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30th Hoedown 
raises $538,000  
for 20 community 
groups

By Brock Weir

Twenty community groups, serving 
thousands of  people across York Region 
and beyond will have a share of  over half  a 
million dollars raised over the course of  the 
milestone 30th Magna Hoedown.

This year’s two-day party, York Region’s 
largest, raised an impressive $538,105 for 
charities. 

1 Vata Court, Aurora 
905.713.2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

More 
than a 
pool 
store!

Jim Cuddy of Blue Rodeo takes the stage Saturday evening, headlining the final night of 
the 2018 Magna Hoedown. 

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

TWO MONTHS IS A LONG TIME IN POLITICS – (LEFT) Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev is pictured speaking 
alongside Prime Minister Justin Trudeau at a Liberal Party fundraiser at the Royal Venetian Mansion on July 20.  Fast forward (RIGHT) to  
September 17, when Ms. Alleslev crossed the floor to the Conservative Party. Pictured here with Conservative leader Andrew Scheer, she tells 
The Auroran she made the decision after seeing things hitting “a tipping point.” For her personal perspective on her decision, see Ms. Alleslev’s 
MP’s Report on Page 5.                            Photo courtesy of the Conservative Party of Canada 

By Brock Weir

She asked herself  if  she could look 
her constituents in the face, but also if  
she could look at herself  in the mirror 
at the end of  the day knowing she had 
done everything she could to represent 
the interests Aurora-Oak Ridges-

Richmond Hill.
That is what Member of  Parliament 

Leona Alleslev says played a factor 
in her surprise decision to cross the 
floor of  the House of  Commons on 
Monday from the Liberal benches to 
the Conservative Party.

At the time, she said she stood in the 
House “deeply concerned for the future 

of  the country.”
The world, she said, has dramatically 

changed over the last three years, leading 
to “fundamental shifts in the global 
economy while trade relationships, 
international agreements, and defence 
structures are under threat” – a “perfect 
storm” of  serious challenges that needs 
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“Politics should be about 
   improving people’s lives”
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Small School 
Big Results 
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Service with Professionalism

Open House Sunday 2-4pm, 45 Cassells Drive, Bond Head 
Hwy 27 north of Hwy 88 to signs!  It’s a beauty – shows to 
perfection!  Just move in!  Open concept plan!  Hardwood 
flrs!  Spacious great rm w/B-I entertainment centre & gas fpl! 
Main flr den w/fpl!  Sep. formal dining w/vaulted ceiling!  
Massive centre island eat-in kit!  Master w/w-in closet & 
inviting ensuite!  Bright prof. fin open concept w/o lower 
level w/inlaw potential!  Triple grg! $1,398,888 

FOSTER’S FOREST ESTATES 2400-SF BUNGALOW 1.72 AC!

Open House Saturday 2-4pm, 22 Vanvalley Dr.,  
Stouffville – Woodbine N. of Vandorf to signs!  Soaring 
10 ft. to 16 ft. ceilings!  Open concept plan!  Massive 
great room!  Gourmet centre island kitchen w/w-o to 
oversized Trexx deck w/tempered glass rail!  Huge master 
w/enticing ensuite!  Bright prof. fin w/o lower level 
too!  6500SF finished!  Quiet child-safe court! Oversized 
parking suits 2 families! $1,900,000

WOW, IT’S A KNOCKOUT!  3515SF BUNGALOW ON 1 ACRE!

hallmarklindrealty.com
*Based on 
IMS Statistics, 
Aurora Offices

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

Alleslev’s switch to Conservatives came at “tipping point”



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 20, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 20, 2018Page  2             Page 3

GEOFF
DAWE
AURORA’S MAYOR

RE-ELECT

PROVEN
LEADERSHIP

905-751-0734 | geoff@geoffdawe.ca | www.geoffdawe.ca

VOTE GEOFF DAWE FOR YOUR MAYOR

Go to   www.geoffdawe.ca    to access  

I care deeply and passionately for Aurora.  I originally ran for public offi ce in 
2010 to give back to the community that has given so much to me and my 
family.  I was honoured to provide years of volunteer service before serving 
as Your Mayor. Over the past eight years, it has been my privilege to serve 
and deliver on my promises to: 

 Keep our property taxes low while delivering consistently reliable 
town services 

 Build a successful strategic vision for a strong, caring and 
prosperous Aurora 

 Provide effective leadership for Aurora at York Regional Council and at 
our world-class facility, Southlake Regional Health Centre

My passion for our community and our residents has always guided my efforts 
as Your Mayor. This passion still motivates me to continue the excellent work 
we have accomplished together to make Aurora a better place to live, work 
and play. Over the past eight years, we have succeeded in:  

 Attracting more than 5,000 new jobs across all job sectors 

 Achieving and sustaining one of the highest rates of job growth 

in York Region 

 Attracting and developing two major hotel projects

 Balancing growth by adding four new parks, new trails and preserving 

40% of Aurora as green space

 Building a community that is nationally recognized as one of the best 

places to live in Canada

As Your Mayor, my vision for Aurora over the next four years includes:  

 Continuing my proven track record of keeping taxes and debt low

 Continuing to deliver quality services to our residents

 Continuing to advocate for a new interchange at Highway 404 and 

St. John’s Sideroad

 Improving the intersection of Yonge Street and Wellington Street

 Successfully completing the Aurora Armoury project

 Developing Library Square into a vibrant community space

I believe in an Aurora where all residents are treated with respect, where our 
streets are safe and where everyone has the opportunity to prosper. If you 
share my vision for Aurora and support passionate, proven leadership, vote 
Geoff Dawe for Your Mayor - Aurora’s Mayor on October 22. Vote to keep 
Aurora progressive and prosperous for our present and our future!

Aurora has become one 
of the most desirable 
places to live in Canada, 
a community with low 
taxes, low debt and a 
wealth of services.

“In my years of service as the 
Provincial Member of Parliament 
for Aurora, I came to recognize 
the need for and the benefi t 
of strong leadership for our 
community. A strong leader is 
multi-dimensional. They are there 
when you need them, not just 

when it is convenient to them. I believe that the Aurora 
community has benefi ted greatly from the stable and 
strong leadership Geoff Dawe has provided to Aurora 
and all of its residents over the past eight years.”

FRANK KLEES
Aurora Resident since 1985 MPP and Cabinet Minister 
Newmarket - Aurora (1995 - 2014)

 VOTING FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP

“My family and I have been 
residents in Aurora for over 20 
years. I have known Geoff for 
many years and his support of 
The ABLE Network has been 
outstanding. At ABLE, we support 
adults with Intellectual Disabilities 
and Mayor Dawe has shown 

amazing support for inclusivity of Aurora residents 
of all abilities. Geoff’s openness to diversity is an 
important quality for the Mayor of Aurora to have 
going forward. Mayor Dawe has been a very positive 
infl uence on our town and has accomplished many 
things in the last four years. I strongly endorse Geoff to 
be our Mayor in the next municipal election.”

BARB ALLAN
Aurora Resident since 1998 Founding Director, 
The ABLE Network

 VOTING FOR PROVEN LEADERSHIP
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many
sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

Thursday’s Volunteer Fair kicks off busy season for Aurora’s youth
By Brock Weir

The 2018-2019 school year is now 
in full swing, and if  you’re trying to 
figure out how to get a head start on 
the 40 hours of  community service 
you need to put in to get your diploma, 
head over to the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex this Thursday afternoon to 
learn all you need to know.

On Thursday, September 20, from 
4 to 7 p.m., the Town of  Aurora will 
host the annual Youth Volunteer 
Fair, which brings together over 20 
community groups from within Aurora 
and from across York Region. 

It is a chance to learn about current 
and upcoming volunteer opportunities 
in the area that might be that perfect 
fit for you and your interests. 

“The aim of  the fair is to let 
youth know about all the different 

opportunities for them to not only get 
involved in their community, but to 
find ways of  giving back,” says Julie 
Stephenson, Youth Programmer for the 
Town. “We know students usually have 
a minimum requirement of  volunteer 
hours to graduate, but volunteering is 
also something that is really important 
to their own development so they can 
learn about their communities, get 
a sense of  pride from giving back, 
and also develop some really great 
hands-on and interpersonal skills from 
engaging in that opportunity, as well.”

The Youth Program keeps teens 
informed on these opportunities 
throughout the year via their drop-in 
programs and through other avenues, 
but this is a chance for them to seek 
out several avenues all in one place.

“I think that every youth is all 
individual in terms of  what their 
interests are and we do notice that 

teens start out by going towards 
opportunities they are interested in,” 
says Ms. Stephenson. “They perhaps 
want a career in veterinary studies, so 
they might see an opportunity at the 
OSPCA. We often try and highlight 
opportunities they might not come 
across in their daily life. We know 
things like the Terry Fox Run they 
come across in school because a lot 
of  fundraisers the teens and schools 
will run in the school setting, but we 
also try and pull in organizations 
that work with other service groups, 
whether it is older individuals or more 
marginalized individuals to give youth 
a chance to experience or to meet 
those people and learn about these 
other opportunities.”

Following the Youth Volunteer 
Fair, one of  the next big events for 
local teens is the second annual Youth 
Innovation Fair.

A huge hit when it was launched last 
fall, this year’s Fair is set for November 
14, and all youth in Grades 4 to 12 are 
invited to apply to become a part of  
the process.

“We are extending participation a 
little bit from last year, but there will still 
be a cap on how many can participate 
this year. We’re encouraging people 
to get their applications in early. 
Applications are due by November 
1,” says Ms. Stephenson. “We are 
encouraging anyone who is in that 
Grade 4 – 12 range who has an interest 
in innovation or creating solutions for 
their community to put their thinking 
cap on and apply to the fair.”

For more information on the Volunteer 
Fair, the Youth Innovation Fair, or how 
to apply, contact Julie Stephenson at  
905-727-3123 x3128 or email 
jstephenson@aurora.ca.
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

People say it’s weird, but I simply don’t 
understand such people.

When the opportunity presents itself, I 
am not ashamed to say I enjoy a stroll in 
the odd cemetery.

Those naysayers often cite some sort 
of  “creepy” factor, as though they expect 
the hand of  some long-since departed 
Sissy Spacek fan grappling through the 
dirt, reaching up and grabbing onto their 
ankle.

Others simply think its dangerous, as 
though a cemetery is some sort of  magnet 
for all varieties of  ne’er-do-wells. 

But, I don’t think it’s particularly weird. 
On a nice day, perhaps best in the cooler 
early autumn, there are fewer places 
more relaxing for a walk. It’s not only a 
step back to nature, albeit nature that is 
manicured within an inch of  its life, but it 
can, if  done right, be a step back in time.

Each memorial is unique. Some are 
very generic markers of  a life one hopes 
was well lived, but others can tell a pretty 
full story through a few well-placed details.

Some stones feature photos or 
engravings of  those they are placed 
there to remember. Some have heraldic 
symbols that represent their family ties, 
or First Nations symbols reflective of  
their heritage. One example I saw over 
the weekend showed a boy taking aim at 
a net, evidently a permanent reminder 
of  a passionate, promising young athlete 
whose life was cut far too short. In the 
end, however, his legacy lives on not only 
for his family and friends, but anyone who 
passes by.

At the end of  the walk, I feel like I’ve 
satisfied an unusual sort of  hunger, one 
for people’s stories, perhaps even a quest 
for truth, and I feel all the richer for it.

I was thinking about this on Sunday 
afternoon at the annual Aurora Legion 
Drumhead Service held at the Aurora 
Cemetery. This Tuesday, September 18, 
would have been the 100th birthday of  
my maternal grandfather, William Parr. 
Sadly, he got little more than a half  
century under his belt when he died 
suddenly at home just a few days after his 
52nd birthday, so I never had the chance 
to know him. But, in some ways, I feel I 
already do.

Despite his death almost exactly 15 
years before my birth, he has been a 
constant presence in my life.

Photos of  him in his most dapper duds 
always abounded in our house, as well 
as that of  my grandmother. Hardly a 
family occasion went by without someone 
bringing up a funny memory or simple 
anecdote about him. There were tales of  

his youth, the child of  two veterans of  the 
First World War. It was a youth filled with 
no small share of  struggle following his 
own father’s early death, but sometimes 
these instances of  angst gave way to 
amusing, scrappy stories.

Through these stories I considered 
myself  an expert on his exploits on his 
own field of  battle, or, rather, in the air 
as a member of  the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, who was later taken Prisoner of  
War after being shot down over Norway 
in the first years of  the Second World 
War.

Glamour shots of  my grandmother, 
mother and aunt illustrated his post-war 
life as a fashion buyer for Eaton’s, letters 
sent back home on his international 
buying trips helped illustrate the man and 
help me decipher his voice, even if  it is a 
voice I never had the chance to hear with 
my own ears.

Yet, despite his being lionized within the 
family, there has always been something 
that felt just out of  reach, missing pieces 
to the puzzle that only he could share. 
Somehow I felt cheated and maybe even 
a bit jealous of  those who actually knew 
him.

His memorial stone in Toronto’s 
Prospect Cemetery reveals very little 
about the man, aside from the vital stats, 
but the internet has, in some instances, 
helped fill in some of  the gaps I’ve 
yearned for.

His wartime experiences, for example, 
were always told to me second hand, 
which added a certain mythological 
patina to what I had heard. 

Enter the Flight Safety Foundation, 
who has dedicated a great deal of  
valuable time for preserving these kinds 
of  stories. I was thrilled to find detailed 
accounts through their service, provided 
by the men who were in that plane flying 
over Scandinavia.

“As they flew up Trondheim fjord, 
the aircraft descended to 150 feet and 
entered Fættenfjord where the Tirpitz 
was moored. John Morrison, 1st Wireless 
Operator/Air Gunner, describes this as 

entering what appeared to be the entrance 
to hell. The aircraft was in the German 
smoke screen and was being fired at by 
what seemed to be every single weapon in 
the immediate vicinity.

“Reg Williams shouted that Tirpitz 
had been swung round 90 degrees. The 
Canadian Pilot, Johnny Roe, calmly told 
his crew that they would go round again 
and have another go. Almost immediately 
there were sounds that indicated the 
aircraft had been badly hit in several 
places. Bill Parr, the Tail Gunner, shouted 
to Johnny the Pilot to try and make it 
to Sweden. However, Johnny Roe must 
have been aware that his aircraft would 
not make it that far and ordered the 
crew to make for the “rest” positions 
and prepare for a crash landing. At this, 
Reg Williams immediately jettisoned 
the mines that they were carrying.  
“The aircraft crash-landed in flames near 
the small farms, Elverum and Sørmo, just 
east of  Lake Movatnet coming to rest in a 
small wood. The Canadian Pilot, Johnny 
Roe had escaped from the front of  the 
aircraft, and had met up with Parr on 
the Starboard side of  the aircraft. Both 
men were relatively unscathed after 
the crash and they set off  together in 
an eastward direction hoping to reach 
Sweden. Two brothers, Gudmund and 
Petter Trætli from Trætlia Farm recall 
assisting two airmen that night who 
had badly burnt hands. They helped 
to bandage the wounds and also gave 
the airmen food before giving them 
directions for the Swedish border. It’s 
most likely that the airmen assisted by 
the Trætli brothers were the Canadians, 
Johnny Roe and Bill Parr.”

What followed was a harrowing story 
of  capture, years in POW camps, and 
the journey home. After that, I knew 
how to fill in most of  the gaps, but 
these firsthand stories were invaluable 
in bringing this almost mythical figure 
back into my life and this resource put 
me in touch with some of  the men who 
survived the crash, allowing me to hear 
their recollections in their own voices.

So, in a sense, finding this detailed 
account was something of  a Welcome 
Back for my late grandfather, and he 
has been here to stay ever since. After 
100 years, the puzzle is almost complete 
and I will still look for clues wherever I 
can. 

For those of  you still lucky to 
have your grandparents, do your 
damndest to make sure your puzzle 
pieces are all present and accounted 
for while you still have the chance. 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Kind gesture renewed 
faith in human 
kindness

A “Treemendous”  
day for Aurora

Putting the puzzle together
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After finishing my lunch on Saturday, 
September 15, at the Breakfast All Day 
Café in Aurora, the waitress informed 
me that my bill was paid for by a very 
generous couple who had already left 
the restaurant.

I would like to thank you!
You certainly renewed my faith in 

human kindness.
Irene Watson

Aurora 

It was recently announced that 
the Aurora Community Arboretum 
(ACA) is one of  thirty-six recipients 
of  funding, to purchase trees for 
the Arboretum. The funding, made 
available through Home Hardware and 
administered by Tree Canada, is 
awarded annually to individuals and 
community groups in pursuit of  a 
greener, healthier environment.

ACA used the funds to create a 
unique planting of  Native Conifer 
Trees of  Ontario, within the Aurora 
Arboretum as part of  the National Tree 
Day Celebrations.

The National Tree Day 
Celebration and dedication of  the 
Conifers will take place on Friday, 
September 28 at 10 a.m. Parking and 
entrance will be at the south end of  
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
Parking Lot (Sports Dome parking 
area).

Follow the signs a short distance to 
the site.

Please come out to help 
us show our appreciation 
to Home Hardware and Tree Canada.

 
John Wilson and Marcia Wilson
Aurora Community Arboretum
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 Photography 
Contest

In Strangers with the Same Dream, the land 

itself becomes one of the characters in the book. 

Capture your relationship with the land in 

this year’s OBOA photography contest. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 

Please send submissions to: brock@auroran.com 
Submission Deadline: Friday September 28

WINNING ENTRY SECEIVES A 
GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR A MOVIE DATE NIGHT. 

The winner will be announced at APL’s 
Ontario Public Library Week 

Open House on Monday October 15

One
Book

One
Aurora

150

Aurora’s Community Newspaper
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LIBRARY

* Must be a minimum of 16 years of age 

* Employees/Board members of APL and 

   their immediate families are ineligible to win. 

* Photos must be high-res for print
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We had a candidate for Council  
at our door last weekend. 

Actually, this was a bit newsworthy 
in that to my knowledge, this is the first 
candidate to drop by our house since 
the 2006 election.

I guess we’re a bit off  the beaten 
path.  

Or maybe they’ve been scared off  
by our dog, who we’ve specially trained 
to bark ferociously whenever local 
politicians are in the vicinity.

Just kidding..
In any case, our recent visitor was 

the first real hint that the election is 
underway. Apart from the candidate 
articles that have been appearing each 
week in the paper (and is it just me, or 
do the candidates all sound eerily the 
same?), there hasn’t been much going 
on otherwise on the election front.

No debates. Not many ads.  It’s been 
radio silence.

The most visible feature that shows 
an election is in full swing is the election 
sign. But with both Regional and Town 
bylaws restricting their placement until 
28 days prior to the election, I guess we 
won’t be seeing them until next week.

Timing isn’t the only thing about 
election signs that these bylaws restrict. 
As has been demonstrated by all the 
recent angst over the Town’s sign 
bylaws, the world of  local signage is 
full of  rules and regulations, including 
those governing election signs.

For example, a sign can be no larger 
than 1.2 metres in dimension, cannot 
be placed within 7.5 metres of  a traffic 
light, and there can only be one on each 
private property.

One location where election signs 
seem to mushroom up uncontrollably 
is at intersections, although that may 
be more due to the large number 
of  candidates than to overzealous 
individual campaigners.  

But even at intersections there are 
limits as to how many one can place at 
them.

For 37 specific intersections in Town 
(yes, they’re each spelled out in the 
bylaw, and no, I’m not going to list 
them here, although it would be a great 
way of  quickly reaching my word count 
for this column), there can be no more 
than two signs per candidate, and only 
one on any one corner.

One location that is completely 
restricted according to the Region is 
Yonge and Wellington.  At the most 

significant intersection in Town, and the 
one where people probably spend the 
most time looking around while stuck 
idling in their cars waiting for the light 
to change, or for the 23 cars ahead of  
them to turn left, no signs are allowed 
at all due to various setbacks associated 
with bus shelters, driveways, hydrants, 
curbs and the intersection itself. 

Perhaps the most interesting 
directions noted in the bylaws are the ones 
about installing signs. The Town suggests 
they only be installed between 9.30 am 
and 3.30 pm. The Region says people 
installing signs should wear reflective vests 
and safety footwear.

And what is the danger of  running 
afoul of  these bylaws?  For those who dare 
to put up a sign larger than 1.2 metres, 
or at Yonge and Wellington, or within 7.5 
metres of  a traffic light, they risk the full 
wrath of  the Town or Region in the form 
of  … confiscation of  the offending sign, 
which they can get back after the election.

For those who don’t have signs removed 
by the local levels of  government prior 
to October 22, they have 72 hours to do 
so after the election, by which time they 
should all be gone.

That’s a good thing, because 
Halloween’s the next week, and it’s scary 
enough without that visual reminder of  
who will be looking out for our interests in 
Town for the next four years.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Continued on page 24
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Previous poll results
Do you think the Premier is right to invoke the Notwithstanding  

Clause to reduce the size of Aurora’s Council?

31%
YES NO

69%
UNSURE

0%

TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

My Duty, My Decision

Sign of  the Times

Decisions like this are not easy, but I 
need to share with you, my constituents, 
why I had to make this change.

When I became an officer in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, I swore an oath to 
give my life for Queen and Country – 
to serve and defend Canada, and the 
values for which it stands. A country, 
its sovereignty, and values are fragile. 
Vigilance in defending our nation’s 
freedom, and service to country, is who I 
am at my core.  When I left the military, 
I hung up my uniform, but I never 
“unswore” my oath. And now I serve 
Canadians by representing the people of  
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill as 
their Member of  Parliament.

I stand today, deeply concerned for 
the future of  our country. After three 
years of  hope and hard work, I find 
myself  asking: “Am I doing everything 
I can to serve my country and work for 
real change for Canadians?” Canadians 
expect – and deserve – nothing less. The 
citizens of  my riding – and all Canadians 
- need a government that delivers 
foundational change for the things that 
matter. 

The world has changed dramatically 
in the last three years. We find ourselves 
in a time of  unprecedented global 
instability. We are seeing fundamental 
shifts in the global economy, while trade 
relationships, international agreements, 
and defence structures are under threat. 
Canada faces a perfect storm of  serious 
challenges at home and abroad.

Here at home, we see large amounts of  
capital investment leaving Canada while 
tax structures, federal infrastructure 
problems and politics prevent us from 
getting goods to market, deter companies 
from expanding and undermine our 
competitiveness. For the first time in 
many years, Canadians don’t believe that 
tomorrow will be better than today and 
that their children’s future will be better 

than theirs. This is not a strong economy. 
Beyond our borders, our position 

remains vastly diminished. Our foreign 
policy is disconnected from our trade 
relationships and our ability to deliver on 
our defence commitments is undermined 
by politics. And on the world stage 
Canada has yet to rise to the occasion. 
The world has changed, and Canada 
must change with it. 

We don’t have the luxury of  time. We 
must recognize that foreign policy, trade, 
defence, and our economy all depend 
on each other and can’t be viewed 
separately.

As a former Air Force Officer, a global 
business consultant at IBM, an aircraft 
manufacturing manager at Bombardier, 
and a small business owner, I understand 
the role and impact of  government 
actions on Canada’s economy. 

To have a strong economy and a 
strong country we need strong Federal 
leadership to rebuild our nation’s 
foundations; tax reform, employment 
reform, federal infrastructure, a 
comprehensive foreign policy, and a 
modernized military to reassure our 
allies and defend Canada’s interests at 
home and abroad. 

Our parliamentary system consists 
of  political parties. However, political 
parties are only made up of  the people 
who are in them at the time and must 
also be judged by what the country needs 

at the time.  Today, we find ourselves at 
a tipping point in our country’s history.

It’s my duty to stand and be counted. 
Our country is at risk. My attempts to 
raise my concerns with this government 
were met with silence.

The government must be challenged 
openly and publicly. But for me to publicly 
criticize the government as a Liberal, 
would undermine the government and 
– according to my code of  conduct be 
dishonourable. 

After careful and deliberate 
consideration, I must withdraw from 
the government benches to take my seat 
among the ranks of  my Conservative 
colleagues and join Her Majesty’s Loyal 
Opposition whose role it is to challenge 
and hold the government to account. 

The Leader of  Her Majesty’s 
opposition is committed to delivering 
foundational changes to strengthen 
Canada’s economy, and a comprehensive 
foreign and defence policy that ensures 
our global competitiveness and security.

I look forward to working with 
my Conservative colleagues who are 
unafraid to do the real work to tackle the 
priorities of  our time.

I want to thank my Liberal colleagues 
for the opportunity to work with them 
and for their friendship, but my oath 
is to country, not party, and my sacred 
obligation is to serve my constituents. I 
look forward to working with my Liberal 
colleagues, across the aisle, to shape the 
future of  the country for all Canadians. 

Most importantly to you, my 
constituents, I want to re-assure you that 
I am the same person today that was 
elected on October 19, 2015. I believe 
in a strong, ethical Federal Government 
that unites us as Canadians. To achieve 
what you, my constituents demand of  
me, I must change political parties. 

I must do what is right, not what is 

Yes   No  Unsure

Do you support MP Leona Alleslev’s 
decision to cross the floor to the 

Conservatives?

It is a common topic in any social 
scene: have you seen the latest episode 
of  Outlander? What about Game of  
Thrones? Do you have any idea what’s 
going to happen? The culture around 
series publications, and the water cooler 
talk about the latest episode, might seem 
relatively modern, but it actually has deeper 
roots than most people think.

Before radios and talk shows became 
popular, books were the cultural medium 
that kept people on their toes, eagerly 
waiting and guessing to see what would 
befall their favorite characters next. Why 
wouldn’t they just read the whole book 
instead of  waiting, you might ask? Well, it 
would be because they only had bits and 
pieces at a time.

In the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, publishing books in 
various installments was the thing to do. 
Many famous authors like Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Charles Dickens, Alexandre Dumas 
and even Harriet Beecher Stowe published 
some of  their books in various installments 
through magazines, newspapers, or 
independent serial publications called 
fascicles. The benefits of  this were, for one, 
it was much cheaper than publishing full-
sized novels. For another, publishing in bits 
and pieces allowed their work to reach a 
larger audience. 

Aurora was no stranger to these serial 
publications. Starting around the 1880s, 
the Banner published a series of  dramatic 
and even salacious novellas. A few chapters 
were published every week or so, and some 
included previous chapter summaries to 
remind the readers what had happened 
before. In true soap opera fashion, 
Aurorans could keep up with stories like An 
Egyptian Romance—A Story of  Love and 
Wild Adventure, which ran in the Banner 
in 1886, or My Lady’s Secret, one of  the 
first serials to run in 1880. 

Other titles of  note—with the juiciest 
stories—were The Red Witch: The Wooing 
of  Constantia (1901-1902), Confusion of  
Caste: Identity vs. Nobility of  Soul (1902), 
and The Mysterious Crime on the S. S. 
Neptune (1900). The creativity and passion 
put into these serials was no doubt enjoyed 
and appreciated by avid readers of  the 
Banner, especially when checking in to see 
if  Vassalla’s marriage was contested (S. S. 
Neptune) or whether or not Constantia had 
finally given in to her avid paramour (The 
Red Witch). When introducing a new serial 
at the conclusion of  another, the Aurora 
Banner (February 14, 1902) claimed that 
“our readers will welcome our new story; 
its characters are well drawn and its plot 
unusual.” The simple introduction ends 
with one command: “Follow it.” 

It appears that the last serial publication 
run by the Banner was Lady Betty: Across the 
Water, which ran from mid-1911 to 1912. 
As more and more space in the newspaper 
was given over to events unfolding overseas 
and increasing hostility between nations, 
the space for serials began to decrease. The 
serials shifted to small short stories or single 
publications and eventually faded from the 
Banner entirely by the outbreak of  World 
War I. The publication of  novellas became 
more popular and dramatic radio shows 
rose to the top as a favoured medium for 
pop culture consumption. 

Despite the changes in media, the allure 
of  the cliffhanger has stood the test of  time. 

A Series  
of  Salacious Events

By Rachel Dice
Summer Intern

Aurora Museum & Archives 

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is reminding you…

To visit our current 
exhibit before it closes  

on October 1!
The lot at the corner of Yonge and Tyler stands empty 
today. Four years ago, a devastating fire destroyed the 
home of the congregation of Aurora Methodist/United 

Church. However, it was not the first fire that the  
members of the church had experienced. Nor was it the 

first struggle they had faced in their 200 year history. 
This exhibition, co-curated by the Aurora United Church 
200th Anniversary Committee, offers a glimpse into the 

past and future of the congregation. Be sure to visit  
before it closes on October 1!
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Drumhead service marks 
start of milestone  
Legion Week

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion held a solemn 
drumhead service at the Aurora Cemetery 
on Sunday afternoon.

The annual Drumhead Service, which 
was attended by dozens of  Legion and 
community members, Council members 
and candidates, bands, and cadets, is 
intended to be the start of  Legion Week, 
but this year’s ceremony had added 
poignancy as 2018 marks the 100th 
anniversary of  The Armistice, the official 
end of  the First World War.

“It is my privilege to represent the 
Town of  Aurora here,” said Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, who was joined at the ceremony 
by fellow Council members John Abel, 
Wendy Gaertner and Sandra Humfryes. 
“It is very important…to continue to 
remember those who gave their lives for 
us, and especially in this year, the 100th 
anniversary of  Armistice Day. We are 
reminded once again how fragile peace 
is and, from the Town’s perspective, we 
very much appreciate what you do for our 
Town.”

Represented at this year’s service were 
Aurora-Oak Ridges Richmond Hill MP 
Leona Alleslev and Newmarket-Aurora 
MPP Christine Elliott.

“It has been a privilege to send greetings 
to you coming together to honour our 
veterans for their courage and service at 
the Aurora Legion annual Drumhead 
Service,” said Ms. Alleslev in a message 
read by Legion president Len Whines. 
“Today, we recognize the significant 
contributions our veterans have made 
throughout history to preserve and protect 
the values for which our nation stands.

“This marks the 100th anniversary of  
the end of  World War One, the Great 
War, the war that was to have ended 
all wars, but, as we have seen on many 
occasions since 1918, peace is fragile and 
must never be taken for granted. Canada 
is a nation of  peace, inclusion and 
acceptance. These values, our strength 
at home, and one of  the greatest things 
we bring to the world. It is because of  our 
veterans and their service to our country, 
that our Canadian values and principles 
endure.

“Our veterans from the Battle of  
Ridgeway to the Boer War, from World 
War One to World War Two and Korea, 
to the many peacekeeping engagements 
that have earned our utmost respect and 
gratitude.

Your continued effort to recognize 
and honour veterans in our community 
ensures their legacy and our legacy as 
Canadians live on.”

Ms. Elliott, in her message read by her 
constituency manager Dawn Gallagher 
Murphy, added: “I am pleased to provide 
my best wishes to all who are taking part 
in the drumhead service, hosted by the 
Aurora Legion. This is an important 
event commemorating those who 
served our great country. This event is 
also significant as it commences Legion 
Week. The Royal Canadian Legion 
Branches across the country showcase 
their charitable and volunteer work and 
invite their communities to learn more 
about the Legion. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Aurora Legion 
for its service to our community and for all 
the sacrifices made by its members.”

To learn more about the Aurora 
Branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion, as 
well as Legion week, visit auroralegion.ca. 

The Aurora branch of the Royal Canadian Legion held its annual Drumhead Service at the 
Aurora Cemetery on Sunday afternoon. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

3% 
$300 PRE-PAID GAS CARD
WITH EVERY VEHICLE PURCHASE
SUPPLIED ON DELIVERY.

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

ALL-IN LEASEINCLUDES

6.1" TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY AUDIO
WITH BLUETOOTH® CAPABILITY
BACKUP CAMERA

PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM WITH 
PEDESTRIAN DETECTION

82$ $† 0 %
APR

Weekly for 39 months with $1,500 Customer Incentive♦ applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE2018 RAV4 FWD LE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

ALL-IN LEASEINCLUDES

ENTUNE 3.0 AUDIO WITH 7" DISPLAY 
SCREEN AND BLUETOOTH® CAPABILITY

HEATED FRONT SEATS

DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL

93$ $† 1.49%
APR

Weekly for 39 months with $1,000 Lease Assist▲ applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE2018 CAMRY LE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

RAV4 ALSO
AVAILABLE IN HYBRID ̂ CAMRY ALSO

AVAILABLE IN HYBRID ̂

AWD Limited  model shown.
2018 RAV4

XSE V6 model shown.
2018 CAMRY

SE model shown.
2019 COROLLA

THE 2019 COROLLA IS NOW HERE.
INCLUDES

HEATED FRONT SEATS

LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH 
STEERING ASSIST

2019 COROLLA SE

0.99 %
APR §

LEASE FOR 39 MONTHS

BACKUP CAMERA

AUTOMATIC AIR CONDITIONING 

LEASE A 2018
FROM 0     OR SAVE % 

APR $6,000UP TO IN CASH 
SAVINGS ∇

ALL THAT AND MORE2018 CAMRY LE

XSE V6 model shown.
2018 CAMRY

LEASE A 2018
THE TOYOTA YOU WANT. 

THE OFFER YOU’VE BEEN 

WAITING FOR.

RAV4 ALSO
AVAILABLE IN

CAMRY ALSO
AVAILABLE IN HYBRID^

$6,000 SAVINGS LEASE A 2018
FROM 0     OR SAVE
FROM 0     OR SAVE% 

FROM 0     OR SAVE
APRFROM 0     OR SAVE
APRFROM 0     OR SAVETHE OFFER YOU’VE BEEN 

WAITING FOR.

ALL THAT AND MORE2018 RAV4 FWD LE

AWD Limited  model shown.
2018 RAV4

RAV4 ALSO
AVAILABLE IN HYBRID^

SE model shown. 

2019 COROLLA

Your local Dealer may charge additional fees of up to $989. Charges may vary by Dealer.Ω 

Limited time offers available from Toyota Financial Services on approved credit. †1.49%/0.00% lease APR for 39/39 months on a new 2018 Camry LE (Model B11HLTA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB with an all-in price of 29,574/$29,704 equals a weekly payment of $93/$82 for 
169/169 payments with a $0/$0 down payment or trade equivalent when you apply the $1,000/$1,500 Customer Incentive and/or Lease Assist. Total lease obligation is $15,749/$13,775. All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). 
HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Dealer may lease for less. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM/60,000KM. Additional KM charge of $0.10/$0.10 for excess kilometres, if applicable. ♦$1,500 Customer Incentive is valid on retail delivery of a new 2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model 
ZFREVTB). Offer is valid to retail customers (excluding fleet sales) when leased, financed or purchased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Customer Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated 
price. Vehicles receiving Customer Incentives must be purchased, registered and delivered from September 1 to October 1, 2018. ▲$1,000 Lease Assist on a new 2018 Camry LE (Model B11HLTA) is valid on Toyota retail delivery (excluding fleet sales) when leased from an Ontario 
Toyota dealership. Lease Assist includes tax and will be applied after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Lease Assist must be leased, registered and delivered from September 1 to October 1, 2018. ∇$6,000 Cash Customer Incentive is 
available on all new 2018 Tundra models and valid to retail customers (excluding fleet sales) except customers who lease, finance or purchase from an Ontario Toyota dealership through Toyota Financial Services at a special rate of interest, offered by Toyota as part of a low rate interest 
program. All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Cash Customer Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Cash Customer Incentive must be purchased, 
registered and delivered from September 1 to October 1, 2018. §0.99% lease APR for 39 months. Representative lease example based on $25,000. 0.99% lease APR for 39 months, equals a monthly payment of $304 with a $0 down payment or trade equivalent. First monthly payment 
due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $13,750. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM. Additional $0.07 KM charge for excess kilometres, if applicable. ^Offers do not apply to RAV4/Camry Hybrid. See dealer for current offers and pricing. ΩDealer Fees may be added and may 
be comprised of administration/documentation fees, VIN Etching, anti-theft products, cold weather packages or other fees. Fees may vary by Dealer. For more information on vehicle features, please see toyota.ca, your local Toyota Dealer or Owner’s Manual for details. Offers are valid 
from September 1 to October 1, 2018, and are subject to change without notice. All rights are reserved. Dealer may lease or sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be required, but may not be available in all circumstances. Please see your participating Ontario Toyota Dealer for full details. 

Limited time offers available from Toyota Financial Services on approved credit. †1.49%/0.00% lease APR for 39/39 months on a new 2018 Camry LE (Model B11HLTA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB with an all-in price of 29,574/$29,704 equals a weekly payment of $93/$82 for 169/169 payments with a $0/$0 
down payment or trade equivalent when you apply the $1,000/$1,500 Customer Incentive and/or Lease Assist. Total lease obligation is $15,749/$13,775. All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Dealer 
may lease for less. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM/60,000KM. Additional KM charge of $0.10/$0.10 for excess kilometres, if applicable. �$1,500 Customer Incentive is valid on retail delivery of a new 2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB). Offer is valid to retail customers (excluding fl eet sales) when leased, 
fi nanced or purchased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Customer Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Customer Incentives must be purchased, registered and delivered from September 1 
to October 1, 2018. �$1,000 Lease Assist on a new 2018 Camry LE (Model B11HLTA) is valid on Toyota retail delivery (excluding fl eet sales) when leased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Lease Assist includes tax and will be applied after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles 
receiving Lease Assist must be leased, registered and delivered from September 1 to October 1, 2018. �$6,000 Cash Customer Incentive is available on all new 2018 Tundra models and valid to retail customers (excluding fl eet sales) except customers who lease, fi nance or purchase from an Ontario Toyota dealership 
through Toyota Financial Services at a special rate of interest, offered by Toyota as part of a low rate interest program. All advertised lease and fi nance rates are special rates. Cash Customer Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount 
of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Cash Customer Incentive must be purchased, registered and delivered from September 1 to October 1, 2018. §0.99% lease APR for 39 months. Representative lease example based on $25,000. 0.99% lease APR for 39 months, equals a monthly payment of $304 with a $0 
down payment or trade equivalent. First monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $13,750. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM. Additional $0.07 KM charge for excess kilometres, if applicable. ^Offers do not apply to RAV4/Camry Hybrid. See dealer for current offers and pricing. ΩDealer 
Fees may be added and may be comprised of administration/documentation fees, VIN Etching, anti-theft products, cold weather packages or other fees. Fees may vary by Dealer. For more information on vehicle features, please see toyota.ca, your local Toyota Dealer or Owner’s Manual for details. Offers are valid
from September 1 to October 1, 2018, and are subject to change without notice. All rights are reserved. Dealer may lease or sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be required, but may not be available in all circumstances. Please see your participating Ontario Toyota Dealer for full details.

SAVE THE 
FREIGHT

LEASE 
FROM0%FINANCE 

FROM 0%
2018 RAV 4 TRAIL EDITION ONLY 14,355 KM STK# 29270 

2018 COROLLA SE UPGRADE ONLY 13,002 KM STK# 29733

2018 COROLLA LE ONLY 7,300 KM STK# 29733

2018 COROLLA IM ONLY 5,000 KM STK# 29679

2018 CAMRY SE ONLY 12,600 KM STK# 29217

2018 CAMRY SE UPGRADE ONLY 12,673 KM STK# 29180

2018 CAMRY XSE V6 ONLY 13,040 KM STK# 29349

2018 HIGHLANDER XLE ONLY 12,985 KM STK# 29373

$300
ACCESSORY CREDIT ON ALL NEW IN-STOCK PURCHASEOFFER ENDS SEPT. 30/18

ACCESSORY ACCESSORY 
ON ALL NEW IN-STOCK PURCHASE

2018 DEALER 
DEMO SALE
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written financial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
confidence and take steps towards a secure financial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

financial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for financial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

Business Improvement Area clears first Council hurdle
By Brock Weir

A new Business Improvement Area, 
dedicated to preserving and attracting 
people back to Aurora’s historic 
downtown core cleared one of  its last 
Council hurdles last week.

Sitting at the Committee level last 
Tuesday, Council members gave a 
tentative thumbs-up to establishing 
a Business Improvement Area (BIA), 
which would extend from Wellington 
Street East at the GO Tracks, heading 
west to Yonge Street, and extending 
south on Yonge Street from there to 
Mosley Streets. 

It has been a long-time coming, this 
latest iteration being spearheaded by a 
group of  downtown business persons, 
headed up by Joanne Russo. 

Council is set to pass the bylaw 
establishing the BIA this week and, 
following its passage, it is full steam 
ahead. 

As The Auroran reported last 
Thursday, the intent of  the Aurora 
BIA is to “revitalize and beautify the 
downtown core and promote the area as 
a destination for residents to work, shop 
and play,” according to Nick Kazakoff, 
Economic Development Officer for the 
Town of  Aurora. “The object of  the 
BIA will be to oversee the improvement, 
beautification and maintenance of  
municipally-owned land, buildings and 
structures in the area when beyond Town 
standards. The BIA will also provide 
opportunities for area businesses to thrive 
through promotion and advertising.”

Ms. Russo made her initial pitch for the 
BIA at Council this past April and, since 

then, the wheels have been in motion. 
According to Mr. Kazakoff, notices were 
sent to all area property and business 
owners in the BIA’s proposed catchment 
area, giving them a chance to object to 
the plan. Written objections were indeed 
received, according to Council reports, 
but these objections came from only six 
per cent of  property owners. 

Once established, the BIA Board of  
Management, as proposed, will consist 
of  nine directors, with one of  the nine 
appointed by Council and the balance 
selected by a vote of  BIA members. These 
members will then need to be appointed 
by Council. The report recommends 
the Town Clerk be appointed as 
Council’s representative on the Board of  
Management to coordinate the creation 
of  the Board and the Corporation. 

Initiatives taken on by the BIA will 
be financed by levies collected by the 
BIA management from BIA members 
and there will be no direct financial 
implication for the Town as a whole. 

The BIA will also be required to prepare 
an annual budget, reflecting the priority 
and needs of  the BIA, as determined 
by its Board and Membership. Budgets 
will then be submitted to Council for 
discussion and approval. 

At the first sweep over the 
recommendations last week, Council 
members heard from long-time 
downtown property owner Telly 
Spasopoulos, who has been involved in 
previous attempts at establishing a long-
lasting BIA over the past two decades. He 
asked for a commitment of  support from 
this Council towards the objectives and 
projects the BIA might bring forward.

“The lamp posts are still there [from 
the last] BIA, the flower pots and 
everything else is still there from the BIA, 
the Town Parking lot behind Aw, Shucks 
was paved by the BIA, and the Town at 
that time and Council did not give us the 
time of  day,” he said. “I would like to 
know how far the Town of  Aurora and 
this and future Councils are willing to go 

ahead and support the BIA so the rest of  
us can join in and do something with it.”

This question, however, remained 
unanswered as lawmakers tackled instead 
the fine details in the recommendation, 
as well as the length of  time it has taken 
to get to this point. Mayor Geoff  Dawe, 
for instance, asked Marco Ramunno, 
Aurora’s Director of  Planning, to 
elaborate on the steps carried out in this 
process so far.

“This has been going on for a number 
of  years with respect to trying to establish 
some of  the property owners and 
businesses as long as I have been here, for 
about 10 years, establish the BIA” said 
Mr. Ramunno. “It did get some traction 
a number of  years ago and never really 
proceeded. I think this time around 
there was a lot of  effort on behalf  of  the 
business owners who were interested, as 
well as staff, and it has really been driven 
by the business owners within that 
proposed BIA area. It has been going 
on for at least two or three years and the 
surveys conducted followed the latest 
presentation to Council this past April.”

A former chair of  Aurora’s Economic 
Development Advisory Committee, 
a body which has seen been replaced 
with a framework for an Economic 
Development Board, Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he was pleased with the 
progress so far, but had concerns about 
impacted business owners being kept in 
the loop.

“My one concern is not with the 
BIA, but with communication with the 
business community,” he said. “When I 
first saw it on the agenda, I asked that 
the notice… be sent to business owners. 
While technically it fulfils the legal 
requirements necessary, alls it does is 
refer business owners to the Municipal 
Act to learn more about a BIA and/or 
the ministry’s website for their handbook. 
It doesn’t talk about what the BIA was 
going to do for Aurora or really go into 
even more details.

On Wednesday September 12th the brand new McDonalds in Oak Ridges at 13231 Yonge 
Street had a special event to celebrate the Grand Opening of this location. Pictured above is 
Peter Miller (owner), family, friends and staff enjoying food, music and a ribbon cutting to 
celebrate this new location. Peter also demonstrated his appreciation and commitment to the 
community by presenting a cheque to Mackenzie Health Hospital in Richmond Hill.  
                  Auroran photo
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VICTOR CHETCUTI
HOME BUYING AND SELLING SYSTEM

$1,450,000 – OR TRADE!
ATTENTION BUILDERS and INVESTORS! - Build Your Dream 
Home In This Much Sought After Oak Ridges Community. This 
Property Is Situated On A Tree Lined Street Among High End 
Homes, Close To All Amenities. Lot Size Will Accommodate A 
Larger Home. A Small Bungalow With Detached Garage Is On 
The Property. Free recorded message 1-866-231-9453 ID# 0

$758,900 – OR TRADE!
Awesome Four Level Backsplit Located In The Heart Of Auro-
ra. This Well Maintained Home Has An Eat-In Kitchen With Side 
Entrance; Three Bedrooms & Two Washrooms & A Cozy Family 
Room With Gas Fireplace With Walkout To Backyard Deck. Walk-
ing Distance To Most Amenities, Schools, Shopping, Restaurants 
& Transit. Free recorded message 1-866-231-9453 ID# 1060
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Consultant could provide “objective” solution to 
Stable Neighbourhoods fight

By Brock Weir

It’s a fight that has galvanized 
residents living in long-established 
neighbourhoods on both sides of  the 
argument, and has spurred hours of  
debate from local lawmakers, but a 
consultant could provide an unbiased 
solution in the fight to preserve Aurora’s 
so-called Stable Neighbourhoods.

This is the hope of  Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner this week when she 
brings forward a motion calling for an 
experienced expert to wade into and 
weigh in on the debate. 

“Council will be holding another 
Public Planning meeting about Stable 
Neighbourhoods [and] it would be 
helpful to have any information that 
would contribute to the decision-making 
process,” said Councillor Gaertner in 
her motion.

She calls for, “a consultant, expert and 
experienced in development in mature 
residential neighbourhoods be hired to 
provide an information report for the 
public planning meeting.”

While the motion itself  will be 
discussed at this week’s Council meeting, 
it received an early vote of  confidence 
from Mayor Geoff  Dawe when Council 
members at the Committee level last 
Tuesday. 

“I like the idea of  a consultant because 
I think that will bring the objectivity to 
this discussion that has been missing,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “I think the objectivity 
is the issue.”

The Mayor made his comments 
following an impassioned delegation to 
Council members from Peter Smith, a 
resident of  one of  the four areas identified 
by Council as a stable neighbourhood 
within Aurora.

Earlier this year, Council pinpointed 
the neighbourhoods of  Regency 
Acres, Aurora Heights, the Heritage 
Conservation District, and the residential 

neighbourhood around Town Park as 
part of  the Stable Neighbourhoods 
Study. The study was tasked with looking 
into the issue of  infill and now new builds 
within these established neighbourhoods 
conformed to the area around them. 

The study was spurred by a several 
residents who came forward to express 
their opposition to what they described 
as large “Monster Homes” coming into 
their neighbourhood and demanding 
action.

A significant focus of  the debate has 
been the discrepancy between the Town’s 
Official Plan, which provides protection 
to these stable neighbourhoods, and 
zoning bylaws, which do not. 

“After consultation with many 
homeowners, we feel that it is important 
to bring this issue again to your attention,” 
said Peter Smith, a resident of  the 
Regency Acres neighbourhood, who has 
been one of  the most vocal proponents 
for action. “Several long-time residents 
feel both threatened and fearful as their 
way of  life is being destroyed. Our older, 
established community has deep, caring 
roots and has fostered generations of  
families. We look after one another and 
enjoy the interaction with neighbours 
and the community as a whole. Stable 
neighbourhoods are part of  Aurora’s 
heritage and charm and must be 
protected.

“The transition to larger houses in 
their immediate areas force residents 
to make the ultimate and often painful 
decisions – to sell and move away from 
the place they have come to appreciate 
and love, or to stay and suffer the indignity 
of  these new monstrosities which will, 
and do, severely impact their lives and 
the enjoyment of  their properties. 
Residents have the undeniable rights to 
privacy, sunlight and proper airflow, and 
supersized houses rob us of  those rights. 
And for what? Profits for developers!”

Illustrating his point with photos of  

new builds within his neighbourhood, 
he argued that the influx of  large homes 
would make owning older properties 
“out of  reach for most middle income 
families.”

Why are we not being protected 
in our stable neighbourhoods?” he 
continued. “This Council and Planning 
Department have lacked direction and 
political will to do so. To think that our 
elected representatives do not seem to 
care is both disgusting and shameful. 
We elected you to listen, represent and 
take care of  us. Indeed, the Mayor was 
quoted as saying…that the whole issue 
of  Stable Neighbourhoods is ‘much ado 
about nothing.’ Those of  us who live in 
these affected areas strongly disagree 
and feel that Council’s failure to find a 

legitimate solution is a cop out.”
Mr. Smith’s comments were received 

by Council members, but sparked 
pushback from Councillor Jeff  Thom, 
who said Mr. Smith’s characterisation 
of  some of  the players in this debate, 
including Council, as “shameful” and 
“disgusting” went too far.

“From my perspective, I think there 
is a lot of  well-meaning people on both 
sides of  this debate,” said Councillor 
Thom. “I find it discouraging when 
people come to a public forum like this 
and throw around words like ‘shameful’ 
and ‘disgusting.’ I think there are a lot 
of  people in the neighbourhood who 
are family-oriented people who mean 
well, who want to raise their families in 
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

& CArts 
  ulture

Thanksgiving FOOD DRIVE
for Aurora Food Pantry

“Stuff the Truck”
                           from New Roads Mazda

Soup 
Entertainment: “Glenn Marais”

Aurora 
Farmers Market 

Celebrates

FEST

Culture Days is a collaborative movement that welcomes your participation. 
Look for your Culture Days passport in the Auroran, visit any of the participating 

venues to have your passport stamped and be eligible to win great prizes.

Saturday
September 29th

   SEPT. 21, 22 AT 7:30PM & SEPT. 22,23 AT 1PM

Newmarket Theatre
905-953-5122 or newtix.ca

NOV 8–10, 15–17 AT 7:30PM 
NOV 10, 11, 17, 18 AT 2PM

May 2–4, 9–11 AT 7:30PM  &  May 4, 5, 11, 12 AT 2PM

ANY 2 SHOWS ALL 3 SHOWS

2018/2019 SUBSCRIPTION SERIES

The grand total was announced last 
Saturday night at the grand finale under 

the big top, which was headlined by the 
iconic Canadian band Blue Rodeo, with 
the cheque held aloft by Magna CEO Don 

Walker, who was joined on stage by York 
Region Chair Wayne Emmerson, Aurora 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe, Newmarket Mayor 
Tony Van Bynen, and East Gwillimbury 
Mayor Virginia Hackson.

“The whole Hoedown event keeps on 
getting bigger and bigger,” Mr. Walker told 
The Auroran at the start of  the weekend’s 
festivities – a special Hoedown held earlier 
on Friday for over 1,000 special needs 
students, their teachers and caregivers. 
“This is a great community event, and it is 
great that so many volunteers get involved 
and raise so much money.”

Now in its fourth year, the Student 
Hoedown was a joyful way to kick off  the 
two day party, which continued later that 
evening with Friday headliners The Road 
Hammers, and the naming of  this year’s 
winner of  the Hoedown Showdown, 
whittled down from the Top 10 contestants 
who filled the tent with music that night. 

Among the thousand having fun at the 
Student Hoedown was Alana Miragelia, a 
teacher at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School, who accompanied several 
students to the festivities.

“This is a phenomenal event for our 
students,” she said. “It is an opportunity for 

them to integrate with their peers from all 
other schools and to socialize and just have 
fun. We’re so appreciative to Magna and 
everyone who hosts it because we adore it. 
It is one of  our absolute favourite annual 
events.

“The students all know to get out their 
cowboy hats, their bandanas, and they 
always support it. It is the highlight of  
our year. This morning and yesterday 
we practiced our line dancing, decorated 
some cowboy stuff, and we got everyone to 
bring in bandanas.”

Similar sentiments were shared by 
Hagh Joo, a teacher at Richmond Hill 
High School. 

“I think this is so wonderful and we 
really appreciate it,” she said. “The kids 
absolutely love it. They look forward to 
the event every year and they really enjoy 
preparing for it. We look at pictures in 
preparation and have slide shows, and this 
really helps with our numeracy, literacy, 
and we really incorporate the event into 
our programs as well.”

The Student Hoedown is the brainchild 
of  York Region teachers Derek Bunn and 
Dave Pilkey. 

Surveying the thousand kids in the tent, 

Magna founder Frank Stronach, left, is joined on the Hoedown stage by York Regional Chair Wayne Emmerson, Magna CEO Don Walker, Aurora Mayor Geoff Dawe, Mayors Tony Van Bynen 
(Newmarket), Dave Barrow (Richmond Hill), Virginia Hackson (East Gwillimbury), and Steve Pellegrini (King) for the formal cheque presentation.                       Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan 

30 Years of  Success
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Bob 
McRoberts 

for 

Trustee 
905-727-4636 www.CountOnBob.com 

Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World? 
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

COMPLETELY RENO’D – ST ANDREWS ON THE HILL

Stunning Private Pie-
Shaped ½ Acre Lot With 
Mature Trees & Pond 
With Waterfall, Walk Out 
Bsmt, Stone & Stucco 
Exterior, Completely 
Reno’d Thru-Out

RAVINE LOT – QUIET CRESCENT – AURORA

Beautiful Private Lot, 
Reno’d Kitchen With 
Centre Island & Bkfst 
Bar, Open To Family Rm, 
Finished Open Concept 
Bsmt. Walk To Trails, 
Parks, Schools, Transit

  $1,190,000

UPDATED BUNGALOW – AURORA

Great Location In 
Centre Of Town! Walk To 
Everything! Park 6 Cars In 
Driveway. Updates Include 
Kitchen, Baths, Roof, 
Furnace, A/C, Windows & 
More! Income Potential!

  $799,000

RARE FIND! LINK BUNGALOFT – KING CITY

Rare Main Flr Master 
Layout! 9’ Ceilings, 
Kitchen Open To Fam 
Rm W/ 2-Storey 
Cathedral Ceil. 2 Bdrms 
+ Loft Up! Close To GO, 
Walk To Coppa’s, Parks!

$889,000

BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED – NEWMARKET

Fully Reno’d, Kitchen 
With Wolf/Subzero Appli-
ances Open To Family Rm. 
Custom Built-Ins In Many 
Rms. Private Yard Feat. 
Salt-Water Pool, Built-In 
Bbq & More!

$1,269,000

BUNGALOW – STUNNING RAVINE LOT – AURORA

Beautiful Bungalow, Sides 
& Backs To Protected Ra-
vine. Large Open Kitchen 
& Great Rm W/ 2-Storey 
Ceiling! Finished Bsmt W/ 
High Ceiling, Rec Rm, 2 
Bdrms & Bath!

  $2,375,000

FABULOUS BUNGALOW – ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL

Over 5500sf Finished 
Area, Walk-Up Bsmt 
With Nanny/In-Law Suite 
Feat. Kitchen, 2 Bdrms, 
4pc. Totally Private Yard 
With Pool, Hot Tub, Pati-
os, & Grass Play Areas!

$1,889,000

  $2,580,000

STUNNING – ST ANDREW’S ON THE HILL

Complete Renovation, 
No Expense Spared! 
Stunning ½ Acre Lot. 
Backyard Oasis With 
Pavilion, Outdoor Kitchen, 
Salt Water Pool, 
Hot Tub, Pool House 
With 2-Piece. 

  $2,245,000

GORGEOUS BUNGALOFT – SOUTH AURORA

Relax In Your Stunning 
84’ X 180’ Lot With 
Cedar Pavilion, Patio & 
Water Feature. Kitchen 
Open To 2-Storey Great 
Rm. 4 Bdrms, 3 On Main! 
Must See!

  $1,950,000

OPEN HOUSE
SEPT. 23

Mr. Bunn said he was thrilled to see the momentum continue 
for another year.

“The momentum is there because we’re helping out people 
in the community,” said Mr. Bunn. “Each of  our students and 
staff  that are coming from the schools are each bringing in a 
charity donation for Magna’s 20 charities, and that makes you 
feel good when you’re helping people, it makes you feel good that 
you’ve done your part in the community and helping people like 
DeafBlind, Kerry’s Place Autism Services, and more.”

Also getting a sneak peek of  the tent at the Student Hoedown 
was Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson, who has been a 
regular fixture at the event for over a decade. 

Ahead of  the nighttime parties, he said he was particularly 
excited to see Blue Rodeo, a band he has followed since he was 
“really young” take the stage once again, but he was also excited 
to see the wider-reaching annual impact of  Hoedown.

“I most look forward to getting out and chatting with 
the people in the community, seeing all the charities and 
organizations that get involved, and it is great to see them out 
in the community promoting what they do and their activities 
at the same time,” said Mr. Peterson. “The Hoedown isn’t just 
the events themselves, but it is a weeks-long rollout before the 
event, which is always a great opportunity for organizations to 
get the message out in the area to learn what they are doing for 
the community.”

Partner charities this year include the Aurora Football Club 
(Aurora FC), the Aurora Tigers, Autism Ontario York Region 
with Epilepsy York Region, Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York, 
DeafBlind Ontario Services, the Georgina Arts Centre and 
Gallery with The Training Centre, The Georgina Skating 
Club, Kerry’s Place Autism Services, Learning Disabilities 
Association of  York Region, Marquee Theatrical Productions, 
Newmarket Food Pantry, Newmarket Stingrays Swim Club, 
The Optimist Clubs of  York Region, Shenderey Gymnastics 
Institute, the Southlake Regional Health Centre Foundation, 
St. John Ambulance, The Peer Project, Victim Services of  
York Region, Welcoming Arms, and the Women’s Centre of  
York Region.

A student smash – Special needs students from across York Region descended on the 
Hoedown Tent on Friday morning for the annual Student Hoedown. Over 1,000 students, plus 
teachers and caregivers, filled the tent for a few hours of live music courtesy of the Hoedown 
Showdown finalists, dancing, and giving back. Among the dignitaries attending were Coun-
cillor John Abel along with Accessibility Advisory Committee members Tyler Barker and James 
Hoyes.                                        Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Custom NEW Kitchens

The bitterness of poor quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness of a low price has faded from memory

Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca
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MADE

10% OFF
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10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS
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Vanity Cabinets 
 * Tile Flooring 
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Call 905-954-0967416-479-0415
705-797-4853

1100 Gorham St., 
Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 
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HOEDOWN HIGHLIGHTS
It was two nights of non-stop music under the Big Top at the 2018 Magna Hoedown. Friday’s 
entertainment included Gord Bamford, the Road Hammers, and the Top 10 finalists of the 
Hoedown Showdown facing off for glory. Saturday night featured the Hoedown Showdown 
winner, Vicki Biersteker of Schomberg, before Blue Rodeo took the stage. 

Auroran photos by  
Diane Buchanan and Robin Taylor Smith

   In a recent article from Global News, Ip-
sos (one of  the largest research fi rms in the 
world) surveyed Canadian homeowners of  
all ages.  93 per cent of  those aged 65+ felt 
it was at least somewhat important to stay 
in their present home throughout retire-
ment.  “This may be the best choice for our 
current aging population and their families, 
and for good reasons,” says Sharon King-
Todd, founder of  The Elder’s Advocate and 
Certifi ed Professional Consultant on Aging.
 Unless planned correctly, 
retirement living can put a signifi -
cant strain on cash fl ow and can pose 
a risk of  outliving retirement savings.  
When the average life expectancy was 
around 75 years of  age, private retirement 
residences were once an achievable option.  
With the advances of  modern medicine 
and education, the average life expectancy 
is estimated to increase to 84 by 2030.  In 
Ontario, depending on the individual lev-
el of  care, the cost for private retirement 
residences can range between $4,000 and 
$8,000 per month.  Living another 9 
years may require up to an addi-
tional $864,000 of  savings.  This has 
prompted many residents to re-evaluate the 
feasibility of  their original fi nancial plan.
   Reliance on the public healthcare sys-
tem may not be a viable option.  Sharon 
states, “The Senior Tsunami is fast ap-
proaching and is expected to double from 5 
to 10 million in the next twenty years.  The 

healthcare system is already in crisis with 
the current aging population.  It lacks 
the needed budget, number of  qualifi ed 
physicians and nurses to meet today’s senior 
demands.”  Ontario has the lowest number 
of  acute care beds in Canada, with more 
than 4,500 people on waiting lists for pub-
licly funded in-home personal support ser-
vices, of  which many are high-needs patients.  
   There is great news ahead for this di-
lemma and local senior residents of  Auro-
ra are turning the health care defi cit into 
an opportunity for a whole new lifestyle 
approach.  They are freeing up cash in 
their home to help achieve a comfortable 
retirement, providing a steady income 
stream and the ability to stay at home 
when they retire. Sharon, who is a ded-
icated activist for Aging-in-Home and a 
specialist in creating living plans, also states 
that planning ahead can minimize the 
emotional trauma and cost of  crisis care.
   With the current state of  public health-
care and additional savings requirements 
for private retirement residences, “Aging-
in-Home” looks to be a better option.  It 
allows seniors to maintain their quality of  
independence, continue to grow the equi-
ty in their home, and ensure a nest egg for 
their children. The world has changed, and 
residents are recognizing the need to adapt 
now to ensure the options initially intended 
are still realistic and secure.     

JOIN US for an educational 
evening and fi nd out what you can do to 
safeguard a happy, healthy and 
fi nancially bright retirement.

Event details: 
Date: Tuesday, Oct 2, 2018 at 6:30pm

Where: 15140 Yonge Street, Unit 2, Aurora 
Register Online Today - Limited seating, 

refreshments will be served.
http://retireathome.eventbrite.ca

Email: sharon@theeldersadvocate.ca 
Call: 905-251-6661

 9 in 10 Seniors Wish to Stay in Their Home 
While Retired – Poses Risk of Outliving Savings

Sharon King-Todd is a Certifi ed Professional Consultant 
on Aging and Lifestyle Coach.  Founder and Senior Advisor 
Consultant of  The Elder’s Advocate

Advertorial
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Adam
MOBBS

For Council

Responsible, Forward Leadership

www.votemobbs.com

BOUNCY
CASTLE

FACE PAINTING
FREE PRIZES

*SATURDAY ONLY

BALLOON
ANIMALS 

LIVE MUSIC
FREE FOOD

*SATURDAY ONLY 

15630 BAYVIEW AVE • AURORA • ON

22
SEPTEMBER

PARKING LOT 12PM-4PM

1S T  A N N I V E R S A R Y

THIS PROMOTIONAL EVENT IS VALID ONLY FOR STARSKY AURORA LOCATION  - 15630 BAYVIEW AVE

Sports Hall of Fame recalls Aurora Hearts historic win

By Jake Courtepatte

For those in the Aurora soccer 
community, the year 2001 stands out as a 
moment the town was put on the provincial 
soccer map.

After many years of  being the 
bridesmaid, never the bride, the Aurora 
Hearts men’s soccer club finally tamed the 
beast and took home the coveted Ontario 
Cup.

“We kept making it three or four years 
in a row, but we were just never able to 
make it over that next hump,” said player-
coach Ed McNally in a reunion of  the 
team at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex. “We went down to Markham to 
play Niagara Falls in the semis, and I knew 
when we hit the semis, we were going to 
win.”

“We had never gotten over that 
quarterfinal hump. It was just quarters, 
quarters, quarters, eliminated, eliminated, 
eliminated. That year felt different.”

After taking down Niagara Falls, the 
Hearts met with Hamilton in the Cup 
finals, a tough match for those who had 
experienced falling short year after year.

“Hamilton always had good teams,” 

said McNally. “They were always in the 
finals.”

It was McNally, who entered the Aurora 
Sports Hall of  Fame as a member of  the 
2014 class, who put home the tying goal 
in a hard-fought match to send it to extra 
time.

Down 1 – 0, McNally converted on a 
free kick before it took three penalties to 
earn the provincial title.

“(Keeper) Jon Cortese didn’t know we 
won… he saved three penalties, and then 
got up and was wondering ‘when’s the next 
one?’ while we’re all running at him. It was 
a moment to remember for sure.”

McNally and the rest of  the 2001 Hearts 
team will have their story told and memory 
kept vivid by the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame, who has chosen the Hearts as the 
latest to be featured in their “Moments in 
Sports.”

One of  over sixty stories collected by the 
Hall of  Fame committee for the “Canada 
150 Moments” campaign back in July of  
2017, the program has developed into 
an ongoing series to showcase the stories 
that have shaped the sporting history of  
Aurora.

“What started out as a Canada 150 
special outreach project in 2017 is now an 

ongoing program by the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame and its partners, the Aurora 
Museum & Archives and Sport Aurora,” 
said project manager Karen Merk. 
“When the Moments in Sport initiative 
launched on Canada Day, audio clips 
of  some of  Aurora’s most significant 
sporting moments were available on 
the ASHOF website as well as on-air 
through the Hall’s radio partner, 105.9 
The Region.”

Featuring mini exhibits across Aurora 
at the Aurora Community Centre, Town 
Hall, and the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex, the Aurora Hearts are the 

latest to have their accomplishments 
exhibited alongside articles and items 
from the team’s history.

The Hall is also gearing up for the 
annual induction dinner on November 
8, a gala bringing the best in Aurora 
sport from past and present together to 
welcome in this year’s class of  inductees.

Those getting the call to the Hall this 
year are triathlete Paolina Allan, pro 
golfer David Morland IV, NHL lineseman 
Loring Doolittle, and York University 
men’s basketball coach Robert Bain.

For tickets, and more information, visit www.
aurorashof.ca.

Members of the 2001 Ontario Cup-winning Aurora Hearts reunited last week as the latest fea-
ture in the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame’s “Moments in Sports” campaign on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

From page 8
“We have a responsibility or a 

standard for engaging our community…
There was lots of  information. We could 
have directed them to our website, we 
had a wonderful presentation and it 
could have been posted on the Town’s 
website, directing the business owners to 
that presentation so they could have an 
understanding of  what is being proposed, 
what some of  the visions are. There are 

numerous reports. I don’t think referring 
them to the municipal act fulfils our 
standards for engagement. I would think 
without a doubt, when this comes up at 
budget for the future Council, there will 
be business owners who come in and 
say, ‘I didn’t understand.’ I think we 
need to utilize the tools we have in our 
communications department to better 
communicate with our residents and our 
businesses.”

Communication is key in BIA: 
Thompson
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Aurora Votes 2018: Aurora “deserves better,” says Ballard at 
Mayoral campaign kickoff

By Brock Weir 

It’s time for change in Aurora, 
according to Chris Ballard.

The former MPP and municipal 
councillor formally kicked off  his mayoral 
campaign Thursday night before a group 
of  supporters at the Aurora branch of  
the Royal Canadian Legion.

Mr. Ballard, who announced his 
intention to run for Mayor earlier this 
summer, making it a four-man race in 
a field that includes incumbent Geoff  
Dawe and Councillors John Abel and 
Tom Mrakas, used the event not only to 
outline why he thinks he’s the best man 
to bring about the change Aurora needs, 
but also to address criticisms that have 
been lobbed his way since he announced 
his intentions.

“People want to know, obviously, why 
they should vote for me; after all, I left 
Town Council to run provincially,” said 
Mr. Ballard. “I was MPP for Aurora, I 
was Minister of  Housing, Minister of  
the Environment, and then I lost in the 
election, so why should I be supported in 
a return to Town Council? The answer 
is simply I never really left. My focus 
[at] Queen’s Park was always to serve 
the needs of  my constituents in Aurora. 
I stepped away from Town politics 
because I wanted to fix a number of  
things at Queen’s Park that threatened 
our community. 

“That is why I lobbied my government 
to ensure more protection for the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, and we did through the 
Green Belt. That’s why I lobbied hard 
with my government to bring all-day, 
two-way electrified, eventually 15-minute 
GO Train service to the Town of  Aurora, 
and it is coming. That is why I fought 
to bring democracy to York Region 
Council with legislation that would give 
you and I the right to vote directly for the 
most powerful politician in York Region 

– the Chair of  the Regional Council. It 
is my Private Members’ Bill that got the 
ball rolling on that one and, you know, 
you’ll have to talk to your current MPPs 
[about] why they believe you and I don’t 
deserve the right to vote for the most 
powerful politician in York Region.

“I have always fought for what Aurora 
needs, whether it is around the Council 
table or in the corridors at Queen’s 
Park. I will always fight for what Aurora 
needs.”

What Aurora needs at this stage in the 
game, however, is a lengthy list.

Change, he said, needs to happen 
almost across the board, ranging 
from “better accountability” to 
“better environmental protection, 
better financial accountability, netter 
neighbourhood protections, especially 
in stable neighbourhoods, a better sports 
economy, a better high-tech economy, 
and better transit.”

“Most of  all,” he continued, “you 
deserve to be heard. Public consultation 
should not be conducted on an as-needed 
basis; it needs to be constant, regular and 
with purpose. That is my fundamental 
pledge as the next Mayor of  Aurora, 
that we will engage in this type of  
communication that puts the public first 
in gathering our information.”

As a former Aurora councillor, Mr. 
Ballard knows the inner workings of  
Town Hall, but that leads to another 
question Mr. Ballard said he has fielded 
from residents: “How can I criticize 
Council when I was a member of  
Council for four years?”

“People who are watching 
know how hard I fought,” he told 
supporters, making particular note of  
his support for the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, fighting to ensure the Aurora 
Promenade Plan is implemented, for 
better fiscal management of  the Joint 
Operations Centre, efforts to protect 
environmental and heritage capital, 

improved recreational programs, and the 
importance of  Aurora having a Code of  
Conduct and an integrity commissioner.

 “As a young kid growing up next 
door in King Township, I was always 
aware of  this area’s very rich heritage,” 
said Mr. Ballard. “Aurora is really unlike 
any community I’ve come across. Our 
industries, from the Fleury Plough Works, 
to Magna today, our award-winning 
musicians, artists and performers, 
our award-winning sports figures, our 
future Nobel prize winner Lester B. 
Pearson, and it was here in Aurora that 
the Blake speech was given by a future 
Prime Minister. It outlined the future 
relationship between Canada and our 
Provinces; pretty heady stuff  for a small 
town at the rail head. The point of  all of  

this, other than a wonderful recitation of  
why Aurora has wonderful, rich cultural 
heritage…is that where we live shapes 
who we are.

“A concern I hear time and again 
is we’re fast losing what has made 
Aurora unique, that we’re becoming 
just another bedroom community, a 
place to buy your first house before you 
move on. We have missed far too many 
opportunities in the past eight years to 
protect the Aurora brand, a brand that 
makes us unique, a brand that ensures 
the investments we have made in this 
Town, like our houses and businesses, 
are more valuable, whether it be the loss 
of  heritage buildings, of  good paying 
job opportunities, of  a proper housing 
mix, of  a downtown core that seems 
to have more empty buildings than 
ever before, I have too many examples. 
Dare I say though that Aurora has lost 
its aura when MoneySense magazine 
ranks our neighbours higher than us 
and we continue to fall? The biggest 
opportunity we have missed as a Town 
is the opportunity to talk to you, to better 
understand your hopes, your dreams, 
your concerns for Aurora. We learn from 
you.

“Aurora residents deserve a mayor 
who is committed to protect and grow 
the investment they have made in their 
home and businesses in this community. 
They want a mayor who will protect and 
enhance their quality of  life, security and 
prosperity of  our community. As mayor, 
I will work closely with Council to set 
this community back on the right course, 
financially, with balanced and appropriate 
development, with a jobs strategy and 
a housing strategy, and so much more. 
Most importantly, I will respect you, our 
citizens, by communicating and listening 
to you constantly, regularly and with 
purpose. Your input will help Councillors 
and Town Staff  make the right choices 
for this Town.”

Chris Ballard formally launched his mayoral 
bid last Thursday at the Royal Canadian Le-
gion.

 Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan
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Aurora Votes 2018: Lajeunesse wants to bring “Smart” principles 
to Council table

By Brock Weir

As he worked towards his first Ironman 
triathlon this month, Daniel Lajeunesse 
set a challenge for himself: using only 
municipal facilities to train.

It was an “eye-opening experience,” he 
says, in that a lot of  planning had to go 
into being able to use available resources at 
just the right time. The raw materials are 
there, he says, but it is a matter of  planning 

to make sure they work right for local 
residents.

Mr. Lajeunesse, a 12-year resident 
of  Aurora, works in the field of  efficient 
urban planning, and he hopes to bring this 
expertise to the table as a member of  the 
2018-2022 Aurora Council. 

He is one of  sixteen candidates vying for 
six Council seats.

“I have always had a little bit of  a 
taste [for municipal politics] based on my 
family history, growing up in Ottawa with 
a father who was heavily involved in the 
beautification of  the National Capital,” 
he says. “As time went on, I developed my 
own career and path, and over the last 10 
years, my focus has been on intelligent 
urbanization.”

Since then, he has worked for an 
initiative that leverages technology and 
other advances to “make a city run 
efficiently, cheaper, but provide a mindset 
to move forward.”

“When I was working on the Federal 
Government’s $300 million Smart Cities 
initiative, I realised that not only didn’t 
Aurora get shortlisted, they didn’t even 
compete,” he says. “I realised that was 
something I could do and support locally. 
I realised I could help my community by 
providing those services as part of  being a 
Councillor.”

Mr. Lajeunesse is running on a three-
prong platform. Intelligent urbanization 
is one, along with Health & Fitness, and 
business. They might seem like three 
desperate platform planks, but they are all 
interwoven, he says. 

“Let’s look at the obstacles that are 
coming up,” he says. “We have that 
15-minute train coming up shortly, 
relatively speaking, and if  we don’t do this 
right, we’re going to end up with two towns 
because those gates go down for a minute 
or two every 15 minutes. That could be a 
horrible problem. One of  the main issues 
I see as a sports fanatic – doing them, not 
watching them – is how we maintain our 

roads and sidewalks. We still prioritize 
roads. 

“You walk down a sidewalk, trees are at 
least four feet down, making it very difficult 
for anyone to use them and you will see 
people walking down the street when 
there is a sidewalk there unmaintained. 
Yonge Street takes two weeks to repair the 
sidewalks. Why do we not prioritize our 
pedestrians? If  we want people to shop on 
Yonge Street, why do we make it so hard 
for people to talk on Combine that with 
parking, there are a lot of  things we can 
do there.”

If  elected on October 22, one of  
the items Mr. Lajeunesse would like to 
bring forward is a facilities management 
program that would see more free time 
access at municipal facilities such as pools 
and ice rinks. One hour here and there is 
insufficient, he says, and the Town needs 
to look at “why” people are using facilities 
as they are.

“If  we want to increase that community 
of  sports within the Region we have to 
understand what people are participating 
in,” he says. “If  we can understand that, 
then we can support them. The same 
is true of  other facility-based sports like 
hockey, basketball, etc. I believe what we 
need to understand is who is going to be 
using them. From everything I’ve read, we 
do want to understand what people are 
going to use, looking at age brackets and 
so forth, but we seem to be stuck in an 
evaluation.”

There is not a huge cost in adding 30 
minutes of  lifeguard duty here and there, 
he says, and it would be an investment that 
would pay dividends.

“When I talk to other individuals, they 
leave and go to other towns because they 
will have greater hours. Why do we allow 
that? We have great facilities here, but 
we’re forcing our residents to go elsewhere. 
That is because we don’t understand. 
We don’t need to make huge investments 
in research and so forth, it is simply an 

understanding of  what is being done, why 
people want to use the facilities and answer 
those questions.”

He does, of  course, see Aurora residents 
leave town for a number of  other reasons, 
whether it is up to Newmarket to take in its 
bustling Main Street, or down into Toronto 
on their morning commute. Both issues 
are a concern for Mr. Lajeunesse, and a 
key component to turning the tide will be 
creating a climate enticing for people to 
open up small businesses here at home. 

“If  we can get one in 10 families to have 
one individual work from home, that has 
a tremendous impact on the amount of  
traffic you see at peak hours, for instance,” 
he said. “All we need for that is to ensure 
companies like Bell and Rogers support us 
in terms of  the connectivity they require. 
It is the mentality of  thinking a few years 
down the road. We have done great. The 
Town is beautiful, it’s safe, it’s a nice place 
to buy a home, but I am just worried about 
the longer-term vision in that I want to stay 
here Friday nights, I want to shop at the 
Market and I want to participate in my 
sports programs.

“My main business is based out of  
Waterloo. One day a week I go to that 
office and the other four I spend in my 
home office. The concept of  allowing 
people to work from home just makes 
sense. That doesn’t mean to turn a home 
into a storefront. Absolutely not, but an 
individual being able to spend maybe two 
or three days at home from time to time 
really helps the greater community. It helps 
us because it allows for more parking spots 
for the GO Train, less congestion on the 
onramps onto the highway, and allows for 
our small businesses to benefit.

“If  you improve traffic, you improve 
health and wellness. If  you improve health 
and wellness, you improve businesses. If  
you improve businesses, you improve the 
tax base. If  you improve the tax base, 
we have more services. If  you improve 
services, they are better maintained.”

Council candidate Daniel Lajeunesse
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Making new friends is a great joy in life. At Oak Ridges you may fi nd new friends 
who have chosen the vibrant senior living in our community. Wonderful new 
friendships await you - people with the same values and lifestyle expectations 
as you have. 

Living among new and old friends at Oak Ridges. Call Leanne or Catherine to 
arrange your personal visit to our community. Stay for lunch. 

Let us introduce you to your new friends.

Call us at (905) 773-4220
12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill  ⎜ Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com  ⎜ OakRidgesRetirement.com

Independent, Assisted Living & Respite Suites Available

Our Beautiful Centenarians !

Oak Ridges Retirement will be hosting 
ORCA’s Open House and Seniors Special Interest Booths 
Saturday September 22nd and Sunday September 23rd
- 1pm to 4pm both days. 
We will host a variety of informative and educational 
guest speakers, tables, treats and tours. Please join us!

ONLY A FEW SUITES REMAINING
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VISIT CDS  
We would love to show you how far we have come in 
our fi rst 46 years and invite you to be part of our future.
Call us today at 905 833 1972 to book a personal tour!

DISCOVER 

The Outdoor Education 
program engages students 
in hands-on, experiential 
learning.

Our state-of-the-art Performing 
Arts Centre enhances our 
ability to inspire students in 
drama and music.

Participation on 
CDS sports teams 
encourages self-
confi dence, discipline, 
sportsmanship 
and integrity.

CDS community service programs 
develop social awareness, civic 
responsibility and self-worth.

Members of the Class of 2018 
received more than 388 admission 
offers and $1M in scholarships 
and awards.

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, 
non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.  
13415 Dufferin Street, King, ON  L7B 1K5  T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

We believe that everyone should experience an education with balance. 
That is why, in addition to the nearly $7 million endowment CDS has steadily 
grown over the years, we have three entrance scholarships available to 
incoming Grade 9 or 10 students starting in 2019-2020. It is our hope 
that the York Scholarship Bursary will attract and encourage more families to 
consider CDS as an option for their child.
 
This renewable scholarship will provide support for up to 65% of tuition 
and additional fees throughout their high school career and is awarded 
based on fi nancial need, as well as a demonstrated and balanced approach 
toward academics, the arts and athletics.
 
To learn more, visit www.cds.on.ca/yorkscholarshipbursary or 
contact the Admissions Offi ce at 905-833-1972.

THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Introducing the York Scholarship Bursary

CDS_KWS Gatefold_OBC_2018-09-17_FINAL.indd   1 2018-09-13   2:19 PM
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Custom is more affordable 
than you think!
• Drapery, 
• Window Coverings
• Motorization
• Bedding 
• Upholstery
• Shutters
• Area Rugs

DWF

DISTINCT WINDOW FASHIONS LTD.

905.773.1271 
13270 Yonge St Unit #101
distinctwindowfashions.ca

Making homes 
Exceptional Since 1992

 sales@distinctwindowfashions.ca 

Sports • News • At Your Service  
Coming Events • Classifieds

TAKE THE
PLEDGE
to lead a
healthier,
more active
lifestyle, as
together
we become
Canada’s
most active
community!

THREE STEPS:
1. Visit our website:  

activateaurora.com
2. Take the Pledge.
3. Receive our free 

newsletter, packed 
with healthy living 
tips, programs and 
special events.

The Activate Aurora mission: To make Aurora
“Canada’s most active community.”

Let’s get started! activateaurora.com

Becoming
a better you
STARTS HERE

Tigers drop the puck on perfect start to season

By Jake Courtepatte

Same rivalry, new combatants.
The first leg of  the 2018-19 Battle 

of  Yonge Street has decidedly gone 
to the Aurora Tigers, who doubled 
up on the Newmarket Hurricanes 
in a home-and-home start to the 
new Ontario Junior Hockey League 
season.

In an odd twist, the term 
“home” did not necessarily apply 
for the Hurricanes who hosted the 
Tigers on Thursday, forced out of  
their own ice at the Ray Twinney 
Complex due to the installation 
of  new dehumidification and air 
conditioning units.

Instead hosting at the Magna 
Centre’s main ice, the Aurora club 
seemed the more comfortable of  
the two when veteran Joseph Mizzi 
opened the season’s scoring just 39 
seconds in, finishing off  a centering 
pass from newly-minted captain 
Steve MacLean.

After Newmarket took the lead 2 
– 1, Hollander Thompson made his 
OJHL debut one to remember by 
potting a Landis Antonic rebound to 
send the game to overtime.

It took just over twenty-three 
minutes of  extra time for Mizzi 
to give the Tigers the two points, 
finishing off  a back-and-forth passing 
play with Michael Palandra.

Both teams had to reset quickly for 
the Tigers home opener on Friday 
night, where despite the Magna 
Hoedown festivities just down the 
street, around 500 fans packed into 
the Aurora Community Centre.

A ceremonial opening faceoff  
featuring a number of  faces from 
Tigers past set the tone for another 
grueling battle, featuring some heavy 

defense in the first period.
With the score tied at zero late in 

the frame, MacLean showed why he 
earned the ‘C’ by catching up to a 
Newmarket forward on a breakaway 
and stripping the puck, before Jacob 
Ball went the other way and opened 
the scoring for the home team with 
eight seconds on the clock.

Both Mizzi and Palandra finished 
rebounds in the second period to give 
Aurora a 3 – 0 lead, with Spencer 
making it a four-goal game early in 
the third period.

Jack Irvine’s shutout bid was only 
broken with just under three minutes 
to play, when the Hurricanes scored 
shorthanded for a finals core of  4 – 
1.

Wrapping up the week with a 3 – 2 
win over the Oakville Blades at home 
on Saturday, Evan Spencer played 
the hero in potting the game winner 
with just under three minutes to play.

“They knocked off  one hell of  a 
hockey team,” said Tigers analyst 
Kevin Dean. “The Oakville Blades 
are a dynamite team…I’m sure we’ll 
see them again down the road.”

Head scout Jason Maslakow said 
this is “only the start.”

“With our third game in three 
nights, (we) persevered.”

Last year’s regular season 
conference champions are already 
playing up to their standards after 
being named just one of  two Ontario 
teams named to the CJHL’s top 
twenty pre-season rankings list, 
along with the Wellington Dukes. 
Aurora remains the only team in 
the NorthWest Conference to stay 
undefeated, while across the lines, 
the Cobourg Cougars are 4 – 0 to 
start the season.

The more experienced Jack Irvine 

Aurora captain Steve MacLean (right) and Newmarket captain Sheldon Nolan line up for the 
ceremonial opening faceoff of the 2018-19 OJHL season last week. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

got the call between the pipes for two 
of  the Tigers three opening games, 
with 16-year old rookie Christian 
Filippetti getting the nod in game 
one. The 18-year old Irvine should 
shoulder the brunt of  the load for the 
long and grueling season after seeing 
action in two dozen games with the 
Tigers last season.

The Tigers will hope to keep their 
perfect streak going when they return 

to the ice on Friday, visiting the 
Pickering Panthers for the first match 
of  the year between the divisional 
rivals.

The next home game is scheduled 
for Saturday when the Tigers host 
the Trenton Golden Hawks, with 
puck drop scheduled for 7:30 p.m.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.
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The Provincial Beach Volleyball Championships took place last August of  2017, 
which falls in the time period outlined in the criteria.

The following team won the gold medal and provincial championship in the 
Tier 1 - 14u boys category (1st place in Ontario). They both play with Storm 
Volleyball in the winter. They both are York region residents. Beach Volleyball is 
a two-person sport: Arthur Bento and Markus Law-Heese.  Their head coach is 
Adriana Bento, Arthur’s mom, also a York Region resident.

“I assisted here and there as support if  Adriana was busy with her role as a 
National Team coach (as I am their indoor coach during winter with Storm 
Volleyball).”

Arthur Bento and Markus Law-Heese teamed up for the 2017 beach season 
with a goal to have some fun playing their favourite sport and to win a provincial 
and national championship. Their gold medal win at the provincial championships 
against season-long rivals and friends Punit Shah/ Kenneth Mann was a great 
way to finish off  the Ontario Beach Tour season. Although they got bronze at 
Nationals (losing to Punit and Kenneth in a great battle in semis) they felt they had 
a season they could definitely be proud of. 

Mayor’s Breakfast  
of Champions Spotlight

Storm Volleyball – Beach Volleyball  
U14 Boys

promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

Not for Profit Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Skills
Development

Skating
Development

Ages 6-12 
September 13 - 
October 18, 2018

Ages 6-12 
September 11 - 
October 16, 2018

Aurora FC thumped by London in penultimate 
League1 match

By Jake Courtepatte

A crucial match for only one half  

of  the participants led to a blowout for 
the Aurora FC men in their second-to-
last game of  the season.

With a spot in the playoffs on the 

line, FC London brought their best 
game to the match on Saturday. Aurora 
keeper Sunny Dhaliwal was forced to 
make a diving tip just after kickoff  to 
keep London at bay, sending a header 
nicking off  the 
crossbar.

Just minutes 
later, London 
opened the 
scoring by beating 
Dhaliwal in the 
top corner from 
inside the box, 
doubling the lead 
before the twenty-
minute mark of  
the match.

They added 
two more before 
the intermission 
to take a 4 – 0 lead at half, putting 
seven shots on target in the 45 minutes.

Despite making some personnel 

changes on the field after recess, 
Aurora failed to find the back of  the 
net, while London tacked on two more 
goals for a 6 – 0 final.

With the fate all but decided, Aurora 
will be looking to close 
out the season on the 
right foot when they 
host the OSU Force 
on Saturday, with a 
chance to jump the 
Force in the standings.

A surge of  offense 
in June and July led 
to a string of  losses in 
the latter half  of  the 
season for Aurora, 
who bring a record of  
2-10-3 into their final 
game of  the season, 
sitting just above 

Windsor TFC in the league standings.
Saturday’s kickoff  is set for 4 p.m. at 

Stewart Burnett Park.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983 Tel: 905-727-6401

www.nyhp.on.ca
8 Industrial Pkwy. S.

Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Terry Fox Run  
takes off in Aurora

By Jake Courtepatte

In what would have been his 61st 
year, Aurora residents are working hard 
to keep the legacy of  Terry Fox alive.

Around one hundred participants 
gathered behind the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre early Sunday morning for 
the annual Terry Fox Run for Hope, 
walking, running, or cycling two or five 

kilometer routes to raise both funds and 
awareness for cancer research.

Though official numbers are yet to 
come in, donations have exceeded the 
$15,000 mark for the run site.

Local band Willin’ and Abel 
provided the soundtrack for the 
day, as well as the national anthem. 
The organizers would like to thank all 
of  the volunteers involved in making 
the day a success.

The Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 
and Artisan Fair 
continues to be 
treated to beautiful 
summer weather as 
we march toward fall.

This has translated 
to busy, bustling 
days at the Market 
with people in great 
moods. There are so many reasons to 
include a visit to the Market on Saturday 
mornings, not the least of  which is that 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner.

There’s a lot to tell you about today 
so I’ll launch right into an introduction 
of  our next new vendor, Lisa Weagle, of  
Whiskey Jack Flowers. This is not only 
her first year at the Market, but is her 
first year in business.

Whiskey Jack Flowers is a small, 
independent flower studio that curates 
one-of-a-kind, seasonal arrangements 
using 100% locally grown flowers. They 
offer an array of  plants, including cacti 
and succulents. Each week they have 
new floral offerings.

Starting this venture is a dream realized 
for owner and designer, Lisa. Using 
locally grown flowers is important to her 
as it reduces our environmental footprint. 
It also allows her to build relationships 
with others in the community and learn 
their unique story in the process.

Lisa was born in Montreal but grew 
up in Aurora, attending both elementary 
and high school here in Town. She did 
her post-secondary education in Fashion 
at both Humber College and Ryerson 
University in Toronto. After living and 
working in Toronto for many years, 
Lisa has settled back in Aurora. Since 
childhood, Lisa has always enjoyed 
expressing her creativity with her hands, 
including painting and pottery. A few 
years ago, Lisa began to experiment with 
flowers as the medium for her creativity 
and discovered a new passion.

Whiskey Jack Flowers curates a 
more organic, “from the garden” 
style of  arrangement using only the 
freshest blooms. Each arrangement is 
handcrafted and unique. There is no 

store front—Lisa 
creates her beautiful 
floral designs in a 
small private studio 
that is as unique 
as she is. The 
studio backs onto a 
beautiful green space 
that is home to trees, 
birds and even some 
resident chickens.

Lisa plans to keep working hard and 
getting better each day, to think outside 
the box and to continue to look for 
creative ways to express herself. Her 
goal is to keep things fresh and new. She 
wants people to know that regardless of  
the day they visit her booth, they will 
discover something beautiful, colourful, 
unique and different, as well as local.

If  you are interested in florals for a 
special occasion, you can contact Lisa at 
hello@whiskeyjackflowers.com or visit 
her at the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

Our next Special Event is on Saturday, 
September 29 when the Market 
celebrates Culture Days with a Soup 
Fest. Five Market chefs will prepare 
soups using fresh ingredients from the 
Market for sampling to the public. 
Recipes will be available either at the 
Market or online. The tasting will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. and there will be a new chef  
at 30-minute intervals with the last chef  
starting at 11:30 a.m.

In addition, we are thrilled to 
announce that the wonderful musician, 
Glenn Marais, will be playing for us that 
day and will include some “djemba” 
drumming in keeping with the theme,” 
ON BEAT”, of  Culture Days.

As if  that weren’t enough, we are 
delighted to partner with New Roads 
Mazda to present our first annual “Stuff  
a Truck” Challenge. This Thanksgiving 
food drive aims to collect lots of  food 
donations for the Aurora Food Pantry, so 
please come to the Market on September 
29 with non-perishable food donations 
and tell your friends and neighbours 
to do the same. It promises to be a 
memorable day.

See you at the Market!

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

A group of St. Andrew’s College students hold up their banner before the Terry Fox Run at 
Aurora Town Hall on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Your Host 

 Dr. Dean McClelland

Is your rotator cuff the 

problem?

To learn more, attend the “What is AMIT?’
workshop - Monday, September 24th at 7pm -
Aurora Public Library (Magna Room)

Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Specializing in 

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_Quarterpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:35 PM

Play #OnBeat at Aurora 
Public Library!

By Reccia Mandelcorn
Manager, Community Collaboration

Aurora Public Library

Immerse yourself  in a symphony 
of  artistic expression as APL plays 
#OnBeat this Culture Days with 
immersive experiences through music, 
writing, art and dance. On Saturday, 
September 29 from 1.30 – 4.15 p.m., 
enjoy performances, workshops and 
interactive activities that invite you to 
create, participate and share.

Music aficionados will delight in a 
concert performed by musicians from 
the York Chamber Ensemble. Entitled 
“Classical Beats; from Baroque to the 
Contemporary”, the concert will feature 
Ian Clarke, Michael Adamson, Susan 
Beth Barak and Barbara J. Dickson 
playing selections from the works of  
Mozart, Haydn, Handel and others. 
Capture the magic at this extraordinary 

Culture Days partnership.
“Bring your own ghost” to an 

intimate writing workshop with 
Marnie Maguire. Participants will 
unearth a ghost of  their former selves 
- an ancestor, family member, lover or 
imagined character - and use writing 
prompts and meditation techniques to 
unravel the plot that leads to the ghost’s 
departure. This unique opportunity is 
free, but advance registration is required 
as spots are limited. Ages 16+.

Join artists Judy Sherman and Eva 
Folks for “Drop-in and Draw”. Stay 
for a quick sketch or enjoy the full 
session. Judy and Eva always create a 
fun atmosphere in their workshops, so 
come by with the whole family. Bring 
your own supplies or use basic drawing 
materials (conté, pencils and pastels) 
supplied by the Library. Beginner or 
advanced – Just drop in! 

It’s an extraordinary experience 

to watch the process of  creation. 
Exhibiting artists, Sue Foerster and 
Archie Maghsoudloo, of  the current 
exhibit “Tiny Dancer: fluidity in 
motion” will be sketching a ballerina 
model live. Watch, engage, learn and 
interact.

Bring comfortable shoes and get 
ready to dance with folk dance teacher, 
Riki Adivi. Bringing a multicultural 
flavour to the day, Riki will be teaching 
easy-to-learn dances from the Middle 
East and Persia. Folk dancing is usually 
about having the whole family dancing 

together, so this fabulously fun closing 
activity is definitely all ages/family 
friendly. 

Culture Days is a collaborative 
movement that welcomes your 
participation. Look for your Culture 
Days passport in The Auroran, visit any 
of  the participating venues to have your 
passport stamped and be eligible to win 
great prizes.

For more information on APL’s 
Culture Days activities, including times 
of  the individual activities, please visit 
the Library at aurorapl.ca. 

To See, or Not to See 
 “The Complete Works  
of William Shakespeare  
(Abridged) [revised]”

A review by Scott Johnston

To see, or not to see?  That is the 
question.

If  the subject of  that question is 
Theatre Aurora’s season opening “The 
Complete Works of  William Shakespeare 
(abridged) [revised]” then the answer is a 
resounding ‘yes’.

This highly entertaining play, written 
by Adam Long, Daniel Singer and Jess 
Winfield, does exactly what the title 
says; summarizes all 37 of  the Bard’s 
plays in less than two hours, including 
intermission.

Even more challenging, it uses only 
three actors to do so.

While they don’t perform all 1,122 
roles, they do seem to cover a lot of  them.

Shakespeare’s plays can be a bit slow 
at times, but this one is far from it. As can 
be expected, the pacing is frantic, with 
myriad costume changes and props, as 
the actors bounce between multiple 
characters both on and off  the stage.

The plays themselves are presented in 
a number of  original ways: as rap songs, 
sporting event play by plays, cooking 
shows, audience participation pieces, 
even performed backwards (don’t worry; 
that one will make sense when you see 
it).

There are lots of  wonderful things to 
catch along the way: Romeo being played 
by a female lead and Juliet by a male cast 
member, characters doing their own 
sound effects, and many current event 
and pop culture references.

To pull this off, director Joey Ferguson 
has pulled together a terrific cast, including 
Elizabeth Coulter, Brian Fukuzawa and 
Andrew Pawarroo. Their ability to shift 
between characters, change costumes 
(not to mention keeping the unused 
props and costumes in the right places 
for their next appearance), maintain a 
hectic pace, improvise, and keep up with 
the sometimes complex wording and 
rapid-fire quips is impressive.

This is a play that never takes itself  
too seriously, and as such, it can be 
enjoyed by everyone, even if  they’re not 
an English literature enthusiast.

Whether you actually learn something 
if  you use this play is not guaranteed, but 
you will laugh a lot.

Evening performances of  “The 
Complete Works of  William Shakespeare 
(abridged) [revised]” continue at 
Theatre Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, 
September 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29, with 
a matinee September 23.  Information 
and tickets are available through the box 
office at 905-727-3669.

these neighbourhoods, who are building 
some of  these homes. To cast them as 
undesirable…who are bent on profits and 
nothing else, I think misses the mark and 
it is unfair not only to these people who 
are moving into these neighbourhoods 
who just have a general disagreement 
with yourself  and also members of  this 
Council who are also doing what we 
think is best for the Town.”

Councillor Thom also took aim at 
the argument that new builds would 
limit purchasing opportunities for many 
middle-income families. 

“I keep hearing the term from a lot 
of  the people coming to the podium that 
the neighbourhood is ‘affordable’ and 
you mentioned that affordable is around 
$800,000,” Councillor Thom continued. 

“That doesn’t really fit with what the 
Region would call an affordable house, 
number one, but I think any reasonable 
definition, $800,000 is more affordable 
than $2.5 million, but I would disagree 
with saying $800,000 is affordable for a 
middle income family.

“Truthfully, I think it is a bit of  a 
distraction to focus on property values 
and the level of  our values to keep them 
low and keeping them affordable as a 
reason to looking at Monster Homes. I 
just don’t think they are affordable now, 
so it doesn’t make any sense to me to look 
at that as a driving factor on whether 
or not we look at changing the zoning 
to stop these massive homes coming in. 
I think there are a lot of  good reasons 
to look at the zoning, I just don’t think 
affordability is one of  them.”

Affordablilty “distraction” in stable 
neighbourhoods talks: Thom
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 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

strong leadership.
That, she said, was not on offer in the 

Liberal Party.
“My attempts to raise my concerns 

with this government were met with 
silence,” said Ms. Alleslev. “The 
Government must be challenged 
openly, and for me to publicly criticize 
the government as a Liberal would 
undermine the government according 
to my code of  conduct, [and would] 
be dishonourable. After careful and 
deliberate consideration, I announce 
today that I am withdrawing from the 
Government benches to take my seat 
among my Conservative colleagues 
under the strong leadership of  Andrew 
Scheer.”

Speaking to The Auroran, Ms. 
Alleslev says that her primary focus 
is to represent constituents. During 
the course of  the last Federal election 
campaign, Ms. Alleslev says she 
campaigned on structural changes 
around tax reform, employment reform, 
foreign policy, and defence. Her work in 
the House of  Commons has included 
time as Parliamentary Secretary for 
Procurement with a defence on Defence 
Procurement, and chairing Canada’s 
delegation to the NATO Parliamentary 
Association, working on the Defence 
Committee.

“I have been working for three years 
inside the tent on all of  those things to 
try and make sure that we honour the 
commitments we made in the campaign 
and to bring about some of  the really 
structural and significant changes this 
country needs,” says Ms. Alleslev.

There was no one thing that made 
her think that her advice wasn’t being 
heeded, she adds. Rather, her decision 
was a cumulative decision based on a 
number of  factors.

“It just builds over time to really you 
hit a tipping point,” says Ms. Alleslev. 
“It was a combination of  the things 
going on in Canada, and we have 

From page 1

From page 5

talked before on the unprecedented 
global instability and the significant 
changes going on around the world. 
What really happened was all these 
cumulative things I felt really needed to 
be addressed. At the same time, as the 
world [changes] almost rapidly around 
us, that came to a point where we don’t 
have the luxury of  time. I needed to 
exercise a sense of  urgency.

“Ever since I joined the military and 
I swore my oath to serve and defend 
the country, I actually ask myself  every 
day if  I am doing everything I can. 
More recently, I was really thinking, 
I may only have a year left before the 
next election, so I need to know if  I can 
look my constituents in the face and 
look at myself  in the mirror and know 
that while I was here, with that sacred 
obligation to represent them, did I do 
absolutely everything in my power to 
make the changes I committed to them, 
and that we believe are necessary for 
Canada at this point in time.”

As a Member of  Parliament, Ms. 
Alleslev says she is the same person 
today that she was during the election 
campaign. It is her name on the ballot, 
she says, and she hopes voters look at 
the individuals to determine who is 
best to represent them in Ottawa. 

“If  that is not the case, then what is 
the role of  a Member of  Parliament, 
if  not for an individual going there 
to represent constituents and do the 
job they are paid to do? The question 
is, what is their role as Member of  
Parliament.”

In joining the Conservative caucus, 
Ms. Alleslev forewent the option of   
sitting as an independent for the 
remainder of  her current term in 
office. Joining the Official Opposition 
was a decision she says was based 
on “certain specific foundational 
changes that we believe are necessary 
for the country” including tax 
reform, employment reform, federal 
infrastructure, comprehensive foreign 
policy and defence.

Constituents said these are 
important issues to them, she says, 
and she feels the same way.

“I am excited to be part of  a team 
under a leader that also prioritizes 
those things,” she says. “I had quite a 
significant conversation with him (Mr. 
Scheer) before I made this decision just 
to ensure that he really was focused 
on those priorities and I really would 
have the opportunity to represent my 
constituents in that way.”

As for the issue of  timing, Ms. 

Alleslev said she hit that tipping point 
“in the last couple of  months” and 
she thought in her final year, “what 
can I do differently in the next year to 
make more of  an impact.”

It was a “difficult decision” to 
change political parties by literally 
crossing the floor, and “it is definitely 
a test of  your nerve to stand in the 
House of  Commons and make your 
kind of  speech,” she says, but it is the 
only way she says it could have been 
done.

“I believe in the structure of  
government, I believe in the institution 
of  government, and I believe in the role 
of  government almost independent of  
political party,” she says. “We live in 
a time where Canadians are actually 
losing confidence in the structure of  
government, not just the people, but 
the actual structure of  government, 
to do the greatest good for the 
greatest number of  Canadians, and 
do what is in the public interest. The 
role of  an opposition is to publicly 
challenge the Government and hold 
them to account. The role of  the 
Government is to govern. To tear 
down a government by criticizing 
them publicly from within would 
undermine the Government and 
would cause citizens to lose confidence 
in the institution, in democracy, in the 
structure of  our government. That 
would be wrong.

“We have an incredible structure, so 
you honour that structure. When you 
come to a point, for me, as a Member 
of  Parliament, where you need to 
have a public conversation around 
the future direction of  the country 
and against the government, then you 
need to do that from an opposition 
perspective, not from within the 
government.”

When asked, however, whether this 
cycle would begin again should she be 
re-elected as a Conservative MP next 
year as a member of  a Conservative 
government and their priorities 
diverge, she replied, “That is why I 
decided to join a leader and a team 
only after comprehensive conversation 
to ensure that we are aligned on the 
policies and the priorities of  where we 
thought the country needed to go.”

HAVE YOUR SAY – Do you agree 
with Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill MP Leona Alleslev’s decision to 
cross the floor from the Liberals to 
Conservatives? Send your thoughts to 
letters@auroran.com. 

“I needed to exercise a sense of urgency”

easy.
I ask you, the citizens of  Aurora - Oak 

Ridges - Richmond Hill, to continue to 
hold me to account as I serve you and 
work as part of  a new team focused on 
the fundamental challenges facing our 
riding and our nation. 

And to all Canadians across this 
country – I say:

Challenge your Member of  
Parliament. Demand that they work 
for you to strengthen our country’s 
foundations, foreign policy and global 
security. Do not accept the status quo.  

This is a time in our nation’s history 
where we must act with urgency. We 
must all have the courage to do what is 
right not what is easy. 

Our country is at stake. 

MP’s Report
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CROSSWORD

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Guided Bird Walk for All Ages - Come to the Aurora 

Community Arboretum on Saturday, September 
22nd, 8:00 a.m. for a stroll in the Arboretum. 
Observe and learn about local and migrating birds. 
Meet at the Gazebo (Sports Dome/Leisure Centre 
- 115 Industrial Parkway North).  Please bring your 
binoculars if  you have them. To pre-register, go 
to membersandvolunteers@auroraarboretum.ca.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Volunteer Information Open House – Come 

and find out about volunteering with hospice. Doane 
House Hospice and the Margaret Bahen Hospice 
are hosting a Volunteer Information Open House 
on Tuesday September 25, 2018, 3:00 pm to 7:00 
pm at Doane House Hospice, 17100 Yonge Street, 
Newmarket.   Hospice supports people with life 
threatening illnesses from time of  diagnosis to end of  
life.  Please note, parking is available within walking 
distance at the York Regional Parking lot on Eagle 
Street.  For further information contact volunteers@
myhospice.ca or 905-967-0259.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
AHS Speaker Series: Amy Barron: Scugog’s First 

Nations: A Living History. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House. 
“Scugog’s First Nations: A Living History” was an 
exhibit created by the Scugog Shores Museums in 
partnership with the Mississaugas of  Scugog Island First 
Nations. It explores the history of  indigenous peoples 
around Lake Scugog from earliest archaeological times 
to the present inhabitants of  Scugog Island. Join Dr. 
Amy Barron as she discusses the process of  designing 
this exhibit, partnering with the Mississaugas, and 
the history of  first peoples in the area. $5 for Aurora 
Historical Society members. $7 for non-members. For 
more information or to reserve your seat call (905) 727-
8991 or community@aurorahs.com.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3
Money Talk$ -- This free, informal monthly 

education/conversation group shares unbiased 
knowledge about the investment environment and 
about financial planning. This month’s theme: 
Investment Plans/Investment Environment: Sharing 
Our Collective Experience. Presentation followed 
by group conversation. No financial products or 
services will be offered or sold, directly or indirectly. 
People employed in the financial services industry are 
welcome to attend and contribute, but not to engage 
in the promotion of  any products, companies or 
services. Presented by the Aurora Public Library. For 
more information, contact the Adult Information Desk 
at 905-727-9494 x275. 7 p.m. at the Aurora Public 
Library.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

OCTOBER 21 – 22
The York Symphony Orchestra presents 

Hallowe’en At the Symphony – a performance of  
classic Hallowe’en Favourites with guest artist Yu Kai 
Sun on the violin. Saturday, October 20 at 8 p.m. at 
Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora. Sunday, October 

21 at 3 p.m. at the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts. For more information, including 
tickets, call 416-410-0860.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24
AHS Speaker Series: Bob Dengler and Steven 

Dengler: The C150 Global Odyssey: Around the 
World by Helicopter. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House. Join 
us at Hillary House as our speakers Bob and Steven 
Dengler discuss “The C150 Global Odyssey Around 
the World By Helicopter”. Departing on July 1 of  
2017 to celebrate Canada 150 — 150th anniversary 
of  Canadian confederation — the Canadian 
circumnavigators flew a Canadian-made Bell 429 
helicopter around the world, visiting every Canadian 
province and territory, as well as some landmarks 
celebrating remarkable achievements and events 
from Canada’s rich history. 15372 Yonge Street. $5 
for Aurora Historical Society members. $7 for non-
members. For more information or to reserve your seat 
call (905) 727-8991 or community@aurorahs.com.

* * * * 
Garden Aurora! – “Trees & Shrubs for Today’s 

Smaller Gardens”, a presentation by Darren 
Heimbecker. Meeting of  the Aurora Garden Club is 
held at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial 
Parkway North at 8 p.m. Join us for refreshments 
and the opportunity to become a member. Further 
information at www.gardenaurora.com or by calling 
905-713-6660.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28
PARTAGEZ LE FRANCAIS – A free French 

language conversation group will take place this 
afternoon at Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge 
Street, from 3 – 4.30 p.m. This free group welcomes 
adults (from francophone to beginners) looking to put 
their French-language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. For more information, visit bit.ly/partagez-fr. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
GranAurora, an initiative of  the Stephen Lewis 

Foundation in support of  African Grandmothers, 
presents An Evening with Astronaut Dr. Dave 
Williams, tonight at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 
Church Street. Doors open at 6.45 p.m., the event 
begins at 7.30 p.m. Dr. Williams will present his book 
Defying Limits: Lessons from the Edge of  the Universe. 
Light refreshments will be served. Books available for 
purchase courtesy of  Blue Heron Books. Tickets are 
$20 and available for purchase by email or phone: 
905-727-9235, 905-751-1217, or granaurora4114@
gmail.com. All proceeds support the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
Chefs from across the region will participate in the 

9th annual “Empty Bowls” fundraiser at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.  Proceeds from the day will be 
donated to Welcoming Arms, Aurora and Inn From 
The Cold, Newmarket. Patrons can enjoy gourmet 
soups and breads prepared by local chefs, served in 
some of  the 500 hand made soup bowls created by 
members of  Pine Tree Potters’ Guild. After the meal, 
patrons will take home their chosen bowl. Early lunch 
11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $50. Late lunch 1.30 – 3 p.m. $50.

* * * * 
AHS Speaker Series: Bill Fleury and Fiona 

Smith:  Aurora Diaspora? How J. Fleury’s Sons (and 
Daughters) Took Aurora to the World at Hillary 
House from 7 – 9 p.m. Exploring the theme, “Aurora 
and the World”, how did late 19th century Aurora, a 
town of  barely 2,000 people, make a name for itself  
in the world? Bill Fleury and Fiona Smith will address 
this question from two perspectives that shed light on 
Aurora’s manufacturing history and on the history of  
women born in the Town. 15372 Yonge Street. $5 
for Aurora Historical Society members. $7 for non-
members. For more information or to reserve your 
seat call (905) 727-8991 or community@aurorahs.
com.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

HOME HEALTH CARE

HEATING /AIR CONDITIONING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION • PROCESS COOLING • AMMONIA

151 Applewood Cres., Unit 17
Concord, Ontario
L4K 4E3

Tel: 416-410-3450
thermalconcepts@rogers.com

ThermalConcepts.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

SPA

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

DECORATING/STAGING

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

Exceptional Interior Decoration and Staging 
Services Tailored For You

Lisa Cleary 
Certifi ed Interior Decorator

HamnettInteriors.ca
289 338 4696 ⎜LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

18 years of the best care for seniors 

Please contact Brian Porter, Director, Living
Assistance Services (LAS), for advice and care 
at home at: office 416.483.0070
cell 905.758.2486 or b.porter@laservices.ca

                                         : Helen Huang                                   
           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Barber or Stylist wanted 
for full time position 
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Immediate Openings Caledon , 
Bolton, Barrie

• Certified Forklift, Reach, Walkie 
Operators

• Senior Buyer (Steel exp. req’d) 
$70K

• Licensed Millwright, Fitter /  
Welder

• Skilled Factory Labour, Days and 
Afternoons, up to $17.50 / hr

• Exclusive Resort, large variety of 
positions (indoor and out)

• Warehouse Coordinator, ERP, 
Inventory, Kitting......... Day shift, 
Salary TBD

• Construction Yard workers,  Heavy 
Outside work....... $18.00 / hr.

• AZ, DZ, and G Class Drivers
• Administrator, Etobicoke, CSR and 
Accounting exp. req’d

• General Labour positions..... 
$15.00 to 18.00 / hr

• Dispatcher, exp with Snow 
Plows,Vac Trucks,  and Sweepers 
       Lots more jobs available….. 

Email resumes today
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

WILLING TO 
E D U C A T E : 
Highly motivated 
individual for 
rewarding career 
in financial 
services.  Call 
Amanda at 
416.873.9998

LOST
CAR KEYS

full set. Between 
Mccowan and 
Aurora Rd. On 

the road. Contact 
Graham  

416-684-1245

SPEAKEASY
Jane Taylor & Reccia Mandelcorn

Millions of  Canadians engage 
in thousands of  free activities and 
performances hosted in communities 
across Canada as part of  the national 
Culture Days celebrations. From 
Nunavut to New Brunswick, and from 
British Columbia to Baffin Island – and 
all points in between – Canadians share 
the inspiration, artistry, creativity and 
expression that reflect the mosaic of  our 
diverse cultures.

Aurora is no stranger to innovative 
and participatory experiences, and 
this month’s Speakeasy featured some 
of  the wonderful artists who will be 
bringing the best of  culture to our 
Town. “OnBeat” is the theme of  
Culture Days 2018 and participating 
organizations were encouraged to run 
with the tagline.

Aurora Public Library will be 
definitely be “OnBeat” with an 
afternoon of  free participatory 
experiences in art, writing, dance and 
music – including a performance by 
a quartet of  musicians from the York 
Chamber Ensemble.

Barbara Dickson, Marketing Director 
and cellist, stopped by The Speakeasy 
to give us a preview of  the concert 
they are performing at the Library on 
Culture Days. Entitled “Classical Beats: 
from Baroque to the Contemporary”, 
this concert will have young and old 
experiencing the passion and rhythm 
of  cultural music. The concert will be 
enjoyed in the main living room, and 
we anticipate amazing acoustics in 

APL’s open and soaring facility. It’s also 
a great way to introduce children to a 
lifelong relationship with classical music 
without worrying about attention span 
or wiggling bodies. The concert opens 
the Library’s festivities at 1.30 p.m. – 
just drop in.

We placed a call to Phil Shaw, owner 
of  Shaw Percussion in Georgina. 
There’s something about the beat of  
a drum that speaks to the soul, stirring 
our ancient memories as our feet begin 
to tap and our bodies begin to sway.

The Aurora Cultural Centre invites 
you to The Global Beats Petting 
Zoo where you will discover how to 
create joyful percussion with a variety 
of  rhythm instruments. From the 
djembe drum to the washboard, daf  to 
marimba, participants of  all ages will 
enjoy a collective musical experience 
through the opportunity to try out a 
huge variety of  percussion instruments. 
The Global Beats Petting Zoo runs from 
1 – 4 p.m. with special djembe group 
instruction at 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. for all 
to enjoy. Bring your own, or use one of  
the drums on hand!

The Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair will be hosting their ever-
popular annual Soup Fest that will be 

“on beat” to the music of  the fabulous 
sounds of  Juno-nominee Glenn Marais. 
Be sure to get to the Market early (Soup 
Fest starts at 9.30 a.m.) as the tastings 
don’t last for too long. 

And the Aurora Historical Society 
takes three beats to the tune with free 
tours of  Hilary House, walking tours of  
historic Aurora – ending up at on the 
lawn of  the Aurora Cultural Centre 
with fun old-time games & crafts.

While we could only whet your 
appetites with some of  the highlights of  
the day, we encourage everyone to plan 
their Culture Days itinerary by checking 
the national site at culturadays.ca. 

Culture Days is a collaborative 
movement that welcomes your 
participation. Look for your Culture 
Days passport in The Auroran, visit any 
of  the participating venues to have your 
passport stamped and be eligible to win 
great prizes.

Fall is a time of  art openings, 
workshops, programs and events in 
Aurora where culture lives 365 days 
a year. Full listings for Aurora Public 
Library can be found at aurorapl.ca 
and for the Aurora Cultural Centre at 
auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

Jane Taylor is Communications and 
Events Manager at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre and Reccia Mandelcorn is Manager 
of  Community Collaboration at Aurora 
Public Library. They co-host The Speakeasy 
on the first Wednesday of  each month on 
102.7 CHOP-FM.

Tree planting planned 
to mark Arboretum 

funding win
It was recently announced the Aurora 

Community Arboretum is one of  36 
national winners of  funding to purchase 
trees for the Arboretum.

The funding, made available through 
Home Hardware and administered 
by Tree Canada, is awarded yearly to 
individuals and community groups 
in pursuit of  a greener, healthier 
environment.

This year, Aurora Home Hardware 
applied for and won funding to help the 
Aurora Arboretum purchase trees.

“We are proud to be a part of  such an 
important partnership between Home 
Hardware stores and Tree Canada,” 
said John Barfitt of  Aurora Home 
Hardware. “This partnership has been 
helping communities across Canada for 
more then 25 years.” To date, Home 
Hardware has planted more then 24,000 
trees worth over 1.2 million dollars.”

“It is a real honour for the Aurora 
Community Arboretum to be recognised 
by an organization like Tree Canada 
and very generous of  Home Hardware 
to provide funding,” added John Wilson 
of  the Arboretum. “This is a perfect 
example of  a win-win arrangement; 
residents of  Aurora and visitors to the 
Arboretum will be able to view and 
learn about native coniferous trees of  
Ontario.”

A tree planting ceremony to celebrate 
the Arboretum’s winning is scheduled 
for Friday, September 28 at 10 a.m.
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The Country Day School has been 
part of the fabric of King since 1972. 
While our facilities and population have 
grown exponentially since then, our 
faculty and staff continue to provide the 
same warm and nurturing atmosphere 
that has always defi ned CDS. It is within 
this wonderful sense of community that 
our students thrive and learn. Come 
see for yourself what we mean by an 
education with balance. 

CDS offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational 
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King. 
Join us for an upcoming Open House:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
10am-1pm

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25
7pm-9pm

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15
9am-11am

Or contact us today to book a personal tour at 
905-833-1972 or admissions@cds.on.ca

www.cds.on.ca

START 
YOUR 
JOURNEY
TODAY AT

CDS
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OUR VISION  

The Country Day School is committed to offering 
a superior educational experience that is 

sensitive to the needs of each student, enables 
learning and equips students for life.

770
STUDENTS ENROLLED 

IN GRADES JK-12

100
ACRE CAMPUS 

IN KING

17
AVERAGE 

CLASS SIZE

84
CDS GRADUATES IN THE 

CLASS OF 2018

99%
UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCE
FOR THE CLASS OF 2018

58
ATHLETIC TEAMS COMPETE 

ACROSS 20 SPORTS 

3
DRAMATIC PRODUCTIONS 

EACH YEAR 

40+
CLUBS AND 

EXTRACURRICULARS 

365
DAYS OF SUMMER IN 
THE SPORTS DOME

1500
ALUMNI 

WORLDWIDE 

CDS 
QUICK FACTS 
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