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Canadian Food & Wine Institute 
coming to Armoury

Library Square plans 
look at making 

a landmark
By Brock Weir 

Two concept plans for the future 
redevelopment of  Library Square are set 
for Council consideration this week after 
a series of  public information sessions.

Developed by the Planning 
Partnership, the two concepts focus 
on making a public space that will be a 
destination for people from all corners of  
Aurora, and well beyond.

At the heart of  both plans is the 
parking area now lying between the 
Aurora Public Library and the Aurora 
Culture Centre.

“The vision is a space that links the 

Let us help you 
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              Med-Spa
Opening soon on 
beautiful Wellington Street 
in downtown Aurora. 

This spectacular new building will be the new home of York Vein and Laser Clinic. 
Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic medicine and vein care, 

and adding a luxurious day spa.

www.yorkvein.com  |  905-853-3200
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By Brock Weir

The historic Aurora Armoury will 
become an extension of  the Canadian 
Food & Wine Institute at Niagara 
College, the Town announced Friday.

In a statement, the Town said it is 
“thrilled” to announce a partnership 
with the Canadian Food & Wine 
Institute (CWFI) at Niagara College. 

The partnership will entail short-
term and part-time training at a 
restored Armoury which will become 
“a vibrant, community gathering space 

and a home to a world class training 
facility specializing in culinary skill 
building, commercial brewing and 
viticulture.”

“This partnership is the perfect 
match,” said Mayor Geoff  Dawe in a 
statement. “We’ve been able to take 
a prestigious school and match it up 
with an equally prestigious building. 
This is going to provide the Town with 
some very special community space 
while offering state-of-art training 
opportunities for residents and 
visitors.”

Added Craig Youdale, Dean of  
Niagara College’s Canadian Food 
and Wine Institute: “Recognition is 
growing for the expertise the CFWI has 
cultivated in the culinary, wine and beer 
sciences, and we’re excited to share our 
unique expertise with new audiences.”

Negotiations between the Town of  
Aurora and Niagara College have been 
taking place behind closed doors for 
more than a year. What was known 
was the Armoury was the subject of  
talks, but there was no hint on what the 
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Dozens of students from York Region’s Commu-
nity Classrooms descended on Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School to dance their way to a sizable 
donation for Toronto’s SickKids Hospital. At press 
time, over $8,000 had been raised for the cause, 
which saw students dancing away the day to an 
in-house DJ and tucking in to food and snacks 
donated by many local companies. For more, 
including how to push the students over the top, 
please see Page 20. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

OVER 8,000 MIRACLES

THE VICTORIAN TRADITION CONTINUES – Santa Claus, or Father Christmas as he was popularly 
known in the Victorian era dropped in at Hillary House on Sunday and met Blake and Khloe at the � rst 
of two family events hosted by the Aurora Historical Society at the National Historic Site designed to 
spread the festive cheer. For more, see Page 13. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Do you experience numbness, 
weakness or tingling in a leg, foot, arm 
or hand? Do you have neck or back pain 
that has lasted more than one month 
or experience frequent headaches? 
You may be suffering from a condition 
known as spinal stenosis. 

 Spinal Stenosis is defi ned as narrowing 
of  the bone channel occupied by the spinal 
nerves or the spinal cord.

Some people are born with a congenital 
form, but most develop spinal stenosis as 
part of  the degenerative process. A few do 
not feel any effects of  the narrowing, but 
as part of  the aging process, most people 
will eventually notice radiating pain, 
weakness, and/or numbness secondary 
to the compression of  the nerves or spinal 
cord.

In lumbar stenosis, the spinal nerve 
roots in the lower back become compressed 
and this can produce symptoms of  
sciatica—tingling, weakness or numbness 
that radiates from the low back and into 
the buttocks and legs—especially with 
activity.

 You go to the drug store or to your 
doctor and get pills to help relieve your 
symptoms. But you fi nd the symptoms 
keep returning.   Alternatively, the 
doctor may refer you to a specialist who 
may tell you that surgery is needed or 
is an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant to 
have surgery given its invasive nature.  
It is important to know that although 
surgery is sometimes necessary, it is 
considered a last resort in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  
medications that include damage to the 

liver, kidneys and gut.
There is a new, natural, safe and 

highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate the 
body’s natural healing processes. The 
innovative Multiwave Locked System 
(MLS) Laser produces a safe, effi cient 
and simultaneous effect on pain, 
infl ammation and nerve conduction, 
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and concerns of  HP (High 
power) laser therapy.

According to multiple studies MLS 
laser therapy appears to be uniquely 
capable of  decreasing the infl ammation 
around the spinal cord and shows 
great promise in the battle against the 
devastating sequelae of  this condition.

 What does this mean for you?
Many of  our patients have reported a 

90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased sensation and vastly 
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call (905) 
773-2225 to book your FREE consultation 
and examination at King West Wellness 
Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond 
Hill (In the Home Hardware Plaza)

Breakthrough 
Treatment 
For Spinal 

Stenosis 
 (Cervical/Lumbar Stenosis)

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

EMPOWERING 
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  

Since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON | 905-895-1700 ext. 259

At Pickering College, students (JK to Grade 12), faculty and 
staff live the values that have guided our school since 1842 
in a stimulating collegial environment. 

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the 
ideal balance between challenging students to develop 
critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied 
to their university career and beyond. 

Now accepting applications 
for September admission

Visit us online to learn more:  
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Busy tennis centre opened as 
tribute to Marilyn Redvers

By Brock Weir 

Indoor tennis is back in Aurora. 
Although tennis enthusiasts have 

been enjoying the new indoor tennis 
facility located at Stewart Burnett 
Park, just behind the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Centre, for the better part of  
the year, the doors officially opened on 
the new structure, which is not only a 
testament to the popularity of  the sport 
within the Aurora community but also 
a tribute to late local realtor Marilyn 
Redvers. 

Mayor Geoff  Dawe, along with 
Councillors John Abel, Harold Kim, 
Tom Mrakas and Michael Thomson, 
joined members of  Ms. Redvers’ family 
Saturday to officially dedicate the 
Marilyn Redvers Tennis Centre.

Owned in part by Ms. Redvers’ son 
Trevor, her former husband Terry, 

as well as Adam Seigel, the 3,000 
square foot Marilyn Redvers Tennis 
Centre is now the flagship of  Tennis 
Clubs of  Canada which, in addition 
to Aurora, operates similar facilities 
in Newmarket, Richmond Hill, and 
Barrie.

“Our vision is to create players for 
life,” says Mr. Seigel. “Our vision is to 
work with as many municipalities as 
possible to grow the game within that 
municipality and Aurora is a perfect 
opportunity because [after Timberlane 
Athletic Club closed its doors] Aurora 
residents really had no opportunity 
within their own municipality for 
indoor tennis. Working with the 
municipality, they were able to develop 
a partnership and this facility on a 
year-round basis.

“As many people know, Marilyn was Family and friends of the late Aurora realtor Marilyn Redvers gathered at the tennis facility in east Aurora 
bearing her name for the o�cial dedication ceremony on Saturday afternoon.

 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR
Machell’s Corners

It’s December.
We’re in that weird time of  year 

when everyone is getting ready for the 
holidays.

Churches, community groups, 
theatrical and choral performers, and 
worthy organizations of  all stripes are 
putting their best collective feet forward. 
They’re pulling out all the stops for 
special religious observances, holding 
food and clothing drives for those less 
fortunate, holiday-themed plays and 
performances are all around us, and 
we’ve still got – as of  this publication 
date – 17 shopping days before the big 
day.

By the time you read this – unless, of  
course, you read The Auroran online – 
the Town’s Christmas Tree has already 
been lit by a special surprise visitor from 
North Pole wearing a snazzy red velvet 
suit, the hot chocolate has been poured, 
and Mrs. Claus has given the kids her 
traditional razzle dazzle with ‘Twas The 
Night Before Christmas.

Normally, this is the time of  year 
when most everybody concerned is 
prepared to settle their brains down for 
a long winter’s nap and wrap everything 
up before the Christmas preparations 
kick into full swing.

This is also the time of  year when The 
Auroran looks both forward and back, 
considering the major milestones of  this 
year, revisiting stories that have fi lled 
our pages over the past 12 months while 
also casting our eyes ahead to what 
issues might be on the horizon.

A perennial theme of  these forecasts 
has been the future of  Library Square 
and the certain brand of  inertia which 
has, until very recently, been a hallmark 
of  its redevelopment.

The same can be said of  Aurora’s 
dwindling inventory of  historic and/or 
heritage homes, along with buildings 
that might be moved, modifi ed or 
otherwise manhandled over the course 
of  the next year or two.

Then, of  course, there is the issue of  
just how much the average Aurora tax 
bill might go up in the year ahead. 

2017, however, is turning out to be the 
perfect storm. All of  these things are 
happening at once and, as luck would 
have it, this week. 

After months of  further review, 
stakeholders and residents alike were 
called in for public meetings to go over 
two draft plans for the future of  Library 
Square, the recommendations for which 
could be offered by local lawmakers this 
week and ratifi ed next Tuesday. Or, sent 
back to staff  for further review. 

After months of  seemingly idle – but, 
really, not so idle – speculation on the 
future of  the Aurora Armoury, that too 
is poised to go ahead, making the way 
for a much desired and much fought for 

semblance of  a post-secondary presence 
in our Town.

And all this after year upon year with 
barely a trickle – but, as the saying goes, 
when it rains it pours. 

So, Aurora, have your umbrella handy 
because we’re having a deluge. 

Why now? Could it possibly be that 
we’re now less than 12 months away from 
inaugurating a new Council? Perhaps; 
after all, the 2014 – 2018 slate of  Council 
was largely determined to bring Library 
Square in for some kind of  landing as a 
legacy project.

Some members of  Council expressed 
a similar enthusiasm for securing a post-
secondary presence for Aurora by the 
end of  this term, in accordance with the 
Town of  Aurora’s Strategic Plan. 

The mission is almost accomplished 
in both cases, but is it a race to the fi nish 
line to get these projects done to show 
progress has been made over the last 
four years?

Maybe, but although it might cause 
some to be sceptical, I think excitement 
will ultimately win the day. 

The plans are ambitious, to be sure, 
but they do have the potential to bring 
about a watershed moment for this 
community.

So many times in this Town, good ideas 
have been left to collect dust on a shelf, 
whether they were deemed too gutsy 
or, worse, too risky to be accomplished. 
They might have been seen as having the 
potential to ruffl e a few feathers when 
every feather ruffl ed translated into 
a potentially ruffl ed voter. Some were 
tossed aside as mere change for the sake 
of  change. 

As a result, I think Aurora, in many 
ways has fallen behind some of  its 
municipal contemporaries.

I’ve written before in this space how, as 
a one-time outsider looking in from the 
hinterland of  Aurora, how this Town was 
once perceived. There was, and I’m sure 
I’m not alone here, a sense that Aurora was 
always one step ahead of  the curve.

Arts and heritage were cultivated, 
storefronts in the downtown core were 
fl ourishing, their wares varied, offering 
something for everyone. All of  this 
bolstered with a fi rm sense of  identity, of  
both where Aurora has been and where, as 

a community, it was going. 
But, by the time I moved to Aurora, I 

sensed a change.
Granted, the grass always seems 

greener from the other side, but by the 
time I became a fully fl edged Auroran after 
a stint in Ottawa, it seemed the axis had 
shifted.

Newmarket’s Main Street had 
transformed itself  from the grubby 
thoroughfare of  my youth to a fl ourishing 
community hub; new, innovative ideas 
were now being fl oated, embraced and 
lauded with alarming regularity… and 
Aurora?

Sure, the Aurora Cultural Centre 
has been an invaluable addition to our 
community which has only grown in 
relevance since its inception, but as 
Newmarket picked up awards for its 
transformation of  the historic core, 
including its celebrated Riverwalk 
Commons, Aurora was stuck in nearly two 
decades of  limbo over what to do with a 
crumbling block of  mid-century buildings 
on Victoria Street. 

With the creative plans for both Library 
Square and the Aurora Armoury up for 
consideration, I think the Town is on the 
brink of  turning that tide and I, for one, am 
excited to see how it all unfolds. 

The only thing standing in its way could 
be Council and whether the momentum 
that is already there will see them through 
to the push of  the proverbial button. 

Last week’s Council meeting  offered an 
exchange which held promise.

“We are proxies for residents of  Aurora,” 
said Councillor Kim regarding the plans to 
renovate the Armoury. “In situations like 
this you only have a short opportunity to 
make those decisions.”

And that is what’s really at the heart of  
the matter.

All too often plans hit a fatal speed bump 
when faced with a few loud voices from 
within a very large whole, leading Council 
members to become gun-shy about making 
a fi nal decision at the very last moment.

More public consultation, always 
welcome, is invariably prescribed to 
address these concerns; concerns which 
had already been dissected and deliberated 
through public consultation processes 
stretching back years, ultimately leading 
to the same result. 

Sometimes it feels as though 
Councillors are torn between their role 
as representatives of  the people who put 
them there and a perceived role as mere 
facilitators of  public opinion.

At the end of  the day, the people speak 
through just about every avenue available 
to them. They make their voices heard, 
and while this cacophony rarely 
uniformly agrees on everything, they 
take the time to provide their input. 

But, there comes a time to act and that 
time, in my opinion, is now.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Pine Tree Potters Guild’s 
Empty Bowls was another 
successful event

On behalf  of  the Pine Tree Potters’ 
Guild, I would like to express our 
gratitude to everyone who participated 
in the 2017 Empty Bowls event that took 
place on November 16 at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre.  

Empty Bowls events are held by 
potters in communities throughout 
North America with the objective to 
raise funds and awareness for local 
charities that work to relieve hunger 
and homelessness.  During the event, 
patrons select a handmade bowl from 
the hundreds on display and local chefs 
and bakers in attendance serve a ladle 
of  their gourmet soup and artisan 
bread.  The handmade bowl guests 
take home with them serves as a gentle 
reminder that not everyone has a full 
bowl every day.  

This year we raised over $19,600 to 
be donated to Welcoming Arms, Aurora 
and Inn From The Cold, Newmarket. 
Since our fi rst event in 2010, Pine Tree 
Potters’ Guild has raised over $134,700 
for local charities. 

We wish to extend a heartfelt “Thank 
You” to all of  the local chefs and bakers 
who donated their time, gourmet soup 
and bread; Meridian Credit Union for a 
very generous grant; Tucker’s Pottery 
Suppliesfor donating the clay used by 
our potters for crafting the bowls; David 
Schembri Design and KKP Design 
and Print for donating our printed 
materials; and the Aurora Cultural 
Centre for all their support allowing 
us to host our event at their beautiful 
facility.

We also wish to thank Joy Gannicott, 
Dave Parsons and Sam Carothers for 
their contribution of  great live music.  
Finally, we are so very grateful for all of  
our dedicated volunteers who donated 
their time and skills to ensure that 
everything ran smoothly.  

The following is a list of  the culinary 
establishments that participated in our 
2017 Empty Bowls event:

Aqua Grill

Aw Shucks

Catharina’s Kitchen

Father’s Moustache Grill and Bar

Gabriel’s Café

Graystones Restaurant

Hungry Brew Hops

Joia Ristorante and Wine Bar

Little Red Catering

Maunder’s Food Shop

Nature’s Emporium

PC Cooking School Aurora

State and Main Kitchen and Bar

Taste it Catering and Event Planning

The Hurst Bakery

The Kitchen by Food in Motion

The Pickle Barrel

Vintage Spice

Walt’s Bistro Bar and Grill

Again, thank you so very much to all 
who participated.  It is because of  you 
that our event has been so successful 
year after year.  

Looking forward to 2018!

Jacqueline Adamek
Chair, 2017 Empty Bowls Committee

Pine Tree Potters’ Guild
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Get ready for another parking crunch 
downtown, Aurora.

We’re all well aware of  the existing 
challenges of  fi nding spots for our 
vehicles in our Town’s core.  

Parking at the Library seems to be an 
endless game of  musical chairs as cars 
circle trying to fi nd an elusive space.  

This situation is only made worse 
when events are on at the neighbouring 
Cultural Centre.

Nearby churches also draw crowds 
for services, concerts and other 
activities.

And then there’s Town Park. Between 
Farmer’s Markets, concerts, baseball, 
skating, and other special events, it 
attracts people to the area all year.

Only a block away, the demand for GO 
parking continues to rise exponentially. 
I remember not that long ago when 
they built the fi ve storey garage one 
councillor complained why they were 
building such an oversized structure 
that would never be fully used.  

It only took a couple of  months 
before “full” signs appeared early 
each morning on the available spaces 
readouts for each of  the fl oors.

But these are all problems we’re 
experiencing based on existing 
demand.  There are plans afoot that will 
only make this all worse.

First up is the Armory. Right now the 
Armory is only used for the occasional 
special event, and overall, has a pretty 

small impact on the downtown parking 
footprint. 

That’s all going to change.  
As I write this, an announcement 

hasn’t been made, but soon we will fi nd 
out the future of  this site. Whatever 
it is, it’s supposed to be big.  And big 
means the building will be a fully used 
focal point, and bring even more people 
to the area.

The other future challenge is not 
a new issue, but the expansion of  an 
existing one; literally. The imminent 
twinning of  the GO tracks will require 
tons of  equipment and supplies 
that all has to be stored somewhere 
nearby during probably about a year 
of  construction.  It’s inevitable that 
parking will be sacrifi ced for that.

While a hassle, that’s only a short 
term inconvenience.  But once the work 
is done, and the parking lots returned 
to their intended use, we’ll then have 
all day 15 minute train service.  Hugely 

convenient, that will increase riders, 
probably by a lot, who in turn will have 
to park their cars somewhere.

With this additional development 
downtown, Aurora will continue to a 
victim of  its own success.

There are valiant efforts through 
groups like Activate Aurora and the 
trails folks to get people to walk and 
cycle more around Town. That may get 
a few people out of  their cars when they 
head downtown, but it’s by no means 
going to stem the tide.

One bit of  reprieve will come shortly 
when the former library and seniors’ 
centers go under the wrecking ball.  
However, the resulting parking lot will 
be only temporary.  Sooner or later, this 
land will be redeveloped into a grand 
vision.  Perhaps some sort of  hub for 
education, innovation, sport or culture. 

Whatever it is, it will draw crowds. 
And inevitably, they will drive there. 
So, unless the place is only open from 
midnight to 5 am, which is unlikely, it 
will add to the parking congestion.

Granted, a decision on the future use 
of  that site is by no means imminent, 
so that “temporary” parking lot may be 
there longer than expected.  

That may buy us some time until 
a more permanent solution presents 
itself.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Santa arrived recently in Aurora. 
And, as usual, he arrived under the 
stars.

What a parade. Marching bands, 
plenty of  fl oats, sparkling lights and 
a politician or two waving. Aurora’s 
parade attracts folks from outside 
our boundaries, drawn to this unique 
annual event.

Where most towns have their parade 
during the day, Aurora’s is spectacular 
in its evening presentation. I especially 
like how my neighbours hold off  turning 
on their outside Christmas lights until 
the little ones are walking home from 
the parade. Magical.

I recall hearing about the origins of  
the parade. Seems that with rapid growth 
and a lot of  newcomers, townsfolk had 
grown distant. In an attempt to bring 
people together, volunteers organized a 
parade, with streets competing against 
streets for best fl oat and other prizes.

Today, the parade is organized by 
Town staff, but it truly is volunteers that 
make the difference! Hundreds of  kids, 
dozens of  musicians, many adults – it 
can’t be easy to corral them all. Thank 
you to everyone who organized and 
participated.

The parade has grown over the years 
– in fact I’m astounded there is anyone 
left to watch, given the number of  folks 
taking part. I’m in a holiday mood 
already!

Fairer workplaces

As the holiday season quickly 
approaches I am reminded that it truly 
is the most wonderful time of  the year in 
the most wonderful province.

Last week Ontario passed Bill 148, the 
Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs Act, 2017. 
This legislation will bring more fairness 
to Ontario workplaces; it will create more 
security and opportunity for vulnerable 
workers and their families. This act also 
includes the increase of  the minimum 
wage, ensure more fairness for part-
time and contract workers, expand 
personal emergency leave and step up 
enforcement of  employment laws.

Minimum wage will increase to $14 
per hour on January 1, 2018, and then 
to $15 on January 1, 2019, followed by 
annual increases at the rate of  infl ation. 
Further provisions include equal pay 
for part-time, temporary, casual and 

seasonal employees doing the same job 
as full-time employees; and equal pay 
for temporary help agency employees 
doing the same job as employees at the 
agencies’ client companies.

The new legislation provides for 
up to 17 weeks off  without the fear of  
a worker losing their job when they 
or their child has experienced, or is 
threatened with, domestic or sexual 
violence. This includes paid leave for 
the fi rst fi ve days. The government is 
also expanding family leaves and adding 
measures to ensure that employees 
are not misclassifi ed as independent 
contractors, ensuring they get the 
benefi ts and protections they deserve. 

Ontario Launches New Tool to Check if 
Prescriptions are Covered with OHIP+

January will also bring the 
introduction of  the government’s new 
OHIP+ plan, when 4,400 drugs become 
free for everyone in Ontario under the 
age of  25.

The province is making it easier 
to fi nd out what medications will be 
covered with a new online search tool.

The new, universal prescription 
medication coverage will include 
asthma inhalers, drugs to treat 
depression, anxiety, epilepsy, and 
attention defi cit hyperactivity disorder, 
antibiotics, EPIPENs, diabetes test 
strips, oral contraceptives, medications 
to treat some childhood cancers and 
other rare conditions, and thousands of  
others.

The online search tool to learn 
what medications are covered can be 
found at: www.ontario.ca/page/check-
medication-coverage.I hope this will 
be the fi rst step toward pharmacare 

coverage for everyone across Canada.
Ontario Boosting Rental Supply 

for Individuals and Families
We have heard concerns from residents 
all across the province about the lack of  
affordable rental options. People have to 
spend far too much on rent – if  they are 
“lucky” enough to fi nd a place to rent.

The government will make it easier 
for individuals and families to fi nd a 
home by rebating development charges 
on new, purpose-built rental housing. 
This will encourage more construction 
and bring more fairness to the rental 
market.

Last week Peter Milczyn, Minister of  
Housing and the Minister Responsible 
for the Poverty Reduction Strategy, 
announced the province will rebate 
up to $125 million in development 
charges over fi ve years for priority, 
purpose-built rental developments in 
municipalities with low vacancy rates 
or high tenant populations, and where 
affordable rentals are hard to fi nd.

In the coming days, the province will 
be inviting municipalities to participate 
in the program.

Promoting Local Food 
and Healthy Eating in Local Schools

Eating healthy and promoting a 
healthier lifestyle is an important 
lesson for us to teach our children.

The province, along with the support 
of  Ontario farmers, is helping students 
learn more about local food, agriculture 
and the importance of  healthy eating, 
while also raising funds to support their 
schools.

Over the past year, almost 500 schools 
across the province have participated in 
a unique fundraising program.  Ontario 
students have helped raise over $1 
million dollars to support their schools 
by selling locally grown produce 
including carrots, onions, potatoes, 
sweet potatoes and apples.

Look for schools in our area that are 
taking part.

 
As always, I invite you to contact me 

on any issue. Please call my community 
offi ce at 905-750-0019, or visit my website 
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Idle Thoughts

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…
In politics as in life, when folks 

don’t like the outcome they attack the 
process.

 Sometimes it is, well, just grumbling 
by folks who don’t like the outcome.  But 
sometimes it is a fair comment.  We’ve 
seen many a public venture – gas plants 
anyone? – where the process, such as it 
is, has been so lacking in transparency 
as to be opaque.  Other times though it’s 
just plain partisan politics.  Whatever 
one side does, the other automatically 
attacks.

To quote the buzzword of  the day, it’s 
tribalism. Folks suspend all common 
sense to vote with the tribe.

How else to explain the nonsense 
going on with our neighbours to the 
south? (I guess I have to be a bit more 
specifi c). I am talking about the recent 
vote in the US Senate, a vote where the 
Republicans were loudly proclaiming a 
monumental “victory” with the passage 
of  a tax reform bill, only in an era of  
rank and extreme partisanship could 
the passage of  that bill be considered 
as a victory.

A victory for the politicians 
maybe, but certainly not a victory for 
democracy, or democratic principles 
because they were left trampled on 
the senate fl oor amongst the crumpled 
paper drafts of  the bill. Fully 51 
members that voted in favour of  that 
Bill had not read it in its fi nal draft 
form, let alone its entirety. And, being 
fair, the same could be said for those 
that voted against it. I seriously doubt 
rank and fi le Democrats that are raging 
about the bill, have read it in full either.

But how could they? 
For heaven’s sake, there were 

little scraps of  paper with scribbled 
“amendments” on it being passed 
about and voted on. Sorry, but that’s 
bananas.  How can you possibly say 
that the proposed legislation has had a 
thorough vetting when the ink wasn’t 
even dry on the documents? 

How can you vote on proposed 
changes that are hand written and 
barely legible? This is legislation that 
will have serious implications for 
literally millions upon millions of  
people.  To pass it without so much as a 
how do you do is shameful.

But let’s not be smug about our own 
legislative processes. 

The same thing happens in our 
parliament, though with far less drama. 
(However, to the best of  my knowledge, 
our parliamentarians don’t write 
legislation on cocktail napkins and put 
it to a vote).  But looking at the process 
broadly, large pieces of  legislation get 
tabled for a vote, with minimal time 
to review and even less time to debate.  
And even when it is not a whipped vote, 
it is rare to fi nd any dissent amongst 
the party that has put the legislation 
forward.  Our members vote along 
party lines.

Period.
The merits, or lack thereof  of  

any particular agenda item before 
parliament for consideration, are 
entirely beside the point – it’s whose 
idea it is that matters.

Say what you will about municipal 
politics, but it’s the most accessible , for 
lack of  a better word, decision making 
process of  any governmental level.  
You know exactly how each councillor, 
mayor, regional councillor feels about 
a particular issue.  There’s no hiding 
behind party.  

And I think that’s a good thing.

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating…

National Brownie Day!
(December 8)

This probably isn’t the � rst image that comes to mind when you 
hear it’s National Brownie Day. In 1900, the Eastman Kodak 

Company produced the � rst low-cost hand-held camera
 known as the Brownie, which introduced portable cameras to 

the masses. This Brownie 2A camera (990.8.6) dates to the 1910s 
and belonged to Aurora resident Miss M. Smith. Interestingly, 

the delicious dessert treat by the same name pre-dates the Kodak 
Brownie by only two years. The � rst de� nitive reference to chocolate 
brownies was published in an 1898 issue of the Kansas City Journal.

Effective 
Decision-Making
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Previous poll results
Should a new Aurora Recreation Centre feature an Ice Rink

12%
UNSURE

Do you support the Canadian Institute 
of Food & Wine coming to 

the Aurora Armoury?
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Celebrating two decades 
of outstanding service

Veterans Affairs
Canada

Authorized Provider

….ooooops!
Feeling like a  
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved  
one now- or, in planning for the future?

I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!

So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…

I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!

We have been helping seniors and their families like 
you for almost two decades—and, these years give us 
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much 
understand your situation and to provide you with the 
highest standard of compassionate and professional 
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique 
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care 
for your loved one at an affordable cost.

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care  
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca 
www.LAServices.ca

From page 5
[two buildings] with a gathering space 
which will be at the heart of  Aurora’s 
Cultural Precinct,” said planner Donna 
Hinde at the last of  a series of  Town Hall 
meetings which attracted dozens of  area 
residents and stakeholders. “Over the 
course of  these conversations, we [have 
compiled] page after page of  notes from 
people that we spoke to and when I went 
through the list [we heard] things like a 
winter carnival, a tree lighting, gallery 
space for artists, a fl ea market and food 
trucks.

“We’re trying to design a space where 
nothing is precluded. Everybody’s great 
ideas can fi nd a space that would be 
ultimately programmed by the Town of  
Aurora with help from the Library and 
Cultural Centre.”

Indeed, that’s exactly what the two 
concepts entail – fl exible spaces tailored 
for a variety of  community uses. Both 
options feature a large programable 
space bordered by landscaping and other 

amenities, both also feature 80 on-site 
parking spaces, but how these spaces are 
confi gured tell a very different story.

The fi rst option, dubbed the “Raised 
Square” option will see the sloping area 
between the Library and Cultural Centre 
raised to the level of  the Cultural Centre, 
providing a fl at surface between the two 
well-used community hubs with parking 
confi gured below the surface.

This option, as presented to the public, 
will provide vehicular access from 
Victoria Street, divert parking below 
grade, while leaving a wide-open area 
above with signifi cant potential.

This option, said Ms. Hinde, could 
include a marketplace and stalls for up to 
80 vendors, the option of  “giant harvest 
tables” spread out across the area to 
accommodate a community dinner for 
over 300 people, a giant movie screen 
for public viewing, and a refrigerated 
platform area that would allow up to 400 
people to enjoy outdoor skating. 

The second option would lower Library 

Square to be fl ush with the ground level 
access to the Aurora Public Library, 
offering parking just off  Victoria Street 
and most of  the amenities proposed in 
Option One. 

Both concepts feature an area set 
aside for possible future expansion of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Victoria Hall remains just outside the 
area considered for Library Square.

Contained within the report presented 
to Council this week is a summary of  
stakeholder comments.

Members of  the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, which kicked off  last 
Monday’s series of  information 
sessions, voiced concerns over the cost 
and construction of  Option 1, while the 
Aurora Public Library voiced its support 
for Option 1, adding the construction 
should be coordinated with a long-
planned renovation of  the Library itself. 

The Library augmented its support 
by stating they would pick in a portion 
of  their own development charges 
(charges paid by a developer coming 
into the community to offset the impact 
of  growth) to realise Option #1. 

The Aurora Cultural Centre, on 
the other hand, has voiced support 
for Option 2, noting that the proposed 
expansion to the Centre itself  would 
need to be built in order to “relate” the 
facility to the rest of  Library Square.

While many of  the people at the 

public information sessions offered 
their support for Option One, with some 
of  this support tempered by concerns 
over the fi nal price tag, Option Two is 
the one staff  are recommending Council 
consider this week.

“The Planning Partnership believes 
that both options are viable, however 
Option 2 with the lowered square 
has been identifi ed as the preferred 
option,” said Fausto Filipetto, Senior 
Policy Planner for the Town of  Aurora. 
“[Both options] have merit in creating 
a public gathering space that connects 
both the Library and the Cultural 
Centre buildings. However, Option 2 is 
preferred…for the following reasons: 
visibility from the street and safety, 
architectural impact (the square would 
be framed by a two-storey library 
instead of  just one storey; sense of  
space [in that] the lowered square would 
provide for an amphitheatre setting 
where seating would be designed into 
the retaining walls; cost of  construction 
($2 million less than Option 1) and the 
cost of  maintaining the underground 
parking and safety issues associated 
with it.”

$500,000 has been previously 
earmarked for demolition of  Library 
Square and design services for what 
replaces it. Full costs and how the 
construction of  Library Square will be 
funded is set for a future report. 

Cultural Centre, Library differ on perferred Square options

The second of two concepts for Library Square, as presented to the public last week. 

Image courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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*Some conditions may apply

VICTOR CHETCUTI
Sales Representative

NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive 
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by 
visiting: www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 

ID# 2072 
For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation 

Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

Library Square demolition set, but salvage could come at a cost
By Brock Weir

It’s signed, sealed and delivered – the 
contract to demolish the two buildings 
currently occupying Library Square 
was approved at Council last week.

King-based Priestly Demolition will 
carry out the work under a contract 
worth $111,300, excluding taxes, but 
this number could increase for any 
additional salvage work Council 
might request before the wrecking ball 
arrives. 

At last week’s Council meeting, 
some members reiterated their wish 
that some parts of  the old Aurora 
Public Library building on Victoria 
Street, which was Aurora’s gift to itself  
to commemorate the Centennial, be 
salvaged for some future re-use.

While Priestly Demolition has 
agreed to salvage two of  the building’s 
external beams at no additional cost, 
anything else will be an add-on.

“They are prepared to salvage the 

wood beams at no additional cost [but] 
they were concerned with trying to 
salvage all the wood in the ceiling 
because that involves nail removal and 
that sort of  stuff, and they thought they 
wouldn’t be able to do that without an 
extra cost,” said CAO Doug Nadorozny.

Council, however, was prepared to 
explore the options further.

“Even if  they did damage some [of  
the wood] we could take the best of  the 
bunch and take the nails out and there 
is still a span of  significant footage,” 
said Councillor John Abel. “It might 
not be whole, but it would be worth 
cutting the ends to bring it through. Mr. 
Priestly is very community-oriented, I 
would assume with the understanding 
we could possibly maximize the 
opportunities to grab what is there.”

Mr. Nadorozny said that is indeed 
something that can be explored but 
“they made it clear” the costs would go 
up.

“They bid on the basis they would be 

demolishing the whole thing,” he said. 
Town Treasurer Dan Elliott 

reiterated to Council that while Priestly 
Demolition is prepared to salvage the 
beams, transportation off-site and 
storage of  the material would be an 
additional cost borne by the Town, but 
it’s a cost that can be accommodated 
within the current demolition budget.

The cost of  the contract, Mr. Elliott 
noted, was kept low on the basis that 
Aurora wouldn’t want to reclaim any 
part of  the demolished buildings.

“Metal, concrete, masonry, [and] 
bricks are standard recycling materials 
and the contract was called for 
standard industry regulations, etc.,” 
said Mr. Elliott. “They do not normally 
recycle the wood because of  the 
nails, the fasteners, and wires within 
it. Everything other than that gets 
diverted and recycled, the rest  goes to 
a landfill or to the energy-from-waste 
facility. 

“We don’t want to impose additional 
restrictions on them. They pull stuff  
out of  the building they think they can 
get a buck from and it helps drive our 
cost down. When we start asking for 
these things out it defeats the purpose. 
[They] bid on the most competitive 
approach and that is what we’ve got.”

That being said, Mr. Elliott said they 
look forward to the possibility of  the 
beams being reused within the proposed 
overhaul of  the Aurora Armoury or 
even whatever is ultimately built in the 
final design of  Library Square.

COPPAS.COM

FRESH SAVINGS FROM FRI, DEC 8TH – THUR, DEC 14TH  

SCOTT SPONGE TOWELS
pkg of 6 rolls 

ULTRA, ULTRA STRONG

UNICO 
SUNFLOWER OIL

3L jug 

ASTRO YOGURT
BALKAN STYLE, BIOBEST OR 

SMOOTH N FRUITY
650-750g tub 

ASSORTED VARIETIES

EA.

EA. LBS.

EA. EA.

$699 $199

FRESH STEM & LEAF
CLEMENTINES

4.39kg  
PRODUCT OF SPAIN

LBS.

$199

$499

$199 99¢
ICE RIVER GREEN

NATURAL SPRING WATER
case of 24x500ml bottles 

FRESH ONTARIO 
CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS

2.18kg 

SAVE $200/lb

SAVE $200 SAVE $300

SAVE $200/lbSAVE $200

SAVE $170

KING CITY - 1700 KING RD.
905.833.70.35

Hate Crime team investigating 
Aurora High School graffiti

Hate crime investigators with 
the York Regional Police Criminal 
Investigations Bureau are seeking 
information and witnesses after 
hateful, anti-Semitic graffiti was 
found at Aurora High School. 

On Thursday, November 30, the 
YRP responded to a report of  anti-
Semitic graffiti spray-painted on a 
storage building at the Wellington 
Street West School. Police say 
they believe the incident occurred 
sometime between 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 29 and 7.30 
a.m. the following morning.

Investigators are asking any 
witnesses and anyone with 
information, or anyone with 
dashcam footage in that area, to 
please come forward. 

“The York Regional Police will 
not tolerate hate crime in any form,” 
said Constable Andy Pattenden in a 
statement. “These kinds of  crimes 
not only hurt the community that 
has been targeted, but they hurt 
us all. We take great pride in being 
one of  Canada’s safest and most 
inclusive communities and we 
remain vigilant in our fight against 
prejudice, discrimination and hate 
in our community.”

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the #1 District Criminal 
Investigations Bureau at 1-866-876-
5423, x7141, CrimeStoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS, leave an anonymous tip 
online at www.1800222tips.com, or 
text your tip to CRIMES (274637) 
starting with the word YORK. 

They do not normally 

recycle the wood  

because of the nails,  

the fasteners, and  

wires within it
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WE DON’T BREW 
OUR BEER FOR 
THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue 

his dream of reconnecting with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s 

prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where he procured the alchemy that would 

drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to 

Krefeld, Germany, working in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. 

He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Andrew ad_Broad_Quarter.indd   1 5/25/17   1:19 PM
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15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com
OFFERS END JANUARY 2ND, 2018

UP TO IN TOTAL HOLIDAY BONUS VALUE
ON SELECT 2017 AND 2018 VEHICLES WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD*$1,500

INTRODUCING THE REDLINE EDITION SERIES.

UP TO

Business After Five: Thursday, December 14, 2017 at The Story of Love, 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Information Session – Bill 148: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 

7:30 am – 9:30 am

Information Session – Exporting & International Expansion: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 

at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club, 7:30 am – 10:00 am

Aurora Chamber Home & Living Show: April 20 – 22, 2018. Book Your Exhibitor Space Now!

Learn More & Register: www.aurorachamber.on.ca/events 

AURORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Connecting Business

www.aurorachamber.on.ca     905-727-7262    
info@aurorachamber.on.ca     Get Connected @AuroraChamberON

2018 Peer Mentorship Pilot Project

Are you facing challenges in your business? 
Participate in a peer mentorship pilot project facilitated by a certifi ed business coach! 

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce is hosting peer mentorship programs early in 2018
at a fraction of the cost of individual coaching sessions. 

Interested? Contact Sandra Watson 
at 905-727-7262 x23 or s.watson@aurorachamber.on.ca.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_003

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

How much are  
you paying for  
�nancial advice? 

As an investor, it’s important that the services you 
receive are worth the fees you pay.  Ask yourself: 

•  Do I know what I pay for investment advice?  
•  Am I getting good value?  
•  Do I understand how my advisor is compensated? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above,  
contact Brendan Black today for a complimentary 
second opinion on your portfolio. 

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

$4 million revamp will open Armoury to Town Park – and 
pave way for Culinary Institute

By Brock Weir

A $4 million dollar revamp of  the 
Aurora Armoury will not only pave 
the way for the Canadian Institute of  
Food & Wine to expand to Aurora, but 
also open up the historic building to 
the equally historic surroundings of  
Town Park.

Concept plans for the extensive 
overhaul of  the 1874 building situated 
on the northeast corner of  Town Park 
at Mosley and Larmont Streets were 
presented to Council last week. 

They include a 1,600 square foot 
expansion to the south end of  the 
building while opening up portions 
of  the east and west facades to the 
surrounding community. 

The concept plans were greeted 
warmly by the majority of  Council, 
but was used as a springboard by local 
lawmakers to get in their points on 
the future use of  the building before 
the Town’s lease deal with Niagara 
College was announced on Friday 
afternoon. 

“The program elements we were 
given largely focused around a central 
events space and that takes about a 
third of  the plan into the centre,” said 
architect Jim Burkett. “Flanking it is 
a multipurpose meeting/classroom. 
There is a snack bar component to 
serve the park and an event kitchen 
will ultimately serve as a fl exible 
demonstration and interpretation 
space and that is served by a series 

of  support spaces such as freezers, 
fridges, and interior garbage. The key 
point of  that being that it not effect 
the neighbourhood on Larmont or 
Mosley Streets.

“The key part of  the plan is really 
just opening up the plan and that 
central event space to the park.”

A key driver in the concept plan, 
said co-architect Philip Hastings, 
was retaining the original form of  
the building. That includes removing 
the current aluminum siding on 
the building and replacing it with 
vertically placed wood boards which 
is more in keeping with the historical 
character of  the building and 
removing the drop ceiling to expose 
what they believe are original beams 
up above. 

“It will bring it back as much as 
possible to its original function while, 
at the same time, giving it a new use in 
the park,” he said.

Added Mr. Burkett: “It all boiled 
down to four design considerations, the 
fi rst one being really understanding 
the shape and the cultural importance 
of  what the Armoury has been for 
such a long time. The second, and 
perhaps the most important, was 
opening up this building to the park 
so that basically the building is not a 
backdrop anymore, but it is integrated 
into all of  the activities.”

Rounding out the four are technical 
upgrades to bring the building up to 
snuff  as well as looking at the building 
as “fl exible” space for Town use.

Although Council spoke favourably 
about the plan overall – with the 
exception of  Councillor Gartner 
who said she had concerns about 
what opening up the building on the 
east and west sides would do to the 
privacy of  surrounding neighbours – 
heated words were exchanged over the 
process leading up to the concept plan.

This discussion was led by 
Councillor John Abel, a long-time 
opponent to the plan. 

His fi rst concern centred on the 
timing of  the proposal considering 
it had been discussed behind closed 
doors for nearly 18 months.

Timing was of  the essence, 
responded Aurora CAO Doug 
Nadorozny, so the partnership with 
what turned out to be Niagara College 
could move along “sooner rather than 
later.” Adding urgency to the timeline 
is taking advantage of  grant money to 
bring the project to fruition.

Overall, however, Councillor 
Abel said the whole process lacked 
community input.

“In recent years, we have seen ways 
that evidence-based planning can be 
used and abused,” he said. “We are 
using our Strategic Plan and we’re 
moving forward in a non-transparent 
way and we’re not serving our 
community and that community 
trusts us to make the best decisions. 
We have not seen anything of  what 
the post-secondary [institution] is 
bringing. We haven’t seen any of  the 
fi nancials, we haven’t see any terms…
and it just diminishes the community 
trust when we operate this way.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, 
however, said Councillor Abel 
was not “completely accurate” in 
that Councillors have indeed seen 
the terms, fi nancials and other 
information associated with the 
College deal.

“We have seen them, we have had 
conversations around them in Closed 
Session, some of  which I am sure 
will become public once everything 
is signed and completed, but we are 
fairly aware of  what is going on in 
there, what the business plan is, what 
some of  the future implications are. 
We aren’t going in with this with our 
eyes closed. We have a good sense of  
what may happen and we understand 
the risks and benefi ts as well.”

And, for many other elected 
offi cials, it will all be worth it in the 
end.

“We have had communications with 
the public around the Promenade and 
Library Square and Town Park and 
something like this encompassed 
what many stakeholders wanted and 
indeed we are proxies for residents of  
Aurora,” said Councillor Harold Kim. 
“In situations like this you have only 
a short opportunity to make those 
decisions. There are – and were – many 
municipalities interested in hosting 
this post-secondary institution and we 
thought it was too good an opportunity 
to pass up.”

Councillor Thompson expressed a 
similar view.

“From a strategic objective, this 
has long been an initiative of  this 
Council and this term and last term,” 
he said. “We pursued post-secondary 
institution on multiple occasions and 
made many overtures because we saw 
it as part of  our strategic plan and we 
saw it as a vital component to help the 
Downtown Revitalization Plan and 
so forth. We had lots of  conversation 
around the Council chambers about 
the potential to secure one and at the 
same time since we purchased the 
armoury we have had conversations 
about wanting to improve the facility, 
to maximize the use of  it.

“For me, when I look at this 
project, although there is still more 
information to come, I think this is a 
tremendous benefi t to the community 
and I think it can only continue to 
grow and benefi t the community as a 
whole.”

In situations like this you have 
only a short opportunity to make 

those decisions. 
There are – and were – many 

municipalities interested in 
hosting this post-secondary 
institution and we thought 

it was too good an 
opportunity to pass up
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A NEW ERA BEGINS…

WELCOME TO BMW NEWMARKET
 
We’re proud to announce that Dilawri Group of Companies is now your trusted  
partner for BMW sales, service, parts, accessories and more. The entire BMW  
Newmarket staff is excited to offer the same level of customer service  
consistently provided in over 60 dealerships across the country.

What’s more, BMW Newmarket now offers access to specially-design programs that 
cover a wide spectrum of new and used vehicle ownership, allowing you to access 
financial services, vehicle appraisals, a fleet of service loaners and many more  
solutions that further enhance BMW ownership. After all, we believe the Ultimate 
Driving Experience deserves an ownership experience to match. 

For added benefit and convenience, we have enhanced our service to include: 
 
• Open Saturdays  
• Expanded fleet of service loaner vehicles
• Two full-time customer service shuttles 
• Complimentary exterior wash

Dilawri Group of Companies is Canada’s largest automotive group with 63 franchised dealerships representing 30 automotive brands across Canada  |  Dilawri.ca

BMW Newmarket 
bmwnewmarket.ca • (416) 367 4269

• Complimentary exterior wash• Complimentary exterior wash

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

nature of  the talks might have been, 
leading to speculation throughout the 
community.

According to the details that have 
been hammered out, the Town will 
continue to own and maintain the 
historic building, make investments 
needed to convert the building into 
“a world class training facility” and 
the CFWI will operate there, offering 
what the Town describes as “the same 
signature training programs also 
offered at Niagara College’s specialized 
campuses in Niagara.”

“Through the Canadian Food & 
Wine Institute, Niagara College will 
introduce its Expert Edge Corporate 
Training facility into the heart of  
Downtown Aurora,” said the Town 
in the announcement. “Expert Edge 
delivers one-time training or part-time 
instruction to industry professionals, 
enthusiasts and for team-building 
exercises in an intimate and unmatched 
learning environment.” 

“Bringing our Expert Edge training 
to Aurora refl ects the mandate of  the 
CFWI to develop the food, wine and 
beer industries not only in Niagara, but 
across the country,” added Mr. Youdale.

The facility will include an incubator 
space, a culinary demonstration 
theatre, as well as a wine and beverage 
sensory lab. 

Councillor Paul Pirri has been 
a long-time advocate of  bringing a 
microbrewery incubator to the Town 
as a way of  promoting small business 
development and providing space 
for industry partners to network and 
collaborate.

“As soon as I brought my idea to 
staff, they took it and ran with it,” said 
Councillor Pirri in a statement. “They 
did a phenomenal job in bringing this 
partnership to fruition. I am excited 
that Council has embraced the vision 
of  bringing something truly unique 
and exciting to the Town.”

Less enthusiastic about the plan has 
been Councillor John Abel who has, at 
the public Council table, often spoken 
against the lease deal which was, up to 

that point, still an unknown.
As late as Tuesday, when Council 

received a presentation on how the 
Aurora Armoury might be renovated 
and updated at a total cost of  $4 million 
funded from Hydro Reserves, he said 
the Armoury would be better used as 
“community space.”

“We keep hearing that post-
secondary is going to help us, but how is 
it going to help us?” he said, suggesting 
a better plan would have been to lease 
space above a local restaurant at 
Wellington Street and Berczy Street, for 
the purposes of  post secondary while 
keeping the Armoury for programming. 
“We could have that space for us and 
still have post secondary right there, 
but we didn’t have any options. We 
should never have offered the Armoury 
because it belongs to the community. 
We never should have gone into closed 
session.”

The benefi ts of  bringing an arm 
of  the Canadian Food and & Wine 
institute to Aurora, however, were clear 
to proponents of  the plan.

Councillor Tom Mrakas, for 
instance, said the deal was an “exciting 
opportunity” to achieve a goal of  
Aurora’s Strategic Plan, which is to 
secure a post-secondary presence for 
the community.

“It is a great economic development 
opportunity for the Town,” he said. “The 
Armoury is the ideal place because it is 
part of  the larger picture within our 
Cultural Precinct. It was a good fi t for 
Niagara College because they felt the 
historic value within the building and 
the opportunity provide, in essence, 
food, wine and craft beer during [events 
in the park] and the more we looked at 
it from a staff  perspective and also from 
a Council perspective we agreed it was 
a really good fi t to be there.”

Mayor Dawe was on the same 
wavelength, telling The Auroran after 
the announcement was made at the end 
of  last week that it will “highlight more 
reasons to come down to Town Park to 
further revitalize the Town Park and 
Downtown Area.”

“I think it will be a great attraction,” 

he said. “We have signed the lease, it 
goes to Council for approval in terms 
of  looking how the building is going to 
come about and then we get to work and 
start fi xing up the old Armoury and 

getting it ready for the college. Ideally, 
they would like to be up and running by 
next fall so they get that school year in. 
That is certainly something we will be 
shooting for.”

College wants to be “up and running” by next fall: Mayor

Architects’ plans for the future of the historic Aurora Armoury, as seen from within Town Park. Image cour-
tesy of the Town of Aurora
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

Photographer delves deep in Portrait of a Lady
By Brock Weir 

From books and magazines, to 
television and social media, people 
are bombarded with images each and 
every day and, although you might not 
realise it, these visuals go a long way 
in forming how you see yourself  in the 
world. 

Photographer Angela Durante 
Dukat is no exception.

Throughout her life, the images Ms. 
Durante Dukat says she grew up with 
formulated ideas within on what she 
was supposed to do with her body, how 
her body was supposed to move, look, 

and even what space it was to occupy.
These images, however, were 

challenged at home by a mother 
who refused to abide by the regular 
formulas, and it lit a spark in her 
daughter that endures to this day.

These are the very notions she 
explores in her photographic 
exhibition, Portrait of  a Lady, on now 
in the Colleen Abbott Gallery at the 
Aurora Public Library.

Depicting women from around 
the Aurora community in a variety 
of  settings, it sets out to provide an 
“uplifting message” about – and for – 
contemporary women.

“The idea for the project came out of  
my academic work; it was the research 
I did for my PhD around how women’s 
bodies were being used by artists to 
articulate ideas about nationhood. It 
got me thinking about how women’s 
bodies were being used in a political 
way by artists and how maybe we 
could use that same political rhetoric 
to show more uplifting messages about 
women and not fear-based messages 
about women.”

Ms. Durante Dukat focused very 
close to home when choosing subjects 
for the exhibition, approaching women 
she encountered in her everyday 
life to consider being a part it. They 
are “everyday” women but everyday 
women who are “really powerful icons 
for other women around them.”

“Everyone I asked said yes,” says 
the photographer, formerly an Aurora 
resident, now living in Uxbridge with 
her husband and two children. “The 
question I asked them as a starting 
point was, ‘what do you think makes 
you extraordinary?’ Although this was 
a tricky question for many women, we 
were able to carve out why they found 
themselves to be non-normative and 
we focused on those things. Perhaps 
Cynthia Balaski’s portrait with her 
two girls is a good example.

“She said the bicycle is a way she 
has been able to connect with her 
daughters to communicate ideas about 
women going fast through the world. 
We just had to do something with the 
bicycles. Each portrait really does 
refl ect the lives and passions of  the 
women who are in the portraits. It 
doesn’t extend outside of  their own 
personal experience.”

It struck her, she says, how willing 
the women were to participate in the 
project when they knew it was a project 
focused squarely on women and girls. 

“What that says to me inherently is 
women widely really do understand 
that we don’t have enough iconic 
imagery and enough variety in the 
type of  imagery we see of  womanhood. 
Everyone I asked was super-
enthusiastic. This isn’t a problem 

that just I see, this is a commonly 
understood gender issue: how we see 
the world is heavily dictated by the art 
we put in front of  ourselves.”

Art, of  course, is always in the eye 
of  the beholder and Ms. Durante Dukat 
contends that any form of  imagery can 
be considered art, whether or not it is 
“being used to one political advantage 
or another, those are underlying issues 
we need to start picking apart, but that 
comes later.”

“Right now, my goal is to expand a 
little bit on the imagery we tend to see 
of  women.  My idea is to put more of  
that imagery out there.”

The Colleen Abbott Gallery is 
situated on the top fl oor of  the Library, 
just at the top of  the stairs on the way 
to the Children’s and Young Adult 
Sections. This is a prime opportunity 
to make an impression on the 
upcoming generation and challenge 
the contemporary stereotypes they 
encounter today.

“If  they don’t have a lot of  time to 
spend with each image, I hope just 
passing by the group as a whole at 
least gives them a feeling of  power that 
is related to womanhood,” she says. 
“What I am really hoping is they can 
just normalize what they see because 
they can relate it to their daily lives. I 
hope there is something really normal 
to these photographs as well. 

“There is some form of  tension that 
makes the portrait I think interesting 
and one of  those intersections is always 
gender. I think it touches upon the fact 
we are nowhere near done the work we 
need to be doing as image makers and 
women to continue to ameliorate the 
cultural environment for women so we 
can start to take down the boundaries 
that we don’t see.

“What we’re allowed to study, where 
we’re allowed to go, and what we’re 
allowed to do, those kind of  political 
boundaries, have come down but 
we’re still working really hard on the 
social and cultural boundaries that 
are holding us back in some really big 
ways. For me, imagery is one of  those 
universal languages we can contribute 
to that cultural and social problem.”

AURORA 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

& ARTISAN FAIR 

TOWN PARK – Wells St. Aurora

Visit us at: 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com

The Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 

& Artisan Fair 
will feature free Activities 

for children every day!

AURORA 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

& ARTISAN FAIR 

INDOOR
Christmas 

MARKET 
SATURDAY

DECEMBER 9TH
Entertainment by 

with Lawrence Moule 
& Anre Soares

“Take 2”

Cindy Shaver is pictured with daughter 
Scarlett at the Aurora Public Library by 
photographer Angela Durante Dukat. The 
photographer’s exhibition, Portrait of a 
Lady, runs at the Library’s Colleen Abbott 
Gallery through January 9. 

Photo by Angela Durante Dukat
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DONATE TODAY | southlakefoundation.ca/holiday

It started with a cough. But when Lillian’s 
symptoms worsened, her parent’s worst 
fears were confirmed. 

It was leukemia.

Two years later, now four-year-old 
Lillian is just a month away from 
completing treatment. 

Help us provide world-class care 
to patients just like her so we 
can bring families together this 
holiday season.
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76% OFF! Our 10pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops of modern 
kitchens, including induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 

3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 24cm/9.5” non-stick fry pan, and 4 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00. $19999

$3499

67% OFF! 32cm/12.5” Canadiana 
Everyday pan. Similar to a fry pan, but deeper 
and features a vented glass lid and two loop 
handles. List: $239.00.

$7999

$2999

50% OFF! 
30cm/12” non-stick stir-fry wok.
List: $59.99.

42% OFF! 
1L Rose Valley teapot. 
List: $59.99. 

61% OFF! 
20pc Springbrook 
fl atware set. 
List: $89.99.

$3499

ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 10TH ONLY AT:

AURORA
Aurora Home Hardware
289 Wellington Street East

Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

$239.00$239.00.

61% OFF!
20pc Springbrook 

50% OFF! 
30cm/12” non-stick stir-fry wok.

$3499

$59.99$59.99. 

UP TO 50% OFF! 
A wide selection of Paderno Premier 
& Professional bakeware. Made 
from durable steel with a 
non-stick coating. Lifetime 
warranty. PFOA & PTFE 
free. Starting at:

non-stick coating. Lifetime 

$599

UP TO 73% OFF! Special 150TH Celebration!
24cm/9.5” Avonlea stainless steel fry pan. 
List: $129.00. Now $34.99! 
24cm/9.5” Avonlea granite fry pan. 
List: $139.00. 
Now $39.99!

24cm/9.5” Avonlea granite fry pan. 

15620 Bayview Avenue   Aurora, ON L4G 0Y7   (905) 713-2020

PARTY SUPPLIER

Great Canadian

15620 Bayview Avenue     Aurora, ON L4G 0Y7   (905)-713-2020

DOLLAR STORE
®

STORE HOURS 
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 9pm, 

Sat. 9am - 8pm
Sun. 10 am - 6pm

Christmas 
& 

Holiday 
Gifts

Gift Wrap 
& Boxes 

Holiday Party 
Supplies

Greeting Cards
Houseware

Linens 
Toys

Balloons
And Much 

More...

10%OFF10%10%10%OFFOFF

Pick Up 
Christmas 
Items

Soul and salsa sparks hurricane relief for Puerto Rico
By Brock Weir

Puerto Rico was, until a series of  
devastating hurricanes, seen as an 
island paradise for so many looking 
for a warm getaway. But it was much 
more than that for Aurora native Ted 
Haberer.

Mr. Haberer called the island home 
for over 12 years and now, back in 
Aurora, he is pulling out all the stops 
to send some sunshine back down to 
Puerto Rico as they still grapple to get 
back on their feet.

Next Saturday, December 16, the 
Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian 
Legion will be transformed for the 
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief  Benefi t 
Dance presented by Mr. Haberer and 
the band Soul Benefi t. 

Featuring salsa lessons from 7.30 
– 8.15 p.m., before the band takes the 
stage at 8.30, a limited number of  
tickets are on sale now from the Legion 

bar or through Mr. Haberer directly at 
thaberer@primedata.ca.

Proceeds from the benefi t will go 
towards the new mattresses and toys for 
families impacted by the hurricanes.

While still at school here in Aurora, 
Mr. Haberer spent his time painting 
communications towers as a summer 
job. After going to study at York 
University, the company began building 
towers in Puerto Rico and they invited 
him down for a summer. There, he fell 
in love with the island, fell in love, and 
ended up “sticking around” for over a 
decade.

“I made a lot of  friends there and 
obviously still have very strong ties 
to the island,” says Mr. Haberer. “I go 
down once or twice a year to reconnect 
with the people. When I lived there, I 
would be broken down on the side of  
the road with my piece of  crap Jeep and 
I was never there long before someone 
just pulled over and got me back on 

the road. People really take care of  one 
another there so, when it happened, 
Steve suggested I do something.”

That Steve is Steve Falk, owner of  
Aurora-based Prime Data where Mr. 
Haberer now works who, in his spare 
time, is one of  the lead members of  Soul 
Benefi t, a band, formerly known as the 
Thursday Night Jam Band, which has 
become a mainstay of  local benefi ts, 
providing their talents free of  charge 
for good causes. 

Putting their heads together, so too 
did the benefi t. 

While the benefi t might be a couple of  
months removed from the hurricanes 
themselves, the devastation is still 
being acutely felt on the island with 
more than 70 per cent of  Puerto Rico 
still without light and a good portion 
still without running water.

“I talk to people regularly down 
there and I am continuing to get reports 
of  the aftermath,” says Mr. Haberer. 

“There are people living in their homes 
with no roof, in a tent with no doors 
and no windows. FEMA is supposed 
to be giving people money for their 
houses but that is contingent on people 
having paperwork for that house, which 
they don’t have. It is gone with the 
hurricane, or they built this house on 
their family property which has been 
in their family for generations and they 
don’t have paperwork. If  they don’t 
have paperwork, they’re not getting a 
dime out of  FEMA. The outlook was 
grim initially, but the more I hear about 
it and the more reports I get, it is not 
looking any better as time goes on.

“People can get a table and chair and 
dry it off  and use it, but once a mattress 
is fl ooded it’s garbage and what you’re 
seeing on the side of  the road is stacks 
and stacks of  mattresses and they 
are in front of  houses with no roofs 
and no doors, and a family sleeping 
in a camping tent inside their living 
room or on a concrete pad that used to 
have their wooden home on it. Ideally 
we’re going to try and give some of  it 
to mattresses and a certain percentage 
to toys for kids that will be purchased 
down there.”

By coming out to the Legion next 
Saturday, Mr. Haberer says he hopes 
ticket holders not only get a chance 
to enjoy the music and learn a few 
new Salsa moves in the process, but 
also gain a full appreciation on how 
interconnected we all are in the global 
community. 

“If  something is happening far away 
we can still have an impact and make 
a difference,” he says. “We’re not as 
disconnected as we may think.”

Aurora native Ted Haberer, right, spent 12 years as a resident of Puerto Rico. Back home, he’s now teaming 
up with Aurora business owner – and musician – Steve Falk, left, for a musical evening next Saturday ben-
e� ting the island’s hurricane relief e� orts.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

There are people living 
in their homes with no roof, 
in a tent with no doors and 

no windows. 
FEMA is supposed to be giving 
people money for their houses 
but that is contingent on people 

having paperwork for that 
house, which they don’t have
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COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM
INQUIRY@COREATHLETICCLUBS.COM

NOW OPEN
#32 - 1700 King Road,
King City, ON L7B 0N1
905-539-2673

We are located on the
northwest corner of
Dufferin St. and King Rd.

With the
holiday season

quickly approaching, 
why not give yourself 
and your loved one 
the gift of fi tness
as well as 1 FREE 

training session and
5 FREE protein 

smoothies

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Thursday: 5:00 am - 11:00 pm

Friday: 5:00 am - 10:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
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2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

When you need legal 
representation, let the 

experienced lawyers at 
Sorley & Still work for you.

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

Happy 

Holidays 
from Sorley & Still

So� e, Jasmine and Khloe get crafty at the Aurora Historical Society’s Family Christmas event on Sunday. 
The festivities continue this Sunday with a distinct musical � air. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

No Ghosts of Christmas Past required – step back 
in yuletide time at Hillary House

By Brock Weir

Travel back in time to the yuletide of  
yore this holiday season with the Aurora 
Historical Society at Hillary House.

This month, the Aurora Historical 
Society (AHS) in conjunction with the 
Aurora Horticultural Society, have been 
hard at work transforming the National 
Historic Site into a Christmas paradise, 
not to mention the ubiquitous Winter 
Wonderland.

Patrons had their fi rst chance to 
glimpse their combined handiwork this 
past Sunday with A Family Christmas.

If  you missed it, however, get ready 
for a musical interlude this Sunday, 
December 10 from 1 – 4 p.m. featuring 
the best Christmas Hillary House 
has to offer, accompanied by classical 
and holiday music performed live by 
acclaimed pianist Ellen Meyer.

The Musical Christmas will 

feature not only Miss Meyer, but light 
refreshments, the ongoing Art at the 
Manor exhibition featuring the work of  
local artists, children’s activities, a gift 
shop and more.

“Everything is beautifully decorated 
by the Aurora Horticultural Society 
and we have refreshments so people 
can come in, sit for three hours while 
Ellen Meyer plays classical music, if  
they like, or wander through the house 
listening to the music, taking in all the 
greenery decorations, as well as our two 
beautifully decorated Christmas trees – 
one decorated to the 1900 period and one 
for the 1950s – as well as the gift shop for 
holiday shopping!” says Mary Beth Hess 
of  the Historical Society.

“The Horticultural Society [have 
partnered with us for years] and they 
have always done a beautiful job. A 
small team of  three does the exterior 
decorations and we had about 12 or 

15 members this year for the interior 
decorating. One of  them even comes 
back to water the plants inside.”

Art at the Manor, which has been 
ongoing since November 16 running 
through January 26, features the work 
of  the Aurora Artists Studio Tour 
– Carol Beaver, Shirley Binns, Judy 
Bobsin, Karen Bowen, Deborah Campo, 
Claire D’Aurore, Willo Rodrigues, and 
Christine Valentini. 

“It is a really nice Christmas event 
which gets you into the spirit of  things, 

lets you do a bit of  shopping, see Hillary 
House [and the proceeds] help us restore 
a 150 year old house,” says Ms. Hess. 
“It was built in 1862 and it is one of  the 
main treasures of  Aurora. It helps in 
preservation and restoration and at this 
event we just want everyone to enjoy 
themselves.”

Tickets for Christmas at Hillary 
House: A Musical Christmas are $7 for 
adults and $3 per child. 

For more information, visit www.
aurorahs.com or call 905-727-8991.
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Try a sport
on for size...
nd out t t

before you commit.
Our unique “Sports Sampler” program provides
introductory training to children from grades 3 
to 7. Professional instructors teach basic skills 
in a fun and non-competitive environment, 
where kids can build con dence and learn to 
play a variety of sports – before you invest in 
expensive long-term programs!

t act ateaurora.commult ort matter or more n ormat on or to re ter.

Lessons are twice per week. This program qualifies for  ‘All Kids Can Play’ for those in need of financial support.  Contact Sport Aurora at 905-726-4776 for more info.

Sport Aurora’s Multi Sport program is proudly supported by:

ec out our u com n e on
S I I G I S Winter (4 weeks swimming, 4 weeks martial arts) ee
G S I S B S B Spring (4 weeks gymnastics, 4 weeks basketball) ee

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Menegakis launches Conservative bid for Aurora’s south riding
By Brock Weir

Former Richmond Hill MP Costas 
Menegakis has launched his bid for 
the Federal Conservative Party’s 
nomination in Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill.

Mr. Menegakis launched his 
nomination campaign before a room 
full of  supporters – and former staffers 
– at Aw, Shucks! on Saturday morning. 

The move to strike out early on the 
campaign trail to secure the currently 
vacant Federal nomination follows on 
the heels of  former MP Lois Brown, 
who launched a similar early campaign 
this fall to re-claim the riding of  
Newmarket-Aurora. 

In his speech over the weekend, 
Mr. Menegakis pointed to a number 
of  controversies swirling around 
the Liberal Government, currently 
represented in the riding by Leona 
Alleslev.

“What we have seen over the last 
two years has been a big derivation 
from what we expect from our 
Federal Government,” he said. “The 
Conservative Party has always stood 
for business, always stood for ensuring 
Canadians have an economy in which 
they can fl ourish. You lead by example 
when you’re in governance and 
certainly the focus on how we manage 
your taxpayer dollar is paramount in 
showing to Canadians that indeed the 
way we manage government dollars is 

prudent.
“That is not something we can say 

about the current Liberal government. 
They came in on a promise that 
they were going to have teeny little 
defi cits of  $10 billion a year. Sadly, 
that ballooned to $30 billion in each of  
the two budgets since they have been 
in power. We have seen an attempt 
by the Finance Minister to put some 
very strong, very tough controls on 
small business people. Fortunately, 
Canadians spoke resoundingly, with 
great leadership [from Conservative 
head Andrew Scheer] and the caucus to 
ensure that those changes they want to 
put in place were somehow curtailed, if  
not eliminated.”

On the subject of  taxation, Mr. 
Menegakis focused on Federal 
Finance Minister Bill Morneau, 
who has recently been embroiled in 
a controversy surrounding shares 
from his family company leading to 
accusations of  a potential confl ict of  
interest from the opposition benches.

“You have to pass the ethics test and 
you have to pass the optics test,” he said. 
“I don’t know about the legal or ethical 
side, there are people responsible for 
monitoring and managing that effort, 
but certainly on the optics side there 
is a lot to be desired. It is important 
that when you’re transparent you’re 
transparent in every possible way 
because when you sit in an elected post, 
you are sitting in a borrowed chair. 

“The privilege of  sitting in that 
borrowed chair is given to you by 
residents and your constituents. The 
way you behave, the way you act, the 
way you vote, the way you conduct 
yourself  and your business affairs is a 
way of  leading by example. It is sad that 
these things have transpired.”

That being said, Mr. Menegakis said 
the 92 members of  the Conservative 
caucus will continue to hold the 
government to account. Integral in this 
effort, he said, will be Mr. Scheer, who 
was voted party leader in May. 

Describing the party leader as 
“young”, “dynamic” and “energetic”, 
he said the party will stand for the 
principles it has always stood for: 
“putting Canadians fi rst” with low 
taxes, job creation, being “tough on 
crime,” strong on international trade 
and “strong on defending the brave men 
and women who serve in the Canadian 
Armed Forces and those Canadian 
values that are so dear to every single 
person that lives in this country.”

Bolstering these platform planks, 
Mr. Menegakis cited the recent $10 
million settlement reached between the 
Federal Government and Omar Kadhr 
and the Federal Government’s plan 

to “rehabilitate” former ISIS fi ghters 
returning to Canada.

“My position, and I am certain the 
position of  pretty much everyone in 
this room, and I can tell you with great 
confi dence that the people of  Aurora 
and Richmond Hill would prefer to 
see those 60 people in jail where they 
belong,” said Mr. Menegakis. “To 
speak about rehabilitating them and 
their ability to [re-enter] Canadian 
society is to disrespect the people that 
put their life on the line and served 
for us. It is not the Canadian way and 
I submit to you that I highly doubt 
anyone in this room can fi nd someone 
in their community who can say, ‘I will 
happily have one of  these 60 people as 
my neighbour around my children, 
around the schools, around our malls 
and plazas and around our community 
centres. They should be in jail.

“There should be unequivocal, 
focused attention from our elected 
representatives on what they do every 
day that supports their community 
and the people that voted for them. Our 
representatives need to speak to us and 
I will tell you that Costas Menegakis 
will always put Richmond Hill and 
Aurora fi rst.”

Former Richmond Hill MP Costas Menegakis launched his bid for the Federal Conservative nomination in 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Saturday at Aw, Shucks. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

The Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair is about to host its last 
Indoor Market of  2017 at the Aurora 
Armoury on Saturday, December 9, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This Market will be 
our final one at the Armoury now that, 
reportedly, it has been leased to a post-
secondary institution.

Just in time for our season’s end, I 
have two final new vendors to tell you 
about. These two ladies make up the 
WordSmiths, long-time writing and 
critique partners. Now that they are 
published, they enjoy touring book 
fairs and markets together to share 
their passion for writer’s craft with 
others.

Nanci Pattenden began crafting 
stories in 2000. A juicy crime story in 
an old newspaper will inspire her to 
create a page-turning Victorian murder 
mystery. She might even come up with 
a good paranormal story. A displaced 
native of  Aurora, Nanci attended school 
in Aurora before moving to Newmarket 
by way of  the former city of  York and 
Janetville.

In addition to writing, her main 
hobbies are cross-stitching and 
genealogy. Nanci has received two 
genealogy certificates (Canadian 
and English), completed the Creative 
Writing Certificate program at the 
University of  Calgary and is awaiting 
her final grade for the Creative Writing 
Certificate from the University of  
Toronto. Her interest in genealogy and 
local history led her into the world 
of  writing. Her first writing course 
was through Continuing Ed at Huron 
Heights SS. There she met several other 
writers and they formed a writing 
critique group. Although the members 
changed several times before they 
disbanded, she met MJ Moores who has 
become a life-long friend.

Nanci went on to join the Writers’ 
Community of  York Region, and is 
the current Secretary and Events’ 
Coordinator. She also serves on the 
Board of  the York Region Genealogical 
Society. She doesn’t travel much but her 
favourite destination is the UK, where 
her last trip sparked a story idea, yet to 
be written.

MJ grew up with a gypsy-like single 
mother who had difficulty settling 
down in one place so they moved seven 
times before MJ branched out on her 
own. Since then, she’s moved another 
seven times and is currently living in 
her “forever home” in Caledon with her 
husband and son.

She attended Mayfield’s School for 
the Arts where she was accepted into 
the Regional Arts Drama program. She 
attended York University for Theatre 
Production where she minored in 
Creative Writing and received her BFA. 
While she loves improvisation, acting 
was never really her passion; she used 
drama to help her better connect with 
the characters she wrote about, and 
spent more time writing potential one-
act plays for the Sears Drama Festival 
than she did trying out for big roles. 
However, musical theatre has always 
been a draw for MJ thanks to her love 
of  singing. She even tried out for the 
very first Canadian Idol!

While singing is still one of  MJ’s 
passions, she also likes to dabble in 
home décor, scrapbooking, sewing, 

amateur graphic design and good 
old-fashioned roller skating. During 
her nine year stay in Newmarket, she 
met a number of  supportive writers, 
including Nanci, and has become a 
champion for the Writers’ Community 
of  York Region of  which she’s currently 
the Board Coordinator. MJ has always 
had a huge heart and finds it difficult 
to say “no” whenever a friend or new 
writer is struggling with some aspect 

of  the craft or the business. Both MJ 
and Nanci invite you to visit their table 
at the final Indoor Market to chat and 
get to know them.

This final market will be Christmas-
themed and there will be Christmas 
music from Lawrence Moule and his 
band, Take 2. This is your last chance to 
shop with your favourite vendors until 
May.

Thank you to all the Farmers’ Market 

vendors, the Board and our loyal 
customers for another great year and 
we look forward to a new and fabulous 
season in 2018.

A special thank you to Brock and 
The Auroran for the privilege of  having 
this column to talk about the Market, 
one of  my favourite things to do. Happy 
Holidays to all and we’ll be back in May 
2018! 

See you at the Market!

10-month-old Allison tucks in to a fresh apple 
under the watchful eye of Veda at the most recent 
indoor Aurora Farmers’ Market. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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15900 Bayview Avenue, Aurora
  

*  Including frame, lenses  
and anti-reflective coating. 
See optical department for full  details.

Complete pairs every day

$119*
Single vision  

from

$319*
Progressive

from

PC® ground coffee
selected varieties, 875-930 g

20159946

4 DAYS ONLY!  
Thursday, December 7 to Sunday, December 10

40% 
OFF

ALL ENERGIZER 
MAX ALKALINE 
BATTERIES

FREE


when you spend 
$225 in-store.
PC® frozen turkey 
with two stuffings 
sweet bread and apple stuffing 
and pork banger sausage stuffing,
infused with PC® Black Label 
Normandy-Style 
cultured butter
up to $35.00 value

5 lb BAG
Farmer’s Market™ mini 

mixed potatoes
product of Canada,
Canada no. 1 grade

20767842

PC®, Free From® or Blue 
Menu® meatballs

selected varieties, frozen, 800-907 g
20148240

PC® double
cream brie

450 g
20787166

Farmer’s Market™ 
pumpkin pie 960 g, 10" 

or apple pie 1 kg, 10"  
20766397

PC® raw  
Zipperback® or 
cooked peeled 

white shrimp
21-30 count per lb,

400 g, frozen
20896789

600
EA

 

LIMIT 4

998
EA

OVER LIMIT PAY 13.48 EA
500

EA

1098
EA

598
EA

 

SAVE UP TO 4.01

1000
EA

 

2,000

1,000

1,000

1,000 2,000

10,000

2,000

Guaranteed Lowest Prices
Show us a lower advertised price on  
an identical item and we’ll match it*.

 

ALL
CHECKOUT LANES 

OPEN GUARANTEED*

SATURDAY + SUNDAY 10AM - 6PM
*Unless we are unable to due to unforeseen technical difficulties

†when you spend $40 or more on select floral and holiday greens before applicable 
taxes and after all other coupons, discounts or PC® points are deducted, in a single 
transaction, at any participating store location, you will earn the points indicated. 
Product availability may vary by store. We are not obligated to award points based 
on errors or misprints. 
Offer valid Thursday, December 7th to Wednesday, December 13th, 2017.

when you spend $40† 
on select floral and 

holiday greens

4 10000 07567 8

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World 
Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) ® “WWF” is a 
WWF Registered Trademark 

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World 
Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) ® “WWF” is a 
WWF Registered Trademark 

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World 
Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) 
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered 
Trademark †Reg’d TMs of Loblaws Inc. 
Li’d Use

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World 
Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) ® “WWF” is a 
WWF Registered Trademark 
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Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) 
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Wide Fund For Nature (also known as 
World Wildlife Fund) 
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered 
Trademark †Reg’d TMs of Loblaws Inc. 
Li’d Use

© 1986 Panda symbol 
WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature 
(also known as World Wildlife 
Fund) ® “WWF” is a WWF 
Registered Trademark 

Prices and coupons effective from Thursday, December 7th to Wednesday, December 13th, 2017 unless otherwise stated. Store open 7am-11pm, 7 days a week. 
Quantities and/or selection of items may be limited and may not be available in all stores. No rainchecks. No substitutions on clearance items or where quantities are advertised as limited. Advertised regular pricing and product selection (flavour, colour, patterns, style) may vary by store location. We reserve the right to limit quantities to 
reasonable family requirements. We are not obligated to sell items based on errors or misprints in typography or photography. Pricing: All references to any savings claims (ie. “Save”, “Was”, “1/2 Price”, etc.) is in comparison to our lowest regular retail prices at Real Canadian Superstore locations in Ontario. Savings on 
items shown may vary in each store location. Applicable taxes, deposits, or environmental surcharges are extra. No sales to retail outlets. Coupons must be presented and redeemed at time of purchase. ®/™The trade-marks, service marks and logos displayed in this flyer are trade-marks of Loblaws Inc. and others. All 
rights reserved. © 2017 Loblaws Inc. Please recycle. *GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES applies only to our major supermarket competitor’s print advertisements in Ontario (i.e. flyer, newspaper). We will match the competitor’s advertised price only during the effective date of the competitor’s print or official digital 
advertisement, proof of purchase such as a receipt from a supermarket competitor will not be matched. Our major supermarket competitors are determined solely by us and are based on a number of factors which can change  from time to time. Identical items are defined as same brand, item type (in the case of 
unbranded produce, meat and bakery), size and attributes and carried at this store location. We will not match competitor’s private label offers on non-identical brands, “spend x get x”, “Free”, “Clearance”, discounts obtained through loyalty programs, or offers related to our third party operations (post office, gas bars, 
dry cleaners, etc.). We reserve the right to cancel or change the terms of this promise at any time.  
superstore.ca | Customer Relations: 1-866-596-RCSS (7277) | Please see in-store or online for your particular store’s hours.
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Spend $225 or more before applicable taxes in a single transaction at any Real Canadian Superstore location 
and receive free PC® frozen turkey with two stuffings. Excludes purchase of tobacco, alcohol products, 
prescriptions, gift cards, phone cards, lottery tickets, all third party operations (post office, gas bars, dry cleaners, 
etc.) and any other products which are provincially regulated. The retail value of up to $35 will be deducted from 
the total amount of your purchase before sales taxes are applied. Limit one coupon per family and/or customer 
account. No cash value. No copies. Coupon must be presented to the cashier at time of purchase. Valid from 
Thursday, December 7th until closing Wednesday, December 13th, 
2017. Cannot be combined with any  other coupons or promotional 
offers.No substitutions, refunds or 
exchanges on free item. 
21061539
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BEST BRANDS  
IN POWER TOOLS Shop All Tools 

Find the perfect 
gift every time
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2-Piece MILWAUKEE® M18™ Compact  
Drill and Impact Driver Kit • Includes  

2 Lithium-Ion batteries (1000535182)

$188
SAVE $81WAS $269

EXCLUSIVE/2-Piece RIDGID® X4 
18V Drill and Impact Driver 
Combo Kit (1000742190)

$199

ALASKAN® Premium Ice 
Melter • 10kg (1000154883)

$998

SAVE $2.51
WAS $12.49

Poinsettia • 13" pot  

(1000665825) While quantities last.

$1998

EXCLUSIVE HOME DECORATORS 
COLLECTION® 19.75" x 39" Anti-Fatigue Mat 
(1000829750) While quantities last.

$2497

EXCLUSIVE HDX™ 49L Clear Flip-Top Tote 
(1000440958) Contents shown not included. 

$697

SAVE $1WAS $7.97

4-Pack LYSOL® Wipes • 4 x 80 wet wipes 

(1001002324) While quantities last.

$1198

3-Pack PHILIPS 40W Equivalent LED 
Dimmable Chandelier Base Light Bulbs  
• Soft White, 2,700K (1001015359)

$997

DEWALT® 60" 11-Drawer  
Mobile Work Station  
with Stainless Steel Top  
• 60"W x 24.7"D x 44.1"H  

• Includes power drawer 

(1001065514) While quantities last.

$998

CHAMBERLAIN® 1-1/4 HPS Smartphone- 
Controlled Wi-Fi Garage Door Opener with 
Battery Backup and Ultra-Quiet Operation 
(1000837132)

$379
EXCLUSIVE VISSANI® 30" Brushed  
Stainless Steel Chimney Style Range Hood  
• 320 CFM 3-speed blower (1001015219)  

While quantities last.

$199
130-Piece DEWALT® 
Screwdriving/Drilling Set 
(1000819658) While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE RIDGID® 37L/10-Gallon  
Stainless Steel Wet/Dry Vac • Powerful  

6.0 peak HP motor (1001063385)

$98
SAVE $30WAS $128 Oil-Filled Radiant 

Heater (1001063714)

EXCLUSIVE HAMPTON BAY® 50" Wall 
Mount Electric Fireplace • Surface mounted 

or recessed into the wall (1001059123)  
While quantities last.

$279

MAKITA® 18V Drill and 
Impact Driver Kit  

(1000768156)

$229

SAVE $5WAS $14.97

$5998

each

$3988

AVE $5

‡Receive a free MAKITA® 18V Compact Lithium-Ion Battery (1000662412) when you purchase a 2-Piece MAKITA® Brushless Sub Compact Kit (1001051896) or  
MAKITA® 18V Drill and Impact Driver Kit (1000768156) with in-store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 6 for details.1 

X �Valid Thursday, December 7 to Wednesday, December 13, 2017, unless otherwise noted.

THAT’S ONLY

$332
per bulb

THAT’S ONLY

$299
each

Charging power drawer, 
4 power outlets and  
2 USB ports

X V lid Th d D b 7 t W d d D b 13 2017 l th i t d

To learn more, visit orangedoorproject.ca
BN/CHARITABLE REGISTRATION #: 828431015RR0001

The Orange Door Project
Housing and hope for homeless youth
Donate $2 in-store from Thursday, November 30 to Sunday, December 17 to help make a difference.

Operates 
quietly

(1000662412)

MAKITA® 18V 
COMPACT 
LITHIUM-ION 
BATTERY 
($79 value)

Valid until Wednesday,  

January 24, 2018

FREE
‡

WITH PURCHASE

Tigers take fi ve of six points in busy weekend

Panthers join tournament to 
benefi t mental health

By Jake Courtepatte

Some things are just more important 
than hockey.

The Bantam Aurora Panthers will 
be looking to break the stigma around 
mental health when they take the 
ice in January for the Start Talking 
Cup, a mental health initiative that 
has raised over $40,000 since its 
inauguration in 2015.

Joined by the Barrie Jr. Colts and 
Orillia North Central Predators, the 
Panthers will showcase their talents 
against the Barrie Sharks at Barrie’s 
Molson Centre on January 15, after 
the organization helped raised $15,400 
in last year’s girl’s tournament.

“It’s not just boys who experience 
mental-health difficulties or 
addiction issues, girls do too,” 
said Lynne Raimondi, resource 
development with the CMHA in 
Barrie.

With one in five Canadians 
struggling with mental health issues, 
according to Stats Canada, Raimondi 
said physical activity can help 

athletes with the battle.
“If  you’re physically healthy it 

certainly helps your mental health. 
And especially in the hockey world 
over the years we’ve heard so many 
stories of  athletes who are struggling 
with mental-health issues, addiction 
issues. It really normalizes it.”

Former Toronto Maple Leafs Jack 
Valiquette has supported the event 
from the beginning.

“I’m involved because it bothers 
me that these young athletes and any 
young people are taking their own 
lives,” said Valiquette. “We want 
these young people to understand 
that being a good person and striving 
to be better is good enough”.

An event attended by over 1,500 
fans yearly, the Panthers will open 
the night against the Sharks at 
6:45 p.m. Included are an array of  
silent auction items, a 50-50 draw, 
interactive booths, surprise VIP 
guests and more.

Tickets are five dollars each, and 
can be purchased at the door or at 
www.starttalking.ca. 

Aurora’s Rizvan Mansurov looks to get a pass through North York’s Ryan Radisa in the Tigers 2 - 1 loss to 
the Rangers at Herb Carnegie Arena on Sunday. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte

By Jake Courtepatte

Three tough games, five total 
points.

It was a successful weekend for the 
Junior A Aurora Tigers in what was 
perhaps their most grueling stretch 
of  the season so far, picking up two 
wins and an overtime loss against 
three of  the OJHL’s top teams.

Opening the week’s 
schedule against the 
Kingston Voyageurs at the 
Aurora Community Centre 
on Friday, the Tigers managed 
four straight goals in the first 
period to take 
a commanding 
lead they 
would never 
relinquish.

N e t m i n d e r 
Bradley Van 
Schubert was 
the first star 
of  the game for 
the Tigers, only 
bested once late 
in the second on 
53 shots.

Joseph Mizzi 
found the back of  the 
net twice, while Anthony 
Romano, Brock Welsh, and 
Jake Bricknell each added 
singles in a 5 – 1 win.

A depleted Tigers squad 
made the trip to Toronto on 
Saturday night to take on 
the Jr. Canadiens, missing 
forwards Romano and 
Welsh and defenseman 
Chris Giroday, all at 
selection camp for 
Canada East in the 
upcoming World Jr. A 
Challenge.

Others stepped up in their 
absence in the high-scoring affair 
between two of  the league’s top 

teams, with the Tigers going a 
perfect three-for-three on 
the powerplay 
in the first 
period. Elijah 
G o n s a l ve s 
found the 
back of  
the net 

twice, along with an Evan Bidenti single, to give the 
Tigers a 3 – 2 lead after one.

Mizzi added another powerplay marker in the 
second, though Toronto kept pace with a 4 – 4 score 

through two periods.
Aurora blew the game open early in the third, 

notching three goals in just over two minutes from Mizzi, 
Zach Wilkie, and Tyler Davis, holding on for an eventual 7 

– 5 win.
Closing out a grueling weekend on Sunday with a 

road matchup against the powerhouse North York 
Rangers, Aurora captain Bricknell managed to open 

the scoring early with a blast from just inside the 
point.

Netminder Bradley Van Schubert was strong 
in stopping the Rangers’ first eleven shots of  the 

game, though he was fooled by a backhand in the 
final minute of  the first to tie the game heading into 

intermission.
The score held right until the game’s second overtime, 

where a tipped shot in front bested Van Schubert.
Despite the loss, picking up the single point has helped Aurora 

keep pace with both the Markham Royals and the Newmarket 
Hurricanes in the OJHL’s North division. Aurora’s record of  15-

9-1-2 has them sitting six points back of  both the Royals and the 
Canes, though they have games in hand against both.

While the Tigers head to Lindsay on Friday to take on 
the last-place Muskies, they gear up for the annual Teddy 

Bear Toss game on Saturday, in support of  Southlake’s 
Sick Kids.

Fans are asked to bring a new teddy bear or 
stuffed plush toy to toss on the ice after the first 

Tigers’ goal, a fun yearly tradition that sees 
dozens of  toys collected.

All those who bring 
a teddy or toy will 

also receive a 
coupon for a free 

treat courtesy 
of  COBS 
Aurora.

The Tigers are 
also collecting for the 

Aurora Food Pantry 
until December 16.

For stats, schedules, 
and more information, 

v i s i t w w w. a u r o r a t i g e r s .

www.pointstreaksites.com.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 7, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 7, 2017Page  18              Page 19

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

heavily involved in the local community 
and had a great identity with the 
Town of  Aurora itself  and we thought 
[naming the facility was] a wonderful 
way to honour her memory and a 
perfect combination. When you start 
taking registration for memberships, 

From page 3 it is heart-warming the number of  
people who would say to me and Trevor, 
‘It’s so wonderful you named this after 
Marilyn. I knew her and she was such a 
wonderful person.”

With the mandate of  creating tennis 
players for life, the Marilyn Redvers 
Tennis Centre prides itself  on its 
programming which ranges from lesson 
programs to house leagues, to round 
robins, to inter-county leads, to casual 
court times and even a “matchmaker” 
service where the Centre partners you 
up with another player who fits your 
age and skill level.

Saturday’s  grand opening was a 
showcase for everything the facility 
has to offer, and it was also a point 
of  pride for advocates for indoor 
tennis in Aurora who led a charge 
for an alternate facility within the 
community once Timberlane was sold 
off  for redevelopment. 

One such advocate is Kevin Carter, 
Director of  Business Development for 
Tennis in Aurora, which rallied the 
athletes behind a common cause.

“I was a member of  Timberlane for 
many years and when they shut down 
there was nothing really being done 
for year-round tennis in Aurora,” says 
Mr. Carter, who collected data through 
Tennis in Aurora’s website to build a 
business case for a tennis facility. “It 
was worth about $12 million annually 
to the Town having this traffic come 
through. 

“People have been taking advantage 
of  it and membership has been coming 
in droves. Now there is actually a 
waiting list to become a member and 
they are even looking at opening up at 
6 a.m. to have early morning timing. 
It has been absolutely amazing. Every 
court is filled, it is all ages, men and 
women, people who have been in 
Aurora for 20 years and people who 
have moved here last week are joining 
up. A year round facility certainly 
helps put kids into playing on the 
Davis Cup team in 15 years time. It is 
hard to be a professional tennis player 
if  you’re only able to play four months 
of  the year!

“Now they have a very accessible 
place, a very cost-effective place. It is 
not an exorbitant place to play and I 
am just happy to see that people who 
are used to playing winter tennis have 
a home and all the new people who 
have found the courts. When I was a 
member of  Timberlane those courts 
weren’t always full but these courts 
are full all the time, which is great to 
see. It is nice to see so many new tennis 
players and families now have a place 
to play.”

Tennis facility at Stewart Burnett 
Park is seeing significant growth

 

Presents 

 

“YSO HOLIDAY 
SPECTACULAR”

Saturday, December 16 - 3:30PM & 8PM 
at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria St.

Sunday,    December 17- 7:30 PM at St. Mary’s Anglican 
Church in Richmond Hill ...10030 Yonge St.

Join us for a YSO tradition...Our annual holiday concert, is fi lled with cheerful seasonal fa-
vourites and the ever popular audience sing-a-long.  Bring the family along for this delight-

ful winter concert.

Tickets:  Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $15
 Call: York Symphony at (416) 410-0860

Advantage Rugby aims to get high-schoolers recruited
By Jake Courtepatte

Rugby players in York Region looking 
to make the jump to the collegiate level 
will have the chance to do so in front of  
recruiters this weekend.

Advantage Rugby, run by the coaches 
of  the under-18 boys Aurora Barbarians 
team, will host its second annual High 
School Player Showcase on December 
9 from 2 – 3 p.m., held at the Aurora 

Sports Dome.
“This is a great idea”, said Graham 

Brown, former CEO of  Rugby Canada 
and current President and CEO of  
U Sports. “Opportunities like this 
give student athletes the visibility, 
appreciation and reward they deserve.”

High schoolers will have the chance 
to show what they are made of  in 
front of  coaches from colleges and 
universities across Canada through a 

series of  tests.
“Connecting prospective student 

athletes with varsity coaches is 
our goal for the showcase; we want 
kids to understand the development 
opportunities that exist and for coaches 
to be able to identify talented players,” 
said Director of  Rugby Development  
Sandy Townsend. “We are delighted to 
be hosting this Showcase for high school 
rugby players across the province, 
connecting players with coaches and 
promoting the varsity development 
pathway is what this event is all about.”

Players will not only have the 
opportunity to perform in front of  the 
province’s top recruiters, but meet 
and greet as well, and learn about 
academic programming to assist them 
in choosing the right school.

“The U Sports, OUA and OCAA 
are great development pathways for 
future national level talent,” said Ryan 
Stickle, Advantage Rugby founder. “We 
want to identify student athletes who 
are capable of  playing at that level and 
get them into programs that best assist 
their progress inside and outside the 
classroom.

“Many people are familiar with the 
term ‘combine’ from other sports, and 
we are trying to do the same here with 
our Showcase. We know that a full ride 
scholarship for rugby is not possible 
in Canada, but many colleges and 
universities do have smaller financial 
awards available and we think kids in 
York Region are as good as any around 
the province.”

Townsend said the response so far 
has been “amazing,” and the showcase 
gives players and coaches “an early 
look” at some of  the top rugby talent in 
York Region.

“Every coach we’re reached out to 
supported the idea, and we anticipate 
an excellent turnout of  coaches and 
players,” said Townsend. “We have 
extended invitation to every College and 
University rugby coach in Ontario…
this is an all-inclusive event we want to 
grow each and every year!”

The event is open to any and all high 
school-aged boys and girls interested 
in playing OUA/OCAA rugby. For 
more information and to register, 
visit www.advantagerugby.ca, or email 
advantagerugby@outlook.com.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Oakland Hall proposal sparks heated planning debate
By Brock Weir 

A proposal to move historic Oakland 
Hall to make way for a 10-storey 
apartment development sparked a 
heated discussion around the Council 
table regarding the future of  local 
planning.

Reiterating a position stated the 
previous week, Council once again 
voted not to allow a zoning amendment 
application from the owners of  the 
Oakland Hall/Red House property on 
Yonge Street, just south of  St. John’s 
Sideroad, along with two other zoning 
amendment applications, at last week’s 
Council meeting. 

While some of  the previous week’s 
discussion centred on whether the 
applications should be approved, if  
only to allow the proposals to move 
forward to a future public planning 
meeting so the full merits of  the plans 
could be discussed – a position held by 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe – last week focused 
on the future of  planning in Aurora as 
a whole. 

“The [property owners] have put 
forward what their intentions are 
and I think if  we don’t look at those 
intentions we’re not doing our due 
diligence and coming up with a clear 
understanding of  how to, in essence, 
protect our town [and] protect against 

overdevelopment,” said Councillor 
Tom Mrakas.

Councillor Mrakas was responding 
to comments from Councillor John Abel 
who argued allowing the developers to 
go to the next step in the process was 
normal procedure as the applications 
were fi led at Town Hall in 2015, well 
before Aurora put a moratorium in 
place pending changes to the Planning 
Act currently making their way 
through the Ontario Legislature.

These changes, once passed, are 
likely to lead to signifi cant overhauls 
of  the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB), 
the unelected arm’s length review 
panel put in place by the Province 
to act largely as mediators between 
municipalities and developers on a host 
of  related issues.

“When you look at what’s going on 
right now, personally I think we in 
Aurora are in a very good situation,” 
Councillor Mrakas continued. “We 
have aligned ourselves very well to the 
upcoming reforms at the OMB. We’re 
looking at a month or two months. Why 
would we give up our upper hand? We 
have control right now of  not allowing 
builders and developers to come in 
and propose things that, quite frankly, 
don’t fi t in our community and fi t 
within our offi cial plan and don’t fi t 
within our zoning, don’t meet any of  

those requirements. Why would we 
look at receiving [the application] and 
allowing it to fall into a process that 
would ultimately land at the OMB, who 
considerably favour the development 
community.”

If  Council does not do its “due 
diligence,” he concluded, then “we 
are not doing our jobs to protect our 
community against overdevelopment.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, 
another leading proponent around the 
Council table for OMB reform, was on a 
similar wavelength.

Councillors, sitting at the Committee 
level, spoke resoundingly against the 
Oakland Hall application as a whole, 
so he questioned why any members 
of  Council would support sending it 
through to the next level. 

“Why would you accept the 
application if  you were going to reject 
it outright at the public planning 
meeting?” he asked. “That, to me, is a 
waste of  time and money. Whether you 
like it or not, if  they get into the queue 
and they don’t like what Council says 
or does, they have the right to go to the 
OMB and put any application forward. 
They can use their original design or 
their amended design and then we run 
the risk. Why, on the eve of  the Bill 
being passed, giving municipalities the 
ability to [determine] planning in their 

own communities would we open the 
crack of  allowing the possibility of  a 10 
or 11 storey building?”

Speaking in favour of  the application, 
Mayor Dawe stressed that he is not in 
favour of  a 10 storey proposal taking 
the place of  Oakland Hall while one 
of  the last remaining buildings of  the 
largely vanished hamlet of  Cosford’s 
Corners is moved one lot north to the 
corner of  Yonge and St. John’s, he was 
in favour of  the process.

“If  the whole intent of  this 
moratorium was specifi cally to 
frustrate anyone coming forward, and 
maybe that is not the right word, so they 
couldn’t go through the OMB process 
then that should have been explained to 
Council,” he said. “[If  the Bill] doesn’t 
pass, if  the regulations don’t fall out 
the way they want, or if  an election 
this spring happens to change things 
around and go back to where we were, 
we’re in the same pickle, we’re back in 
a situation where all we’ve done is delay 
someone for a year and a half. If  we 
are truly interested in protecting our 
residents overall, we need to have this 
kind of  issue clearly stated up front as 
to what the goal is.”

Armoury deal lacked public input,
say history advocates

By Brock Weir

A lease deal that will transform the 
historic Armoury into a branch of  the 
Canadian Institute of  Food and Wine 
lacked “transparency,” according to 
heritage advocates who proposed an 
alternative use for the historic building 
last year.

Heritage advocates David Heard 
and Christopher Watts, the latter 
representing the Aurora Heritage 
Authority, made their feelings clear 
as delegates to last week’s Council 
meeting, just days before details of  the 
lease with Niagara College were made 
public.

In their comments, they said keeping 
the details behind closed doors lacked 
“transparency.”

Late last fall, Mr. Watts appeared at 
Council to pitch his own idea for the 
Aurora Armoury, a concept he dubbed 
“The Farmoury.”

Billed as a way to mark the Canada 150 
commemorations, and fl oated shortly 
after Council approved moving forward 
with the Armoury’s repurposing, by 
bringing in an element of  “innovation” 
to the Downtown Core. 

Had it been brought to fruition, it 
would have been an “empowerment 
centre” which may have appeared as a 
simple Farmers’ Market to some, but he 
said to get at the whole idea you had to 
peel back the layers like an onion. 

Based on four principles – education, 
community, exchange and sustainability 
– it was not only an all-season market, 
but a facility with a full teaching 
kitchen to provide education and rental 
opportunities, seed libraries, day camps 
focused on the educational power of  
food and farming, and even a “Hall of  
Farm” to celebrate local agricultural 
history.

While the concept announced 
Friday between the Town and Niagara 
College’s Canadian Institute of  Food 
and Wine incorporates some of  these 
concepts, particularly the education 
component, the resulting deal was not 
done with full community consultation, 
they contended.

“Our modest little Town was built 
on farming, faith and the fi ght for 
freedoms,” said Mr. Heard. “It really 
began with that connection when John 
Mosley and then reeve Joseph Fleury 
negotiated the Town Park and eventually 
the training facility that became the 
Armoury. [The Farmoury] successfully 
cherishes our valued history. It was 
created with passion and research. It 
was not hurried, it was presented for all 
to process, but it did not come back to 
this table. I am very proud to be related 
to John Mosley and I do believe we do 
not plough through concepts, plans 
and issues without full public input. I 
believe your intentions may have been 
fully genuine but I have also delegated 
many times on the Armoury building 
and the park and pleaded to keep it 
in full community space, especially 

community events that may help those 
in the community.

“[Our community] was built on 
ideas like those of  John Mosley, Joseph 
Fleury, and Arthur Petch. It was 
built on teamwork. Community and 
unity makes plans for a very powerful 
potential in communities. It brings us 
together. Powerful ideas come from all 
walks of  life, not just within these walls. 
We should relish, for those in Aurora 
who love Aurora to dream of  a vision 
and willing to contribute and be heard.”

Added Mr. Watts, speaking to 

branding brought forward to last week’s 
Council meeting: “In the background of  
this report, it states the Town intends 
to invest $4 million in this exercise. I 
see this as a prestige redevelopment. I 
have to wonder why a branding exercise 
for a project like this would even be 
attempted in house. I understand there 
have been a lot of  in-camera meetings 
to deal with the Armoury project. I 
look forward to fi nding out more about 
[this] but staff  has not followed up with 
myself  since December 5 or any of  the 
Farmoury task force assembled.”
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Eight thousand “miracles” created by special group of 
York Region students

By Brock Weir

Students in York Region’s 
Community Classrooms are often on 
the receiving end of  support but they 
proved Friday, one dance move at a 
time, they can make a huge difference 
well beyond the community.

Over 100 students from York Region’s 
Community Classrooms – classrooms 
tailored to students on the autism 
spectrum, students living with mild 
intellectual disabilities, as well as 
developmentally delayed students, 
descended on Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School to get their groove 
on for a Dance-A-Thon benefi ting 
Toronto’s SickKids Hospital. 

Armed with a link to their website, 
as well as pledge forms, the students 
set out to hit a $2,000 goal – but they 

kicked things up to eleven, with the 
20 participating schools raising an 
impressive $8,400 and counting! 

Organized by four Williams teachers, 
with a marketing assist from the 
school’s Media Arts students, the fi rst 
seeds of  the idea were sown on a fi eld 
trip last spring to the SNAP (Special 
Needs Athletic Program) Tournament.

“Usually at the half  time, they play 
music and the kids start dancing, which 
they just loved to do,” said teacher 
Paul Grassi. “They love to show off  
their moves and are just so happy once 
the music is on. We thought the twist 
could be that it would be a community 
exercise where the students could raise 
funds for SickKids. The kids are so used 
to receiving things from other people, 
it would be nice to put themselves out 
there to raise money and see what that 

would look like.”
Urged on by fellow York Region 

District School Board teacher Dave 
Pilkey, one of  the lead organizers on the 
now-annual Student Hoedown which 
tailors the yearly Magna Hoedown 
experience to special needs students  
from across the area,  the Williams 
teachers pitched the idea to students.

Having all, in some way or another, 
been impacted by the work the Hospital 
for Sick Children carries out day in and 
day out, it was an easy sell. 

“A lot of  people really relate to it 
and I can tell you our website has been 
going crazy!” said Mr. Paul Grassi 
as the numbers continued to roll in 
leading up to the Friday event when 
they were sitting at just under $2,000. 
“My thought at the beginning was, 
‘What if  we raise eleven bucks?’ but it 
has really turned into a nice fundraiser. 
Over the last few days we have been 

seeing all these little donations come 
in and the kids are so excited to watch 
[the online fundraising] thermometer 
go up. The Children’s Miracle Network 
has been amazing in helping us set up 
our website. 

“We told parents, we told the kids, we 
told the administrators this was not a 
door-to-door soliciting event at all. The 
kids have pledge forms, but we don’t 
want them going to businesses or going 
down the street knocking on doors – but 
we weren’t expecting such a big hit on 
our website. But, that’s what happened 
– a lot of  people have donated and, on 
top of  that, the kids have been getting 
cash and cheque donations.”

In addition to that, one of  the 
students in a school had been making 
and selling Christmas decorations and 
selling them in the school at lunchtimes 
to benefi t the hospital, while other 
schools have donated proceeds from 
their school stores. 

Helping the students make the 
event memorable were a number of  
community businesses ranging the 
Dollar Store at Henderson and Yonge, 
to Costco’s donation of  over 320 bottles 
of  water, to PizzaPizza which donated 
50 party-size pizzas, and to Williams 
graduate Megan Flynn who donated 
500 chocolate chip cookies to keep the 
students well-fuelled.

“All the main food groups!” Mr. 
Grassi joked. 

It was enough to do the trick, 
however, as over 120 students fi lled the 
Williams cafeteria, showing off  their 
moves to students from other high 
schools, enjoying tracks as varied from 
artists as varied as Katy Perry and 
Taylor Swift to The Spice Girls, all spun 
by the house DJ – Williams teacher 
Mark Watkin.

These dance parties, facilitated by 
the Children’s Miracle Network, have 
sparked a fundraising frenzy across 
the country with Dr. G.W. Williams and 
the students in the York Region School 
Board, now adding their spark to the 
growing fl ame. 

The $8,011 will go directly to the 
hospital.

The cafeteria at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School was a sea of joy on Friday as Community Classroom 
students gave back to SickKids, one busted move at a time. To contribute to their fundraising campaign, 
visit tinyurl.com/williams-dance.                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Not-for-profit,Sports Camp and Retreat Facility. Founded in 1967, specializing in horses, 
hockey and outdoor adventure programs, school groups, sports teams, corporate 

meetings and retreat groups of various kinds.

Jan 2, 3, 4, 5 
Choose Regular

or Hockey Options
Ages 5-12

Teen Ranch 519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

BIGGS’ 
GALLERY

15165 Yonge Street 
(just South of Wellington, East Side)                     

905-727-6308

www.biggsartandframing.com

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

SALE
NOW’S THE OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE THAT

IF IT’S FRAMED ON THE WALL
 - IT’S ON SALE

“SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS GIFT”

20% - 50% OFF

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 9
Theatre Aurora presents Ken Ludwig’s The 

Game’s Afoot (or Holmes for the Holidays) at 
various dates and times between November 
30 and December 9. What are the holidays 
without a little murder? Kick off  your holiday 
season with this laugh out loud farcical murder 
mystery. For more information, and tickets, call 
905-727-3669 or visit www.theatreaurora.com.

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 30
1917: Canada Comes of  Age – A multi-artist, 

two city painting exhibition at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre that looks back at the year 
1917: 50 years removed from Confederation and 
50 years before the glorious summer of  ’67 in 
Montreal, 1917 was the year of  the crucible. It 
was a coming of  age story. Curated by brothers 
Dave and Ross Rheaume, artists from Ottawa 
and Toronto will tell the story of  milestones 
in history, medicine, art/science and sports, 
arts and entertainment. Opening Reception: 
Thursday, December 7  from 6 – 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
Celebrate the season with a trip around the 

world when 3x JUNO nom/3x CFMA winning 
Sultans of  String perform their new Christmas 
Caravan concert at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
an exuberant show featuring band originals, 
world music inspired classics, and seasonal 
favourites to warm your heart on a cold winter’s 
night. From fi ery fi ddle tunes to a Caribbean 
sleigh ride, this surprising and delightful 
holiday fi esta heats up when Sultans of  String 
bring their signature sound to well known 
gems such as Jesu, Joy of  Man’s Desiring, 
The Huron Carol (with translated Indigenous 
lyrics), a djembe-driven Little Drummer Boy, 
a ska-inspired Feliz Navidad, a Turkish twist 
on Greensleeves, A Charlie Brown Christmas, 
not to mention a Gypsy-Jazz inspired Django 
Christmas and a Flamenca-fuelled Jingle Bells. 
The show features special guest and Canada’s 
singer to the stars Rebecca Campbell (Bruce 
Cockburn, Emmylou Harris, Alanis Morissette). 
For tickets and further information, call 905-713-
1818.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
GIRLS NIGHT OUT – Ladies, come out for 

the fi rst Girls Night Out. This is a chance to get 
out (husband and/or baby free), shop, mingle, 
network with other women in the area. A great 
opportunity to support/shop local women and 
businesses. 7 – 10 p.m. in the Pearl Room at Aw, 
Shucks. Admission is $5 and payable at the door.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Band hosts their 

concert “Mystical Journeys” this evening at 
Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street 
at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults or $5 for 
seniors/students, available at the door or by 
contacting auroracommunityband@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
The Aurora Senior Association’s Evergreen 

Choir warmly invites you to come and enjoy 
their annual Christmas concert “I Hear the 
Bells” under the direction of  Dr. Richard 
Heinzle at 1.30 p.m. Tickets are $5.00, with 
children under 14 free, but with a ticket. Light 
refreshments will be served at intermission. 
This concert is always fun for the choir and 
for the audience, with sing-a-longs, solos and 
duets and special guests. The Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre is located at 90 John West Way. For more 
information, call 905-726-4767.

* * * * 
The Salvation Army’s Northridge 

Community Church hosts Breakfast with Santa 
today from 9 – 12 noon at 15338 Leslie Street. 
Event features bouncy castles, crafts, gifts, 
pancakes, hot cocoa, and, of  course, a special 
guest from the North Pole. Come on out and get 
your picture taken with Santa! Families with 
infants and/or children under 10 are encouraged 
to sign up at the church. 

* * * * 
It’s an afternoon of  full-on fun for the whole 

family at the Aurora Cultural Centre with Peter 
Pan. Enjoy pre-theatre interactive art activities 
geared for all ages starting at 1 pm; from art 
activities inspired by the play, to a photo booth 
experience with memento to take home. Then 
at 2 pm, take your seat to enter the world of  
Peter Pan, presented by “the nearly world-
famous” Duffl eBag Theatre. This company has 
set us rollicking with laughter previously with 
Cinderella and Beauty & the Beast. A goodie 
bag of  treats to take away rounds out a special 
holiday afternoon. For tickets and further 
information, contact the Centre at 905-713-1818 
or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
The Aurora United Church Choir and 

Handbell Ensembles invite you to Carols by 
Candlelight: A Canadian Christmas today at 4 
p.m. and 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church 
(79 Victoria Street).  Come early and join in the 
Christmas spirit with the singing of  carols, 
featuring special guest trumpeter Tim Birtch. 
Freewill offering. The audience will have a 
chance to sing and refreshments will be served 
after each performance.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
The Prostate Cancer Canada Network – 

Newmarket Support Group will host their 
December meeting tonight from 7 – 9 p.m. at the 
Newmarket Seniors’ Meeting Place (474 Davis 
Drive, Halls 4 & 5, Newmarket). Come out for a 
Christmas social potluck and fellowship. Please 
RSVP if  you plan to attend by calling 905-895-1975 
or emailing info@newmarketprostatecancer.
com. Please bring a donation for the local food 
bank.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

KARATE

• eated n t  
• a ag ng  Storage 
  Su l e  uy or Rent  
• 4 r on tored Se ur ty 
• deo Sur e llan e 
• ndoor  utdoor Storage 

5. 5. 3 3 • 1.888.33 .3438 • Cell  5. 5 . 4
.a o ng torage. a

INTERIOR DECORATION

run ng • Re o al  
Con ult ng • ra ng • EA

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We specialize in Insurance claims
• Concrete Work • aterproo ng

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Window Repair/Replacement
• Doors • Demolition • ar age Clean p
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

SERVING KING CITY & SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING GTA
905-773-7466 Toll Free 1-855-525-3271

Call today for your FREE quote!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com

Ha mnet tInterior s.c a

Exceptional Interior Decoration and 
Staging Services Tailored For You

 Complete Room Projects 

 Colour Consultations

 Space Planning

 Mood Boards 

 Shopping Services

 Seasonal Decoration

 Staging

‘Professional’

‘Amazing Transformation’

‘Reliable & Dependable’

‘Delivered As Promised’

‘Meticulous’

‘Budget Conscious’

‘Highly Recommend’

Lisa Cleary
Certi�ed Interior Decorator

289 338 4696  |  LisaCleary14@hotmail.com
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SENIORS WELCOME
CARRIERS NEEDED 

to deliver 
The Auroran newspaper 

every Thursday.

Earn money while 
getting exercise.  
Contact Cephise 

416-505-2770

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
coat. Perfect 
condition. Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

registered reces re-
quired for local school 
aged child care cen-
tres in Aurora. Must 
have experience work-
ing with children ages 
4-12 years. Available 
for part time split shift 
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 
am and 3 - 6:30 pm. 
Please contact Marisa 
at amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hotmail.
com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of  
2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experience in meat cutting and processing. 
Duties include cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat into specialized 
cuts and preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equiv-
alent required. Positions offered are permanent full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in per-
son at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.
com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LOOKING
for experienced, knowledgable, on-site su-
pervisor for the York Region area. Please 
email resume to: stepheno@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   offi ce: 905-597-0227.

SERVICES

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how! 
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

L A R G E 
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat 
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

SNOW TIRES 
AND RIMS  
FOR SALE  

BF Goodrich   
Used 2 years on Ford Focus  
205/65 R15 (945) $400.00 or 

best offer  
call 905-751-9817.

ALWAYS CLEAN!
Professional house 
cleaning. Experi-
enced and reliable. 
Guaranteed you will 
love my service. 10 
yrs experience.  Call 
647-567-8459

AVON REPS NEEDED 
IN YOUR AREA, 

CONTACT LINDA  
FREE INFO 

TEXT OR PHONE 
905-557-0070    

AIR YORK TRANSPORT               
YORK REGION’S ONLY GOVERNMENT 
LICENCED AIRPORT TRANSPORTER
*Ideal for retired Seniors

AIR YORK TRANSPORT               

Looking for Part or Full Time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca 
905-727-8861

• Driving Position
• Marketing Staff (Part-Time)

Who has good communication skills and fl exible time

“ Since 1989”

Aurora Montessori School requires 

� Lunch Supervisors, 

� Before/After School Staff, 

� Supply Assistants

� Accredited RECE and Montessori    

Contact Maria at 
905-841-0065 ext. 302

  Teachers

Come see us at our offi ce 
905-727-3300 • www.theauroran.com

15213 Yonge St. (Back of the Clock Tower Building, Top Floor)

Sending a Gift?
Moving Soon?

Storing Fragile Items?

FREE

WE GOT YOU COVERED!
We have lots of extra newspaper copies, perfect for 
protecting your fragile items, fi lling empty spaces 

in boxes for storage or packing during a move

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

We also carry all installation material including 
Sealer, Cleaner, H.G. Product, Wood Pecker and more...

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD. 
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!

on a LARGE SELECTION of:

1987

FLOOR & WALL TILE

905-773-TILE (8453)

Come Visit Our 

SHOWROOM

FLOOR & WALL TILE
Come Visit Our

SHOP LOCAL & SAVE!

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

of Lighting ideas from

1000

Lampshades 
& we can 
arrange 

for installation

HOURS
 Mon - Fri - 10 - 6

      Sat 10-5, Sun 12 - 4 

...with thousands of styles to choose from!

ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

S

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

GET IN THE THEATRE “SPIRIT” – The characters of Ken Ludwig’s The Game’s Afoot (or Holmes for the Holi-
days) conjure up a few spirits through séance on stage at Theatre Aurora. Directed by Joey Ferguson, there 
are only a few more chances to see the popular farce. The play runs through this Saturday, December 9. 
For showtimes and ticket information, visit www.theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-3669.

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Service with Professionalism
LENARD LIND

Service with Professionalism
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.comwww.hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may applyCall today for a free property evaluation!**

Curb appeal and much more!  Great visibility on Leslie Street with over 130 feet of frontage!  
Bring your head office here!  Two-storey reception!  Floating oak staircase!  Numerous 2 
station offices!  Boardroom, kitchen, 3 washrooms and open business 
area on lower level too!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and Highway 407! $2,998.888

RICHMOND HILL!  5200 SF “CHARACTER” OFFICE BUILDING 
WITH 21 PARKING ON ½ ACRE!

Newmarket!  1/4 + acre lot!  4 entrances!  Open zoning!  Curb appeal and visibility in hospital 
expansion area on Davis Drive!  Great long-term tenants!  Some vacant space for owner occu-
pier – why pay rent?  5 washrooms!  Numerous offi ces – 4000 SF retail 
and 4000 SF offi ce!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and transit at the door! $3,500,000

  MEDICAL/COMMERCIAL/OFFICE BUILDING!  
8000 SF!  28 PARKING!

BUNGALOW BEAUTY!  BACKS TO GREENSPACE!

Shows to perfection!  Just move in!  New 50 year shingles & new eavestroughs!  
Updated furnace, windows & more!  Immaculately kept and elegantly upgraded!  
Hardwood floors!  Updated kitchen w/granite counter & SS appliances!  Updated 
baths!  Inlaw potential in bright professionally finished look-out 
lower level! $999,888

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

3700 SF!  FORMER SHOWHOME!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  POOL!  60 FT. LOT!

$1,475,000

Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora!  2-storey foyer!  Floating oak staircase!  Updated centre island kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open 
to spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fireplace! Main floor den! Master with enticing ensuite!  Bright professionally finished open concept lower level too!  
Private oasis backyard and saltwater pool!

  SHOWSTOPPER RENO PLUS INLAW POTENTIAL! QUIET CRESCENT!

$1,199,888

It’s a beauty!  Open concept plan!  Gourmet centre island kitchen with granite counters, servery and stainless steel appliances!  Hardwood plank floors on both levels!  Enticing ensuite with 
oversized glass shower, custom vanity with quartz counters & upgraded faucets!  Big secondary bedrooms!  Bright, nicely finished open concept  walk-out lower level!  Loaded 
with extras & upgrades!  Demand northwest Aurora child-safe crescent location steps to schools, park & nature trails! 

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

$799,888

AURORA IMMACULATE 3 BEDROOM “MOVE IN”! 1770 SF!

Fresh neutral décor!  Open concept floor plan!  Hardwood floors!  Master w/walk-
in closet & inviting ensuite w/step-up tub & sep. shower!  Main floor fam rm w/fpl!  
Fully fenced southern exposure!  Link joined only at garage! Northeast Aurora loca-
tion on quiet child-safe crescent, steps to schools, park, shopping 
& transit!  Just move in! 


