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HONOURED STUDENTS – Student leaders Shelby Clifford, Shyiem Mcgillvary and 
Sage Rampersad were recently honoured by St. Maximilian Kolbe Secondary School for 
their efforts to make the school environment more welcoming and inclusive. For more, 
see Page 10.            Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Mom pens “survival 
guide” for first year  

of motherhood
By Brock Weir

There are hundreds of  books out there 
for the care and feeding of  baby, but how 
many take the time to cover the proper 
care and feeding of  mom as well?

It is an area that blogger Maria Lianos-
Carbone knows all too well. A mom of  
two teen boys, she recognized that while 
that first year of  motherhood was a 
“really rewarding and joyful time” in her 
life, it was a very challenging time as well.

There was the lack of  sleep, the energy 
it takes to raise a child, nursing, and the 
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Progressive Conservatives re-open 
Newmarket-Aurora nomination

By Brock Weir

The Progressive Conservative 
Party has re-opened nominations in 
Newmarket-Aurora.

The party announced Thursday night 
that nominations would be re-opened 
in the ridings of  Newmarket-Aurora, 
Mississauga Centre and Brampton 
North.

In the process, the party has also 

deemed Charity McGrath, who was 
named the party’s candidate last April, 
unable to seek the position again, 
according to riding officials.

“Doug Ford has been clear, the 
membership of  our Party must be 
respected and heard,” said PC President 
Jag Badwal in a statement on Thursday 
evening. “Earlier today, the Ontario 
PC Party’s Provincial Nominations 
Committee (PNC) met. The unanimous 

decision of  the PNC was to reopen 
nominations in…Brampton North, 
Mississauga Centre and Newmarket-
Aurora. The PNC has set aside the 
nomination in Hamilton West-Ancaster-
Dundas as a result of  the flawed process.”

Last April, Charity McGrath secured 
Newmarket-Aurora’s Progressive 
Conservative nomination for this spring’s 
Provincial election, narrowly beating 

POWERING OFF – Jessica and Steve, along with their kids Nava, Shoshi, and Akiva powered off their cell phones at Windfall Ecology 
Centre on Sunday for Power Off & Play, the latest phase of the Healthy Kids Community Challenge, which aims to get kids and parents to step 
away from their screens and connect with each other and the world around them. For more on the initiative, see Page 2. 
     Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

TAKE THE
PLEDGE
to lead a
healthier,
more active
lifestyle, as
together
we become
Canada’s
most active
community!

THREE STEPS:
1. Visit our website:  

activateaurora.com
2. Take the Pledge.
3. Receive our free 

newsletter, packed 
with healthy living 
tips, programs and 
special events.

The Activate Aurora mission: To make Aurora
“Canada’s most active community.”

Let’s get started! activateaurora.com

Becoming
a better you
STARTS HERE

18 years of the best care for seniors 

www.laservices.ca  

Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS), 
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (offi ce) 

905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca

• Care at home and in other residential settings  

• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care 

• RN supervised

• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc. 

• Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry 

• Meal planning and preparation

• Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments

• Joyful companionship and much more

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would 
recommend it to anyone who needs care 
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.

How can I care for my aging loved one now – 
or, in the future?

It takes so much time! …and, so much worry! 
…and, so much to do!  HELP!

WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER 
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?

It’s time to power up for Power Off & Play
By Brock Weir

Gemma Goldstein resisted 
temptation for years.

As smart phones became the standard 
in so many places around the world, Ms. 
Goldstein was one of  the few holdouts, 
keeping her old fashioned mode handy 
whenever it was needed.

But work intervened and two years 
ago she had to join the smart phone 
revolution.

“Since then, I have to say I have 
found myself  much more addicted to 
it,” says Ms. Goldstein. “When it pings, 
you automatically go to it, you scroll 
and scroll and it never stops. You find 
yourself  attached to it.”

She has, however, been making 
a concerted effort to break free and 
power off, something which she is now 
encouraging local kids – and parents – 
do for the latest phase of  the Healthy 
Kids Community Challenge: Power 
Off  & Play.

Power Off  & Play is the latest 
initiative launched by the Healthy 
Kids Community Challenge, which 
promotes powering off  before sleep, 
during meals and snack times and 
encouraging physical activity and social 
interaction through a number of  fun 
and educational activities.

While Power Off  & Play was 
launched last month, it will be formally 

kicked off  Sunday with a Nature Play 
Pop-Up event at Shepherd’s Bush, and 
continues this week with an expert-led 
conference sharing tips and comparing 
notes on how parents, teachers, and 
even kids themselves, can encourage 
others to turn off  and start living.

Each theme launched by the 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge 
is selected by Ontario’s Ministry of  
Health and Long-Term Care which 
examines the most effective themes 
to combat childhood obesity, and the 
local facilitators – in this case, the 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge 
is a partnership between the Town 
of  Aurora and Windfall – develop 
programming to suit the needs of  the 
community.

“What’s really exciting for me 
is to get people outside,” says Ms. 
Goldstein. “The turning off  is really 
important because that gets kids away 
from their screens, but what really 
excites me is getting kids outside in 
nature and participating in local 
sports, getting involved in community 
activities, cooking in the kitchen, all 
of  those things together, the play part, 
because that is where children get their 
memories. When you think back to 
your childhood, what do you remember 
were your most fond memories? Were 
they sitting at home watching a screen, 
or were they when you were outside 
playing with a friend?”

A number of  programs are already 
planned for the course of  the year, 
including further Nature Play Pop-
Ups  this spring, and one in August 
and September, kitchen workshops, 
co-hosted by the York Region Food 
Network, to give kids a handle on 
preparing healthy food in the kitchen 
themselves, and the launch of  a 
Nature Play backpack program for the 
community.

“This was already trialled in the 
Aurora and Newmarket Public 
Libraries and we’re now bringing it to 
four schools so kids can take it out on 
the weekends, and teachers can take 
it out and use it with their class,” Ms. 
Goldstein explains. “Each one has a 
different theme, like going out and 
looking for animal tracks, or spotting 
different bugs and birds. It is going to be 
really exciting and it is aimed at getting 
kids out and into nature. 

“We are also planning lots of  wellness 
nights at the schools, so we’ve really 
upped our game. We are also launching 
a Neighbourhood Play Club in April 
or May where we will have groups of  
parents in two parks in Aurora where 
we’re going to try and encourage free 
play and offer incentives for parents 
to come out and have a community 
approach to play. They’ll develop a 
group so if  one parent doesn’t want to 

be there at a time, they can help other 
parents be there – along with more 
incentives for kids to get out into the 
park and make it a safe, easy way to get 
out together.”

As facilitator of  this program, Ms. 
Goldstein is talking the talk – and 
talking well away from her smartphone 
whenever – and however – she can. She 
doesn’t have it when she is playing with 
her own kids, or sitting down for a meal. 
On weekends, she and her husband 
have one phone between them so they 
can spend genuine time with their kids.

“Working with this program has 
changed how I do things,” she says. “I 
have my work email on my phone so 
when I am at home in the evenings, it 
pings up and it effects my time at home. 
Having a smartphone and having the 
ubiquitous media and screen time 
around is a big problem for me at night 
and I find myself  gravitating towards 
using devices much more frequently. 
Through this program I have learned 
of  the effects of  them and I fight that 
gravitation, that attraction to try and 
give myself  and my kids time away from 
screens, more times playing outside and 
doing other activities like going to the 
library, going to play in the park, going 
for walks in the countryside and leaving 
the devices behind and have a life that is 
not completely controlled by screens.”

More parking coming  
for GO commuters this spring

By Brock Weir

GO commuters could soon find 
more parking options on their way to 
the Aurora Station.

On Friday, the Province 
announced the building of  550 new 
parking spaces between the East 
Gwillimbury and Aurora stations, 69 
of  which will be built in Aurora. 

Construction of  the new parking 
spaces, according to the Ministry of  
Transportation, is set to begin this 
spring with a targeted completion 
date at the end of  the year. 

“These additional parking spaces 
will make it easier for families to access 
transit for a seamless commute,” 
said Kathryn McGarry, Minister 
of  Transportation, in a statement. 

“Our commitment to expanding 
and improving transit helps manage 
congestion, connect people to jobs 
and improve our economy.”

Added Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Chris Ballard: “These improvements 
will benefit our entire community and 
help us meet the growing demand for 
transit. I’m thrilled that the concerns 
of  local residents regarding parking 
availability in Aurora have been 
acted upon.”

Friday’s announcement did not 
indicate the exact location of  the 69 
new Aurora parking spots, but the 
statement echoes an announcement 
made in the summer of  2016 that 
Metrolinx had acquired 12 Industrial 
Parkway South, slating the existing 
building for demolition to make way 
for “up to 70” parking spaces.

Maggie and Liam get their hands dirty at a muddy Nature Play pop-up hosted Sunday at  
Sheppard’s Bush by Windfall Ecology Centre. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you fi nd the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-infl ammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many

sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

former Aurora councillor Bill Hogg 
to the post. Incumbent Newmarket 
Councillor Tom Vegh placed third in the 
race.

It was a contentious nomination and 
the results led to the local Progressive 
Conservative riding association resigning 
en masse citing irregularities in the 
process.

Their appeals were dismissed by 
former PC leader Patrick Brown.

Outlining the appeal, former riding 
association president Derek Murray 
said there were “clear and substantial 
evidence indicating the campaign team 
for Charity McGrath Di Paola blatantly 
breached party rules in their membership 
drive when members did not pay their 
own fees and their signature was falsified 
on the membership form, and fraudulent 
members were knowingly allowed 
to vote at the nomination meeting 
in which Charity McGrath Di Paola 
was declared the winning candidate. 
“The riding association initiated 
an investigation and 100 per cent 
of  the membership list was called.” 
Receiving a 22 per cent response rate, 
the Riding Association said 89.89 per 
cent of  respondents had been contacted 
by a candidate to attend the April 2017 
nomination meeting, 50.17 per cent 
signed an application to be a party 
member, and 40.06 either paid or had 
an immediate family member pay for 
their membership.

In all, they challenged 358 voters 
on the rolls over both Aurora and 
Newmarket.

This information was passed on 
to the then PC party brass, they said, 
who replied the Party reviewed the 
submission and determined it did “not 
raise a question that merits hearing.”

“I am pleased to learn of  the decisions 
made by the Provincial Nomination 
Committee,” said Ford in a statement 
Thursday evening. 

The process for this re-opened 
nomination was not fleshed out by the 
party at the time of  the announcement, 
with Badwal noting, “further details will 
be provided at a later date.”

Those details were not forthcoming 
by press time.

Local PCs, however, spent the 
intervening week looking forward to 
learning just what those details might be, 
including Aurora resident Murray.

One of  the most vocal critics of  the 
results, and an equal proponent of  a full 
review and audit of  the results, he led the 
mass resignation of  association directors.

“In order to have another nomination 
period, I am not sure how much time we 
have,” said Mr. Murray. “The election is 
June 7, and it will be in the hands of  the 
party how we handle this. We can have 
a nomination process, but it takes time: 
first, you have to get the candidates. 
Second, you have to get the people to 
vote for them. Normally it is up to the 
riding association to find the people. 
The party could appoint somebody, but 
no decision has been made on it at this 
stage. The nomination meeting is one 
day, but it takes five or six weeks [to get 
to that point].”

Party’s decision comes over 11 months after first appeal
Nevertheless, Mr. Murray said he 

was “very happy” to learn of  the Party’s 
decision to re-open the nomination 
process.

“Even if  it took eleven months,” he 
said. “My opinion of  what I thought of  
what happened everybody knows, but 
I am happy about it. We have a new 
leader as of  last Saturday night and one 
of  his promises was he would look over 
the whole riding associations where there 
was still a dispute and make a decision. 
Interestingly enough, he has been in his 
job less than a week and he has already 
overturned four of  them. That is a pretty 
good indication that we have a new 
leader and he means what he says. He 
said he was going to do it, and he has 
done something.

“That, to me, is a plus. With a new 
leader we all have to learn how to deal 
with him. Doug Ford has not been part 
of  the party. I don’t know him well, I 
have met him on a few occasions, but I 
can’t tell you I know him well. He is a 
person who gets things done and if  we’re 
going to beat Kathleen Wynne, that is 
what we need.”

Finding the right candidate is essential 
in building trust in the PC brand for those 
who may have been left disappointed by 
the last nomination process, he added.

“When this gets settled down and I go 
back and organize the riding association 
the way it was, which I would do, I 
would get most of  my Board back and 
I’ll get most of  the people who said they 
weren’t going to vote this time in the 
general election, I’ll get them on side 
and they’ll vote Conservative. It wasn’t 
the policy they were arguing, they were 
arguing about how the candidate was 
selected the last time.”

Ms. McGrath told The Auroran 
she would provide comment “once she 
understood things.” However, a quote 
had not been received by press time.

Mr. Hogg, who was travelling overseas 
when this decision was made, said he 
would comment further upon his return.

Former MPP Christine Elliott, who placed second in this month’s Progressive Conservative 
leadership race greeted supporters at Aw, Shucks last month. She was joined, centre, by Bill 
Hogg, who’s second-place finish in last year’s Newmarket-Aurora PC nomination race against 
Charity McGrath led to the mass resignation of the local riding association. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

For the past few years, there’s been 
videos floating around the internet in 
various forms designed to tap into any 
nostalgia that might be lingering within 
people my age.

They are different sound bites, each 
encompassing a second or two of  
music, video game pings, and various 
other things designed to make people 
who grew up in the 90s mistier for what 
might now, in hindsight, be considered 
a simpler time. 

Segments include a tag that was 
at the end of  every episode of  the 
Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers, the 
celestial sound that echoed through the 
house every time you turned on – or 
turned off  – a computer programmed 
with Windows 98, the haunting 
pre-and-post-Celine soundtrack to 
Titanic, themes from Friends and The 
Teletubbies, tinny background music 
from early iterations of  Super Mario 
brothers, to the “shh!” sound that still 
remains at the end of  every new episode 
of  The Simpsons, nearly 30 years after 
its initial debut.

I never progressed, as far as video 
games are concerned, beyond the first 
generation of  Super Nintendo (although 
I understand that that particular 
console is now considered vintage, 
back in fashion, and retrofitted for the 
current demos), and wasn’t particularly 
beholden to the Titanic album after 
the first week of  its initial release, but 
the sound that really did take me back 
was the electronic cacophony we used 
to endure for the simple pleasures of  
going onto the internet. 

For those of  my particular generation 
– I was born in 1985 – we’re in that 
strange little world of  being old enough 
to remember a time without internet 
but too young for it not to have had an 
important influence on our formative 
years, so those early days seem even 
more distant than they are, almost 
foreign.

When dial-up came to town, I 
imagine the excitement  was akin to 
the circus rolling in back in the days 

before a multi-channel universe and, 
you know, those pesky concerns about 
animal welfare. It was a big deal and I 
clearly remember going with my dad 
to an information session in the hall of  
Newmarket’s Royal Canadian Legion 
to get a primer of  all the weird and 
wonderful things you could now do on 
your computer.

I mean, there were sites where 
people could write whatever they 
wanted and post it as plain black text 
on an equally plain white background. 
(It was revolutionary, kids. Trust me.) 
And, if  they were especially tech 
savvy, they could figure out, with very 
complicated code, code indecipherable 
to newbies, how to embed a small, 
grainy photograph or clip art into the 
text. 

It was a brave new world and this 
info session put me in good stead for 
the time internet finally arrived at my 
elementary school…on one computer 
in the library, the chair for which was 
invariably occupied by the school’s 
principal who, once the school was 
connected to the world wide web, was 
rarely found in his office. 

On the rare occasions we got to use 
that computer, even a year or two later 
when this one computer expanded 
to a computer lab for 20-or-so on the 
second floor, it was decidedly a treat. 
The sky seemed to be the limit to what 
we could do.

As long as those white comets in the 
Netscape logo continued to fly. And, 
if  they stopped, you were basically 
shafted, and had to go through the 
whole arduous process of  dialing up, 
logging on, and finding your way back 
to where you left off. 

Simpler time? Like hell.
The point is this: once upon a time, 

being connected seemed like a treat. 
Perhaps we can chalk that up to the 
naiveté of  youth as we were usually only 
let on to “surf  the web” (how quaint 
that phrase seems now) for a particular 
lesson or, on snow days, to keep us 
occupied when there was nothing else 

to do. We never would have imagined 
being connected to the system at all 
times. It was a Utopian ideal at the 
time, but the very idea that we could 
be connected with just about anyone in 
the world, at any time, with the mere 
swipe of  a finger, seemed part of  the 
very distant future, not a mere decade 
or two later. 

Yet, here we are.  
We’re in a world where community 
organizations like the Healthy 
Kids Community Challenge are 
encouraging kids and parents alike to 
power off  just for a little bit of  time to 
actually reconnect with each other and 
reconnect with the world around them. 

Delving into their slate of  upcoming 
programs at the end of  last week, 
I considered the very concept of  
powering off, thinking it would be a 
relative cakewalk. After all, all you need 
to do is swipe in a different direction.

On first blush, the idea of  going 
a day, or even a whole weekend (any 
longer would simply be impractical 
because, you know, “adulting”) being 
disconnected from a smartphone, 
computer, or any other type of  screen 
seemed instantly liberating and relaxing. 

Then, a peculiar feeling of  
claustrophobia kicked in. 

Those what-ifs.
That sense of  “what if  an important 

world issue popped up and I’m late to 
the party?”

What if  someone important to me 
in parts far-flung marks a personal 
milestone and I can’t be a part of  it?

What if  I see something in my 
disconnected travels that just needs to 
be captured for posterity and I have 
to sit on my hands lest I reach for the 
iPhone to take a photo or video?

Those what-ifs might have induced 
a bit of  claustrophobia, but proved to 
me that one of  these days I really do 
need to accept the challenge. 

The reality is, however, it is going to 
take a lot of  lead time to psych myself  
into it – and that, in itself, is alarming. 

But who else wants to give it a whirl?

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Arboretum ready to 
answer your questions 
at AGM

Thanks to good 
Samaritan in Longo’s 
parking lot 

Nature trails, trees, green meadows, 
daffodils, and spring blossoms.

If  you just can’t wait for the seasons 
to turn to the wonders of  spring, here is 
a once-a-year opportunity.

On Monday, March 26, the Aurora 
Community Arboretum (ACA) will 
hold our annual Open House.  We’ll 
share what we’ve accomplished over the 
years in one of  Aurora’s largest parks, 
and also our plans for the future.  It’s 
a great chance to meet other nature 
lovers, to learn about the thousands 
of  trees we’ve planted, to win a door 
prize, to share some snacks, and to find 
out about our volunteer opportunities. 
Bring your questions:

 
•  What is an Arboretum?  (hint: it’s a 
tree park). 
•  Where is Aurora’s Arboretum, 
anyway? 
•   What is the story behind the giant 
carved stump by Diamond 1? 
•  How does the Arboretum help 
Monarch butterflies? 
•  Where is the “Field of  Gold”, and 
what do thousands of  daffodils look 
like? 
•  Can I help plant trees or daffodils 
this spring? 
•  Do you give volunteer hours?  (hint: 
Yes) 

Aurora’s Arboretum is 100 acres of  
greenery and nature, right in the heart 
of  town.

For the last 10 years, our group 
of  volunteers has partnered with the 
Town of  Aurora to plant trees, develop 
ecosystems, build trails, create signs, 
and to celebrate the wonders of  nature.

The Town and ACA have just 
renewed their partnership agreement 
for another 10 years.

 
Where: Magna Room, Aurora Public Library. 

Open House: 7:00 - 7:45 pm 
Update Presentation: 7:45 pm 

ACA’s AGM will follow at 8:15 pm. 
See you there! 

 

John Clement
Board Member 
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On Sunday, February 11, around 
2.30 in the afternoon, I was hit by a car 
in the Longo’s parking lot.

A stranger helped me from under the 
car and half-carried me to safety.

He also called 911 for the police and 
paramedics.

Unfortunately, I did not get the 
person’s name nor did I properly thank 
him for reaching out and helping me.

I do hope you read The Auroran 
and will recognize yourself  in this 
description.

If  so, thank you so much!

Allison Stuart
Aurora
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It was a fine day in late March and I 
was strolling along one of  the trails near 
the Seniors’ Centre.  

I expected to run into the Easter Bunny, 
who I usually seemed to encounter this 
time of  year. Often, he was in some state 
of  stress or distress about preparations for 
his pending activities here in Town.

Sure enough, before long I spotted a 
small furry figure approaching, carrying a 
large wicker basket. But to my surprise, I 
quickly recognized it as Aurora Annie, our 
Town’s weather forecasting groundhog.

“Annie, what are you doing here?” I 
asked, as she got closer.

I sat down on a nearby bench.
“What does it look like I’m doing?” she 

responded with a smile.
Hopping up beside me, she said, “I’m 

getting ready for the Town’s big Easter 
celebration on Saturday at the Seniors’ 
Centre.”

“But that’s the Easter Bunny’s job.”
“He can’t make it this year. He’s ... 

indisposed.”
“But Brock just interviewed him for 

The Auroran last week. He sounded fine.”
“Well, you know how things go 

sometimes.” After a glance around 
to ensure no one else could hear our 
conversation, she whispered, “He was a bit 
nervous getting ready. He’s never had to 
set up an inflatable before, and I think he 
accidentally punched a hole in it.”

“It’s fixed now,” she added quickly, 
“but I think he may have compensated 
for the extra pressure by eating too much 
chocolate. Having so much of  it available 
this time of  year is kind of  an occupational 
hazard.”  

“So I’m filling in,” she concluded.
“Like the alternate some towns other 

than Aurora have at Regional Council, if  
their representative can’t make it?”

“Exactly,” she agreed. “We seasonal 
characters take turns backing each other 
up. If  one of  us can’t make it, someone else 
is ready to step in.”

“Has this happened before?”
“Sure.”  Looking a little sheepish, she 

continued, “I remember one February 
I actually slept in, hibernation-wise, and 
wasn’t available for my annual prediction.   
Santa Claus had to step in at the last 
minute to cover for me.”

“Santa!”
“Yeah.He may be a wonderful altruist,” 

she confided, “giving out all those toys 
and spreading good cheer, but he’s a lousy 
weather prognosticator. After his prediction 
of  an early spring, it snowed well into April 
that year. It was kind of  embarrassing. But 
I appreciated the help,” she added, quickly.

“So, you’ll be doing the Easter events at 
the Seniors’ Centre this year?”

“Yes. It should go fairly well. After all, 
the local Girl Guides and Town staff  do 
most of  the work. The Bunny’s more of  a 
figurehead.”

“Besides,” she added, “the Optimists 
will be serving pancakes there. That’s an 
added incentive to attend.   My usual job 
February 2nd never involves breakfast.”

“But won’t the children realize you’re 
not a rabbit?”

“I’ll wear fake ears, some whiskers, and 
a cotton tail. The kids will be so hyped up 
on chocolate and activities they’ll never 
notice.”

“Speaking of  which,” she concluded, 
“I’d better get going, so I can get outfitted.”

“Have fun,” I said, as she headed off  
towards the Seniors’ Centre, making the 
odd practice hop along the way.

It wouldn’t quite be a traditional Easter, 
but it was nice to know that someone was 
willing to help out on short notice to ensure 
the kids of  Aurora weren’t disappointed.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Last week I had the honour of  
celebrating International Women’s day 
by bestowing 23 women and girls in 
Newmarket–Aurora with recognition 
awards for their volunteer leadership 
in the community. These amazing 
women were celebrated at my annual 
Leading Women/Leading Girls Building 
Communities Recognition Program.  

Spurred by the Ontario Ministry 
for the Status of  Women, the award 
recognizances women who are breaking 
down barriers and encouraging girls to 
get involved in careers where women are 
generally underrepresented.

These community leaders are actively 
promoting issues such as equality, 
diversity, healthy equal relationships, 
violence prevention and reducing racism 
and discrimination. By leading the way, 
others in the community are lead by these 
women and girls  to participate in public 
or community service, or mentoring, 
coaching, leading events or organizations 
and being in countless ways in their 
communities.

March 5 to 11 was International 
Women’s Week it’s celebrated across 
the province, recognizing the economic, 
political, and social achievements that 
outstanding women and girls have 
made in Ontario. Recognizing the civic 
contribution of  women and girls is part 
of  Ontario’s plan to create jobs, grow 
our economy and help people in their 
everyday lives. The highlight of  this week 
takes place on March 8—International 
Women’s Day.

This year’s recipients are strong role 
models who provide a positive example to 
women and girls in their community. This 
year we recognized three representatives 
from the York Regional Police department. 
We had four young women whose 
accomplishments included encouraging 
other young girls to get involved with 
STEM, supporting senior’s throughout 
our community and supporting people 
with Alzheimer’s. We also had 19 women 
who are essential to supporting Mental 
Health, human trafficking and local non-
profit organizations such as Inn from the 
Cold and the Newmarket Food Pantry.

I would like to congratulate Catherine 
Callaghan, Carol Rose-Kelduka, Lily 
Edmunds, Gwyneth Anderson, Martha 
Berry, Melissa Shafa, Lynn Bird, Tahirih 
Naylor-Thimm, Judy Brunton, Casandra 
Diamond, Deborah Gladding, Ashley 
Szakal, Sarid Layton, Bessie Shinas-
Vlasis, Heather Bull-Senay, Karen 
Richards, Janis Bell, Toyin Adekusibe, 
Arianna Skoloudik, Tracee Chambers, 
Maya Bishop, Amanda Bishop and 
Elisabeth Hempen.

These women and girls are the heart of  
our community. They encourage others 
around them to be better, and set positive 
examples for all who are fortunate enough 
to be in their company. 

Why do we work so hard to recognize 
these local leaders?

International Women’s Week was 
established by the United Nations almost 
twenty years ago. It set out priorities and 
measures of  success for alleviating poverty 
and improving health and education 
throughout the world. The target for 
completion was 2015 and we did see 
some progress.

However, we still see 51 per cent of  the 
world’s population making lower wages 
for work of  equal value. We see women 
and girls overwhelmingly the targets of  
sex trafficking. The past few months have 
seen an unprecedented airing of  sexual 
violence and harassment in the workplace. 
And we still have underrepresentation in 
senior positions in the public and private 
sectors.

As a government, Ontario’s goal is 

for all women and girls to have access to 
and benefit from economic and social 
opportunities, have diverse leadership 
roles, and are able to participate fully in 
society. We will do this by: continuing 
to improve access to education, skills 
development, entrepreneurship and 
employment, promoting opportunities 
for women and girls through public 
institutions, such as schools and removing 
barriers that limit women and girls from 
reaching their full potential.

We cannot do it alone. Women’s 
economic empowerment can be achieved 
through partnerships between business, 
government, public institutions and 
communities. Achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of  women and 
girls will require vigorous efforts, including 
legal framework, to counter deeply rooted 
gender-based discrimination that often 
results from patriarchal attitudes and 
related social norms. 

I encourage everyone to follow the 
lead of  these inspirational women and 
girls that I had the pleasure of  meeting. 
In the Ontario government, our priority 
is fairness, when you strip race, creed, and 
color at the end we are all human beings. 
I recently heard a timely quote by Ani 
Castillo, “Do not treat me like a man, do 
not treat me like women, but treat me like 
a fellow human being.”

I look forward to continually supporting 
women and girls in our community who 
are role models for us all, and make 
us proud to be part of  such a giving 
community.

Did you know…According to Bob 
McRoberts’ publication Postcards of  
Olde Aurora, organized sports were 
introduced to the Aurora High School 
in 1918 and in the 1951/52 yearbook 
documented that “during the early 1900s 
the girls began their struggle for equality 
with the boys in the field of  athletics”.

As always, I invite you to contact me on 
any issue. Please call my community office at 
905-750-0019, or visit my website at www.
ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: cballard.
mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Hopping To It

Building supports for Mental Health

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

VIEW FROM 
QUEENS PARK

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

IN GOOD 
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Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
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Are you more or less likely to vote 
Progressive Conservative this June 

with Doug Ford as Leader?

Help us recognize citizens in the 
community who have made a positive 
impact in Aurora. The Town is currently 
accepting nominations for the 2018 
Community Recognition Awards, which 
will be presented in a ceremony this May.

I encourage residents to nominate 
individuals, groups and businesses that have 
actively supported the Town’s development 
and enhanced the overall community. The 
awards recognize the following categories: 
Volunteer Service Awards (20, 25, 30, 35, 
40 years), Youth Volunteer Achievement 
Award, Green Award, Arts and Culture 
Award, Community Leadership Award, 
Good Neighbour Award, Good Business 
Award, Inclusivity Award, Community 
Safety Award and the Citizen of  the Year 
Award. Nominations will be accepted until 
Friday, April 6. For more information on 
how to submit a nomination or to learn 
more about the awards, visit aurora.ca/cra.

Mark your calendars for March 31! The 
Town in partnership with the Girl Guides 
are presenting Aurora’s Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join us for a day of  fun 
with many activities including face painting, 
a carrot toss, crafts and more.

Wristbands for this event can only 
be purchased in advance and are on 
sale now until sold out. Wristbands are 
$6 per child, parents and guardians are 
free. Wristbands can be purchased at the 
following locations: Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex, Aurora Town Hall or the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. For 
more information, please visit aurora.ca/
easteregghunt.

Thinking of  a great way to keep your 
kids busy over the summer? The Town 
offers several exciting, safe and innovative 
camp programs throughout the summer. 
Our qualified camp staff  are committed 
to providing a memorable and enjoyable 
summer camp experience. The Town 
camps are designed to meet the varied 
interests, learning styles and developmental 
needs of  all children and teens. To find out 
more visit, aurora.ca/summercamps.

The Town’s next clutter collection will 
take place on Monday, April 9. Place all 
unwanted clothing and other textiles in a 
clear or blue plastic bag marked with the 
letter T and leave it at the curb by 8 a.m. 
Items accepted include: used clothing, 
linen, soft drapery, shoes/boots, purses, 
belts, jackets/coats, soft toys, eyeglasses and 
sports balls.

As a reminder, municipal offices will 
be closed for the Easter holiday on Friday, 
March 30 and re-open on Monday, April 2. 
For more closure information and holiday 
recreation schedules, read the Town’s bi-
weekly Notice Board published in The 
Auroran or visit aurora.ca/easterweekend.

Stay connected to the Town. Visit the 
Town’s website, read the Town’s bi-weekly 
Notice Board published in The Auroran, 
subscribe to our social media feeds and 
sign-up for our monthly Town e-newsletter, 
Aurora Matters and engage with us 
through PlaceSpeak. For more information 
about the Town of  Aurora, visit aurora.ca

Please contact me if  you have any 
questions or comments about our Town. I 
invite you to contact my office to set-up an 
appointment to speak with me in-person 
by either emailing mayor@aurora.ca or 
calling my office at 905-726-4741. I am 
always happy to hear from you!

Have a wonderful week!

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

National Hot Tub Day!
(March 28)

Need we say more?  
Well, if you happen to know who this relaxed gentleman is,  

we would love to put a name to the face.
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Leading Women awards salute inroads into science 
and technology

By Brock Weir

A healthy mind, coupled with a 
healthy body can lead to limitless 
potential – but getting on the right track 
is very often a team effort. 

Earlier this month, to mark 
International Women’s Day, 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard 
saluted 23 area women in the fourth 
annual Leading Women / Leading Girls 
awards.

This year’s awards, hosted at 
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall, was an 

opportunity to pay tribute to female 
community builders of  all ages, but it 
was also a time to honour those women 
who are laying foundations for the 
female leaders of  tomorrow.

“We know that gender inequality 
persists worldwide and, because of  
that, women and girls are deprived of  
their very basic rights and opportunities 
in too many places,” said Mr. Ballard. 
“[There is no doubt] that the healthy 
mind and body of  an educated girl, with 
equal access to opportunities, grow into 
strong, smart women.”

This week, The Auroran shares the 

citations of  the final twelve honoured 
recipients.

ASHLEY SZAKAL
Ashley is an outstanding member 

of  Girls Inc., an organization focused 
around “Inspiring All Girls to Be 
Strong, Smart and Bold.” Ashley joined 
Girls Inc. to make a difference for girls 
and to support girls choosing to stay in 
school and setting their career goals. 
Ashley has inspired many young women 
to get involved in the STEM sector 
through her volunteer work with FIRST 
Robotics. She has volunteered countless 
hours supporting and giving speeches 
for FIRST Robotics. Ashley is a true 
champion for girls and she inspires those 
around those around her to reach their 
full potential.

SARID LAYTON
Sarid is known to her friends and 

coworkers as a mentor. She is dedicated 
to making a difference whenever she is 
able – in all aspects of  her life. She has 
given innumerable hours to serving the 
community. She has served with various 
organizations such as Gather North, 
Inn from the Cold, Dog Tales, York 
Pride Festival, Breast Cancer Society 
of  Ontario and many more. Sarid 
is passionate about supporting those 
around her and is enthusiastic about 
encouraging others to do the same.

BESSIE SCHINAS-VLASIS
Bessie is one of  the two founders of  

the Bully Free Community Alliance and 
is a phenomenal advocate for children 
and adolescent mental health. She 
volunteers regularly with Southlake 
on the Mental Health Patient and 
Family Committee. She gives her time 
to promote anti-bullying initiatives/
groups and to educate parents on how 
to navigate the world of  bullying and 
mental health. Bessie strives to bring her 
passion, expertise and experience to help 
build and sustain positive communities.

HEATHER BULL-SENAY
Heather is a proud and dedicated 

member of  Girls Inc of  York Region 
and is a prominent member of  the 
York Regional Police department. 
Heather believes in empowering girls 
in an equitable society and is a true 
champion for girls. She has given 
countless hours supporting women’s 
rights and promoting women in 
leadership. Heather is part of  the 
Women in Leadership division of  the 
York Regional Police Internal Support 
Network.

KAREN RICHARDS
Karen shows outstanding devotion 

and leadership in all she does. She 

believes passionately in promoting 
equality and diversity for all. Karen 
is an active volunteer within her 
community and the York Regional 
Police Department. She has spent many 
hours working with young children at 
the Community Safety Village, with the 
Special Olympics in 2013, and at cultural 
events that connect the police with their 
citizens. Karen is also president of  the 
Community Living Central York Board 
of  Directors.

JANIS BELL
Janis is a woman of  extreme 

passion and caring for those around 
her and within her community. She 
does extraordinary work for people by 
counselling them and volunteering with 
various organizations. Janis is an active 
member of  the Newmarket Rotary 
and University Women’s group. Janis 
inspires others to read and foster their 
imagination and knowledge.

TOYIN ADEKUSIBE
Toyin is a remarkable leader and 

volunteer, not just in York Region but 
across the GTA. She consciously seeks 
to maintain a heart of  service; humbly 
giving back to the community. She 
volunteers regularly with the Toronto 
Police and with her local church. She 
has been awarded an Education of  
Excellence by the Yoruba Community of  

(Top) Toyin Adekusibe and (bottom) Arianna 
Skoloudik received their Leading Women/
Leading Girls awards from Newmarket-Auro-
ra MPP Chris Ballard. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Concerned about  
market volatility?
Get a professional second opinion  
on your investment portfolio

In volatile markets, there are three questions every investor  
should ask themselves:

1.  Do I know the downside risks in my portfolio?

2.   Does my financial plan account for uncontrollable risk like 
market corrections?

3.   Will my income needs be met if my portfolio drops in value?

If you’ve answered “no” to any of the above or aren’t sure, contact 
Brendan Black today for a complimentary consultation on your 
investment portfolio and financial plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St., 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Aurora Chamber Insider Session
Join Us: Thursday March 29, 2018 at Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 8:30 am – 10:00 am.

Women of Infl uence (WIN) Luncheon 
Join Us: Tuesday, April 10 at Urban Park Playland, 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm.

Vote Prosperity: 2018 Ontario Election Focus on Business Candidate Discussion
Join Us: Save the Date! May 16, 2018.

Learn More & Register:   www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Connecting Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca     905-727-7262    
info@aurorachamber.on.ca     Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us for a breakfast information session featuring Guest Speaker John Hotson. John is a founding partner 
of the Business Transition Alliance (BTA). BTA works hands-on with business owners of private companies 
to help them develop and implement effective strategies that increase the value, growth and profi tability 
of their business. Whether owner’s plans are to grow, exit or step back, BTA will prepare them for the 
transition of their business and deliver the freedom that a positive transition can provide. This event 
is proudly sponsored by York Small Business Enterprise Centre (YSBEC).  Visit: www.aurorachamber.on.ca 
for event registration and details.

Join Us: Wednesday, April 11 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 

Hot Topic: 
Grow, Exit, or Step Back 

- How to Build Value 
and Prepare You for the Future

Featuring Guest Speaker
 John Hotson

Able Network embodies “refuse 
to settle” philosophy

By Brock Weir

Able Network wants its members to 
reach their full potential and be the best 
they can be.

In short, the Aurora-based organization 
which provides education and opportunities 
for those living with intellectual challenges, 
not only refuses to settle for less with their 
young men and women, but they also 
refuse to settle for less as an organization.

This philosophy recently caught the eye 
of  the local Pita Pit store as the company 
embarked on their nation-wide “Refuse 
to Settle” campaign, which sees Pita Pit 
franchisees nominate organizations in their 
community who live by this philosophy 
every day.

“Pita Pit Canada is very big on the 
core values of  having each other’s backs 
and being fanatical about what you do, 
being fresh all the time,” says Natasha 
Both, franchisee of  the Bayview Avenue 
restaurant. “We’re always fresh with 
our food, but also always fresh with our 
thinking. I felt Able Network was very 
much aligned with those core values and 
that is why I nominated them for the 
Refuse to Settle campaign.”

As a result, Natasha welcomed two Able 
Network volunteers to the store last week 
to formally present a $1,000 cheque, a 
much-appreciated boost for the grassroots 
organization.

“One of  my employees sons is part 
of  Able Network and she talks about 
how involved they are with him, how 
every year they make sure he is in the 
right environment for what he needs and 
what he is capable of  doing and how 
he can contribute to the community,” 
says Natasha. “They review where his 
strengths and weaknesses are and how 
they can situate him to improve himself  in 
just everyday life skills. 

“Able Network didn’t know about the 
Refuse to Settle campaign that was going 
on for 2018, but I met [Director] Barb 

Allan at a Chamber of  Commerce event 
and it just clicked. I knew that that was it.”

That same click was felt by Ms Allan.
“We all want to be valued, busy, and 

reach our full potential,” she says. “It is 
nice that they thought of  us and honoured 
us this way. It is nice that they thought of  
the Able Network in the context of  the 
Refuse to Settle campaign, showing that 
we’re not going to settle and we want our 
guys to be the best they can be and reach 
their full potential. Ever since Pita Pit 
moved into Aurora, they have been a good 
champion for us.

“We are a community organization 
and everything we do is a natural job in 
a community setting. We don’t have a 
lot of  expenses in regards to things or 
‘stuff ’ because we spend all our time out 
in the community. The biggest reason we 
fundraise and accept donations is because 
we’re trying to continue Able. We’re a fee 
for service organization and we’re trying to 
continue to be an affordable organization. 
Our biggest cost is staffing and having our 
staff  support people in the community.”

More than half  of  their operating 
budget, she says, is met through fundraising, 
with the balance recouped through fees 
from families coming to Able Network. 
Every little bit helps, says Ms. Allan.

Last week cheque presentation afforded 
two Able Network members – Elaine and 
Michael – with one more opportunity to 
learn a very important skill: Ms. Both and 
Pita Pit employee Jennifer McPhee taught 
them step by step how to assemble the 
perfect pita, which they were able to bring 
back for lunch at Able Network’s home 
base, The Rectory at Trinity Anglican 
Church.

“They really enjoyed it and it was a 
highlight for sure,” said Ms. Allan of  the 
hands-on experience. 

Adds Natasha: “They had such a blast 
being a part of  it. Elaine called her mum 
and told her, ‘You’ve got to sit down. I’ve 
got news for you.’ She was just so thrilled 
to have a pita she made.”

(From Left) Pita Pit franchise owners Ron and Natasha, along with employee Jennifer, welcomed Able Network’s Barb, Celine, Elaine and Michael to their store last week to receive the cheque.
 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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CHARTWELL.COM

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE

15055 Yonge Street, Aurora • 289-648-4113 

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL

200 John West Way, Aurora • 289-648-4099 

Communicate  
and plan  
how you want  
to live
Learn how with  
Dr. Amy D’Aprix’s 
Essential Conversations at
chartwell.com/ 
essential-conversations

Built on a strong foundation of continuous 
fi replace innovation, the Valor Linear Series 
welcomes the fi rst of its kind, a wide-format 

fi replace that intigrates linear design with 
impressive radiant heat technology.

Soothing, relaxed fl ames illuminate the 
natural fi re elements while creating a casual 

and comfortable atmospher.

1324 WellingtonSt. W., King City 905-727-2392

Snowball Hearth 
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

THE ORIGINAL 
RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE
WWW.VALORFIREPLACE.COM

®

®

® Linear Series

Groups encouraged to get involved to help Aurora secure 
“Youth Friendly” designation

By Brock Weir

Community groups throughout 
Aurora operate programs geared 
towards kids and teens through various 
ways, but getting on the same page in 
ensuring the needs of  local teens are 
met will help Aurora secure a second 
designation as a “Youth Friendly” 
community. 

This Tuesday, March 27, the Town 
will hold the first of  two information 
sessions for community groups and 
organizations on how they can get 
involved with Aurora’s application 
in the Youth Friendly Communities 
recognition program.

The program celebrates communities 
that recognize adolescents have different 
needs for play and activities than kids 
and adults, and the public session is 
intended to help groups work together 
as Aurora re-applies for the designation, 
which it first secured in 2016.

“We received silver designation in 
2016 and a large part of  that is the 
different play opportunities in Town 
– not just us, but any play provider 
in Aurora offering programs for 
youth,” says Julie Stephenson, Youth 
Programmer for the Town of  Aurora.  
“The [first designation] have actually 
done a great deal for us in terms of  
offering the programs they offer, but 
now as we get ready to reapply in 2019 
we’re really looking to make sure we’re 
representing them correctly, we know 
what programs they offer, if  they have 
any updates, and learn directly from 
them what information they have that 
can benefit this application.”

Part of  Tuesday’s session – and 
a second session is scheduled for 
Wednesday – will include a presentation 
on Play Works, provider of  the 
designation, and the criteria Aurora 
will need to meet in order for a second 
certification.

“When we talk to the organizations, 
we’re looking for not only the programs 
they offer, but anything that is part of  
their normal operating procedures 
that makes them a youth friendly 
organization,” says Ms. Stephenson. 
“It could be anything from how they 
communicate with youth promoting 
their programs and that sort of  face to 
face contact when they are operating 
their programs. It could be any policies 
or procedures that are put in place to 
really recognize the developmental 
needs of  youth at that age and, in those 
programs, and it could even be how 
they support the community.”

A designation such as this, she says, 
is important in showcasing the work 
that is done for youth within Aurora, 
along with the opportunities provided, 
as well as a way of  seeing how Aurora 
measures up to other communities. 

“One of  the greatest results of  doing 
this application is we get to highlight so 
many things in the community for youth 
themselves,” she says. “We sometimes 
have youth who say, ‘We had no idea 
there was this program, I had no idea 
I could apply for this scholarship,’ and 
this is a great way to highlight what is 
available for youth. There are a wide 
variety of  opportunities and what is 
really great is you’ve seen in the last 
little while youth standing up and 
asking for an opportunity. There seems 
to be something that pops up to meet 
that need.

“One of  the best examples I 
really love is our Youth Engagement 
Committee. We had a group of  youth 
go to Aurora Town Council and let 
them know that they were interested in 
the opportunity and really wanted to 
get involved. Here we are today, I think 
we’re four or five years into that and it 
is a thriving committee that is involved 
in youth issues. You really need to have 
a youth voice present, not only in their 
community but in this application.

“We have already started the process, 
running a few focus groups throughout 
the year on different topics, that our 
youth committee has identified as 
points of  interest. We have run a health 
and wellness as well as an employment 
and life after high school session. 
Coming up in April, we have a transit 
and accessibility focus group, then we 
will also be releasing a survey we hope 
to make annual to the youth of  Aurora 

and that should happen in the summer.”

The Youth Friendly Communities 
Information Sessions will take place 
Tuesday, March 27, at 1 p.m. at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, and 
again on Wednesday, March 28, at 6 
p.m. in the same location. Both meetings 
will take place on Program Room C on 
the second floor. For more information, 
and to RSVP, email youth@aurora.ca.

Free Topping Pizza had there grand opening this weekend in the Aurora  
Shopping Plaza and it was success. Reza Mohammadyar says the idea behind Free 
Topping pizza is customers should be able to get exactly the pizza they want without  
having to worry about additional charges for toppings; we let customers be in 
charge by allowing them to add all the toppings they want for no extra charge.

  Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora

children, teens & adultsconcert

Tickets $35 Advance | $40 Day of Concert

This month at Aurora Cultural Centre 
For tickets/info: 905 713-1818 | HST included in all ticket prices 

      classes for      April 13   8pm

John Sheard 
presents

Canadian Country Music 
Hall of Fame Inductee

Wendell Ferguson
with special guest 

Terra Hazelton
 “keepin’ it all respectable”

March 23  8pm   
 

MUSIC 
ART
&
CLASSES

classical music

$35 Advance  |  $40 Day of Concert

Music Director of Trinity United 
Church Newmarket presents a 
program to include Debussy, 

Liszt & Beethoven. 

Vlad Soloviev, piano

Full repertoire on website. 
Upcoming: 

May 4 James Campbell & Friends, 
featuring Cameron Crozman on the 

1696 Bonjour Stradivari Cello

Great Artist Music Series presents

 

 

Starring Marquee's 
Teen Group

Live at the Wirth Theatre
St. Andrews College, 15800 Yonge St., 

Aurora

Friday March 23, 7:00pm 
Saturday March 24, 1:00pm 

Tickets $17 each

 Tickets available at Marquee's office 
73 Industrial Parkway N., Aurora-905-713-1040 
or at the door on the night of the performance

Celebrate Easter
March 25, Palm Sunday, 8am, 9:15am & 11:15am
March 29, Maundy �ursday 7:30pm
March 30, Good Friday 10am
(Includes children’s program)

April 1, Easter Sunday
8am, 9:15am & 11:15am

Trinity Anglican Church 
79 Victoria St. Aurora 

(905) 727-6101  www.trinityaurora.ca

Supportive students recognized for making school  
a better place

By Brock Weir

Shyiem McGillvary knows firsthand 
the importance of  making a friend.

The Grade 12 student at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School goes out of  his way each day 
lending a hand where it is needed, 
recognizing there are people in his 
school community who need a bit of  
support from time to time.

McGillvary, as part of  the school’s 
wrap-up of  Black History Month 
commemorations, was recently 
recognized by the St. Max community 
for his leadership with their Black 
History Month Support Award.

The Support Award is presented 

each year to a student who is a true 
reflection of  the concept put forward 
by Accessibility and Special Needs 
advocate Jean Vanier that, “All humans 
are sacred, no matter what their culture, 
race, religion, capacities or incapacities, 
or weaknesses or strengths may be. Each 
of  us needs help to become all that we 
might be.”

The recipient noted for their ability 
to hear the call of  those in need and 
to provide care and support, and also 
for acknowledging their own need for 
support on occasion. 

Shyiem had no idea he was receiving 
the award when he walked into the 
school’s Black History Month closing 
assembly, but might have sensed the 
energy building in the room as the 

citation was read out, with much of  the 
first two rows of  the assembly filled with 
family and friends just waiting for the 
right moment to cheer.

“This year’s recipient recognizes 
the importance of  caring for self  and 
others,” said the school of  Shyiem. 
“He demonstrates a positive attitude 
and a strong work ethic and is willing 
to help others who need support. He 
is a responsible and caring individual 
who understands that everyone needs 
support from time to time.”

And cheer they did – along with his 
fellow students.

“It means a lot,” he told The 
Auroran. “I had no idea that was going 
to happen. I heard I was nominated 
but I didn’t actually know I was going 
to win. It’s an honour and I am very 
proud. I support people with special 
needs, and I also help out my brother 
around school and I am hoping he will 
do good next year when I am not here.”

Currently weighing his post-
secondary options, he hopes to pursue 
a path in the dramatic arts at either 
Centennial College or George Brown 
College.

“Get involved and don’t be afraid to 
be yourself,” he said when asked what 
advice he would give to the student 
leaders who emerge after his graduation 
“Everyone has a place in this school no 
matter what.”

He was one of  three students 
honoured at the assembly, along with 
Sage Rampersad and Shelby Clifford.

Sage was recognized with the 
Inclusion Award, which is handed out 
each year to a student who sees others 
as unique and worthy individuals 
and who refuses to define others by 
labels or stereotypes. Each recipient 
demonstrates inclusivity by actively 
reaching out to others in a welcoming 

spirit of  friendship and appreciation.
“The recipient of  the inclusion award 

is a kind and welcoming individual who 
is always willing to assist their classmates 
and fellow students,” said the school. 
“Through classroom interactions and 
participation in various school activities, 
this individual demonstrates a genuine 
sense of  openness and takes an inclusive 
approach to all of  their endeavours.”

Shelby was honoured with the Justice 
Award, which goes to a student who 
shows a commitment to the concepts 
of  equality and justice. The recipient 
acts in a “just” manner in how they 
treat others, and also reflects on and 
seeks meaning in the concept of  equity. 
The recipient chooses to seek solutions 
to problems which cause injustice 
and examines ways to create an 
environment in which all can achieve 
their potential. This commitment to 
justice is demonstrated through inquiry, 
analysis, involvement and action.”

Said the school of  Shelby: “The 
recipient of  the Justice Award is 
an individual who has made their 
mission in life to ensure that everyone 
they meet is given the same respect 
and dignity; each person feels heard, 
seen and appreciated. In return, this 
student only asks that you continue 
this attitude in your own life”

Shelby said the recognition will 
propel her forward as she heads 
off  to Nova Scotia this fall to study 
business and commerce at Dalhousie 
University.

“I think it will fuel me forward in 
the sense I can understand through 
this what I am doing is right,” she 
said. “I know that when I wake up in 
the morning and talk to people and 
I ask them how they are and include 
them, it makes me want to include 
people in the future.”

Shyiem, Shelby and Sage are congratulated by their families. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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STOP POWER OF SALE! CALL OR TEXT NELLA NOW 416-992-5104

• New Home Purchase 
• Self Employed 
• Bankrupt/Consumer Proposal
• Line of Credit/Home Equity
• Renovation Loans
• 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages 
• Consolidate Debts
• Bad Credit (Consumer Proposal/Bankrupt OK)

BEST RATE MORTGAGES
1st Mortgage     
    Rates 
      from    
        2.24% 
          (OAC)

Call me for equity take out in 3-5 Days
Broker License: 10266 

You never know when you’re going to need it: Put your 
best foot forward with Hospice hike

By Brock Weir

Heather R. makes herself  
comfortable on a couch.

In her sight line is the hand-made 
harvest table she’s come to know so 
well, groaning down with fresh baked 
goods whose smells intermingles with 
the inviting scent of  fresh flowers.

It’s a scene that plays out in countless 
homes across York Region every day, 
and this is no exception. Only, this isn’t 
a traditional home – it’s a home away 
from home for individuals nearing the 
end of  their lives.

Heather is a familiar face at 
Newmarket’s Margaret Bahen Hospice, 
where her mother has been living for 
quite some time. Although it is just a 
stone’s throw from Southlake Regional 
Health Centre, it’s far removed from a 
hospital atmosphere.

The 10-bed hospice opened last fall 
and, now fully partnered with Doane 
House Hospice, the Margaret Bahen 
is gearing up for its first Hike for 
Hospice, a fundraising event aimed not 
only to raise $50,000 for the largely-
community-supported facility, but also 
build awareness of  the hospice option 
in the Region. 

“We have around a $700,000 budget 
to raise annually,” says Deborah 
Kesheshian, Director of  Development 
at the Margaret Bahen Hospice. “The 
government funds half  our budget. 
There is no cost for the families here, so 
when the kids come through and they 
want ice cream, a bowl of  soup at lunch 
time, they have it. We want to make sure 
everyone’s gas tank is a little bit fuller. 
There is no cost to families and we want 
to keep it that way. Hospice shouldn’t 
be a burden; it should alleviate their 
burden.”

It has certainly alleviated the burden 
shouldered by Heather and her family. 
The time immediately before Hospice 
was a difficult one for her family. Her 
father was taking care of  her mother 
most of  the time, an effort she says was 
“killing him slowly” because he simply 
didn’t have time to care for himself. She 
helped fill in the gaps when she could, 
but it was not a long-term solution – 
nor were hospitals.

“We had a tour as soon as we got 
here and we thought it was really nice, 
clean, but not the sterile medical place 
of  a hospital,” she shares. “It is home-
like, inviting, and that makes it more 
relaxed for families – as well as my 
mom. Our main goal is to keep mum 
as comfortable as possible and make the 
process as easy for dad as possible.”

When the grandchildren come to visit 
after school or on weekends, they don’t 
have the extra worry of  after school 
snacks or the odd meal here and there. 
Resources are available at the Hospice, 
so families – along with a dedicated 
nursing staff  and host of  volunteers – 
can get down to the business of  living.

“I knew this was going to be a home, 
but I didn’t know what kind of  home,” 
says Heather, whose mother worked 
many years as a nurse. “When you’ve 
been exposed to hospitals and nursing 
homes and things like that for so long, 
this is not the norm. You get that 
medical, sterile environment in your 
head with a fast pace, but this is just the 
opposite.”

This spring’s Hike for Hospice will 
go towards ensuring other local families 
have as positive an experience as 
Heather.

“Any one of  us could be Heather R., 
we could all be in her situation,” says 
Ms. Kesheshian. “We’re all going to 
have parents or loved ones who need 
this home. As much as we don’t know it 
prior to needing it, it is such a relief  to 
know it is here when we do. Knowing 
any one of  us could be in Heather’s 
position, it is important to make sure we 
keep the Margaret Bahen Hospice solid 
in the community.”

Anyone can join in the hike, which 
will take participants from Fairy Lake, to 
the Hospice on Queen Street and back 
again. It is designed to accommodate 
people of  all ages and abilities, including 

wheelchairs, strollers and dogs.
“When we get here, we hope all the 

families and residents who are here will 
look out at this mass of  people wishing 
them well, just being there to say we 
support you, your family, and we will 
have a moment of  silence for folks who 
have made this their last home with their 
families,” she says. “It is very important 
that people see what this beautiful 
facility has to offer because every one 
of  us could potentially need it.”

Adds Heather: “A lot of  people 
are in my situation where I am not 
just worried about mum and my own 
family, I’m worried about dad because 
he’s still living on his own. It alleviates 
having to worry about the cost and 
how everyone’s going to get a meal. It is 
about being there with dignity and just 

Members of the Margaret Bahen Hospice Team are pictured in the sunny living room area. Front row: Kathey, Debbie, Lisa. Back 
row: Deborah, Mark, Trish. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

being there with no worries.”
This year’s Hike for Hospice takes place 

Sunday, May 6, at Fairy Lake. Registration 

begins at 9 a.m. Event time: 11 a.m. For 
more information, call 905-967-1500 
x133.
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       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!

Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!

April 13th   5:30-11pm

Stronach Aurora Rec Complex 
(1400 Wellington Street East)

            Available at:
 Royal Lepage (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20 Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

Limited number of tickets available

       Dr. Norman Orschel
 Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
 Sales Representative

T h a n k   Y o u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

$25 @ the door.  Cash only.
Limited number available.

    Damir Vrancic
        Law O�ce

LIVE

Wine and soft drinks will also be available.

5   A
nnual

th

…with up to 30%* in savings & discounts

PLUS, save up to an additional 
25% with our new smartphone 
app TELEMATICS!1 A convenient 
app to help you learn more about 
your driving habits, and 
potentially save.

•  Winter tires? Save up to 5%*
•  Multiple vehicles? Save up to 15%*
•  Hybrid or electric vehicle? Save up to 5%*
• College or university student? Save up to 10%*
•  Additional savings* if you have multiple policies with State Farm®

*Conditions apply. 1Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements 
and additional coverages.  

Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.
State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.  

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Company, used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

Call me today.

your auto insurance
savings further…

driving
Start

1510024CN

Lora Cai Ins Agcy Ltd
Lora J Cai, Agent
102-15160 Yonge Street
Aurora, ON  L4G 1M2
Bus: 905-727-6888

RECOGNITION
COMMUNITY

AWARDS

2018

Town of Aurora • 100 John West Way. P.O. Box 1000,
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

AURORA’S

905-727-4762 • aurora.ca/CRA • #AuroraCRA
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Nominations will be accepted until Friday, April 6, 2018

The Town of Aurora believes in inspiring volunteerism and 
recognizing citizens who have made a positive impact in 

our community.

Do you know an individual, group or business who has...

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

If so, why not nominate them for a Community Recognition Award?

given their own time for the benefit of others?
gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
made Aurora a better place to live?

The Town is accepting nominations for the 2018 Community Recognition Awards, 
which will be presented at a ceremony in May.

The awards honour individuals, groups and businesses that have actively supported 
the Town’s development and enhanced the overall community.

Download a nomination form at aurora.ca/CRA
or pick up a copy at any Town facility reception desk.

LED lights saving money, energy – but not as quickly as hoped
By Brock Weir

Since 2015, over 4,500 of  Aurora’s 

street lights have been switched from 
traditional lamps to energy-efficient 
LED models, a move spurred in a bid 

to save both energy and money. But, 
while money and energy is being saved, 
it will take longer than expected for the 
expensive project to pay for itself.

The $3.27 million conversion process 
was expected to pay for itself  after nine 
years, but a series of  hurdles have been 
faced, pushing this payback off  at least 
to 10.

A recent report to Council states 
the conversion project is “substantially 
complete” but streetlight billing has 
proved to be a “complex” process. 

“The Streetlight LED Conversion 
project is now complete, save for 
27 troublesome lamps,” said Town 
Treasurer Dan Elliott in his report 
to Council. “The electricity demand 
reductions were achieved. However, 
there have been delays in realizing 
the savings on our billings. Further, 
the project took longer to complete 
than expected, resulting in lost savings 
previously expected. Further, the 
expected reductions in streetlight 
maintenance costs have not been fully 
realized.

“Staff  are working to realize 
retroactive electricity billings and are 
working to discuss delay adjustments 
with the contractor, prior to final 
payments to them for the work 
completed.”

Compounding the billing issue, he 
contended, was a communications 
breakdown between the LED 
streetlight vendor RealTime Energy 
and the power company Alectra 
(formerly PowerStream) on the pace 
of  the conversions, resulting in energy 
overcharges of  more than $52,000.

Getting actual numbers on how 
much money the LED conversion 
was actually saving Aurora has been 
a key issue of  focus for Councillor 
Harold Kim, who said the report was 
“surprising” in that “commonsensical” 
things were not caught and the Town 
has to look at recouping expenses. 

“Whose responsibility was it to review 
the audit consultant’s report and should 

the auditor consultant not have asked us 
more questions about the nature of  our 
maintenance and our cost structure?” 
he asked. “Did we even know our 
maintenance costs for our street lighting 
at that time or even ask it? The savings 
of  $362,000 per year, which was, with 
a payback period of  nine years, it looks 
like it is going to be about 10.3 or 10.5 
years. Eventually we will get that paid 
back, but it will be stretched out over a 
longer period of  time.

“Staff  were advised this savings 
would be guaranteed by RealTime 
and the final contract excluded this 
language. It is almost as if  it is akin to 
buying a car and saying you have the 
five year bumper to bumper warranty, 
but you forgot to read the fine line on 
the contract.”

In response, Mr. Elliott said he and 
his department have been working to 
clear up the discrepancies.

He met with Alectra in February, 
he said, and both parties are “in the 
process of  exchanging information.” 
The discussions, he added, have been 
positive.

“I walked in with the attitude this was 
exploratory, where are we at, how can 
we get through this issue? The person I 
was dealing with opened the meeting by 
stating they were already at a $32,000 
and I recognize that is not enough yet 
and I am not finished,” said Mr. Elliott. 
“’I’m at $52,000 and she’s at $32,000, 
and she’s not finished yet. It’s a work in 
progress, but I was very encouraged by 
the attitude and reception I had.

Financial issues aside, Council 
members also had questions of  a more 
practical nature, particularly Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner who said, since the 
new lights were installed, she has fielded 
a complaint from a resident over an 
improperly installed fixture.

“I got a complaint who said their 
light was shining into his daughter’s 
bedroom window and they didn’t find it 
acceptable,” she said, noting she spoke 
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From page 12

While I was pondering what subject 
to write about this time, the decision was 
made for me by the devastating event that 
occurred at Stoneman Douglas School in 
Parkland, Florida.

My initial and visceral reaction of  
horror and anger at the senseless violence 
was supplanted by my need to celebrate 
the inherent beauty and wonderment of  
life.

I was reminded that we cannot afford to 
take life’s gifts for granted. We should take 
every opportunity to tell those we love and 
care about how we feel, because you never 
know what tomorrow will bring. Take 
every day as a gift and use every chance to 
do a good deed, especially without being 
asked.

Call friends and family members you 
haven’t seen in a while. Compliment 
someone on a job well done. Offer to 
volunteer when there are jobs which need 
doing and do so with a smile. You’ll be 
surprised how contagious that smile will 
be and you’ll feel great about being able to 
help someone.

As well as doing good deeds, take the 
time to really enjoy life-the proverbial 
“stop and smell the roses”. It’s so important 
to take the time to notice the beauty all 
around us and particularly important for 
us seniors since we now have less time than 
we once had to do this.

We are so fortunate in Aurora to have 
the wonderful Seniors’ Centre which 
offers such a variety of  activities to choose 
from. 

If  so inclined, you could fill every day 
with an activity, course, trip or movie at 
the Centre, to name just a few, and you’ll 
have lots of  great company with whom to 
enjoy these programmes.

In addition to the Seniors’ Centre, 
Aurora offers many activities to tempt you 
and enrich your life.

There are the wonderful plays at 
Theatre Aurora and all the courses, 
speakers, and concerts at the Cultural 
Centre. These take place throughout the 
year and not just on weekends. The caliber 
of  the actors and the concert musicians is 
first rate and the prices are affordable.

Just think that you can enjoy top drawer 
music and artists without having to drive 
downtown, fight for a parking spot and pay 
a handsome fee for that dubious pleasure.

Let’s not forget the many activities at 
the various community centres, as well 
as the exciting goings on at out amazing 
Aurora Public Library which are well 
worth attending.

There are many enticing activities you 
can take advantage of  to enrich your life 
and mitigate the evil in our world. I look 
forward to seeing you out and about 
enjoying life to the fullest in our great 
Town.

SENIOR
SCAPE
Jan Freedman

HAPPENINGS  
AT THE SENIORS’ CENTRE

The Revenge of  the Red Feather 
Ladies. This is the latest production by the 
Centre’s Silver Stars and will be performed 
on Saturday, April 14 and Sunday, April 
15 at 2 pm. Tickets are $5 each and are 
available now at the Reception desk. 

Dinner Dance Gala. This event will be 
held Saturday, May 5 from 6:00 to 11:00 
pm. Antipasto will be served at 6:30 pm, 

dinner at 7:00, and dancing following 
dinner. Tickets are available now at 
Reception and cost $50 for members and 
$55 for non-members.

OK…Blue Jays…Let’s Play Ball. A bus 
will take members and non-members to 
the Rogers Centre on Wednesday, August 
22. The cost is $107 for members and 
$115 per person for non-members. If  you 
are interested, contact Andrew Bailey at 
905-727-3123, extension 3611.

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John 
West Way, visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. The monthly Seniors Association bulletin 
is posted on our web site so for all the details on 
Association activities, clubs, events, bistro lunch 
menus,  sports, and movies to mention a few,  and 
town programs, trips and other valuable information 
concerning the Aurora Seniors Association, take a 
look at www.auroraseniors.ca!

to the department’s former director, 
who said there were “many light fixtures 
that were improper and they had to be 
replaced to ensure the light was going in 
the right direction.”

“My understanding from the project 
manager is those lamp replacements 
are not being paid for twice,” said Mr. 
Elliott, responding to questions over 
who was shouldering the blame – and 
cost – for ill-installed lights. 

“I can conclude today we have 
received the demand reductions we 
expected from the project. We’ve also, 
on an annual basis, we are saving 
what we expected from an electricity 
perspective. There is the shortfall as 
Councillor Kim pointed out on the 
maintenance side, but I believe we 
achieved what we set out to do with 
respect to saving electricity, saving 
money on electricity and by definition 
these are brand new units. We will have 
less maintenance, but not to the degree 
we expected.”

LED lights



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 22, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 22, 2018Page  14             Page 15

(905) 853-3200  |  yorklasermedspa.com 

DR. PHILIP KRITZINGER MD  |  95 Wellington Street East, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1H9.

This spectacular building is the new home of 

York Laser and MedSpa, 

formerly York Vein and Laser Clinic, Newmarket. 

Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic 

medicine and adding a luxurious day spa. 

Our MedSpa services include 

Botox and dermal fi llers, CoolSculpting, laser hair 

removal, laser mole removal and much more. 

Our luxurious day spa offers pampering 

European facials, body massages and wraps, 

sauna, steam room and more.

ON BEAUTIFUL 
WELLINGTON STREET 

IN DOWNTOWN AURORA

              Med-Spa
OPENING 

MARCH 26, 2018

PHYSICIAN 
OWNED AND 
OPERATED 

 THE 
AREA’S 

#1 BOTOX 
CLINIC

NewNew



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 22, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 22, 2018Page  14             Page 15

PICK-UP

ONLY

SPECIAL

         

GRAND
OPENING

      ...to our 

AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE 14800 YONGE STREET
905-503-8-503

Large Pizza with FREE Toppings  

for $14.99 + Tax                  

Medium Pizza with one Topping 

for $5.99+Tax

Now looking for drivers, call or visit our location.

905.727.4258

Furnace 
Clean & Check!

off $10*

 *$10.00 taken off fi nal invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, Fireplace 
or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers cannot be combined. Oliver reserves the right to limit promo.

Call for complete details. Must be presented to technician at time of call 
Expires March 31, 2018 136 Wellington Street East, Aurora

www.tholiver.com

®

Caring for 
Our Community

newroads.ca
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Matthew Ferrari eyes down 
a Cobourg puck carrier in 
Aurora’s 4 – 3 win over the 
Cougars in game one of 
the Northeast Conference  
semifinals on Friday. 

Auroran photo  
by Jake Courtepatte

Tigers pushing for Northeast Conference final berth
By Jake Courtepatte

The Junior A Aurora Tigers are two wins away from 
their first conference final appearance since 2014.

A pair of  wins over the weekend against the Cobourg 
Cougars has the Tigers up two games to none in the 
OJHL’s Northeast Conference semifinal, besting the 
Cougars at the Aurora Community Centre on Friday 
before earning a road win on Sunday.

The fifth-seeded Cougars opened the scoring early 
at the ACC in front of  close to five-hundred Tiger fans, 
doubling their lead early in the second period.

The Tigers followed up with a scoring frenzy of  their own, 
potting four straight goals off  the sticks of  Zach Wilkie, Jake 
Bricknell, Christopher Giroday, and James Thomson before 
the second intermission to take a 4 – 2 lead.

Aurora goalie Bradley Van Schubert stopped eleven of  
the twelve Cobourg shots he faced in the third period, 
securing a 4 – 3 game one victory.

He returned between the pipes for game two on 
Sunday, where, once again, four straight Tiger goals 
was the key factor in a 5 – 2 win.

A goal apiece in the second period followed a 
scoreless first, before Thomson, Bricknell, Joseph 
Mizzi, and Evan Bidenti combined in the third to 
take a commanding lead.

After taking down the perennial powerhouse Trenton 
Golden Hawks in round one, the Tigers have gone deeper in the 
postseason than any season since 2013-14 when they lost the OJHL 
final to the Toronto Lakeshore Patriots.

A pair of  Tigers were honoured last week as well for helping the 
Tigers to their first regular season conference championship 

since the 2013-14 year, with forward captain Jake 
Bricknell and defenseman Christopher Giroday named 
to the OJHL’s first and second All-Star team respectively.

Bricknell was also recently named the KEWL Hockey 
OJHL Player of  the Month for February.

“This team has been on fire all year,” said OJHL analyst 
Alan Corkum. “The Tigers are showing that a rebuild can 
happen in an instant, going from one of  the worst records 
last season to a contender this season.”

Corkum said Aurora has been one of  the most 
“dominant” teams in this postseason, after taking down 
the reigning league finalist Trenton Golden Hawks in six 
games in the opening round.

Aurora also had Cobourg’s number in the regular 
season, earning the win in three of  their four matchups.

Game three returned to the ACC for a rare 
Tuesday home game following press time, while 

game four will return to Cobourg on Thursday 
night.

If  necessary, game five goes Friday 
night in Aurora for a puck drop of  

7:30 p.m., while game six would be 
played in Cobourg on Sunday.

If  the series goes the distance, 
Aurora would host game seven on 

Tuesday.

For stats, schedules, and more information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Aurora’s Galajda, Sikura 
named to Hobey Baker 
final list

By Jake Courtepatte

A pair of  Aurora natives may 
just be the top collegiate hockey 
players in North America.

Cornell goaltender Matthew 
Galajda, an ex-netminder with 
the St. Andrew’s College varsity 
squad, was a pleasant surprise 
for the Big Red this season in his 
freshman year.

Eyeing the NCAA’s top prize 
for the first time since NHLer 
Ryan Miller won the Hobey 
Baker Award in 2001, Galajda 
recorded the best save percentage 
in the NCAA in six seasons this 
year with a stellar .940.

“I did not know what to expect 
coming in but I would not have 
expected this,” said the 20-year 
old Galajda, who was passed over 
in his NHL draft year.

“I played with an edge, and a 
chip on my shoulder.”

Coming off  being named the 
ECAC Goaltender of  the Year 
just last week, Galajda led the 
Big Red to their first division 
title in 13 years, and a date with 
Princeton in Friday’s ECAC 

semifinal in New York.
The first freshman goaltender 

ever to be shortlisted for the 
Hobey Baker, Galajda’s nine 
shutouts led the league while 
posting consecutive shutouts 
three times.

An alumni of  two seasons with 
the St. Andrew’s Saints, the six-
foot goaltender also cut his teeth 
with the minor Aurora Tigers.

He won the CISAA 
championship with the Saints in 
both 2014 and 2015.

Galajda joins fellow Auroran, 
and recent Spengler Cup gold 
medalist, Dylan Sikura in the top 
ten.

An alumnus of  a three-year 
tenure with the junior A Tigers, 
the 22-year old centreman sits 
third in the nation in scoring as a 
senior at Northeastern University.

The Chicago Blackhawks 
prospect has put up 21 goals and 
32 assists in 34 games this season, 
helping the Division I school 
to the number-three seed in the 
NCAA’s Northeast region. 

This year’s Hobey Baker winner 
will be announced on April 6.
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••

at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 

Aurora Town Hall, or the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

WRISTBANDS
MUST BE PURCHASED

IN ADVANCE

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre • 90 John West Way

Activities include face painting,
a carrot toss, crafts and more!

Find an egg and redeem it for 
an Easter goodie bag

Pancake breakfast offered by the Optimist Club of Aurora
Nominal fees apply

Children 12 & under are welcome to participate
• Wristbands are $6 per child 
• Parents and guardians are free

In partnership with: Proudly sponsored by:

Please note, we reserve the right 
to cancel, amend or change activities.

 905-726-4762
aurora.ca/easteregghunt
#AuroraEggHunt

EASTER
EGG HUNT

AURORA’S

promote
your business
with custom 

printed products

The Bantam AA Tigers have advanced to the York-Simcoe championship after a 4 - 1 win over 
the Barrie Colts on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Tigers teams battling in York-Simcoe finals
By Jake Courtepatte

The rivalry between the Aurora 
Tigers and Newmarket Redmen lives 
on.

Of  the six Aurora teams competing 
in the York-Simcoe Hockey League 
final series, three are battling their 
Yonge Street rivals.

The Atom AAs took an early lead 
on the Redmen in their first-to-six-
points series on Monday, earning 
a 3 – 2 win in game one of  the 
championship.

The Atom AEs open their title 
campaign this week following six 
straight wins in the round robin.

The Bantam AA final also features 

the Tigers and Redmen, with Aurora 
advancing thanks to three straight 
convincing wins over the Barrie Colts 
in the semifinal.

The Markham Waxers are the team 
to beat for the Novice AA Tigers, 
who are riding a ten-game unbeaten 
streak into the championship, 
including a remarkable 16-goal effort 
in Monday’s semifinal against the 
Whitchurch-Stouffville Clippers.

The Bantam As took down the King 
Rebellion in the semifinal to face the 
Orillia Terriers in their respective 
championship, while the most senior 
remaining Aurora squad, the Minor 
Midget A Tigers, have an early lead 
over the Barrie Colts thanks to a 3 – 
0 shutout in game one.

Express bounced in OHL 
Cup semifinals

By Jake Courtepatte

A bid for a second OHL Cup title 
fell short for the York-Simcoe Express, 
bowing out to the Vaughan Kings in the 
tournament’s semifinals on Saturday.

The 2016 champs entered the 
competition among the favourites after 
winning the OMHA title in early March, 
earning a 4 – 1 win over the Mississauga 
Reps in their opening matchup despite 
goaltender Alex Imperio forced to 
contend with 45 shots.

They became the first team in the 
twenty-team tournament to reach 2 – 0 
with a 4 – 2 win over the Mississauga 
Rebels on Wednesday at Toronto’s 
Scotiabank Pond, thanks to a three-
goal output in the second period from 
Cameron Butler, Ty Collins, and Jack Bar.

“We’re playing with a lot of  speed,” said 

Express blueliner Bar who had a goal and 
an assist. “The ice here is really good and 
I think we’ve had pretty complete team 
efforts last night and here this morning.”

The Express stayed perfect in game 
three thanks to a pair of  late goals against 
TPH Hockey of  London, with Butler 
tying it at three with just over two minutes 
remaining, before Evan Vierling put away 
the game winning goal less than a minute 
later.

“I knew I needed to step up there,” said 
Vierling, who earned MVP honours for 
the game. “It was a bit of  a funny game 
and they challenged us. We had some big 
saves from (Alexander) Imperio to keep us 
in it until we got things together.”

After a 6 – 2 win over the Mississauga 
Senators capped a perfect round robin for 
the Express, it was Vierling who once 
again provided the winner in Saturday 
morning’s quarterfinal, sending the 
Express into the final four with a 2 – 1 
overtime goal.

With just under two mintues 
remaining in the overtime period, 
Vierling capitalized on a clear path 
to the net from just over the Oakville 
Ranger blue line.

“It’s exhilarating, that’s all I can 
really say,” said Vierling after being 
mobbed by teammates. “Everything 
is so tight in that situation and I just 
wanted to get the puck to the net. 
Fortunately it found a way in.”

York-Simcoe’s perfect record was 
snapped, however, in a 3 – 1 loss to 
the Kings in the afternoon’s semifinal.

Imperio made 26 stops, while Butler 
provided the lone York-Simcoe goal.

Aurora native Vierling finished 
second in tournament scoring with 
ten points over six games, and was 
named one of  the three forwards on 
the tournament’s All-Star team.

Vaughan earned the silver 
after falling 5 – 1 to the Toronto 
Jr. Canadiens in Monday’s final, 
broadcast nationally on Sportsnet.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150 
iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
iPhone 8 Plus Screen/LCD $ 180
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH!® pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH!® screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

perennially thorny issue of  how to get the 
body back after baby.

Lianos-Carbone tackles these issues 
head-on – and with humour – in her new 
book OH BABY! A Mom’s Self-Care 
Survival Guide for the First Year.

Published by Raincoast Books, the 
book officially launches this Saturday at 
Chapters Newmarket.

“A lot of  books out there are geared 
more towards taking care of  baby, the 
week by week in baby’s development, 
how much baby should be eating, how 
many wet diapers a baby should have, 

From page 1 and all those important things,” she says. 
“I also found there are lots of  humour-
based books on motherhood, a lot of  
great, funny authors out there who share 
their personal stories, but I really wanted 
to get into the more serious topics that 
aren’t really covered.”

Among those more serious topics 
is post-partum depression. While she 
concedes there are books out there that 
tackle that topic, there is also “mom 
guilt,” the how your relationship with 
your partner changes when you become 
a mom, the different roles, how to work 
together, waves of  emotion, and finding 
one’s self  again – what she describes as 
“Depleted Mom Syndrome.”

“I was feeling exhausted, rundown, not 
caring for myself  at all, not being able to 
lose any of  the baby weight, eating poorly, 
lack of  sleep and all of  those things you 
hear about,” she recalls. “I had just had 
enough and reached a breaking point 
where I said, ‘I’ve got to make some 
changes.’ That meant either asking for 
help, joining a gym, or doing something 
that would give me a little bit more time 
and peace to focus on what I need because 
I gave so much to my kids.”

Writing was, in many ways, the perfect 
outlet.

Lianos-Carbone comes from a 
broadcast journalism background and 
once her sons were born she says she 
knew she wanted to get back in the game. 
Yet, at the same time, she did not want to 
commute. Looking for something to do at 
home, she joined the blogosphere with an 
eye of  self-publishing.

In the beginning, her blog was 
geared primarily towards parenting and 
motherhood, gradually morphing into 

more of  a lifestyle outlet. 
“The personal stories of  struggles,” says 

Lianos-Carbone of  what immediately 
resonated with her online audience. “That 
became the driving force of  the book as 
well: how a woman’s life changes so much 
after having kids, finding the time to put 
herself  first at times, the importance of  
self-care, and getting back to who she was 
before having kids. A lot of  women lose a 
piece of  themselves when they have kids 
because they are so focused on raising a 
great human being that all their focus and 
energy goes to their kids. This is about 
trying to find it and get that back.

“[During the writing process] I 
received quotes from other local moms. 
At the end of  some of  the chapters there 
are some quotes where they offer advice, 
tips, or their own story about some of  
these various topics. They were so willing 
to offer their own stories and share their 
advice. I was keeping things hush-hush, 
so when I did tell my readers the book 
was coming out, there was the sense of  
‘I wish I had that when I first had my 
baby because I knew everything about 
the baby but I didn’t realise how much 
change I would go through as a woman, 
as a mother. It would have helped to 
have been a little more prepared for all 
the emotional or mental changes that we 
go through.’”

Lianos-Carbone brings to the 
marketplace a book strengthened by 
personal and shared experiences, but 
when asked what piece of  advice she 

would go back and give herself  with 
the benefit of  hindsight, her answer is 
simple: “Don’t be afraid to ask for help.”

“I think moms put so much pressure 
on themselves to show the world they can 
manage on their own, that we naturally 
become mothers, which we don’t all 
necessarily become,” she says. “To be 
a little bit gentler on ourselves and not 
put that much pressure on ourselves to fit 
that perception of  what a mother should 
be. Coming from a Greek background, 
and my husband is Italian, mothers are 
put up on a pedestal  where they can take 
care of  a household, take care of  a baby, 
have perfect kids, and there is pressure. 
You see celebrities that are having babies 
and getting that perfect post-partum 
body back after six weeks. That’s not 
the norm. We have this high standard to 
look up to and, for the normal person, it 
is just not attainable.

“If  I can help prepare another 
mother to feel more empowered, maybe 
just feel like she has a better handle on 
motherhood before baby arrives, then I 
will be thrilled. I think there are pretty 
good solutions and tips that can help 
certain issues that do arise, that we don’t 
necessarily think about before having a 
kid.”

OH BABY! is published by 
Raincoast books and will be launched at 
Newmarket’s Chapters location (17440 
Yonge Street) this Saturday, March 24 at 
11 p.m. Maria’s blog, is amotherworld.
com.

Aurora author Maria Lianos-Carbone launches her new book, “OH BABY!” at Chapters  
Newmarket this Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“A lot of women lose a piece of themselves” trying 
to find balance: author
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CROSSWORD

(519) 941-4501 | @teenranchcanada | www.teenranch.com

SINCE 1967

EASTER ROUND UP
SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 2018 • 1:00-5:00PM

Giant Easter Egg Hunts!
1:15 • 2:00 • 3:00 • 4:00

A FUN FILLED DAY WITH THE KIDS! 
For only $20/vehicle, enjoy Giant Easter Egg Hunts 
every hour. Free Activities include egg hunts, crafts, 

rock climbing wall, Hay Ride Tours, Petting Farm, 
Trampolines, Boating, Games, Tomb Bread Treats. 

Giant Swing/Trail Rides ($10) & Pony Rides ($2)

From page 6
Canada and the leadership recognition 
by Toronto police. Toyin has dedicated 
herself  to serving others and helps to 
ensure that the next generation of  young 
girls, women and youths are equipped 
to be the leaders of  tomorrow.

ARIANNA SKOLOUDIK
Arianna is a young ambitious girl, 

who is discreetly involved within her 
school community. She volunteers 
frequently within her local community 
and last summer spent 200+ hours 
with Sunrise Senior Living in Aurora. 
She also commits much of  her time 
to helping the youth of  the YMCA in 
Newmarket. She is also a member of  
the francophone community in Aurora/
Newmarket. Arianna demonstrates 
her leadership abilities and shows that 
when ideas come to life, dreams can 
come true.

TRACEE CHAMBERS
Tracee is an outstanding person with 

a huge heart. Her support of  many 
different organizations, including Inn 
From the Cold and Dragonfly Wellness 
has made an enormous difference to 
those in need. Tracee is a recipient of  the 
Canada 150 Volunteer Award for her 
amazing contributions to helping those 
in need. She is on the board of  Coldest 
Night of  the Year. Tracee devotes her 

time to helping the community in any 
way she can.

MAYA BISHOP
Maya is an outstanding student and 

leader within her school and local 
community. She has been involved 
with school clubs, such as Equity 
Club, Peer Mentors, Empowering 
Students Partnership (ESP), and several 
more. Maya was part of  the creation 
and coordination of  the Why Code 
Aurora event, which encourages girls 
to consider careers in STEM. She is 
currently president of  the ESP and an 
executive of  the Music Council. Maya 
was just accepted to the University of  
Waterloo.

AMANDA BISHOP
Amanda is very passionate about 

the computer sciences sector and has 
organized multiple events in her school 
and around the community to help 
educate and engage girls in computing 
careers. Amanda became involved in 
Why Code Aurora after she realized 
that there are issues of  gender disparity 
that young women were not aware of  
careers that are available in STEM 
fields. She has helped promote the male 
–dominated area to her female peers. 
She has shown exceptional leadership 
and initiative in putting these events 
together.

ELISABETH HEMPEN
Elisabeth is a role model and mentor 

for many women and girls around 
Newmarket. She has done amazing 
work with the Bereaved Families of  
York Region organization and devotes 

her time each year to their candlelight 
vigil. Elisabeth has also worked with 
the Newmarket Business Improvement 
Area. Elisabeth is constantly praised 
by her peers for her selfless giving and 
care for others.

Leading Women awards salute inroads into science 
and technology
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

ELECTRICAL 

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

MORTGAGE

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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BANK SAYS
...WE SAY

•MORTGAGE ARREARS  •TAX ARREARS 
•CONSOLIDATE DEBT

Mortgage Specialist: Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
Email: Nella.Centum@gmail.com    Call or Text: 416-992-5104

Centum Mortgage Brokerage License: 10266

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 
& SECURED PRIVATE LOANS
1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 

BANK SAYS
...WE SAY

•MORTGAGE ARREARS  •TAX ARREARS 
•CONSOLIDATE DEBT

Mortgage Specialist: Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
Email: Nella.Centum@gmail.com    Call or Text: 416-992-5104

Centum Mortgage Brokerage License: 10266

YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

DEATH NOTICE

CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY LOOKING for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-site supervisor 
for the York Region area. Please 
email resume to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT PROCESSING 
facility from Arthur immediately requires 16 Wholesale 
and Retail Butchers with a minimum of 2 to 3 years of di-
rect hands on experience in meat cutting and processing. 
Duties include cutting and sectioning of meat, skinning 
and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and preparing 
for wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equivalent 
required. Positions offered are permanent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs 
a week. Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in 
Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca 
905-727-8861

Must have good communication skills and fl exible time

RETIRED? BORED? 
LOVE TO DRIVE?
WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR YOU! 

YORK REGION’S ONLY 
GOVERNMENT 
LICENCED AIRPORT 
TRANSPORTER

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  

CARRIERS NEEDED
 to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

Earn money while getting exercise. 

 Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

DO YOU 
NEED 

A 
CLEANING 

LADY? 

Call Judith 

905-713-2727

Honest, 
hardworking,

enjoys  
cleaning, and 

has been 
cleaning for 

over 25 years 

Suddenly in his 89th year surrounded by his 
cherished family loving husband of Dorothy 
Wardle married 66 years passed peacefully. 
The most kind, loving father to Marlene 
Beaman-McQuay (Bob) and Janet Crawford 
(John). 

Youngest child of British Immigrants 
the late Eleanor Wardle and Archer Wardle. 
Survived by his brother Doug Wardle and 
sister Jean Bradley. Predeceased by sister's  
Ruth Wardle, Doris Boyd, and Alma Robson.

Loving and proud grandfather to Mike, Lee, 
Keith and Melanie and Great Grandchildren 
Jade, Cole, Sean, Hannah, Emma, Laura, 
Jillian, Ben, Braelyn, Sam and Dalton.

We want to thank the Emergency Dept at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre for helping 
us through our time of need, keeping him 
comfortable and your heartfelt compassion.

In honouring our loved one's fi nal wishes 
there will be no funeral service.

For all that knew Keith Wardle please raise 
a glass and toast him with a Coors Light.

KEITH JAMES WARDLE
Dec 11 1929 - March 9 2018

Please contact Gary Loader 
@ 416-684-9132

or email: gary.loader@gmail.com

DECK COMPANY
Looking for experienced Carpenters or Wood workers with 
drivers licence, motivated, to assist in the construction of 

high quality projects. Salary depends on experience. 
Full time job.

Please contact Gary Loader 
@ 416-684-9132

or email: gary.loader@gmail.com

DECK COMPANY
Looking for experienced Deck Builders with drivers licence, 

motivated, to assist in the construction of 
high quality projects. Salary depends on experience. 

Full time job.

Full Time Jobs in Bolton, 
$18 to $30/ hr.

• Construction Yard Supervisor… 
$32/hr.

• Sign Installers $20-25.00 / hr
• Recreational Equipment Installer 
$22.00 + / hr

• CNC Lathe Set up and Operator 
$26.00 / hr

• General Labour (Heavy) up to 
$18.00 / hr.

• DZ Drivers, Vac Trucks
• Certified Forklift Drivers
• Mechanical Assemblers, Day & 
Afternoon $17.00 / hr.

• Spray Booth Operator $20/ hr
• Fleet / Inventory Analyst  
$22.00 / hr

• Costing / Admin/ Accounting 
Clerk $17.00 /hr.

• Sr. Structural Designer, AutoCAD, 
SolidWorks, 10 years Exp. 

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

DELIVERY DRIVERS WANTED 
Free Topping Pizza is now looking to hire  
Delivery Drivers Please call 905-503-8503 or 
come to our location in the Aurora Shopping  
Centre

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

MARCH 10 – APRIL 28
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Hooked on 

Tradition, an exhibition featuring the work of  the Newmarket 
Rug Hooking Guild. Hooked rugs tell stories about events, 
people and communities. Besides their historical interest, they 
are visually compelling to audiences of  all ages. They range 
from functional to decorative in use, and from primitive to 
modern in style. The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to 
present an exhibition of  over 100 traditional hooked rugs 
created by members of  the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild.

THURSDAY, MARCH 22
The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band invites 

you for two evenings of  fun, food, and fundraising at Boston 
Pizza Aurora on Thursday, March 1 and Thursday, March 
22 between 5.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. Come out and support 
the Band in their quest to attend the 2018 MusicFest Canada 
Nationals in Toronto this May! “Last year, our band achieved 
Gold Plus status at the York Region Music Alive Festival which 
also earned us an official invitation to perform at the 46th 
annual MusicFest Canada festival. This national competition 
takes place at the University of  Toronto in May, and it features 
bands from all over the country.”

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
John Sheard presents Wendell Ferguson tonight at the 

Aurora Cultural Centre from 8 – 10.15 p.m. Guitar magician 
Wendell and piano maestro John push the boundaries of  great 
music and good taste. Their special guest vocalist Terra Hazelton 
will keep it all respectable. For ticket information, visit www.

auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

TUESDAY, MARCH 27
The Town will host the first of  two Youth Friendly 

Community Recognition Program information session this 
afternoon at 1 p.m. on how organizations and groups can get 
involved with the Town’s re-application to be a “Youth Friendly 
Community.” All organizations that provide funding or services 
for youth between the ages of  13 and 19 are invited to come 
out to discuss the designation program and how they can get 
involved. Light refreshments will be served. The meeting will 
take place at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
The Aurora Community Café is open today – and 

each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, located at the corner of  Victoria and 
Mosley (Entrance off  Victoria). Now serving lunch, along with 
fresh baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and live music.

* * * * 
The Town will host the second of  two Youth Friendly 

Community Recognition Program information sessions this 
evening at 6 p.m. on how organizations and groups can get 

involved with the Town’s re-application to be a “Youth Friendly 
Community.” All organizations that provide funding or services 
for youth between the ages of  13 and 19 are invited to come 
out to discuss the designation program and how they can get 
involved. Light refreshments will be served. The meeting will 
take place at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

* * * *
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 

continues tonight with Jeremy Hood on Norman Knights 
in Sicily: Crusade or Conquest? 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary 
House. In the years preceding the first crusade, called 
by Pope Urban II in 1095, Norman nobles and knights 
conquered the Muslim-ruled island of  Sicily. In what ways 
did this lesser-known 11th century conquest inform the 
development of  crusading ideals? Tickets are $7 ($5 for 
Society members). For more information or to reserve a 
seat, call 905-727-8991.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
Aurora United Church Women are holding a Spring 

Book Sale today from 14 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street. Donations 

of  children’s books and paperbacks ONLY can be dropped 
off  at the church on Friday, April 13 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. and Saturday, April 14 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. For 
further information call 905-

830-9564.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 

continues tonight with Arlene Chan on The Chinese in 
Canada. This presentation examines the stories of  the 
Chinese in Canada, dating back to the early years of  
the Gold Rush and the construction of  the CPR railway, 
highlighted with archival photographs. 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary 
House. Tickets are $7 ($5 for Society members). For more 
information or to reserve a seat, call 905-727-8991.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28
Looking for volunteer hours? Hillary House will host 

its annual spring cleanup today from 1 – 4 p.m. Tasks will 
include cleaning up debris and working with the Aurora 
Historical Society’s landscape committee. Bring a rake, 
gloves and a water bottle. Call 905-727-8991 or email 
leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com to register.

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Giant Indoor Garage sale at the Aurora Seniors’ 

Centre from 8.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. (90 John West Way). White 
Elephant and Diamond Elephant treasures, huge book 
sale, famous jewellery table, Aurora Seniors Association 
crafters, Sew Much Fun, Knotty Knitters, Woodshop, 
coffee shop and more. 
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	 For	 long-time	 co-captains	 of	 the	 “Spring	 Hill	
Spring	 Chicks	 and	 Jocks”	 team,	 Geri	 Stricker	 and	
Sharon	Petersil,	the	2017	Run or Walk for Southlake,	
presented	 by	 Nature’s	 Emporium,	 was	 especially	
exciting.	 	Not	 just	because	of	 the	15th	anniversary	
of	the	event,	but	because	they	walked	away	with	a	
trophy	for	an	exciting	milestone	of	their	own.
	 The	 team	was	 awarded	 as	 the	 top	 fundraisers	
in	 their	 “Team	 Challenge”	 category,	 raising	 more	
than	$7,000	in	support	of	Southlake	Regional	Health	
Centre	–	 their	highest	 fundraising	yet!	For	a	group	
that	began	with	only	six	participants	and	has	since	
more	 than	 tripled	 in	 size,	 raising	 such	a	 significant	
amount	and	then	winning	this	award	was	something	
of	a	crown	jewel.	
	 “We	were	 really	 excited,”	 said	 Stricker,	 one	 of	
the	 team’s	 co-captains.	 “Everybody	was	 absolutely	
thrilled!”
	 They’ve	got	 their	eyes	on	the	prize	once	again	
this	 year,	 and	 they’re	 getting	 even	 more	 creative	
than	 ever	 to	 exceed	 their	 2017	 fundraising	 results	
and	make	that	goal	a	reality.
	 Possibly	what	makes	this	 team	so	successful	 is	
the	way	 they	 fundraise	 –	mostly	 through	 different	
activities	 and	 ticketed	 events.	 From	 February	
through	April,	they’ll	be	hosting	a	variety	of	events	
including	their	50/50	draw	and	annual	silent	auction	
for	 residents	 of	 their	 condominium	 complex.	 New	
this	year,	they’re	also	trying	their	hand	at	a	Breakfast	
at	Tiffany’s	themed	event,	complete	with	a	screening	
of	the	classic	film	and	a	dress	code	of	period	clothing.
	 “We	like	to	turn	this	into	something	bigger	than	
a	one-time	thing,”	said	Petersil,	the	other	co-captain	
of	 the	 “Spring	 Hill	 Spring	 Chicks	 and	 Jocks”	 team.	
“It’s	 something	 that	 really	 brings	 the	 residents	 of	
Spring	Hill	together.”	
	 The	 team	 continues	 to	 grow,	 and	 support	
among	 the	 other	 residents	 is	 widespread.	 Their	
“Top	Fundraiser”	plaque	is	proudly	displayed	in	the	
complex	 café,	 something	 the	 team’s	 co-captains	

agree	inspires	them	often.	But	the	prestige	isn’t	the	
only	reason	they	are	aiming	high.
	 “Southlake	 is	 so	 important,”	 said	 Petersil.	 “It’s	
our	 local	 hospital,	 and	 it	 has	 helped	 us	 all	 out	 at	
some	point.	This	is	just	our	way	of	giving	back.”
	 “It’s	great	to	see	the	 level	of	commitment	this	
team	 brings	 to	 their	 participation	 in	 the	 event,”	
said	Erin	Rogers,	Special	Events	Officer	at	Southlake	
Foundation	 and	 organizer	 of	 the	 Run or Walk for 
Southlake.	“Roughly	80	per	cent	of	participants	are	
associated	 with	 teams,	 and	 we	 know	 that	 having	
passionate	 and	 enthusiastic	 captains	 like	 Geri	 and	
Sharon	is	so	important	to	the	overall	success.”	
	 As	Southlake’s	largest	annual	fundraiser,	pledges	
raised	 through	 the	 Run or Walk for Southlake	 are	

used	 to	 fund	 the	 highest-priority	 needs	 at	 the	
hospital	 –	 things	 like	 new	 and	 replacement	 tools	
and	 equipment	 that	 are	 one	 hundred	 percent	
funded	 through	 community	 support.	 Already	 this	
year,	 participants	 have	 raised	 more	 than	 $25,000,	
and	organizers	are	hoping	for	the	first-ever	sold	out	
event.
	 The	Run or Walk for Southlake	 takes	 place	 on	
Sunday,	April	29th.	Registration	is	$50	for	adults	and	
$20	for	kids	under	18.	Any	participants	who	choose	
to	fundraise	in	addition	to	that	could	be	eligible	for	
pledging	 incentives	 and	 prizes	 –	 like	 the	 one	 the	
“Spring	 Hill	 Spring	 Chicks	 and	 Jocks”	 received	 last	
year	–	that	will	be	awarded	at	the	event	in	front	of	
more	than	a	thousand	participants	and	spectators.

Reigning fundraising champs continue 
to think outside the box

REGISTER TODAY | runforsouthlake.ca

For	more	information	about	the	Team	Challenge	or	fundraising	incentives	available,	
or	to	sign	up	for	the	event,	visit	runforsouthlake.ca.	

Spring Hill Spring Chicks and Jocks Team celebrating their win at the Run or Walk for Southlake in 2017.


