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Dawe, Mrakas kick off the race for Mayor
By Brock Weir

One declared his intention to run in 
February, the other – well, his intentions 
were, in his own words, “the worst kept 
secret in Aurora,” but both made it 
official on Tuesday morning.

Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Councillor 
Tom Mrakas officially filed their 
nomination papers for Aurora’s top 
job as soon as nominations opened 
Tuesday morning, kick –starting the 
2018 Municipal Election and the race 
for mayor.

“I am enthusiastic about the 
prospects,” said Mayor Dawe when 
asked why he wanted to file his 
nomination at the earliest possible 

moment. “We have a new grandson, 
our first one, and it is very special and 
unique, but it has also caused me to 
re-look at a lot of  priorities and it is 
really quite amazing. Part of  that is a 
re-invigoration of  what I would like to 
see happen in our community.

“Our Town is changing. It was on the 
horizon a number of  years ago that we’re 
moving from a growth community to a 
mature community and that’s exactly 
where we’re going. It requires a different 
level of  thinking, a different type of  
thinking, and it certainly requires a far 
more collaborative approach to how we 
do things. So, that requires that we step 
back and reassess how we have done 
things and how we can move forward.”

On Councillor Mrakas’ part, he said 

he wanted to get his nomination papers 
early because “it has been the worst-
kept secret in Aurora.”

“I am looking forward to discussing 
the issues and how we can have 
conversations about how we make sure 
our community is served in the best 
possible way,” he said, noting growth 
and development are issues top of  
mind. “It’s the fact that we need to 
ensure that we continue to grow the way 
we want as Aurora. So, the good thing 
is with the OMB (Ontario Municipal 
Board) being no more, it allows us, as 
a municipality, to have that alternate 
authority and ultimate say. I think we 
need strong leadership that works, and 
we will make sure we grow the way we 
want to grow.

1 Vata Court, Aurora 
905.713.2317
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Federal Conservative leader Andrew Scheer, left, sat down for a one-on-one interview 
with Brock Weir, editor of The Auroran, on Saturday afternoon during a series of stops in 
York and Peel.                   Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Conservative leader pledges to put “people ahead of government”
By Brock Weir

Andrew Scheer will mark his first 
year as leader of  the Conservative 
Party of  Canada this month.

In the 12 months since his 
election to replace Stephen 
Harper as the Party’s permanent 
leader, and succeed Rona 
Ambrose as Leader of  the 
Opposition, Mr. Scheer has criss-
crossed the country meeting with 
Canadians from coast to coast 
and, in doing so, says he sees a 
“unique opportunity” to speak to 

AND THEY’RE OFF – It was a photo finish at Town Hall on Tuesday morning on entering the 2018 Mayor’s Race. The first candidates to register for the 
upcoming municipal election were Councillor Tom Mrakas and Mayor Geoff Dawe, both of whom are vying for Aurora’s top job. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

 Wake up 
and smell the coffee 

Call us today and experience the difference!
Direct: 905-727-1961  ⎜ info@susancowen.com
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Ribbon Cutting                               Ceremony 1:00 p.m.

Grand OpeningGrand Opening

Wednesday June 20th – Noon to 4 p.m.
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The ribbon 
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will be done by 

Aurora’s Mayor Dawe.   
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presented by the Town of Aurora in association 
with the Society of York Region Artists

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/artshow

Saturday, May 5, 2018 & Sunday, May 6, 2018 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free admission

Aurora Town Hall 
100 John West Way

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.
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Performers in the upcoming production of the Temple of Fame donned their costumes for a launch event at the Aurora Cultural Centre last Wednesday. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Temple of Fame to show the progress of women, 
and how much work there is still to do

By Brock Weir

A lot has changed in Canada over the 
last 100 years.

At this time, just a century ago, we were 
at the height of  war, our men were dying 
by the thousands, and women were just on 
the cusp of  getting the vote.

It seems a world away but, in many 
respects, that century hasn’t seen wholesale 
change across the board. In many parts of  
Canada, there are still biases to address, 
stigmas to tackle, and long-simmering 
questions to ultimately be asked and 
answered.

That is part of  what drew Kim Wheatley 
to the Temple of  Fame. 

Next weekend, May 11 – 13, on its 
centenary, the Aurora Museum & Archive 

will re-mount The Temple of  Fame, a 
modernized  play which has, since its first 
performance here in Aurora in 1900, 
celebrated the achievements and impact 
of  remarkable women throughout history.

Modernized for today’s audiences by 
local writer and actress Corrie Clark – and, 
in this case “modernized” means adding 
and subtracting characters to reflect 
today’s cultural awareness and sensitivity 
– the play will be brought to life by many 
local women (and a few men) and bring 
together the efforts of  a whole community.

The first performance will take place 
at Trinity Anglican Church on Friday, 
May 11 at 8.30 p.m. This performance 
will feature an opening reception hosted 
by Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Leona Alleslev entitled “Beyond the 
Crown: Celebrating Strong Women.”

The second performance will take place 
at the same time Saturday evening, with 
a special evening reception hosted by the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce.

Mother’s Day will be marked with a 
Sunday matinee at 2.30 p.m. featuring a 
Mother’s Day Tea, in two sittings, hosted 

by the Aurora Historical Society.
The Temple of  Fame is based on a 

poem by Alexander Pope and features 
women throughout history pleading their 
case before the “Goddess of  Fame” on 
why they should win the crown and take 
their rightful place in the Pantheon. 

Over time, and in its many iterations, 
it has featured largely white women, 
occasionally figures of  colonialism.

This time is markedly different and, in 
auditioning for a place in the production, 
Ms. Wheatley, an Ojibwe women, says she 
sensed an opportunity.

Ms. Wheatley takes on three different 
roles in The Temple of  Fame, an 
allegorical “Canada” and the warrior 
Queen Boudicca, but, perhaps most 
importantly, she is sharing the story of  
Shkoden Neegaan Waawaaskonen.

That is, she’s sharing her own story. 
Shkoden Neegaan Waawaaskonen is 
her spirit name. The member of  the 
Shawnaga First Nation is an Anishnaabe 
Cultural Consultant who has dedicated 
her life to foster and renew relationships 
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many

sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

18 years of the best care for seniors 

www.laservices.ca  

Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS), 
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (offi ce) 

905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca

• Care at home and in other residential settings  

• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care 

• RN supervised

• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc. 

• Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry 

• Meal planning and preparation

• Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments

• Joyful companionship and much more

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would 
recommend it to anyone who needs care 
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.

How can I care for my aging loved one now – 
or, in the future?

It takes so much time! …and, so much worry! 
…and, so much to do!  HELP!

WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER 
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?

and partnerships in this country that 
should be the norm.

“Shkoden Neegaan Waawaaskonen 
is a personal expression of  who I am, 
because it is truly who I am,” she explains. 
“As an Ojibwe woman, it is an honour to 
be included as part of  the panorama of  
women that are going to be presenting 
their claim for the crown. I am very 
excited about this. Boudicca is a warrior 
and I take into positive expressions of  my 
anger and my passion; it is a little out of  
my element, but I was so excited to have 
an opportunity to portray strong women, 
and that is what I am doing.

“As ‘Canada’ I am representing a new 
nation of  people. This nation affected 
my people on a personal level greatly. I 
like holding the space of  land and really 
reminding people that yes, there is land 
here, but there were people here long 
before this land got this new name. I am 
looking forward to inserting elements of  
truth and really kind of  nudging people 
into a recognition that [Canada] is longer 
than 150 years with my presence.”

Ms. Wheatley describes herself  as a 
“cultural educator” rather than “cultural 
performer.” The lines are definite. A 
performer, she says, is pretending to be 
something; but this is who she really is.

“My role in the public realm is to 
remind people of  the true history of  
Canada, the fact that we are still here, 
sensitize them towards another way of  
knowing and renew the relationships and 
partnerships we should have as sovereign 
nations in this country.”

The Temple of  Fame has brought 
together a diverse cross-section of  local 
women to breathe life into an equally 
diverse cross section of  international 
“her-story.”

Patricia Wallace, for instance, is taking 
on three roles, including that of  Elizabeth 
I.

Having retired from her job with 
the York Regional Police earlier this 
year, Ms. Wallace says she was looking 
for volunteer opportunities within the 
community, and Shawna White, Curator 
of  the Aurora Museum and Archives, 
suggested she come out to audition for 
Temple of  Fame.

“She said, ‘Have I got the thing for 
you!’ and I thought, ‘Come on! I’ve never 
acted in my life, but okay!’ I came out to 
the auditions, still laughing at myself  that 
I was even considering it, got up there, 
read the part, and lo and behold I got 
a part – I couldn’t believe it,” says Ms. 
Wallace. “What attracted me is it is a part 
of  Aurora history. It is 100 years old, it 

speaks to the progression of  women in 
Canadian and North American society, 
business, education, how far we have 
come and how far we have yet to go. 
What we achieved over 100 years is really 
a drop in the budget. That is important 
as a review of  the next 100 years, so we 
can see our way forward.”

This is a sentiment shared by Alison 
Collins-Mrakas, who takes on the role 
of  “The Goddess” to whom each of  the 
women are pleading their cases.

“I think it is an extraordinary 
opportunity for a once in a century 
event,” says Ms. Collins-Mrakas. “In this 
age of  #metoo and empowerment, it 
is a positive story about the history and 
resilience of  women and what they can 
achieve.”

For Jasmine Johnson, this is not only a 
chance to be part of  local history, but to 
explore roots as well.

“When I heard it was about women 
and a 100 year old play, I was interested 
to see what characters they added, which 
characters were removed, and how it 
would all come together in the end,” says 
Ms. Johnson, who plays a “Woman of  
the Next Century” as well as Mary Ann 
Shadd, the first Black publisher in North 
America. “I studied so much Black history 
and I never heard of  her before. The fact 
she wasn’t in any prominent books makes 
her an important character for people to 
know about and the influence she had on 
both Canada and the United States.”

It is all about these opportunities for 
Ms. Wheatley.

As she looks forward to the Mother’s 
Day Weekend performances, she says 
she hopes the latest incarnation of  The 
Temple of  Fame opens up a dialogue, 
particularly between indigenous and 
non-indigenous peoples.

“I hope that people are more than 
curious and they do get to the stage 
of  asking questions and continuing to 
provide invitations for us to be part of  
events and performances and gatherings 
that happen, not only in Aurora,  but 
across the Region. “We’re still here and 
we’re always open and willing as nations 
of  people to bring that indigenous 
presence so I am hoping that is what 
will happen. I hope people will get 
comfortable with the reality we’re still 
here and that they will be sensitized 
to open up some good dialogue and 
perhaps shift their perspective on our 
place in Canadian society.”

For more on The Temple of  Fame, 
including tickets for each performance, 
visit  auroramuseum.ca/temple.

Ontario PC leader Doug Ford is backtracking on comments he made about freeing up a “big chunk” of  the 
Province’s Greenbelt to developers after a video recording of  a meeting was released by Environment Minister Chris 
Ballard, MPP for Newmarket-Aurora.

In the video, which prompted widespread controversy after its release on Monday, Ford told developers that there 
were “certain areas that don’t need to be Greenbelt” near farmers’ fields, adjacent to communities and “we need to 
open that up.”

In a statement, Ballard, said, “Ford’s promise to pave the Greenbelt not only encourages sprawl, but it 
puts farmland, wildland and wetlands including ravines and rivers currently protected at risk of  being encroached 
and even replaced by new suburban development. The fact Doug Ford dismisses the Greenbelt as ‘just farmers’ fields’ 
that should be paved demonstrates his ignorance and distain towards our natural environment and the important role 
it plays in protecting our environment and in building better communities.”

Swift condemnation dogged Ford from many quarters over the next 24 hours and, late Tuesday afternoon, the 
Party released a statement saying his position had changed, “after consultation with the people of  Ontario.”

“I looked at it as making sure we have more affordable housing,” said Ford in the statement. “There have been a 
lot of  voices saying that they don’t want to touch the Greenbelt. I govern through the people, I don’t govern through 
government. The people have spoken - we won’t touch the greenbelt. Very simple. That’s it, the people have spoken. 
I’m going to listen to them, they don’t want me to touch the greenbelt, we won’t touch the greenbelt. Simple as that.”

Briefly

Ford backtracks on Greenbelt promise 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

We’re taught fairly early on in life 
that there is no such thing as a dumb 
question.

It’s drilled into us as early as 
elementary school, when our teachers 
urge us to eagerly raise our hands for 
all and sundry things. I have a theory 
that it is something that is drilled 
equally enthusiastically into teachers 
as well because, let’s face it, sometimes 
you can just tell they’re encouraging 
participation outside their own better 
judgement.

While the perception that there 
are no dumb questions is something 
we come to accept from this early 
indoctrination, time has other ideas. 
As we progress through Grade 12, 
and head off  to college, university or 
the trades, we like to think we develop 
a sixth sense for such things. You can 
smell a “dumb” question coming a 
mile away – and it is something we 
apparently choose to accept and move 
on with our day. 

But the tides turn again. As we 
assume positions of  responsibility 
– whether in the home or in the 
workplace – we’re right back again 
where we started, fostering the notion, 
now redoubled in our conviction, that 
there are indeed no “dumb” questions.

Sure, some day to day questions 
are occasionally greeted with an 
involuntary reaction that can be 
chalked up simply to exasperation. 
(See: Eye, Rolled;  Eyebrow, Cocked; 
Sigh, Dramatic) but there is always a 
kernel of  merit there, and exploring the 
answer can be a learning experience 
for all parties concerned.

But, the reality is, as we work our 
way through life – life, in this case, 
being that state of  being mysteriously 
described by people of  privilege as 
“the real world” – we find there are 
occasionally questions that are best left 
unasked. 

There is that old adage that it is 
best to keep your mouth closed and let 
people think you’re a fool then to open 
your mouth and remove all doubt.

That is not what I am talking about 
here. This is more of  an “if  you want 
something done, ask a busy person to 
do it” situation.

At the end of  the day, we are all very 
busy people in our own way. I am sure 
you understand that if  you’re going a 
mile a minute with the task at hand, 
ideas bubble over at just about the 
same pace. 

What do you do with them?
Well, you have one of  two options: 

put those particular thoughts into the 
world, or just keep them to yourself.

This is a Choose Your Own 
Adventure moment. 

If  you follow Option B, keeping 
them to yourself, you can keep 
plugging away, working away at them 
here and there as time allows. Kind of  
pedestrian.

Option A, throwing it all out there, 
offers far more intriguing possibilities.

Putting voice to a particular question 
or opinion might direct them to the ear 
of  a person that could affect the change 
you want to see in the world. On the 
other hand, if  it reaches the wrong 
ear, you’re likely to get an inevitable 
response that boils down to, “That’s a 
great idea, let me know how it turns 
out,” and your already full plate is 
suddenly spilling onto the table. 

But there is also a third prong in this 
fork in the road: your idea landing in 
the wrong hands, or, worse, too many 
hands, and, as a result, snowballing and 
growing into an unwieldy behemoth 
that bears little resemblance to your 
original idea.

We see this often in the civic and 
public realms where a well-intentioned 
brainstorm takes a turn and what 
seemed like a simple idea at the outset 
spirals out of  control and devolves into 
a debacle involving thousands upon 
thousands of  taxpayer dollars, endless 
staff  time, reams of  reports reiterating 
what is found in the last, and an 
inordinate amount of  time spent on 
soliciting public input all for naught. 

It would be a waste of  column inches 
to compile a complete list of  all the 
examples of  this that have unfolded 
over the last four, eight, twelve years, 
so let’s keep things current with two 
simple words: Library Square. 

But, there is a more recent example.
Last month, Aurora Council dived 

into the unexpectedly heady area of  
civil marriage.

Their debate was not about civil 
marriage itself  – that is, of  course, a 
done deal – but where these marriages 

should be held.
Since Council approved civil 

marriages being performed in Town 
Hall, most ceremonies have taken 
place in chic and glamorous Council 
Chambers. 

Earlier this year, however, Councillor 
Mrakas had an interesting idea to 
gussy up the underused Petch House 
– that is, go all out and give the place 
some of  that newfangled electricity – 
so it could be used as another possible 
wedding venue and bring some money 
into municipal coffers.

A simple enough idea, right?
Well, we’re both wrong.
By the time the feasibility report on 

the very idea came back to Council 
with an estimate on the dollars and 
cents required to make it happen, 
suddenly it became a very complicated 
matter indeed.

A suggestion to wire the place 
for electricity somehow snowballed 
into suggestions of  a fully realised 
investigation on foregoing the $35,000 
investment to power up into looking into 
the possibility of  taking the building 
off  its four-year-old foundations 
behind the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and 
hauling it off  to a new location to be 
determined, at a cost that is also to be 
determined.

Before the log cabin was moved 
to its new location, it spent the 
better part of  a decade mouldering 
away on a platform on Leslie Street, 
providing luxurious accommodation 
for generations of  raccoons, many 
of  whom went to their great reward 
within its walls.

Few saw any possibilities in a pile 
of  logs marinated in damp and rodent 
waste, but others were able to scratch 
away at the rank surface to see the 
potential.

Discussions certainly weren’t scant; 
no shortage of  suggestions were 
brought forward on what to do with 
the building – everything ranging from 
storage, to a gift shop, to a tourism 
centre – and not one of  these ideas has 
yet been implemented.

Now, there’s talk about scrapping 
the thing entirely, rebuilding it 
elsewhere, and starting the whole 
process to see what might be able to 
fly next.

All this from a simple question on 
opening up the possibilities.

Perhaps it would be worth earnestly 
exploring the options put forward by 
the citizens instead of  washing our 
collective hands of  it.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Community values 
must outweigh profits 
for developers

Taxpayer’s voices must be heard 
and respected during the planning 
and implementation processes for 
by-law changes relating to stable 
neighbourhoods.

Residents have the undeniable right 
to protect their older sections of  Town 
from monster houses. We must also 
continue to ensure the vibrancy and 
vitality of  our older neighbourhoods, 
but we need the help from Councillors 
and the planning department.

In many cases, the original homes 
in these core areas featured large lots 
and small houses with space between 
buildings.

Residents value the continued 
landscapes of  the older communities, 
but these properties are like magnets 
for developers who want to tear down 
the existing buildings and construct 
monster houses which clearly DO NOT 
fit in with their surroundings.

Out-of-town developers, builders 
and real estate agents promote the 
idea of  mega houses and have little 
appreciation for our values. These 
groups take advantage of  Aurora’s 
ancient by-laws and exploit them for 
financial gain.

Community values must outweigh 
profits from developers.

In this municipal election year, 
we encourage all current and future 
councillors to support and protect older 
stable neighbourhoods.

Regency Acres Ratepayers Association
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An open letter to Mayor 
& Council on JOC costs

So you learned from this that project 
management and keeping the eye on 
the ball failed, big deal!

The Mayor and Council have done 
a poor job here and, for accountability 
purposes, someone should stand up and 
be accountable for our Town money. 
Guess what? No one has!

Typical of  politicians – no 
accountability!

The Joint Operations Centre 
over budget by $2.2M due to PMO 
mismanagement and lack of  policy?

Someone has to be accountable; that 
would be the lesson learned!

The Mayor and which members of  
Council would like to pay for this, or the 
mayor who is the captain of  the ship?

Think about it: it was a waste of  
property taxes by 440 houses, assuming 
$5,000 average annual tax bill.

Cheers, and hoping we change 
Council up next election.

 
Stephen & Linda Braceland

Aurora
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This will be my final column before 
the election is called.  It has been an 
honour and a privilege to represent the 
residents of  Newmarket and Aurora for 
the past four years.  We’ve accomplished 
a great deal together.

When I was elected in 2014 it was on 
a commitment to you that I would work 
to achieve improved GO train service, 
contribute to a strong, local economy, 
protect our environment and improve 
conditions for families and seniors. 
Together we have made significant 
progress in all of  these areas.

Four years ago, train service for 
those who commute hadn’t seen whole 
scale improvement for many years.  
Commuters kept telling me that even 
just one more northbound train in the 
evening, a little bit later than what they 
had, would alleviate the stress of  making 
“that last train.” There was no weekend 
service northbound or southbound. 

So much has changed. 
We now have earlier trains in the 

morning and more of  them.  We have 
earlier and later trains in the evening, 
and more of  them.  AND we have north 
and south bound service on weekends.  
Together we have convinced Metrolinx 
to address the severe parking situation in 
Aurora. We have also successfully made 
the case for a new station at Mulock 
and Bayview Avenue to accommodate 
the increased services and those yet to 
come.

It has been my pleasure to bring to 
the riding over $6 million in grants 
to local groups through the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation since 2015.  These 
funds have gone to organizations like 
Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Addiction 
Services of  York Region, the Margaret 
Behan Hospice and Community Living 
Newmarket/Aurora for programs that 
create positive community change.

From planting trees to helping 

protect Lake Simcoe, my role as a local 
MPP has had a positive impact on the 
local environment.

In my role as Minister of  
Environment and Climate Change I 
have had the privilege of  overseeing the 
implementation of  the Cap and Trade 
program. On a local level that program 
has made it possible for local families 
to install improved levels of  insulation 
and get new windows for their homes 
while getting significant rebates to help 
with the expense of  these renovations.  
This has allowed people to contribute 
to the fight against climate change by 
lowering their heating bills and doing 
home improvements at the same time.  
This program has also allowed local 
business to flourish with increased work 
and as a result increased the number of  
employees they have in the community.

Importantly, in the last year alone, 
Southlake Regional Hospital has seen 
increases to their budget by over $14 
million.  Southlake is the core to our 
health care in Newmarket and Aurora.  
The staff  and volunteers of  the hospital 
have worked exceptionally hard at 
providing quality care and making 
the best use of  all resources.  These 
latest increases will make it easier to 
deliver those services.  The hospital has 

also received an allocation of  12 new 
mental health beds; new beds that are 
very much needed.

Two years ago I sat down with our 
local police chief  and he told me about 
the cases his officers are handling and 
how about half  that case load is related 
to mental health issues. 

That conversation led to more 
conversations and we are now at 
the development stage for a mental 
health hub in York Region. We are 
underfunded for mental health in this 
area and with the cooperation and 
support of  the local LHIN and service 
delivery organizations we are well on 
our way to addressing that.

I am proud of  what we have 
accomplished together and I hope 
to return to Queen’s Park in June to 
continue that work.  I am committed 
to seeing this community benefit by 
the all day, two-way train service that 
we deserve.  It isn’t enough to just get 
people to the city and home for work.  
We need to build our local economy 
by bring others here to visit and to 
enjoy the trails, markets, restaurants 
and cultural offerings we have locally. 
We need to work harder to get people 
out of  their cars and into mass transit.  
Those are the underlying benefits to the 
all-day service.  If  we build that service, 
Newmarket and Aurora will benefit.

I am anxious to continue the work 
on the mental health hub.  Four years 
ago, mental health was not an issue 
at the doors or in the media.  Society 
has by necessity come a very long way 
in that short time.  We need to bring 
our community services up to the 
capacity they should be and we need 
to introduce additional and enhanced 
services through the hub.

As a member of  the government, I 
am proud to be a part of  the decision 

Continued on page 17
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YES   NO   UNSURE

Previous poll results

Does Monday’s attack in Toronto make you feel any less safe?

25%
YES NO

75% 0%
UNSURE

The Aurora Museum & Archives 
 invites you to…

A theatrical performance  
of the Temple of Fame

(May 11 – 13)

This program (2015.11.185) is from the 1918 production of The 
Temple of Fame and states, “Women, famous in the world’s 
history summoned by the Goddess of fame, will plead their  
respective merits entitling them to the crown.” Exactly 100 
years later, this will happen again! The stage is set and the  
Goddess must decide. Only one question remains: Are you  
worthy? Tickets to the upcoming production are available 
at the Aurora Museum & Archives, Hillary House, Town Hall, 
and online through snapd. For more details, please visit  
auroramuseum.ca/temple.

It may seem an unlikely subject as 
the temperatures in Town finally hover 
around 20 degrees, but windrows, the 
piles of  snow left by plows, have been in 
the news lately.

Apparently, after the big mid-
April ice/snow storm people were 
justifiably annoyed at the heavy 
precipitation heaped at the ends of  
their driveways.  Adding insult to injury, 
the temperatures immediately froze 
them into impenetrable ice walls that 
seemed to rival the one that features so 
prominently in Game of  Thrones.

The Town says that it can consider 
adding windrow clearing to the road 
plowing contract for next year.  This 
would involve a second truck coming 
by, hopefully within an hour or two, to 
dig out the end of  your driveway after 
the first plow had sealed it with snow.

It’s doable, but at a cost, potentially a 
2% tax increase, maybe more.

So basically, we’d be paying to have 
the snow cleared from the streets and 
dumped at the ends of  our driveways, 
then paying even more to have it 
removed.  

Am I the only one who sees some sort 
of  twisted irony in this?

I don’t think I’m harkening back too 
far, but I remember a time in Aurora 
when the plows did not leave windrows 
at the ends of  our driveways.  I believe 
the trucks had some sort of  double blade.  
The main blade pushed the snow up 

onto the curb as usual, but when the 
vehicle passed a driveway, a second 
blade was lowered that prevented the 
snow from being deposited there.  Once 
past the driveway, the second blade was 
lifted and snow was piled up at the side 
of  the road as always.

It was simple. It was effective. And 
needless to say, it was pretty handy for 
homeowners.

I’m not sure why this service was 
discontinued. Perhaps a new “double 
blade-less” vendor got the next snow 
clearing contract.  

But it got me thinking; this is a 
municipality where Council, no 
matter who’s sitting on it, regularly 
congratulates itself  for limiting annual 
tax increases to single digit percentages. 

If  a service worth 2% or more of  
taxes was discontinued, we should have 
gotten some sort of  tax rebate.   

Yeah, I don’t remember that, either, 
especially since a credit like that would 
have had the Council of  the time patting 

itself  on the back with such enthusiasm 
that it would have subsequently 
necessitated chiropractic adjustments.

I may be wrong. Perhaps we did get 
a credit, and it was just overshadowed 
by other tax increases at the time. Or 
maybe the vehicles equipped with these 
double blades just happened to do my 
neighbourhood, and this was not a 
universal service in Town, although 
that seems unlikely.

In either case, this did happen at one 
point here in Aurora. 

I’m no expert on road maintenance, 
but I’m curious why the Town is 
considering an obviously more 
expensive plan of  having an additional 
fleet of  vehicles following the snowplows 
and individually clearing everyone’s 
windrows.

Maybe, like the skills used to make 
Roman cement or Stradivari violins, 
the double blade plow technology has 
already been lost to time. Or perhaps 
reintroducing it, compared to using a 
double fleet of  snow clearing vehicles, 
would require a 20% tax increase. 

With the Town’s budget set for 2018, 
and the snow clearing weather behind 
us for the next several months, I guess 
we won’t have to worry about all this 
until next year.

Unless, of  course, winter comes early.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

OPENING
SATURDAY

I know that it is supposed to be spring, 
but in our neighbourhood, there are still 
small piles of  snow competing with tiny 
snowdrops popping their pretty heads up 
in the lawn.

We experienced a very long winter, 
which seemed like it would never end. 
However, the forecast for this week is for 
lovely, warm spring weather, just in time to 
welcome the Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair back for its outdoor season on 
Saturday, May 5th. 

This year, you will find us in Town 
Park, except for six farmers whose trucks 
are too heavy to go into the Park. This 
reconfiguration is in response to those of  
you who found that our previous lineup 
of  vendors from Mosley to Metcalfe was 
difficult to navigate, especially with cars 
exiting the condo building.

The road closure will still be in effect, 
but only as far south as the fire hydrant on 
Wells Street. There will be volunteers to 
help direct you to where individual vendors 
are located, along with a copy of  the layout 
posted at Jan’s Country Pantry just inside 
the Park. Our new Market Manager, 
Carmela Bourassa, will also be available to 
help guide you to your favourite vendors.

While we are still receiving applications 
for this season, here is a list of  the vendors 
you will find at the Market. Please keep in 
mind that this list is still incomplete as some 
people may drop out due to unforeseen 
circumstances while others may still join 
us.

This year the farmers will include 19th 
Avenue Farm now known as Farm2Home; 
CoopersCSA Farm; Howards Farm; 
Pioneer Brand Honey; Simpson Family 
Farm; Summerside Farm; Willowtree 
Farm; Oakridges Finest;  Pillitteri Estates 
Winery; and new farms: Providence Hill 
Farm; The Little Farm That Could; and 
Heritage Estate Winery and Cidery.

The food vendors will include Catering 
by Gabriel; Catharina’s Kitchen; Jan’s 
Country Pantry; Cosmo’s Smoked Meats 
Ltd.; Sasha’s Sweets; Sarah Joy Sweets; 
La Brehandaise Catering; Maia”s World 
of  Flavour; and two new vendors: Café 
Louise Bakehouse (a bakery) and Crown 
and Anchor Food with smoked brisket and 
wings.

So far, the Artisans will include Eva 
Nagy; Brainy Games; Green Leaf  Designs; 
KIBO Natural Body Care; Sweet Scrubs 
N’ Stuff; Limitless Jewels; The Bear’s 
Den; Katie Argyle: and new: Tamara’s 
Treasured Shop; Great Turnings; and 
TT’s Essentials.

Among the Community booths coming 
and going throughout the summer will be: 
The Aurora Public Library; The Aurora 
Cultural Centre; The Town of  Aurora; 
The Aurora Historical Society; the Aurora 
Garden Club; Soroptimist International 
of  York Region, and, later in the season, 
Amnesty International. 

As most of  you know, the Armoury has 
been leased to Niagara College for the 
next five years for their Canadian Food 
and Wine Institute. The Armoury must 
be renovated before they can move in so 
the courses won’t be offered until that is 
completed.

The Farmers’ Market is very excited to 
have formed a partnership with the College 
which will have them be a presence at the 
Market to talk to Aurorans about their 
programmes. Also, they will be providing 

Should the Provincial Government  
loosen building restrictions 

on Ontario’s Green Belt? 
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

PUBLIC NOTICE
ARE YOU CONSIDERING RUNNING FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICE?

This notice is for anyone who is thinking about running as a candidate in the municipal election on Monday, 
October 22, 2018. Nomination forms for the 2018 Municipal Election may be filed in person or by an agent with 
the Returning Officer as of Tuesday, May 1, 2018 during regular business hours by appointment only. Candidates 
may file a nomination form up until 2:00 p.m. on Friday, July 27, 2018. 

The required fee for a Member of Council or School Board Trustee is $100.00 and the required fee for the Head of 
Council is $200.00. The required fee shall be in the form of cash, debit or credit card, a certified cheque or money 
order made payable to the Town of Aurora and must accompany the signed form. 

There is a new requirement that each Nomination Form (excluding School Board Trustee 
candidates) must be signed by 25 eligible Town of Aurora electors.  The individuals providing signatures 
must sign a declaration stating they are eligible to vote in the Town of Aurora on the day they signed the 
endorsement.

A complete nomination form must be filed with the Returning Officer before an individual becomes a candidate for 
office, and can accept campaign contributions or incur any election related expenses.

POSITIONS FOR WHICH A PERSON MAY FILE A NOMINATION PAPER FOR 
THE 2018 MUNICIPAL ELECTION:

Regional Municipality of York
Regional Chair (1 to be elected at large for York Region)

*Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the Regional Clerk: 
The Regional Municipality of York
17250 Yonge Street
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1
For more information, please visit www.york.ca 

Town of Aurora
Mayor (1 to be elected at large)
Councillor (6 to be elected at large)

*Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the Municipal Clerk: 
Returning Officer/ Town Clerk
Michael de Rond
905-727-3123 x:4771
mderond@aurora.ca

School Board Trustees 
York Catholic District School Board Trustee: Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora, King, Whitchurch- Stouffville (1 to be 
elected)

Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora:
York Region District School Board Trustee: Trustee Electoral Area; Aurora and King
Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the Clerk of the Town of Aurora 

Counseil scolaire Viamonde Trustee;
Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Markham:
City of Markham
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, ON L3R 9W3

Counseil scolaire de district catholique Centre-Sud
Note: Nomination Forms must be filed with the City of Markham:
City of Markham
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, ON L3R 9W3

Nomination forms and other candidate information is available at the Clerk’s office or by visiting the Town website, 
www.aurora.ca/townhall/pages/vote-2018.aspx

Michael de Rond, 

Municipal Clerk/ Returning Officer

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application(s) on: May 23, 2018 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS
100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment application to allow 64 stacked   
  rental townhouse units in 3 separate three storey buildings. The existing two apartment   
  buildings will remain on the subject lands.

PROPERTY:  145 and 147 Wellington Street West

  

 
LEGAL DESC.: Part Lot 28, Plan 246

APPLICANT: Starlight Investments        

FILE NUMBERS: ZBA-2018-01

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Lawrence Kuk of the Planning and Development   
  Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4343, Monday to Friday between          
  8:30 a.m. and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development  
  Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to       
  planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and 
may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, 
emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that 
you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. 
The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal 
code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON      
L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing 
of an appeal before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Development 
Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 3rd day of May, 2018.

Armoury, Library Square could be funded out  
of Hydro Reserves

By Brock Weir 

A revitalized Aurora Armoury and a 
completely transformed Library Square 
could ultimately be their legacy and 
Council has taken one step forward in 
freeing up the resources needed to make 
that happen.

Council last week set in motion the 
process which could ultimately lead to 
spending a large chunk of  the Town’s 
Hydro Funds, a $36 million pot of  money 
set aside from the sale of  Aurora Hydro to 
PowerStream in 2005. 

Since that time, the initial pot of  money 
has been collecting interest, but it has 
now been earmarked as a possible source 
of  funds for the $4 million Armoury 
renovations, as well as Library Square, 
which could clock in at an estimated $10 
million.

Council’s decision on Tuesday night 
streamlines the process in making a 
decision on how this money will ultimately 
be spent.

Previously, in order to access the money, 
a vote would require a two-thirds majority 
of  Council. Staff, however, argued this 
would effectively give one member of  
Council “veto power.”

“The intent of  the voting rule appears 
to want all members of  Council to be 
present for the vote,” said Town Treasurer 
Dan Elliott in his report to Council. “If  
any member simply excuses themselves 
or wanders from the table just prior to 
the vote, the vote cannot happen. This 
technically grants veto power to the 
proposed funding allocation to any one 
member in this manner. If  this happens 
three meetings in a row, the ‘veto through 

absence’ power goes to any two members, 
which lasts indefinitely. This is clearly in 
conflict with the two-thirds majority part 
of  the rule and has the potential to stall the 
initiative of  Council where support exists 
from two-thirds or more of  the members.”

This idea was replaced last week with a 
simple majority of  two thirds.

This change was embraced to avoid 
that so-called hostage situation, although 
some Council members said they were 
worried that watering down what was 
originally intended as a safety measure was 
a problem when such large amounts of  
money are being considered.

“When we sold the Hydro utility, the 
Council of  the day was very specific about 
protecting the money and making sure it 
was spent for appropriate projects, which 
really were projects the taxpayers generally 
would not be able to afford out of  our tax 
money,” said Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 
“These would be projects in the community 
interest and the money was protected to 
make sure that happened. The point of  
it was all members of  Council would be 
voting for any expense of  money. 

“I would appreciate it if  Council would 
honour the original intent of  this, which 
was to make sure the members of  Council 
were all given the chance to vote on the 
expenditure of  moneys. We’re talking 
about an expenditure of  a lot of  money 
and I think maybe we should allow that to 
ride for one or two Council meetings. If  we 
don’t have our full contingent of  Council 
members, maybe we need to make some 
other kind of  arrangement.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, on the other hand, 
saw things from a different perspective.

“I don’t necessarily disagree that if  
we go strictly to a quorum (five out of  

nine members present at the very least) 
and two thirds of  the quorum that we’re 
not giving members around the table an 
opportunity,” he said. “I think that it is a 
fair comment, but wouldn’t it be possible 
to have a caveat in the bylaw that [it] gets 
brought to a Council meeting first and if  
everybody’s not able to attend that Council 
meeting, then at the second meeting, we 
move onto these rules around quorum?”

Councillor Pirri was on Council in the 
previous term when bylaws surrounding 
the expenditure of  Hydro funds was last 
discussed.

Looking back on those talks, Councillor 
Michael Thompson said the strong 
majority voted in favour of  moving 
towards a two-thirds structure. Moving 
forward with the alternative on the floor 
would “remove the provision to allow one 
member of  Council to stop an initiative 
from moving forward,” he said.

“I see this amendment really as not so 
much about the two-thirds, but removing 
the provision that one member of  Council 
can stall a project, or stonewall it by not 
attending, that restrictive voting is really at 
the crux of  this change.”

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: “I 
think [the second option] is a better option 
because it does put a little more securities 
in place to make sure a certain number of  
members actually vote in the affirmative. 
What we’re looking to [do] is remove one 
person from holding the whole Council 
and this community hostage, in essence.”

Councillor John Abel said he had “no 
issue with minimizing the restrictive power 
of  one person holding us hostage to the 
community.

“In the last term, I was more or less in 
favour of  not allowing that to happen,” he 
said. “I understood the spirit of  it when it 
was put in, but I understand how that can 

be used against you.”
Councillor Abel noted a number of  

concerns about the pace these changes were 
brought forward as the recommendations 
were an add-on to the previous week’s 
General Committee meeting.

There was, he said, a need to “move 
very quickly”, with four Council cycles 
before the summer recess, to get funding 
in place for the Armoury and Library 
Square.

But staff  noted it is not yet a done 
deal that either of  these projects will be 
ultimately sourced from Hydro.

“When we were speaking of  the 
Niagara College opportunity in closed 
session, I don’t think any reference was 
made to using Hydro funds,” said CAO 
Doug Nadorozny on the lease deal struck 
between the Town and the College for use 
of  the Aurora Armoury. “We talked about 
the fact funding would have to be provided 
and there would be various ways to look 
at that, but to enter into the contract with 
Niagara College was without specific 
funding identified. I think about a month 
ago we brought forward a report on all 
the major projects and ways to fund them 
using development charges as well as the 
possibility of  Hydro funds.”

Added Councillor Thompson: “At no 
time has Council said these projects are 
going to be funded from the Hydro reserve. 
We have all along the way throughout this 
term said they may be a source. If  we 
are going to use it as a source then there 
are certain procedures that need to be 
followed and staff  are bringing forward 
some of  the stuff  now so it is an option 
for us. When the time comes, Council will 
make a decision on what is the best way 
to fund these projects. I appreciate staff  
taking care of  the procedural so at least 
the option is before Council.”
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Hallmark lands meeting 
set for Monday

By Brock Weir

A special meeting to get public input on 
the use of  Aurora’s Hallmark lands is set 
for Monday. 

Members of  the Parks, Recreation & 
Culture Advisory Committee will convene 
at Town Hall on Monday, May 7, at 7 p.m. 
to gather information from various local 
sports groups, and members of  the public 
alike, on how the Vandorf  Road lands will 
be designed and configured to address 
shortfalls when it comes to sports fields.

The results of  the input received, 
along with the comments of  Committee 
members, will be compiled by staff  
with a report presented at Council for a 
potentially final decision in early June. 

A decision on how the acreage would be 
used was supposed to be made in April. 

At that time, staff  presented two design 
concepts to Council. One suggested 
two baseball diamonds to address a field 
time crunch faced by  area baseball and 
softball groups, including the Aurora King 
Baseball Association (AKBA) and the 
Aurora Diggers softball league. The second 
concept kept one baseball diamond, but 
also incorporated a soccer field, another 
amenity that is in short supply in Aurora.

The recommendations brought various 
stakeholders, including the AKBA, Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club, and Aurora Soccer 
Club, to state their cases on how the lands 
could be designed to suit the needs of  
baseball, softball, soccer and football.

With such varying visions presented, 
Council voted to send the matter back to 
the Parks, Recreation & Culture Advisory 
Committee (PRAC) to cast a wider net on 
input.

Timelines on the special meeting, as 
well as the turnaround time, were outlined 
at Council last week.

With a decision not on the horizon 
until next month at the earliest, Councillor 
Harold Kim questioned how this might 
impact timelines previously presented 

which pegged full use of  the Hallmark 
lands, whatever configuration they 
ultimately take, at 2020.

“We would hopefully be able to get 
some play in sometime in 2019,” said Al 
Downey, Director of  Operations. “That 
would be my hope, but it would more than 
likely still be in 2020, even if  the fields were 
ready; the reason being simply permitting 
that facility. There wouldn’t be any teams 
available to play on that facility until we 
moved them from one permitted facility 
[to the new one]. 

“It is the growth of  the club [that] is going 
to generate those additional permits. If  
they anticipate they are coming on in 2019, 
then they will register more participants in 
2019. If  they are not coming on in 2019, 
then they won’t register those participants 
and I can’t guarantee that those fields will 
be up and operational first thing in 2019. 
We can try, but I suspect they won’t be 
available.”

A more detailed timeline, he added, 
could be put together once public opinion 
is received and a Council decision made, 
he added.

“I certainly understand the urgency 
on the part of  the ball association to get 
those fields up and operational as quickly 
as possible,” said Mr. Downey. “Once I 
put the schedule together, we will certainly 
have a better idea once we get close to the 
end of  this year how much work we have 
done, depending on what that work is. We 
would then be able to communicate that 
to the ball association and say. ‘We feel 
pretty confident, go ahead and open up 
your registration.’ Conversely, we could 
say, ‘We are not that confident. We don’t 
suggest you open up that registration 
because those fields might not be 
available to you.’ It is not unlike what we 
did with Stuart Burnett and the Soccer 
Club. We gave them a clear indication 
of  when that would be available and 
now they can start permitting and using 
that field knowing it is available at the 
beginning of  this year.”

REGISTER NOW FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE

UMMER!

Summer is quickly approaching, so reserve your child’s spot now in sessions that 
range from technology, to the performing arts, sports, and much more! 

Best of all, you don’t have to be an HTS student to enroll. In fact, it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to see for yourself why HTS is the school everyone is talking about.

JK-12 Co-Ed Independent Day School

11300 Bayview Ave., Richmond Hill

To learn more, call us at 905-737-1114 ext. 316
or email summer@hts.on.ca

ANYONE
 CAN PLAY!

 Our camps are 
open to the public.

Fun for kids ages 3½ to 16!

SPACE IS LIMITED. LEARN MORE AT HTS.ON.CA/SUMMER

OUR SUMMER CAMPS ARE BACK!  
THEY’RE BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER!

SPORTS CAMPS
DISCOVERY AND 

ADVENTURE CAMPS
PERFORMING 
ARTS CAMPS

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
CAMPS
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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As your professional 
Highland GM provides 

a range of services 
designed to help keep 

your fl eet and your 
business running smoothly.

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

CYBER SECURITY 

Attack Tactics & How to Minimize Your Risk

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Canadians.
Mr. Scheer sat down for a one-on-

one interview with The Auroran on 
Saturday afternoon as he made a 
number of  stops in York Region and 
Peel.

His first interview with The Auroran 
shortly after his appointment to the 
Party’s top job was in the middle of  
swirling controversy over the Liberal 
Government’s changes to payroll 
taxes, an issue which raised concerns 
from business owners small and large.

Nearly a year on, Mr. Scheer says 
the issue of  “affordability” remains 
top of  mind for many Canadians.

“Something that is really emerging 
is a lot of  Canadians in every region 
being very concerned about the 
affordability issue, whether it is 
housing prices, the rising cost of  gas, 
a higher and higher percentage of  
their paycheques going to pay taxes. 
I think Conservatives have a unique 
opportunity to speak to people 
because we’re not waking up every 
morning trying to raise payroll taxes, 
raise CPP fees, we’re not trying to 
bring in a carbon tax. We’re actually 
trying to find ways to lower costs for 

Canadians.
“I think there are a lot of  people 

in Ottawa, and maybe universities, 
that support the carbon tax, but 
people don’t. When I talk to people, 
[something resonates with them] is 
when I say we’re going to repeal the 
carbon tax the Federal government is 
imposing.”

This, he says, always receives a 
very positive response – particularly 
in a world where “the Liberals 
play very divisive politics, a lot of  
identity politics, pitting one group of  
Canadians off  against the other.”

“When I say things like we need 
to live in a country that protects free 
speech, that treats every Canadian 
equally, I think people find that 
refreshing,” says Mr. Scheer. “The 
negative way the Liberals do politics, 
we can’t even ask questions about, 
say, people who fought for ISIS and 
return to Canada without being 
attacked for just posing that question. 
A lot of  people are responding to the 
message; the theme we have been 
working with is putting people before 
government; that a lot of  programs 
or policies are designed in Ottawa 
around a board room table, people 

who are very detached from the real 
world, and our policies speak directly 
to empowering people.”

While Mr. Scheer admits that the 
idea of  a carbon tax, for instance, 
does resonate with some younger 
people, and indeed “some middle 
aged people and older people,” he says 
he simply doesn’t see a groundswell 
of  support for such measures in this 
demographic.

“The environment in general is 
a higher concern for many young 
people than other age brackets, but 
that doesn’t mean they necessarily 
support a carbon tax,” he says. 
“They are looking for a credible 
plan on the environment. I will 
have a comprehensive plan; our 
party will have a lot to say about the 
environment, not just because it is a 
political requirement, but because we 
believe in it. I want to pass on a better 
environment to my kids.

“[The Liberal Government’s] 
greenhouse gas emission targets is 
solely based on the carbon tax, it has 
not been proved to reduce emissions. 
I think we’re going to have a lot of  
holes to poke in their plan and have 
something very credible to offer on 
our side.”

Mr. Scheer also promises a credible 
plan to address homelessness. 

The Federal Government 
announced a $40 billion, 10-
year plan for a National Housing 
Strategy last fall, which aims to cut 
homelessness by 50 per cent. The 
plan has seen some support, says 
Mr. Scheer, but a very important 
piece of  the puzzle was missing.

“ I think people want government 
to help be a partner in some of  
those solutions, but what they have 
promised, they have left half  of  

it to be funded by the Provincial 
governments without any kind of  
agreements,” says Mr. Scheer. “They 
announced the policy and only after 
that did they start working with 
the Provinces and municipalities 
to determine how to deliver that. 
That is not a very reasonable way to 
manage the Confederation.

“A much better approach would 
be to get them at the table first and 
launch a policy after you’ve got the 
buy-in. They are doing it exactly 
backwards, which always has worse 
results. The Liberals are very good 
at getting the announcement right 
but doing nothing on the follow-
up. Our government wants to make 
[purchasing] a home easier; the 
Liberals have made it harder. We 
believe when it comes to homelessness 
there are other issues around mental 
health and addictions that have to 
be part of  the conversation as well. 
It is not just physical structures, it is 
why people find themselves on the 
street. That has to be addressed as 
well.”

From page 1

Policies should not be set around the boardroom 
table: Andrew Scheer

On Saturday, Conservative leader Andrew Scheer (centre) met with candidates Lois Brown 
(Newmarket-Aurora) and Costas Menegakis (Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill), both of 
whom have been confirmed to carry the Conservative banner in the 2019 Federal Election.

 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Something that is really 
emerging is a lot of  

Canadians in every region 
being very concerned about 

the affordability issue,  
whether it is housing prices, 

the rising cost of gas, a higher 
and higher percentage of their 
paycheques going to pay taxes.
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MULCH
Black/Red/Brown
56.6L  reg $7.99   

2/$1099 
NOW 

NOW
$159

NOW
$1049

28L BAG
Reg. $2.49

60L BAG
Reg. $13.99

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How

NOW OPEN

• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• CLEANING

CLEARANCE
SECTION

GREAT SAVINGS
and much more

SALE - MAY 3RD - MAY 8TH

* *

*

*While quantities last

Curcumin, the bright yellow pigment in turmeric, 
has long been used in Ayurvedic medicine to help 
reduce infl ammation and support all-round great 
health. Now, researchers are revealing the brain 
benefi ts of curcumin, with a new study showing that 
Theracurmin, the #1 absorbed form of curcumin‡, 
may improve attention, memory, and mood in older 
adults with mild age-related memory loss.1

Curcumin supports cognitive health in a variety of 
ways. It exerts both anti-infl ammatory and antioxidant 
activity, helping to protect brain cells against free 
radical damage. Curcumin may also: 2, 3, 4

• Bind heavy metals to get them out of the body
• Enhance the activity of detoxifi cation enzymes 
   to eliminate toxins
• Prevent and remove protein deposits and   
   plaques in brain tissue
• Regenerate neurons damaged by free radicals,  
   toxins, or trauma

Natural Factors CurcuminRich™ Memory Optimizer 
offers comprehensive support for memory, mood, 
and attention. This unique formula features 
Theracurmin alongside anti-aging ResveratrolRich®, 
a bioactive form of quercetin (EMIQ), bacopa, and 
other key brain-boosting nutrients that help address 
the underlying factors of cognitive decline and 
support brain health, whatever your age!
1 Small GW, et al. Memory and Brain Amyloid and Tau Effects of a Bioavailable Form of Curcumin in Non-Demented Adults: A Double-
Blind, Placebo-Controlled 18-Month Trial. Am J Geriatr Psychiatry.  2017 Oct 27; pii: S1064-7481(17)30511-0.
2 Daverey A & Agrawal SK. Curcumin alleviates oxidative stress and mitochondrial dysfunction in astrocytes.” Neuroscience. 
2016 Jul; 14;333:92-103.
3 Goozee KG, et al. Examining the potential clinical value of curcumin in the prevention and diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease. Br J Nutr. 
2016 Feb 14; 115(3):449-65.
4 Stankowska DL, et al. Neuroprotective effects of curcumin on endothelin-1 mediated cell death in hippocampal neurons. Nutr Neurosci, 
2017 Jun; 20(5):273-283.

Forget it! 
Boost your brain health 

with Theracurmin®, 
the #1 absorbed form

of curcumin‡.

Memory loss? 

$ 5  00
COUPON

OFF

✁
Offer is only valid on a single transaction of 

CurcuminRich™ Memory Optimizer 
or Theracurmin DS (60 vcaps)

*$500 off with copy of advertisement. Offer ends May 31, 2018. Limit one coupon 
per customer. Cannot be combined with any other coupons. 

No photocopies please.

- ADVERTORIAL -

HEALTH TIPS BY GOOD HEALTH MART

✁

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
NATURAL HEALTH SOLUTIONS VISIT:

AURORA 
 14845 Yonge Street (905) 726-3000
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At 14 years old, Rachel Parent stood up against a bully  
over GMOs. Read her story in the Women’s Voice magazine.

FREE magazine available exclusively in natural food stores.  

At 14 years old, Rachel Parent stood up against a bully 
over GMOs. Read her story in the FREE magazine available exclusively in natural food stores

BEAT  INSOMNIA  
with  SomniSense

1747
90 vcaps

ONLY 
2997
120 tablets

FLYER SALE April 27 – May 27, 2018. Products available at your community natural food stores, while quantities last! 

NEW!

3947
150 ep softgels

ONLY2997
240 capsules

ONLY
Maximum Triple Strength  RxOmega-3 One-per-dayFAST RELIEF  for chronic joint pain

Pick up a FREE bottle of your choice
of Natural Factors Vitamin D3 400 IU, Big Friends Vitamin D3 400 IU or VitaDay Biotin 1000 mcg 

at your favourite participating natural food store. While quantities last!

Spring into summer!  Use OsteoMove to protect KNEES and JOINTS, and get moving!

Incredible joint pain reliefGlucosamine & Chondroitin SulfateJUMBO! 240 CAPSULES!

WWW.GOODHEALTHMART.COM
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✁
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Wounded Warriors, 
Ontario Legion 
partnership will help 
veterans living with 
PTSD, address stigma

By Brock Weir

In more than 20 years living with 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), 
Medric Cousineau never had a mental 
health professional rush to his bedside 
when he was having an “episode” to 
say, ‘Hey, buddy, I’ve got you.”

Then Thai, a yellow Labrador 
retriever, came into his life.

“She does that every single night,” 
says Cousineau, a retired RCAF captain 
who has lived with PTSD since being 
hurt in a search and rescue mission in 
1986. “She is so good, now she can 
head them off  before they even start. 
She truly is a hero.”

Life was pretty rough before 
Cousineau received his PTSD service 
dog, a partnership that was only forged 
when his home branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion banded together with 
the Nova Scotia-Nunavut command to 
raise the money needed to bring Thai 
to him.

The struggle to therapy dogs for 
Ontario servicepersons is set to become 
a little bit easier in the future with a 
new partnership between Wounded 

Warriors and the Royal Canadian 
Legion’s Ontario Command. 

Mr. Cousineau was on hand for 
the partnership’s announcement on 
Thursday which will see Ontario 
Command provide $225,000 to fund 10 
PTSD service dogs, which will then be 
paired with ill and injured veterans and 
their families within the Province.

The partnership comes on the heels 
of  the Federal Canadian General 
Standards Service Board decision to 
withdraw their intent to produce a 
National Standard for Service Dogs, a 
move which was greeted with derision 
by those gathered at Ontario Command 
last week.

“In 2015, a moratorium was 
placed on the use of  poppy funds for 
service dogs until Canadian National 
Standards were developed,” said 
Ontario Command president Sharon 
McKeown. “Over three years later, 
last year, frustrated with the lack of  
progress in developing these standards, 
we at Ontario Command began 
resourcing other provincial commands 
and service dog providers in light of  
putting together a program for Ontario 
Command. It was essential to us that 
service providers, the dog providers, be 
reputable, recognized organizations. 
Partnering with Wounded Warriors 
Canada, which has been working with 
our comrades in the east and the west, 
was a regular step for us.

“The mandate of  Wounded Warriors 
and the Royal Canadian Legion are 
basically alike. Our mandate is the 
care and comfort of  military and 
RCMP veterans. Theirs is the same, 
but includes first responders. Going 
forward, we will go forward to develop 
a successful partnership in service to 
our veterans and their families.”

The partnership was also warmly 

Medric Cousineau, and his  
therapy dog Thai, are pictured 
at the Royal Canadian Legion’s  
Ontario Command headquarters 
in Aurora on Thursday. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

As a disabled 
veteran with 

a mental health 
injury, who lives 
with PTSD, I

 need no 
further stigma
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

Summer 
Theatre Camp

for Ages 6-13

For More Information 

marqueetp.com     905-713-1040 

73 Industrial Pkwy. N., Aurora Unit 2B

July 3-13 
July 30-Aug. 10

July 16-27 
Aug. 13-24

Charity # 876749300RR0001

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora

classical concert Half & full-day arts camps!

Camps start at $90/week“Meet the Strad” Pre-Concert Talk & Demo at 7 pm 
$35 Advance | $40 Day of Concert (includes pre-concert talk)

@ Aurora Cultural Centre 
For tickets/info: 905 713-1818 | HST included in all ticket prices 

     May 11 8 pm   May 4   8pm

JOIN 
US 
THIS 
SEASON 

popular music

$35 Advance  |  $40 Day of Concert

clarinet, cello & piano
Featuring Cameron Crozman 

playing the ca.1696 
“Bonjour” Stradivarius

James Campbell 
& Friends

Great Artist Music 
Series presents The Pick BrotherS Band

We’re hometown 
proud to present 

Aurora’s own 
Pick Brothers!

“Incendiary!” Matt Cushing, Jasper Folk Festival

 

Market vendors are getting into the spring spirit ahead of the official opening of the Aurora Farmers’ Market this Saturday at Town Park. 
The Market runs from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Jared Simpson is no stranger to 
farmers’ markets.

A seventh generation farmer based 
in Stouffville, they have been second 
homes to him since he was a kid. Now, 
as he works to move the produce grown 
at Simpson Family Farm, he and his 
family are returning to Town Park 
again this Saturday for the opening of  

the Aurora Farmers’ Market.
The Aurora Farmers’ Market opens 

at Town Park this Saturday, May 5 at 
8 a.m.

Once again, Simpson Family Farm 
will be on hand with their locally 
grown veggies and fruit, which have 
become a staple for market-going 
Aurorans over the years.

“I have been to a lot of  different 
markets over the years since I was 
a kid and there is a good family 

atmosphere here amongst the vendors 
and farmers,” says Jared. “It is a good 
vibe and I think that is why we like 
this market and come back. We’re 
very local to here and it is good for 
us to be able to connect with some 
local people from the community so 
they are able to know about us. We’re 
a seventh generation farm and it is a 
great opportunity to connect.”

Also sharing in this 
sentiment is Gabriel Schacter.  
The local restaurateur’s freshly made 
peameal on a bun sandwiches have 
been a Market favourite since it’s the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market first took 
shape behind his eponymous Yonge 
Street café during their early years on 
Temperance Street.

Some wondered whether Gabriel 
would be back this year after retiring 
at the end of  2017 and selling his 
restaurant, but the people at the 
Market will always keep him coming 
back for more, he says.

Change is in the air ahead of Saturday’s  
Farmers’ Market opening

“It is fun to come here,” he says. “It 
is a meeting place and that is it. It’s 
about the people and I would never 
stop that! Come on!”

Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
the Farmers’ Market’s Council 
liaison agrees that the Aurora 
Farmers’ market is “the heart of  our 
community.”

“It has always been a meeting place 
and it continues to be,” she says, noting 
the hard winter, which went strong 
through the early days of  this Spring, 
have left people eager to get back to 
their traditional springtime activities, 
including meeting up at the Market. 
“May 5 is our opening day, but we’re 
having an official Grand Opening on 
May 26. There will be many, many 
prizes and lots of  surprises, some 
special guests, an amazing band and 
lots of  enjoyable entertainment.”

An early surprise which will be 
evident at this weekend’s opening day 
is a new configuration of  vendors. 

Instead of  lining Wells Street, the 
Farmers’ Market will now be largely 
contained within Town Park, and 
increasing the amount of  on-street 
parking for Market patrons. 

On select days, the Market will 
also showcase a new partnership with 
Niagara College’s Canadian Food & 
Wine Institute, which will soon call 
the adjacent historic Aurora Armoury 
home. 

On special event days, a chef  
from the College will be on site 
demonstrating how to cook certain 
dishes, complete with recipes to hand 
out, prepared specifically with fresh 
produce and other products available 
at the Market on any given Saturday. 

“It will be very exciting,” says 
Councillor Humfryes. 
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KEEPING AURORA BEAUTIFUL – Over 300 volunteers braved the unseasonable cold 
on Saturday to fan out across Aurora for the annual Aurora Clean-Up Day. Collectively, the 
volunteers pitched in to gather and remove over one tonne of garbage from select litter 
hotspots around Town. Clockwise from top left: Sophia starts filling up her garbage bag. A 
barbeque at Town Park – with Councillor Harold Kim and Optimist Terry Sherin at the grill 
here – kept volunteers full and energized. Quoc helped clean up the Aurora Peace Park. 
Mayor Dawe greets participants. Kristofer, Michelle, Mikah, Melanie and Ryan enjoy tuck 
into a well-earned meal. Even four-legged volunteers turned out to help, including Jackson, 
pictured here with his human Maricella. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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1100 Gorham St., 
Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
Celebrating our 48th year of business in Aurora.

The Birkenstock tradition of quality craftsmanship goes back more than 225 years.

EST. 1970
SHOES & CLOTHING Est.

1970

Birkenstocks are created 
to achieve the greatest comfort 
when standing and walking.

905.727.9391
14800 Yonge St. Aurora Shopping Centre 
www.omarsshoes.com
Like us on 
facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

The secret to Omars success is simple - Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

to come visit our store 
featuring BIRKENSTOCK Sandals

Invite you
Mae, Saarah and Raz, 

GIZEH  743191

BLACK ARIZONA 100871

TAN ARIZONA 1009935

Made in Germany • Tradition since 1774

Give Back Students “tap into the well of human compassion”
By Brock Weir

Kids in York Region have plenty of  
opportunities to get outside and have fun.

Parks abound, forests are not too far 
away, and, here in Aurora, lakes are just 
a short drive in any direction. But this is 
but a dream for many underprivileged 
youngsters in Toronto, and Robert Lee 
has dedicated his young life to making a 
difference.

Lee, a Grade 12 student at Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School was among 
the nine Aurora residents – among 20 
York Region residents overall – who 
received a 2018 Give Back Award from 
Magna International and Neighbourhood 
Network.

Established by Belinda Stronach as a way 
to provide scholarships to students not based 
on academic merit, but rather how much 
they contribute to the community around 

them, the awards program has grown and 
expanded along with Neighbourhood 
Network into Aurora, King, Newmarket, 
East Gwillimbury, and Georgina.

Robert’s work with Urban Promise, 
and a number of  other community 
organizations, takes him to many of  these 
areas, as well as to Whitchurch-Stouffville 
where he is dedicated to York Regional 
Police’s Community Safety Village.

“It is part of  my personality that I really 
enjoy giving back and just helping out 
others, especially those who can’t necessarily 
help themselves,” he says. “I have worked 
with Urban Promise now for three years. 
We help run summer camps with Toronto 
Community Housing. It is giving back to 
people who don’t have as much; helping 
the kids, helping them run around, helping 
them burn off  steam.”

Last month, the 20 Give Back Award 
recipients, along with their families, were 
welcomed to Magna International’s 

The 2018 Give Back Award recipients are pictured here with King Mayor Steve Pellegrini, Georgina Mayor 
Margaret Quirk, East Gwillimbury Mayor Virginia Hackson, Aurora Mayor Geoff Dawe, and Newmarket 
Mayor Tony Van Bynen.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

headquarters by philanthropist Joan Kelley 
Walker. 

Ms. Walker told the teens she was left 
inspired by the thousands of  volunteer 
hours the students, as a whole, have invested 
in their community.

“The power in volunteerism has the 
potential to make incredible changes in our 
society and it has a ripple effect,” she said. 
“You guys are doing this now, but it is also 
a message to future generations and it is a 
responsibility we have.”

Ms. Walker asked the students to consider 
why they volunteer. In her case, she said it 
boiled down to the view of  volunteerism as 
“human compassion at its absolute finest.”

“Some people write a cheque, some 
people are in the trenches doing a lot of  
hard work, some people do planning and 
strategy, the business of  it; whatever gift you 
have, whatever gift you share, big or small, 
it all comes down to the same well in your 
heart of  compassion,” she said. 

Last week, The Auroran highlighted the 
citations of  Aurora recipients Maya Bertola 
(Sacred Heart Catholic High School), 
Tristan Hicks (St. Andrew’s College), 
Rachel In (Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School), Josie Kearney (Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School), and Madisyn Lamoure 
(St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic Secondary 
School).

We conclude this week with Robert Lee 
(Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School), 
Amy Robidoux (ESC Renaissance), Alex 
Saeedi (Cardinal Carter Catholic High 
School) and Lauren Wilson (Aurora High 
School).

ROBERT LEE
To Robert, giving back means taking 

the abilities you excel at and, in turn, using 
those gifts to help others. Robert sits on the 
Student and Arts Council at his high school. 
He is an active member of  the Best Buddies 
program, working with his peers who have 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
as well as the Youth Alive program, running 
fundraisers for local charities. Outside of  
school, Robert volunteers for the York 
Regional Police, Yellow Brick House, the 
Terry Fox Run, Neighbourhood Watch, the 
Canadian Cancer Society, Urban Promise, 
and the Community Safety Village, just to 

name a few.
AMY ROBIDOUX

In Amy’s words, “There is no better 
feeling than giving back and being able to 
see the faces and expressions of  those you 
have helped.” Amy is an avid volunteer. 
She is a youth soccer coach for the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club, where she helps young 
girls learn the sport. Amy participates in 
the annual Curl for Cancer and Relay for 
Life fundraisers for the Canadian Cancer 
Society. She has been a member of  her 
school’s Student Pastoral Council and was 
a Grade 7 camp leader. Recently, Amy 
travelled to El Salvador to build a home for 
a family in need with Habitat for Humanity. 

ALEX SAEEDI
In Alex’s words, “Although this might 

sound cliché, volunteering has changed 
my life forever.” As a volunteer, Alex has 
found his passions and made life-long 
friends, while also making the community 
a better place. In his role as volunteer 
coordinator for the Canadian Cancer 
Society, Alex promoted volunteerism 
for the organization’s peers, collected 
donations and is currently leading a group 
of  students to plan and execute this year’s 
Relay for Life event. Alex volunteers in the 
cardiology and emergency departments 
at Southlake Regional Health Centre. He 
is the director of  volunteer affairs for the 
Youth Nation Alliance and has also given 
back at We Day, Canadian Blood Services 
and as a math tutor.

LAUREN WILSON
To Lauren, giving back means making 

someone smile and helping to make 
someone’s day better. Lauren has been an 
active volunteer within her high school. She 
has represented her peers by annually serving 
as an executive member of  the Student 
Council. Lauren leads her classmates as 
president of  the Drama Council. She is a 
York Region District School Board mentor, 
and she works with local elementary 
schools to help them develop their own 
theatre productions. Outside of  Aurora 
High, Lauren gives back by volunteering 
for Highview and Holland Landing public 
schools, the Canadian Cancer Society, and 
the Aurora Public Library’s Reading Buddy 
program. 
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to bring free drugs to those who are 65 
and older and those under 25.  I think it 
is important to recognize the help that 
the Healthy Home Program will bring 
to seniors-lead households.  I know 
how hard it is for college and university 
students so making post-secondary 
education more affordable is the key to 
their future.

Our Community.  Our Future.  That 
is what I see as the cornerstone of  the 
decisions being made in June.  This is 
not a time for cuts.  It is a time for us 
to care about our community and our 
friends and neighbours.  It has been an 
honour to represent you.  Thank you 
for your honest dialogue, support and 
encouragement.

Behaviour change is a difficult thing. 
We do what we do because we have 
habits that we have acquired over time; 
that work for us. We see no reason to 
change.

This phenomenon is well documented 
in research, most notably by behaviour 
researchers, Prochaska, DiClemente, 
& Norcross. These researchers studied 
people with severe behavior problems; 
drug abusers, violent offenders and 
alcoholics, but they know that behavior 
change follows certain stages and 
processes. They also know this can be 
used for positive changes like becoming 
more active.

These well-respected behavior 
theorists call that Stage; when we are 
unaware that a change is in our best 
interests, the Pre-contemplative Stage 
of  change. We simply don’t perceive 
a need to change because we haven’t 
thought about it yet. People in this 
Stage are described as being ‘blissfully 
unaware’ because they are comfortable 
in their lifestyle. It is the Stage a 
smoker is when they like smoking and 
see no need to change. Likewise when 
someone who drinks and drives and is 
seemingly unaware or unconcerned 
about that dangerous habit. It also could 
be applied to people who are carrying 
too much weight and simply don’t see 
the need to lose it, or don’t care about 
becoming more active because it isn’t 
valued. The Pre-contemplative Stage 
is a psychologically un-stressful place 
to be because people are happy doing 
what they are doing, regardless of  
the consequences, of  which they are 
blissfully unaware.

Our government and public advocacy 
groups attempt to pull us out of  this 
contented state with public service 
announcements, awareness campaigns 
and often regulation. Remember when 
we didn’t wear seat-belts?  Awareness 
campaigns taught people why we 
needed to be more safety conscious. 
Regulation followed. Recall a time 
when smoking was allowed everywhere. 
Awareness campaigns about the harm 
of  second hand smoke were everywhere 
and now there are warnings on 
cigarettes and strict regulations around 
smoking.  Drinking and driving has 
become socially unacceptable because 
of  powerful awareness campaigns by 
MADD and others along with severe 
legal regulations. Now we have public 
relations campaigns about distracted 
driving and severe regulations in place. 
Who knows where that will lead but 
we now are aware and uncomfortable 
with the consequences of  it. Remember 
when recycling was first introduced? 
School and public relations campaigns 
brought awareness to the Community 
and it has become common-place for 
the right reasons.

So why does this matter regarding 

our Take the Pledge Challenge?
Those same researchers identified 

earlier not only identified the Stages that 
people go through to change, they studied 
how to move people through the Stages. 
These are called Processes of  Change 
and they are highly useful. One of  the 
first Processes is called ‘social liberation’ 
which is when someone makes public 
declaration that change is needed and 
that they have the confidence to start. The 

second Process is ‘self-liberation’ which is 
basically making a commitment to make 
the change. That is commonly known as 
goal-setting.

Activate Aurora’s Take the Pledge 
campaign is designed to help everyone 
learn about why change is necessary, move 
people out of  the Pre-contemplative state 
and then help provide some tools to set 
goals and bring confidence that change is 
possible.

To learn more about this campaign 
and to join Activate Aurora, just go to 
www.activate aurora.com and Take the 
Pledge. We will provide helpful hints and 
support the new journey.

Meanwhile, more tips are coming 
on how to change for those who have 
entered the next Stage of  Change, 
“Contemplation.” That uncomfortable 
Stage that occurs when you know you 
should be changing, but don’t know how. 

Taking  
the Pledge

ACTIVATE
AURORA

Ron Weese

VIEW FROM 
QUEENS PARK
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 The Aurora FC 
  women fell 2 - 0 to the   
   Vaughan Azzurri in the   
  League 1 season opener  
 at Stewart Burnett Park on   
Saturday. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte

The Under-13 YNBA Avengers captured the Ontario Cup on Sunday in a win over the York South Silver 
Knights in Milton. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Aurora 
FC pulls 
draw, loss 
in League 
1 opening 
weekend

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora FC men managed to claw back to pick up 
a point in Saturday’s League 1 season opener, while the 
women were left scratching their heads in a shutout loss.

Debuting at their new home of  Stewart Burnett Park, the 
Aurora men found themselves down early to Master’s Futbol 
of  Toronto Saturday night when a cross found the back of  the 
net 14 minutes in.

Karamvir Mehmi notched his first goal with the Aurora club 
just a few minutes later, though Aurora found themselves down 2 – 1 
heading into the half.

With just twelve minutes to go before stoppage time, Morey Doner put 
home a pair of  back-to-back goals to give Aurora its first lead of  the game, 
though Masters found the 3 – 3 equalizer before the final whistle.

“It’s a new field, out first game and I thought they put on a great 
performance,” said Aurora head coach Derek O’Keeffe.

“Unfortunate not to win, but credit to the team for getting a point in the first game. 
It was a good experience out and most of  our players tonight are younger, and they 

held their own.”
O’Keeffe said he was “satisfied” with his team’s opening 

performance.
“The way we approached the game in terms of  our 
mindset, our attitude, our mentality, was second to none 

and I just think we need to keep that going and we can 
be a very competitive team this year.”

The men return to the pitch at University of  Windsor 
Stadium on Sunday, before returning home to host the 

Vaughan Azzurri on May 13.
The women’s side took to the new turf  earlier in the 

afternoon, dropping a 2 – 0 decision that saw both sides 
remain scoreless for the entire first half.

Veteran Aurora goalkeeper Meghan Phillips was 
perfect through the first 52 minutes, with Vaughan adding 
a second tally in the 76th minute.

Siamac Kavianpour, this year’s head coach who 
got his start in the final game of  the 2017 season, said 
his approach to this season will involve “very position-
oriented football.”

“Very attractive and interesting football, but 
winning will be very important. This is what I 

believe and I will stick with that plan.”
Aurora continues their campaign 

Saturday at Darby FC in Windsor, before 
returning to Stewart Burnett Park to host the 
Toronto Azzurri Blizzard on May 12.

Under-13 Avengers shoot to 
Ontario championship

By Jake Courtepatte

We the North.
The Under-13 York North 

Avengers rode a perfect 3 – 0 record 
to an Ontario Cup win in Milton last 
weekend, meeting a fellow York rival 
in the winner-take-all final on Sunday.

Opening the eight-team tournament 
in a high-scoring affair with Guelph on 
Friday, the Avengers rode a 58 – 57 win 
into a perfect 2 – 0 Saturday, knocking 
off  the team from Kitchener-Waterloo  
44 – 38 before beating the Grimsby 
Grizzlies 48 – 34.

That set up a meeting with the York 

South Silver Knights, the only other 
team to bring a perfect record into the 
final day.

“The Silver Knights were a tough 
opponent,” said coach Casey Emery, 
who added that around “90-percent” 
of  the York North team hailed from 
Aurora.

The Avengers got off  to a hot start, 
putting up fourteen straight points 
to open the game thanks to seven-
for-nine shooting on their field goal 
attempts.

From there, Emery said the Avengers 
“never looked back”, taking the game 
and the Ontario Championship by a 
score of  48 – 42.
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25% with our new smartphone 
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potentially save.
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*Conditions apply. 1Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements 
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Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.
State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.  

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Company, used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.
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Runners, dignitaries, volunteers and supporters had a chilly start at the annual Run or Walk for Southlake, but their efforts brought in some serious support for Southlake Regional Health Centre. 
Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Run or Walk for Southlake speeds past fundraising goal
By Jake Courtepatte

A cold spring day wasn’t enough to 
damper the warm atmosphere of  over 
1,500 participants in Sunday’s Run or 
Walk for Southlake.

The annual fundraiser for the 
Region’s largest healthcare centre was 
held in Newmarket for the second year, 
kicking off  from Newmarket’s Seniors’ 
Meeting Place before following a five-
kilometre path down Davis Drive.

Raising just over $160,000 by race 

day, that amount continues to climb 
as online donations pour in, sitting just 
over a lofty $172,000 by press time.

“It was a bit cold, but fun anyways!” 
said Arden Krystal, President and 
CEO of  Southlake. “I just want to 
thank all the community and staff, 
without them, an event of  such a 
capacity could never happen.”

The Cancer Centre Cruisers won the 
hospital department Team Challenge, 
raising a whopping $19,280, while 
Team East Gwillimbury won the 
Municipal Challenge while setting 
a record in bringing in just over 
$13,000.

Team Aurora, made up of  Aurora 
Council, family and friends, pulled in 
just over $5,000 for the cause.

“Another cold morning, but that 
didn’t stop everyone from coming 
out,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas. 
“Great to see everyone out in support 
of  our hospital.”

The Aurora Soccer Club was also 
successful in raising around $1,500, 
while Orange Theory Fitness of  
Newmarket-Aurora raked in close to 
$2,000.

The Optimist Club of  Aurora 
raised just over $1,200 as well.

“Team Kimmy” won the 
Community Friends and Family 

Challenge, pulling in close to $10,000.
With the first runners pulling up 

to a cheering crowd at the finish line 
around 9:30am, family and friends 
were entertained by George St. Kitts, 
a Jun-nominated Motown artist, at 
the Centre’s Athlete Village.

The Run or Walk for Southlake is 
the largest community fundraiser held 
annually by Southlake Foundation, 
raising vital funds to purchase new 
and replacement equipment across 
the hospital. Current equipment 
needs include anesthesia machines, 
operating room lights and hospital 
beds and mattresses, all critical 
elements to providing world-class care 
to Southlake’s patients in York Region 
and the surrounding communities.

Having flourished into the grand 
spectacle it is today since its beginnings 
in 2002, the bar has been raised each 
year in terms of  raised funds.

Now in its sixteenth year, the event 
has raised over $1-million netted in its 
span.

Since the inception of  the Southlake 
Foundation in 1980, the parent 
organizer of  the annual event, more 
than $100 million has been raised for 
the centre.

Donations can still be made at 
www.southlakefoundation.ca.
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THE MAPLE LEAF FOREVER – Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard honoured local Aurora’s 
David Tomlinson and Newmarket’s Wes Playter and Alexander Muir Public School with Maple Leaf Forever 
Pens last week. The pen is one of a limited number created by Aurora resident Ron Coe, Aurora Seniors’ 
Association, from wood of the historic Maple Leaf Forever tree. The tree is believed to be the inspiration 
for composer Alexander Muir’sMaple Leaf Forever, written in 1867, the year of Canada’s confederation, 
and long viewed as Canada’s unofficial anthem. The Maple Leaf Forever tree was felled during a violent 
windstorm in 2013 and its wood has been shared with artisans across the country to create objects that 
celebrate Canada’s history and culture. The pens were awarded to residents that are part of preserving 
our heritage, are part of protecting the environment and the public school was chosen as it is named after 
the author of the Maple Leaf Forever. 

SUPPLIED PHOTO

The Aurora Barbarian men played to a 25 - 25 tie with the Ajax Wanderers in preseason action at St. Max 
Kolbe field on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Men’s Barbs play to tie in 
preseason fixture

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Barbarian men are off  
to a hot start.

A second-half  comeback had the 
premier men’s squad pull to a tie with 
their longtime rival Ajax Wanderers on 
Saturday, their first preseason action 
in the Ontario Marshall Provincial 
division of  rugby union.

The Barbs fell to the Oakville 
Crusaders in last year’s McCormick 
Cup consolation final.

A trip to Ohio this weekend for some 
more pre-season play will be followed 
up by the season opener on May 12, 
when both the premier and second 
Barbs squads face the Oshawa Vikings 
at Fletcher’s Fields.

The women’s squad, runners-up to 
the Toronto Saracens in last August’s 
Ontario Women’s League final, host 
the Toronto Nomads, Barrie RFC, and 
the Saracens at St. Max this weekend 
before officially opening their season on 

May 12 against the Markham Irish.
The highly-successful women’s 

program, perennial contenders in the 
top division of  women’s rugby union 
in Ontario, also announced Saturday 
the signing of  longtime member Katie 
McLeod to the McMaster University 
Marauder program.

Majoring in Kinesiology, the 
Barbarian from Richmond Hill most 
recently won a national championship 
while touring with the Ontario Jr. Blues.

McMaster head coach Tim Doucette 
said he is “so excited” to have McLeod 
join the program, adding that she has 
“incredible potential.”

“Katie’s six-foot frame will be a huge 
addition for our scrum, and her well 
balanced skills make her a force around 
the pitch.”

us with a chef  who will prepare delicious 
food for sampling from ingredients 
sourced at the Market. They will focus on 
easy, family friendly dishes and will include 
the recipe. The launch will depend on the 
availability of  a chef  since the Institute 
won’t be up and running for a while.

Also new and exciting this year is the 
invitation from the Town to the Farmers’ 
Market to do a pop-up Market at each 
Wednesday night Concert in the Park 
during July and August.

This promises to be a great season with 
our move into the Park and other new 
features, so please join us on opening day 
on Saturday, May 5, from 8 a.m. until 1 
p.m.

See you at the Market!

Continued on page 5

MARKET 
MUSINGS
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Coming to TOWN PARK
May 5th!

See you at the Park!

Councillor Paul Pirri will not seek third Council term
Homelessness, cannabis legalization top FCM concerns

By Brock Weir

Councillor Paul Pirri will not seek re-
election.

The two-term Councillor, who has 
served on Council since 2010, announced 
his intentions at last week’s Council 
meeting while presenting a report from the 
Federation of  Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM), on which he is a Board member.

“I would like to thank my Council 
colleagues for letting me sit on the FCM 
Board over the last four years,” he said. 
“I hope I have done well to represent 
you all on the Board. This will be my last 
FCM report that comes through Council 
because, as many of  you know, I am not 
running for re-election.”

The Councillor’s announcement 

prompted words of  thanks from his 
colleagues for his nearly eight years of  
service.

“Thank you to Councillor Paul Pirri 
for all the hard work he has done over 
the years at FCM, not only on FCB, but 
hearing he is not going to be running for 
re-election,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas. 
“The four years with Councillor Pirri have 
been excellent and I have enjoyed it. We 
might not have agreed on every item, but 
I do know his heart is with the Town and 
all his [decisions] are made in the best 
interests of  the Town. Thank you very 
much for everything you have done for the 
Town.”

“I echo that,” said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, bringing focus back to the report 
itself  by asking what stood out in his mind 
that would be particularly pertinent to 
Aurora.

Top of  mind, said Councillor Pirri, were 
the complex realities that will come into 
play once cannabis is legalized in a few 
months. 

“One of  the examples that sticks broadly 
in my mind when we were discussing this 
issue, and I know [Regional Chair] Wayne 
Emmerson has expressed this, but if  you’re 
going to be looking for a breathalyser for 
somebody, that test is 30 cents and the test 
for marijuana can be in the $44 [range],” 
he said. “If  you’re having a R.I.D.E. 
check and you’re going to be running 
people through this test, from an expense 
standpoint, it can be very expensive.

“The FCM has advocated for a much 
fairer pricing structure on the prices and 
where the revenues end up going. Ontario 
has fared well and I think a lot of  the 
other provinces have signed on to the 
breakdown that was recommended. There 
is more work to be done to make sure it is 
implemented properly.”

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Special Council Meeting to review the findings to date of the 
Stable Neighbourhood Study. 

The purpose of this meeting is to allow Council to consider the comments received to date and to 
provide next steps, specifically scheduling a future Public Planning meeting.  
Future restrictions may include changes to the building height, lot coverage, setbacks and site plan 
approval process.  

This is also an opportunity for residents to provide additional comments to Council related to the 
Stable Neighbourhood Study.

LOCATION: Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora Ontario 

DATE:   Tuesday, May 29, 2018 
 TIME:  7 – 9 p.m.

STUDY AREA: Refer to the attached map       

Note: An interim control by-law (ICBL) was enacted by Council on January 2018 to prohibit any   
building or structures to be built upon, enlarged or expanded beyond the provisions and   
regulations of the existing Zoning By-Law for a period of 1 year. The intent of the ICBL is to allow   
Staff to conduct a study to further examine the Town’s existing policy, zoning provisions and a   
review of the best practices undertaken by other municipalities.   

Any inquiries should be directed to Planning and Development Services at 905-727-3123 extension 4226, Monday 
to Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development 
Services department at the same address or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. 

To stay updated please visit aurora.ca/stableneighbourhoodstudy.  

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 3rd day of May, 2018.

DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE

EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

Indeed, the report notes the FCM was 
“pleased” the Federal Budget reiterated 
the government’s commitment to revenue 
sharing, along with a further $81 million 
to fund police training and equipment.

The organization will “continue 
discussions with the Ministries of  Finance 
and Public Safety about the anticipated 
municipal costs and will push for federal/
provincial/territorial agreements that 
outline a municipal share. FCM’s 
position remains that all costs incurred 
by municipalities stemming from the 
legalization of  cannabis need to be 
recovered through some means. The 
excise tax is one way to fund those costs, 
and FCM has called for a 33 per cent 
carve-out for municipalities based on 
available data of  estimated costs. However, 
excise tax alone does not meet municipal 
needs. We will continue to push for costs to 
be covered in other ways.”

In adding his kudos to Councillor Pirri, 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe noted that a recent 
presentation by York Regional Police 
reiterated many of  the concerns over 
enforcement and striking a better financial 
split needs continued work.

Council also focused on FCM’s 
highlights on housing and homelessness. 

Key findings from the FCM’s 
Homelessness Partnering Strategy have 
received traction and they will continue 
pressing the Feds for more action.

“Housing is a Regional responsibility 
within York Region so I think the only 
thing we can do is continue to be strong 
advocates for the need for more funding 
and the need for more to be built,” 
said Councillor Pirri. “There was a 
large commitment from the Liberal 
Government in the last budget cycle with 
regards to housing and homelessness. For 
the first time in a long time, the Federal 
government was stepping back into that 
role because they had stepped out of  
funding affordable housing in the last 
few years. It was good to see the Federal 
Government step forward to get back into 
the ring.”
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EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

                  Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!
1987

We also carry all installation material including 
 Sealer • Cleaner 

H.G. Product • Wood Pecker and more...

CALL: 905-773-TILE (8453)
AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD.

1-110 Connaught Ave. Aurora

FLOOR & WALL TILE

Tile IN STYLE
This Spring

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
FRIDAY, MAY 4

A flag raising will be held today from 10 – 
10.30 a.m. today in celebration of  Community 
Living Day. Community Living Day is celebrated 
by all Community Living Agencies in Ontario 
to promote awareness for the full inclusion and 
citizenship for people who have developmental 
disabilities. Many Municipalities across Ontario 
will be celebrating Community Living Day by 
raising the Community Living Flag and lighting up 
iconic landmarks, including the CN Tower, in blue 
and green the evening.

* * * *
The Great Artist Music Series continues at 

the Aurora Cultural Centre this evening with 
James Campbell & Friends. James Campbell’s 
is Canada’s premier clarinetist; Member of  
the Order of  Canada and Juno Award winner. 
Cameron Crozman will be joining him, playing 
a Stradivarius cello on loan through the Canada 
Council Instrument Bank Competition. Joining on 
piano is Leopoldo Erice. For more information, 
including tickets, visit www.auroraculturalcentre.
ca.

MAY 5 – 6
The 56th Annual Art Show and Sale presented 

by the Town of  Aurora in association with the 
Society of  York Region Artists will take place at 
Town Hall on Saturday May 5 and Sunday May 
6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free, original 
artwork will be for sale.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Bring the whole family and help the Aurora 

Community Arboretum plant shrubs and small trees 
during this annual event. Enter the Arboretum at 
Birkshire Drive & Somerton Court, Aurora, on 
street parking. Please wear appropriate clothing, 
footwear and work gloves. We will supply the 
shovels. Start time is 10:00am. Rain or Shine!www.
auroraarboretum.ca

* * * *
AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET: Seasonal 

fresh fruits & veggies, delicious goodies and 
unique crafts will be waiting for you at the Aurora 
Farmers Market & Artisan Fair opening day from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Town Park. (49 Wells Street). 
Theaurorafarmersmarket.com

* * * * 
Pickering College will host an Open Doors 

event, featuring free, self-guided tours of  their 
beautiful building and art collection. Visitors can 
enjoy: a free, self-guided tour of  the main floor of  
our historic building, Rogers House, with a history 
wall to read and peruse; an opportunity to view 
our impressive art collection, including artwork 
from Franz Johnston, an original mural by Harold 
Haydon and many pieces by well known Canadian 
artist Fred Hagan and much more; and a viewing 

of  a documentary film about Pickering College’s 
100 years+ in Newmarket. Accessible parking 
and lift from the ground floor to the main level of  
Rogers House is available upon request. For more 
information, call 905-895-1700 x257.7

* * * * 
STEM Minds will host their first STEM-

a-Thom, a free community event for 
youth ages 4-12, participants can join in  
exciting STEM activities including STEM 
Challenges, Coding, Robotics, Digital Media, and 
more! Participants will have fun, learn, and can 
even win prizes! Join the community as we create, 
innovate, and explore STEM together throughout 
the day! Pre-registration required. Call 647-846-
3154 for further information. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 212 
Earl Stewart Drive.

SUNDAY, MAY 6
Are you up for the challenge? Join us for a 

FREE Nature Play Pop up on Sunday May 6th 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Windfall Ecology Centre 
in Sheppard’s Bush, Aurora. There will be bubbles, 
mud painting, loose parts play including cardboard 
boxes and tires, dressing up and a whole world 
on nature play fun! Sponsored by Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge Aurora.

THURSDAY, MAY 10 
Amnesty International Aurora-Newmarket 

Group holds their monthly meeting on Thursday, 
May 10, from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  to discuss current 
human rights issues and write appeal letters. Held at 
Trinity Anglican Church (in The Rectory building 
behind the church), 79 Victoria St., Aurora – all 
welcome! Free. For more information call Renee at 
905-713-6713, www.amnesty.ca, amnestyaurora.
wordpress.com.

MAY 11 – 13
The Aurora Museum & Archives will stage 

the 100th anniversary performance of  Temple 
of  Fame at Trinity Anglican Church. Women, 
famous in the world’s history summoned by the 
Goddess of  Fame, will plead their respective merits 
entitling them to the crown. Join us for the 100th 
anniversary celebration of  this play in Aurora! For 
more information, including tickets and related 
events, visit auroramuseum.ca/temple or call 905-
505-1190.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
The Aurora Senior Association Evergreen Choir 

warmly invites you to attend our annual Spring 
Concert “With a Joyful Song” under the direction 
of  Dr. Richard Heinzle. The concert takes place on 
Saturday, May 26 at our new time: 1:30 pm, doors 
open at 1 p.m. Tickets are $5. Children under 14 are 
free, but tickets are required. They are available at 
the reception desk of  the Centre,90 John West Way, 
Aurora, For more information, call 905-726-4767.
Light refreshment will be served at intermission.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO REMOVE A HOLDING ‘H’ SYMBOL

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL intends to consider an Amending By-law under section 36 of the Planning 
Act to Remove the “(H)” Holding symbol on: May 22, 2018 at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of The Town of Aurora intends to consider an Amending By-law 
under section 36 of the Planning Act to remove the ‘H’ Holding symbol for the lands described below:

1. An Application by 2412872 Ontario Inc. and 2197616 Ontario Inc., File Number: ZBA-2007-12(H) has been 
submitted to Amend the Zoning By-law to Remove the ‘H’ Holding symbol. The lands are located at Pt Lot 16 Con 
2, W Pt 1, 65R-32933 Except 65M-4292 and Pt Lot 16 Con 2, Pt 1 65R-34618, municipally known as 908 Vandorf 
Sideroad and 14575 Bayview Avenue;

The conditions for Removal of a ‘H’ Holding symbol as set out in By-laws 4964-07.D and 5424-12 have been 
fulfilled. The Removal of the ‘H’ Holding symbol will allow for the development of a residential Plan of Subdivision. 
The Holding ‘H’ symbol was established to ensure the Town of Aurora has allocated sufficient servicing capacity to 
this development, the requirements of the Endangered Species Act have been satisfied, and that the application 
represents a logical and orderly progression of development and complies with the policies of the Bayview 
Southeast Secondary Plan (OPA No. 20).

CONTACT:

Any inquiries should be directed to Marty Rokos of the Planning and Development Services at 905-727-3123 
extension 4350 weekdays, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the 
Planning and Development Services at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.
ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.

Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 10th day of May, 2018.

received by Phil Ralph, National 
Program Director of  Wounded 
Warriors Canada, who heralded 
Thursday’s announcement as a “proud 
and historic day” for the organization. 

Back in February, Wounded Warriors 
announced its national program for 
PTSD service dogs, but, in that time, 
the playing field has change with the 
roadblock before the development of  
national standards.

“There is a military dictum that is 
very simple: lead, follow, or get out of  
the way,” he said. “Wounded Warriors 
Canada has decided to take the lead on 
this and to publish standards that are 
clearly available on our website and we 
know people across the country have 
seen the life-changing nature that these 
dogs have in the lives of  our veterans. 
Some of  those changed lives are in this 
room today with their dogs. We have 
been proud to support this initiative 
across the country for the last number 
of  years.

“The launch of  our program in 
February signalled to the Canadian 
public that there was a place they could 
trust to put their hard-earned donor 
dollars in a program that was credible, 
looked at the highest standards and was 
transparent as to how it was delivered. 
We are so excited to announce this, our 
first strategic partnership, and the largest 
donation to Wounded Warriors Canada 
PTSD Service Dogs from the Royal 
Canadian Legion’s Ontario Command, 
to the Comrades in Ontario, I want to 
say thank you. To its leadership, thank 
you. You are leading the way in the 
country by positioning your trust with 

wounded warriors Canada and its 
PTSD service dog program.”

From the perspective of  Mr. 
Cousineau, this announcement goes a 
long way, but there is still a “stigma” 
that needs to be addressed. He had 
particularly sharp words for the Minister 
of  Veterans Affairs and his “discourse 
about psychiatric service dogs in the 
House of  Commons.”

“As a disabled veteran with a mental 
health injury, who lives with PTSD, 
I need no further stigma,” said Mr. 
Cousineau, who walked thousands of  
kilometres to raise awareness of  PTSD 
wearing a t-shirt with the slogan “Put 
the Stigma Down” emblazoned across 
the back. “A review of  the Government 
website is littered with the word 
“psychiatric.” That word is, in and of  
itself, stigmatizing. That stigma needs to 
stop and it needs to stop right now. 

“Today, Wounded Warriors Canada, 
as Canada’s foremost veterans and 
first responders’ mental health charity, 
in conjunction with the Ontario 
Provincial Command, are going to put 
that stigma down effective immediately. 
Our Service Dog program will cease 
using references to “psychiatric” in 
reference to our service dog program. 
On a Go Forward basis, we will have 
veteran assist service dogs.

“Today’s announcement, with the 
Ontario Command, was put there with 
the single-focused purpose, that being to 
help veterans and their families. Some 
are going to naturally ask, is it enough? 
The honest answer is no. However, 
no successful journey has ever started 
without those first very important steps. 
Today, those steps have been taken.”

Stigma still needs to be 
addressed: Veteran
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DRIVEWAYS

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know! • Heated Units 

• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

MASONRY

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator
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YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

Professionally Installing:
• Stone
• Brick
• Block

• Chimneys
• Flagstone

Spenser Wilson

647.542.0559
rightmasonry@gmail.com

Masonry
Restoration
Specialists
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Kids...looking to make some Extra Money?
 

ADVERTISE 

IN THE 

AURORAN 

CLASSIFIEDS 
CALL: 

905-727-3300  

EXT 102

SENIORS WELCOME  CARRIERS NEEDED to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.Earn money while getting exercise. 
 Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES DEATH NOTICE

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site su-
pervisor for the York 
Region area. Please 
email resume to: 
stepheno@intercity-
realty.com fax: 905-
597-0493   office: 905-
597-0227.

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
c o at .  Pe r f e c t  
c o n d i t i o n .  O n ly 
wo r n  t w i c e.  B e s t  
offer. For more  
information and to 
view 905-727-6497.

SERVICES

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

SURVEY FOR RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

T O T T E N H A M : 
BRIGHT HOUSE, 
large lot, 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, double ga-
rage, 5 appliances, 
A/C, $1800/mth + 
utilities. References. 
613-893-2545

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

WILLING TO  
EDUCATE: Highly 
motivated individual 
for rewarding career 
in financial services.  
Call Amanda at 
416.873.9998 

AURORA 3 
BDRM MAIN 
FLOOR APART-
MENT. shared 
laundry and utilities. 
$1300/mo. Industrial 
Pkwy South.  905-
642-4823

SURVEY FOR 
H E A L T H  
PRODUCT $3 /
day. Min. 10 days. 
If interested email:  
diazrandd@gmail .
com

Born 78 years ago in Burley-in-Wharfedale, West Yorks, England.  Longtime resident of Oakville 
and recently Aurora.  Sylvia passed peacefully on April 25th after a courageous battle with cancer.  

Predeceased by her beloved husband Arthur in 2013 they were married for 57 years and set a won-
derful example for their daughters and their husbands.  Julie and Mike Sifton of Aurora and Cheryl 
and Stewart Manchester of St Albans, Vermont.

Lovingly remembered Granny of Torie and Ali Sifton and their husbands Ioan Shrimpton and Leo 
Narynskyyi, Evelyn Sifton, Hailey and Jorge Calder, Caitlin and Ben Schultz-Figueroa, David and 
Lindsay Manchester and Christopher Manchester.  Doting Great Gran of Maya, Calvin, Aurora, and 
Cora.  

Sylvia and Arthur immigrated to Canada in 1966 settling in Oakville where Syl spent her exem-
plary nursing career at OTMH.  In her spare time she was a valued member of the Oakville Players, a 
devoted Formula One fan (Go Lewis Go), an admirable gardener,  and a prolific knitter.  

Upon retirement she volunteered at the Oakville Senior’s Centre until Arthur’s illness demanded 
all of her time.  Moving in 2012 to be closer to family led Syl to the Aurora Senior’s Centre where 
she discovered Square Dancing, Line Dancing, Hiking, a passion for Mahjong and many new friends.  

The family would like to thank Dr Rana, Dr Cho and Dr Yuen at Stronach Regional Cancer Centre 
and Dr Bedard and staff at PMH for trying their best.  Also many many thanks to the amazing staff 
and volunteers at the The Margaret Bahen Hospice in Newmarket for the exceptional end-of-life care.  

A private family service will take place this summer.  In lieu of flowers please consider making 
a donation to The Margaret Bahen Hospice or the Stronach Regional Cancer Centre at Southlake.  

CUTHBERT, SYLVIA (NÉE RENTON) 

WHOLESALE MELANINE PANEL DISTRIBUTION 
company looking for positive, experienced, self-motivated, 

shipper / receivers and sales reps. Full time and 
part time hours available. 

Please inquire for more details or email your resume

Call Paul @ 905.857.1243 or email : paul@derosaandsons.com

CDS has the following position available: 

Communications Coordinator
Permanent, full-time

Commencing July 2018
Posting closes May 14th, 2018

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

 Please visit our website for more details:
www.cds.on.ca/employment
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15
YEARS

15
YEARS

15
YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the 
price you pay for brewing great beer!

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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