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Theatre, studios proposed for 
Library Square addition

By Brock Weir

The future of  Library Square 
could take a step forward this week 
with the approval of  a three-storey 
addition to the Church Street School.

Tentatively approved by Council 
members at the Committee level last 
Tuesday, the modern addition, which 
would contrast with the heritage 

attributes of  the historic downtown 
landmark, would include a new 
atrium, ample studio space, and a 
flexible “black box” theatre with 
seating for 250.

Should the Committee’s decision 
be ratified this week, work will 
begin on a new laneway and other 
components of  Library Square to 
provide connectivity between the 
area’s two anchor buildings – the 

Aurora Public Library and the 
Church Street School, home to the 
Aurora Cultural Centre and Aurora 
Museum & Archives – and commit 
funding for the addition, which will 
spur the design process. 

Final costs for the addition will 
become clear after the design process, 
at which time Council will make 
a firm commitment on how much 

Continued on page  2

Two-day party 
planned for 
Canada151

By Brock Weir

Canada 150 may have come and 
gone, but there are more than enough 
reasons to party as Canada turns 151.

Aurora is pulling out all the stops 
this weekend to maintain the title 
of  Canada’s Birthday Town, with 
two days of  festivities starting this 
Saturday, June 30.

The party begins with the Rotary 
Dance in the Park, which runs at 

STRAWBERRIES SPREAD SMILES – The Aurora Farmers’ Market held their annual  
Strawberry Festival on Saturday. While Mother Nature didn’t cooperate, drenching  
shoppers and music lovers alike, Market volunteer Devin was on hand to make sure  
everyone got a berry. For more, see Page 5.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

RISING FROM THE ASHES – The history of Aurora United Church, which marks its 200th anniversary this year, will be celebrated this 
week with the opening of a new bicentennial exhibit at the Aurora Museum & Archives. Here, historian Helen Roberts displays a brick salvaged 
from the ashes of the church’s 2014 fire, alongside original artwork by parishioner Holly Williamson, incorporating pieces from the church’s old 
organ, depicting the phoenix rising from the ashes. For more on the exhibition, see Page 20. For an update on the church’s rebuilding efforts, 
see Page 3. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Town Park from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Featuring the Optimist Food Truck 

and the Rotary Beer Garden, the 
entertainment gets underway at 6.20 
p.m. with Louisa & The Planets, 
followed an hour later by Bernadette 
Connors. The band Six Ways to 
Sunday then takes over the bandshell 
from 9 – 11 p.m. to close out the 
night.

The party continues Sunday, 
Canada Day proper, with the annual 
Canada Day Parade, which starts on 
Yonge Street at 10 a.m., working its 
way from Mosley Street southbound 
to Murray Drive. From the parade 
route, the fun shifts over to Lambert 
Willson Park, just behind the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex on 
Industrial Parkway North, where the 

party continues well into the night.
“I always love seeing the Colour 

Guard come out with the Town 
Crier,” says Shelley Ware, Special 
Events Coordinator for the Town of  
Aurora, on the start of  the Canada 
Day Parade. “Then, we have five 
marching bands from the White 
Heather Band, to the Uxbridge 
Band, the Barrie Pipes and Drums, 
and returning again this year is the 
Governor General’s Horse Guards 
and Calvary Bands. It is not just about 
bands, we also have multicultural 
performers that are staggered into 
the bands. We have two dragons 
and one Chinese lion which will be 
orchestrated and moving in synch. 
We also have other multicultural 
performers, including a Hawaiian 
dance group, a Chinese group, a 

Portuguese group and I believe the 
final group is a Russian group of  
dancers.

“We have a healthy mix of  
community participants, from the 
Farmers’ Market, to the Aurora 
Garden & Horticultural Society, a 
variety of  those types of  groups. They 
will be infused, again, with a healthy 
mix of  bands, dancers, and community 
groups that are participating in the 
parade procession.”

Post-parade, organizers hope to 
continue the momentum felt in last 
year’s Canada 150 commemorations 
over at Lambert Willson Park with 
the ever-popular Passport program, 
which takes party-goers, particularly 
youngsters, on a virtual tour 
across the country with 13 hands-
on activities representing each of  
Canada’s provinces and territories.

Visitors to “Ontario”, for instance, 
will be treated to a geocaching 
activity, which highlights Halliburton, 
ON’s position as third in the entire 
world for geocaching. Next door in 
“Manitoba”, Scientational Ssnakes 
will bring together an elaborate 
display of  slithery creatures, noting 
the largest gathering of  mating garter 
snakes in the world, which gathers in 
the prairie province each year in May 
before dispersing – a little known fact 
about the Province. 

“As families tour throughout the 
provinces and territories, we’re 
hoping they take a new experience 
or a new piece of  information so, 
six weeks after Canada Day, when 
they are visiting friends, they can say, 
guess what I learned? They can say 
they learned it at Aurora’s Canada 
Day festivities,” says Ms. Ware.

In addition to the Passport tour, the 
Canada Day festivities will feature 
with live on-stage entertainment, 
kicking off  with the Welsman 
Brothers Band, which has its roots in 
Wells Street Public School, where the 

siblings attended elementary school.
Their performance will be followed 

by the traditional free pancake 
breakfast run this year by the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora in conjunction with 
Enbridge, the Canada Day birthday 
cake cutting, and the citizenship 
reaffirmation ceremony.

The musical program will then 
resume with the Patty McLaughlin 
Band and Delayne Drive, before the 
Top 8 contestants in the Aurora Teen 
Idol competition duke it out for the 
crown, with former Teen Idol Louisa 
Barbosa and her band, Louisa & The 
Planets, performing between rounds.

Once the 2018 Aurora Teen Idol 
is named, its over to Hot Rocks, a 
tribute to the Rolling Stones, which 
will keep the party rocking through 
to the popular fireworks display at 
dusk.

Throughout the day, there will be 
a Community Zone, which provides 
a showcase to the myriad community 
groups that call Aurora Home. Local 
scouts, for instance, will host a giant 
Connect Four battle while offering an 
opportunity to learn all about what 
the Scouting program offers. 

The Queen’s York Rangers will 
have two military vehicles on site for 
party-goers to explore. In addition, 
historical displays and interpretations 
will be hosted by Science North, 
Viking heritage artists, Black Creek 
Pioneer Village, and the Ontario 
Provincial Police.

Hands-on activities will be 
facilitated by Home Depot as 
well, with their Home Depot Kidz 
Workshop between 12 noon and 3 
p.m. Past activities have included tool 
kits and bird house, but to find out 
what you can build this year, there’s 
only one way to find out: head over 
to Lambert Willson Park. 

For more information on Aurora’s 
Canada Day celebrations, visit www.
aurora.ca/canadaday. 

Canada’s Birthday Town rolls out two days of Canada Day festivities



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018Page  2             Page 3

AURORA - 14845 Yonge Street • (905) 726-3000
SALE ENDS JULY 31, 2018LIKE US ON       FOR MORE GREAT SPECIALS!LIKE US ON       FOR MORE GREAT SPECIALS!

    Natural Medicine W
or

ks
 

1993 - 2018Years
25

MANAGE 
STRESS & MOOD

Bonus size 150 vcaps

Naka’s Pro BioMax B Complex:
• Most Bioavailable forms of 
B Vitamins
• Added Sensoril® Ashwaghadha,  
Rhodiola and Panax Ginseng for 
stress and mood management

IMMUNE 
BOOSTER

100 ml

Black Seed Oil is recognized 
for its immune-boosting 
properties. A traditional remedy 
backed by medical research, 
it is an effective antioxidant, 
antibacterial and antiviral. 

FATIGUED? 
STRESSED?

120 caps

Ortho Adapt mobilizes 
internal energy stores. 
Reduces the impact of 
stressful situations. Activates 
whole-body defenses. 

HEART HEALTH

Bonus Size - 150 sgels

CoQ10 is required 
by every cell in our 
body. It supports 
heart health, promotes 
healthy gums, and 
restores energy and 
vitality.

CALCIUM 
ABSORPTION

120 vcaps

Vitamin K2 is essential for 
heart health. It helps guide 
calcium to where it is needed 
and away from areas where 
excess calcium can cause 
problems.  

ULTRA GENTLE 
MAGNESIUM

500 ml

Magnesium is involved in 
everything from DNA synthesis, 
energy production and 
metabolism, to muscle strength, 
nerve function, heart rate 
regulation and bone building.

SMOOTH SKIN, 
STRONG NAILS

90 vcaps

BioSil patented ch-OSA 
complex is absorbed 
by the body, where it 
acts to promote the 
production of collagen. 

TRAVELERS’ 
PROBIOTIC

30 vcaps

Travelers’ Probiotic is a side 
effect–free solution for the 
symptoms of travelers’ sickness, 
which include diarrhea, nausea, 
abdominal cramps, vomiting, 
and bloating.

VISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
$25 GIFT CARD $2500

GIFT CARD

Years
25

VISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN AVISIT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A

Happy birthday CanadA
It’s Our 

Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!Birthday TOO!
1993-2018

• Providing Excellent Service 
• Knowledgeable Practitioners
• Quality Products 
• Competitive Prices
 Your Satisfaction is Our Guarantee

TRAVELERS’ 
PROBIOTIC
Travelers’ Probiotic is a side 
effect–free solution for the 

25% 
o� ABSORPTION

Vitamin K2 is essential for 
heart health. It helps guide 

25% 
o� 

HEART HEALTH

heart health, promotes 

25% 
o� 

ULTRA GENTLE 

everything from DNA synthesis, everything from DNA synthesis, 

25% 
o� 

STRONG NAILS
BioSil patented ch-OSA 
complex is absorbed 
by the body, where it 

production of collagen. 

25% 
o� 

FATIGUED? 
STRESSED? 25% 

o� 

LIKE US ON       FOR MORE GREAT SPECIALS!

STRESS & MOOD
Naka’s Pro BioMax B Complex:

25% 
o� 

SALE ENDS JULY 31, 2018

Black Seed Oil is recognized 

25% 
o� 

Visit us in-store 
for more details!

Contest ends July 31, 2018. 

Proud Member

YORK PRIDE – The annual York Pride Festival  
concluded at Newmarket’s Riverwalk Commons with  
partying into the night, featuring a full afternoon of 
live performances, including drag, and, inset, music spun 
from the stage. 

Auroran photos  
by Glenn Rodger

Plans for new Aurora United Church set to take  
a step forward

By Brock Weir

In its 200th anniversary year, the 
next chapter of  Aurora United Church 
congregation is set to flip a page forward 
this week.

Council is set to ratify a newly amended 
site plan this week that includes designs for 
the rebuilt Aurora United Church (AUC) 
at its historic site at Yonge and Tyler Streets 
and an adjacent seven storey retirement 
residence that will be built in conjunction 
with the church.

While site developers will not likely 
be able to formally break ground on the 
rebuild until the fall as Official Plan appeals 
are still working their way through the 
system ahead of  a hearing slated for this 
September, the site plan approval is a major 
hurdle towards the church’s end goal.

The tentative site plan approval, which 
came at last week’s General Committee 
meeting, came on the heels of  a settlement 
reached between developers and 
neighbouring residents over plans for the 
retirement residence.

Neighbours, primarily on Temperance 
Street, just behind where the residence is 
slated to be built, objected not only to the 
massing of  the building but also setbacks 
from the street, and took the matter to the 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB).

Before giving the green light at the 
Committee level, Council members said 
they were glad those details had been 

hammered out.
“In the letter we received this afternoon 

from the appellants’ lawyer, they mention…
they had been working with the applicant 
and they made some considerable progress 
with respect to resolving some of  their 
concerns,” said Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, after Councillor John 
Abel said he was “pleased” to read the letter 
as residents’ satisfaction is key.  

“The official plan amendment was 
appealed by one of  the residents and that is 
in front of  the Tribunal. The applicant then 
appealed the zoning bylaw application, 
which is in front of  the Tribunal as well. As 
Council is aware, prior to executing the site 
plan agreement and pulling permits, staff  
works with the applicant to tailor the zoning 
bylaw to the site plan. There is a Tribunal 
hearing scheduled for September, so I 
am sure the applicant, the appellant and 
staff  will be involved as well to ensure the 
[documents] are finalized for the Tribunal 
issue.”

With this hurdle out of  the way, Council 
members expressed their satisfaction that 
momentum was now behind efforts to 
rebuild AUC after the nearly 150-year-old 
building was levelled by a disastrous fire in 
April 2014.

“It was horrifically sad that day, but I can 
see it just pulled our community together 
and made us closer,” said Councillor 
Sandra Humfyres. “I am really looking 
forward to seeing this place of  worship 
on the main focal point of  Yonge Street, 

where it is going to serve many purposes, 
and I really look forward to the integrated 
support – a central place where people can 
go, central to our downtown core, and I 
want to say thank you to everyone.”

Added Councillor Abel: “The re-
establishment of  the United Church is a 
significant benefit to our community and 
we count on the services and support they 
provide. I am very pleased to be in support 
of  this motion put before us.”

The new church, as presented, will be a 
modern twist on the classic church design, 
with a large amount of  glass on the façade 
acting as a window into the sanctuary. 
The gothic twin towers, which were an 
iconic feature of  the former church, will 
be echoed in the rebuild, and the rebuilt 
facility will feature a series of  stained glass 
windows salvaged from the fire which once 
provided a focal point to passers-by on 
Yonge Street.

“Shortly before the fire, I was in the 
United Church to attend a memorial 
service for a friend of  mine and the 
church looked so beautiful, they had done 
such a wonderful job, and then the fire 
happened,” recalled Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner. “I am looking forward to having 
the United Church back in its position and 

looking beautiful – looking different, but 
beautiful once again.”

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: “I 
think the Church is going to be back 
where it rightfully belongs in the heart of  
the Downtown and I think this is exciting 
times not only for the church, but for 
the Town itself, with the United Church 
being rebuilt...Library Square, and there’s 
Niagara College coming. It is exciting 
times for Aurora.”

Other Councillors shared this 
excitement, noting the benefits the rebuild 
plans will bring to the downtown core once 
brought to reality.

“I think we’re all eager to see the 
Church rebuilt and reclaim its position 
in the downtown core,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. It is nice to see all the 
hard work is coming to fruition. I know 
that many have been involved in trying to 
address some of  the causes and concerns 
that have gone on. Maybe they have lost a 
few hairs over it all, but it sounds like from 
my colleagues that for the first time this item 
has been before us it will be unanimously 
approved. I know the last time there were 
two Councillors who voted against this 
and it sounds like they have changed their 
mind, so I am glad to see it unanimous.”
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A passport can only guarantee so 
much these days.

It promises safe passage, sure, but 
that is not entirely in your hands.

Before you go anywhere, you need 
to do your due diligence to make sure 
you have whatever you might require, 
bone up on the local traditions and 
customs so you can get yourself  
through the minefield with minimal 
disruption, stress, and destress, and 
make sure you’re as up to date as you 
can possibly be on your destination’s 
political climate so, once again, 
you can navigate yourself  through 
whatever situation through which you 
might have to navigate.

Some of  these waters are rougher 
than others, but it is a strange feeling 
when they’re basically lapping up on 
your shoreline.

It’s equally strange when you’re 
preparing to go into the United States 
not entirely sure what you are going 
to get. I try to get down there a few 
times a year to visit myriad friends 
scattered throughout the country and 
lately, as I am sure many of  you can 
appreciate, preparing for the trip is a 
very different animal than it was just a 
couple of  years ago.

The first time I noticed it was a trip 
to Manhattan last June.

It was my first visit to the United 
States since the previous fall’s 
Presidential election and given the 
reports of  divisiveness we had been 
receiving since that time, I was 
unsure what I would be experiencing. 
Granted, Manhattan is typically a 
diverse Democratic stronghold, so 
chances were this divisiveness would 
not be evident on the surface.

This was, in the end, very much 
the case. While some people I know 
to be particularly civic and politically 
minded were, perhaps in hindsight, 
just a little bit less forthcoming with 
their personal views in everyday public 
conversation, lest, of  course, they be 
overheard by the “wrong people”, 
people more or less appeared to be on 
the same page – and truth be told, this 
particular page was one of  derision of  
the current administration.

My next trip, over the New Year’s 
holiday to the same destination, 
followed a similar pattern. 

April, on the other hand, was very 
much a different story.

Before departing for Dallas, TX, I 
was given a few pointers from my host.

Don’t mention Trump, he advised, 
because the very drop of  the name 
would attract a flurry of  MAGA hat-
wearing supporters who would likely 
be packing heat in the open-carry 
area. 

He didn’t have to tell me twice. 
Well, maybe he did, as I didn’t 

exactly try to hide my light under a 
bushel, damn the consequences. After 
all, we’re always told it is not healthy 
to bottle things up!

These pre-flight tips were, of  course, 
well-intentioned, but perhaps they 
were a little bit alarmist. Aside from a 
couple of  turned heads, the best I got 
out of  someone was a huff  or a snort.

This past week, however, offered a 
very different experience.

Once again in New York City for 
my annual summer vacation – usually 
always taken at the beginning of  
June, but delayed this year to see the 
2018 Provincial Election through to 
its thrilling conclusion! – there was a 
strained atmosphere.

Maybe it would have been different 
had I gone at the beginning of  the 
month when the issue of  migrant 
children separated from their families 
at the nation’s southern border was just 
simmering away on the backburner, 
but this simmer had turned into a 
violent boil by the time I had arrived.

It appeared as though the people 
I was visiting were shouldering a 
burden, a yoke, a feeling veering 
dangerously close to being defeated.

This sense of  defeat was bolstered 
by anger but, at the same time, 
tempered with a sense of  helplessness.

“This is what it is like,” said one 
friend over lunch, before getting 
interrupted by another.

“This is what what is like?” I pressed, 
once conversation swung back my way.

“I keep thinking, this is what it 

must have been like to live in Nazi 
Germany, knowing what you’re living 
and seeing every day is wrong you 
can’t figure out what you can do about 
it,” he continued. 

This floored me. Although, truth 
be told, the thought had crossed my 
mind, looking on from the comfort of  
Canada, hearing it out of  the mouth 
of  an American brought reality down 
with a thud. 

Thankfully, this exchanged spurred 
a further discussion around the table 
on just what could, in fact, be done to 
effect change, in however small a way, 
and that sense of  defeat was turned 
around into determination. 

And here I thought the only thing I 
had to face was guilt about pumping 
money into the U.S. economy in the 
middle of  a trade war on a trip that 
was booked well before the tariffs 
dropped.

I write this with less than a week to 
go before Canada Day.

In contrast to what has been going 
on in the United States, at this time 
last year, many of  us here in Canada 
were living with mixed feelings. On 
the one hand, we were gearing up 
for the Canada 150 celebrations, a 
party over a century-and-a-half  in 
the making, a thought which initially 
appeared to be a cause for celebration. 
On the other, as the day approached, 
we were increasingly reminded 
of  the darker aspects of  our own 
history, particularly the treatment 
experienced by Indigenous peoples 
at the hands of  European settlers.

“A celebration?” many started 
asking. “What is there to celebrate?”

Indeed, initial thoughts of  a 
“celebration” ultimately – although 
hardly uniformly – turned into a 
“commemoration” and, ultimately 
reflection about where we’ve been 
and where we’re going. 

As attention now turns to Canada 
Day, perhaps it is time once again 
to celebrate who we are now, what 
we stand for, and double down on 
preserving what it is we actually 
have here as a nation. 

Sadly, as we have come to see in 
recent years, what we have, what 
was once shared, can be all too 
fragile.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

“It was truly an 
honour to serve,” says 
Chris Ballard

A celebration of  who we are 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com. 
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Main number 905-727-3300  •  Fax number  905-727-2620

Subscriptions available within Canada and U.S.
email: administration@auroran.com

Founder 
Ron Wallace  

Publisher Emeritus 
Rosemary Schumaker 

EDITORIAL POLICY
Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors  
and letter writers are not necessarily those of  The  
Auroran. Letters must include name and 
phone number, although number will not be  
published. Letters may be edited or refused. All  
contents protected by copyright.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Publisher is not liable for slight changes or  
typographical errors that do not lessen the value of  an  
advertisement. Disputes must be brought to the  
attention of  the publisher prior to the following edition. 

THE AURORAN
Aurora’s Community Newspaper 

The Auroran Newspaper Company Ltd. 
15213 Yonge Street, Suite 8 

ADVERTISING
Jamie Steranka
Jamie@lpcmedia.ca

EDITOR
Brock Weir
brock@auroran.com

GENERAL MANAGER
Zach Shoub
zach@auroran.com

TODAYS NEW HOMES
Zach Shoub
zach@auroran.com

CLASSIFIEDS
905-727-3300 ex.102
cynthia@auroran.com

MOTORING
Heather Erwin
heather@caledoncitizen.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Cynthia Proctor
cynthia@auroran.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Glenn Rodger
grodger@rogers.com

ADVERTISING
Zach Shoub
zach@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Doug Sherritt 
doug@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING
Diane Buchanan
diane@auroran.com

To submit a letter to the editor, 
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions 

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

I am grateful to the residents of  
Aurora and Newmarket for giving me 
the privilege to serve as your Member 
of  Provincial Parliament. A special 
thank you to my dedicated staff, both in 
my constituency office and at Queen’s 
Park. I wish Christine Elliott all the 
best as the new MPP for Newmarket-
Aurora.

While I will miss the work on behalf  
of  the residents of  our communities, 
I leave with great memories. Our 
communities are unique and wonderful 
places to live, work and play. While 
growing in size, they haven’t lost their 
small town appeal.

Back in 2014, when I was elected, 
I promised to work on a number 
of  issues that are important to local 
residents: protecting the Oak Ridges 
Moraine and the Greenbelt, improving 
GO Train service, increasing funding 
for our hospital, working closely with 
municipal government; advocating 
for jobs and reforming the Ontario 
Municipal Board – to name a few.

I can honestly say that all the “boxes” 
have been ticked, and even more was 
accomplished in four busy years. But 
the most fulfilling part of  the job was 
constituency work – the day-to-day 
work helping residents and businesses 
access government services, or simply 
helping them with a personal problem. 
My staff  cared a great deal about 
people and I am thankful for their work 
in helping thousands of  constituents.

I was excited when my very first 
Private Member’s Bill to have the 
Chair of  York Region Council directly 
elected by residents was made law. In 
the upcoming municipal election, you 
and I will – for the first time – have the 
opportunity to vote for the person who 
is the most powerful politician in York 
Region.

Before my Bill was made law, 
the Chair was appointed by fellow 
councillors.

As a new MPP, I soon learned 
how underserved York Region is for 
mental health services and how dire 
the situation is. I worked to bring new 
mental health beds to Southlake and to 
gather stakeholders to create a Mental 
Health Hub in our area for adults and 
teens. That hub proposal is almost 
ready and I hope the new government 
will see fit to properly fund it.

I got into politics to help people. That 
was always my focus. 

As a first term MPP, I was humbled 
to be asked by the Premier to join her 
Cabinet as Minister of  Housing and 
Minister Responsible for the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy. Later, I was thrilled 
to be made Minister of  Environment 
and Climate Change, two areas I am 
passionate about. As with my time on 
Aurora Town Council, my priority 
at both ministries was making our 
communities sustainable. 

So, friends, both new and old, I 
will see you around town. I’ll have a 
bit more time to chat at the Farmers’ 
Market, when shopping locally or at 
any number of  local events.

Above all, thank you for entrusting 
me with this wonderful riding. It was 
truly an honour.

Chris Ballard
Aurora 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018Page  4             Page 5

Our second Special Event of  the season, 
Strawberry Fest, took place on Saturday in 
the rain which caused us some problems. 
Some of  our programming had to be 
cancelled as we couldn’t ask children to 
sit on wet benches for Storytime with the 
library, for example. However, our intrepid 
band, the Coyotes, were great sports and 
played almost all morning, right up until 
the Market closed for the day. We’re very 
grateful to them.

As the season progresses, the farmers 
have more and more Ontario produce 
appearing on their tables. You will find 
strawberries galore, as well as still some 
asparagus and rhubarb. There are now all 
kinds of  beautiful salad greens as well as 
sprouts. I brought home some beet sprouts 
for the first time. Also available were spring 
salad greens mixed with edible flowers 
which would make a gorgeous presentation 
for guests.

The next new vendor I’d like to tell you 
about is Providence Hill Farm.

The owners describe it as a steadily 
evolving project that their family has been 
building together over the last several 
years. They grow non-certified organically 
using a low/no till approach which focuses 
on amending and improving the top soils 
over time, rather than depleting them 
which can happen in traditional farming. 
They make extensive use of  tarps and row 
covers to help kill weeds and to protect 
from insect damage so there is no need to 
use any chemical sprays at all. While they 

grow a variety of  seasonal market veggies, 
their main passion is producing beautiful 
artisanal lettuces and specialty greens such 
as arugula, spinach, mizuna, tatsoi, chard 
and kale. They also have a wide selection 
of  organic micro greens which are 
amazing for their intense flavor as well as 
for containing many times the nutrients of  
their fully-grown forms. In addition, they 
are simply beautiful.

Both Beth and Lex grew up as city kids 
but had the desire for a more rural, self-
sustaining life style in which to raise their 
three children. Let’s just say that they read 
a lot of  Harrowsmith magazines in their 
youth!

Beth had been taught the wonders of  
nature and the simple rustic life by her 
parents who stole the family away every 
weekend of  her childhood to a small cabin 
they had built. The cabin had no power 
or running water and Lex also had fond 
dreams of  his grandparents’ farm in rural 
Slovakia.

Beth and Lex finally escaped from the 
city to rural Schomberg in the mid-90s and 

enrolled the children in Waldorf  education. 
After a couple of  moves, 14 years ago they 
took the plunge and bought a 12.5 acre 
farm just outside Nobleton. Their ultimate 
desire was to create a lifestyle where they 
could be home fully for the family while 
comfortably supporting themselves.

Beth began an in-home dog boarding 
facility and Lex adjusted his company’s 
structure to allow him to run it remotely 
from home. That’s when they realized 
they had the time that most of  their friends 
spent commuting in which to explore 
their interests. They always had loved 
gardening and loved the seasonal rituals 
of  growing some of  their own food. So, 
when Lex began to passionately educate 
himself  about some of  the newer methods 
of  intensive micro farming, they were all 
hooked. Their sons, Griffin and Landis, 
help on the farm and daughter, Aurora, 
helps at the Aurora Farmers’ Market on 
Saturdays. She loves this time when she can 
connect with the community and she gets 
a well-deserved rest from her adorable and 
active 11/2 year old son, Jack. I encourage 
you to find their booth in the park and try 
some of  their exquisite greens.

The next visit from Natalie Allan is on 
July 7 when she will again be teaching two 
yoga classes in the park. Her Prenatal class 
runs from 9.15-10.15 and the Hatha yoga 
class runs from 10.45-11.45 a.m. 

I will tell you more about her in my next 
column.

See you at the Market!

A very wet Strawberry Festival

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston
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Previous poll results
Following Thursday’s election results,  

are you optimistic about the next four years?

44%
YES NO UNSURE

45% 11%

TIME TRAVELLER’S 
DIARY

Michelle Johnson

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating 

our new exhibition…
Aurora United Church:  

200 Years at Yonge and Tyler,  
and the Journey Continues

(June 27 – October 1)

The lot at the corner of Yonge and Tyler stands 
empty today. Four years ago, a devastating fire 
destroyed the home of the congregation of the 
Aurora Methodist/United Church. But it was not 
the first fire that members of the church had ex-
perienced. Nor was it the first struggle they had 
faced in their 200 year history. This new exhibi-
tion, guest curated by the Aurora United Church 
200th Anniversary Committee, delves into the 
rich history of the church and celebrates their 200 
year anniversary.

Ghost Town
In only a few days I’ll practically have 

the Town to myself.
At least, it will seem that way.
It’s never ceases to amaze me what a 

ghost town Aurora becomes on summer 
long week-ends.

The streets are empty, there are no lines 
at the grocery stores, and you can always 
get a table at your favourite restaurant.

It’s equal parts delightful and eerie.
I suppose a lot of  people must have 

cottages, or better for them from that pesky 
having-to-do-all-that-icky-maintenance-
like-fixing-the-septic-system perspective, 
get invited to other people’s cottages.

Or maybe they take advantage of  the 
week-end GO train service and disappear 
southward to the big city for a few days.

For whatever reason, it’s their loss, 
because they’re missing out on a lot of  fun 
right here in Aurora.

Take this week-end, for example. Our 
country’s 151th birthday may not have 
the cache of  last year’s150th, but it’s still 
reason to celebrate.

Although technically not part of  the 
Canada Day festivities, the week-end’s fun 
in Aurora starts with the Farmer’s Market.

While all the Town’s escapees are 
either still sitting bumper to bumper on 
the 400 inhaling idling engine exhaust on 
Saturday morning, or already collapsed 
in flimsy deck chairs up north swatting 
mosquitoes the size of  small pterodactyls, 
those of  us who are left in Town can enjoy 

fresh local veggies, baked goods and other 
goodies.

Later in the day, Town Park will 
transform from produce to party as it hosts 
the Dance in the Park. Even if  you’re not 
too graceful on your feet, you can still enjoy 
live bands, food and (or maybe just) a beer 
garden.

The following day is the big event. As 
kids chalk their personal visions of  Canada 
on the sidewalk outside of  the library, the 
patriotism will continue with the annual 
parade of  local bands, multicultural 
community groups, dignitaries and others 
down Yonge Street.

From there the fun moves to Lambert 
Willson Park and the Leisure Complex.   
There’s pretty much something for 
everyone through the day, including 
concerts, horseshoe contests, kids crafts and 
activities, swimming and several musical 
performances.

And, in what seems to be the tradition of  
all events in Town, there will be more food, 

starting with a late breakfast (pancakes) or 
early dessert (birthday cake).

Of  course, the day winds up with a bang 
– literally – with fireworks at dusk. Better 
yet, since you can see the fireworks from 
virtually anywhere in Town, you have your 
choice of  vantage points.   And there’s no 
worry about staying up too late, because the 
next day is a holiday. 

All that’s just this week-end.
The next two months will feature no end 

of  things to do in Town.
For example, I’ll definitely be taking in 

some of  the Concerts in the Park, which yes, 
do have food options, as well.

As an added bonus, many of  the 
activities, including the concerts and Movies 
in the Park, are presented free, courtesy of  
the Town and generous corporate sponsors.

And just in case there’s still some room 
on your bathroom scale at the end of  
August after partaking in all the special 
event-related food the Town has to offer, the 
summer winds up with Ribfest.

Despite the food-related name, it’s not 
just an eating event, as it also includes bands 
and children’s activities.

So, the next time you’re considering 
joining the exodus from Town this summer, 
you may think you’re getting away from it 
all, but what you’re doing is missing out on a 
lot of  good times right here in Aurora.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Should an extension of the Church 
Street School into Library Square 

include a theatre? 

Canada’s  
Birthday Town

You may have heard that Aurora is 
Canada’s Birthday Town, but do you know 
how that came to be? Let’s travel back to 
1967…

Momentum from Canada’s Centennial 
celebrations was building across the country 
and the very successful Montreal Expo 
ignited a patriotic fever that was sweeping 
the nation.  

In Aurora, Canada’s centennial 
celebrations consisted of  a four-day 
program of  events. The theme was “March 
on Centennial Fun” and was inspired by 
the main Saturday event – a re-enactment 
of  the 1837 Lloydtown March. What 
might be surprising for today’s reader is 
that this took place during the middle of  
June, not July 1st. At the time, July 1st was 
just a regular day without fan fair and jovial 
festivities. Enter the residents of  Aurora’s 
Richardson Drive who had their own 
ideas about how to celebrate Canada’s 
Centennial. 

A few days before July 1st, residents of  
Richardson Drive formed a committee, 
headed by Norm Stewart, and arranged an 
evening full of  activities that would celebrate 
Canada’s birthday – on the actual day. The 
festivities began at 7 p.m. with a children’s 
costume parade and races. Almost every 
home on the street was decorated with 
Christmas lights or Centennial themed 
displays. The street party was repeated the 
following year and by 1969 the whole town 
wanted to participate in celebrating July 1st!

On June 9, 1969, Town Council 
approved a proclamation that declared 
Aurora as Canada’s Birthday Town. 
Soon after a by-law was passed ordering 
stores to close on July 1st. Approximately 
15,000 people attended the inaugural 
two-day celebration, which was praised 
by surrounding communities and featured 
in the evening edition of  the CBC news 
broadcast. The celebration featured 
fireworks, firefighter competitions, a 
parade, races, a beer garden as well as a 
performance from Bobby Gimby – who 
happened to arrive by helicopter.

It might be hard to believe, but Aurora 
was very ahead of  its time in celebrating 
July 1st. At the time it was not normal for 
a municipality to make a holiday out of  
Canada’s birthday. Year after year, both 
residents and people from out of  town 
flocked to Aurora Canada’s Birthday 
Town to celebrate July 1st. Each year a new 
commemorative mug/stein was produced 
and handed out with admission to the beer 
garden – I’m sure a few of  our readers have 
one or two tucked away in their kitchen 
cupboards. 

Of  course, Aurora’s celebration inspired 
patriotism along with local and national 
pride. It also prompted a more unexpected 
outcome as Ron Wallace recalls, “July 1st 
joined Aurora, because prior to that, Aurora 
was three towns, the North End, the South 
End, and the Old Town” (Aurora Banner, 
June 25, 1975). 

In 1982 July 1st was re-named Canada 
Day and municipalities were encouraged 
to plan their own local festivities to 
celebrate the country. I’m sure that these 
other celebrations were fantastic, but as 
great as they were, I’m equality positive 
that none could compare to those first years 
when Aurora celebrated the day under the 
banner of  Canada’s Birthday Town.

Yes   No  Unsure
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Mindfulness helps tackle cognitive bias: experts
By Brock Weir

How many of  you are aware of  how 
your body is positioned while reading 
this? Are you aware of  the contact 
between your fingers and this newspaper 
page, your computer keyboard, phone 
or tablet? How many of  you paused just 
now to double check?

If  so, you’re following the advice 
of  Yuk-Lin Renita Wong, Associate 

Professor of  the School of  Social Work 
at York University.

Ms. Wong is a firm proponent of  
mindfulness, an exercise making people 
aware of  the present without focusing 
on the past or the future.

She recently led nearly 200 local 
residents through this exercise this 
month at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
at an Iftar fast-breaking dinner to mark 
Ramadan. 

Ms. Wong was part of  a four-person 

multicultural and interfaith panel 
exploring the relationship between 
mindfulness and combating cognitive 
bias in our society. She was joined on 
stage by Anthony Anirud, Human 
Rights Commissioner for the York 
Region District School Board, Stephen 
Wong of  the Shan Buddhist Temple, 
and mental health therapist Taskeen 
Mansur, all of  which was moderated by 
Michael Bowe, Supervisor of  Diversity 
and Outreach for the York Region 
Children’s Aid Society.

“Bias, fear, as well as prejudice are part 
of  how we are socialized, which then 
become an inseparable and unconscious 
part of  the mind in its normal processes 
and it helps us to categorize, perceive as 
well as to remember to learn about each 
other and the world around us,” said 
Mr. Bowe. “We all embody cognitive 
or unconscious bias about all aspects 
of  the world around us, which includes 
how we perceive and treat others who 
are different from us as those who are 
similar to us.”

But, how do we tackle it? The first 
step is recognizing it, according to Mr. 
Anirud.

“When we think of  cognitive bias, 
the idea of  bias in general is sometimes 
people look at it as a negative,” he said. 
“We’re all biased in everything, in all 
our actions around us. When we think 
of  cognitive bias, we’re thinking about 
how our brain processes information 
and very often we are confronted with 
a variety of  different stimulations 
around us, ideas, thoughts, impressions, 
thousands of  pieces of  information that 
we must process very, very quickly. In 
that processing, we choose to simplify 
because simplification is actually much 
more important than trying to find 
logic out of  that information. Very 
often that simplification actually causes 
us to make mistakes because we draw 
inferences from that simplification.

“Very often when we are faced with 

an issue, it is not only the issue that 
confronts our bias, but also the way in 
which we frame that issue and the way 
we look at it. It actually tells us more 
about us than the issue itself  and that is 
the cognitive function in terms of  bias.”

From the Buddhist perspective offered 
by Mr. Wong, when you understand 
your own thought processes, you can 
recognize and get away from those 
biases within you.

“What we want to do is self-
cultivation,” said Mr. Wong of  Buddhist 
teaching. “In people’s minds, we always 
see the bias because we’re actually at a 
level where we don’t have the wisdom 
cultivated enough to see the similarities. 
Cognitive bias, from a Buddhist 
perspective, would be a self-cultivation 
to think about the thought process. 
When you understand your thought 
process, you can actually get away from 
that bias. When we understand where 
we crossed that line with the bias, 
that is where we can become a better 
community person or practitioner.”

For Ms. Mansur, the issue has a 
“twofold” importance to her. As a 
Muslim, she says she is reminded and 
challenged on a daily basis that she 
has to remain mindful of  her actions 
towards all beings and “towards my 
worldly footprint all in preparation for 
the afterlife.”

“As a social worker who has 
experienced agency work and as a 
therapist, I have learned that in order 
for me to be my most effective for my 
community and my clients, I have 
to be mindful,” she said. “We come 
across many diverse ways of  living, 
believing and understanding. Cognitive 
bias means that we, as individuals, 
have difficulty with difference. I am 
sure all of  us have experienced the 
direct and indirect impacts of  strained 
community or client family relations, 
or the projection of  another’s biases 

Entertainers performed a musical interlude at this month’s Iftar Dinner, a fast-breaking  
evening which provided plenty of food for thought for all attendees. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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HAPPY CANADA DAY! 
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As new Provincial government prepares to take office, 
Council delivers message on Greenbelt

By Brock Weir

It was one of  the most heated issues 
to dog Premier-designate Doug Ford on 
the 2018 campaign trail, but once he 
takes office this week, the Progressive 
Conservative leader will receive a 
pointed message from Council on the 
preservation of  Ontario’s Greenbelt.

Mr. Ford, along with our local MPPs-
elect Christine Elliott (Newmarket-
Aurora) and Michael Parsa (Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill) are set to 
arrive at Queen’s Park to be formally 

sworn in this Friday.
Just days after the election on June 

7, however, Aurora Council moved 
to formulate a message that the 
Government should keep its hands off  
the Greenbelt. 

Council took the measure following 
a motion from Councillor John Abel, 
who alluded to a closed door meeting 
between Mr. Ford and land developers, 
promising to open up chunks of  
the protected Greenbelt for future 
development, a move which prompted 
immediate fury from environmentalists 
and residents alike, and resulted in 

backtracking from Mr. Ford shortly 
thereafter.

In his motion, Councillor Abel 
called on Aurora to take a stand with 
its municipal neighbours to “undertake 
continued action to maintain and grow 
the current Greenbelt, of  which the 
Oak Ridges Moraine is a part” and 
“strongly urge” the Province to “extend 
Greenbelt protection to include the 
appropriate white belt lands within 
the inner ring, lands that are most 
immediately vulnerable to development 
in the Province.”

“The Greenbelt is an integral 
component of  land use planning 
that complements the Growth Plan 
to encourage smart planning, the 
reduction of  sprawl, protection of  
natural and hydrogeological features 
and agricultural lands,” said Councillor 
Abel in his motion, noting a similar 
motion was passed by the City of  
Oakville. “The Greenbelt has protected 
1.8 million acres of  farmland, local 
food supplies, the headwaters rivers and 
important forests and wildlife habitat 
for more than 12 years.

“A permanent Greenbelt is an 
important part of  the planning for 
sustainable communities [and] there is 
a tremendous amount of  land already 
planned and available in excess of  the 
development needs of  the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) without weakening 
protections provided by the Greenbelt.”

Efforts to open the Greenbelt, he 
continued, open the door for land 
speculators to “build expensive homes 
at immense profits in remote areas” 
and would move the urban boundary, 
fostering sprawl, increased traffic, and 

increased taxes.
“It was in the Provincial Election 

that there was some talk about the 
Greenbelt and although it wasn’t 
pursued, in Oakville they thought 
it prudent to advise the Provincial 
government that we should protect the 
Greenbelt and be very careful about 
the Whitebelt area and how to handle 
that buffer zone,” Councillor Abel told 
his colleagues before the matter came 
up for a vote. “We have two members 
of  the government [and I thought it 
was important] they know where their 
Council stands and that it be relayed to 
them and the governing legislation.”

Council members agreed, voting for 
the motion unanimously.

Councillor Paul Pirri, however, 
cautioned that reinforcing Greenbelt 
protection could have consequences 
down the line.

“I just wanted to point out that 
there are many individuals and many 
people who blame the Greenbelt 
for the escalation of  property 
values and this is one of  the largest 
contributors to the cost of  housing 
across Ontario,” he said. “I just want 
to point out that if  people are really 
strongly in favour of  the low cost of  
housing, this goes against that. With 
that said, from an environmental 
standpoint, I definitely support it so I 
will be voting in favour.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, on 
the other hand, had a different 
viewpoint.

“I think it is known I am very much 
in favour of  low cost housing, but not 
at the expense of  the environment,” 
she said.

YORK LASER & MED SPA OPENS – In March 2018, York Laser & MedSpa and 
York Vein Clinic opened its new 6,000 square foot luxury clinic and spa on Wellington 
Street East in the heart of historic downtown Aurora. With the addition of a day spa, 
they have changed their name to more accurately reflect their mission. Although the 
name is different, they are still the same people you have come to know and trust 
for all your cosmetic needs. On hand for the this month’s grand opening and ribbon  
cutting were Sandra Ferri and Al Wilson of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, Thuy 
Lam, Councillor Tom Mrakas, Mayor Geoff Dawe with Dr. Phillip Kritzinger, and  
Councillor John Abel. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Summer won’t be a time of rest and relaxation for some Wellington students
By Brock Weir

It’s the end of  June and students 
have excitedly made a break for 
summer – but, for some Grade 5 
students at Wellington Public School, 
the excitement is spending the summer 
following through on the work they 
started this year. 

Earlier this year, Amanda Bonura’s 
Grade 5 class and members of  
Wellington’s Eco Team formally 
“adopted” the nearby Elizabeth Hader 
Park through the Town of  Aurora’s 
Adopt-a-Park program. 

Throughout the fall and winter, the 
students were regular visitors to the 
Timpson Drive green space, keeping 
it clean, picking up trash, and making 
sure all the playground equipment was 
graffiti-free and in working order.

As the school year drew to a close, 
however, they joined forces with 
members of  the Town’s Parks team to 
get their hands dirty planting a variety 
of  trees and shrubs which will be a 
lasting legacy for the class.

“All of  the students were so excited 
to plant,” Ms. Bonura tells The 
Auroran. “We have been cleaning up 
the park all year so the planting portion 
of  this project is something that they 
have been looking forward to all year 
long. This was a true incentive for 
the students first hand. Students were 
paired in groups of  two or three, and 
worked together to find a great spot 
with lots of  sunlight for their new 
tree. The students named our new 12 
trees (Fred, Chanrey, James, General 
Fragrant, Treeless, Ivy are some of  the 
names). They were also very happy 
to have the town workers who were 
able to share their knowledge on the 
types of  trees that we planted. (Rhus 
typhina, Cornus sericea, Viburnum 
lentago, Rhus aromatica, Amelanchier 
canadensis).

“Students will continue in the 
participation of  the Adopt a Park 
program in September, however, many 
local students have already expressed 
excitement to visit the park in the 
summer months. They want to visit 
their newly planted trees and watch 
them grow. They want to ensure they are 
cared for in all ways possible. Students 
have taken great pride and ownership in 
their contributions and have definitely 
learned that experiencing the outdoors 
and enjoying nature benefits our overall 
well being.”

In getting kids into the zone for 
the big day, Ms. Bonura says she and 
her fellow teachers had “lengthy and 
elaborate” conversations with the class 
on the importance of  planting trees and 
what they do for the environment. They 
were familiarized with photosynthesis, 
the role trees play in cleaning the air 
and oxygen production, and they even 
helped them learn the best places 
to plant, including gauging optimal 
sunlight, digging holes, and the best 
types of  soil.

“The key message we are trying to 
communicate through our student 
ambassadors is that we need to protect 
our environment and continue to be 
conscious of  our actions as we have a 
huge impact on the future,” she says. 
“Every single student’s contribution 
helps to make an impact on our local 
community, and in the grander scheme 
of  things our entire planet. Students 
are environmental advocates spreading 
their knowledge in all ways they can. 
Students will always remember that 
they contributed to the development 
of  our already beautiful local park by 
planting trees. This has benefited our 
earth with new trees, we know that we 
have helped improve air quality, provide 
oxygen and fight climate change. They 
have also helped ensure that their local 
park is a safe place for children to visit 
and have also helped wildlife who also 
enjoy visiting the park.”

With this, she says the benefits of  
other classes and schools taking up the 
Adopt a Park challenge are clear.

“We need to invest in our future by 
caring for our environment. We are 
keeping our parks and community clean 
and beautiful by frequently visiting 
our parks for clean up and spreading 
awareness of  the consequences of  

littering. We are able to protect our 
children and wildlife by eliminating 
any risks that can pose safety concerns 
to park visitors, especially curious 
children who may pick up unknown 
items. Please consider contributing in 
any little way you can, as a little effort 
can go a long way.”

The students at Wellington Public School are 
pictured at Elizabeth Hader Park just before 
getting their hands dirty on the latest round 
of planting.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Tough questions expected this week before Library Square decision
By Brock Weir

Local lawmakers may have tentatively 
approved a three-story addition to the 
Church Street School as a centrepiece to 
Library Square last week, but planners 
and staff  will face tough questions this 
week before – and if  – this decision is 
ratified.

Last week, Council signed off  on 
an extensive vision for Library Square, 
a new public space that is envisioned 
to become a significant community 
gathering space. 

Bordered in the west by the Aurora 
Public Library and the Church Street 
School in the east, Library Square will 
encompass significant public space 
between the two landmarks, a seasonal 
skating rink, a new parking configuration 
and, in a feature which courted the 
most discussion at the Committee level 
last week, a three-storey addition to the 
Church Street School, comprising of  
community and studio space, as well as 
a 250 seat theatre. 

While many Council members said 
this project, which could cost upwards 
of  $17 million once final designs are 
completed and approved, said this was 
the right investment at the right time, 
others said it completely missed the 
mark.

“I think we can do far better,” said 
Councillor John Abel on the designs 
presented last week, arguing that the 
designs proposed would hinder the 
operations of  the Aurora Public Library. 
“I am all in favour of  a Library Square, 
don’t get me wrong. I have been for both 
terms I have been here. My priority is 
the Library. It’s an absolute necessity 
and community hub. Whatever we do, 
we should be able to compliment what 
they do and not hinder them.”

Moving the parking lot from the 
back of  the building to Victoria Street, 
as envisioned in the Library Square 
proposal, will do just that, he argued, 
reviving his position from last year that 
the Library Square open space would be 
a better fit for Victoria Street rather than 
in between the two buildings.

The parking lot issue also presented 
accessibility issues, he said, adding he 

did not see the need for a theatre within 
the plan.

“We just had baseball come forward 
with all their metrics on how they need 
more diamonds, but I don’t see a dance 
studio saying they need more dance 
space, I don’t see Theatre Aurora coming 
to us and saying, ‘we’re operating at 
maximum capacity, we need another 
theatre.’ Why do we need a theatre? 
Because we can build it, I guess.

“We don’t need to build this, quite 
frankly, and we don’t need to disrupt 
the business of  the Library. If  we just 
took a step back and gave ourselves an 
option, heard from our Cultural Centre, 
their Strategic Plans, our Museum’s 
plans, incorporate Victoria Hall, I am 
sure we would have something far less 
expensive.”

With the money they save, he 
contended, they could “just take the 
roof  off ” Theatre Aurora on Henderson 
Drive and create an extension.

“Fiscal prudence is why I am not in 
favour of  this,” he concluded.

Some Council members, on the 
other hand, said they took “offence” at 
the suggestion that they would make a 
decision that would hinder the Library, 
including many incumbent members 
who have served on the Library Board 
this term or in previous sessions.

“I was on the Library Board for seven 
years, chaired it for four years, so I think 
if  anyone has a fairly good sense of  how 
this Library operates and [its] value to 
the community, I think I can claim that,” 
said Mayor Geoff  Dawe. “I can’t see 
how, in any way, this would impede the 
Library. I can’t make that connection.”

Mayor Dawe said the concept of  
including a theatre in the proposal 
came from both himself  and Councillor 
Michael Thompson, adding the “world 
class” programs currently fostered by the 

Aurora Cultural Centre deserve a world 
class facility for musicians to play.

“I don’t think we do these people 
justice by not providing a world class 
facility for them to play in,” Mayor Dawe 
continued. “The crowds would love to 
have that facility, so I think it would be 
a fabulous and incredible draw. I think 
it would just be unbelievably good for 
the quality of  people we have coming 
to our Town. This is, in my opinion, 
the right facility at the right time in the 
right place. We are bringing, I think, an 
incredible advantage to our Town and 
that is what we have to focus on: What is 
our differentiator? I think this is going to 
be one of  the differentiators. My father 
always used to say, ‘A cynic is a person 
who knows the cost of  everything and 
the value of  nothing.’ This is the right 
place at the right time.”

This was a view somewhat shared by 
Councillor Paul Pirri.

While he took exception to the 
“inference” that moving forward would 
“damage” the Library, he was less 
enthusiastic about the theatre proposal, 
contending that larger theatres in 
neighbouring municipalities were 
struggling.

“I worry a bit about the saturation 
levels, [but] with that said, I am willing 
to consider what we have on the table,” 
said Councillor Pirri. “I think event 
space would be fantastic to have and I 
am sure that’s why [a] theatre is being 
promoted and set up in the way that it 
is to allow for that space, so we don’t 
have to travel outside of  Aurora to 
hold big events anymore – and that is 
the important thing.”

As the longest currently serving 
Council member, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner said she didn’t think anyone 
at the table could say “they have 
worked as hard or as long” to make 
Library Square a reality. While she said 
the proposal before them was “great”, 
it was not “perfect” and she questioned 
the financial wisdom of  going forward 
at this time.

“In my opinion, we need to build a 
business case on this,” she said. “We 
need to have an operating model. We 
need to look for partners who can help 
us with the operating costs. This is 
going to be, long-term, a very expensive 
building to operate [and] I think we 
need to look at the operating costs. It 
needs to be a fulsome discussion and 
a fiscally responsible one. With the 
information that I have – and I love 
the design and think modern works 
well with the old – I am not going 
to approve a budget of  more than 
$20 million when we don’t have any 
detailed costing.

“I think the Library would have 
liked it to be otherwise, but they are 
agreeing to do this because Council 
has voted to do this, and it is going to 
be wonderful for the downtown core, 
including the Library. We really need 
to know what’s what before we make 
any financial decisions.”
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money to allocate to the project, but 
architects estimate that a full-blown 
three storey addition and theatre 
could cost between $14 million and 
$17 million.

According to a presentation made 
last week by David Leinster of  The 
Planning Partnership and architect 
Roland Rom Colthoff, the proposed 
final design includes a number 
of  tweaks from original concepts 
presented to Council earlier this year.

Among these changes, the Aurora 
Public Library has agreed to move 
deliveries from the main entrance 
down to Church Street to facilitate the 
growth of  Library Square, a restored 
“drop-off ” area to the Library, and a 
reconfiguration of  accessible parking 
spaces.

On the Square itself, principals are 
proposing a design that has “the right 
dignity” that corresponds with the 
surrounding buildings. They likened 
the modern addition to the Church 
Street School to similar additions to 
landmarks such as Toronto’s Royal 
Conservatory of  Music, which has 
become a landmark in and of  itself.

While the complete package would 
cost upwards of  $17 million, smaller 
scale options were also on the table, 
including an addition for just a 
theatre and basement concept with 
an upset estimate of  $11 million, and 
an addition with just programmable 
space at a “very rough” estimate 
between $7 million and $8 million.

Looking over the designs, Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe said he thought the 
look of  the new building was both 
“complimentary” and “substantially 
different” from what is there.

“What you have shown here is 
fabulous,” he said. “I am very much 
in favour of  the three-storey building. 
It is a Council decision, but I think 
the three-storey building gives us 
the most opportunity and the most 
flexibility in the long run.”

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: 
“I think it is a fabulous idea and you 
have done an incredible amount of  
work [with] the residents and this 
Council, stakeholders, and I think 
you have come up with something 
everyone can be happy with and…
this is an exciting opportunity.”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes was 
similarly enthusiastic.

“I can understand the challenge 
of  [tweaking designs to fit into a 
heritage area], but this is absolutely 
going in the right direction,” she 
said. “The key here was to create an 
attraction. It will absolutely create 
that and I am excited about all the 
potential programming space that 
we can have in the area. I think it is 
incredible.”

Others, however, showed a 
degree of  skepticism when it came 
to integrating this modern element 
into an area largely defined by its 

heritage. Among those members 
was Councillor Jeff  Thom who 
cited recent moves to put a modern 
addition onto Ottawa’s landmark 
Chateau Laurier, a plan which has 
garnered no small degree of  criticism 
and controversy.

“Our Church Street School is not 
the Chateau Laurier, but certainly it 
is the same kind of  concept [of] how 
do we respectfully and tastefully put 
an addition onto an existing heritage 
building?” Councillor Thom said 
to the planners. “Obviously, we’re 
in the early stages and by no means 
is what you presented the final 
design, but you’re well aware of  the 
situation. Moving forward, perhaps I 
would like to see a design that is a bit 
more complimentary to the heritage 
attributes.”

Although Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner agreed the proposal was 
“exciting,” she went a step further 
and called it an “exciting work in 
progress,” asking for guarantees that 
the addition would not be higher than 
the existing Church Street School. 

Planners told Councillor Gaertner 
that they could not necessarily 
guarantee that height at this point 
until all the mechanical elements 
were fully investigated.

“Our intention and the intention 
of  the entire project team is that it 
not be taller than the rooftop, the 
widow’s walk element of  the existing 
schoolhouse,” said Mr. Colthoff. 
“However, there are very large 
mechanical systems requirements 
for these buildings. They have 250 
people in one room (the proposed 
theatre) and there is a lot of  air to 
move back and forth. Right now, 
I cannot guarantee [the height] 
because we have only just started 
with the mechanical engineers.”

This, however, gave Councillor 
Gaertner pause.

“I would say that [height 
restriction] is a requirement that it 
doesn’t in any way overshadow the 
heritage building,” she said. 

Design work on Library 
Square will continue  
this week, pending 
Council sign-off

12  |  May 2018 www.TheMonthAhead.ca
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By Brock Weir

Aurora’s 2018 Concerts in the Park 
season is less than a week away and 
organizers are promising a new twist 
on the popular summer series.

Once again sponsored by TD 
Canada Trust, the 2018 Concerts 
in the Park Series kicks off  next 
Wednesday, July 4, at 7 p.m., with 
popular children’s performers Team 
T&J, offering an interactive music 
and entertainment program with a 
high-energy and uplifting message.

The fun continues for adults – and 
people of  all ages – the following 
Wednesday, July 11, with the Country 

Legends Tribute Tour, featuring the 
music of  Keith Urban and Garth 
Brooks.

While these and all subsequent 
concerts begin at 7 p.m. at the Town 
Park Band Shell, arrive early because, 
for the first time this year, running 
from 5 – 9 p.m., the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market will he holding “sample 
markets” in conjunction with the 
concerts.

“We are hoping people come early 
and experience the sample Farmers’ 
Market,” says Shelley Ware, Special 
Events Coordinator for the Town of  
Aurora. “They are going to strive to 
have seven to 10 vendors out each 
week, with two or three of  them having 
food of  substance like Gabriel’s Café 
or Katarina’s Kitchen. Then, they will 
also have some of  the farmers out and 
some of  the artisan vendors, and the 
nice thing about this is there is going 
to be variety and a new experience 
each Wednesday.”

Following the Country Legends 
concert, the series continues on  
July 18 with returning favourite 
Desire – A Tribute to U2, on July 
25 with A Touch of  Class Steel 
Drums, on August 1 with country 
star Marshall Dane, the homegrown 
Borealis Big Band on August 8, 
maritime performer Jared Lutes on 
August 15, the Fleetwood Mac and 
Tom Petty Tribute “Fleetwood Nicks 
and Practically Petty” on August 22, 
before concluding with popular Just 
Heart: A Tribute to Heart on August 
29.

“Once again, we’re always excited 
with our lineup,” says Ms. Ware. 
“We have some new discoveries and 
some former favourites that will be 
premiering. One of  the concerts that 
might have the least familiarity, but 
I am really hopeful for the crowd’s 
response to is the Jared Lutes concert. 
He is an Acadian musician who also 

dabbles in folk and indie. He has a 
whole slew of  awards as a single solo 
artist. The music soundtrack for the 
TV series Reign is his work. Imagine 
a Wednesday night at Concerts in 
the Park and then hearing that type 
of  Acadian music. I think it will be a 
really good evening.”

Over the years, Ms. Ware says 
she has seen the traditional kick-off  
featuring a kid-friendly concert only 
grow in popularity and expects this 
year to be no exception.

She also says she’s particularly 
looking forward to seeing local talent 
on stage in the form of  the Borealis 
Big Band, led by Gord Shephard. 

“With that being local, it takes a 
lot of  work to get bands ready to go, 
and with Gord Shepard’s leadership, 
I am really excited to see their 
performance,” says Ms. Ware. “He is 
very in tune with reading an audience, 
knowing what they want to hear and 
being able to lead his band to follow.

“Given that we go from country to 
Acadian music [with Lutes], to youth 
and children’s entertainers to big band 
music and steel drums, I think there is 
a diverse lineup in terms of  variety of  
genres for people to experience, and 
I highly encourage people, whether 
that is the kind of  music they are 
really into or not, to come out to 
experience it because there are always 
new experiences when you’re trying 
something new or revisiting a genre 

you’re not as familiar with.”
Whether you’re coming out to hear 

some of  your favourites, or to indeed 
try something new, concert-goers are 
encouraged to bring a food donation 
to the Aurora Food Pantry before the 
concert starts.

Each reveller who does so is entered 
for a chance to win upgraded TD 
preferred seating at the front of  the 
concert – in comfy green Muskoka 
chairs, no less – and two prize packs. 

“TD’s partnership has been such a 
blessing for this concert series and we 
are very grateful for their continued 
support,” says Ms. Ware. “I know that 
TD gets flooded with requests from 
various similar events, so obviously 
we’re elated they have chosen to 
partner with us again. I am hoping it 
is the diverse lineup and the way we 
have approached the program, which 
is something that has always piqued 
their interest. When speaking with the 
executives, a lot of  them do personally 
attend the concerts and prior to this 
partnership they hadn’t experienced 
it – now it is the Wednesday tradition 
they are looking forward to.

“The series has a lot of  moving 
parts, but each part and each decision 
made has been focused on the overall 
experience of  the attendees. We want 
to be the destination where you don’t 
want to miss our series.”

For more on the 2018 Concerts in the 
Park series, visit aurora.ca/summerconcerts.

Countdown is on for Concerts in the Park’s  
2018 summer season

Members of the Town of Aurora, including Mayor Geoff Dawe and Councillor John Abel, were 
joined by TD officials at Town Park for the launch of the Concerts in the Park program last 
week. 
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Kerry’s Place to host carnival for entire community
By Brock Weir

A carnival atmosphere awaits you 
at Town Park next Saturday, July 7, as 
Kerry’s Place Autism Services takes 
over the popular greenspace for a day 
of  family-friendly fun.

The first Saturday in July is 
traditionally Kerry’s Place Appreciation 
Day, an opportunity for the Berczy 
Street-based service, which provides 
autism services throughout southern 
Ontario, to say thank you to the 
volunteers and families who provide 
vital support for their programs, but this 
year’s celebration is a bit different, and 
you’re all invited.

The fun runs from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
featuring live music from the Therapy 
Seekers, carnival games, crafts, food, 
face painting, a bouncy castle, and the 
Art in the Park festival spearheaded 
by Deborah Campo and her team of  
dedicated fellow artists, and much more.

“One of  the things we really want to 
focus on at Kerry’s Place is to get to know 
our community better,” says Kerry’s 
Place’s Kate Tansley. “This event was 
previously known as Appreciation Day 
and I think that name can get a little bit 
confusing – who are we appreciating? 
We wanted to rename it this year and 
make it a carnival to have more events 
available for people in the community. 
We want to encourage integration 
between our Kerry’s Place community 
– our staff, our residents, those that we 
support and their families – and the 
families within our wider community.”

While the event will very much focus 
on fostering that carnival atmosphere, 
they are mindful of  some of  the sensory 
issues persons on the Autism spectrum 
live with every day. As such, you won’t 
see entertainers with face coverings – 
no clowns in full face paint – or other 
things that might be “intimidating” 
to anyone, including loud music. 
The Therapy Seekers, long-time 
performers for Kerry’s Place, are 
mellow and encourage an atmosphere 
that is “enjoyable and relaxing” for the 
community.

New to the Kerry’s Place organization 
this year, this is Ms. Tansley’s first time 
getting her hands dirty helping to plan 
this annual celebration, which has 
become a hallmark in conjunction with 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market’s outdoor 
season. 

“What I find most enjoyable about 
this is looking at it with a different 
perspective and to really think about 
the ways we can fully integrate our 
Kerry’s Place community into our 
wider community,” says Ms. Tansley. 
“That has been the most fun: just 
getting to know the people we support, 
the folks that work with Kerry’s Place in 
this Region and just seeing their passion 
and their drive. It has really made such 
an impact on me and really hearing 
from community members how much 
they enjoy Kerry’s Place. All of  those 
things have given me a drive to do what 
I do every day and to make sure I am 
putting my best foot forward all the 

time.
“The main takeaway I would love 

people to have from our carnival is, 
number one, Kerry’s Place is a great 
organization that provides assistance 
to those with ASD and their families 
in this area. Additionally, I would want 
them to feel comfortable. I would want 
to dispel any myths and that there is 

nothing to be afraid of. This is also an 
effort to educate and create awareness 
as well. We will also have information 
that people can take away, things they 
can learn from about what autism is 
and what autism isn’t, as well as services 
and supports Kerry’s Place provides in 
this area. 

“We just really want to encourage 

the community, members of  all ages, to 
come out and enjoy a good time!”

But, before you set out to have a 
good time at Town Park next Saturday, 
Kerry’s Place encourages you to 
register ahead of  time. To register, and 
for more information on the Carnival 
itself, visit www.kerrysplace.org/
communitycarnival.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983
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Answer: 
 “When I meet patients for the fi rst time I will often 
have to explain what palliative care is.  

It is not about death or dying, it is about life or living. 
It is a philosophy in care for someone who is at the most 
vulnerable part of his or her life. The goal is to ensure 
that his or her quality of life is maintained or even 
improved, free of pain or discomfort as much as 
possible, be it physical, emotional or spiritual, through 
impeccable assessment, management of symptoms 
given by an interdisciplinary team.

“I ask my patients to [imagine the future]: What kind of 
care they would like when their own time would come? 
Most would tell me they would like to be kept as 
comfortable as can be and die peacefully in their homes, 
if possible. However, they also tell me although they 
do not fear death, what they fear the most is what 
happens before they do?

‘Will there be pain? Will I become a burden to my 
family? Will I be remembered? How will I be 
remembered?’ 

Patients do not want to leave a lasting memory of 
hardship to their spouses or children. They would not 
want their loved ones to go through enormous stress 
and burnout about caring for them at home.”

And that is where the 
Margaret Bahen Hospice comes in. 

Question:  

Dr. Arnell Baguio

Medical Director, 

Margaret Bahen Hospice

Arnell Baguio

How do I know 
that Hospice is 
right for me?
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16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket    �  www.pickeringcollege.on.ca • (905) 895-1700

It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our 
students and to celebrate the contribution that each makes to our world.

Every student participates in our Global Leadership Program and develops 
social conscience, confi dence, knowledge and skills to shape the future. In addition 
to the OSSD, 100 per cent of the Class of 2018 graduated with the Global Leadership 
Diploma. With $880,000 in scholarship offers, 84 per cent of our graduates leave 
as Ontario Scholars.

Kindergarden Graduates 

Grade 8 Graduates 

Grade 12 Graduates - Class of 2018

K. ADAMS

D. ANISKIN A. GUILLEN A  RRIGUNAGA

D. ZHANYBEKOV

L. FURLAN

K. GUPTA

G. SAARIMAKI

N. MEVISSEN

A. HOLT

B. BOGSETH A. CLUNE

E. LIU

K. YUE . SULAIMAN GRANA T. YUE

K. HOULE

E. PITREJ. MORALES MEADE

E. LI

J. CONWAY

A. LUCCHESE

D. LIN

L CORTINA   AGUAYO

M. MACRAE

D. BAGSHAW

E. ZHANGE. TOMKINSON Y. ZHANG

B. JOANISSE

J. WALKERN. TSAI

M. MORRA       

A. ZADHOUSH

A. GAL

K. MCKAY

S. BAILEY SAVOY

A. MARIS 

J. ZHANG

N. LAHEY

L. WANG

P. PROCHAZKA  

P. AI
University of Toronto, 

Mississauga

A. BATUR
University of Toronto, 

St. George

M. DHANJAL
University of Waterloo

S. KAJIRO
Japan

D. MASON
Carleton University

P. PROCHAZKA
Johns Hopkins 

University

T. SOMERVILLE
Queen’s University

R. ZHANG
University of Toronto, 

Mississauga

A. CHAN
University of Toronto, 

St. George

E. FALCON
American Musical & 

Dramatic Academy, NY

N. KRISHNAN
Western University

L.M.N. RODRIGUES
University of Toronto, 

St. George

K. SCOTT
Ryerson University

R. TAKITA
Carleton University

R. ZHAO
York University

M. BANKS-BATTEN
University of Toronto, 

St. George

J. CHRETIEN
University of Toronto,

Scarborough

K. MACRAE
University of Ottawa

J. PEDERSEN
University of Guelph

C. ZHANG
University of Waterloo

K. BESWICK
Wilfrid Laurier 

University

D. DING
University of Toronto, 

St. George

D. KAPITONOVA
Ontario College of 

Art & Design

S. MCDOUGALL
Western University

R. REN
University of Waterloo

H. SPIERS
Wilfrid Laurier 

University 

S. ZHANG
Queen’s University

G. GOLE
Wilfrid Laurier

University

A. KULYABKO
University of 

Manchester, UK

T. NICHOLLS
Western University

V. SHARPE
Western University

T. TAN
University of Guelph

M. ZHENG
University of Toronto,

St. George

N. BAO
University of Waterloo

L. DA SILVA
McMaster University

D. MANOOKIAN
Centennial College

M. PHILP
Western University

J. SNOW
University of Toronto, 

Scarborough

J. ZHANG
University of Toronto,

St. George

N. C. ARRUDA
University of Toronto, 

St. George

S. DONG
University of Toronto, 

St. George

H. KARA
Queen’s University

E. MCLAREN
University of Guelph

M. ROBINSON
Western University

I. TAI
Parsons, The New 

School of Design, NY

T. ZHANG
University of Toronto,

St. George

J. CHAU
King’s College 

London, UK

M. GOLE
University of Toronto, 

Mississauga

V. LIU
Queen’s University

A. NOROUZI-FARSANGI
Ryerson University

A. TERES
Ontario College of 

Art & Design

M. UYSAL
Carleton University

J. ZHU
University of Toronto,

Mississauga

J. SKURNAC 
University of

British Columbia

V. ZYKOVA
University of Ottawa 

Congratulations to our 2018 Graduates!

Celebrate success with us!

J. CHOI
McMaster University

B. HAGIAS
Ryerson University

S. HUSEIN
University of Waterloo

M. JOE-EZIGBO
Carleton University

B. ONUR
Dalhousie University

D. SLIND
St. Francis Xavier 

University

E. VU
University of Guelph
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As part of our Quaker values, we celebrate diversity 

in all aspects of the school. This is refl ected both in 

our Global Leadership program and our commitment 

to a co-educati onal environment. We provide a 

nurturing, supporti ve and enriching 21st centur y 

learning environment for all students.

Our unique approach includes educati ng and 

developing the ‘whole child’ through a focus on 

academic excellence, co-curricular disti ncti on, 

character and leadership development. We pride 

ourselves in providing an individualized approach to 

student learning.

As a result of their studies, students develop 
valuable skills, including: 

Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, 

confi dent and resilient. Our approach to educati on 

ensures that they are able to reach their full potenti al, 

achieve their personal and academic goals, and deal 

eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

If this is the type of educati on you want for 

your child, contact Pickering College today. 

We would be happy to provide you with more 

informati on and a tour of the school. Please call 

us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 or email us at 

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school in Newmarket 
for boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 where 
every student parti cipates in our Global Leadership Program

Independent Co-educati onal Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905.895.1700 ext. 259 
or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext. 259

Connect with us!

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discover

• advanced academic ability
• ti me management and self-reliance
• strong research and writi ng
• criti cal thinking abiliti es
• leadership and mentorship
• dialogue, communicati on and presentati on
• ability to design, invent and problem solve
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Making homes Exceptional Since 1992

905.773.1271 ⎜13270 Yonge St Unit #101
distinctwindowfashions.ca

DWF

Drapery, 

Window Coverings

Motorization,

Bedding 

Upholstery

DISTINCT WINDOW FASHIONS LTD.

Custom is more 
affordable 

than you think!

“Time for a change”: Junior Aurora Tigers adopt new look
By Jake Courtepatte

Out with the old, in with the new.
For the first time in two decades, and 

the first drastic change in the program’s 
history, the junior A Aurora Tigers will 
have a new logo for the 2017-18 season.

“The Bruins colours are great, the 
minor team’s logo is great, I just felt the 
junior A brand needed a change”, said 
Tigers owner Jim Thomson. “I’m hoping 
things like this can drum up even more 
interest.”

A slick, modernized version of  the 
Aurora Tiger eliminates the animal’s body 
in the logo, leaving a more minimalistic 
approach while altering the colours from 
black and yellow to black and gold.

Among the changes are a completely 
revamped set of  uniforms, from gloves, 
to jerseys, to socks, borrowing the colour 
scheme and pattern of  the NHL’s Vegas 

Golden Knights: a combination of  
black, gold, and hints of  red.

“I love the colours,” said 
Thomson, who came 
up with the idea after 
visiting Las Vegas 
for game one of  the 
Stanley Cup Finals 
against the Washington 
Capitals. “They’re slick, 
they stand out.”

Though a longstanding 
logo for the club, Thomson said 
when he bought the team three years ago, 
he was told of  troubles with the Hamilton 
Tigercats of  the CFL the franchise had 
experienced over copyright infringement.

“They came saying ‘you’re stealing 
our logo, that’s our logo,” said Thomson. 
“Since we’ve had the team, they’ve never 
come to us, but I’m thinking we do use the 
exact same logo. So, it’s time for change.”

Designing the logo was a man with a 

Minor Bantam Jay tagged for 
Under-16 Team Ontario

By Jake Courtepatte

Claire Johnson has grown used to 
being the only girl on an all-boys baseball 
team, ever since the days of  t-ball, and 
her debut with the Rookie Aurora-King 
Jays.

“I encouraged her to make the 
change to softball this past season, but 
she refused,” said her mother, Carmen 
Spiteri-Johnson. “Her love for baseball 
is very strong.”

This past weekend, the Aurora native 
used that passion as fuel to earn a 
selection to the Under-16 Team Ontario 
girls squad, at only 14 years of  age.

An open invitation to any girls 
under the age of  sixteen across the 
province, Johnson competed against 
approximately fifty other athletes in a 
six-tryout grind to claim a spot for the 
all-around Minor Bantam Jay.

Though mainly a first baseman, 
Johnson has utilized her skills at the 
catcher and pitcher position as well, 
often referred to as “coachable” by team 
staff.

“She listens to her coaches and tries to 
respond to their feedback both between 
and within games,” said Spiteri-Johnson.

Her keen eye and ear for the game 
comes with years of  experience: first 
picking up a baseball as a toddler, 
Johnson had two key mentors on the 
diamond at an early age in both her 
older brother Matt and older sister 
Olivia, who played baseball and softball 
respectively.

Referred to as “everyone’s little sister”, 
the young Johnson showed promise 
when she learned to pitch at the tender 
age of  three.

Team Ontario will travel to Bedford, 

Nova Scotia in late August to compete 
in the 2018 Under-16 Girls Invitational 
Championships, competing against the 
nine other provinces for the national 
title.

Beyond her first taste of  the provincial 
and national spotlight, Johnson has big 
plans for the future.

“Claire loves baseball and wants to 
play for as long as she can,” said Spiteri-
Johnson. “Her ultimate dream would be 
to get a scholarship, and maybe even see 
women playing in professional baseball 
leagues.”

A scholarship certainly seems in the 
books for the up-and-coming athlete: 
having recently graduated from grade 
eight at Highview Public School, 
Johnson was named co-Valedictorian, 
while earning a pair of  academic awards 
as well as the Female Athlete of  the Year, 
playing on seven or more sports teams 
between grades seven and eight.

Johnson would like to thank her 
teachers, Mr. Congram and Mr. 
Kaufman, for helping her achieve both 
her athletic and academic goals.

last name many Tigers fans will 
relate to. Brad Bricknell, 

father of  2017-18 Tigers 
captain Jake Bricknell 
was the leader in 
the new design, 
and creates all of  
the Tigers branded 
clothing from jerseys 

to t-shirts.
“He’s a really bright 

guy…I told him ‘this is 
what we’re looking for’, he sent 

me probably ten different looks, and this 
is what we landed on.”

The offseason branding is all part of  

a slogan of  “a new era” adopted by the 
Tigers this offseason.

“It’s almost like we’re looking to start 
fresh,” said Thomson. “We had a good 
playoff  run last year, but I still felt like we 
needed a new start.”

The team will also adopt a sponsored 
name for the 2017-18 season, sponsored 
by a major local business yet to be named 
publicly.

“We’re partnering with a local company 
in Aurora, they’re a big supporter of  the 
community, a big supporter of  ours, and 
we’re really excited about it.”

The new jerseys will be unveiled publicly 
at a press conference later this summer.

Submitted Photo
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          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2018/2019 REGISTRATION  

 

PRICE GOES UP June 30, 2018 
 
In-House Registration dates: By appointment 
     AMHA Office at the Aurora Community Centre 
     Yonge/Aurora Heights Drive 
      
On line registration is available for players who have previously played with us through our website 
link at www.auroraminorhockey.com. All new players must register in person. 
 
REGISTRATION fees for the 2018/2019 season are:  
 
 
Early Bird Registration Fee 
 
$660.00  Players born 1998 through 2012* 
 
(Registration fees increase by $50 on July 1, 2018) 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*New players with Aurora Minor Hockey must submit a copy of a birth certificate or passport and 
proof of residency. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
Refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2018 (less a $25 admin fee). 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2018. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 

 
 

 
 

 

“Polo for Heart” a high-class affair 
with charity at its centre

By Jake Courtepatte

One would find it easy to get caught 
up in the glitz and glamour of  Polo for 
Heart, held at the Toronto Polo Club in 
Richmond Hill.

After all, the equestrian enthusiasts from 
across Southern Ontario who converge 
on the grounds annually for a weekend of  
high-fashion, fine food, and the sport of  

kings are among the area’s elite: though at 
its core, the main focus of  attendees and 
volunteers alike is charity.

In fact, an incredible $6-million plus 
has been raised over the event’s 39 years 
to help fund heart disease and stroke 
treatment and research.

“It’s helped us do all kinds of  innovative 
work,” said Susan Mullin, President and 
CEO of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, the recipient of  the funds. “We’ve 

had a couple of  ‘world-firsts’ at Southlake, 
thanks to Polo for Heart in part.”

The “firsts” Mullin refers to includes 
the first surgery of  a ventricle inserted 
through the arm, as well as the first 
electronic monitor for a heart implanted 
in North America.

“This is an organization that has 
supported us for years, and we’re just 
thrilled to partner with them…it’s such a 
natural partnership.”

Historically dampened by bad weather 
conditions in recent years, this year’s event 
went off  without a hitch on Thursday 
evening, opening with the highly-
anticipated Polo Under the Stars.

Saturday’s agenda followed up with 
everything from a pair of  intense polo 
matches, to a performance by the 
Canadian Cowgirls show team, to the 
traditional champagne divot stomp, where 
guests enter the field at halftime to smooth 
the field while enjoying a glass of  bubbly.

Though Sunday’s weather was deemed 
to treacherous for riders and guests alike 
to attend, the event still drew thousands 
of  attendees between Thursday and 
Saturday, something Mullin said 
plays an important role in Southlake’s 
participation.

“It’s not just about the money,” said 
Mullin. “It’s about creating the awareness. 
“Southlake serves York Region, South 
Simcoe, and as far north as Muskoka for 
our cardiac programs, and we need to get 
that word out. It’s about fundraising for 
us, but it’s about community awareness 
raising as well, and that’s key.”

Every seven minutes, someone in 
Canada dies from heart disease and 
stroke. An estimated 1.6 million more are 
living with the devastating effects of  these 
diseases, while nine in ten Canadians have 
at least one risk factor, such as high blood 
pressure, obesity, tobacco use, lack of  
physical activity & diabetes.

Over 10,000 cardiac patients are 
treated at Southlake each year.

York-Simcoe 
captain Hillis 
drafted 
by NHL’s 
Canadiens

Ex-varsity Saint and York-Simcoe Express  
captain Cameron Hillis was drafted 66th 
overall by the Montreal Canadiens in the 
NHL Entry Draft on Saturday. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

Cam Hillis is used to wearing a 
‘C’ on his chest: he did so during the 
most important season of  his minor 
hockey career, while with the York-
Simcoe Minor Midget Express in 
2015-16.

Following Saturday’s NHL 
Entry Draft, Hillis will now get the 
opportunity to don another form of  
a ‘C’: the time-honoured logo of  the 
Montreal Canadiens.

Drafted early in the third round, 
66th overall in the 2018 NHL 
Entry Draft, it was his tenacity that 
attracted top scout Trevor Timmins 
to the NHL’s most storied franchise.

“He’s five-foot-ten, but he plays 
like he’s six-foot-four,” said Timmins 
in a media scrum following the draft. 
“He is as physical as (Canadiens 
right winger) Brendan Gallagher, 
but he’s just as determined.”

During the midpoint of  the 
2015-16 Express season, Hillis 
had committed to a scholarship at 
Providence College in the NCAA’s 
top division, a common route these 
days for elite Canadian athletes.

It was after putting up an 
astonishing 72 points in just 33 
games with the Minor Midget AAA 
Express that he put his academic 
goals on hold to follow his dream, 
going the traditional route in joining 
the Guelph Storm of  the OHL.

A highly-successful following 
season with the St. Andrew’s College 
Saints in Aurora, leading the varsity 
program in scoring, landed him a 
full-time role with the Storm.

59 points in 60 games as a 17-year 
old was all Montreal needed to see to 
put a jersey on the 5’10” centreman.

When reached after the draft, 
Hillis said it was “very special” to 
have his dream come true, adding it 
was his abilities as a playmaker that 
piqued the interest of  several NHL 
squads.

“I think I rely on my hockey sense, 
and my compete level every night,” 
said Hillis. “Seeing the ice, and 
making those little plays…because 
I’m not the biggest player out there, 
I kind of  have to rely on making the 
game a little faster and play a lot 
harder.”

Pulling on an NHL sweater for the 
first time was made even sweeter for 
Hillis, by the fact that he was able 
to celebrate his eighteenth birthday 
just one day after the draft.

“I think I may still be able to put 
on a couple more inches, and I’ve 
definitely got to fill out a little more 
if  I want to play at that next level. 
But this is definitely a nice birthday 
present for me.”

Just one year after three St. 
Andrews Saints were picked in 
the NHL Draft, Hillis joins fellow 
alumnus Kody Clark as this year’s 
crop of  Saints draftees, with the son 
of  ex-NHLer Wendel Clark going 
47th overall to the Washington 
Capitals.

Auroran photo by 
Jake Courtepatte
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From page 6

He’s earned every grey hair over the 
past 15 years. It’s the price you pay for 

brewing the best beer in town. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

2003 – 2018

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster
Andrew Kohnen 

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

15
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15
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15
YEARS
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Stewart Burnett soccer facility has rainy, but spirited kick-off

By Brock Weir

If  it was a natural turf  field, the opening 
kick-off  would have been soggy, muggy 
mess, but the new artificial turf  soccer 
facility at Stewart Burnett Park was more 
than up for the task.

Members of  the Aurora FC and 
Aurora Youth Soccer Club huddled 
under a tent early Sunday afternoon for 
the official opening of  the new 500 seat 
outdoor facility located just behind the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
and the Marilyn Redvers Tennis Centre 
on Wellington Street East. 

Doing the honours at the ceremony, 
which was also attended by Councillors 

John Abel and Jeff  Thom, were Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe and Roy Cohen, President 
of  the Aurora Youth Soccer Club.

“It is quite a pleasure to be here, even 
if  it is somewhat less than ideal weather, 
to celebrate the official opening of  this 
field, the Stewart Burnett Park Field,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “It is really a fabulous 
facility, and, as we all know, the World 
Cup is playing right now and this is also 
a FIFA regulation field. That is doubly 
impressive and seating for 500 people, it is 
really quite a tremendous facility and I am 
very pleased we have had the opportunity 
to put this together like this.

“Because it is an artificial turf  field, 
we are going to have longer playing, 
play later into the evening, and on the 

shoulder seasons. We cut down on our 
maintenance costs, so it is a good story 
all around. Thank you to everybody who 
has helped get this organized. Eventually 
we will also be adding in the area a splash 
pad and playground facilities to make it 
even more useful.”

With 500 seats, meeting FIFA regulation 
standards, and featuring electronic 
scoreboards and other amenities, the 
Stewart Burnett Field is now the official 
home of  the Aurora FC. The finishing 
touches on the park, including the splash 
pad and playground, as well as washroom 
facilities and a trail connection into the 
adjacent wildlife park, are expected to be 
completed in 2019. 

“I would like to say a quick thank you 

not only to our Town, our Mayor, but 
Council and the hard-work that they 
do for us on behalf  of  all the sporting 
communities and to have better facilities 
for you young ladies and all our other 
teams,” said Mr. Cohen. “It is an honour 
to be a part of  the Aurora Football Club, 
more importantly the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club. We are [going on our] 55th 
year of  service in Aurora and I have been 
a part of  20 of  them. I am very proud, I 
am very blessed and very honoured to be 
a part of  it. I am happy for our athletes 
and our participants.

“It is very, very important to them to 
have good quality fields and facilities and 
our Town is doing it. They are making it 
happen.”

(Top) Seema Sakran winds up to take a shot on Aliya Garrett at Sunday’s official opening  
of the artificial turf field at Stewart Burnett Park. (Above) Presiding over the opening were 
Mayor Geoff Dawe, AYSC president Roy Cohen and Councillors Jeff Thom and John Abel. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

upon ourselves. The here and the now 
is what we use to authentically assess 
a situation for what it truly is and the 
here and now is where I can assess if  I 
am able to handle the situation and if  
I have the right tools to be mindful of  
the situation I am in. Islam teaches me 
in many ways to be mindful of  what 
I am about to start before I go into it 
and I want to go into every situation 
giving off  positive energy.

“I want to go into every situation 
with the pretext I am going to learn 
from the other and I am going to 
collaborate with the other. If  this is 
my goal as a service provider, I better 
check myself  and I better check 
myself  often, for I possess the ability 
to error and I always will. Therefore, 
mindfulness is the most powerful tool I 
have in my service delivery toolbox to 
face my cognitive biases.”

But, according to Ms. Wong, 
mindfulness can’t really be 
administered in practice, or in your 
day to day life, until you actually 

experience it. Hence, the exercise she 
walked the crowd through above. This 
continued with asking the audience 
to take a deep breath and exhale, 
following the breath out of  your body 
for as long as you can.

“How many of  you noticed that 
your mind wanders? How many of  you 
noticed the content of  your thoughts? 
How many of  you were aware that 
even though you try and stay with your 
breath, the mind just goes off ? How 
many of  you noticed how your mind 
runs almost on autopilot before you did 
this exercise?” she asked. “Basically, 
this very brief  exercise just brings two 
very brief  points about mindfulness 
– one is for us to be mindful we need 
to be grounded in the body. Only the 
body is in the here and the now. Only 
when we are grounded and connected 
to the body are we aware about what 
is going on in the mind. Forget about 
cognitive bias; how many of  us are 
even aware that our body is running 
and all these thoughts are going on? 
That is the starting point.”

Awareness is the “Starting Point” 
in making a difference
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 2018 Call for Proposals now open for The Enabling Accessibility Fund 
(EAF) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The EAF provides funding for eligible capital projects that increase accessibility for people with disabilities in              
Canadian communities and workplaces, creating more opportunities for people with disabilities to participate in 

community activities, programs and services, or access employment opportunities.  
 

The new call for proposals under the EAF includes two funding streams:  
 

1) The Workplace Accessibility Stream gives eligible businesses and other employers across Canada the opportunity to            
submit funding proposals for projects that improve accessibility and safety for people with disabilities through the construction,             

renovation or retrofit of workplaces and the provision of accessible information and communications technologies so that            
people with disabilities can access employment opportunities.   

2) The Community Accessibility Stream provides funding for projects that help improve accessibility and safety for people with        
disabilities through the construction, renovation or retrofit of community facilities and venues, and the provision of accessible                      

information and communications technologies so that community programs and services can be accessed by people with           
disabilities.   

Not-for-profit organizations, for profit organizations (with up to 99 full-time equivalent employees), small municipalities                            
(with population under 125,000), Indigenous organizations (including band councils, tribal councils and self-government entities)                

and territorial  governments are eligible to apply for project funding of up to $100,000 under both the workplace and the                    
community accessibility funding streams. 

 

Eligible applicants can submit proposals until July 26, 2018. 
 

Website:  www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/enabling-accessibility-fund  

Questions? 

For additional information or assistance, 

 please contact the Constituency Office at: 

 Tel: 905-953-7515 
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Like a Phoenix rising from the ashes: New exhibition 
charts 200 years of Aurora United Church

By Brock Weir

They were once sold as fundraisers to 
support restoration work, but, in a sad 
twist of  fate, these bits and pieces of  an 
old pipe organ, are one of  the few remains 
of  what was once Aurora United Church.

But, as Aurora United Church (AUC) 
works towards becoming that legendary 
phoenix to rise from the ashes of  their 
April 2014 fire, these pieces of  pipe 
organ have come together to form a very 
poignant visual reminder of  this end goal. 

“Phoenix Rising,” a vivid sculptural 
mixed media piece by AUC parishioner 
Holly Williamson, forms one of  the 
centrepieces of  “200 Years at Tyler and 
Yonge”, a new exhibition which opens this 
week at the Aurora Museum & Archives. 

Marking the bicentennial of  what is now 
the Aurora United Church community, 
it features an array of  archival material 
salvaged from the burnt out church, 
pieces from the Museum archives, items 
recovered over the course of  archeological 
digs on the Yonge and Tyler site ahead 
of  a ground-breaking on a new church 
facility, and visual displays of  what Aurora 

United Church wants to be over the next 
200 years. 

The exhibit is co-curated by church 
historian Helen Roberts, alongside 
parishioners Mary Smith and Bill 
Newman. Ms. Roberts and Ms. Smith 
were hard at work Friday putting the 
finishing touches on the exhibition, which 
was set to open June 27 as The Auroran 
went to press.

Looking forward to the Grand 
Opening, they said they were eager to 
drive home the message that although 
the church building was destroyed, the 
congregation continues to thrive.

“There are people who don’t even 
know we’re still around, but the building 
burned down, the church did not,” 
says Ms. Roberts. “The congregation is 
still alive and kicking, well, and moving 
forward. The building’s gone, but there 
have already been three buildings on the 
property, and the journey continues.”

The “Journey” is very much the driving 
force behind this exhibition, highlighting 
the journey from its very beginning as 
Tyler’s Meeting House in 1818, founded 
by landowner William Tyler. 

“Our 200th Anniversary committee 

came together and worked out a theme,” 
says Ms. Roberts. We wanted to look at 
what the church has really stood for over 
200 years other than worship. We decided 
a lot of  it was service – service to the 
community, world service, and service to 
each other.”

This is highlighted in many areas, 
from the “reach out” programs AUC has 
spearheaded over the years benefiting 
the community both locally and abroad, 
as well as the Rise & Shine Breakfast, a 
weekly meal bringing together food and 
fellowship that continued without missing 
a beat little more than 12 hours after the 
fire. 

“We look at this as a journey,” says Ms. 
Roberts. “It starts in 1818 and, in 2018, it is 
still continuing into our church building.”

As an AUC member, Ms. Smith has 
been along for 50 years of  this journey 
and, when the opportunity popped up to 
be a part of  this commemoration, she says 
she jumped at the chance. 

“As a member for 50 years, the church 
means a lot to me,” says Ms. Smith. “It 
just felt very dear to my heart to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary and thought I could 
help. I had no experience in this kind of  
thing, but I thought I could be the gopher! 
Helen was the knowledge and I did a 
lot of  things to just help, which is good, 
because we need lots of  help.”

A great deal of  help also came from 
Shawna White, Curator of  the Aurora 
Museum & Archives, as well as the 
Museum’s Michelle Johnson, who aided 
with the mural-like timelines, panels, and 
provided pointers on how to properly 
display the artefacts in this new setting. 

But these artefacts are only a fragment 
of  what could have been. Ms. Roberts was 
tasked with stewarding an abundance of  
materials related to the church, including 
original framed plans for the last church 
building, but much of  this went up in 
smoke. 

What survived, however, provides a 
tangible link to the past.

“We have the 1878 account book from 
the trustees who were in charge of  building 
the 1878 building, which is, of  course, the 
one that burned down,” says Ms. Roberts. 
“We had the minute book from that same 
group. The minute book disappeared in 
the fire, but the account book survived; 
they were identical books and they were in 
the same place, so I don’t know why one 
lived and one did not. We were looking 
at the women’s organizations items: we 
have the treasurer’s accounts from the 
1800s where she collected the money and 
sent it to the National church in Toronto 
and they sent a receipt back to her. It is 
amazing the number of  things that just 
pop up at you. We also have the charter 
for the Third Aurora Scouts, which is 60 
years old this year, and that survived the 
fire and that is kind of  special to have.”

Rounding out the exhibition is an 
original coat belonging to a “saddlebag 
preacher”, the type of  which would have 
originally served Tyler’s Meeting House, 
featuring a formal coat with a pocket in 
the tails in which to snugly hold a bible; an 
original choir robe that survived the fire; 
documents charting AUC’s war dead; 
and, found in the archaeological dig, a 
glass jar top from a company in Hamilton, 
and a small “Frozen Charlotte” doll which 
served as a cautionary tale to Victorian 
youngsters.

By the time the new church is built, the 
curators hope Ms. Williamson’s piece will 
find a place in the new building.

“The whole theme of  Phoenix Rising 
from the Flames is so meaningful to 
our church – rising from the ashes and 
becoming a new creation,” says Ms. 
Smith. 

“The spirit of  [reaching out] is still 
there and it is still working,” notes Ms. 
Roberts.

200 Years at Yonge & Tyler is on now 
through October 1. The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is located at 22 Church Street 
inside the Church Street School.

(Main) The glass jar and “Frozen Charlotte” were recovered from the church site during re-
cent archaeological digs. (Inset) Co-curating this exhibition are Helen Roberts and Mary Smith, 
pictured. as well as Bill Newman. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Ontario students send different message to Queen’s 
Park – but Aurora bucks the trend

By Brock Weir

Aurora might have crested a blue 
wave in the June 7 Provincial election, 
which sent PC candidates Christine 
Elliott and Michael Parsa to Queen’s 
Park – but if  local students had their 
say, this blue wave might have been 
doused by an orange crush province-
wide.

Local teens in the province-wide 
Student Vote program bucked the 
Provincial trend which sent Doug Ford’s 
Progressive Conservatives to Toronto 
with a decisive majority; instead, these 
teens, most of  whom were below voting 
age, elected Andrea Horwath and the 
NDP into a majority government.

By the afternoon of  election 
night, 2,166 schools across Ontario, 
representing all 124 electoral districts, 
reported their results.

While the students voted Ms. Elliott 
and Mr. Parsa into office, they would 
have been part of  the official opposition. 
Province-wide, participants elected 
Andrea Horwath and the Ontario 
NDP to form a majority government 
with 66 seats and 32 per cent of  the 
vote.

Doug Ford and the Progressive 
Conservatives took 45 seats and 27 per 
cent of  the popular vote.

As far as students were concerned, 
however, it was very much the same 
story for Kathleen Wynne and the 
Ontario Liberals – but just slightly 
better than the actual results of  just 
seven seats, one seat shy of  official 
party status.

Students elected 11 Liberal 
members, handing them 19 per cent of  
the popular vote. Ms. Wynne, however, 
would have lost her seat to NDP 
candidate Amara Possian.

Rounding out the results was the 
Green Party with two seats.

“What makes this even more 
incredible is the timing,” said Taylor 
Gunn, President and CEO of  CIVIX. 
“This is the busiest time of  year for 
schools with culminating activities, 
assessments and exams, and more than 
5,000 teachers have made citizenship 
education a priority. We are sincerely 
grateful for the time and energy 
dedicated to the program by teachers.”

Student Vote is the flagship program 
of  CIVIX, a national civic education 
charity focused on developing the 
habits of  active and engaged citizenship 
among young people. CIVIX 
programming focuses on the themes of  
elections, government budgets, elected 
representatives and news literacy.

Participating Aurora schools voting 
in Newmarket-Aurora – that is, on 
the north side of  Wellington Street 
– included St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School, St. Jerome 
Catholic Elementary School, Our Lady 
of  Grace Catholic Elementary School, 
and Lester B. Pearson Public School.

Riding-wide, Ms. Elliott of  the PC 
Party placed first with 639 student 

votes, followed by Melissa Williams of  
the NDP with 449. Coming in third 
was incumbent Liberal Chris Ballard 
with 358, followed by Michelle 
Bourdeau of  the Green Party with 
183 and independent Dorian Baxter 
with 60.

At St. Max, Christine Elliott came 
in first place with 58 votes, followed by 
incumbent Liberal Chris Ballard with 
39, NDP candidate Melissa Williams 
with 24, and Michelle Bourdeau of  
the Green Party with 20. 

Ms. Elliott also took the St. Jerome 
poll with 52 votes to 15 for Mr. 
Ballard, 14 for Bob Yaciuk of  the 
Trillium Party, and Ms. Williams 
and Ms. Bourdeau tied with 10 votes 
apiece.

Ms. Elliott handily won the Our 
Lady of  Grace ballot with 71 votes to 
Ms. Williams 54. Coming in third was 
Mr. Ballard with 28.

It was a different story over at Lester 
B. Pearson where Ms. Bourdeau came 
out on top with 35 votes, with Mr. 
Ballard coming in second with 31. 
Third place went to Ms. Elliott with 
27 and Ms. Williams 19.

A total of  seven schools on the south 
side of  Wellington Street participated 
in the race for Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill. Mr. Parsa won the 
riding with 1,284 votes. Katrina Sale 
of  the NDP was second with 741 
votes, followed by Liberal Naheed 
Yaqubian with 580 and Stephanie 
Nicole Duncan with 304.

It was a tight race between Mr. 
Parsa and Ms. Sale at Aurora High 
School, with the PC candidate 
receiving 85 votes compared to the 
NDP collecting 80. In third place 
came Liberal Naheed Yaqubian with 
41, followed by Ms. Duncan with 39. 

Mr. Parsa won Cardinal Carter 
by a wide margin, taking the poll 
with 73 votes compare to second 
place finisher Ms. Sale with 24. Ms. 
Yaqubian was third with 16, followed 
by Ms. Duncan with 13.

It was a similar affair at Holy 
Spirit Catholic Elementary School, 
where Mr. Parsa cleaned up with 
67 votes compare to Ms. Sale’s 42. 
Ms. Yaqubian came third with 35, 
followed by Ms. Duncan with 19.

Light of  Christ Catholic Elementary 
School was a different story altogether. 
Ms. Yaqubian and Ms. Sale tied with 
43 votes each, compared to 34 taken 
by Mr. Parsa. Coming in fourth was 
Santiago Amesh Desilva of  the None 
of  the Above Direct Democracy Party 
with 14 votes.

Regency Acres Public School also 
bucked the trend with Ms. Duncan 
and the Greens taking the poll with 
22 votes, compared to Ms. Sale’s 15. 
Mr. Parsa was third with eight and 
Ms. Yaqubian fourth with six.

Over at St. Joseph Catholic 
Elementary School, Ms. Sale took 
the poll for the NDP with 23 votes, 
followed by Mr. Parsa with 16, Ms. 

Yaqubian with six and Ms. Duncan 
and Margarita Barsky of  the Ontario 
Moderate Party tied with one apiece.

Ms. Yaqubian was victorious at 

ESC Renaissance with 23 votes, 
followed by a tight race between Ms. 
Sale and Mr. Parsa with 17 and 16 
respectively. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 28
Neighbourhood Network will host a special 

community barbecue today at Ada Johnson Park from 5 – 
8 p.m. As part of  its 10 year celebrations, Neighbourhood 
Network will be hosting a free community barbeque in 
each of  its partnered municipalities. The purpose of  
these barbeques is to engage with new residents, have 
people meet their neighbours, and to continue building 
better communities together! Neighbourhood Network 
is excited to be partnering with the Optimist Club, who 
will be providing all food to help facilitate this event, as 
well as the York Regional Police who will be providing 
activities for attendees.

SATURDAY, JUNE 30
DANCE IN THE PARK – The Rotary Club of  

Aurora presents the annual Dance in the Park tonight 
to kick off  the Canada Day weekend. The party runs 
from 7 – 11 p.m. at Town Park. Great music, dancing 
food, a beer garden and more. For more information, 
visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday.

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
Come out to Yonge Street this morning for Aurora’s 

annual Canada Day Parade. Join the Town of  Aurora 
from 10 – 11 a.m. as the parade moves down Yonge 
Street from Mosley Street to Murray Drive. Kids can 
participate in pre-parade sidewalk chalking at 9.30 
a.m. outside of  the Aurora Public Library. For more 
information, visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday. 

* * * * 
The Canada Day party continues over at Lambert 

Willson Park (135 Industrial Parkway North) from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Join the Town of  Aurora for exciting 
Canada Day celebrations. Activities begin at 11 a.m. 
with free pancakes (while supplies last), live music, a 
cake cutting, citizenship reaffirmation ceremony, crafts, 
food vendors and much more. Fireworks begin at dusk.

* * * * 
While you’re at Lambert Willson Park, come by the 

Royal Canadian Legion just south of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex for more celebrations. Featuring a 
barbeque, music by Good Company, and more fun. 
Bring the whole family.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series kicks 

off  today with Team T&J. T&J take kids interactive 
music and entertainment to incredible heights with 
high-energy and uplifting messaging. Concerts are free, 
food vendors will be on site. For your comfort, please 
bring your own portable chair. A food donation for the 
Aurora Food Pantry is appreciated. 7 – 8 p.m. at Town 
Park. Preceded from 5 – 9 p.m. with a sampling from 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

SATURDAY, JULY 7
The community is invited for the Kerry’s Place 

Community Carnival, which takes place today at 
Town Park from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in conjunction with 
Art in the Park. Fun, food, arts and crafts, a bouncy 
castle, face painting, live music and lots of  fun for the 
whole family. Register by visiting www.kerrysplace.org/
communitycarnival.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park Summer Series 

continues tonight with the Country Legends Tribute 
Tour. Don’t miss North America’s #1 Country Music 
Tribute show featuring the music of  the biggest names 
on the country scene including Keith Urban and Garth 
Brooks. Concerts are free, food vendors will be on 
site. For your comfort, please bring your own portable 
chair. A food donation for the Aurora Food Pantry is 
appreciated. 7 – 9 p.m. at Town Park. Preceded from 
5 – 9 p.m. with a sampling from the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1
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BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

MOVING

MASONRY

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you 

want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

SEE the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
REFRIGERATION • PROCESS COOLING • AMMONIA

151 Applewood Cres., Unit 17
Concord, Ontario
L4K 4E3

Tel: 416-410-3450
thermalconcepts@rogers.com

ThermalConcepts.ca

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Professionally Installing:
• Stone
• Brick
• Block

• Chimneys
• Flagstone

Spenser Wilson

647.542.0559
rightmasonry@gmail.com

Masonry
Restoration
Specialists

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

Smart Led Lighting Technology 
ECRA/ESA  #7010869

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL •

sales@nexstarlighting.com 905.727.2001

WE SELL & DELIVER  FIREWOOD

Cynthia, 
To this latest proof, the client says:

HI Zach 

I would like the line to Go at 
the VERY BOTTOM

Maybe if not enough space 
make the pictures a bit shorter..

This one Right now can’t even 
be read..

Thanks
Pearl

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.comRe-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding  Refinishing  Sales  Installation  Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

1.844.732.7575
1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com
Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

 

   Commercial Cleaning                            

Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 

Residential Cleaning 

10% OFF All Services 

Pressure Washing                     

Get in Touch For A Free Estimate 
uhsfloorcare.com 

info@uhsfloorcare.com 

(647) 969-3991 
 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 28, 2018Page  24             Page 25

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

C O N S T R U C -
T I O N  C O M -
P A N Y  
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office:  
905-597-0227.

SERVICES

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

ADVERTISE TAR AND CHIP

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

PROPANE TECH SUPPORT
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

PAINT TINTING SPECIALIST 
for busy factory in Bolton
Knowledge in automotive + 

industrial paint a plus (ie. ex-painter)
Some computer skills 

Will pay top dollar for the 
right candidate

5 days a week 8am to 4pm
Must have a drivers license

Please apply within’

530 Piercey Road, Bolton ON 

905-857-8899

Good wages and growth opportunities!
Must have some computer skills and a valid drivers 

license for occasional deliveries.
Automotive and industrial paint experience an asset.

Mon. to Fri. 8am-5pm, Sat. 8am-12pm
Please apply within

905-760-1166
176 Creditstone Road, Unit 1 Vaughan ON L4K 4H7  

• customer service
• mixing paint
• invoicing

• inventory
• shipping
• receiving

Aurora Montessori School has 
openings for the following positions

� Lunch Supervisors
� Before/After School Staff
� Supply Assistants
� Accredited RECE! 
� Montessori Teachers

Contact Maria or Sandy 
at 905-841-0065

Immediate Openings Caledon area

• Certified Forklift, Reach, Walkie 
Operators

• Experienced Picker-Packers
• Fibre Optics positions ( OSP  
Planner, Directional Boring 
Operator)

• Warehouse Manager  
(New Location)

• New Home Construction Service 
Tech (Very Exp. with Tarion  
Guidelines)

• HVAC Technician  
( 313A, G-2 req’d)

• Senior Buyer (Steel exp. req’d)
• Office Manager  
(Construction Exp. a must) 

• Experienced Industrial Spray 
Painter

• Licensed Millwright
• Fitter / Welder
• Industrial Machine Assembler

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

I N T E R L O C K 
GARDENS LAWN 
CARE, Eavestrough 
and window cleaning 
and much more. 905-
252-8294

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

ADVERTISE IN 
THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

CALL  
905-727-3300 

EXT 102

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Herd Reduction 
Auction Sale

for Paradise Farms & Ransa Corp.
Saturday July 7th at 12:00pm 

To be held at the Ontario Stockyards, 3807 Hwy 89 Cookstown, ON    From Hwy 400 come west on 
Hwy 89 for 1.7km to sales barn on South side of road.  From the town of  Cookstown come East 2.4km 
to sales barn.
Cattle
Wagyus:  (54)cows:  4-10yrs old, 75% & over, various stages, most due now; (2)bulls 
Highlands: (20)cows: some with calves at side; (10)heifers: 2yrs old, ready to breed; 
(15)mixed  yearlings; (1)bull 4 yrs old
(80) Commercial cows: black, 4-5yrs old, all rebred Angus, some with calves at side
(4) Black Angus bulls - 1-1/2yrs old, registered with papers
Note:  All heifers/cows have been vaccinated with Triangle 10 & Scourguard 4KC.
           Preg-checked by Dr. Rob Swackhammer (Upper Grand Vet Services) prior to sale.
Cattle Sale to be held Inside                
                              Restaurant open                                       Washroom Available
Contact:  Rob Hasson  (416) 817-7339
Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer will
not be held responsible for accident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal 
announcements on day of sale take precedence over written ads.
 Auctioneers:  Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264  Scott Bessey  (519) 843-5083 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

CADS CANADA 
INCORPORATED 

Automotive Driving Simulator
WANTED    

A team to run this company

Incorporated with a Federal Charter in 1992 with 1,000 
shares, is a multimillion dollar operation. Initiated, designed and 
financed, so far by a single person, who has designed, viable 
mobile Units to evaluate and upgrade vehicle drivers.

It has no debts and is now looking for a full  Administration 
Team to take the company forward to a multimillion dollar 
operation.

The initial plan calls for two years of prototype Research 
and Development at a cost of under a million dollars,  followed 
by a production operation, producing a minimum of 5 units per 
month, each unit costing about $25,000 and each producing 
over $50,000  per month; with 60 units per year,  for which 
initial financing of $15 million will be needed.

The Prototype plan which will require some $900,000 for 
a two years Research & Development period to prove to 'The 
Powers that be' that the concept is possible, viable, and unique 
and is worth financing.

The team I am looking for should consist of the following: 
applying as an existing group (not individuals):

An overall leader (President); Marketing Director  
(not sales), Secretary/bookkeeper

 Existing are:  Technical Director (Cliff Davies - the  
   present president). 

   Treasurer (Bernie Howe, on contract)

Please do not apply individually, but as a team or  
existing business.

      
Cliff Davies: 905 727 2244
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered
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EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
Our students studying Spanish put their language skills to the test 

during a two-week excursion to Peru. They parti cipated in a community 
engagement project, challenged themselves to trek through the 

Andes and discovered the magnifi cent Machu Picchu.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6 to 8):  
Our 21st century integrati ve, exploratory approach to learning connects 
students to the real world. We emphasize the development of rati onal 

and criti cal thinking through project-based learning.

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 9 to 12): 
Pickering College prepares students for university while also encouraging 

them to make a diff erence in the world as ethical, compassionate and 
values-based decision-makers. Our academic curriculum focuses on 

excellence and innovati on while ensuring students have a solid 
understanding of core subjects. All students also have countless opportuniti es 

to parti cipate in leadership acti viti es, community service, sports and the 
arts and excursions, both locally and globally.

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discover

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE 
in some grades for September 2018 admission

Inquire Now for 

Grade 6 & Grade 9 entry years
16945 Bayview Ave. Newmarket

CARING, DIVERSE COMMUNITY
Our students represent a diversity of cultures, religions and perspecti ves, 
and our boarding program (Grades 7-12) welcomes internati onal students 

from more than 25 countries. From Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12, 
Pickering College students learn from one another and develop mutual 

respect and a deeper understanding of other nati ons and cultures.
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Discover 
Pickering College 

in Newmarket
Our Mission is to insti l in each individual the ability 

and responsibility to make the world greater, bett er 

and more beauti ful than they discovered it.

Apply now for 
September 2018

Limited space sti ll available in some grades

Admission tours available on Wednesdays 
in July & August:

9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m. 

PLEASE REGISTER: 905-895-1700 ext. 259

For more informati on please call 
905-895-1700 ext. 259 
or email us at 
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

• Fully integrated Global Leadership Program (JK to Grade 12)

• Dedicated and caring teachers who are specialists in their fi eld

• Small class sizes and personalized att enti on at every grade

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• Full recreati onal and competi ti ve co-curricular program

• Hot lunch program

• 100% placement at top universiti es in Canada and around the world

Our graduates are well prepared 

for what lies ahead 

in post-secondary education 

and as global citizens.

INQUIRE NOW

for Grade 6 & Grade 9 

entry years


