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TULIPS FOR AUTISM – Monday marks World Autism Awareness Day and Aurora High School’s 
Amanda Bishop and her fellow students in the school’s Empowering Students Partnership are ready 
to make a blooming difference for local autism programs. Bishop is pictured here with Kate Tansley 
of Kerry’s Place Autism Services at the Aurora Peace Park’s yet-to-bloom tulip garden. For more, see 
Page 7.                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Continued on page 14

Say goodbye to plastic 
water bottles at 
vending machines – if 
Council gets its way

By Brock Weir

Efforts to transform Aurora’s 
concession stands into hubs of  “Real 
Food” and healthy eating took an 
environmental twist last week with 
Council opting to phase out plastic 
water bottles from the counters and 
vending machines.

Council this week is set to approve a 
plan which will require all companies 

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411
905-841-0800

Williams move sparks ideas  
for old and new sites

By Brock Weir

The York Region School Board’s 
plan to move Dr. G. W. Williams 
Secondary School to a new building 
in Aurora’s northeast might be at 
least five years away, but that hasn’t 
stopped the Town from getting a bid 
in on what the new – and old – school 
sites might mean for the community.

This week, Aurora will consider 
two motions from Mayor Geoff  
Dawe and Councillor Tom Mrakas 

respectively that will take a close 
look at what the new Williams site 
might look like, as well as how its 
current Dunning Avenue site might 
be transformed in the future.

Should Council pass Mayor 
Dawe’s motion this week, municipal 
staff  will begin discussions with the 
York Region District School Board 
(YRDSB) on visioning the new 
school site on Bayview at Borealis 
with an eye for “shared spaces” like 
a community gymnasium.

“One of  the things that always 

comes up is the availability of  various 
facilities in parts of  the Town that are 
maybe not well-served,” says Mayor 
Dawe. “[This site] is not that far from 
the SARC and there are lots of  parks 
there, but we’re always looking at 
additional gym facilities or additional 
community space for meetings. This 
[motion] really formalizes working 
with the Board to see how we can 
work together.”

As an example of  previous 
collaborations, Mayor Dawe cites the 

905.726.4349
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Whether it’s at the site of Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School, above, 
or lands currently owned by the  
Province on Bloomington Road, there 
is no time to waste getting started 
on a new multiuse sport facility for  
Aurora, according to Sport Aurora’s 
Stephen Kimmerer and Reg Chappell. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, April 3 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, April 3 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee
Wednesday, April 4  4 p.m. Holland Room  Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, April 5 7 p.m. Holland Room  Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, April 9 7 p.m. Holland Room  Heritage Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, April 10 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Sesssion (if required)
Tuesday, April 10  7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council
Wednesday, April 11 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, April 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

What’s Happening

Register now for spring & summer 
programs
 
Registration is now open for Town spring & summer programs 
including aquatics and summer camps. There are many 
programs and activities for all ages. To view the recreation 
guide, visit aurora.ca/recguide.

Apply for the John West Memorial  
Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship Award 

The Town of Aurora is currently looking for youth 
candidates entering post-secondary school who have made 
a positive impact on the community. The scholarship is 
valued at $1,000. The application deadline is Tuesday, 
May 1.  
 

What’s Happening

••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••

at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 

Aurora Town Hall, or the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

WRISTBANDS
MUST BE PURCHASED

IN ADVANCE

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre • 90 John West Way

Activities include face painting,
a carrot toss, crafts and more!

Find an egg and redeem it for 
an Easter goodie bag

Pancake breakfast offered by 
the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Nominal fees apply
Children 12 & under are 
welcome to participate
• Wristbands are $6 per child 
• Parents and guardians are free

In partnership with: Proudly sponsored by:

Please note, we reserve the right 
to cancel, amend or change activities.

 905-726-4762
aurora.ca/easteregghunt
#AuroraEggHunt

EASTER
EGG HUNT

AURORA’S

What’s Happening

New resident information sessions  
 
Have you recently moved to Aurora? Find out more about 
living in our community by attending a new resident  
information session.  
 
Sessions will be held in Council Chambers at Aurora Town 
Hall, 100 John West Way on April 19, June 20 and 
September 20 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   

Register in-person at Access Aurora or via email at  
info@aurora.ca.

RECOGNITION
COMMUNITY

AWARDS

2018

Town of Aurora • 100 John West Way
P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

AURORA’S

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/cra • #AuroraCRA
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Nominations will be accepted until 
Friday, April 6, 2018

The Town of Aurora believes in inspiring volunteerism and 
recognizing citizens who have made a positive impact in 

our community.

Do you know an individual, corporation 
or business who has...

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

given their own time for the benefit of others?
gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
made Aurora a better place to live?

Download a nomination form at aurora.ca/cra
or pick up a copy at any Town facility reception desk.

CLUTTER
COLLECTION
MONDAY, APRIL 9

MARK IT WITH A “T”
Place all unwanted clothing and other textiles in 

a clear or blue plastic bag marked with the letter “T” 
and leave at the curb by 8 a.m.

We accept all items that are clean, dry and odourless.
• Used clothing • Linen • Soft drapery • Shoes/Boots • Purses 
• Belts • Jackets/Coats • Soft Toys • Eyeglasses • Sports balls

Easter Holiday Service Schedule
aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Friday, March 30, Sunday, April 1 
and Monday, April 2. For more information, please visit aurorapl.ca or call  
905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding,  
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres, including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, will be operating with modified 
hours.  

For a full list of hours of operation and program opportunities including 
fitness classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit              
aurora.ca/easterweekend.  
Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED from Friday,  
March 30 to Sunday, April 1.

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Friday, March 30  
for Easter. Regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. will resume on  
Monday, April 2. Access Aurora is open until 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at paytickets.ca

Waste collection on Friday, March 30 (Good Friday) will be shifted to Saturday, 
March 31. No other collection dates are affected. Please consult your 2018 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar for more information.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-3123, ext. 4346

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ACCESS AURORA HYDRO RESERVE FUNDS

Aurora Council is expected to consider final detailed designs and budget estimates for two significant projects before the summer 
recess. Separate reports for the Armoury renewal and for Library Square are expected in the coming months. These reports will 
also recommend funding sources for these projects.  It is expected that these funding sources may include use of the Hydro Sale 
Investment Reserve Funds.

The Town’s Hydro Sale Investment Reserve Fund By-law (No. 5439-12) requires the giving of at least 30 days notice prior to 
approving any such allocations. By way of this publication, such notice is hereby given. Persons wishing to receive direct updates on 
this matter can register by emailing clerks@aurora.ca.  Those persons who previously registered do not need to reregister.

April skylight gallery artist

The skylight gallery will feature the works of local artist  
David Xu for the month of April. David developed a 
passion for painting and art later in life and his interest has 
changed over time from pencils to acrylics, oils and mixed 
media.  
 
This exhibit will feature flowers, pets and portraits, all of 
which are considered beautiful things in David’s life. Visit 
the skylight gallery this month to see this exciting exhibit.
Regular viewing times are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd floor.

Notice Board
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15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus 
905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

Highland Automotive Professionals is proud 
to introduce another team member

Erica Vickerson, Service Appointment Co-Ordinator

We Know Service Matters.

4.5 188 Total Reviews

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Collision 
Deductible 

Protection Plan 

 

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

 

✓

My name is Erica Vickerson, I have been working for 
Highland GM for almost two years now. I am still new 
to the automotive industry but am learning new things 
everyday. I hope to grow and learn as much as possible 
here at Highland. Our service department has a great 
group of people that I enjoy working with. When I am not 
working I enjoy spending my time at various different 
Motorsport races. I enjoy meeting new people and 
educating them on preventative maintenance for their 
vehicles, if you would like to set up a service appointment 
or have any questions I would be happy to assist you. 

905-727-7787 ex. 243 or erica@highlandgm.com

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

✓ Complimentary Collision 
Repair Estimates 

✓ Strong relationships with 
most vehicle insurance 
companies 

✓ Professional Glass & 
Paintless Dent Repair 

✓ Computerized Paint 
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✓ We repair all vehicle 
makes and models 

✓ Lifetime Warranty on all 
collision repairs 
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Valid until April 30, 2018
with scheduled 

maintenance appointment 
at Highland GM.

Valid until April 30, 2018
with scheduled 

maintenance appointment 
at Highland GM.

Valid until April 30, 2018
with scheduled 

maintenance appointment 
at Highland GM.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO REMOVE A HOLDING ‘H’ SYMBOL

AURORA TOWN COUNCIL intends to consider an Amending By-law under section 36 of the 
Planning Act to Remove the “(H)” Holding Symbol on: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at

AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of The Town of Aurora intends to consider an Amending    
By-law under section 36 of the Planning Act to remove the ‘H’ Holding Symbol for the lands described above: 

An Application by Coppervalley Estates Inc., File Number: ZBA(H)-2015-09 has been submitted to Amend 
the Zoning By-law to Remove the Holding ‘H’ Symbol. The lands are located at Part of Lot 26, Concession 3, 
municipally known as 1756 St. John’s Sideroad; 

The conditions for Removal of Holding ‘H’ Symbol as set out in By-law 5952-17 have been fulfilled. The Removal 
of the Holding ‘H’ Symbol will allow for the development of Residential Plan of Subdivision. The Holding 
‘H’ Symbol was established to ensure The Town of Aurora has allocated sufficient servicing capacity to this 
development, inter-municipal agreement has been executed, confirmation from York Region on the buffering 
requirements from highway 404 and represents a logical and orderly progression of development.

CONTACT:   Any inquiries should be directed to Lawrence Kuk of the Planning and Development Services   
       at 905-727-3123 extension 4343 weekdays, Monday to Friday between 8:30am and             
       4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services at the     
       same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting.   
       Please quote the File Name and Number.

Personal Information Collection Notice

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and 
may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, 
emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact 
that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s 
website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address 
and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. 
Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 
1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-3123.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council 
or its Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to 
planning proposals is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in 
accordance with the Act.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 29th day of March, 2018. 

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ACCESS AURORA HYDRO RESERVE FUNDS

Aurora Council is expected to consider final detailed designs and budget estimates for two significant projects before 
the summer recess. Separate reports for the Armoury renewal and for Library Square are expected in the coming 
months. These reports will also recommend funding sources for these projects.  It is expected that these funding 
sources may include use of the Hydro Sale Investment Reserve Funds.

The Town’s Hydro Sale Investment Reserve Fund By-law (No. 5439-12) requires the giving of at least 30 days notice 
prior to approving any such allocations. By way of this publication, such notice is hereby given. Persons wishing 
to receive direct updates on this matter can register by emailing clerks@aurora.ca.  Those persons who previously 
registered do not need to reregister.

Mental health crunch to be tackled with 
$8.7 million investment in Southlake

By Brock Weir 

It has been a matter of  keeping 
patients safe, healthy and offering them 
the right support.

This is the challenge Dr. Gaurav 
Mehta and his team at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre have been 
addressing while grappling with an 
overflow of  patients seeking mental 
health treatment.

“There have been five or six patients 
in a very small room, and patients often 
want to discharge themselves without 
getting the right help, said Southlake 
medical director.

But “relief ” is on the way.
Provisions for more mental health 

beds at the local hospital received the 
loudest cheer on Friday as Dr. Helena 
Jaczek, Ontario’s Minister of  Health, 
announced an $8.7 million investment 
in the local hospital, part of  an $822 
million investment for Ontario hospitals 
recently announced in the Provincial 
budget. 

The $8.7 million investment 
represents a 3.4 per cent increase in 
overall Provincial funding for Southlake 
and will translate to, among other 
advancements, 12 new adult mental 
health beds.

“It is a relief,” said Dr. Mehta at 
Friday’s announcement. “It will help us 
provide a much better quality of  care to 
our patients.”

Dr. Jaczek knows these needs 
firsthand. The Southlake Family Health 
Team, she said, is her own family health 
team and, at Southlake, she has found 
a hospital that “exudes that sense of  
caring.”

“Yesterday, the Premier announced 
a major investment in hospitals across 
Ontario to the tune of  $822 million for 
this year,” she said. “This investment is 
part of  our upcoming budget because 

we know hospitals in our province need 
our support right now and families 
are under pressure. Our government 
believes it is our responsibility to 
do things that people cannot do for 
themselves and that includes giving 
families the care and support they need.

“We have reached out to ensure 
that we get the very best information 
as to what the needs our, working with 
our LHINs (Local Health Integration 
Networks) to make sure we put the right 
resources into each community. Some 
bureaucrat down at the Ministry of  
Health didn’t suddenly come up with 
$822 million for the province. It was 
a really well thought out consultation. 
In our view, we need to continue this 
conversation with our council, with the 
representation we have, so we can look 
each year at the individual needs. This 
may cause a little anxiety sometimes 
when you want to look ahead and plan a 
little bit more long-term, but we want to 
have that ongoing conversation and we 
want it to be very tailored to individual 
community needs. “

Details of  Friday’s investment were 
fleshed out further by MPP Chris 
Ballard who said, in addition to the 
12 new adult mental health beds, the 
investment will allow for 144 cataract 
surgeries, 22 hip and knee replacements, 
and more than 300 MRI hours for at-
risk patients to support the hospital’s 
emergency department. 

“It is astonishing to me when I think 
about Southlake and think about the 
fact it serves a catchment area of  over 
a million people and growing,” he 
said. “110,000 visits to the emergency 
department, 30,000 in-patient 
admissions and over half  a million 
outpatient visits each year; I don’t have 
to tell you how that strains the resources. 
It is a real testament to the dedication 
and the abilities of  staff, leadership and 

Pictured here at Friday’s announcement are, left to right, Dr. Helena Jaczek, Minister of 
Health, Arden Krystal, President and CEO of Southlake Regional Health Centre, Jo-Anne Marr, 
President & CEO of Markham Stouffville Hospital, and MPP Chris Ballard. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

“Fight for your life before it’s 
someone else’s job.”

These were the poignant words 
that echoed in my ears on Saturday 
watching hundreds of  thousands of  
students – and likeminded supporters – 
taking over the streets of  Washington, 
D.C., Manhattan, and dozens of  other 
cities around North America, including 
close at home in Toronto, demanding 
action.

They were voiced, with strength and 
determination, by Emma Gonzalez, a 
student at Florida’s Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, and a survivor 
of  the shooting, an act of  domestic 
terrorism, that left several of  her fellow 
students dead or wounded.

The weeks since the attack have seen 
a nearly unprecedented groundswell 
of  support  calling for a change in the 
status quo. It might be a groundswell 
led by a group of  relatively young 
Americans, but their calls for reform 
are resonating with fellow citizens of  
just about every age and background.

The only ones who don’t seem to be 
fully on board with their fight are those 
who are dyed-in-the-wool partisans 
who either benefit from the status quo 
every day of  their lives, or somehow 
derive a degree of  self-satisfaction from 
palming an instrument of  war, or at 
least having it close at hand in the event 
of, I don’t know, the zombie apocalypse 
or in case one’s manhood is called into 
question.

“Six minutes and about 20 seconds,” 
she continued. “In a little over six 
minutes, 17 of  our friends were 
taken from us, 15 were injured, and 
everyone, absolutely everyone, was 
forever altered. “Everyone who was 
there understands, everyone who has 
been touched by the cold grip of  gun 
violence understands. Because they 
refused. No one could comprehend the 
devastating aftermath of  how far this 
reach or where this could go. For those 
who still can’t comprehend because 
they refuse to, I’ll tell you where it went: 
right into the ground, six feet deep.

“Six minutes and twenty seconds 
with an AR-15 and my friend Carmen 
would never complain to me about 
piano practice. Aaron Feis would 
never call Kira ‘Miss Sunshine.’ Alex 
Schachter would never walk into a 
school with his brother Ryan. Scott 

Beigel would never joke around with 
Cameron at camp. Helena Ramsey 
would never hang out after school with 
Max. Gina Montalto would never wave 
to her friend Liam at lunch. Joaquin 
Oliver would never play basketball 
with Sam or Dylan. Alaina Petty would 
never. Cara Loughran would never. 
Chris Hixon would never. Luke Hoyer 
would never. Martin Duque Anguiano 
would never. Peter Wang would never. 
Alyssa Alhadeff  would never. Jamie 
Guttenberg would never. Meadow 
Pollack would never.”

Emma was joined at the podium 
by David Hogg, who had a pointed 
message for those in power.

“The winter is over,” he said. 
“Change is here. The sun shines on a 
new day, and the day is ours. First-time 
voters show up 18 per cent of  the time 
at midterm elections. Not anymore. 
Now, who here is going to vote in the 
2018 election? If  you listen real close, 
you can hear the people in power 
shaking. They’ve gotten used to being 
protective of  their position, the safety 
of  inaction. Inaction is no longer safe. 
And to that, we say: No more.

“When politicians say that your 
voice doesn’t matter because NRA 
owns them, we say: No more. When 
politicians send their thoughts and 
prayers with no action, we say: No 
more. Today is the beginning of  
spring and tomorrow is the beginning 
of  democracy.”

Looking on, it struck me that while 
many of  those who spoke on Saturday 
were of  voting age – or will be at that 
point, or close to it, by the time the 
American mid-terms roll around this 
fall – many of  them were not.

They were there to lend their voices 
to the fight, young voices, sure, but 
they were voices that were educated, 
informed, and yearning to participate 
in the process.

Canada, Ontario, and Aurora 
might not have mid-term elections 
this fall, but, over the next year or so, 
we have no shortage of  opportunity.

The Provincial election will be held 
on June 7 while municipal elections 
across the Province will take place 
at the end of  October. Fast forward 
a year or so, and Canadians from 
coast-to-coast will be heading to the 
polls Federally as well. 

And yet, despite the best efforts of  
all concerned, there seems to be little 
political will to give our own slate of  
informed, engaged and impressive 
youth an outlet through which their 
voices can effect real change and 
perhaps a change in the very business 
of  public life.

Ontario had a brief  flirtation with 
this earlier this month when Toronto 
area MPP Arthur Potts introduced a 
Private Members’ Bill to change the 
Election Amendment Act to reduce 
the eligible voting age from 18 to 16. 

“A number of  jurisdictions around 
the world have lowered the voting ages 
in order to increase engagement,” he 
said in his pitch. “When the voting age 
was lowered to 16 in Scotland, prior 
to their Independence Referendum, 
youth turnout soared to 75 per cent.

“In Ontario’s political system, 
young people can already become a 
member of  a political party at the 
age of  14 and, in doing so, can help 
shape the political platforms and 
choose the party candidates that will 
ultimately form government. Many 
are actively engaged in fashioning 
party policy, yet don’t have the right 
to vote on who will represent them in 
the Legislature.”

This Private Members’ Bill was 
one of  the many pieces working their 
respective ways through the legislature 
which died an untimely death when 
the legislature was prorogued this 
month, only to re-open a few days 
later with a new throne speech and 
promise of  a new budget. 

Some might have been pleased by 
a few pieces of  legislation going belly-
up in the process, but I hope this is 
one piece of  business that is refreshed 
and debated while momentum is still 
in its favour.

If  the youth are taking the time 
to become engaged and fight for the 
issues they are passionate, providing 
them with a chance to have a real 
impact is a simple move with which 
we will all win in the end.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Peterson voted 
“against Canadians’ 
fundamental 
freedoms”

Former councillor 
weighs in on  
Regional rep

Canada’s Conservatives understand 
that freedom from discrimination 
based on one’s deeply held beliefs is a 
fundamental Canadian right.

This is why we strongly oppose 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s values 
test, which forces applicants seeking to 
receive funding through the Canada 
Summer Jobs program to prove that 
they agree with Justin Trudeau’s 
ideological positions. Now, many 
organizations have decided to not apply 
to the program.

That means hundreds of  incredible 
local programs serving new Canadians, 
people with disabilities, seniors and 
more will go without funding this year.

When Canada’s Conservatives tried 
to fight this values test, your Liberal 
Member of  Parliament, Kyle Peterson, 
stood with Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau and voted against Canadians’ 
basic freedoms.

We know that this values test has no 
place in a tolerant, multicultural society 
like Canada.

You can always count on us to defend 
the right of  all Canadians to hold and 
express their deeply-held beliefs and 
values.

 
Lisa Raitt, MP

Deputy Leader 
of the Official Opposition

Leaders of  Tomorrow 
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Over the years, Aurora has had its 
share of  self-serving politicians, as most 
towns have had.

Case in point, West, Timpson, 
Pedersen, Buck and Olchoski all while 
on Council voted to name a street after 
themselves, rather than use names of  
others more deserving such as veterans.

Now, this current Dawe Council, 
rather than doing the best for residents 
who voted them in, decided to vote 
against giving residents a second voice 
on Regional Council. This would have 
been a great opportunity to have a 
better say in the Region.

Why, do you ask, would Council 
do such a negative action? Glad you 
asked. With an election year, why would 
certain Council members give the 
Councillor who should get this honour 
an advantage in the upcoming election?

Why would Dawe and his Council 
followers, and Mrakas and his followers, 
give the current Deputy Mayor, John 
Abel, an advantage for this year’s drive 
to become mayor?

Abel, as Deputy Mayor, should have 
position on Regional Council under 
normal circumstances but this is a far 
from normal council.

Sad, but true – and a continuation of  
the self  serving politician.

Nigel Kean
Port Dover

(Editor’s Note: Council’s decision was 
not for the Deputy Mayor to be a second 
voice on Regional Council in addition to the 
Mayor, who remains Aurora’s sole voice at the 
Council table. Rather, Council voted against 
appointing the Deputy Mayor as an alternate 
if  the Mayor is unable to attend a Regional 
Council meeting.)
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I recall that the American television 
sitcom “Seinfeld” ran for almost a 
decade during the 1990s. The tag line 
was that it was a “series about nothing”. 
For being a series about nothing, it 
garnered a great many awards and wide 
spread acclaim. 

As we have a lot going on politically 
in 2018 and 2019, I am going to label 
this “a column of  questions”, because 
frankly, I have a lot more questions that 
I have answers or any particular insight 
to offer.

First we have the provincial election 
scheduled for June 7, 2018. We then 
have the Aurora municipal election, 
including what could shape up to be a 
very interesting Mayoralty race. On 
October 19, 2019 Justin Trudeau and 
the federal Liberals are scheduled to face 
re-election.

First up, though is the provincial 
election.

Now that the Provincial PC party has 
Doug Ford as their new Leader, there 
are still a bunch of  questions.

First off, what will the party policy 
look like?

As you recall, last fall in Etobicoke, 
former Party Leader Patrick Brown 
introduced, to great fanfare, the People’s 
Guarantee. This was the platform that 
the Tories would use to take on the 
Liberals in the coming election.

While there were 137 policy resolutions 
passed by party members, the People’s 
Guarantee was really high-lighted by 
five key tenets: 22.5% lower income 
taxes for middle class, 75% refund of  
child care expenses, 12% further cut 
to hydro rates, largest commitment to 
mental spending in Canadian provincial 

history on mental health, and a Trust, 
Integrity and Accountability Act.

The imposition of  a carbon tax was 
supposed to bring in $4.2 B in annual 
revenue and was to be the vehicle to pay 
for the five big promises.

However, we know from the recent 
PC leadership that all the candidates 
abandoned the carbon tax. 

What we don’t know is what Mr. Ford 
will do regarding policy. In a media 
scrum a few days ago he did say that his 
team is working on a platform that will 
be “fully costed”.

I look forward to seeing this.
Another question involves the 

nominated PC candidate Charity 
McGrath. She has apparently been 
banned from running. She is appealing 
this. Where does this sit? What about 
former PC nomination candidate Bill 
Hogg? And what about the rumour 
about defeated leadership candidate 
Christine Elliott being parachuted into 
the Newmarket-Aurora riding? 

While it is still early, the local 
mayor and councilor races could be 
quite interesting, with many questions 
ensuing.

We know that the current mayor, 
Geoff  Dawe, is going to seek another 
term in office. Will he be challenged by 
current councilor Tom Mrakas and/or 
Deputy Mayor John Abel? 

One intriguing rumor that is floating 
out there is that if  Chris Ballard, 
the Liberal MPP for Newmarket-
Aurora and the current Minister of  
Environment and Climate Change 
were to lose the next provincial election 
in June, that he may decide to seek the 
Mayor’s chain of  office.

It would not be the last time that this 
happened.

Scores of  defeated or retired MPs 
and MPPs have left party politics and 
run for municipal office.

What will the top three issues turn 
out to be this fall?

There are certainly lots of  municipal 
issues for local voters to chew on; 
growth, the level of  spending, stable 
neighbourhoods, to name a few, but 
what will the top three local issues turn 
out to be this fall? (More on this in 
future columns)

There aren’t really any questions at 
this point regarding the federal election, 
scheduled for the fall of  2019.

Both incumbent Liberal members 
are (at this point) seeking re-election, 
while the Conservatives have nominated 
Costas Menegakis in the southern part 
of  Aurora (below Wellington Street) 
while in the north it will be Lois Brown 
facing Kyle Peterson in a re-match of  
the last election.

I will be watching with great interest.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

“Music acts like a magic key, to which 
the most tightly closed heart opens.”  
― Maria Augusta von Trapp

As our wonderful Evergreen Choir is 
diligently practicing singing their music, 
I can only speak for myself  as I say 
Maria was right.  Music heals whatever 
ails you, that even the hardest of  hearts 
can soften.  

The major and minor chords of  our 
life are always playing beautiful music. 
I wanted to share this story with you 
because I want you to consider how 
fortunate many of  us are. Unfortunately, 
some of  us need to have pain as a wake-
up call and remind us the gifts we have 
been given for whatever time God has 
given us.

Just for a moment think of  all the 
sounds you heard this morning, birds 
chirping, a dear friend on the phone, 
a cat meowing, a dog barking, a loved 
one saying I love you, or the gentle rain 
against your windowpane. Think of  
how music can bring a calmness to your 
soul, a quiet that lowers your blood 
pressure and allows you to breathe 
deeply.

Being a part of  the Evergreen choir 
has been a constant source of  friendship, 
joy and sometimes of  sadness as we 
share our concerns in our lives with 
each other. How blessed each of  us are 
to be among those who love music and 
sing with all their might and with all 
their heart and still have kindness for 
each other.  The choir, or any choir can 
be time well spent. It’s good for you and 
it will do you good in all aspects of  your 
life.  

Our gifted and extremely talented 
conductor, Dr. Richard Heinzle, 

who is a remarkably patient and 
sensitive individual that under his 
guidance, anyone can sing! We are truly 
grateful that he has been with us as we 
all get a little older together.  I am proud 
to be a part of  this amazing choir and 
consider myself  so fortunate.

To the wonderful and supportive 
families that come out and support the 
Evergreen choir, to see grandma or 
grandpa sing, or who just plainly love 
listening to a choir, we all say a great 
big thank you!  Our choir loves to see 
each and every one of  you whenever 
we have a concert. You bring joy to our 
spirit!

Lastly, our precious Enid Maize, 
who had the fortitude and wisdom to 
see a need for a choir to begin here at 
the Aurora Seniors Centre, thank you 
for your vision! You gave us all a gift 
for which we are all truly grateful! We 
have come so far and yet we are all still 
learning new things.

So, if  you’re looking for something 
new, something fun that will fill your 
heart with laughter, with joy, then 
please don’t hesitate; come on out 
and join a wonderful choir who will 
embrace you as one embraces a family 
member! We practice here at the centre 
every Wednesday afternoon from 1:30 

to 3:15 p.m. If  you love music, enjoy 
meeting people and you can hum, well 
that’s all you need, folks.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

HAPPENINGS  
AT THE SENIORS CENTRE

ANNUAL GIANT GARAGE 
SALE will be held this year on a 
Sunday — April 29. Many wonderful 
things are on sale for next to nothing, 
so why not come out and see what you 
can find? There will be loads of  books 
for sale, a white and diamond elephant 
sale and many more items, as well 
refreshments will be served. Anyone 
who wants to make a donation of  
items should take them to the Centre 
on Friday, April 27 and Saturday, April 
28 between 9 am and 4 pm.

THE EVERGREEN CHOIR will 
be holding their Spring Concert on 
Saturday, May 26 at 1:30 pm with the 
doors opening at 1 pm. Tickets are $5 
each, children 14 and under are free 
with a ticket, and you may purchase 
your tickets now at the Seniors’ Centre 
Reception.

SEMINARS ON WEDNESDAY 
are held on one Wednesday a month 
and start at 1 pm. The seminar in April 
is being held April 11 and the topic is 
Planning for a Great Life.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, drop by 
90 John West Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@rogers.
com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

Continued on page 21

The feds, provincial politics,  
and the mayor’s race

The Sound of  Music

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Previous poll results
Are you more or less likely to vote Progressive Conservative this June 

with Doug Ford as Leader?

41%

MORE 
LIKELY

LESS
LIKELY

56% 3%
UNSURE

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Soma in the 
electronic age
Given the current political climate 

– especially in light of  Putin’s recent 
huge electoral “victory” – I thought 
it might be worthwhile to re-read all 
the frightening dystopic novels of  my 
youth – Aldous Huxley’s “Brave New 
World” (a favourite),  Burgess’ “A 
Clockwork Orange”,  Atwood’s “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” and. of  course, 
the big daddy of  them all, Orwell’s 
“1984”.

Honourable mentions also to 
Orwell’s other masterpiece “Animal 
Farm” and Goldring’s “Lord of  the 
Flies”.  (As a side note, if  you like sci 
fi and liked Lord of  Flies, you would 
love Robert A. Heinlen’s “Tunnel in 
the Sky”)

Why the depressing reading list? If  
you’re sensing a theme, it’s because I 
feel right now like we are existing in a 
bit of  a netherworld, where objective 
reality no longer exists, where facts 
don’t matter and where the winner 
of  a contest – or an election – is 
whomever the powers that be decide 
it is before the contest is even held.

If  there is an election at all, as was 
witnessed by the decision in China 
recently to revise their constitution 
such that the President is president 
for life…

Putin’s electoral “victory” is 
another case in point.  No real 
challengers to his campaign for re-
election except for those that posed no 
real threat at all. Actual competition 
was squelched and silenced in 
myriad ways, many of  them allegedly 
violent.  But, a show was needed, so 
there were still “challengers” to his 
campaign. Must keep up the illusion 
that folks have a say in the process of  
governing.

And that’s what government and 
leadership is, in many, many parts of  
the world – an illusion.  We have been 
taught for generations that everyone 
is equal, but for most that isn’t the 
case, actually. To quote Orwell’s 
Animal Farm, “All animals are equal, 
but some animals are more equal 
than others.”

Can we be that smug about the 
sanctity and strength of  our own 
democratic institutions? I’m not so 
sure. Yes, we all have the right to 
vote in elections at every level of  
government.  And yes, we have the 
right to express our political views 
no matter how ill-informed they may 
be without fear of  being detained or 
worse. We can put signs on our lawns 
supporting this candidate or that 
without worrying about a knock on 
the door in the middle of  the night.

However, participation in these 
processes, these bedrock democratic 
processes, is under threat in this all-
encompassing digital age.  We are 
being manipulated on a truly massive 
scale.

There is strong evidence to suggest 
that voters in the US presidential 
election as well as Britain’s Brexit vote 
were clearly and directly influenced 

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

The 100th anniversary of Hap Holmes’ 
Stanley Cup Win!

On March 30, 1918, the Toronto Arenas beat the Vancouver Millionaires 2 – 1 
and won the Stanley Cup. This was the first time that the Stanley Cup was won 
by an NHL franchise and Aurora’s own Harry “Hap” Holmes was the goalten-
der! During his childhood, Hap Holmes lived in Aurora on Centre Street. In 
2013, he was inducted into the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame. Visit the Hall, lo-
cated in the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, to see this 1929 hand-paint-
ed photograph (2014.1.2) of Hap Holmes in person.

Do you think the voting age 
should be lowered  

from 18 to 16?

SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle
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On behalf of Flowers By Terry
Congratulations to 
Hal Schilbach, 

our draw winner of the 
Easter Brunch at 
Oakview Terrace!

Never too early to pick your summer 
reads: United Church Women return 
with book sale

By Brock Weir 

Spring is here; it’s time to plan 
your summer beach reads – or do a 
bit of  spring cleaning to make room 
for more books to come.

Either way, the Aurora United 
Church Women have a great offer for 
you!

The Aurora United Church Women 
are in the middle of  planning their 
third annual Spring Book Sale, which 
will take place at Trinity Anglican 
Church on Saturday, April 14 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Always a favourite among book 
hunters looking for that perfect piece 
of  fiction, non-fiction, or something 
for the kids, the sale is only as good as 
the stock.

Donations of  paperbacks and 
children’s books for the sale will be 
accepted at Trinity on Friday, April 
13, from 4 – 7 p.m., and on Saturday, 
April 14, from 8 – 10 a.m.

“We are supporting local charities 
with the proceeds from our sale, and that 
is very important to our organization,” 
says volunteer Anne Ella-Arnold. 
“The sale keeps going because it seems 
there is always an interest in used 
books in our community. At the last 
sale, someone suggested to us that we 
should have it twice a year because it is 
such a wonderful event – but that was 
her personal opinion.

“It is a lot of  work, plus we beg 
space, which we don’t currently have 
ourselves. We are very appreciative to 
Trinity Anglican Church for allowing 

us the space free of  charge for our sale. 
And this sale is also the responsible 
thing to do from the point of  going 
green because we’re recycling books 
instead of  putting them in landfill!”

In the past two book sales, the 
Aurora United Church women have 
averaged about $500 per sale. It might 
not sound like much considering 
the amount of  work it takes to get 
everything organized and in place, but 
every little bit counts for the benefiting 
charities – and it also provides the 
volunteers and community as a whole 
a chance for fellowship. 

Among the charities set to benefit 
from this year’s book sale are the 
Aurora Food Pantry, Belinda’s Place, 
Blue Door Shelters, Gran Aurora, 
Hope House Community Hospice 
(formerly Hospice King-Aurora), Inn 
From the Cold, L’Arche Daybreak, 
Rose of  Sharon Services for Young 
Mothers, Sandgate Women’s Shelter, 
360 Kids, and Yellow Brick House.

“We’ll have a good variety of  both 
fiction and non-fiction and lots of  
children’s books, which are always 
well received,” says Ms. Ella-Arnold. 
“The only thing we’re asking not to 
be donated are hardcover books for 
adults. Our non-fiction selection has 
also been quite good along with our 
fiction, so if  there are any people in 
the community who are thinking this 
just paperback novels and so forth, 
it is not. We’re at the mercy of  our 
donors, and we don’t know what it will 
be, but we always have quite a lovely 
selection.”

Among the Aurora United Church women helping organize April’s book sale are Laurie Gra-
ham, Anne Ella-Arnold, and Kathie Blackman. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Do you experience numbness, 
weakness or tingling in a leg, foot, arm 
or hand? Do you have neck or back pain 
that has lasted more than one month or 
experience frequent headaches? You may 
be suffering from a condition known as 
spinal stenosis. 

 Spinal Stenosis is defi ned as narrowing 
of  the bone channel occupied by the 
spinal nerves or the spinal cord.

Some people are born with a congenital 
form, but most develop spinal stenosis as 
part of  the degenerative process. A few do 
not feel any effects of  the narrowing, but 
as part of  the aging process, most people 
will eventually notice radiating pain, 
weakness, and/or numbness secondary 
to the compression of  the nerves or spinal 
cord.

In lumbar stenosis, the spinal nerve roots 
in the lower back become compressed 
and this can produce symptoms of  
sciatica—tingling, weakness or numbness 
that radiates from the low back and into 
the buttocks and legs—especially with 
activity.

 You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  It is 
important to know that although surgery 
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a 
last resort in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 

and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and highly 

effective approach that has helped many 
sufferers improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor and 
accelerate the body’s natural healing 
processes. The innovative Multiwave 
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a 
safe, effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS laser 
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of  
decreasing the infl ammation around the 
spinal cord and shows great promise in the 
battle against the devastating sequelae of  
this condition.

 What does this mean for you?
Many of  our patients have reported a 

90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the 
results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-2225 to 
book your FREE consultation and examination 
at King West Wellness Centre 141 King 
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For Spinal 

Stenosis 
 (Cervical/Lumbar Stenosis)

18 years of the best care for seniors 

www.laservices.ca  

Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS), 
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (offi ce) 

905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca

• Care at home and in other residential settings  

• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care 

• RN supervised

• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc. 

• Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry 

• Meal planning and preparation

• Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments

• Joyful companionship and much more

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would 
recommend it to anyone who needs care 
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.

How can I care for my aging loved one now – 
or, in the future?

It takes so much time! …and, so much worry! 
…and, so much to do!  HELP!

WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER 
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?

Students bring a 
blooming spring to 
Kerry’s Place Autism 
Services

By Brock Weir 

Spring is here, the mercury is finally 
starting to climb, and soon the little 
sprouts popping up in local gardens will 
be in full flower.

But, if  you’re looking to get a head 
start on bringing some spring blooms into 
your house – while contributing to a good 
cause at the same time – look no further 
than Tulips for Autism.

Tulips for Autism, which was 
launched to coincide with World Autism 
Awareness Day next Monday, April 2, is 
the brainchild of  Aurora High School’s 
Empowering Students Partnership (ESP) 
and student Amanda Bishop.

Through Tulips for Autism, members 
of  the Aurora High School (AHS) 
community and members of  the 
community at large can order five tulips 
sourced by Aurora Greenhouse at a 
cost of  $10 a bunch through April 10 
and proceeds from each purchase will 
directly benefit the programs and services 
provided by the Aurora-based Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services.

“Our group was coming up with ideas 
on what we wanted to do for our ESP 
club, which is throughout schools in York 
Region, and we really liked Kerry’s Place 
because they work a lot with students who 
are on the autism spectrum,” explains 
Amanda, who was recently recognized 
by MPP Chris Ballard with the Leading 
Women/Leading Girls Award for her 
leadership within the community. “They 
provide lots of  different initiatives to 
help like summer camps, and we really 
liked that because our club is all about 
empowering students. We figured that 
we should do something for Autism 
Awareness Month in April – and why not 
sell tulips? They are a nice spring flower.”

The first step, once they landed on 
tulips, was to contact Aurora Greenhouse 
which, she said “gave us a pretty good 
deal.”

Then, it was a matter of  logistics.
Using the website School Cash 

Online, the club developed a point of  
purchase for all students and parents to 
be able to buy. For community members 
outside of  Aurora High School, Kerry’s 
Place provides an online portal for the 
purchases. 

“I think it is really incredible to see we 
have students in our community who are 
interested in autism awareness and want 
to raise funds to support programs and 
services that are offered to those with 
autism in their community,” says Kate 
Tansley, Fundraising Manager for Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services. 

During this month, Ms. Tansley says 
Kerry’s Place hopes to highlight the 
principle, particularly among students, 
that “just because you’re different doesn’t 
mean you’re any worse or any better than 
someone else.”

“Individuals with autism can do the 
same things as you and I, or anyone else, 
but they might have a different way of  
going about it,” she says. “I think [it is] 
that acceptance piece of  knowing that it is 
okay to be different and knowing that it is 
okay that you might have a classmate who 
is a little bit different from you and being 
accepting of  how they may approach a 
certain task or a certain problem. While 
it may be different from how you would 
approach it, it doesn’t mean that it is 
wrong.”

In addition to Tulips for Autism, 
Kerry’s Place is carrying out a number of  
initiatives to mark World Autism Day on 
April 2 and World Autism Month to raise 
awareness. T-shirts are being sold online 
to build awareness and there is something 

for sports-minded supporters too.
On April 14, Kerry’s Place is teaming 

up with the Toronto Marlies for an 
Autism Awareness Night where $10 of  
every ticket sold will go to Kerry’s Place 
– and the arena will also provide a forum 
for Kerry’s Place to get the word out 
about their organization and the services 
they provide. 

“Lots of  times our schools have paired 
up with us and done things like Change 
through Change where they actually give 
their change to make a change,” says Ms. 
Tansley. “Other schools are undertaking 
different fundraising initiatives during 
the month of  April to support Kerry’s 
place. Tulips are really cool because 
we’re thinking about the weather turning 
warmer, springing forth, and I think when 
we thinka bout spring we think about 
change and that’s refreshing. I think this is 
really neat in how it pairs up because while 
we’re thinking about autism awareness 
and the growth of  these flowers, we will 
be able to see our community grow in 
terms of  awareness of  what autism is.”

For more about Tulips for Autism and how you 
can order yourself  a bunch, visit www.kerrysplace.
org/tulipsforautism. 

Individuals with autism can  
do the same things as you 
and I, or anyone else, but  
they might have a different 

way of going about it. 
Knowing that it is okay to be 
different and knowing that it 
is okay that you might have 
a classmate who is a little bit 
different from you and being 
accepting of how they may 
approach a certain task or 

a certain problem.
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM  
FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

Women of Infl uence (WIN) Luncheon 
Join Us: Tuesday, April 10 at Urban Park Playland, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm.

Hot Topic: Grow, Exit or Step Back
Join Us: Wednesday, April 11 at Saint Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 7:30 am – 9:30 am.

Vote Prosperity: 2018 Ontario Election Focus on Business Candidate Discussion
Join Us: Save the Date! May 16, 2018.

Learn More & Register:   www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Connecting Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca     905-727-7262    
info@aurorachamber.on.ca     Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Grow, Exit or Step Back with Guest Speaker John Hotson

Join Us: Wednesday, April 11 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 

This event is proudly sponsored by York Small Business Enterprise Centre (YSBEC). 

Visit: www.aurorachamber.on.ca for event registration and details. 

Learn How to Build Value and Plan for the Future

What’s the Next Phase for Your Business?

Over the next six years more than half of Canadian businesses will 
be in transition. Fifty-percent of those businesses will either be sold, 
or ownership transferred to management or a family member. The 
other 50% will either close or stagnate because the owners are 
unsure of what to do.

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

TD Bank’s upcoming closure is latest chapter in  
a bootlegging, gambling corner

By Brock Weir 

Aurora’s main crossroads will be 
down another bank this summer.

TD Bank, currently located on 
the northeast corner of  Yonge and 
Wellington Streets, announced the 
closure of  this branch last week, 
effective July 27, citing a decline in 
customer traffic.

Accounts will transfer to their branch 
on the southeast corner of  Yonge Street 
and Dunning Avenue.

Aurora’s historic downtown core 
was, until two short years ago, served by 
no less than three banks.

The CIBC shuttered its Wellington 
location two years ago, moving 
operations south on Yonge to the 
Aurora Shopping Centre.

Following TD’s closure this summer, 

the Bank of  Montreal will be the last 
one standing.

The current TD branch first opened 
its doors on May 1, 1973, replacing the 
Queen’s Hotel, which stood on the site 
until its demolition in December 1970.

The corner first merits a mention 
in local lore, according to historian 
Jacqueline Stuart, in 1834 when the 
land was acquitted by Richard Machell, 
adding to his land holdings on the south 
side of  Wellington, creating Machell’s 
Corners, the name borne by what is 
now Aurora until the 1860s.

The first record of  a building being 
on the land dates back to 1853 and, by 
1865, it was established as the site of  a 
hotel.

The hotel had an eventful history, 
housing dignitaries who gathered in 
Town for Edward Blake’s historic 
“Aurora Speech” in 1874, and later 

years were punctuated by busts for 
illegal alcohol sales, “keeping liquor 
in an illegal place”, the illegal sale of  
beer in 1934 and, one year later, seeing 
hotel owner John Ripley charged with 
running a gambling house out of  the 
hotel.

Aurora had been a “dry” community 
since 1916 and remained so until 1960.

The property was sold to the Toronto 
Dominion Bank in 1970.

Meanwhile, further south on Yonge 
Street, Canadian Tire is no longer 
selling its former store site on Yonge 
and Murray.

The space has stood largely vacant 
since the chain moved to Bayview and 
River Ridge Road two years ago, into 
the site vacated by Target. It had been 
up for sale through most of  last year.

While the site itself  might not be up 
for sale, the property owners are looking 
to maximise its potential future uses.  
It is currently zoned for a retail store 
selling home products, automotive, 

sports and leisure supplies – general 
fare for Canadian Tire – but they are 
looking to expand potential uses to 
bake shops, banks, professional offices, 
clinics, dry cleaning stores, restaurants 
and a number of  other options. 

Council is holding off  on granting 
a decision on their zoning amendment 
application.

“Canadian Tire did approach us a 
little while ago wanting to proceed with 
their zoning amendment application,” 
said Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning. “They indicated 
the property was no longer for sale and 
they wanted to rezone the property for 
additional commercial uses and try and 
attract some tenants.”

Canadian Tire, he said, has asked for 
the staff  report  on their amendment 
application to be removed in the 
interests of  pursuing partnerships with 
the neighbouring landowners.

With files from Jacqueline Stuart 

TD Bank will close its Yonge and Wellington doors this summer after 45 years, merging  
business with their branch on Dunning. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

FAMILY DAY DINING BENEFITS CHATS – Representatives from CHATS (Community & Home  
Assistance to Seniors) were welcomed to Wimpy’s Diner on Yonge Street last week to receive a 
cheque from the restaurant. Wimpy’s donated proceeds from their Family Day pancake event 
to the Aurora-based organization. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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MENSWEARMR

MR MENSWEAR 
15117 Yonge St (downtown Aurora)

905.713.1501  |  www.mrmenswear.ca
Sun: 11–3  Mon: Closed  Tues/Wed: 10–6  Thurs/Fri: 10–8  Sat: 9:30–5

Thank You Aurora 
(and the rest of York region) 

for all your support.

Mike Rathke

New Spring ‘18 Collections Arriving Daily

*Hope to see you at this years annual Girls and Guys Night Out 
Fashion/Fundraiser event on Wed. April 18th.  ⎜ See link below

                                                                                 https://aurora.snapd.com/events/view/1133191

I’M BACK!

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Yonge and Wellington development raises  
traffic worries

By Brock Weir 

It’s almost complete, and when it is, 
a new stacked townhouse development 
near the northwest corner of  Yonge and 
Wellington will bring 126 new homes to 
Aurora’s downtown core.

While the development will bring 
new people into the area, just how they 
are going to get in and out, has raised 
concerns around the Council table. 

Council last week, sitting at the 
committee level, sounded alarm bells 
over the Treasure Hill development, 126 
stacked back-to-back townhouse units 
built on the site of  the grocery store 
which once stood at Aurora’s busiest 
intersection. 

Council approved an official plan 
amendment in June of  2016, converting 
this site into a residential designation, and 
thus paving the way for the townhouse 
development, including visitor parking 
and private roads on the site.

But these private roads only go so far.
The development foregoes access 

onto Yonge Street, which is seen as a 
positive for drivers travelling north and 
south, but the only way one can access 
the new development is off  Machell 
Avenue, which connects at Wellington 
Street West.

There is only one way in, there is 
only one way out, and this could be a 
problem, according to some Council 
members.

“I am kind of  speechless,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, asking 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  
Planning, if  Central York Fire Services 
had approved a plan with no secondary 
access for fire and emergency vehicles. 

“The site plan was approved about 
a year ago and construction is near 
completion,” replied Mr. Ramunno. “It 
met the fire route requirements and all 
the other site plan design criteria.”

Some Councillors nevertheless 

remained sceptical, with suggestions 
the Town undertake a traffic study of  
its own, above and beyond the one 
provided, as required, by the developers 
themselves.

“Once this site is up and running, will 
staff  be conducting any type of  traffic 
study of  our own, considering it is only 
a one-way in and out from Machell 
and then, from there, entering onto 
Wellington?” asked Councillor Tom 
Mrakas. “Right now it is a difficult turn 
to manoeuvre.”

Occupancy, said Mr. Ramunno, is 
expected this fall and Aurora typically 
doesn’t undertake a traffic study of  its 
own. That being said, he added they 
could have their in-house traffic analyst 
go out and monitor the site once it is fully 
occupied. Proper traffic transportation 
studies were already conducted, he 
concluded.

“While I appreciate that, the applicant 
did do a traffic study and I think we 
have seen this many times that I don’t 
think we have seen an applicant come 
forward with a traffic study that says 
there is too much traffic and it won’t be 
able to handle it,” Councillor Mrakas 
continued. “I would prefer us to do our 
own traffic study and maybe we can 
speak to the Region as well and have 
them look at doing a traffic study and 
some counts along Wellington coming 
out of  Machell. I believe there are going 
to be some issues with traffic once that is 
up and running.”

Councillors Gaertner and Mrakas 
weren’t the only ones with these 
concerns.

Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
for instance, said while she likes the 
development as it is progressing just 
north of  the intersection, she said she 
hoped it wouldn’t cause a traffic concern.

“I think the goal is the people in the 
area who live there hopefully use transit 
and walk because everything is there,” she 
said. “Hopefully transit is a great option 

for them and I am thankful that we’re 
coming to the end of  this development 
and happy to move forward with this.”

Nevertheless, none of  this allayed 
Councillor Gaertner’s concerns. 

“To me, having a fairly dense 
development at Yonge and Wellington 
in our downtown core that doesn’t have 
a secondary emergency exit, even if  it 
isn’t an exit that is in use [in case] fire, 
etc., need to use it, I find it very strange 
and in 14 years I have never seen any 

plan that we have ever approved that 
had only one entrance and exit to be 
used in case of  an emergency.”

There is pedestrian access out to 
Yonge Street, Mr. Ramunno remarked 
and while traffic will have this singular 
access point, it has been vetted through 
both the municipality’s engineering and 
planning department, as well as with 
Central York Fire Services. 

“If  Fire is happy with that, I am 
pleased to hear it,” she said.

Traffic from the upcoming “Treasure Hill” development on the northwest side of Yonge and 
Wellington has generated Council concerns. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

 

 

Marquee's ELITE 
Teen Group

Live at the Newmarket Theatre!
505 Pickering Cres., Newmarket

Tuesday 
April 10 
7:30pm 

 
Wednesday 

April 11 
 7:30pm 

 
Tickets $17 

each

 order online at newtix.ca or call 905-953-5122

Transformation Lives Here

Join the Aurora Cultural Centre Board of Directors and share your passion 
for the arts.

Now in our 8th year, the Aurora Cultural Centre has grown to welcome over 
32,000 visits annually. Engagement in the arts is vibrant and growing in our 
community; join us, and bring your experience and knowledge to the Board.

Qualifi cations: 

• Related experience with non-profi t Boards, committees, associations or 
other community groups as a member, donor, volunteer, or staff.

• Transferable skills for Board governance particularly in Finance, HR, Fund-
raising, Public Relations etc.

• Personal attributes of benefi t to the Cultural Centre e.g. active contributor, 
team player, personal network, problem solver, creative thinker, etc.

• Time and energy to contribute as a member and volunteer on committees, 
fundraising, special events and other activities.

• Must be a resident of York Region. 

Please send a brief outline of your interest with a resume or CV by email to:  
info@auroraculturalcentre.ca (before April 27) with a subject line of BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. 

Inspire   Engage   Transform 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, Aurora, ON  L4G 1G4  
905 713-1818
Auroraculturalcentre.ca

Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

To order key tags, please visit waramps.ca 
or call 1 800 250-3030. When you use 

key tags, you help support programs 
for amputees.

The War Amps returns nearly 13,000 sets 
of lost keys every year!

“I want to thank the person who found my 
keys and called the number on the back of 
my key tag. I received my keys back from 
The War Amps today by courier. You guys 

are fast!” – War Amps supporter

The War Amps 

Key Tag 
Service

Botanica looks at the life force in nature – and humans
By Brock Weir

Tree branches are gnarled, bare 
reminders of  seasons past, but spring 
is in the air. Soon each trunk, stem 
and twig will erupt in new buds, new 
growth, ready to give again.

You might dismiss them during the 
barren winter months, overlooking their 
beauty and what they have to offer and 
this, in the eyes of  artist Julia Hacker, 
is just one of  the many intersections of  
flora and fauna.

On Friday, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre formally opened Botanica, an 
exhibition of  new works by the North 
York-based artist which “speak to the 
life cycle, daily medications of  growth 
and discovery.”

Inspired by the world around her, 
Ms. Hacker says the root of  the project 

can be found in “very simple, almost 
mundane” things – but only on the 
surface.

“I realised in life there are no 
mundane things; they might look a little 
bit that way on the surface, but they’re 
not,” she says. “One day I was walking 
my dog and it was a very grey day in 
the late fall. There was 
no beautiful foliage, no 
flowers, bare branches, 
just nakedness in nature. 
But, I was struck that all 
of  this ugliness is what 
holds life and nature. If  
you don’t have a trunk, if  
you don’t have a branch, 
new flowers will never 
come and I thought 
that was the same with 
personalities.

“When you have a 
trunk – the character 
inside you – you are then 
able to dress yourself  
up, get a new lease on 
life. Then it matures, 
brings late blooms and 
fades. Then, the next season comes 
again, and there is this endless idea 
of  rebranding yourself. I saw that we 
get it from nature and I realised how 
we’re really so connected. We have to 
learn how to sustain the harsh winter 
in life, in a relationship or a financial 
situation. As long as you’re there, as long 
as you’re strong, good things will come 
back. It gives me a lot of  positivity.” 
A fashion designer by training, 
Ms. Hacker describes her artistic 
style and themes as “contemporary 
impressionism,” along with “paintings 
of  nature and the feminine mystique.” 
That “and” is very important. It certainly 
isn’t an “or.”

“You are conditioned to think in your 
life as a woman you’re only feminine 
and attractive in your young years,” she 
explains. “I realised that is so not true. 
Even if  you look in nature, you’re not 
just attracted to the brand new flowers. 
Look at the dandelion when it just pops 
up. It is yellow and bright, and one 
way or another you’re drawn to it. It 

doesn’t matter if  you’re irritated, but it 
is bright and beautiful to look at. It’s the 
same with a youthful woman; she is so 
pleasing to the eye, so lovely, and when 
the dandelion gets to the mature stage, 
it’s all white, puffy and fragile.

“When a woman matures, we have 
more wisdom but there is this fragility. 

What’s more attractive? 
The beautiful flower that 
might be dingy in our 
eyes, or the wonderful 
white globe of  the mature 
dandelion? The life of  
a flower is so short and 
you might think that’s 
it, that’s our life as a 
woman. We mature and 
then life is over. But you 
can’t always get rid of  the 
dandelion. We’re always 
coming back, trying to 
make points, saying to 
people around us, ‘I’m 
still here, I’m still valuable 
in my way of  life, in my 
femininity, my wisdom 
and my different angles.”

Now on through May 5, Botanica 
showcases abstracted botanical life 
on large canvasses. “Magically,” says 
the Cultural Centre, “bright oils and 
metallic mixed media combine to create 
inspirational pieces that speak to the life 
cycle and daily meditations of  growth 
and discovery.”

These discoveries can be made 
anywhere you look and Ms. Hacker says 
she hopes her paintings inspire people 
to take a second look at “very familiar 
surroundings” and “see the beauty that 
is right there in front of  them.”

“Sometimes you can’t appreciate what 
is right there in front of  you,” she says. 
Life is so beautiful. When you look at 
nature and every attractive curve of  the 
branch is a hidden power and force for 
life and it just takes time to awaken it. I 
want people to understand the positivity 
of  life itself. I am interested in the twists 
of  the branches, the twists in strength. 
They are like blood vessels, pulsating 
with energy and life. It is inside each of  
us. We just have to look inside.” 

Artist Julia Hacker’s work focuses on the power of nature. Her new exhibition, Botanica, is 
now on at the Aurora Cultural Centre. The artist is pictured here at the exhibition’s opening 
reception on Friday night.                         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

I realised in life  
there are no  

mundane things; they 
might look a 

 little bit that way  
on the surface,  
but they’re not. 
Sometimes you  
can’t appreciate  

what is right there  
in front of you
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MARCH BREAK FUN – There was no shortage of family fun to be had in Aurora during March Break. (Top Row)  The TVOKids Crew brought their book tour to the Aurora Public 
Library, which had over 100 parents and kids enthralled. Meanwhile, bottom, over at the Aurora Cultural Centre, the To Be Determined Theatre presented the stage adaptation of Phoebe 
Gilman’s classic story Jillian Jiggs to a sold-out crowd – which also included the late author’s daughter Melissa Bender. The play was followed by themed arts and crafts in the Great Hall Gallery.
                        

Auroran photos by Brock Weir and Glenn Rodger
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CLEAN-UP DAY
AURORA’S ANNUAL

940
kilograms
collected

HELPING KEEP AURORA BEAUTIFUL 

JOIN THIS YEAR’S CLEAN-UP DAY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 14 • 2018

300
volunteers

Register now at aurora.ca/cleanup

Last year’s event
included:

YOUR
AURORA 
YOUR
VOICE

Help find solutions
to the traffic and
community issues
that matter to you.

Register now:
placespeak.com/aurora



PLACESPEAK
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By Brock Weir

Average home water bills in Aurora 
are set to rise $25 per quarter this year.

Council is expected to sign off  this 
week on the 2018 Water, Wastewater 
and Stormwater Budgets, which will see 
rates rise for wastewater and stormwater 
services, and a slight dip for regular 
out-of-tap water services.

This year will see the retail water 
rate go down by just over 12 per cent 
to $2.01 per cubic metre, but the 
wastewater rate will rise 33.3 per cent, 
for a combined impact of  9.2 per cent 
on the tax bill.

The average household uses 62 
cubic metres of  water per year and, 
using these metrics, the household will 
see their bills rise by $25.61 for each 
quarterly bill. 

Part of  the pressure is the ever-
increasing bulk water rate from the 
Region of  York, from which Aurora’s 
water is purchased. Their bulk water 
rate is going up by 11.3 per cent, 
along with a 7.5 per cent increase for 
wastewater.

This year’s water budget will see 
some juggling in the three different 
areas to achieve the correct balance. 
According to the report before Council 
by Town Treasurer Dan Elliott, last 
year’s water budget included “errors in 
forecasting” where wholesale costs for 
water were overstated by more than $1 
million. On the other hand, wholesale 
costs for wastewater were understated 
by more than $1 million.

In short, Aurora residents 
consumed less water than purchased 
by the municipality but the municipal 
purchase still needs to be paid for. 

“People are buying less water. That 
means there is less contribution to pay 
for these operational costs, so that 
puts an upward rate pressure on the 
budget,” said Mr. Elliott. “The more 
customers does the opposite and they 
almost outweigh each other, but the 
growth of  more customers does put a 
downward pressure on the water rates, 
and a downward pressure on storm 
rates. 

“We have wholesale costs 
continuing to increase, however while 
the [Region] rates are increasing , 
household demand per household 
is actually decreasing and there are 
a number of  factors there. Despite 
growth, our water consumption is 
not actually growing all that much as 
household demand is decreasing. Our 
fixed costs, I believe, are in good order. 
The growth has been adding pressures 
to us from a staffing perspective, so 
this budget is asking for two new 
staff, an additional mechanic in fleet 
maintenance area, our shop is having 
difficulty maintaining the entire fleet 
and keeping things operational and 
ready for the day’s activities. We’re also 
requesting a full time status conversion 
of  an existing full time contract in our 
financial services area to support the 
water administration. With growth 
and real estate activity, there are a lot 
of  factors that are driving the need for 
staffing there.”

Looking at the numbers, Council 
questioned the long line of  bulk water 
rate increases handed down from the 
Region of  York, including Councillor 
Michael Thompson who said while 
this was once said to only be a short-
term measure, the finish line keeps 
getting pushed. 

“Since I have been on Council, the 
wholesale rates have been increasing 
nine or 10 per cent every year,” 
said Councillor Thompson to Mr. 
Elliott. “Whenever we gave gotten 
the outlook… It seems every time we 
get closer to the taper down point, 
the Region comes back and says we 
still need to keep it around that nine 
or 10 per cent. Are you confident the 
current forecast calling for it to taper 
down in the next few years will actually 
happen?”

But Mr. Elliott said he was confident 
that his forecast aligned with the 
Region’s forecast – and that was as far 
as he would go. 

“With great respect, the Region puts 

out their forecast and I only convey it 
to you as factually as I can,” he said. “It 
seems that they predict a waning down. 
In the meantime, they are through 
their five year update program, they 
find more costs down the road or the 
cost escalations are through the roof… 

and I have experienced the same thing 
in our own shop.

“The rate is being driven primarily 
from their own contributions to 
their reserves and looking after their 
infrastructure, but also upstream from 
them is the Region of  Peel and the City 

of  Toronto doing the same thing with 
their wholesale rates. It is a tumbling 
effect. Fortunately for us, we’re 
pretty much near end of  our full cost 
recovery approach with the exception 
of  stormwater. We have some work 
there to do, still.”

Average home water bills set to rise $100 for the year
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Chamber Pub
& Grill 

Over $7500
in giveaways

See the latest
trends

Exclusive Offers
& Specials

1400 Wellington Street East
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1
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looking for a chance to operate vending 
machines and concession stands at 
municipal facilities to stock a minimum 
of  55 per cent healthy eating options.

In addition to the mandatory 
requirement for 55 per cent healthy 
food options is the elimination of  plain 
bottled water at the point of  sale, with 
exceptions for bottled carbonated and 
flavoured water, and a provision that 
empty refillable bottles can be made 
available for sale.

The move came after a campaign led 
by parents and teens in the community 
under the banner of  “Real Food 
First,” a name so-chosen, explained 
parent Kasie Savage, to illustrate they 
define “real food” as food having real 
nutritional value, which garnered 
the support of  over 700 community 
members.

“We have to give thanks for a 
grassroots organization coming 
forward,” said Councillor John Abel at 
last week’s General Committee meeting. 
“I have always said one of  our best assets 
is our community and this demonstrates 
exactly that – getting involved with your 
community and listening to them and 
then bringing it forward to Council 
for consideration. This is truly a great 
example of  what good work and 
conscientious engagement does.” 

While Councillor Abel made 
unsuccessful efforts to amend the RFP to 
include a reduction in the sheer number 
of  vending machines now in place at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 
he supported the provision to address 
the plastic water bottle issue.

“In Norway, they have effectively 
eliminated the disposing of  plastic water 
bottles,” he said. “I am wondering if, 

in our RFP (Request for Proposal) we 
can explore where a deposit is required 
on bottled water and, when you’re 
finished, you put [the bottle] back 
into the machine and it gives you your 
deposit? They are able to recycle the 
bottles four to eight times. It’s a great 
way to reduce plastic and it might be a 
great initiative.”

Although this option didn’t gain 
traction the first time around – and 
could be brought up again by the time 
Council moves to ratify the RFP this 
week – this was part of  the general 
trend taking aim at the plastic problem.

“I would like to see the elimination 
of  plastic water bottles in general,” said 
Councillor Jeff  Thom. “I was down at 
an event in Niagara Falls…and they 
had a big sign over their concession that 
their whole municipality has gotten rid 
of  plastic bottles. They had vending 
machines that had cans of  beverages, 
but they got rid of  the plastic. This 
is a step in the right direction, 
especially when the Town provides 
water that is safe, clean, delicious and 
readily available at filling stations.” 
Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: “This 
is a good first step in providing healthy 
options for our residents and children 
in our community. I am thrilled, from 
an environmental perspective, of  
eliminating single use bottled water. I 
would like to see it go even further but 
overall this is a great first step.”

Last week’s discussion, however, 
wasn’t just a rubber stamp. There 
were some concerns raised by Council 
members. In addition to Councillor 
Abel’s contention that the numbers of  
vending machines at the SARC clutter 
the building and should be reduced, 
others wanted to ensure that the tastes 
of  recreation centre users would still be 
met.

“Let’s say that everybody loves Coffee 
Crisps and despite the fact there is 55 

per cent healthy foods, you have a line-
up of  people on a nightly basis asking 
for Coffee Crisp,” said Councillor Paul 
Pirri. “This wouldn’t impede the owner 
of  the concession stand to refill that one 
item, would it?”

He was assured by Lisa Warth, 
Acting Parks Director, that the Town 
could not enforce that particular kind 
of  inventory control. 

Others, such as Councillor Harold 
Kim, questioned whether Councillors 
could approach local companies with 
that already serve up from a healthy 
angle, letting them know that this RFP 
was available.

“We all know that human behaviour 
takes time to change,” he said. 
“Acceptance may take months, if  not 
years, to change, and I don’t think 
healthy eating habits are any different, 
although I suspect Aurora’s adoption 
might be different because of  our sports 
history and so forth.

“We all know that proven brands 
sell,” he said. “If  you have a Starbucks, 
a Tim Hortons, or Longo’s, people 
have the recognition and know about 
the quality and types of  foods offered. 
It’s an instant success. There is no 
adoption period and it is not necessarily 
a money-losing operation.”

But staff  said such an approach – 
from either a Council or staff  member 
– would violate existing procurement 
measures. 

“It is a bit of  a dangerous slope. If  
you’re simply keeping the conversation 
to, ‘Hey, the Town has an opportunity 
I would like you to have a look…’ 
keep it to that, that’s fine,” said Town 
Treasurer Dan Elliott. “Otherwise you 
venture into the grey area of  lobbying 
and we have a blackout period. We 
have to be very careful about that so 
we don’t have disqualify a bidder for 
lobbying or crossing the blackout 
period.”
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CHARTWELL.COM

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

15055 Yonge Street, Aurora • 289-648-4113 

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

200 John West Way, Aurora • 289-648-4099 

Communicate  
and plan  
how you want  
to live
Learn how with  
Dr. Amy D’Aprix’s 
Essential Conversations at
chartwell.com/ 
essential-conversations

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve 
parenting, support, and property issues 
arising from separating families. A practitioner 
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaff ney

Parents heartened by move to “nourish 
community” with “Real Food”

By Brock Weir

When Kasie Savage stood at the 
Council podium last month, she was 
backed not only by a handful of  parents, 
kids and advocates on either side of  her 
– but by over 700 community members 
each sharing a vision for “Real Food” 
across Aurora.

This vision is set to take the next step 
towards fruition when the Town puts 
out a Request for Proposal (RFP) that 
will require at least 55 per cent healthy 
options available at concession stands 
and vending machines throughout the 
municipality.

It’s a bold move, she said, but one 
that Aurora is ready to pioneer.

As Council signed off  on the 55 per 
cent requirement at the Committee level 
this week, Ms. Savage returned to the 
podium to encourage elected officials to 
roll with the momentum and carry this 
sentiment across the finish line.

“[We] asked you to make a tough 
decision,” she said. “That decision was 
to reconsider the sad and unhealthy 
status quo of  our recreation centre 
concessions and, instead, choose a 
path less travelled, a path with a few 
curves and bumps along the way, but 
ultimately a path that will lead to a 
healthier, more vital Aurora. As we 
gathered support, some naysayers 
said to us, ‘Oh, you can’t change their 
minds. Don’t even bother. There’s no 
point. They are just concessions.’ We 
disagreed, and last month each and 
every one of  you unanimously agreed 
there is a gross disconnect between the 
Town’s mandate to promote health and 
physical activity and the junk and sugar 
dispensaries located near centres of  
wellness.

“Each and every one of  you agreed 
that we can do better, we must do 
better: 55 per cent real food to nourish 

our community and kids, junk food 
moved to less visible locations (out 
of  sight, out of  mind), affordable 
healthy options placed visibly up front 
where hands big and small can easily 
grab and go, and proper marketing 
and education, spiffing up the look 
aesthetically and making it look more 
appealing. It’s an easy fix with huge 
and lasting implications, improving the 
health of  Aurorans by providing choice. 
The new RFP that staff  has worked on, 
that we reviewed, reflects these changes 
beautifully.”

Renewing the commitment of  this 
parent and community group, Real 
Food First, to stay involved with the 
project through to completion, they 
were praised by Council members for 
their drive in steering this forward.

“I can’t wait to see the change,” said 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “I am 
very proud of  you coming forward and 
all the residents and not giving up.”

Councillor Harold Kim also thanked 
Ms. Savage as the group’s representative, 
noting that the staff  report on the RFP 
indicates the changes at the concession 
stands could cost anywhere between 
$5,000 and $30,000. He asked the group 
whether or not they would be willing 
to “roll up their sleeves” to help with 
the creativity and labour to make this 
possible and while Ms. Savage said she 
couldn’t make a $30,000 commitment 
on the group’s behalf, she said they were 
more than willing to commit to helping.

“I think it is a great jumping off  
point – that this becomes the standard 
for all communities,” she said. “I am 
sure that 55 per cent will edge forward 
and become a larger percentage, but 
I can say on behalf  of  the group that 
we are more than satisfied with the 
recommendations as put forth.”

When Councillor Kim asked her 
thoughts on notes in the staff  report on 
how similar projects were less than fully 

embraced in other communities, Ms. 
Savage said that it “took my emotional 
excitement to an immediate low” but 
further research buoyed their spirits. 

“Based on the research we‘ve done, 
I would say that they encountered the 
same stumbling blocks the Town of  
Aurora might have encountered in 
terms of  dipping your toe in but not 
going all the way in terms of  placement 
of  the items,” she said, referring to 
last year’s lukewarmly-received pilot 
project offering a handful of  healthy 
alternatives at select recreational centre 
concessions. “These pilot projects all 
had very similar execution plan and it 
wasn’t successful for a variety of  reasons.

“Aurora is in a really unique position 
demographically where I think citizens 
and residents, as opposed to some of  
those more rural communities, based 
on education, income level, are more 
accepting and interested in eating 
healthy foods, so I think it will be more 
successful here instead of  testing it 
somewhere else. I understand why they 
tested it there, because the needs of  
the community were such they wanted 
to promote healthy living based on 
obesity levels and diabetes. I don’t think 
we’re necessarily in that situation but I 

think they rolled it out with the same 
stumbling block other communities did 
– just like Aurora.”

Among those fighting for “Real Food First” are Kasie Savage, Tracy Smith, Spence Savage, 
Allison Boyd, Andrea Webb, and Elise Volpe. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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peameal bacon 
cured boneless 
pork loin 
rolled in cornmeal
20145616

Tropicana 946 mL-1.75 L, 
Simply 1.54 L 

juice, 
Gold Peak 

iced tea 1.75 L or 
Pure Leaf tea 

946 mL-1.75 L
selected varieties 

refrigerated
20065217

24=48 ROLLS
Royale Velour

bathroom tissue
selected varieties

20743999

Cracker Barrel cheese bar 
400/460 g, shredded cheese 250-320 g 

or Saputo Mozzarellissima 500 g 
selected varieties  20769735004

THUR-SAT 
ONLY!

PINT
blueberries
product of Chile 

no. 1 grade
20080137001

when you spend 
$225† or more.
That’s $25 in rewards.  
†When you spend $225 or more before applicable taxes and after all other 
coupons, discounts or PC Optimum points redemptions are deducted, in a single 
transaction, at any Real Canadian Superstore location, [excludes purchases of 
tobacco, alcohol products, prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, 
joefresh.com, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, etc.) 
and any other products which are provincially regulated], you will earn the points 
indicated. Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to award 
points based on error or misprints. 
Offer valid Thursday, March 29th to Wednesday, April 4th, 2018.

Get

25,000

SKINLESS
True North fresh 
Atlantic salmon fillets 
subject to availability
20663397

ALL WEEK LONG 
CAP-OFF prime rib grilling steak
cut from Canada AAA grade beef or USDA Choice 
beef cut in-store, club size, self-serve tray 
20811610

CUT-IN STORE
CAP-OFF prime rib oven roast
cut from Canada AAA grade beef or USDA Choice grade beef. 
Self-serve tray.  20812304

 

*Unless we are unable to due to unforeseen technical difficulties

ALL CHECKOUT 
LANES OPEN 

GUARANTEED*

THIS THURSDAY 12PM - 9PM
AND SATURDAY 8AM - 6PM

ONTARIO

RCSS TAB 1Flyer prices effective from Thursday, March 29th to Wednesday, April 4th, 2018. See back page for details. VISIT SUPERSTORE.CA FOR HOLIDAY HOURS.

1418_01_RCSS_FPD_FRONT.indd   1 2018-03-22   3:15 PM

WEEK
14/18

PAGE
02

DOCKET # 172948 
SIGN OFF PRODUCTION CREATIVE Q.C. CSR TEAM 

LEAD

RSS FINAL SIZE: 10.5x10.5”
IMAGE AREA 9.75x9.75”

PRINERGY 
PROOF

Big on Fresh, 
Low on Price.

298
LB

6.57/kg

198
EA

 

498
EA

 

See back page for flyer details.

asparagus
product of Mexico,  

no. 1 grade
20135377001

clementines 
product of Morocco, 4 lb
20054025001

10 LB BAG 
Farmer’s Market™  
white or Russet potatoes
product of Ontario, Canada no. 1 grade  
20600991001

ONTARIO

RCSS TAB 2

1418_02_RCSS_3B_PROD.indd   1 2018-03-20   7:57 PM



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 29, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 29, 2018Page  16             Page 17

PICK-UP

ONLY

SPECIAL

         

GRAND
OPENIN

G

      ...to our 

AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE 14800 YONGE STREET
905-503-8-503

Large Pizza with FREE Toppings  

for $14.99 + Tax                  

Medium Pizza with one Topping 

for $5.99+Tax

Now looking for drivers, call or visit our location.

EXCHANGING IDEAS  
WITH YOUR  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Please join me at our town hall to discuss  
the tough issues facing our community and our country 

SAT. APRIL 7th, 2018  
1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Richmond Green  Secondary School 

(1 William F. Bell Pkwy) 

Richmond Hill  

LEONA ALLESLEV, MP 
Aurora—Oak Ridges—Richmond Hill  

12820 Yonge Street, suite 202 
Richmond Hill, ON L4E 4H1 

905.773.8358 

Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca www.LeonaAlleslevMP.ca 

/LeonaAlleslev 

@LeonaAlleslev 

@LeonaAlleslev 
905.727.4258

Furnace 
Clean & Check!

off $10*

 *$10.00 taken off fi nal invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, Fireplace 
or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers cannot be combined. Oliver reserves the right to limit promo.

Call for complete details. Must be presented to technician at time of call 
Expires March 31, 2018 136 Wellington Street East, Aurora

www.tholiver.com

®

Caring for 
Our Community

newroads.ca
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The Atom A Aurora Panthers took home the bronze in the LLFHL championship weekend in 
Toronto on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Atom A Panthers earn bronze at 
Lower Lakes championship

By Jake Courtepatte

The Atom A Aurora Panthers took 
home some hardware this weekend 
after a down-to-the-wire finish in the 
Lower Lakes Female Hockey League 
championship.

The Panthers squeaked into the 
third-place game thanks to a win and 
three ties in the round robin at Canlan 
York in Toronto, meeting on Sunday 
with the North Halton Twisters, who 
they defeated 1 – 0 in the opening day 

of  the tournament.
A back-and-forth affair had the 

two teams knotted at two after three 
periods, while a four-on-four overtime 
frame solved nothing.

Aurora managed to score the only 
goal of  the shootout, earning the 
bronze medal in the process.

The Bantam A Panthers were 
Aurora’s only other representative in 
the tournament, falling 4 – 1 to the 
Brampton Canadettes on Saturday 
to officially bow out of  podium 
contention.

Tigers best Cougars to advance to OJHL Conference finals
By Jake Courtepatte

In a cat fight, the Tigers proved to 
be the kings of  the jungle.

The Junior A Aurora Tigers are 
moving on to the OJHL NorthEast 
Conference finals after a five-game 
series win over the Cobourg Cougars, 
which culminated Friday in a decisive 
7 – 2 road victory.

Marching into the Cobourg 
Community Centre on Thursday 
with a 3 – 0 series lead, the Tigers 
failed to close out the series in a 5 – 
4 overtime loss, with Cobourg’s Mac 
Lowry keeping his team’s season alive 
just over eight minutes into the extra 
frame.

Captain Jake Bricknell scored twice 
for Aurora, while Joseph Mizzi and 
Brock Welsh each added singles.

They bounced back Friday with an 
explosive third period that saw them 
move on to the third round for the first 
time in five seasons.

Up 2 – 1 heading into the third 
thanks to goals from Mizzi and Tyler 
Davis, Rizvan Mansurov gave the 
Tigers a commanding lead with a pair 
of  markers, while Austin Eastman 
made it 5 – 1 with just five minutes to 
go.

Luca Esposito added an empty 
netter, while JD Falconer put the icing 
on the cake with a goal in the final 
thirty seconds.

It has been quite a week for the 
Tigers, who just had alumnus Dylan 
Sikura sign with the NHL’s Chicago 
Blackhawks, while longtime volunteer 
Vivenne Bridgeford was named the 
OJHL’s Volunteer of  the Year.

Forty-plus years with the organization 
earned her the title, mostly working 
as a box office ticket seller though 
also performing the diligent duties of  
serving through the booster club room 
at the Aurora Community Centre for 
some time.

“I don’t do it to see a hockey game, I 
do it to see the smile on people’s faces,” 

she said. “The people are now a part 
of  the family.”

“It’s simple, Vivienne is Aurora 
Tigers,” said president and owner Jim 
Thomson.

“Her passion and commitment are 
unmatched anywhere.”

She made the trip to Alberta when 
the Tigers took home the national 
title at the RBC Cup in 2004, but 
wasn’t able to make the trip when they 
returned to the top spot in 2007.

“I told Jim that three would be nice,” 
said Bridgeford. “Maybe this year?”

The incredible run of  this year’s 
most improved squad will resume 
next week in the conference final, 
against either the Wellington Dukes 
or Newmarket Hurricanes, who play 
the decisive game seven of  their series 
Tuesday following press time.

On the other side, the Toronto 
Lakeshore Patriots will face off  
against the Georgetown Raiders in the 
SouthWest Conference final.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com. 
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          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2018/2019 REGISTRATION  

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2018 
 
In-House Registration dates: April 4, 11, 18, 25 (6 – 9 pm) 
 April 7, 14, 21, 28 (10 am – 1:00 pm) 
     AMHA Office at the Aurora Community Centre 
     Yonge/Aurora Heights Drive 
      
Please refer to our website at www.auroraminorhockey.com for Rep tryout policies and schedules.   
 
REGISTRATION fees for the 2018/2019 season are:  
 
 
Early Bird Registration Fee 
 
$610.00  Players born 1998 through 2012* 
 
(Registration fees increase by $50 on June 1, 2018 and $100 on July 1, 2018) 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*New players with Aurora Minor Hockey must submit a copy of a birth certificate or passport and 
proof of residency. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
Refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2018 (less a $25 admin fee). 
 
Players MUST be registered PRIOR to any tryouts for AAA or any AMHA rep team. AMHA 
tryouts begin April 23, 2018.  Tryout passport information is available online. 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2018. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The Aurora Minor Hockey Association is proud to introduce 

 

Tiger Cubs Hockey 
Tiger Cubs Hockey is a fun on-ice skills 
development program for boys and girls, 
ages 4 and 5 (born in 2013 and/or 2014). 
Our program will begin in September 2018 
and carry through to March 2019, with ice 
times on Saturday and Sunday mornings, 
including games and practices. 

Tiger Cubs Hockey is focused on fun, 
development and instruction for boys and 
girls. We are thrilled to be welcoming kids 
into this brand new program and we offer 
the following: 

A $350 registration fee for Aurora 
residents and $375 registration fee for 
non-Aurora residents 

Team rosters of 17 players with 
teams that are balanced by age and 
skill 

We will certify every volunteer 
interested in coaching to Hockey 
Canada standards…this certification 
will carry our volunteers beyond Tiger 
Cubs Hockey 

 A year-end awards banquet for all 
Tiger Cubs! 

It’s an exciting time for our association and 
we can hardly wait for the Tiger Cubs 
Hockey season to start! In-house 
registration begins on April 4, 2018.  

For more information, please visit our 
website at www.auroraminorhockey.com 
and/or call our office at (905) 727-1480. 

Start as a Tiger Cub… 

 

 

…and grow into a Tiger, becoming a 
part of the Aurora Tigers Minor 

Hockey Association Family! 

 

 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, March 29 to Wednesday, April 4, 2018

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from 

Thursday, March 29 to Wednesday, April 4, 2018. Payments required. No annual fees. Maximum discount on the 10% off offer is $300 (before taxes). 

Certain restrictions and exclusions apply to the 10% off offer and important terms and conditions apply to both offers. See page 6 for details.

10%
OFF

# 
NO INTEREST IF PAID 
IN FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

OR

THAT’S ONLY

$349
per bulb

‡‡Receive a free RIDGID® 18V Hybrid LED Spotlight (1001012160) when you purchase a RIDGID® 18V 2‑Piece Hammer Drill and Impact Kit (1001076815) with in‑store coupon. See page 6 for details.1 
‡‡‡Receive your choice of a free RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Inflator – Bare Tool (1000786748), RYOBI® ONE+ Compact Bluetooth® Radio (1000674546), RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Cordless Variable‑Speed Reciprocating Saw – Tool Only 
(1000427004), RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Cordless Circular Saw – Tool Only (1000426663), RYOBI® 18V ONE+ 5" Random Orbit Sander (1000411923), RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Cordless Corner Cat™ Finish Sander – Tool Only 
(1000420424), RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Hand Vacuum (1001024513) or RYOBI® ONE+ LED Workbench Light – Tool Only (1001011523) when you purchase a RYOBI® 18V Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit (1000751348) or RYOBI® 18V Lithium 
Impact Driver (1000751349) with in‑store coupon.  See page 6 for details.1

A

B

THIS WEEK ONLY 
Thursday, March 29 to  

Wednesday, April 4, 2018

by ONLINE or  
mail-in rebate when  

you purchase select 

BEHR® INTERIOR  
PAINT (excludes BEHR® ProX)

by ONLINE or  
mail-in rebate when  

you purchase select 

CIL® INTERIOR  
PAINT

OR

$10
‡

$7
‡

$40
‡

$25
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) 

AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) 

AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L)  

AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L) 

AND RECEIVE

OR

OR

‡See page 7 for more  

details and selection.

FIND THE PERFECT PAINT  

TO MATCH ANY BUDGET
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per sq. ft.

$167

EXCLUSIVE LIFEPROOF™ Multi‑Width x 47.6" 
Thunder Basin Vinyl Plank Flooring (1001088557)  
Sold by 19.53 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.$298

EXCLUSIVE/2‑Pack  
ECOSMART™ 100W Equivalent A19 LED 
Non‑Dimmable Light Bulbs • Daylight, 

5,000K (1001093139) While quantities last.

$697

DRANO® MAX Gel 
Clog Remover  
• 2.3L (1000681691)

$898

SAVE $1
WAS $9.98

Hydrangea • 9" pot  

• 10-12 blooms (1000656038) 

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE HAMPTON BAY® 30" Caprio 
Gas Fire Table • Low profile design  

(1001076205) While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE  
NEXGRILL 4 Burner Propane Gas BBQ  
• 63,000 BTU (1001096157) While quantities last.

$298 GARANT®  
Multi‑Purpose  
16" Lawn Rake  
(1001034206) While  

quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE/7‑Piece  
HAMPTON BAY® St. Lucia  
Padded Sling Dining Set (1001024914) 

$448 EXCLUSIVE/3‑Piece  
HAMPTON BAY® Cinque Terre  
Woven Bistro Set • Tempered safety  

glass table (1001023108)

$298

MILWAUKEE®  
12V Micro Driver  
(1000492168)

EXCLUSIVE  
GLACIER BAY®  
Romali 24" Vanity 
with Ceramic Top  
• 24-1/8"W x 

14-1/8"D x 34-1/8"H 

(1000832921)

$269

EXCLUSIVE  
AMERICAN STANDARD 
Cadet® 4.8L Round‑Front 
Toilet (1001065216)

$158
SAVE $20
WAS $178

EXCLUSIVE  
RIDGID® 18V  
GEN5X Brushless  
Hammer Drill/Driver and 
Impact Combo Kit (1001076815)

Scotts® Turf Builder®  
Weed Prevent • Covers  

1,000 sq. ft. (1000547412)

$2887

SAVE $6.11
WAS $34.98

$1973

$279

$129

B. Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit  
(1000751348)

EXCLUSIVE RYOBI®  
ONE+ 18V Tools
• Includes 2 compact  

Lithium batteries

A. Lithium Impact Driver  
(1000751349)

Your Choice

$127each

$1698

$249

EXCLUSIVE HOME  
DECORATORS COLLECTION®  
Sanded Oak Grey Laminate Flooring 
(1001096209) Sold by 13.28 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

each
WAS $19.98

per sq. ft.

SAVE $3

MORE
for

Get

Rocking  
motion chairs

Easy to 
assemble

Soft‑closing 
doors and 
drawer

Siphon action 
jetted bowl

12mm + attached  
2mm pad

Check your local store or homedepot.ca/holidayhours for store hours. Shop homedepot.ca, we’re open 24/7. 

u �Valid Thursday, March 29 to Wednesday, April 4, 2018, unless otherwise noted. 
Good Friday is Friday, March 30, 2018.

Easter Sunday is Sunday, April 1, 2018.

WITH PURCHASE WITH PURCHASEWITH PURCHASE
FREE

‡‡

WITH PURCHASE
FREE

‡‡‡

RIDGID® 18V HYBRID 

LED SPOTLIGHT  

($109 value)  
Valid until Wednesday,  

May 2, 2018

YOUR CHOICE  
RYOBI® BARE TOOL  

(up to $89.98 value)

Valid until Wednesday,  

April 25, 2018

(1001012160) (1000427004) (1000426663)

Side burner

 15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

Aurora’s Sikura signs with NHL’s Blackhawks
By Jake Courtepatte

As one of  the top skaters in American 
collegiate hockey, one of  the big 
questions late in the NHL season was 
if  centreman Dylan Sikura would sign 
with the Chicago Blackhawks.

Hawks fans prayers have been 
answered, as Sikura signed on Sunday 
with the team that drafted him in the 
sixth round of  the 2014 NHL Entry 
Draft.

Sikura said he is “beyond grateful” to 

have realized his NHL dream.
“I can’t even explain how much 

it means to me. I’m thankful to 
the Blackhawks for giving me the 
opportunity and want to be able to 
contribute right away.”

“Right away” may be the exact right 
words: with the Blackhawks out of  
playoff  contention, they will be looking 
to get some experience for their up-
and-coming prospects.

Sikura is expected to make his much-
anticipated NHL debut on Thursday 
night, when the Hawks host the 
Winnpieg Jets.

“It’s good for the kids,” said Chicago 
head coach Joel Quenneville in a media 
scrum on Monday. “They get some 
exposure and see the pace, the strength, 
and the decision-making that goes on 
here…that helps them prepare going 
into the following year.”

The 22-year old Aurora native spent 
most of  three seasons with the OJHL’s 
Aurora Tigers, before becoming a 
prominent piece up the middle for 
the NCAA’s Northeastern University 
Huskies over the past four seasons.

Over four seasons at Northeastern, 
Sikura averaged more than a point per 
game, with 58 goals, 88 assists and 146 
points in 137 games.

Sikura’s college career ended 
Saturday when the Michigan Wolverines 
beat Northeastern 3-2 in the first round 
of  the NCAA tournament.

He scored a powerplay goal in his 
last collegiate game.

Though the option to become a free 
agent after his senior season left many 
in the hockey media guessing, Sikura 

said it was “always his intention” to sign 
with the Blackhawks.

“I just wanted to keep this whole 
Chicago thing in the background until 
my college season ended.”

Though terms have not been 
disclosed, Sikura is expected to hit the 
maximum cap on entry-level contracts, 
which is $925,000 plus an allotment for 
performance bonuses.

The team has high hopes for the 
young Sikura, who joins his brother 
Tyler in the Blackhawks organization, 

signing a contract with the team earlier 
in the month.

“Dylan really improved over the last 
couple of  years since his draft year,” 
said Quenneville. “It seemed like he 
was quicker, faster, more poised with 
the puck.”

The unexpected early exit from the 
NCAA tournament will allow Sikura 
to burn a year of  his three year, entry-
level contract, by playing in at least five 
of  Chicago’s remaining regular season 
games.

Minor Bantam Express 
take OMHA gold

By Jake Courtepatte

The Minor Bantam York-Simcoe 
Express are tops in Ontario.

Owen Sculthorp and Carter 
Cretney played the heroes in the 
OMHA championship matchup 
Sunday in Pickering against the 
Quinte Red Devils, with Sculthorp 
knotting the game at three with 29 
seconds to go and Cretney providing 
the overtime winner.

The Express came back from a 3 – 
1 score at the first intermission, taking 
down the top-ranked Red Devils to 
earn revenge after a 2 – 0 shutout loss 
in the championship’s round robin.

They were joined on the podium by 
a pair of  other Express teams to earn 
some hardware this weekend, with 
both the Atom and PeeWee squads 
taking home the bronze.

The Atom Express took home a 
medal for the second straight year with 
a 4 – 0 victory over the Peterborough 
Petes, who they also defeated in the 
tournament’s final round robin game 
to reach the bronze medal matchup.

The PeeWees were on the right 
end of  a 2 – 1 score on Sunday over 
the Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs, earning 
some revenge of  their own following 
a 2 – 1 loss to the Bulldogs in the 
preliminaries.

Bradley Gardiner scored the game’s 
opening goal late in the second period, 
catching the Hamilton defense off  
guard in stepping out of  the penalty 
box and receiving a long pass from 
Fabio Ionta.

Hamilton tied the game in the dying 
minutes of  the third period, before 
Fionn Keon played the overtime hero 
in the third overtime with a breakaway 
goal for the Express.

Express player Owen Sculthorp battles with a Quinte defenseman in the Express’ 4 - 3 win in 
the OMHA final on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 29, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 29, 2018Page  18             Page 19

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

From page 3

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Train whistles could continue to blow pending 
Council decision this week

By Brock Weir

In just a few short years, the number of  
GO Trains moving through the Town will 
significantly increase as Metrolinx ramps 
up all-day, two-way service between 
Aurora and Toronto. 

But, despite an increase in trains – 
and train whistles – Council is poised to 
vote down another costly flirtation with a 
whistle cessation program.

Sitting at the Committee level last 
week, Council gave a thumbs-down to 
a $235,000 project to muffle whistles as 
trains pass at road-level crossings. 

With the crossing at Wellington Street 
East taken out of  the equation as Metrolix 
moves towards grade separation at that 
location, that leaves three crossings in the 
mix: Engelhard Drive, Centre Street, and 
St. John’s Sideroad.

In order to implement whistle cessation 
at these crossings, two maze barriers would 
need to be constructed at the first two for 
pedestrian safety at $20,000 apiece, while 
a more elaborate set of  four pedestrian 
gates would need to be installed at St. 
John’s, at a cost of  $800,000.

The detailed design of  the project 
would clock in at $135,000 with a further 
$100,000 for peer review as required by 
Metrolinx.

Although Council members voted 
down the project at last week’s General 
Committee meeting, the decision still 
needs to be formally ratified by Council 
and, at first blush, the idea did have some 
supporters.

“Originally, I was not in favour of  
whistle cessation, more because of  the 
cost, but as we have all experienced, 
there has been a substantial increase in 

the number of  trains,” said Mayor Geoff  
Dawe. “There are now 18 trains that go 
south and 18 trains that go north every 
day, so the usage of  that track has changed 
dramatically just over the last year and 
half  year since adding the midday service. 
I think we have to change how we think 
about that disruption to our residents 
in the area. Other towns are doing it. 
Markham, specifically, is in the process 
of  implementing a comprehensive anti-
whistling plan.”

The direction, he said, is for the 
engineer to not use the whistle as long as 
he or she feels the crossing is safe, but, if  
not, the whistle would still be an option.

Also supporting another whistle 
cessation program was Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, who said Council needs to 
listen to the residents who have voiced 
their concerns.

“Over the last couple of  years I have 
had some residents contact me about 
that – some new and some not-so-new 
residents,” she said. “Now the frequency 
of  the trains is constant and it used to be 
once every few hours. It has changed, it is 
very different now.”

Approval ultimately fizzled, however, 
amid concerns that there was not enough 
information available on the risks and 
liabilities the Town might take on through 
a whistle cessation program, along with 
the view that voting in favour of  it would 
saddle the next Council with the $235,000 
project whether they like it or not.

“I think we should be moving to listen 
to our residents who are complaining 
about the train whistling. Knowing there 
are going to be more and more trains, it 
is going to be more and more of  an issue 
especially as mentioned,” said Councillor 
Jeff  Thom. “After thinking a lot about 

it, we’re going to spend $235,000 for the 
design peer review and the bulk of  the 
cost are going to come in the 2019 budget. 
Obviously none of  us can predict what the 
makeup of  Council will be or the interest 
of  the community moving forward with 
the project for 2019. Why would we spend 
$235,000 at the end of  this term of  Council 
and then have the project potentially not 
move forward next term? Then we would 
have potentially wasted $235,000 if  the 
next Council doesn’t proceed.”

Councillor Paul Pirri largely agreed, 
adding, “I don’t think anyone expects me 
to say this, but I have softened my position. 
I am no longer vehemently opposed to 
this, I am just opposed to it.”

“I recognize that there have been 

changes in the train frequency over the 
last few years and there is anticipated to 
be some more,” he said. “I still struggle 
with the fact individuals have moved close 
to a train yard and train tracks and are 
now asking for the train whistles to stop 
blowing.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, on the 
other hand, said the report’s note that the 
Town assumes full liability for potential 
claims gave him pause.

“I would like to see perhaps now and 
next week maybe a little bit of  an update 
with regards to the insurance end or 
liability risk associated with the report,” 
he said. “I appreciate the dollar cost and 
so forth to the projects but I think that is 
another consideration.” 

volunteers because we certainly can’t 
forget the volunteers.”

Following the announcement, 
Arden Krystal, President and CEO of  
Southlake Regional Health Centre, said 
she was left with a “permasmile.”

“There were a lot of  people really 
interested in what was going to be said 
here today and I think we have some 
very happy people in the room,” she 
said. “I want to thank you both for 
recognizing the vital role Southlake 
plays in the lives of  almost 1.5 million 
in York Region and Simcoe County and 
it keeps growing and keeps growing. 
Today’s announcement helps ease the 
pressures we’re facing as we care for a 
growing and aging population.

“We are especially pleased to receive 
funding for the expansion of  our in-
patient mental health unit. The twelve 
additional beds that will be added as 
part of  this expansion are desperately 
needed and will create a lifeline for 
almost 500 more patients a year. Our 
in-patient mental health unit is at 114 

per cent capacity today and we have 
seven patients waiting for admission in 
our emerg. This helps not only those 
working in our in-patient mental health 
but also in our emergency area that is 
very, very congested. 

“It can be hard to understand the 
suffering of  patients with mental illness. 
You can’t see it, but they feel it. They 
come to us in crisis and recently Shelley 
(name changed) speaks of  the courage 
it took her to even tell our emergency 
nurse her thoughts of  self  harm because 
she felt so much shame. When Shelley is 
in our in-patient unit, she is welcomed. 
She is welcomed by our compassionate 
staff, she is given compassionate 
and wonderful clinical care, but the 
environment she needs to come to, while 
filled with dedicated and caring staff, 
hasn’t been as therapeutic as we would 
like. It has been overcrowded and it has 
been chaotic despite everybody’s best 
efforts. This announcement will help 
us enhance our space to ensure even 
warmer, safer and better experiences 
for our patients and people like Shelley.”

Mental health unit currently  
at 114% capacity
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promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

      
       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!

Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!

April 13th   5:30-11pm

Stronach Aurora Rec Complex 
(1400 Wellington Street East)

            Available at:
 Royal Lepage (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20 Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

Limited number of tickets available

       Dr. Norman Orschel
 Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
 Sales Representative

T h a n k   Y o u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

$25 @ the door.  Cash only.
Limited number available.

    Damir Vrancic
        Law O�ce

LIVE

Wine and soft drinks will also be available.
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Asbestos removal increases costs of Armoury 
renovation

By Brock Weir

The price tag to transform the Aurora 
Armoury into a new satellite campus 
of  the Canadian Institute of  Food and 
Wine is on the rise.

Council this week is set to approve 
an increase of  over $36,160 to address 
ongoing asbestos issues as they continue 
to gut and renovate the historic Town 
Park building.

This will bring the total cost of  
demolishing the two buildings which 
formally stood on Library Square, 
along with the interior demolition 
of  the Armoury, up to $245,309.75, 
excluding taxes.

The price increase was tentatively 
approved at last Tuesday’s General 
Committee meeting on consent, 
without any discussion. 

“The [Purchase Order]  increase 
was approved for additional works at 
56 Victoria and to the interior at the 
Armoury,” said Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Operations. “[The 
Purchase Order (PO)] was issued by 
the Town in the amount of  $111,300 
, excluding taxes, for the demolition of  
the two buildings located at 52 and 56 
Victoria Street. On January 23, Council 
increased this PO to cover the costs of  
additional work asbestos removal and 
recovery of  four wooden beams at 56 
Victoria and the interior demolition of  

89 Mosley in the amount of  $97,840, 
bringing the total to $209,140.”

Since then, he notes, staff  has 
requested additional interior works, 
namely the complete removal and 
disposal of  asbestos-containing pipe 
wrap, elbows and T-fittings on the main 
floor and attic space of  the armoury, 
along with additional work to non-
structural ceiling joists in the amount of  
$36,169.75.

Should this recommendation be 
approved this week, it will be the latest 
step bringing the vision of  the Armoury 
to reality.

This vision of  transforming it into a 
satellite campus of  Niagara College’s 
Canadian Institute of  Food and Wine 
was approved by Council last year, 
generating excitement from both the 
College and elected officials – along with 
assurances, responding to community 
concerns, that the finished project 
would include ample community space.

The concept will include not 
only extensive kitchen space, but a 
reconfiguration of  the building itself, 
opening its west wall onto Town Park to 
integrate it into the popular green space 
and allowing it to become an integral 
part of  the number of  seasonal events 
the park hosts each year.

Work got underway at the end 
of  January with a “sledgehammer 
ceremony” attended by some of  the key 
players in the project who each took 
turns swinging a sledgehammer into 
one of  the building’s interior walls. 

Branding for the building was given 
the green light at the end of  the same 
month, with Council signing off  on a 
new logo to pitch the Armoury as a 
Town venue.

Designed in-house by the Town’s 
Communications Department, it 
features the building’s pitched  roof  
silhouette, along with the original 
vertical siding which is set to be restored 
through this renovation project. 

According to the Town, the logo 
will be used “to differentiate the Town 
building from the Canadian Food and 
Wine Institute at Niagara College.”

The Armoury was built as a military 
drill shed in 1874.

Purchased by the Town from the 
Federal Government in 2014, it has 
since been used as space for several 
community events and initiatives, 
including hosting the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market’s annual indoor season and 
events associated with Doors Open 
Aurora and Arctic Adventure, to name 
just two.

Flags 
lowered 

for  
Don Hillock

By Brock Weir

Flags across York Region were 
lowered last week in memory of  Don 
Hillock.

Hillock, who previously served as 
York Region’s Chief  of  Police, died 
Thursday, March 22 at his Orangeville 
home.

He was 76.
He’s survived by his wife, Joan 

Everson, children Pam and Todd 
(Cate) and grandchildren Trevor, Kyle, 

Michael and Reese.
A celebration of  life will be held 

next Saturday, April 7 at 2 p.m., at 
Orangeville’s Dods & McNair Funeral 
Home. Visitation will begin at 1.30 p.m. 
Visitation will begin at 1.30 p.m.

In lieu of  flowers, the family has  
asked memorial donations be made to 
the Headwaters Healthcare Foundation.

Hillock’s name is a familiar one in 
Aurora, with the street bearing his 
name now serving as the York Regional 
Police headquarters.
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SAVE THE DATE!

Celebration of Spring 

Fashion 
Show

April 10, 2018 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm 

Highland Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac 
15783 Yonge Street, Aurora

Admission includes $50 donation to Southlake
with a tax receipt for full amount.

Light Appetizers and Wine served. All ticket proceeds go to the 
Southlake Regional Health Centre Foundation

IN SUPPORT OF

TIX
GET TICKETS & more info

snapd.at/pew6yzq

EST. 1970
SHOES & CLOTHING Est.

1970

multiuse sports field at St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Catholic High School as a 
prime example. It’s a partnership 
which saw the York Catholic District 
School Board share the costs of  a new 
field with the Town and, in return, 
both parties get to use it.

“The [YRDSB] is looking at 
getting their public consultation (on 
the new school site) going very soon 
and I would think we should start 
looking at these discussions sooner 
rather than later,” he says.

But, once the Williams community 
ultimately heads east, what should 
be done with the venerable Dunning 
Avenue site? The YRDSB has 
previously said they intend to keep 
the building for “administrative 
purposes,” but Councillor Mrakas 
has another idea.

Last year, Aurora put funding in 
place to begin the design process 
of  a new multipurpose recreation 
facility in the south end of  Town, 
in a location floated to be just west 
of  Bloomington Road and Yonge on 
disused land owned by the Province 
of  Ontario. 

With a Provincial election – and 
a possible change in government 
– in the offing, Councillor Mrakas 
suggests the Dunning Avenue site, 
along with some of  the current 
historical amenities already on site, 
would make a good alternative 
location, something he describes as a 
“Centre of  Excellence.”

Councillor Mrakas, in his own 
motion, calls on the Town to begin 
talks with the Board to partner on 
just such a “Centre of  Excellence” 
– a move, he says, would not only 
provide much-needed sports facilities, 
but serve as an anchor for Aurora’s 
downtown core.

“We should look at this as a location 
to partner with the school board [as] 
it could become more efficient as 
far as costs, and the Board would be 
able to get use out of  a facility we’re 
looking at creating, one that could 
possibly have a 50m pool, a full 
indoor track, and a lot of  things that 
could be beneficial to both parties,” 
says Councillor Mrakas. 

“I think is our duty to explore all 
opportunities. We don’t have any 
land for this multi-use facility. We 
could hear back from the Board and 
if  they are not interested at all, end 
of  story. If  they are interested, we 
can keep having discussions with 
them and Sport Aurora while we look 
at what happens. If  there is a change 
in Provincial government, they might 
decide to do something else with the 
[Bloomington] land.”

While a 50m swimming pool and 
a full indoor track are among the 
needs Sport Aurora has identified for 

From page 1 Aurora’s future multi-purpose facility, 
reps from the umbrella organization 
which represents dozens of  Aurora’s 
sports teams are more keen on the 
concept than the title “Centre of  
Excellence.”

“You can’t just build a Centre of  
Excellence,” says Stephen Kimmerer, 
President of  Sport Aurora. “You have 
to build great facilities with excellent 
programming and funding. Those are 
three things that need to happen. We 
think it is great that they are doing 
some research and a multipurpose 
facility that is going to help as many 
sports as possible would [be great and 
with adequate facilities] it becomes 
a de-facto Centre of  Excellence 
because everybody – north, south, 
east and west – will come and it will 

become a sport tourist destination.”
Sport Aurora’s Reg Chappell 

agrees.
If  the Town had one full-size 50 

metre pool, it would be full within six 
months, such is the demand for local 
pool times, he says. 

“Competitive swimming in Ontario 
has grown from about 6,600 back 
in 2005 to over 20,000 competitive 
swimmers, let alone those who are 
learning to swim,” says Mr. Chappell. 
“This multipurpose facility is the 
starting point with huge needs, and 
trying to bring it all together to fit 
the fine points of  individual needs.”

The amount of  land available on 
the Williams site would be ideal, they 
agree, and with the school building 
already on site, Mr. Kimmerer says 

there are a number of  opportunities 
for rooms for Aurora’s various sports 
and community groups – such as the 
Aurora Bridge Club – who have been 
clamouring for space.

“Both [Mayor Dawe and 
Councillor Mrakas’] proposals make 
great sense,” says Mr. Kimmerer. 
“We are in absolute support of  either 
one. What we’re thrilled with is 
somebody is investigating the options 
because if  we don’t get Bloomington, 
you have to have a Plan B, C, and 
D. If  Aurora is going to grow as 
has been predicted, we are sorely 
under-facilitated. We don’t have the 
space for all those people and those 
programs. The sooner we make a 
decision and start putting shovels in 
the ground, the better off  we’ll be.”

to vote one way and not another as 
determined by those that bought 
access to their personal information. 

It was reported this past weekend 
that a data mining firm used the 
personal information of  literally 
millions upon millions of  people to 
affect a predetermined outcome in 
both races.    As the president of  the 
data firm said, smirking as he spoke  
(and I’m paraphrasing), “facts don’t 
win elections, emotions do”.

That is truly frightening. 
We now have elections where the 

person who seeks to lead through 
informed, impassioned beliefs loses 
and the person spouting jingoistic 
gibberish wins.  Why?  I think we 
know the answer.  We’re being fed a 
steady diet of  junkfood information 
–It’s easy to swallow, doesn’t cost 
much and there’s an awful lot of  it 
– but it’s making us all addled as a 
consequence.

Soma for the masses indeed…
Huxley must be spinning in his  
grave.

POLITICS
AS USUAL

From page 5

New Williams, old Williams, Mayor and Councillor 
have visions for both
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15
YEARS
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He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the 
price you pay for brewing great beer!

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Hockley 15 Year Annivesary Ad_GreyHair_Broadsheet.indd   1 2/21/18   11:34 AM
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

THANK YOU
AURORA!

• � ali  •  Combos
•  Biryani  •  Stu�  Naan 
•  Roti  •  Chai  •  Co� ee

Executive Lunch 
& Combos

Starting 
from 

$7

INDIAN CUISINE
AUTHENTIC

905.503.4600
15229 Yonge St. Aurora

CROSSWORD

Vivienne Bridgeford  named OJHL Volunteer of the Year

Vivenne Bridgeford wandered into the 
arena into her adopted home town one day in 
the early 1970s.

She’s never really left.
A hockey game was on in the Aurora 

Community Centre. “This girl from 
England” fell in love with the sport. She 
stayed to watch and phoned home. She 
would be late for dinner.

A few years later, she convinced her 
father – Alf, now 91 – to become part of  
the new ownership group of  the Aurora 
Tigers.

“The Group of  Seven,” as she called 
them.

“Viv” began volunteering for that 
team. And save for a few years, when the 
Tigers were renamed the Eagles under 
another owner, she’s been there ever 
since.

Bridgeford, 65, has been named 
volunteer of  the year by the Ontario 
Junior Hockey League for her 40-plus 
years of  work with the Tigers.

“It’s simple, Vivienne is Aurora Tigers,” 

said team president Jim Thomson, who 
purchased the team in 2015 along with 
his wife, Rita, and Domenic Tassone.

“Her passion and commitment are 
unmatched anywhere.” 

She began working in the booster 
club room at the ACC, serving beer and 
sandwiches to thirsty fans during Sunday 
games.

But for most of  the four decades she’s 
been the box office ticket seller at the 
rink.

And while she loves her hockey, most 
nights she only gets to begin watching 
midway through the third period.

“I don’t do it to see a hockey game, I 
do it to see the smile on people’s faces,” 
she said. “The people are now a part of  
the family.”

She arrives for home games three 
hours before puck drop to prepare the 
dressing and coaches rooms for the 
visiting teams. It’s a minimum six-hour 
day.

“Some people think I’m part of  the 

arena staff,” she said.
At home, a three-minute drive from 

the ACC, she’s the only member of  her 
real family “with any interest in sports,” 
she said.

“Anything on ice – hockey, figure 
skating or curling – I love it,” she said.

The OJHL award?
“I was overwhelmed, I was crying,” she 

said of  hearing the news – while preparing 
to go the rink, of  course. “There are just 
so many great volunteers in this league.”

“I don’t do it to win awards. I do it to 
help.”

She was in Grande Prairie, Alta, when 
her Tigers won the RBC Cup in 2004 

but couldn’t be there when they turned 
the trick again three years later in Prince 
George, B.C.

She’s turned the championship rings 
the team presented her into medallions 
she wears proudly.

“I told Jim that three would be nice,” 
she said laughing. “Maybe this is the 
year?”

With a pair of  playoff  series already 
behind them, her Tigers have qualified 
for the North/East Conference final.

Betty Masterson, ticket sales manager 
for the Wellington Dukes, was named 
runner-up for OJHL volunteer of  the 
year.

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

BARN PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’
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Certi�ed Interior Decorator
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YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site su-
pervisor for the York 
Region area. Please 
email resume to: 
stepheno@intercity-
realty.com fax: 905-
597-0493   office: 905-
597-0227.

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
c o at .  Pe r f e c t  
c o n d i t i o n .  O n ly 
wo r n  t w i c e.  B e s t  
offer. For more  
information and to 
view 905-727-6497.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT PROCESSING facility from 
Arthur immediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with 
a minimum of 2 to 3 years of direct hands on experience in meat cut-
ting and processing. Duties include cutting and sectioning of meat, 
skinning and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for wholesale and 
retail sales. HS diploma or equivalent required. Positions offered are 
permanent full time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-
2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

SERVICES SALE/RENT

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS 

CALL: 

905-727-3300  EXT 

102

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  

CARRIERS NEEDED
 to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

Earn money while getting exercise. 

 Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

DO YOU 
NEED 

A 
CLEANING 

LADY? 

Call Judith 

905-713-2727

Honest, 
hardworking,

enjoys  
cleaning, and 

has been 
cleaning for 

over 25 years 

DELIVERY DRIV-
ERS WANTED 
Free Topping Pizza 
is now looking to hire  
Delivery Drivers 
Please call 905-503-
8503 or come to 
our location in the 
Aurora Shopping  
Centre

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THROUGH APRIL 2
Aurora’s Great Big Mobile Easter 

Egg Hunt is ongoing through Easter 
Monday at www.hidden.live. Search your 
neighbourhood for easter eggs and bunnies 
hidden in plain sight. They’re everywhere 
waiting to be found. Collect them for prizes.

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents 

Hooked on Tradition, an exhibition 
featuring the work of  the Newmarket Rug 
Hooking Guild. Hooked rugs tell stories 
about events, people and communities. 
Besides their historical interest, they are 
visually compelling to audiences of  all ages. 
They range from functional to decorative in 
use, and from primitive to modern in style. 
The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to 
present an exhibition of  over 100 traditional 
hooked rugs created by members of  the 
Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds 

their monthly meeting today from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North). This 
month’s speaker is James Murray and his 
topic is Bees. For more information on this 
month’s speaker, call Cliff  White at 905-
841-2421. New members are welcome. Call 
Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 to be a guest 
at the meeting.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14
Aurora United Church Women are 

holding a Spring Book Sale today from 
14 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 
Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street. Donations of  children’s books and 
paperbacks ONLY can be dropped off  at the 
church on Friday, April 13 from 4:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 14 from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. For further information call 
905-830-9564.

* * * * 
The Revenge of  the Red Feather Ladies, 

a two-act play, is the next production of  the 
Silver Stars Theatre group at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre today at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 each and available at the Reception 

Desk during the week or at the door. Light 
refreshments at intermission.

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
The Revenge of  the Red Feather Ladies, 

a two-act play, is the next production of  the 
Silver Stars Theatre group at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre today at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 each and available at the Reception 
Desk during the week or at the door. Light 
refreshments at intermission.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker 

Series continues tonight with Arlene Chan on 
The Chinese in Canada. This presentation 
examines the stories of  the Chinese in 
Canada, dating back to the early years of  
the Gold Rush and the construction of  
the CPR railway, highlighted with archival 
photographs. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House. 
Tickets are $7 ($5 for Society members). For 
more information or to reserve a seat, call 
905-727-8991.

APRIL 21 – 22
The Aurora Lions Club will be back 

again at Sheppard’s Bush for the Pancake 
Breakfast. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

APRIL 28 – 29
The Aurora Lions Club will be back 

again at Sheppard’s Bush for the Pancake 
Breakfast. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
Looking for volunteer hours? Hillary 

House will host its annual spring cleanup 
today from 1 – 4 p.m. Tasks will include 
cleaning up debris and working with the 
Aurora Historical Society’s landscape 
committee. Bring a rake, gloves and a water 
bottle. Call 905-727-8991 or email leigha.
cooney@aurorahs.com to register.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Giant Indoor Garage sale at the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre from 8.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(90 John West Way). White Elephant and 
Diamond Elephant treasures, huge book 
sale, famous jewellery table, Aurora Seniors 
Association crafters, Sew Much Fun, Knotty 
Knitters, Woodshop, coffee shop and more. 

FOR SALE OR 
RENT 2500 sq ft 
Commercial unit 
on main floor. 2 
separate rental 
units upstairs. THE 
PROPERTY HAS 
ACCESS FROM 
3 DIFFERENT 
ROADS. Large back 
yard, lots of parking.
179 Main Street 
West, Shelburne.
Paull 416 457 6829

T O T T E N H A M : 
BRIGHT HOUSE, 
large lot, 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, double ga-
rage, 5 appliances, 
A/C, $1800/mth + 
utilities. References. 
613-893-2545

CHAIR FOR RENT 
OR ESTHETICIAN ROOM

Yonge Street location. 
Interested persons please call 

905-841-0576 
or daphneieraci@hotmail.com

FOR RENT OR LEASE

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

(519) 941-4501 | @teenranchcanada | www.teenranch.com

SINCE 1967

EASTER ROUND UP
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2018 • 1:00-5:00PM

Giant Easter Egg Hunts!
1:15 • 2:00 • 3:00 • 4:00

A FUN FILLED DAY WITH THE KIDS! 
For only $20/vehicle, enjoy Giant Easter Egg Hunts 
every hour. Free Activities include egg hunts, crafts, 

rock climbing wall, Hay Ride Tours, Petting Farm, 
Trampolines, Boating, Games, Tomb Bread Treats. 

Giant Swing/Trail Rides ($10) & Pony Rides ($2)

150

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

www.facebook.com/TheAuroran

www.TheAuroran.com @TheAuroranNews

Follow us online
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 24 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract.

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered


