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Mural leaves a colourful legacy  
of Canada 150 celebration

By Brock Weir

If  you were one of  the 400 Aurora 
residents who showed off  their artistic 
flair last year painting a small tile to be a 
part of  a larger picture, there’s no rush. 
You have the next 25, 50, 100 years to 
find where it ended up.

A lasting legacy of  last year’s Canada 
150 celebrations, Aurora’s Canada 150 
Mosaic was formally unveiled by Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex on Thursday night, 

an unveiling which not only brought 
together local dignitaries but also many 
of  the community artists – amateur and 
professional – who took a brush to paint 
in order to make it a reality. 

Aurora is one of  78 communities that 
took part in a cross-country mural project 
commemorating the sesquicentennial of  
Confederation last year.

The eight by twelve foot mural was 
spearheaded by a group of  local artists 
and volunteers – Christine Valentini, 
Claire d’Aurore, Judy Sherman, Eva 

Folks and Eric McCartney – who not 
only brought the Mosaic opportunity to 
the attention of  Aurora’s Canada 150 
Committee, but brainstormed various 
themes that could come together to speak 
to how Aurorans saw the community in 
the past, how they see it now, and how 
they see it in the future. 

They finalized the concept and 
the general layout, but it was up to an 
Alberta-based company which came up 
with the idea of  a cross-country network 

John Abel 
Councillor / Deputy Mayor

Town of Aurora 
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READ OUR “LiPS” – Local models have a light-hearted moment on the Highland  
Automotive catwalk last week for the annual Ladies in Philanthropy for Southlake (LiPS) 
fashion show fundraiser. For more, see Page 8.                   Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan 

Continued on page 12

Property rights take 
that “step in the 
right direction” after 
Council vote

By Brock Weir

It was hailed by some members of  
Council as “a step in the right direction” 
and, last week, new measures on how 
local bylaw officers may enter onto your 
property took that all-important stride.

Last Tuesday, Council ratified their 
decision made at the previous week’s 
Committee meeting to start a one-
year pilot project which will carry out 
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LASTING LEGACY – Christine Valentini, Eric McCartney, and Claire d’Aurore, three of the five leads on the Canada 150 Mosaic Mural 
legacy project participated in last Thursday’s unveiling at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.                                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Meet us
at the

Summit.
SPACE IS LIMITED
REGISTER NOW

YORK REGION PHYSICAL LITERACY SUMMIT
Activate Aurora’s annual Physical Literacy Summit is a must attend 
for recreation leaders, teachers, coaches, program providers, and 
anybody who works with children and youth.

Find out about:
• Why physical literacy is critical for movement confidence,
  competence, and a healthy, active lifestyle
• Increasing physical literacy through music and movement
• Balancing safety and fun: the upside of risk, and more...

Keynote Speakers and Workshop Leaders are national and globally 
recognized experts, who will inspire and inform, providing creative and 
practical tools to use right away. Learn how to enrich current programs, 
or develop new ones.

Creating physically literate 
children and youth

Fri. May 4, 2018, Seneca College, King Campus  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Learn from the experts:
Keynote: Dr. Dean Kriellaars,
University of Manitoba

Brandy Tanenbaum,
Sunnybrook Hospital

Drew Mitchell, Director of
Physical Literacy, Sport for Life

Amy Tepperman,
Moving EDGEucation

For info or to register: activateaurora.com
See "Upcoming Local Events" (at bottom of homepage)

Art program for those 
living with dementia 
receives Federal boost

By Brock Weir

There is no denying the therapeutic 
benefits of  art, and this is a benefit 
that was recognized by the Federal 
Government last week with a boost to 
the Alzheimer Society of  York Region.

The Government, through the New 
Horizons for Seniors program, has 
invested $25,000 in the Society’s Artwell 
Project, an initiative where seniors and 
clients involved in the organization, 
participate in art projects designed to 
enhance the cognitive ability of  those 
living with Alzheimer’s Disease and 
other forms of  dementia, enabling 
them to express themselves. 

“The Alzheimer Society of  York 
Region is excited to partner with the 
McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
to bring the experience of  art to 
our clients at the Aurora, Thornhill 
and Stouffville DAY centres,” says 
Loren Freid, CEO of  the Alzheimer 
Society of  York Region. “The Artwell 
Project will engage older adults in 
the community through volunteering, 
mentoring and supporting those with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
Art is beneficial to many people with 
dementia because although they 
gradually lose the ability to express 
themselves with words, the parts of  
the brain that deal with colours and 
composition can still be used and 
developed.”

The Federal funding infusion was 
announced Tuesday by Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona 
Alleslev, on behalf  of  Jean-Yves 
Duclos, Minister of  Families, Children 
and Social Development Canada.

The announcement was attended 
by Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner.

“Our government is dedicated to 
ensure that Canadian seniors are able 
to participate in activities that meet 
their needs and interests,” said Ms. 
Alleslev. “I am proud to represent 
organizations like Alzheimer Society 
York Region who work tirelessly to 
support individuals and their families 
living with Alzheimer disease and 
other dementias to ensure they receive 
the best possible services. We support 
New Horizons for Seniors Program 
projects like this one so that seniors 
in our community and across Canada 
have the opportunity to lead and 
participate in local activities that help 
to ensure their wellbeing.”

The New Horizons for Seniors 
Program provides an estimated $35 
million of  funding for nearly 1,850 
community-based projects across the 
country. Since its inception in 2004, 
the program has funded over 19,500 
projects in hundreds of  communities, 
with an estimated investment of  $417 
million.

“The Government of  Canada 
is committed to ensuring that all 
Canadians have a real and fair 
chance to succeed,” said Mr. Duclos 
in a statement. “We support a wide 
array of  New Horizons for Seniors 
Program projects that bring seniors 
together in innovative ways to help 
build communities that are strong and 
vibrant. 

“These grassroots projects are 
community-driven and promote 
social interaction, positive aging and 
seniors’ wellbeing. They reach out to 
seniors and encourage them to pursue 
active lifestyles, expand their social 
networks and play a leading role in 
activities that inspire goodwill, sharing 
and fellowship among community 
members.”
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Do you experience lower back pain, 
pain in the buttocks or leg that is worse 
when sitting, hip pain, burning or tingling 
down the leg, weakness, numbness, or 
diffi culty moving the leg or foot, a constant 
pain on one side of  the buttocks and/or 
a shooting pain that makes it diffi cult to 
stand up? You may be suffering with a 
condition known as sciatica.

 Sciatica is defi ned as compression of  a 
spinal nerve root in the lower back, often 
owing to degeneration of  an intervertebral 
disc. 

 Sciatica most commonly occurs when 
a herniated disc , bone spur on the spine 
or narrowing of  the spine (spinal stenosis) 
compresses part of  the nerve. This causes 
infl ammation, pain and often some 
numbness in the affected leg.

You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  It is 
important to know that although surgery 
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a 
last resort in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach that has helped many 

sufferers improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor and 
accelerate the body’s natural healing 
processes. The innovative Multiwave 
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a 
safe, effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS laser 
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of  
decreasing the infl ammation around the 
spinal cord and shows great promise in 
the battle against the devastating sequelae 
of  this condition.

 
What does this mean for you?

Many of  our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical technology, 
with years of  clinical studies supporting its 
safety and effi cacy and we are very proud 
to offer our patients effective solutions to 
their recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the 
results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-2225 to 
book your FREE consultation and examination at 
King West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 
10, Richmond Hill (In the Home Hardware 
Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For 
Sciatica

Advertorial

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS A BY-LAW 
TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL MUNICIPAL LANDS
95 Eric T. Smith Way, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of 
its intention to pass a by-law on Tuesday, April 24, 2018, pursuant to Report No. PBS17-036, for the purpose 
of declaring as surplus and selling land municipally known as 95 Eric T. Smith Way, Town of Aurora, Regional 
Municipality of York and legally described as (a) Lot 3, Plan 65M-4324, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality 
of York, being all of PIN 03642-3447 (LT) and (b) Part of Block 11, Plan 65M-4324, designated as Parts 11, 12, 
13 and 14 on Plan 65R-35964, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York, being part of PIN 03642-4514 
(LT), having a total area of approximately 11.4 acres, more or less, as illustrated for location purposes only on 
Figure 1 (below).

The by-law will be available on the Town’s website, located at www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on April 20, 
2018 ahead of the Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in 
Council Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

For further information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, Long Range & Strategic Planning, at          
905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or by email at aierullo@aurora.ca.
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Community tributes continue to pour in for 
Humboldt Broncos

By Brock Weir

Donning jerseys, placing hockey 
sticks, and rising together in song –  these 
are just three of  the many ways the 
local community is paying tribute to 
Saskatchewan’s Humboldt Broncos.

The Humboldt hockey family, which 
lost its 16th member Wednesday night 
when 25-year-old Dayna Brons, the team’s 
athletic therapist, succumbed to the injuries 
she sustained in the April 6 bus crash, 
which also claimed the lives of  Darcy 
Haugan, Mark Cross, Logan Schatz, 
Jaxson Joseph, Adam Herold, Stephen 
Wack, Connor Lukan, Evan Thomas, 
Parker Tobin, Logan Boulet, Tyler Bieber, 
Brody Hinz, Logan Hunter, Jacob Leicht, 
and Glen Doerksen.

As Brons’s name was added to the 
tragic list of  victims Wednesday evening, 
the Pickering College choir gathered at 
Pfaff  Automotive for the launch of  the 
9th annual Portraits of  Giving exhibition, 
pooling their voices for a moving rendition 
of  Bridge Over Troubled Water, which was 
dedicated to the Humboldt community.

The following day, representatives at the 
Region of  York, including Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, embraced “National Jersey Day” as 
it took on extra meaning this year. 

Billed as a “small measure of  solidarity 
for the grieving families, friends and loved 
ones affected by the tragedy,” members of  
the public were invited by the Region to 
come out and wear their jerseys while, at 
the same time, participating in a moment 
of  silence for 29 seconds to reflect the 29 
individuals who were on the bus.

Similar gestures were carried out 
throughout the community within schools 
and local business, including Omar’s 
Shoes, and, elsewhere scores of  homes 
and businesses across Aurora, such as 
Marketing Garage, left their sticks outside 
to remember the victims.

Earlier, on the Sunday following the 
crash, the Aurora Tigers, alongside the 
Wellington Dukes, hosted an on-ice tribute 
to the Humboldt community, gathering in 
a circle with local dignitaries for a moment 
of  silence and a performance of  Amazing 
Grace led by the St. Andrew’s Pipes and 
Drums.

A further moment of  silence opened 
last week’s Council meeting as members 
reflected on the week that was.

“It was a very moving ceremony with 

all the players at centre ice in a circle and 
a moment of  silence and the bag pipes 
playing Amazing Grace,” said Councillor 
Tom Mrakas, who attended the ceremony 
alongside Mayor Geoff  Dawe and 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson. 
“The Junior A Tigers did the Town proud.”

A wager Councillor Mrakas had with a 
fellow Councillor for Wellington was also 
changed to reflect a tragedy.

Following the Tigers’ post-season 
elimination to the Dukes on Sunday 
night, Councillor Mrakas was due to wear 
a Wellington Jersey at a future Council 
meeting. The two politicians, however, 
decided a donation in the Dukes’ name 
to the ongoing fundraising campaign for 
victims and families impacted by the crash 
would be a more fitting gesture.

(Clockwise from Top) Regional 
representatives and staff gather 
for a group photo at the York 
Regional Offices on Thursday to 
show support for the Humbolt 
Broncos. Homes and businesses 
put their hockey sticks out in 
tribute to the team members, in-
cluding at St. Andrew’s College 
and Marketing Garage. Auroran 
photo by Glenn Rodger
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Continued on page 13

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

Less than a month ago, I wrote about 
the ongoing efforts of  the Healthy Kids 
Community challenge to encourage 
kids, their parents, and, indeed, their 
whole families, to power off  their cell 
phones just for a little bit here and 
there to actually reconnect with each 
other and the world around them.

At the time, it seemed like the very 
idea of  going a day, or even a whole 
weekend being disconnected from a 
smart phone, computer or any other 
type of  screen seemed simultaneously 
liberating and relaxing, but also slightly 
claustrophobic.

There was that sense of  the “What 
if ?” 

What if  I miss a breaking news story 
that needed to be covered in these 
pages? What if  something broke on 
the international stage – say, inching 
closer and closer to World War Three 
– happened when I was disconnected 
and I was late for the End of  the World 
party?

Then, of  course, there is the social 
media faux pas of  missing a milestone 
in a friend’s life, from a birthday, to a 
job promotion, to something allegedly 
cute their cat did in the morning and 
failing to acknowledge its supposed 
cuteness adequately is tantamount to 
an affront to not only the entire feline 
species, but all four-leggers and the 
humans who love them.

It’s a tricky business, and a business 
that is altogether exhausting. Yet, it is 
very much a part of  our lives.

One of  my favourite memories of  
the last 20 years or so, was the blackout 
which engulfed much of  the eastern 
seaboard.

We all have our stories of  what we 
did that day – or, in most cases, what 
we didn’t do that day, or into the next.

For many people, it was a hardship. 
You might not have been able to get 
where you wanted to go, your evening 
plans were ruined, your air conditioner 
was out, your home transformed into 
a makeshift sauna, your food spoiled, 
or maybe you had to brainstorm some 
old, but innovative ways to entertain 
your kids without the benefit of  a boob 
tube or a fully charged flip phone.

As the kids say today, the struggle was 
real, but I thought it was particularly 
fun.

Sure, our house was a sauna, and 
our chest freezer was a shambles, but, 
it provided an opportunity to cook said 
thawed food outside, gather with the 
neighbours (many of  whom we had 
never met before) have a community 

cookout and, for the first time in a long 
while due to light pollution, enjoy the 
sight of  a starry sky.

So, the forecast for horrendous 
weather this weekend seemed like an 
opportunity of  sorts. 

It wouldn’t have meant one would 
need to completely power off  the 
phone, unless the ice took out a cell 
tower or a power line, thwarting any 
effort to keep a battery charged, but 
it seemed like a prime opportunity to 
take things slower, if  only for a day or 
two.

Weekends are all too often 
punctuated with various obligations 
– work, personal, and those odd ones 
that fall in between – and, in light of  
the forecast, most of  these obligations 
were cancelled or postponed.

There was an unusual sense of  
freedom that there would be time to do 
– well, whatever that needed to be done 
if  not for a limited amount of  time.

There was, of  course, writing that 
needed to be done, but there were also 
dozens of  books stacking up just begging 
to be read, there was a PVR full of  
classic films and a growing backlog of  
TV shows that needed watching and, 
more importantly, there was a change 
of  pace that was desperately needed.

We were lucky enough not to 
lose power for more than a couple 
of  seconds so there was no forced 
powering off, but there was a feeling of  
cutting the cord.

And, in that sense, as messy as 
Monday’s cleanup was, I think it was 
totally worth it. 

THE VALUE OF GOOD NEWS
One of  the items on my to-do list 

this weekend that wasn’t cancelled or 
put off  was the funeral of  my colleague 
Bill Rea, editor of  the Caledon Citizen, 
who died suddenly on April 8.

Held in Bolton, it was a well-attended 
service, considering the weather, and 
one which provided many beautiful 
remembrances of  a life that was cut far 
too short.

Their words also provided much 
food for thought on an otherwise quiet 
weekend.

“Bill was not into social media; he 
did not Tweet or use Instagram, he 
walked around with note pads and 
six, or nine, or 10 pens to make sure 
one worked, and two cameras,” said a 
local minister who met with Bill just a 
few days before his death. “He talked 
about getting up incredibly early on 
Easter Sunday morning. He came to 
the Great Trail pavilion in Caledon 
East to take a picture of  a gathering 
for a sunrise service, still pretty early, 
and he had been elsewhere before that. 
We exchanged just a few words, he was 
off  to somewhere else. I went off  to 
breakfast and another church service 
later, Bill was off  to another good 
news story. Who enjoyed the morning 
more? Who touched more lives? The 
clergyman or the roving reporter?”

Using Bible scripture to illustrate 
the idea of  approaching a topic from 
a fresh perspective, he said Bill put 
himself  in the shoes of  someone else 
tirelessly and, in the process, “found 
us stories of  new life, unique, hopeful 
possibilities, places of  maturity, triumph 
over struggle, youthful initiative, new, 
eager entrepreneurs, tireless volunteers 
and more, right next door. His writing 
helped us to think more deeply and 
oftentimes consider the other side, 
which we haven’t even considered. 
Bill brought us pictures of  beauty we 
had not noticed, even though it was 
practically right in front of  us. He 
highlighted those who on their own 
might not get beyond the back page.”

It was fitting, in my mind, that this 
hopeful message of  an inspiring legacy 
was being said as ice pellets audibly 
beat down on the roof  of  the funeral 
home, a contrast in perspectives.

After the long trip home, a short 
distance lengthened by the weather, 
there was plenty of  time to mull this 
over.

All too often in these days of  hyper-
connectivity, fake news and clickbait, 
good news stories take a back seat to the 
controversial, the bloody, the political, 
or any combination thereof. But, if  a 
balance isn’t struck so much beauty is 
often missed.

That is a legacy to be proud of  
and one we can all aspire to within 
and outside areas of  journalism; but 
sometimes it takes a pause, a break in 
routine, forced-but-needed downtime, 
to drive this point home and refocus 
our perspective.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

MP to host forum on 
cannabis regulation

Over the past couple of  months, my 
team and I have received many requests 
for more information regarding the 
upcoming legalization and regulation 
of  Cannabis.

In order to achieve our society’s goal 
of  preventing criminals and organized 
crime from profiting from the illegal 
sale and distribution of  Cannabis, 
while ensuring Cannabis is kept out 
of  the hands of  our Canadian youth, 
it is important for all of  us to clearly 
understand the new laws and how they 
will be implemented and enforced.

Please join me for a Town Hall on 
Cannabis Regulations at Richmond 
Green Secondary School on Saturday, 
April 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
that I will be hosting with MP Bill 
Blair, former Toronto Police Chief  
and current Parliamentary Secretary 
to Canada’s Attorney General and 
Minister of  Justice and to the Minister 
of  Health.

Thank you to everyone who joined 
me on Saturday at my Exchanging 
Ideas Town Hall to discuss a wide 
range of  topics from the economy and 
the environment, to cyber security and 
democratic reform.

By working together, regardless of  
our political stripes, and listening to 
ideas we agree with, ideas we do not 
agree with, and ideas we have not 
even thought of  yet, we are making an 
investment in democracy and creating 
a vision for what we want our country 
to become.

I look forward to seeing you on  
April 28.

Leona Alleslev, MP
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Grinding to an icy halt
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Reader Andy Janicek submitted a series of 
photos on Sunday of some daredevil work 
going on at the Aurora Sports Dome on In-
dustrial Parkway North. The photos were 
taken at the height of the storm as efforts 
were made to remove weighty ice from the 
dome’s roof. Submit your photos to letters@
auroran.com.
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For the past several weeks, I have 
been pleased to host a co-op student 
in my constituency office.  This week 
I am turning my column over to 
Matthew to report on the work he has 
been doing on behalf  of  the residents 
of  Newmarket-Aurora.

Hello, my name is Matthew Acheson.  
I attend St. Maximillian Kolbe Catholic 
High School in Aurora.  For the past six 
weeks I have been doing my co-op placement 
in MPP Chris Ballard’s constituency office.  
I have enjoyed myself  a lot so far between the 
outings and helping organize events. 

In my first week, I helped put a presentation 
together for the Leading Women Leading Girls 
awards ceremony. While putting together the 
biographies, I realized what amazing work 
the women being recognized at the ceremony 
do and have done in the area. 

Chris – he doesn’t mind me calling him 
by his first name – spends four days per week 
at Queen’s Park and one day per week in the 
constituency office.  I have gotten a chance to 
get to know him better and discuss important 
ideas about teens and the community. 

Throughout this co-op, I have learned 
many skills that are necessary to work in the 
political environment. For example, I need the 
ability to communicate with others on ideas 
that are not commonly understood. I need the 
ability to think fast if  I have a caller who 
is very angry, and I have to help calm them 
down. Then there are times when people phone 
about problems they have and end up venting 
their frustration; all the while I’m trying to 
help resolve their problem or find someone who 
can. Then there’s also perseverance for when 
I’m trying to get Chris speaking opportunities 
to discuss government initiatives, funding 
grants and other important issues. 

Things like these have helped me be 
successful in his office and helped me 
understand what it is like to work for the 
Ontario government and its people. This 
co-op has given me an opportunity to make 
connections that would have otherwise been 

impossible. The people I have met are great 
and the things they have done are impressive. 
For example, there is a girl in Grade 10 that 
attends my school who has started her own 
charity to help people with Alzheimer’s. The 
goal of  the charity is to buy stuffed dogs 
and give them to people with Alzheimer’s as 
therapy dogs. This helps people because it 
gives them a sense of  joy and helps them deal 
with anxiety.

Chris and I got a chance to talk during 
my first week and he gave me an insight into 
his life, how he got to where he is now and 
how his life has taken some turns for the 
better. I also learned that Chris’s son is a 
sergeant and instructor at the local Canadian 
Armed Forces base where my friend is doing 
a military reserves co-op. It is amazing how 
people can do so much for so many. It blows 
my mind the amount of  people who come to 
Chris’s office to discuss their issues and how 
people come to him because he is the Minister 
of  Environment and Climate Change.

As great as it is to see the work we do in the 
community, there are also the quiet times, like 
all jobs. During those quiet times I do simple 
work like put pins in cards that are given out 
during events. That has to be the most mind-
boring job I have had. I believe I did 200 
pins in 3 hours at one point but somebody 
has to do it! As slow as the office can be at 
times, it can also get very busy. There have 
been times where we have had meeting after 
meeting until I have to leave, and I know more 

meetings are scheduled. These days are very 
hectic around the office and are usually full of  
running around and lots of  driving.  

Aside from the busyness of  the office, the 
people who work alongside me are fantastic. 
There is Cleo, Trish, Rohit, and my manager 
Cathy. All four of  these people have been 
incredible at making me feel welcome into the 
office and have given me plenty of  advice and 
support with adjusting to office life. For me, 
it is a lot more comfortable to be in an office 
setting than a school setting. Scratch that, any 
place is better than a school setting. 

Last week I think was my favourite because 
I got to go with Chris down to Queens Park 
to watch Question Period. While I was there, 
it was amusing to watch the two opposition 
parties take “shots” at the government and see 
the government ministers stand strong on their 
positions. After Question Period, I got to take 
a tour of  the building where I learned more 
about the rich history embedded within. The 
past several weeks have given me a chance to 
really experience what it is like to work for and 
with a Member of  Provincial Parliament.

Did you know … that Saint 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School was named after a priest killed 
in Auschwitz during the Second World 
War.  As the high school was opening a 
group of  students travelled to visit with 
Father Lucjan (a priest who served with 
Kolbe) to learn more about the school’s 
patron saint. The following week, a 
different group travelled to New York 
City to participate in a workshop at the 
Museum of  Tolerance, funded by the 
Simon Weisenthal center for Holocaust 
Studies.  Finally a third group travelled 
to Poland to follow in the steps of  Saint 
Maximilian Kolbe including visiting 
the City of  the Immaculata in Warsaw 
and Auschwitz outside of  Kracow.  
All of  these experiences have helped 
lay the foundation and culture of  
acceptance and inclusion for everyone 
in the school.

Going to Extremes

Meet Matthew Acheson

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston
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Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Thank you to Town staff, York Regional 
Police and Central York Fire Services 
for helping residents stay safe during the 
recent ice storm. The long hours of  work 
everyone put in over the weekend to keep 
our community safe is much appreciated. 
Please continue to stay safe, drive according 
to weather conditions and watch for flooding 
in certain areas as the ice begins to melt. 

In the wake of  the storm, the Town had 
to postpone Aurora’s Annual Clean-up Day 
to ensure the safety of  our participants and 
volunteers. The event has been re-scheduled 
to Saturday, April 28. For more information, 
visit aurora.ca/cleanup or call 905-727-1375.

Thank you to everyone who submitted 
nominations for the 2018 Community 
Recognition Awards. All individuals, groups 
and businesses nominated will be contacted 
and awards will be presented at a ceremony 
on Monday, May 28.

I was pleased to be present at the unveiling 
of  Aurora’s Mosaic Canada 150. The Town 
of  Aurora was one of  150 communities across 
Canada to complete one of  the Canada 
150 Mosaic murals. The mosaic is a visual 
portrayal of  history and will be displayed 
in the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. 
This beautiful art piece is a wonderful 
representation of  our community and it is a 
lasting legacy to remember Canada 150.

Can’t wait for the Movies in Park series 
to start in the summer? Well you’re in luck 
because the Town has a free sneak preview 
of  the event indoors! Join us for Movie in 
the SARC on Saturday, April 28 and watch 
Paddington 2 (PG) inside the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex starting at 6:15 
p.m. There will be pre-movie games and 
activities from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. All attendees 
have a chance to win a free week of  summer 
camp at the Town. We are also accepting 
non-perishable food donations for the 
Aurora Food Pantry. For more information, 
visit aurora.ca/moviesinthepark.

One of  my most favourite events is 
coming up in a couple of  weeks. Aurora’s 
Art Show and Sale features more than 300 
unique and talented pieces from a variety 
of  different artists. Thank you to the Society 
of  York Region Artists for partnering with 
the Town to create this spectacular show. If  
you’re looking for a new piece of  artwork for 
your home or office, this is the art sale you 
can’t miss! The event will be held at Aurora 
Town Hall on Saturday, May 5 and Sunday, 
May 6. For more information, visit aurora.
ca/artshow.

Thinking of  a great way to keep your kids 
busy this summer? The Town offers several 
exciting, safe and innovative camp programs. 
Our qualified camp staff  are committed 
to providing a memorable and enjoyable 
summer camp experience. The Town camps 
are designed to meet the varied interests, 
learning styles and developmental needs 
of  all children and teens. To find out more 
visit, aurora.ca/summercamps.

Stay connected to the Town. Visit the 
Town’s website, read the Town’s bi-weekly 
Notice Board published in The Auroran, 
subscribe to our social media feeds and 
sign-up for our monthly Town e-newsletter, 
Aurora Matters. You can also engage with us 
through PlaceSpeak. For more information 
about the Town of  Aurora, visit aurora.ca.

Please contact me if  you have any 
questions or comments about our Town. I 
invite you to contact my office to set-up an 
appointment to speak with me in-person by 
either emailing mayor@aurora.ca or calling 
my office at 905-726-4741. I am always 
happy to hear from you!

 Have a wonderful week!

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

National Telephone Day!
(April 25)

These ladies worked at Aurora’s Bell Tele-
phone Exchange (86.36.5) and represented 
a common sight across Canada during the 
1940s. Prior to today’s phone service, callers 
would lift the receiver and ask operators to 
connect their calls via switchboard. Did you 
know that Alexander Graham Bell’s original 
telephone greeting was “Ahoy-hoy?” The 
first telephone conversation was in 1876 
when Graham Bell spoke the words, “Mr. 
Watson, come here.”

Should election hopefuls  
be required to live in the areas  

they run to represent?

A few weeks ago, there were reports 
that Council was concerned about the 
potential for flooding in Aurora.

Was Aurora ready, or would the next 
heavy rain turn all our basements into 
indoor swimming pools?

Before people could say, “surely, there 
must be more important things for our 
elected officials to fixate on,” we got hit 
with the incredible ice and rain storm 
over the weekend, which resulted in 
power outages, downed trees, and yes, 
flooding.

Maybe our Council members should 
consider giving up their day jobs and 
going into the weather forecasting 
business.

Since this possibility had already been 
considered, it just goes to show that the 
events of  last week-end are not an isolated 
incident. With climate change making 
itself  evident in so many ways, there are 
expected to be severe weather conditions 
throughout the year, including, at least 
during the warmer weather, rainfall.  

Most of  the time, our creeks look pretty 
harmless. There are many places where 
on an average day you could cross the 
tranquilly flowing and shallow Tannery 
Creek or Holland River without really 
getting your feet wet.  

But it doesn’t take much to turn these 
waterways into raging torrents of  power 
and erosion.   

Look at the flooding on Wellington 
just west of  Yonge during a rainstorm 

last year. A video clip of  a frightened 
family driving through the deep water 
became a YouTube sensation.

To prevent these types of  
occurrences the Town, working with 
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority and other partners with 
a vested interest, has put into place 
various measures to mitigate these 
impacts.

Flood control dams, stormwater 
ponds, contoured landscaping for 
proper drainage, and clearing catch 
basins all contribute to softening the 
watery blow of  extreme rain events.

But these traditional approaches 
don’t seem to be keeping up with the 
increasing occurrences.  Perhaps it’s 
time to start thinking of  some more 
innovative new tactics.

Ideally, we could just rise above it 
all, so to speak, but raising all of  the 
buildings in Town up on stilts may be 
a bit impractical, even if  it would sure 
help with much needed parking space 

downtown.
The Town could issue everyone with 

umbrellas and hip waders.   At about 
$100 a person, that’s still cheaper than 
some Council initiatives, although it 
wouldn’t win Aurora any awards for 
fashion.

With our rivers receiving flow from 
neighbouring King and Whitchurch-
Stouffville before draining north 
through Town, we could build huge 
dams on our borders at Bathurst 
and Highway 404, and let those 
communities deal with all the water. 

Alternately, it would be great if  we 
could put the volumes of  water that 
come with a torrential rainfall to use, 
rather than let it all drain away. I for 
one, am getting really tired of  our 
endless summer water bans.

If  we could just collect and store it 
somehow…. is it too late to consider 
building a 50 story water tower at 
Library Square? 

Or perhaps when the skies threaten 
we should all just play it safe and 
proactively head to higher ground, the 
highest of  which in Aurora appears to 
be somewhere near Aspen Leaf  Court 
in the northwest part of  Town.

There may not be much space there, 
so you’d be advised to arrive early. I’ll 
be the one wearing the hip waders.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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Cassandra  
Da Re 
Class of 2007

LAWYER

“Villanova gave me  

the confidence to  

pursue my professional  

ambitions and goals.”

• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory
• Tuition Assistance

• Catholic Tradition of 
Academic Excellence

• Entrance Scholarships 
Available

I Got My  
Start At 
Villanova...

VOTED  
BEST  
PRIVATE  
SCHOOL  
IN KING 

#

REGISTER FOR ONE OF OUR  
UPCOMING OPEN HOUSES:

JANUARY 19 • JANUARY 23 • FEBRUARY 2

905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.ca  
www.villanovacollege.org • King City, Ontario

SPECIAL

EVENING

TOUR  

NIGHT

JAN 23

REGISTER FOR OUR
UPCOMING OPEN HOUSE:

MAY 3, 2018 @ 10:00 a.m.
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problem?

Normal

It is estimated 80% of the Canadian population will suffer from back pain at
some point in their lives.  A common source of back pain is degenerating,
deteriorating discs in the spine. 

Commonly, the reason the discs deteriorate is due to an imbalance of the
support muscles causing abnormal wear and tear on the discs of the spine.   

AMIT (Advanced Muscle Integration Technique) is a truly remarkable system
of assessment, treatment and injury prevention.  The goal of AMIT is to identify
muscles which are 'inhibited' from working properly and 'turn them back on' to
proper function.   

Patient describe consistent results with many conditions such as back pain,
shoulder pain, chronic neck pain, tennis elbow and many other conditions with
AMIT treamtents. 
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It is estimated 80% of the Canadian 
population will suffer from back pain 

at some point in their lives. A common 
source of back pain is degenerating, 

deteriorating discs in the spine.
 

Commonly, the reason the discs 
deteriorate is due to an imbalance of 

the support muscles causing abnormal 
wear and tear on the discs of the spine.

AMIT (Advanced Muscle Integration 
Technique) is a truly remarkable system 

of assessment, treatment and injury 
prevention. The goal of AMIT is to identify 

muscles which are ‘inhibited’ from working 
properly and ‘turn them back on’ 

toproper function.

Patient describe consistent results 
with many conditions such as back pain, 
shoulder pain, chronic neck pain, tennis 

elbow and many other conditions 
with AMIT treamtents.

Your Host 
Dr. Dean McClelland

To learn more, attend the "What is AMIT?'

workshop - Monday, April 30th at 7pm -

Aurora Public Library (Magna Room)

TO LEARN MORE VISIT 

WWW.AMITCANADA.CA
OR CALL (905) 751-0050

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Community Living excited about providing a “link” 
and a return to home

By Brock Weir

Chuck Currie couldn’t hide his 
excitement as he looked at the shovels 
outside the beige-sided building on 
Wednesday morning.

It might look a bit sterile, a bit 
industrial, but for Chuck – and, indeed, 
many others living in Aurora and 
Newmarket – it is very much “home.”

Chuck was one of  dozens of  clients, 
officials and dignitaries who gathered 
outside the shuttered home base of  
Community Living Central York 
to formally break ground on a new, 
renovated, and expanded facility in 
Newmarket that will serve the needs 
of  hundreds of  local adults living with 
intellectual challenges in Central York.

“I want to get this rebuilt,” said 

Chuck, who has been participating 
in Community Living day programs 
at temporary digs on Harry Walker 
Parkway in Newmarket. “The place 
we’re in right now is a big place, but I 
want to move back here. I like this place 
a lot. This is our home!”

The renovation and expansion is part 
of  a $5 million vision established by 
Community Living four years ago, based 
on the themes of  “inspiring possibilities” 
and building “a community where 
everyone belongs.”

“We knew in order to truly live those 
statements, we needed to find a way for 
more people to access our programs, 
so began this four year journey,” said 
Board member Karen Richards at last 
week’s ceremony. 

It has been a long journey to get to 
this point, and the campaign to raise 
the $5 million, which is now 70 per 
cent complete, continues under the 
leadership of  campaign co-chairs 
Catherine Callaghan and Aurora’s 2017 
Citizen of  the Year Peter Van Schaik. 

“Our journey has been rewarding on 
so many unexpected levels that we were 
delighted,” said Ms. Callaghan. “We 
reached out to the mayors of  all the 
communities we are providing services 
and each and every one of  them said, 
‘yes, they would help.’ We reached 
out to many other individuals in the 
community of  influence and each and 
every time they said they would help. It 
has been so rewarding.

“We have committed to finishing 
this campaign by the end of  the year, 
reaching our $5 million and I know 
we can do it. We have the support and 
love of  all of  the people touched in this 
community we offer our services.”

The bean counting is being left up 
to the campaign committee; the day to 
day operators, program facilitators and 
clients are focused on the services they 
currently provide, and how much more 
they can actually do once their doors – 

Members of the Community Living Central York team gathered for the groundbreaking on 
Wednesday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

shiny and new – are re-opened on Oak 
Street.

“This is amazing, and this is what 
life is about: it is about making dreams 
happen and opportunities for people 
that wouldn’t otherwise happen,” said 
Colleen Zakoor, Executive Director of  
Community Living Central York. “When 
people with intellectual disabilities 
graduate from high school, they don’t 
have the same access to education, their 
friends all leave, whereas other folks go 
to university or college and are friends 
for life. Then there is the part of  the 
home and where other people live. It is 
about a friend, a job and a home.

“This [program and our expansion] 
is giving people access. We’re going to 
expand services, address a waiting list 
and make life happen. It is so exciting, 
I can’t believe it. This is really about 
making dreams come true. This project 
is why I’m here. You go through the 
bumps, the peaks, the valleys, but you 
know what? It is a community where 
everyone is involved.”

Although Ms. Zakoor estimates 
there are over 2,000 people in the 
area currently on the wait list for the 
types of  programs Community Living 
provides in Central York, the upcoming 
expansion will allow a minimum of  a 
further 200 people, at the very least, to 

take part in their services and allow them 
to stay open evenings and weekends, 
expand education and career programs, 
as well as services that focus on life-long 
learning and social aspects.

“The word ‘hub’ is over-used, but this 
is a ‘link’ to our community,” she said.

This is very much a sentiment shared 
by Daniel Collins, a self-advocate, who 
has been working with Community 
Living Central York since 2013.

“A self  advocate is someone who 
speaks up for someone who has a 
hard time speaking for themselves,” he 
explained of  his role. “I have no problem 
standing up for people who have a hard 
time and I just don’t let them get pushed 
around. It is an important role because 
everyone should have a voice. It is not 
fair that these special needs clients can’t 
speak up for themselves and that is why 
it is important to have someone sort of  
advocate for them, speak up, and tell 
people what they need, and to back off  
and let them live their lives.

“This expansion is exciting because 
it is just going to be a whole new 
building when it is done; it is going to be 
bigger and more spacious for people in 
wheelchairs, people who need changing, 
we’re going to have handicap capable 
washrooms, and it is just going to be 
very beautiful.”
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Continued on page 18

Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World? 
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!

Totally Re-Built In ‘17, No Expense Spared! Private 1/2 Acre Lot. Open Concept Kitchen 
O/L’s Gorgeous Yard. All Bdrms Have Ens With Heated Flrs. Fin Bsmt W/ Rec Rm, Wet Bar, 
3 Pc Bath, Hobby/Offi ce W/ Built-Ins! Salt Wtr Pool W/Waterfall, Hot Tub, Pavilion W/ F/P 
& Outdoor Kitchen, Change Rm W/ 2Pc!                                                           $2,450,000

STUNNING – ST. ANDREW’S ON THE HILL

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

60’ Frontage On Desirable Cres, Centrally Located. Delightful Bungalow. Updated Eat-In Kit, 
Spacious Liv/Din Rm With Bay Window, 3 Bdrms, Hdwd Under Bdlm. Fin Bsmt Features Large 
Rec Rm, Wet Bar, Offi ce. Flexible Close. Lots Of Space To Add-On With Wide Lot. Close To 
Public Transit, Etc.                                                                                            $769,000                                                         

60’ LOT – CENTRAL AURORA

Fully Reno’d (Including Wiring & Plumbing!) Open Concept 1.5 Storey In Old Aurora, Close 
To Everything! Mstr Bdrm On Upper Lvl With 4 Pc Ens & Balcony O/Looks Deep 178’ Lot. Lrg 
Kitchen With Bkfst Bar Open To Great Rm. Fully Fin Bsmt Feat Open Rec Rm With Wet Bar, 
2 Bdrms & 4 Pc Bath. New Garage – ’17!                                                                   $849,000

TOTALLY RENOVATED - OLD AURORA

Prestigious Gated Community Of ‘Stonebridge’, Enclave Of Executive Towns Surrounded By 
Golf Course & Oak Ridges Moraine. Kitchen Reno’d - ‘12, Open To Fam Rm W/Cathedral 
Ceil, Skylights & F/P! Main Flr Master. Bright Finished Lower Level W/ Spacious Rec Rm 
W/ Fireplace & W/O To Patio.                                              $1,295,000

GATED COMMUNITY – SE AURORA

Open Concept - 1 Of A Kind! Custom Reno’d Main Fl. Open Concept Kitchen W/Island & 
Breakfast Bar Open Across Rear To Family Rm Offering Large Windows For Ample Natural 
Light! 2 W/O’s To Lrg Deck, Smooth Ceil., Pot Lights. Quiet Cresc. Close To Schools, Parks 
& Walking Trails.                             $1,039,000

RENO’D – HILLS OF ST. ANDREW’S

Main Fl. Reno ‘15 - Stunning Custom Kit O/L’s Private Lot, Open To Fam & Dining Rms. 
Waffle Ceil In Dining Rm. Custom Panelling In Living Rm. Master Has Beautiful Reno’d 
Ensuite & Walk Out To Upper Balcony. Fin Bsmt W/Theatre Area & Games Rm. Grg. Access 
To Lower Lvl & Laundry/Mud Rm – Must be Seen!                                             $1,225,000

HILLS OF ST ANDREW’S – AURORA

18 years of the best care for seniors 

www.laservices.ca  

Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS), 
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (offi ce) 

905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca

• Care at home and in other residential settings  

• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care 

• RN supervised

• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc. 

• Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry 

• Meal planning and preparation

• Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments

• Joyful companionship and much more

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would 
recommend it to anyone who needs care 
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.

How can I care for my aging loved one now – 
or, in the future?

It takes so much time! …and, so much worry! 
…and, so much to do!  HELP!

WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER 
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?

Yaqubian kicks off Liberal campaign in Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill

By Brock Weir

It will take more than an ice storm to 
keep Naheed Yaqubian from the business 
at hand. 

Ms. Yaquibian, who will carry the 
Liberal banner for the riding of  Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill in this spring’s 
Provincial election, formally launched her 
campaign on Sunday and she was joined 
by a host of  Cabinet ministers and party 
faithful who dug out just for the occasion.

“I am a kid from Richmond Hill, a 
local girl who grew up here who is deeply, 
deeply involved in the community,” said 
Ms. Yaqubian before formally cutting the 
ribbon to her King Road campaign office 
with Environment Minister Chris Ballard, 
Minister of  Economic Development & 
Growth Steven Del Duca and Minister 
of  Research, Innovation & Science Reza 
Moridi. “But our community grows and 
prospers not only when we have these 
amazing ministers in government, but 
when we have community bake sales, 
where people are setting up and taking 
down those bake sales, when we have an 
office opening like this one and we have 
[people] just coming here to paint the 
walls and make sure every little detail is 
taken care of. Our community grows 
when we all pitch in.”

Speaking with The Auroran before 
the dignitaries arrived, Ms. Yaqubian, a 
lawyer by profession, said seeking public 
office is the most “fulfilling” thing she has 
ever done. 

“I love law, I love my career, and the 
prospect of  public service is honestly the 
most genuinely fulfilling thing I have ever 
done,” she said. “Just to knock on doors 
and listen to people’s stories, and have the 
privilege of  them putting their confidence 
in you is incredible.”

Door knocking, she said, is her mantra 
and one of  the Liberal platform planks she 
said she has particularly enjoyed taking 
to local residents involve the party’s day  
care priorities. 

“Our new Child Care program will 
provide universal preschool to children 
between the ages of  2.5 and five and that 
will impact families because they will save 
approximately $17,000 per year per child, 
and even more in Toronto where daycare 
is more expensive,” she said. “In terms 
of  having an impact on families’ bottom 
lines but also on quality of  life, that is one 
of  my favourite things to talk about.

“Another great part of  our platform is 
our record investments in transit, more of  
which you will see in the coming weeks. 
We have two new GO stations in the 
riding, one at Gormley and Bloomington. 
Whenever I go to the doors I hear a lot 
about traffic congestion and going to 
work. We think right now is a pivotal time 
to be investing in transit to ensure our 
community has what they need to get up 
and get to work every day. The Liberals 
don’t think Mr. Ford’s comebacks are 
going to solve that problem; in fact, they 
are going to make it worse.”

Regarding the election of  Mr. Ford as 
leader of  the Progressive Conservative 
party, Ms. Yaqubian says she and her 
team were “surprised” by the turmoil 
within Progressive Conservative ranks 
but, on their side of  the floor, it provided 
some clarity. 

“We realised quickly it didn’t really 
matter who their leader was,” she said. 
“All that matters is who we’re fighting 
for because our priorities don’t change 
depending on who their leader is and 
I think that that provides a very clear 
contrast in this election. We are focused 
on the programs and services that we, as 
the current government provide, and that 
we can deliver for the people. I think of  
regardless of  who our opposition leader is 
and regardless of  what their platform is, 
we know that their priorities are not every 
day people. We know that by Mr. Ford’s 
words, Mr. Ford’s actions and his record 
as a one-term city councillor.

“ I think that resonates from what I 

Joining Ms Yaqubian, centre, at her campaign office’s grand opening were MPP Chris Ballard, 
Ontario Liberal Party president Brian Johns, MPPs Reza Moridi and Steven Del Duca, and rid-
ing association president Razak Damani. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM  
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

VOTE
PROSPERITY

Ontario businesses are the backbone of our economy. 
Attend the 2018 provincial election

focus on business candidate discussion
to learn how your candidate plans on addressing:

focus on business candidate discussion

• Strengthening business competitiveness
• Fostering job creation
• Building healthy communities 
• Improving government accountability  

May 16, 2018 Royal • royal venetian mansion • 400 industrial pkwy s.
for more information visit www.Aurorachamber.on.ca

Preregistration Required!

     905-727-3777                     222 Wellington Street East l info@rnces.caAurora
Employment ServicesRNC This Employment Ontario service is 

funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

RNCemploymentservices.ca

Funding provided by the Government of Canada through the Canada 
Job Grant Programs delivered by the Government of Ontario

Hiring & Training Incentives
Lunch & Learn for Employers
Join us on Thursday, May 3 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Learn about the various hiring and training incentives offered to employers 
through Employment Ontario services and programs.  RNC will walk you through 
the who, what, where and how to access hiring incentives to offset the cost of
training new and existing employees.  We are covering:
l Canada Ontario Job Grant (COJG)    
l Employment Ontario - Employer Incentives  
l Youth Job Link (YJL)               
l Employing Young Talent Incentives (EYTI)

                                                                                                                        
The views expressed in this publication are the 
views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Ministry

RSVP by April 25, 2018                       
905-727-3777 
info@rnces.ca 
                                                                                                    
A light lunch will 
be served! 

The showroom of Highland Automotive was transformed into a fashion runway for the 2018 
LiPS Fashion Show. LiPS – Ladies in Philanthropy for Southlake – showcased spring fashions for 
women and men – and featured the catwalk talents of Robin Taylor-Smith, Kathie Proudfoot, 
Collette Nemni, Michelle Kavanagh, Olivia Doublard, Mackenzie Grason, Melanie Bell, Lillie 
Davis-Newby, Johnny MacFadden, Mikail Khamissa, Saarah Khamissa, and Caroline Baile. 

Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan.

FASHION FOR A CAUSE

Spring is set to get sprung  
at this weekend’s 31st  
Aurora Home Show
By Brock Weir

Ice storms and blizzards in the 
middle of  April don’t necessarily scream 
“spring” but the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce will bring the spring indoors 
at the annual Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce Home Show this weekend.

Opening this Friday, April 20 at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 
visitors will be greeted by what’s 
hopefully to come as the weather warms 
up.

“I am hoping the next few days all of  
this white stuff  is going to melt, people 
will get back into the spring spirit very 
soon – I am just thankful the Home Show 
wasn’t this past weekend!” said Sandra 
Watson of  the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, as the community dug out 
of  a weekend of  ice on Monday. “As soon 
as you walk into the SARC though you’ll 
feel like you’re entering spring. You’ll 
walk into a beautiful display of  a garden 
feature by Pathways to Perennials, which 
does such a magnificent job welcoming 
everybody into the arena with colours 
galore and you’ll just feel like you’re in a 
garden oasis.”

Now in its 31st year, Annual Aurora 
Home Show is a firm favourite on the 
calendars of  fixer-uppers and DIY-ers 
in Aurora and beyond, but this Home 
Show is a little bit different.

Gone is the “Home Show” name of  
yore, and new this year is a rebranded 
exhibition properly called “The Home 
and Living Show.”

“It reflects the living aspect for 
homeowners, and that is the financial 
people, healthcare, healthcare workers, 
realtors – we have really tried to broaden 
the scope,” said Ms. Watson. “It is not 
just a Home Show, it is about Home and 

Living.”
That being said, firm favourites 

will be returning this year for all those 
looking for ideas on how to spruce up 
their home for the spring, summer and 
fall.

“We’ve got a whole array of  
everything the homeowner may need for 
renovating, designing, and decorating,” 
she said. “We have a variety of  exhibitors 
who will cover all those requirements, 
everything from windows and doors, to 
painting, to decorating, and furniture. 
You need a new air conditioner for 
the summer? There’re lots of  options. 
Painters, roofers, landscapers, tree care, 
we have anything the homeowner really 
needs.”

Also added to the roster for the first 
time this year are young innovators who 
might one day have their own unique 
products on the market.

Youth exhibitors from last year’s 
Youth Innovation Fair will be present, 
as will representatives STEM Minds, 
to highlight new ideas that might soon 
become the norm.

“We have a number of  students who 
will be here throughout the weekend 
showcasing their inventions, so we’re 
really proud to be including them – and 
they are really excited about it!” said Ms. 
Watson. 

This year’s Home & Living Show 
runs at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex from Friday, April 20 through 
Sunday, April 22. Friday night is Buy 
One Get One Free admission from 4 – 9 
p.m.

The Show is sponsored by the Town 
of  Aurora, The Auroran, Back Yard 
Pool & Spa, Highland Automotive, 
Metroland Media, and ReMax 
Hallmark Lind Group.
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Changes in communication promised following JOC audit
By Brock Weir 

Improved communication is one of  
the key “lessons learned” in a full audit of  
the multimillion dollar Joint Operations 
Centre project, according to municipal 
staff.

Aurora CAO Doug Nadorozny 
responded to a number of  concerns 
outlined by elected officials last week 
after a full audit of  the Joint Operations 
Centre, home to the Town’s departments 
of  Parks and Public Works, found the 
project was over $450,000 over budget 
so far, and would require a further $1.8 
million to complete.

As The Auroran reported last 
week, the audit criticises a number of  
shortcomings in how the project was 
handled, particularly the lack of  proper 
management.

A formal Project Manager was not 
brought onto the Joint Operations 
Centre (JOC) file until midway through 
the construction, the report notes, and 
numerous items necessary to complete 
the JOC were taken out of  the project to 
make it appear the building was staying 
within the set budget.

“It was identified through the auditor 
that the project was mismanaged, lacked 
the effective leadership to bring it to proper 
completion that would be under-budget, 
but I am confident moving forward that 
our CAO is going to be implementing 
those necessary changes and make sure 
that any project in the future is going to 
have the proper project management in 
place,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas at 
last Tuesday’s Council meeting. “I am 
also confident in the Town that we will 
have the effective leadership needed for 

future projects.”
Future safeguards were also the focus 

of  Councillor Michael Thompson, who 
pressed Mr. Nadorozny for lessons that 
can be brought out of  the JOC project 
that might be applicable to builds and 
other municipal projects down the line. 

“There are lessons at the general level 
beyond the simple requirement for good 
project management techniques,” said 
Mr. Nadorozny. “A lot of  the things that 
quickly fall out of  the process are also part 
of  good project management. I think we 
have to do a better job communicating 
the status of  these projects in a clearer 
way. One of  the things the auditor found 
is that most of  things in some way at some 
time were reported but the way they were 
reported and the frequency they were 
reported left gaps in the understanding 
Council and the community would have 
had as to where the project really was.

“Between communication and 
financial monitoring I think those are two 
key things that even without [a] rigorous 
project management system we would 
certainly want to make some big changes 
in just how we manage the project just 
from a financial and communications 
perspective. But, as I said, all of  those 
things are part of  a robust project 
management strategy which we are also 
developing.”

This “rigour,” however, is something 
that Councillor Thompson said needs to 
be applied no matter what project, big or 
small, happens to be on the table.

“I hope we would do the same thing to 
ensure taxpayer money is looked after,” 
he said.

Communication was also an issue from 
the perspective of  Councillor Harold 
Kim.

More fulsome minutes from meetings 
of  Aurora’s Financial Advisory 
Committee (FAC) and the Financial 
Monitoring Task Force, the latter of  
which was instituted to keep an eye on 
the JOC project, would have been key in 
helping Council follow the financial ball, 
he suggested.

“There are meeting minutes that are 
attached to it, but what comes to Council 
is also editorial notes in terms of  some of  
the comments we made at the FAC and 
we haven’t seen that when the monitoring 
task force was on it,” said Councillor 
Kim. “I think from a process perspective, 
we need to have some more detailed 
notes and meeting minutes. Any kind of  
committee that is tasked to do anything, 
we need to have someone to make good 
meeting minutes.”

This might prove more difficult than 
it seems on the purpose. According to 
Town Clerk Michael de Rond, both the 
Municipal Act and the Town’s Procedural 
Bylaw prohibit minutes with any note or 
comment. There might be some leeway 
with a less formal task force, but it could 
take some work.

Asked by Councillor Mrakas on 
what procedures can be put in place to 
ensure that items aren’t removed from 
future builds to artificially deflate costs, 
Mr. Nadorozny said the reality of  large 
projects is such that decisions are made 
throughout its course that could result in 
removing something from the big picture.

“I don’t want to say that we’ll design 
a system to ensure that never happens,” 
said Mr. Nadorozny. “Sometimes those 
are good decisions, made as a result of  
the contractors and other consultants 
involved, that come up with an alternative 
way to design that area or some shortcuts 

they can make to save some money, so 
they take something out. One of  the 
things the audit noted was that from 
the time the building was designed to 
the time it was being built, our methods 
and materials we used for winter control 
changed and we could have lowered the 
roof.

“You want to have a system that can 
compensate for those kinds of  things, even 
though the project is started and maybe 
a different outcome is anticipated. I think 
what’s different about this one and where 
I would like to have systems in place is to 
make sure the order of  the magnitude of  
those changes is not materially changing 
the functionality of  what was envisioned 
when the project started. That is the role 
of  the project management team, a well 
scoped project and a project manager to 
ensure at the end of  the day that services 
that were to be delivered as a result of  
that asset being build can in fact be built.”

Concluding the discussion, Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe said the comments made 
around the table were “well taken.”

“It is unfortunate that we did not 
have the project management group in 
place first in terms of  capital delivery,” 
he said. “I think that perhaps working 
in conjunction with the Region [we 
can] see how they do their capital 
delivery management. They are 
very good at it and do some pretty 
substantial projects [and we can see] 
what we can learn from them. We do 
a number of  capital delivery projects 
now that are handled regularly and 
done very well. It is a case of  scope, 
a case of  scale and a case of  us 
understanding those differences and 
looking at what needs to be done up 
front as opposed to after the fact.”
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

 

Presents 

 

“RUSSIAN CHAMPIONS”
 

Saturday, April 21 - 8PM 
at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.

Sunday,  April 22- 3:00 PM 
at Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts. 10268 Yonge St.

BORODIN - In the Steppes of Central Asia

SHOSTAKOVICH - Piano Concerto No.2 Vivian Chen, Piano

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV - Scheherazade

Tickets: Saturday: Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $15

               Sunday:   Adults $30, Seniors $25, Students $15

 

For Saturday concert call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860

For Sunday concert call: Richmond Hill at: (905) 787-8811  OR ONLINE: www.rhcentre.ca

Summer 
Theatre Camp

for Ages 6-13

For More Information 

marqueetp.com     905-713-1040 

73 Industrial Pkwy. N., Aurora Unit 2B

July 3-13 
July 30-Aug. 10

July 16-27 
Aug. 13-24

Charity # 876749300RR0001

Tales from the Aurora Pet Cemetery 
takes you on virtual tour of  
forgotten gem

By Brock Weir

It lies hidden away in forest and 
brush, a natural oasis in the middle of  
burgeoning development, but unless 
you went in for a closer look, you 
wouldn’t even know it was there. 

While the site is not yet open to the 
public, this forgotten piece of  Aurora’s 
history will soon give up many of  its 
secrets in Tales from the Aurora Pet 
Cemetery.

An initiative by local heritage 
activist David Heard, who has taken 
the successful protection and eventual 
public access to the forgotten Aurora 
Pet Cemetery on as a passion project, 
the May 4 event will take ticketholders 
on a virtual tour of  the site and share 

first-hand accounts of  both those who 
were there when history was being 
made on the site, as well as the stories 
of  those who have lent a hand in its 
recovery.

“We were there a couple of  years 
ago and we curated almost 400 stones 
in one afternoon,” says Mr. Heard of  
the west Aurora site, which is currently 
inaccessible to the average history buff. 
“Since that time, there has been quite a 
buzz within the community and I have 
gotten context from people within and 
outside Ontario, people who are now 
living in the United States, who have 
pets buried there. First, they are ecstatic 
it is going to be preserved and open to 
the public.

“Now, the big chatter is when is it 
going to be available to the public? 
There is still a lot more work to be done, 
and we’re a long way for that to come to 
fruition, so this is an opportunity to get 
that ready.”

The abandoned Aurora Pet Cemetery 
– also known as the Happy Woodland 
Cemetery – was founded in 1933 by 
Victor Blochin and Anne Wilson.

Over its years of  operation, through 
the 1970s, dozens of  families made 
Happy Woodland their destination to 
give their beloved pets a proper send-
off  and a permanent memorial.

Pets buried there did not just belong 
to families local to Aurora and King; 
burials include the beloved four-
leggers of  prominent Toronto families 
and at least one RCMP horse, who was 
brought in from western Canada for 
internment.

Since operations were wound down, 
the site became derelict, forgotten, 
until heritage activists took up the 
cause. Now, despite the development 
going on around it, the cemetery itself  
has been secured for preservation and 
public access will be included in the 
completed subdivision.

“There is excitement that this site 
has historic significance, cultural 
significance and artistic significance,” 
says Mr. Heard on why the cemetery 
is important. “The creativity involved 
in the stones is breathtaking. There 
is just so much you can take in. It is 
an emotional journey to go through 
there and I think that is why people 
are anticipating it. The cemetery is 
probably the first of  its kind in Canada, 
probably going back even further than 

we thought. As we go along, we’re going 
to find out more and more information 
about it that is going to make people 
want to go there.”

Indeed, since word has spread once 
again about the cemetery, more and 
more information has been trickling 
in. 

Mr. Heard, for instance, has since 
interviewed a man who spent many 
years working at the Kennel Inn 
animal shelter, working alongside 
Blochin in the process. He recorded 
his recollections, including Blochin’s 
precise attention to detail, as well as 
examples of  funeral services, including 
one woman who brought her dog in a 
Lucite coffin complete with pallbearers 
and a full-on funeral service.

“This is just the tip of  the iceberg,” 
says Mr. Heard. “At Tales from the 
Aurora Pet Cemetery, we will be 
debuting our documentary which shows 
how the entire day (of  inventorying 
memorial stones) played out, including 
people uncovering stones firsthand. 
One of  them that blew me away was 
a couple digging through the soil, 
seeing something shiny, removing the 
soil away gingerly with their hands 
to be as gentle as possible, and there 
was a brass cat underneath. It was 
uncovering history right there.

“I think Aurora’s history was in 
a void. It was very low key. I started 
finding out more of  these stories that 
hadn’t been talked about yet, incredible 
impacts Aurora made on the globe, or 
unique finds. This is one of  those ones 
where we can say we have a national 
historic site here in town, but imagine 
having another? This [pet cemetery] is 
heading in that direction. 

“It is a long trek through forested 
areas, so this event is going to give an 
opportunity for people with disabilities, 
people who are seniors, people who 
just don’t have the ability to go there 
and people who don’t have the ability 
to go there yet to see it firsthand and 
hopefully what they will come away 
with is the excitement.”

Tickets for Tales from the Aurora Pet 
Cemetery, which will take place Friday, 
May 4, at the Aurora Community 
Centre, are on sale now for $15. They 
are available for sale in person at Aurora 
Antiques (15231 Yonge Street), or online at  
auroraantiques.ca. 

Heritage activist David Heard is pictured in the Aurora Pet Cemetery. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

905.773.7706
13184 Yonge St., Richmond Hill

www.aurorapartyrentals.ca

arty Rentals P
Aurora

Bars & Casino 
Catering Supplies 
Chafi ng Dishes 
Chairs 
Chair Covers 
Cutlery 

Dinnerware 
Glassware 

Linen 
Silver Products 

Tables 
Tents 

Wedding Supplies
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Is it time to consider RETIREMENT LIVING?
Learn how a Chartwell retirement residence can make your life BETTER.

Open House 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 • 1 - 4 PM

CHARTWELL.COM

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

200 John West Way, Aurora • 289-648-4099

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE
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Masters students Mara Isozaki and Maeghan 
Jerry are putting the finishing touches on 
the new exhibition Temple of Fame: Staging 
Women’s Roles, which opens Wednesday at 
the Aurora Museum & Archives. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Women’s changing roles explored ahead of milestone anniversary
By Brock Weir

They might not have been marching 
down Yonge Street demanding the vote 
like their sisters in big cities like Toronto 
and Washington D.C., but 100 years ago 
Aurora women were working quietly 
behind the scenes to be the change they 
wanted to be in the world. 

These woman and their contributions 
are the focus of  a new exhibition at the 
Aurora Museum & Archives to coincide 
with a multi-fold 100th anniversary 
celebration. 

Temple of  Fame: Staging Women’s 
Roles opens at the Museum this 
Wednesday, April 25, exploring how 
the upcoming re-staging of  the play, the 
Temple of  Fame, illuminates the changing 
roles of  women that came about during – 
and in the aftermath of  – the First World 
War. 

The Temple of  Fame was an all-female 
production led by leading women in the 
Aurora community in 1918 celebrating 
important women throughout history. A 
refreshed and updated version of  the play 
will be remounted to mark its centenary 
next month, just in time for Mother’s Day.

This new exhibition shines a light not 
only on the women who brought such 
iconic figures as Queen Victoria and 
Joan of  Arc to life, but the international 
influences swirling around them.

“The Museum received [an archive] 
that contained a whole bunch of  material 
on the Temple of  Fame and when they 
received it in 2015, they knew they wanted 
to do a 100th anniversary celebration,” 
says Maeghan Jerry, one of  three women 
curating the exhibition as their capstone 
project for the Masters of  Museum Studies 
program. “We were offered the opportunity 
to make an exhibit that provides the whole 
historical context of  this play.”

Adds fellow curator Kara Isozaki: 
“1918 is suffrage, temperance, and the 
war, and those are interesting things to pull 
from. The archive has objects that relate 
to that, so this is not just talking about the 

performance, but what else was happening 
at the time and what would have influenced 
the women in the production.”

But, first, they needed to learn as much 
as they could about the local women 
involved in the production 100 year ago.

They were given a number of  pictures, 
along with a complete cast list, and they 
wanted to match the names to the faces.

This might sound simple enough, but 
at the time, the women were largely listed 
as “Miss” followed by an initial, or Mrs., 
followed by their husband’s name.

They matched up most of  the women, 
found the human stories they could, 
analysed their own wartime experiences 
and linked them back to a wider 
international context. 

“Starting out researching the women, 
I hoped we would find more about 
them, how they met, and hoped the 
correspondence in the Temple of  Fame file 
there would be a lists of  who they were and 
where they were drawn from,” explains 
Kara. “People were in the Dramatic Club, 
the Choral Society, but not everyone.  Was 
hoping for a ‘neat’ thing. The reality is you 
have to dig for things and find people in 

different places and we found some really 
cool stories.”

Adds Maeghan: The problem when 
you’re dealing with archival information 
is absence of  evidence is not evidence 
of  absence. Just because you can’t find 
something doesn’t mean it didn’t happen. 
It means we had to dive a bit deeper into 
other aspects that might have led to other 
results.”

The Temple of  Fame archive, their 
starting point, gave up other secrets. If  
they couldn’t flesh out the back stories 
of  some of  the women, so complete was 
the file with receipts and costume orders, 
they were able to determine the exact 
measurements of  each women, how much 
was spent, and much of  the administrative 
minutia, but the stories they were able to 
find form the core of  the exhibit.

“We live in a time where women are 
really pushing back, but this gives the 

impression that women have always been 
pushing back and contributing to their 
communities,” says Maeghan. “The play 
seems like a fun event, but it is actually 
part of  a change that was ongoing and 
it was a big deal. A few weeks after this 
production, women got the right to vote 
nationally.

“We have so many examples of  
women here doing things that matter 
to people fighting a World War, sending  
numbers of  care packages, knitting 
x-amount of  socks, raising this amount of  
money – amazing things Aurora did on 
an international scale. I am very proud of  
what these women accomplished and I 
think Aurorans should be too.”

Wednesday’s opening will be held at the 
Museum, located at 22 Church Street, from 5.30 
– 8.30 p.m. For more information, visit www.
auroramuseum.ca/temple. 
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a series of  changes designed to combat 
complaints over right of  entry. 

Changes were first proposed this past 
February, but were since honed further 
following Council input. 

Further modifications are expected 
later this spring when the bylaw 
department will propose an official 
registry of  vacant buildings and a new 
set of  rules on how these properties 
should be kept. 

In the future, entry onto private 
property – rear or side yard, as defined 
in the bylaw – may be denied by the 
property owner or occupant. As such, 
Bylaw Officers will need to consult with 
the Director and together a decision will 
be made on whether or not to seek a 
search warrant, depending on the nature 
of  the complaint. 

Bylaw will no longer be entering onto 
vacant private property without consent 
to cut grass in response to neighbour 
complaints, either.

At the Committee level, Councillor 
Paul Pirri voted in favour of  the 
recommendations, stating that his final 
opinion might change in the intervening 
week.

He said, at the time, that the stats just 
weren’t there to show that this was a 
problem Council needed to address and, 
by the time last week’s Council meeting 
came about, he gave the measures a firm 
no.

“I was fine with it being a 
recommendation to Council, but I 
wasn’t sure how I was going to vote,” he 
reiterated. “I just wanted to justify that 
I won’t be voting for it and the reason 
for that, as I stated last week, I think we 
need to collect more data to know if  
there is a problem or not. I recognize 
this will be collecting data, but to make 
a decision before the data is collected, I 
am not 100 per cent comfortable with 
that position. I am happy to vote against 
this now and see how the pilot works its 
way [through].”

While he said he understood 
Councillor Pirri’s position, Councillor 
Tom Mrakas said support should come 
down to a “simple” question and answer: 
“Do you believe that bylaw has a right to 

enter onto your private property without 
your consent – yes or no?”

“I think that’s what it comes down 
to,” said Councillor Mrakas. “Should 
they get a warrant? Regardless of  how 
much data you get, analyse and look at, 
that’s the same question that is going 
to be asked and you’re going to have to 
answer. My answer is, no, you should get 
a warrant if  you don’t have that consent, 
and that’s what is in front of  us. I am in 
favour of  it.”

A similar viewpoint was offered by 
Councillor Harold Kim, who made 
an effort to look at both sides of  the 
equation.

“I am not sure it is that simple [as] if  
you’re comfortable allowing bylaw onto 
your property or not,” said Councillor 
Kim. “It’s like saying, do you believe in 
giving up some of  your freedoms for the 
overall safety of  the public? I’m willing 
to do that. It’s hard to go for one side 
or the other, I am sure we can go back 
and forth…and I am in favour of  the 
motion.

“This is a one year pilot and I think 
that is the key thing here. During those 
12 months, staff  will outline some key 
facts that they’re going to be collecting, 
and collecting the information is going 
to be hugely important in collecting 
the facts and [whether] we’re going to 
continue on with this indefinitely or not. 

“I am sure Aurora being the leader it 
is, we’re going to be looked at by other 
municipalities to see whether this will 
work or not. I am curious as well. That is 
the reason why I am all for this. I know it 
might be painful for staff, but it is going 
to be a 12 month experiment or project 
that is going to be well worthwhile.”

There are, within the new rules, 
provisions that bylaw might enter onto 
a property if  there is an emergency 
situation, or if  they perceive there might 
be a hazard or a safety issue.

This was a point both Mayor Geoff  
Dawe and Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
were keen to stress.

“I do believe it comes down to a 
question of  property rights, with the 
caveat that if  something is happening 
and you need to take action, that you 
have that capability,” said Mayor Dawe.

Property rights changes approved 
almost unanimously

Freeze lifted on new zoning bylaw applications
By Brock Weir

A two-year freeze implemented by 
Council last year to prevent zoning 
bylaw amendments being accepted 
at Town Hall was thawed out early 
last week as Ontario fleshes out 
provisions for a Municipal Board-
free province.

Lifting the two year freeze on 
residential planning act applications, 
which was instituted last June, came 
through a motion introduced jointly 
by Councillors Sandra Humfryes 
and Harold Kim.

It also followed on the heels of  
a decision made at the previous 
week’s General Committee meeting 
to accept an infill application on 
Kennedy Street West the very day 
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
was formally scrapped.

“Lots of  things have changed over 
the last couple of  weeks, some positive 
in terms of  the accountability and 
responsibility of  the municipalities 
for all development applications,” 
said Councillor Humfryes, speaking 
in support of  her motion. “I hope our 
peers would allow the [applications] 
that were, so to speak, in the file 
to move forward and allow them 
to progress without having the two 
year freeze that was worth looking 
at. I hope we have that support 

around the table. There are some 
developments I believe really need 
to move forward.”

The push for reforming the OMB 
was led by Aurora Councillors Tom 
Mrakas and Michael Thompson, who 
spearheaded an inter-municipality 
working group that carried the 
charge.

With the OMB now in the history 
books, both Councillors supported 
the motion. 

“When we put forward the two 
year freeze, and I was the one who 
pushed really hard to make sure 
we implemented and used the tool 
that the Province provided us,” said 
Councillor Mrakas. “But, I also said 
at the time that if  Bill 139 ultimately 
does pass and does get implemented, 
which it has, that I would have no 
problem removing that two year 
freeze to allow the applications to 
come forward into public planning 
and follow our regular procedure 
and process.

“Considering Bill 139 has passed, 
it has enabled us, as a municipality, to 
have the authority to make the final 
call and final decision on planning 
applications when they come to us. 
Previously, they could overturn our 
decision. If  you read the legislation, 
the local planning tribunal will not 
be overturning decisions; they will 
be looking at it from a legal point of  

view of  a yes or a no.”
Added Councillor Thompson: 

“Municipalities have been advocating 
for a long time for more say in how 
their communities are built. Bill 139 
has given us that ability and now with 
the establishment of  a local appeal 
tribunal and the regulations… I am 
quite comfortable with removing the 
two year freeze.”

Going forward, Councillor 
Mrakas said that if  Council decides 
to say no to a particular application 
and the applicant decides to appeal 
Council’s decision to a Local Appeals 
Tribunal, the case will be looked at in 
the context of  whether the Council 
in question followed their respective 
municipality’s Official Plan and 

other local planning measures.
“If  we did, and it meets that, 

that’s the end of  it. If  we didn’t, they 
will send it back to us for a second 
reading and a second look at it to 
say you need to reconsider this,” 
said Councillor Mrakas. “They will 
not, at the end of  the day, have the 
authority to overturn our decision, so 
I am very comfortable in removing 
the two year freeze to allow this. 
We have worked so hard as elected 
officials, right across this Province, 
to get this. Now that we have it, we 
need to own up to it, stand up and 
take the responsibility to make a 
decision on behalf  of  our residents.”

The motion to remove the freeze 
was approved unanimously.
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The bottom line is when 

it may result in a hazard 

or other adverse effect to 

vegetation or the natural 

environment, that is what 

we need to take care of here

Crackdown on discharging pool water might  
be revisited

By Brock Weir

Tougher bylaws on how 
homeowners can discharge the 
treated water from their swimming 
pools and hot tubs could soon be 
back on Council’s agenda. 

Last week, Council members 
signed off  on a motion brought 
about by Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
tasking staff  to come back with 
a series of  recommendations on 
how existing sewer bylaws within 
Aurora could be changed to address 
environmental concerns stemming 
from the discharge of  chemically 
treated water.

It is an issue which should be 
treated with importance, she said, 
given Aurora’s position on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, as well as at the 
headwaters of  the Holland River 
Watershed. 

“The bottom line is when it may 
result in a hazard or other adverse 
effect to vegetation or the natural 
environment, that is what we need to 
take care of  here,” she said. “I look 
forward to seeing what staff  come 
back with. I am not just pulling this 
out of  a hat; it is because we’re at the 
headwaters, we’re also on the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, and water that goes 
into our systems can adversely affect 
the natural environment and we need 
to take care of  that.”

Her motion was approved 7 – 1 
(Councillor John Abel was not at the 
meeting).

Speaking in favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Tom Mrakas said it 
was an important issue to look into 
addressing.

“I know that other municipalities 
like Mississauga have set some 
regulatory measures in place in 
regards to pool discharge,” he said. 
“I look forward to seeing what staff  
come up with and present to us in a 
bylaw and I am looking forward to…

moving forward. “
This is not the first time Aurora 

has tried to tighten up measures 
surrounding the discharge of  pool 
and hot tub water. 

The issue was first highlighted in 
the last term of  by environmentalist 
Peter Piersoll and his concerns were 
subsequently addressed, at least in 
part, by the Town’s Environmental 
Advisory Committee (EAC).

The EAC recommended an 
education campaign throughout the 
Town, focusing on showing the public 
where – and how – to discharge pool 
water, including the neutralization 
of  pool chemicals, but some of  the 
advice was a bit impractical.

“Some of  the information we 
released back in 2016 did make 
reference to one option [being] 
to discharge pool water into the 
sanitary sewer system,” said Marco 
Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  
Planning. “We did realise there is a 
complication there with respect to 
how homeowners can actually do 
that, running a line into their home. 
I think it is probably time to revisit…
the best approach to discharge pool 
water. We will do some additional 
investigation and I think the next step 
would be to report back to Council 
with suggested amendments to our 
current municipal sewer bylaw.

“Our current bylaw does not 
speak specifically to where or how 
to discharge pool or hot tub water. 
It speaks in general terms with 

respect to discharging inappropriate 
substances directly into the sanitary 
or storm sewer, so our bylaw doesn’t 
speak to discharge of  pool water.”

The lone holdout voting against 
the motion was Councillor Paul Pirri, 
who said he just didn’t see the merit. 

“My parents have a pool, the condo 

I live in has a pool. From a practical 
standpoint for residents in Aurora 
who are lucky enough to have pools 
like I was growing up, there are some 
big problems with regulating that,” 
he said, noting that pipes would need 
to go directly into the sewer line for 
proper discharge into the sanitary 

sewer system. “I think the public 
awareness campaign is a great issue, 
I think finding a way to neutralize 
the chemicals is a great thing we 
can do from a communications 
standpoint, but I hesitate to over-
regulate this and I don’t think it is a 
massive problem.”
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Visit saveonenergy.ca for details. Valid from April 6 to May 6, 2018. 
Up to 10 items per product category. Taxes payable on full purchase price before 
discount. OMOfficial Mark of the Independent Electricity System Operator.

$6.00 before rebate
$4.00 Save on Energy  
Instant Rebate

Sylvania A19 9W LED Light Bulb 4pk 
Dimmable 60-watt equivalent

21060040

REBATE LIMIT 2

200
EA

BEFORE REBATE 6.00 EA

*Applicable electronics disposal surcharges are extra and vary by province. See store for details.

RCA projector
150" projection, 1080P, 
2000 Lumens,
while quantities last
21099584

Sharp 50" 4K 
UHD Smart TV
AquoMotion 120, 
HDR compatible
21065043

Westinghouse 32" 
Full HD Smart TV
1080p, HDMI x3, while 
quantities last.
21029655

Sony 49" 4K UHD 
HDR LED Smart TV
21048759

Crosley Cruiser 
deluxe portable 

turntable
available in black 

and turquoise, 
while quantities last
21096725/21096721

Canon Pixma 
MX492 Wireless 

All-In-One Printer 
Print, copy, scan and fax, 
AirPrint and Google print 

ready 20873902

Canon Pixma 
TS5020 Wireless 
All-In-One Printer
2-sided printing, 3" Colour 
LCD, five individual ink tanks 
allow you to replace only the 
colour ink that runs out.
21020582

PC® AAA8 & AA12 
batteries 
20962530/20957455

select Vtech toys
selection may vary by store
20955449/20875246/ 
20955438

Lego Classic 
medium brick box
20873381

select pool toys
selection may vary by store 

21046369/21046371 

select Nerf Super 
Soaker blasters
selection may vary by 
store
21045481/21045480

500

500

2,500

2,500

10,000

10,000

20,000

32"50" 49"

RCSS GM TAB 02

ONTARIO

RCSS
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15
YEARS

15
YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the 
price you pay for brewing great beer!

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Hockley 15 Year Annivesary Ad_GreyHair_Broadsheet.indd   1 2/21/18   11:34 AM

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Sweet Georgia Brown.
I have said it before, 

but what in tarnation is 
happening to our neighbours 
to the south? A tell-all book 
by a former FBI director 
that speaks to the size of  a 
President’s hands (with rude 
innuendo intended), his fake 
tan, his odd hair…I mean, 
really?  Requisite rounds of  various 
TV “news” shows where the author sits 
there with a pained expression on his 
face while he “regretfully” relays all the 
sordid tidbits.

This, of  course, gets under the wafer-
thin skin of  said sitting President. Thus, 
a Twitter war has been waging for the 
past few days where the duelling insults 
are so juvenile they’d make a five year 
old roll his eyes. I think the whole thing 
is sad and pathetic. 

And here in Ontario? Less dramatic 
for sure, but we’re not much better. 
With the provincial election in the 
offing, the “official” attack ads started 
in full force this week and, from what 
I have seen, it’s all pretty personal. 
Allegations of  this, that and the other. 
Yes, some policy critiques thrown in for 
good measure. But the bulk of  it is just 
character assassination. It’s ugly.

And I wish it would stop. Just stop, 
already. Please. The personal attacks 
on public office holders has just got 
to stop. Yes. Even the attacks against 
Trump. Enough already. Your political 
opponent does not secretly have cloven 
hooves for feet, so stop portraying him 
as the devil! It is bringing the level 
of  discourse down so low that I am 
concerned it will never recover.

Look at the sorry state we’re in 
today. Nasty tweets, doctored tapes, 
photoshopped photos, and withering 
social media posts blathering on and on, 
repeating unfounded, unsubstantiated 
allegations to an ever-widening group. 
Third-hand stories are passed around 
as if  they’re fact, when they’re nothing 
of  the sort. At the end no one knows 
what’s true or false, and the vitriol and 
venom is so awful that good people 
shrink back from engaging anymore.

Who will step forward 
to lead their communities, 
when it means that they 
will as a consequence 
subject themselves and 
their families to absolutely 
vicious attacks against 
which they have little 
defence? Who in their 
right mind would subject 

themselves to that?
Before I get the virtual eyeroll 

here, I am not advocating a kumbaya 
approach. This is still politics. And 
attacks – legitimate attacks-  are part 
of  the game. Attack their policies? 
Sure. Attack their hypocrisies? Sure. 
But their personal appearance? Peddle 
salacious nonsense that’s nothing more 
than gossip at best? Drive by smears 
based on gross distortions of  comments 
dredged up from decades old social 
media posts?  No! For the love of  God, 
no!  It has nothing to do with the job 
at hand, so stop muddying the waters 
with slimy pig slop.  You are debasing 
yourself  and everyone who reads the 
drek.

This is one of  my last columns, so I am 
going to repeat myself  (because I have 
said much of  this before), to all those 
engaged in covering the democratic 
process - please engage responsibly.

The members of  the fourth estate 
in particular, the real journalists out 
there, you have a job to do.  And that 
job is to report accurately on the news. 
Actual news. Not compete with Access 
Hollywood for the latest gossip on who 
is sleeping with whom, allegedly. Unless 
the hotel room is paid for with my tax 
dollars, I don’t care. It’s not news.  

I want to know about findings, not 
allegations. I want to know about policy, 
not promises. I want to know where 
people stand, not with whom they’ve 
laid down.

I don’t know when real journalists 
morphed into second class paparazzi 
but it’s not too late to turn the ship 
around and get back on course. Get 
back to work please. The state of  
democracy depends on it.

So endeth the rant.
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*LIMITED TIME LEASE AND FINANCE OFFERS AVAILABLE FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES ON APPROVED CREDIT. 

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

ONTARIO
TOYOTA DEALERS

ALL-IN LEASE

INCLUDES

PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM WITH 
PEDESTRIAN DETECTION 
LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH 
STEERING ASSIST
BACKUP CAMERA

50$ $† 0%
APR

Weekly for 39 months with $1,250 Customer Incentive♦ applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE

2018 COROLLA CE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

ALL-IN LEASE

INCLUDES

6.1" TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY AUDIO SYSTEM 
WITH BLUETOOTH®, STEERING WHEEL CONTROLS 
AND SIRI EYES FREE

KEYLESS ENTRY BACKUP CAMERA

132$ $† 3.49%
APR

Weekly for 39 months. Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE

2018 HIGHLANDER FWD LE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

ALL-IN LEASEINCLUDES

ENTUNE 3.0 AUDIO WITH 7" DISPLAY 
SCREEN AND BLUETOOTH® CAPABILITY
DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL 

HEATED FRONT SEATS 
88$ $† 1.49%

APR
Weekly for 39 months with $1,000 Lease Assist▲applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE2018 CAMRY SE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

INCLUDES

6.1" TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY AUDIO 
WITH BLUETOOTH® CAPABILITY

BACKUP CAMERA

PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM WITH 
PEDESTRIAN DETECTION

2018 RAV4 FWD LE
ALL-IN LEASE

82$ $† 0.49%
APR

Weekly for 39 months with $1,500 Customer Incentive♦ applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE

0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

XSE V6 model shown. 

2018 CAMRY

XLE AWD model shown. 

2018 HIGHLANDER

SE model shown. 

2018 COROLLA

O%LEASE 
FROM

$ODOWN 
PAYMENT

$OSECURITY
DEPOSIT

AWD Limited model shown. 

2018 RAV4

Your local Dealer may charge additional fees of up to $989. Charges may vary by Dealer.Ω 

Limited time offers available from Toyota Financial Services on approved credit. †0.00%/1.49%/0.49%/3.49% lease APR for 39/39/39/39 months on a new 2018 Corolla CE (Model BURCEMA)/2018 Camry SE (Model B11HSTA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model 
ZFREVTB)/2018 Highlander FWD LE (Model ZZRFHTA) with an all-in price of $18,474/$29,974/$29,704/$38,404 equals a weekly payment of $50/$88/$82/$132 for 169/169/169/169 payments with a $0/$0/$0/$0 down payment or trade equivalent when you 
apply the $1,250/$1,000/$1,500/$0 Customer Incentive and/or Lease Assist. Total lease obligation is $8,494/$14,868/$13,836/$22,343. All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, 
registration and insurance are extra. Dealer may lease for less. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM/60,000KM/60,000KM/60,000KM. Additional KM charge of $0.07/$0.10/$0.10/$0.15 for excess kilometres, if applicable. ♦$1,250/$1,500 Customer Incentive 
is valid on retail delivery of a new 2018 Corolla CE (Model BURCEMA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB). Offer is valid to retail customers (excluding fleet sales) when leased, financed or purchased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Customer 
Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Customer Incentives must be purchased, registered and delivered from April 3 to  
April 30, 2018. ▲$1,000 Lease Assist on a new 2018 Camry SE (B11HSTA) is valid on Toyota retail delivery (excluding fleet sales) when leased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Lease Assist includes tax and will be applied after taxes have been 
charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Lease Assist must be leased, registered and delivered from April 3 to April 30, 2018. ΩDealer Fees may be added and may be comprised of administration/documentation fees, 
VIN Etching, anti-theft products, cold weather packages or other fees. Fees may vary by Dealer. For more information on vehicle features, please see toyota.ca, your local Toyota Dealer or Owner’s Manual for details. Offers are valid from April 3 to  
April 30, 2018, and are subject to change without notice. All rights are reserved. Dealer may lease or sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be required, but may not be available in all circumstances. Please see your participating Ontario Toyota Dealer for full details. 
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INCLUDES

PRE-COLLISION SYSTEM WITH 
PEDESTRIAN DETECTION 
LANE DEPARTURE ALERT WITH 
STEERING ASSIST
BACKUP CAMERA

50$ $† 0%
APR

Weekly for 39 months with $1,250 Customer Incentive♦ applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE
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0DOWN
PAYMENT

AT

ALL-IN LEASE

INCLUDES

6.1" TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY AUDIO SYSTEM 
WITH BLUETOOTH®, STEERING WHEEL CONTROLS 
AND SIRI EYES FREE

KEYLESS ENTRY BACKUP CAMERA

132$ $† 3.49%
APR

Weekly for 39 months. Includes freight and fees. HST extra.

ALL THAT AND MORE

2018 HIGHLANDER FWD LE
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ALL-IN LEASEINCLUDES

ENTUNE 3.0 AUDIO WITH 7" DISPLAY 
SCREEN AND BLUETOOTH® CAPABILITY
DYNAMIC RADAR CRUISE CONTROL 

HEATED FRONT SEATS 
88$ $† 1.49%

APR
Weekly for 39 months with $1,000 Lease Assist▲applied. 
Includes freight and fees. HST extra.
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Your local Dealer may charge additional fees of up to $989. Charges may vary by Dealer.Ω 

Limited time offers available from Toyota Financial Services on approved credit. †0.00%/1.49%/0.49%/3.49% lease APR for 39/39/39/39 months on a new 2018 Corolla CE (Model BURCEMA)/2018 Camry SE (Model B11HSTA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model 
ZFREVTB)/2018 Highlander FWD LE (Model ZZRFHTA) with an all-in price of $18,474/$29,974/$29,704/$38,404 equals a weekly payment of $50/$88/$82/$132 for 169/169/169/169 payments with a $0/$0/$0/$0 down payment or trade equivalent when you 
apply the $1,250/$1,000/$1,500/$0 Customer Incentive and/or Lease Assist. Total lease obligation is $8,494/$14,868/$13,836/$22,343. All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, 
registration and insurance are extra. Dealer may lease for less. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM/60,000KM/60,000KM/60,000KM. Additional KM charge of $0.07/$0.10/$0.10/$0.15 for excess kilometres, if applicable. ♦$1,250/$1,500 Customer Incentive 
is valid on retail delivery of a new 2018 Corolla CE (Model BURCEMA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB). Offer is valid to retail customers (excluding fleet sales) when leased, financed or purchased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Customer 
Incentive will take place at time of delivery, include tax and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Customer Incentives must be purchased, registered and delivered from April 3 to  
April 30, 2018. ▲$1,000 Lease Assist on a new 2018 Camry SE (B11HSTA) is valid on Toyota retail delivery (excluding fleet sales) when leased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Lease Assist includes tax and will be applied after taxes have been 
charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Lease Assist must be leased, registered and delivered from April 3 to April 30, 2018. ΩDealer Fees may be added and may be comprised of administration/documentation fees, 
VIN Etching, anti-theft products, cold weather packages or other fees. Fees may vary by Dealer. For more information on vehicle features, please see toyota.ca, your local Toyota Dealer or Owner’s Manual for details. Offers are valid from April 3 to  
April 30, 2018, and are subject to change without notice. All rights are reserved. Dealer may lease or sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be required, but may not be available in all circumstances. Please see your participating Ontario Toyota Dealer for full details. 
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is valid on retail delivery of a new 2018 Corolla CE (Model BURCEMA)/2018 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTB). Offer is valid to retail customers (excluding fleet sales) when leased, financed or purchased from an Ontario Toyota dealership. Customer 
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CANADA’S BIRTHDAY TO
W

N
Aurora’s Andrew Nembhard, pictured with Florida’s Montverde Academy, put up five points 
and four assists in the prestigious Nike Hoops Summit game for Team World on Saturday. 

Photo courtesy of Florida Gators Athletics 

Aurora’s Nembhard shows off at Nike Hoop Summit
By Jake Courtepatte

Just a few short months before his 
projected first-round drafting into the 
NBA, Aurora’s Andrew Nembhard is 
proving scouts right in one of  the top 
recruiting games in basketball.

The 6’4” point guard threw down 
five points, adding four assists, in 
Saturday’s Nike Hoops Summit game 
for Team World against Team USA, 
proving to be one of  two Canadians to 
undoubtedly hear their name called in 
the first thirty picks of  this summer’s 
draft.

“Andrew sees everything. I don’t 
know how. He has eyes in the back 
of  his head,” said fellow Canadian 
teammate R.J. Barrett in a media 
scrum following the game. “If  you 
need him to score, he’ll score, if  you 
need him to defend, he can really do 
anything on the court.”

Moving to the prestigious Montverde 
Academy in Florida two years ago 
after starting his high school education 
at Vaughan Secondary School, 
Nembhard led Montverde to a 35 – 0 
record this season.

After receiving offers from Ohio 
State, University of  South Carolina, 
and Gonzaga, he officially committed 
to playing for the Florida Gators next 
season in October.

Widely considered as one of  the 
top point guards in the 2018 class, 
Nembhard is hoping to take his size 
and athleticism to the pro ranks as 
early as possible.

“My favourite thing to do is probably 
pass,” said Nembhard. “A nice assist 
for a dunk. I’d rather have a no-look 
bounce pass than a dunk…unless it’s a 
dunk on somebody.”

With scouts from across the NBA 
and the world on hand, Nembhard 
threw a no-look pass to Barrett in the 
second quarter, setting Team World up 
for an easy two points.

When comparing his game with his 
NBA counterparts, Nembhard likes to 
draw comparisons with some of  the 
better defending guards in the league.

“I don’t think I play like one specific 
player, but I try to take a lot from a 
lot of  guy’s games,” said Nembhard. 
“…If  I had to compare myself  to any 
player, it would be Tyler Ennis. He’s 
really smooth with the ball, he can 
score, pass it.”

Ennis is a fellow Canadian with the 
Los Angeles Lakers.

While going pro remains the top 
priority on Nembhard’s list, there are 
closer goals in reach before the big day.

“My goals are to go to Florida and 
try to contribute as much as I can 
from the jump and try to help us win a 
national championship.”

Tigers’ Thomson commits 
to Laurier Golden Hawks

By Jake Courtepatte 

James Thomson is trading in his 
claws for talons.

One of  the longest-tenured 
patrollers of  the Aurora blue line, the 
Tigers defenseman announced his 
commitment on Sunday to the Wilfrid 
Laurier University Golden Hawks of  
Canadian USports.

“Very excited to announce my 
commitment to play CIS hockey at 
WLU”, said Thomson in a tweet. 
Thank you to my family, friends, 
and everyone else involved for your 
constant support. Can’t wait to get the 
next chapter started!”

A minor career with the York-
Simcoe Express translated to a young 
junior season for the 6’4” blueliner, 
who joined the Kanata Lasers for 
the 2014-15 Central Canada Hockey 
League season.

He became a staple of  the Tigers 

defense core when his father, ex-
NHLer Jim Thomson, bought the 
Aurora Tigers Junior A organization 
the following season.

Putting up 27 points in 46 games in 
his last junior season, he also reached 
the OJHL finals in 2016-17 as a short-
time member of  the Trenton Golden 
Hawks.
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Not for Profit Sports Camp & 
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS
Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Extreme-BMX-WHAM

Summer Hockey Programs

Your Best 
Summer 

Starts 
Here!

LEONA ALLESLEV 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill  

905.773.8358 

12820 Yonge Street, suite 202 
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 4H1 

Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca 

www.LeonaAlleslevMP.ca 

Cannabis Regulations  
Town Hall  

 

SAT, APRIL 28th, 2018 
1:00pm — 3:00pm 

Richmond Green Secondary School 
1 William F. Bell Pkwy, Richmond Hill 

Special guest MP BILL BLAIR, former Toronto Police Chief,  
and current Parliamentary Secretary to  the Minister of Justice and 

Attorney General of Canada and to the Minister of Health,  
joins us at this Town Hall hosted by MP LEONA ALLESLEV,  

to discuss and learn about cannabis regulations. 

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

am hearing at the doors, I think that 
our platform and our policies, our plan, 
which we do have, resonates really well 
with voters when they realise we have a 

very intelligent, competent government 
that is looking to make policy using 
scientific evidence, using the best 
evidence available to us.”

That being said, the Liberal party 
has faced accusations of  spending 
money it doesn’t have and throwing 
money around in order to better their 
chances at an election victory. While Ms. 
Yaqubian says that “winning” is indeed 
important; what is far more important is 
to “govern.”

“Winning is not the prize; governing 
is the prize,” she said. “As a government, 
we know how to govern. At this time, 
there are people who are not receiving 
the benefits from our strong and growing 
economy. We have made a conscious 
choice to run a deficit in order to give 
people the services they need. I think 
that is resonating really well with people 
who believe government is a force for 
good in people’s lives.

“I am really looking forward to 
meeting voters. We have already done a 
lot of  work with our amazing volunteers 
in this riding. We have been knocking 
on doors, making phone calls, holding 
events. I am really excited to be meeting 
with more voters in Aurora, Oak Ridges 
and Richmond Hill, listening to their 
priorities and concerns, and delivering it 
to them on June 7.”

Governing is key: candidate

What started out as a Canada 150 
special outreach project in 2017 is now an 
ongoing program by the Aurora Sports 

Hall of  Fame and its partners, the Aurora 
Museum & Archives and Sport Aurora.

When the Moments in Sport (MIS) 

Moments in Sport come to life in Aurora

initiative launched on Canada Day, audio 
clips of  some of  Aurora’s most significant 
sporting moments were available on the 
ASHOF website as well as on-air through 
the Hall’s radio partner, 105.9  The 
Region.

In November 2017, during the Hall 
of  Fame’s Induction celebration, a video 
montage highlighted a dozen of  the best 
moments before a rapt audience. 

Starting this spring, many of  those 
iconic moments – as submitted by the 
public and from the Hall archives – 
will be featured in “Mini” Moments in 
Sports exhibits at various Town locations, 
including the Aurora Community Centre, 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, and Town Hall.

To kick things off  – appropriately 
during the NHL Playoffs – the Hall of  
Fame is featuring Aurora Sports Hall of  
Famer Hap Holmes, who is a Hockey Hall 
of  Famer and the first goalie ever to win 
the Stanley Cup with four different teams.

On Friday, April 13, Craig Campbell, 

Curator of  the Hockey Hall of  Fame, 
joined two members of  the Aurora Tigers, 
ASHOF Board Member Bob McRoberts 
and Sport Aurora President Stephen 
Kimmerer, along with MIS Project 
Manager Karen Merk at the Aurora 
Community Centre where the first of  
the Moments in Sport “Mini” Exhibits is 
featured.

In addition to the physical exhibits, 
audio and video clips of  the Moments will 
be available online. As well, the Hall will 
be featuring stories from the Moments in 
Sports campaign as part of  the Hall of  
Fame expansion at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, scheduled for this 
summer.

The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame is 
looking for more sport artefacts to be 
displayed with aurorashof.ca/moments-
in-sport and is always happy to hear your 
story.

For more information, contact MIS Project 
Manager Karen Merk at 416-420-3748 or 
email ashofedu@gmail.com. 
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From page 1

promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

…with up to 30%* in savings & discounts

PLUS, save up to an additional 
25% with our new smartphone 
app TELEMATICS!1 A convenient 
app to help you learn more about 
your driving habits, and 
potentially save.

•  Winter tires? Save up to 5%*
•  Multiple vehicles? Save up to 15%*
•  Hybrid or electric vehicle? Save up to 5%*
• College or university student? Save up to 10%*
•  Additional savings* if you have multiple policies with State Farm®

*Conditions apply. 1Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements 
and additional coverages.  

Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.
State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.  

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Company, used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

Call me today.

your auto insurance
savings further…

driving
Start

1510024CN

Lora Cai Ins Agcy Ltd
Lora J Cai, Agent
102-15160 Yonge Street
Aurora, ON  L4G 1M2
Bus: 905-727-6888

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you know exactly how 
much money you need to  
retire comfortably? 

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are 
three questions you need to ask yourself: 

•  Do I have a written financial plan? 
•  Is my investment portfolio on the right track? 
•  Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact  
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your 
retirement plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

of  murals, to guide the process over the 
finish line. 

In a series of  community painting 
parties last summer, participants were 
guided on the general colour themes 
their respective tiles should follow and 
how it might fit in with the whole.

The completed product, featuring 
depictions of  the Hillary House National 
Historic Site, the Aurora Train Station, 
and other landmarks, was not known 
to the local project leads ahead of  last 
week’s unveiling.

But, before the Mayor did the honours, 
they eagerly shared their anticipation.

“It is very exciting to be here right 
now, now that it is finally here!!” shared 
Ms. Valentini. “I am looking forward to 
seeing it all together and hopefully we 
can step away far enough to see it!

Added Ms. d’Aurore: “Like with any 
mosaic, you have to step back and get a 
full view. When it was first painted, we 
were looking at it up close. The team put 
it together, but we gave them the concept 
and Christine has worked diligently on 
it. It was a long journey and Christine 
started the journey. I am glad the whole 
town followed behind her.”

In his remarks before the big reveal, 
Mayor Dawe paid tribute to the 

“dedicated group” who got the ball 
rolling on the project. 

“It is really a great synopsis of  what 
our residents feel and think about our 
Town,” said Mayor Dawe. “It is going 
to be a great legacy…and it is a great 
opportunity for us to leave a legacy that 
talks about the history of  our Town, 
how our residents feel and think of  our 
Town.”

The mural’s current location on 
the second floor of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex might not, as the 
Mayor noted, be its final location. 
While it will be the mural’s home for the 
foreseeable future, other suggestions for 
a permanent location have been floated, 
including having it take pride of  place 
– protected from the weather – in a 
completed Library Square. 

“Now, our next job is to play Where’s 
Waldo?” Mayor Dawe concluded before 
the artists in attendance, young and 
young at heart, excitedly came up to the 
mural to point out their handiwork.

As they did, the volunteers who made 
it possible reflected on the project.

“It is amazing what the community 
can accomplish when they all get 
together, that they could all come up 
with something so beautiful,” said Ms. 
Valentini. “It looks different from the 

original because [in the original concept] 
the sky was so plain, now it has all the 
images in it. This is the fun part when 
people come here and they will go and 
have to spend time trying to find theirs. 
It should be a lot of  fun.”

In the end, that might be its lasting 
legacy as future generations come out to 
find the tiles their parents or grandparents 
contributed as a permanent tribute to 
this once-in-a-lifetime milestone.

“I am so glad we have a legacy for our 
town and everyone who participated,” 
said Mr. McCartney. “it is a legacy 
for them and their family for decades 
to come, especially the people who 
participated, to say, ‘Hey, my mom did 
that. My grandmother did that one.’ 
They probably have pictures of  what 
they did already, but when they come 

here and see it all together, picturing and 
pointing it out, it will mean a lot to that 
family.”

Added Ken Turriff, a member of  
the citizen-led Canada 150 committee: 
“I think it is such a gorgeous mural 
and it will be great here, it will be great 
wherever it goes. I think it will be a legacy 
and be awe-inspired for many years and 
many generations to come, to see what 
we were thinking about, when people 
conceived of  their individual times.

“I would like to see what the people 
around for Canada’s 200th can do to top 
this in terms of  a legacy project going 
forward. This one will be around in 
another 50 years and 100 years, and I 
would be so interested to see what the 
next generation would come up with to 
represent Canada 50 years from now.”

Members of Council, the Canada 150 Ad-Hoc committee, artists who steered the project and 
artists from the community who completed tiles gathered for the unveiling last week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Mosaic Mural is a permanent snapshot of Aurora in 2017
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EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

CROSSWORD

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MENNONITE HAND-CRAFTED 
SOLID WOOD CUSTOM DESIGNED

25
Years 
in Business 

Choice of Stains/Delivery & Set-Up 

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

AURORA CEMETERY CORP 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Take notice the  Aurora Cemetery Corp. will be holding a
Meeting for the purpose of electing a new board of directors.
All owners (Rights Holders) are entitled to attend in person.

Date: Tues. May 8, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
Location: Aurora Cemetery Offi ce

For further information please contact the offi ce: 905-727-9321

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents 

Hooked on Tradition, an exhibition featuring 
the work of  the Newmarket Rug Hooking 
Guild. Hooked rugs tell stories about events, 
people and communities. Besides their 
historical interest, they are visually compelling 
to audiences of  all ages. They range from 
functional to decorative in use, and from 
primitive to modern in style. The Aurora 
Cultural Centre is pleased to present an 
exhibition of  over 100 traditional hooked rugs 
created by members of  the Newmarket Rug 
Hooking Guild.

APRIL 12 – 21
Theatre Aurora presents “The Attic, The 

Pearls & Three Fine Girls.” The Fine sisters 
have returned home from the funeral of  their 
recently deceased father. Throughout the 
funeral party, the women take refuge in the 
attic, once the center for childhood games, 
where they comfort and torment each other 
with unfinished business. Now orphans, the 
sisters must resurrect the family of  their 
memories, and re-negotiate their relationship 
as adults. The emotions rage, tempered only by 
the search for their mother’s long lost pearls. 
This romp in the attic reminds the sisters of  
their childhood and forces them to redefine 
their future together. For tickets and further 
information, call 905-727-3669 or visit www.
theatreaurora.com.

APRIL 19 – 21
Country Day School’s Junior School 

presents The Grunch: A New Children’s 
Musical. Inspired by “The Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas”, The Grunch tells the story of  
Rudy Grunch, a grumpy 6th grader who always 
feels like an outsider. When the entire school 
gets excited about the annual school musical, 
he comes up with a perfect plan to ruin it 
for everyone; he’ll steal the sets, costumes 
and lights the night before it opens. But will 
the spirit of  theatre prevail? Come find out! 
Tickets for the Thursday, April 19 & Friday, 
April 20 at 7.00 pm and Saturday, April 21 at 
1 pm performances are $15 each and available 
at www.cds.on.ca/tickets. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker 

Series continues tonight with Arlene Chan on 
The Chinese in Canada. This presentation 
examines the stories of  the Chinese in Canada, 
dating back to the early years of  the Gold 
Rush and the construction of  the CPR railway, 
highlighted with archival photographs. 7 – 9 
p.m. at Hillary House. Tickets are $7 ($5 for 
Society members). For more information or to 
reserve a seat, call 905-727-8991.

APRIL 21 – 22
The Aurora Lions Club will be back again 

at Sheppard’s Bush for the Pancake Breakfast. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
The Aurora Community Café is open today 

– and each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at 
the corner of  Victoria and Mosley (Entrance off  
Victoria). Now serving lunch, along with fresh 
baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and 
live music.

APRIL 28 – 29
The Aurora Lions Club will be back again 

at Sheppard’s Bush for the Pancake Breakfast. 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
RESCHEDULED: Aurora’s Annual 

Community Clean-Up will take place today from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., meeting at Town Park at 8 to 
provide supplies, have coffee and a sweet treat 
before heading out to clean various locations 
within Aurora. BBQ for all volunteers will be 
held at the same location from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
For more information, call 905-505-6068.

* * * * 
Looking for volunteer hours? Hillary House 

will host its annual spring cleanup today from 
1 – 4 p.m. Tasks will include cleaning up debris 
and working with the Aurora Historical Society’s 
landscape committee. Bring a rake, gloves and a 
water bottle. Call 905-727-8991 or email leigha.
cooney@aurorahs.com to register.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Giant Indoor Garage sale at the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre from 8.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (90 
John West Way). White Elephant and Diamond 
Elephant treasures, huge book sale, famous 
jewellery table, Aurora Seniors Association 
crafters, Sew Much Fun, Knotty Knitters, 
Woodshop, coffee shop and more.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
The Aurora Community Café is open today 

– and each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, located at 
the corner of  Victoria and Mosley (Entrance off  
Victoria). Now serving lunch, along with fresh 
baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and 
live music.

SATURDAY, MAY 5
Pickering College will host an Open Doors 

event, featuring free, self-guided tours of  their 
beautiful building and art collection. Visitors can 
enjoy: a free, self-guided tour of  the main floor 
of  our historic building, Rogers House, with a 
history wall to read and peruse; an opportunity 
to view our impressive art collection, including 
artwork from Franz Johnston, an original mural 
by Harold Haydon and many pieces by well 
known Canadian artist Fred Hagan and much 
more; and a viewing of  a documentary film about 
Pickering College’s 100 years+ in Newmarket. 
Accessible parking and lift from the ground floor 
to the main level of  Rogers House is available 
upon request. For more information, call 905-
895-1700 x257.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

DRIVEWAYS

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know! • Heated Units 

• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.caINTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

MASONRY

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
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YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt,  
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical alternative 

to asphalt paving with a rustic 
country appearance, that also 

provides a solid surface and is 
a solution to ruts washout and 

potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010



THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 19, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 19, 2018Page  22             Page 23

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site su-
pervisor for the York 
Region area. Please 
email resume to: 
stepheno@intercity-
realty.com fax: 905-
597-0493   office: 905-
597-0227.

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
c o at .  Pe r f e c t  
c o n d i t i o n .  O n ly 
wo r n  t w i c e.  B e s t  
offer. For more  
information and to 
view 905-727-6497.

SALE/RENT

SERVICESAPARTMENT
FOR RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds 
905727-3300

ext. 102

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  
CARRIERS NEEDED

 to deliver 
The Auroran newspaper 

every Thursday.
Earn money while  
getting exercise. 
 Contact Cephise 

416-505-2770

DELIVERY DRIV-
ERS WANTED 
Free Topping Pizza 
is now looking to hire  
Delivery Drivers 
Please call 905-503-
8503 or come to 
our location in the 
Aurora Shopping  
Centre

FOR SALE OR 
RENT 2500 sq ft 
Commercial unit 
on main floor. 2 
separate rental 
units upstairs. THE 
PROPERTY HAS 
ACCESS FROM 
3 DIFFERENT 
ROADS. Large back 
yard, lots of parking.
179 Main Street 
West, Shelburne.
Paull 416 457 6829

T O T T E N H A M : 
BRIGHT HOUSE, 
large lot, 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, double ga-
rage, 5 appliances, 
A/C, $1800/mth + 
utilities. References. 
613-893-2545

CHAIR FOR RENT 
OR ESTHETICIAN ROOM

Yonge Street location. 
Interested persons please call 

905-841-0576 
or daphneieraci@hotmail.com

FOR RENT OR LEASE

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

CYNERGY
Mechanical Ltd.

WE ARE HIRING SKILLED TRADES

We are a very successful, established 
HVAC/R and Plumbing services

company that is rapidly expanding.

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FULL-TIME:
G1 & 313A Mechanics

Lead Hand Plumbers (306A)
G1 Gas Fitters (Journeyman) – Construction

WE OFFER:
3 Scholarship Opportunities

3 Industry Leading Wages & Benefits
3 Hands On Training
3 Company Vehicle
3 Career Growth

Submit your resume today!
careers@cynergymechanical.ca

WILLING TO  
EDUCATE: Highly 
motivated individual 
for rewarding career 
in financial services.  
Call Amanda at 
416.873.9998 

MagicCabinetCM
www.cabinetmagic.ca

Custom NEW Kitchens

The bitterness of poor quality is remembered 
long after the sweetness of a low price has faded from memory

Call or email us today info@cabinetmagic.ca

CANADIAN 
MADE

10% OFF
CABINET REFACING

10% OFF
NEW KITCHENS

PROMO
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES • PERSPECTIVE DRAWINGS

Cabinet Refacing

SATISFACTION
GURRANTEED

Vanity Cabinets 
 * Tile Flooring 

& Backsplash 

Hardwood, 
Vinyl & Cork Flooring 

Sinks, Faucets 
and Range Hoods 
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Call 905-954-0967416-479-0415
705-797-4853

1100 Gorham St., 
Unit #20 Newmarket

Visit Our Showroom

Servicing the 
GTA for 30 

Years

AURORA 3 BDRM 
MAIN FLOOR 
A PA R T M E N T. 
shared laundry and 
utilities. $1300/mo. 
Industrial Pkwy 
South.  905-642-4823
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FIVE DAYS ONLY 
WEDNESDAY APRIL 25TH
TO SUNDAY APRIL 29TH

April 25th to April 29th

FIRST TIME EVER

WE DO NOT

If we did - We’d have to raise our prices

NOWHERE
CHEAPER

PRICE MATCH

AUG. 23 RD to  27 TH
5 DAYS ONLY

Famous Brands Magic Prices
.ca

WAREHOUSE SALE!WAREHOUSE SALE!

N

Industrial Pkwy S.

Yo
ng

e S
t.

Vandorf Sideroad

Ba
yv

iew
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e.

Aurora Sideroad

Edward St.

Dunning Ave.

Engelhard Dr.

WHERE:..... 40 Engelhard Dr. Unit 2, Aurora  (Off Industrial Parkway South)
WHEN:....... August 23rd to August 27th

HOURS:...... Wed & Thurs. . . . . . . . . . . .10am till 8pm
Fri & Sat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10am till 6pm

 Sun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11am till 5pm

While
quantities

last

FOR PLEASE GO TO WWW.BRANDWIZARD.CA DEALSDEALS WWW.BRANDWIZARD.CA

3rd PROOF
 This Proof is OK as is.

 This Proof is OK with alterations as marked 

Please Sign Here: ___________________________
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Chamber Pub
& Grill 

Over $7500
in giveaways

See the latest
trends

Exclusive Offers
& Specials

1400 Wellington Street East
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
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BOGO FREEFRIDAY ONLY
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Sponsors

www.aurorachamber.on.ca
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We are passionate about candles 
and pride ourselves on using 

the finest ingredients available.
FRAGRANT  •  CLEAN BURNING

AFFORDABLY PRICED

gelmaniacandles.com fi
255 Industrial Pkwy. S., Aurora

Usually open from 1 -5pm. Please call for store hours or visit our website. 

HOME
SHOWAUROPOL 35%OFFCreative Window Decor

SpecialSpecial

• Custom Draperies 
• Designer Fabrics and Hardware

905 392 8262
info@auropol.ca⎜auropol.ca

220 Industrial Pkwy S. Unit 15
Aurora ON L4G 3V6

Shutters & Blinds

Assisted living 
in your own home 

Call us any time - 24/7
905.900.0616

888-742-2649

picamix.ca
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Visit Mercedes-Benz Newmarket and take 
advantage of 3 monthly payments on us on select 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles for a limited time only.

Offers are blossoming 
on select 2018 models.

Mercedes-Benz Newmarket
230 Mulock Drive, Newmarket ON

905-853-6868
mercedes-benz-newmarket.ca

300 Wellington Street East   Unit #4   Aurora
647-778-9696  www.quartzcity.ca.

QUARTZ COUNTER TOPS

FREE BACKSPLASH!
From $1590Plus

QUARTZ CITY RENOQUARTZ CITY RENO

Delivered 
& Installed 
in 7 days 
or it’s FREE

 
made to protect your decks, fences,  
siding and outdoor furniture. Visit us  
for everything you need to know about 
deck cleaning, preparation, staining and 

Aurora Centre (Sobey’s Plaza)
15480 Bayview Ave, Unit 103 & 104, Aurora

Call 905-841-6200 
WWW.SUMMITPAINTS.CA

St. John’s Sdrd E.

Wellington St E.

Hollidge BlvdBorealis Ave.
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made to protect your decks, fences,  
siding and outdoor furniture. Visit us  
for everything you need to know about 
deck cleaning, preparation, staining and 

Aurora Centre (Sobey’s Plaza)
15480 Bayview Ave, Unit 103 & 104, Aurora

Call 905-841-6200 
WWW.SUMMITPAINTS.CA

St. John’s Sdrd E.

Wellington St E.

Hollidge BlvdBorealis Ave.
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Please come 
see us 

at this Year’s 
AURORA 

HOME SHOW
Booth #181

APRIL 20TH, 
21ST & 22ND

            www.mythirtyone.ca/WendyLawton  ⎜ FunAndFunctionalProducts@gmail.com

Wendy Lawton

We put the 
FUN in functional!
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Aurora Shopping Centre
905-727-2322

Hours
Mon-Fri: 9:00 am – 8:00 pm 

Sat: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Sunday: CLOSED www.sparklepharmacy.com

*NO 
$411

 for seniors
increased safety
perfect for travel
checked by your trusted pharmacist
*FREE service 
*FREE delivery

Aurora’s ONLY 
Medical Supply Store

Great for Athletes
Proud sponsor for Sports Aurora
Great prices and discounts

Online Refi lls
Internet Access to medication 
Profi le
Med Sync Program 
to reduce repeated pharmacy visits

*Free Local delivery
*10% Senior discounts EVERYDAY
Amazing prices
Friendly Service
Low wait times

General Services

Pill Pack Service Home 
Health Care

Quick/Easy 
Refi ll & 
Profi le Login

Aurora’s Largest Independent Pharmacy
Locally owned & we support local

Coming to TOWN PARK
May 5th!

See us at the Home Show

It’s Not Just A House...
It’s Your Home...
...Call The Pros!

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SOUTH
Your Exterior Solutions Experts!

Roof Pro Plus

• New Roofs + Re-Roofs
• Seamless Eavestrough
• So�  t and Fascia 
• Roof Repairs 
• Free Estimates 
• Attic Blown-In Insulation top ups to 

R60 code 
• 50 Year Non-Prorated Warranty
• Skylights and Sun Tunnels 
• Complete Site Clean-Up 
• Fully Insured Written Guarantee 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
Serving Aurora, 

Newmarket 
And 

Surrounding Areas

www.roofproplus.com
905-898-4800    1-888-677-7757

BOOK BEFORE MAY 15

SAVE 5%SENIORS’ 
DISCOUNT

Michele Denniston, Broker

416-433-8316
denniston@sympatico.ca 
www.micheledenniston.com 
* as awared by Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd., brokerage 
**as awarded by Century 21 Canada 

PERSONAL SERVICE - PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - SUPERIOR SERVICE - GUARANTEED! 

THE TEAM THAT GOES ABOVE AND BEYOND 

www.MicheleDenniston.com

Ask about our Home Warranty 
Program for Buyers and Sellers!

Come meet the team at the Aurora Home 
Show!  Visit us at Booth 140 in the Aurora 

Toyota Arena. 
Have all of your real estate questions 

answered and play our PLINKO game to win 
some great prizes!!

#1 In Company 2017 

#4 In Canada 2017

#14 Worldwide 2017

Michele Denniston, Broker

416-433-8316
denniston@sympatico.ca 
www.micheledenniston.com 
* as awared by Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd., brokerage 
**as awarded by Century 21 Canada 

PERSONAL SERVICE - PROFESSIONAL SERVICE - SUPERIOR SERVICE - GUARANTEED! 

THE TEAM THAT GOES ABOVE AND BEYOND 

www.MicheleDenniston.com

Ask about our Home Warranty 
Program for Buyers and Sellers!

Come meet the team at the Aurora Home 
Show!  Visit us at Booth 140 in the Aurora 

Toyota Arena. 
Have all of your real estate questions 

answered and play our PLINKO game to win 
some great prizes!!

Come meet the team at the 
Aurora Home Show!  

Visit us at Booth 251 in the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

 
Have all of your real estate questions 

answered and play our PLINKO 
game to win some great prizes!!

• Corporate Events / Banquet Facility

• Membership Benefi ts / Weekly Entertainment

• Lunch – Wed – Fri

• Free Wifi 

• offi ce@auroralegion.ca

• Offi ce ~ 905-727-5642

• Club Room ~ 905-727-9932

can help keep conures healthy and happy.
Canaries

Canaries are another type of bird that can be 
watched instead of cuddled. They’re popular thanks 
to their prolific, operatic songs. Some are even bred 
to perform specific songs. When properly provided 

for, canaries can live from five to 10 years.

Those interested in pet birds can speak with 
employees at local pet stores or avian specialty 
shops to get detailed guidelines on caring for these 
increasingly popular pets.  

When considering birds, here are some of the 
more popular species:

Parakeets
The average parakeet has a life span of seven 

to 10 years, and their docile personalities make 
parakeets great companion birds. Parakeets are quite 
intelligent and can learn a few basic commands. 
Some may be able to pick up some human words. 

Parakeets thrive on interaction with their owners and 
should be handled for around a half-hour or more 
per day. Early socialization and handling is advised 
to raise a parakeet that’s part of the family.

Cockatiels
These personality-heavy birds can be great pets. 

Well socialized cockatiels recognize and respond 
to their owners. Cockatiels are a bit larger than 
parakeets and require medium-sized cages. They can 
benefit from socializing time outside of their cages 
and require mental stimulation to stay healthy.

Finches
For people who like to watch birds more so than 

handle them, finches might be the ideal fit. These 
little birds thrive in small flocks and are content to 
pay more attention to their cage mates than humans. 
They’ll flit from perch to post, and their delicate 
tweets can fill a room with vitality. 

Conures
Conures are social and outgoing and love to 

hang out with people. They tend to be loud birds, so 
owners should keep this in mind. Conures can live 20 
to 30 years, so they require a lengthy commitment.
Toys, foraging puzzles and time outside of the cage 
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F1 Aculife Aurora Acupuncture & Chinese  
 Herbal Medicine
239 ADM Design
278 Advanced Tree Care
101 Alifekey
128 Allstate Insurance Company of Canada
109 AMPAC
260 Apollo Glass & Mirror Ltd.
G Aqua Kids
134, 135, 162, 163  Atlas Landscape Inc.
213 Auropol Creative Window Décor
Z Aurora Farmer’s Market & Artisan Fair
204 Aurora Historical Society
169, 188 Aurora Home Hardware
I Aurora Lawn Bowling Club
179 Aurora Overhead Door
189, 190, 191  Avenue Décor Centre
104  and Outside  Backyard Pool & Spa
122 BDO
224 Best Climate Heating & Cooling Inc.
255 Bloomsbury Fine Cabinetry
172 Brighten Your Day Home Cleaning Services
112, 113 Canco Climatecare Heating & Air   
 Conditioning
Y Catharina’s Kitchen
171 CIBC Bank
148 Comfort Masters
184 Crossroads Chiropractic Clinic
246, 247 D&D Landscaping
145, 146 D-D Meats
243 DeVine Wines Aurora
178 Diana Velez Fashion
263, 264 Dolphin Pools & BBQs
176, 177 Done-Right Sprinklers & Lighting
119 Donnlyn Group
X Downsizing Diva
182 Duraroc Rubber Surfacing - Barrie/  
 Newmarket
266, 275 Edmunds Home Improvements

154 First Choice Overhead Doors
102, 103 Floor Coverings International - North York
253 Forest Fence and Deck Co. Ltd.
203 free-light Solar Lights
200 Fresh Water Industries
149 G.G.C.
173 Gelmania Candles Inc.
133 Glidden Plumbing & Renovations
250 GlobalVu
261 GreenON, with Chris Ballard MPP
V Guardian Gates
180 GYMGUYZ
C H2Tbody
L Hamnett Interiors
142 Harmony Fabrics
170, 187 Hartley Built
143 Hickory Dickory Decks - Aurora
150, 151 Highland
265, 276 Hunters Wood Works
254 Hydroxyl
280 ICD Insurance Brokers Ltd.
136 Innovative Spine & Wellness
132 Investors Group
127 Invis
105 Jarrah Contracting Services
161 Judy’s Mental Health Awareness
140, 141, 156, 157  Kempenfelt Windows & Doors
116, 117 KingsRidge Building Group
206 Kinsella Custom Homes
245 Kivalo Fine Cabinetry 
220, 221 Krown Aurora
U Lavida Health Products
130 LeafFilter North of Canada, Inc.
M Lectro Digit
235, 236, 257, 258  Lifestyle Oasis
139, 158 Lifestyle Sunrooms Inc.
259 Lifestyles Home Creations
193 Liftec Slabjacking Inc.

R Linda Stephens and Tim Kueper, Sales        
                Rep., Royal LePage Your Community
B Living Assistance Services
P Lollipop 3
185, 186 Los Delfines Golf & Country Club
166, 167, 168  Luxury Bath Gallery
F Madelicious Treasures
215, 216, 217  Magic Window Innovations
219 Mercedes Benz Newmarket
238 Meridian Credit Union
251 Michele Denniston Team
108 Miller Waste Systems Inc.
231 Molly Maid
D Motion is Life Chiropractic
262 MPP Chris Ballard
W My Lil Gem
120 and Outside Nature Bound Pools & Spas
174 Newmarket Optical
147 Nhance
Q Nurse Next Door Home Care Services
232, 233 Oliver Heating & Cooling
125, 126 Our Dog & Co.
118 Paint Girl Design
H Painted LEGgingS
Lobby Pathways to Perennials
241 Picamix.ca
152 Protech Safety Systems
208, 209, 210 Quartz City
153 Queensville Sod
183 RBC Dominion Securities
223 Re/Max Hallmark Lind Group Realty Ltd.
267, 268, 273, 274  Redfern Enterprises Ltd.
218 Resting Rock Landscapes
242 Return to Health Aurora
144 Roof Pro Plus Home Improvements South
240 Roofworx
175 Royal Canadian Legion Br. #385
110 S.M.A.R.T. Realty Solutions
211, 212 Seaway Pools & Tubs

107 Sequoia Treescape
252 Shaolin Martial Arts Canada
256 Sherwin Williams
E Silver Rose
279 Southlake Regional Health Centre  
                 Foundation
249 Spar-Clean Inc.
K Sparkle Pharmacy
165 Specialty House Mfg Ltd.
201 St. John Ambulance York Region
277 Stream Filtration
244 Student Works Painting
269, 270, 271, 272  Summers & Smith
181 Summit Paints
106 Sunlight Solution
227 Tailored Living
T The Healing Den
237 The Renovators of Canada
J The Right Weigh - Weight Loss Coaching
131 Thirty-One Gifts
228, 229 Thompson Funeral Home
164 Titanium Exclusive Cookware Inc.
282 TMC Restoration
114, 115 Town of Aurora
230 Town of Georgina - The ROC
155 View Communications
225, 226 Vitality Assurance Vacations/Cranberry  
                Resort
111 Water Depot Aurora
A Whitchurch Riding Academy
124 White Elm Contracting Ltd.
214 WOW 1 Day Painting! York Region
129 York Professional Care & Education
159, 160 Town of Aurora - Youth Innovation  
                 Showcase
137, 138 Zander Sod Co. Limited
281 Zonta Landscaping and Renovations

 COLOUR  MEMBER NON-MEMBER 
 CODE BOOTH SIZE PRICE PRICE

	 r  10’ X 10’ Booth $635 $815
	 r Double Booth $1250 $1580
	 r Booths 104, 120 $840 $960
	 r Booths 119, 124, 218, 218, 219, 223 $980 $1200
	 r  Marketplace $370 $420

2018 AURORA CHAMBER HOME & LIvINg SHOw BOOTH PRICINg (plus HST)

No booth will be reserved without a 50% deposit.
Hydro (one 110 volt – max. 15 amp) and drapery included for all booths and Marketplace. Tables, chairs, carpeting and 

extension cords not included for booths. Skirted table and chair included for Marketplace.

Sponsors
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™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited.

Mortgages
We’ve Got Your Back

Introducing

Adaptable, �exible, and great rates.
Finally, a mortgage designed for you.

meridiancu.ca/mortgages

Aurora
297 Wellington Street East | 905-727-1191

Visit us at Booth # 235
Aurora Home Show April 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 2017

Aurora 
297 Wellington Street East  905-727-1191
Visit us at Booth #238
Aurora Home Show April 20th, 21st, 22nd 2018

We provide general contracting 

services for quality, start to fi nish 

multi-trade projects. Our clients are 

seeking fi ne craftsmanship and a 

top-grade fi nal product. 

7699 Yonge Street Thornhill, 
ON L3T 1Z5

Call us at  (416) 834-6237

GGC Ltd. is a full 
service construction 
company trusted by 
homeowners, designers 
and architects in the 
Greater Toronto Area 
since 1998. 

Customer service is the foundation of 

our company; GGC Ltd. is a referral 

based business and our customer's 

100% satisfaction is paramount to our 

continued success. By ensuring each 

customer's complete satisfaction, we 

are called into more homes in the 

Greater Toronto Area than any other 

general contractor. We hope you’ll invite 

us into yours to discuss your next project.

Andrea

Grand Opening
Designer Showroom

A D M  D E S I G N  &  D E C O R

DESIGN  •  BUILD  •  RENOVATE  •  DECORATE  •  STAGE 

FURNITURE  •  DECOR  •  ARTWORK  •  RUGS  •  BEDDING  
Designer Showroom Now Open to the Public  1211 Gorham St. Unit 7 Newmarket

Pickering Mom

Receive 2 hours on site free design consultation from Andrea. 
Offer valid to May 31, 2018. Call Andrea 416 892 9290.

PICKERING COLLEGE GALA SPECIAL

905 836 9890  ADMdesign.ca

 Beauty, spaciousness and interior design 
are all important when building a personal 
dream home. Today, however, with the reality 
of energy and environmental concerns, 
homeowners also insist their forever home 
must be as eco-responsible as possible. And 

it turns out many decisions initially based on 
being environmentally friendly can deliver 
unexpected aesthetic results, too.

“Sometimes the least glamorous decisions 
can be the ones that give your lifestyle far more 
quality and value — and a good case in point is 
the use of concrete to build the walls, instead 
of traditional wood framing,” says Natalie 
Rodgers of Nudura, a leading name in this field. 

“Our technology has advanced the 
development of the insulated concrete form, 
a system that interlocks like Lego to erect a building. For the occupants, the benefits of 

improved comfort, energy efficiency, safety and 
interior air quality are delivered immediately 
with ICF construction. For the homeowner-
investor, all those benefits assure top resale 
value.” 

In addition, an ICF structure can be finished 
on the exterior just like traditional wood frame 
structures. Stone, stucco, brick or whatever 
material is envisioned can be used with the 
insulated concrete forms.

Building the walls with concrete needs 
to be decided early in the planning, Rodgers 
explains. The method discards wood framing in 
favor of pre-assembled, interlocking concrete 

forms filled with concrete. Take a look at a few 
more of the benefits of concrete: 

Fuel savings. Compared to wooden 
walls, solid concrete walls vastly reduce air 
infiltration, optimizing energy performance and 
reducing the carbon footprint.

Comfort. Outside cold easily travels 
through wood-framed walls, causing thermal 
bridging and creating uncomfortable chilly 
spots inside your home. Walls with a solid 
concrete core address and prevent thermal 
bridging to deliver even temperatures 
throughout the house. 

Quiet. Solid concrete is an effective 
sound barrier. It dampens sound vibrations 
from outside noise such as traffic, trains and 
neighborhood parties.

Safety. ICF has a fire protection rating of up 
to four hours. If high wind in your community 
is a concern, data shows that Nudura homes 
demonstrate impact resistance up to 250 miles 
per hour.

Improved value. A stronger, safer, 
greener home that is more cost-efficient and 
needs less maintenance and repair is generally 
expected to build and hold its value.  

Responsible building 
decisions deserve 

benefits

Pickering Mom
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905-841-4402  ⎜ www.decks.ca  ⎜ stevehall@decks.ca

HOME SHOW BOOTH # 143

Since 1987, Hickory Dickory Decks has satisfi ed tens of thousands of customers with quality, custom built decks, and has become the 
leader in low maintenance decking. We invite you to call us today to discover the Hickory Dickory Decks difference!

HURRY! 
DEAL ENDS  
APRIL 22!

MATCH YOUR HOME’S PERSONALITY PERFECTLY!

FREE Exterior 
Colour Upgrade
Refresh your home with a FREE exterior colour upgrade on windows and doors.*

* Free exterior colour upgrade applies to door only.  
Entrance door frame colour upgrade excluded. See dealer for details.

Unlike our competitors, North Star  
exterior colours are designed to last.  
With a sophisticated application process,  
our colours won’t chip or peel like paint can over time.

Offer applies to 1000 Window Series, Entrance Doors and Patio Doors.*

Aurora Home Hardware 
Building Centre 

    289 Wellington Street East  Aurora
905-727-4751

See you this weekend at Booth 169-188
 at the Aurora Home Show. 

• Vanities 
• Garden Supplies 
• BBQ’s (Last years models 
                                  While quantities last)

Specials on:

Also visit our store at 
Aurora Home Hardware 

for our many in-store specials!

Do It Yourself Doesn’t mean do it alone! Here’s How.

Get your coupon for 

leaf bags 
when you visit our booth!

APRIL 20TH 
21ST & 22ND 

ONLY.

See you at  
The Home Show!

The Optimist Club of Aurora Inc. is a wonderful group of like-minded people 
whose mission is to help the Youth of Aurora achieve their greatest potential.  

The Club raises funds through service to our Aurora Community. Our mobile 
kitchen can be seen at a variety of events 
throughout the spring, summer and fall 
months.  

We offer delicious BBQ fare at Town of 
Aurora events, School events, Sporting 
events and other Charity events.  

The Optimist Club of Aurora Inc. has a booth at the Aurora Farmers Market. It is 
important for all Clubs to be in touch with their community. This event allows us 
not only to connect with our community on a bi-weekly basis, we remain in touch 
with the issues and topics being discussed each time we are there.  

 

Once again, the Optimist Club of Aurora is 
thrilled to be asked to run the Chamber Pub 
and Grill at the Aurora Chamber of 
Commerce Home Show. We will be serving 
fresh BBQ hamburgers, hotdogs, sausages 
and peameal bacon in a bun to all guests and 
vendors who attend the show.  
 

 
All proceeds from these sales directly support our 
Youth Programs and requests for funding. 
 
The Chamber Pub and Grill will be fully operational 
just off the lobby area. 
 

The Club is always looking for new members. New 
members bring new ideas, new thoughts, and new 
viewpoints and help our Club grow in a positive, and Youth-oriented direction!        
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KITCHENS & CUSTOM CABINETRY 

inquiries@hartleybuilt.com 

416.575.6069

SHOWROOM 

225 Industrial Parkway South, 

Unit 16, Aurora, ON L4G 3V5

hartleybuilt.com

KITCHENS & CUSTOM CABINETRY 

inquiries@hartleybuilt.com 

416.575.6069

SHOWROOM 

225 Industrial Parkway South, 

Unit 16, Aurora, ON L4G 3V5

hartleybuilt.comSHOWROOM
225 Industrial Parkway South,
Unit 16, Aurora, ON L4G 3V5
By Appointment Only
416 575 6069 inquiries@hartleybuilt.com.

KITCHENS & CUSTOM CABINETRYKITCHENS & CUSTOM CABINETRY

hartleybuilt.com

*IESO

Summer of 
‘18 may be 

hottest ever!
VISIT US AT THE 

AURORA HOME SHOW 

$600 IESO (Independant Electricity Systems Operator)

BOOTH # 232 & 233

Solatube
Certifi ed Installation
Home Show Special

$100 Off

Sunlight Solution
705.559.7083 | SunlightSolution.ca

ISN_Business Card Ad_3.48x2.05in_Print Ad_Sunlight Solution.indd   1 3/14/2018   9:54:11 AM

FREE
IN-HOME 
ESTIMATES 

COME VISIT US AT BOOTH #110 FOR FREEBIES & REFRESHMENTS

Disc
over 

the 

 

UPSIDE of Downsizing: FREE Area Condo Tours 
FREE Property Evaluation Report 

 FREE Downsizing Seminars  
 

Specialists in S.M.A.R.T Transitions for Homeowners 55+  

Sharon Parenteau 
Sales Representative

416-460-5636 

'Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract'

smartseniorsrealty@gmail.com 

Call For Details: 

We make your next move less stress and more success 

The DIY movement has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle home repair and  
remodeling projects on their own. DIY projects 
can be rewarding, and many homeowners 
who have embraced the DIY movement have 
discovered talents they never before knew they 
had.

But no matter how simple popular home 
renovation television shows make remodeling 
projects appear, homeowners should know that 
such undertakings are far more difficult than 
they appear on television. Homeowners who 
overestimate their abilities and the time they 
have to complete projects can cost themselves 
substantial amounts of money. In fact, there are 
a variety of reasons homeowners might want to 
work with professional contractors when tackling 
home improvement projects.

Experience
A trial and error approach can work with 

various projects and problems. But applying such 
an approach to home improvement projects is 
risky and potentially dangerous, not to mention 
costly. Experienced professional contractors with 

strong track records (seek recommendations from 
friends or neighbors) won’t have to go through 
trial and error and are therefore more likely than 
DIYers to complete a project on time and on 
budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with 

professional contractors is the likelihood that they 
can draw up ideas for projects that homeowners 
might otherwise never have thought up on their 
own. Homeowners without specific ideas in mind 
can ask contractors to come up with various 
scenarios before committing to a particular 
one. Veteran contractors can draw on years of 
experience to create designs that DIYers might be 
incapable of coming up with and/or incapable of 
seeing through to completion.

Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less 

expensive to do something yourself than to hire 
someone else to do it for you, but that’s not 
necessarily true of home improvement projects. 
Labor costs typically account for a substantial 
amount of professionally contracted projects, but 

The benefits of hiring 
professional contractors

homeowners can cut those costs by volunteering 
to do some of the simpler tasks themselves. In 
addition, contractors often purchase materials at 
a much lower cost than individual homeowners 
because contractors buy in bulk. So while labor 
costs might be lower on DIY projects, the cost of 
materials can offset those savings. 

Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes 

with eyes on improving the resale value of those 
homes. But if homeowners want to showcase 

a newly remodeled kitchen when selling their 
homes, they should be prepared for prospective 
buyers to ask who worked on the project. Fearing 
potential problems down the road, some buyers 
might be put off by homes that were remodeled by 
DIYers and not professional contractors.

Renovating a home on your own can be a 
rewarding project for homeowners. But it’s 
important that homeowners recognize the many 
benefits of working with professional contractors 
before making any final decisions with regard to 
who will tackle their next project.  
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HOT TUB
EXTRAVAGANZA! 

HUGE SAVINGS ON 
ALL MAAX SPAS!

Many models of great hot tubs will be on display 
for your shopping convenience. 

SALE

Celebrating 
25 years 

in 
business 

By Grillers! For Grillers!

At the Aurora Home Show 

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Celebrating 
25 years 

in 
business 1 Vata Court, Aurora   

905-713-2317

LIMITED TIME OFFER

25TH SEASON!
IN-TOWN SPECIAL 

FREE BBQ 
Assembly 

&
Delivery*

*Some restrictions apply to Free BBQ 
Assembly and delivery.

on all in 
stock 
patio 

furniture

TAX 
FREE


