twirling group to come on between 

acts, providing a nice change of  pace. If  
weather does indeed cooperate, they will 
be trying their hand at a few popular fire 
baton routines.

If  pumpkin carving is more your 
thing, it all takes place in a friendly, non-
competitive atmosphere, and you can 
take the fruits of  your labour home for a 
weekend Thanksgiving centrepiece.

If  you’re a novice pumpkin carver, Ms. 
Ware offers a pro-tip: “Sometimes starting 
with a simple design turns into something 
beyond fantastic. Sometimes people put so 
much pressure to come out with perfection 
right from the get go that they get too 
frustrated trying achieve that. Starting with 
the simple concept usually it ends up being 
favourable and very rewarding.”

“This concert tends to be our smallest 
one, and I think that’s because a lot of  people 
might not know about it or know what it’s 
about, but it is really an experience,” she 
adds. “I strongly encourage people to come 
out, get connected with their neighbours 
or meet new friends in the community.”

For more information on the Colours of  Fall 
Concert, visit www.aurora.ca/fallconcert. 

1. Order a box at https://pjsandpancakes2018.wixsite.com/mysite
2. Boxes are $50 minimum or by donation
 (EVERY dollar goes directly to POGO!)
3. Pick it up before Thanksgiving or we can deliver to you!
4. Make, share & enjoy pancakes in your PJs with your family!
5. Talk about POGO with your family and celebrate that you
 are helping all the kids in Ontario who are sick ~ 
 in their pajamas ~ fighting cancer today!
6. Share some great family pics #pjsandpancakesathome
 to encourage our friends at POGO

• Pancake Batter
• Maple Syrup
• Spatula 
• Apron
• Coffee
• Juice 
• Water
• Fresh Fruit
• Perfect for a family of four

SOME BOXES WILL HAVE

MYSTERY SUPRISES!

(ROGERS IPHONE X, 

LEAFS TICKETS, 

HATLEY PYJAMAS)

 (EVERY dollar goes directly to POGO!) (EVERY dollar goes directly to POGO!)

 are helping all the kids in Ontario who are sick ~  are helping all the kids in Ontario who are sick ~ 
 in their pajamas ~ fighting cancer today! in their pajamas ~ fighting cancer today!

 to encourage our friends at POGO to encourage our friends at POGO

PJ
's &

 PaNCaKeS at H0Me

Thanks giving  Weeken
d

This Thanksgiving Weekend, Share a Family Pancake Breakfast
at Home in your Pj’s, and Support Kids w ith Cancer

it's easy!

each box includes:

Get yours while supplies last...
               they're selling like hot cakes !

Sponsorships still available! For further information, please contact Kate, Meghan & Jack Beswick: 
pjsandpancakes2018@hotmail.com • 905-717-5819

By Jake Courtepatte

Starsky Fine Foods took the time 
Saturday to thank its local customer 
base for welcoming them into the 
Aurora community one year ago.

The anniversary party included a 
free barbecue, face painting for the kids, 
and live music in an all-afternoon event.

Located on Bayview Avenue and one 
of  four stores across Ontario, Starsky 
Fine Foods took over from the old 
Michelangelo’s location last September.

Catering to an Eastern European 
selection, the market is home to unique 
gourmet foods that may be difficult to 
find at a top-chain store.

“Although they have been here a 
while, we are officially welcoming 
Starsky Fine Foods here today,” said 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe. “It’s a great 
indication of  the diversity we’re starting 
to experience in Aurora. You can see 
some of  the great things that comes 
along with diversity…the different 
cultures, the different opportunities to 
experience.

“To see people from other parts of  
the world, and their likes and tastes, is 
wonderful. We look forward to working 
with them for a very long time.”

Owner Piotr Zuski and his staff  
would also like to thank their vendors 
for “providing gifts and supporting us 
throughout the year.” 

Starsky Fine Foods celebrates one 
year anniversary in Aurora

Mayor Geoff Dawe cuts a ceremonial 
ribbon alongside owner Piotr Zuski to 
celebrate the one-year anniversary of 
Starsky Fine Foods in Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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CROSSWORD

Not for Profit Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Skills
Development

Skating
Development

Ages 6-12 
September 13 - 
October 18, 2018

Ages 6-12 
September 11 - 
October 16, 2018

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3
Money Talk$ -- This free, informal monthly 

education/conversation group shares unbiased 
knowledge about the investment environment and about 
financial planning. This month’s theme: Investment 
Plans/Investment Environment: Sharing Our 
Collective Experience. Presentation followed by group 
conversation. No financial products or services will be 
offered or sold, directly or indirectly. People employed in 
the financial services industry are welcome to attend and 
contribute, but not to engage in the promotion of  any 
products, companies or services. Presented by the Aurora 
Public Library. For more information, contact the Adult 
Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275. 7 p.m. at the 
Aurora Public Library.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

OCTOBER 21 – 22
The York Symphony Orchestra presents Hallowe’en 

At the Symphony – a performance of  classic Hallowe’en 
Favourites with guest artist Yu Kai Sun on the violin. 
Saturday, October 20 at 8 p.m. at Trinity Anglican 
Church, Aurora. Sunday, October 21 at 3 p.m. at the 
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. For more 
information, including tickets, call 416-410-0860.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
AHS Speaker Series: Bob Dengler and Steven 

Dengler: The C150 Global Odyssey: Around the World 
by Helicopter. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House. Join us at 
Hillary House as our speakers Bob and Steven Dengler 
discuss “The C150 Global Odyssey Around the World 
By Helicopter”. Departing on July 1 of  2017 to celebrate 
Canada 150 — 150th anniversary of  Canadian 
confederation — the Canadian circumnavigators flew a 
Canadian-made Bell 429 helicopter around the world, 
visiting every Canadian province and territory, as well 
as some landmarks celebrating remarkable achievements 
and events from Canada’s rich history. 15372 Yonge 
Street. $5 for Aurora Historical Society members. $7 for 
non-members. For more information or to reserve your 
seat call (905) 727-8991 or community@aurorahs.com.

* * * * 
Garden Aurora! – “Trees & Shrubs for Today’s 

Smaller Gardens”, a presentation by Darren 
Heimbecker. Meeting of  the Aurora Garden Club is 
held at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial 
Parkway North at 8 p.m. Join us for refreshments and the 
opportunity to become a member. Further information 
at www.gardenaurora.com or by calling 905-713-6660.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
GranAurora, an initiative of  the Stephen Lewis 

Foundation in support of  African Grandmothers, 
presents An Evening with Astronaut Dr. Dave Williams, 
tonight at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street. 
Doors open at 6.45 p.m., the event begins at 7.30 p.m. Dr. 
Williams will present his book Defying Limits: Lessons 
from the Edge of  the Universe. Light refreshments will 
be served. Books available for purchase courtesy of  
Blue Heron Books. Tickets are $20 and available for 
purchase by email or phone: 905-727-9235, 905-751-
1217, or granaurora4114@gmail.com. All proceeds 
support the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre hosts its annual 

Holiday Bazaar today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. at 
90 John West Way. Bake sale, art sale, local vendors, 
Senior Centre crafters, silent auction, coffee shop, and 
more. Don’t miss out, come and join the fun!

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Chefs from across the region will participate in the 

9th annual “Empty Bowls” fundraiser at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.  Proceeds from the day will be 
donated to Welcoming Arms, Aurora and Inn From 
The Cold, Newmarket. Patrons can enjoy gourmet 
soups and breads prepared by local chefs, served in 
some of  the 500 hand made soup bowls created by 
members of  Pine Tree Potters’ Guild. After the meal, 
patrons will take home their chosen bowl. Early lunch 
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $50. Late lunch 1.30 – 3 p.m. 
$50.

* * * * 
AHS Speaker Series: Bill Fleury and Fiona 

Smith:  Aurora Diaspora? How J. Fleury’s Sons (and 
Daughters) Took Aurora to the World at Hillary 
House from 7 – 9 p.m. Exploring the theme, “Aurora 
and the World”, how did late 19th century Aurora, a 
town of  barely 2,000 people, make a name for itself  
in the world? Bill Fleury and Fiona Smith will address 
this question from two perspectives that shed light on 
Aurora’s manufacturing history and on the history of  
women born in the Town. 15372 Yonge Street. $5 
for Aurora Historical Society members. $7 for non-
members. For more information or to reserve your 
seat call (905) 727-8991 or community@aurorahs.
com.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

HEATING /AIR CONDITIONING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory  905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

SEE the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION • PROCESS COOLING • AMMONIA

151 Applewood Cres., Unit 17
Concord, Ontario
L4K 4E3

Tel: 416-410-3450
thermalconcepts@rogers.com

ThermalConcepts.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

run ng • Re o al  
Con ult ng • ra ng • EA

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DAL ON S PAIN INg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

SPA

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

DECORATING/STAGING

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging 
Services Tailored For You

Lisa Cleary 
Certifi ed Interior Decorator

HamnettInteriors.ca
289 338 4696 ⎜LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

18 years of the best care for seniors 

Please contact Brian Porter, Director, Living
Assistance Services (LAS), for advice and care 
at home at: o�ce 416.483.0070
cell 905.758.2486 or b.porter@laservices.ca

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

DEMORENO G.C
Specializing in Residental & Commercial 

Renovations/Repairs 

Outdoor Repairs and More... 
CESAR   905-960-0907

Demolition Rebuild/Remodeling
Bathrooms/Kitchens 

Tiles/Walls/Flooring • Bin Rentals/Cleanups 
General Household & Offi ce Repairs
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Barber or Stylist wanted 
for full time position 
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

Immediate Openings Caledon , 
Bolton, Barrie

• Certified Forklift, Reach, Walkie 
Operators

• Shipper / Receiver, Bolton,  
$18 - 20/ hr.

• Dispatcher, Bolton, Exp. with 
Snow Plows, Vac Trucks

• Licensed Millwright, Fitter /  
Welder

• Skilled Factory Labour, Days and 
Afternoons, up to $17.50 / hr

• Exclusive Resort, large variety of 
positions (indoor and out)

• Warehouse Coordinator, ERP, 
Inventory, Kitting......... Day shift, 
Salary TBD

• Construction Yard workers,  Heavy 
Outside work....... $18.00 / hr.

• AZ, DZ, and G Class Drivers
• Administrator, Etobicoke, CSR and 
Accounting exp. req’d

• General Labour positions..... 
$15.00 to 18.00 / hr

       Lots more jobs available….. 
Email resumes today
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

WILLING TO EDUCATE: Highly 
motivated individual for rewarding 
career in financial services.  Call 
Amanda at 416.873.9998

SPAR-CLEAN INC. is looking for 3-4 reliable, 
detail oriented employees to join our team 
of residential cleaners. Spar Clean has been 
servicing Newmarket, Aurora and surrounding 
areas since 1996. Both part time and full time 
positions are available, evening and weekends 
are not required. A drivers license is also not 
required but would be considered an asset.

Call to apply: 647-333-7397

Come Join Our Happy Team!

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

ACCOUNTING/
BOOKKEEPING

Looking for experienced candidate
in the following:

• Bookkeeping including account reconciliation, 
   HST preparation & year end entries
• Sage 50 (Simply Accounting) and Quick Books
• Excel and Word
• Monthly payroll preparation & ETD remittances
• T4 & T5018 Contract payment preparation
• WSIB & EHT remittances
• T1 General Income Tax, T2, Corporate Tax
   and T3 Trust Returns

Please send resumes to: acctgapplicants@gmail.com

This is my point that I was trying to 
make earlier about principles: it is not 
always about you it’s about the people 
you serve in the best interest of  those 
who do not have a voice.

I hope that MP Leona Alleslev 
quickly learns the people like me who 
are disabled do not have a voice in 
any Conservative party. 

Benjamin Williamson
Ottawa (formerly Aurora)

(Editor’s Note: During the course of  
the last campaign, Mr. Menegakis denied 
intentionally humiliating Mr. Williamson. 
Rather, the Conservative candidate said he 
was unable to hear the question asked of  him 
in the crowded meeting)

Reader angered by Alleslev’s reasons
When I saw the news about the 

crossover to the Conservatives by our 
“elected” MP without warning or 
consultation with her constituents, I was 
angry and frustrated by her comments 
that she was doing this for us.

If  I had wanted to vote for Andrew 
Scheer, I would have voted for the 
Conservative candidate at that time. 

I believe that this was a personal 
decision based on her thinking that 
she’d have a better chance winning 
in the next election, if  she made the 
switch. I do hope that she lands back 
into being one of  the constituents and 
not a politician in the next election. 

B. Howes
Aurora

short term. The payments from the 
loan would then be deposited back 
into the revolving investment with 
interests and the profits would go to 
our reserve. This strategy has already 
achieved great success with the Town’s 
Leslie Street employment lands and 
the LED lighting conversion project.

“In short, we will invest in Aurora 
and we will get the most mileage out of  
the dollars we spend. In an immediate 
example: we will purchase the Sports 
Dome with the revolving investment 
fund and we will pay back the loan 
with favourable permit fees for the 
users. Once the loan is paid back, we 
will own this asset and we will better be 
able to support our local soccer clubs. 
If  we provide arenas for hockey, then 
we can certainly provide a dome for 
our soccer community.”

Getting in and around Town was 
another focus for Mr. Abel, pledging to 
form an “enhanced GO Transit shuttle 
service” for Aurora commuters to get 
to and from the station, freeing up 300 
parking spaces in the process.

Additional facility space for the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre is also part of  
his platform, as is windrow removal in 
the wintertime.

“We will make sure that the 
windrows left by snow plows are 
removed so people don’t get trapped 
in their driveway,” said Mr. Abel to the 
applause of  the crowd, noting that it 
will be a service paid for by users as 
needed and a subsidized service for 

those in the community who can’t 
afford it. 

He wants to partner with local school 
boards on the establishment of  after 
school programs and “cultural hubs,” 
redeveloping the Howard Johnson’s 
site, an “eyesore” he characterised 
as “a signature of  Geoff  Dawe’s 
inability to address obvious critical 
issues”, develop an affordable housing 
strategy to curb a brain drain of  our 
educated youth to cities, and develop 
the Hallmark lands into a medical 
campus or high-tech incubator “that 
will generate hundreds of  jobs and tax 
revenue for Aurora.”

He would also continue efforts 
for a new multipurpose recreational 
centre on the Bloomington lands, 
currently owned by the Province, 
near Cardinal Carter Catholic High 
School, but a recreation centre that is 
completely barrier-free like Durham’s 
Abilities Centre. Soccer and baseball 
tournaments, he added, would be 
brought back to the downtown core, by 
repurposing existing fields and green 
spaces at Machell and Fleury Parks. 

“If  I am elected Mayor of  Aurora, 
the days of  secret negotiations and 
backroom deals will be over. Openness 
and transparency will return to Council. 
We will do our due diligence, evaluate 
each business case and consider all 
reasonable options. We will restore 
fiscal responsibility and trust in our 
local government and we will always be 
guided by one overriding principle: to 
improve the lives of  people in Aurora.

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITORTransit, recreation a focus for Abel
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered
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FALL OPEN 
HOUSE DATES
OCTOBER 18 & 22 

NOVEMBER 21 & 23

GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

You’re  
Invited!

• STEM & AP Programs

• University Preparatory

• Catholic Tradition of 
Academic Excellence

• Tuition Assistance

• Entrance Scholarships 
Available

Please register at  
www.villanovacollege.org 

or call 905-833-1909
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GRADES 4-12 CO-ED  •  KING CITY, ON

VC by the  
Numbers

BUS ROUTES  
SERVICING YORK  
REGION & BEYOND

525
ENROLMENT 

Grades

4-12
 

ACRE  
CAMPUS  

16:1  
Average Student  

Teacher Ratio

 

100%  
UNIVERSITY 
PLACEMENT

30 
SPORTS 
TEAMS

40+ 
Clubs and 

Extra-Curriculars

9


