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www.DougandAngela.ca

Choosing the Right Realtor Does Make a Difference

DOUG SABISTON 
Sales Representative 
416.899.1083
doug@sabiston.ca

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative 
905.717.6027
ajones@trebnet.com

Call us today!

LEADING WOMEN – International Women’s Day was marked Thursday by MPP Chris Ballard with the fourth annual Leading Women/Leading Girls 
awards, which honours those who are making a real difference in the community. The honourees were Arianna Skoloudik, Bessie Schinas-Vlasis, Car-
ol Rose-Kudelka, Catherine Callaghan, Gwyneth Anderson, Janis Bell, Karen Richards, Lynn Bird, Melissa Shafa, Sarid Layton, Lily Edmunds, Casandra  
Diamond, Deborah Gladding, Ashley Szakal, Elisabeth Hempen, Heather Bull-Senay, Judy Brunton, Martha Berry, Maya Bishop, Tahirih Naylor-Thimm, 
Toyin Adekusibe, Tracee Chambers and Amanda Bishop. For more, see Pages 14 and 15.                                          Photo by Greg King

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora
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Prime Minister wows SARC crowds 
at funding announcement

By Brock Weir

New skates, a few weeks at hockey 
camp, nine out of  10 parents now 
have more money in their pockets 
at the end of  each month to go the 
extra mile for their kids with the 
Canada Child Benefit, according 
to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 
The Prime Minister dropped into the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
(SARC) on Thursday afternoon to help 
local kids lace up and hit the ice ahead 
of  a funding announcement stemming 

from this month’s Federal Budget.
Before and after the announcement, 

he was greeted by a rapturous reception 
from kids, parents, and curious 
bystanders, all eager to shake his hand 
and take a picture.

But in between the selfies – and there 
were too many to count – there was 
business to attend to.

Joined by local parents in the SARC’s 
daycare space, Mr. Trudeau announced 
that, effective this July, two years 
earlier than previously estimated, the 
Canada Child Benefit will be indexed 
to inflation.

“Some of  you will remember [the 
Canada Child Benefit, CCB] was a 
central feature of  electoral platform,” 
said Mr. Trudeau. “It was also one 
of  the very first things we did as a 
government. The reason for that is very 
simple: it is the kind of  real change that 
Canadians overwhelmingly voted for. 
We heard from parents who told us 
that despite working harder than ever 
before, they were struggling to make 
ends meet. They were spending more 
time at work and less time at home with 
their families because the cost of  living 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stops to take a photo with a young 
fan at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex on Thursday  
afternoon. The Prime Minister was in Aurora to make an  
announcement on Budget 2018, which will see the Canada Child 
Benefit indexed to inflation. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

aurora’s top 
sales producer*

lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000
lenard lind, broker of record

15105 Yonge Street 
suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3
(2 Blocks south of Wellington 
on the East Side)

Service with Professionalism

Open house Saturday 2-4pm, 46 Lewis Dr., Yonge 
to Gladman to signs!  Open concept plan!  Updated 
engineered floors!  Updated eat-in kitchen! 3+1 ample-
sized bedrooms!  Updated 4pc and 2pc baths!  Spacious 
family room w/pot lights & woodstove!  Garage access 
to lower level too!  200 amp service!  Oversized deck 
and fully fenced! 

$724,888

NEWMARKET VALUE!  UPDATED 
& UPGRADED! 60’ X 125’ LOT!

Open House Sun 2-4pm, 46 Aurora Heights Dr., Yonge 
north of Wellington to signs!  Solid brick bungalow 
w/sep. side entrance to lower level with great “inlaw” 
potential!  Upstairs big eat-in kit!  Spacious LR-DR 
combo! 3 ample-sized bdrms!  Updated roof shingles – 
furnace – windows!  Fresh neutral décor!  3 car parking, 
one in carport!  Steps to Yonge, 
schools and park!  $759,888

AURORA RAISED BUNGALOW!  
50’ X 121’ LOT!

hallmarklindrealty.com
*Based on 
IMS Statistics, 
Aurora Offices

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

905.726.4349
   

Lifestyle Oasis
WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Window Rebates 
$5,000UP TO

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 259

 INQUIRE NOW
for Grade 6 & Grade 9

entry years

John Abel 
Councillor / Deputy Mayor

Town of Aurora 
905-727-3123x4267  ⎜ jabel@aurora.ca

Canada Child Benefit to be indexed to inflation

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, March 20 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, March 20 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee 
Wednesday, March 21 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board
Tuesday, March 27 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, March 27 6:15 p.m.  Council Chambers  Audit Committee
Tuesday, March 27 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council
Wednesday, March 28 5:30 p.m. Holland Room  Finance Advisory Committee
Wednesday, March 28 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Public Planning
Tuesday, April 3 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit aurora.ca.

Public Notices What’s Happening

Notice of service disruptions
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the  Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex (AFLC):

• The AFLC pool will be closed from March 10 to 23 for annual 
maintenance. The AFLC pool will re-open on March 24 for 
regularily scheduled programs. 

• The SARC Pool March Break holiday schedule will be in effect 
from March 12 to 16, 2018. To view schedules, visit  
aurora.ca/marchbreak.

We apologize for any inconvenience. For more information, visit 
aurora.ca/news.

Register now for spring & summer 
programs
 
Registrations are now open for Town spring & summer 
programs including aquatics. There are many programs and 
activities for the whole family to enjoy. To view the recreation 
guide, please visit aurora.ca/recguide.

Apply for the John West Memorial  
Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship Award 

The Town of Aurora is currently looking for youth candidates 
entering post-secondary school who have made a positive 
impact on the community.  
 
The scholarship is valued at $1,000. The application 
deadline is Tuesday, May 1.  
 
Club Aurora wellness seminar –  
women’s health 

Register today for Club Aurora’s women’s health seminar on 
Saturday, March 24 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. at the AFLC.  
This seminar is free for Club Aurora members. For more 
information, visit aurora.ca/fitness.

What’s Happening

Register now for 2018 summer camps 
 
Register now for one of our exciting summer camps at the 
Town. Camps include sports, swimming, technology, cooking, 
science, arts and crafts. View the program guide and summer 
camps brochure online. For more information visit  
aurora.ca/summercamps.

••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••

at the
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 

Aurora Town Hall, or the
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

WRISTBANDS
MUST BE PURCHASED

IN ADVANCE

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre • 90 John West Way

Activities include face painting,
a carrot toss, crafts and more!

Find an egg and redeem it for 
an Easter goodie bag

Pancake breakfast offered by 
the Optimist Club of Aurora 
Nominal fees apply
Children 12 & under are 
welcome to participate
• Wristbands are $6 per child 
• Parents and guardians are free

In partnership with: Proudly sponsored by:

Please note, we reserve the right 
to cancel, amend or change activities.

 905-726-4762
aurora.ca/easteregghunt
#AuroraEggHunt

EASTER
EGG HUNT

AURORA’S

What’s Happening

New resident information sessions  
 
Have you recently moved to Aurora? Find out more about 
living in Aurora by joining us for a new resident information 
session. Learn how to sign up for automatic billing for your 
tax and water bills, find out about your responsibilities as a 
homeowner and what general bylaws apply to residents, get 
garbage and recycling tips and hear more about the exciting 
parks and recreation programs in Aurora.  
 
Sessions will be held in Council Chambers at Aurora Town 
Hall, 100 John West Way on April 19, June 20 and  
September 20 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Register for one 
of these sessions in-person at Access Aurora or via email at  
info@aurora.ca.

2 a.m. to 6 a.m. overnight parking 
restrictions 
Our bylaw states that cars must be off the road between  
2 a.m. and 6 a.m. between November 15 and April 15.  
Winter road maintenance may take place several days before 
and after a weather event.  
 
The Town of Aurora is committed to ensuring safe travel on 
our roadways. Thank you for your cooperation.  

RECOGNITION
COMMUNITY

AWARDS

2018

Town of Aurora • 100 John West Way
P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

AURORA’S

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/cra • #AuroraCRA
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Nominations will be accepted until 
Friday, April 6, 2018

The Town of Aurora believes in inspiring volunteerism and 
recognizing citizens who have made a positive impact in 

our community.

Do you know an individual, corporation 
or business who has...

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

given their own time for the benefit of others?
gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
made Aurora a better place to live?

Download a nomination form at aurora.ca/cra
or pick up a copy at any Town facility reception desk.

March Break 2018
Stay busy during this March Break on Friday, March 16 
and Saturday, March 17! 
 
Check out the March Break recreation schedules at  
aurora.ca/marchbreak for skating, swimming,  
gymnasium drop-in programs and more.  

CLUTTER
COLLECTION
MONDAY, APRIL 9

MARK IT WITH A “T”
Place all unwanted clothing and other textiles in 

a clear or blue plastic bag marked with the letter “T” 
and leave at the curb by 8 a.m.

We accept all items that are clean, dry and odourless.
• Used clothing • Linen • Soft drapery • Shoes/Boots • Purses 
• Belts • Jackets/Coats • Soft Toys • Eyeglasses • Sports balls

Easter Holiday Service Schedule
aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Friday, March 30, Sunday, April 1 
and Monday, April 2. For more information, please visit aurorapl.ca or call  
905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding,  
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres, including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, will be operating with modified 
hours.  

For a full list of hours of operation and program opportunities including 
fitness classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit              
aurora.ca/easterweekend.  
Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED from Friday,  
March 30 to Sunday, April 1.

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Friday, March 30  
for Easter. Regular business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. will resume on  
Monday, April 2. Access Aurora is open until 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at paytickets.ca

Waste collection on Friday, March 30 (Good Friday) will be shifted to Saturday, 
March 31. No other collection dates are affected. Please consult your 2018 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar for more information.

Notice Board
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION

The Town of Aurora has received the following Application under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment Application to allow 64 stacked   
  rental townhouse units in 3 separate 3 storey buildings. The existing two apartment buildings  
  will remain on the subject lands.  

PROPERTY:  145 and 147 Wellington Street West    

  

 

LEGAL DESC.: Part Lot 28, Plan 246

APPLICANT: Starlight Investments 

FILE NUMBER: ZBA-2018-01

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Lawrence Kuk of the Planning and Development   
  Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4343, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am  
  and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services  
  department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca  
  prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/
or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant 
to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as 
amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may be 
disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 15th day of March, 2018.

Ford named PC leader after chaotic convention

Doug Ford enters the Progressive Conservative leadership convention in Markham on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

By Brock Weir

Former Toronto councillor Doug Ford 
was named leader of  the Progressive 
Conservative party Saturday after 
a chaotic leadership convention in 
Markham. 

Ford narrowly beat fellow frontrunner 
– and former PC MPP – Christine Elliot 
to the party’s top job by just 153 votes 
(6,202/6049), with leadership hopefuls 
Caroline Mulroney, PC candidate in York-
Simcoe, and activist Tanya Granic Allen, 
coming in third and fourth respectively. 

It was supposed to be a quick contest 
with the results of  the first, second and 
third ballots, if  needed, announced by 
3.30 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, but after 
discrepancies were claimed by candidates, 
the vote dragged out until late into the 
evening, and Ms. Elliott withholding her 
concession until the following day.

“Leadership races can be tough on 
political parties, and for the candidates 
that compete in them,” said Mr. Ford in a 
statement. “For me, there was no tougher 
part than running against Christine 
Elliott. I have been fortunate to call her my 
friend over the last two decades, and with 
good reason. There is no one I can think 
of  that represents exactly what we need in 
public service: she is a dedicated mother, 
intelligent leader and hard-working 
volunteer who has shown tremendous 
compassion through her work with the 
Abilities Centre. Lastly, her commitment 
to our Party is second to none.”

Both candidates spent part of  the last 
full week of  the truncated leadership 
campaign in Aurora’s two ridings, sharing 
their respective visions for Ontario ahead 
of  the June 7 Provincial Election.

This will be the first year Aurora’s 
Provincial riding boundaries will 
correspond with the re-drawn Federal 
boundaries introduced ahead of  the 2015 
Federal Election and, as such, Aurora will 
be divided at Wellington Street. Aurora 
north of  Wellington will still vote in the 
riding of  Newmarket-Aurora, while the 
south side will be part of  Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill. 

Charity McGrath, who endorsed Mr. 
Ford in the leadership race, will carry the 
PC banner in Newmarket-Aurora, while 
the Blues will be represented in the south 
riding by Michael Parsa, who endorsed 
Ms. Elliott. 

“It’s exciting times,” said Mr. Parsa, 
who was on the convention floor, noting 
the break in the results created “unease” 
among some of  the party members. “But, 
it was part of  the process. Once they 
announced [the results] everybody was 
happy, ready to move on, and it is exciting 
times now.”

Although, at press time, Mr. Parsa 
said he had yet to speak with the newly-
minted leader since the leadership vote 
was announced, he says he looks forward 
to interacting with him soon.

“Everything I’ve heard from everyone 
who knows him well has said he is a 
very inclusive guy, he likes to work 
with everybody and have the input of  
candidates,” said Mr. Parsa.

When asked why he endorsed Christine 
Elliott over the other candidates, Mr. 
Parsa said he has known her for a long 
time.

“There are certain things you look for, 
there’s loyalty to the people you know and 
trust, so that was my main focus,” he said. 
“I was happy every candidate had their 
strengths as well, and I personally knew 
Christine.”

In addition to the hitches that arose 
in electronic voting, there was electoral 
contention even before the voting closed 
with many Party members complaining 
they did not receive their personal PIN 
numbers in the mail allowing them to 
cast their vote in the leadership process 
as the clock ticked down to last Friday’s 
deadline.

This snafu led to a last-minute legal 
bid to extend the voting by a week, a bid 
ultimately rejected by the courts, which, 
in turn, ultimately led to frustration from 
members. 

Among the thousands of  potential 
voters unable to participate in the process 
was Aurora resident Greg Smith, who 
says he was looking forward to casting 

his vote for Mr. Ford. Mr. Ford, says Mr. 
Smith, is a “disrupter” and that is an 
important quality to bring about change 
at Queen’s Park. 

But, his vote was not to be.
“I thought it put out a very bad message 

of, well, if  you can’t get your house in 
order and look after your own affairs, it 
puts doubt in people’s minds whether 
you are going to be able to do that with 
the Province’s affairs,” says Mr. Smith. “I 
think they should have spent a little more 
time to get the system right before they 
went and put some firm deadlines on 
when the vote was, etc. 

“I sent an email to the party, I also 
engaged with some of  the candidates, with 
their teams, to see about helping out and, 
quite honestly, I did not hear anything 
back. I don’t think it is my responsibility 
to spend a lot of  time trying to track down 
the fact I haven’t received anything. I can 
say quite honestly when we had a little 
get-together on Friday night, of  the group 
sitting there, half  of  them did not have a 
verification letter.”

Nevertheless, Mr. Smith says this does 
not put a dent in his intention to cast a 
vote for the PC party in the spring, but 
there is a need to address “systemic 
problems” within the party. 

Ms. McGrath had not responded to 
The Auroran’s request for comment by 
press time. 
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Continued on page 13

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

“This is the 90s. Why does it look like 
1986?” asked Marshall, as they viewed 
an old music video of  a Canadian  
one-hit-wonder through the wonders of  
YouTube.

“The 80s didn’t come to Canada till, 
like, ’93,” replied Robin, the one-time 
teen sensation whose single, “Let’s Go 
To The Mall” apparently took Canada 
– or, at least, a few of  our country’s 
larger malls – by storm one crazy 
summer after Canada 125.

This scene from CBS’s comedy 
“How I Met Your Mother” originally 
aired in 2006, but it struck a definite 
chord with me on the first viewing for 
its sheer honesty.

Growing up in that time, it always 
seemed like we, as Canadians, were 
slightly behind the times when it came 
to our American cousins, whether it 
was adopting the latest fashion fads 
or finding our own home  grown pop 
culture equivalents to what was once 
the latest thing in the States.

This even extended into our 
corporate culture, where once-popular 
Canadian brands were seen as “less 
than” – and increasingly so – which 
each new innovation launched by their 
American counterparts. 

We have seen that so many times it is 
almost pointless to count, but let’s look 
at a few examples.

For those of  a certain age, perhaps 
the most relatable example is the Sears 
catalogue which always seemed to fall 
just a little bit short in terms of  sheer 
variety when compared with options 
south of  the border.

More recently, there was that 
collective national realisation that the 
offerings of  Tim Hortons, Country 
Style, and a host of  other outlets just 
weren’t cutting it when news started 
to rumble that the legendarily exotic 
Krispy Kreme was looking to make 
northern inroads.

Anticipation reached fever pitch 
when those inroads were finally borne 
to fruition. The opening of  each 
outlet was a media event, crowds were 
lined up around the block and those 
close enough to the window were 
having religious, and possibly erotic 
experiences watching that glaze drizzle 
onto each and every donut rolling off  
the assembly line.

And who can forget the palpitations 
Canadian consumers experienced as 

soon as the American discount chain 
Target announced it was hopping the 
border. As soon as they announced their 
intentions, a national outpouring of  
scorn towards our own brands became 
very fashionable, as were fictitious 
claims from Canadian consumers that 
Target was something for years – nay, 
decades – they had been clamouring. 

Again, the opening of  each Target 
location – including the one here in 
Aurora – was another media event 
(guilty) with photos and live videos of  
the opening day line-ups coming in the 
first half  of  that week’s newspaper or 
that night’s media broadcast. 

This sense that the grass was always 
greener once seemed to be confined to 
our shopping habits and pop culture 
tastes.

After all, we, as Canadians, almost 
collectively looked on at our American 
cousins with a smug sense of  both 
superiority and dismay as voters took 
a match to the dumpster that was their 
political landscape.

Admittedly, they faced a tough 
choice.

In the one corner was a highly 
qualified, experienced woman, who 
had dedicated her life to public service, 
prepared to carry on the legacy that 
had been created and developed by her 
predecessors. 

In the other corner was the scion of  
a family business empire whose political 
experience was largely confined to 
flirtations with politics, teasers on just 
what position and party he would 
ultimately grace with his golden touch.

Despite his obvious wealth, he 
somehow tapped into a sense of  anger, 
of  disenfranchisement, a frustration 
with the so-called elites he pledged 
to bring down, despite being an 
entrenched member of  the “elite” 
himself. 

As we know, it was a winning 
formula, with the latter eventually 
pipping the former to the post – well, 
technically speaking. She might have 
won the popular vote, but, in a complex, 

convoluted, and, to some, inexplicably 
complicated weighting system, he 
ultimately took home the grand prize.

It’s not that he represented what the 
American people stand for, or ultimately 
need. Rather, he positioned himself  as 
a saviour, one that would deliver them 
from whatever forces – real or fictional 
– that were allegedly keeping them 
down, apparently keeping them from, 
in Oprah parlance, realising their best 
life. Whether he has delivered – or 
ultimately will deliver – on those high 
expectations is immaterial.

It is, in this case, all about the 
personality, brand mottos, and the 
sure belief  that he will ultimately meet 
expectations – but, if  not, it is anyone 
else’s fault but his.

We looked on that situation as if  we 
were watching our own neighbours’ 
house burning down. Keeping a keen 
eye on the fire to make sure the flames 
didn’t spread to our own house and, at 
the same time, remaining thankful that 
it is not us, just hoping nobody gets hurt 
in the process. 

We couldn’t imagine a world 
where politics could be so dictated by 
personality, a world where votes would 
be too close to call, too convoluted to 
break down into an infographic, and 
spur discussions that would belie the 
tenets of  our Canadian identity. 

I wonder how many still feel that way. 
If  it once took 13 years for the 80s to 

fully take root in Canada, things may 
have accelerated in recent years. 

At this point, however, it is, for many, 
only a flirtation but it will be interesting 
(to pick the most benign adjective 
available) to see how things progress. 

As Kathleen Wynne said on Sunday, 
we have all seen this movie before. And, 
from the perspective of  many who 
watched what unfolded Saturday, we 
just might be joining the movie already 
in progress. 

We might not know how the movie 
will end in the United States, but do we 
really have all that far to look?

Sears is shuttered, Krispy Kreme 
outlets have been retrofitted into 
dollar stores and shawarma houses, 
and Target completely missed the 
bullseye – gone from Canada whence 
it came, many stores now filled with the 
resurgent Canadian Tire. 

Maybe it’s time to start the 
countdown. 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Ensure Council 
protects “last of their 
kind” neighbourhoods

Women still face 
traditional barriers 
in technology fields 

With all of  the discussions around 
stable neighbourhoods in Aurora, our 
community of  Regency Acres has a clear 
idea of  what constitutes conformity 
and what embracing the character of  
such a lovely older neighbourhood 
means in terms of  development. 
We moved into this neighbourhood 
two years ago and wanted to make 
upgrades to our lovely 1960’s home, 
but it was vital to us that we became 
part of  what made us love this peaceful, 
heavily treed neighbourhood, rather 
than try and change its character. 
The result of  which was a fully renovated 
and updated home that we know has 
been well received by our neighbours 
based on the numbers of  thank-
yous we have received by passersby. 
As such we wanted to share before 
and after photos to dismiss some of  
the erroneous comments that updating 
parameters on development to stable 
neighbourhoods would impede 
renovation and property values. 
Let’s all get behind ensuring council 
hears our voices and protects these “last 
of  their kind” neighbourhoods.

Greg K.
Regency Acres

Aurora
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Over the past few decades, women 
have made significant advances in 
university participation.  According to 
Statistics Canada, the proportion of  
women aged 25 to 64 with a university 
certificate or degree grew at a faster 
pace than that of  men, more than 
doubling from 15% in 1991 to 35% 
in 2015. In comparison, the proportion 
of  men with a university certificate or 
degree increased from 19% to 30% 
over the same period. 

Women’s educational participation 
rate also increased for program areas 
that had previously been more populated 
by men. One area, however, remains 
male-dominated is science, technology, 
engineering and mathematical (STEM) 
degrees. If  women choose to enter 
in STEM, most do so in biology or 
science programs, resulting in even 
fewer women in engineering, computer 
science and mathematics programs. 
These choices have consequences, as 
fields of  study such as engineering and 
computer science lead, on average, to 
better outcomes in the labour market in 
terms of  employment and income.

For some, aptitude for a particular 
subject is a factor in university program 
choice; but traditional barriers still exist 
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Last month, I attended the Public 
Open House at the Council Chambers 
in the Aurora Town Hall regarding the 
Existing Stable Neighbourhood Study.

It was a well-attended event; I esti-
mate over two hundred people partici-
pating.

The event was scheduled to run from 
7 pm to 9 pm. I stayed until about 8:30 
pm.

For those of you who may have 
missed the reason for the Open House, 
the study document states “The Town 
of Aurora initiated a stable neighbour-
hood study to examine whether the 
Town’s Zoning By-law is effective in 
maintaining the character of our exist-
ing residential neighbourhoods.”

It goes on; “The Town of Aurora in-
vites you to a Public Open House that 
will feature a presentation on the ex-
isting Official Plan policy and Zoning 
By-Law and we are seeking your input 
about how neighbourhood character 
can be regulated.

“This is a great opportunity for resi-
dents to express what improvements or 
changes they would like to see to the 
Town’s Zoning By-law in order to pro-
tect the character of our existing neigh-
bourhoods.”

The map on the back of the Open 
House document shows three main 
study areas. Living on Hill Drive, I am 
in the middle of the study area bound-
ed by Bathurst, Wellington West and 
Yonge Street. 

This has become an important topic 
in our community. I can’t recall a local 
issue in the last couple of years that has 
drawn so many letters to the editor.  

In addition to this study, the Town 

Council has instituted a one-year mor-
atorium on new residential builds that 
currently exceed development stan-
dards.

Back to the actual meeting.
Town staff first made a ten minute 

power point presentation to provide 
background and context for the discus-
sion to come.

The intention was then to split the 
room up into smaller groups so that 
everyone could provide feedback to a 
moderator/scribe, who then would re-
port back to the entire group.

However, one lady spoke up and said 
that she would like to hear what every-
one had to say and she suggested that 
the group remain in the Council Cham-
bers.

This was agreed to.
Anyone who wanted to say some-

thing or ask a question then was given 
the opportunity to do so.

A lot of people spoke up.
Some read from notes, others spoke 

very well extemporaneously while oth-
ers had questions.

What most people had in common 
was a frustration aimed at a particular 

monster home or major renovation in 
their respective neighbourhood.

Lots of valid points were raised re-
garding set-backs, heights of dwellings, 
privacy issues and the simple enjoy-
ment of one’s property. 

I submit that the vast majority of 
those in the room don’t believe the 
Town’s Zoning By-law is effective in 
maintaining the character of our exist-
ing residential neighbourhoods.

We need to respect the ambience 
and character of our existing neigh-
bourhoods. People who buy into these 
streets should be given some latitude 
if they are tearing down and building a 
new dwelling or enlarging an existing 
home, but not be given carte blanche to 
do what they like.

There needs to be some strict lim-
its on height and the size of dwelling. 
Also, some real protections need to be 
put in place to guarantee the rights of 
the existing homeowners to sunshine 
on their property and to the general en-
joyment of their own property, among 
others.

During the time that I was in atten-
dance, we only heard from one person 
who was doing a rebuild (although I 
was told that there were a few develop-
ers in the room), but the gentleman said 
that his new structure was in keeping 
within the existing development stan-
dards.

The session organizers were busy 
taking notes. I am quite interested to 
read the Town staff recommendations 
that come out of these discussions.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

I hope everyone is having a great 
March break with their families. I always 
appreciate any time I get to spend here 
locally with my family.

The past few weeks have also been 
exciting here in town. Aurora’s Arctic 
Adventure was a wonderful event for 
local families held on Family Day at the 
Town Park. Thank you to Town staff  and 
volunteers for putting on a great event for 
families to enjoy! Great job as always, no 
matter what the weather does! 

It was also great to see so many people 
at the Aurora Winter Blues Festival at 
St. Andrew’s College on February 23. 
It was a fun-filled evening of  excellent 
music, great performances by talented 
artists, and it was great to see so many 
people supporting our music scene here 
in Aurora.

Thank you to all the 
volunteers, organizers and performers 
for making this year’s festival a success. 
Congratulations! I am looking forward to 
next year’s event.

It was great to see that the Aurora 
Town Council and the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce bowling teams rocked the 
lanes at the Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
York Region Bowl for Kids’ Sake on 
Saturday March 3 at Stellar Lanes. All 
funds raised will support mentorship 
programs for youth. Thanks for your 
participation and support!

On February 27, Finance Minister 
Bill Morneau introduced Budget 2018, 
the next step in our government’s plan to 
strengthen the middle class and provide 
all Canadians with the opportunity for 
success. Making sure every Canadian has 
an equal and fair chance at success is not 

just the right thing to do, it’s the smart 
thing to do economically.

Budget 2018’s strong focus on growth, 
progress, reconciliation, advancement 
and equality ensures that we are taking 
the next steps towards building a more 
inclusive, competitive, sustainable and 
fair Canada. There are many new 
measures in the budget that will directly 
impact our community.

A new Canada Workers Benefit (CWB) 
will provide more support to low-income 
workers by increasing maximum benefit 
levels and ensuring those who qualify 
for the benefit will have it automatically 
applied.

We are introducing a new Employment 
Insurance Parental Sharing Benefit 
which will provide greater flexibility to 
parents by providing an additional five 
weeks of  parental benefits when both 
parents agree to share leave. This benefit 
will be available to all eligible two-parent 
families, including adoptive and same-
sex couples.

We are also starting an important 
dialogue on pharmacare through 
an Advisory Council on the 
Implementation of  National 
Pharmacare. This body will consult with 
Canadians, industry and stakeholders 

to start the conversation and provide 
options on how to move forwards to 
increase the affordability and accessibility 
of  prescription drugs.

We are further enhancing our support 
of  our veterans through a Pension for 
Life which will include three new benefits 
to provide recognition, income-support 
and stability to Canada’s veterans who 
experience a service-related injury or 
illness.

On March 8, MP Alleslev and I were 
honoured to welcome Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau to the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Centre  to announce the 
changes we are making to the CCB. 
After visiting with children and families 
skating on the ice at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, the Prime Minister 
shared with those in attendance just how 
important the CCB is to families in our 
community.

Through a more generous Canada 
Child Benefit, the average Canadian 
family will receive approximately $200 
more this year, and up to $500 more 
in 2019. In Newmarket-Aurora, the 
CCB has benefited 13,050 families with 
an average annual payout of  $5,490, 
tax-free. With our adjustments, more 
families will receive more support, tax-
free to more easily afford extracurricular 
activities and other costs for their kids.

As a reminder, you can reach out to 
my office and my staff  at any time. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us should you 
need any information or assistance with 
any Federal Matters. We are located 
at 16600 Bayview Avenue, Suite 202. You 
can reach us at Tel: 905-953-7515 or by 
email at Kyle.Peterson@parl.gc.ca.

Attendance at Aurora Public Open House - 
Existing Stable Neighbourhood Study

March Break Wrap-Up

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora

POLITICS
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Alison Collins-Mrakas
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a) More   b) Less   c) Unsure 

Previous poll results
Do you think the movement led by Florida students  
will lead to positive changes in American gun laws?

42%
YES NO

47% 11%
UNSURE

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Are you more or less likely
to vote progressive conservative 

this June with Doug Ford as leader?

Shambolic
Shambolic. That’s my new favourite 

word.  It is a lovely made up word that 
is exquisitely appropriate for describing 
situations that move from farce to 
shambles and back again. So, I will use 
this new term to describe what transpired 
at this past weekend’s PC leadership 
contest.

It was – in a word – shambolic.
Where to begin? The leadership race 

was an embarrassing mess from start to 
ignominious end. Its start should have 
been a clue about how it would end. 
The now former leader Patrick Brown’s 
unseemly departure, then re-entry, then 
departure was an embarrassing sideshow 
that hogged all the media oxygen for 
weeks.  The story was about him and not 
the “race”.  The other contenders had to 
duke it out on the margins to get some air-
time. Imagine that – the bombastic Ford, 
reduced to carping from the sidelines for 
literally weeks.

Then there was the fiasco with the 
actual voting process.  Online voting has 
been around for a decade now. It’s been 
used in a variety of  jurisdictions and 
contexts.  It is not complicated.  And yet…
This voting process was unnecessarily 
complicated. To start there was the fact 
that one needed a verification code to 
access step one of  the voting process.  Yet, 
thousands and thousands of  registered 
party members did not get this magical 
verification code in the mail.  And they 
needed it to vote.  (It was all a bit Willy-
Wonka-esque with folks waiting for their 
golden ticket…but I digress). So they 
could not proceed to step two – uploading 
personal information in order to get yet 
another PIN that would allow you to vote.

I understand that there were 
considerable concerns about the veracity 
of  membership numbers, so that may 
have played a part in the verification code 
debacle, but based on personal anecdotes, 
there were many longtime members who 
didn’t get this magical code, so I’m not 
sure why the mail of  out the verification 
codes went so poorly.

If  media reports are to be believed, 
anywhere from 20 – 30 percent of  
registered party members did not get a 
chance to vote. That is astonishing. This 
isn’t a case of  folks not showing up to vote, 
this is a case of  folks not being able to vote 
at all.  

The spin from the party 
notwithstanding,  it doesn’t matter that 
the numbers that did manage to vote 
were the largest in years, it matters that a 
sizeable portion of  your members did not 
get to have their voices heard as to who 
should be their leader.And that is a big 
problem no matter how you spin it.

And then there was the big reveal itself. 
The Leader was supposed to be 

announced at 3pm Saturday to a 
convention hall full of  excited members.  
Well, the hour came and went and came 
and went and came and went.  The folks 
on CP24 were running out of  things 
to say to fill the dead air. They took to 
filming the “most famous hallway in 
Markham” for hours on end in the hopes 
that something would happen.

And then something did happen. The 
party brass comes out to announce…
that everyone should go home because 
they need the room for a body building 
contest. I am not making this up. 
The room erupted in boos and angry 
gesticulations…good golly, hardly the way 
to demonstrate leadership and command.

 As I said…Shambolic

The Aurora  
Museum & Archives  

is celebrating…

 World Poetry Day!  
(March 21st)

The following poem (2001.29) is titled  
66 Tyler Street and was written by  
Rosemary Wells whose family owned the 
property from 1947-1960. 

Warm Memories of Yesterday 
Come tumbling through my mind,
Rainbow-hued They echo forth,

Recalling the child I’ve left behind.

Puppy’s breath, lilac’s bloom,
Roses in the rain,

Steven’s grin, babbling brook,
Ice frosted window pane.

Tattered doll, mother’s love,
Rooster’s call at dawn,

Christmas cake, roller skates,
Stump-tag upon the lawn.

Navy bloomers, saddle shoes
Father’s hand in mine, 

Bedtime stories, Easter eggs, 
White sheets strung on the line. 

Burning leaves, jelly beans,
Rocking chairs odd creak,

Newborn kittens, Tyler Hill,
Brothers’ games of hide and seek.

On and on, sweet memories roll,
Like waves upon a shore, 

Sweeping clean my cluttered thoughts, 
Till I’m a child once more.
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Planning to move outside of the GTA…Across Country…Anywhere in the World? 
Call us today! We will connect you with top agents to assist you anywhere…globally!

Fantastic 3 Bdm In Great Neighbourhood. Quiet Crescent, Pie-Shaped Lot! Flooring”. Numerous Ren-
ovations Including Kitchen, Hdwd Thru-Out, Baths, Trim, Walkway, Shingles, Windows, Furnace, A/C, 
& More! Fin Bsmt With Rec Room. Kitchen Walk Out To Large 2 Level Deck With Retractable Awning, 
Sharp! 

  $729,000

QUIET CRES - SOUTH AURORA

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Beautiful Curb Appeal. Fabulously Renovated! Enlarged Kitchen With Huge Island Open to 
Sitting Room, Family Rm With Wood-Burning F/P.Generously-Sized Master Bdrm With Greenhouse 
Sitting Rm/Home Offi ce! Fully Finished Bsmt With Open Concept Rec/Games Rm, Bdrm, Plus 2 Pc. 
Backyard Features Pool & Extensive Interlock Patio & Backs To Mature Trees & Extensive Trail 
System                                                                                                                     $1,289,000

HILLS OF ST. ANDREW’S – AURORA

Fully Reno’d (Including Wiring & Plumbing!) Open Concept 1.5 Storey In Old Aurora, Close To Everything! 
Mstr Bdrm On Upper Level With 4 Pc Ensuite & Balcony O/Looks Deep 178’ Lot. Lrg Kitchen With Bkfst 
Bar Open To Great Rm. Fully Fin Bsmt Features Open Rec Rm With Wet Bar, 2 Bdrms & 4 Pc Bath. 
Yard Has Extensive Gardens & Walking Paths! New Garage – ’17!                               

$849,000

TOTALLY RENOVATED - OLD AURORA

Sharp Semi! 1740 S.F.+ Fin. Bsmt! Open Concept Great Rm With F/P, Plus 2nd Flr Family Rm! Master 
Has Walk-In W/Organizers, Updated Ensuite W/Heated Flr & Large Glass Shower. Updated Main 
Bath. Finished Bsmt Has Open Rec Room & Bar (Bdlm ‘17), Great Yard. Close To Schools, Parks, 
Movies, Restaurants & More! 

$765,000

FAB NEIGHBOURHOOD - AURORA

SOLD!SOLD!

Stonebridge – Gated Community of Executive Towns in South Aurora. End Unit Bungaloft. Open Concept 
Kitchen & Great Room w/Cathedral Ceil. Large Open Loft on 2nd Floor Plus Bedroom With Ensuite. Beau-
tifully Finished Walk-Out Basement Features Rec Room With Bar Area, 3rd Bdrm w/Ensuite, Hobby Room, 
Sauna and More! Enquire!                  
                                                      $1,419,000

EXCLUSIVE– GATED COMMUNITY – AURORA

Main Fl. Reno ‘15 - Stunning Custom Kitchen Over look’s Private Lot & Open To Family & Dining Rooms. 
Waffl e Ceil In Dining Room. Custom Panelling In Living Rm. Master Has Beautiful Reno’d Ensuite & Walk 
Out To Upper Balcony. Finished Basement. Open Conc. Bsmt. W/Theatre Area & Games Rm. Numerous 
updates inside & out! Grg. access to lower level & laundry/mud rm – Must be Seen!   
  $1,225,000

HILLS OF ST ANDREW’S – AURORA

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!SOLD!

Going to the Chapel of Logs? – Petch House could 
soon host wedding services

STOP POWER OF SALE! CALL OR TEXT NELLA NOW 416-992-5104

• New Home Purchase 
• Self Employed 
• Bankrupt/Consumer Proposal
• Line of Credit/Home Equity
• Renovation Loans
• 1st, 2nd & 3rd Mortgages 
• Consolidate Debts
• Bad Credit (Consumer Proposal/Bankrupt OK)

BEST RATE MORTGAGES
1st Mortgage     
    Rates 
      from    
        2.24% 
          (OAC)

Call me for equity take out in 3-5 Days
Broker License: 10266 

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve 
parenting, support, and property issues 
arising from separating families. A practitioner 
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaff ney

By Brock Weir

As far as local wedding venues go, it is 
probably going to be Aurora’s most rustic 
option – but maybe what Petch House 

currently lacks in electricity and plumbing 
will be made up by charm?

The Petch Log House, one of  Aurora’s 
oldest buildings, has been put forward 
a venue for civil marriage ceremonies, 

following a motion from Councillor Tom 
Mrakas.

In his motion, Councillor Mrakas said 
the historic home, which was reconstructed 
behind the Aurora Seniors’ Centre in 
2014, after over a century on what is now 
the site of  the Walmart SmartCentres 
plaza near Highway 404 and a further 
decade mouldering on planks near Leslie 
and Wellington, was “underutilized.”

His motion called on staff  to investigate 
the feasibility and costs for Petch House 
to be used for marriage services, or as a 
wedding chapel, an option he hoped to 
have firmed up by May.

“The Petch House has been empty for 
a while, since it has been moved, fixed and 
cleaned up and put back together,” he 
said. “I know there have been many ideas 
put forward [like] a tourist info centre, but 
I do remember back in the beginning that 
some thought it should be used as firewood. 
Those minds changed after a while when 
they actually saw how beautiful it is.”

But, the Town began offering marriage 
services in 2015 and, since then, he 
contended he always saw Petch House as 
a “wonderful” place for those marriages 
to be held – as an alternative to Council 
Chambers, where these ceremonies 
currently take place.

“I think it is a good way of  creating 
revenue and I think it is a good use of  it 
because it doesn’t need plumbing, which 
I think was a big obstacle with a lot of  the 
ideas that were coming forward – the cost 
of  running that plumbing throughout the 
building was an issue. I think that is a very 
inexpensive cost-efficient way of  utilizing 
the Petch House. I think it is something 
that will draw attention to the Town and 
I think that could be promoted, will catch 
on and be well-used.”

Exploring this possibility was an idea 
supported by Council although the lack 
of  plumbing and electricity still raises 
eyebrows.

“I think it is a great idea, but I am 
uncomfortable with not having a 

washroom,” said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, noting the closest washroom 
facility is in the nearby Seniors’ Centre. 
“We have been over this many times. I 
don’t recall how much [plumbing] would 
have cost when we looked at this the last 
time.”

Whether or not a washroom is needed, 
or whether the facilities at the Centre can 
be used, is an issue which will be explored 
in the feasibility report.

“It is in close proximity to the Seniors’ 
Centre, so that if  people needed to go to 
the washroom, depending on when the 
ceremonies are, and they are generally 
held on Friday afternoons, the Centre 
is open so there would be public access 
to those washrooms,” said Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of  Operations. “I 
believe it is depending on what the uses 
are whether or not you need a washroom 
and how many people are occupying that 
space.”

Councillor John Abel had these 
concerns as well, asking for information 
to come back on the current uptake on 
municipally-held marriage ceremonies, 
how it can be promoted, how the lack of  
washrooms and a bridal change room can 
be addressed, and ventured Victoria Hall 
might be a more viable venue.

“The beauty of  using Petch House for 
marriage services is we set the terms of  
when we do them, how many times we 
do them,” said Councillor Mrakas. “By all 
means this doesn’t mean that all of  Petch 
House would be used for is marriage 
services. The reason this is before us is 
staff  mentioned to me, and I have been 
bringing this up constantly, is that it would 
be favourable if  a motion was put in front 
[for direction from] Council to allow Petch 
House to be permitted for this purpose. It 
can be permitted today. 

“This is just one thing the Petch House 
can be used for and I think there is 
overwhelming support around the table. I 
look forward to the report coming back in 
May.”

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design
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YOPLAIT YOP 
DRINKABLE YOGURT 
Assorted Varieties 200ml bottle

FRESH BANANAS
Product of Costa Rica

149
/lb
4.39/kg 

699
each

79¢each69¢/lb1.52/kg 

SAVE 50¢

SAVE 80¢

FRESH ANDY BOY RAPINI Product of USA, bunch 

2/400
SAVE $249 each

399
/lb
8.80/kg

FRESH ONTARIO PORK BACK RIBS
SAVE $300/lb

FRESH STEM & LEAF 
CLEMENTINES 
Product of Spain

SAVE $200/lb

MASTRO 
EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
1L bottle

SAVE $300

SAVE $500

SAVE $440

UNICO BEANS
540ml tins89¢each

COPPA’S FRESH MARKET
FRESH STORE-MADE MINI ZEPPOLE 
Ricotta or Cream  
6/$9.99199

each

SAPUTO BABY 
FRIULANO CHEESE 
500g pkg699

each

OCEAN PRIME SEAFOOD MIX 
908g pkg999

each

SAVE $200/lb

FRESH ATLANTIC
SALMON FILLETS999

/lb
22.02/kg 

KING CITY - 1700 KING RD. 905.833.7035
FRESH SAVINGS FROM FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH – THURSDAY, MARCH 22ND

COPPAS.COM

Advertorial

Do you experience numbness, 
weakness or tingling in a leg, foot, arm 
or hand? Do you have neck or back pain 
that has lasted more than one month or 
experience frequent headaches? You may 
be suffering from a condition known as 
spinal stenosis. 

 Spinal Stenosis is defi ned as narrowing 
of  the bone channel occupied by the 
spinal nerves or the spinal cord.

Some people are born with a congenital 
form, but most develop spinal stenosis as 
part of  the degenerative process. A few do 
not feel any effects of  the narrowing, but 
as part of  the aging process, most people 
will eventually notice radiating pain, 
weakness, and/or numbness secondary 
to the compression of  the nerves or spinal 
cord.

In lumbar stenosis, the spinal nerve roots 
in the lower back become compressed 
and this can produce symptoms of  
sciatica—tingling, weakness or numbness 
that radiates from the low back and into 
the buttocks and legs—especially with 
activity.

 You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may tell 
you that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  It is 
important to know that although surgery 
is sometimes necessary, it is considered a 
last resort in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  medications 
that include damage to the liver, kidneys 

and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and highly 

effective approach that has helped many 
sufferers improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor and 
accelerate the body’s natural healing 
processes. The innovative Multiwave 
Locked System (MLS) Laser produces a 
safe, effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS laser 
therapy appears to be uniquely capable of  
decreasing the infl ammation around the 
spinal cord and shows great promise in the 
battle against the devastating sequelae of  
this condition.

 What does this mean for you?
Many of  our patients have reported a 

90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve the 
results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-2225 to 
book your FREE consultation and examination 
at King West Wellness Centre 141 King 
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For Spinal 

Stenosis 
 (Cervical/Lumbar Stenosis)

Newmarket man charged  
after Aurora break-ins

By Brock Weir 

A 43-year-old Newmarket man is facing 
three charges of  Break and Enter following 
a series of  February incidents in Aurora.

Vance Patterson faces three charges of  
break and enter, two charges of  possession 
of  property obtained by crime, and two 
counts of  possession of  a controlled 
substance.

The charges have not been proven in 
court. He is expected to appear in court 
this Friday, March 16.

The arrest is a result of  an investigation 
launched by the York Regional Police last 
month. They say the series of  residential 
break-ins occurred between February 22 
and February 23 in the area of  Wellington 
and Yonge. 

“Investigators were able to identify 
the suspect through video surveillance 
obtained during one of  the incidents,” says 
Constable Laura Nicolle. “On February 
27, a search warrant was executed at the 
suspect’s residence in Newmarket where 
officers recovered a quantity of  stolen 
property.” 

York Regional Police are renewing their 
reminder to residents that a few basic steps 

can be taken to protect their property:
• Lock all doors that lead to your 

residence as well as your vehicle doors
• If  going away on vacation or an 

extended absence, do not announce your 
travel plans or absence from home on 
social media or your phone’s voicemail

• Ask a trusted neighbour to watch your 
house and make your home look lived in

• Consider installing a quality security 
system with motion sensors and/or video 
monitoring

• Secure all basement and ground-level 
windows and patio doors

“Break and enters are often a crime 
of  opportunity,” says Constable Nicolle. 
“The more difficult you make it for 
thieves to break into your home, the more 
likely it is that they will move along. Be 
aware of  suspicious people or vehicles 
in your neighbourhood and call police 
immediately if  you’re concerned. We will 
respond to these calls.”

Anyone with information on this case 
is asked to contact York Regional Police’s 
#1 District Criminal Investigations Bureau 
at 1-866-876-5423 x7142, or call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS. You may 
also leave an anonymous tip online at 
www.1800222TIPS.com. 

Resident safe, two dogs dead  
following Milgate Place fire

By Brock Weir

Fire gutted the first floor of  a Milgate 
Place residence on Friday morning.

Central York Fire Services responded to 
a call at 10.30 a.m. on March 9.

The homeowner was on the scene when 
fire crews arrived and was uninjured, but 
two dogs were located deceased inside the 
home.

Officials say fire caused extensive 
damage on the main floor and heavy 

smoke damage on the second.
The Office of  the Fire Marshall 

continues to investigate the cause of  the 
fire. 

No other injuries were reported to 
residents or responders. 

Six Central York Fire Service apparatus 
were involved in the incident, with 
additional resources from York Regional 
Police and York Paramedic Services. In 
addition, mutual aid was activated and 
Richmond Hill Fire and East Gwillimbury 
Fire Services provided assistance.
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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INTRODUCING THE REDLINE EDITION SERIES.

A LINEUP YOU CAN COUNT ON, BECAUSE OTHERS COUNT ON YOU. 

VISIT WWW.HIGHLANDGM.COM  FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

After 5 Business Social at Backyard Pool & Spa
Join Us: Thursday March 22, 2018 at Backyard Pool & Spa, 5:30 – 7:30 pm.

Aurora Chamber Insider Session
Join Us: Thursday March 29, 2018 at Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 8:30 am – 10:00 am.

Learn More & Register:   www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Connecting Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca     905-727-7262    
info@aurorachamber.on.ca     Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us for a breakfast information session featuring Guest Speaker John Hotson. John is a founding partner 
of the Business Transition Alliance (BTA). BTA works hands-on with business owners of private companies 
to help them develop and implement effective strategies that increase the value, growth and profi tability 
of their business. Whether owner’s plans are to grow, exit or step back, BTA will prepare them for the 
transition of their business and deliver the freedom that a positive transition can provide. This event is 
proudly sponsored by York Small Business Enterprise Centre (YSBEC). Visit: www.aurorachamber.on.ca for event 
registration and details. 

Join Us: Wednesday, April 11 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club 

Hot Topic: Grow, Exit, or Step 
Back - How to Build Value and 
Prepare You for the Future

Featuring Guest Speaker 
John Hotson

Business owners not happy with the “signs” of the times
By Brock Weir

It’s back to the drawing board in 
drafting a sign bylaw that addresses 
concerns from businesses and 
members of  the public alike.

Council has tasked staff  with 
undertaking another review of  the 
municipal sign bylaw, which could 
pave the way for new rules on the 
placement of  A-frame – or “sandwich 
board” – signs. 

Following a motion from Councillor 
John Abel, staff  are now looking at 
best practices in other municipalities 
on the hot-button signage which 
has, on the one hand, been seen 
by business owners as essential in 
promoting themselves and, in the 
other, derided as one of  the main 
culprits in sign pollution.

In his motion, Councillor 
Abel recognized “concerns and 
complaints” with changes to A-Frame 
rules – concerns and complaints 
reiterated by delegations from Javed 
Khan, former President of  the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce Board, and 
local chiropractor Brian Moore.

The new sign bylaw, he said, 
removed permissions for temporary 
A-frames, which adversely impacted 
the business community. He called 
on staff  to report back on regulatory 
provisions that could be included, 
including nominal permit fees, in a 
new sign putting A-frames back into 
the mix.

“I have heard from other businesses 
in Town, along with Dr. Moore, and 
in particular not just downtown 
Aurora but off  of  Industrial Parkway 
where there are some businesses that 

have units in behind,” said Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes in favour of  
the motion. “When some of  the 
restrictions were placed upon these 
businesses, a few of  them mentioned 
that people thought they were out of  
business or no longer there.

“Having an A-frame will allow 
these businesses to thrive. One in 
particular said that more than 50 per 
cent of  business was [from] people 
walking in from off  the street into 
their store. I am looking forward to 
this being reviewed and for the report 
to come back on how we can take 
another look at this and see how we 
can provide a happy medium where 
we have our businesses thriving and 
using this type of  media to show what 
their businesses offer.”

Despite sign bylaw reviews being a 
well-worn path at Council, Councillor 
Michael Thompson said he was in 
favour of  a second look.

“I am good with going through a 
review process again. I appreciate 
the comments of  the delegate 
and I appreciate the comments 
of  the chamber as well. Some of  
the comments they made about 
parameters and guidelines I would 
like to see come out of  that report, but 
I was intrigued by the one comment 
about a permit system.”

Asked by the Councillor whether 
similar programs were in place in 
other municipalities, Techa van 
Leeuwen, Aurora’s Director of  
Corporate Services, said this was 
indeed the case and an option that 
could be explored. 

Councillor Jeff  Thom also 
expressed his support of  the motion 
– but only to a degree.

“I appreciate engagement from 
our business community on this and 
certainly would be in favour of  looking 
at ways we can encourage businesses 

to compete for economic growth,” he 
said. “The challenge I have [with the 
motion is] I would like to engage and 
look at this from a holistic point of  
view, as opposed to saying A-frames 
are the answer. I hear from a lot of  
residents that find A-frames are not 
fantastic and they don’t like them at 
all. I get complaints all of  the time.

“For me, I think if  we’re going 
to go back to staff  and engage the 
community we should engage them 
from a perspective where we’re going 
to listen and perhaps come back with 
different solutions other than just 
A-frames.”

These concerns were also voiced by 
Councillors Harold Kim and Wendy 
Gaertner.

One of  the complaints Councillor 
Kim said he fielded was A-frames 
getting blown out of  place in windy 
weather and, as a consequence, 
possible safety hazards.

“I got a lot of  complaints from 
residents that the A-frames were there 
all day long and all weekend,” added 
Councillor Gaertner, touching upon 
the thorny issue of  sign pollution. 
“People were unhappy. There is a list 
of  things I’ve gotten comments on 
over the years and certainly A-frames 
is one of  them. I am really not in 
favour because I have seen what 
happens when you give leeway. It 
hasn’t happened in Aurora, but some 
of  those signs are not very sturdy 
and they do fly around. We have had 
some big winds this winter. Maybe 
that could be counteracted by having 
a different design of  A-frame. 

“If  it is the will of  Council we can 
go back and look at this, but I think 
we need to take into consideration 
the possibility of  having those signs 
removed when the businesses are 
not open, just for the visual sign 
pollution.”

AURORA

FESTIVAL

THANK YOU  Aurora!
and thank you to our

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

7th

Annual

SPONSORS 
Backyard Pool & Spa

Coca-Cola
Gallaugher Contracting

Johnson Financial Group
Michaels

Priestly Demolition
The Arts Music Store

Thomson Funeral Home
Williams HR Law

105.9 The Region
Aurora Cultural Centre
Aurora Farmers Market

Aurora Public Library
Optimist Club of Aurora

Rotary Club of Aurora

Royal Canadian Legion
St. Andrew’s College

The Auroran
SNAPD

Metroland Media
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POWER THROUGH WINTER  
BMW xDrive All-Wheel Drive

The BMW X5 once again surpasses its own standards – offering outstanding 
luxury - guaranteed by a wide range of intelligent technologies that elevate 
efficiency, driving dynamics, comfort and versatility to a whole new level. 

From the very first moment you set eyes on it, the BMW X5 grabs your 
attention – and keeps it. The driving dynamics ensure exhilaration every time 
you get behind the wheel and with every twist and turn at all speeds. The 
driver assistance systems guarantee perfect contact with the driving surface, 
be it on tight bends, during steep descents or at high speeds. The top-end 
TwinPower Turbo 8-cylinder engine produces 445 HP to achieve impressive 
acceleration from 0 to 100 km/h in just 4.9 seconds. 
 
Once inside, the elevated seating position gives you an ideal view of the 
road ahead – and of the high-quality materials. All operating elements, 
including the new iDrive Touch Controller with the optional Navigation sys-
tem Professional and the new free-standing Control Display, are orientated 
towards the driver.

Right now, BMW Newmarket offers impressive incentives to get you into a 
BMW X5 of your own. Visit bmwnewmarket.ca. or call (877) 592-9905.

Dilawri Group of Companies is Canada’s largest automotive group with 63 franchised dealerships representing 30 automotive brands across Canada  |  Dilawri.ca

87 Mulock Drive, Newmarket, ON 
bmwnewmarket.ca • 1 (877) 592-9905

BMW NEWMARKET

Wellington students take the environment into their 
own hands at local park

By Brock Weir 

Some people might choose to stay 
indoors when the snow is flying, but 
students at Wellington Public School 
had a very important mission to attend 
to and a few flurries weren’t going to 
stop them.

Grade 3 and Grade 5 students 
pulled on their snow pants, laced up 
their boots, and slipped eye-catching 
green t-shirts over their thick winter 
coats on Friday and trudged as a group 
from their school to nearby Elizabeth 
Hader Park. 

Despite the cold, they were ready 
to put in some elbow grease to make 
the park greener by the time spring 
arrives. 

Wellington Public School formally 
“adopted” the Timpson Drive park at 
the start of  this school year through 
the Town of  Aurora’s Adopt a Park 
program. 

Since then, they have taken 
ownership of  the park, regularly 
clearing up garbage and other debris 
and keeping a watchful eye on 
vandalism, saying something when 
they see something.

“We chose this initiative to help out 
the environment and do something for 
the community,” said teacher Amanda 
Bonura, herself  bundled up against 
the March cold, as students ran by 
with garbage bags they were filling 
with items as varied as chip wrappers, 
a beer bottle, and even a baseball that 
didn’t fare so well over these last few 
wintery months. “Our entire school 
has adopted the park and we have 
taken ownership of  it, treating it as if  
it is our own property.

“Each class takes a turn once a 
week and we come by and clean up 
any litter or debris we find. We report 
any vandalism or broken objects to 

the Town and, in the spring, we will 
be doing some planting and the kids 
are super-excited about that.”

But, as excited as they are about 
getting their hands dirty and planting 
some colourful flowers as soon as 
the ground thaws, they were equally 
excited about the task at hand.

“You got to help society clean up,” 
said Brad.

“We can help the environment and 
make it a better place,” agreed Anri.

“It is fun staying outside, hanging 
out with your friends and just cleaning 
up,” added Carlin.

When asked why it was important 
to them, Anri said that they more they 
help clean up the park, the more they 
can hang out at the park and not have 
to worry about trash. They all agreed. 

“You know that you’re helping the 
world and it is just fun coming outside 
for a little bit,” she added.

Their key messages? 
“Don’t put your garbage in the 

park because it is actually really bad 
and there are other people and other 
animals that enjoy coming here,” said 
Anri. 

Added Brad: “If  your dog does its 
business, you can help by cleaning it up 
and not just leaving it on the ground.”

They are a group of  kids who just 
like to help out and, in Ms. Bonura’s 
view, if  they can show the students 
they can have an impact well beyond 
the confines of  their school yard, so 
much the better.

But the kids in the Earth Guardians 
club are hard at work behind the walls 
of  their Wellington Street West school 
as well. 

“We have eco educators, who are 
responsible for spreading the message 
within the school,” she explains. “We 
have four teams – eco auditors – who 
are the intermediate grades, and they 
are responsible for going to each class 

to ensure that garbage is being thrown 
out properly. We now have composts 
within our classrooms as well. Some 
have eco worms that eat up some of  
our banana peels and apple cores in 
kindergarten class. We ensure classes 
are saving energy wherever we can 
and especially during recess and lunch. 
We’re usually eating our lunch with 
the lights off  and our eco auditors are 
ensuring we’re doing that. There is a 
golden eco award that goes out to the 
class that has maintained that over a 
month.

“I think it is important for them to 
understand they do have an impact 
and they do have a voice. They have 
that ability to help and help spread the 
message. A little action that stems from 
each and every one of  these individuals 
becomes a huge impact when we all 
come together and consume the earth 
because, at the end of  the day, this is 
our home, this is where we live, and 
we want to conserve it and save it and 
it is important for them to understand 
how we can do that.”

Members of Wellington Public School’s Eco Club were out in force Friday cleaning up Elizabeth Hader 
Park. Pictured, from left: Jazmin Kisfaludy, Jazmyne Robertson, Alexander Sloane, Mrs. Amanda Bonura, 
Isa Elfarse, Julian Tilman, Mrs. Kimberly Leck, Brad Nejad, Candy Hou, Daniel Novin, Hunter Mills, Anri 
Wang, Charlie Hunter, Carlyn Joy, Teyani Humber, Emilie Robertson, Sina Oveisi, Tuelo Oloya, Jackson  
Elliot, William Longden, Camie Jasmine, Dilinger Nodello-Humber, Ms. Elizabeth MacNeice, Shaye Hum-
ber.                    Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams
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auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora

children, teens & adults

Tickets $35 Advance | $40 Day of Concert

This month at Aurora Cultural Centre 
For tickets/info: 905 713-1818 | HST included in all ticket prices 

      classes for 

John Sheard 
presents

Canadian Country Music 
Hall of Fame Inductee

Wendell Ferguson
with special guest 

Terra Hazelton
 “keepin’ it all respectable”

March 23  8pm    

Hooked on 
Tradition

Botanica

Exhibition of works by the 
Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild MUSIC 

ART
&
CLASSES

Opening Reception for both shows 
March 23 - 6 pm - All Welcome!

New Mixed Media works 
by Julia Hacker

In the galleries 

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

LOOKING FOR 

Community Partner Sponsorship 

and  Prize Donations

    SAT. JUNE 16, '18

3RD ANNUAL CHARITY 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

BENEFITING CHILDREN IN 
YORK REGION

For more information visit  MARQUEETP.COM 

CALL: 905-713-1040     EMAIL: info@marqueetp.com

Charity #876749600RR0001

in enrolment trends.  For example, 
young women with a high level of  
mathematical ability are significantly 
less likely to enter STEM fields than 
young men, even young men with a 
lower level of  mathematical ability. 
This suggests that the gender gap in 
STEM-related programs is due to other 
sociological factors.

Today, however, a young female 
child may now see advertisements that 
promote women in STEM type of  roles 
and occupations. Social media display 
images of  women in technology fields 
other than just the traditional “pink” 
jobs.  Career options are opening up for 
women today.

A way to promote social change 
and increase the numbers of  younger 
women to pursue STEM type for 
occupations is by developing new 

educational programs to improve the 
number of  young female students to 
be involved in STEM activities.   For 
example, STEM Mind Centres are now 
located in a neighbourhoods today. As 
well as a source of  entertainment and 
recreational places; they become to be 
agents of  socialization for children.  

These centres promote STEM 
programs for boys and girl, such 
as coding, computers, 3D printers, 
robotics, digital media, photography 
and more. The management networks 
with schools and other youth centres to 
offer after-school activities and lessons 
in science and technology.

In a generation, the face of  the post-
secondary classroom may well change; 
more female students may choose 
STEM type of  programs as a career.

Jim Jackson 
Aurora

Artists are “Hooked” on tradition at Cultural Centre
By Brock Weir

You might have a few examples 
hanging around your house, pieces you 
made with a latch hook and a few pieces 
of  yarn.

They’re rugs, sure, but have you ever 
truly appreciated them as art? 

Clare Bolton, a curator at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, guesses that answer is 
probably not. But, if  she has her way, 
that is about to change with Hooked 
on Tradition, a new exhibition at the 
Centre curated by members of  the 
Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild.

Hooked on Tradition, a first 
exhibition for the Guild as a group, is 
on now, and runs through April 28, and 
is designed to give art lovers a fresh take 
on an age-old pastime. 

“I want people to appreciate rug 
making as an art form because there is 
a mentality out there that you can get 
a kit and anyone can hook a rug, and 
it is quite minimized,” says Ms. Bolton. 
‘Traditionally, women’s art forms have 
been minimized, so I want people to 
appreciate the art, understand that 
some people have actually created the 
pattern, done the shading with their 
yarn, these are people who take rug 
hooking up to a whole new level.”

Members of  the Guild were at the 

Cultural Centre on Thursday morning, 
hard at work finding just the right places 
for each rug, art pieces which span over 
a century of  creativity, ahead of  the 
exhibition’s launch on March 10. 

Members of  the Newmarket Rug 
Hooking Guild have been meeting 
since the 1960s and, over the years, a 
true sense of  community has developed 
within the Guild, which is largely 
populated by women. 

Bea Grant, for instance, has been a 
member of  the Guild since 1969.

As a 25-year-old mother of  three 
young girls, “I just had to get out of  the 
house!” she says.

Her first introduction to rug hooking 
was at the Guild of  All Arts on the 
Scarborough Bluffs and, after job 
posting with her family in St. Louis, 
where primitive art was all the rage, she 
brought the technique back to Canada. 

“I started out trying to look realistic, 
but when I got to St. Louis, they were 
doing some really rough, ragged stuff,” 
says Ms. Grant. “They really wanted 
authentic-looking rugs, so I switched 
my style. When I came back to Canada, 
I got a teaching certificate, specialized 
in Canadian primitive, but it is not 
everyone’s cup of  tea.”

Guild member Lois Hayes, on the 
other hand, first tried her hand at 
textiles 20 years ago, giving it up for a 

little while, and picking it back up again 
in earnest after retiring a couple of  
years ago. 

“I love it because it is textiles, it is 
recycling material, and it is working 
with a circle of  very supportive 
women,” says Lois. “Even if  we don’t 
all have the save views in the end, once 
you start hearing about all the different 
techniques, styles and methods, you 
learn about your community and really 
your whole country.”

Bell pulls, on the other hand, were 
Marilyn’s Bellamy’s first introduction 
to rug making. Think those long bits of  
fabric dangling from the ceiling Maggie 
Smith used to pull in Downton Abbey 
to summon the servants. 

“I sae the bell pulls in 1983 and I 
had no idea what they were, so I asked 
how you learned and where to go,” she 
recalls. “From there on in, I have done 
nothing but fine shading. I had two boys 
in the house and I had to get out and be 

with some ladies.”
You might be sensing a theme here, 

but Ms. Grant says rug hooking – 
even in the Newmarket Rug Hooking 
Guild – is an art form that has, so far, 
attracted kids as young as six and adults 
of  all genders all the way up to… well, 
however long they can hold a hook. 

“Just like quilting reached its zenith in 
popularity about 20 years ago and has 
become a truly acknowledged art form, 
rug hooking is on the verge of  that right 
now, we think,” says Ms. Grant.

If  you want to be on the vanguard 
of  the rug renaissance, head over to 
the Aurora Cultural Centre for the 
exhibition.  Guild members invite you 
to come out and experience traditional 
rug hooking for yourself  on Wednesday, 
April 18, from 6 – 7.30 p.m.

The exhibition’s formal opening 
reception will take place at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre next Friday, March 23, 
from 6 – 8 p.m.

Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild members Marilyn Bellamy, Bea Grant and Lois Hayes display an array of 
rugs while setting up the Hooked on Tradition exhibition, now on at the Aurora Cultural Centre.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR
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We would like to

AURORA 

SHOPPING CENTRE

14800 YONGE ST., 

invite
YOU

         

GRAND
OPENING

      ...to our 

             Come see our store, meet our staff, 
                         and enjoy a slice and a pop on us!!   

                                                           We’re excited to see you!

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

18 years of the best care for seniors 

www.laservices.ca  

Please contact Brian Porter, Director and Owner of Living Assistance Services (LAS), 
for advice and care at home at 416.483.0070 (offi ce) 

905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@laservices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca

• Care at home and in other residential settings  

• Live in/out: 3-24 hours care and 24/7 care 

• RN supervised

• Chronic disease care: Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, 
 Dementia, Diabetes, Cancer Care etc. 

• Personal care: hygiene, bathing, dressing & laundry 

• Meal planning and preparation

• Light housekeeping; Escorting to appointments

• Joyful companionship and much more

“I cannot say enough about LAS.I would 
recommend it to anyone who needs care 
for their elderly loved ones.” B.J.

How can I care for my aging loved one now – 
or, in the future?

It takes so much time! …and, so much worry! 
…and, so much to do!  HELP!

WE CAN HELP YOU AT AN AFFORDABLE COST!

IS ALL THE CARE FOR YOUR OLDER 
LOVED ONE ON YOUR SHOULDERS?

Aurora Tigers advance to OJHL NorthEast semifinal

Aurora’s Austin East-
man carries the puck 
into the Trenton 
zone in the Tigers’ 
2 - 1 overtime loss to 
the Golden Hawks 
in Game Three of 
the OJHL Northeast  
q u a r t e r f i n a l s  o n 
Wednesday.

 Auroran photo by 
Jake Courtepatte

Aurora’s Tyler Sikura signed his first NHL contract earlier this month with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

Photo courtesy of Toledo Walleyes 

             By Jake Courtepatte

By mid-March of  last year, the Aurora 
Tigers were thinking more golf  clubs 
than hockey sticks.

One year later, the Junior A club is 
moving on to the second round of  the 
OJHL playoffs, bouncing the 2016-17 
league runners-up from the postseason 
in six games.

The first team to eliminate the 
perennial powerhouse Trenton Golden 
Hawks in the opening round since the 
2012-13 season, Aurora reached the 
second round for the first time since their 
trip to the league final in 2014 by ousting 
the Hawks in six games.

Up 2 – 0 in the best-of-seven series 
and looking to take a strangehold 
in Game Three last Wednesday 
in Aurora, the Tigers let the 
Golden Hawks draw their first 
blood with a double overtime 
win in which the Tigers 
dominated the play.

Only their second double 
overtime needed all season, fans 
at the Aurora Community Centre 
stuck around until close to midnight to 
witness what was sure to be an Aurora 
winner after throwing 48 shots at the 
Trenton net, though it was Trenton who 
walked away the winners after beating 
Bradley Van Schubert on a two-on-one.

They rebounded two days later with 
some overtime magic of  their own, 
leaving them just one win shy of  moving 
on after Joseph Mizzi potted both the 
third period tying goal and the overtime 
winner.

After the Hawks stayed alive to force 
Game Six in the third overtime contest in 
a row back in Aurora, it was on the road 
Monday night where the Tigers put the 
series to bed.

Trenton looked poised to push the 
series to a seventh and deciding game by 

taking 
an early 2 – 0 lead, 
though Aurora clawed back to tie before 
the second intermission with marks from 
Austin Eastman and Elijah Gonsalves.

With a Trenton player in the box and 
under nine minutes to play in regulation, 
Brock Welsh provided the eventual series 
winner, while adding an empty net goal 
in the dying seconds for a final score of  
4 – 2.

With one series yet to be determined 
in the NorthEast Conference, the Tigers 
wait in anticipation of  their second 
round opponent. The third-place 
Newmarket Hurricanes sent the sixth-
place Markham Royals packing, while 
the fifth-place Cobourg Cougars topped 
the fourth-place Kingston Voyageurs in 
five games.

Aurora is tentatively set to take on 
Cobourg in round two, dependent on 
a possible upset in the seventh and final 
game of  the series between the second-
place Wellington Dukes and seventh-
place Pickering Panthers.

As conference champions, Aurora 
draws the lowest seeded opponent and 
home ice throughout the postseason.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Sikura brothers forging a path 
with NHL’s Blackhawks

By Jake Courtepatte

The wheel may be in the hands 
of  prospect Dylan Sikura to steer 
the future of  the NHL’s Chicago 

Blackhawks, but he may have his 
brother along for the ride.

Almost four years after the 
Blackhawks drafted Sikura in the 
sixth round of  the NHL Entry Draft 

SPORTS
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URGENT CARE CLINICURGENT CARE CLINIC WALK-IN CLINIC 
& FAMILY DOCTOR: Dr. Sabzi 

ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!!!

in Aurora

      
       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!

Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!

April 13th   5:30-11pm

Stronach Aurora Rec Complex 
(1400 Wellington Street East)

            Available at:
 Royal Lepage (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20 Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

Limited number of tickets available

       Dr. Norman Orschel
 Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
 Sales Representative

T h a n k   Y o u  t o  o u r  S p o n s o r s

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

$25 @ the door.  Cash only.
Limited number available.

    Damir Vrancic
        Law O�ce

LIVE

Wine and soft drinks will also be available.

5   A
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13-year old Jake Thompson celebrates his first win 
of the karting season at the Goodwood Kartways 
club series in July. 

Photo courtesy of Kerri Thompson

                  15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

on any single-receipt, in-store purchase of 
$299 or more (including taxes) when you use 
your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† 
from Thursday, March 15 to Wednesday, 
March 21, 2018. Payments required. 
No annual fees. Maximum discount on the 
10% off offer is $300 (before taxes). Certain 
restrictions and exclusions apply to the 10% off 
offer and important terms and conditions apply 
to both offers. See page 4 for details.

OR
NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 
18 MONTHS*

ONE WEEK ONLY
Thursday, March 15 
to Wednesday, 
March 21, 2018 10%

OFF# 

3

37,500 
BTU

3 
Burners

669 sq. in.
Cooking Area

48,000 
BTU

4 
Burners

745 sq. in.
Cooking Area

45,000 
BTU

5 
Burners

669 sq. in.
Cooking Area

 

WEBER® Genesis II S-310 Propane Gas BBQ 
(1001087625)

$999
EXCLUSIVE NAPOLEON Rogue® SE 
Propane BBQ • Infrared SIZZLE ZONE™ 
side burner (1001074206)

$1299
EXCLUSIVE NEXGRILL Evolution Propane 
Gas BBQ • Infrared technology (1000850552)

$496
; Natural Gas (1001087617)

EXCLUSIVE/4-Piece HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 
Creston Chat Set • Includes patio set covers (1001075805) 

Accessories shown not included.

$1298

MORE PRODUCTS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

at homedepot.ca

‡Free shipping is available where indicated on the product information page. All qualifying purchases will receive standard ground shipping 
and are subject to homedepot.ca’s standard shipping restrictions. Free shipping is available for delivery within Canada only, but is not 
available for delivery to the Territories (Yukon, NWT and Nunavut) or select remote locations. Market-established rural delivery fees may apply 
to your location. If applicable, please contact a Customer Support Representative at 1-800-628-0525 to receive an accurate shipping quote. 
Offer does not apply to the purchase of previous orders, in-store purchases, or certain items containing weight and/or size shipping 
restrictions. Offer subject to change without notice. See page 4 for details.1

Rust-proof
aluminum

Weather-resistant
cushions

5-year linited fabric warranty and 
7-year linited frame warranty

Aurora’s Thompson making 
moves on the karting track

SAC Hockey falls short in season-
ending national tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

At just thirteen years old, Jake 
Thompson is burning rubber.

The young Auroran added a number 
of  accolades to his ever-growing trophy 
case in the 2017 go-karting season, and 
Canadian Karting News’ “Up and 
Coming Driver of  the Year” is ready to 
return to the track in 2018.

Behind the wheel since the age of  ten, 
walking in his father’s footsteps after doing 
some recreational karting himself, Jake 
took home four track titles as well as being 
named a top-ten junior driver in North 
America by Briggs and Stratton, a leading 
small engine supplier with a significant 
hand in the karting community.

Thompson’s home track is Stouffville’s 
Goodwood Kartways, a historic track 
covering over a full kilometer of  paved 
roadway and helping drivers hone their 
skills for over sixty years.

On the track almost every day in the 
summer months for up to a hundred 
laps, Goodwood named Jake their most 
improved driver of  the year last season.

“‘Time in the seat’ is a mantra all 
drivers talk about,” said Jake’s mother, 
Kerri Thompson.

With multiple configurations, the 
ten-turn course attracts drivers from all 
across North America each summer, and 
provides the perfect setting for up-and-
comers like Jake to perfect his craft.

“Goodwood hosts weekend races 
which are open to the public and offer a 
lot of  adrenaline and excitement,” said 
Thompson. “For people who want to 
experience the sport, Goodwood offers 
an ‘arrive and drive’ program where they 
supply the kart, helmet and suit and run 
races nightly. It’s super popular and tons 
of  fun.”

Though Thompson sings the praises 
of  the fun, tight-knit community of  kart 
racing, those without knowledge of  the 
sport may not realize it is much more than 

By Jake Courtepatte

The St. Andrew’s Saints fell a goal short 
of  reaching their second varsity title game 
in two weeks, after a heartbreaking 4 – 3 
overtime loss to Stanstead College in last 
weekend’s National Independent School 
Championship.

Sharing hosting duties with Toronto’s 
Upper Canada College, twelve prep 
programs from across Canada descended 
on the on-campus LaBrier Arena for the 
final tournament of  the season.

The varsity Saints cruised through New 
Brunswick’s Rothesay Netherwood School 
in preliminary play before a hard-fought 7 
– 6 overtime win over Ulysse Prep, setting 
up a date with the also-perfect Bishop’s 
College School of  Quebec.

A 5 – 3 win, led by a three-point effort 
from Matthew Steinburg, paved a path 
to Saturday’s semifinal against Stanstead 
College.

The hometown Saints got on the board 
first when Ian MacLean finished off  a nifty 
deke around the defender by Matthew 
McKim in close, though Stanstead evened 
it up early in the second period.

They took their first lead of  the game 
in beating Aidan Hosein midway through 
the third period, though with St. Andrew’s 
pressuring and only a few minutes on the 
clock, MacLean found the back of  the net 
again on a delayed penalty call.

Four-on-four overtime saw chances at 
both ends, though it took a fifth period to 
decide the outcome when a bad bounce 
off  the boards led to a Stanstead winner 
and a caught-off-guard Hosein.

Upper Canada College, the recent 
runners-up to the Saints in the CISAA 
divisional championship, took the title 
match 4 – 3 over Stanstead.

St. Andrew’s last won the tournament 
in 2016, defeating division rival Ridley 
College.

just child’s play. Having previously raced 
a four-cycle engine in his kart capable of  
reaching speeds of  70-80 kilometres per 
hour, Jake is taking it up a notch this year 
with a newly-released two-cycle engine 
with the moniker “ROK”, reaching 
racing speeds of  over one-hundred kph.

“Jake is moving up a level to race with 
more experienced and older racers this 
upcoming season,” said Thompson. “…
The two-cycle shifts even faster.”

Like any good driver, Jake has a 
dedicated pit crew behind him, namely 
his coaches and former karters Dave 
Anderson and Lon Herder, as well as his 
father, who doubles as his mechanic, a job 
Thompson said, “he loves every minute 
at the track with Jake.”

With the track reopening in early April, 
the young karter will have plenty more 
checkered flags in his sights in 2018.
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Easter Bunny “egg-cited” for this month’s Egg Hunt
By Brock Weir

With just two more weeks before he 
hops off  the bunny trail and over to 
Aurora, the Easter Bunny is more “egg-
cited” than ever to join local residents for 
the 14th annual Easter Egg Hunt, hosted 
by the Town of  Aurora.

Wristbands for the popular event are 
now on sale now at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, Aurora Town Hall and 
the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

Each $6 wristband per child 12 and 
under (parents are free) will be your 
passport to a day of  fun, family activities 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre  from 9.30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., with the Easter Bunny – 
and a host of  volunteers – keeping busy 
and re-stocking for continuous egg hunts 
between 10 a.m. and 12.30 p.m.

As he rests up for the busy Easter 
Weekend, the Easter Bunny sat down with 
The Auroran to share some of  his insider 
tips on the big day.

BROCK WEIR: So, we hear you’re 
returning to Aurora once again on March 
31. What keeps you coming back?

EASTER BUNNY: As you know, we 
always like to keep the event egg-citing 
with new activities each year, but with 
some of  our more popular activities, we 
want to make sure they are still around, 
such as the infamous egg hunt. There is 
also a pancake breakfast I understand the 
Optimist Club is bringing in for friends 
who come to see me that day. Those who 
come with an appetite will be very pleased 
with the results. Last year was a little bit 
rainy, as you know, so I am crossing my 
bunny ears that we’ll have good weather!

BW: How do you prepare for such 
potentially wacky weather?

EB: Out of  the last 13 years, I think I 
have only been welcomed to Aurora with 
sunny weather for two. There will always 
be contingency plans in place and I know 
they are very top of  mind this year in terms 
of  what activities the event organizers will 
be putting on. As you might remember, I 
was welcomed to Aurora in an ice storm 
a couple of  years ago and last year we had 

some liquid sunshine, so like I said, my ears 
are crossed we’ll have better weather.

BW: What are event organizers doing 
to keep things fresh this year?

EB: There’s always something new. I 
know this activity has been at many Town 
of  Aurora events, but I have never had the 
pleasure of  having an inflatable at my own 
event. As you know, the Town plans this 
whole event just for me and I understand 
there will actually be a bouncy castle 
for the kids. Hopefully they will get their 
energy spent so when they come to meet 
me, sit on my lap and take my photo, they 
will be calm enough to have a conversation 
with me!

BW: This is a very busy time of  year for 
you, so do you need a helping hand with 
this event?

EB: We are very much supported by 
the Aurora Girl Guides. Their Rangers 
division comes out in full force, so thank 
goodness for those Girl Guide leaders 
who bring in the troops. We’re also very 
fortunate to have lots of  student volunteers 
from the community. I understand there 
are over 40 of  them alone coming in, 
so it is great to have that much support 
because that also adds to ensure that the 
kids who are doing activities will have 
that much more fun because everything 
runs smoothly. There are some familiar 
faces, so it is always nice to see the faces of  
kids’ whose homes I’ve visited on Easter 
Morning; seeing them older now and out 
volunteering is very rewarding for me.

BW: How do you make sure you get to 
meet and greet the hundreds and hundreds 
of  people who come out for this?

EB: I think I have the best seat in the 
house because they’re placing me in the 
luxurious – I think – Petch House. People 
can walk through Petch House at the 
Christmas Tree Lighting and the Easter 
Egg Hunt, but there is a lot of  curiosity 
about what it looks like inside. So, yes, I’ve 
got one of  the best seats in the house. 

BW: Aurora is a growing community, so 
there might be a few people spending their 
first Easter in Aurora. What would you say 
to encourage the newbies to come out and 

meet you for the first time?
EB: They have to hop on down. There 

is so much excitement and they will get 
their first welcome and feeling as to what 
a great community Aurora is when they 
start making community connections. 
When they line up for an activity and they 

meet the neighbour in the line up they will 
realise there is a connection there and that 
is where the jewel of  Aurora comes into 
being! It is still a small town. 

For more information on the 2018 Easter Egg 
Hunt, visit www.aurora.ca/easteregghunt or call 
905-726-4762.

905.727.4258

Furnace 
Clean & Check!

off $10*

 *$10.00 taken off fi nal invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, Fireplace 
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Call for complete details. Must be presented to technician at time of call 
Expires March 31, 2018 136 Wellington Street East, Aurora

www.tholiver.com
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Leading Women, Leading Girls honoured as change makers
By Brock Weir

Building bridges, challenging stigma, 
and helping young peers break through 
glass ceilings are just three of  the wide-
reaching reasons that brought 23 women 
together to mark International Women’s 
Day on Thursday, each recipients of  the 
2018 Leading Women/Leading Girls 
Awards.

Hosted by Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Chris Ballard, the fourth annual awards 
ceremony honours local residents, women 
and girls, who are making a real difference 
in the world around them, and helping 
bring up the female leaders of  tomorrow. 

“We’re here to celebrate 23 dynamic 
leading women and leading girls in our 
community,” said Mr. Ballard at the 
ceremony held at Newmarket’s Old 
Town Hall. “We’re here to recognize and 
celebrate their exceptional leadership 
in working to improve others in their 
communities and through their volunteer 
work. Thank you for showing us what it 
means to be great leaders. 

This week, and next, we will shine a 
light on each of  the recipients with their 
individual citations.

CATHERINE CALLAGHAN
Catherine is a successful lawyer, mother 

and wife, who devotes a lot of  her time to 
advocating for people with disabilities and 
her commitment for those in need seems 
to be infinite. She has worked many times 
on pro bono legal services for people with 
learning disabilities. Catherine has also 
taken on the role of  Vice President of  
Community Living Central York. She has 
dedicated much of  her time to helping 
support people with learning disabilities. 

CAROL ROSE-KUDELKA
Carol has been an active volunteer 

with Aurora United Church, helping 
with the Rise ‘n’ Shine free breakfasts 
and as a parish nurse. She has helped 
people in need throughout the community 
with things such as coordinating care for 
seniors, working with Alzheimer’s patients, 
and visits local hospitals and long term 

care homes. Carol is also a member of  
Welcoming Arms, whose primary focus 
is to relieve poverty and assist low-income 
people in Aurora.

LILY EDMUNDS
Lily is a 15 year old girl in Newmarket 

who has shown extraordinary care 
and commitment to the patents of  the 
Alzheimer Society’s health and wellbeing. 
She has participated in and helped 
organize the Walk for Alzheimer’s. Lily 
has been the recipient of  RBC’s Make 100 
Count award, as well as the Canada 150 
Commemorative Medal. Lily exemplifies 
the virtues of  good citizenship and goes 
above and beyond in all she does.

GWYNETH ANDERSON
Gwyneth has committed not only her 

personal life, but also her professional life to 
the child mental health system. She is one of  
the founders of  the Bully Free Community 
Alliance. She is also a prominent member 
of  Southlake’s Mental Health Patient and 
Family Advisory Committee as well as 
the York Region District School Board’s 
Anti-Bullying Working Group. Gwyneth 
combines lived experience, her knowledge 
and her passion into making sure that all 
children feel safe and welcomed at home, 
in school and within their communities.

MARTHA BERRY
Martha Berry is a valuable asset to Inn 

From The Cold. She treats everyone she 
meets with respect and dignity. Martha 
works tirelessly to organize events and 
programs for Inn From The Cold and 
always makes time to listen to others no 
matter how busy she may be. Martha’s 
passion to help others is felt by all who 
meet her. 

MELISSA SHAFA
Melissa is a hard-working woman who 

goes above and beyond the call of  duty 
in her community. Melissa is an advocate 
and companion to those in need and to 
new immigrants that join our community. 
She works diligently with the Food Bank 
and many other charities to help make a 
difference in other people’s lives. Melissa 
was one of  the top fundraisers for the 
Inn From the Cold “Coldest Night of  the 

Year” Walk.
LYNN BIRD

Lynn has helped change the lives 
of  many people through her work 
with the community and with various 
organizations. Lynn is a cofounder of  
the Art Building Children’s Dreams, 
supporting children in Tanzania. Lynn 
volunteers with Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
York and is a member of  the Newmarket 
Rotary Club. Lynn is always encouraging 
the community to get involved to help 
build her community up. She inspires 
women and girls alike to join in and help 
make a difference.

TAHIRIH NAYLOR-THIMM
Tahirih is an advocate for the spiritual 

and moral education of  children and 
mothers in her community. She helped 
create weekly playgroups where mothers 
and young children can come together in 
a home-like environment to network and 
help each other with parenting struggles. 
She has contributed innumerable hours 
to help mothers with young children 
better connect with their kids. Tahirih 
develops loving and trusting relationships 
with moms and children and listens to 
their needs. Through this, she is able to 
help provide them with programs to help 
address their needs.

JUDY BRUNTON
Judy is an advocate for mental health 

awareness and has helped organize many 
fundraisers for the Canadian Mental 
Health Association. She has helped 
change the stigma of  mental health and 
the way it affects families and individuals. 
Judy has been, and continues to be, a voice 
for the mental health community. Judy’s 
non-profit fundraising Facebook page, 
Judy Brunton’s Canadian Mental Health 
Awareness and Fundraising continues to 
bring awareness to end the stigma round 
mental health.

CASSANDRA DIAMOND
Cassandra Diamond works tirelessly to 

support girls and women trapped in sexual 
exploitation. She is an immense advocate 
for women’s safety from abuse. Cassandra 
is the founder of  BridgeNorth Women’s 
Mentorship & Advocacy Services. 
Cassandra provides mentorship and direct 
services to women and girls. She is a true 
leader as she speaks on behalf  of  those 
who have been trafficked and abused by 
providing education to teachers, schools, 
physicians, social workers and politicians to 
help in the prevention of  exploitation. She is 
also the recipient of  the Attorney General’s 
Victim Services Award of  Distinction.

DEBORAH GLADDING
Deborah is a tremendous advocate 

and a huge supporter of  breaking down 
the barriers between police and the 
community. She has served with the York 
Regional Police for many years and is active 
in many different community groups, 
such as Planet Africa and the Markham 
African Caribbean Association. Deborah 
has inspired and counselled many girls and 
young women over the years and inspires 
them to reach their ultimate potential. 
Deborah seizes any opportunity to engage 
and challenge other females to become 
leaders themselves.

Next week, The Auroran will highlight: Ashley 
Szakal, Sarid Layton, Bessie Schinas-Vlasis, 
Heather Bull-Senay, Karen Richards, Janis Bell, 
Toyin Adekusibe, Arianna Skoloudik, Tracee 
Chambers, Maya Bishop, Amanda Bishop, and 
Elizabeth Hempen.

MPP Ballard presents an award to Carol Rose 
-Kudelka of Aurora United Church. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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#metoo, gender inequality highlighted on 
International Women’s Day

By Brock Weir

For four years, International Women’s 
Day has been marked in Newmarket-Aurora 
with a night celebrating the achievements 
and leadership of  local women and girls – 
and, on the surface, this was a year like no 
other.

Below the surface, however, various 
currents added a further degree of  
poignancy to the fourth annual Leading 
Women/Leading Girls Awards, hosted by 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard at 
Newmarket’s Old Town Hall on Thursday 
evening.

Mr. Ballard said it was an opportunity to 
make “very clear” why it is so important to 
highlight what our female leaders are doing 
to make the world a better place.

“We know that gender inequality persists 
worldwide and, because of  that, women 
and girls are deprived of  their very basic 
human rights and opportunities in too 
many places,” he said. “Without a doubt, 
the healthy mind and body of  an educated 
girl with equal access to opportunities grow 
into strong, smart women…who can take 
leadership roles in their communities and 
their country. For a stronger future, it is 
important today that we focus on women 
and leadership.”

In 2000, he said, the United Nations set 
eight Millennium goals to measure success 
in areas ranging from health, education and 
alleviating poverty. While there was indeed 
some progress ahead of  the target date of  
2015, there is still much to do in that women 
and girls “continue to suffer discrimination 
and violence in every part of  the world.”

This community is certainly not immune, 
and Mr. Ballard underscored the fact that 
human trafficking is very much a York 
Region problem as well.

“It is a vastly underreported crime and 
we all need to be aware that Ontario is a 
major centre for trafficking in Canada,” 
he said. “According to Ontario’s Ministry 
of  the Status of  Women, about two thirds 
of  cases of  missing girls in Ontario are 
linked to human trafficking. In response 
to these horrendous statistics, the Ontario 
government implemented a strategy to 
end human trafficking. It aims to increase 
awareness and coordination of  efforts to 
fight human trafficking, improve survivors’ 
access to services and enhance justice sector 
initiatives. The strategy includes the diverse 
views of  survivors.

“We spend a lot of  time with people 
who have been through this meat grinder; 
frontline community agencies, public 
safety representatives and indigenous 
organizations. Supporting survivors, 
providing safeguards to those at risk 
of  human trafficking, these are part of  
Ontario’s vision to ensure that everyone in 
this Province can live in safety, free from the 
threat of  fear or experience of  exploitation 
and violence.

“Last year, Ontario passed the anti-
human trafficking act which will increase 
protection for survivors of  trafficking 
and make it easier for survivors to pursue 
compensation. The act enables people 
affected by human trafficking, including 
people who have been trafficked, or are 
at risk of  being trafficked, to apply for 
restraining orders to protect themselves 
and their children from traffickers. It also 
makes it possible for survivors to sue their 
traffickers for compensation through civil 
court in order to help survivors restore and 
rebuild their lives.”

Gender-based violence also remains a 
serious issue, with the Province responding 
with a new strategy to improve services 
and support for victims. This includes a 
$240 million strategy to combat sexual and 
domestic violence. Measures also include 
funding to provide free legal advice to 
those looking to report assault anywhere 
across the Province, a further $84 million 
to support community-based counselling, 
emergency shelters, transitional housing 
and more supports. 

“One of  the things we have been talking 
about at Queen’s Park is around income 
inequality,” he added. “Young girls entering 
our workforce and women already in the 
workforce really do experience income 
inequality. To the extent that income is 
distributed equally in any given country, 
including here in Ontario, income 
distribution is an important indicator of  

equity in an economy and has implications 
for other social outcomes like crime and life 
satisfaction.

“As a government, it is very important 
to develop social programs, that we tackle 
issues like gender wage gaps, the difference 
in earning between women and men in the 

workforce, closing these gaps and providing 
women with equal opportunity in the 
workforce is significant for the economy, 
including boosting Ontario’s gross domestic 
product. Women make up nearly half  
of  Ontario’s workforce. The number of  
women entrepreneurs, small business 

owners, community workers, educators, 
health sector workers, corporate leaders, 
continues to rise and this contributes to the 
growth of  our economy.

“When we have 51 per cent of  a country’s 
population not getting a fair shake, we have 
to do something.”
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We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.Screen/LCD Replacements

iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
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iPhone 8 Screen/LCD $170
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iPhone 4/4S $30
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iPhone 6/6S $50
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iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60
iPhone 8 $70
iPhone 8 Plus $80
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Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@416Fonefix.com (905) 715-0169 

emilyburt@416Fonefix.com (289) 383-3182

was going up and their wages simply 
weren’t. And, as any parent would, they 
worried most about what that meant for 
their kids and their future. 

“We wanted to do more to alleviate 
this anxiety by giving our working 
families a little extra help at the end 
of  each month. Today, nine out of  
ten families have more money in their 
pockets for things like new skates or 
hockey camp. The CCB now helps 
more than six million children and their 
families. It has helped with hundreds of  
thousands of  kids out of  poverty since 
its inception in 2016. That is what real 
change looks like.”

Donning purple to mark International 
Women’s Day, Mr. Trudeau was flanked 
by Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Leona Alleslev and Newmarket-
Aurora MP Kyle Peterson for last week’s 
announcement, during which he said 
the Federal Government’s plan to “grow 
the economy by supporting the middle 
class” has “actually worked better than 
planned,” allowing them to bring forward 
their plans to index the CBB to inflation.

“That means when the cost of  
groceries goes up, so will the benefit 
cheques families receive each month,” 
he said. “In 2017, a single mom earning 
$35,000 with two kids aged three and 
eight received $11,125 tax free through 
the CCB. $3,535 more than under the 
previous system. Indexing the benefit two 
years earlier than originally planned will 
contribute $560 towards the increasing 
cost of  raising their children through the 
2019-2020 benefit year.

“This single parent will be able to 
use this additional money for things like 
summer camps and she will, in turn, be 
in a better position to advance her career 
to her own terms. In Budget 2018 we’re 
building on the progress we’ve made 
since the beginning of  our mandate while 
putting a special focus on ensuring all 

Canadians fully and equally participate 
in the economy.”

He said he has heard firsthand from 
parents when he visits community centres 
like the SARC how the benefit is making 
a difference in the lives of  their kids. 

“The extra money is giving people 
more confidence about their own future, 
their kids’ future, more money for their 
daily expenses,” he said. “I’ll be honest 
with you: every now and then I talk to 
someone maybe working behind the 
counter at a place like this or someone 
who just approaches me in the streets 
and says, ‘I’ve seen firsthand what the 
CCB has done for our school, for our 
community. The impact this child benefit 
has done for low income parents to 
middle income families who are getting 
ahead and getting benefits, [but] I don’t 
have any kids, I’m working really hard, 
how are you helping me out?’

“That is why in Budget 2018, we are 
moving forward with enhancement to the 
Canada Workers Benefit, which is helping 
low income folks in the workforce make 
more money to be able to incentivize 
them to stay in the workforce or get into 
the workforce if  they have fallen out of  it. 

“Whether it is the Canada Child 
Benefit, or the Canada Workers Benefit, 
our focus in this budget and on every 
budget and every day that we serve 
Canadians is focused on helping the folks 
that need a little extra boost so they can 
be confident about their future; they can 
contribute to growing their communities 
and build a better, stronger economy for 
us all.”

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you know exactly how 
much money you need to  
retire comfortably? 

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are 
three questions you need to ask yourself: 

•  Do I have a written financial plan? 
•  Is my investment portfolio on the right track? 
•  Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact  
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your 
retirement plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Trudeau announces changes to Child Benefit joined 
by local families

The PM was flanked at Thursday’s announcement by Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill MP Leona Alleslev and Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service
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When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
MARCH 10 – APRIL 28

The Aurora Cultural Centre presents Hooked on Tradition, 
an exhibition featuring the work of the Newmarket Rug 
Hooking Guild. Hooked rugs tell stories about events, people 
and communities. Besides their historical interest, they are 
visually compelling to audiences of all ages. They range 
from functional to decorative in use, and from primitive to 
modern in style. The Aurora Cultural Centre is pleased to 
present an exhibition of over 100 traditional hooked rugs 
created by members of the Newmarket Rug Hooking Guild.

MARCH 12 – 16
Gift Shop Extravaganza weekdays at Hillary House: 

Looking for something to do? Looking for a gift for 
someone? More new and used items have arrived. Come 
see for yourself! We continue to have china, glass, used 
books, fabric tote bags, jewelry, and several Aurora-related 
books including  Hillary House, The Story of Dr. Strange, 
An Aurora ABC, andPostcards of Olde Aurora. Newmarket 
books include  Stories of Newmarket, An Old Ontario 
Town  and  Newmarket, The Heart of York Region. Books 
by Kelly Mathews include  Eaton Hall  and  The Road to 
Marylake. 15372 Yonge Street, Aurora   aurorahs.com.

THURSDAY, MARCH 15
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network – Newmarket 

Support Group meets tonight from 6.30 – 9 p.m. at the 
Newmarket Seniors’ Meeting Place. 474 Davis Drive. This 
is a peer-to-peer group session with open discussions 
regarding the disease, treatments and individual outcomes. 
Spouses are welcome. For more information, call 905-473-
2688.

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre hosts Jillian Jiggs Family 

Theatre for March Break today from 2 – 3.15 p.m.  To some, 
Miss Jiggs might come across as a young lady who doesn’t 
want to clean her room. In fact that is not the case at all. She 
really, really does wants to clean her room, and has every 
intention of doing so. That was until something caught her 
eye. A broom, a scrap piece of paper, buttons, rubber gloves, 
card board boxes, duvets. All of these things may seem like 
just household objects to some, but not to Jillian. No, these 
are wigs worn by famous people, or sails on a pirate ship, 
noses on pigs, chickens on the loose or robots just waiting 
to come alive. After the show, join the cast in the Great Hall 
for “Making Pigs with Jillian Jiggs,” an art activity workshop 
for the whole family. This event is included in the ticket 
price, and provides a great reminder of the day! For more, 
including ticket information, visit auroraculturalcentre.ca or 
call 905-713-1818.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16
Theatre Aurora goes green for St. Patrick’s Day. Come 

out and enjoy the night with Theatre Aurora friends, 
featuring trivia, karaoke, prizes, cash bar and special Irish 
treats. For more, visit www.theatreaurora.com or call 905-

727-3669. Theatre Aurora is located at 150 Henderson Drive.

SATURDAY, MARCH 17
The Knights of Columbus will host a St. Paddy’s Day Pub 

Night this evening from 7.30 p.m. to 12 midnight at Our 
Lady of Grace Catholic Church’s Lynett Hall. Tickets are $10 
and proceeds benefit Southlake Regional Health Centre’s 
rehabilitation services. DJ, cash bar, and dance performance 
by the Irish Dance Studio Dancers.

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
Writers’ Community of York Region: Barbara Trendos 

didn’t set out to write a book. She wanted to fill in the 
gaps of her father’s story. In doing so she ended up writing 
“Survival (My Father’s War as an Air Force Gunner and 
POW)”.   Years after she started, she published the story 
herself.   Attend the WCYR monthly meeting on March 18 
to hear about Barbara’s self-publishing journey. Learn 
about the challenges she faced and how she turned her 
book into a publishing success. All are welcome. 1 – 4 p.m. 
Newmarket Community Centre. wcyork.ca.

* * * * 
Spring is in the air and Windfall Ecology Centre will 

host a free Nature Pop Up with creative self-directed play 
at Shepphard’s Bush. All weather outdoor activities, have 
some fun, meet new friends. Have fun creating a messy, 
mucky adventure playground. 2 – 4 p.m. 93A Industrial 
Parkway South. 905-727-0497x114. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
The Aurora Community Café is open today – and 

each Wednesday – from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, located at the corner of Victoria and 
Mosley (Entrance off Victoria). Now serving lunch, along 
with fresh baked goods, lunch, coffee, tea, juice, a DJ and 
live music.

THURSDAY, MARCH 22
The Bond Lake Public School Concert Band invites you 

for two evenings of fun, food, and fundraising at Boston 
Pizza Aurora on Thursday, March 1 and Thursday, March 22 
between 5.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m.  Come out and support 
the Band in their quest to o attend the 2018 MusicFest 
Canada Nationals in Toronto this May! “Last year, our 
band achieved Gold Plus status at the York Region Music 
Alive Festival which also earned us an official invitation 
to perform at the 46th annual MusicFest Canada festival. 
This national competition takes place at the University of 
Toronto in May, and it features bands from all over the 
country.”

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
John Sheard presents Wendell Ferguson tonight at the 

Aurora Cultural Centre from 8 – 10.15 p.m. Guitar magician 
Wendell and piano maestro John push the boundaries of 
great music and good taste. Their special guest vocalist Terra 
Hazelton will keep it all respectable. For ticket information, 
visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.
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DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

TECH SUPPORT

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

MORTGAGE

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing
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Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

KARATE
NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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BANK SAYS
...WE SAY

•MORTGAGE ARREARS  •TAX ARREARS 
•CONSOLIDATE DEBT

Mortgage Specialist: Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
Email: Nella.Centum@gmail.com    Call or Text: 416-992-5104

Centum Mortgage Brokerage License: 10266

1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 
& SECURED PRIVATE LOANS
1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 1st, 2nd, 3rd MORTGAGES 

BANK SAYS
...WE SAY

•MORTGAGE ARREARS  •TAX ARREARS 
•CONSOLIDATE DEBT

Mortgage Specialist: Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
Email: Nella.Centum@gmail.com    Call or Text: 416-992-5104

Centum Mortgage Brokerage License: 10266

YOU WILL DIE 
Who Are You Protecting?

Protect what you value most.

LYNETTE LATINSKY 
Senior Financial Advisor   |   lynette.fi nance@rogers.com

Cell: (416) 417-3224  

Life • Critical Illness • Long Term Care • Disability 
Mortgage • Medical • Dental • Group Insurance

ITS GLOBAL TECH On-Site
IT Computer Technical Support   ⎜  Home/Small Business

Call Abraham Solomon Any Time 24/7

www.itglobaltech.ca   ⎜  Email: itglobaltech98@gmail.com

• Viruses, Spyware and Malware 
• Online Data Backup 
• Full Network and Desktop Support 
• Microsoft Offi ce 365 (Outlook) 
• Video and Audio Support 
• Applications Support 

• Slow or Freezing Computers 
• PC Tune Up 
• Setup and Confi gure WIFI 
• Microsoft offi ce 2010, 2016 
• Windows XP, 7, 8, 10 support 
• Internat Browsers Support

647-970-6583
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site su-
pervisor for the York 
Region area. Please 
email resume to: 
stepheno@intercity-
realty.com fax: 905-
597-0493   office: 905-
597-0227.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS MEAT PROCESSING facility from 
Arthur immediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with 
a minimum of 2 to 3 years of direct hands on experience in meat cut-
ting and processing. Duties include cutting and sectioning of meat, 
skinning and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into specialized cuts and preparing for wholesale and 
retail sales. HS diploma or equivalent required. Positions offered are 
permanent full time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-
2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

From page 11

AURORA BASED 
SALON FOR 
LEASE Hair sa-
lon owner is look-
ing to lease a chair 
while offering a fully  
furnished hair salon 
for lease. Prospective 
lessee is to furnish his/
her supplies. $2500. 
Plus hst  Interested 
persons please con-
tact - daphneieraci@
hotmail.com or 905-
841-0576

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  

CARRIERS NEEDED
 to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

Earn money while getting exercise. 

 Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

Special Olympics in Aurora has openings in the following 
volunteer roles:

Treasurer (Executive position, 2-3 hours/week)

• Accounting or bookkeeping experience preferred

• Knowledge of Excel

Volunteer Coordinator (Executive position, 3-5 hours/week) 

• Oversee the volunteer placement process 

• Strong organizational, administrative, and interpersonal 
skills

Special Olympics is dedicated to enriching the lives of indi-
viduals with an intellectual disability through sport.

Reply: aurora.coordinator@specialolympicsontario.ca 

AURORA BEAUTY 
SALON- chair for 
rent or esthetician 
room Yonge Street 
location. Interesed 
persons please call 
905-841-0576 or 
daphneieraci@hot-
mail.com

CYNERGY
Mechanical Ltd.

WE ARE HIRING SKILLED TRADES

We are a very successful, established 
HVAC/R and Plumbing services

company that is rapidly expanding.

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FULL-TIME:
G1 & 313A Mechanics

Lead Hand Plumbers (306A)
G1 Gas Fitters (Journeyman) – Construction

WE OFFER:
3 Scholarship Opportunities

3 Industry Leading Wages & Benefits
3 Hands On Training
3 Company Vehicle
3 Career Growth

Submit your resume today!
careers@cynergymechanical.ca

DO YOU 
NEED 

A 
CLEANING 

LADY? 

Call Judith 

905-713-2727

Honest, 
hardworking,

enjoys  
cleaning, and 

has been 
cleaning for 

over 25 years 

in 2014, Chicago has inked older 
brother Tyler to a one-year deal, 
perhaps forming the NHL’s next 
sibling combo when Dylan graduates 
this season.

The Aurora-born brothers, three 
years separated in age, both took 
the American collegiate route to pro 
hockey after stints in the OJHL, Tyler 
with the Newmarket Hurricanes and 
Dylan with the Aurora Tigers.

Four successful years at Dartmouth 
College, including two while wearing 
the ‘C’ in his junior and senior years, 
were followed by two straight seasons 
of  toiling around in the minor pro 
ECHL for Tyler.

It was only after earning a chance 
with the AHL’s Rockford IceHogs 
this season, the Blackhawks AHL 
affiliate, that Tyler has been able to 
show top brass the speed and scoring 
abilities similar to his top prospect 
brother.

Tyler impressed Hawks 
management by leading the IceHogs 
in scoring this season, notching 
sixteen goals in his first year, enough 
to earn the winger the $650,000 
contract.

“Thank you to everybody, 
especially my family, for the support 
through the years,” said Tyler. 
“Dreams do come true.”

The move comes just one month 

before Dylan, current assistant 
captain at Northeastern University 
and third in all of  NCAA Division 
I scoring, will have to make the 
decision to sign with the Hawks or 
become a free agent.

As a senior, the talented young 
centreman has the option to test the 
waters rather than sign with the team 
who took him in the sixth round of  
the 2014 Draft. 

With 52 points in 33 games this 
season, and a Spengler Cup gold 
medal to his name, Sikura has become 
a top priority for the struggling 
Blackhawks, who are hoping to put 
pen to paper before the end of  the 
month.

“I’m not trying to bother Dylan 
so much,” said Blackhawks general 
manager Stan Bowman recently. “I 
have spoken to his family advisor, 
I guess. He doesn’t have an agent 
since he’s a college kid. But we’ve 
had some discussions about how that 
would look and when he would be 
here. That’s definitely our plan.”

“He’s got some real good patience 
and play-recognition,” he said. “Got 
some quickness to his game. But he’s 
really improved over the years (at 
Northeastern).”

If  all goes to Bowman and his 
staff ’s plan, Sikura will be in a 
Blackhawks uniform before the end 
of  the NHL season.

Sikura brothers forging a path 
with NHL’s Blackhawks
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15
YEARS

15
YEARS

15
YEARS

He’s earned every grey hair! But that’s the 
price you pay for brewing great beer!

Cheers to 15 years of great beer!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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