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WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Design work to get underway on new 
recreation centre

“Strangers with 
the Same Dream” 
selected for One 

Book One Aurora 
2018

Acclaimed novel by Alison Pick looks at 
early foundations of modern Israel

By Brock Weir

The selection has been in the works 
for some months, but a recent move 
by U.S. President Donald Trump to 
recognize Jerusalem as the capital of  
Israel has lent both a sense of  urgency 
and timeliness – and certainly no 
shortage of  discussion points – for 
2018’s One Book One Aurora campaign.

              Med-Spa
Opening soon on 
beautiful Wellington Street 
in downtown Aurora. 

This spectacular new building will be the new home of York Vein and Laser Clinic. 
Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic medicine and vein care, 

and adding a luxurious day spa.

www.yorkvein.com  |  905-853-3200

NewNew

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 2003

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding 
areas for 
23 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

HITTING THE GROUND RUNNING – The New Year brings with it a Provincial election and be-
fore the 2018 campaign officially kicked off, Progressive Conservative leader Patrick Brown (second 
from right) visited Aurora to congratulate the Legion on another year’s success writing Christmas 
cards to service personnel. Pictured here with the leader are Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill PC 
candidate Michael Parsa, Legion president Ken White, and Newmarket-Aurora PC candidate Charity 
McGrath. For more, see Page 8.                          Auroran photo by Brock Weir

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 20

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300
15480 Bayview Ave. 

905-503-3300
Santafepizza.ca

Topping Pizza $16
only

99
3Large

& our signature 
Cheese Bread!

Santafepizza.ca 

By Brock Weir

Sports groups have weighed in, 
Council has set the budget, now the 
public at large will sound off  as well 
as Aurora begins design work on a new 
recreation centre.

Last month, Council approved the 
2018 Budget. Within this year’s Capital 
Budget is a $2.4 item which will be 
used to hire an architect to begin 

detailed design work on a new multiuse 
recreation complex.

According to Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Operations, the Town has 
eyed land on Bloomington Avenue 
West, just north of  Cardinal Carter 
Catholic High School as a possible site 
for the new facility.

But, if  that land currently owned by 
Infrastructure Ontario is not ultimately 
available, Mr. Downey says there is not, 

at the moment, a Plan B.
“Knowing that might be a potential 

site, I have already reached out to 
find out if  there are any partnership 
opportunities between Cardinal Carter 
and ourselves,” says Mr. Downey. “I am 
going to continue to explore that either 
until that location is solidified and I can 
step those conversations up or, if  we 
look at someplace else.

GOING OUT WITH A BANG 
2017, Canada’s 150 Year, went out with a literal 
bang on Sunday night with a spectacular fire-
works display at the Aurora Family Leisure Com-
plex. The lightshow was the final event in a full 
roster of activities all around Aurora designed to 
mark the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confed-
eration. The fireworks took place as part of Family 
First Night and, inside, Samantha, Isaiah, Terrence 
and Tyson (inset) help welcome 2018. For more, 
see Page 17. 

Auroran photos 
by Glenn Rodger
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, January 9 9:30 a.m. Newmarket   Joint Council Committee
Wednesday, January 10 4 p.m. Holland Room  Accessibility Advisory Committee
Wednesday, January 10 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, January 11 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment
Wednesday, January 17 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please   
visit aurora.ca.

Public Notices What’s Happening

2 a.m. to 6 a.m. overnight parking 
restrictions 
Please be aware  that the 2016/2017 overnight parking pilot 
program has ended. Our bylaw states that cars must be off 
the road between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. between November 
15 and April 15.  Winter road maintenace may take place 
several days before and after a weather event.  
 
The Town of Aurora is committed to ensuring safe travel on 
our roadways. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

Notice of service disruptions
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex:

Public skating times will be cancelled on January 6 and 7 due to 
a tournament. For more information, visit aurora.ca/news.
 

Register now for winter programs & 
aquatics
The Winter 2018 Parks, Recreation and Culture Program Guide  
has been distributed to all residents via the Banner Newspaper.  
 
Registrations are open for winter programs and aquatics.  
To register, visit aurora.ca/recguide. 

 
IMPORTANT: Waste and recycling  
collection dates have changed for 2018 
Please see the full-page ad in this week’s Auroran  
newspaper describing the waste collection map changes. For 
more information, visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.

 
 
 
 
 
 

January skylight gallery artist 
The skylight gallery will feature the works of Cathy Fairs & 
Karen Duplisea in a gallery show called How The Light Gets 
In.  
 
Both artists have studied at home and abroad, each 
approaching the canvas differently.  
 
The artwork on display will feature a variety of still life, 
landscape and portraitures using charcoal, oil on canvas and 
panel.  
 
This show will emphasize how important it is to capture the 
light in whatever subject you choose to paint or draw.  
 
Visit the Skylight Gallery to see this exciting exhibit.Regular 

ARCTIC

ADVENTURE
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Aurora Town Park • 49 Wells Street

Proudly sponsored by

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
BATTLE OF THE CHAINSAWs and more!

• FAMILY ACTIVITIES •
Mini snow-tubing • BODY ZORBS

CHILDRENS’ INFLATABLES • ICE FISHING
OUTDOOR SKATING (WEATHER PERMITTING)

• HELMETS ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED •

905-726-4762
aurora.ca/arcticadventure
#AuroraArcticAdventure

©State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Automobile
Insurance Company, used under license by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

CELEBRATE  FAMILY  DAY AT

A U R O R A’ S

All

Activities
are
free

Club Aurora open house on January 20 

Join the fitness staff on January 20 at Club Aurora’s Open 
House from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This exciting event will include 
great giveaways, demos, free classes and much more. For 
more information, visit aurora.ca/fitness. 
 
Club Aurora wellness seminar – Agility 
and Coordination training for the older 
adult 

Register today for Club Aurora’s wellness seminar Agility 
& Coordination Training for the older adult on Saturday, 
January 20 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the AFLC.  For more 
information, visit aurora.ca/fitness.

2017 textile pilot program has ended

 Thank you for participating in the 2017 textile pilot  
program. The door-to-door textile pick up program has 
ended. 

 Textile boxes are still in place at the following locations:

• Aurora Community Centre, 1 Community Centre Lane

• Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 135 Industrial Parkway    
North

• Aurora Public Library, 15145 Yonge Street

Visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling for updates about 
textile boxes in Aurora or call Access Aurora at 905-727-
1375.

What’s Happening

 
Update on outdoor ice rinks

Outdoor ice rinks located at Town Park and Ada Johnson 
Park are now open for skating.  
 
Town staff are working to construct the rinks at 
Confederation Park and Machell Park.  
 
For more information, please contact the Parks division at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

2018 Christmas tree collection

 The Christmas tree collection will take place during the 
week of January 22, 2018.

The tree cannot be larger than 6 ft (1.8 m). If it exceeds 
this size, the tree must be cut in two and bundled.

All decorations, lights, tinsel, nails, stands and tree bags 
MUST be removed to ensure collection.

Please make sure the tree is clear of snow banks to allow 
for easy pick-up. Thank you for your cooperation!

Vote on the Armoury logo concept
 
We’re giving the Armoury, Aurora’s historical gathering 
space, a fresh look and feel in 2018.  
 
Located in the historic Town Park, the renovated Armoury 
will become a vibrant community gathering space and home 
to a world-class training facility specializing in  
culinary skill building, commercial brewing and viticulture.

Get involved in the vision of the Armoury, and vote on your 
favourite logo. Visit aurora.ca and check under the news and 
notices section for voting information.

The deadline to submit your vote on the logo is Friday, 
January 5 by 4:30 p.m.

Town of Aurora
905-727-1375 • marriage@aurora.ca • aurora.ca/civilmarriage

Looking for an elegant and affordable

The Town of Aurora is pleased to offer non-religious wedding services for your special day.
Civil marriage ceremonies are usually held in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall.

Our ceremonies are a favourite for couples planning a destination wedding
and wanting to make their marriage legal.

Please visit aurora.ca/civilmarriage to find out more
about our types of ceremonies, fees and available dates.

place to get married?

Aurora Museum & Archives open  
audition call
 
 The Aurora Museum & Archives is seeking interest from 
local performers for the upcoming production of the 
Temple of Fame to be held on Mother’s Day weekend, 
May 11-13, 2018.  
 
Auditions are being held on Saturday, January 13. For 
more information, visit aurora.ca/museum. 

Notice Board
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Continued on page 19

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on:  Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

The Town of Aurora has received the following applications under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted Complete Applications for Official Plan Amendment, Zoning       
  By-law Amendment and Draft Plan of Subdivision to allow the development of a residential  
  Draft Plan of Subdivision with 50 single detached lots.

PROPERTY:  132-198 Old Bloomington Road

  

 
LEGAL DESC.: Lots 12 and 14 and Part of Lots 10, 11 and 13, Registered Plan 166

APPLICANT: 2523059 Ontario Inc.        

FILE NUMBER: OPA-2017-05, ZBA-2017-07, SUB-2017-03

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Marty Rokos of the Planning and Building Services  
  department at 905-727-3123 extension 4350, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and  
  4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building Services department  
  at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to    
  the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06), Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06), Plan of Subdivision (o. Reg. 544/06) 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the by-law is passed, and the approval 
authority gives or refuses to give approval to the Draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body is not entitled 
to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora or the Regional Municipality of York, as the case may 
be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the by-law is passed, and the approval 
authority gives or refuses to give approval to the Draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body may not 
be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the 
Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law or of 
the refusal of a request to amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-law and the decision of the Town of Aurora 
in respect of the proposed Plan of Subdivision, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the 
attention of the Director of Planning and Building Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 4th day of January, 2018.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on:  Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

The Town of Aurora has received the following application under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The Owners have submitted Applications for Draft Plan of Subdivision and Zoning By-law  
  Amendment to allow the development of 25 single detached residential lots as an easterly  
  extension of River Ridge Boulevard.

PROPERTY:  323 River Ridge Boulevard  

  

 
LEGAL DESC.: Block 156, Plan 65M-4485; Block 231, Plan 65M-3971; and Block 164, Plan 65M-3946

APPLICANT: Shimvest Investments Ltd., Prato Estates Inc., and Preserve Homes Corp.

FILE NUMBER: SUB-2017-04 and ZBA-2017-09

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Caitlin Graup of the Planning and Development   
  Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am  
  and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Development Services  
  department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca  
  prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Zoning By-law (O.Reg. 545/06), Plan of Subdivision (o. Reg. 544/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, or before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval 
to the draft plan of Subdivision, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of 
the Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board. 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, or before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to 
the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal 
before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so. 

If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, and/
or proposed Draft Plan of Subdivision you must make a written request to the Town of Aurora to the attention of 
the Director of Planning and Development Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 4th day of January 2018.

Canada 150 medals honour community’s unsung heroes
By Brock Weir

They are fuelled by a passion for 
community, but they often put this 
passion in action quietly and with 
little fanfare. That all changed this 
fall, however, when Newmarket-
Aurora MP Kyle Peterson honoured 
150 residents of  the riding with a 
special medal to mark a very special 
occasion.

The best and brightest volunteers 
from Newmarket-Aurora filled 
Northridge Community Church 

as one member of  the community 
for each of  Canada’s 150 years 
was recognized for their “unsung” 
heroism.

Whether they have worked behind 
the scenes as advocates for food 
security, seniors, or LGBTQ rights, 
each of  the 150 individuals were, after 
a call for nominations was put out this 
past summer, nominated by members 
of  the community at large for their 
“outstanding volunteer service and 
dedication to the community.”

“We wanted people who contribute 

to the community on a regular basis 
and just help make Newmarket-
Aurora a better place to live through 
their own volunteer efforts,” says 
Mr. Peterson looking back on the 
ceremony. “What struck me was the 
number of  people I hadn’t heard 
of, the unsung heroes who were 
nominated. It was great to learn 
about so many organizations and 
great people in the community that 
a lot of  people don’t even know are 

around and all the great work people 
are doing.”

What struck Mr. Peterson about 
each of  the recipients, he says, was 
a common refrain when he presented 
them with the medals themselves. 
More often than not they said, “I 
can’t believe I was nominated” or “I 
don’t even know why [my name] was 
put forward.”

“It was just the humility of  
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

2018 is here.
You’re either holding steadfast to 

your resolutions, long-standing since 
the start of  2017, or made in haste 
as the hours ticked down on Sunday 
night. Heck, maybe your resolutions 
are already out the window and you’ve 
set a more feasible target for 2019.

However you celebrated your New 
Year’s, I hope it signals the start of  a 
healthy and happy year ahead. 

In the lead-up to the holiday season, 
I unusually had two requests to rerun a 
column that was received with almost 
universal positivity last year. Also 
unusually, both requests came from 
almost the exact same demographic: 
parents of  young adults who had come 
home for the season, fresh from their 
first years at university or college 
and, instead of  using the time to 
reconnect with their family, used the 
time glued to the screen to reconnect 
with friends who were also returning 
home. 

It would, they said, be a good parting 
gift for their kids as they go back to 
student life and although it might be 
too late for them to get a hard copy 
at home, I am only too happy to help 
these parents wherever I can. 

So here, slightly revised from 
originally published on October 12, is 
“Life through a viewfinder.”

Do you ever get the feeling that 
you’re missing out on a part of  life?

I’d put money on the possibility 
you’ve probably experienced that 
feeling one way or another. It might 
come in the form of  regret over a 
decision taken, or perhaps not taken. 
It might come from an opportunity 
which, in hindsight, has the patina of  
an opportunity squandered.

Maybe it was a project on which 
you didn’t quite push your kids hard 
enough, or maybe pushed them too 
hard, leading them to duck under 
your arm into another direction; or 
a situation that would have turned 
out wholly differently if  you had 
the ability to answer that age-old 
question, “If  I knew then, what I 
know now…”

Okay, so we’ve probably all 
experienced one or a combination of  
these things but recently I have been 
wondering whether the elements of  
life I have been missing out on have 
been right in front of  my eyes.

The cause? Right there in my left 
pocket.

I didn’t quite understand it at the 
time.

It was 2007. I was in Rwanda on 
a journalism exchange through 
Carleton University with a group 
of  approximately 12 of  my fellow 

journalism students. Based in Kigali, 
we were fanned out through various 
media outlets in the developing 
country to carry out a variety of  tasks 
during the weeks but the weekends 
were largely our own. 

A popular activity for any groups 
of  visitors to the country was trekking 
up the mountains to get up close and 
personal – and a respectful distance 
– with a rare population of  gorillas. 
They were excursions taken by our 
groups in shifts, groups often leaving 
every week or two.

One day, around the midpoint of  
my internship, we saw off  a group 
of  three or four as they set off  for the 
well-worn path up the mountain.

As each trip produced different 
results we encouraged everyone to 
take as many pictures as they could.

Most did, except for one of  my 
female contemporaries.

She came back with just one or two 
shots in her camera.

Most of  us were aghast and 
peppered her with questions. Although 
I can’t remember the full barrage of  
questions she faced, they can perhaps 
be best summed up in a double-
barrelled shot: “This was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity? Are you crazy?”

“I wanted to experience it,” she said 
calmly. “I didn’t want to just see it all 
through my camera.”

Most of  us brushed this off  as 
nonsense, but I’m starting to think 
she was ahead of  her time – well, 
ahead of  our time.

The older I get, the closer I am 
coming around to her side, and this 
feeling has really come to a boil over 
the last few weeks.

There have been plenty of  
opportunities to drive this point home.

The Toronto International Film 
Festival was one such example which 
gave me pause.

Through the ticket system this year 
I was lucky enough to score tickets 
to some of  the special premieres  at 
which the stars, directors, writers, 
and some of  the other cast and crew 
members would be in attendance. I was 
particularly excited to see individuals 
along the lines of  Judi Dench, Helen 

Mirren and Donald Sutherland plug 
their latest flicks up on stage right 
before my very eyes.

The time came, of  course, and 
so did the excitement. As it did, my 
iPhone came out, as I frantically 
thumbed my way to the Video option 
to capture it all for posterity. Mission 
accomplished. I had plenty of  raw 
material to toss up online, but they 
were in short vignettes of  maybe 20 – 
30 second intervals.

I could have gone whole hog and 
recorded the events in their entirety, 
but as I recorded I was surprised to 
find I was giving myself  a mental 
dressing down.

“You’re such an idiot!” I told myself  
in a tone that would have been more 
than caustic had I actually given voice 
to my words right then and there. 
“You have these legends of  stage and 
screen standing right there before 
your very eyes and you’re watching 
them through your phone like some 
cheap, blurry YouTube video.”

You know, I had to admit I was 
right. 

And yet, I didn’t quite listen to my 
own wise counsel.

The phone went down for a few 
minutes, my eyes took in what was 
actually before me, but I still felt 
the need to capture events here and 
there for posterity. I couldn’t imagine 
hurrying back into my phone to 
watch it any time soon and yet the 
compulsion was there. 

The same thing happened a few 
weeks later during the Invictus 
Games, albeit under slightly different 
circumstances. In this case, attending 
the Opening and Closing ceremonies, 
I had a particular request to do a 
Facebook live here and there for 
those who were unable to attend – or 
happened to be outside the country.

The same feeling washed over me. 
Here I was, immersed in an experience, 
but again looking at it through a 
phone. 

As an editor and reporter it is my 
job to be at any number of  events, 
whether it is taking a picture of  a 
particularly exciting project, getting 
that perfect shot at a ribbon cutting, 
or a candid moment that captures 
human emotion. And yet, in trying 
to secure those shots, you remove 
yourself  from a real experience.

How much of  life are we actually 
experiencing with our own eyes, and 
how much are we actually merely 
“experiencing” through a viewfinder? 
In this day and age where smartphones 
and other technology are becoming 
increasingly ubiquitous is this simply 
the new status quo, or do we need to 
reclaim our own reality?

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Empty Bowls proceeds 
will benefit over 1,100 
individuals in community

Reader supports Library 
Square concept

Welcoming Arms and Inn From the 
Cold would like to extend our most 
sincere thanks to the Pine Tree Potters 
Guild organizing committee and all its 
members for choosing us as recipients of  
their Empty Bowls fundraising event held 
on November 16.

Your very generous donation is 
indispensible to our mission to relieve 
hunger and homelessness in our 
community of  York Region.

Welcoming Arms, a registered charity, 
is an ecumenical outreach partnership of  
six churches, servingover 500 individuals 
each month through visits to our 
supportive programs. The proceeds from 
Empty Bowls will support the purchase of  
food vouchers, York Region Transit tickets 
as well as food for our meal programs. 

Inn From the Cold, also a registered 
charity, provides shelter and support 
services to the homeless and at risk of  
homelessness in York Region. Proceeds 
from this event will support the Drop-in 
Program which provides meals, clothing, 
and opportunities to engage with others, 
serving 600 people/year.

Empty Bowls was indeed a joyous 
event. We thank you for the invitation to 
participate in the setting-up, the lunch 
and the dinner. Guests and volunteers had 
a wonderful time.

On behalf  of  those in need in our 
community, we thank you for caring and 
sharing.

Welcoming Arms
Inn From the Cold
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(Re: “Lower” concept approved for  
Library Square, December 13)

I applaud the Town of  Aurora’s 
decision to approve a modified Option 2 
(the “lower” concept) over Option 1 for the 
Library Square re-design.

The debate over the two concepts had 
not come to my attention until I stumbled 
upon a Facebook post by the Aurora 
Public Library that urged patrons to 
support Option 1 of  the Library Square.

In a series of  posts that followed, 
the library argued that Option 2 was 
incompatible with accessibility. 

“Ontario has been a leader in promoting 
equal access to all with the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
(AODA). APL is committed to being 
an accessible resource for all ages and 
abilities,” the post read. “Please email 
our Town Councillors to keep our library 
accessible to all of  our customers - urge 
them to support Concept 1 for Library 
Square!”

I was infuriated that the library 
neglected to mention that in fact in any 
of  their posts that both of  the original 
proposals followed the AODA and 
accessibility bylaws. Instead, the APL 
implied that Option 2 was ableist and 
discriminatory.

Not only did the APL omit any mention 
of  the pros or cons of  either proposal, 
but I fear that these posts misinformed 
library patrons to advocate for Option 
1, ergo propagating APL management’s 
own agenda.

It is ironic that the APL argues that 
accessibility is their top priority, when, 
for years library patrons have injured 
themselves in the parking lot due to 
dilapidated walkways and crumbling 
steps.

The APL has had sixteen years to 
increase accessibility for its patrons, but 
today it boasts only two accessible parking 
spaces in the back lot. 

At last Tuesday’s town council meeting, 
APL Board Chair Nancy Eveleigh Browne 
said that there is “only one chance to get 
this right” of  the library concept.

I agree wholeheartedly.
In choosing the modified Option 2, the 

Town has made clear that it prioritizes 
bringing together a community with 
this new project. Option 2 will yield a 
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Let’s take a break this week and 
temporarily put aside the goings on at 
the Trump White House, Queen’s Park 
and Parliament Hill and, instead, let’s 
consider something else – the wonderful 
Christmas lights on Aurora homes.

This is my fourth such edition 
undertaking this grand adventure on 
your behalf.

I was going to rather modestly call 
this sightseeing expedition the “Stephen 
Somerville Fantastically Grand Tour of  
Aurora Home Christmas Lights IV” or 
“SSFGTAHCLIV” for short. 

Unlike the other tours, this one 
would not cost you anything. Mind you, 
donations would be (and always are) 
welcome to the “Please Give Somerville 
a new 2018 450 hp Corvette Convertible 
Fund”. 

The focus of  this intended column has 
changed a few times over the past week.

My soon to be fourteen year old son, 
Ryan, and I were going to offer the 
readers a guided tour of  Christmas lights 
throughout Aurora. 

Then we decided to pick out just a few 
streets from each quadrant of  the Town, 
but now this column has evolved to just 
picking out, not the best light displays, 
as there is too many to choose from, but 
what we found interesting, or out of  the 
ordinary. 

It didn’t have to be the best, the most 
expensive or the most ostentatious display 
of  electrical creativity known to man; it is 
simply had to catch our eye.

We drove around for just over an 
hour. The route we took was bounded by 
Kennedy Street to the south, Bathurst 
to the west, Yonge to the east and on the 
north side of  St. John’s Side road in the 
Brentwood subdivision.

I kindly suggest doing this tour just 
after 8 pm – when it is dark but not too 
late that people will have turned off  their 
lights, or worse off  the police may think 

you are casing people’s homes.
Make sure to stop by your favourite 

coffee shop before you proceed.
Bring the kiddies along as well.
Then turn on some Christmas music in 

the car and settle in for your drive through 
the Aurora streets. 

Without further ado, here are some 
things that caught our eye on the tour, but 
it is not a Top 10 list by any means.

My son Ryan really liked the huge 
Christmas tree on the corner of  Oak 
Court and Mark Street. The tree had to be 
fifty feet high and it was covered in very 
colourful lights. The perimeter of  the 
house was covered in white lights. The 
home and tree looked wonderful against 
the freshly falling snow.

In the small Brentwood subdivision 
just north of  St. John’s Sideroad and near 
Bathurst Street, a number of  houses on 
Joseph Tuck Ct, just off  of  Woodlands 
Hills Blvd are very well done, with the 
lights on one home in particular standing 
out.

This one house had five trees in the 
front yard covered in bright lights and 
the house itself  was covered in different 
lights.

Off  of  Orchard Heights, on 
Meadowwood Drive near Chadburn, is 
a home with a number of  candy cane 
lights near the driveway, supported by 

a generous amount of  Christmas lights 
on the windows augmented by a ground 
based spotlight; a real masterpiece.

The lights on a number of  the homes on 
Kennedy Street West, near George Street 
were very impressive. There were three 
homes in a row that all used gold lights to 
cover the trees and the respective houses. 
It made for an awesome sight!

Ryan especially liked the colourful 
lights on the two houses on Cedar 
Crescent, near Mark Street.

The first home had lots of  lights 
mounted on the bushes in the front yard 
and the tree lit up in the front window of  
the house was very nice. The door frame 
was also accented with lights.

The second home, right across from the 
park, had a twenty foot high tree that was 
covered in lights accompanied by lots of  
flashing lights on the home itself.

Ryan I agreed that our favourite site 
was at the corner of  Cabot Court and 
Aurora Heights Drive.

The house had everything; 
They had thirteen inflatables including 

Santa, Snoopy, Olaf, and Mickey Mouse, 
among others. 

There were also lots of  colorful lights 
on the home.

Well done!
Please stop by and have a look for 

yourself  if  you get a chance.
I apologize for not visiting all parts of  

Aurora, but I wasn’t about to keep Ryan 
out too late – it was after all, a school night!

My sympathies to those of  you who 
have laboured over your lights and spent 
countless dollars and hours chasing 
perfection. Please mail any complaints 
of  omission, in triplicate, to both Mayor 
Dawe and the editor of  this paper.*

Cheers.

Happy New Year!
As 2018 begins and we look to the 

year ahead, it is also important to look 
back on the past year. 2017 was Canada’s 
150th birthday; a time to reflect on what 
we have achieved in our history, and 
to celebrate the values we share as a 
nation.

Canada 150 inspired all of  us to 
be part of  something bigger than 
ourselves, and to imagine a bold vision 
of  what our country could become. 
Although 2017 and Canada 150 have 
come to a close, in 2018 we continue 
working towards that big bold vision 
as we build our country for the next 150 
years.

NEW YEAR’S LEVEE! – JANUARY 20
Join my team and me on January 20 

from 1-3 pm at my office (12820 Yonge 
Street, Suite 202, in Richmond Hill) to 
celebrate the New Year with friends 
and family at our New Year’s Levee! 
Come enjoy hot chocolate and treats, 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
(Please contact my office beforehand if  
you have accessibility needs so that we 
can best accommodate you.)

2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
We still have much work ahead of  us, 

but here are some highlights of  what 
our government has accomplished this 
past year:

Jobs – Our government is working 
hard to support workers and their 
families. With the creation of  nearly 
600,000 jobs since October 2015, the 
unemployment rate has dropped to its 
lowest point in almost a decade, and we 
are making it easier for people to access 
the benefits and training they need 
while they look for work.

Small Business – Small businesses 
comprise more than 70 per cent of  
private employment and 30 per cent 
of  Canada’s GDP. Our government is 
giving small businesses an opportunity 

to grow and succeed by lowering the 
small business tax from 11% in 2015, 
10% in 2018 to 9% by 2019.

Middle Class – The Canada Child 
Benefit has been strengthened to make 
sure it keeps pace with the rising costs 
of  living, by making annual increases 
starting July 2018 –  two years ahead 
of  schedule. We are also improving 
access to Employment Insurance by 
eliminating the higher EI eligibility 
requirements that have restricted 
access for people who are working to 
enter or return to the labour market.

Youth – It is important that young 
Canadians have the opportunities 
they need to succeed. Our government 
has made significant investments to 
position Canadian youth to achieve 
their goals. Our government nearly 
doubled the number of  students who 
gained summer employment through 
the Canada Summer Jobs program to 
create over 30,000 more jobs for youth 
than in previous years.

Transit – Our government made 
a historic $28.7 billion investment in 
public transit systems, to provide more 
buses, and expand light rail transit 
and subway lines across the country 
including the Yonge Line subway 
extension north of  Finch, to help 
Canadians get around faster and keep 
the air we breathe cleaner. 

2018 PRIORITIES 
In addition to supporting the 

priorities of  our government, my 
responsibility as your Member of  
Parliament is to bring the concerns 
and suggestions from you, the citizens 
of  Aurora-Oak Ridges- Richmond Hill, 
to Ottawa. Many of  you have informed 
me that you would like me to place 
particular focus on the following areas:

Precarious employment – work to 
increase not only the quantity, but also 
the quality of  jobs and availability of  
skills training with a focus on youth.

Defence and security – ensure 
that the Canadian Armed Forces are 
equipped and prepared, to protect 
Canadian sovereignty, defend North 
America, support United Nations 
peace operations, and contribute to 
the strength of  our alliances, and the 
security of  our allies and coalition 
operations abroad.

Tax reform and government 
accountability – investigate ways to 
simplify and reform the tax process, 
and enhance efficiency and information 
sharing between federal government 
departments as well as transparency 
and accountability of  government 
service delivery.

Public transit and infrastructure 
– invest in communities including 
Aurora-Oak Ridges- Richmond Hill, 
to shorten commute times, cut air 
pollution, strengthen our communities, 
and grow our economy. 

If  there are other priorities you 
would like our government to focus, 
please let me know…

Contact Me! I look forward to hearing 
from you and trust that you will contact 
me with any matters that you feel are 
important at a federal level. Email: 
Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca. Phone: 905-
773-8358. Office: 12820 Yonge St., Suite 
202, Richmond Hill.

Aurora Christmas Lights IV

Looking Forward to 2018!
I hope you had a lovely holiday and 

a welcome break from the hustle and 
bustle of  everyday life.

As we look forward to this New Year, 
I am sure many of  us have made some 
resolutions (and others wisely eschew 
such things knowing how hard they 
are to keep).

I have been challenged by a rowing 
friend to give up sugar, alcohol and 
engage in 365 days of  fitness.  Its day 
two (as I am writing this) and so far 
so good...remaining cookies have been 
tossed out, there is no prosecco left in 
the house and I have started my winter 
training program in earnest.  So, a 
good start. 

Just as an FYI - the alcohol and sugar 
challenge is a 30 day cleanse, by the 
way...not an entire year!  I could give 
up cookies easily as I only eat them at 
Christmas and Easter (so I guess giving 
them up is kind of  cheating given that 
I wouldn’t be eating them anyway...). 
But prosecco? Not so much.  It is the 
only drink that I like and celebrations 
would be pretty crummy if  I couldn’t 
have a glass of  Prosecco. So, a thirty 
day moratorium on all fancy alcoholic 
fizzy drinks will have to suffice.

The workouts are another matter 
entirely.  I have a training program 
that I follow that takes me right 
through to the on water rowing 
season.  I have done a version of  this 
program for literally 20 years or so.  
It’s usually about 5 days a week of  
various workouts.  But there are times 
when you get a bit sick of  it and slack 
off  for a day or two – especially if  you 
go away on a holiday or when you have 
to do multiple long distance ergs. (60 
– 90 minute ergs are truly awful when 
you have to do them alone.  Yuck!)  So 
a 365 day challenge keeps you on track.

There’s something about crossing 
off  a list of  tasks (in this case days 
of  workouts) that is immensely 
satisfying. You can see your progress 
both literally and figuratively.

Of  course, having people to whom 
you have to be accountable certainly 
helps when taking on these challenges.  
As I said, I have friends from 
rowing who are doing this – and are 
accountable for it online via facebook. 
So, skipping a workout isn’t really an 
option. The fear of  public shaming is 
enough to make you keep going. Well, 
it is for me at least.

I am not usually a fan of  these type 
of  things as radical changes are rarely 
long lasting. Incremental change is 
usually the best route to take when 
working towards personal growth. But 
that’s the beauty of  the 365 day fitness 
challenge: It gives you a measurable 
– and achievable – goal for every day 
of  the year. It doesn’t have to be daily 
marathons either. It can be long walks 
in the woods. A bike ride. Skating at the 
park. A yoga class. Anything physical 
really as long as you’re moving.

Given how much time we all spend 
sitting – at our jobs, commuting, 
leisure – getting ourselves moving 
everyday is a worthwhile goal.

So happy 2018 everyone.  I hope it’s 
a great one!

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…

The Beginning of a New Year!

This postcard (83.46.45) was sent in 1915 and over a century later, 

the sentiment still rings true. 

From all of us at the Aurora Museum & Archives, 

Happy New Year!
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL
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Do you support a “lower” 
Library Square moving to  

the design phase?

Happy 2018 
everyone!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

(*Editor’s note: Or, just send pictures of your 
offerings to letters@auroran.com!)
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Waste collection dates
are changing

2018 Calendar
coming soon!

NEW TOOL
Don’t forget to use your address to populate 

your accurate collection day.

Visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling 
to access this new tool.

NEW COLLECTION MAP

Some waste and recycling collection schedules in Aurora will be changing as of January 1, 2018. Residents are encouraged
to review the map below, find their street name and check to see if their collection date has changed or has stayed the same.
Not all households are affected.  Visit the website aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling to access a new tool that will populate your
accurate collection day using your address.

These changes were implemented to increase efficiency and decrease missed collections. Residents can expect the same level of 
service for their curbside collection after the route changes.  

Residents are encouraged to download the My-Waste app to access waste and recycling information, set reminders and to 
receive notifications on important changes to waste and recycling programs. The My-Waste app can be downloaded from the 
App Store on your mobile device. For more information about the app, visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.
 
If you currently have the My-Waste app on your mobile device you will need to reset your new waste and recycling collection 
day on January 1, 2018.

The Town of Aurora appreciates your patience, understanding and cooperation throughout these changes. 

For more information, please call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375 or Green For Life (GFL) Environmental Inc. at 905-713-0005.

aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling
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Continued on page 9

If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. 
You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve 
your pain. But you fi nd the pain keeps 
returning.   Alternatively, the doctor 
may refer you to a specialist who may 
tell you that surgery is needed or is an 
option for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-infl ammatory drugs that 
include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate the 
body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased fl exibility and 
vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
effi cacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to 
their recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many

sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE 
consultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., 
Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

As the holiday season comes to a close, we sincerely thank 
you for keeping our patients in your thoughts during this 
busy time of year. 

Without you, Southlake would not be able to offer patients 
in our community the world-class care that they need, 
when they need it most. Your support during the holidays 
– and all year long – makes it possible for us to equip our 
hospital staff with the tools and equipment they need to 
make miracles happen.

From all of us at Southlake Foundation, thank you for 
your generosity and all the best in the New Year!

Thank you

Arden Krystal leads Southlake in a time of increasing 
growth and demand

By Brock Weir

Not many people get a crash 
course on their new workplace while 
standing in line for a new license 
plate, but that’s exactly what Arden 
Krystal received this fall when 
she mentioned Southlake Regional 
Health Centre.

Ms. Krystal, who comes to 
Southlake from British Columbia 
with over 30 years of  experience in 
the public health sector, took over as 
President and CEO of  the hospital 
this past October. 

Evidently, it’s a hospital whose 
reputation precedes it. While 
waiting in line to get her plates, she 
said she had a 10 minute talk about 
the hospital, its programs, and the 
warm feelings the clerk had towards 
the organization. But, that being 
said, she is coming into a hospital 
facing an increase on demand due to 
growth and, in turn, there are some 
areas feeling what she describes as a 
“strain.”

“It is evident when you walk 
through the hallways and through 
the Emergency Department and 
see the kinds of  volumes staff  are 
contending with,” she says. “Like 
other Emergencies across Canada, 
it is primarily related to new 
populations as well as our aging 
population. As people age, their 
number of  chronic diseases goes up 
and their need for health services 
goes up. It is really in the medical 
areas in particular where we’re 
noticing a kind of  strain.”

With a few months at the helm 
now under her belt, Ms. Krystal says 
she has been spearheading ongoing 
discussions with the hospital board, 
Southlake’s executive team, and 
several members of  staff  in town 
halls to get an idea of  the “needs 
and wants” within the Southlake 
community.

Although she says the Ministry 

of  Health & Long Term Care has a 
“patients first” mandate, she says 
she uses a different approach to 
achieve those ends. 

“For me, it is not about who is first 
or second, but how to we create the 
best patient experience possible,” 
she says. “For me, the way we do 
that is making sure staff  have the 
environment they need to essentially 
be happy at work. It means removing 
barriers to them doing their best 
work. It means supporting them 
through education and training. It 
means giving them the resources 
they need to do their jobs, like the 
right equipment. There are a lot of  
things I think we have an opportunity 
to do. That is the work I have done in 
my past and I think I can make a bit 
of  an imprint here at Southlake. 

“[Another focus], from a mid- 
to long-term perspective is really 
helping Southlake plan for the 
inevitable growth that will occur 
over time and needs to occur over 
time. That is through things like 
embarking on a new Five-Year 
Strategic Plan as well as starting 
some master site planning. It is 
obviously very important to think 
ahead around where our space needs 
will be and be really well positioned 
to move forward with these things 
when needed.”

Ms. Krystal came to Southlake as 
a resident of  Vancouver. There was 
some “head scratching” when she 
came on board at Southlake, she 
says, with people asking her what 
she knew not only about northern 
York Region and south Simcoe, but 
the needs of  the local community.

Yet, she says, she grew up in 
Abbotsford, a community not 
dissimilar to those which Southlake 
serves.

In both locales, there is a 
commitment from the community 
to its local hospital and this 

*Some conditions may apply

VICTOR CHETCUTI
Sales Representative

NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive 
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by 
visiting: www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 

ID# 2072 
For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation 

Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

Southlake 
President 
and CEO 

Arden Krystal

Photo courtesy of 
Southlake Regional 

Health Centre



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 4, 2018THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 4, 2018Page  8             Page 9

BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW  
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS.

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve 
parenting, support, and property issues 
arising from separating families. A practitioner 
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaff ney

Ahead of a marathon New Year, Brown pays tribute to letter project
By Brock Weir

Just days before the start of  the most 
important year in his political life, 
Progressive Conservative leader Patrick 
Brown was at the Aurora Legion with his 
two local candidates.

Together with PC candidates Charity 
McGrath (Newmarket-Aurora) and 
Michael Parsa (Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill), Mr. Brown met with Ken 
White, President of  the Aurora Branch 
of  the Royal Canadian Legion, to offer 
his congratulations on a local campaign 
which collected nearly 5,000 Christmas 
cards for Canadian men and women 
serving overseas. 

“I just want to say what Ken is doing 
here, and this project to send Christmas 
cards overseas is beautiful,” said Mr. 

Brown. “It has to be lonely serving 
overseas and to know you’ve got a 
community back home that is thankful 
and appreciative of  what you’re doing…is 
a great initiative out of  Aurora.”

Speaking with Mr. White, Mr. Brown 
shared his own experiences with the 
Legion – and found a common connection 
with the latter’s uncle, who headed the 
Barrie branch for a decade.

“I just think Legions are so important,” 
said Mr. Brown. “It gives a place for 
those who served to come, and it is an 
opportunity for the community to pay 
their respects for those who devote 
themselves to protecting our family.”

Mr. Brown’s stop in Aurora took place 
Wednesday, December 20, just over a week 
until the start of  2018. 

Looking ahead to this, the New Year, 
Mr. Brown told The Auroran that he was 
looking forward to “getting out around 
the Province” to tout what he and the 
Progressive Conservative party are 
calling “The People’s Guarantee” to get 
Ontario back on track.

“It’s a big province and I intend to get 
to every little inch of  the Province to talk 
about our plan to cut taxes for the middle 
class, to lower hydro bills, to provide relief  
on child care, to invest in mental health 
and bring in the first ever Trust, Integrity 
and Accountability Act,” he said. “It is all 
part of  the People’s Guarantee and I am 
so committed to ensuring we get it done 
for the people of  Ontario. I have said if  
we don’t achieve our promises in the first 
mandate of  an Ontario PC government, I 
would resign and I wouldn’t seek a second. 
We’re all in to get Ontario back on track.”

Asked whether he has encountered 
any misconceptions on the campaign 
trail since “The People’s Guarantee” 
was announced last fall, Mr. Brown took 
aim at the Premier casting doubt on the 
Progressive Conservative’s pledge to find 
two pennies of  savings for every dollar 
currently spent by the government.

“I think she is dead wrong [in saying 
no waste can be found in government],” 
he said. “I think there is waste in 

government, whether it is $8 billion in 
E-Health with nothing to show for it, $2 
billion for gas plants, allowing power 
execs to expense things like raccoon traps 
and scuba gear, from the 403 being repaved 
every two years instead of  every 15 years, 
from hundreds of  thousands of  dollars 

[spent] on a giant rubber duck, this has 
been a government that has engaged in a 
culture of  waste and I am going to clean 
it up.

“I can’t believe Kathleen Wynne says 
with a straight face there is no waste in 
her government.”

A SCOOP OF HOLIDAY CHEER – Members of the Aurora community got into the early spirit 
of the season with the annual Christmas Luncheon hosted by the Aurora Branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion. Here, members of the Ladies Auxiliary scoop out some festive food. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Information Session – Bill 148: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club,

7:30 am – 9:30 am

Information Session – Exporting & International Expansion: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 at 

St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 7:30 am – 10:00 am

Aurora Chamber Insider Session – Maximize Your Membership! Thursday, January 25, 2018 

at the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 8:30 am – 10:00 am

Aurora Chamber Home & Living Show: April 20 – 22, 2018. Book Your Exhibitor Space Now!

Learn More & Register: www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events 

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Connecting Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca     905-727-7262    
info@aurorachamber.on.ca     Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

2018 Peer Mentorship Pilot Project 

Are you facing challenges in your business? 

Participate in a peer mentorship pilot project 
facilitated by a certifi ed business coach! The 

Aurora Chamber of Commerce is hosting peer 
mentorship programs early in 2018 at a fraction 

of the cost of individual coaching sessions. 

2018 Aurora Chamber Insider Sessions 
Maximize Your Membership!

Wondering how to maximize your membership 
with the Aurora Chamber of Commerce? 

Register to attend the Aurora Chamber Insider 
Session on January 25, 2018.

Interested? Contact Sandra Watson at 905-727-7262 x23  |  s.watson@aurorachamber.on.ca 
Register at www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events

Ontario Progressive Conservative 
leader Patrick Brown visits the Aurora 
Legion. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Brown speaks to Legion president Ken White and candidates Charity McGrath and Michael Parsa. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Ages 18 months - 13 years

www.auroramontessori.com

Come to Our Open House!
Wednesday, January 18th from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Celebrating two decades 
of outstanding service

Veterans Affairs
Canada

Authorized Provider

….ooooops!
Feeling like a  
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved  
one now- or, in planning for the future?

I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!

So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…

I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!

We have been helping seniors and their families like 
you for almost two decades—and, these years give us 
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much 
understand your situation and to provide you with the 
highest standard of compassionate and professional 
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique 
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care 
for your loved one at an affordable cost.

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care  
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca 
www.LAServices.ca
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2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

Happy

New Year! 
from Sorley & Still

When you need legal 
representation, let the 

experienced lawyers at 
Sorley & Still work for you.

Family  Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support 
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

“Strangers with the Same Dream”, 
the acclaimed 2017 novel by Toronto-
based author Alison Pick, will form the 
centrepiece of  this book’s One Book 
One Aurora, an annual initiative of  
the Aurora Public Library to get all of  
Aurora reading on the same page.

Later this year, small lending 
libraries will be popping up across 
Aurora brimming with paperback 
copies of  the novel, which is set in 
1921 Palestine, intended to allow all 
Aurorans to pick up and enjoy the 
book, bring it back, and keep the books 
circulating. As Aurora reads, the 
Library will host a series of  events and 
discussions around the various themes 
of  the book, culminating in a talk at 
the Library with Ms. Pick set for this 
November. 

“It is so exciting and it is very 
meaningful,” Ms. Pick tells The 
Auroran of  her novel being selected 
for the seventh annual One Book One 
Aurora (OBOA) program. “Writing is 
so kind of  isolating, which suits me 
because I am very introverted and like 
being at my desk for long periods of  
time by myself, but I always think of  it 
as the circle being completed when [the 
book] goes out to reach readers and you 
get feedback, have conversations and it 
feels satisfying. I am really grateful.”

The Man Booker Prize-shortlisted 
author’s book centres on a band of  
young Jewish pioneers, some facing 
violence in their homelands, founding 
a kibbutz which will one day become a 
part of  modern-day Israel. 

Featuring a cast of  characters 
ranging from two young single women, 
a charismatic leader, and a tapestry of  
true-to-life, flawed individuals, it is a 
study of  “how idealism quickly turns 
into pragmatism, and how the utopian 
dream is punctured by messy human 
entanglements.”

“August is when I start to focus all 
of  my reading on Canadian authors I 
think could be my next One Book One 

Aurora,” says Reccia Mandelcorn of  
the Aurora Public Library (APL). “I 
read nothing beyond that, go through 
the Writers’ Union of  Canada, all the 
publishers at Word on the Street, and 
I couldn’t find anything that intrigued 
me. Then I picked up ‘Strangers with 
the Same Dream’ on a Saturday and 
I read it through Sunday morning, 
basically reading it within a 24 hour 
period with a four hour nap in between. 
I couldn’t put it down and I just knew it 
had to be that book.”

Books for OBOA not only have 
to be “beautiful from a literary 
perspective” but also have to provide 
various themes around which a whole 
season of  programming can be based. 
With themes ranging from faith, to 
politics, idealism to the very essence of  
community, “Strangers with the Same 
Dream” does not disappoint.

And it generated no shortage of  
important conversations while Ms. 
Pick toured with the book throughout 
2017.

“After being on tour all fall, I have 
a sense of  the themes that rise out of  
the conversations, some of  which are 
maybe more obvious than others,” says 
Ms. Pick. “There is early Zionism, the 
creation of  Israel, and there is often a 
piece around feminism and mothering 
and the female pioneers’ experience.

“There is something mysterious 
about the creative process, and it is 
not as calculated as wanting [a specific 
character to represent a specific 
theme]. As I play with them on the 
page, they begin to come alive and I 
feel like I am kind of  listening; that 
it is a collaborative process between 
me and the other characters. When I 
was in Israel for the second time on a 
Kibbutz I looked in an archive and the 
archivist was hugely helpful in my 
process introducing me to some diaries 
and letters.

“I hadn’t heard these stories before 
so I knew early on I wanted issues of  
gender and parenting, and the collective 

versus the individual to come into it. “
Knowing that themes surrounding 

the foundation of  Israel are often 
polarizing and political, Ms. Pick 
says she tried not to think about the 
politics as she “collaborated with her 
characters” on the story. She pondered 
“what story I had the right to tell and 

what story I would be able to tell well.”
“I felt I couldn’t tell the story 

without including Palestinian or 
Arab characters and they would have 
to be secondary characters because it 
wasn’t my lived experience,” says Ms. 
Pick.

Next week, The Auroran will 
continue its look at “Strangers with 
the Same Dream,” the 2018 selection 
for One Book One Aurora with Ms. 
Pick’s own lived experience and how 
these experiences impacted the story.

commitment, in turn, is returned. 
Both are communities needing an 
increased focus on mental health 
services and increased rates of  
homelessness, people looking to 
retire in place or downsizing from the 
big city to a smaller town lifestyle, 
as well as young families setting up 
their first homes.

“People move out and young 
families move out because they can’t 
afford to live in the city and that 
means you really have to check out 
services for babies, children and 
young families – and that includes 
primary care,” says Ms. Krystal. 
“You have to make sure also, because 
you have a big retirement group, that 
there are services for near the end of  
people’s lives as well. It is bimodal 
distribution in some ways and that 
is pretty typical of  both small towns 
and towns like this that are growing 
quite fast.

“What I see in the community are 
these building pressures that really 
impact the health care system and 

that is where a lot of  engagement 
from the community [will come in]. 
Healthcare internationally is really 
changing in a big way to become 
much more attuned to patient 
participation, not only participation 
in their own health care, but also 
their participation in planning the 
way services should be delivered and 
grown.

“One of  the things I will be 
doing differently at Southlake is, 
as we embark on our five year plan, 
going out to various places in the 
community to engage members on 
the kinds of  services they would like 
to see us build and grow. I am very 
appreciative of  the warm welcome I 
have received but it is very apparent 
to me how proud people are of  the 
organization and how committed 
they are to making it successful.

“Like every organization, there 
are challenges from time to time 
but I feel really confident with the 
continued support of  our community 
we’re going to make Southlake even 
better.”

One Book selection looks at the early days of Israel

Author Allison Pick displays a copy of her latest book, Strangers with the Same Dream, after speaking to 
The Auroran. The book is the Aurora Public Library’s selection for One Book One Aurora 2018. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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five year plan

It is a collaborative  
process between me  
and my characters
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Dance Lessons 

 
Voice Lessons

New Session begins Jan. 8

Musical Theatre
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for Ages 6-13
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"The Lion King" begins Jan. 25

Register today online or by phone 
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• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Graduating art students putting finishing touches on 
Mayor’s Celebration of Youth Art

By Brock Weir

Whether they are in the dark room, 
furiously wielding their paint brush, 
or limbering up their fingers for a 
few finishing touches on a sculpture, 
local Grade 12 students are gearing 
up to showcase their creativity for the 
community at large in the Mayor’s 
Celebration of  Youth Arts.

For the past seven years, graduating 
arts students from all four of  Aurora’s 
high schools gave pulled out all the stops 
for winter exhibitions at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Last year was the 
first time all four high schools worked 
collaboratively on a single show and this 
year is the first under the new banner of  
“The Mayor’s Celebration of  Arts.”

“Support from the Mayor’s Office [on 
the show] means a lot of  opportunities,” 
says Stephanie Nicolo of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, who has helped students 
curate their art since the program’s 
inception. “This opportunity for the 
students has been here for seven years, 
but having the official support from 
the office allows for a little bit further 
support in being able to secure a sponsor. 
The Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth Arts is 
sponsored by Geranium Homes and this 
has now allowed us to expand beyond the 
visual arts.

“We’ve always known there is more 
than just 2D art, so they will be able to 
now express themselves through spoken 
word, poetry, film, theatre, dance, music 
and we’ve not been able to do that before.”

The bar has been raised and the 
students are more than willing to meet 
the challenge. 

“Overall, this is a cool experience 
because you get to present your art and 
you’re proud to show it off  to people 
outside of  your school  where you know 
everybody,” says St. Maximilian Kolbe 
student Verak Kocski. 

Adds Hallie Tutkaluk of  Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School: “It is good 
as a young person to have opportunities 
like this and take advantage of  them 
because when you’re older and 
further along, it gets harder to have an 
opportunity to be in a gallery like this. 
It is a great experience for young artists 
trying to get into university and develop 
a good portfolio.”

Participating students are working 
on projects large and small. Sarah Cole, 
a student from Williams, for instance, 

is focusing her attention on both 
traditional and digital art, including 
photography, while Sydney Scanga 
of  St. Max is working in acrylics, and 
Williams’ Emily Dougherty is honing 
her sculpting skills.

“A lot of  us will be portraying our 
self  portraits,” says Verak. “I just want 
people to get an idea of  who we are. 
That’s how I painted it, so people could 
look at my painting and think, ‘Ah, this 
is the kind of  person she is. This is her 
character.’

Adds Sarah: “I have been doing digital 
art for about seven years now and really 
getting into it over the last three. I am 
going to be submitting that because it is 
something I use to express myself  a lot.”

Although it is too early to see the 
social trends that might emerge through 
the art, a thread might be offered by 
Hallie who shares some of  her work will 
be looking at presenting “the teenager 
perspective on social media” – mostly the 
negatives, she says, but also the positives.

“I am interested to know what the 
older demographic will think of  the 
ideas that are coming from younger 
people now,” says Emily. “I feel like my 
art isn’t something that would normally 
appear in a gallery like this so it will be 
interesting to see what the reaction will 
be from people coming in thinking that it 
is more art you would see in galleries and 
this kind of  setting.”

Eager to see how things pan out is 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe, who has opened the 
exhibitions for all of  the past six years. 

“It is a great opportunity to see some 
incredible art,” he says. “I was blown 
away the first time I came in, to be frank. 
I wasn’t sure what to expect. I always look 
forward to being surprised. A couple of  
years have been pretty dark [in theme] 
but last year was a pretty light show, very 
friendly. But then I came downstairs and 
there was a painting of  a woman being 
waterboarded. It was almost a whiplash 
of  emotions when you go from very 
pastoral pictures to something like that.”

The Mayor’s Celebration of  Youth 
Arts runs in all galleries at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre from February 3 to 
March 3. An artists reception will 
take place the evening of  Wednesday, 
February 7, which is open to all members 
of  the public, while performance art will 
ring out through the Centre on Friday, 
February 9.

Mayor Geoff Dawe and curator Stephanie Nicolo speak to some of the participating artists in the upcoming Mayor’s Showcase of Youth Arts, which brings together art from Grade 12 students from Aurora High School, 
Cardinal Carter, Dr. G.W. Williams and St. Maximilian Kolbe next month. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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“I haven’t got another site pending 
right now, but that doesn’t mean I’m 
not beating the bushes looking for 
something. There is always the potential 
that we might be looking at some place 
else, but I haven’t got anything I can 
publically speak about right now.” 

But first, the design.
“Council has made a decision that 

they want to move forward with the 
design elements for this facility and 
get a facility fit in place. My goal is 
certainly by the end of  this term that 
I have those pieces in place, that I have 
an architect engaged, that I have a 
facility fit established, and I have the 
design process commenced so the next 
term of  Council can move forward into 
tendering.”

A picture of  what the community 
needs – and wants to see – in a new 
recreation facility is already starting to 
take shape.

A meeting with athletic groups 
represented by Sport Aurora met 
this past fall to outline where current 
facilities might be falling short. 

“We believe this next complex should 
have an aquatics facility,” said Mr. 
Downey on early feedback. “Whether it 
is a 25 metre pool or a 50 metre pool or 
whatever, that is still up for debate but 
we think we need to address aquatics 
within the centre. We are in dire need 
of  additional gymnasium space. The 
gymnasium that we have put on the 
Leisure Complex has been extremely 
popular and very high demand. In fact, 
at the meeting, there was a member of  
the Seniors’ Association there and they 
would like to get in more pickle ball. 
But I also know they want to get into 
badminton. This is all a good problem to 
have. This is the demographic we want 
to get engaged. We want to create some 
facility space in order to accommodate 
them.

“We need some additional program 
rooms. We have a lot of  programs 
going on in the Town that we’re having 
difficulty finding space for. Certainly 
with the demolition of  52 and 56 
Victoria, program space becomes 
even more of  a premium. [The Aurora 
Bridge Club was at a recent meeting 
and] asked if  we would be looking at 
providing space for groups. I think 
we need to. What we don’t have is a 
policy on how we permit those spaces, 
to whom and for how much and how 
long. I think if  those spaces are being 
provided in this new centre, we also 
need to enter into some new policies.”

In what might be a surprise for 
Aurorans vying for ice time, however, 
is a conclusion that rinks will not be 
required in this new facility, however 
the design shakes down, as the current 
complement of  rinks at the Aurora 
Community Centre, Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, and Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex are currently 
addressing today’s needs and are on 
track to serve the needs of  tomorrow.

“I wanted to hear what people 
had to say, I wanted to hear what the 
numbers had to say,” said Mr. Downey. 
“We see a growth in some areas within 
the ice users population and we see a 
decrease in other areas. I think that 
balance will be able to be maintained 
with our existing infrastructure. I 
didn’t hear any feedback or anyone 
saying we really missed the mark on 

that. We know we have a changing 
demographic within Aurora. This is 
going to probably be our last major 
recreation facility and we want to 
make sure that we get it right. The best 
way of  knowing that is to ensure we 
have as much public participation in 
this as possible.

“I am not rushing this process. 
I want to make sure that I present 
something to Council that is 
supportable by the community. I am 
also looking for operating partners, 
whether that is operating agreements 
with our community partners or a 
public private partnership where there 
is an opportunity to share operating 
governance of  this facility. I am 
interested in hearing from those folks 
as well.”

Local landmarks and hometown heroes part of Canada 150 legacy
By Brock Weir

Canada 150 has come and gone and 
now, with 49 years notice, eyes are now 
set on Canada’s 200th anniversary.

Of  course,  that’s a bit ambitious but 
when attention does turn to the next 
significant milestone in the life of  our 
nation, the next generation will have 
to look no further than the Aurora 
Cultural Centre than to see what it 
meant to party like it was 2017.

In November, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre unveiled the Milestone Mural. 

Located on the southwest lawn of  
the Church Street landmark, it will be 
a lasting testament to the spirit of  the 
Canada 150 Commemorations, a nation-
wide wave which conjured up images 
of  celebration as well as poignancy, 
reflecting on some of  the darker 
chapters in our collective history.

All are represented in a series 
of  permanently fluttering leaves, a 
kaleidoscope of  colour created in 
collaboration between artist Ted Hamer 
and the community at large.

Mr. Hamer, who served as the Aurora 
Cultural Centre’s Community Arts 
Facilitator during the process, spent six 
months reaching out to the community, 
along with the rest of  the Centre’s team, 
gathering ideas on what Canada 150 
meant to the community as a whole as 

well as harnessing the artistic talents 
of  a fleet of  local painters to bring each 
leaf  to life. 

Unveiled November 19 by Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona 
Alleslev and Mayor Geoff  Dawe, it 
serves as a welcome addition to an 
already iconic Aurora façade.

““Canada 150 Milestones Murals is 
a community message about culture 
and what it means to live in Aurora 
and in Canada,” says Suzanne Haines, 
Executive Director of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. “The imagery and 
themes were created by the community 
as a source of  enjoyment for all 
the community.  There were many 
collaborations that were celebrated 
throughout the life of  the project as we 
brought in schools, students from our 
classes, not-for-profit associations and 
our cultural partners to make their 
mark on the final installation. 

“We warmly invite you to drop by 
and enjoy the artistic vision of  this 
installation - it makes a great backdrop 
for a Canada150 family-and-friends 
photo! This is a true representation of  
the cultural identity of  our community 
here at the Aurora Cultural Centre.”

Added Ms. Alleslev: “This mural 
involved 25 artists and over 900 
members of  the community who 
worked together to create a piece of  

art that will stand the test of  time as a 
reminder of  our community and our 
country’s rich diversity and heritage 
for future generations.”

The Milestone Mural Project was 
made possible with a $29,000 grant 
from the Federal government through 
specific Canada 150 Funding. 

This infusion of  funds not only 
facilitated the creation of  the mural 
itself  but Mr. Hamer’s position at the 
Cultural Centre.

While the Federal Government, in 
large part, footed the bill for the mural 
itself, the mounting and installation 
of  the public art piece was funded by 
Council out of  its contingency reserves.

New rec centre could offer additional 
community space

Dignitaries and participating artists unveiled the Canada 150 legacy project outside the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this fall. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Whether it is a 25 metre pool  

or a 50 metre pool or  

whatever, that is still up for  

debate but we think we need to 

address aquatics within the centre.
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COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM
INQUIRY@COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM

NOW OPEN

#32 - 1700 King Road,
King City, ON L7B 0N1
905-539-2673

We are located on the
northwest corner of
Dufferin St. and King Rd.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 am - 11:00 pm

Friday: 5:00 am - 10:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 7:00 am - 6:00 pm

LOCATION:

AND GET
• Half Off Administration Fee
• 5 Free Smoothies
• 1 Hour Power Training

SAVINGS OF $18000

Join Now

Valid Jan. 1 to 15, 2018

★

★

★
★★

★

★
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★

★
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★
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Meet our alumni

and see what they say

about how Pickering 

College has readied

them for the future 

Pickering College graduates 

are well prepared for life: 

post-secondary educati on, 

as contributi ng citi zens 

of society and leaders

 in their chosen community. 

Josie Kanu ‘16 

University of British Columbia
Science

Sterling Mancuso ‘17 University of Toronto, Trinity CollegeInternational Relations

Anthony Miller ‘13 

University of Guelph,

Karen Ji ‘16 

Royal Veterinary College – London

Veterinary Medicine

Kyle Foch ‘13 

University of Guelph, 

Landscape Design

Sarah Ritchie ‘15Western UniversityHealth Sciences & Women’s Studies
Sarah Ritchie ’15 (second from left) pictured with fellow PC alumni 

Shayna Nicholls ‘15, Amanda McDougall ‘15 and Jess Buckmaster ‘15.
“One of the biggest aspects that PC helped me to prepare for 

university was all of the leadership positions that were available 

to students. I believe that being involved in these programs in 

high school really helped me to feel more comfortable taking on 

bigger roles in university. This gave me the skills to foster 

important connections with other leaders on campus and create 
more opportunities for myself on a larger scale.”

“A solid foundation is the key to success and 

Pickering College ensured that I had the basic 

principles necessary for university. While 

veterinary school is taxing, both mentally and 

physically, I am able to cope due to the habits I 

built at Pickering. Strong academic skills 

developed at PC ensured the transition to higher 

education was as smooth as possible and the 

leadership skills established there have brought 

me to start the fi rst Art Society at the Royal 

Veterinary College. I have no doubt that the base 

that’s been built will continue to provide support 

through my future endeavours.”

Alyssa Cork ‘17 Western University, 
Medicine

“I think that I adopted the expectations that my teachers had for me. As a result, I went above and beyond to learn in high school, and continued that practice in post-secondary, which as whole aided my understanding of the material we learned.”

“As a boarder at PC, I got the 

opportunity to live and interact 

with students from around the 

world, which has made me more 

open to building relationships and 

understanding people’s differing 

culture backgrounds. Being a 

boarder also helped develop my 

sense of responsibility and 

independence, which I would not 

have experienced living at home. 

As a result, I had little to no 

struggle with having to perform 

tasks on my own at university.  Not 

only did my involvement in with 

the student committee, residence 

life and extracurricular activities at 

PC help me get more involved at 

UBC, it also helped hone my time 

management skill, an essential skill 

to have at university.”

As a fi rst-year university student, I am 
constantly aware of the advantage granted 

to me by my Pickering education. My four 
years at Pickering College expanded my 
opportunity horizon, and challenged me 

to become a more critical and thoughtful 
person. Any high school can claim to be a 
university prep school, and indeed, many 

do; the term has become somewhat cliché. Having experienced both a PC and 
university education, I am convinced that the term is a genuine description of Pickering College: a school I’m proud to recommend.

“Pickering College helped push 

me out of my comfort zone in 

order to strive for my greatest 

goals. The school and its people 

encouraged self-growth, 

determination, patience and 

understanding which were 

essential throughout university 

life and continue to be just as 

important afterwards.”

“Pickering helped shaped 

me into the person I am

 today, the lessons and 

values I learned at PC 

allowed me to attend and 

ultimately succeed at the 

University of Guelph.”

 History

Independent Co-educati onal Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory 

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, Ontario, Canada L3Y 4X2
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
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Pickering College provides a rich, supportive and nurturing environment for all students, Junior Kindergarten 
to Grade 12. Our dedicated teachers and staff take the time to really get to know our students and  
focus on their individualized learning in a strong and caring community.

We believe when boys and girls share a classroom, it fosters a spirit of equality and respect that allows 
both genders to learn from one another’s strengths.  Students thrive in a diverse environment that 
offers differing viewpoints and students learn to express themselves confidently around the opposite 
sex. Pickering students learn to work productively, think critically and are challenged academically to 
best prepare them for post-secondary studies and for life. 

Education is about social emotional development, as well as academics, which is why we believe both 
citizenship and democracy are pre-disposed to co-education. At Pickering, male and female role  
models foster collaboration and help our students to relate to one another as they learn about real 
equality, whether it’s racial, linguistic, cultural or gender-based.

Pickering College’s students are knowledgeable, skilled, confident and resilient. Our approach to  
education ensures that all students are able to reach their full potential, while achieving their personal 
and academic goals and dealing effectively with the challenges of life.

For over 175 years, Pickering College has offered a learning environment that encourages students’ 
self-esteem, social skills and better prepares them for a diverse world where both genders play  
important  
roles in society.

Peter Sturrup, Headmaster

Boys and girls 

who learn together 

are prepared 

for a diverse world

Pickering College is proud to be a school  

that promotes the value of co-education.  

As Canada’s only Quaker-founded school,  

our Quaker values have always held a  

firm stance on co-education,  

believing that men and women are equal  

and need to study the same subjects.

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory 

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, Ontario, Canada L3Y 4X2
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

The Aurora Tigers celebrate a second period goal in a 3 - 2 OT loss to the Trenton Golden Hawks on Saturday. 
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

The holidays were especially cheerful 
for an Aurora Tigers squad that now 
sits just one point back of  the Ontario 
Junior Hockey League’s north division 
leaders.

The cats managed to pick up three of  
a possible four points over a two-game 
window between Christmas and New 
Years, one of  only a handful of  teams to 
not shut down their schedule.

Friday’s action in Aurora had about 
200 fans take in the Tigers’ matchup 
against the Cobourg Cougars at the 
Aurora Community Centre.

Starting goaltender Bradley Van 
Schubert, out of  game action for two 
weeks prior to Friday, never missed a 
beat in picking up his fourth shutout of  
the season.

Aurora captain Jake Bricknell 
opened the scoring on the powerplay in 
the first period, the only one of  Aurora’s 
eleven shots to find the back of  the net 
in the frame. They pressed on, however, 
to notch three more before the final 
whistle, to earn a 4 – 0 win.

Christopher Giroday, Austin 
Eastman, and Zach Wilkie were Aurora’s 
other goal scorers.

Van Schubert, a veteran OHLer 
in his first year with the Tigers, has 
established himself  among the elite 
backstoppers in the OJHL with his 
fourteen wins on the season. His 29 
saves in the game brought him to an 
incredible save percentage of  .933 for 
the year, good for a tie for second in the 
entire 22-team league.

He was back between the pipes the 
next day for a battle with the rival 
Trenton Golden Hawks, whose strong 

7 Tigers clawing at first place in OJHL North division

Aurora’s Dylan Sikura golden at Spengler Cup in Davos
By Jake Courtepatte

In a tournament steeped in tradition, 
Dylan Sikura is among the best.

The Aurora native helped Team 
Canada take the gold medal on Sunday 
in the 2017 Spengler Cup, the oldest 
invitational ice hockey tournament in 
the world, hosted annually in Davos, 
Switzerland.

After helping Canada to win their 
first preliminary round matchup with 
Mountfield HK 5 – 3, Sikura earned 
his first point in game two against the 
host team HC Davos, setting up Andrew 
Ebbett to tie the game at one in the 
second period.

Beating a tough Davos squad 4 – 1, the 
Canadians went on to meet Mountfield 
once more in the tournament 

semifinals, winning 5 – 2 to set up a 
New Year’s Eve final against Team 
Switzerland.

A 3 – 0 shutout of  the Swiss earned 
Team Canada their third straight 
Spengler Cup.

A former Aurora Tiger and St. 
Andrew’s College grad, Sikura now 
suits up for Northeastern University of  
the NCAA’s Division I hockey program.

“Congrats (Dylan) on representing 
Canada with skill and class,” said St. 
Andrew’s varsity coach Greg Reid in a 
tweet.”

Sikura was one of  three NCAA 
players to suit up for Team Canada, 
alongside fellow Northeastern 
teammate Jeremy Davies, Notre Dame’s 
Jake Evans, and Boston University’s 
Brandon Hickey.

play in December had earned them 
points in their last six games.

The streak continued against the 
Tigers, when a late regulation goal forced 
overtime and an eventual Trenton win.

Aurora’s number-one penalty kill was 
tested and broken early, when Mac Lewis 
split the Aurora defensemen in the first 
period and found Van Schubert’s five 
hole.

The Tigers returned in the second 
with an opening minute notch, where 
Joseph Mizzi used the defenseman as a 
screen to send a wrist shot home. Austin 

Eastman gave the Tigers the lead shortly 
after, finishing off  a nice tic-tac-toe with 
Bricknell and Wilkie for a 2 – 1 score 
after two periods.

Van Schubert was a brick wall through 
most of  the final twenty minutes, though 
Max Ewart used a boost of  speed with 
under four minutes to go to tie the game 
and send it to extra time.

It took less than a minute into 
overtime for Trenton’s Caleb Goman to 
finish it on the four-on-three powerplay.

Looking at the division standings, 
losing the extra point hurts Aurora, 

though they made great strides in 
catching up on their slow schedule. 
Just one point now separates the Tigers 
from the Newmarket Hurricanes, with a 
game in hand for the Tigers, while they 
sit three up on the Markham Royals with 
three games in hand.

With the homestand over, Aurora 
begins a five-game road schedule on 
Saturday when they visit the Stouffville 
Spirit.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

He now returns to a Northeastern 
team with an 11-5-2 record on the season, 
a team with sights set on the prestigious 
Beanpot Tournament between Boston 
teams in February, though Sikura’s 
sights are once again set on the maple 
leaf  crest.

With no NHL players being released 
for the Olympic teams this year, the 

tournament was the final of  five 
tournaments Hockey Canada has used 
as tryouts for the title of  Canadian 
Olympian, some of  which are expected 
to be from the collegiate level.

Team Canada is expected to release 
their roster for the tournament, held in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, later this 
week.

Formenton, Thomas help Canada 
to top of World Junior group

By Jake Courtepatte

It took Robert Thomas just over 
five minutes in the red and white 
to notch his first ever World Junior 
Championship point.

Just seconds after killing off  an 
early penalty, the Aurora native 
sent Boris Katchouk in alone on the 
Finnish goaltender on Boxing Day, 

in front of  a crowd of  almost 10,000, 
to open Canada’s 2018 Under-20 
Worlds campaign.

Following a 4 – 2 win over Team 
Finland in the opening game of  the 
tournament, and a 6 – 0 drubbing 
of  Slovakia, the table was set for 
a battle of  epic proportions on the 
World Junior stage.

Continued on page 16
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20' throwing 
distance

Other sizes 
available

ThaT’s only

$466
each

MAKITA® 18V CoMpACT 

LIThIuM‑Ion BATTery 

($79 value) 
Valid until Wednesday, 

January 24, 2018

WITH 
PURCHASE

KITA® 18V
FREE

‡

(1000662412)

ThaT’s only

$315
each

2 for
$12

‡Receive a free MAKITA® 18V Compact Lithium‑Ion Battery (1000662412) when you purchase a 2‑Piece MAKITA® Brushless Sub Compact 
Kit (1001051896) or MAKITA® 18V Drill and Impact Driver Kit (1000768156) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. 
See page 4 for details.1
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Sanded Oak Grey Laminate Flooring   
(1001096209) Sold by 13.28 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

Assorted Succulents 
• 5" pot (1000839978)

While quantities last.

TURBO POWER® Windshield Washer Fluid 
• 3.78L • Protects to ‑40°C (1000146609)

$247
EXCLUSIVE/3‑Pack ECOSMART™ 60W 
Equivalent LED A19 Dimmable Light Bulbs  
• Bright White, 3,000K (1001038487)

While quantities last.

$947

51L Clear Tote with Coloured Latches  
(1001088562) While quantities last.

$977

4‑Pack LYSOL® Wipes • 4 x 80 wet wipes 

(1001002324) While quantities last.

$1198

Springtime® Real Fresh Laundry Detergent 
• 6L (1001033247) While quantities last.

$898
EXCLUSIVE 
3‑Pack Basic 
Protection  
Pleated Air Filters  
• 16" x 25" x 1" 

(1000455189)

$1397

EXCLUSIVE GLACIER BAY® 4.8L 
Chair‑Height 2‑Piece Elongated 
Toilet  • Soft‑close seat (1001015216)

$198
saVE $60
Was $258

EXCLUSIVE MOEN® Eos™ 3‑Function Hand 
Shower • Chrome finish • 60" metal hose 

(1001016729)

$2998

saVE $10
Was $39.98

TORO® 7.5 AMP 12" Electric Power Shovel  
• Telescoping handle for operator comfort 

(1000490094)

$138
MAKITA® 18V Drill 
and Impact Driver 
Kit (1000768156)

$229

EXCLUSIVE LIFEPROOF™ Multi‑Width x 47.6" 
Yellow Pine Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring  
• 3 plank widths included in each box (1001048112) 

Sold by 19.53 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$298 EXCLUSIVE HOME 
DECORATORS 
COLLECTION®  

6'7" x 9' Treasure 
Shag Cream Rug  
(1001034404) While 

quantities last.

$137

12" x 24" Alpina Argento  
Porcelain Tile (1001037618)  

Sold by 16 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$199
per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

$167

Element Wall Panelling • Grey 

(1001087488) Sold by 36 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$329
per sq. ft.

u �Valid Thursday, January 4 to Wednesday, January 10, 2018, unless otherwise noted.

Installs over 
existing floors

Concealed 
trapway

EVENT
renovationTHE 

per sq. ft.

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, January 4 to Wednesday, January 10, 2018

on any single‑receipt, in‑store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your home Depot® 
Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, January 4 to Wednesday, January 10, 2018. payments required. no annual fees. 

*†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 4 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

4 x 80 wet wi

ThaT’s only

$299
each

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.
If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%. Online-only retailers subject to price match only.

Terms and conditions apply. See page 4 for details.***

GUARANTEED.

12mm + 
attached 
2mm pad

Easy 
install

Start your renovation project at 
homedepot.ca/reno
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Start your renovation project at 
homedepot.ca/reno
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We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

We noW CaRRy aLL 
WHooSH pRoDuCtS!

WHooSH screen cleaner. 
Certified Safe. non toxic

Facebook: 416FoneFix  Instagram: 416FoneFix
burtonbrown@Fonefix.com

(905) 715-0169

How One Man Inspired a Generation of Female Hockey Players
The Simple yet Powerful Gesture They Made to Honour his Memory

By Brendan Osborne

After more than 20 years as a volunteer 
with the Ontario Women’s Hockey 
Association, there’s one phrase that will 
continue to resonate with the players 
Mike Shields came into contact with; 
“Mike was a Rockstar.”

Following his sudden passing in 
September of  2017, it’s a phrase that will 
surely echo within the rafter’s of  hockey 
areas throughout Southern Ontario for 
years to come.

Former OWHA member Meaghan 
Tracey will never forget the impact Mike 
had not only on the game but her as an 
individual.

“Mike was the exception, not the rule. I 
don’t know if  there will ever be someone 
whose impact has meant so much to 
so many people. His motivations to see 
female hockey succeed were so genuine.”

Working mostly with the Central York 
Girls Hockey Association and Aurora 
Panthers, Mike was an extremely vocal 
advocate for the growth of  the female 
game. He’s one of  the main reasons for 
the strength of  the Central York women’s 
hockey program, which is now one of  the 
strongest in the province.

“I think he set a very important example 
that it’s more than just hockey for girls. He 
created a space for us to thrive and enjoy 
the game as well as opportunities for the 
league to grow. It always seemed to be 
about fun, even in the more competitive 
moments,” says former OWHA member 
Brittany Shroud.

Mike wasn’t interested in following the 
norms or sticking to the predetermined 
game plan. He was passionate about 
inspiring those around him in a unique 
way that reached far beyond the ice 
surface. He didn’t spend his time on a 
soapbox yelling for the world to hear, he 
battled through the noise and politics and 
let his actions do the talking. 

“It’s not often you find someone who is 
so personable and kind and well-liked and 
who is also able to affect change and make 
sure he gets his way,” explains Sarah 

Machin. “Mike’s way always benefited us 
girls when it came to ice time, tournament 
priority and funding.

“Because of  him the league is stronger 
than ever,” says Tracey. “His support of  
the house league level was unprecedented 
and so important to the growth of  female 
hockey everywhere. Mike created a 
culture where everyone was important, 
no matter the skill level and no matter the 
gender.” 

With a smile that would light up the 
room and a memorable laugh that filled 
an entire arena, every single player who 
came into contact with Mike has a funny or 
inspirational memory to share. Including 
his knack for coming up with unique 
nicknames and always encouraging fun 
within the game, even at his own expense.

“He was calling me something more 
similar to my first and last named 
combined,” says Stroud, “but I thought he 
started calling me Beef  Stew. Of  course 
he immediately laughed and decided that 
Beef  Stew or Stewie was a much better 
nickname than what he had initially 
said, so it stuck. 12 years later and my 
teammates still call me Stu/Stewie.”

For Machin it was an impromptu 
dance party that provides one of  her 
best memories. “In the final game of  a 
tournament Mike insisted we all stand 
at centre ice and do an on-ice dance 
(reminiscent of  the Macarena) while he 
danced along with us in the stands. That 
was Mike, he was proud of  us and he 
always prioritized fun as number 1,” she 
says.

A Powerful Gesture  
to Honour Mike’s Memory

Following his passing, a group of  
players, who were inspired by Mike 
throughout their hockey journey, came 
together to raise funds in support of  his 
legacy and helping to create a positive 
future for female hockey players across 
Canada. It came in the form of  a donation 
to the Grindstone Award Foundation 
Charity.

“When something as tragic as his 

passing happens, people reach out and 
support in various ways,” says Liz 
Stembridge, a friend of  Mike’s daughter 
Brianna. “In this Instance, I wanted to do 
something a little different, something 
that would address one of  his loves, which 
was getting girls to experience the love of  
the game.”

The donation will support the 
Grindstone Award Foundation in 
providing financial support to female 
players in need from across Canada. It’s 
a unique charity focused solely on female 
hockey, which was perfect for Stembridge.

“It took a while, but I finally came 
across the Grindstone Awards and it was 
perfect. I honestly thought there would be 
an abundance of  non profits like this, but 
there are not. So I was very happy when I 
read more about their mission,” she says.

“We’re thrilled to accept this donation 
in memory of  Mike. His passion for female 
hockey and his drive and determination 
embodies the qualities that inspired us to 
create this charity. If  this grant supports 
just one female in her hockey journey 
I think he would be extremely proud,” 
says Grindstone Award Foundation CEO, 
Danielle Grundy.

Although she never had the pleasure 
of  meeting Mike, Stembridge has heard 

many wonderful stories from Brianna 
about the impact he had on the game. She 
can’t help but wonder what it would have 
meant for her own hockey journey to have 
such a strong mentor and advocate like 
Mike.

“When I was a little girl, I wanted to 
play hockey. I was told no. Hockey was for 
boys. I was shipped off  to figure skating 
which I loathed but excelled in because 
I wanted to skate. The minute I was old 
enough I quit. At that point I still wasn’t 
encouraged to join a hockey league. That’s 
where I wish I had a Mike. He was the 
one who would have been my advocate. 
Being a female in sport still has it hurdles. 
Sure it has come a long way...but not far 
enough. If  for every girl who wanted to 
play hockey, there was a Mike...imagine 
where we could be?”

For those involved with female hockey 
and the Grindstone Award Foundation, 
the focus is on continuing to create positive 
opportunities for females in hockey and 
providing an inclusive environment for 
all genders and ages.

To learn more about the Charity and 
support the positive impact they’re creating 
within female hockey across Canada, visit 
www.grindstoneaward.com or visit them 
on Facebook or Instagram.

Mike Shields
Supplied photo

Close to 45,000 fans, many donning 
the maple leaf, filled New Era Field in 
Buffalo for the tournament’s first-ever 
outdoor game, where Thomas etched 
his name in history early on.

Earning time on a powerplay just 
a few minutes in, Thomas set up Cale 
Makar for the game’s first goal, though 
the United States eventually took the 
game in a shootout 4 – 3.

Both Thomas and ex-Aurora 
Tiger Alex Formenton got on the 
scoreboard in Canada’s final round 
robin matchup, an 8 – 0 romping of  the 
Danes. Thomas opened the scoring in 
the first period, capitalizing on a drop 
pass from Caledon’s Taylor Raddysh, 

while Formenton found twine high 
over the Danish goaltender’s shoulder 
on a breakaway in the second period.

Using the win to finish atop the 
Group A standings, the Canadians 
end round robin play two points up on 
Team USA and four ahead of  Slovakia.

Taking on Switzerland in 
quarterfinal action on Tuesday 
following press time, Formenton said 
he understands the pressure to return 
to gold after a silver medal last year.

“There’s always going to be a little 
bit of  pressure, but you want to put 
that in the back of  your mind and just 
play your game.”

The tournament wraps up with the 
medal rounds on Friday. 

From page 15

Formenton, Thomas help Canada to 
top of World Junior group
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A warm welcome to 2018 at Family First Night

Families filled the halls of the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
on Sunday night to ring in the New Year at the annual Family 
First Night hosted by the Town of Aurora. (Top Row) Domenic 
gets ready for his close-up with some vivid face painting. Anya 
bounces into the New Year. (Second Row) Too early for Robbie 
Burns Night, Martin shows off a bit of Scottish flair in front of 
a set of Lego blocks spelling out “Town of Aurora”. Sarah tries 
her hand at the rock climbing wall. Up in the Loft, Alexander, 
Nolan and Gavin challenge each other to a ping-pong match. 
(Third Row) The Reptile Show is a perennially popular feature 
of Family First Night. Nahid, Almanshi, Jacob, Isaac and Joshua. 
(Fourth Row) A New Year’s Eve selfie for Ezeh and Nahid. Emma 
and Judy. Constantine, Peter, Rayanne and Athana. (Fifth Row) 
A bit of magic! Reese gets artsy. Kash climbs up. (Bottom Row) 
Jack is ready to hit the hay as soon as he gets home. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)
*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)

Villanova students take a stand 
against violence

December 6, 2017 marked the 28th 
anniversary of  the Montreal Massacre, 
where 14 female engineering students 
were killed by a gunman at Montreal’s 
Ecole Polytechnique.

Students at Villanova College 

in King City commemorated this 
important day by bringing awareness 
to the issue of  violence against women 
and supporting local women’s shelter 
Yellow Brick House, a shelter and safe 
haven in York Region for women and 

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_003

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much are  
you paying for  
financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you 
receive are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary 
second opinion on your portfolio. 

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Sport Aurora is looking for a
Sport Plan Co-ordinator

The full Job Description is posted at
www.sportaurora.ca

Sport Aurora has been contracted to implement the Aurora Town 
Council approved Sport Plan. This sport leadership role includes the 
development of sustainable Programs, and building capacity in the Town 
sport system that meets the sport and physical activity needs of the 
community at large. 
The successful applicant will be an objectives-driven professional who 
has experience working with volunteer Community sport and allied 
recreation leaders in a variety of settings. Academic background in sport 
administration is required, as is knowledge of the Aurora Sport Plan and 
the Aurora sport community. Excellent verbal and written communication 
skills are necessary.
The Sport Plan Coordinator is a contract position of one year, requiring 
15 -20 hours per week that often includes activities that are outside of 
regular business hours.
A letter of application, including current resume, must be submitted via 
email to executive.director@sportaurora.ca
no later than January 19, 2018.

 

 

Purchase tickets at awbf.ca

AWBF “Youth In Music” Performance

  
Live & Silent Auction 

 
Good old fashion Dancin’

Live painting “to the beat” – 
artist Adubi Akinola 

Delicious Food Stations

Door Prizes

TICKET INCLUDES

JOIN US for this JUMPIN’ evening of

LIVE MUSIC and FUNDRAISING

AURORA

FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 2018
7 PM ~ HIGHLAND AUTOMOTIVE SHOWROOM

SONS OF RHYTHM

children who are victims of  abuse. 
Over 100 student leaders at 

Villanova College are working to bring 
awareness, fundraise and educate 
their peers about the consequences of  
abuse.

This social outreach initiative 
evolved into a collaboration between 
a group of  male students who were 
planning the school’s annual White 
Ribbon campaign to raise awareness 
about violence against women and one 
of  the school’s social outreach groups.

The results of  this collaboration 
are nothing short of  amazing – the 
students were not only able to raise 
awareness in the school community, 
they were also able to collect over 
$5,000 of  worth of  goods for the women 
and children at Yellow Brick House and 
are well on their way to reaching their 
goal of  $7,500 worth of  much needed 
items with the generous support of  
the students and families of  Villanova 
College.  

This campaign was kicked off  at a 
school assembly where a representative 
from Yellow Brick House spoke to 
students about the different forms of  
abuse and the importance of  building 
healthy relationships, sharing a 

message from Lorris Herenda, 
Executive Director of  Yellow Brick 
House, which read, “Your presence is 
felt here every single day. You make 
it possible for women and children to 
walk through this door with sometimes 
nothing but the clothes on their backs. 
And when families walk through our 
door, it finally feels like home. It is 
with your support that we can provide 
them with safety, healing and love.”

Over 5,000 women used Yellow 
Brick House’s services last year, and 
this number continues to grow. The 
donations collected through this 
campaign consist of  household items, 
strollers, car seats, and grocery gift 
cards.

The organization uses these items to 
support women when they first arrive 
at the shelter, as some women show up 
at their doors without so much as a pair 
of  shoes or a toothbrush. Furthermore, 
these much-needed items are given to 
women as they rebuild their lives and 
find their independence in new living 
spaces.

In light of  the Christmas season, 
and the spirit of  giving, the students 
of  Villanova College hoped that their 
story will bring awareness to this issue 
and inspire others to give generously 
to those in our community who are in 
most need.

Supplied photo
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CPA, CGA CPA,CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

CROSSWORD

Not for Profit Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967
www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Skills
Development

Ages 6 -12 
January 11 -
February 15, 2018

Skating
Development

Ages 6 -12 
January 9 -
February 13, 2018

From page 3

“I hope the people of  Newmarket-
Aurora realise how fortunate we are 
to live in a community where there 
are so many people who make giving 
back part of  their daily routine and 
making giving back part of  their 
lives,” says Mr. Peterson. “I have two 
young children who are very active 
in sports and they have great coaches 
and great organizations that are all 
volunteers and we’re very blessed 
and fortunate.

“We live in the greatest community 
in Canada, or one of  the greatest 
communities in Canada, and a big 
part of  that is the quality of  the 
volunteers and the quantity of  
volunteers we have.”

Looking back over the Canada 
150 commemorations in 2017, Mr. 
Peterson says the observances, from 

Jim Abram
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Elaine Adam
Naqi Ashan
Jim Alexander
Alex Ansell
Ken Antaya
Tyler Barker
Dorian Baxter
Jacque Bayley
Melanie Bell
Martha Berry
Jean-Paul Bichay
Elizabeth Blight
Tom Boswell
Kirk Bowden
Phyllis Brady
Laurie Braekboer
Marjorie Brewster
Judy Brunton
Rod Bruton
Nancy Cameron
Lynda Carusi
Erin Cerenzia
Bill Chadwick
Tracee Chambers
Don Chretien
Rob Clark
Michelle Clayton 
Wood
Julie Cochrane
Linda Condy
Tom Connor
Crystal Cook
Judy Craig
Jennifer Cuypers
Rosemarie D’Aguiar
Claire D’Aurore
Karey Dawe
John Dowson

Angel Dupee
Chris Dupee
Paul Dutton
Lily Edmunds
Chris Emanuel
Carrie Emerson
Leslie Everson
Jacqueline FainGold
Robert Fairs
Bonnie Fleishaker
Roy George
Rosalyn Gonsalves
Kerry Greico
Matt Haggerty
David Hanna
Dave Hanson
John Hardy
Roy Harrison
Athol Hart
Beth Hart
Patricia Hawke
Elisabeth Hempen
Steve Hinder
James Hoyes
Lori Hoyes
Maureen Huismans
Rob Hums
Jacqueline Hunt
Wasim Jarrah
Paul Jones 
Jill Kellie
Erika Kerwin
Chan Khamphoomee
Greg Knuth
Danielle Koren
Teresa Kruze
Alda Lima
Reggie Lima
John Loughry
Rich Lunney

Janis Luttrell
Richard MacLeod
Glenn Marais
Donelda Martin
Gary Marston
Graeme Mason
Don McCallum
Eric McCartney
Sandra McCleary
Don McKnight
Steve McNaught
Glen McRobbie
Juliane McTavish-
Goyette
Peter Miller
Kevin Mills
Adam Mobbs
Melanie Moffat
Trudy Montgomery
Jacob Montgomery
Jim Nesbitt
James Nuttall
Brian Patterson
Tom Pearson
Tara Peel 
Judy Perry
Rohan Persaud
Glenn Playter
Jackie Playter
Juliana Playter
Wes Playter
Susan Popper
Rick Preston
Keith Profit
John Rank
Tammy Raper

Joyce Remy
Karen Richards
David Robinson
Richard Roos
Al Rover 
Marilyn Savage
Doug Scott
Alejandro Segura
Lea Seymour
Melissa Shafa
Terry Sherin
Gina Shillolo
Ranji Singh
Marcia Sinclair
Dean Smalley
Michael Smith
Marilyn Sorochan
Elizabeth Sparling
Joe Sponga
Mike Springford
Sean Stephens
Barry Stock
Fred Stoneman
Peter Sturrup
Murray Taylor
Tom Taylor
Karin Theron
Lena Thorogood
Roxanne Van Bynen
Chole Vargas
Bessie Vlasis
Gail Waller
David Wattling
Dave Williams
Frank Young
Claudius Zujew

people who were nominated; it just 
becomes such a routine and part 
of  their daily life – their volunteer 
efforts, whether it was the hospital 
or a non-profit, or with sports teams 
or youth organizations, they didn’t 
see themselves as anything special. 
It was just such a normal part of  
their daily lives they didn’t realise 
someone else would see them as 
playing such an important role in our 
community,” he says. “To be honest, 
that overwhelmed me at some points. 
These are the people who make our 
community such a great place to 
live.”

These people were, in alphabetical 
order: the Canada Day bash to Aurora’s 

inaugural Pow-Wow served to show 
“how far Canada, as a country, has 
come in 150 years and how much 
further we still have to go and what 
we can do.”

“Every Canadian should be proud 
to be Canadian and proud to be part 
of  a country like Canada and accept 
the fact we have accomplished a lot 

but we are just beginning,” says Mr. 
Peterson. “There is much more to 
do and many more ways to ensure 
Canada remains a progressive 
nation, a beacon to many in the world 
on how to get certain things right. 
I just think it was a great year for 
Canada to rally around the maple 
leaf  and keep working hard to make 
the country better.”

Medal recipients’ honoured for “everyday” contributions

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

SKYLIGHTS

SPA

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

KARATE

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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 www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
 302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
 (inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

Kelly
Massage Spa

$25/30min

$45/60min

RMT $65/60min
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY LOOKING for expe-
rienced, knowledgable, on-
site supervisor for the York 
Region area. Please email 
resume to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 905-597-
0493   office: 905-597-0227.

AVON REPS NEEDED  
IN YOUR AREA,  

CONTACT LINDA  
FREE INFO  

TEXT OR PHONE 
905-557-0070    

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
coat. Perfect  
condition. Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

REGISTERED RECES REQUIRED 
for local school aged child care centres 
in Aurora. Must have experience work-
ing with children ages 4-12 years. Avail-
able for part time split shift Monday to 
Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at amongfriendsdaycar-
ecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of  
2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experience in meat cutting and processing. 
Duties include cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat into specialized 
cuts and preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiv-
alent required. Positions offered are permanent full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person 
at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, via 
fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

FOR SALE SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

L A R G E  
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

SNOW TIRES 
AND RIMS  
FOR SALE  

BF Goodrich   
Used 2 years on Ford Focus  
205/65 R15 (945) $400.00 or 

best offer  
call 905-751-9817.

COORDINATOR, INTAKE & ADMINISTRATION
1 Year - Contract Employment 

Cedar Centre is a non-profit organization that provides trauma therapy to children, youth and adults who have experienced all forms of 
interpersonal violence.  The Coordinator, Intake & Administration is responsible for providing telephone intake and clerical support to the 
Centre’s clinical team.  This position plays an active and pivotal role in establishing and maintaining a safe and welcoming environment  
for program participants and providing a liaison to the Agency’s community partners.

Primary Responsibilities:

•   Provides administrative and coordination support to Cedar Centre’s Clinical staff and to all clinical programs, including  
group and individual services

•  Answers inquiries and provides information about programs and services 
•  Conducts trauma-informed telephone intakes, including assessing eligibility for service, preparation of therapeutic files  

and making appropriate referrals, as required
•  Ensures that all documentation of client-related information is recorded in an accurate and timely manner
•  Maintains clinical file room and filing process, including organization of client files and individual case files
•  Assists in the creation and maintenance of all clinical forms
•  Participates in weekly program planning and supervision meetings and other agency meetings, as required
•  Represents Cedar Centre at community meetings, as required
•  Maintains the smooth and efficient delivery of service within the policies and practices of the organization 

Agency Business:

• Demonstrates excellence in the area of client service
• Assists with front desk relief
• Organizes and maintains all clinical electronic files 
• Provides logistical support for all trainings and workshops, including creation and distribution of community and group  

updates and notices
• Responsible for written, verbal and email communications to individual clients, contractors and community partners on  

behalf of the clinical team    
• Maintains clinical appointment booking system and schedules for groups, supervision and trainings
• Attends professional development and training activities, as required
• Other duties as required by the Executive Director or Clinical Director

Data Management:

• Responsible for the collection, maintenance and reporting of all clinical program metrics

Community Outreach Activities:

• Maintains an active liaison with referring community partners 

Qualifications and Qualities:
• Evidence of practicing from an Anti-Racist/Anti-Oppressive perspective
• Demonstrated ability to establish effective working relationships with diverse populations and community agencies
• Theoretical and practical knowledge of childhood sexual abuse and other
  forms of interpersonal childhood trauma
• Strong organization and administrative skills 
• Strong interpersonal skills and demonstrated strength in client advocacy
• Previous experience working in a clinical environment
• Previous experience conducting intakes would be an asset
• Trauma-informed training would be an asset 
• Thrives in a busy and dynamic work environment

Accountability:

The Clinical Administrator reports directly to the Executive Administrator, and ultimately to the Clinical Director.

1 FTE – Contract Employment (35 hrs./week)

 As an employer, Cedar Centre is dedicated to building an organization that reflects the diversity of our clients and the commu  
nities we serve. We strongly encourage applicants from Indigenous/First Nations, Francophone, Immigrant and Refugee, Wom  
en of Colour, LGBTTTQQI individuals, people with Dis/abilities, and all equity seeking groups to apply for this position.

 Apply in confidence to Kerrie Kortis, Clinical Director,  k.kortis@cedarcentre.ca  prior to January 5, 2018.

 We thank all candidates for their interest but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound  

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME  
CARRIERS NEEDED  

to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.
Earn money while getting exercise.  Contact 

Cephise 416-505-2770

Advertise 
in 

The Auroran 
Classifieds 

905
727-3300
ext. 102

“You agree – I’m sure you agree,
 that beauty is the only thing 

worth living for.” 

–  Agatha Christie

As the magazines for the New Year hit the 
stands reminding you to declutter your closets, 
watch your diet, your schedule, or signing up at 
the gym, give some thought this New Year to your 
spiritual life.

It seems that that is what January is for — a 
new beginning. 

Feeding your spirit, your soul, is such an im-
portant discipline. It’s not like something on 
your to-do list.  It’s not another task, like remem-
bering your vitamins and flossing. You don’t 
need to be waiting for inspiration to realize how 
wonderful this New Year really is.

Ms. Christie was right, finding the beauty in 
things around you and learning to be grateful 
for our life, no matter how nasty things have 
been for you, gratitude is the secret to living a 
happier life. You must make every effort to fol-
low a gentle path to abundance. That means, 
look at the world and everything around you 
through eyes that appreciate beauty and sim-
plicity. 

Although everything is white outside and a 
glance in the mirror means another gray hair or 
loss of hair. Or maybe, you are asking yourself, 
“why, oh why did I have to have that extra piece 
of pie?”

Who cares? Was it good? Sure it was. Did you 
gain weight? Sure you did. Who cares, in no time 
at all you can get rid of it. How often do we eat 
like that, unless it’s a holiday?  Stop the guilt, life 
is meant for you to live it up and enjoy. So, now 
today, there is no cake in your fridge and you are 
on your regular diet, those pounds will eventu-
ally come off.  So, go easy on yourself, stop beat-

ing yourself up; you had fun, you laughed and 
maybe you even cried.  All these moments will 
come to pass, and they will be a sweet memory.

So, this beautiful brand-New Year, let your 
skies be filled with laughter, with joy, with grati-
tude. Don’t let winter’s darkness close in on you; 
it’s time for you to be the light. It is in the details 
of life that beauty is revealed, sustained, and 
nurtured.

If you had an opportunity to be with those 
you love, family and friends, then you are richer 
than rich.  You certainly don’t have to look too 
far to be happy, to begin this New Year with 
such a tremendous hope that all will be well.

None of us can control the outcomes of our 
lives, but we do have this one precious moment 
to be a source of inspiration to another. We are 
all here to serve each other and in turn we re-
ceive contentment and peace knowing we tried 
to make a little difference for someone in this 
crazy world we live in.

And, as I say to you, I am saying to myself, try 
slowing down as if it were an adagio – a melo-
dy played in an easy, graceful manner. Listen to 
music that soothes and uplifts your spirit. And 
while you are listening, pause to consider how 

your own life has been a piece of beautiful mu-
sic. The highs and the lows, and the gentle lull 
reminding you that yes, I am living a fine life, not 
a perfect life, but I am okay, and I know every-
thing will go as it should.

Happy New Year to all our readers.  May it 
bring you a lift to your spirit and a realization 
that you are cherished by this writer and the 
Aurora Seniors Association!  Accept, bless, give 
thanks and then get going!

HAPPENINGS AT THE  
AURORA SENIORS’ CENTRE

UPCOMING SEMINARS:
 Seminars are held on a regular basis at the Cen-
tre. They are held in the lounge and start at 1 
pm. The topic of the first seminar of the New 
Year is Health and Nutrition. Then there is one 
on February 21 and one on March 14. 

BUDGET BISTRO
 took a holiday over Christmas but is back in full 
swing on Wednesday, January 3 and subsequent 
Wednesdays.

LADIES BILLIARDS 
is held every Monday morning from 9 am to 12 
noon. No men are allowed! It is for ladies only, 
so come out and try your hand.

MEXICAN RUMMY
 is played on every Wednesday at 1 pm. If you 
have never played, why don’t you come and 
give it a try.

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ Cen-
tre and all it has to offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.auroraseniors.ca, or 
call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mon-
day to Friday.

SENIOR
SCAPE

By Christina Doyle

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4
Free Family Skate – Villanova College invites 

you to a free family skate today from 7 – 9 p.m. 
at King City Arena (25 Doctors Lane). Come out 
to usher in the New Year in true Canadian style. 
Enjoy a free skate and a hot chocolate. All are 
welcome.

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
Canadian Blood Services hosts a blood donor 

clinic today from 2.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. at Our 
Lady of  Grace Catholic Church (Lynett Hall), 16 
Catherine Avenue. It’s in you to give.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona 

Alleslev invites the community for a Canada 
Summer Jobs Information Night this evening 
from 7 – 9 p.m. at her Oak Ridges office. Each 
year, the Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) program 
helps employers create valuable summer job 
opportunities for full-time students aged 15 to 30 
years old by providing provides funding for not-for-
profit organizations, public sector employers and 
small businesses with up to 50 or fewer employees. 
MP Leona Alleslev’s office will be hosting a Canada 
Summer Jobs Information Night to provide local 
small-businesses, public sector and not-for-profit 
employers with more information on eligibility 
criteria and the application process with a Service 
Canada representative. RSVP at leonaalleslevmp.
ca/events or call 905-773-8358. Ms. Alleslev’s office 
is located at 202-12820 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
SNOWFLAKE BALL – The third annual 

Snowflake Father Daughter Ball is nback in 
support of  Girls Inc. tonight from 6 – 9 p.m. in the 
showroom of  Highland GM. Calling all dads, uncles 
and grandfathers – bring your daughter, niece or 
granddaughter for a fun night out with dancing, 
food and beverages, a silent auction and loot bags. 
Tickets are $25. For more information, contact 
Melanie at info@snowflakefdb.com. For tickets 
and sponsorship opportunities, visit snowflakefdb.
com.
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AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Service with Professionalism
LENARD LIND

Service with Professionalism
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.comwww.hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may applyCall today for a free property evaluation!**

Curb appeal and much more!  Great visibility on Leslie Street with over 130 feet of frontage!  
Bring your head office here!  Two-storey reception!  Floating oak staircase!  Numerous 2 
station offices!  Boardroom, kitchen, 3 washrooms and open business 
area on lower level too!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and Highway 407! $2,998.888

RICHMOND HILL!  5200 SF “CHARACTER” OFFICE BUILDING 
WITH 21 PARKING ON ½ ACRE!

Newmarket!  1/4 + acre lot!  4 entrances!  Open zoning!  Curb appeal and visibility in hospital 
expansion area on Davis Drive!  Great long-term tenants!  Some vacant space for owner occu-
pier – why pay rent?  5 washrooms!  Numerous offi ces – 4000 SF retail 
and 4000 SF offi ce!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and transit at the door! $3,500,000

  MEDICAL/COMMERCIAL/OFFICE BUILDING!  
8000 SF!  28 PARKING!

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

3700 SF!  FORMER SHOWHOME!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  POOL!  60 FT. LOT!

$1,445,000

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 34 Charing Cres., Arora – Bathurst north of Bloomington to signs! Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora!  2-storey foyer!  Floating oak 
staircase!  Updated centre island kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open to spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fireplace! Main floor 
den! Master with enticing ensuite!  Bright professionally finished open concept lower level too!  Private oasis backyard and saltwater pool!

  SHOWSTOPPER RENO PLUS INLAW POTENTIAL! QUIET CRESCENT!

AURORA BUNGALOW BEAUTY!  BACKS TO GREENSPACE!

$1,150,000

$994,888

Open House Saturday and Sunday 2-4pm, 9 April Gardens, Aurora – Bathurst to Aurora Heights to signs! It’s a beauty!  Open concept plan!  Gourmet centre island kitchen with granite counters, 
servery and stainless steel appliances!  Hardwood plank floors on both levels!  Enticing ensuite with oversized glass shower, custom vanity with quartz counters & upgraded faucets!  Big secondary 
bedrooms!  Bright, nicely finished open concept  walk-out lower level!  Loaded with extras & upgrades!  Demand northwest Aurora child-safe crescent location steps to schools, 
park & nature trails! 

Shows to perfection!  Just move in!  New 50 year shingles & new eavestroughs!  Updated furnace, windows & more!  Immaculately kept and elegantly upgraded!  Hardwood 
floors!  Updated kitchen w/granite counter & SS appliances!  Updated baths!  Inlaw potential in bright professionally finished look-out lower level!

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)
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www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

EMPOWERING  
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

 
Apply now for September 2018

At Pickering College, students (JK to Grade 12), faculty and staff live the 
values that have guided our school since 1842 in a stimulating collegial 
environment. 

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance 
between challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world 
life skills that can be applied to their university career and beyond. 

Visit us online to learn more:  
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE!
Saturday, January 20  –  10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, February 27  –  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

DROP IN FOR A TOUR!
Tuesday, February 20  –  9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, February 22  –  9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON | 905-895-1700 ext. 259

DAY ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS
available for 

Grades 6, 7, 8, and 9
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Why Pickering College?

•	 Established in 1842, Pickering College is 
Canada’s only Quaker-founded school

•	 Fully-integrated Global Leadership Program,  
JK to Grade 12

•	 100% university acceptance at schools in 
Canada, the United States and abroad

•	 89% of 2017 graduates were Ontario  
Scholars, achieving an overall average of 
80% or higher 

•	 Diverse student body including 25%  
international boarding students hailing  
from 27 countries 

•	 Only JK-Grade 12 school in Canada with a 
CRTC-licensed radio station, 102.7 CHOP FM

•	 The only independent school in Ontario  
to be selected as UNESCO Candidate  
School and currently working towards  
full membership

•	 Almost 90 per cent of our 2017 graduates  
exceeded their community service hours  
requirement of 60 hours

•	 Over 50 co-curricular options are available,  
including competitive and recreational 
sports, clubs, theatre, fine arts, music,  
student voice and unique offerings such  
as equestrian, mountain biking and alpine 
skiing

•	 Beautiful 42-acre campus on Bayview Ave. 
that includes two gymnasiums, a ¼ mile 
track, 3 large sports fields and a nearby  
75-acre outdoor education property

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC


