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Seven of accused Pennsylvania priests 
treated at Aurora facility in 1990s

By Brock Weir

An explosive Grand Jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in Pennsylvania 
dating back to 1947 released last week 
reveals that seven of  more than 300 
“predator priests” within the Catholic 
church received treatment at a facility 
formerly in Aurora.

The interim report into more than 
1,000 cases of  abuse published last 

Tuesday revealed that seven of  the 
accused – John P. Connor, John S. Hoehl, 
William P. O’Malley III, Benedict J. Van 
der Putten, Michael G. Barletta, Michael 
Robert Freeman, and Thomas C. Kelley, 
were sent for “rehabilitation” at the 
Southdown Institute, which used to be 
located on the south side of  St. John’s 
Sideroad between Leslie Street and 
Bayview Avenue. 

Now located in Holland Landing, 
after the Aurora site was razed five years 

ago to make way for the 2C housing 
development, Southdown was founded 
over 50 years ago with a mission to 
“provide preventative and restorative care 
to clergy and vowed religious using the 
integration of  psychological, physical and 
interpersonal practice with the wisdom 
of  the Catholic Spiritual Tradition.”

The Grand Jury Report, however, 
reveals that the local dioceses in 
Pennsylvania did not uniformly follow 

Continued on page 10

Hometown 
Hockey to make 
stop in Aurora in 
December

By Jake Courtepatte

Now in its fifth season, the puck finally 
drops in Aurora this year for Rogers 
Hometown Hockey.

The broadcasting giant will make its 
stop on December 8 – 9, one of  twenty-
five communities across Canada to host the 
massive two-day festival.

“We are absolutely thrilled to be hosting 
Rogers Hometown Hockey right here 

1 Vata Court, Aurora 
905.713.2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

More 
than a 
pool 
store!

A ROMANTIC INTERLUDE – Gareth and Julia shared a romantic moment on  
Saturday morning touring the renowned garden at Merlin’s Hollow as part of Doors Open 
Aurora 2018. For more on the day-long celebration of built and cultural heritage, please 
see Pages 20 and 21.                     Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

A SUPER KICK-OFF – Wonder Woman greeted young fans Jacob, left, and Iron Man (Dante) at last Thursday’s screening of Wonder 
Woman at Ada Johnson Park, which kicked off the 2018 Movies in the Park Series. This Thursday, August 23, Movies in the Park continues at 
Town Park with “The Incredibles” and next Thursday, August 30, at Hickson Park (155 Conover Avenue) with Disney’s “Coco”. Festivities begin 
at 7.30 p.m. each evening with the movie starting at dusk. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

DIR: 905.717.0203   izzipopat@rogers.com  www.IzziPopat.com
Celebrating31Years

LAKESIDE LIVING ON LAKE SIMCOE - 1/3 OF AN ACRE

IZZI POPAT SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CUSTOM BUILT
4 bedroom 
bungaloft

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How

Limited quantities & styles  Floor model 
VANITIES
priced to 

sell!!!
See in store 

for great savings!!!

Only available 
at Aurora Home Hardware!

HURRY IN 
FOR BEST SELECTION!

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1N3
905.726.4063 ⎜www.oakridgeoutfi tters.ca

NEW COLOURS
to wear now-

And straight 
through the Fall

Summer sale still running!
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Ribfest is not just about the 
ribs – it’s about the experience: 
organizers

By Brock Weir

Escape rooms, ax throwing, and 
trying your…er, hand at riding a 
mechanical bull are not typically 
things you would associate with the 
sizzle of  barbecued ribs, but 2018’s 
Aurora Ribfest has other ideas.

For organizers, this year’s event, 
which runs this Friday, August 24 
through Sunday, August 26, is all 
about having a full experience.

Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora, 
has only tried riding a mechanical 
bull once before. While she says she 
doesn’t think that one “disastrous” 
experience qualifies her for giving 
any pro-tips, she says heading out to 
Machell Park this weekend will tick 
boxes on the lists of  the most finicky 
of  patrons.

“People always say life is getting 
busier and evolving,” she says. “So 
are the expectations of  our attendees. 
There is a full roster of  activities out 

there, and regardless of  where you 
live, there are so many exciting things 
to see and do. The more I feel we’re 
able to offer people that provides 
something new and different, the 
more we’re going to catch their eye.”

Ribfest first featured the Escape 
Room concept last year. While this 
inaugural Escape Room was done 
in-house by the Town, a move which 
Ms. Ware says was “a big success,” 
coming on board this year to kick the 
experience up a notch is Labyrinth 
Escape Rooms, a local business that 
has been operating out of  a location 
on Edward Street for the past two 
years.

Ribfest patrons will have the 
chance to see if  they have what it 
takes to escape, and wield the ax, 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, but 
you have to act fast if  you want to 
saddle up the mechanical bull. This 
feature will only be available on 
Friday between 5.30 and 9.30 p.m.

But, at the end of  the day, Ribfest 

S A T U R D AY
AURORA TOWN PARK
49 Wells Street

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 8

MULTICULTURALAURORA’S

FESTIVAL
2018

FR E E  ADM I S S I O N

Celebrating Aurora’s
cultural heritage and diversity.

Showcasing a variety of cultures from around the world.

Games • Crafts • Activities • Henna body art
LIVE CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

Explore tasty international cuisine (nominal fee applies) • Food demonstrations and samples

aurora.ca/multiculturalfestival • #AuroraMulticulturalFestival • 905-726-4762
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company
and certain of its affiliates.

By Brock Weir

A 23-year-old Aurora man is facing 
sexual assault charges after an attack 
on a 47-year-old local woman was 
caught on camera.

York Regional Police is sending 
out thanks to the community for 
its “overwhelming assistance and 
support” in identifying the subject 
after video of  the attack, edited to 
protect the identity of  the victim, 
swept news websites and social media. 

“On Saturday, August 11, York 
Regional Police responded to an 
address on Stone Road for a report 
of  a sexual assault,” said Constable 
Laura Nicolle of  the YRP. “Officers 

learned that at approximately 3.30 
p.m., a 47-year-old woman was 
outside mowing her front lawn when 
suddenly a male suspect ran up behind 
her, lowered his shorts, and grabbed 
her, pulling her towards him. The 
victim then turned and confronted 
the suspect. The suspect fled on foot.

“Investigators released images and 
video of  the suspect and appealed 
to the community for assistance in 
identifying the suspect. In a short 
time span, investigators received 
several phone call tips, emails, social 
media messages, and Crime Stoppers 
tips, which quickly led to officers 
successfully identifying the subject.” 
The accused was arrested on 
Thursday, August 16, at 6.45 p.m. 
and was charged with one count of  

Community assistance leads to arrest in  
Stone Road sexual assault 

Sexual Assault and appeared before 
the Ontario Court of  Justice in 
Newmarket last week.

“Due to circumstances associated 
with the accused, his identity is not 
being released,” said Constable 
Nicolle.

“We are grateful for the strong 
partnership York Regional Police 
enjoys with our community,” added 
York Regional Police Chief  Eric 
Jolliffe in a statement. “This fast 

response assisted us in bringing 
this investigation to a successful 
conclusion and shows that our citizens 
are equally committed to a safe and 
secure community.”

Anyone with information on this 
case is asked to contact the York 
Regional Police Sexual Assault 
Section at 1-866-876-5423 x7071, by 
calling Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
TIPS, or by leaving an anonymous tip 
online via www.1800222TIPS.com.
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca • 905-727-3123, ext. 4224

SEEKING BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE AURORA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
The Aurora Town Council invites residents or individuals working in Aurora to apply to participate as a board 
member of the Aurora Economic Development Corporation (“AEDC”).

The AEDC will develop for Council, a dynamic economic development strategy for our community and provide 
ongoing advice to ensure those goals are achieved.

We are looking for individuals that are eager to lead and provide a fresh perspective and vision to shape the 
economic direction of the Town for future generations. Candidates will ideally have business experience and 
reflect the cultural and demographic diversity of our community. Experience in the Hospitality, Arts and Culture, 
Educational, Health Care or Governmental areas would be helpful but not required. 

To apply for this exciting opportunity, please complete the required application form accompanied with an 
updated resume prior to August 31, 2018. 

For more information, please visit aurora.ca/AEDC to review the related Terms of Reference and the required 
Application Form.

About the Aurora Economic Development Corporation

The Aurora Economic Development Corporation provides strategic leadership and coordination of community 
economic development in Aurora. The AEDC works with partners to strengthen and diversify existing business, 
attract new business and investment, and coordinate strategic economic development initiatives within the 
community.

Do you experience lower back pain, 
pain in the buttocks or leg that is 
worse when sitting, hip pain, burning 
or tingling down the leg, weakness, 
numbness, or difficulty moving the leg 
or foot, a constant pain on one side of  
the buttocks and/or a shooting pain 
that makes it difficult to stand up? 
You may be suffering with a condition 
known as sciatica.

 Sciatica is defined as compression of  
a spinal nerve root in the lower back, 
often owing to degeneration of  an 
intervertebral disc. 

 Sciatica most commonly occurs 
when a herniated disc, bone spur on the 
spine or narrowing of  the spine (spinal 
stenosis) compresses part of  the nerve. 
This causes inflammation, pain and often 
some numbness in the affected leg.

You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you find the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the 
doctor may refer you to a specialist who 
may tell you that surgery is needed or is 
an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  
It is important to know that although 
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is 
considered a last resort in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate the 
body’s natural healing processes. The 
innovative Multiwave Locked System 
(MLS) Laser produces a safe, efficient 
and simultaneous effect on pain, 
inflammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional 
LLLT (Low power) and concerns of  HP 
(High power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS 
laser therapy appears to be uniquely 
capable of  decreasing the inflammation 
around the spinal cord and shows 
great promise in the battle against the 
devastating sequelae of  this condition.

 
What does this mean for you?

Many of  our patients have reported 
a 90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased sensation and 
vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call (905) 
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation 
and examination at King West Wellness 
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond 
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For 
Sciatica

Advertorial

Ribfest fires up this Friday

Blue Rodeo to headline 
2018 Magna Hoedown

By Brock Weir

Iconic Canadian country band Blue 
Rodeo will headline the 2018 Magna 
Hoedown.

The eagerly-anticipated 
announcement for the Saturday, 
September 15 headliner was made 
Monday.

A returning favourite, Blue Rodeo’s 
Saturday night concert joins the roster 
alongside previously announced 
guests The Road Hammers, who 
will be headlining the Friday night 
event, and Saturday’s lineup which 
includes a performance from the 
Hoedown Showdown winner, who will 
be crowned on Friday ahead of  The 
Road Hammers, followed by Beverley 
Mahood and Gord Bamford, who 
opens for Blue Rodeo.

Blue Rodeo, which is headlined by 
Jim Cuddy and Greg Keelor, came 
together in 1984 and have been wowing 
crowds ever since. They dropped their 
first studio album, Outskirts, in 1987, 
and their latest, 1000 Arms, was 
released in 2016. 

“This record has a lot more energy, 
a bit more up-tempo,” said Keelor of  
1000 Arms. “Jim and I are singing a lot 
together and it turned out really great. 

Since its inception, Blue Rodeo has 

prided itself  on forging its own path. 
There were times of  doubt, according 
to members, but “the band stayed true 
to itself  and success quickly followed.”

“Greg and I have this strange 
symbiosis which sometimes is 
contrasting and sometimes it is 
marrying,” said Cuddy. “We write in 
isolation. We don’t know what the other 
one is writing, but it seemed like we 
came up with a much more energetic 
record this time than we have for some 
time.”

Over the last 30 years, and numerous 
studio albums, Blue Rodeo has become 
one of  Canada’s most well-known 
country-rock acts, selling over four 
million records and winning several 
Juno awards along the way. They are 
members of  the Canadian Music 
Hall of  Fame, have received a star 
on Canada’s Walk of  Fame, and have 
been honoured with the Governor 
General’s Performing Arts Award for 
their contributions to Canadian music.

They sold out the Magna Hoedown 
when they last appeared in 2013 to 
mark the 25th anniversary of  what 
has become York Region’s biggest 
fundraiser, and they’re aiming to do 
the same in this, the Hoedown’s 30th.

Tickets for both the September 14 
and September 15 evenings are on sale 
now at www.hoedown.ca. 

Blue Rodeo will headline the 2018 Magna Hoedown. 
Supplied photo

is “all about the ribs, bibs and sauce.”
This year’s event welcomes 

“ribbers” from as close to home 
as Fort Erie with Bone Daddy’s to, 
new this year, Sticky Fingers from 
Castleberry, Alabama, who will be 
whipping up their own unique spins 
on pork ribs, pulled pork, chicken, 
and more, vying for a trophy in the 
“Best of ” showdown that will take 
place on Sunday morning. 

In between the first flicker of  
flame on the grill to the last spot 
of  sauce sopped up, there will be a 
wide-array of  entertainment hitting 
the stage. 

The Stacey Renee band kicks 
things off  on Friday night, warming 
up the crowd for headliner Triumph’s 
Rik Emmett and RESolution 9.

Saturday’s festivities opens with 
a performance by Lou Moore 

& Friends, followed by the 2018 
Hoedown Showdown semi-finals, 
which will see the Top 20 contestants 
vying to be Canada’s next country 
star sing out to secure a spot in the 
Top 10 Finals, which will go down 
next month at the Magna Hoedown. 

The Top 20 will compete between 
1.15 and 5.15, and the proceedings 
will be emceed by Beverley Mahood.

“This is a really cool opportunity 
to see some brand-new talent and see 
them give it all they got to make it 
through this round,” says Ms. Ware.

Following the Semi-Finals, the 
stage is handed to Wendy Laurier 
and the Renaissance Band, which is 
a local favourite in Simcoe County.

They will be followed by Platinum 
Blonde, Saturday’s headliner, while 
the music continues Sunday with 
The Good Brothers and Rose Cora 
Perry & The Truth Untold.
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

At the risk of  sounding like one 
of  those typical, “get off  my lawn”-
type people who think that everything 
was rosier in their formative years 
in comparison to today’s supposed 
slippery slope into rack and ruin, I 
sometimes worry about this up and 
coming generation.

There, I said it.
It’s not so much that I think my 

childhood heyday of  the late 80s and 
the 1990s was anything special or 
out of  the ordinary to reminisce over. 
Certainly not.  I haven’t fully jumped 
on board, for instance, with the current 
nostalgia bandwagon that has seen 
such television shows like Will & Grace, 
Full House, and the ill-fated Roseanne 
revived for a new generation. (Although, 
in the interests of  full disclosure, I am 
more than just a little bit excited for 
the Murphy Brown reboot, as I think it 
will be particularly relevant in today’s 
political climate).

Nor am I inclined to revisit my ill-
advised days of  sporting a rat tail, or of  
moving through the halls of  my office 
wearing Hypercolor everything, as I did 
through elementary school, thinking I 
was too cool for….well, school. 

It’s the simpler pleasures today’s 
generation is missing. Think of  the 
unique and singular sensation of  
slamming down the phone receiver 
back onto its cradle. If  you still have a 
land line in your house, they might still 
have a chance. But, if  your phone is one 
of  those newfangled portable devices, 
we’ve got a problem.

In my experience, the strength in 
which one used to slam the receiver 
back down on its cradle was in direct 
correlation to whatever nonsense you 
heard coming out of  the business end 
of  things.

If  you were listening for a few minutes 
to a telemarketer telling you that “you 
may have already won,” a rather half-
hearted slam might follow. If  it was a 
family squabble, a couples’ quarrel, or 
something that could actually impact 
your life in a tangible way, chances are 
the slam might be firmer and more 
decisive.

And, if  you slammed the phone down 
hard enough, you could hear the bells 
tinkle ever so slightly from inside the 
works. Depending on the conversation 
you just had, sometimes those faint 
peals were a balm for the soul.

Sometimes slamming it down wasn’t 
enough. If  you really wanted a breather 
from someone, you could simply place 

the receiver down beside the phone for 
as long as you wished, and peace would 
reign until you got over it and put the 
receiver back where it belongs. 

The beauty of  the system was that it 
was impermanent and carried with it 
minimal damage.

By the time you cooled off, you could 
replace the receiver, thus opening back 
up the conduits of  communication.

Nowadays, all this can be done 
with the wave of  a finger, whether 
you’re lightly touching the End Call 
button on your phone, or doing away 
with a conversation – or potential 
conversations – on social media 
platforms like Facebook with a simple 
click or tap.

From standing on what some might 
consider just a little bit in from the 
sidelines, this appears to be happening 
with increasing – and alarming – 
frequency.

The maddening part of  it is that it 
can be done so swiftly, barely allowing 
any time for any party involved in a 
verbal disagreement to pinpoint exactly 
where things went off  the proverbial 
rails.

You can’t figure out exactly what you 
said that set someone off, thus leaving 
room for all around ignorance and, 
perhaps worse, not being able to take 
some pride in yourself  for sticking to 
your guns on an issue – whatever the 
issue happens to be.

In our fraught political climate – 
and, in this case, I am not just talking 
about endless debates on the whys and 
wherefores of  what is going down in 
our neighbours to the south; we have, 
after all, just put a provincial election 
to bed, a municipal election is just 
warming up, and there is speculation 
of  a snap Federal election this fall 
– these situations are becoming a 
regular part of  day to day life.

Personally, I don’t see the value of  
it.

People have come up to me 
complaining about being blocked by 

one person or another, that their views 
are not being allowed to stand in the 
social media forum of  their choice, 
that splinter groups have been formed 
because they were either blocked by 
a politically-minded administrator or 
disagreed with the direction he or she 
was taking a group.

In very few of  these cases do I ever 
get an indication that there has been 
dialogue between the parties in question 
on just why things have shaken down 
the way they have.

But, the beat goes on. 
I’m not immune to this. Over the 

course of  my time on social media – 
and, admittedly, I was a holdout for 
quite some time – I think, and I could 
be wrong, that I have only been blocked 
by four people on social media. In two 
of  the four cases, the reason for blocking 
were clear, if  not unlikely – in the first 
case, I disagreed with someone over a 
news story about Faye Dunaway and, in 
the second, I questioned the sincerity of  
Roseanne Barr’s tearful apology after 
her most recent show was cancelled 
following a string of  racist tweets.

The other two cases, I have no idea. 
Both were political aspirants who 
gave me no indication of  any kind of  
disagreement. Thus, all of  us were 
deprived of  a learning opportunity.

I’ve always been perplexed by people 
who use social media in the mistaken 
belief  that it is an echo chamber, hoping 
that whatever they put out there will be 
greeted with nothing short of  universal 
agreement.

Putting something into the public 
domain in any way is an invitation for 
dialogue and this, in my view, is always 
a positive. You might disagree, but 
ongoing conversation can often foster 
a new perspective. Of  course, swaying 
someone by the sheer persuasiveness of  
your argument is becoming an equally 
rare animal these days, but it never 
hurts to try.

What hurts is shutting these ideas 
out and dismissing any chance of  an 
intellectual or philosophical dialogue. 
Have we, as a people, reached a turning 
point where that is no longer desired 
or even possible? I hope not. As the 
municipal election heats up and the 
gears begin grinding on whatever is on 
the Federal horizon, this is only going 
to become more problematic with each 
passing week.

If  only opening up the lines of  
communication was still as simple as 
putting the phone back on the hook. 
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Reader “outraged” by 
Canada Summer Job 
program rules
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enough but we need a 
real debate
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Liberal ideological tyranny has now 
resulted in hundreds of  summer jobs 
being lost for students this year.

Many were with charities which 
wanted to hire students to help care for 
the elderly, provide assistance to refugees 
and the homeless.

How did the government undermine 
these initiatives? This year, the Federal 
government brought in new criteria 

(Re: Front Porch Perspective, August 2)

As a resident of  the town of  
Aurora, and I believe I speak for a lot 
of  my neighbours, I believe that it is 
important to vote for and elect a mayor 
that truly shares a vision that the 
majority of  citizens support.

We need to understand the  
incumbent candidates’ views and 
how they voted on key decisions that 
have been made (candidates who are 
currently on Council).  And to get new 
candidates’ point of  view to see who 
has the vision for the future that most 
of  us want, is important to know before 
we vote.

While the articles in this publication 
on the candidates have been very 
pleasant, and you are quoting the 
candidates websites which are all very 
pleasant as well, I have noticed that they 
all sound the same.

In this regard, it would be great for 
Aurora media to take charge and run 
a REAL debate that residents can 
attend so that we can truly understand 
where the candidates stand on the key 
points that have made it to council 
chambers and which will continue next 
term:  mitigating traffic congestion, 
thoughts on home density and height 
restrictions, more development 
vs more parks and greenspace, sporting 
fields, development on the Oak Ridges 
moraine, snow removal, public transit 
(GO, YRT and impact it has on us) etc.

While the Library and the Chamber 
of  Commerce puts on events where we 
hear very pleasant five minute speeches, 
they really end up sounding the 
same just like the articles we are reading 
in this publication.

Sport Aurora, who is supported 
financial by the Town, runs a debate 
of  sorts but they seem to me to be in a 
conflict of  interest with potential bias to 
the candidate they believe will continue 
their financial support.

Like the Toronto election, 
recent provincial elections and 
other municipalities, where an 
unbiased organization like a media outlet 
(TV station, newspaper publication) 
runs it, I think that Aurora is now 
big enough that we really need a true 
debate so that all Aurorans can make 
a better and more informed decision 
vs just voting for a name we might 
recognize without truly understanding 
where they stand.

Would The Auroran take up this 
request?

Maybe there could be 
opportunity where Aurorans can submit 
questions so that the paper can take up 
the top 5-10 issues and run this as a 
true debate where each candidate can 
answer to the issue and then candidates 
have then the opportunity to respond 
and actually debate on what the other 
candidates said, like in a true debate.

Michelle Boyer
Aurora
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Last Saturday, the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan Fair held a very 
successful Community Corn Roast 
where we raised $337 for the Aurora 
Food Pantry.

We’d like to thank our own Cathy of  
Catharina’s Kitchen for organizing it 
with much help from Diane (Mother 
B). This year we invited several of  our 
sponsors to be the guest bbqers and 
they included Brock and Diane from 
The Auroran, Sandra, Robin, Tracy 
and Deb from the Optimists, and 
Linda Stephens from Keller Williams 
Realty.

We enthusiastically thank them 
for participating and also thank our 
farmers for their generosity in donating 
the corn for the event—Coopers Farm, 
Willowtree Farm and Simpson Family 
Farm.

Although this coming Saturday is 
not a Special Event day, we will be 
having the Boogie Dance Company 
do a demonstration at the Market 
to show everyone what they are all 
about. I’d like to introduce you to the 
two dynamic ladies who began the 
company.

Boogie Dance Company was 
founded by Andrea Mercer and Lara 
Oulahen, a former professional dancer/
choreographer with the Raptors. The 
company is geared towards children 
and adults who want to learn to dance 
in a more relaxed, less traditional dance 
environment. The program is fresh, 
hip, fun, diverse and inclusive. Physical 
limitations or special needs dancers are 
equally welcome. While having fun, 

dancers will develop dance technique, 
confidence, creativity, teamwork skills 
and leadership qualities. They will 
make friends and find a creative outlet 
through dance and movement.

Lara heads up the teaching and 
choreography side of  Boogie Dance 
and is an energetic, fun-loving, 
creative and talented mom of  three. 
Her teaching style is fun, hip and 
inspiring. She teaches dancers to 
express themselves through music 
and movement while helping them to 
feel comfortable and build confidence 
within the Boogie community. She says 
that she gets as much out of  the classes 
as her students do.

Andrea is a fun-loving, busy mom of  
two little ones. She is the voice/writer 
behind the Modern Mommy Collective 
and founder of  the eco-conscious 
children’s site LittleSaturdayMarket.
com.

Andrea was looking for a more hip, 
yet relaxed dance environment for her 
children and herself. When nothing 
like that could be found, the option 
existed to create one.

Together with her friend, Lara, 
they decided it was time to finally 

bring their long-discussed plans to 
life. Eventually Andrea built a full 
disco in her basement to be an outlet 
for people in terms of  creativity and 
physical movement. She is passionate 
about ensuring her children find ways 
to be active, feel a sense of  community, 
work as part of  a team and socialize in 
positive ways with others, while having 
fun in their extracurricular activities. 
She is confident that Boogie Dance 
Co. will meet these important needs 
and she enjoys teaching with Lara and 
running the marketing and operations 
side of  the business.

Lara and Andrea are both passionate 
about bringing Boogie into the 
community and creating an inclusive, 
diverse and fun dance community for 
parents and children to consider as an 
extra-curricular activity. They were 
recently given the opportunity to work 
with schools. They are so grateful to 
supportive partners such as the Play 
Lounge and those who have already 
jumped on board to give them a launch 
pad. They are dedicated to inspiring 
people to keep dancing as part of  their 
overall fitness regime. Boogie Fit, for 
example, is a baby wearing, friendly 
class for moms with new babies to have 
fun while also getting in a workout.

Regular classes begin in the fall at 
the Play Lounge and a new adult class 
will start at Studio 5 in Aurora. To 
check out what their dance classes for 
children are like, be sure to come to the 
Farmers’ Market this Saturday when 
they’ll be doing a demo class.

See you at the Market!

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

A
Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

Michael White
Summer Intern

Aurora Museum & Archives

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is  
celebrating…

Dog Day
(August 26)

Dogs have been humankind’s best animal 
friend since time immemorial. More specifi-
cally, they are believed to have been domes-
ticated between 20,000 and 40,000 years 
ago. This good boy pictured here (992.27.1) 
is probably Sparky, the St. Bernard, pet of 
Lyle Sparks, who owned Aurora Dairy & Milk 
Bar, which used to be located at Yonge & 
Centre Street. His son, Wayne, is the infant 
being pulled along. Aurora Museum & Ar-
chives would like to wish a Happy Dog Day 
to all the good boys and girls in Aurora.

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Multiple Choice Platform

Corn Roast raises hundreds

Each week this paper has been 
highlighting the different folks vying for 
a seat on Council this fall.

For those who have yet to be profiled, 
Inside Aurora is pleased to simplify the 
process for you.  For each statement 
below, simply choose the response that 
best describes your thoughts.  When 
strung together, they will provide the 
basis for both your newspaper article, 
and your campaign platform.

I would like to be elected this term 
because I feel the current council is:

(A) completely dysfunctional (choose 
if  not on current council) 

(B) doing an amazing job (choose if  
on current council)

I have wanted to be on Aurora 
Council ever since:

(A) the day I filed my nomination 
papers

(B) I found out council members got 
paid for arguing with each other

(C) I realized there were no real 
qualifications necessary to be on it

In my spare time I like to:
(A) try to convince local merchants 

to accept my old “Aurora Dollars”
(B) explain to people that Aurora is a 

small town, even though its population 
will shortly be in excess of  75,000

(C) devise ward boundaries that will 
optimize my future election potential

I think the key feature of  the new 
Library Square should be:

(A) an outdoor escalator to help deal 

with the hilly terrain
(B) a big plaque recognizing all 

members of  council
(C) a time capsule to be opened if  

the project’s ever finished

If  elected, the key thing I will try 
to remember when attending Council 
meetings is to:

(A) represent all of  Aurora’s 
constituents, even the poop-heads who 
didn’t vote for me

(B) avoid eye contact with Brock
(C) stay awake

What this Town needs is:
(A) a landmark named after Ron 

Wallace
(B) more weaponized vehicles in the 

Peace Park
(C) a cloverleaf  interchange at Yonge 

and Wellington

We could encourage people to 
support the businesses on Yonge Street 
if:

(A) we stopped promoting so many 
businesses on Bayview

(B) we stopped encouraging people 

to take the week-end GO train to the 
shops, restaurants and entertainment 
venues in Toronto

(C) all of  the Town’s hotels weren’t 
east of  Leslie

I support stable neighbourhoods 
because:

(A) I live in one
(B) I hear that’s where the votes are
(C) the Town doesn’t have enough 

stables

I will not rest until:
(A) every available green space and 

employment land in Town is occupied 
by soccer pitches and baseball 
diamonds

(B) John A. Macdonald’s name is 
spelled correctly on the mural at Yonge 
and Wellington

(C) I’m elected, then I plan to really 
take it easy

I think the biggest problem in 
Aurora is: 

(A) parking downtown
(B) parking downtown
(C) parking downtown

A final reason people should vote for 
me is because:

(A) I’d probably vote for you if  you 
were running

(B) you’re going to complain about 
whoever makes it in anyway, so why 
shouldn’t that be me?

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Yes   No  Unsure

Lloyd Chadburn, the first Auroran to 
earn his wings in the Second World War, 
would have turned 99 this past Tuesday. 
His time in the Royal Canadian Air Force 
(R.C.A.F) was remarkable.

Graduating flight school in 1940, 
Chadburn quickly rose through the ranks 
eventually achieving the position of  Wing 
Commander in June of  1943. His military 
record was impressive. On top of  high 
personal scores for air and naval crafts 
damaged and destroyed, Chadburn was 
also one of  the most decorated R.C.A.F 
officers during the war, receiving several 
awards for his skill and leadership.

He was one of  only three R.C.A.F. 
officers to be made a Chevalier (Knight) 
of  the French Legion d’Honneur and the 
only officer to be awarded the Croix De 
Guerre avec Palme.

Nicknamed ‘The Angel’, Chadburn’s 
legacy is not just one of  military 
achievement but one of  character and 
leadership too.

The nickname ‘Angel’ was given to 
Chadburn by an American bomber crew 
for his success in leading squadrons on 
escort missions. In addition to his courage 
and skill, Chadburn used his warm 
personality to guide his leadership style. 
Chadburn relied on his quiet confidence 
to lead which in turn inspired love and 
devotion from those under his command. 
He formed strong connections with his 
fellow airmen; learning their first names 
and engaging in personal conversations. 
Despite being the youngest air leader to 
serve, Chadburn earned the respect of  not 
just the Allied Air Forces but also of  those 
supporting him back home in Aurora.

Born in Montreal, Chadburn lived in 
Oshawa before moving to Aurora. During 
the war, stories of  Chadburn’s service were 
published in the Banner and the decorated 
Auroran was celebrated by the community 
he had left behind. There was, however, 
one person who celebrated Chadburn 
long before his military service.

While attending Northern Vocational 
School in Toronto, Chadburn went to live 
with friends of  the family, the Hunters. 
While boarding with them, Chadburn 
made a tremendous impression on a six-
year-old Richard Hunter. The then teenage 
Chadburn would tie his long, blonde hair 
back and take Richard for drives around 
North Toronto in his Ford convertible. The 
relationship developed and Richard came 
to adore his new hero.

When Chadburn left to join the 
R.C.A.F., Richard set out to create a 
scrapbook dedicated to his idol (this 
scrapbook is part of  the Aurora Museum 
& Archives’ collection). With photos 
and newspaper clippings, the scrapbook 
chronicles and celebrates the life and 
achievements of  Richard’s friend and idol. 
Sadly, this testament to Richard’s (and 
Canada’s) hero ends with a pamphlet for 
a memorial service at Trinity Anglican 
Church in June of  1944.

Chadburn was killed in action on June 
13th, 1944 when his plane collided with 
another over Normandy while on patrol 
as part of  the D-Day operations. The 
decorated serviceman was laid to rest in 
Ranville, France. He was 24 years of  age. 

On the anniversary of  his birth, let us 
all remember “The Angel” not just for 
his military accomplishments but for his 
character and personality. Remember him 
as the skilled R.C.A.F. leader but also as 
the long-haired teenager who befriended a 
six-year-old boy and became a hero long 
before he sat in a cockpit.

Do you support the Province’s plan to roll  
back the sex-ed curriculum to 1998 standards?

Wings of  an Angel
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Our community is always  
very receptive and generous  

[with this program], so we have 
been able to be one of the top 
stores within our district in terms  

of funds raised and those go  
right back into the community

BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you have a financial advisor,  
but not a written financial plan?

A written financial plan can help you pursue your goals with 
confidence and take steps towards a secure financial future.  
Ask yourself:
1.  Do I know what I need to do to achieve my personal and  

financial goals?
2. Will I have enough income and savings to retire comfortably?
3.  How much do I pay for financial advice and what value am I 

receiving? 

If you’re unsure, contact Brendan Black today. Working with highly 
accredited Financial Planners at RBC Wealth Management, he can 
help get you on track to achieve your goals.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Community and Staples join forces to make  
Back to School sweet for kids in need

By Brock Weir

It’s Back to School season and, if  
you’re a parent, you’re probably being 
run off  your feet to make sure everything 
is just right for your kids as they prepare 
to hit the books once again.

But for many families in the 
community, it is a stressful time of  
year as they try to make ends meet 
while making sure their kids are as best 

equipped as possible to start the year off  
right.

Giving these families in need a helping 
hand are organizations like the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora and Welcoming Arms, 
who are once again partnering with 
Staples Canada’s annual School Drive 
to make sure they have everything in 
need. 

If  you go through the checkout 
aisle at the local Staples, located on 
Yonge Street at Murray Drive, you will 

probably be asked if  you want to make 
a contribution to the fund. Before you 
say no, consider this: all funds raised 
through this initiative will stay right here 
in the community. 

Each year, Staples locations partners 
with local charities, schools, school 
board, and other local groups that 
demonstrate a need for financial 
support when it comes to securing 
essential school supplies or ensuring kids 
have a place in much-needed breakfast 
programs.

This year, nation-wide, Staples hopes 
to raise over $1.7 million dollars through 
the campaign, which runs through 
September 4.

“Staples has been doing a Back to 
School supply drive for 13 years now, and 
Welcoming Arms has been our partner 
for the past two years,” says Dan Payne, 
General Manager of  the Aurora Staples. 
“We still partner with the Optimist Club 
of  Aurora as well, and Welcoming Arms 
is a great charity. They do a lot of  great 
work in the community and are able to 
connect us directly to families in need 
that can’t afford school supplies, and it 
is a great partnership.

“Our community is always very 
receptive and generous [with this 
program], so we have been able to be 
one of  the top stores within our district 
in terms of  funds raised and those go 
right back into the community.”

Once all the money has been tallied 
leading up to the September 4 wrap-
up, Staples hosts a shopping day when 
people can come in to get what they 
need. Any leftover funds are used by 
the store to put together fully-packaged 
backpacks that are then ready to go 

for families that might use Welcoming 
Arms’ services throughout the year. 

Each year, during the Back to School 
Drive season, customers going through 
the checkout are asked if  they would 
like to contribute $1, $2, or any dollar 
figure to the cause. If  they do, it is 
tacked onto their bill. Last year alone, 
these community contributions clocked 
in at $7,000, which went a long way for 
these kids. 

“We’re a community partner and 
we want to make sure we can give back 
to the community and support kids 
who might not be able to afford school 
supplies,” says Mr. Payne. “We really 
highlight to customers that it is a local 
partnership and make sure they feel 
we’re supporting local kids and families 
in need, and we do so by explaining all 
that is needed through the program and 
customers are very happy and generous 
to help.

“We would like to be known as the 
Back to School destination and making 
sure kids can come in. It’s an easy, 
welcoming shopping experience and, 
at the same time, we want to make sure 
families, if  they are able to support that 
local cause, are able to do so through our 
partnership with Welcoming Arms.”

OPEN FOR BUSINESS – Zach Hyman of the Toronto Maple Leafs, left, joined 
Councillor John Abel right, to formally open Aurora’s Healthy Planet last week. They 
were welcomed by store manager Omar Pazhwak and Syed Rizvi, Director of Sales & 
Marketing. Healthy Planet is located on the southwest corner of Yonge Street and Mur-
ray Drive. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

TERRAIN

ACADIA

CANADA WIDE      CLEARANCE

OFFER ENDS AUGUST 31

SIERRA 1500 ALL TERRAIN 0%
 FINANCING FOR UP T0

84 MONTHS
 ON SELECT NEW 2018 MODELS

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
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Hurry, offers end August 31, 2018! Financing and lease options available from 0.5% on select 2018
models, OAC. Other lease and finance rates and terms available. Down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Leasing and financing
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI.  Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped
exactly as shown. Up to $2500 cash credit available with the cash purchase of select 2018 models. Offers apply to dealer in-stock inventory
only. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. See NewRoads Subaru Newmarket for full details. 

Blake
Tobin

Adam
Figgens

Rob
Shedlowich

Kiefer
Neville

Kasia
Lynch

17415 Yonge Street 289-319-1060      nrsubaru.ca

CASH CREDIT
% $2500

UP TO

OR

FINANCE OR
LEASE FROM0.52018 

MODELS
ON SELECT
2018 MODELS

2018 CLEARANCE
ON NOW!

Hurry into NewRoads Subaru Newmarket 
for the best prices of the year! 

Ends August 31, 2018.

2019 3-ROW

SUBARU IS NOW IN
NEWMARKET!

NR_SUN_NMKT_RH_Auroran_August.qxp_Layout 1  2018-08-17  3:02 PM  Page 1
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This school year,  
give your child an  
academic advantage.

©2018 Kumon Canada, Inc. All rights reserved.

FREE PLACEMENT TEST!
KUMON MATH & READING CENTRE  
OF AURORA - YONGE & EDWARD
905-900-0475 
jyeung@ikumon.com

HAVE A BETTER 
SCHOOL YEAR 
WITH OXFORD 
LEARNING

All Ages. All Grades. All Subjects. ENROL TODAY!

Whether your child has school issues or not, starting the year with 

Oxford Learning is transformational. Imagine turning homework hassles 

into homework happiness, study stress into study success, and poor grades 

into straight A’s. 

Make this year the best yet with Oxford Learning.

oxfordlearning.com

Aurora  905.503.0678 
129 Pedersen Drive
Aurora, ON  L4G 6V5
aurora@oxfordlearning.com

NOW
ENROLLING

•  Music N’ Me 2-3 yrs with 
 parents group class
•  Pre School Musicianship: 
 3-5 yrs old group class
 (semi private and group)
•  Individual Lessons 
 5-9 yrs old
• Individual lessons 5-17yrs
• Adult Lessons 
NEW - Parent/child lesson, 
   8 yrs old & up

•  Ukulele 
•  Campfi re Guitar 
•  Drum/Percussion 
•  Rock Camp 
•  Strings 

•  Exam prep 
•  Composition 
•  Improvisation 
• Songwriting

69 McLeod Drive, 
Unit 6, Aurora On, L4G 5C1

auroramusicacademy.ca
info@auroramusicacademy.ca

Register before 
September 7 

and receive 

 (one free lesson 
and free registration)

Check out 
the new 

music 
school 
in town

LESSONS

CIRCLES/ENSEMBLES

THEORY CLASSES 

$55

905.900.0094

Register online at www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195

info@iembasketball.com
ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE: 

Rep1, Rep2, All-Star Team Try-Out Schedule 
& Mail-in Registration Form

Basketball

 SIR WILLIAM MULOCK SECONDARY SCHOOL: 
     705 Columbus Way, Newmarket 

• Monday, September 17th from 6–9pm
• Wednesday, September 19th from 6–9pm 
• Monday, September 24th from 6–9pm
• Wednesday, September 26th from 6–9pm

OPEN REGISTRATION AT IEM OFFICE: 
     169 Charlotte Street South, Newmarket 
      • Saturdays from 9am–12noon

$215
for 25+ weeks

York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 1950+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

THE AURORAN Registration Guide 2018 ⎜ Aug 23 & 30
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Changing Lives Through Math™

Every fall is a fresh start.  Equip your kids with more than new 
clothes and school supplies—give them the skills and confidence
to transform their year! Our expert instructors teach each child
individually, using customized learning plans to help them set and
accomplish their academic goals all year long. We’re the authority
in math education, with over 900 learning centres worldwide.
Schedule a comprehensive assessment today!
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Mathnasium of Aurora
905-841-MATH (6284)
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A Superior

Education that ...inspires ...engages ...transforms

519-272-1900 ext 1Ask us about affordable options for all local students

Now accepting registrations    

for September 2016 

601 Newpark Boulevard, Newmarket
905-898-6257 | www.countrygarden.ca

Montessori Preschool & Elementary
Grade 8 Reach Ahead Program | High School 

A Better Place To Learn!

CGMA
Private School | Since 1995

2018

D
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Register online today www.iDanceStudio.ca

Celebrating our 10th Season!

• Full Year Classes & 10 Week Sessions
• Toddler Ballet & Parent & Tot Classes
• Sibling & Multi Class Discounts
• Award Winning Competitive Team

Call: 905-895-2009 ⎜Email: info@idancestudio.ca  
Visit: www.idancestudio.ca ⎜16945 Leslie St., Unit 10 (Leslie/Mulock)

JAZZ  •  TAP  

 

BALLET  

MUSICAL THEATRE   

 

LYRICAL  •  ACRO

HIP HOP • 

 

    ADULT TAP

REGISTER ON-LINE at 

www.auroraskatingclub.com

Teaching Skating in Aurora since 1953!

  

 

 
 
 

Not-for-Profi t Club  •  Fully sanctioned by Skate Canada

A Community Club Teaching Skating in Aurora for          Years!

REGISTER ON-LINE at 

www.auroraskatingclub.com

Teaching Skating in Aurora since 1953!

  

 

 
 
 

Not-for-Profi t Club  •  Fully sanctioned by Skate Canada

905 • 713 • 1442
email: info@auroraskatingclub.com

On-line Registration: www.auroraskatingclub.com

SKATE CANADA PROGRAMS 
CanSkate
Learn to Skate Program

A Community Skating Club with a Trusted Reputation for Teaching Excellence!
Not-for-Profi t Club, Fully Sanctioned by Skate Canada

� ✰ Wednesday Sept. 5 – 6:30 to 8:00pm
� ✰ Thursday  Sept. 6 - 6:30 to 8:00pm
� ✰ Saturday, Sept. 8 – 10:00am to 12:00pm

Aurora Family Leisure Complex 135 Industrial Pkwy N. Aurora 

IN PERSON 
REGISTRATION

STARSkate 
   ✰ Figure Skating Program 

Synchro Team 
✰ 11 years and under
✰ Try-out Sept. 14th 
✰ 6:10pm | $25.00

� ✰ Boys & Girls ages 3yrs & up
� ✰ 45 minute lesson
� ✰ Progress Report & Ribbons 
� ✰ Skate Canada Level Badges 1 to 6 

�  ✰ STAR 1 to 5 Skate Canada Testing
�  ✰ Skate Canada Testing 
�  ✰ Local & Away Competitions

Winners of the 2018 Spring Skate 
Festival, Buffalo, NY!

65 Years!

Must be a Skate Canada Member

Established 1993

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR 
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Ballet • Acrobatics • Tap • Contemporary 
Jazz • Hip Hop • Musical Theatre 

Twinkling Tots (3 yrs) 
Sparkling Stars (4 yrs)

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES 
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST. 

email: offi ce@sdadance.ca • 905-773-7013

Dance Educators since 1993

REGISTRATION 
DATES: 

August 29, 30,
 September 4,5,6 

from 
4:30 – 8:30 pm

Somerville Dance Academy

THE AURORAN Registration Guide 2018 ⎜ Aug 23 & 30
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

& CArts 
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Triumph’s Rik Emmett is uncomfortable with the “Legend” label

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

arty Rentals P
Aurora

• Bars & Casino 
• Catering Supplies 
• Chafi ng Dishes 
• Chairs 
• Chair Covers 
• Cutlery 
• Dinnerware 
• Glassware 
• Linen 
• Silver Products 
• Tables 
• Tents 
• Wedding Supplies

Christine Elliott 
MPP - Newmarket-Aurora

I am excited and proud to be your MPP.
I invite you to reach out to my office and we will 

be happy to assist you with provincial issues.

238 Wellington St. East, Suite 203, Aurora, ON L4G1J5  
  905-750-0019     Christine.Elliottco@pc.ola.org

L4G 1J5

Order online at newtix.ca or call 905-953-5122 

Nov. 8-10, 15-17 at 7:30pm 
Nov. 10, 11, 17, 18 at 2pm

May 2-4, 9-11 at 7:30pm 
May 4, 5, 11, 12 at 2pm 

2019

BEST DEAL

Adult regular price 
$29/show

at the Newmarket Theatre

All 3 shows 
Adults $77 

Seniors/child $72

Subscription Series

BEST DEAL

(two-show option available)

night of  Aurora’s Ribfest.
This Aurora gig is the last date this 

latest long-running tour, which has taken 
him from coast to coast, accompanied by 
RESolution 9.

Friday’s concert will be a mix primarily 
of  Triumph’s greatest hits, peppered with 
the music he has developed as a solo act. 

“Music is an infinite challenge, it 
always has been and it always will be,” he 
says. “The interesting thing of  it is how 
do you keep adjusting to the fact you can’t 
necessarily hit the high notes that you 
used to hit and you can’t run around and 
slide on your knees like a Rockstar? And 
that you don’t look that good in Spandex 
pants anyway? What are you willing to 
do to try and chase that infinite quality of  
music, that deep spiritual value it has?

“I think people can quite rightly say, 
‘Come on now, Rik, don’t climb up on too 
high a horse. It wasn’t exactly spiritual to 
be on MTV in Spandex pants,’ but there 
were songs that were at the heart of  what 
we did.”

At his heart, however, was classical 
guitar. He says he tried to sneak in 
classical guitar pieces, and maybe even a 

little bit of  jazz here and there, to bring an 
“eclectic” flair to traditional “arena rock.”

But audiences still clamor for this 
arena-style rock, which can be a double-
edged sword for musicians like Emmett. 
On the one hand, it is at the heart of  
what many fans want to experience at a 
concert, and is ultimately the bread and 
butter for bands that hit the road, but it 
can be a bit stifling for a creative artist. 

“I play the songs, they’re good songs, 
I enjoy playing them, and I enjoy being 
in front of  an audience and giving an 
audience what it wants, what it likes, but 
there has always been a part of  me that has 
[wanted] more, the slightly cantankerous 
artist who goes, ‘Don’t tell me what to do. 
I am going to let the music tell me what to 
do!’ Then I would have to figure out how 
I was going to make that happen.

“At Ribfest… I am going to play the 
songs, we’re going to rock, and everyone 
will have a good night.”

Rik Emmett and RESolution 9 hits the 
stage this Friday, August 24, at Machell 
Park.

For more information on the 2018 
Ribfest, visit www.aurora.ca/ribfest.

in Aurora,” says Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 
“Our community is a true sports town 
and hockey has always been a part of  our 
heritage and culture. We are excited to 
welcome Canadian hockey fans into our 
community and to showcase the wonderful 
people and history that make our town so 
special.”

Live on location, Ron MacLean 
and Tara Slone will host a pre-game, 
intermission and post-game show from 
the Sportsnet Mobile Studio, shining the 
spotlight on local culture, hockey history 
and unique stories of  the community.

Tenth on the tour, the stop in Aurora 
will be the first of  the season to host a 
broadcast matchup doubleheader on the 
Sunday, beginning with the Montreal 
Canadiens at the Chicago Blackhawks at 
5:30 p.m. before a showing of  the Calgary 
Flames at the Edmonton Oilers at 9 p.m.

Yet the local flavour of  the OJHL is 
sure to be the ultimate hockey draw for the 
Aurora community on the Saturday, when 
the Junior A Tigers host the Newmarket 

Hurricanes, a longtime rivalry known as 
“The Battle of  Yonge Street”.

The puck drops on the game at the 
Aurora Community Centre at 7:30 p.m. 
on the Saturday.

Aurora’s rich hockey culture will be on 
display on the weekly Sunday broadcast 
of  the Hometown Hockey series, which is 
shown nationally on Sportsnet.

“If  you have ever watched Hometown 
Hockey, you know what an exciting event 
it is,” says Dawe. “It’s all going to be right 
here. We have a fabulous opportunity in 
front of  us to showcase not only the Town 
of  Aurora, but all of  our talent.”

“We’ve got great talent here, there is 
going to be so much fun, so many games, 
so many activities. You have to come out.”

More information on the event 
can be found at www.aurora.ca/
hometownhockey.

Premiering on October 5 in Kitchener, 
the Hometown Hockey bus will make visits 
across Canada during the NHL season 
before ending in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
at the end of  March. 

Aurora will be a hockey showcase

By Brock Weir

If  the t-shirt has “legend” emblazoned 
across its chest, Rick Emmett will wear it 
– albeit reluctantly.

Emmett, who co-founded the band 
Triumph alongside Mike Levine and Gil 
Moore, underscores his point, recalling a 
recent trip to the grocery store.

He and his wife had just settled in for 
a bit of  a wait in the checkout aisle, when 
she suddenly remembered she forgot to 
get the chicken. It was left to Emmett to 
finish the job.

“I go back and grab it, and as I am 
taking it out, the chicken grease slops 
out of  the plastic lid and goes all over 
my hands,” he says. “So, I am walking 
back and am extra-grumpy and a guy 
comes out at the end of  our aisle and 
says, ‘Oh, my God! You’re Rik Emmett, 
right?’ Yep. ‘Oh, man, this is so great to 
meet you. Can I just shake your hand?’ I 
said, ‘Yeah,’ and I gave him all the grease. 
Some people see me as extraordinary in 
circumstances – but it really doesn’t spill 
over into all aspects of  life!”

But, music is Mr. Emmett’s life – and 
he brings his unique talents to Aurora 
this Friday, August 24, headlining the first 
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MANAGE 
STRESS & MOOD

Bonus size 150 vcaps

Naka’s Pro BioMax B Complex:
• Most Bioavailable forms of 
B Vitamins
• Added Sensoril® Ashwaghadha,  
Rhodiola and Panax Ginseng for 
stress and mood management

IMMUNE 
BOOSTER

100 ml

Black Seed Oil is recognized 
for its immune-boosting 
properties. A traditional remedy 
backed by medical research, 
it is an effective antioxidant, 
antibacterial and antiviral. 

FATIGUED? 
STRESSED?

120 caps

Ortho Adapt mobilizes 
internal energy stores. 
Reduces the impact of 
stressful situations. Activates 
whole-body defenses. 

HEART HEALTH

Bonus Size - 150 sgels

CoQ10 is required 
by every cell in our 
body. It supports 
heart health, promotes 
healthy gums, and 
restores energy and 
vitality.

CALCIUM 
ABSORPTION

120 vcaps

Vitamin K2 is essential for 
heart health. It helps guide 
calcium to where it is needed 
and away from areas where 
excess calcium can cause 
problems.  

ULTRA GENTLE 
MAGNESIUM

500 ml

Magnesium is involved in 
everything from DNA synthesis, 
energy production and 
metabolism, to muscle strength, 
nerve function, heart rate 
regulation and bone building.

SMOOTH SKIN, 
STRONG NAILS

90 vcaps

BioSil patented ch-OSA 
complex is absorbed 
by the body, where it 
acts to promote the 
production of collagen. 

TRAVELERS’ 
PROBIOTIC

30 vcaps

Travelers’ Probiotic is a side 
effect–free solution for the 
symptoms of travelers’ sickness, 
which include diarrhea, nausea, 
abdominal cramps, vomiting, 
and bloating.

VISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
$25 GIFT CARD $2500

GIFT CARD

Years
25

VISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN AVISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A

Happy birthday CanadA
It’s Our 

Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!
1993-2018

• Providing Excellent Service 
• Knowledgeable Practitioners
• Quality Products 
• Competitive Prices
 Your Satisfaction is Our Guarantee
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Visit us in-store 
for more details!

Contest ends July 31, 2018. 

Proud Member

300 Wellington Street East   Unit #4   Aurora   ⎜ 647-778-9696  www.quartzcity.ca.

QUARTZ CITY RENOQUARTZ CITY RENO

QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS

FREE BACKSPLASH!

From $1590
Plus

COMPLETE KITCHEN $12,990
• QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS 
• COMPLETE CABINETS 
   FREE HOOD FANPlus

Jitterbug Ball organizers gear up to raise hundreds 
of thousands for local hospice care

By Brock Weir

Over a dozen kids spent seven 
days last month out in the wilderness 
reconnecting with nature – and 
themselves.

They went back to basics as part 
of  a “Grief  Busters” program, an 
initiative of  Hope House – formerly 
Hospice King Aurora Richmond Hill – 
to support youngsters who are dealing 
with the death of  a parent, grandparent 
or sibling.

The kids set out with three 
facilitators and four teen buddies for 
the formative experience, which Heidi 
Bonner, Executive Director of  Hope 
House Hospice says is a phenomenal 
experience all around.

“We just finished our summer 
program and it is an amazing camp,” 
she says. “The way kids support 
each other is just really amazing and 
inspiring.”

Programs like these, as essential as they 
are, however, can only happen through 
the generosity of  the community.

As such, Hope House is gearing 
up once again for their Jitterbug Ball, 
Hope House’s largest fundraiser, which 
is held every two years.

Set to take place Friday, October 12, 
at Hazelton Manor in Vaughan, the 
Jitterbug Ball got a welcome financial 
shot in the arm by RBC last week, 
presented by local bank manager Paola 
Luchenski.

“The Jitterbug Ball supports our 
events over two years and all of  our 
programs are available at no cost to our 
clients,” says Ms. Bonner. “The Ball is 
very important for raising funds to cover 
the cost of  programs. Hope House has 
been in operation for 35 years and we 
now serve the communities of  King 
Township, Aurora and Richmond Hill, 
so this event is really important in terms 
of  raising funds to support us – and it is 
a fun event too!”

Bringing the fun to the dance floor 
this year is Side 3, a six-member band 
dedicated to using its collective talent 
for event fundraising and philanthropy. 
The entertainment will be emceed 
by John Derringer and features a live 
auction with a host of  exciting items up 
for bids ranging from a box at a Blue 
Jays game, to trip packages to Brazil, 
Uruguay, Turks & Caicos and more. 

Teresa Van Schaik, this year’s 
Jitterbug Ball co-chair, says this event 
is “not your typical Ball” where people 
go in, donate their money to the worthy 
cause of  the evening, before leaving at 
9 p.m.

“It is a fantastic dance, and it is 
a community thing,” says Ms. Van 
Schaik. “It will be quite fabulous and 
we also have a few surprises set for the 
evening.”

Ms. Van Schaik knows the importance 
of  hospice care all too well. A member 
of  the Hope House board, she and her 
family have personally taken care of  
parents and other loved ones in the last 

stages of  their lives.
“Hospice is really important not only 

for the person being cared for, but the 
person who is taking care of  them,” she 
says. “It is time consuming and when 
you have an organization that can come 
in and just give you a bit of  relief  and 
comfort, it makes a huge difference.”

When she first decided to volunteer 
her time for Hope House, when it was 
still Hospice King Aurora, she was 
struck particularly by the programs 
they provide for children dealing with 
bereavement. 

“People think hospice is only for the 
dying people, and it is not,” she says. 
“It is for people who have illnesses and 
just need assistance. A lot of  times 
they don’t understand that we’re not a 
residential hospice. We deal with people 
for a year, two years, on a weekly basis. 
We are a community hospice that goes 
out to anybody anywhere. Even though 
we’re just King, Aurora and Richmond 
Hill, we have gone out of  our scope to 
help anybody, and we can direct them 
to the right place.”

Although the Jitterbug Ball is 
currently hosted in Vaughan, organizers 

hope that now that adequately-sized 
banquet facilities are available in 
Aurora, they can once again host the 
future balls on home turf, underscoring 
the community aspect of  Aurora, 
King and Richmond Hill’s community 
hospice.

“This is a really fun event and there 
are opportunities to support us in 
different ways,” says Bonner. “And, it 
supports a really good cause. The thing 
I like best is the energy in the room. 
There is an energy you don’t get at 
every event and it is nice to be a part 
of  that. It is the result of  thousands of  
hours of  volunteer contributions and 
that makes me feel good not only to be 
a part of  that, but to see the end result.”

The Jitterbug Ball in support of  Hope 
House Community Hospice, takes place 
Friday, October 12, at Hazelton Manor 
(99 Peelar Road). Doors open at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $200 each, or $2,000 for 
a table of  ten. For more information, 
including tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities, call 905-727-6815 x22 
or visit www.hopehousehospice.com/
jitterbug-ball-2018-new. 

Teresa Van Schaik, co-chair of the Jitterbug Ball, left, and Heidi Bonner, Executive Director of 
Hope House Hospice, right, accept a donation from Paola Luchenski of RBC last week.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

for the Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) 
programs. This was a values test, requiring 
expressed support for the government’s 
agenda, including reproductive rights 
(euphemism for abortion), among other 
Liberal causes.

More than 1,500 applications to the 
CSJ were rejected by the government 
if  they did not comply. In other words, 

believe what we the government believe 
or you get no money! This is outrageous.

Now, when I see the famous Trudeau 
smile, I can only think of  students without 
the jobs they counted on, people not 
getting help, charities being demonized.

Thank God the government is being 
taken to court for this clear violation of  
the Charter.

Richard Doust
Aurora
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ENTRY DOORS WINDOWS PATIO DOORS WINDOWS

BROCKWINDOWS.COM

ALLISTON • ANGUS • AURORA • BARRIE • BEAVERTON • BRADFORD • COLLINGWOOD • FLESHERTON  
KESWICK • INNISFIL • MIDLAND • NEWMARKET • ORANGEVILLE • ORILLIA • PENETANG • SCHOMBERG  

SHELBURNE • STAYNER • SUTTON • TOTTENHAM • WASAGA BEACH • WASHAGO

*Promotion applies to new orders only. Cannot be 

5 SHOWROOMS IN THE 
GREATER TORONTO AREA

The Trusted Team of Aurora and Surrounding Areas

DON’T 
DELAY! 

ENDING
SOON!

Save 60% 
OFF INSTALLATION

SALE

0% Interest 
FOR 60 MONTHS

O.A.C.

*

CLIENT

SIZE 10.375” W x 11.25” H

BROCK DOORS & WINDOWS 
JOB DESCRIPTION
60/60 SALE
(SIMCOE- Metroland Fullpage/Wrap)

PRODUCTION NOTESCOLOUR

CMYK 

DATE DESIGNER
20 june 2018 fw

DOCKET # BRK250218-PR48-02SIM

DESIGN ORIENTED 43 GAILCREST CIRCLE • THORNHILL • ON  L4J 5V3 • 905.764.0772  •  DESIGNORIENTED.CA

REVISIONS

VERSION

A

FNL

1.800.449.3808

Over 28 years 
experience, over 
80,000 installs and 
1000s 
customers.

Toll Free 1-833-257-0055

One last chance for Concerts in the Park

Aurora’s popular Concerts in the Park series has wowed the crowds since the beginning of July. In the left column, top, the homegrown Borealis Big Band took over the Town Park band 
shell on Wednesday, August 8, led by Gord Shepherd. The concert featured performances from Steve Falk of Soul Benefit and dance instruction at intermission courtesy of Patrick Derry of  
Artistica Ballroom Dance. Over on the right column, New Brunswick singer Jared Lutes’ one-man-show impressed the audience. In between sets, music lovers were treated to a performance 
of Irish dance. 22, with Fleetwood Nicks & Practically Petty before concluding on Wednesday, August 29 with Just Heart – A Tribute to Heart. All concerts begin at 7 p.m. and are preceded by  
a miniature Aurora Farmers’ Market. Admission is free, but donations to the Aurora Food Pantry are encouraged. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir & Glenn Rodger
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Platinum Blonde returns to Ribfest this Saturday

By brock Weir

It’s never a wasted day if  Mark 
Holmes is writing.

The co-founder and current 
frontman of  the popular, multi-
platinum band Platinum Blonde can’t 
help it. He’s an artist and, in his view, 
that’s just what artists do.

“If  I am working on music, no 
matter what is going on in the 
world, no matter how many Trumps 
there are, I can always put a smile 
on my face and have a sense of  
accomplishment,” the hitmaker tells 
The Auroran. “I think an artist that 
no longer creates is just an artist that 
is in suspended animation waiting to 
become irrelevant.”

Holmes and Platinum Blonde are 
set to bring the classics – and some 
new material – to the stage this 
Saturday, August 25, when the band 
headlines Ribfest once again.

Platinum Blonde was formed in 
1984 by Holmes, Joey Ciotti and Ray 
Bailey with a new wave sound. But, 
in the opinion of  Holmes, Platinum 
Blonde was always an indie rock 
band at heart. 

“Platinum Blonde was always an 
indie rock band, really,” says Holmes. 
“When we recorded our first album, 
we did it independently. It just so 
happened we made it really big. We’ve 
always maintained that independent 
spirit.”

That’s perfect for their new music, 
he says, as the pendulum of  popularity 
has swung back to indie rock. 

“In late 2006 or 2007, I was doing 
a bunch of  remixes and I noticed the 
new audience was really embracing 
that sound,” he says.

After a long hiatus, Platinum 
Blonde was back on the road in the 
2010s, releasing their latest record, 
“Now or Never” in 2012. It was their 
first album of  new material in almost 
a quarter-century.

“The climate was right,” says 
Holmes of  hitting the studio. “The 
[album] reflects our beginnings and 
also reflects a lot of  what is going on 
right now. Art is a reflection of  the 
current. You can talk about the future, 
you can talk about the past, but it is 
usually a reflection of  current events. 
The most important stuff  is the new 
stuff; it is always the most important. 

It is living.”
Platinum Blonde headlines the 

Ribfest’s Saturday evening. The 
day’s musical showcase begins at 11 
a.m. with Lou Moore and Friends, 
followed at 1.15 p.m. by the Top 20 

semi-finalists in the annual Hoedown 
Showdown competition to find 
Canada’s next country artist. Once 
the Top 10 are announced, Wendy 
Laurier & the Renaissance Band 
takes the stage before Platinum 

Blonde at 9 p.m.
Ribfest takes place at Machell 

Park. Admission is free, but age of  
majority will be enforced after 8 p.m.

For more information, visit www.
aurora.ca/ribfest.

“An artist who no longer creates is just an artist in suspended animation waiting to become irrelevant”

12  |  May 2018 www.TheMonthAhead.ca

Photo courtesy of Geni Steinman
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1100 Gorham St., 
Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 
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Bulk Barn staff at the Grand Re-Opening of their 14800 Yonge Street (Aurora 
Shopping Centre) location on August 16, 2018. This location closed earlier in July to 
undergo renovations. The store is now re-opened with a new look but same great products!

BRIAR HILL - ONE OF A KIND!
Be prepared to be impressed. Totally renovated Bungalow showcasing an Entertainer’s Dream 
Home! Gourmet Kitchen with lights in drawers & cabinets when opening, impressive Dining 
Room boasts a multi-colour electric Fireplace recessed into a glass feature wall, built-in china 
cabinet with lighting under Quartz counter top, 2 gas Fireplaces, Heated Floors. Multiple Walk-
Outs from upper and lower level overlooking 3rd Fairway of Briar Hill. $779,900

Call Tina McCarty or Cheryl Vienneau
Sales Representatives

1-888-936-4216

New gymnasium put on the backburner at SARC
By Brock Weir

A new full-size gymnasium, which was 
floated earlier this year as an extension 
to the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex to meet the demands of  a 
growing community, has been put on the 
backburner until 2019.

Although proponents on the new 
gymnasium – particularly Councillors 
Michael Thompson and Tom Mrakas 

– were hoping the Town would break 
ground on the extension earlier this 
year, Council has now approved the 
multipurpose space in principle and 
referred it to the newly-inaugurated 
Council of  2018-2022 to consider as 
part of  the 2019 Capital Budget.

“It was certainly my hope that it could 
have been dealt with in 2018,” said 
Councillor Thompson. “The Parks & 
Recreation Committee (PRAC) looked 
at it back in November and personally 

I had conversations with staff  in regards 
to funding in January and confirmed it 
was DC (development charges) eligible 
and it could be tackled as a mid-year 
addition to the 2018 Budget.

“Unfortunately, it wasn’t able to 
materialize and [wasn’t brought] 
forward for Council’s consideration at 
this meeting. What we have seen, from 
the information provided to PRAC, 
that at one time [a gym at the SARC] 
was contemplated. The price tag was 
significantly lower than it is today, and 
I would rather see Council deal with 
it sooner rather than later so that no 
further increases come into the cost 
to build this gymnasium because I do 
believe it is necessary and needed.

“It is not a question of  if  we need it, it’s 
a question of  when are we going to build 
it? I would certainly hope that a future 
Council takes that into consideration 
and moves forward really quickly.”

The report, presented to PRAC on 
June 21 by Robin McDougall, Director 
of  Community Services, estimates 
the cost of  the new gym to be in 
the neighbourhood of  $2.16 million 
dollars, or $300 per square foot. This 
estimate, she noted, does not include any 
additional upgrades to the building that 
might be necessary to make it happen, 
such as electrical or HVAC.

“At the time of  the original  
construction, the facility was built with 
the HVAC and electrical necessary 
for an addition, however this was 
approximately 12 years ago,” said 
Ms. McDougall. “Therefore, prior 
to proceeding, further evaluation is 
needed to confirm if  existing HVAC 
and electrical still meet the needs of  
an addition. If  they do, then no further 
costs will be incurred. But, if  they do not, 
the cost of  upgrading the systems would 
need to be accounted for.” 

Space available on the site would allow 
for a 6,000 square foot addition, the 
report continues, which is adequate for 
a single gymnasium. Once constructed, 
the main hallway of  the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex (SARC) would 
serve all facilities and the existing change 
rooms would service both the gym and 
the pool.

Staff  predict that the eventually-
built gym would prove to be well-used, 
providing additional opportunities for 
pre-school programs, summer camps, 
group fitness classes, a walking club, local 
volleyball, badminton and basketball 
programs, indoor golf  lessons and more.

“The gymnasium at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex is well-utilized, 
particularly during prime time (early 
morning, late afternoon and weekends),” 
said Ms. McDougall. “Additionally, 

registered programs currently taking 
place in school gymnasiums at a rental 
cost to the Town, could be relocated and 
programming could be expanded to a 
new gymnasium at the SARC.”

Council previously tackled the issue of  
a new gym at the SARC while sitting at 
the Committee level on July 17. There, 
Council members questioned both 
the timing and funding sources for the 
project.

“The genesis of  this came from a Sport 
Aurora meeting,” explained Councillor 
Thompson. “The conversation came up 
because the SARC was always intended 
to have a gymnasium and, at the last 
minute, it was taken off  the plan. That’s 
why there are still plans today that show 
an existing gym as part of  the SARC. We 
moved forward with the premise [that 
this would] address the immediate need. 

“One of  the reasons we had a special 
PRAC meeting in June was in order to 
get the minutes before this Council, at 
this meeting, before we became a lame 
duck. I am not sure where that has come 
from, but that was never the intention, 
nor was it part of  the conversation [to 
go to the 2019 Budget] from the get go. 
The conversation was we need it now, 
let’s move forward and let’s develop it. 
That is why the cost and feasibility are 
before Council. I completely understand 
if  Council is not willing to move forward, 
but it was never to go to budget. I am not 
sure where that disconnect came from.”

According to CAO Doug Nadorozny, 
the project can’t move forward without 
an identified funding source and that 
would come to budget. 

“Council would have to move a 
motion to go ahead and do an in-year 
capital transfer to make it happen,” the 
CAO expanded. “Through the normal 
course of  the process, staff  would do a 
report, they would recommend it go to 
Capital Budget, and you would consider 
it in the 2019 Capital Budget. We are at 
the will of  whatever Council wants to do. 
If  Council decides to move it forward 
[earlier than next year] we would need 
a motion.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, additional factors to 
cost need to be considered before moving 
forward with a new gymnasium.

“The reason there was going to 
be a new gymnasium [at the SARC} 
was because it was going to be part of  
a youth centre,” she said. “That was 
going to be the whole focal point [and] a 
youth centre probably wouldn’t require 
that much parking. It was intended for 
a specific use and that was mostly for 
youth. If  we’re going to revisit this now, 
I think we need to look at the parking 
issue…because it is tight as it is.”
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Aurora Votes 2018:  
Van Decker promises Vision, 
Accountability and New ideas

By Brock Weir

Dennis Van Decker has a very simple 
vision of  just what a Council member 
should be: a “protector.”

In the context of  a municipality, 
this means, he says, “protecting rights, 
protecting the Town’s assets and fiscal 
health, and protecting the environment.”

A vocal critic of  the incumbent Council 
both at both the podium and on social 
media, Mr. Van Decker is hoping to bring 
forward the change he would like to see 
happen, as one of  sixteen candidates vying 
for six seats on the 2018-2022 Aurora 
Council. 

“For some people, their [answer to] 
‘Why I love Aurora’ is that ‘It’s a great place 
to live and I just want to give back to my 
community,’” says Mr. Van Decker. “It’s 
not that I don’t have that, and I am active in 
many parts of  my community [from being] 
a Knight of  Columbus to a soccer coach, 
have been involved politically on the Green 
side, but I probably would have lived in the 
land of  sunshine and rainbows and gone 
on with my business as an entrepreneur…
and not done things if  I didn’t think things 
could be improved for the positive.”

Mr. Van Decker has lived in Aurora for 
over 16 years. In that time, he served as 
the vice chair of  the Town’s Committee 
of  Adjustment until 2010. With this 
insight into municipal workings, he says he 
has seen a “number of  areas for positive 
improvement” at Town Hall including 
“accountability” and “lesser regulations.”

“Those are the numbers one and two on 
my platform,” he says. “I have seen situations 
where Council and staff  don’t really know 
what is happening between them. The 
JOC (Joint Operations Centre) is one big 
example and there are many. What is going 
on with the Armoury, frankly, I don’t know 
all the details but there is enough to cause 
me concern about things that happened in 
meetings that were secret (closed meetings) 
and maybe shouldn’t have been secret.”

Over the last two years, Mr. Van Decker 
and his wife have been waging a public 
battle with the Town of  Aurora’s Bylaw 
Department over accessing their property. 
It is a battle that has been carried out not 
only at the Council Chamber’s podium, 
but in the courts as well.

With this in mind, reforming what he 
describes as “bylaw litigation” is one of  the 
main things he would like to bring to the 
Council table, if  elected this October.

“There is a whole black hole that 
effects people to a similar dollar value as 
these other decisions on an annual basis 
that we’re blind to,” he says. “The reason 
why we’re blind to it is a concept I call, 
‘It’s In Legal.’ The idea of  keeping legal 
conversations confidential I understand. I 
run a business, I understand corporate law 
and the idea in a negotiation is you don’t 
want to hurt your position.”

But, he contends that Aurora is one of  
the most “litigious” municipalities in York 
Region.

“There was great progress,” says 
Mr. Van Decker of  efforts made at the 
Council table to restrict bylaw officers’ 
access to private property to be only with 
a warrant. “The problem is it is a one-
year trial and it could be tossed out again. 
The underlying law is still there. I want 
to see clear information about the cost of  

litigation, which is right now bundled into 
Corporate Services, and not out in our 
bylaw department. [I want] reporting on 
what they’re doing, proper costing, [and] 
change the bylaw to be consistent with the 
Constitution. It is not that I want to fire 
people and do all kinds of  negative things. 
I see that all as positives.”

Noting he has seen a “lack of  intellectual 
vigour” watching Council proceedings, 
the Council candidate is using his name 
as a mantra. Here on out, VAN is taking 
on a whole new meaning, standing for his 
platform of  Vision, Accountability and 
New Ideas.

This platform, he says, has been 
informed in many ways, from his time 
as an economic development officer 
in the Sarnia-Lambton region, to his 
entrepreneurship in green technologies, to 
his political involvement, most recently in 
June’s Provincial Election where he stood 
as a candidate in the “None of  the Above” 
party (NOTA), which advocates for “direct 
democracy.”

While his vision for the role of  Councillor 
is that of  a protector, this protection 
extends to the environment where he 
says he will keep a close eye on green 
matters, including the redevelopment of  
the Collis Leather Tannery property into 
a community of  stacked townhomes. 
Additional environmental planks in his 
platform include the creation of  dog parks 
that are walkable from where people live 
and getting cars off  the road through 
improved transit. 

Industrial Parkway, he says, should 
be emphasised as a transit diversion for 
York Region Transit, including Viva, 
and additional turn lanes at Yonge and 
Wellington should be explored.

“We need to do things with Downtown,” 
he says. “Nothing has been done in 
the Promenade Plan. We missed an 
opportunity with the stacked townhouses 
[on the northwest side of  the intersection] 
and I think with diversion to Industrial 
Parkway we can actually look at this 
section of  Yonge Street being a pedestrian 
walkway, if  we do a major traffic diversion 
around it.”

As far as accountability goes, he 
underscores his “direct democracy” 
credentials, advocating for referendums on 
hot issues to keep politicians accountable.

In the same vein, he also advocates for 
loosening regulations in a number of  areas 
to foster business, including easing up on 
the Town’s sign bylaw. 

“In Aurora, we have multiple levels 
of  bureaucracy over and beyond what 
is really required,” he says. “There are 
ways to make that better. I want to work 
with the region for zero interest loans, 
local improvement charges, to do energy 
efficiency and water efficiency projects. It 
needs a structure from the municipality to 
set up the loan but it is tied to the tax rolls. It 
would be immediately cash-flow positive, it 
would be tied to the house, so it would be 
seen as a positive all the way around.”

Over his years as a municipal advocate, 
Mr. Van Decker says he has felt his voice be 
“silenced” on numerous occasions. In this 
regard, he has mixed feelings over whether 
Aurora should adopt a ward system of  
government where each Councillor would 
be elected by – and represent--- specific 
segments of  the community. If  Aurora 
goes down this route, he says he likes 
concepts floated by other candidates of  
each ward having a slice of  the downtown 
core to make sure everyone has a stake in 
it, but sees a benefit in the current at-large 
system in that residents have more options 
to take their concerns.

Adopting the idea of  Councillors as 
full-time positions is something that should 
be considered, he says, to allow Council 
members the time to fully immerse 
themselves in the issues and make the best 
decisions.

“I don’t know how [Council members] 
let things slide without getting the proper 
answers, and I think my perseverance to 
make sure answers are given, to strive for 
accountability will have positive results 
on taxpayer dollars,” he says. “I think 
creativity will have positive results on 
taxpayers dollars and on quality of  life.”

Council candidate Denis Van Decker. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Diggers bring home gold in Squirt Provincials

By Jake Courtepatte

With six gold medals throughout 
the season already under their belts, 
the Aurora Diggers 06 Martin squad 
capped it off  with a win at provincials 
on Sunday.

“I’m so unbelievably proud of  
this group of  girls,” said head coach 
Todd Martin. “To come as far as they 
have in such a short while shows the 
passion and dedication they have for 

the sport.”  
Following a tough 7 - 5 opening loss 

to LaSalle Gold in the preliminary 
round, the Diggers returned with a 
pair of  massive wins to qualify second 
out of  their bracket, beating London 
14 – 0 before besting Brampton 11 – 0.

It took ten innings for the Diggers 
to topple Milton in the quarterfinals, 
eventually walking away with a 7 
– 5 victory, before a 6 – 2 win over 
Oakville set up a rematch with LaSalle 

in the final.
Aurora exacted their revenge in 

the tournament’s finale, winning a 9 
– 8 thriller to be crowned provincial 
champions.

“They represented Aurora and the 
Digger organization with class and 
grace throughout the summer,” said 
Martin. “Proving there is a way to 
win everything in style!”

Officially the top team in the 
province of  Ontario, it was in the 
Squirt A division that the Diggers 
earned the crown, after qualifying 
for the top tier at a tournament in 

Port Perry over the August long 
weekend.

With such a successful year 
behind them including a handful of  
tournament wins, Martin said next 
year’s team will look to “try their 
luck” south of  the border in some 
big-name American events.

He expects most of  the core group 
to stick together next season, having 
played as a team through the “learn 
to play”, mite, and squirt divisions, 
though tryouts are being held the 
first week of  September at Fleury 
Park to put together the 2019 squad.

Barbarians keep medal 
streak alive with OWL 
bronze

By Jake Courtepatte

For the fourth straight year, the 
Aurora Barbarian women picked up 
some hardware in the final weekend of  
Ontario Women’s League rugby play.

The Barbs faced off  against the 
Niagara Wasps in the bronze medal 
matchup on Saturday at Fletcher’s 
Field, a week after a heartbreaking loss 
to the Guelph Redcoats in the semifinal 
that saw them fall one point short.

They returned to the pitch on 
Saturday with vigor, posting a total of  
twelve tries to Niagara’s one, with the 
score reading 76 – 5 by the final whistle.

Aurora last lifted the OWL Cup in 
2016 when they defeated the Toronto 
Saracens, who bested the Barbs in a 
championship rematch last year.

It was once again Toronto heading to 
the final on Saturday, this time facing 
Guelph, who they beat handily 46 – 36 
for their second title in two years.

Winning the second-tier division was 
the Guardian Angels rugby program, 
a first-year team affiliated with the 
Barbarians, who came out on top 39 – 
17 over the Saracens.

The Aurora men, who completed 
their season with a 4-6-0 record in late 
July, will play in the McCormick Cup 
tournament in late September.

The Aurora Diggers 06 team took home gold at the Provincial Women’s Softball Association 
Championships in Windsor last weekend. 

Photo courtesy of Todd Martin
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Aurora women pick up a point in  
League 1 season finale

By Jake Courtepatte

With their season all but over, the 
Aurora FC women put in a valiant effort 
on Friday in tying a Durham United team 
still vying for a playoff  spot.

With Durham needing a win to 
guarantee a spot in the Final Four, it 
was Aurora that came out pressing, 
with Hailey Appleby setting up Marissa 
Castellano for an opportunity just four 
minutes in, though the shot was sent wide.

Bringing a scoreless tie into the second 
half, Durham came out pressing in the 
final forty-five minutes, breaking the 
shutout just one minute into the half  on a 

shot from just outside the box that found 
the top right corner past keeper Meaghan 
Phillips.

Aurora fought back with a goal of  
their own nine minutes later, a tap-in 
from Yasmeen Al-Kas, holding on the 
remainder of  the way to secure a point.

Phillips was forced to contend with a 
whopping fifteen shots in the match.

Aurora FC technical director Marco 
Ciampa said after the game he was “so 
proud” of  the team’s effort in the game 
and the season, on “how hard they 
competed against a strong Durham side 
and were rewarded with a result.”

Ending the season with a record of  
2-8-2, Aurora fell far short of  reaching a 

By Jake Courtepatte

At just fifteen years old, Holly Biasi 
may already be shopping for a larger 
trophy case.

The multi-sport phenom from 
Aurora capped off  an incredible 
season on the volleyball court last 
week with a gold medal at the Ontario 
Beach Volleyball Championships, 
held in Ashbridges Bay, Toronto.

It took just two sets for Biasi and 
partner Sonya Bogatchev to earn the 
title in the tournament’s final match, 
capping off  a total of  nine set wins 
in a row.

A shaky first day of  preliminaries 
left the duo with a semifinal matchup 
against the number one ranked team, 
to which they had fallen to twice 
earlier this summer, before cruising 
through to the finals on straight sets.

Jumping through partners for 
the past few years, it was this past 
February that Biasi hooked up 
with Bogatchev to create a winning 
combination, Bogatchev hailing from 
the Markham Revolution club in 
indoor volleyball.

A number-five ranked team 
heading into the tournament, Biasi 

and Bogatchev competed in the top-
tier Premier division based on points 
accumulated through regional beach 
tournaments running all summer.

Before hitting the sand, Biasi was 
coming off  a career year on the hard 
court, leading her 16U Aurora Storm 
Monsoon to a national championship 
in Edmonton in May, while picking 
up tournament MVP honours.

She was also a key component 
of  the Monsoon’s provincial 
championship in April.

Prior to making the decision to 
leave the pool to set her sights solely 
on volleyball this year, Biasi was also a 
leading member of  the Aurora Ducks 
swimming team, earning over fifteen 
provincial championship medals in 
four years of  competitive swimming.

“She moved her focus to volleyball 
upon arriving at high school this past 
year and produced an amazing year 
that is unlikely to be matched again,” 
said Stef  Biasi, Holly’s father.

A regular at the annual prestigious 
Mayor’s Breakfast of  Champions 
event in October, Biasi was noted in 
2016 for being the first to attend as 
champion of  multiple sports in the 
same year.

playoff  position, finishing eleventh in the 
ladder and fifteen points behind Durham 
for the final spot.

With the absence of  Canadian national 
team star Sarah Stratigakis for the first 
time in two seasons, Markela Bejleri led 
the team in scoring for the 2018 season, 
putting up a pair of  goals in her nine 
appearances.

FC London, the Woodbridge Strikers, 
Vaughan Azzurri, and Durham will face 
off  in the postseason.

The men’s side continues their season 
with three games left on the September 
schedule, falling most recently to 
Unionville Milliken SC on Sunday at 
Stewart Burnett Park.

Aurora leading scorer Morey Doner’s 
goal just nine minutes in was quickly 

countered by a Unionville strike.
Though an own goal by the Unionville 

goalkeeper shortly after proved good 
luck for the Aurora side, three straight 
Unionville goals put the game away for 
good by a score of  4 – 2.

Next up for the 2-8-3 Aurora side is a 
meeting with the 3-9-1 Toronto Skillz FC 
at Birchmount Stadium in Toronto on 
September 9.

Aurora then visits with FC London in 
mid-September, before wrapping up their 
schedule back home at Stewart Burnett 
on September 22 against Ottawa’s OSU 
Force.

They hold onto the slimmest of  hopes 
of  making the postseason, eight points 
back of  Darby FC for the eighth and final 
playoff  spot.

The Aurora FC women ended their League 1 season with a 1 - 1 tie to Durham United FA on 
Friday. Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
 

Aurora’s Holly Biasi (middle, right) won the Ontario Provincial Beach Volleyball  
Championship with her partner Sonya Bogatchev last week at Ashbridges Bay in Toronto. 

Photo courtesy of Stef Biasi

Biasi’s highlight year continues 
with Provincial beach volleyball win



THE AURORAN, Thursday, August  23, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 23, 2018Page  18             Page 19

Question:  

Question:  

Jennifer
Jennifer, Art Therapist at  

Margaret Bahen & Doane House Hospice

#hospicemoments

Often individuals and families will be hesitant to apply for  
residential hospice or do not have a good understanding of 
what we offer.  It’s active, holistic care that involves body,  
mind and spirit. Resident comfort is paramount to the care 
we provide. We ask questions like “What is it that we need to 
know to provide you with the best care possible?” We tailor 
their care, for instance if you normally sleep in until 10 am then  
we adjust your medication schedule to let you do exactly that. 
These are the everyday things that happen at Hospice that  
comfort the body & soul.
We work together with many community partners to ensure 
that our beds are utilized fully and to ensure that those  
individuals in need have a fair and equitable opportunity to 
come to our facility. If you have questions about our  
eligibility criteria or our referral process or you would just like  
a tour, please call us.

Each one of us is an individual and we all handle grief and 
bereavement differently. There is no ‘right’ way to grieve but 

we can help people express their emotions through various 
techniques and art therapy is one of them. I have had the 

honour and privilege to bear witness to profound and  
touching stories that are filled with love, courage, strength 

and joy. Through the creation of spontaneous artwork,  
clients are able to connect to deep emotions, express 
thoughts and feelings, and create meaning and new  

relationships with themselves and others.

How does art therapy 
help people who are 

grieving?

Answer:

Answer:

Trish, Director of Care has been a certified  
Hospice Palliative care nurse since 2004.

Trish

What is a  
residential Hospice?
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Enjoy a little Art & Craft!
New look. Same great taste. 

Coming soon!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

15
YEARS

15
YEARS

15
YEARS

1162 Hockley New Amber Can Ads_ArtCraft_Broadsheet.indd   1 6/28/18   10:18 AM

Preregistration Required!

     905-727-3777                     222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.caAurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

At no cost to you!
RNCemploymentservices.ca

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

RNC Employment Services
Supporting Job Seekers and Employers      

                                                                              l Career Counselling   
             l Workshops
      l Coaching 
       l Job Postings
                                                  l Job Fairs     
                                 l Guest Speakers 
     l Employer Hiring Incentives
Visit RNCemploymentservices.ca     
Hot Jobs page for local opportunities!  

  Get a 
New Job!

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

DOORS OPEN 2018
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DOORS OPEN 2018

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Hundreds of people from Aurora and beyond descended 
on local landmarks on Saturday for the annual Doors Open  
Aurora. This year’s event featured 14 sites of cultural  
interest and many featured sites clocked upwards of 500 visitors.  
Locations included (opposite, top row) Theatre Aurora,  
Merlin’s Hollow, (Opposite, Second Row) Rising Sun Mason-
ic Lodge, the Aurora Public Library, (Opposite, Bottom Row)  
Victoria Hall, which featured the works of many local artists,  
including Claire D’Aurore, (Above, Top Row) the Aurora Cultur-
al Centre, which hosted artist Rebecca Last and the Scarborough 
Model Railroaders, a walking tour led by historian David Heard, 
(middle row) Mami’s Bakery on Yonge Street, which is located in 
the former Pine Orchard Meeting House dating from 1820 and  
relocated to Aurora in 1945, the Aurora Readiness Shelter, and 
(Bottom) Hillary House, which showed off its barn for the first 
time. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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From page 1

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

Grand jury report sparks letter from Pope
the recommendations and prescribed 
treatments that were prescribed by the 
facilitators at Southdown.

John P. Connor was arrested in New 
Jersey in 1984 for sexually molesting a 
14-year-old.

The Grand Jury Report indicates 
that notes regarding Connor from 
Southdown indicated that “because 
of  Connor’s problem with alcohol, 
‘he acts out sexually with some 
preference to late adolescent males.’ 
They specifically warned against giving 

Connor responsibility for adolescence. 
In a September 3, 1985 memorandum 
to Bishop George Guilfoyle of  Camden 
from the Executive Director of  
Southdown, specifically cautioned that 
‘because of  the incident for which he was 
apprehended, we would not recommend 
any ministry would directly put him in a 
position of  responsibility for adolescents 
such as a teaching situation.’”

Indeed, the Grand Jury report 
indicates this was the case for a time as 
Connor was bounced around, but by 
1986, he was reassigned to a new church 
with “an unrestricted ministry. There 
was no warning to the parishioners of  
the church that he was an admitted child 
molester.”

“The Grand Jury further heard that 
Archbishop Bevilacqua also neglected 
to tell the pastor that Father Connor 
had a history of  alcohol abuse and that 
Southdown had warned that excessive 
use of  alcohol could increase the risk that 
the priest would act out sexually with 
adolescents. Thus, when Father Connor 
continued to drink, Father Donlon did 
not know to be especially concerned.”

Fifteen men came forward with 
claims of  sexual abuse and inappropriate 
touching at the hands of  John S. Hoehl 
from the 1970s through to the 1990s. 

The report notes that Hoehl was sent 
to Southdown for treatment in 1986 
following the first report of  abuse.  His 
course of  treatment was “approximately 
six months” and he was released on 
November 21 of  the same year.

“During his treatment at Southdown, 
the Director informed the Diocese 
that Hoehl had admitted he had been 
sexually involved with several high school 
students when headmaster at Quigley 
College (Baden, PA). At the conclusion of  
his treatment, Southdown provided the 
Diocese with an assessment that Hoehl, 
in fact was/is a pedophile.”

O’Malley, who died in 2004, is cited in 
at least two cases of  sexual assault and, in 
some cases, taking photographs of  teen 
boys in their underwear. 

He was in treatment at Southdown for 
much of  1998, according to the report, 
with correspondence dating back to 
February of  that year indicating O’Malley 
“stated he had a fantasy for ‘well-built 16, 
17 or 18-year-olds,’ along with continued 
over-involvement with youth and an 
inappropriate pre-occupation with things 
that attract youth.”

Van der Putten was the subject of  
numerous accusations of  sexual assault 
on young women.

After admitting involvement with 
a 16-year-old girl, including kissing, 
touching her breasts, and exposing his 
genitalia, arguing that the acts were “just 
attempts to build trust,” he was sent to 
Southdown in 2002.

“He admitted to recently fondling a 
young woman he met while on Christmas 
vacation in 2001,” notes the report. “The 
Southdown Institute found Van der 
Putten had ‘predatory behaviour.’”

 Barletta, who was ordained in 1966, 
and was treated at Southdown in 1995, is 

cited in the report with eight clear victims 
but notes those within the church have 
stated this number is closer to 25.

“In 1994, the Diocese listed Barletta as 
being on sabbatical. He had actually been 
sent to Southdown Treatment Centre. 
This information was never released to 
the parishioners of  the Diocese of  Erie. 
Barletta was housed, fed, and given 
therapy at Southdown at a significant 
cost to the parishioners of  Erie, which is 
detailed in Diocesan records.

“Deeper in the recesses of  the diocesan 
secret archives was a handwritten note 
from 1968. In this note, [The Bishop] 
wrote that Barletta, ‘spends much time 
in counselling high school boys – a small 
number only.’ Thus, the concerns about 
Barletta appear to have been raised early 
in his career.”

Freeman did two stints at Southdown 
after “he admitted to sexually violating 
children in at least five of  his six ministry 
assignments. 

Kelley, too, was at Southdown on 
two separate occasions, according to the 
report. The first was for a psychological 
assessment which lasted a week in 
September 1995. The second was 
residential treatment from April to 
September of  1996. He was accused 
of  inappropriate sexual conduct with at 
least five victims between the ages of  18 
and 25.

“Per his [assessment at Southdown] 
it was determined that Kelley should 
have restricted ministry that kept him 
away from young parishioners. Kelley 
disagreed with this assessment and 
asked Bishop Trautman to send him to 
a different facility for a second opinion. 

“A physician from DuBois, PA saw 
Kelley in 1996 and in March of  that 
year agreed with the course of  action 
that Southdown recommended. Soon 
afterward, Kelley was sent to Southdown 
for several months of  treatment.” 

He died in 2005. 
On Monday, Pope Francis released a 

letter to “the people of  God” responding 
to these cases in Pennsylvania and others 
around the globe, stating “we showed no 
care for the little ones.”

“With shame and repentance, we 
acknowledge as an ecclesial community 
that we were not where we should have 
been, that we did not act in a timely 
manner, realizing the magnitude and the 
gravity of  the damage done to so many 
lives,” he wrote. 

“We showed no care for the little ones; 
we abandoned them. I make my own the 
words of  the then Cardinal Ratzinger 
when, during the Way of  the Cross 
composed for Good Friday 2005, he 
identified with the cry of  pain of  so many 
victims and exclaimed: ‘How much filth 
there is in the Church, and even among 
those who, in the priesthood, ought to 
belong entirely to [Christ]! How much 
pride, how much self-complacency! 
Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their 
unworthy reception of  his body and 
blood, is certainly the greatest suffering 
endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his 
heart.’”
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CROSSWORD

Real Estate Law 

Estate Administration 
and Probate

Wills and 
Power of Attorney 

Family Law 
and Divorces

Notarizations 

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1   ⎜   Tel: (905) 726-3188  Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca   ⎜   jason@allanlaw.com

Jason Allan and Leslie Allan

allanlaw.ca

–  B A R R I S T E R S  A N D  S O L I C I T O R S   –

Well, the end of summer 
is not so far off! If you 
haven’t already discovered 
what is all the excitement 
about being outside, then 
please read on.

Not only in my own family 
but in countless others, 
people have discovered 
the health benefits of just 
being outside.  Yes, outside 
on your balcony, outside 
in the park, outside in your 
backyard or even if you are 
agile, out into the forest.  
Many of these individuals 
that I have spoken to have 
shared their anxieties and 
the depression they feel 
through life’s challenges 
and have the antidote for all 
of this, through being in the 
presence of nature itself.

There is something so beautiful, so life-
giving in being outside.  

Often people who say that being outside 
with nature helps them feel that they have 
more energy, they feel happier and enjoy 
a greater sense of purpose and meaning in 
their lives.

I know this sounds impossible, but being 
outside for any length of time is good for 
you.

When one is outside, individuals seem 
to behave in a more environmentally 
sustainable way. No matter what you are 
going through, and all of us are going 
through something.

Literally taking in the lush scents of 
natural surroundings—lake air, flowers, 
fresh dirt, dewy grass—jump-starts the 
body’s limbic system, a.k.a. the brain’s key 
emotional center.

It regulates the fight-or-flight response 
and is involved in the expression of emotions 
and memory formation and retrieval.

When you breathe air close to 
nature, you’re also more likely to inhale 
phytoncides, essential oils released from 
plants and trees, such as oak and pine, that 
promote the function of natural killer cells 
in the body (which are key to the immune 
system) and are being studied as a cancer 
treatment. Nature exposure also lowers our 
risk of cardiovascular disease, improves our 
immune system, increases self-esteem and 
encourages social connections. A recent 
study found that nature can even speed up 
healing.

We could definitely learn something 
from the Indigenous peoples in Canada 
and their cultural ways of living in harmony 
with nature and respecting what our natural 
habitat has to offer.

It is not just vacations such as camping or 
fishing trips that can be therapeutic. Don’t 
worry if you are not one of these individuals, 

the key is spending even 
a short period of time 
with nature results in the 
same significant physical 
and psychological health 
benefits. Not only can fresh 
air and natural scenery 
have a positive impact on 
adults, outdoor activities for 
children can also improve 
the overall quality of kids’ 
lives.

With increased exposure 
to natural sunlight, incidents 
of seasonal affective disorder 
decrease diminish. When 
individuals are exposed to 
natural sunlight, the vitamin 
D in their skin helps to 
elevate their moods as well. 
So, dear readers …hit the 
road Jack!

I sincerely hope this 
article convinces you to be as much outside 
as possible each day.

I have just turned to my spouse and see 
the benefits he has had as well, lower blood 
pressure, strong heart, loss of weight and a 
renewed sense of energy and life.  It doesn’t 
get better than that.  By the way, don’t 
forget your camera and maybe you can 
capture a little nature on your film and bring 
it home with you.  Take care of yourselves 
and remember, every day is a gift, so make 
the most of your time and enjoy all what 
God has to offer.

Have a wonderful August and see you in 
September!

HAPPENINGS 
AT THE SENIORS CENTRE

THE EVERGREEN CHOIR has a new 
Director, Dan Lenz. The Choir starts 
rehearsals on Wednesday, September 12 at 
1:45 pm for picking up their music and they 
start singing at 2 pm. The rehearsals finish 
each Wednesday at 3:30 pm. For those of 
you who have been considering joining a 
choir, this is a perfect opportunity. You will 
meet Dan on September 12. No experience 
is necessary. You don’t have to audition. You 
just have to enjoy singing. You will make 
new friends and feel wonderful at the end 
of each rehearsal.

SHINING CHARLEVOIX, MAGNIFICENT 
MONT TREMBLANT AND QUAINT QUEBEC 
CITY this is how the poster for the planned 
trip to the Province of Quebec reads. If 
you are interested, the trip takes place 
September 16 to 22 and costs $1699 per 
person for two sharing a room, and $2299 
for a single room. The person to contact 
regarding this trip at the Seniors Centre is 
Andrew Bailey at 905-727-3123 extension 
3611. 

Nature 
and Your 

Health

SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle

One
Book

One
Aurora

 Photography Contest

In Strangers with the Same Dream, the land itself becomes one of 
the characters in the book. Capture your relationship with the land 

in this year’s OBOA photography contest. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 

Please send submissions to: brock@auroran.com 
Submission Deadline: Friday September 28

WINNING ENTRY SECEIVES A 
GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR A MOVIE DATE NIGHT. 

The winner will be announced at APL’s Ontario Public Library Week 
Open House on Monday October 15

One
Book

One
Aurora

150

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

AURORA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

  * Must be a minimum of 16 years of age 

  * Employees/Board members of APL and their 

     immediate families are ineligible to win. 

  * Photos must be high-res for print
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

HOME CARE

HEATING /AIR CONDITIONING

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION • PROCESS COOLING • AMMONIA

151 Applewood Cres., Unit 17
Concord, Ontario
L4K 4E3

Tel: 416-410-3450
thermalconcepts@rogers.com

ThermalConcepts.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

PAINTING

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Smart Led Lighting Technology 
ECRA/ESA  #7010869

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

sales@nexstarlighting.com 905.727.2001

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

SPA

TAR AND CHIP

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

WATER

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

DEATH NOTICES

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

SERVICES

FOR SALE

Barber or Stylist wanted 
for full time position 
905-727-6212, ask for Alfred
In Aurora Shopping Centre Plaza (next to No Frills)

UPHOLSTERERS
Specializing in:

Auto • Boat  • Plane Trim  
Restoration • Custom jobs

email:  kdf.upholsterers@gmail.com
Dorlando

WE BUY AND SELL  
USED FURNITURE

iPHONE X. Five months old. Perfect condition. Includes: two plugins, one short white, one 
5’. earphones, protection screen, grey leather case and clear plastic case. 256 GB. Top of  the 
line.  New $1,495 (without accessories) asking $1,000 for everything. Call 905-503-0420 - leave 
a message.

PART TIME PRIVATE SCHOOL VAN DRIVER.Good driving record. Police check. Class 
F or B license. 1.5 hrs. in the  morning - 1.5 hrs. in afternoon. Call Dan 289-231-9818.

It is with great sadness and heavy 
hearts that we announce the passing  

of Wayne, beloved son of the late  
Nellie Hutchinson and the late  

Arthur Hutchinson on July 31 2018. 
He is remembered and mourned by 

his siblings Carlos Ferguson(Wendy), 
Carol Hutchinson-Mapp (Nigel),  

Barbara Hutchinson, Donald 
Hutchinson (Elizabeth), Lisa 

Hutchinson and the late Marie 
Hutchinson. He is also remembered 

by his many nieces and nephews 
and extended family. He is fondly 

remembered by his long time  
partner Martha and friends Carol 
and Gary of Calgary. Wayne was 
born in Leeds, Yorkshire England  
on December 7, 1958, raised in  

Aurora, Ontario and was a  
long-time resident of Calgary,  

Alberta at the time of his death.  
Cremation has taken place and  
a private family memorial will  

take place at a later date. 

Hutchinson, Wayne Edward 
1958-2018

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23
Canadian Blood Services will host a Blood 

Donor Clinic today at the Aurora Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) from 2.30 – 7.30 p.m. 
Summer donors are needed to help hospital 
patients! Please schedule your appointment to 
#GiveLife now. For more information, call 1-888-
236-6283.

* * * * 
York Region Food Network will host a 

Garden to Table open house today from 4 – 7 
p.m. Participate in family-friendly games and 
activities, snack on delicious and local food, learn 
about food programs in the community and more 

at this free event. 350 Industrial Parkway South. 
For more information, email kateg@yrfn.ca. 

* * * * 
Come out to Town Park (49 Wells Street) 

tonight for Aurora’s Movies in the Park, featuring 
The Incredibles on the big screen. Arrive early 
to enjoy some action-packed activities starting at 
7:30pm. The movie will begin at dusk. Movies are 
free, a food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry 

is appreciated. For your seating comfort, please 
bring your own lawn chairs. 

AUGUST 24 – 26
The tastiest event of the year will be taking 

place at Machell Park, as the rib teams get fired up 
starting on Friday, August 24. Not only will there 
be the tastiest ribs but also roasted yams, roasted 
corn on the cob, beavertails and many other dishes 
for every appetite. The event will include live 

entertainment, an inflatable midway and more. 
Open Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
(age of majority after 8 p.m.), and Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday’s entertainment includes 
the Stacey Renee band and followed by headliner 
Rik Emmett & RESolution 9 performing at 8 p.m. 
Saturday’s entertainment includes Lou Moore 
& Friends, the Hoedown Showdown Semifinals, 
Wendy Laurier and the Renaissance Band, and 
headliners Platinum Blonde. Additional bands, 
including The Good Brothers and Rose Cora 
Perry hit the stage on Sunday. For more, including 
a full lineup of events and concerts, visit www.
aurora.ca/ribfest.

Gone home to be with God on Sunday, August 19th, 2018 at 12:30pm. Helen Dawn 
age 84, daughter of  the late Michael and Margaret. Beloved wife of  the late Robert 
“Jerry” Dawn. Loving mother of  Diane (the late Bruce), Murray, Richard (Kate), 
Laura (David), and Ann (Heiko). Devoted Nana to Dawn (Nick), Meghan, Bethany 
(Michael), Allison (John), Darryl (Cassandra), Emily, Blair, James, Andrew, Grant and 
Amy and great-Nana to Ivy and Oscar. Big sister to Jim Wells. Will be greatly missed 
by many nieces and nephews. Lifelong member of  St. Andrews Presbyterian Aurora, 
and founder of  Martha’s Table. Thanks to the Kawartha Lake Palliative Care Staff. 
A Celebration of  Life will be held at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, 32 Mosley 
St, Aurora, ON L4G 1G9, on Saturday, August 25, 2018 at 12:30PM. Reception to 
follow.  In lieu of  flowers donations can be made to the Ross Memorial Hospital or the 
Stronach Cancer Center. 

Agnes Helen Dawn (née Wells)
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