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Aurora to dig deep on Library Square

Temple of Fame  
will once again 

harness the power  
of local women  
– 100 years on

By Brock Weir

A century ago, Aurora women were 
looking to their heroines.

It was a dark time in our history. 
World War One was still raging, 
thousands of  Canadians had died, 
and suffrage was still something 
being fought for.

But where there is darkness, there 
is also light. By breathing life to their 
heroines – women who led empires, 

By Brock Weir

Library Square has been nearly 20 
years in the making, but Aurora Council 
turned a significant page in the project’s 
long history last week – settling on a 
concept.

In a 7 – 1 vote on Tuesday night, 
Council decided to approve the second 
of  two concepts planned for a new town 
square, which will be built in between the 
Aurora Public Library and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.

The concept plan will see Aurora 
dig deep, picking the “lowered square” 
option which would place Library Square 
on the same level as the ground floor of  
the current library building.

As a consequence, however, it will 
require digging deep around the base of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre to create a 
flat surface. 

The plan also calls for a new public 
building, an extension of  the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, to be built on the site 
of  the former Aurora Public Library 

Building on Victoria Street, and parking 
to surface the new Library Square 
complex to be built on the footprint of  
the former Aurora Seniors’ Centre, also 
on Victoria Street.

Demolition work on both buildings is 
currently ongoing.

Option Two was the option preferred 
by both The Planning Partnership, 
planners retained by the plan to come 
up with concept designs, as well as the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 

BEFORE THE CHRISTMAS RUSH – Elves will be hard at work ahead of Christmas Eve on 
Sunday, but their local helpers got the Festive Season started early in Aurora. Zoe, Amelia, Keira, 
Nikki, Ciara helped spread some cheer recently at Trinity Anglican Church’s annual Christmas Bazaar, 
one of countless holiday events throughout the community which helped spread the yuletide cheer. 
For more on these events, see Page 9.                                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

AURORA’S 2016
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

$1,199,888

SHOWSTOPPER RENO 
+ IN-LAW POTENTIAL!

It’s a beauty! Open concept plan! Gourmet centre island kitchen 
with granite counters, servery & SS appliances! Hardwood plank 
fl oors on both levels! Enticing ensuite! Big bedrooms! Bright 
walk-out lower level! Loaded with extras & upgrades!

Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora! 
2-storey foyer! Floating oak staircase! New hardwood on main fl oor! 
Updated centre island kitchen w/granite counters & SS appliances! 
Main fl oor den too! Bright prof. fi nished open concept lower level! 
Private oasis backyard & saltwater pool!

$1,475,888

3700 SF! FORMER SHOWHOME! 
FIN BSMT! POOL!

OUR TEAM

www.DougandAngela.ca

DOUG SABISTON 
Sales Representative 
416.899.1083
doug@sabiston.ca

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative 
905.717.6027
ajones@trebnet.com

Call us today!

No place like Home for the holidays

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 20

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Welcome 
back 

Frank!
14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3    Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
from 9 - 3 & Saturday All Day

A&F
Hair Elite

info@SiarkasSellsHomes.com

Bill
Siarkas
416.727.4159
For All Your Real Estate 
Needs... Call Today!

"Serving Aurora, King City, Maple, Oak Ridges, Newmarket and the surrounding areas!"

Bill 
Siarkas 
416.727.4159
For all Your Real 
Estate Needs...
Call Today!

www.SiarkasSellsHomes.com
"Serving Aurora, King City, Maple, Oak Ridges, Newmarket and the surrounding areas!"

With purchase of 35 sq. ft . of countertops

www.DPScountertops.com
905-503-2222

Showroom: 
16650 Jane Street, King 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
From

“A LITTLE LIGHT CAN HELP EXPEL A WHOLE LOT OF DARKNESS” – Dozens of Aurora residents gathered at Town Hall on Monday night 
for the first official Menorah Lighting Ceremony. Spearheaded by Chabad Aurora, the ceremony was intended to send a message of light into the community 
following incidents of anti-Semitic graffiti. Pictured here enjoying the light are Eden Hoffman, 7, and brother Joshua, 10. (Inset Left) Mayor Geoff Dawe had the 
honour of sparking the first flame while, (Inset Right) Chabad Aurora’s Rabbi Yosef Hecht completed the Menorah. For more, see page 24.

          Auroran photos by Brock Weir 

1 Vata Court, Aurora 
905.713.2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

More 
than a 
pool 
store!
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Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

Joanne, Tanya, Anne, Carolyn, Wendy, Karen and Damir
Wish You A Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE
21 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA, ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Celebrating two decades 
of outstanding service

Veterans Affairs
Canada

Authorized Provider

….ooooops!
Feeling like a  
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved  
one now- or, in planning for the future?

I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!

So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…

I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!

We have been helping seniors and their families like 
you for almost two decades—and, these years give us 
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much 
understand your situation and to provide you with the 
highest standard of compassionate and professional 
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique 
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care 
for your loved one at an affordable cost.

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care  
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca 
www.LAServices.ca

*Some conditions may apply

VICTOR CHETCUTI
Sales Representative

NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive 
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by 
visiting: www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 

ID# 2072 
For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation 

Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

Canada 150 will go out with a 
bang at Family First event

By Brock Weir

2017 has been a year of  celebration as 
the country has marked 150 years since 
Confederation, but the year will truly go 
out with a bang as fireworks take centre 
stage at Family First Night.

Family First Night, an annual New 
Year’s Eve tradition in Aurora, will close 
out the year with a spectacular display, 
the crowning moment of  an evening of  
family-friendly fun.

Family First Night will take place 
Sunday, December 31, at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex from 6 – 9 p.m.

Festivities include free skating and 
swimming from 6 – 8 p.m., reptile and 
magic shows, and plenty of  children’s 
activities.

“As we traditionally do at this event, we 
will be celebrating the New Year coming 
up,” says Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora. 
“With 2018 being the Year of  the Dog, we 
will have dog-themed crafts and activities, 
but to really showcase the finale of  Canada 
150, there will be a spectacular fireworks 
show that evening and we have chosen 
9 p.m. so that all ages can see it because 
not all ages will be up at midnight. And, 
because of  our cold temperatures, the 
fireworks will be even more spectacular 
because the cool air enhances the colours.

“In addition to that spectacular show, 
there will be different things going on 
within the complex, such as providing kids 
with the supplies to make their very own 
time capsule and other cool features. This 
year, based on feedback, we’re going to have 
three reptile shows versus two, because 
it is always such a popular activity. We 
have a fantastic musician, the Pickpocket 
Magician, and Mad Science as well with 
their ongoing demonstrations which 
kids always love to get their hands on.” 
Each year as Ms. Ware and her team plan 
the grand finale for the year about to 
pass, she says she always looks forward 
to seeing the event unfold through the 
eyes of  the children. The magicians, she 
says, never fail to spread genuine magic 
for both the young and the young at heart 
– and although she shies away from the 

reptiles themselves, she is always excited 
to see others interact with them first hand. 

Each moment builds a memory and, for 
families who come out December 31, there 
will be plenty of  building blocks to build 
memories of  your own.

It’s a brand new feature and the perfect 
selfie opportunity. A teaser? You might 
just find some of  these items in your 
Christmas stocking this year.

Fine, think LEGO blocks only much, 
much bigger. 

Family First will, of  course, be the 
last Special Event hosted by the Town 
of  Aurora this year, but this has been no 
ordinary year. Canada 150 has meant that 
each of  the municipally-hosted events 
has carried with it a Canadiana theme, 
whether it was special themed activities 
at Arctic Adventure in February, the 
Canada Day spectacular, or the Concerts 
in the Park series featuring all Canadian 
performances.

“Every single event, I am always 
fortunate – and I always emphasize 
fortunate – I have been able to walk away 
with a special memory that, at the time, 
I don’t think can ever be replaced,” says 
Ms. Ware. “Aurora is about being in good 
company. It is about creating connections, 
sustaining connections, and whatever 
your New Year’s plan rituals are, or the 
traditions that you have, come out to the 
complex, see the energy, feel the energy 
in the building, and also meet and talk 
to the neighbours that are sitting beside 
you during the reptile show, or in the 
magic show, or where kids will see their 
classmates at the event.

“Friendships are made and friendships 
are often rekindled and that is what this 
event can do. Whatever your traditions 
are, it would be nice if  you can incorporate 
this one into it because it is from 6 – 9, 
strategically planned to be earlier in the 
evening to accommodate most schedules.”

And, she says, come prepared with 
your skates and swimsuits if  you want to 
hit the ice or hit the pool.

For more on Family First Night, 
visit aurora.ca/firstnight or call 905-
726-4762.

The Auroran will not publish a paper next week, December 28, to allow our team some time to enjoy the Holiday Season. 
We look forward to seeing you again on January 4, 2018. 

Our best wishes for a joyous season and a happy and healthy New Year!
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR
Machell’s Corners

I’m continually reminded that 
sarcasm simply doesn’t translate well 
in the wilds of  the internet.

Through the written word, it is rather 
difficult to sufficiently convey the nudge-
nudge-wink-wink so often present in 
verbal communication. Without an 
emoji, readers are often unaware that 
you’re raising your eyebrow quizzically, 
rolling your eyes as the words pass your 
lips, or that your voice is taking on a 
tone, usually a half-octave higher than 
your own, that could only be described 
as mocking – even though the person 
you might be imitating sounds nothing 
whatsoever like the sound spewing 
forth from your mouth.

It is very much a twenty-first century 
problem, but recently I’ve come to see – 
or fallen victim to – the very opposite of  
the above: people seeing sarcasm where 
there isn’t any to be found. No, really. 

Perhaps my online persona comes 
with a level of  built-in snark, a 
perception that despite my occasional 
earnestness, there is something a little 
bit cockeyed bubbling away below the 
surface. Sure, this perception is often 
accurate, but every once in a while that 
genuine earnestness does poke through. 

Take, for instance, the first half  of  
last week when we were preparing 
for what was to be the first significant 
snowfall of  the season. 

I mused about one of  my favourite 
things associated with a snowfall and, 
evidently, many of  my heat-seeking 
friends assumed it was a sarcastic jibe. 
Yet, it wasn’t. Despite being born in the 
dying days of  summer, I am very much 
a winter baby at heart and, in the end, 
some of  my very own favourite things 
are incomprehensible to those who 
prefer to bask in the sun. 

So, as I sit here at my desk preparing 
to head into the city for a traditional 
viewing of  The Sound of  Music, I 
thought it appropriate in this, our last 
edition of  2017, to expand upon this 
unlikely favourite thing that elicited 
such a response and, taking a page out 
of  Fraulein Maria’s book, expounding 
upon it.

Bright copper kettles  
and warm woollen mittens

Although we have more or less 
collectively moved past the days 
of  bright copper kettles, the same 
warm feeling is still with me during 
the Christmas season. An enduring 
tradition in our household each year, 
after the Queen’s Christmas Message, is 
to turn on the modern day counterparts 
to a bright copper kettle, the decidedly 
less bright and nothing-remotely-close-
to-copper griddle or waffle iron and 
whip up a scratch batch of  gingerbread 
pancakes. 

Although there is something to be 
said for complete originality, in this 
case, a hand-up from Aunt Jemima is 
nothing to be ashamed of.

The spice and molasses of  the finished 
product warms you from the inside 
out and the smell of  the gingerbread 
throughout your house is a welcome one 
to come back to after a delightful family 
reunion. 

That’s sarcasm, folks.
As for the warm woollen mittens, I’m 

not a particular fan.
Leather gloves with fleece lining do 

the trick for me, but when it comes to 
socks at this time of  year, nothing will 
do but 100 per cent wool. 

There is an age factor here. I don’t 
know if  women go through the same 
thing, but there comes a time in every 
man’s life where, all of  a sudden, you’re 
alarmed to find socks rising fast on 
your list of  Top 10 gift ideas. Up until a 
certain age, there is nothing you’d like 
to find under the tree than a six-pack of  
new socks. But, come that magical year 
that is different for everyone, it shoots 
straight to the top. 

I’m there, I’m old, let’s move on. But 
as much as men-of-a-certain age would 
love to open up a new pair of  slippers 
this year, for me it’s all about the thick 
woolly socks to wear around the house.

Brown paper packages  
tied up with strings

This is becoming something of  a lost 
art.

Admittedly, it is an art I’ve never been 
able to master.

From the time I was first trusted 
with a roll of  wrapping paper, a pair of  
scissors and a roll of  scotch tape, it was 
pretty much a crap shoot on whether 
the paper I lovingly carved from the 
roll would ultimately be too small to 
cover the gift, or large enough to wrap 
a lifetime’s supply of  whatever the 
recipient was getting.

It was invariably a mess, but 
each disastrous effort spurred me 
on to try and achieve perfection. 
Alas, it’s still a far off  dream. My 
packages, although not covered in 
brown paper, and usually with bows or 
curled ribbons replacing the strings of  

yore, are still, in some cases, wrapped in 
a double layer of  excess paper or patched 
up here and there with trimmings. 

Each patch, a symbol of  my love and 
determination.

(Yes, that too is sarcasm)

Snowflakes that stay  
on my nose and eyelashes

Okay, so here’s where I was falsely 
accused of  sarcasm last week.

In the lead up to the snowfall, I posed 
a simple question: Who else loves 
the sound of  the snow plow blades 
scraping the pavement in the dead of  
night?

Depending on your point of  view, 
perhaps you’re not surprised there were 
relatively few hands that popped up. For 
some, it generated a chuckle; others an 
angry face; and others, a smattering of  
eye-rolling gifs.

Nevertheless, I was serious.
In the warmer months, there are 

few sounds more soothing to me than 
a thunderstorm on a hot, sultry night. 
The sound of  nature doing what she 
does best never fails to lull me into a 
deep and relaxing sleep.

Conversely, when the snow flies, the 
sound of  people working to clean up 
nature’s wrath elicits a similar feeling. 

The sound of  the blades scraping 
along the ground is something I 
unapologetically find soothing, 
although the whys and the wherefores 
are out of  reach, even to me. Perhaps it 
signals that despite being wrapped up 
cosily in bed that the world is still going 
about its business. Maybe it’s the fact 
the sound is a pretty good indicator that 
one will be waking up to the beauty of  a 
fresh layer of  gleaming snow. 

Whatever it is, I’m just going to roll 
with it and enjoy.

The same goes for that delightful 
feeling when you go out the door first 
thing on a crisp winter morning, less 
than half  an hour removed from a 
warming shower, and the inside of  your 
nose ever-so-slightly freezes on first 
contact with the air. 

Silver white winters  
that melt into springs.

Yes, I think it’s safe to say Maria was 
a winter enthusiast as well,  and for 
so many the best part of  this season is 
the knowledge that once December 21 
is firmly out of  the way, the days start 
becoming longer and longer and each 
day is one closer to the warmth and 
vitality of  a new spring. 

However – and wherever – you derive 
your pleasure this Christmas season, I 
hope you find what you’re looking for 
and have a safe and happy holiday. I’ll 
see you in 2018.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Interim control bylaw has 
“serious ramifications”

On the other hand…

Well, I have finally clued in to the 
fact that the OMB referenced in OMB 
Reform, actually stands for “Over-the-
top Mrakas Bombast.” 

In his incessant Facebook posts, 
Councillor Tom Mrakas takes credit for 
everything that happens in Aurora. You 
almost get the impression that nobody 
else at Town Hall (staff  or the other 
members of  Council) do anything.  

He takes credit for things he does 
(fair enough, but exactly what is a 
Blue Dot Movement, and what does it 
do for us?); for things he doesn’t do – 
like the opening of  the Hartwell Way 
bridge, which was already there and 
most likely unfolding as it should; and 
for things he actually spoke against – 
like the hotel, where he posted that the 
Mayor was very simplistic in stating 
that high costs were keeping hoteliers 
away (since verified by the developer 
and reported in this very paper).  

And now, we need to suffer 
from the bombast again as 
Councillor Mrakas attempts to 
introduce an Interim Control Bylaw.  

You really need to research this – it is a 
complex piece of  legislation (I have seen 
it described as very regressive), which 
may have very serious ramifications if  
you are in the process of  trying to get a 
permit for work on your house.  

Maybe you want to add an in-law 
suite. Maybe you want to expand your 
house because your own family is 
expanding.  

Maybe you are selling your house as 
part of  your retirement planning and 
the new purchaser wants to change it. 
Well this could kill the deal, affecting 
your plans.  

But, it will benefit the Councillor 
as he patronizingly and bombastically 
tells us “our residents deserve this,” 
and is cheered on by those who have no 
plans, or have already done something, 
or simply don’t want anything in their 
backyard.

Well, no, we deserve to be treated 
fairly. And not be used as vote fodder. 

Frederick Crowley
Aurora 

I don’t usually do this but I figured 
why not!  Someone has to say a big 
“Thank you” to our busy Councillor 
Tom Mrakas.  I moved to Aurora 
summer of  2009 and I love it here. 
Aurora is a great place to raise a family 
and I can only hope and pray that it 
stays this way.  

In the last couple of  years Councillor 
Tom Mrakas has kept us informed. 
Everywhere you look on social media 
there’s Tom!! Tom has been keeping 
us in the loop, letting us know what’s 
going on. I have never felt like I knew 
what was going on in our town, until 
now.

Thank you Councillor Tom Mrakas 
for taking the time to visit your fellow 
Aurorans, for keeping things simple, 
for answering our questions, for going 
above and beyond!

I know that our other Councillors 
in Aurora are always there when you 
need them. But I just wanted to take 
this moment to point out someone who 
deserves an extra “Thank you.”

I wish you and your family a very 
Merry Christmas and may 2018 be your 
year.

Kyria K.
Aurora

Silver white winters
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‘Twas the night before Christmas, 
it’d been a long day

Planning for that evening, was well 
underway

Despite the last minute rush, and 
deadlines to meet

Santa sat for a minute, and put up his 
feet.

Donning his glasses, he sipped from 
his tea

And drew an Auroran, from the pile 
by his knee

This paper covered that Town, with 
unbiased views

Santa found it the best source, to 
hear all the news

The first thing he read was a bit of  a 
surprise

Council this year had voted to reduce 
its size

Next year he need not carry, nearly 
as much weight

If  council put out only six stockings, 
not eight.

The Town’s old library would be torn 
down, he read

But once that was done they would 
build nothing instead

That was a decision he could not 
understand

Besides, that roof  was a great 
downtown place to land

Then Santa read that in fact an 
option or two 

For the Square had been proposed 
for council to choose

He was outwardly hopeful, but deep 
down afraid

It’d be twenty more years ‘fore a 
foundation was laid

Glancing at the next page the story to 
follow

About the armory was better to 
swallow  

Food and wine would be sold there, 
as quick as a wink

Next year his team might even pop in 
for a drink

Vehicular challenges continued in 
Town

For endless parking chaos no help 
could be found

While Council with patience still 
hoped it would score

Funds for a new exit at Highway 
Four Oh Four

The Joint Ops Centre’s debut had 
drawn a big crowd

It was a structure of  which the Town 
could be proud

It had all kinds of  features, from big 
ones to small

It lacked only funding to pay for it all

For the Town’s local Bridge Club the 
year had been hard

Playing on in Aurora was not in the 
cards

While for schools good news was 
there were now more spaces

But sadly in portables - unpopular 
places

He then read of  a change at Aurora 
Peace Park

The addition of  something that left 
quite a mark

For a moment he feared that his team 
might be harmed

But the Light Armoured Vehicle had 
been disarmed

Santa sat back and jotted some notes 
on his list

Then re-read it to make sure nothing 
was missed

He shook his head as he set The 
Auroran down 

Every year brought surprises, in that 
little Town

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

This is my last column before 
Christmas.  I hope you and your family 
have a very happy, healthy and safe 
Christmas. 

Aurora Go Trains
Last week I was joined by Steven 

Del Duca, Minister of  Transportation, 
at the historic Aurora GO Station to 
announce that, starting January 2, 
2018, the province is introducing new 
midday and evening weekday service 
between Union Station and Aurora GO 
Station. 

Combined with the existing service, 
commuters along this section of  the 
Barrie GO line will now benefit from 
all-day train service, seven days a week. 
The service improvements include 
new hourly, two-way service between 
Union Station and Aurora GO Station 
during the midday and evenings, and 
extra morning, afternoon and late 
evening trips between Bradford GO 
Station and Union Station, hourly 
weekend GO rail service starting 
December 30, 2017, all GO trains will 
serve the new Downsview Park GO 
Station, connecting to the TTC Line 1 
subway extension to York Region and 
timed GO bus connections providing 
customers north of  Aurora GO Station 
convenient access to the new GO train 
services.

The new addition of  these extra 
services on the Barrie Line is part of  
the largest rail project in Canada. More 
importantly, it is a response to the 
requests you have made as commuters, 
drivers and casual users of  the GO 
system. Ontario is transforming to a 
regional rapid transit system and this 
change will bring weekly trips across 
the entire GO rail network from about 
1,500 when the program began in 2015 
to nearly 6,000 by 2024-25, with more 
all-day and 15-minute service coming 
to the Barrie Line. I am especially 
proud to be able to deliver on a promise 
I made to you in 2014.

Greenbelt Expansion
As residents of  Newmarket-

Aurora, we are very fortunate to have 
lovely green spaces to enjoy with 
our family, such as Fairy Lake and 
Sheppard’s Bush.

Protecting the environment and 
our green spaces has never been more 
crucial and it is a priority for me and 
for the government. Significant growth 
and pressure from urban development 
is pointing to the need to expand the 
Greenbelt.

A new consultation is being 
launched which will include areas in 
the outer ring of  the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe. Ontario’s Greenbelt 
permanently protects 810,000 hectares 
of  green space, farmland, vibrant 
communities, forests, wetlands and 
watersheds. Approximately 10,000 
hectares were added to the Greenbelt 
in 2017, including 21 new urban river 
valleys and associated coastal wetland 
areas that connect to Lake Ontario. 
I have heard from you that it is not 
enough.  Please find information on 
the Greenbelt plans and consultation 
by going to: ontario.ca/greenbelt.

For all of  you who have made 
a passionate appeal for greater 
dedicated greenspace, I urge you to 
use this consultative opportunity to 
full advantage.

Hospice Palliative Care
Now that we have the Margaret 

Behan Hospice near Southlake, our 
first local residential hospice, it’s time 
to focus on how to improve access to 

high quality hospice palliative care.  
All three parties at Queen’s Park are 
working together to discuss what is 
needed to help make the conversation 
easier for anyone who is facing this 
challenge.  Hospice palliative care is 
about living well to the natural end of  
life, and Ontario is a leader in Canada 
in providing care. But more needs to 
be done, especially given our aging 
population and the inevitable need for 
end-of-life care.

Licensed Child Care Spaces
One issue that I consistently hear 

from families in Newmarket and 
Aurora is the need for more child care 
spaces.  I have heard your concerns 
and so has the province. Ontario 
is taking a significant step toward 
creating 45,000 new licensed child care 
spaces in schools, communities and 
other public spaces by funding almost 
500 new child care rooms at 188 schools 
across the province. This means that 
more than 8,400 children and their 
families across the province will gain 
access to high-quality licensed care in 
a safe, convenient setting.

Access to quality and affordable 
child care is an essential part of  the 
government’s plan for a fairer, better 
Ontario. These new spaces will allow 
children to have a safe and caring 
environment to learn and grow, and 
allow more women to go back to work 
and pursue their careers, which is 
critical to closing the gender wage gap.

Supporting Inn From the Cold
Lighthouse Legal services and 

Market Brewing Company recently 
hosted J&B’s Ugly Christmas Sweater 
party with all proceeds going to Inn 
From the Cold. The night was a lot of  
fun! Through the generosity of  many 
local residents and organizations there 
was silent auctions, door prizes and, of  
course, a prize for the ugliest sweater, 
won by Newmarket Councillor Bob 
Kawpis.

Continued on page 29

Continued on page 27

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas

Have a Merry Christmas

As 2017 comes to an end, let’s take 
the time to celebrate all the wonderful 
milestones and events of  this year and 
look forward to all the new and exciting 
adventures in store for next year. As 
you celebrate the holidays with family 
and friends, please be reminded to 
drink and drive responsibly and if  
needed, use alternative means to reach 
home safely.

I am pleased to announce that Aurora 
Town Council has approved the 2018 
Operating Budget. The capital budget 
was previously approved at the Council 
meeting on Tuesday, November 14. The 
combined approvals now represent a 
full endorsement of  the overall 2018 
budget. The Town’s operating budget 
was approved at $64.1 million. 

Council and staff  worked 
collaboratively to achieve Council’s 
budget target of  inflation, 2.1 per cent, 
plus 1 per cent for fiscal strategies 
to reduce reliance on unsustainable 
revenues and invest in infrastructure. 
The total 3.1 per cent increase to the tax 
levy translates to an additional $75.61 
of  property tax on a home with an 
average assessed value of  $770,000.  

This budget is efficient and takes 
budget pressures into consideration to 
ensure the Town continues to provide 
high quality, customer-focused service 
to our community. In our efforts to 
increase public safety, the Town has 
allocated more funding to Central York 
Fire Services in support of  its new fire 
facility to be constructed in northern 
Auroraand for the replacement of  older 
equipment.For more information on 
Aurora’s 2018 Budget, visit aurora.ca/
budget2018.

We are also once again supporting 
the Salvation Army Kettle Drive in 
Aurora. Why not consider manning 
a kettle at one of  the designated 
locations until Friday, December 24 
for a few short hours. Your help can 
really make a difference for individuals 
and families in York Region with 
serious financial difficulties. If  you’re 
interested in volunteering, please 
contact the Salvation Army Central 
York Region office at 905-895-6276 ext. 
208. To make an online donation, please 
visit salvationarmycentralyork.ca.

Ring in the New Year at Family 
First Night on Sunday, December 31. 
Enjoy free hot chocolate, children’s 
activities, free skating and swimming, 
magic shows and more at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex located at 135 
Industrial Parkway North from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. New this year, in celebration 
of  the end of  Canada 150, there will be 
a special fireworks display at 9:15 p.m. 
For more information, visit aurora.ca/
firstnight.

A reminder that as of  January 1, 
2018 some of  the waste and recycling 
collection dates in Aurora will be 
changing. Please consult Aurora’s 
Waste Collection Interactive Mapping 
application, submit your address 
and check if  your collection date 
has changed. Visit aurora.ca/
wasteandreccyling.ca for more details 
or to access the tool.

Also, our Town by-law states that 
cars must be off  the road between 2 
a.m. and 6 a.m. between November 15 
and April 15 annually. We thank you for 
your co-operation in keeping the roads 
free from parked vehicles during the 
prohibited times.For more information, 
please visit aurora.ca/snow.

Do you have an issue that needs 
attention or would like to ask a 
question? I invite you to contact my 

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

The 12 Days of Christmas – Museum Style!

To see all the items, and watch our music video, 
visit the Town of Aurora’s social media channels. 

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me:

12 Miracle Cures
11 Bucks for Spending
10 Salves for Healing

9 Specs for Seeing
8 Helpers Helping
7 Shelves a Rolling

6 Lanterns a Glowing
5 Unidentified Things

4 Creepy Dolls
3 Pairs of Skates
2 Full-Time Staff

And a Plow made at Fleury’s Foundry
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

THIS WEEK’S 
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Yes   No   Unsure

Previous poll results
Do you support the Canadian Institute of Food & Wine coming to the Aurora Armoury?

9%
UNSURE

Do you support a “lower” Library Square 
moving to the design phase?
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Waste collection dates
are changing

2018 Calendar
coming soon!

NEW TOOL
Don’t forget to use your address to populate 

your accurate collection day.

Visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling 
to access this new tool.

NEW COLLECTION MAP

Some waste and recycling collection schedules in Aurora will be changing as of January 1, 2018. Residents are encouraged
to review the map below, find their street name and check to see if their collection date has changed or has stayed the same.
Not all households are affected.  Visit the website aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling to access a new tool that will populate your
accurate collection day using your address.

These changes were implemented to increase efficiency and decrease missed collections. Residents can expect the same level of 
service for their curbside collection after the route changes.  

Residents are encouraged to download the My-Waste app to access waste and recycling information, set reminders and to 
receive notifications on important changes to waste and recycling programs. The My-Waste app can be downloaded from the 
App Store on your mobile device. For more information about the app, visit aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling.
 
If you currently have the My-Waste app on your mobile device you will need to reset your new waste and recycling collection 
day on January 1, 2018.

The Town of Aurora appreciates your patience, understanding and cooperation throughout these changes. 

For more information, please call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375 or Green For Life (GFL) Environmental Inc. at 905-713-0005.

aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling
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By Brock Weir

For over 30 years, Dilawri Group of Companies 
has exceeded the automotive expectations of 
Canadians. In late November Canada’s largest 
automotive group assumed daily management 
of BMW Newmarket.

“Not only are we the largest automotive group in Canada, but we want to be the premier automotive group in 
Canada,” MacArthur says. “Whether you’re looking for a new vehicle or bringing your car in for service, you’re 

going to experience the best customer service in the business.” 

The Dilawri Foundation was established in 2002 and, since its inception, has contributed tens of millions of dollars 
throughout Canada supporting a number of organizations such as the Ride to Conquer Cancer and SickKids. As the 
business grows so will BMW Newmarket partnerships within the community.

A new era begins 
at BMW Newmarket

Jamie MacArthur, General Manager

The Dilawri way is a tradition founded on the 
philosophy that exemplary customer service is the 
rule, not the exception. It is exactly what the 
Group bring to their latest acquisition. 

“We think Newmarket is a wonderful opportunity 
for our company,” says Jamie MacArthur, General 
Manager for BMW Newmarket. “We see strong 
growth prospects in providing great customer 
service from the moment you walk through the 
door – on both the sales and service side of the 
business.”

MacArthur has been with the Dilawri Group for 
5 years now and when the Group approached 
him about the opportunity to lead the team at 
BMW Newmarket, MacArthur recognized it as 
an chance to grow his skills – as well as the 
business itself.

MacArthur describes the feeling of sitting 
behind the wheel of a BMW for the fi rst time as 
“exhilarating” and this is the feeling he wants 
to share with new customers. With the re-
cent improvements to the dealership, staff 
and processes, the future looks bright for 
BMW Newmarket.

bmwnewmarket.ca   |   87 Mulock Drive Newmarket   |   1 (877) 592-9905

A NEW ERA BEGINS…

WELCOME TO BMW NEWMARKET
 
We’re proud to announce that Dilawri Group of Companies is now your trusted  
partner for BMW sales, service, parts, accessories and more. The entire BMW  
Newmarket staff is excited to offer the same level of customer service  
consistently provided in over 60 dealerships across the country.

What’s more, BMW Newmarket now offers access to specially-design programs that 
cover a wide spectrum of new and used vehicle ownership, allowing you to access 
financial services, vehicle appraisals, a fleet of service loaners and many more  
solutions that further enhance BMW ownership. After all, we believe the Ultimate 
Driving Experience deserves an ownership experience to match. 

For added benefit and convenience, we have enhanced our service to include: 
 
• Open Saturdays  
• Expanded fleet of service loaner vehicles
• Two full-time customer service shuttles 
• Complimentary exterior wash

Dilawri Group of Companies is Canada’s largest automotive group with 63 franchised dealerships representing 30 automotive brands across Canada  |  Dilawri.ca

BMW Newmarket 
bmwnewmarket.ca • (416) 367 4269
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BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

Happy Holidays & 
best wishes for a 

wonderful New Year!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Great things come in threes.
Introducing the new Hockley Winter Taster Pack – three refreshingly unique 

tastes in one convenient package. Yours for the holidays!
Now available at select LCBO outlets.

Great things come in threes.
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905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_003

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much are  
you paying for  
financial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you 
receive are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary 
second opinion on your portfolio. 

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Restrictions on developments in stable neighbourhoods 
eyed by Council

By Brock Weir

The new year could bring a temporary 
crackdown on new building projects in 
Aurora’s stable neighbourhoods.

Council last week tasked staff  with 
coming up with a proposal for an 
Interim Control Bylaw intended to 
restrict developments in established 
communities with older housing for up 
to a year.

The possible Interim Control 
Bylaw was first floated through a 
Notice of  Motion from Councillor 

Tom Mrakas. In his motion, he 
said Aurora has experienced “a 
significant amount of  pressure for 
infill residential development that has 
resulted in intensification through the 
construction of  additions, conversion 
of  existing floor area and the 
demolition of  existing buildings for the 
construction of  larger, more intense 
forms of  development” and staff  are 
already reviewing existing zoning 
policies.

In addition to this review, he and 
his fellow Council members said 

such a motion was timely in light of  
Provincial legislation passed last week 
which signalled the end of  the Ontario 
Municipal Board in favour of  local 
appeals tribunals.

“This Council approved a study in 
regards to stable neighbourhoods and 
looking at the zoning within those 
stable neighbourhoods so we could 
have a staff  report come back to us 
looking at how possibly we can deal 
with the concerns in regards to those 
stable neighbourhoods with monster 
homes or homes that don’t fit within 
the neighbourhood  or development 
that doesn’t fit within those stable 
neighbourhoods,” said Councillor 
Mrakas.

“Normally a lot of  municipalities, 
when doing one of  these studies, have 
implemented an interim control bylaw, 
which is a very complex piece of  
legislation that allows a municipality to 
be as strong as they would like to be or 
not as restricted and just have certain 
aspects within the bylaw they create 
to stop certain aspects of  development 
within the areas they are studying.”

A proposed bylaw, he said, could 
identify specific areas where an interim 
control bylaw might take effect, but it is 
not intended to prohibit any variance 
applications to come forward from area 
residents.

“If  there are residents or homeowners 
that come forward and they do need 
a small variance to make an addition 
to their home, they could come before 
Council and ask for an exemption and 
we could allow an exemption,” “I think 
the majority of  us, if  it is a resident 
that is looking to make some addition 
or alteration to their home that would 
allow them to maybe make more room, 
we would allow for that exemption 
because we understand it is a resident 
looking to stay, it would still fit in 
with the confines of  what that stable 
neighbourhood has.

“I think what the interim control 

bylaw would stop and pause while we 
did the study, the builder and developer 
that is coming in, knocking down the 
home and looking to create something 
that doesn’t fit within that stable 
neighbourhood.”

Added Councillor Michael 
Thompson:  “[The tribunal regulations] 
are all starting to come out and how that 
mechanism works, along with some of  
these, I think is good information for 
us to make some determinations going 
forward.”

Councillor Mrakas’ motion was 
approved 7 – 1, with Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
being the odd one out citing concerns 
about whether an interim control 
bylaw would adversely impact the 
property values of  residents looking to 
sell up. 

It was also approved along with an 
amendment from Councillor John Abel 
that any proposed Interim Control 
Bylaw exclude the redevelopment of  
Highland Gate. 

This amendment was put on the 
table after representatives from 
Geranium Homes, the builders of  the 
development, approached the podium 
last month asking for reassurances this 
would not hinder their redevelopment 
in any way. 

“The only reason we want to do this 
is to put everyone’s mind at ease,” said 
Councillor Abel. “By not doing so, 
they have these concerns and I would 
sympathize with that position. They 
have only asked for some clarity in 
wording so they can feel at ease.”

While Councillors Mrakas and 
Abel debated the semantics of  the 
amendment, it ultimately passed.

“Are we trying to solve a problem 
that doesn’t exist?” asked Mayor Dawe. 
“We’ve done that before. I would be 
happy to see a report, but I have problems 
fully appreciating the ramifications of  
this. I have no knowledge whether this 
would negatively or positively affect 
property values.”

Residents treated for smoke 
inhalation after apartment fire

By Brock Weir 

Residents of  an Wellington Street 
West apartment building continue 
to be treated for smoke inhalation 
after a fire on Saturday night.

Central York Fire Services 
responded to a high rise fire at 147 
Wellington Street West, at Murray 
Drive near Aurora High School, at 
9.55 p.m. on December 16. 

Upon arrival, fire crews found 
smoke in the lobby and a fire in 
one of  the residential units on the 
main floor. The fire, according to the 
CYFS, was quickly extinguished.

York Region Paramedic Services 
transported one individual to 
hospital to be treated for smoke 
inhalation, where she remains. 

Several other residents of  the 
building were temporarily evacuated 
from their units and relocated to an 
adjacent building.

Six fire apparatus were involved 
in the initial response, as well as 
York Regional Police and the York 
Region Paramedic Services.

A relief  fund for the victim, Kim 
Valentine, has been initiated. 

“Kim lost everything,” says 
Heather Anne Lambert. “Kim 
was already struggling to make 
it financially and this tragedy is 
devastating.”

For more information on 
the Fire Relief  Fund, contact 
kimberleysfirerelieffund@gmail.
com or contact Heather Anne at 416-
464-5513.
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BOXING WEEK in total cash price adjustments*

on select inventory vehicles. 

Get up to 

$7,000
Amount available on 2017 Santa Fe XL LuxuryVisit www.hyundaiofaurora.ca for complete details.

COPPAS.COM

FRESH SAVINGS FROM FRI, DEC 22ND – THUR, DEC 28TH  

HIGH LINER CATCH OF THE DAY 
IQF FISH FILLETS 

680g - 1.32kg pkg 
SELECTED VARIETIES 

FROZEN 
GRADE A TURKEY

3.95kg 
ALL SIZES

FRESH ONTARIO 
WHOLE NEW YORK 
PORK SHOULDER

2.84kg 

LBS.EA. LBS.

$179 $129

FRESH ANDY BOY 
ANISE (FENNEL)

3.28kg
PRODUCT OF USA

LBS. LBS. LBS.

$149

$899

$399 99¢
FRESH ONTARIO 

CHICKEN BREASTS
8.80kg 

BONELESS, SKINLESS

FRESH ONTARIO 
WHOLE LEG OF PORK

2.18kg

SAVE $120/lb

SAVE $200/lb

KING CITY - 1700 KING RD.
905.833.7035

SAVE 70¢/lb

SAVE 50¢/lb

SAVE 80¢/lb

(Clockwise from Above Left) Eleven Pipers Piping – well, not quite, but the brass section was all aglow last month at the Aurora Cultural Centre last month as the Aurora Community Band held their popular annual 
Christmas Marketplace. Santa Claus, after taking a break from conducting the Band, meets Rob Bradshaw and daughter Mackenzie. Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard catches up with Eva at the penultimate indoor 
Aurora Farmers’ Market of the Season. Olivia, Lori and Charlotte donned their antlers and lights for Our Lady of Grace Church’s Christmas Bazaar. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

A Prelude to Christmas
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

From page 1

Christmas Services
Sun Dec 24 at 10:30 am

Mon Dec 25th at 10:30 am
Come sing Christmas carols
With a Christmas Message

 New Year’s Day Service
Mon Jan 1st at 7:00 pm

Guest speaker Russ Moyer
Prophetic Words
For the Year 2018

The Gathering Place
210 Edward St, Aurora
Watch live streaming

www.tgpoa.com

905 727-2900 / info@tgpoa.com

79 Victoria St. Aurora, ON L4G 1R3
(Corner of Metcalfe and Victoria)

Christmas Eve
3pm - Family Service & Pageant
5pm - Family Service & Pageant

7pm - Contemporary Communion
9pm - Candlelight Mass
11pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10:30am - Family Eucharist

www.trinityaurora.ca

changed the world through the 
written word, or exercised everyday 
heroism in the raising of  their 
children at home – they too were 
determined to shine a light onto the 
world around them.

The result was The Temple of  Fame, 
a stage play featuring monologues 
from women throughout history, all 
vying for a place in a pantheon of  

goddesses. Showcasing the acting 
prowess of  many of  Aurora’s leading 
society lights, it was first mounted in 
1900 and, with a few minor tweaks, 
mounted in 1918 for the Red Cross 
Auxiliary.

100 years later, thanks to a grant 
for the Federal Government, the play 
is being dusted off, modernized, and 
getting ready to be staged once again 
by the Aurora Museum & Archives.

Spearheaded by curator Shawna 
White and rewritten by Aurora-based 
actress Corrie Clark (Little Women, 
The Twilight Zone), it is ready to roll 
just in time for Mother’s Day 2018 – 
but, in order to make it happen, they 
are looking for the acting talents 
from today’s leading lights, women 
and men. 

Open auditions will be held at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre’s Brevik 
Hall on Saturday, January 14, and 
the following Wednesday, January 
17, open to all who are interested in 
lending a hand, whether it is taking 
on a stage roll, building a set, or even 
spreading the word. 

The curtain will rise at Trinity 
Anglican Church on Mother’s Day 
Weekend, just a stone’s throw from 
where it was originally mounted at 
Mechanic’s Hall. Performances will 
take place on the Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday and include special 
associated events with community 
partners, ranging from a Mother’s 
Day Tea co-hosted by the Aurora 
Historical Society to a Women In 

Business Excellence reception co-
hosted by the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce.

“In 2015, we were gifted the original 
scripts and a lot of  materials [from 
historian John McIntyre] whose 
grandmother actually organized it in 
1918, and we thought with 2018 being 
the 100th anniversary, let’s remount 
it!” says Ms. White.

The original script for The Temple 
of  Fame sees women, through a series 
of  monologues, plead their respective 
cases to the Goddess on why they should 
be “crowned” with fame and elevated to 
the temple. 

“Because it had been updated from 
1900 to 1918, we felt we had the creative 
license to be able to update it again,” 
says Ms. White. “Corrie was brought 
on board to update the script and we 
all thought it would probably be better 
for a modern audience to turn it into an 
actual play rather than a bunch of  little 
speeches.”

Some “new” women have been added 
in, some of  the previously featured 
women have been removed for issues 
that would today be best described as 
“problematic”, all with a modern eye.

“The play itself  was put on by 
women back then as a showcase of  the 
achievements of  women,” says Ms. 
Clark. “It was a novel thing, but we’re 
still struggling with the same issues. 
There are those issues that anyone who 
is courageous enough, whether it is 

for the abolition of  slavery, involved in 
politics, or even inventors, they suffered 
greatly for it. I think women still suffer 
with having a sort of  ego, and a voice 
too. If  this play were a bunch of  guys 
trying to get into the temple of  fame, it 
would be like a big chariot match or a 
drag down fight. This is actually kind 
of  a sporting event for women to be 
famous.”

In the larger context, 2018 will also 
mark 100 years since the Women’s 
Movement hit its zenith in Canada. For 
Ms. White, the question on her mind is 
how much has actually changed in that 
intervening century.

“We tend to get a little complacent, 
although it is building up again, that 
in the 80s, 90s, and 2000s, the Women’s 
Movement was seen as something that 
happened in the 60s or earlier, ‘feminism’ 
was a dirty word,” says Ms. White. “[It is 
important] to see this wasn’t just about 
women’s rights, it’s about equality for 
everyone. Whether you’re male, female, 
trans, everyone should be treated fairly 
and equitably. This is focusing on 
women and that the struggle continues. 
There is a responsibility on every single 
person to do their part and everyone 
has a role in ensuring this is not left for 
other people.”

For more information on the 
upcoming auditions for The Temple 
of  Fame, contact Shawna White at 
swhite@aurora.ca. 

Temple of Fame revives a century-old tradition with  
celebration of women

(Top) When the Temple of Fame was last mounted 
in Aurora a century ago, it featured a pageant of 
monologues spoken by famous women through-
out history including, centre, Queen Victoria. Right: 
The program from the 1918 show, performed as  
a fundraiser at the height of the First World War.

  
Photos courtesy of the Aurora Museum & Archives

[It is important] 
to see this wasn’t just 
about women’s rights, 

it’s about equality  
for everyone.  

Whether you’re male, 
female, trans,  

everyone should  
be treated fairly  
and equitably
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COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM
INQUIRY@COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM

NOW OPEN

#32 - 1700 King Road,
King City, ON L7B 0N1
905-539-2673

We are located on the
northwest corner of
Dufferin St. and King Rd.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 am - 11:00 pm

Friday: 5:00 am - 10:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 7:00 am - 6:00 pm

LOCATION:

AND GET
• Half Off Administration Fee
• 5 Free Smoothies
• 1 Hour Power Training

SAVINGS OF $18000

Join Now

Valid Jan. 1 to 15, 2018

★

★

★
★★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★

★
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www.landolighting.ca

CANADA’S LARGEST
LIGHTING SHOWROOM!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
SERVING ONTARIO RESIDENTS FOR OVER 40 YEARS

TELEPHONE
ORDERS

WELCOME;
WE’LL SHIP
ANYWHERE!

L A N D O  L I G H T I N G  G A L L E R I E S

C H O O S E  F R O M  O V E R
6 , 0 0 0  L I G H T I N G  F I X T U R E S

RED TAG
SPECIALS

THROUGHOUT 
THE SHOWROOM!

UP TO
50% OFF

NOW

ON!

BOXING
WEEK
STORE-WIDE
CLEARANCE

*PRICES IN EFFECT WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

If you are looking to purchase lighting � xtures 
for your home or cottage, this is an outstand-
ing opportunity to save during holiday season.

SAVE ON RED-TAGGED SPECIALS
throughout the showroom and avoid the
boxing day crowds now! Choose from
thousands of � xtures for interior and
outdoor use too!

GENUINE SAVINGS ON
LANDO’S ENTIRE
COLLECTIONS OF EXQUISITE
LIGHTING FIXTURES

210 CLARENCE ST., BRAMPTON    905.453.6403    905.453.9881
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Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

Wishing you a safe 
and happy holiday season,
 from our family to yours.

Kids get a merrier Christmas – thanks to your infractions

Southlake Regional Health Centre staff joined forces with the York Regional Police at the hospital last 
Tuesday to gather up toys collected in the Holiday Heroes campaign. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

By Brock Weir

A bumper crop of  toys were collected 
in Aurora’s 2017 Toys for Tickets 
program, but whether this indicates 
a bumper crop of  parking tickets 
issued by the Town or a cornucopia 
of  generosity from residents, however, 
remains to be seen.

Representatives from Aurora’s 
Bylaw Department began the task of  
sorting through a mountain of  toys 
on Thursday, the result of  the Toys for 
Tickets program launched November 
15.

Open to all tickets issued between 
the launch of  the program and last 
Monday, December 11, those lucky 
recipients could, in exchange for 
paying their ticket, bring in a toy in 
its original packaging and its original 
receipt, along with their parking 
ticket, for a fair exchange.

The value of  the toy (or toys), of  
course, had to be equal or above the 
amount owing on the fine. Individuals 
donating with a value below that of  the 
ticket had to pay the balance.

“This year, the program has been 
more successful because last year we 
were a little bit more limited with the 
program we had going on,” said Bylaw 
Officer Eric Schafranek as he and his 
colleagues tackled the toys last week. 
“This was open to [tickets for] anything 
and everything except for parking 

in a fire route, disabled parking and 
parking within three metres of  a fire 
hydrant. This could have been for 
parking [on streets] between 2 a.m. and 
6 a.m., violations, parking too close 
to a sign, or parking too close to the 
intersection.

“The success of  this program, as 
well as in the last few years, is to be 
able to give back to the community for 
the children who are less fortunate at 
Christmas this year. We have teamed 
up with the Salvation Army and the 
Lions Club to take on this program 
and deliver the toys out to the needy 
children. We appreciate everybody 
contributing to the program. We think 
it is a great idea and some of  the 
recipients who have participated in 
this program thought it was a great 
idea. Instead of  giving their money to 
the town, their money went to charity.”

Up at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, the giving continued as 
members of  York Regional Police 
descended upon the hospital to help 
load up the spoils from their Holiday 
Heroes campaign.

Southlake’s newly-minted President 
and CEO Arden Krystal presented the 
toys, donated by staff, physicians and 
volunteers, to the Police, who have, 
through Holiday Heroes, raised more 
than $1 million in monetary donations, 
new toys, kids clothing and food since 
2008.

“I’m proud to be part of  an 
organization made up of  caring and 
compassionate people; I know this is 
the foundation you’ve all built your 
careers on and is what has brought 
you here today,” said Ms. Krystal. 
“Thanks to the Holiday Heroes 

campaign, all these items will go to 
families in need, right here in York 
Region. I would also like to thank our 
friends at YRP for organizing such an 
important initiative. It is just one of  
the many contributions you make to 
our community.”

Eric Chafranek, Azilda Robinson, Ryan Cheung, Michelle Wacker and Sanaz Hemmati count gift donations 
received during the Toys for Tickets campaign at Town Hall. 276 tickets were issued during the run of the 
program and 25 ticket recipients participated. 88 toys valued at $942.81 were donated in lieu of paying 
their collective $1,040 fines. In addition, 40 finger puppets were knit and donated to the cause, along with 
25 tuques and mitts from the Aurora Seniors’ Centre.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Dianne Harrison boxed the Christmas cards up for 
delivery on Friday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Thousands of Christmas cards collected for soldiers – 
amid a call for change

By Brock Weir

Each card put a smile on Dianne 
Harrison’s face.

The Aurora resident has been busily 

distributing and collecting Christmas 
Cards for people across southern 
Ontario – and beyond – to fill out and 
send to men and women serving in 
the Canadian Armed Forces since the 

beginning of  this fall.
With an initial goal of  3,000 cards 

this year, Ms. Harrison collected a 
whopping 4,737.

That’s a lot of  work for the smiling 

muscles – but that smile turned into 
disappointment as the 2017 Christmas 
Card program came to a close this year 
when she learned many others looking 
to write to soldiers this Christmas were 
no longer able to do so free of  charge. 

While Ms. Harrison’s Christmas Card 
Initiative was able to get out in the post 
thanks to the Royal Canadian Legion,  
slightly to late to ensure delivery to 
the soldiers by Christmas due to some 
technical transit wrangling, she says 
the opportunity to write should be 
available year-round. 

 “Why, as citizens, can’t we do this?” 
she questions. “We care for our military 
too, and their families. It shouldn’t 
be just at Christmas that we tell them 
we’re thinking about them. Their 
families give up so much for them and 
they give up so much for their families 
and our country. I believe there should 
be a change in legislation, there needs 
to be a big change.”

This is a view supported by the Royal 
Canadian Legion

 “I was in dialogue with the 
Department of  National Defence a 
month and a half  ago and they basically 
said [their policy] had changed 
recently,” said Ken White, President 
of  the Aurora Branch of  the Royal 
Canadian Legion. “Family to family 
members are good to go, but non-family 
members to the military have to pay. 
I said, ‘Look, if  it is about the money, 
we’ll pay for it, don’t worry about that,’ 
but I said that it seems to be a little 
slummish.

“We’re going to try and get it changed 
and I am certainly going to recommend 
it when we talk to the base commander, 
but I think what we need to do is start 
sending these cards out earlier. If  we 
can get on it earlier in the season, there 
will be lots of  time to get there before 
December 25.”

It doesn’t, however,  take much 
time for the smile to return to Ms. 
Harrison’s face. Although the majority 
of  the Christmas Cards won’t arrive to 
various places Canadian soldiers are 
serving around the world until New 
Year’s, or just after, she is buoyed by the 
enthusiasm which greeted this season’s 
card collection.

“We have a lot of  excitement going on 
and people are really eager to take part 
because they know these cards mean so 
much to the military,” she says. “When 
people, especially kids, hear back from 
the soldiers, it builds real momentum. 
It is sad they won’t receive their cards 
by Christmas because I know those 
who are not at home are feeling a 
loss not being with their families and 
wondering if  we really do care about 
them here. I feel bad they don’t know 
there are all these cards just waiting for 
them, full of  love, saying that we care 
about them.”

We care for our military too, and 
their families. It shouldn’t be just 
at Christmas that we tell them 

we’re thinking about them. Their 
families give up so much for 

them and they give up so much 
for their families and our country
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DONATE TODAY | southlakefoundation.ca/holiday

When Sabrina and Dave brought the 
newest member of their family into 
the world at Southlake, they knew they 
were in the right hands.

Baby Wyatt is one of more than 2,600 babies born 
at Southlake this year. Today, he’s home taking in 
the sights and sounds of the holidays for the first 
time, and his parents are thrilled to be celebrating 
the holidays this year as a family of four.

Help us bring more families like theirs together 
this holiday season.
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NewYear’s 
Eve Gala Gala 

Join us Sunday, December 
31st, 2017

$80pp or $150/couple before Dec. 22nd 
$85pp or $160/couple after Dec 22nd 

Dancing Sounds of DJ Rob martine 
Delicious Hot & Cold Buffet 

A Selection of Complimentary 
Beer, Wine & Liquor ~ Party Favours 

Door Prize ~ Spot Dances 

Featuring

Dancing 
9:00 pm 

to 1:00 am 

For Our Annual New Year’s Eve Party 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION - BRANCH 
385 - AURORA 105 INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY NORTH 

For More Information Call - 905-727-9932  
Tickets Available at our Club Room

For Advanced Tickets Call - 905-727-5642

Bus available 
in Aurora only

Welcoming Arms spreads Christmas cheer – and turns a page in 2018
By Brock Weir 

Just last week, the rectory of  Trinity 
Anglican Church was overflowing in a sea 
of  red velvet.

Santa wasn’t having auditions for some 
of  his elves; rather, some of  his volunteer 
elves at Welcoming Arms were busily 
sorting through dozens of  Christmas 
stockings, lovingly packed by the Aurora 
Minor Hockey Association (AMHA), to 
meet the needs of  their growing list of  
clients.

“It was all organized by the AMHA 
and they organized it on what the child 
wanted to buy,” says Sarah El-Geries, 
Executive Director of  Welcoming Arms. 
“It taught the kids how to really give to 
people who have less than them. It is one 
of  the different, beautiful things about 
Welcoming Arms.”

Welcoming Arms was founded by six 
local churches to provide assistance to 
local families in need, whether these 
needs were financial or as simple as 
securing everyday toiletries. The group of  
volunteers, now numbering over 100 from 
the founding Christian denominations 
and well beyond, tapped into a very 
important need and their client roster has 
only grown over the years.

So too has Welcoming Arms’ mandate.
Welcoming Arms is now an umbrella 

under which three distinct community 
services operate. These include Bridging 
The Gap (the new name under which 
the founding tenets of  Welcoming Arms 
operate), the weekly dinner and fellowship 
provided by Welcome Table out of  Trinity 
Anglican Church, and the similar lunch, 
Martha’s Table, founded at nearby St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. 

Keeping everything running smoothly 
is Ms. El-Geries, who assumed the 
mantle of  Executive Director from Julie 
Cruickshank earlier this year. 

Coming into the fold with a Masters 
in Health Care Administration, she first 
heard about the position from the pastor 
of  her local Aurora church. Having met 
with Ms. Cruickshank, as well as Board 
Chair Beverley Wood, she says she knew 
“instantly” that this is where she wanted 
to be.

“It all goes back to their mission and 

Sarah El-Geries is the new Executive Director of Welcoming Arms.                                                             Auroran photo by Brock Weir

the work they do in the community 
and how there are so many different 
components of  it,” she says. “They work 
with community agencies and with other 
churches, and I find that to be a beautiful 
thing because usually you see them more 
divided and that was really appealing 
to me. It was their mission and seeing 
how compassionate these volunteers 
are. Wanting to meet the needs of  the 
most vulnerable in our community is 
something that really touched my heart.”

Securing the job, El-Geries hit the 
ground running. Job Number One was 
immersing herself  in the ins and outs of  
how the individual charities are operating 
since the three organizations joined forces 
in June. There was a lot to understand, she 
says, and to ensure everything continued 
to run seamlessly. 

She wanted to get to know the volunteers 
and foster a sense of  what she describes 
as “openness” to share the concerns, the 
information they glean from working 
with clients, and all concerns positive and 
negative. 

From that starting point, she got a 
sense that there is a distinct need among 
the clients for employment opportunities 
and financial services.

“Instead of  putting a band-aid on a 

problem by providing food vouchers, [it is 
a matter of] finding out why our visitors 
are in the circumstances they are; if  it is 
a budgeting issue, we can address that, 
but we’re also looking to implement a 
budgeting course in the springtime.”

Stemming from England, CAP 
(Christians Against Poverty) is starting 
to plant roots in Canada. A number of  
Welcoming Arms volunteers have gone 
through the training CAP provides to 
address the needs that exist here in 
Aurora. 

“I think everyone can really benefit 
from CAP,” says Ms. El-Geries. “It is 
simple, learning how to use cash instead 
of  credit cards. Credit cards have just 
been so destructive to our society, and 
especially to our visitors here. They can 
get a credit card no problem, but then they 
have credit card debt and they get further 
in the pit and it becomes a constant battle. 
We would love to support our visitors and 
teach them strategies to get out of  that 
and realise how we can free ourselves 
from debt.”

2018 will also bring a new strategic plan 
as early as February which will be based 
upon these identified needs, trends found 
through a complete analysis of  the data 
they have been collecting, and how they 

have been evolving as a service group 
themselves, says Ms. El-Geries.

“I look forward to seeing the needs 
more clearly and then addressing them,” 
she says.

In the meantime, with Christmas 
coming on Monday, Welcoming Arms and 
their respective volunteers are looking 
forward to making holiday dreams 
come true for their clients. They are 
hard at work, along with the Salvation 
Army, organizing the annual Christmas 
Dream Dinner, an initiative founded 
over a decade ago by local restaurateur 
(and Welcome Table volunteer) Mary 
Georgopoulos to provide a Christmas 
Dinner and fellowship for both those who 
can’t afford to provide one themselves or 
might be spending Christmas Day alone. 

“It’s a beautiful time to get together 
and provide a space for those to have 
Christmas,” says Ms. El-Geries. “We 
always have volunteer positions to be a 
friend and mingle with our guests because 
it is not only to provide to their physical 
needs, but it is to break social isolation as 
well and create connections within our 
communities.”

For more information on Welcoming 
Arms and how to get involved, visit www.
welcomingarms.ca. 
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Advertorial

Does  
the first 
snowfall  
of the year  
give you  
the winter  
blues?

To learn more, visit chartwell.com.

CHARTWELL HOLLANDVIEW TRAIL  200 John West Way • 289-648-4099

Chartwell’s Winter Stay program offers temporary accommodation in an 

enjoyable and relaxed environment with the level of support you need. Our 

popular program is not only designed to support individuals requiring 

accommodation for respite care or to convalesce, but also for seniors who 

are interested in learning more about retirement residence living or just 

want a break from household responsibilities over the winter.

If you are looking to escape the cold weather this winter, come experience stress-

free living firsthand at Chartwell Hollandview Trail Retirement Residence.

This season, consider abandoning your fear of 

slippery ice and take a break from shoveling and 

salting the driveway to explore retirement living 

commitment-free. From the comfort of your suite, 

you’ll actually enjoy the snow!

Your winter stay will include a spacious 

suite, tasty and nutritious dining, and 

access to all of our on-site activities and 

services. Some of these services*  

may include:

•  Housekeeping

•  Laundry service

•  Health and wellness services

•  Hairdressing

•  Social activities and recreational 
programs

•  Pre-wiring for phone and cable

•  Medication assistance/support
*Fees may apply.
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75% OFF! Our UltraCuisine Granite 12pc cookware set features a heavy gauge 18/10 stainless steel construction and a fry pan with our toughest, most 
durable 3-coat non-stick system. Durable enough for professional kitchens, ergonomic riveted handles, a distinctive polished fi nish, and a thick encapsulated base. 
Induction compatible and backed by our 25 year warranty. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, 3L saucepans, 8L stock pot, 4L casserole, 25cm/10” non-stick granite fry pan, 

3L steamer, and 5 vented tempered glass lids. List: $799.99.
$19999

$1799

40% OFF! Apple peeler/corer. Available 
in silver, green, or black.
List: $29.99.

33% OFF! 
16” baking stone with rack. 
List: $29.99.

ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31ST ONLY AT:

Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

16” baking stone with rack. 
$29.99$29.99.

$3499

78% OFF! 
2L Canadiana sauté pan with cover.
List: $156.00.

$3999

76% OFF! 
3L Canadiana casserole with cover.
List: $165.00.

$1999

$3699

69% OFF! 
30cm/12” non-stick Catering fry pan.
List: $119.99.

99

69% OFF! 
30cm/12” non-stick Catering fry pan.

$119.99$119.99.

AURORA
Aurora Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East

$29.99$29.99.

33% OFF! 
Salad spinner with 
shaker - yellow. 
List: $29.99.

$1999

33% OFF!
Salad spinner with 
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EXCLUSIVE HUSKY® 4‑Shelf Welded 

Storage Unit • 78"W x 24"D x 78"H 

(1000677085) Contents shown not included.

$198

53L Under‑the‑Bed Tote on Wheels   

(1001070961) While quantities last.

$1297
EXCLUSIVE HDX™  

6‑Shelf Chrome  

Storage Rack  

• 47‑3/4"W x 18"D x  

72"H (1000784854)  

Contents shown not included. 

$8997

208L Strong Box (1000845315)

$1998
EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 26L Clear Mini Flip‑Top 

Tote • Red lid (1000177842)

$397

EXCLUSIVE TRAFFICMASTER™  
3' x 4' Neptune Charcoal Mat (1000844420)  
While quantities last.

$998

24‑Roll COTTONELLE® Ultra 
Comfort Care® Toilet Paper  
• 2‑ply sheets (1000859117)

$898

EXCLUSIVE/30‑Pack  
HDX™ All‑Purpose Multi‑Colour 
Microfibre Cloths (1000846757)

$1698

EXCLUSIVE HAMPTON BAY® 12" Ceiling 
Dome Flush‑Mount with Pewter Clips  
• 12‑1/4"D x 3‑7/8"H (1000126170)

$1198

Oil‑Filled 
Radiant Heater 
(1001063714)

$5998

TURBO POWER® Windshield 
Washer Fluid • 3.78L 

• Protects to ‑40°C (1000146609)

$247

EXCLUSIVE VISSANI® 30" Brushed 
Stainless Steel Chimney‑Style Range Hood  
• 320 CFM 3‑speed blower (1001015219)  
While quantities last.

$199
EXCLUSIVE  
HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 
a. Cloverton 30" Vanity with Ceramic Top 
• 30"W x 18"D x 34"H (1001000904) 

$438
SAVE $60WAS $498

12" x 12" Pico Grey Ceramic Tile 

(1001016922) Sold by 13.56 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

85¢

Grigio Glass Marble Blend Random 
Strip Mosaic (1000837194) Sold by the sheet. 

$698

Mica (1001015707)

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE ALLURE® 6" x 36" StayPlace 
Quincy Oak Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring  
(1000822991) Sold by 24 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

$198

B. Matching Mirror • 28"W x 32"H 

(1001002185) NOW $134 SAVE $14WAS $148

WAS $5.97

per sq. ft. each sheet per sq. ft.

SAVE $18.03
WAS $108

SAVE $2SAVE $20
WAS $218

Holds up to  
8,000 lbs. per unit

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 21 to Wednesday, December 27, 2017

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® 
Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, December 21 to Wednesday, December 27, 2017. Payments required. No annual fees. 

*†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Item a 

Vanity

NOt SurE WhAt  
tO gEt thEm?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000  
gift ideas wrapped up into one!

Holds up to
8,000 lbs. per unit

Holds up to  

8,000 lbs. per unit

600 lb. weight capacity per shelf 

evenly distributed

thAt’S ONly

57¢
each

Opens on  
both sides

Quiet operation 
with no motor 
or fan noise

available online and in select stores.

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.
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EXCLUSIVE HUSKY® 4‑Shelf Welded 

Storage Unit • 78"W x 24"D x 78"H 

(1000677085) Contents shown not included.

$198

53L Under‑the‑Bed Tote on Wheels   

(1001070961) While quantities last.

$1297
EXCLUSIVE HDX™  

6‑Shelf Chrome  

Storage Rack  

• 47‑3/4"W x 18"D x  

72"H (1000784854)  

Contents shown not included. 

$8997

208L Strong Box (1000845315)

$1998
EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 26L Clear Mini Flip‑Top 

Tote • Red lid (1000177842)

$397

EXCLUSIVE TRAFFICMASTER™  
3' x 4' Neptune Charcoal Mat (1000844420)  
While quantities last.

$998

24‑Roll COTTONELLE® Ultra 
Comfort Care® Toilet Paper  
• 2‑ply sheets (1000859117)

$898

EXCLUSIVE/30‑Pack  
HDX™ All‑Purpose Multi‑Colour 
Microfibre Cloths (1000846757)

$1698

EXCLUSIVE HAMPTON BAY® 12" Ceiling 
Dome Flush‑Mount with Pewter Clips  
• 12‑1/4"D x 3‑7/8"H (1000126170)

$1198

Oil‑Filled 
Radiant Heater 
(1001063714)

$5998

TURBO POWER® Windshield 
Washer Fluid • 3.78L 

• Protects to ‑40°C (1000146609)

$247

EXCLUSIVE VISSANI® 30" Brushed 
Stainless Steel Chimney‑Style Range Hood  
• 320 CFM 3‑speed blower (1001015219)  
While quantities last.

$199
EXCLUSIVE  
HOME DECORATORS COLLECTION® 
a. Cloverton 30" Vanity with Ceramic Top 
• 30"W x 18"D x 34"H (1001000904) 

$438
SAVE $60WAS $498

12" x 12" Pico Grey Ceramic Tile 

(1001016922) Sold by 13.56 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

85¢

Grigio Glass Marble Blend Random 
Strip Mosaic (1000837194) Sold by the sheet. 

$698

Mica (1001015707)

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE ALLURE® 6" x 36" StayPlace 
Quincy Oak Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring  
(1000822991) Sold by 24 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

$198

B. Matching Mirror • 28"W x 32"H 

(1001002185) NOW $134 SAVE $14WAS $148

WAS $5.97

per sq. ft. each sheet per sq. ft.

SAVE $18.03
WAS $108

SAVE $2SAVE $20
WAS $218

Holds up to  
8,000 lbs. per unit

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 21 to Wednesday, December 27, 2017

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your Home Depot® 
Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, December 21 to Wednesday, December 27, 2017. Payments required. No annual fees. 

*†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Item a 

Vanity

NOt SurE WhAt  
tO gEt thEm?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000  
gift ideas wrapped up into one!

Holds up to
8,000 lbs. per unit

Holds up to  

8,000 lbs. per unit

600 lb. weight capacity per shelf 

evenly distributed

thAt’S ONly

57¢
each

Opens on  
both sides

Quiet operation 
with no motor 
or fan noise

available online and in select stores.

If you find a lower price, we’ll beat it by 10%.  
Online-only retailers subject to price match only.
Terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.*** 

GUARANTEED.

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES.

              15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

905-727-3777                      222 Wellington Street East
905-727-3777                      222 Wellington Street East

 Looking for a Job?
       RNC Can Help!
        l Career Counselling 
                     l Employer Incentives   
                         l Job Postings 
                        l Workshops
      l Job Fairs and more...

                  At no cost to you!
This Employment Ontario service is 
funded in part by the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

Aurora
Employment ServicesRNC

www.RNCemploymentservices.ca 

Members of the Culinary Traveller program are pictured at their Cookbook Launch. 

Photo courtesy of the Aurora Public Library

Get out of your holiday turkey rut with Aurora’s Culinary Travellers
By Brock Weir

If  you’re getting tired of  the same 
old turkey or ham for Christmas 
dinner, why not join Aurora’s Culinary 
Travellers on their adventure.

Participants in the Aurora Public 
Library’s inaugural Culinary Traveller 
program have compiled their very best 
home-tested recipes from all around the 
world for your eating pleasure.

The Culinary Traveller Cookbook, 
published online this fall by the Aurora 
Public Library, brings together some 
cherished culinary traditions from 
many of  the diverse international 
communities represented in Aurora 
today.

Participants in the program 
gathered each week at the York Region 
Food Network’s Community Kitchen 
on Industrial Parkway armed with 
recipes and a spirit of  fellowship which 
transcended any language barriers that 
might have been in the way.

“I wanted to learn more about 
different cuisines, but I learned it is 
much more than just learning about a 
recipe, it is learning about the culture, 
learning about the people, and a lot 
more about the human and social 
experiences,” says Royden D’Souza, 
who came to the program with an Indian 
recipe for biryani tucked under his 
arm. “But it all starts with the cuisine. 
You’re learning to make a different 
type of  food, but while you’re learning 
about the food, you also learn about the 
history and the background of  the food.

“French Onion Soup, for example, 
sounds like a very trendy soup to have 
in a restaurant, but when my [fellow 
Culinary Traveller] was making the 
soup, she explained its history and it 
turned out it was originally a peasant 
soup because the peasants didn’t have 
anything but a few onions leftover. 
Nowadays, you can get really fancy by 
putting in brandy, cognac and all sorts 
of  fancy things.”

The Culinary Traveller Program is a 
spin-off  of  the Aurora Public Library’s 
Women’s Meet-Up group, which 
convenes every second Tuesday. The 
Library regularly asks participants to 
provide feedback on their programs and 
one such note said they simply wanted 
to learn more about making healthy 
meals.

This spurred a grander vision for the 
Library’s Lucy Frechette and Claudia 
Olguin, Coordinator of  Community-
Led Initiatives for the Aurora Public 
Library. Working with David Lightfoot 
of  the York Region Food Network, they 
devised a program that was tailored to 
be fully inclusive, engaging Aurorans 
of  all demographics.

“We wanted something that would 
make residents more engaged in 
the community, get to know their 
neighbours and make new friends,” 
says Ms. Olguin. “We also wanted a 
program where language wouldn’t be a 
barrier.”

Asking each participant to bring in 
recipes from their respective regions, 
one to be cooked each month, she says 
they also wanted Travellers to leave 
with something “tangible” – thus, 
the idea for the Culinary Traveller 
Cookbook.

“I was told of  the program and I 
thought it would be nice to do something 
in a community setting,” says Shawna 
Di Poce. “I have taken courses at George 

Brown College and I thought it would be 
nice to do something in a community 
setting as opposed to school. I thought 
I would learn something new, different 
recipes from around the world and do 
something together that is just enjoyable 
and friendly while learning something 
about each other – and I liked the idea 
of  sitting down and having a meal with 
people, too.”

Ms. Di Poce learned the ins and outs 
of  Italian cooking from her mother-in-
law, something she was eager to share 
with the class.

While the online cookbook is 
available now, classes for the next 
Culinary Traveller program resume 
January 4, with registration taken 
individually for each month’s session 
online at www.aurorapl.ca.

“We want more people to join so we 
can continue running the program 
and have more people come, get more 
recipes,” says Claudia. “Everyone is 
welcome to come. We’re going to be 
featuring Canadian food next year. 
Some people got together and said they 
wanted to help facilitate the sessions, 
so instead of  creating one recipe, they 
bring a whole menu. We are asking 
people to come and share their recipes 
with us, meet new people, make new 
friends where language is not a barrier.” 

To download the Cookbook, visit 
aurorapl.ca/content/newcomers and 
click on the book cover.

The 2017 One Book One Aurora campaign concluded this fall with a book talk led by Brian Francis,  
author of this year’s selection, Natural Order. Francis spoke to a packed house which included many diverse  
questions from the audience spurred by the rich source material of his novel. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Virtual reality brings very real rewards to local student
By Brock Weir

As the New Year approaches, 
now is the time people start to make 
resolutions. Chances are, chief  among 
them is to start exercising again. 

But exercising in the great outdoors 
during this time of  year can be 
challenging at best and monotonous 
at worst. Local student David Gu, 
however, says it doesn’t have to be that 
way – but first you have to suspend your 
own reality and get into a virtual world. 

Gu’s exploration of  Virtual Reality 
when it comes to keeping fit and having 
fun helped him score the 2017 William 
F. Bell Entrepreneurial Award for his 
innovation.

“A lot of  times indoor exercise is 
very boring because there is not a lot of  
scenery change going on around you,” 
says David, who is currently in Grade 
12 at TMS Schools in Richmond Hill. 
“The idea I had was in virtual reality 
(VR), it is easy to make the environment 
around you be very interesting.” 

Working with a team, one of  its 
members brought in a piece of  low-
impact exercise equipment. It was a 
device to keep your feet moving while 
you sit in a relatively recumbent 
position. But still, you’re in your own 
living room or bedroom with nowhere 
to go.

“We got the idea that if  we could have 
a person put their feet in that, [put on a 
headset] and walk around in a virtual 
environment, wouldn’t that be so much 
more exciting than jogging on the spot 
or just walking on a treadmill? The app 
can put you in a park environment so 
the user uses equipment and can walk 
around the parking doing various 
exercise movements with their arms 
and legs.”

And never even leave the room.
While in the heat of  competition, 

David says when the group started 
putting the finishing touches on the 
product, members from nearby groups 
came over to see for themselves. They 
were, essentially, the first Beta-testers 
of  the VR app, providing feedback 
along the way.

It played well and, looking ahead, the 
sky seems to be the limit in just how far 
they can go, with options being explored 
to give the app user the opportunity, 
for instance, to jog virtually around 
the pyramids of  Egypt, do laps around 
Rome’s Coliseum, or stroll leisurely by 
the Leaning Tower of  Pisa.

“We found our system is very flexible 
and can be used for any kind of  exercise 
equipment that involves you moving 
around somehow,” says David. “Our 
original environment was this very 
relaxing park environment with trees, 
benches and a path you can follow with 
relaxing music and bird[song], but you 
can replicate sites for people to see 

more of  the world and it could open up 
a new demographic.

“As a team we have been talking a lot 
about what’s next and we think it has 
a lot of  potential,” says David. “One 
of  the things we’re talking about is 

its [application] for rehabilitation and 
physical therapy. We’re talking to more 
people we see as potential users of  this 
product because I think the best way to 
make something is to talk to the people 
you think will use your product. We 

have been reaching out and sending out 
surveys to see the direction we think 
this is going and I think we have a well-
developed product we’re improving 
based on that, maybe even releasing 
something.”

David Gu
Photo courtesy of TMS
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

OFFERS 
VALID

DEC.27-JAN.2

Plus PURCHASE ANY PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLE AND GET AN ADDITIONAL
$250 PRE-PAID ESSO GAS CARD 
SUPPLIED ON DELIVERY.

*Not to be combined with any other dealer advertised specials or discounts.  **Offer on new purchases or lease only on day of advertised special.

BOXINGBOXINGBOXING
SUPERSALE!
BOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXING
SUPERSALE!SUPERSALE!
BOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGweekANNUAL

CASH INCENTIVES 
UP
TO $6000

ON SELECT MODELS

UP TO 75,000 AEROPLAN MILES
ON SELECT MODELS

AURORA
TOYOTA

0%
PURCHASE 
FINANCING

ON SELECT MODELS 0%
LEASE
RATES
ON SELECT MODELS

Plus YOUR CHOICE

NO CHARGE 
SNOW TIRES**

FIRST MONTH 
PAYMENT WAIVED*

*UP TO $1000 

NO CHARGE 
TOYOTA 

SERVICE PLAN
ECP 48/100,000KM

or or

OFFERS 
VALID

DEC.27-JAN.2
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BOXING WEEK

EXTRA IN-STORE SAVINGS 
SCRATCH & SAVE COUPONS 

DEC. 27TH-31ST ONLY 
10% TO 50% 

Aurora Home Hardware

NO CASH ACCOUNTS  |  NO SPECIAL ORDERS  |   EXCLUDING FLYER ITEMS 

DYSON    $14997

Reg. 249.99

sku# 3870-749

KNIFE    $897

Reg.$26.99

sku# 1034-163

COOKER    $3497

Reg. $59.99

sku# 3826-963

SAW    $79 97

Reg. 139.99

sku# 1265-192

BLENDER    $8997

Reg. $149.99

sku# 3816-414

GRINDER    $44 97

$79.99

sku# 3899-594

ON ALL IN STORE MERCHANDISE & NO SPECIAL ORDERS
Holiday Hours: December 27, 28, 29, 30th 8am - 6pm, Sunday December 31st 10am - 4pm

AURORA HOME HARDWARE 
& BUILDING CENTRE 

289 WELLINGTON ST. E. AURORA  905-727-4751

Home Owners Helping Homeowners With Expert Advice

Aurora’s Elijah Gonsalves stickhandles the puck in the Markham zone in the Tigers’ 10 - 3 win over the 
Royals on Friday. 
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Tigers beat up on Royals, Chargers 
to bring win streak to four

By Jake Courtepatte

Christmas seems to have come early 
for the Aurora Tigers.

The Junior A club is currently 
enjoying a four game win streak 
since the start of  December, one that 
has vaulted them past the stagnant 
Markham Royals for second place in 
the OJHL’s North division.

The two teams met on Friday with 
just four points separating them in 
the standings, in what can only be 
described as a beatdown by the Tigers, 
who took a 3 – 0 lead just over four 
minutes into the first period.

Six straight goals fired home 
between the second and third was the 
icing on the cake of  a 10 – 3 win, the 
first time all season the Tigers have 
reached the double digit mark.

Austin Eastman and Elijah 
Gonsalves led the way for Aurora with 
four points each, while Zach Wilkie, 
Jake Bricknell, and Brock Welsh 
added a trio each.

The win brought Markham’s 
cushion to just two points on the 
Tigers, who had the opportunity to tie 
the Royals in the standings with a win 
on Saturday for the first time in over 
six weeks. 

It was the goaltending work of  
backup Jack Irvine who stole the 
show in the hosting of  the Chargers, 
who earned his second shutout in a 
row, a 6 – 0 shutout highlighted  by a 
28-save performance. 

Eastman, who joined the team just 
two weeks prior thanks to a swap with 

the major junior Quebec Remparts 
of  the QMJHL, opened the scoring in 
this one to bring his goal total to three 
in his first three games.

“Is that kid ever exciting,” said 
Tigers analyst Kevin Dean. “What a 
pickup!”

Eastman added two assists to the 
stat sheet to hit the eight-point mark 
with the Tigers, while Bricknell added 
another three point game, as did Evan 
Bidenti.

Irvine, whose sixth win of  the year 
brought him up to a solid .922 save 
percentage on the season, highlighted 
the goose egg with a nice cross-crease 
toe save on a one-time late in the third 
period to preserve the shutout.

With five less games played than 
Markham and five less losses on 
their record, the Tigers have put 
themselves in solid position among 
the NorthEast Conference logjam 
heading into the holidays. The North-
leading Newmarket Hurricanes have 
slowed their roll recently similar 
to the Royals, and now sit just four 
points up on Aurora with two games 
in hand for the Tigers.

The five-game homestand continues 
on Friday for the Tigers when they host 
the division rival Pickering Panthers 
(15-15-1-2) at the ACC, followed up by a 
hosting of  the lowly Milton IceHawks 
(1-31-0-2) the following night.

Both game times are set for 7:30 
p.m.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Thomas, Formenton named  
to World Junior roster

By Jake Courtepatte

Just minutes into donning the 
red and white for the first time, Alex 
Formenton made a case to stay.

The ex-Aurora Tiger, turned London 
Knight scored Canada’s first goal of  
the World Juniors selection camp last 
week against the best in Canadian U 
Sports, an annual exhibition series to 
help determine Canada’s roster for the 
upcoming tournament held in Buffalo.

“I think it was important to play well 
in my first game,” said Formenton. 
“Obviously, you want to leave an 
impression. To get on the scoresheet 
certainly helps.”

An impression he certainly did 
leave, as his was one of  the 22 names 
left on the list come Friday following a 
grueling week-long camp.

Just two periods later, it was 
another homegrown talent who found 
the back of  the net, when Aurora’s 
Robert Thomas batted home a Kale 
Clague rebound, also cementing his 
name among the elite 22 to be watched 
by millions in only a week’s time.

Hours before the announcement of  
the final roster, both added another 
point in the final game of  camp 
against Denmark, a 5 – 2 win that saw 
Formenton score the game-winning 
goal late in the second period and 
Thomas tack on an assist.

Neither forwards are strangers to 

the big stage. Both play in front of  an 
average of  just under 9,000 fans per 
night with the OHL’s Knights, while 
Formenton has seen action in front of  
over 15,000 live fans in his short stint 
with the NHL’s Ottawa Senators to 
start the season.

He is one of  two players with NHL 
experience on Team Canada, along 
with King City’s Victor Mete, loaned 
by the Montreal Canadiens.

Yet the IIHF World Junior 
Championship is a stage like no 
other for the teenagers. An iconic 
yearly event for hockey fans across 
the nation, last year’s final between 
Canada and the USA brought in over 
11 million viewers in Canada alone, 
averaging 4.2 million at any given 
time.

In all, 17.2 million individual 
Canadians tuned into the eleven-day 
tournament.

Formenton, who will be looking 
for playing time competing against a 
handful of  returnees from last year’s 
silver medal-winning team, is hoping 
his speed can impress both the fans 
and coaches.

“I think using my speed is one of  
my biggest assets,” said Formenton. 
“Just using my speed on the forecheck 
and driving it wide.”

Canada officially opens the 
tournament on Boxing Day against 
Team Finland.
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

of Lighting ideas from

1000

Lampshades 
& we can 
arrange 

for installation

HOURS
 Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

      Sat 10-5, Sun 12 - 4 

...with thousands of styles to choose from!

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!
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AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE
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Aurora’s Amber Chow picks up a loose puck in the Panthers’ 3 – 0 shutout of the Bluewater Hawks at the 
SARC on Saturday. 
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Taylor Beam shines in Panthers shutout of Bluewater

By Jake Courtepatte

Strong goaltending was the key 
to landing the Aurora Panther their 
second shutout of  the year, also their 
second with in a row Saturday against 
the Bluewater Hawks.

Two days removed from a tight 2 
– 1 win over Brampton, the Panthers 
returned home to the SARC to face a 
Bluewater squad that had wins in three 

of  their last four.
Neither side gained much ground 

in the first period, taking a scoreless 
tie into the intermission, despite a ten-
shot period from the home team.

Play began to open up early in the 
second, when a strong box-out kept the 
Bluewater special teams to the outside, 
before Maddy Miller picked up the puck 
just as the penalty expired and potted 
the first goal for Aurora.

Netminder Taylor Beam 
unexpectedly had to bail her team 
out shortly after while on a Panthers 
powerplay, after a turnover at the far 
blue line led to a Hawks breakaway and 
a nice blocker save.

With Bluewater pressing late in the 
second, Beam kept the shutout alive 
with a nice sliding save on a one-timer 
in the final minute.

The pressure continued into the 
third, though it was Aurora who 
doubled the lead, when Emma Wilson 
tipped home a nice cross-crease feed 
from Miller with just under two 
minutes left in regulation.

The Hawks pulled their goaltender 
on the next whistle, though Beam stood 
tall at the other end to preserve her fifth 
win and sixth shutout of  the season.

Jayden Thompson added a late 
empty-netter.

Just over the halfway point of  the 
Provincial Women’s Hockey League 
season, the Panthers earn a holiday 
break before returning to the ice on 
January 6 to face the Nepean Wildcats 
on the road.

They return home to the SARC on 
January 14 to host Nepean.

For stats and schedules, visit www.
pwhl.pointstreaksites.com.

By Jake Courtepatte

If  the OHL’s Barrie Colts are 
the show ponies, the Aurora Tigers 
organization has become the stable.

The OJHL’s Tigers officially 
signed an affiliation agreement with 
the major junior club on Thursday, a 
partnership that was last seen in the 
1990s.

Colts General Manager and 
Head Scout Jason Ford said his 
organization is “very pleased” to 
connect with the Tigers.

“They have been a first-class Tier 
II program,” said Ford.” They are 
highly regarded around hockey 
circles for developing players, and 
we’re happy to get into a working 
relationship with their staff.

Tigers General Manager Dermot 

Anderson echoed his sentiments, 
citing they are “extremely excited” 
to get going with “one of  the elite 
organizations in major junior 
hockey.”

“Jason and I have communicated 
well from the beginning of  the 
season and we look forward to 
helping and working hard to make 
this affiliation a tremendous 
success.”

The affiliation will allow the two 
squads to share resources among 
staff  and players, as well as keep 
an open communication between 
executives. The ultimate goal of  the 
affiliation for the Tigers, as quoted 
in a press release, is “to provide 
our players with the opportunity to 
reach the next stage of  their young 
hockey careers.”

Tigers team up with  
OHL’s Barrie Colts

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

We are in the midst of  
the holiday season and 
fast approaching the New 
Year, and I think, despite a 
challenging year we have 
much to look forward to in 
2018. 

The vicious assault on democratic 
institutions and principled leadership 
that we have witnessed in the US and 
in Europe have been beaten back 
somewhat. In the US, the farce of  a 
special election in Alabama had a 
positive result. The candidate who 
literally rode in on a horse to vote that 
thought that the time of  slavery was a 
great time, that US law comes from god, 
and was facing multiple allegations of  
shenanigans with teenagers, lost and the 
other guy won. So, a positive outcome. 
Though the fact that he managed to still 
garner more than 49% of  the vote is a 
terrifying comment on the absence of  
rational thought amongst the general 
public in Alabama.

In Europe, the rise of  the far, far 
right – though I think we should call 
them what they are, xenophobic, race-
baiting, ultra- nationalists – has fallen 
back as they suffered electoral defeats 
in a number of  EU countries.  But, 
and there is always a but, they were 
not resoundingly defeated, which is 
tremendously worrisome. Poland, 
Greece, Germany, France all have a 
sizeable numbers of  adherents to the 
ultra nationalist message. They are 
lurking there in the dark just waiting 
to blot out the light of  democracy 
and supplant it with their brand of  
totalitarianism. 

And here in sunny Canada, 2018 
will be a year of  important elections.  
In Ontario, we will have a Provincial 

election most likely around 
June and, of  course, the 
municipal elections in the 
440 plus communities across 
the province in October. 

The provincial election 
should be an interesting 

one. The rhetoric is heating up and will 
likely reach a boil sometime mid spring. 
Why? Because it looks like the PCs could 
be on the losing end for the third time 
in a row. The Liberals, approaching 
nearly two decades in power, should 
have a brutal uphill battle to hang onto 
power but if  recent polling is correct, 
then they have more than a tenuous 
fingerhold on the lead.  And that is bad 
news for Brown. Though, it remains to 
be seen whether they can overcome all 
the scandals that can accumulate in a 
20 year span in power.

Municipal elections will be a mixed 
bag: most likely a changing of  the guard 
in some municipalities and a stick-
with- the-status quo in others.  It’s too 
difficult to predict trends in municipal 
elections because local issues play 
such a big part in how elections roll 
out.  It’s pretty clear though that the 
petty political games have started.  To 
be expected for sure; That’s how some 
play politics...It’s not always a winning 
strategy but we shall see.

As I said, 2018 should be an 
interesting year; there are signs that it 
will be a positive one.

I want to thank all my readers for 
reading my column each week, for 
sending me comments – even the 
flaming ones – and for engaging me in 
debate.  I appreciate it all so very much.  
May you all have a truly wonderful 
holiday season and may 2018 bring you 
good health and much happiness.
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15543 Yonge Street, Aurora
416-619-5309  |   INFO@RAPRIDERZ.COM  |  RAPRIDERZ.COM

INNOVATION CENTRE
CENTRE FOR INNOVATION,
CREATIVITY, AND ARTISTRY

FEATURED 

SALE $ 9999

$ 100 OFF BOXING WEEK SALE

              ALL CARS 
       + ROBOTS 
+ MOTORCYCLES

BAPE

GET YOUR L4G BASEBALL HAT

HYPE GEAR
20-50% OFF 

SALE  

REG. PRICE 
$399.99

ELECTRIC 
                  RIDE-ON CARS 

                                 & ROBOTS FOR KIDS
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CATERING:
The Artsy Baker 
Catered by The McEwan Group
COBS Bread – Aurora Gateway  
Gourmet Cuisine
Hurst Bakery 
Longos Supermarket 
Maunder’s Food Shop & Catering  
Pickle Barrel
Starbucks Coffee Company 
Summer Fresh 
The Roost Cafe 
Tim Hortons

DÉCOR:
Black Forest Garden Centre
Inside Out Design/McFee 
Maintenance & Construction
Nella Food Equipment

FASHION SHOW:
Lemonberry
Trend boutique
Elmwood Brides
Uptop Ski Shop
Coup de Foudre lingerie
James Dimitri Hair Atelier

Touch Spa
Our wonderful models

RAFFLE DONATIONS:
Bloomsbury Design  
Canadian Tire  
Elizabeth Denham Ceramics  
Glow Medi Spa 
injoy boutique 
Function Studios Inc.
James Dimitri Hair Atelier 
Joia Restaurant 
Sarah Delivered by Sarah Baeumler 

Snapdragon Designs
Spot On Beauty  
Suetables  
Touch Spa  
Tara Mcgrath Photography 
Two Sisters Winery 
Vanguard Hair Palour & Spa

SOUND SYSTEM:
Kim Marchessault
The Country Day School

*Special thank you to the Fitzpatrick/Power Family for opening their home for us!
*Thanks also to Santa Jimmy and his merry elves.

The Burge Family      The Di Poce Family      The Ofi eld Family      The Fitzpatrick-Power Family  
The Scholten Family      The D’Angelo Family

Shelters:
Blue Door Shelters–Leeder Place Family Shelter      360º Kids      Sandgate Women’s Shelter      The Rose of Sharon    

Women’s Centre of York Region      York Centre for Youth and Family

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

  

Bolton
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“We pledge to stand strong and stand together in unity”

Evan tucks into a fresh donut after Monday’s  
Menorah lighting ceremony. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

A message of  strength in unity was 
sent out into the world Monday night 
as dozens of  Aurorans gathered for 
the Town’s first official Menorah 
Lighting Ceremony.

Held at Town Hall early Monday 
evening and attended by Mayor Geoff  
Dawe and Councillors John Abel, 
Wendy Gaertner and Tom Mrakas, as 
well as Aurora MPs Leona Alleslev 
and Kyle Peterson, it was, in part, 
an event intended to send a message 
to the community after a local spate 
of  anti-Semitic graffiti incidents, 
most recently outside Aurora High 
School.

For those in attendance, it was 
time to shine a beacon of  positivity 
throughout the Aurora community 
in response to the incidents.

“The message of  Hanukkah is 
even in the most horrific darkness, 
we must stand strong and stand 

proud. When we stand together, 
when we stand unified, the force of  
good expels the forces of  evil and 
spreads its wings for all to benefit,” 
said Rabbi Yosef  Hecht. “Another 
message this holiday teaches us is 
‘add a little light’.  Light by its very 
nature not only benefits one’s self  
when it shines but also everyone in 
the vicinity. A little light can expel a 
whole lot of  darkness.

“In light [of  recent events] in our 
very own back yard, we pledge tonight 
to stand strong and stand together 
in unity. Rekindle the menorah and 
pledge to continue to illuminate the 
world. With adding more light, we 
will act with a bit more goodness and 
kindness, preparing the world for a 
time when we will know of  no evil, 
know of  no hate, and live together in 
a more peaceful world.”

These sentiments were shared 
by Mayor Dawe and Ms. Alleslev, 
both of  whom spoke at this week’s 

ceremony. 
“This is just not something I grew 

up with, it’s certainly not something 
I want my children to grow up with, 
or my grandchildren who are coming 
soon – and it’s not something we want 
our residents to be experiencing,” 
said Mayor Dawe on the incidents.

Added Ms. Alleslev: “Hanukkah 
reminds us that in dark times 
there is always hope and that peace 
can – and must – be triumphant. 
Regardless of  our religion, we have 
shared values of  peace, love, hope 
and understanding and that is our 
strength, what unites us as Canadian. 
That is why I was so disheartened to 
hear about the incidents and recent 
events at Aurora High School.

“This act of  intolerance is an act 
of  the few. It is not a reflection of  
our community, but we must remain 
vigilant to ensure that our values 
carry the day and shape the country 
for our future. Now is the time to be 

thankful for everything we have in 
Canada and, of  course, the peace that 
we’re fortunate enough to enjoy.”
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Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)
*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)

St. Max students Christian Zeyan, Jacqueline Reilly and Cassie Dalesio are pictured at the school before heading to 
Toronto on Monday morning. (Below) The group celebrates a job well done. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

St. Max students spread holiday warmth to homeless 
women and youth

By Brock Weir

St. Maximilian Kolbe students 
bundled up against the elements on this 
past snowy Monday, heading out on a 
mission – helping homeless youth and 
women in Toronto bundle up, as well.

With just a few days to go until 
Christmas, the students loaded up a 

bus, laden down with numerous bags of  
clothing, boxes of  food, and much more, 
all benefiting Covenant House.

It was the culminating project for 
students in the Grade 12 Challenge & 
Change class, but it was a transformative 
experience for participating kids.

“I didn’t know there were that many 
homeless youth, to be honest,” said 

Christian Zeyan. “I always knew that 
some had run away, but I assumed they 
eventually came back or found their 
way to family. It is crazy to know there 
are shelters dedicated just to homeless 
youth and not women or men. It was 
also interesting [when we researched 
the needs] that it wasn’t just physical 
needs like food, water and shelter.”

With this being the Christmas 
Season, included on the list were a few 
extra trifles, such as chocolates, to help 
spread the festive cheer, along with 
the essentials like socks, shoes and 
toiletries. 

But, job number one was spreading 
the word about their mission and how 
the St. Max community could help.

“Through social media, talking to 
students in the cafeteria and making 
announcements, we got the word out we 
were collecting for Covenant House,” 
said Cassie Dalesio. “It is a cause 
really close to our hearts because they 
are youth just like us. We got so many 
donations that we split it up and now 
we’re taking it to a women’s shelter too. 
Through the efforts of  just talking to 
students and making them know why 
we’re doing it, we got a lot of  donations 
and we’re really grateful.”

One of  the most useful channels in 
getting the word out, they found, was 
Instagram, a social media platform 
used by most of  the student body as 
well as the faculty, including Principal 
Melton Moyo, who used his own feed to 

spread word on the initiative.
Finally, when all was counted and 

sorted by the start of  the week, they 
were ready to roll.

“This year, we actually get to give 
things to people on the streets, and 
I am really excited to be able to give 
something directly to someone – one on 
one,” shared Jacqueline Reilly.

The mission of  the Challenge & 
Change course is to inspire students to 
“do justice and do better in the world,” 
said teacher Vanessa Panetta. 

“I was completely overwhelmed 
with how fantastic they did,” said Ms. 
Panetta. “There is an overabundance 
of  different varieties of  donations and 
they really surpassed my expectations 
and did great. I think the most 
important thing [they see through this] 
is that as blessed as they are to be in the 
community there are those, especially 
at this time of  year, who are less 
fortunate and something so small that 
might be irrelevant [to the students] 
can be so much more to everyone else.”
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Facebook: 416FoneFix 
Instagram: 416FoneFix
416FoneFix@gmail.com

(905) 715-0169

We handle any
type of repair, 

including  
water damage, 

on all brands of 
phones.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $120
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

416FoneFix is committed to competitive pricing and reliable service

Free glass screen protector on all iPhone screen replacements

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

 

 

Happy 

Holidays 
from Sorley & Still

When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce 

Custody & Support 
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Approval of Library Square concept signals start of design process
By Brock Weir 

Now that Council has approved a 
“lowered square” concept for Library 
Square, which is planned to include 
amphitheatre-style seating, a multi-
use public gathering space, and 
expansion of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, now it’s time for the public to 
weigh in on the fine details. 

Council approved the “bowl” 
concept for the new public area last 
week, a concept which is estimated 
to clock in around $12 million, likely 
to be funded out of  Aurora’s Hydro 
Reserves.

For many members of  Council, this 
was a step in the right direction, and a 
step that was a long time coming. 

For Councillor John Abel, the one 
lawmaker to vote against the concept, 
the approved “Option Two” was not 
backed by the Aurora Public Library 
and was, therefore, not the right path 
forward.

“We have a Library that has 225,000 
visitors with lots of  children and 
seniors, and then we have the Cultural 
Centre with 30,000 visitors,” he said. 
“My idea would be to accommodate 
the Library.”

The planned addition to the Aurora 

Cultural Centre, he added, should 
rather be an addition to the Library 
to address their needs. Along with 
that, and the concerns the Library has 
expressed about parking, the decision 
to go forward with Option Two “is 
we’re making everything difficult for 
them: their traffic flow, their parking, 
and it is really going to impede on one 
of  the great, strong vibrant facilities 
that this Town has.”

He reiterated his proposal to go out 
once again for a further design concept, 
one which would leave the current 
parking configuration between the 
Library and the Cultural Centre in 
place, while working on overhauling 
the swath of  Library Square currently 
under demolition, as the preferred 
space for Library Square itself. 

“I can’t support this because the 
stakeholders are telling me not to,” 
said Councillor Abel. “The seniors are 
telling me not to [with the concerns 
over accessible parking] and that is all 
I need. I was elected to as they tell me 
and it is not about being for Library 
Square or against it. We should work, 
engage and consult.”

In addition, Councillor Abel said, 
“next summer, [when] the dust hits, I 
am going to say I was not in favour of  
doing this.”

This sparked criticism from some 
Council members who said Councillor 
Abel’s opposition was clouded by 
electioneering. 

“I think something I have thought 
for a while has just been confirmed: 
we have a Councillor who is admitting 
he’s making a decision so that he can 
raise his hand and say he voted against 
this at election time, which is fine,” 
said Councillor Paul Pirri. “Everyone 
has their own motives for making 
decisions around the Council table.”

Councillor Pirri said his motives for 
voting in favour of  Option Two were 
from a “fiscal” standpoint. A raised 
square option, rejected by Council, 
would cost an additional $100,000 
every five years in upkeep, and almost 
$250,000 every ten years, he said.

“That is just the financial side on 
top of  the $3 million or so investment 
it would take to get that moving 
forward. If  you look at this from an 
accessibility standpoint, no option 
is perfect,” he said. “I think that if  
we’re looking at this objectively, we’re 
increasing accessible parking that 
is there now, which is going above 
and beyond what we already have. 
We’re doing our best to accommodate 
parking close by because everyone 
around the Council table will agree 
that is important and we need to ensure 
that is available for our residents, both 
if  you’re a young parent or a senior.” 
This was the general feeling around 
the table. 

Councillor Michael Thompson, long 
an advocate for moving forward on 
Library Square before the end of  this 
Council term,  said staff  and architects 
both favour the lower square option 
as the best plan for the community 
and modifications brought forward 
between the previous Tuesday and 
last week’s Council meeting addressed 
many of  their concerns. 

“By no means do I see it as a final 
design,” he said. “I still think there 
is more to do around access and 

accessibility and I think as we move 
through the process that we’re still 
at the 5,000 foot level. There are still 
plenty of  opportunities to explore 
that feedback and work through those 
issues. I spoke to a member of  the 
Library Board and they said, ‘There is 
only one chance to get this right,’ but I 
think we will.”

Councillor Harold Kim also stressed 
the opportunities ahead for further 
consultation during the design process. 
Sufficient input and “imagination” 
will provide more options for both the 
Library and Cultural Centre going 
forward, he said.

“Will there ever be a design that 
will be 100 per cent perfect for all 
stakeholders?” he offered. “There 
won’t be. We have to try and find a 
design that is as best as possible for all 
stakeholders.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner.

“It is no secret that this is a really, 
really hard decision for us and I think 
as Councillors we need to listen to 
our residents, our stakeholders, our 
professional advisors and to ourselves 
to try and make what we think is 
the best decision for our community 
and all of  us around the table are 
trying to do that, no matter what 
our opinion. I am very pleased with 
the improvements that were made 
[to parking] and I think we need to 
keep trying to improve this. The 
improvement is especially important 
to the Library.

“I think at the end of  the day it 
is going to be very well received 
and hopefully loved by the whole 
community. I have that feeling of  
excitement within myself  and we have 
been talking about this for a very long 
time. I have said from the beginning of  
the term that I hoped this would be the 
Council that finally made a decision 
because it is a very hard decision to 
make and here we are.”

Library Square was a project 
resumed once again at the beginning 
of  this Council term, envisioned 
through the lens of  a greater Cultural 
Precinct plan. Now it is starting 
to bear fruit, said Councillor Tom 
Mrakas, and although there are some 
outstanding issues with Option 2, it 
ticks the boxes of  what people have 
been talking about through extensive 
public consultation.

“Yes, there are some issues with 
it as far as parking and accessibility, 
but I think some of  those concerns 
have been addressed in one week’s 
time period,” he said. “I think moving 
forward, it will allow us to refine it 
even more, as has been stated and I 
think we will get to that point where 
we’ll get to that point and it will be 
perfect. It is what we all thought and 
we all envisioned. Yes, we need to 
work on it and we’ll get there, but it 
is what is in the best interests of  this 
community.”

Mayor Dawe shared the view that 
this is all a work in progress.

“It is a concept plan that we’re 
dealing with,” he said. “We will indeed 
come back with drawings that will go 
through the whole site plan approval. 
We are very committed to getting 
it right and we welcome your input 
always.”
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®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates. 

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD. 
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 

905-773-TILE (8453)

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year
to all our patrons
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Library Square concept addresses parking concerns voiced at podium: Council

At press time, demolition of the former Fire Hall and Seniors’ Centre on Victoria Street was ongoing. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

From page 5

IN GOOD COMPANY

The Aurora Public Library, on the 
other hand, preferred an Option 1 which 
would have raised Library Square level 
to the library’s second floor, allowing 
for parking underneath the public 
square’s platform and, importantly 
to them, parking closer to the library 
building itself.

Nevertheless, Option Two won the 
day, albeit with a few tweaks from the 
previous week.

Presented by the Planning 
Partnership, these modifications 
allowed for a 9.3 metre laneway to be 
constructed on the north side of  the 
Library, allowing for a loading area, 
and two varieties of  accessible parking 
much closer to the busy community 
space than the planned parking lot off  
Victoria. 

“[Accessibility] is a really important 
criteria in all public spaces and the 
AODA (Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act] are very high and 
should be exceeded where possible,” 
said planner David Leinster, outlining 
the modifications to Council.

His presentation followed a 
delegation to Council by Tyler Barker, 
chair of  Aurora’s Accessibility 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Barker, who 
lives with cerebral palsy and requires 
a large motorized wheelchair to get 
around, questioned the “rush” in 
approving a concept plan before all the 
concerns regarding accessibility had 
been fully addressed.

“Frankly, staff  and the able-bodied 
community mean the best intentions, 
but they do not see it with the accessible 
eyes I see it, or how many people that 

are in my situation see things,” he 
said. “It is great that Concept Two has 
more parking, but if  [the issue] wasn’t 
brought up on Facebook, would that 
have been the case? I don’t think so.

“I understand everybody is trying 
their best here, but what’s the rush? I 
am saying that not just for this item or 
item. I want Aurora to be the standard 
for accessibility. Why do they always 
say, ‘It meets the minimum [AODA] 
standard?’ Would you like the minimum 
standard on your home renovations? 
On your car? On your health care? I 
don’t think so. We are one of  the largest 
minorities in the world, so use us as a 
resource. We have a lot to give.”

His comments were noted by Council 
members.

“I think the consultant has heard 
those comments and we have made 
a big improvement and hopefully we 
can make some more to make it just 
a little bit easier for everybody,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas, 
speaking to Mr. Leinster, “You’ve 
stepped up and made some alterations 
and revisions that have answered a lot 
of  those concerns.”

Councillor John Abel, the lone 
Council member who voted against the 
concept (Councillor Jeff  Thom as not in 
attendance, recovering from surgery), 
was not convinced.

“It would be great if  the parking was 
where Yonge Street and everyone could 

get in the library very quickly and 
easily there, but that is not the case and 
that is a huge challenge,” he said, also 
referencing the current shortage of  
area parking. “You’re eliminating what 
has worked for years, barely, and we’re 
just creating more to it.”

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

office to set-up an appointment to speak 
with me in-person by either emailing 
mayor@aurora.ca or calling my office 
at 905-726-4741. I am always happy to 
hear from you!

You can also stay connected through 
the Town’ssocial media feeds, website, 
PlaceSpeak, Notice Board or the 

Aurora Matters newsletter. Don’t miss 
my monthly radio spot on 105.9 The 
Region called Mayors in the Morning. 
This is a great way to help me connect 
with residents. Please email, tweet or 
call-in questions about our Town. To 
view the schedule, visit 1059theregion.
com/mayors.

Have a wonderful week!
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Try a sport
on for size...
Find out if it fits
before you commit.
Our unique “Sports Sampler” program provides
introductory training to children from grades 3 
to 7. Professional instructors teach basic skills 
in a fun and non-competitive environment, 
where kids can build confidence and learn to 
play a variety of sports – before you invest in 
expensive long-term programs!

Visit activateaurora.com/multi-sport-matters for more information, or to register.

Lessons are twice per week. This program qualifies for  ‘All Kids Can Play’ for those in need of financial support.  Contact Sport Aurora at 905-726-4776 for more info.

Sport Aurora’s Multi Sport program is proudly supported by:

Check out our upcoming sessions:
SWIMMING/MARTIAL ARTS:  Winter (4 weeks swimming, 4 weeks martial arts) Fee: $145
 Dates: January 10-March 3, 2018
GYMNASTICS/BASKETBALL: Spring (4 weeks gymnastics, 4 weeks basketball) Fee: $145
 Dates: March 19-May 19, 2018 

york.ca/wastedepots
1-866-665-6752

Sunday, December 24 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CLOSED CLOSED

Monday, December 25 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Tuesday, December 26 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Wednesday, December 27 CLOSED CLOSED 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CLOSED

Thursday, December 28 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CLOSED

Friday, December 29 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CLOSED

Saturday, December 30 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, December 31 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CLOSED CLOSED

Monday, January 1 CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED

Elgin Mills 
Community 

Environmental 
Centre 

Georgina Transfer Station

Date

East Gwillimbury 
HHW and  

Recycling Depot HHWDepot
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CROSSWORD

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

Parking at the Back

• � ai  •  Combos
•  Biryani  •  Stu�  Naan 
•  Roti  •  Chai  •  Co� ee

INDIAN CUISINE

Executive Lunch 
& Combos

Starting 
from 

$7

905.503.4600

Online Registration 
Available

CHRISTMAS 
DAY CAMPS

Not-for-profit,Sports Camp and Retreat Facility. Founded in 1967, specializing in horses, 
hockey and outdoor adventure programs, school groups, sports teams, corporate 

meetings and retreat groups of various kinds.

Jan 2, 3, 4, 5 
Choose Regular

or Hockey Options
Ages 5-12

Teen Ranch 519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 30
1917: Canada Comes of Age – A multi-

artist, two city painting exhibition at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre that looks back 
at the year 1917: 50 years removed from 
Confederation and 50 years before the 
glorious summer of ’67 in Montreal, 1917 
was the year of the crucible. It was a coming 
of age story.Curated by brothers Dave and 
Ross Rheaume, artists from Ottawa and 
Toronto will tell the story of milestones in 
history, medicine, art/science and sports, 
arts and entertainment. Opening Reception: 
Thursday, December 7  from 6 – 7 p.m.

DECEMBER 16 – 23
Bring your gifts and stroll around the 

Aurora Shopping Centre while the Aurora 
Lions Club does your gift wrapping. All 
donations stay in our community. Non-
perishable food donations are especially 
required. December 16, 17, 22, and 23 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free photo with Santa on 
Saturday, December 16, from 12 noon to 3 
p.m. Aurora Shopping Centre, 14800 Yonge 
Street, Suite 106. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
Join the Town of Aurora for Family First 

Night on Sunday January 31 from 6-9pm. 
All activities are free and include skating, 
swimming, mad science, reptile show, 
magician, crafts, inflatables, rock climbing, 
face painting and lots more. End the night 

with a fireworks display to celebrate Canada 
150. Food Donations to the Aurora Food 
Pantry are appreciated.

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
Canadian Blood Services hosts a blood 

donor clinic today from 2.30 p.m. to 7.30 
p.m. at Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church 
(Lynett Hall), 16 Catherine Avenue. It’s in 
you to give.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
Arts Society King presents the return of 

the previously sold out The Art of Scotch 
today from 2 – 5 p.m. at the King Heritage 
and Cultural Centre. Enjoy and taste 
five scotches, a presentation by a scotch 
sommelier, nibbles and fun. $70 all inclusive 
per person. Artssocietyking.ca. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
John Sheard presents A Tribute to 

Stuart McLean tonight from 8 – 10.15 
p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Sheard 
spent countless miles travelling across the 
continent with the legendary Stuart McLean. 
Join us for a special evening of backstage 
stories, tour bus tales, music and humour 
from 20 years on the road together creating 
memories for a lifetime. With special guests 
Chris Whiteley & Diana Braithwaite, Dennis 
Pendrith, and introducing Kalya Ramu. For 
ticket information, call 905-713-1818 or 
visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca/events/
tribute-to-stuart-mclean.

The night included live music, food 
and lots laughter.

Inn From the Cold has been helping 
the homeless since it opened in 2004.  
Congratulations on a successful 
event.

Grants and Awards
The Ontario Trillium Foundation 

has changed its dates for grant 
submissions. All the details are 
available on the OTF website. The 

Ministry of  Seniors Affairs is now 
accepting nominations for the Age 
Friendly Community Awards.  For 
details go to www.ontario.ca and 
look for the Honors and Awards – 
Community section. 

I look forward to welcoming you 
all to my New Year’s Levee at the 
Ray Twinney Centre in Newmarket, 
January 28 at 2 p.m.  Join us for 
free skating, hot chocolate and 
refreshments and some good fun.

From page 5

View From Queen’s Park

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

KARATE

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

INTERIOR DECORATION

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 
Advertise in 

Aurora’s At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 
905-597-0227.

AVON REPS NEEDED  
IN YOUR AREA,  

CONTACT LINDA  
FREE INFO  

TEXT OR PHONE 
905-557-0070    

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
coat. Perfect  
condition. Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES REQUIRED 
for local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have 
experience working 
with children ages 
4-12 years. Available 
for part time split 
shift Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 3 - 6:30 
pm. Please contact 
Marisa at among-
friendsdaycarecen-
tres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat process-
ing facility from Arthur immediately requires 
16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a mini-
mum of  2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting and processing. Duties in-
clude cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning 
and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and 
chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS di-
ploma or equivalent required. Positions offered 
are permanent full time and salary is $16.00/hr 
for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. Please 
apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, 
via email at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

FOR SALE SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

L A R G E  
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

SNOW TIRES 
AND RIMS  
FOR SALE  

BF Goodrich   
Used 2 years on Ford Focus  
205/65 R15 (945) $400.00 or 

best offer  
call 905-751-9817.

Come see us at our offi ce 
905-727-3300 • www.theauroran.com

15213 Yonge St. (Back of the Clock Tower Building, Top Floor)

Sending a Gift?
Moving Soon?

Storing Fragile Items?

FREE

WE GOT YOU COVERED!
We have lots of extra newspaper copies, perfect for 
protecting your fragile items, fi lling empty spaces 

in boxes for storage or packing during a move

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

COORDINATOR, INTAKE & ADMINISTRATION
1 Year - Contract Employment 

Cedar Centre is a non-profit organization that provides trauma therapy to children, youth and adults who have experienced all forms of 
interpersonal violence.  The Coordinator, Intake & Administration is responsible for providing telephone intake and clerical support to the 
Centre’s clinical team.  This position plays an active and pivotal role in establishing and maintaining a safe and welcoming environment  
for program participants and providing a liaison to the Agency’s community partners.

Primary Responsibilities:

•   Provides administrative and coordination support to Cedar Centre’s Clinical staff and to all clinical programs, including  
group and individual services

•  Answers inquiries and provides information about programs and services 
•  Conducts trauma-informed telephone intakes, including assessing eligibility for service, preparation of therapeutic files  

and making appropriate referrals, as required
•  Ensures that all documentation of client-related information is recorded in an accurate and timely manner
•  Maintains clinical file room and filing process, including organization of client files and individual case files
•  Assists in the creation and maintenance of all clinical forms
•  Participates in weekly program planning and supervision meetings and other agency meetings, as required
•  Represents Cedar Centre at community meetings, as required
•  Maintains the smooth and efficient delivery of service within the policies and practices of the organization 

Agency Business:

• Demonstrates excellence in the area of client service
• Assists with front desk relief
• Organizes and maintains all clinical electronic files 
• Provides logistical support for all trainings and workshops, including creation and distribution of community and group  

updates and notices
• Responsible for written, verbal and email communications to individual clients, contractors and community partners on  

behalf of the clinical team    
• Maintains clinical appointment booking system and schedules for groups, supervision and trainings
• Attends professional development and training activities, as required
• Other duties as required by the Executive Director or Clinical Director

Data Management:

• Responsible for the collection, maintenance and reporting of all clinical program metrics

Community Outreach Activities:

• Maintains an active liaison with referring community partners 

Qualifications and Qualities:
• Evidence of practicing from an Anti-Racist/Anti-Oppressive perspective
• Demonstrated ability to establish effective working relationships with diverse populations and community agencies
• Theoretical and practical knowledge of childhood sexual abuse and other
  forms of interpersonal childhood trauma
• Strong organization and administrative skills 
• Strong interpersonal skills and demonstrated strength in client advocacy
• Previous experience working in a clinical environment
• Previous experience conducting intakes would be an asset
• Trauma-informed training would be an asset 
• Thrives in a busy and dynamic work environment

Accountability:

The Clinical Administrator reports directly to the Executive Administrator, and ultimately to the Clinical Director.

1 FTE – Contract Employment (35 hrs./week)

 As an employer, Cedar Centre is dedicated to building an organization that reflects the diversity of our clients and the commu  
nities we serve. We strongly encourage applicants from Indigenous/First Nations, Francophone, Immigrant and Refugee, Wom  
en of Colour, LGBTTTQQI individuals, people with Dis/abilities, and all equity seeking groups to apply for this position.

 Apply in confidence to Kerrie Kortis, Clinical Director,  k.kortis@cedarcentre.ca  prior to January 5, 2018.

 We thank all candidates for their interest but only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Hiring: Salon Assistant
For Help with Answering Phones, 

Reception, Shampooing, Clean Up, 
and Store Assistance.

  Please inquire with Peter at 
  905-727-1369

Some Free Weeks will be 
offered with chair lease term. 

Ask Peter for Details. 

Attention Stylists or Barbers
Giampierre’s Beauty Salon 

is looking to rent a Hairstylist 
or Barber a chair in their salon.

SENIORS WELCOME  
CARRIERS NEEDED  

to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.
Earn money while getting exercise.  Contact 

Cephise 416-505-2770

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

Ultrasonically! 
LPs and 45s,get rid of 

the deepest contaminants,
give less-expensive records a

chance, details: 
spin2live@yahoo.com

Breathe New Life 
into Old Sound

AIR YORK TRANSPORT               
YORK REGION’S ONLY GOVERNMENT 
LICENCED AIRPORT TRANSPORTER
*Ideal for retired Seniors

Looking for Part or Full Time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca 
905-727-8861

• Driving Position
• Marketing Staff (Part-Time)

Who has good communication skills and fl exible time

“ Since 1989”

Advertise 
in 

The Auroran 
Classifieds 

905
727-3300
ext. 102
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117Wellington St East, 
Aurora, ON L4G 1H9
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. 

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 25 Years

NEED ANSWERS?
Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 

or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions??

?

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered

Merry Christmas & 
Best Wishes for the New Year

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 25 Years

Best Wishes for the New YearBest Wishes for the New Year


