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A VISIT TO THE EASTER BUNNY – Malcolm bends the ear of the Easter Bunny 
on Saturday at the Town of Aurora’s annual Easter Egg Hunt, which attracted thousands 
of young egg-hunters, accompanied by their parents, grandparents and others. For more 
on this yearly favourite, see Pages 20 and 21. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
Continued on page 6
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the track – for now
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Christine Elliott confirms 
Newmarket-Aurora PC run 

By Brock Weir

After weeks of  swirling rumours, 
Christine Elliott has formally put her 
name forward for the Newmarket-
Aurora PC nomination.

In a statement released Monday 
night, the former MPP and PC 
leadership candidate said, “I have never 
been more convinced of  just how much 
Ontario needs us. I would be privileged 
to join our slate of  candidates.”

 “To all residents of  Newmarket-

Aurora, you can count on me to do 
everything I can to fight for you at 
Queen’s Park,” she continued. “I hope 
I can earn your trust.”

Ms. Elliott tells The Auroran her 
top priority between now and a formal 
nomination meeting later this month 
will be to meet the residents of  the 
riding she seeks to represent this June.

“I really need to listen to…their 
concerns and issues and make sure I 
understand them, so that if  I am given 
the honour to be their representative 

at Queen’s Park, I will know what their 
biggest priorities are and be able to start 
advocating for them right away,” says 
the former MPP for Whitby-Oshawa.

In explaining her decision to seek 
the local nomination, Ms. Elliott cites 
the similarities between the ridings 
of  Newmarket-Aurora and Whitby-
Oshawa.

“As I said throughout the leadership 
campaign, I really wanted to run in a 
riding where (a) I was hoping people 
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By Brock Weir

A proposal to halt train whistles as 
they come through Aurora has been 
taken off  the track and put in the rail 
yard – at least for now.

Council last week voted to delay a 
decision on whether or not to spend 
$235,000 for a number of  anti-whistle 
measures at three local rail crossings 
after renewed fears over liability and 
risk.

Their decision will hinge on a 

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 

117 Wellington St East, Aurora L4G 1M9
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean 
Herbinson 
Broker

Former MPP Christine Elliott 
addresses supporters in 
Aurora during her Progressive 
Conservative leadership bid 
last month. On Monday night, 
Ms. Elliott, who placed second 
to Doug Ford in the leadership 
contest, confirmed her intention 
to seek the party’s nomination in 
Newmarket-Aurora, left vacant 
after the candidacy of Charity 
McGrath was overturned. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Carless 
smoking 

cause  
of house fire 

last week
By Brock Weir

Careless smoking is named as the 
cause of  a residential house fire on 
Elyse Court last week.

On Monday, March 26, 

Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
responded to a call on Elyse Court, 
near Mavrinac Boulevard and 
Wellington Street East, where they 
found a fire in the basement and 
the rear of  a home.

No one was home at the time of  
the fire. 

By the following day, the CYFS 
completed their investigation and 
determined the cause. 

Six CYFS apparatus were 
involved in the incident, with 
additional resources from York 
Regional Police and York Paramedic 
Services responding to the call.

Richmond Hill Fire and East 
Gwillimbury Fire Services also 
provided assistance. 

BYOB has a whole new meaning: Aurora issues 
Bring Your Own (Reusable) Bottle challenge

By Brock Weir

BYOB is usually a good indication 
that a good time will be had, but even 
water in those bottles can be fun too, 
if  you accept the challenge.

Aurora has thrown down the 
gauntlet in issuing a “Bring Your Own 
(Reusable) Bottle” Challenge to spread 
the word on filling stations installed in 
facilities across the municipality. 

“Whether at work or play, use the 
Town’s free water refilling station 
to stay hydrated,” said the Town in 
its challenge, which is being carried 
out by the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge, working in conjunction 
with Blue W., a community-based 
program focused on promoting 
municipal tap water as an accessible 
and healthy alternative to bottled 
alternatives. 

“Wherever you are in the world, you 
don’t have to pay for a drink of  water 
when you’re thirsty,” says Blue W., in its 

mission statement. “[This] is a unique 
community-based program dedicated 
to promoting municipal tap water 
as a healthy, accessible alternative to 
purchasing bottled drinks. We provide 
mapped details on where to find clean, 
free, public and commercial sources 
to fill your reusable bottle without 
compelling you to make additional 
purchases.”

If  in doubt, they say, look for the 
blueW.org decal in participating shops 
and restaurant windows. 

The campaign has identified 
more than 26,000 water bottle refill 
locations, with 13 in Aurora including 
the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex, Town Hall, Sheppard’s Bush, 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
Town Park, the Aurora Public Library, 
Northridge Community Church, and 
in commercial locations Mr. Sub, 
Symposium Café, and Walmart. 

“Be kind to the environment and 
your body by filling up your reusable 
water bottles at Town facilities,” says 

the Town in their challenge. “Our 
free, filtered water refilling stations are 
a great way to keep yourself  hydrated 
during a game or workout at one of  our 
facilities or while conducting business 
with the Town. The Town of  Aurora 
is committed to reducing the use of  
single-use plastic water bottles and all 
municipal buildings are equipped with 
refilling stations.

“The Town has already taken steps 

to remove bottled water from meetings 
in our facilities and installed 15 water 
bottle refilling stations in Town Hall, 
the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex, the Aurora Community 
Centre, the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex and the Joint Operations 
Centre.”

 
Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  
aurora.ca/refill.
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PAINTING THE TOWN BLUE – Students and staff from Aurora High School, Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School and Wellington Public School joined staff and officials from the 
York Region District School Board and autism support groups to raise the flag for Autism 
Awareness Day on Tuesday. Unveiled at the Board’s Wellington Street West office, the event 
saw the support of Autism Ontario, Children’s Treatment Network (CTN), Kinark Child and 
Family Services, York ASD Partnership, and Kerry’s Place. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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staff  to officially incorporate that into 
that update.

“It is cost-effective [for future roads] 
because you look at doing it all at once 
instead of  doing it piecemeal. Right 
now we are looking at doing a cycling 
master plan and developing that. 
When you do that, you turn around 
and five years later, you say we want to 
add this to the street. It is going to cost 
more doing it in that piecemeal fashion 
instead of  setting forth a policy that 
looks at developing this all at once and, 
if  we can, put it in all at once.”

Putting it into the Official Plan, 
he said, makes this a guideline going 
forward and, within the Plan, there 
would be some flexibility.

While Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
noted that the Official Plan is Aurora’s 
“main planning tool and not just a wish 
list,” she said including the Complete 
Streets concept into its redraft was a 
“fantastic idea,” but one she hoped 
would not prove costly.

Another vocal supporter was 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes who 
said a complete inventory of  Aurora’s 
existing streets, future thoroughfares, 
and possible opportunities should be 
compiled. 

“It would be like a package of  what 
every street should look like or be,” she 

said. “It would be the same standards 
and there is a design approach. I love 
that it includes walkability and other 
means of  transportation other than 
cars. I am looking forward to the report 
back and seeing how our approach is 
going to be and how we can put that 
into effect.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe, who has 
previously pushed for a re-think in traffic 
patterns on Yonge Street, including 
reducing the current four-lane road in 
the historic section to one lane of  traffic 
each way with the balance dedicated 
to on-street parking, said Ottawa’s 
venture was a “fascinating one” and led 
to a reduction in traffic.

“I think there are great opportunities 
to pick up efficiencies in how our streets 
work,” he said. “I am still hopeful we’ll 
see some action on Yonge Street at 
some point.”

Councillor Harold Kim, on the other 
hand, sought assurances from Town 
Staff, that going down this particular 
path would not adversely impact traffic 
around Aurora.

“There is an opportunity to further 
investigate Complete Streets,” said 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  
Planning. “I will provide the framework 
for future implementation, but Council 
would still need to review and approve 
any construction program or project to 
implement a given Complete Street. 
Council will still have full opportunity 
to review the implementation plan.”

Costs for Complete Streets that are 
not already finished would be borne by 
the developer, he added.

“We wouldn’t be able to turn the 
whole town into one complete street,” 
concluded Councillor Mrakas. “It is 
just not viable and would never happen; 
it would be dependent on what areas, 
how it would work, and staff  coming 
with their own expertise to say these 
are areas where we can implement the 
Complete Streets policy.”

Do you experience lower back pain, 
pain in the buttocks or leg that is worse 
when sitting, hip pain, burning or tingling 
down the leg, weakness, numbness, or 
diffi culty moving the leg or foot, a constant 
pain on one side of  the buttocks and/or 
a shooting pain that makes it diffi cult to 
stand up? You may be suffering with a 
condition known as sciatica.

 Sciatica is defi ned as compression of  a 
spinal nerve root in the lower back, often 
owing to degeneration of  an intervertebral 
disc. 

 Sciatica most commonly occurs when 
a herniated disc , bone spur on the spine 
or narrowing of  the spine (spinal stenosis) 
compresses part of  the nerve. This causes 
infl ammation, pain and often some 
numbness in the affected leg.

You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  It is 
important to know that although surgery 
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a 
last resort in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach that has helped many 

sufferers improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor and 
accelerate the body’s natural healing 
processes. The innovative Multiwave 
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a 
safe, effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS laser 
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of  
decreasing the infl ammation around the 
spinal cord and shows great promise in 
the battle against the devastating sequelae 
of  this condition.

 
What does this mean for you?

Many of  our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical technology, 
with years of  clinical studies supporting its 
safety and effi cacy and we are very proud 
to offer our patients effective solutions to 
their recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the 
results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-2225 to 
book your FREE consultation and examination at 
King West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 
10, Richmond Hill (In the Home Hardware 
Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For 
Sciatica

Advertorial

“Complete Streets” concept would make road a 
comfortable place for all users

By Brock Weir

All too often drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians are caught in a battle for 
space and safety, but the concept of  a 
“complete street” where everyone has 
their own lane could alleviate some of  
those problems.

Aurora is investigating the feasibility 
of  implementing a “Complete Streets” 
policy as part of  upcoming revisions to 
the Town’s official plan.

Council unanimously approved a 
motion from Councillor Tom Mrakas 
last week calling for the “Complete 
Streets” philosophy to be applied to 
all future road developments within 
Aurora and seeing where existing 
– and appropriate – streets can be 
redeveloped to meet the needs of  
pedestrians, cyclists, and persons with 

disabilities.”
“Complete Streets,” said Councillor 

Mrakas, “ensures that transportation 
planners and engineers consistently 
design and operate the entire street 
network for all road users, not only 
motorists,” and would be a cost-
effective option in the long-run. 

“I believe, as we have always 
talked about moving towards more 
pedestrian-friendly streets in our Town 
[this] is a way to make it official, to 
integrate it within our official plan,” 
said Councillor Mrakas, speaking to his 
motion at last week’s Council meeting, 
noting the City of  Ottawa has set a 
standard, transforming one of  their 
main thoroughfares into a roadway 
compatible for motorists, cyclists and 
pedestrians alike. “As we move to do 
our Official Plan update, we can ask 

It would be the same 
standards and there is a 

design approach. I love that 
it includes walkability and other 
means of transportation other 

than cars. I am looking forward 
to the report back and seeing 
how our approach is going 
to be and how we can put 

that into effect
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

Dark chocolate with quinoa and 
hemp hearts.

I was braced for the worst, but this 
was pretty mild from what I had been 
expecting. 

This Easter, as we all know, was 
unusual in that it fell on April Fool’s 
Day.

As such, not only was I braced for 
the worst, I expected the worst. There 
seemed to be infinite possibilities on 
how this day might go awry.

These possibilities ranged from the 
benign, like unwrapping colourful egg-
shaped foil only to discover an array of  
red and green grapes underneath the 
surface, to…well, to the more macabre, 
like coming downstairs on Easter 
Morning and finding an Alex Forrest-
inspired treat bubbling away on the 
stove.

Perhaps given what’s going on in 
the world right now, people thought 
April Fool’s jokes would be relatively 
pointless, almost anticlimactic. After 
all, isn’t there a sense right now of  
living in a time where very few things 
are actually out of  the ordinary?

Anyway, if  you expect the worst, 
chances are you’re rarely let down.

Although I admit to being slightly 
disappointed that nobody tried to 
prank me, or ladle out a stew that just 
wasn’t suited for the occasion, I was, 
however, heartened that the Easter 
Bunny decided to hop right up to the 
prank line by going full-on hipster and 
delivering the aforementioned dark 
chocolate with quinoa and hemp hearts 
treat.

After looking up exactly what a 
hemp heart was – after all, it didn’t 
look anything like an artichoke heart 
or heart of  romaine – and getting 
assurances that it is indeed something 
you eat rather than smoke, it actually 
turned out pretty good. 

Score One for the Easter Bunny.
After a few squares had been 

consumed, it was time for the traditional 
family gathering.

You all know the score: these 
occasions, regardless of  the family you 
actually belong to, go one of  two ways: 
a warm and lovely family reunion, or a 
veritable melee that, somewhere along 
the way, goes spectacularly off  the rails. 

I wasn’t sure what to expect this time 
around.

A few weeks ago, I was at a dinner 
party for five. Admittedly, it was 
an unusually odd number for a 
dinner party, but it seemed to work. 
Conversation seemed to flow like wine 

– as did the wine itself. Within just an 
hour, we had covered topics ranging 
from the upcoming Provincial Election, 
the ongoing debate over the Progressive 
Conservatives’ plans for sex-ed reform, 
philosophical fires stoked by Toronto 
academics over the use of  preferred 
pronouns, and the revival of  the 
religious right.

In short, a lot of  bases were covered. 
“Wow,” said one of  the guests at 

around the 90 minute mark. “We’ve 
already covered sex, religion and 
politics. Now what?”

Up until very recently, the old 
etiquette staple was that these were 
the three topics that were simply not 
to be covered in what was described as 
“polite” conversation.

A prime example of  this is in the 
classic “My Fair Lady” when Professor 
Higgins takes Eliza Doolittle to Ascot 
to “try her out” after a crash course not 
only in etiquette, but elocution.

Brainstorming possible topics of  
conversation before the main event, 
Higgins advises her of  the path forward: 
“The weather and everybody’s health.”

Of  course, this newfangled “small 
talk” doesn’t necessarily go as planned, 
but it serves the purpose.

The dinner party I attended last 
month proved that discussing sex, 
religion and politics can indeed be 
discussed in relatively polite company, 
leading not to screaming matches, 
storms around the room, tossed food, 
a drink in the face, or flounces out the 
door.

The same held true for my family’s 
Easter Dinner on Sunday night.

As tradition dictates, our family 
gathering was once again hosted by 
my aunt and cousin at their home 
in the southernmost tip of  what has 
colloquially become known, for better 
or worse, as the heart of  Ford Nation.

Back when such a term was first 
coined, Rob was at his zenith as a 
politician and provided no shortage of  
heated dinner table fodder at the time. 
Now that it was a colloquialism that is 

very much at the forefront of  our minds 
once again, I was more than curious as 
to whether dinner table conversation 
could once again withstand the topics 
of  sex, religion and politics.

Thankfully, not only did it withstand 
that heady trifecta, but it conspired to 
create an enlightening atmosphere 
where political views had evolved 
and contrary opinions and different 
perspectives were almost as tantalizing 
as the food on the table. 

Both Easter Dinner and last month’s 
dinner party were almost balms for 
this particular writer’s soul.

Not too long ago, I was zeroing in 
on despair observing – but not often 
participating in – some of  the threads 
of  public discourse making themselves 
known online.

We all know about fake news, the 
ill-informed people who seem to have 
made it their calling to disseminate 
the good word, the manufactured 
bots – or bots-for-hire – designed 
solely to spread misinformation, but 
there seems to be a growing trend of  
people simply wanting to shut off  all 
dissenting voices.

A handful of  friends, for example, 
recently published near-manifestos on 
just what constituted a proper reply 
to anything they happened to post 
on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 
Although there were a number of  
points from each individual, it all 
boiled down to these essentials: 
“Only reply to a post if  you happen 
to agree with an opinion. All others 
will be banned.”  “A Facebook wall 
is a ‘curated’ page. Navigate at your 
own risk.” And, although it wasn’t 
explicitly stated, “Don’t interrupt my 
echo chamber.”

These are mindsets I am seeing with 
greater and greater frequency as the 
weeks and months roll on, so these past 
two experiences were unexpectedly 
refreshing. 

Perhaps this hive mind mentality is 
limited to social media, but I found it 
encouraging that, at least in person, 
these conversations actually provided 
valuable and informed discourse. It 
might have led to changed opinions – 
it might not – but these conversations 
were had. 

And that’s the important thing.
It left me with a feeling of  hope – but 

tempered with hope as well that this 
was not a simple April Fool’s prank.

If  so, I’d gladly trade my chocolate-
covered quinoa and hemp hearts for 
more conversation.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Letter from
Conservative 
“misleading”

Budget election 
“carrots”

The Auroran chose to print a 
“letter” which was mass mailed to all 
community newspapers, in Liberal held 
ridings, from Lisa Raitt, Conservative 
MP.

This form letter maligned the 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson 
for voting “against Canadians’ basic 
freedoms”. You can always count on 
Ms. Raitt to misinterpret and thus 
misinform Canadians about most 
Liberal government initiatives.

The Conservatives have spent the 
last month misleading faith groups by 
claiming that the attestation on the 
Canada Summer Jobs application is a 
“values test”.

Their false and misleading statements 
totally misinterpret an attestation that 
only has to do with actions and activities 
funded by the “Summer Jobs” program.

The groups opposed to the wording 
of  a new declaration on the application 
for the program are concerned that jobs 
funded by the program and activities of  
the groups being funded must respect 
the reproductive rights of  Canadian 
women.

It is not too much to ask that 
government funding not be used 
towards paying for students to protest 
outside abortion clinics and distribute 
graphic anti-abortion pamphlets.

Reproductive Rights are considered 
a human right in Canada.

The attestation that Ms. Raitt is 
spreading propaganda against simply 
asks that the funded groups respect 
individual human rights in Canada. 
“Respect” is all that the Liberal 
Government is asking groups to  
commit to.

David Hanna
Aurora
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The Ontario Government budget is 
out, allowing, among others, for some 
relief  for the elderly.

Seniors over the age of  85 should 
be allowed to claim the CRA disability 
credit, most being far less mobile or 
quite dependent on others for their 
daily well being.

It will also assist in defraying the 
rental cost of  a golf  cart, for the twice 
weekly round of  golf  (being an element 
of  the Government’s stay fit program), 
as walking the course is too arduous at 
that age.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

One of  the issues that concerns me 
most, and always has, is the care we 
take of  our seniors. Whether it be my 
mother who lives locally in the same 
house she purchased with my father 
in 1954, or her senior friends who 
still live at home – they all want to 
live independent and safe lives for as 
long as they possibly can. We need to 
honour that wish and ensure they can 
do so.

The budget underscored for me 
what I have heard so emphatically 
from you…that is we need to do more 
to care for our seniors and to support 
them in practical ways.

An element of  the budget that will 
make a real difference is the self-
directed funding program that seniors 
will be eligible for to assist with the 
costs of  living independently.  If  you 
are a senior and own or rent your 
house, you will be eligible for support in 
paying costs related to snow plowing/
shoveling, lawn cutting, housekeeping 
and other routine chores.

I think this is a tremendous support 
for those who want to and are able to 
stay independent in maintaining their 
home, whether that home be a house, 
an apartment or a condominium.

The Healthy Home Program 
will allow up to $750 annually for 
any eligible seniors led home for 
maintenance.

There has been a lot of  coverage of  
our previous OHIP+ announcement 
for those under 25.  I hope as much or 
more attention is paid to the OHIP+ 
for seniors’ initiative.

In his budget, Minister Sousa 
committed to eliminating the annual 
deductible and the copay for drugs 
under the Ontario drug program.  
This means that every person 65 and 
above will receive free pharmacare.

These two small, but significant 
programs will make a difference to the 
everyday lives of  seniors in Newmarket 
and Aurora.  They also build on the 
previous funding announcements 
to build more capacity in home and 
community care programs that deliver 

nursing and therapy services.
There are over two million seniors 

in Ontario and that number is 
expected to grow to 4.5 million over 
the next 20 years.

Overwhelmingly, seniors who are 
able have indicated they want to stay 
in their homes for as long as possible.  
Isolation is one of  the issues that is of  
grave- concern for those of  us who 
have an elder living independently.  
That is why we have decided to invest 
more in the seniors’ active living 
centres. 

We have two tremendous facilities 
locally – the Aurora and the 
Newmarket Seniors’ Centres.  They 
are both at capacity for programs now 
and I look forward to any opportunities 
to help expand these services.  There 
is an increasing demand for additional 
services.

For example, I recently spoke 
with a group working to establish a 
Chinese seniors active living centre 
in Newmarket.  For many seniors in 
this community, language is a barrier 
and isolation is a concern.  The 
town is working with them and it is 
encouraging that these groups are 
continuing to conduct programs such 
as Tai Chi and walking on a volunteer 
basis.  I support their efforts to grow 
and offer more.

We have heard a lot about those 
who need home and community care. 
While not everyone needing service 
is a senior, a significant portion of  
them are.  We know that in many 

cases, just a little supportive care can 
make the difference in maintaining an 
independent lifestyle.  For those who 
need nursing services and/or therapy 
this is good news indeed.

Everyone should be concerned 
though about those who are too frail to 
continue living independently.  While 
not everyone needing, or in, long-
term care is a senior, the population 
is primarily seniors and their level of  
medical need is getting more severe 
every year.

Minister Sousa specifically 
emphasized in the budget a 
commitment to developing 5,000 
more beds in the next four years and 
a total of  30,000 beds over the next 
10 years. This is what the sector has 
been asking for and what is needed.  
However, we now need to encourage 
those long-term care operators to 
come on board and bring forward 
their plans for accessing these new 
beds.

My family and I have some serious 
discussions ahead of  us on how we 
continue to support my mother and 
keep her safe.  I’m sure these are 
discussions and decisions a lot of  you 
have already had, or are planning to 
do so soon.  I’d like to see us turn our 
attention to transit challenges that 
face seniors, dental programs and 
how we can build more community 
support.

Did you know that over 10 per 
cent of  the population of  Newmarket 
is over the age of  65?  More recent 
figures for Aurora tell us that over 15 
per cent of  the population is over 65 
years old?  This is the generation that 
built Ontario and our towns.  I am 
pleased to be part of  a government 
that recognizes, and is committed, to 
support them as much as possible.

As always, I invite you to contact me on 
any issue. Please call my community office 
at 905-750-0019, or visit my website at 
www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: 
cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

The Big Day

Senior Care

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

VIEW FROM 
QUEENS PARK

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL

   

R
E

S
U

LT
S

 
T

O
 D

A
T

E
A

P
R

IL
 3

, 2
0
1
8

YES  NO   UNSURE

40%
YES NO

60% 3%
UNSURE

Ratepayers clarify 
stance on Stable 
Neighbourhoods study

In order to clarify any 
misunderstanding of  our position 
on the Stable Neighbourhoods 
Study, we write this with the agreed 
understanding that we are not against 
the building of  new homes.

We recognize that the demolition of  
existing homes that are not structurally 
sound or too small to make way for 
new homes that can accommodate 
modern needs is an important part of  
revitalization and growth.

We are, however, asking for specific 
bylaws that encourage new builds to 
respect the scale and character of  
homes within the neighbourhood. In 
addition, we are also asking that any 
new development seeks to enhance the 
established neighbourhood character 
rather than overpower existing homes 
or cause an undue adverse impact to 
the neighbourhood.

On February 28, the public gave 
much input in support of  Councillor 
Gartner’s motion to change the 
building bylaws so “they reflect the 
Official Plan” and protect Stable 
Neighbourhoods from “incompatible 
forms of  development.”

The public took the opportunity 
to express what differentiated the 
compatible from the incompatible. We 
recognize that in order to stay vibrant 
and relevant, every area needs to 
encourage growth and vitality through 
renovation and construction. But just 
like other areas of  Town, we want 
guidelines to control how this happens.

Currently, we are not satisfied with 
the lack of  conformity with the Official 
Plan that allows for incompatibility 
within the current context. Simply 
put, we would like to see all new 
construction that respects the scale 
and character of  neighbourhood.

Through a designation of  Stable 
Neighbourhoods, we want policies 
that encourage building that is 
sympathetic to and maintains the 
existing neighbourhood context. It is 
laid out in the Official Plan of  Aurora; 
Section 8.1.1-4. It was “written to 
direct change in accordance with 
Provincial and York Region Policy” 
approved by the Region and Council 
in 2011.

It is our hope that the Building 
Department will provide relevant 
information that will support the 
Plan and will result in a new set of  
bylaws to guide development that will 
understand and respect our Stable 
Neighbourhoods going forward. 

Subsequently, it is our hope that 
with the study and our continued 
involvement, the Mayor and Council 
will continue to inform themselves 
towards a better understanding of   
our neighbourhoods and what makes 
them unique and valuable not only to 
us but to the identity of  our Town in 
general. Only then can we expect you 
to write new bylaws that encourage 
compatible development.

It is our hope that builders that 
respect our community will continue 
to see the value in building here and 
those that don’t will be inspired to do 
better through the implementation 
of  bylaws that are consistent with the 
Official Plan of  Aurora and protect 
our Stable Neighbourhoods as stated 
therein.

Town Park Area  
Resident Rate Payers Association 

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

Spring Skating Carnivals!

On April 11, 1978, these youngsters (988.13.61n)  
were preparing to showcase their figure skating skills  
at the Aurora Community Centre. We can’t help but  

wonder how the costumes have changed 40 years later.  
Good luck to all skaters!

Do you think the voting  
age should be lowered  

from 18 to 16?

“It’s a big day today.”
“I’ll say. May 16, 1853. The day the 

first steam train rolled into our little 
hamlet. People will talk about this for 
years to come.”

The two men stood at the edge of  
a small crowd gathered just south of  
Wellington Street east of  Yonge. The 
assembly continued to grow as more 
people arrived both on horseback and 
on foot. There was a definite sense of  
expectation and excitement in the air.

“I never thought it would happen,” 
Sam observed. “But I guess now that 
our community’s so large - there must be 
200 people living here - it was inevitable 
that the railroad would come.”

“There’ll be more than 200 soon 
with a train coming through once a 
week. Why, in no time, we could even 
formally be declared a village!”

“You know,” Charles pointed out, 
“they say it’s only supposed to take two 
hours to get here from Toronto.”

“Two hours!?” Sam exclaimed. “It 
takes a whole day by stage!”

“Mind you, the train it does cost a 
dollar, so it’s not inexpensive.”

Looking around the forested area 
surrounding the station, Charles 
continued, “I guess soon this whole area 
will be settled. I hear old Robert Machell 
has already started subdividing this part 

of  his land to sell off  lots around here.”
“Makes sense,” Sam replied. “People 

and goods coming and going. Who 
wouldn’t want to be right next to it all?  
Living way over west of  Yonge, the way 
I do, I may even consider pullin’ up 
stakes and settling down here myself.”

Pulling the brim of  his hat down 
to further shade his eyes, and turning 
to look south along the newly-laid 
track, Charles asked with anticipation, 
“When’s it supposed to arrive?”

“Well, of  course, it’s the first time 
it’s made this journey, but I think it’s 
expected around noon,” his friend 
replied. Taking out and consulting his 
pocket watch, he continued, “It’s about 
that time now.”

Sure enough, in the distance a puff  
of  smoke could be seen above the trees.  
Over the next few minutes, it steadily 
grew in size, until the train itself  became 

visible.  
The pride of  the Ontario, Simcoe 

and Huron Railroad Company, it 
carried both passengers and freight, 
and was five cars long, including the 
engine. With its obvious power, and the 
sun gleaming off  of  the polished metal, 
it was an impressive sight.

With a reassuring hiss of  steam the 
big train neared the station.  A cheer 
went up from the crowd, and everyone 
pushed for a better view.

Suddenly, just before the train came 
to a stop as it reached Wellington, a loud 
screech emitted from it. A few horses 
reared, and many of  those gathered 
covered their ears.

“Tarnation, what was that?!” Sam 
exclaimed, with a wince.

“Train whistle,” his friend replied, 
wiggling a finger in his ear. “Knew it 
was comin’, but never thought it would 
be so loud.” 

“Well, that better not be a regular 
thing,” Sam replied. Looking around, 
he continued, “You know, I may 
rethink moving here. Can you imagine 
having to listen to that racket?”

“I’ll say,” Charles agreed. “And once 
a week, at that. Folks would complain.”

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between 
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be 
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students 
develop valuable skills, including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and 
presentation

• design, invent and problem 
solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as 

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 14 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

INQUIRE NOW 
FOR GRADE 6 & GRADE 9 

ENTRY YEARS

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  

Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory 
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON 

905-895-1700 ext. 259  |  admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 

Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

report on what other municipalities 
– like Markham – have put in place 
in order to minimize their own risk, 
as well as why other communities 
that have voted against anti-whistling 
measures, decided to put up with the 
noise rather than take on liability. 

Staff  recommended Council carry 
out the anti-whistling measures in 
the face of  rapidly increasing train 

service on Metrolinx’s Barrie – 
Toronto corridor.

Once Ontario completes its plans 
to expand GO Train service, Aurora 
commuters can expect 18 trains 
coming through in the first half  of  the 
day and a further 18 in the balance. 

That’s a lot of  whistling, agreed 
Council members, but what to do 
about it was a different story.

“Since I have been around, residents 

have been asking about whistle 
cessation,” said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner. “By 2025, the Province says 
we’re going to have them every seven 
minutes. Think about that: there are 
going to be whistles blowing every 
seven minutes and residents were 
complaining about these whistles 
when they were blowing every half  
hour. When I lived on Walton, the 
whistle was like an alarm clock for me 
in the morning.”

Councillor Gaertner said she did 
not agree with the motion to delay, 
which stemmed from the previous 
week’s General Committee, to let the 
next Council deal with it, but more 
information was needed.

“There is a liability issue, there is 
an insurance issue, so I would like to 
know how Barrie and Markham are 
handling it because I think, at the end 
of  the day, our residents want this but 
I am not sure they want it if  it has 
such a liability issue. We need to be 
fair to our residents and give them 
more information.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said 
he agreed that the issue of  whistling 
is only going to become worse as 
train service improves, but he could 
not get past the fact that proceeding 
with anti-whistling measures would 
mean Aurora would shoulder 100 per 
cent of  the burden “if, god forbid, 
anything terrible happens.” This was 
a view bolstered by Town Solicitor 
Patricia De Sario, who advised 
against Council taking on the risk, 
describing the liability as “huge.”

“That is the stumbling block we’re 
at,” said Councillor Thompson. “I 
wish at some point we could work 
with Metrolinx and the Region and 
other stakeholders to address this 
issue and find some middle ground 
where we can move forward. I 
struggle with the fact while something 
needs to be done, at the same time, 
it could potentially put the Town at 

significant risk. You see stories about 
how airplanes have these terrible 
landings and the passengers all sue 
the airliner. The same thing could 
happen. All the passengers on that 
massive Metrolinx train could end up 
suing Metrolinx which, in turn, is our 
responsibility.”

Of  a similar view was Councillor 
Tom Mrakas, who said while he was 
in favour of  getting more information, 
if  the next report said the risk would 
be the same he would not support 
advancing the idea.

“If  the information comes back 
and it still opens us up to the same 
level of  risk and the same level of  
liability, I still won’t be in favour of  
it,” he said. “I think it is insane to put 
the Town at that much risk. I have 
no problem [with a report] because I 
agree it is an issue [we need to] look 
at, but if  the risk comes back at the 
same level, it’s a no for me.”

Councillor John Abel, on the 
other hand, offered a different view, 
stating the core issue was still going 
unaddressed.

“We have an opportunity,” he 
said. “We’re passing it along to the 
next Council. I appreciate there is a 
liability, but I understand that if  there 
are other municipalities doing the 
same thing, I am wondering if  AMO 
(the Association of  Municipalities of  
Ontario) can offer some background 
information for us and the public to 
understand how municipalities are 
dealing with it and can help guide 
our decisions going forward. 

“This is something that is not going 
to go away. It is going to become more 
and more of  an issue. We should be 
acknowledging it and perhaps taking 
some advancing and getting more 
information when the opportunity 
comes. I appreciate the reservation 
with legality and exposing ourselves 
to risk, but why are some other 
municipalities doing it?”

Ongoing safety, liability issues stymie anti-whistling measures
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Richmond Hill’s co-ed, JK-12 independent 
day school, nestled in the Oak Ridges 

Moraine at 11300 Bayview Avenue. 
Admissions: 905-737-1115

HTS.ON.CA/TAKEATOUR

Our students discover that they are valued members of 
our community and of the greater world. Join us at our 
next Open House and see for yourself. Give us two hours 
and we’ll give you a lifetime in return.

Visit HTS.ON.CA/TAKEATOUR for details.

Join us for our Open House
Wednesday, April 11, 2018  10:00am–12:00pm

Can’t make this date? 
Book a Tuesday Tour, 9:00am–11:00am 

MORE THAN
A SCHOOL
WE INSPIRE Confidence

Councillors tangle over booze bill entertaining 
Canadian Food & Wine Institute

By Brock Weir

Niagara College’s Canadian 
Institute of  Food & Wine is set to 
soon bring its viniculture expertise 
to Aurora, but a dinner held before 
Council inked its agreement to 
transform the Aurora Armoury into 
a satellite campus of  the college has 
one Councillor seeing red.

Last week, Councillor John Abel 
took Council to task for a $2,500 tab 
picked up by the office of  Aurora’s 
CAO to entertain College officials 
prior to a December General 
Committee meeting.

While Councillor Abel said he 
had issue not only with the bar tab 
– which amounted to $395 of  the 
total bill – but also with the fact a 
majority of  Council members were 
at the dinner, others cried foul over 
his objections, noting that Councillor 
Abel himself  participated in part of  
the proceedings. 

“I asked [under] New Business of  
General Committee that [CAO Doug 
Nadorozny] that Council, members 
of  the ELT (Executive Leadership 
Team) along with Niagara College 
attended a dinner prior to the General 
Committee meeting of  December 
5 and asked him for the amount of  
the bill,” said Councillor Abel. “I 
did attend, I did consume a glass of  
water and I met with every attendee 
at Niagara College and spoke with 
each for about five minutes, but I did 
not stay for dinner. I went home and 
got ready for the General Committee 
meeting.

“What was most [concerning 
is] that there is the consumption 
of  alcohol paid by the taxpayers 
and also members were consuming 
before coming to a Committee and, 
most alarmingly, it was in a secluded 

room with five members of  Council 
prior to an agenda item with Niagara 
College.”

Several Council members at last 
week’s meeting raised their respective 
eyebrows to what Mayor Dawe called 
Councillor Abel’s “insinuations,” 
prompting him to go further. 

“$395 was consumed in alcohol 
and that would represent, on average, 
maybe two drinks per person that 
was in attendance; it’s an average,” 
Councillor Abel continued, before 
tackling the second issue. “What I am 
really concerned about is we were in 
a secluded area with five Councillors 
and an agenda item. We learned 
from procedural…you have to guard 
against being in an area with five 
Councillors and taking on the course 
of  business. If  you are going to go 
to restaurants, five at a time, be at 
an open place, publically, where you 
were seen.”

Those individuals sitting around 
the Council table last week took 
issue with his arguments, particularly 
the accusation that business might 
have been advanced behind closed 
doors, particularly with between 
Councillors Abel and Paul Pirri who 

exchanged a heated volley. 
“I was there and I left,” said 

Councillor Abel.
“You were there,” countered 

Councillor Pirri. “You ventured in.”
“That’s fine,” replied Councillor 

Abel. “I am not defending myself, I 
am just saying that, optically, that is 
not a good thing to do and I left.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, 
jumping into the debate, stated 
there was “nothing wrong” with 
Councillors “getting together” as a 
group.

“What is not okay is materially 
advancing the Town’s business,” 
he said. “We often get together at 
events, the Santa Claus parade, 
different fundraising functions, and 
what we can’t do is materially advance 
the Town’s business. Let’s be clear on 
that one.”

Councillor Thompson asked Mr. 
Nadorozny to expand on the email 
he sent to Councillors in response 
to Councillor Abel’s request for the 
numbers. 

“While our policies do not allow 
staff  to individually expense alcohol 
as part of  a meal claim, it is customary 
and appropriate to allow for modest 
alcohol expense to be covered as 
part of  a hospitality or economic 

development event,” said Mr. 
Nadorozny. “Given the significance 
of  this partnership and the fact it 
is a partnership with the Canadian 
Food & Wine Institute, I felt it was 
appropriate to include alcohol in the 
event as a gesture of  good hospitality. 
As for the gathering of  Council, there 
are many times where all of  Council 
is in a room other than this room 
(Council Chambers) and I think it is 
only when the business of  the Council 
is moved forward in material ways that 
people would and ought to object.”

The CAO’s Office, he added, 
has a Council approved budget of  
$7,000 allocated for receptions and 
hospitality.

“There are many events hosted in 
the Skylight Gallery that Council has 
been a part of, where alcohol has been 
served, and it has been paid for by the 
Town,” said Councillor Thompson. 
“The one that comes to mind is the 
inauguration, which Councillor Abel 
and myself  have both been to on two 
occasions. Alcohol was served and paid 
for by the Town. Certainly if  anybody 
does not agree with that policy, they 
have a right to put forward a notice 
of  motion that can be changed. 
That has been the policy since we’ve  
been here.”

Given the significance  
of this partnership and 

the fact it is a partnership 
with the Canadian Food 
& Wine Institute, I felt 
it was appropriate to  

include alcohol in the event 
as a gesture of  
good hospitality
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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Green For Life makes $1 million gift to Hospice
By Brock Weir

Green for Life has donated $1 
million towards the completion of  
the Margaret Bahen Hospice, a 10-
bed residential hospice in Newmarket 

serving the residents of  York Region 
and South Simcoe.

The donation from the waste 
company (GFL), which has a branch 
based in Aurora, is billed as a gift that 
will have a “tremendous impact” on 
the community.

“GFL is proud to be a supporter 
of  the ‘love lives here’ Campaign to 
build the Margaret Bahen Hospice 
for York Region,” said Patrick 
Dovigi, President & CEO of  GFL 
Environmental Inc., in a statement. 
“We are all  touched by the struggle 
of  families coping with end-of-life 
care and understand the significant 
difference that the Hospice can make 
to those families. We are committed 
to working with community partners 
that have a positive impact on the 
communities we serve.”

The 10-bed residential hospice 
on Newmarket’s Queen Street has 
served as a home base for over 60 
patients and their families since it 
first opened its doors in November. 
It is designed to provide a home-
like environment with round-the-
clock medical and emotional care to 
support patients at the end of  their 
life while, at the same time, taking 
much of  the burden off  loved ones. 

“This project truly has been a 
labour of  love for Southlake over the 
past several years,” said President & 
CEO of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre Foundation, Susan Mullin. 
“As a campaign that was one hundred 
per cent community-funded, this 
facility would simply not have been 
possible without the tremendous 
passion, dedication and outstanding 
generosity of  everyone involved.”

Speaking to The Auroran following 
the donation announcement, 
Ms. Mullin said the Foundation 
connected with GFL through 
Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen 
and conversations began this past 
September. The donation was set 
later that fall but the work has just 
been finalized.

“The donation was to the hospice 
overall, and that is one of  the things 
we appreciated about the gift: they 
allowed us the flexibility to use it on 
the Hospice campaign as we needed 
it,” she said. “At the end of  the day, it 
was about the construction primarily 
and we continue to support as 
the hospice gets up and running 
operations over the first three years 
so we can help them get kicked off  in 
a good stead. We were talking about 

construction and the ability to deliver 
the hospice building itself  so patients 
and families have a space where they 
can enjoy the final moments of  their 
lives together. 

“One could say it’s sad, but it is not. 
60 families have had the opportunity 
to really have a really special, well 
cared for end of  life for their loved 
ones and in an environment that 
supports that holistic living until the 
end. That is really what the residential 
hospice is about. It is about saying to 
people you get to be the brother, the 
wife, the daughter, not the caregiver. 
You come to the hospital and you be 
the loved one’s loved one and that’s 
what you focus on through those 
final weeks or days.”

The Southlake Foundation will 
continue seeking donors for the 
hospice, but with Better Living 
operating the Hospice itself, Ms. 
Mullin says they will go a bit quieter 
on that front and also focus on the 
Southlake community as a whole. 

“From a Foundation perspective, 
we continue to have really high 
priority needs about replacing 
equipment at the hospital and many 
people really aren’t aware that 
the government doesn’t fund the 
replacement of  equipment,” she 
said. “We put in a new MRI machine, 
and that was thanks to donor dollars 
over the last number of  years. We 
are looking at replacing beds. The 
government doesn’t pay for that.

“We rely on the community to help 
us in that way and we also had recent 
good news that we will be expanding 
the number of  mental health beds at 
the hospital and we’re excited about 
that, but there is a requirement then 
for what the government calls local 
share and we will be coming back to 
the community to help us support 
the expansion of  the mental health 
beds, which are really critical for us. 
We have patients with psychiatric 
challenges who are currently having 
a hard time getting a bed, so they stay 
in our emergency department much 
longer than they should, and we 
know we have to expand our services 
– 12 new beds in mental health will 
be one of  our priorities.”

Women of Infl uence (WIN) Luncheon 
Join Us: Tuesday, April 10 at Urban Park Playland, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm.

Vote Prosperity: 2018 Ontario Election Focus on Business Candidate Discussion-
Join Us: Save the Date! May 16, 2018.

Learn More & Register:   www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events
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Connecting Business
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Grow, Exit or Step Back with Guest Speaker John Hotson

Join Us: Wednesday, April 11 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 
This event is proudly sponsored by York Small Business Enterprise Centre (YSBEC). 

Visit: www.aurorachamber.on.ca for event registration and details. 
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Advocate accepts award in name of anonymous 
hero who gave her life

By Brock Weir

Arlene Lindsay may have taken 
home the award, but she didn’t accept 
it just for herself  – she also accepted it 
on behalf  of  a man she never got the 
chance to know but who nevertheless 
gave her the gift of  life.

Ms. Lindsay, a long-time local 
advocate for organ donation, received 
an Advocates in Action Award last week 
from the Trillium Gift of  Life Network, 
a non-profit agency of  the Ontario 
Government to support organ and 
tissue donation across the Province.

“It was a great honour and it means 
our group, the York Region Gift of  Life 
group, has worked really hard and we 
couldn’t do it without them,” says Ms. 
Lindsay. “Our group is made up of  
dedicated volunteer advocates, donor 
families, people waiting for transplants, 
living donors, transplant recipients and 
people who are just really interested in 
sharing the importance of  organ and 
tissue donor awareness.”

Ms. Lindsay is a 25-year recipient of  
a liver donation.

When she was fresh out of  high 
school, Ms. Lindsay was thrilled to get 
out into the world and start the job she 
had secured for herself  the Monday 
after graduation.

“I wanted to get this new adventure 
started, but I never did get there,” she 
says. “A few days before my job was 
about to begin, out of  nowhere, the 
whites of  my eyes were yellow, I had no 
energy, I was so weak, I couldn’t even lift 
my head off  the pillow. Even my urine 
was extremely bright and those are all 
signs of  something not right inside.”

She was hospitalized for several weeks 
for what was thought to be hepatitis and 
a hospital stay was followed by several 
weeks of  bed rest at home.

But life, as it does, continued on – 

and in Arlene’s case, it continued on 
normally for the next 20 years, bar a 
couple of  hospital visits here and there.

She got a job, continued to work, 
married and had children, but over 30 
years her disease – properly diagnosed 
as autoimmune hepatitis – progressed 
to the point where she needed a new 
liver.

“I was told I had to have a transplant 
or I was going to die,” she says. “I was 
freaking out, I had never met a person 
who has had a transplant and I wasn’t 
getting any better. I remember writing 
heartfelt letters of  love and wishes for 
my kids in case I didn’t make it and that 
was really hard. But it has been 25 years 
since my liver transplant and, without 
it, I would never have met my fabulous 
grandchildren!”

All Ms. Lindsay knows about her 
donor, the man who made that possible, 
is that he was in his 40s with three young 
children, and that he lost his life in a car 
accident.

He probably didn’t think much when 
he signed his name to his donor card, 
but today there is no doubt in Ms. 
Lindsay’s mind – “He is my hero. Every 
day I am grateful for him.”

With this gratitude in mind, Ms. 
Lindsay has dedicated herself  to the 
cause.

“Life really is precious and we should 
never take it for granted because this 
could happen to any man, woman or 
child,” she explains. “There are over 
1,500 people waiting for a transplant, 
including men, women and children. 
Everybody has the power to help make 
a difference. It is very simple: you 
take the cell phone in one hand, go 
to beadonor.ca, and take your health 
card in the other hand and within two 
minutes you’re a donor. 

“Some people think they are too 
old to register or that their organs 
aren’t work giving to anybody. That is 

definitely not true because the oldest 
organ donor was over 90 years old and 
the oldest tissue donor was 102! That 
is amazing. It really works. There are 
some people who say transplants don’t 
work, but I am living proof  that it does 
– and so are the rest of  the people who 
are here today to talk about it.”

And talk about it she does, along 
with other members of  York Region 
Gift of  Life, who travel not only around 
York Region, but to various parts of  
the province through Trillium to share 
their stories, spread the word, and sign 
up potential heroes. 

“Just do it,” she says. “Don’t put it off. 
Every three days someone dies waiting 

for an organ transplant. It is very, very 
important that we just don’t say, yeah, 
we’ll do it but to actually go in and do 
it. It takes two minutes to actually do it. 

“One organ donor can save up to eight 
lives and enhance as many as 75 others 
through tissue donations. That says an 
awful lot. The most important thing to 
do is tell your family. It is important to 
discuss it and talk about it because we’re 
all going to get there one day. I have a 
shirt that says, ‘Please don’t take your 
organs to heaven. Heaven knows we 
need them here.’ We recycle everything 
else, why not parts of  ourselves, if  it is 
going to help somebody? You could be 
a hero!”

Arlene Lindsay received her award for her long-time dedication to organ donor awareness.

 Supplied photo
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Art with Heart brings out the colours of life
By Brock Weir 

During her recovery on the road to 
mental wellness, Liza Cadawas found 
she was having a hard time expressing 
herself.

She felt “stalled” and at a crossroads, 
but once she found some paints and a 
few pencil crayons in hand, she felt a 
new world opening up to her and that 
roadblock to self-expression slowly 
lifting away. 

The results of  this journey – and the 
work of  many other members of  the 
Canadian Mental Health Association’s 
Art Therapy program – can now be 
found on the wall of  the Aurora Public 
Library’s Colleen Abbot Gallery in the 
exhibition “Art with Heart.”

The Aurora-based Canadian Mental 
Health Association’s “Art with Heart” 
group captures the power of  paint, 
pastels and various other media in the 
work they do to aid recovery – and it is 
all captured in the vivid and expressive 
show.

“I found in the group I didn’t really 
have to say much,” recalls Liza. “I was 

given some paint, some pencil crayons 
and very simple directives and I could 
put myself  right into the art itself. I 
am not an artist, I had never done this 
before, but when I started two years ago 
I thought it was so much easier for me 
to draw – even abstract – to express 
myself, express the feeling I was having, 
the thoughts that were hard for me to 
speak into the work. That is what drew 
me to the group and what made me stay 
with the group.”

Once she began expressing herself  
artistically, Liza says she felt “very 
clear.” She didn’t feel constrained in any 
way and, at the same time, she felt very 
encouraged by the group as a whole. 

“I surprised myself  every week,” 
says Liza of  what she created. “From 
my perspective, it is surprising that 
I feel more like an artist than when I 
first started. I think that has been the 
feedback from everyone else, that 
I might have some kind of  artistic 
creativity I didn’t know was there.

“Self-esteem is always an issue for 
me and I think that my own personal 
self-esteem has definitely increased and 
has been built up through this regular 

group alone, really and truly because 
of  the encouragement in the group, the 
ability to just freely express and not be 
worried about what anyone is going to 
say about it.”

Within the program, there are 
opportunities for members of  the 
group to share their work and provide 
feedback on what the others have 
created. You are able to do so as 
you feel comfortable, but it is never 
something that is forced. Liza says 
participants have the ability to share 
how a particular instructor’s directive 
was interpreted on the canvas or paper 
and see how others are interpreting the 
same. 

“You have the ability to share how 
you interpreted it, and there’s feedback 
on what everyone else might see, how 
my particular process has changed, 
or something that looks completely 
different from what I intended,” she 
says.

Liza is showing two pieces in the 
Library show. The first is one created 
around the idea of  how she sees 
herself  as a person, with the words “I 
Am” very much front and centre. It an 
illustration of  how she has started to 
develop a better sense of  who she is – 
“I am a little bit more powerful than 
I thought I was, I am more expressive 
than I thought I was” – and a second 

piece, also exploring the issue of  
self-esteem, inspired by the work of  
Vincent Van Gogh. 

Van Gogh, she says, wanted to prove 
his art was worth something to the 
world and, through Liza’s own work, 
she is proving her worth to herself.

“I just want people to have a feeling,” 
she says of  how she would like her own 
art interpreted. “It doesn’t have to be 
someone who struggles with mental 
wellness, it can be anybody who needs 
any type of  healing. It is important to 
show just how healing it can be and 
how important it is for our recovery 
and our journey to recovery. It has 
helped and it helps us express ourselves 
again in ways that are sometimes hard 
to speak.

“If  someone is looking for a form of  
therapy that might be a bit different for 
them, give it a try. You don’t have to 
be an artist, obviously, and you don’t 
have to know anything about form, 
line, or any of  those artistic things. It 
can be a safe space for someone. The 
environment is just so supportive and 
I think that’s what helps us so much.”

The “Art with Heart” exhibition is now on 
at the Aurora Public Library through April 15. 
For more information on the Canadian Mental 
Health Association and the services it provides 
in the community, including art therapy, visit 
www.cmha.ca. 

Participants in the “Art with Heart” exhibition, now on at the Aurora Public Library, attend 
the exhibition’s grand opening. 

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Public Library

EVERY RUG HAS A STORY – Artist Karen Seales is pictured with a quilt started by her mother, 
Edna Omar, which takes pride of place in “Hooked on Tradition,” the ongoing exhibition 
featuring works by the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild, now on at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
through April 28. “Every rug has a story,” say exhibitors. “Edna Omar, a long-time member 
of the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild worked on a rug of this design and donated it to the 
Hooked Museum of North America in Hubbards, NS. She loved the design and started another 
rug. She passed on before she could finish it, so her friends at the guild finished it for her.”

 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Last chance to explore history of one of Aurora’s 
founding businesses

By Brock Weir

It might be a safe bet to wager there 
haven’t been that many members of  
the Fleury family in Aurora for the 
better part of  a century, but local 
heritage came full circle last fall as 
generations of  one of  the Town’s 
founding families gathered to open 
The Plow in the Crest.

Named for the image of  the 
iconic Fleury Park in The Town of  
Aurora’s official emblem, The Plow 
in the Crest is the name of  the latest 
exhibition hosted by the Aurora 
Museum & Archives and curated by 
Ann, David and Bill Fleury, great-
great grandchildren of  the founders 
of  the Fleury Implement Works. 

Launched last fall, it is set to close 
to the public this Sunday, April 8.

Featuring a wide array of  products 
produced by the agricultural 
implement works, now home to 
Bacon Basketware on Wellington 
Street West, as well as artefacts saved 
from Inglehurst, the family’s Yonge 
Street mansion, bulldozed in the 
1980s and now owned  by Our Lady 
of  Grace Church, the exhibit charts 
a century of  farming innovation that 
occurred right here in Aurora.

“This exhibit has been in the 
works for about two years since Bill 
and David showed up wanting to 
see a Fleury bible that had been 
given to Herbert by the employees,” 
said Shawna White, Curator of  the 
Aurora Museum & Archives at last 

November’s opening. “It didn’t even 
look like it had been opened at all! 
And… there was nothing there.”

Nevertheless, the Fleurys were on 
a quest to fill in the blanks in their 
own family’s history, and this blank, 
un-cracked bible was just one of  
many springboards prompting them 
to plough ahead and get the job done.

2,600 compiled pages of  family 
history later, the results – condensed, 
of  course – are now up on the walls 
of  the Church Street School for all 
to see.

“It is a thrill for Ann, David and 
me to be here and to work with 
Shawna and Michelle [Johnson] on 
this project,” said Bill at the exhibit 
launch. “We are delighted to be here 
today as those lucky witnesses in 
the pioneering manufacturer Joseph 
Fleury, the successor, our great uncle 
Herbert Fleury, and in our gifted 
sportsman, craftsman, and lawyerly 
grandfather Billy, as he was known. 
It is a good story of  innovation and 
service to Aurora, so today is a very 
joyous homecoming for us.”

Speaking before a packed house of  
family and friends – some of  whom 
had flown in from various parts of  
the United States for the occasion, 
Bill gave his appreciation to the Town 
for supporting the project, as well as 
local historians like Jacqueline Stuart 
and John McIntyre, who paved the 
way for them. Thanks too went to 
Ms. White and Ms. Johnson for 
their “professional, thorough and 
imaginative work.”

“Shawna saw that the recipe of  
something worthwhile could be 
created by combining what the 
Aurora Museum Collection has with 
material our family had squirreled 
away – and we had never seen it by the 
time our dad passed away in 1983,” 
said Bill. “We rescued it and over the 
past two years, we stirred hundreds 
of  hours of  archival and online 
research into the pot. The result, we 
hope, is a fresh and well -presented 
look at the Aurora agricultural works, 
its workers, its managers, its owners 
and its machinery in the context of  
what was going on in Aurora and 
Canada at the time. This project has 
been a labour of  love for our family 
and we have made wonderful new 
discoveries.”

Many branches of  the Fleury 
family tree were represented not 
only on the walls of  the exhibition, 
but also in the crowds who attended 
the opening. One such branch was 
represented by a seventh generation 
member of  the family, Emma 
Fleury, who spoke on behalf  of  her 
grandfather, Bruce, chair of  the 
Fleury Board.

“I am so excited to bear witness 
to this with all of  you today,” 
said Emma. “It is an amazing, 
unbelievable display put on by 
Shawna and Michelle and we are 
so touched you have taken such an 
interest in Fleury history and we are 
so proud of  our illustrious lineage. 
Thank you so much for doing this for 
the community so that this legacy can 

continue on. My grandfather helped 
me develop a passion for my Fleury 
family lineage. We have an illustrious 
history and so much of  it took place 
in this beautiful town of  Aurora.

“The tie that bonds this story 
together is Joseph Fleury Senior, who 
grew up in Lower Canada and in his 
teenage years, he travelled [to Upper 
Canada and met wife Mary and] 
they moved to Temperanceville, ON, 
where they had eleven sons, all of  
them blacksmiths, and it was Joseph 
Junior who opened a blacksmith 
shop on Wellington west of  Yonge 
Street. The partnership soured and 
he decided to branch off  and open 
a farm and plow implementation 
originally known as the Fleury 
Foundry, but eventually came to be 
known as J. Fleury and Sons.

“Nothing gives me greater pleasure 
than driving down a country road 
and seeing a Fleury Plow sitting on 
someone’s lawn. The Fleurys have a 
rich legacy and I feel bestowed with 
a great sense of  duty to continue to 
share our ancestors’ unique history. 
I promise I will continue to hold the 
torch.”

Once the exhibition closes early 
in the month ahead, however, that 
will not be the end of  the story. Once 
the artefacts are returned to storage 
or back to their owners, the Aurora 
Museum & Archives plans to publish 
a book on the history of  the Fleury 
Implement Works.

This book is slated for publication 
in 2019.
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Collaboration with school board is essential to 
tackle recreation crunch: advocates

By Brock Weir

Time is of  the essence to address 
shortfalls in Aurora’s recreation 
facilities, according to advocates, and 
Council agrees that a possible solution 
might be found on the current site of  
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School. 

Following a motion from Councillor 
Tom Mrakas last week, Aurora will 
be reaching out to the York Region 
District School Board whether or 
not there will be an opportunity to 
transform the current home of  Dr. 
G.W. Williams Secondary School on 
Dunning Avenue into a possible site 
for Aurora’s future multiuse sports 
facility once the school moves to 
Bayview Avenue in five years. 

As The Auroran reported last 
week, it is an option which already 
found support from Sport Aurora, an 
umbrella organization representing 
over 40 local sports clubs, but only 
received the ringing endorsement of  
Council last Tuesday night.

“I think this is an opportunity for 
us to explore with the York Region 
District School Board (YRDSB) the 
lands that currently house Dr. G.W. 
Williams,” said Councillor Mrakas. 
“We all know they will be moving, 
they stated that, and I think that [an] 
opportunity has presented itself  that 
we should explore and have those 
conversations to see what is available 
and what could happen.

“I think the last thing I would 
want to see happen [is the Board 
sell the land] and it get turned into a 

subdivision and I think the majority 
would not want to see that. When 
we’re in a deficit of  lands when it 
comes to our sports facilities, this is 
an opportunity to explore, have staff  
go out and have those conversations 
and find out if  the Board is willing to 
have those conversations. For all we 
know, the Board could say no.”

Once those conversations take 
place, and if  there is interest from the 
YRDSB, then community partners 
can be brought on board for deeper 
conversations, he said.

This was music to the ears of  Sport 
Aurora who delegated to Council 
earlier in the evening voicing their 
support both for Councillor Mrakas’ 
motion, as well as a similar motion 
from Mayor Geoff  Dawe calling for 
talks with the Board on collaboration 
on their new Bayview Avenue build. 

“Partnerships should not 
distract from the long-term goal 
of  a multisport facility, but rather 
compliment what is to be built in the 
future,” said Sport Aurora president 
Stephen Kimmerer. “We also believe 
the Town has an obligation to sport, 
recreation and this community to 
continue investigating land options 
for the multi-sport complex. We 
currently have facility deficits such 
as aquatics, gymnasium and field 
spaces. As our population grows to 
a predicted 90,000 residents, these 
deficits will only increase. Now that 
the proposed Bloomington site lands 
have stalled and its outcomes possibly 
awaiting the Provincial election and 
no guarantee a new government will 

release those lands, every option 
should be considered. Back-up plans 
need to be devised.

“However, Sport Aurora feels 
strongly that time is of  the essence. 
The demand is substantial and 
field, ice, gym and pool partners are 
struggling to grow their programs 
while the community demands are 
increasing. The multisport facility 
must remain a high priority and while 
we continue to investigate all options, 
any land solutions should be timely 
and steadfast.”

In the view of  Councillor Michael 
Thompson, the current home of  
Williams is a “key piece of  property” 
within Aurora and has always been 
of  interest and conversations are an 
important step in securing the land’s 
future.

“We have learned from our dealings 
with Highland Gate, Mavrinac and 
so forth that it is important to build 
that relationship with them and make 
sure we have an opportunity to talk 
with them about what is possible,” 
said Councillor Thompson. “I 
would rather be at the beginning 
of  the conversation than to find out 
the property has been sold to be 

developed [and it is] too late to get 
involved.”

Agreed Councillor Harold Kim: 
“I firmly support that we start the 
dialogue right now, and plant that 
seed, and let them know where we 
stand. It would be a great opportunity. 
Let’s do it now before someone else 
plants that seed.

While Mayor Geoff  Dawe pointed 
out that processes in place on the 
disposition of  properties like Williams 
means that Aurora would be kept in 
the loop on future opportunities, 
Councillor John Abel said visions for 
the site might go beyond sport.

“We have had the opportunity 
to have [the Hallmark lands] – we 
own a part of  it now and we could 
have had the whole building, but we 
weren’t prepared at that time,” he 
said. “Being prepared and having 
something going on beforehand 
allows you to move when the fire is 
hot. With Hallmark, we delayed for a 
second and the building sold right in 
front of  us. The idea of  G.W. Williams 
crossed our minds in 2013 when we 
were exploring a university campus 
and, working with Windsor, we talked 
about that as a potential spot.

“We have post-secondary visions, 
the expansion of  Niagara College 
would be perfect. We should keep 
our options open about what could 
be done in this facility. We could also 
have an incubator there because the 
building itself  is structurally sound, 
big and massive. The education system 
would be interested in partnering to 
help their budget moving forward.”

We have learned from our dealings 
with Highland Gate, Mavrinac and so 
forth that it is important to build that 

relationship with them and make sure 
we have an opportunity to talk with 

them about what is possible



THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 5, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, April 5, 2018Page  12             Page 13

Partnerships on new high school could lead to more 
community space

By Brock Weir

There is a “renewed level of  
enthusiasm and energy” between the 
Town and the York Region District 
School Board on possible partnerships 
on a new building when they move 
Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School 
to Bayview Avenue, according to 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe.

Following a motion from Mayor 
Dawe last week, Aurora will begin 
talks with the School Board (YRDSB) 
on possible partnership opportunities 
on community facilities as they 
begin the consultation and design 
process for a new Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School on Bayview at 
Borealis, which is expected to be 
completed in roughly five years. 

Mayor Dawe’s motion was one of  
two on last week’s Council agenda 
related to the Williams move, with 
the other from Councillor Tom 
Mrakas focusing on what should be 
done with the old school once the 
move is complete.

Speaking to his motion on the 
new build, Mayor Dawe said he is 
encouraged by the enthusiasm so far.

“Mr. Downey (Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Operations) has had 
multiple discussions with the Board, 
so…we have never taken an official 
stand to talk to the Boards,” he said. 
“[Partnerships] worked out very well 
with St. Maximilian Kolbe in terms 
of  that shared field, so I think there 
are some great synergies.”

Councillor Michael Thompson 
was similarly enthused over the 
possibilities.

“I am hopeful because I know it 
has been a conversation since I have 
been at this table coming to these 
sorts of  arrangements with the school 
boards, and using the facilities has 
been a challenge, so Mr. Downey has 
related to us on numerous occasions,” 
he said. “Hopefully when we work 
with them from the conception of  the 
proposed high school we are able to 
overcome those and take advantage 
of  it. It always made sense to utilize 
it to some degree, both for our own 
needs as well as theirs, so I will be in 
full support.”

Speaking in favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner said 
she already saw schools as “shared 
spaces” within the community.

“I would like to see all schools as 
shared spaces for the community, but 
here we have an opportunity to get in 
at the very beginning of  the process,” 
she said. “If  it could be a community 
space for families that live in this 
area, it would be very convenient for 
them to use the space and I would be 
all in favour of  that.”

Earlier in the evening, Sport 
Aurora expressed its support on 
collaboration, urging both motions 
to go forward.

“Population growth in Aurora is 
ahead of  past planning expectations. 
Demand for sport and recreation 
facilities is ever-increasing,” said 
Sport Aurora president Stephen 
Kimmerer. “When a family is 
looking for a place to live, schooling, 
sport and recreational opportunities 
are at the top of  their deciding list. 
Across Canada, activity levels are 
increasing as we address our health 
requirements. If  we want to promote 
ourselves as an attractive community 
then we must address these issues. If  
Aurora is to become the most active 
community in Canada we need 
facilities.

“Sport Aurora supports community 
partnership opportunities and will 
aid in securing additional sports 
facilities, gymnasiums, fields, ice 
pads, pools and ball diamonds. 
Partnerships with those such as the 
York Region District School Board 

have the ability to drive efficiencies 
and produce cost savings. It only 
makes sense that they should be 
investigated and considered.

“We are reminding you once again 
of  that. Sport Aurora will continue 
to support all initiatives to improve 

our recreational infrastructure. We 
encourage this Council and any future 
Council to continue to participate in 
positive dialogue and work with us to 
develop sport and recreational spaces 
– and programs – for all residents of  
Aurora.”

Sport Aurora will continue  
to support all initiatives to im-

prove our recreational  
infrastructure. We encourage 
this Council and any future 

Council to continue to 
participate in positive dialogue
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I wanted to take this opportunity to 
give you a sense of  my responsibilities 
as your Member of  Parliament.

Aurora-Oak Ridges 
Richmond Hill

The most important role of  a 
Member of  Parliament is to represent 
their constituents in Ottawa, and 
to discussproposed policies and 
legislationwithour community. To 
have these conversations, I host town 
halls, with our next one less than two 
weeks away. I look forward to seeing 
you at “Exchanging Ideas with 
Your Member of  Parliament” on 
Saturday, April 7 at Richmond 
Green Secondary School (1 
William F. Bell Pkwy, Richmond Hill, 
Ontario) from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. to listen, engage, and envision 
what our country can become!

I also work in the constituency to 
help individuals in our community 
with specific issues or inquiries they 
have with federal government services 
such as old age security, passports, visas, 
or government funding, as examples.

Ottawa 
When I’m in Ottawa, in addition to 

sitting in the House of  Commons and 
participating as we debate proposed 
legislation I also sit on two House of  
Commons Standing Committees: 
the Citizenship and Immigration 
Committee, and National Defence 
Committee. House of  Commons 
Committees are important because 
they allow smaller groups of  
Parliamentarians to examine various 
topics in depth and with more resources 
and provide advice to Government 
through reports.

Citizenship and  
Immigration Committee:

At the end of  February, I was 
appointed as a member of  the 
Standing Committee on Citizenship 
and Immigration. The Committee is 
currently examining the Immigration 
and Refugee Board’s Appointment, 
Training and Complaint process and 
we have heard from private and public 
sector experts, as well as academics 
throughout the study. Our next 
study will involve settlement services, 
including how the government is 
funding employment services and 
language training for newcomers to 
Canada.

National Defence Committee
I am honoured to serve as a 

member of  the National Defence 
committee, particularly because of  my 
background and experience serving 
in the Royal Canadian Air force, and 
working in the defence and security 
industry.

This Committee has undertaken 
studies on Canada’s Aerial Readiness, 
Canada’s Naval Readiness, and we 
are currently studying Canada’s 
involvement in NATO. As we face 

times of  unprecedented global 
instability, this study is shining light on 
the importance of  this alliance to our 
country, and of  Canada to the alliance. 
One aspect of  this study is Canada’s 
involvement in Cyber Security 
with NATO, and it is particularly 
relevant at this point in time given 
what’s happening in our world today. 
Because of  this expertise, I was asked 
to give a keynote presentation at the 
Canadian Conference on IT Audit 
and Governance titled “War is Waged 
Without Firing a Shot – The New 
Battleground of  Cyber Warfare.” Stay 
tuned as I will post the presentation on 
my website to provide you with more 
details!

What is a Caucus?
Members of  Parliament are also 

members of  Caucuses. A caucus is a 
group of  MPs who get together with 
colleagues who have similar interests 
and expertise to explore areas more 
in depth, meet with industry and 
other public sector groups, and advise 
government on particular courses 
of  action. Caucuses can be based 
upon geographical regions, interest 
based topics, or political parties. 
I am a member of  the National 
Liberal Caucus, Ontario Caucus, 
York Region Caucus, Rural Caucus, 
Pension Caucus, Seniors Caucus, 
Digital Innovation Caucus, and I am 
Chair of  the Aerospace Caucus which 
I initiated, to explore critical issues 
facing aviation and the aerospace 
industry in Canada.

NATO  
Parliamentary Association

Another key element of  
Parliament is our relationship with 
other parliamentarians around 
the world through International 
Parliamentary Associations. These 
allow parliamentarians from different 
countries to discuss and share ideas 
around issues facing each of  our 
countries. I am proud to be the Chair 
of  the Canadian NATO Parliamentary 
Association where I meet with 
parliamentarians from other 29 
NATO member countries including 
the US, Germany, France, UK, and 
discuss defence and security matter 
facing our countries today. We meet 
regularly and together as the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, we submit 
declarations to our governments and 
to NATO itself.

This briefing on the many roles of  
your Member of  Parliament is just 
that… brief ! If  you want to know 
more about what I do in Ottawa, in 
our community, or around the world, 
please contact me!

Email: Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.caPhone: 
905-773-8358, or drop into the office: 

12820 Yonge Street,  
suite 202, Richmond Hill.

Climate Change prompts 
question of whether 
Aurora is flood-ready

By Brock Weir

Climate change has brought some 
extreme weather to the recent years, 
whether it has been snow days on the 
rise or flooding on many of  Aurora’s 
streets after significant rainfall – now 
Council wants assurances that Aurora 
is truly flood ready. 

Council is calling on the Lake 
Simcoe Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA) to tell Council whether they 
are “revising any of  their assumptions” 
about local flood plains as climate 
continues to evolve while, at the same 
time, carrying out an inventory on 
local dams and flood control measures 
in older parts of  Aurora to ensure they 
are ready to cope with heavy rainfall.

The decision follows a motion 
from Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
who said the Insurance Bureau of  
Canada expects a “severe flood event 
somewhere in Canada every two 
to three weeks between April and 
October.”

“I have concerns and we have a 
responsibility to the community to 
make sure that we are as prepared as 
we can be for climate change and this 
motion speaks to that,” said Councillor 
Gaertner. “It is asking for a report…
with respect to the conditions of  our 
flood control measures, whether new 
buildings in the old part of  Town 
is going to require any additional 
amendments to that and identify work 
throughout Town that needs remedial 
or new capital work – and just what 
this is going to cost us so we can be 
prepared and not be caught short.”

The motion, she said, was timely 
as it came in the same meeting 
where Council approved the 2018 
water budget which, as The Auroran 
reported last week, includes revised 
rates for water, wastewater and 
stormwater. 

Last week’s report indicated that the 
municipality might not be collecting 
enough money in stormwater billings 
“to ensure the long-term viability of  
the system,” she said. 

“My motion is about being ready 
with respect to climate change and 
adapting to accommodate it,” said 
Councillor Gaertner. “In our case, 
I think a lot of  the adaptation and 
preparedness has to do with flooding. 
There are two parts to that: one, is 
there enough money in our capital 
reserves for major restoration work 
and have we adequately planned 
out what will be required for capital 
investments.

“The second is the maintenance of  
the system and have we got adequate 
funding to maintain it? I would just 
like…whoever is sitting on Council in 
the future, to be able to say to residents 
that we are prepared and we are going 
to do the best we can for you.”

Council was supportive of  the 
motion, but some had some minor 
reservations. 

Councillor Michael Thompson, 
for instance, said while he supported 
the motion he wanted to make sure it 
was not duplicating work that already 
exists in Aurora’s Asset Management 
Plan, as that too addresses risks in 

infrastructure and remedial work that 
might need to be carried out.

While Town Treasurer Dan Elliott 
said the Plan does speak to these 
conditions, it is at a “high level.” 
Councillor Gaertner’s notion would 
look at infrastructure particularly in 
flood areas to make sure everything is 
in good repair.

“The Asset Management Plan 
speaks to generalities and the 10 Year 
Capital Plan has some of  that, but I 
don’t think the two of  them combined 
can satisfy the interests [of  Councillor 
Gaertner],” said Mr. Elliott.

Throwing his support behind the 
motion was Councillor John Abel who 
said recognizing climate change is an 
important thing to look at.

“It was in 1973 [that insurers] 
noticed there were flood increases,” 
he said. “Years later, we still have 
some people doubting there’s climate 
change, but insurance people monitor 
and have stats and overwhelmingly 
they are reporting more claims – and 
that tells you something. It’s all part of  
how to adapt for changing. I think it is 
a responsible way that we should be 
handling what could be happening to 
our infrastructure, our residents and 
how to mitigate it.

Agreed Councillor Paul Pirri: 
“Once these issues happen once, it 
becomes incredibly difficult for those 
citizens to manage getting insurance 
to be prepared when it happens again. 
This is a big issue that is being dealt 
with all across Canada and it is an 
important issue we should be aware 
of.”

Although Mayor Geoff  Dawe said 
what Councillor Gaertner asked 
for would be a “substantial piece of  
work” for staff, he said the LSRCA 
has already reached out to do their 
part. 

“The rains we had in June 2015 
– we haven’t seen that much rain 
since Hurricane Hazel and although 
there was some substantial flooding, 
there was nowhere close to what was 
experienced at the time of  Hurricane 
Hazel.”

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

What Does Your Member  
of  Parliament Do?

I have concerns  
and we have  

a responsibility to  
the community  
to make sure  
that we are as 
prepared as we  

can be 
for climate change

See next week’s 
paper for your 
iSSue of resale 
Homes ColleCtions.
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Christine Elliott was accompanied by former nomination candidate Bill Hogg at an Aurora 
event last month during her leadership run. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

would want me there, and (b) I would be 
able to be a meaningful representative 
for the community,” she says. “I think 
Newmarket-Aurora has many similar 
qualities to Whitby-Oshawa, the riding 
I last represented, in the sense it is a 
fast-growing area, it has a lot of  issues 
relating to growth with a lot of  people 
commuting downtown and needing 
GO Train and other options for 
vehicles travelled, but you also want to 
make sure that things like health care 
and educational facilities and so on can 
keep up.

“Those are the issues I certainly 
am familiar with, they seem to be also 
relevant in Newmarket-Aurora and I 
look forward to speaking with residents 
about their concerns and working on 
them.”

Monday’s announcement came with 
key endorsements, including those from 
former PC nomination candidate Bill 
Hogg and former Newmarket-Aurora 
Member of  Parliament – and 2019 
Federal candidate – Lois Brown. 

“I have every confidence that 
Christine Elliott is the right candidate 
to lead Newmarket-Aurora into the 
next election,” said Ms. Brown. “She 
has a proven track record of  fighting 
for local communities at Queen’s Park, 
and I look forward to working with 
her.”

Shortly after Ms. Elliott’s 
announcement, a further endorsement 
came out – this time from Charity 
McGrath who was, until March 15, the 
confirmed PC candidate for the riding

Controversy dogged Ms. McGrath 
since securing the nomination last 

April over Mr. Hogg and Newmarket 
Councillor Tom Vegh. Citing 
“irregularities” in the votes, members 
of  the Newmarket-Aurora PC riding 
association launched a number of  
appeals against the close results to top 
party brass, each of  which was turned 
down under the leadership of  Patrick 
Brown.

Shortly after Mr. Brown was 
replaced by Doug Ford as the party’s 
permanent leader, Newmarket-Aurora 
was one of  three ridings which had 
their nominations overturned and Ms. 
McGrath was barred from running 
again. Although she, in turn, appealed 
this move, her appeal was turned down 
last Tuesday evening. 

 “After working countless hours over 
the past year as the PC Candidate in 
Newmarket-Aurora, I have decided to 
step aside and work with a wonderful 
person,” said Ms. McGrath in an email. 
“Today I am proud to stand with an 
extraordinary Conservative, Christine 
Elliott. We are excited knowing that 
she has served this province in an 
exemplary way and will continue that 
legacy of  work for our riding.

“We will continue to see unity 
strengthened through the support 
of  Bill Ballantyne, President of  
the Newmarket-Aurora Riding 
Association. I personally believe that 
unity needs to be a top priority. I 
appreciate Christine’s desire to work 
closely with myself  and honour the 
time and work I have put in alongside 
the volunteers who have invested time 
in the riding. I look forward to us 
working closely for the betterment of  
the riding and community.”

Keeping these issues in mind, 
Ms. Elliott says she is committed to 
welcoming anyone who wants to lend 
a hand with an aim of  securing victory 
this June.

“I think the most important thing 
for everyone at the end of  the day is to 
win,” says Ms. Elliott. “I think it is fair 
to say that across the Province people 
want change. We all know that we need 
to work together in order to make that 
happen. What I plan to do is welcome 
anyone who wants to come and help on 
the campaign. I see this as the start of  a 
new day and we all have an opportunity 
to be a part of  this going forward, and 
I am looking forward to working with 
anyone who wants to come forward to 
do that.”

Derek Murray, who led the 
Newmarket-Aurora PC riding 
association during the appeals until 
he and fellow members resigned, 
welcomed Ms. Elliott’s decision to 
throw her hat into the ring. 

Until her formal announcement this 

week – and amid the rumours – Mr. 
Murray said the riding would benefit 
from a “high profile” PC candidate in 
this spring’s election. 

“As an MPP for almost a decade, 
Christine has the experience we need 
to champion the issues that matter to 
Newmarket-Aurora residents,” said Mr. 
Murray in a statement. “I know she will 
do incredible work in the region as a 
member of  the next PC government.”

Once confirmed, Ms. Elliott will face 
off  against incumbent Liberal MPP 
Chris Ballard, who currently serves 
as Minister of  the Environment and 

Climate Change, and NDP and Green 
candidates yet to be determined.

They will vie for votes in Newmarket-
Aurora, which encompasses the Town 
of  Newmarket as well as parts of  
Aurora on the north side of  Wellington 
Street.

Voters on the south side of  
Wellington will vote in the newly-
created Provincial riding of  Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. There, the 
Ontario Liberal banner will be carried 
by Naheed Yaqubian while the PCs will 
be represented by Michael Parsa, who 
endorsed Ms. Elliott’s leadership bid.

Ms. Elliott is pictured with Charity McGrath, 
whose ouster as Newmarket-Aurora 
candidate, created the vacancy now sought 
by the former MPP. 

Supplied photo

From page 1

“I see this as the start of a new day,” says Elliott
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*LIMITED TIME LEASE AND FINANCE OFFERS AVAILABLE FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES ON APPROVED CREDIT. 

0%* LEASE RATES
0%* FINANCE RATES 

$6000 CASH INCENTIVES 
UP TO

ON SELECT MODELS

ON SELECT MODELS

ON SELECT MODELS

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA
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TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

IT’S BIG
IT’S RED

IT’S BACK!

BRING THIS AD FOR 
ADDITIONAL RED TAG SAVINGS!
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AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE 14800 YONGE STREET
905-503-8-503

Large Pizza with FREE Toppings  

for $14.99 + Tax                  

Medium Pizza with one Topping 

for $5.99+Tax

Now looking for drivers, call or visit our location.

Bradley Van Schubert made 25 of 27 stops in 
a 2 - 1 loss to the Wellington Dukes in Game  
One of the North East conference final last 
Thursday. 

Auroran photosby Jake Courtepatte

Tigers cornered by Dukes in NorthEast final
By Jake Courtepatte

The Tigers’ roar seems to have 
been stifled, at least for the time 
being.

After winning eight of  their first 
eleven games of  the OJHL postseason 
to reach the NorthEast conference 
final, the Junior A Tigers have lost 
two straight to find themselves in 
a hole in their best-of-seven series 
against the Wellington Dukes.

Reaching their first conference 
championship in five years after a 
thumping of  the Cobourg Cougars 
six days prior, the Tigers took to the 
ice last Thursday for Game One in 
a battle of  the top two teams in the 
conference.

Goaltender Bradley Van Schubert 
was tested early, forced to face a 
penalty shot after a block at the point 
led to a Wellington breakaway just 
over a minute in.

A stacked pad save kept the game 
scoreless, though heavy pressure 
from the Dukes gave them a 2 – 0 
lead late in the first, before Austin 
Eastman cut it in half  shortly before 
the buzzer with a rebound goal off  a 
James Thomson point shot.

It was as close as Aurora came 
to the tying goal, with both teams 
going scoreless through the final two 
periods.

Van Schubert was honoured with 
the second star of  the game, while his 
Dukes counterpart Jonah Capriotti 
was named first star.

With Van Schubert out for 
Saturday’s Game Two contest, 
backup Jack Irvine took to the crease 
against Capriotti.

After Elijah Gonsalves opened 
the scoring for Aurora just over one 
minute in, Wellington followed up 
with four-straight goals to take a 
commanding lead, one they never 
relinquished in a 6 – 2 win.

Zach Wilkie had the other marker 
for Aurora.

One of  the key components 
to Wellington’s success over the 
Tigers has been the shutdown of  
Aurora captain Jake Bricknell who, 
after firing out of  the gate in point 
production in the first two rounds, 
has been held off  the scoresheet in 
the conference final.

“The Tigers may not have as deep 
of  an offense as some of  the other 
top teams have,” said OJHL analyst 
Alex Bloomfield. “Austin Eastman 
has played a big game, he’s not too 
far behind him in the point race…
but (Bricknell) has made his case as 
an MVP candidate this season as far 
as the offense goes.”

Bricknell, an alumni of  the OHL, 
finished second in the regular season 
scoring race.

The Tigers will be looking to right 
the ship on Tuesday night following 
press time for Game Three at home, 
before returning to Wellington on 
Friday for Game Four.

If  necessary, Game Five returns to 
the ACC on Sunday, with puck drop 
set for 7:30 p.m.

On the other side of  the bracket, 
the number-two Georgetown 
Raiders lead the top-ranked Toronto 
Lakeshore Patriots two games to 
one, with game four going Thursday 
night.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Austin Eastman has played  
a big game, he’s not too far  

behind him in the point race… 
but (Bricknell) has made his  

case as an MVP candidate this  
season as far as the offense goes
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          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2018/2019 REGISTRATION  

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2018 
 
In-House Registration dates: April 4, 11, 18, 25 (6 – 9 pm) 
 April 7, 14, 21, 28 (10 am – 1:00 pm) 
     AMHA Office at the Aurora Community Centre 
     Yonge/Aurora Heights Drive 
      
Please refer to our website at www.auroraminorhockey.com for Rep tryout policies and schedules.   
 
REGISTRATION fees for the 2018/2019 season are:  
 
 
Early Bird Registration Fee 
 
$610.00  Players born 1998 through 2012* 
 
(Registration fees increase by $50 on June 1, 2018 and $100 on July 1, 2018) 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*New players with Aurora Minor Hockey must submit a copy of a birth certificate or passport and 
proof of residency. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
Refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2018 (less a $25 admin fee). 
 
Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA 
tryouts begin April 23, 2018.  Tryout passport information is available online. 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2018. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Aurora Minor Hockey Association is proud to introduce 

 

Tiger Cubs Hockey 
Tiger Cubs Hockey is a fun on-ice skills 
development program for boys and girls, 
ages 4 and 5 (born in 2013 and/or 2014). 
Our program will begin in September 2018 
and carry through to March 2019, with ice 
times on Saturday and Sunday mornings, 
including games and practices. 

Tiger Cubs Hockey is focused on fun, 
development and instruction for boys and 
girls. We are thrilled to be welcoming kids 
into this brand new program and we offer 
the following: 

A $350 registration fee for Aurora 
residents and $375 registration fee for 
non-Aurora residents 

Team rosters of 17 players with 
teams that are balanced by age and 
skill 

We will certify every volunteer 
interested in coaching to Hockey 
Canada standards…this certification 
will carry our volunteers beyond Tiger 
Cubs Hockey 

 A year-end awards banquet for all 
Tiger Cubs! 

It’s an exciting time for our association and 
we can hardly wait for the Tiger Cubs 
Hockey season to start! In-house 
registration begins on April 4, 2018.  

For more information, please visit our 
website at www.auroraminorhockey.com 
and/or call our office at (905) 727-1480. 

Start as a Tiger Cub… 

 

 

…and grow into a Tiger, becoming a 
part of the Aurora Tigers Minor 

Hockey Association Family! 

 

 

DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE

EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

Antonio Loeza is the new Canadian junior Welterweight champion after winning the Super 
Channel championship in Edmonton. Photo courtesy of Claudia Friesen

Aurora’s Loeza crowned national junior 
welterweight champion

By Jake Courtepatte

He’s only been in the ring for a few 
years, but Antonio Loeza’s resume is 
growing.

The 15-year old Dr. G.W. Williams 
student earned the title of  Canadian 
Junior welterweight champion at 
the Boxing Canada Super Channel 
Championships last week, scoring a 
split-decision in the close final match.

In a 63-kg category that pitted Loeza 
against three other elite boxers from 
across Canada, he eliminated New 
Brunswick’s Jonah Wiebe with a first-
round knockout in day two of  the four-
day tournament to fight for the belt 
against Quebec’s Jordan Cadran.

Loeza was scored as the winner by 
two of  the three judges in the Radisson 
Hotel ballroom, earning him the 
victory.

With hopes to represent Canada in 
the Olympics one day, the 5’10” Loeza 
is well on his way.

Falling in love with the sport after 
watching it on TV, he decided to pick 
it up himself  at the age of  13, joining 
Atlas Boxing Club of  Toronto to train 

      
       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!

Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!

April 13th   5:30-11pm

Stronach Aurora Rec Complex 
(1400 Wellington Street East)

            Available at:
 Royal Lepage (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20 Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

Limited number of tickets available

       Dr. Norman Orschel
 Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
 Sales Representative

T h a n k   Y o u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

$25 @ the door.  Cash only.
Limited number available.

    Damir Vrancic
        Law O�ce

LIVE

Wine and soft drinks will also be available.

5   A
nnual

th

six days a week, while getting cardio in 
every morning with a run before school.

Having already won twice at 
provincial Golden Glove tournaments, 
the pinnacle of  the amateur boxing 
circle, he adds to a trophy case that 
also includes a silver at the Brampton 

Cup tournament, while continuing to 
participate in club shows across the 
GTA.

His win in Edmonton, the first of  
his career outside of  Ontario, moves 
his record to 8-4 including a streak of  
three in a row.
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15
YEARS

15
YEARS

15
YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the 
price you pay for brewing great beer!

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Hockley 15 Year Annivesary Ad_GreyHair_Broadsheet.indd   1 2/21/18   11:34 AM
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Aurora’s Easter Egg-stravaganza
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attracts thousands

Is it time to consider RETIREMENT LIVING?
Learn how a Chartwell retirement residence can make your life BETTER.

Open House 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 • 1 - 4 PM

CHARTWELL.COM

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

200 John West Way, Aurora • 289-648-4099

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

15055 Yonge Street, Aurora • 289-648-4113

905.727.4258

Furnace 
Clean & Check!

off $10*

 *$10.00 taken off fi nal invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, Fireplace 
or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers cannot be combined. Oliver reserves the right to limit promo.

Call for complete details. Must be presented to technician at time of call 
Expires March 31, 2018 136 Wellington Street East, Aurora

www.tholiver.com

®

It was almost a first for the record books – an Easter Egg Hunt under sunny skies – and people 
turned out in droves to take it all in. An estimated 2,500 people flocked to the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre on Saturday morning for the popular annual Aurora Easter Egg Hunt. (OPPOSITE PAGE), 
top and Second Row) Inside the Seniors’ Centre was a party of arts and crafts – including bunny 
ears, carrots and baby chicks. (Centre) Nikki and kids Hendrix and Cohen. (Third row) The Easter 
Bunny held court in the historic Petch House, where he greeted Jacob and Lucas, along with 
parents Melanie and Sheldon. Outdoor activities were enjoyed by Pyzelle, Bridget, and Brianna. 
(Bottom Row) Ariana and A.J. Also inside Petch House, the Healthy Kids Community Challenge 
Carrot met Eddie, Sarah, Sheila and Chen. (THIS PAGE)  Getting into the Egg Hunting spirit were, 
clockwise from left, Amill, Adii, Anas and Amit; Ashley; Nolan; and Lucyanne. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

…with up to 30%* in savings & discounts

PLUS, save up to an additional 
25% with our new smartphone 
app TELEMATICS!1 A convenient 
app to help you learn more about 
your driving habits, and 
potentially save.

•  Winter tires? Save up to 5%*
•  Multiple vehicles? Save up to 15%*
•  Hybrid or electric vehicle? Save up to 5%*
• College or university student? Save up to 10%*
•  Additional savings* if you have multiple policies with State Farm®

*Conditions apply. 1Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements 
and additional coverages.  

Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.
State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.  

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Company, used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

Call me today.

your auto insurance
savings further…

driving
Start

1510024CN

Lora Cai Ins Agcy Ltd
Lora J Cai, Agent
102-15160 Yonge Street
Aurora, ON  L4G 1M2
Bus: 905-727-6888

York Symphony  
Orchestra  

presents pianist  
Vivian Chen

To help perform some of  the  most 
popular music of  Russian composers 
at its next pair of  concerts, the York 
Symphony Orchestra will welcome 
young Canadian pianist Vivian Chen.

Originally from Ottawa, Ms. Chen 
is currently completing her final year 
at the University of  Toronto majoring 
in performance under the tutelage 
of  Lydia Wong. Most recently, she 
performed in Weill Recital Hall for 
her Carnegie Hall debut in March 
2017, and was awarded the bronze 
prize at the Vancouver International 
Music Competition in October. In 
the previous year, she was awarded 
first prize in the Canadian Music 
Competition, and was one of  the 
students chosen to perform with the 
University of  Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra as one of  the winners of  the 
UTSO Concerto Competition. 

Ms. Chen will play Dmitri 

Shostakovich’s uncharacteristically 
cheerful Piano Concerto #2, one of  
the composer’s most accessible and 
most popular works.

The program will begin with 
Alexander Borodin’s tone poem 
celebrating the confluence of  Russian 
and Asian cultures, In the Steppes 
of  Central Asia.  It will conclude 
with Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
masterpiece of  orchestral colour, the 
suite Scheherazade, based on One 
Thousand and One Nights.

\The concerts are Saturday, April 
21 at 8 pm at the Trinity Anglican 
Church in Aurora, and Sunday, April 
22 at 3.00 p.m. at the Richmond Hill 
Centre for the Performing Arts. Tickets 
for April 21 may be purchased by 
calling 416 410-0860; for April 22nd, 
call 905 787-8811 or go online at 
www.rhcentre.ca. Tickets will also be 
available at the doors of  both venues.

TURNING AURORA GREEN – Aurora was not short 
on celebrations to mark St. Patrick’s Day last month, including a 
Knights of Columbus event (top left) held at Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church, a meet and greet pub night at Theatre Aurora 
(bottom left, and centre), and a Celtic Knot workshop at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, where Carrie Eastwood and Laura Beaton flexed 
their artistic muscle under the direction of Kimberley Arnold. 

Auroran photos  
by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir
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905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Accessibility champions left out of awards process, 
says activist

By Brock Weir

If  Aurora is having trouble finding 
champions for accessibility to recognize 
at the annual Community Recognition 
Awards each year, why not turn to the 
people who advocate for accessibility 
every day?

That was the argument of  Tyler 
Barker, Chair of  Aurora’s Accessibility 
Advisory Committee, last week, 
calling for the Town to reinstate the 
Accessibility Award at next year’s 
Community Recognition Awards.

Recently, the citizen-led committee 
tasked with drafting the format of  
each year’s ceremony, issuing the 
call for nominees, and vetting each 
nomination that rolls in, decided to 
“enhance” this particular award, 
expanding its definition to be an award 
for “Inclusivity.”

Despite some members of  the 
Accessibility Advisory Committee also 
sitting on the awards panel, this decision 
to open up the nomination process did 
not sit well with others. 

“All the Committee would want is for 
the Accessibility Award to be brought 
back,” said Mr. Barker. “Nobody wants 
to take away the Inclusivity Award. 
I was informed there was a problem 
[attracting] recipients. Perhaps next 
time, if  you come to the Committee, 
we can open it up to churches, service 
providers, and many other groups.”

Responding to Mr. Barker’s concerns, 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes, who sits 
on the Awards Committee, said it was 
felt “accessibility” and “inclusivity” 
worked hand in hand. 

“If  the Committee wants that, we 
can absolutely go forward with it,” she 
said. “I just want to make it clear that 
it was not at all true [we got rid of  the 
award]. It was an honoured award [for] 
people who are making our community 
accessible and inclusive.”

Championing a change back around 
the Council table has been Councillor 
John Abel who said although it is too 
late to get the Accessibility Award back 
in time for this spring’s 2018 nomination 
process and ceremony, it should be 
brought back for 2019.

“We completely understand the 
nomination process is well on its way, so 
this is just going forward for next term,” 
he said. “Inclusivity, I agree, does include 
accessibility because inclusivity means 
just that. If  the Committee is having 
a challenge getting nominations, I am 
sure, as the Chair suggested, we would 
be pleased to put that as something to 
do and provide those names.”

Meanwhile, this was the first time 
Mr. Barker has been able to delegate to 
Council from the podium.

Living with cerebral palsy, Mr. Barker 
uses a large motorized wheelchair to 
get around and, due to the size of  the 
chair, has faced a continual challenge 
accessing the floor of  the Council 
Chamber by its relatively narrow ramps 
and, instead, has been forced to delegate 

from the top of  the Chamber, behind 
members of  the public, with someone 
holding a microphone for him to make 
his point. 

Some modifications have been made 
to allow him, and those facing similar 
challenges, to address local lawmakers 
at eye-level, but it is a long way from an 
obstacle-free course.

“It is nice to be down here for the 
first time,” he said. “It is a different look 
– and you all look pretty good. The 
design simply doesn’t work. If  we use 
the benefit of  hindsight, which is always 
good, if  an Accessibility Advisory 
Committee had been established in 
1990 or 91, when this Chamber was 
built, I am sure it would have been 
better and this Chamber would look 
very different.”

Mr. Barker took aim at a recent 
$500,000 audio-visual retrofit of  the 
Council Chamber when previous 
estimates for a more accessible ramp 
clocked in at $113,000.  This was voted 
down and modifications to the existing 
ramp were carried out instead.

“I know it calls for the completion 
of  a more accessible ramp in the 
people’s chamber in 2023; that is five 
years from now,” said Mr. Barker of  
Aurora’s Accessibility Plan. “It was put 
on the pending list in 2011. That is not 
acceptable. That is 11 years. People 
with a disability belong in the people’s 
chamber. I believe it serves the people 
for this to be completed sooner or later. 
I have ideas. Aurora has an opportunity 
to lead. As Chair, I want to reinforce the 
goals and motivation of  our committee: 
we want to work with you so Aurora 
can develop the best practices and 
solution-based approach to accessibility. 
The role of  the accessibility municipal 
committee is to provide advice to the 
municipal government on a wide range 
of  municipal processes to help make 
public services and facilities accessible 
to everyone.

“Think of  the committee as a 
conscience whispering very nicely in 
your ear now: now is the time to do the 
right thing.”

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2018 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 18_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

The design simply doesn’t 
work. If we use the benefit 

of hindsight, which is always 
good, if an Accessibility  
Advisory Committee had 

been established in 1990 
or 91, when this Chamber 

was built, I am sure it 
would have been better 
and this Chamber would 

look very different
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CROSSWORD

Not for Profit Sports Camp & 
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Mother Daughter
Equine

Escape

May 11-13th, 2018
for Horse Lovers Ages 10+

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

With the 60 Minutes interview with 
Stormy Daniels, followed close on the 
heels by the interview with former 
Playboy Bunny Karen McDougal, 
and then, of  course, the longstanding 
sexual harassment suit by Summer 
Zervos, the wall to wall coverage of  all 
things Trump has gotten even worse, 
if  that is at all possible.

Personally, the sexual escapades – 
alleged or actual – are of  little concern 
to me. They are none of  my business. 
Whatever happens in someone’s 
marriage should be of  no concern to 
anyone.

Unless, of  course, campaign 
finances were expended in the 
obviously vain attempt to keep it all 
quiet.  Then THAT is a story folks 
would be interested in. Because that is 
actual news. 

If  this is a John Edwards fiasco 
all over again, well then,  the 
“mainstream media” (you know, 
the actual journalists out there)  are 
right to cover it. The rest is just 
salacious tidbits of  what should be 
personal matters between consenting 
adults (well, except the whole sexual 
harassment allegation.  That is clearly 
a separate matter entirely).

But why I am bringing the whole 
thing up is because of  another angle to 
the story that has really irked me: the 
coverage of  Melania Trump’s reaction 
or non-reaction to the sordid story.

As the messy details of  the tawdry 
– alleged – affairs are splashed across 
headlines, I cannot count how many 
times I have seen the same thing in 
print or heard the same thing stated 
on air – “Melania Trump has kept 
silent”.  Or words to that effect.

There are repeated calls for her to 
make a comment on the whole thing. 
Some talking heads are getting down 
right persnickety about the fact that 
she has remained silent, as if  somehow 
she owes it to the American public to 

comment on her 
husband’s alleged 
shenanigans with 
adult film stars.

The question is, 
why?  Why should 
she comment 
publicly?  If  she 
came out with a 
public statement stating that the 
women were liars, then yes, I would 
agree that she would be fair game as 
she would have inserted herself  into 
the story. She would open herself  up to 
the questioning of  the media hordes.

But she has chosen to stay silent 
on the matter.  And would you blame 
her?  How incredibly humiliating; 
how extraordinarily painful it is for 
her and her child, to witness the most 
personal aspect of  their lives become a 

spectacle, fodder for 
the tabloids.  

Why do people 
want to make it 
worse for her? I 
don’t understand. 
It’s like they want 
to stick the knife in, 
twist it, pour salt 

and lemon juice on the wound, and 
then watch her squirm.  It’s horrible.

What if  it was you, your marriage 
imploding, would you want to talk 
about it with complete strangers? Or 
better yet, talk about it to reporters 

and have your comments repeated in 
national news coverage for the entire 
world – your child included – to see?  
Of  course not!

I understand that Ms. Trump is a 
public figure.  Her ridiculous public 
crusade about cyber-bullying? Yes, 
she most definitely should be held up 
to public scrutiny for that, especially 
given the context of  her relationship to 
the bullier-in–chief.  But her marriage? 
Her personal life? Nope.  I don’t think 
she gave up every aspect of  her private 
life just because she’s married to the 
President.  Just leave her alone. 

No 
Comment
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LOOK-
ING for experienced, knowledgable, on-site 
supervisor for the York Region area. Please 
email resume to: stepheno@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   office: 905-597-0227.

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
c o at .  Pe r f e c t  
c o n d i t i o n .  O n ly 
wo r n  t w i c e.  B e s t  
offer. For more  
information and to 
view 905-727-6497.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT 
PROCESSING facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 3 years of 
direct hands on experience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties include cutting and 
sectioning of meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into specialized cuts and pre-
paring for wholesale and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary 
is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 
or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

SERVICES

SALE/RENT(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

Classifieds 
905727-3300

ext. 102

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  
CARRIERS NEEDED

 to deliver 
The Auroran newspaper 

every Thursday.
Earn money while  
getting exercise. 
 Contact Cephise 

416-505-2770

DO YOU 
NEED 

A 
CLEANING 

LADY? 

Call Judith 

905-713-2727

Honest, 
hardworking,

enjoys  
cleaning, and 

has been 
cleaning for 

over 25 years 

DELIVERY DRIVERS WANTED 
Free Topping Pizza is now looking to hire  
Delivery Drivers Please call 905-503-8503 or 
come to our location in the Aurora Shopping  
Centre

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

FOR SALE OR 
RENT 2500 sq ft 
Commercial unit 
on main floor. 2 
separate rental 
units upstairs. THE 
PROPERTY HAS 
ACCESS FROM 
3 DIFFERENT 
ROADS. Large back 
yard, lots of parking.
179 Main Street 
West, Shelburne.
Paull 416 457 6829

T O T T E N H A M : 
BRIGHT HOUSE, 
large lot, 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, double ga-
rage, 5 appliances, 
A/C, $1800/mth + 
utilities. References. 
613-893-2545

CHAIR FOR RENT 
OR ESTHETICIAN ROOM

Yonge Street location. 
Interested persons please call 

905-841-0576 
or daphneieraci@hotmail.com

FOR RENT OR LEASE

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

CYNERGY
Mechanical Ltd.

WE ARE HIRING SKILLED TRADES

We are a very successful, established 
HVAC/R and Plumbing services

company that is rapidly expanding.

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FULL-TIME:
G1 & 313A Mechanics

Lead Hand Plumbers (306A)
G1 Gas Fitters (Journeyman) – Construction

WE OFFER:
3 Scholarship Opportunities

3 Industry Leading Wages & Benefits
3 Hands On Training
3 Company Vehicle
3 Career Growth

Submit your resume today!
careers@cynergymechanical.ca

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Hooked on Tradition, an 

exhibition featuring the work of  the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild. 
Hooked rugs tell stories about events, people and communities. Besides 
their historical interest, they are visually compelling to audiences of  
all ages. They range from functional to decorative in use, and from 
primitive to modern in style. The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased 
to present an exhibition of  over 100 traditional hooked rugs created 
by members of  the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild.

SATURDAY, APRIL 7
CHATS’ Walk 4 Wellness Fundraiser takes place today from 8.30 

a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. Now in its 
ninth year, help CHATS celebrate our seniors and this worthy cause. 
Funds raised will go towards ensuring they can continue to provide 
their 8,000 plus senior clients, across the region, with services to help 
them live independently in their homes and communities. Register 
or pledge online at www.chats.on.ca or request hard copies by calling 
Angela at 905-713-3373. Sponsorship opportunities also available. 
There will be music, refreshments from Treasure Mills and The 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, activities for youth and adults, raffles prizes, 
massages from McCallum Massage Therapy & Holistic Health 
Centre, and pole walking seminars from Shawn Nisbet.

* * * * 
Celebrating Canada – The Aurora Skating Club is a not-for-profit 

club fully sanctioned by Skate Canada. This year we are proud to 
present the 2018 Ice Show “Celebrating Canada”. The Ice Show 
highlights the skating talents of  our youngest to our most advanced 
skaters. They will dazzle and entertain you with their fabulous skating 
numbers. It is always a wonderful community event for friends and 
family! Adult ticket: $20. Child $15. (12yrs-). Senior $15. (65yrs+) 
More details available at: www.auroraskatingclub.com.

TUESDAY, APRIL 10
The Ladies in Philanthropy for Southlake will host the LiPS 

Celebration of  Spring Fashion Show tonight from 6.30 – 9.30 p.m. 
at Highland Automotive. Tickets are a $50 donation to Southlake 
Regional Health Centre and are 100 per cent tax deductible. For 
more information, email lipssouthlake@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly meeting 

today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North). This month’s speaker is James Murray 
and his topic is Bees. For more information on this month’s speaker, 
call Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New members are welcome. Call 
Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 to be a guest at the meeting.

APRIL 12 – 21
Theatre Aurora presents “The Attic, The Pearls & Three Fine 

Girls.” The Fine sisters have returned home from the funeral of  their 
recently deceased father. Throughout the funeral party, the women 
take refuge in the attic, once the center for childhood games, where 
they comfort and torment each other with unfinished business. Now 
orphans, the sisters must resurrect the family of  their memories, and 
re-negotiate their relationship as adults. The emotions rage, tempered 
only by the search for their mother’s long lost pearls. This romp in 
the attic reminds the sisters of  their childhood and forces them to 
redefine their future together. For tickets and further information, call 
905-727-3669 or visit www.theatreaurora.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 13
The Aurora Cultural Centre’s Great Artist Music Series continues 

this evening with Vladimir Soloviev on the piano from 8 – 10 p.m. 
Vladimir Soloviev is a Toronto-based pianist, chamber musician 
and choral conductor. A musician of  a versatile repertoire, he has 
championed the music of  contemporary Canadian composers, 
as well as works of  Beethoven, Liszt and Rachmaninoff. Over the 

course of  his career Vlad has taken part in a number of  competitions, 
winning the Pattison Piano Competition and the London Scholarship 
Foundation Competition, and the Western University Concerto 
Competition. Apart from his recital activity, Vlad has been active 
as lecturer and a teaching artist. He has also been involved in arts 
advocacy as part of  the Bradford Arts Center, and remains active as 
a collaborative pianist and a vocal coach in Toronto and New York 
City, while holding the position of  a music director at the Trinity 
United Church in Newmarket. For tickets and information, call 905-
713-1818.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14
Aurora’s Annual Community Clean-Up will take place today 

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., meeting at Town Park at 8 to provide supplies, 
have coffee and a sweet treat before heading out to clean various 
locations within Aurora. BBQ for all volunteers will be held at the 
same location from 12 noon to 2 p.m. For more information, call 
905-505-6068.

* * * * 
Aurora United Church Women are holding a Spring Book 

Sale today from 14 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at Trinity 
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street. Donations of  children’s 
books and paperbacks ONLY can be dropped off  at the church 
on Friday, April 13 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
April 14 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. For further information call 
 905-830-9564.

* * * * 
The Revenge of  the Red Feather Ladies, a two-act play, is the next 

production of  the Silver Stars Theatre group at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre today at 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 each and available at the 
Reception Desk during the week or at the door. Light refreshments 
at intermission.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
The Revenge of  the Red Feather Ladies, a two-act play, is the next 

production of  the Silver Stars Theatre group at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre today at 2 p.m. Tickets are $5 each and available at the 
Reception Desk during the week or at the door. Light refreshments 
at intermission.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series continues tonight 

with Arlene Chan on The Chinese in Canada. This presentation 
examines the stories of  the Chinese in Canada, dating back to the 
early years of  the Gold Rush and the construction of  the CPR railway, 
highlighted with archival photographs. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House. 
Tickets are $7 ($5 for Society members). For more information or to 
reserve a seat, call 905-727-8991.

APRIL 21 – 22
The Aurora Lions Club will be back again at Sheppard’s Bush for 

the Pancake Breakfast. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
APRIL 28 – 29
The Aurora Lions Club will be back again at Sheppard’s Bush for 

the Pancake Breakfast. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 28

Looking for volunteer hours? Hillary House will host its annual 
spring cleanup today from 1 – 4 p.m. Tasks will include cleaning up 
debris and working with the Aurora Historical Society’s landscape 
committee. Bring a rake, gloves and a water bottle. Call 905-727-
8991 or email leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com to register.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Giant Indoor Garage sale at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 

8.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (90 John West Way). White Elephant and 
Diamond Elephant treasures, huge book sale, famous jewellery table, 
Aurora Seniors Association crafters, Sew Much Fun, Knotty Knitters, 
Woodshop, coffee shop and more. 

April declared 
“Special Olympics 
Month” in Aurora

By Jake Courtepatte

The Special Olympics are getting the star treatment for 
their tenth year in Aurora.

Celebrating a decade in the town on April 9, the occasion 
will be marked by a ceremony to raise the Special Olympics 
flag at Aurora Town Hall, with Aurora’s Town Crier John 
Webster reading the proclamation.

Special Olympics Ontario-Aurora Coordinator Janet 
Mitchell said she is “overwhelmed” with the progress of  the 
program over its tenure.

“Aurora has created fantastic opportunities for residents 
with an intellectual disability, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing what we can accomplish over the next decade,” said 
Mitchell.

Mitchell also added that because the organization is 
completely volunteer based, it would not function without 
the “hard work, dedication and enthusiasm demonstrated by 
our local volunteers.”

Coinciding with the fiftieth anniversary of  the Special 
Olympics movement, Aurora’s branch currently runs seven 
sport-specific programs for ages eight and up, as well as two 
non-sport-specific programs runs through the Town’s Parks 
and Recreation department.
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ONLY A FEW SUITES  REMAINING

Making new friends is a great joy in life. At Oak Ridges you may fi nd new friends who have chosen 
the vibrant senior living in our community. Wonderful new friendships await you - 
people with the same values and lifestlye expectations as you have. 

Living among new and old friends at Oak Ridges. Call Leanne or Catherine to arrange your personal 
visit to our community. Stay for lunch. Let us introduce you to your new friends.

Call us at (905) 773-4220
12925 Yonge St. Richmond Hill   ⎜ Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com   ⎜ OakRidgesRetirement.com

Shopping in Paris with Skyes the Limit 
throughout the day, 

Classical Piano Concert 
with Nicole Anastasopoulos 
at 3:30 pm in the Sunset Pub, 

followed by a Romantic Parisian Dinner 
from 4:30 – 6:30 pm 

Recently at Oak Ridges Retirement Community, we had 
3 residents celebrate birthdays over 100. Alma Marie turned 
100 years young and Aisha and Viola turned 102. The Harvard 
Medical School suggests that feeling young at heart may indeed 
contribute to living longer. 

Centenarians – people that have reached 100 years of 
age – have plenty of wisdom to share about staying young. There 
are certain secrets for reaching this milestone and some unique 
pieces of advice as well. 

Alma Maria maintains close friendships. She values those 
meaningful connections that reflect her achievements in life.  

She is a gentle soul who is quick witted and an avid card player.  
She is a genuine friend to all and highly esteemed for this gift. 

Aisha was born in Egypt and also thoroughly enjoys her social 
times. Aisha fluently speaks English, French and Arabic and still 
writes beautifully in Arabic.  She is incredibly independent and has 
a vibrant light that shines from within her. She is a treasure to our 
community. 

Viola stays very social with friends in the community, reminiscing 
over her world travels. She was a farm girl who traveled to over 
50 countries throughout her life, embracing all of the outstanding 
learning from her travels. 

She has a mischievous sense of humour and is truly respected 
by all members of our community for her determination and 
independence. 

These ladies share a wonderful sense of humour, a deep 
sense of friendships and connections with the community. 
They are loved and honuored for their contributions to Oak 
Ridges Retirement Community and their social circles at large. 

These exceptional Centenarians have taught us that the key 
to living a vibrant life as you age may be tied in with the vitality 
that you have while living your entire life.

Independent, Assisted Living & Respite Suites Available

Our Beautiful Centenarians !

Paris Celebration 
April 18th, 2018

Please RSVP to Catherine or Leanne 
at 905-773-4220

Join us at Oak Ridges for our April in 


