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By Brock Weir

Your decision in next fall’s 
municipal election just got easier – 
or more difficult, depending on your 
perspective.

Council voted Tuesday night to 
reduce its composition to just six 
members of  Council (plus the Mayor) 
from the current slate of  eight.

The decision was made in a 6 – 2 
vote with Councillors Wendy Gaertner 
and Jeff  Thom voting against the 
motion, which was brought forward by 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes. Mayor 

Geoff  Dawe was not present for the 
meeting.

Councillor Humfryes told Council 
she brought this motion forward due 
to feedback stemming from the Town’s 
Governance Review Committee. Their 
advice, she said, provided powerful 
evidence of  a “forward thinking” view 
and leaves the door open to future 
consideration within Aurora for 
implementing a ward system.

The issue of  reducing the size of  
Council was one of  two referendum 
questions on the 2014 Municipal 
Election ballot.

While nearly two-thirds of  Aurorans 
who took the time to cast their ballots 
voted in favour of  the reduction, it fell 
short of  the threshold set to make the 
decision binding on Council.

Shortly after the current Council 
roster was inaugurated, they ultimately 
elected to keep the status quo.

“When this was brought forward 
[the last time] Councillor Pirri was 
pretty powerful in terms of  why he 
felt this was the right thing to do in 
reducing Council members,” said 
Councillor Humfryes noting she 
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Lifestyle Oasis
WINDOWS INC. HOME PRODUCTS

Serving Aurora, 
York Region and 

surrounding 
areas for 
23 years.

tsherin@trebnet.com
905-727-3154     

Terry Sherin 
Sales Representative

THURSDAYS

444 Hollandview Trail (Shoppers Plaza) 905-503-8899
Sun - Thu 8 am - 12 am I Fri - Sat 8 am - 1 am  

Not available for take out. Ask your server for conditions that may apply.

AURORA

DATE NIGHT
$48
Dinner for 2

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 2003

Protection of “stable 
neighbourhoods” 

examined at  
Town Hall

By Brock Weir 

Should Aurora do more to protect 
older, stable neighbourhoods from 
large-scale infill development?

That is a question that will be 
answered early next year after Council 
signed off  on a staff  review on whether 
existing bylaws and guidelines 
surrounding stable neighbourhoods 
are actually being met.

Get ready for a smaller Council next year

Sophia, here with 
Nathaniel, wards off 
the ghouls and goblins 
at Sheppard’s Bush 
on Saturday night by 
shining a spooky light  
under her chin. The 
duo were among the 
thousands who turned 
out for the annual 
Haunted Forest, 
hosted by the Town 
of Aurora. For more 
on the Hallowe’en  
Spooktacular, please see 
Pages 14 & 15.

  Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir

Continued on page  20

HALLOWE’EN WASHOUT – The final day of the Aurora Farmers’ Market’s outdoor season was 
supposed to be a celebration of all things Hallowe’en on Saturday, but Mother Nature had other ideas. 
Nevertheless, volunteers Hugo and Sebastian braved the rain to keep up the festive atmosphere.  
For a Market wrap-up, see Page 19.

              Med-Spa
Opening soon on 
beautiful Wellington Street 
in downtown Aurora. 

This spectacular new building will be the new home of York Vein and Laser Clinic. 
Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic medicine and vein care, 

and adding a luxurious day spa.

www.yorkvein.com  |  905-853-3200

NewNew

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

REGISTER 
FOR A TOUR!

Call: 905-895-1700 ext. 259

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada

Continually Referred!

Susan Cowen & Andrew Cowen

1 Vata Court, Aurora 
905.713.2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

More 
than a 
pool 
store!

INTO THE WOODS
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, November 7 9:30 a.m. Holland Room  Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, November 7 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session
Tuesday, November 7 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee
Wednesday, November 8 4 p.m. Leksand Room  Accessibility Advisory Committee
Wednesday, November 8 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, November 9 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment
Monday, November 13 7 p.m. Holland Room  Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, November 14 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, November 14 7 p.m. Counci Chambes  Council
Wednesday, November 15 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please   
visit aurora.ca

What’s Happening What’s Happening

New hours for Access Aurora
 As of Monday, September 11, 2017, Access Aurora has new 
hours to better meet the needs of our residents. 

Access Aurora will now be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
Monday and Wednesday through Friday. On Tuesdays, the desk 
will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Access Aurora enables residents to pay their water/taxes, apply 
for a marriage license, pay a parking ticket, purchase a pet tag, 
swap out damaged green/blue bins and set-up pre-authorized 
payments in person at Town Hall.

New resident information sessions
Have you recently moved to Aurora? Welcome! Find out 
more about living in Aurora by joining us for a New Resident 
Information Session.

Learn how to sign up for automatic billing for your tax and 
water bills, find out about your responsibilities as a homeowner 
and what general bylaws apply to residents, get garbage and 
recycling tips and hear more about the exciting parks and 
recreation programs here in Aurora.

The next session will be held on Thursday, November 23, 
2017 from 6:30p.m. to 8 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John 
West Way. Register by calling Access Aurora at 905-727-1375 or 
email info@aurora.ca.

Road closure for Remembrance Day 
parade/service
There will be a road closure for the Royal Canadian Legion 
Remembrance Day Parade/Service on Saturday, November 
11, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hartwell Bridge expected to open on 
November 27
Good news for residents in the Bayview/Leslie and St. John’s 
Sideroad area. The Hartwell Bridge is expected to open on 
Monday, November 27, 2017.

Notice of service disruptions
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex:

• Drop-in times for Youth Open Gym from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Youth Basketball from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. will be cancelled on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017. For more information,  
visit aurora.ca/news.

Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex:

Skating times for Ladies Shinny from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
and Adult Shinny from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. will be cancelled 
on Wednesday, November 22, 2017.  For more information,  
visit aurora.ca/news.

Notice of intention to pass a by-law to 
declare as surplus and sell municipal lands

Part 5 on Plan of Reference 65R-142, Aurora
Take notice that the Council of The Corporation of the Town 
of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to 
pass a by-law on Tuesday, November 28, 2017, pursuant to 
Report No. PBS17-081, for the purpose of declaring as surplus 
and selling land legally described as Part of Lot 21, Concession 
2, being Part 5 on Plan of Reference 65R-142, Town of Aurora, 
Regional Municipality of York, being part of PIN 03642-4568 
(LT), having a total area of approximately 0.48 acres, more or 
less, as illustrated for location purposes only on Figure 1 (below).

 

 

 

The by-law will be available on the Town’s website, located at 
aurora.ca/agendasminutes on November 24, 2017 ahead   
of the Council meeting on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at 7 
p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council Chambers, located at 100 
John West Way.

For more information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, 
Long Range & Strategic Planning, at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742 
or by email at aierullo@aurora.ca.

Rolling closure with police escort:

10:20 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. from Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School on Dunning Avenue to Yonge Street South (southbound 
curb lane) to the Cenotaph on Yonge Street south of Murray 
Drive.

Road(s) to be temporarily closed:
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. – Yonge Street will be closed from Murray 
Drive/Edward Street to Allaura Blvd/Henderson Drive. The detour 
route will be Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard.

Be a part of the Santa Under the Stars 
Parade. Applications are now being 
accepted for floats and marching bands
Applications are now being accepted for floats and marching 
bands in the Santa Under the Stars Parade.

This well-attended annual event is a much-anticipated day 
for spectators celebrating the holiday spirit. The parade is on 
Saturday, November 25, 2017 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Show your festive spirit and register your float or marching band 
today.

The deadline for registration is Tuesday, November 7, 
2017. The application form can be downloaded by visiting          
aurora.ca/santaparade.

 
Register now for fall programs & aquatics
The Fall 2017 Parks, Recreation and Culture Program Guide 
has been distributed to all Aurora residents via The Banner   
Newspaper. Registrations are now open for our Fall 2017  
Programs and Aquatics. To register or to view the guide          
online, please visit aurora.ca/recguide. 

Brookland Avenue construction
Please be aware that businesses located at Yonge Street and 
Brookland Avenue remain open during construction.  Regular 
driveway entrances are still in use.

What’s Happening

Thank You

2017 Aurora Haunted Forest

Haunted Forest had an amazing turnout with approximately 3,500 tickets sold.  The 
volunteers spent close to 1,500 hours designing and preparing the forest for a good scare.  

This event would not be possible without the support from the following sponsors.

Generous Event Sponsors

• Freedom Mobile      • Rent Source     • Watson’s Family Karate School

We would like to thank:

• Aurora Seniors Association

• Aurora’s Youth Engagement Committee

• Canadian Children’s Theatre Company

• Chris’ No Frills

• Greg & Louise Knuth

• Jennifer Pratt

• Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority

• Marquee Theatrical Productions

• O.P.P. York Regional Detachment

• Optimist Club of Aurora

• York Regional Police

• 5th Aurora Scouts

• Over 140 volunteers

November Skylight Gallery Artist – Aurora’s 
Royal Canadian Legion, Col. Fred Tilston VC 
Branch 385

As Remembrance Day is observed, please visit the Skylight 
Gallery this month to see how the students in our community 
reflect on this significant day in history. The Aurora Legion held 
a poster contest to illustrate what Remembrance Day means to 
youth. The gallery will showcase the artwork from more than 
100 students that participated in the contest.

Regular viewing times are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor.

C A S H  P R I Z E S  W I L L  B E  AWA R D E D  F O R

YOUTH
AURORA’S FIRST

NOVEMBER 15, 2017

INNOVATION
FAIR

FOR
MORE
INFO

MOST INNOVATIVE •

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

INTERMEDIATE Ages 12 to 14
JUNIOR Ages 9 to 11

SENIOR Ages 15 to 17

• COMMUNITY LEADERSHIPECO-FRIENDLY

We reserve the right to cancel,
amend or change activities.

®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned
by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas
Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain of its affiliates.

Proudly sponsored by

Individuals or groups in the
following age categories can

participate in the fair:

aurora.ca/youthinnovation
#aurorainnovationfair
905-726-4762

Apply as a group or individual by
November 1, 2017.

135 Industrial Pkwy North
AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX

The Town of Aurora is proud to present the
first Aurora Youth Innovation Fair which

will showcase great ideas and inventions.

UNDER THE STARS

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 25, 2017

SANTA

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

PARADE

A U R O R A ’ S

Travelling south on Yonge Street
from Orchard Heights Boulevard
to Murray Drive.

The Salvation Army will 
collect food donations and
letters to Santa along the
route prior to the start of
the parade.

aurora.ca/santaparade
905-726-4762 • #AuroraSantaParade
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly
sponsored by
®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and
certain of its affiliates.

Register for the seniors trip to see the 
Simcoe Christmas panorama display
On Thursday, December 7, 2017 start a fun outing at the 
Dutch Mill, followed by a visit to The Apple Place. 

Enjoy a traditional Christmas turkey dinner at the Erie Beach 
Hotel and end the evening with a tour of the Simcoe Christmas 
Panorama lights display. 

For more information, visit aurora.ca/activeseniors. 

Notice Board
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Advertorial

If  you suffer from Shoulder Pain 
(tendonitis/Arthritis) you need to be 
aware of  effective advancements that 
can eliminate years of  pain, suffer-
ing, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor you 
suffer with one or more of  the follow-
ing: sore, stiff, painful shoulder, neck 
stiffness or pain, hand stiffness, and/ 
or elbow pain. 

You may fi nd that your pain or stiff-
ness affects your work, housekeeping, 
leisure activities, exercise, sports or 
other activities. You go to the drug 
store or to your doctor and get pills 
to help relieve your pain. But you 
fi nd the pain keeps returning.   Alter-
natively, the doctor may refer you to 
a specialist who may tell you that sur-
gery is needed or is an option for you.

However, many people are hesi-
tant to have surgery given its inva-
sive nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that 
there are serious health risks asso-
ciated with chronic use (or overuse) 
of  pain pills or anti-infl ammatory 
drugs that include damage to the liver, 
kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing process-

es. The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
effi cient and simultneous effect on 
pain, infl ammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported 

a 90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased fl exibility and 
vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical tech-
nology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives dramat-
ically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE con-
sultation and examination at King West 
Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 10, 
Richmond Hill (In the Home Hardware 
Plaza)

“This new, natural, safe 

and highly effective approach 

has helped many sufferers 

improve  their lives dramatically”.

Shoulder Pain: 
New Approach Delivers 
Remarkable 
Results

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on: Wednesday, November 22, 2017 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a complete application for a Zoning By-law Amendment    
  to rezone the subject lands to permit the development of a 5 storey, 37 unit    
  apartment building and maintenance of the existing detached dwelling            
  (Knowles-Redman House) on the subject lands. A total of 46 parking spaces is also   
  proposed.

PROPERTY:  15356 Yonge Street

  

 
LEGAL DESC.: Lot 13 and Part of Lot 14, Registered Plan 246

APPLICANT: 2578461 Ontario Inc.        

FILE NUMBER: ZBA-2017-06

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Jeff Healey of the Planning and Building Services   
  department at 905-727-3123 extension 4349, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am   
            and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building Services   
  department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to         
  planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name    
  and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06) 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of the Town of Aurora or the Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal 
Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed by-law is passed the person or public body may not be added as a party 
to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are 
reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the proposed By-law, you must make 
a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Building Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 2nd day of November, 2017.

Remembrance Day to be marked with RCAF flypast
By Brock Weir

November is a reflective time of  year 
for many Canadians, but here in Aurora, 
Remembrance Day ceremonies will 
have an extra poignancy this year with 
an RCAF Flypast.

The Royal Canadian Air Force will 
provide a ceremonial flypast at the 
Aurora Cenotaph on the morning of  
Saturday, November 11, to mark the 
installation of  the Peace Park’s new LAV 
(Light Armoured Vehicle) which will be 
put in place to remember the Afghan 
Conflict and those who served. 

Council approved the ceremonial 
flypast at last week’s Council meeting 
following a Notice of  Motion from Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe seeking Council’s consent.

Remembrance commemorations 
will get underway this Saturday at the 
Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) with Legion’s annual 

Remembrance Dinner & Dance.
The event opens with a cocktail 

reception starting at 5 p.m. with a 
commemorative opening ceremony 
getting underway at 5.45 p.m. with a 
march of  colours and the march-in of  
local cadets. 

Dinner, followed by speeches, will run 
from 6 – 8 p.m. with the dance taking 
over from 8 – 12 midnight featuring the 
music of  Soul Benefit.

Tickets for both the dinner and dance 
are $25 and available from the Legion 
Bar while tickets for just the dance are 
set at $10.

Usually, the Aurora Legion hosts 
two Remembrance Day ceremonies 
each year – one on the Sunday before 
Remembrance Day and one on 
Remembrance Day proper. 

As Remembrance Day falls on a 
Saturday this year, organizers are 
putting their efforts behind one extra 

special event for Saturday, November 11. 
This year’s Parade will mass at Dr. 

G.W. Williams Secondary School with 
commemorations beginning at the 
Cenotaph shortly after 10.30 a.m.

By this time, it is expected the LAV 
will already been in place – Aurora’s 
Parks & Recreation Department 
estimated that installation work could 
begin as early as Wednesday of  this 
week – but will the ceremony will mark 
its formal dedication.

The placement of  a LAV at the 
Cenotaph has been a contentious issue 
in Aurora since first approved in 2015. 
While proponents of  its placement, and 
these proponents include the Legion and 
the Queen’s York Rangers Regimental 
Council, say it is a fitting way to pay 
tribute not only to Afghan veterans but 
those who lost their lives in the conflict, 
others have said the placement of  an 
instrument of  war is anything but a 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR
Machell’s Corners

Then there was that moment you 
knew was coming.

Everyone else had gone before you. 
They had all the answers. They were 
quick on the button. No hesitation.

You probably wouldn’t have 
hesitated either as the questions were 
so inconsequential.

What’s your favourite TV show?
What’s your favourite song?
What’s your favourite band?
They are, of  course, questions you 

could answer with the snap of  your 
fingers.

They are questions I too could answer 
with the snap of  my own fingers. Now.

But that wasn’t always the case.
It was Grade 9 and for reasons 

which are still unclear to me, this 
questionnaire get-to-know-you exercise 
was the ice breaker in our information 
technology class. 

It wasn’t an ordinary ice breaker – 
there was a kicker. You might think that 
once we completed the questionnaire, 
we would have to stand up and read 
them to the class, or submit them to 
the teacher. Those seem like two pretty 
reasonable scenarios, but you would 
be wrong. Not only did we have to fill 
them out, but we had to pass them to 
our neighbour, who then scrutinized 
our answers before they had to stand 
up and read the answers on our behalf.

This time, when it came to my 
answers, my particular neighbour, 
Andrew, already had a running start. 
He provided them.

Grade 9 is a particularly difficult 
time for any student looking to fit in 
and I was no exception. I certainly, at 
that time, didn’t want people to know 
my favourite TV show at that point in 
time was I Love Lucy. Nor did I want 
them to know that my favourite song 
at the time was something 30 or 40 
years removed from the Top 40, or that 
my mind went completely blank when 
trying to think up a band that anyone 
in my class was likely to be familiar 
with.

So, after a prompt, Andrew filled 
in the blanks: Spin City became my 
favourite TV show, Blink-182 my band, 
and although I can’t remember what 
song he suggested to fill in the middle 
blank, I’m relatively sure it was a solid 
choice. So, when he stood up to read 
my (his) answers I kept my fingers 

crossed there wouldn’t be a snicker in 
the audience. 

It was a total sham, but as long as 
they bought it, and I could go another 
day without a tease, it was all worth it 
in the end. 

That was the overall theme of  my 
Grade 9 year, but the following year was 
comparatively smooth sailing – and I 
chalk a lot of  that up to Reg O’Brien.

To some of  you in Aurora and 
Newmarket, Reg’s name is probably a 
familiar one. Actively involved in the 
local arts scene, chances are you’ve 
seen his name – and probably his face 
– in these pages as an active member 
of  Theatre Aurora who has graced the 
stage itself  as well as worked his magic 
behind the scenes as well. 

I didn’t know this side of  him until 
I joined The Auroran back in 2009; 
before that, he was simply Mr. O’Brien.

Over the course of  my time at 
Newmarket High School, I had the 
pleasure of  being in several of  
his classes, the first one being an 
introduction to media studies. 

When I walked through his 
classroom door, I sensed there was 
something a little bit different going 
on. Not that they would be out of  place 
in a media studies classroom, I was 
particularly struck by walls covered 
in movie posters covering the so-called 
“Golden Age” of  film to the present day. 

At the front of  the room was a thin 
man with a very unique face and smile.

It was soon clear he was tough 
but fun, a winning combination for 
any teacher, but, again, there was 
something more.

Eventually, I found myself  very 
comfortable in his class, particularly 
compared to the other courses I had 
been taking and, after a time, I was so 
comfortable that I let my guard down.

It was just blurted out. I was a fan 
of  I Love Lucy, of  old films, of  classic 
music and, you know what, he was too 
and he took ownership of  it right there 
in front of  the class, going into pretty 
significant detail a scene from the film 
Now, Voyager.

In the middle of  the conversation, 
he mentioned offhand one of  the 
highlights of  his youth was going to 

see a taping of  The Mary Tyler Moore 
Hour, MTM’s ill-fated follow-up series 
to her smash hit of  the same name. 
Needless to say, I was enthralled.

Although I took slight umbrage in 
the fact he didn’t particularly care 
for the episode he saw (nor the series, 
along with most of  the North American 
populace) he scored some serious street 
cred in my book.

After that, I felt ever so slightly more 
comfortable in my own skin amongst 
my peers. I didn’t feel the need to put 
that façade back up. It was time to take 
ownership of  who I was, what I liked, 
damned the consequences.

And, you know what? At that age I 
was stunned to find out that there were 
no consequences whatsoever.

By the time I had him the next year 
for English, there was no turning back 
and we had a great rapport, comparing 
notes on our uniquely shared interests, 
getting into heated but respectful 
discussions on various points in the 
lesson plan – such as my contention 
that, if  staged in just the right way, the 
Fool could be a complete figment of  
King Lear’s withering sanity – and on 
and on it went. 

This relationship went on a hiatus 
after graduating Grade 12, but I was 
delighted they were renewed in a 
different capacity once I had joined 
the paper and we reconnected through 
Theatre Aurora.

We picked up right where we left off, 
eventually connecting over Facebook 
to a point where we exchanged Bette 
Davis and Joan Crawford memes on 
a regular basis, a practice which hit 
fever pitch earlier this year when those 
two ladies were being explored in the 
FX miniseries Feud. 

I’m just sorry I never bothered to 
say any of  the last 1,000-odd words to 
Reg himself  before I learned of  his 
untimely death last week. 

Although I never expressed the fact 
that he helped me access some of  the 
tools I have within myself  to actually 
be who I am, I like to think that he 
knew that as he saw me come out of  my 
shell, and I like to think he activated 
that elusive part of  the brain in the 
hundreds of  students he impacted over 
his lengthy teaching career. Maybe you 
are one of  them.

Thanks, and godspeed.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Aurorans have the right  
to enjoy property

It is both interesting and profoundly 
sad to find that there is a focus in 
Aurora’s Operational Plan recognizing 
“the importance of  ensuring that 
the stability and vibrancy of  these 
existing neighborhoods is protected 
from the negative impacts of  potential 
incompatible development and growth 
pressures”  that have never been 
operationalized into real action by the 
Town to date. 

Now a study by the Town will start 
to look into such matters.

I live on a cul de sac  and have found 
that there has been no attention to our 
desire to protect the ambiance of  our 
current neighborhood. That being said, 
luckily, I have found the new builds on 
our street to have been done with great 
taste to date but also know that could 
change with any future build. 

Change is inevitable. The Town’s 
Planning staff  espouse that line all 
the time as though it is a mantra. 
This is regardless of  any current 
resident’s concerns and  it has been 
disconcerting.

I think the BIG houses are here 
to stay, that beauty is in the eye of  
the beholder and that people who 
are considering buying into our 
neighborhood are now just looking for 
houses to tear down. We are against 
any legislation regarding “the control 
of  building materials, colour and 
architectural detail.”

I am focused on allowing the BIG 
houses now that we have three on our 
street with three or four more coming 
soon. Our normal homes look like 
playhouses beside them so there is no 
turning back. It is our opinion that our 
houses are now land value only. Council 
did not protect the ambiance of  our 
neighborhood and now it is too late-- 
as they say “the horse has already left 
the barn”.

But that doesn’t mean that as current 
owners we should not have the right to 
enjoy our current property while we 
live here. That is the very least we can 
expect and that is what Council can do 
for us at this point!

I request that the Town focus on 
design elements that cause distress 
for current residents (or conversely, 
should allow for the current enjoyment 
of  their property):

Do not allow upper level balconies 
that overlook other’s backyards. 
Imagine what that feels like especially 
when you have a big house beside 
a normal sized house. Do not allow 
windows on the sides of  big houses or 
be sparing of  them and ensure they are 
small, if  necessary, and do not impact 
the privacy of  the neighbour. Do not 
allow another house built behind 
a house, to have full view of  their 
neighbors backyard (within reason).

Carefully consider the shadows 
that a new house will cast over the 
property of  a neighbor’s house to 
ensure the sunshine they get currently 
in minimally impacted.

Many new homes are built with 
downward casting potlights outside 
and are very bright. These should 
not be on night after night in a “look 
at me” fashion...aside from the 
neighbor’s inconvenience, isn’t there a 
consideration of  light pollution?

Sump Pumps, pool equipment, etc., 
should not impact the enjoyment/
integrity of  the foundation of  
neighboring properties by being 
relegated to the sides of  already very 
narrow passageways between houses-
--new houses should be required to 
house this equipment in their own 
backyard.

Times for construction should 
only be permitted 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
weekdays, excluding holidays. It feels 
like we live on a construction zone!

Bottom line: current residents have 
the right to enjoy the property they 
bought!

Joyce Deutsch
Aurora
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I like to jog outdoors in the summer 
to stay in some semblance of  shape. 
Depending on the weather, I may instead 
run on one of  the treadmills or partake in 
one of  the cycle fit classes offered at the 
Aurora Leisure Complex.

On many Saturday mornings, to give 
my knees a break from the rigors of  
jogging on Aurora’s sidewalks, I attend 
the 8:00 a.m. cycle fit class and it always 
is a most enjoyable class. On particular 
class stood out.

More on that particular class in a 
moment, but for those of  you not familiar 
with one of  the best-kept secrets in town, 
cycle fit is offered most days, with classes 
either forty-five minute or one hour in 
duration. 

Music is played during the class, and 
riders go slower or faster, depending on 
the beat of  the music. There is a knob that 
lets the rider tighten or loosen the tension 
on each bike. 

What is best about the class is that 
you get the communal “sharing of  the 
pain,” as it were, with the added benefit 
that the work out really is your own. The 
person on the bike beside you could be a 
veteran cycle fit participant who has been 
doing this class for the past ten years and 
although you may be a rookie, you can 
both enjoy the same class, because you go 
at your own pace. 

I find that after doing the treadmill at 
a good clip for say a half  hour, my legs 
and lower back may be a little sore, but 
working at the same rate on the bike, and 
after a shower, leaves me refreshed and 
nothing aches.

I also find that it really improved my 
cardio, because of  the varying length and 
tempo of  the songs, so you are induced 
into a higher training zone.

The instructors at the Leisure 
Complex are collectively very good. They 
all use different music and bring varying 
personalities and routines to the class, 
and they will push you to get the most 

out of  your class. Heck, I even wonder 
whether or not Elona, our Saturday 
morning instructor, is employed full-time 
as a prison warden!

But without a doubt the best thing 
about cycle fit is the social aspect. I 
have become friends with a number 
of  the other riders. I guess a certain 
bond develops between fellow cyclers 
attempting to sweat off  the pounds.  
Two things about your first couple of  
cycle fit classes. Do pace yourself. The 
first time I did a forty-five minute class, 
I thought my heart was going to come 
out of  my chest. And second and most 
important, unless you have been riding 
horses all your life or regularly cycle 
outdoors, your behind will hurt the first 
few times out. It seems that it takes about 
four classes for your rump to feel fine.  

Now, back to that Saturday morning 
class.

When I showed up that morning 
and saw that there were only four other 
riders signed up for the class, I was not a 
happy camper. Cycle fit is usually one of  
those activities where more really is the 
merrier. 

“Well”, I thought to myself, “I am 
already here, so let’s get this exercise over 
with as fast as possible, and move on with 
the rest of  my day.”

As you can probably tell, I wasn’t in 

a great mood; I was a little bit tired, and 
I was not feeling like the most energetic 
person that morning, but then something 
happened.

Elona - our instructor - showed up.
She has so much energy and 

enthusiasm to share with everyone, that 
within minutes, I was enjoying myself  
and conversing with my regular seatmate, 
Marc.

No matter how many people are 
signed up for the class, Elona keeps us all 
motivated and very much entertained.

As we were starting our ride, I asked 
Marc how his week had been.

We then began commiserating over 
our respective meals from the night 
before. I told Marc that I wasn’t feeling 
particularly energetic or well as I had 
consumed three large pieces of  Kentucky 
Fried Chicken, fries with gravy and 
copious quantities of  coleslaw.

Marc laughed and said that he could 
go one better; he had four pieces of  KFC, 
plus the sides as well as a bunch of  the 
popcorn chicken.

We enlightened the rest of  the class as 
to our gastronomical state and everyone 
had a good laugh!

With that Elona had us go through a 
couple of  our “favourites” – the dreaded 
“tabata” – where you do eight sprints for 
a twenty second period with ten second 
rest periods in between.

We did two back to back sets!
Marc and I could feel the KFC oozing 

out our glands as we sweated alongside 
our fellow class mates.

The 45 minute class went too fast.
It was a lot of  fun and I also had a great 

workout to boot. And unlike a run outside 
or on the treadmill, my knees or ankles 
don’t ache afterwards!

New cycle fit members are most 
welcome!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Last month I provided an overview of  
the proposed tax changes for Canadian 
private commercial corporations 
(CPCC) that were undergoing 
consultation and the feedback I received 
from you at the Tax Fairness Town Hall 
I hosted and through correspondence 
you sent.

Again thanks to all who engaged with 
me on this important topic. I would like 
to take this opportunity to provide an 
update.

Our government announced that we 
are fulfilling our promise to Canada’s 
small business owners by lowering 
Canada’s small business tax rate from 
11% in 2015 to 9% by 2019.

With respect to the three proposed 
tax changes, the following outlines 
the feedback I received and submitted 
to the Minister of  Finance, and our 
Government’s response:

1. Income Sprinkling – This proposal 
would limit the ability to shift income 
from an individual facing a higher 
personal income tax rate to a family 
member with a lower personal tax 
rate. The ability to shift this income 
would be determined through a 
“reasonableness test”. Constituents 
have expressed concern over the 
potential compliance burden associated 
with the “reasonableness test”. Overall, 
many people supported the aim of  this 
proposal, but were concerned with the 
practical execution.

1. UPDATE – We heard concerns that 
the original proposal was too complex 
and created uncertainty for family 
members. In response, our Government 
has released a simplified proposal to 
address income sprinkling which will 
support owners who invest and grow 
our economy.

2. Passive Income– Corporations 

can earn “passive income” which 
is income derived from portfolio 
investments. Corporate income is taxed 
at lower rates than personal income, 
giving businesses more money to 
invest. However, there are times when 
private corporations earn income 
beyond what is needed to re-invest 
and grow the business. In these cases, 
those who own a private corporation 
have the opportunity to hold passive 
investments inside the corporation. 
The proposal would eliminate the tax 
deferral advantage on passive income.

The majority of  concerns centered 
around the need for businesses to build 
a reserve fund to further invest in 
the business, plan for parental leave/
retirement, or to prepare for a potential 
downturn. There was limited support 
for this proposal and constituents 
believed that these concerns needed to 
be addressed prior to implementation.

2. UPDATE–Moving forward our 
Government will create a $50,000 
threshold on investment income 
annually, or equivalent to $1M in 
savings, to ensure businesses can 
continue to have the flexibility to hold 
savings for new equipment, parental 
leave, or retirement. Changes will 
protect past investments and income 
earned from them. 

3. Conversion of  Income to Capital 
Gains –This proposal would constrain 
the ability to reduce income taxes 
by converting dividends (and salary) 
that would otherwise be received from 
private corporations into lower-taxed 
capital gains. The majority of  concerns 
relate to the short implementation 
timeframe and the complexity of  the 
compliance burden.

3. UPDATE–As a result of  this 
feedback from small business owners 
and farmers, our Government will 
not be moving forward with measures 
relating to the conversion of  income 
into capital gains nor limit access to the 
lifetime capital gains exemption.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

On November 11th, we remember our 
veterans who have given their lives in 
times of  war, and those who have served 
our country in peace. This year marks 
the 100th anniversary of  the battles 
of  Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele. 
Although 100 years have passed, we 
will never forget the sacrifices they 
made. We, as Canadians, are people of  
peace and it is because of  our veterans 
that Canada remains this way. Lest we 
forget.

There will be Remembrance Day 
ceremonies at the Aurora Cenotaph 
at 11am on November 11th and the 
Richmond Hill Cenotaph at 11 am on 
November 5th. Join me in remembering 
our veterans.

 
Please contact my office to learn more 
about these topics, or raise concerns 
on federal matters. Phone: 905-773-
8358, Email: Leona.Alleslev@parl.
gc.ca, or drop in: 12820 Yonge St. 
suite 202, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 
4H1.

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

The Opening of Cousins Dairy  
– 90 Years Ago!

Cousins Dairy opened in Aurora in November 1927 on the south corner of Yonge and 
Mosley Street. The Dairy introduced chocolate milk to Aurorans before it was made avail-
able in Toronto and was one of the first to use square bottles, which saved space in crates 

and refrigerators. In 1948, they began manufacturing ice cream and, in 1951, produced 
189,270.59 litres. Cousins Dairy merged with Glenville Farms in 1968 and moved out of 

Aurora two years later.

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Fun with CycleFit

Update on Tax Fairness & Remembrance Day

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Previous poll results
Should Aurora opt out of having an LCBO-style recreational marijuana store in Town?

0%
UNSURE

These aren’t the droids you’re 
looking for…move along…move 
along…

You know things have gone to the 
dark side when a CNN anchor starts 
quoting Star Wars to try to make sense 
of  what’s happening. (For those that 
don’t get the Star Wars reference, it’s 
a Jedi Mind Trick used by Obi Wan 
Kenobi for distraction. Seems apropos 
given the circumstances). 

 Indeed just what in the Samhain is 
happening?  How do you make sense of  
it all?

Members of  Trump’s campaign 
team – including his former Campaign 
Chair – have been indicted.  Let 
that sink in for a minute. Trump’s 
Campaign Chair has been arrested.  So 
much for fake news…

In the midst of  a nuclear crisis, a 
hurricane disaster, a failed health plan, 
stalling national budgets, potential 
withdrawal from NAFTA...if  press 
reports are to be believed (and cue 
the folks who call all reputable media 
“fake news”) the most powerful man in 
the world was not in urgent meetings 
regarding any of  it, but was instead 
sitting in his residence until 12 noon 
watching TV and the breathless news 
coverage of  the various indictments of  
members of  his campaign team.

Watching TV.
Well, I guess I can kind of  understand 

that because it does seem like reality 
is in fact  a very badly written drama, 
replete with a few no name actors – 
Papadopoulous?, and some very bad 
acting…Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
pronouncements that there’s nothing 
to see and all is well, as a case in point.

It’s been an extraordinary 24 hours 
in US political history.  And as the 
days and weeks unfold there is sure to 
be even more drama – good, bad and 
ugly – to come.  Despite the Trumpists 
protestations to the contrary, there is 
most definitely some there, there.

But for the rest of  us who are not 
Americans, what if  anything does it 
mean?  Nothing? Or something more 
serious or sinister even?

Our neighbours to the south have 
always done things their own way, so is 
this yet another instance where we can 
watch from a distance, assured of  our 
self-righteous position of  politically 
moral superiority?  Can we be smug in 
our belief  that we are nothing like the 
crazy

I think not, folks.  While our media 
may not cover things to the same 
excruciatingly degree of  detail as the 
American (and British) media do, and 
our political class is not subject to 
the same level of  insane trolling that 
American politicians are, (To the best 
of  my knowledge, Trudeau, Harper 
and the like don’t have their our own 
Roger Stone twittering away at them), 
that doesn’t mean that we are pure as 
the driven snow.

Bribery scandals and quid pro 
quo.  Deleted emails and smashed 
motherboards.  Fake Facebook 
accounts and disinformation 
campaigns.  Sound familiar?

Politics has always been rough and 
tumble, but it has gone from being 
coarse to being (allegedly) criminal.  
How and who are we supposed to have 
faith in our leaders when they seem 
hell bent on sticking it to the other guy 
rather than serving us?

 I’ve made this point before, but as 
it is timely, I will make it again. Win at 
all costs is not governing. It is a zero 
sum game where everyone loses.

Starting in the 2018 – 2022 term, 
Council will consist of a Mayor and just six Councillors. 

Should Aurora consider making these  
six positions full time?
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Continued on page 7

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

Wood • Gas • Fireplaces • stoves
1324 Wellington St. W., King City  905-727-2392

RADIANT HEAT – Radiant heat satisfies human comfort 
with up to 25% less energy than warm air systems. Ra-
diant heat replaces the chill lost to cold windows and walls. 
Valor can reduce your energy bill and increase your 
overall comfort.

HEAT DURING A POWER FAILURE – Valor fireplaces are 
fully functional heaters that don’t use electricity. The 
perfect mixture of radiant and convective heat. No need 
for a noisy, inefficient fan. No power, no problem with Valor.

 12925 Yonge St, Richmond Hill  
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com   

OakRidgesRetirement.com

So many of our residents tell us that it just 
“felt right” when they walked in the doors 

at Oak Ridges and got that “welcome 
home” feeling. Choosing the right 

residence can be just that easy! Experience 
that Oak Ridges feeling for yourself! 

Arrange a personal visit by calling Kristen 
or Catherine at (905) 773-4220.

Some things
just feel right.

Rates staRting  
fROm $3580.00

Please join us in welcoming highly acclaimed Chef Josie Pontarelli & Sommelier 
Christine Pollard who recreated resident-inspired recipes for the calendar. This event 
is an exclusively RSVP celebration. to reserve your attendance please contact 
Kristen or Catherine at 905-773-4220 by november 12th. 

Saturday, November 25 • 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Celebration of inaugural Recipe 
Heritage Community Calendar

5821.indd   1 17-10-26   10:53 PM

Celebrating two decades 
of outstanding service

Veterans Affairs
Canada

Authorized Provider

….ooooops!
Feeling like a  
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved  
one now- or, in planning for the future?

I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!

So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…

I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!

We have been helping seniors and their families like 
you for almost two decades—and, these years give us 
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much 
understand your situation and to provide you with the 
highest standard of compassionate and professional 
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique 
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care 
for your loved one at an affordable cost.

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care  
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca 
www.LAServices.ca

Return of winter parking restrictions prompts call for 
alternative solutions

By Brock Weir

On-street parking will once again 
be prohibited between 2 a.m. and 6 
a.m. starting November 15 following a 
Council decision last week.

After a pilot program last year paved 
the way for on-street parking during 

winter months except in cases of  
announced snow events, Aurora will be 
reverting to restricting parking on all 
Town streets between 2 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
to allow snow clearing. 

While the Town’s Bylaw Department 
will only enforce the bylaw when snow 
plows are out on the job and their blades 

are on the ground, non-snow events will 
see the department “educate” drivers 
parked on the road when snow clearing 
is not taking place.

Reverting back to previous standards 
follows a report on the pilot project 
which outlined a number of  problems 
that might be encountered should the 
pilot project continue. These, as The 
Auroran reported last week, included 
the timely clearing of  the roads to 
concerns offered by businesses on 
patrons being unable to park on the 
street and come in to shop after a snow 
event had been called during the day.

“Staff  [have] stated that to provide 
the best possible service for snow 
clearing we need to revert back to that 
overnight restriction,” said Councillor 
Tom Mrakas. “I think that is a very 
important thing for us to remember. 
The bigger issue is making sure we 
provide the best possible service when 
it comes to snow clearing for our 
residents. We have to make sure these 
streets are clear and safe.”

From the outset, Councillor Mrakas 
said he saw two separate issues on the 
table: first, removing the snow itself  
and, secondly, addressing a parking 
issue. 

Residents, he said, have “legitimate 
concerns” about being able to park on 
the streets overnight during the winter 
in circumstances where they have no 
room to park elsewhere. 

“Quite frankly, I think it is a [planning 
issue],” he said. “Past Councils have 
allowed certain developments with 
not enough parking spaces, but we are 
where we are and there isn’t enough 
parking for some residents.”

Bringing up a suggestion made 
earlier this term by Councillor Harold 
Kim which would see a “just in time” 
parking solution whereby residents 
would be able to get overnight parking 
permits through the Town’s website 
or an app, he said this would be a good 
alternative to explore down the line. 

This solution could soon be in 
the offing. According to Techa van 
Leeuwen, Aurora’s Director of  

Customer Service, the software to 
bring something like this into place is a 
capital project in the 2018 Budget. Once 
approved, she said it’s a system which 
could be implemented fairly quickly. 

For Council at large, however, the 
pros of  reverting back to the previous 
system outweighed the cons. 

“This is a very logical way to go for us 
compared to what happened last year,” 
said Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “It 
was nice that you could park any time 
when there wasn’t any snow, but the 
second something happened, we would 
have a situation come up where we had 
to get off  the roads and it really did 
impact every single snow notification. 
Going back to this is fine, but hopefully 
there will be some Just in Time parking 
to help those people in preparation for 
the future.”

Added Councillor Jeff  Thom: “A 
lot of  residents were in favour of  the 
pilot project and I think they were in 
favour of  it for reasons other than snow 
clearing, but staff  made it pretty clear 
that the best time to clear snow [is 
between] 2 – 6 a.m. The best efforts are 
going to be made every night when it 
snows to clear those roads.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Paul Pirri, it is Council’s mandate 
to do what is best for the community 
as a whole and although reverting 
back to the previous system “will 
inconvenience a few people” it is indeed 
best for the community.

“What is most important to me is that 
at 7.30 in the morning when people are 
going off  to work [they] can exit their 
subdivisions, get to work safely without 
any snow, not have to worry about 
whether or not their neighbour had to 
take their car off  the road overnight, 
or their streets are well plowed,” he 
said. “I think this is the best option. It 
disappoints us when this happens, but 
ultimately it happens fairly often. There 
is always someone inconvenienced by 
some decisions, but ultimately I think 
this is for the good of  the Town.”

A similar view was offered by 
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Richmond Hill’s co-ed, JK-12 independent 
day school, nestled in the Oak Ridges 

Moraine at 11300 Bayview Avenue. 
Admissions: 905-737-1115

HTS.ON.CA/TAKEATOUR

Our drama, visual arts, media and music teachers ignite a 
creative energy in our students that provides a nurturing 
environment for self expression. Join us at our next Open 
House to see for yourself. Give us two hours and we’ll 
give you a lifetime in return.

Visit HTS.ON.CA/TAKEATOUR for details.

OPEN HOUSE DATES:
Middle School - Wed. Nov. 8,  2017  7:00pm–9:00pm
Senior School - Thurs. Dec. 7, 2017  7:00pm–9:00pm
General Open House - Wed. Apr. 11, 2018  10:00am–12:00pm

Can’t make one of these dates? 
Book a Tuesday Tour, 9:00am–11:00am 

MORE THAN
A SCHOOL
WE INSPIRE Creativity

*Some conditions may apply

VICTOR CHETCUTI
Sales Representative

NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive 
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by 
visiting: www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 

ID# 2072 
For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation 

Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

believed, at the time, reducing the size 
of  Council should go hand in hand with 
implementing a ward system, a further 
referendum question in 2014 which 
was rejected by voters. “For me, [this 
reduction] provides an accountability 
to my community and my area. I would 
love to pave the road in the next couple 
of  terms to become a very powerful 
Council [with wards]. I think this is 
step one and then onto step two.”

Speaking in favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Paul Pirri reiterated his 
previous position, inviting his fellow 
Council members to offer why they had 
a change of  heart.

“I don’t understand why people 
may or may not have changed their 
minds on the issue,” he said. “If  people 
can rationalize that, great; there’s 
absolutely no need to, but I think this 
is the second time we’re looking at this 
and I would like to understand what 
the change is.”

That change was clear for Councillor 
Michael Thompson, who said the 
intervening years have allowed him 
more time to speak to lawmakers 
in other towns and cities, finding 75 
per cent of  Ontario municipalities 
operate with less than nine members 
of  Council.

“Talking about how best to move 
forward and be effective in our 
governance got me rethinking the 
question. At this point I do have a 
changing viewpoint,” he said, adding 
an article in the Harvard Business 

Review on the “Rule of  Seven” in 
decision-making, whereby each 
person added above seven reduces 
effectiveness by 10 per cent, also held 
sway on his thinking.

Councillor Tom Mrakas also said his 
viewpoint had changed after speaking 
with other communities.

“I think over [the last] three years 
I have come to the realization this is 
probably the best thing for the residents 
and the Town to move forward and 
it would allow us to have the most 
efficient and effective governance 
for our community,” said Councillor 
Mrakas.

A change of  heart, however, was not 
on the table from Councillor Jeff  Thom, 
who said Aurora has had eight Council 
members for decades and it is a system 
which has served the community well.

“More representation, more views 
and more voices at the table is better, 
especially as our population grows 
[to] 80,000 people by 2041, and that 
is the minimum,” he said. “The 
Province and the Federal Government 
have increased the size of  both 
the Provincial Legislature and the 
House of  Commons over the last few 
years…and, in my opinion, more 
representation and more voices at the 
table is a good thing.

“Concentrating power in a few 
people and, in my opinion, reducing 
the elected voices at the table is the 
wrong way to go.”

He was joined in opposition by 
Councillor Gaertner, who underscored 

the low voter turnout in 2014. Aside 
from that, she contended there is still 
more “public work” that needs to be 
done before moving in this direction.

“This has been a very unusual 
Council, a great Council in that 
everybody attends most of  the time, but 
that isn’t always the case,” she said. “If  
you take it down to six, you might have 
five or four Councillors and the Mayor 
making most of  the decisions. I think 
we have to take that into account. I 
think when the [referendum] question 
was asked there were no parameters 
around it. I think a lot of  people 
said, ‘Six Councillors? Good, that’s 
going to save us some money!’ I don’t 
know if  that is the truth or not, but 
it is something I did hear from a lot 
of  people. I would be in favour of  six 
full time Councillors, but I am not in 
favour of  six part-time Councillors.

“I feel very strongly about not 
reducing the number of  Councillors. 

I know I am in a minority here, but 
I have been around for a long time. 
In my opinion, that best serves the 
municipality.”

Those who supported shrinking 
Council size, on the other hand, said 
these details can be worked out as time 
moves on. 

Councillor John Abel, for instance, 
said compensation and moving 
towards a ward system are still on the 
table, but it is Council’s “duty” to move 
forward. 

“I am very comfortable moving 
forward into the new year with six,” 
said Councillor Abel. “I think it is 
our role to set the table for the next 
term. There are a number of  reasons 
I am in favour of  it, but I do believe we 
will be better served if  we can make 
it a little more competitive and offer 
a little more compensation, and also 
if  everyone has a ward system I think 
our residents would be better served.”

Council reduction leaves door open for future wards: Lawmakers

Councillor Michael Thompson who 
said staff  were tasked to come back 
with an assessment of  the pilot once it 
was completed, and this is the result of  
that assessment. 

“Staff  stated in their report that 
reinstating the overnight parking 
restrictions with revised education 
and enforcement efforts would better 
serve the residents and, to me, that is 
based on their professional opinion, 

their conclusion, and I support their 
reasoning and the end result.”

It might not, however, be the end of  
the story.

Councillor Harold Kim told staff  
and his fellow Councillors he wanted to 
discover a “happy medium.”

“Given that snow events only happen 
six to eight days out of  the year, and due 
to economic forces, not every family 
can have three or four parking spaces,” 
he said.

Winter parking takes over November 15
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BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

FREE WORKSHOP: NOVEMBER 9TH 
IN AURORA

See article this page.

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

UP TO MONTHS

NOW GET 0% FINANCING FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS O.A.C 
ON THIS YEAR’S WIDEST SELECTION OF 2017s

COME FOR THE LINEUP. 
       STAY FOR THE INNOVATION.

EXTENDED TO OCTOBER 2

ArtResolution
Graphic Design
Fine Art
Photography
Available for freelance projects 
Call 416-529-1305

www.artresolution.ca
   Brochures
 Websites
 Logos 
 Letterhead
 Advertising
 Signs
 Banners
 Magazines
 Reports
 Forms

Over 10 years 
of experience!

Architecture         
Designers l Builders l Construction l Magazine                                 January 2013 Edition

How Sculpture Influences Architects
By Edith Sampson, Architect

Artist and Architects of Change
Commentary Paris News 

Simply Art, Design or Function?
Editor Charles Francois

Feature Article
The Louvre Museum - Paris

    AquaticShelter
The Lily Pad plays an important role in the ecologialc health of pond life, water and air. 

          Oxygen 
Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.

          Environment
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk of 
species extinction increases as pond density 
declines.(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because 
different types of ponds will support character-
istic flora and fauna dependent on their origin 
and local environmental factors such as sub

          Aquatic Shelter
You may have seen cartoons showing large 
frogs and other pond creatures resting on the 
pad, but typically they only hold very small 
toads and insects. Small fish like to hide 
under these pads. because different types of 
ponds will support characteristic flora and 
fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as substrate, water-
source and surrounding habitat. 

          Food fo Mammals
The New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation notes that lily pads are 
not a main food source for wildlife, but ducks 
and geese will eat the berries. Small mammals 
like muskrat, beaver and porcupine will some-
times eat a lily pad, but this is not usually their 
main food source. It is difficult to be specific 
about what defines a ‘good’ pond for wildlife 
because different types of ponds will support 
characteristic flora and fauna dependent on 

http://www.ehow.com/
facts_7226530_infor-
mation-lily-pads-ponds.
html#ixzz2H3J7wRUE
Information on Lily Pads 
for Ponds By Brenda 
Christian, eHow 
Contributor

The  Lily Pad
          Aesthetics  

Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.  species 
extinction increases as pond density declines.
(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because different 
types of ponds will support characteristic flora 
and fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as sub

          Life Cycle
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk.

DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE
EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Chamber’s new Executive Director looks forward to 
meeting business community

By Brock Weir 

What you get out of  the Chamber 
is what you put into it, according to 
Sandra Ferri.

The newly minted Executive Director 
of  the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
says it is important for the Chamber to 
work hard for the business community 
but, it is also incumbent upon the 
business community to let the Chamber 
know what their needs are and how 
they can help.

With just two weeks on the job, Ms. 
Ferri is looking forward to a number of  
meet and greet sessions with Chamber 
members, and the business community 
as a whole beginning this Friday, 
November 3, from 10 – 11 a.m. at the 
Chamber Office. 

“I want to better understand what 
our members’ needs are and I want to 
look at what our current offerings are to 
them and make sure they are in synch,” 
she says. “If  we find there are any gaps, 
hopefully I will be able to identify and 
implement some other options and 
solutions they will see as supporting 
their business in Aurora.”

Ms. Ferri comes to Aurora with 
more than 30 years experience in 
educational publishing, where she held 

senior management positions. After 
leaving the corporate world, Ms. Ferri 
focused her attention on her role as an 
Executive Business Coach and an avid 
volunteer with the Vaughan Chamber 
of  Commerce, where she served on the 
Board of  Directors and on committees 
ranging from Membership to Marketing, 
to Finance to Government Relations. 

“My experience working with the 
Vaughan Chamber really brought out 
my passion for business,” she says. 
“It is a very different community 
than Aurora in terms of  the size and 
number of  businesses, but there are 
similarities for sure. There are a lot 
of  entrepreneurial businesses and I 
think there is the sense of  building a 
community for business people, along 
with celebrating business within the 
community and helping build business 
to grow and prosper. 

“Being with the Vaughan Chamber 
allowed me to use the skills I developed 
over 30 years in the corporate world to 
both support the Chamber and support 
business endeavours. Here in Aurora, 
I felt this opportunity was a really 
good fit for my skill set and what I had 
to offer. It led into my passion, which 
is supporting business and helping 
others. As a certified coach, I love to 
help people, I love to help business, and 
that is what the Chamber is all about.”

As she familiarizes herself  with the 
Aurora business community, Ms. Ferri 
says she sees a network that is strong 
where people are “very interested in 

sharing and helping each other” and 
those are ties she wants to strengthen 
even more through her work.

“People have been extremely nice 
and welcoming to me, and they are very 
happy to have an Executive Director in 
place again at the Aurora Chamber,” she 
says. “They have embraced me and that 
certainly makes my job easier. I think 
my mandate is probably the same as 
the past Executive Director, which is to 
grow the Chamber and make sure we’re 
meeting the needs of  our members and 
to collaborate and build relationships 
not only with our members, but 
government and other Chambers. 

“I believe I will be looking through 
my lens and through the community 
lens to try and see where we match, 
where we have some things we want 
to change, and I will be prepared to 
do that once I have a better sense of  
what the community needs. With every 
Chamber, you get out of  the Chamber 
what you put into it, so I think if  you 
really want a Chamber that is working 
hard for you, then it is incumbent upon 
the members to come and let us know 
what they need and give us a chance to 
support them in any way we can – and 
we can only do that if  we hear from 
them.”

ON THE JOB – Sandra Ferry, the newly-minted  
Executive Director of the Aurora Chamber of 
Commerce, attends the Chamber’s Tech Expo last  
month.                               Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Advertorial

You’re invited! – Workshop: November 9th
New “Stress Test” an Opportunity for Investors 

Last week, the Offi ce of  Superintendent 
of  Financial Institutions (OSFI) published 
revised “stress test” guidelines aimed at 
qualifying requirements for home owners 
who have uninsured mortgages.

This is expected to have an impact on 
borrowing and create an opportunity for 
investors to earn between 8% and 12% 
annually on private mortgages.

Borrowers with a down pay-
ment or equity in their home 
of  under 20% of  its value 
must purchase mort-
gage insurance, such as 
CMHC insurance. This 
insurance protects 
the lender, not the 
homeowners.

Uninsured mortgag-
es, where the homeowner 
has equity in the home of  
more than 20% of  its value, are 
not required to have this insurance.

The new stress test for uninsured mort-
gages is meant to ensure that the borrow-
er would be able to service the loan if  in-
terest rates become higher than they are 
today.

The borrower has to qualify for the 
loan using the greater of:

• the 5 year Bank of  Canada 
benchmark rate (currently 4.89%)

• the rate in the mortgage contract 
plus 2%

The higher the rate, the more income 
required or higher equity to be injected.

Here is a case study of  the poten-
tial impact to a typical borrower:  A 
couple in the Greater Toronto Area wish 
to purchase a home for $1,000,000 and 
use a $200,000 down payment.  They need 
an $800,000 fi rst mortgage (uninsured) 
and are quoted a rate of  3.39%. They 
currently make $150,000 combined annual 
income and qualify for this loan.

Under the new rules effective Janu-
ary 1, 2018, the couple would not quali-
fy for this loan. In fact, they would need 
to prove an extra $25,000 in combined 
annual income for the same loan. 
Alternatively, they would have to provide 
additional equity of  $125,000 (total equity 
of  $325,000).  They could be required to 
seek a private mortgage to cover the 
shortfall.

Each government policy has 
unintended consequences. The draft-

ers of  these regulations likely did not 
consult a mortgage broker or a borrow-
er to determine the impact to a typical 
borrower from an arbitrary stress test.

“We expect signifi cant pain to 
homeowners in terms of  borrowing abili-
ty and to the real estate market in general. 
The ability to access credit is critical for 
the real estate market” says Paolo Abate, 
CEO of  UNION Capital Lending.

  For those wanting to learn 
more, there will be a free 

workshop on November 
9th in Aurora. Investors 
will learn how to get in-
volved, and how to examine 
private mortgage deals in 
order to maximize returns 
and reduce risk.

“We anticipate a pleth-
ora of  private mortgage 

investment opportunities in 2018 
for the average investor with cash or an 
RRSP,” said Victor Camba, a mortgage 
agent at UNION Capital Lending who 
specializes in matching borrowers with 
individual investors. “They will obtain 
similar benefi ts that banks enjoy, such as 
predictable and stable monthly cash fl ow, 
and ‘bricks and mortar’ security.”

For those who want to invest in real 
estate, register online to attend the free 
workshop. Seating is limited to the fi rst 25 
people who register.

REGISTER TODAY TO ATTEND 

Date:  Thursday, November 9th 
 at 7pm
Where: Aurora Town Hall
 Leksand Room
 100 John West Way, 
 Aurora
Cost:  Complimentary

Snacks and refreshments will be served.

Register Online
nov9-lending.eventbrite.ca

Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortgageInvesting

Email:  
victor.camba@unioncapital.ca
Call:  416-435-8340

Victor Camba is the Director of  Business 
Development, Lending for UNION Capital 
Management. Mortgage Brokerage Lic# 10318 
- Mortgage Agent Lic#M14001907
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational 
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972  www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

Introducing Three NEW Introducing Three NEW Introducing Three NEW 
Entrance Scholarships Entrance Scholarships Entrance Scholarships 
The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased 
to announce the creation of the to announce the creation of the to announce the creation of the 
York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available 
to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School 
students starting in 2018-19. This students starting in 2018-19. This students starting in 2018-19. This 
renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide 
support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and 
additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their 
high school career. The York high school career. The York high school career. The York 
Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to 
students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, 
as well as a demonstrated and as well as a demonstrated and as well as a demonstrated and 
balanced approach toward balanced approach toward balanced approach toward 
academics, the arts and athletics. academics, the arts and athletics. academics, the arts and athletics. 
To learn more, visit To learn more, visit To learn more, visit www.cds.on.www.cds.on.www.cds.on.
ca/yorkscholarshipbursaryca/yorkscholarshipbursaryca/yorkscholarshipbursary

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE  |  Thursday, November 16, 9 am – 11 am  

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

CDS_KWS_2017-10-27_FINAL.indd   1 2017-09-22   9:18 AM

Government should have acted sooner on NAFTA, says Scheer
By Brock Weir 

Making inroads with American 
companies is more valuable than 
“lecturing” Donald Trump on trade 
issues, according to Conservative 
Leader Andrew Scheer.

The Leader of  the Opposition sat down 
with The Auroran last week on a visit to 
Newmarket-Aurora to discuss a number 
of  issues facing the Government today, 
not the least of  which is the ongoing 
renegotiation of  North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with the 
U.S. Government.

“If  there is one area I sympathise with 
the Liberal Government, it would be 
these trade talks because Donald Trump 
is approaching these in a much different 
fashion than previous presidents have, 
far more protectionist rhetoric, and I 
think that would be a challenge for any 
government of  any political stripe,” he 
said. “But, we do think the Government 
should have taken this more seriously 
earlier on and that some of  the things 
that seem to have blindsided the 
government, there were signals earlier 
on that it was coming.

“We’re going to continue to just put 
pressure on and make sure that they 
are focused on actual market access 
issues and not getting sidetracked and 
ultimately do everything we can outside 
of  Canada to present that united voice 
and make the case for Canada.”

Mr. Scheer was in Newmarket-Aurora 
on Friday morning to tour Newmarket’s 
CPG Aerospace, accompanied by former 
Conservative MPs Lois Brown and 
Costas Menegakis. CPG Aerospace, 
recently recognized as leader by the 
Newmarket Chamber of  Commerce, 
employs over 40 jobs in the area and is a 
success story that “we need to replicate 
across the country,” said Scheer. 

Aerospace is just one sector, however, 
that can be impacted by NAFTA talks, 
along with the auto industry and, for 
Aurora, home to Magna International 
and a number of  other auto parts 
companies, that is of  particular concern.

“It is critically important that we 
don’t allow non-tariff  barriers to creep 
in and what has been proposed, which 

is basically a significant elevation in the 
percentage of  content for automobiles 
to cross into the US tariff  free, is very 
alarming and we have committed, as 
the Conservative Party, to work with the 
Government to do everything we can to 
make the case for Canada when we’re in 
the U.S.,” he said.

“We are holding the Liberals to 
account to make sure they are focused 
in these trade talks on actual market 
issues, on trade access, not to get side-
tracked on other types of  things that 
don’t have to do with keeping the border 
open. We’re also encouraging them to 
do more to engage US companies who 
have jobs in the US thanks to trade 
with Canada, because we believe that 
is more effective than lecturing Donald 
Trump on the benefits of  a free market 
economy, and that is to get Americans to 
put pressure on their congressmen and 
women and senators in key districts and 
swing states to tell the story about how 
jobs can be lost in the US if  that border 
thickens or ultimately is closed.

“[With the] auto sector, we recognize 
it is hugely important and we are going 
to continue to stand up for it to make 

sure this Liberal  government does 
everything it can to protect the jobs we 
have here and keep our market access.”

Nevertheless, Mr. Scheer said the 
Conservatives remain “concerned” with 
the length of  time it took the Government 
to bring forward their NAFTA policies. 
The U.S. Government, he said, came out 
with their list of  nearly 100 priorities 
over the summer.

The Leader of  the Opposition’s stop 
in Newmarket-Aurora was a visit to a 
riding which was, until the last Federal 
Election, a riding which went “blue for 
two out of  the three previous elections. 

When asked how he plans on restoring 
some of  the party’s traction within the 
GTA, Mr. Scheer said “it starts with all 
the seats we held up in the last election.

“We have got good people, good MPs 
who did a good job and in a lot of  cases 
the MPs that we lost in the last election 
actually got more votes than they did 
in 2011,” he said. “It was not, I believe, 
any reflection on the individuals 
themselves; it was more a wave that 
was coming through. What I am sensing 
more and more is that people who voted 
for Justin Trudeau the last time are 

realizing that his policies are actually 
hurting the people he claims to help. 
When he says he is going to help the 
middle class and then attacks business 
owners who employ 40 people here of  
good paying jobs, the middle class isn’t 
better off  when you have more people 
who own companies like this have to 
pay a higher tax bill, and then end up 
reducing their staff  in order to find 
the money to pay the government, that 
doesn’t help anybody.

“More and more people are 
realising… a lot of  promises were 
made in the last election. He tapped 
into something in the last election but 
is it actually delivering anything that 
is improving people’s lives? I think in 
the GTA, the more the Prime Minister 
makes it harder to create jobs, create 
opportunities, the more people realise 
that their financial security is at risk 
because of  decisions this government, 
the more likely we’re going to have a 
message that will resonate with people. 
“

The Auroran’s interview with 
Andrew Scheer will continue next 
week.

Conservative Leader Andrew Scheer meets with the owners of CPG Aerospace on Friday during a stop in the Newmarket-Aurora riding. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
All tickets non-refundable  HST applicable on tickets

concert concertNovember 3    8pm November 10  8pm December 7   8pm   concert

Seniors/Students: $28     Adults: $34 Tickets $30 advance | $35 Day of Concert Tickets $30 advance | $35 Day of Concert

Gryphon Trio
“This is a piano trio that 
plays with strength and 
unanimity…big, bold, 

almost orchestral 
performances” 

     – The Los Angeles Times

Gallery launch tonight at 6pm!      Generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert Kraft Generously sponsored by          

Rémi Bolduc 
Jazz Ensemble

Presents

Swingin’ 
with Oscar2018 season announced Nov 3!

Sultans of String 
Present

A Christmas 
Caravan

Favourite holiday music 
with a global fl air

Juno Award-winning

Gallery Gift Shop Open
at the Aurora Cultural Centre 

For tickets/info: 905 713-1818

&Live Music

Events

Subscription 
Series

Nov. 16-26
Playing at the 

Newmarket Theatre

Order tickets online at newtix.ca or by phone 
at 905-713-1040

Apr. 5-15. '18

Buy both shows and SAVE! 
Adult $52  Senior 65+/Child 12- $48

Single Tickets - Adult $29, Senior 65+/Child 12- $27, Groups 10+ $25 

Celebrate what makes your community great.Celebrate what makes your community great.

Sponsored by:

The Ontario Junior Citizen Awards 
celebrate incredible youth. 
Do you know someone who is involved in worthwhile 
community service, is contributing while living with a 
limitation, has performed a heroic act, demonstrates 
individual excellence, or is going above and beyond to  
help others? If so, nominate them today! 

Nominations are open until November 30, 2017. Forms 
and information are available from this newspaper, and 
from the Ontario Community Newspapers Association 
at ocna.org/juniorcitizen.

Nominate 
a Junior Citizen.

ONTARIO 
JUNIOR CITIZEN

AWARDS

Nadine Carter 
Stouffville, ON 
2016 Ontario 
Junior Citizen

Nadine’s efforts 
to lobby for a 
forgotten WW1 
hero resulted 
in a weekend-
long celebration, 
historic plaques 
being placed in 
his honour, and a 
new marker being 
placed on Captain 
Brown’s previously 
unmarked grave.
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Libman to share harrowing story of survival for 
Holocaust Education Week

By Brock Weir

To this day, Faigie Libman can’t bring 
herself  to own a pair of  white gloves.

As a child growing up in Lithuania 
during the Second World War, her young 
life – and those of  her family members 
– were turned upside down on June 4, 
1941 when government directives came 
down ordering her family, and countless 
others, into a ghetto.

Life was bad in the ghetto, she says, 
but it soon became a lot worse when her 
family was ordered out to Democracy 
Square to be counted. 

The sight of  the official standing on 
the mound, holding a whip in his white-
gloved hand, a dog at his side, is a picture 

still vivid in her mind, as he divided 
her family up into different camps, 
Faigie and grandmother and parents, 
separated from her grandfather and 
aunt.

Their first stop was a labour camp 
where children were often left behind 
with the elderly who couldn’t work as 
they set out for their forced labour. 

“One day, my mother was waking 
me early, early in the morning and she 
said she had permission to take me to 
work with her,” Ms. Libman recalled 
in a video shared by the Friends of  
Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust 
Studies last year. “I went with the men 
in the trucks far away from the labour 
camp to work at the aerodrome. We were 

there for the whole day and I remember 
very late at night we were taken back 
into the labour camp. I will remember 
as long as I live what greeted us as we 
got into that labour camp. I can still in 
my head hear the wailing.

“What happened that day when I 
was at work with all the men and my 
mother, trucks came and collected all 
the children and all the old people. 
It was labelled the Kinderaction and 
without even knowing I am sure the 
parents knew where those trucks went. 
The word Auschwitz, everyone heard 
without any communications and later 
on the parents found out they were all 
taken to Auschwitz. To this day I do not 
have one friend from my youth.”

Ms. Libman will share her harrowing 
story of  survival with the Aurora 
community next Thursday, November 
9, to mark Holocaust Education Week.

The Aurora United Church will host 
Ms. Libman from 7 – 9 p.m. at Trinity 
Anglican Church, where she will speak 
of  her experiences in the Kovno Ghetto, 
slave labour and concentration camps. 

Aurora United Church is just one 
community group holding special 
events to commemorate Holocaust 
Education Week.

Activities begin Tuesday, November 
7, from 7 – 9 p.m. as Amnesty 
International Aurora-Newmarket 
welcomes guest speaker and human 
rights expert Professor Lee Jacobs of  
York University.

The topic of  his conversation is, 
“The Holocaust & Human Rights: What 
Rights Jews Lost in WWII, the Impact 
of  the Holocaust on the Passing of  an 
International Human Rights Charter, 
and the Legacy of  Both.” The talk will 
also take place at Trinity Anglican 
Church (79 Victoria Street).

Both events are free and open to the 
public. 

“I go now from school to school, 
they send me and I do not say no,” Ms. 
Libman shared with the Centre. “I go 
because I want to speak to young people 
and we have to tell people what Hitler 
did. My motto is: If  there is hatred in 
your heart there is no room for love.”

SUPPORTING ROSE OF SHARON – Anna Pavan, Executive Director of Rose of Sharon Services for Young 
Mothers, along with Board Chair Susan LaRosa accept a cheque from Mayor Geoff Dawe on Wednesday, 
proceeds from the Mayor’s Annual Charity Golf Classic.                                        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Meet thousands of animals. Watch live shows.
Learn how the food you love gets from the farm to your table.

Taste the very best in local food. And so much more!

DISCOVER YOUR
FULL DAY OF FUN!

TAKE      AND  DIRECTLY TO EXHIBITION PLACE.

OPENS TOMORROW
TICKETS AT 

ROYALFAIR.ORG

FAMILY 
COMBO

$94*‡
ONLY

ROYAL +

ADULT COMBO
$38.50†‡

ONLY

ROYAL +

* Two adults and two youth under 18.  †One adult. Price includes HST. Service fee not included. ‡Includes Fair General Admission and GO round trip fare.

Kids whip up healthy options as Food Network  
gets back to basics

By Brock Weir 

Forget pumpkin spice, it was all 
about the smells of  apple and cinnamon 
at the York Region Food Network last 
Friday as local kids spent their October 
P.A. day whipping up healthy snack 
options.

The York Region Food Network 
(YRFN), in conjunction with Windfall 
Ecology Centre’s Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge, was a veritable 
kitchen stadium as a dozen local 
elementary schools spent their P.A. Day 
split up into two groups, led by Chef  
Maxine Knight, to put their very best 
spins on stuffed apples and muffins. 

It is the latest program in Aurora to 
get kids to turn off  their smartphones 
and put down the game controllers and 
step into the kitchen. 

“We have been doing family cooking 
classes with the Town of  Aurora and 
it went great, but we had some extra 
resources left over and wanted to 
explore our different cooking options,” 
said Windfall’s Kathleen Ko. “The 
kids love it and the parents love it for 
the kids as well. The YRFN has been 
a great partner already, so we reached 
out to them and asked them if  they 
would help us put together something 
and they came up with the idea for 
healthy snacks, which fits in perfectly. 

“We know that a lot of  calories the 
kids consume are from snacks outside 
of  mealtime, so it is really important to 
not focus just on what kids are eating at 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, but what 
they are eating between all of  those 
meals.”

This was equally important to the 
parents in attendance as well. 

Lisa Meglio, for instance, grew up 
with parents who had restaurants. Hers 
was not a fast food upbringing and, as a 
parent, they are roots that continue to 
support a new generation.

“We try to foster healthy choices at 
home and we’re always talking about 
it,” said Lisa. “I thought it would be a 
nice opportunity for [my daughter] to 
work with some other kids, do some 
cooking, learn some healthy eating 
facts and maybe walk away with the 
ability to help at home in the kitchen a 
little bit more.

“We talk a lot about menus every 
week, I get their input on what they 
would like in their lunches and dinners, 
and we work together to make sure 
that choices are healthy and grounded. 
Growing up with parents who had 
restaurants, it was grounded in me, 
and it is just instinctively handed off  
to them. They were very aware that 
everything comes from cooking at 
home. We kind of  keep it clean and 
cook at home, and my hope is [the kids] 
will walk away from this and keep 
things up.”

It seems like a basic philosophy, and 
it is, but it is a philosophy that is very 
much a part of  both the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge and the York 
Region Food Network.

While the P.A. Day cooking program 
will return to the York Region 
Food Network on the next P.A. Day, 
November 24, the Food Network will 
be going back to basics the previous 

Tuesday, November 21, with a morning 
of  conversation about food skills, food 
waste, and food insecurity.

Running from 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Newmarket Community Centre & 
Lions Hall, the event will highlight food 
as a basic human right but a human 
right that is at the centre of  “many of  
our community’s most pressing issues, 
including health, environment, and 
income.”

“This event will explore the 
importance of  basic food skills in 
improving nutrition and reducing food 
waste and the need for basic income to 
impact food insecurity,” say organizers.

The event is free, will include food 
skill demonstrations, and lunch will be 
provided.

To register, visit food4change_
backtobasics.eventbrite.com or call the 
York Region Food Network at 905-841-
3101.

Chef Maxine Knight leads Aurora kids through a lesson on making healthy snacks – muffins and baked 
apples – at the York Region Food Network. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

One Stop Shop 
supports mental 
health

By Brock Weir

Hallowe’en is just starting to fade 
into memory for another year, but if  
you’re ready to get started on your 
Christmas shopping, consider heading 
up to Newmarket this Saturday. 

Aurora resident Judy Brunton 
is once again hosting a “One Stop 
Shopping” event supporting the 
Canadian Mental Health Association 
in York and South Simcoe. 
Featuring over 40 vendors, a silent 
auction, and much more, all proceeds 
from the $2 entrance fee will support 
the Association.

“I have been fundraising for the 
Canadian Mental Health Association – 
York & South Simcoe for four years now 
and I organize a number of  third party 
fundraisers in order to raise as much 
awareness and funds [as I can] for youth 
mental health,” says Ms. Brunton. “The 
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PICKERING COLLEGE
                                    Learning for Life. Creating the Future.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17 | 5:00 P.M. – 9:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18 | 10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

HOLIDAY HOME TOUR TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
PHONE: (905) 895-1700 EXT. 360
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/HHT
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Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

“It’s not about dying, it’s about living”
Doors open on 10-bed Margaret Bahen Hospice

By Brock Weir

As a palliative care doctor, Arnell 
Baguio has heard it all before.

Whether they are words of  comfort 
like, “Your job must be very difficult,” 
or more tongue-in-cheek like “Here 
comes Dr. Death,” either avenue offers a 
good chance to engage in an important 
conversation, and it is one he started on 
Wednesday night as Southlake Regional 
Health Centre formally opened the 
doors to The Margaret Bahen Hospice, 
a new ten-bed residential hospice, just 
the second residential hospice in all of  
York Region. 

Dr. Baguio, a palliative care physician 
and physician education lead for the 
Palliative Care Residency Program at 
Southlake takes on the role of  Medical 
Director at the Margaret Bahen Hospice 
for York Region.

At Wednesday’s opening, which was 

attended by Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Chris Ballard, Aurora Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, Newmarket Mayor Tony Van 
Bynen and a host of  other dignitaries, 
he told the assembled crowd he first 
experienced the world of  palliative care 
when his grandfather became ill in his 
mother’s house and they decided to 
look after him at home. 

“When the time came, I felt he 
actually died very peacefully in his 
room surrounded by the people he loved 
and that experience left a lasting impact 
on my life,” Dr. Baguio recalled. “When 
I meet patients for the first time I will 
often have to explain what palliative 
care is. It is not about death or dying, it 
is about life or living. It is a philosophy 
in care for someone who is at the most 
vulnerable part of  his or her life. The 
goal is to ensure that his or her quality 
of  life is maintained or even improved, 
free of  pain or discomfort as much 
as possible, be it physical, emotional 
or spiritual, through impeccable 
assessment, management of  symptoms 
given by an interdisciplinary team.

“I ask my patients to [imagine the 
future]: What kind of  care they would 
like when their own time would come? 
Most would tell me they would like 
to be kept as comfortable as can be 
and die peacefully in their homes, if  
possible. However, they also tell me 
although they do not fear death, what 
they fear the most is what happens 
before they do? ‘Will there be pain? 
Will I become a burden to my family? 
Will I be remembered? How will I be 
remembered?’ Patients do not want to 
leave a lasting memory of  hardship to 
their spouses or children. They would 
not want their loved ones to go through 
enormous stress and burnout about 
caring for them at home.”

And that is where the Margaret 
Bahen Hospice comes in.

The Margaret Bahen Hospice is 

the result of  the “Love Lives Here” 
campaign launched in 2014 by the 
Southlake Regional Health Centre 
Foundation.

Ground was officially broken last 
November. It was then the Foundation 
announced the new facility would 
be named in honour of  Margaret 
(Marg) Bahen, honourary chair of  
the Campaign and a resident of  King 
Township until her death shortly before 
the groundbreaking. 

She and her husband, John, were 
cited as among the most generous 
donors to the campaign which, to date, 

has raised $9 million of  their $12 million 
goal with fundraising efforts ongoing.

“It was really Margaret’s passion,” 
said Susan Mullen, President and CEO 
of  the Southlake Regional Health Centre 
Foundation. “She and her husband 
John, and then their family, really got 
behind the idea of  a residential hospice 
and worked closely with us in the very 
early days of  the planning. It is really 
thanks to them that we’re able to be 
here today.

“We’re now bringing the heart to this 
building and this is a service we’re all 
waiting for in the community.”

The facility, which was expected 
to welcome its first palliative care 
patients on November 1, boasts 10 
beds in residential suites which will 
serve as many as 250 patients and their 
families each year. Each suite features 
a spacious area for the patient’s bed, 
furniture for visiting loved ones, an 
individual garden into which the bed 
can be moved and, for the resident’s 
spouse, a Murphy bed which can be 
adjusted to the height of  the hospital 
bed.

“The Love Lives Here Campaign was 
launched by Southlake to advance a 
very urgent gap in palliative end of  life 
services in our Region,” said Dr. Baguio. 
“The Margaret Bahen Hospice is a very 
special project for our community as it 
will complete the medical journey for 
many of  us, providing comprehensive 
care from diagnosis to treatment that 
many of  the specialty services that are 
already here until the very end of  life 
which can be done here at Margaret 
Bahen. It will allow loved ones to 
remove the caregiver hat so they can 
focus on making positive and lasting 
memories.”

“I will no longer have to ask them 
to imagine what their future will be 
like,” he added, addressing donors and 
supporters. “You are all making it real 
for them and, because of  you, we can 
truly say that in our community, in this 
hospice, love lives here.”

Dr. Arnell Baguio speaks at the opening of the Margaret Bahen Hospice on Wednesday night. Dr. Baguio, a 
palliative care physician and physician education lead for the hospital’s Palliative Care Residency Program, 
takes on the role of Medical Director at the new 10-bed hospice. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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is about life or living.  

It is a philosophy in care  

for someone who is at  

the most vulnerable part  
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quality of life is maintained  
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or discomfort as much  

as possible
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Next month’s Tree Lighting just got more Christmassy
By Brock Weir

In just a couple of  weeks, Santa Claus 
will see Aurora getting its Christmas 
finery out for the annual Santa Under 
the Stars Parade, but when he returns 
for an encore at the beginning of  
December for the Town’s annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony he’ll feel even more 
at home.

Council last week decided to spruce 
up the ceremony with a slight name 
change. Out is the former “Tree 
Lighting Ceremony” and in is the 
“Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.”

It’s a small detail, to be sure, but one 
which was, according to Councillor 
Harold Kim, probably an “oversight” 
due to be corrected.

In his notice of  motion, which was 
approved 7 – 1, Councillor Kim said the 
centrepiece of  the ceremony is “well 
known to be a Christmas Tree” and the 
word “Christmas” was not included 
in its original title back in 2005 for 
“reasons unknown.”

Speaking in support of  Councillor 
Kim’s motion, Councillor Tom Mrakas 
agreed that it was time to call it what 
it is.

“At the ceremony, Santa Claus is 
there, Mrs. Claus is there, she’s reading 
‘Twas the Night before Christmas, we 
have reindeer, the Salvation Army is 
there singing Christmas carols so, to 
me, it kind of  sounds like Christmas,” 
he said. “To me, you kind of  call it like 
it is.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
offered a similar view, adding that 
Council members are on stage singing 
Christmas carols as well.

“For me, it just continues the 
celebration of  Christmas,” added 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “Usually 
the tree that is lit up at Christmastime 
is called a Christmas Tree and, for me, 
it is just a lovely clarification that it 
is a Christmas Tree and everyone is 
welcome to come and enjoy, with the 
inclusivity.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, on the other 
hand, had a differing opinion. 

“I am going to be the stick in the 
mud on this issue,” he said. “I just 
don’t understand what the point is. We 
have had an event for the last 15 years 
and I just don’t know why we’re going 
through the process of  changing the 
name that we have had for the past 15 
years. It just seems a little bit beyond 
our role as Council, to deal with policy 
issues and procedural issues, to be 
going in and changing the name of  
events.

“I think we’re, to some extent, 
overstepping our boundary. We all 
know what it is, I just don’t understand 
why we would go through the effort 
to change the name of  something. We 
have other events; we have the Easter 
Egg Hunt, a myriad of  other events, I 
just don’t understand what the problem 
is, I don’t understand what the point 

is, and I don’t understand what we’re 
fixing by doing this. 

“I am prepared to talk about how 
Christmas Trees were initially a pagan 
tradition, but I think everyone knows I 
like to deal with real, substantive issues 
and I don’t think this is one of  them.”

Councillor Kim, on the other hand, 
was prepared to defend his motion.

“I respect Councillor Pirri’s 

perspective, and I respect most of  
his perspectives, but this one I don’t 
necessarily agree with,” he said. “I do 
agree that it is not regular for Council 
to change the name of  any activity. 
However, this does kind of  stick out in 
that ceremony started 12 years ago and, 
for some reason, Christmas was left 
out. Upon investigation, I am not sure 
why, but we do understand that possibly 

an omission was made, and it is such 
an obvious omission it would just seem 
proper to correct it and that is all this is. 
I am looking forward to the Christmas 
Tree Lighting Ceremony.”

If  you’re looking forward to it as 
well, mark your calendars. It is set for 
Wednesday, December 6, from 6.30 – 
8.30 p.m. at Town Hall and the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre.

money I raise goes towards my goal for 
the Ride Don’t Hide that my son and I 
participate in every June. So far, I’ve 
raised over $40,000 over the past three 
years.

“I fundraise in honour of  my sister 
who suffers daily with a number of  
mental health illnesses, and in memory 
of  my cousin who we lost four years 
ago. My largest fundraiser is held the 
first Saturday of  every November – the 
One Stop Shopping event.”

One Stop Shopping will take place 
Saturday at the Newmarket Community 
Centre at 200 Doug Duncan Drive from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“This event boasts the ability to 
shop from over 40 vendors, bid on 
over 50 items in the silent auction and 
get pampered in the special women’s 
area,” says Ms. Brunton. “There is an 
extra fee for the women’s area, but it 
is so worth it; there are manicures, 
makeup sessions, hair cutting/styling, 
massages, photo sessions and psychic 
readings.”

Spoiler Alert: the psychic readings 
are already fully booked. But, if  you 
are a psychic looking to take part, you 
already knew that. 

For more information, visit www.
judybrunton.ca/events.

Aurora resident has 
raised over $40k  
for mental health
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Spooky surprises around every corner 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 2, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, November 2, 2017Page  14              Page 15

at HAUNTED FOREST

Try a sport
on for size...
Find out if it fits
before you commit.
Our unique “Sports Sampler” program provides
introductory training to children from grades 3 to 7.
Professional instructors teach basic skills in a fun and
non-competitive environment, where kids can build confidence
and learn to play a variety of sports – before you invest in expensive long-term programs!

Check out our upcoming sessions:
SKATING: (space still available!) Fall (4 weeks) starting November 23 Fee: $73
SWIMMING/MARTIAL ARTS:  Winter (4 weeks swimming, 4 weeks martial arts) Fee: $145
GYMNASTICS/BASKETBALL: Spring (4 weeks gymnastics, 4 weeks basketball) Fee: $145

Visit activateaurora.com/multi-sport-matters for more information, or to register.

Lessons are twice per week. This program qualifies for  ‘All Kids Can Play’ for those in need of financial support.  Contact Sport Aurora at 905-726-4776 for more info.

Sport Aurora’s Multi Sport program is proudly supported by:

AND OVER IN NEWMARKET – Things 
took a spooky turn in Newmarket in the lead-up to  
Hallowe’en as a home on Billings Crescent was 
transformed into Newmarket’s Haunted House 
Maze. The event, which also collected food  
donations, benefited Blue Door Shelters, York 
Support Services & the Newmarket Food  
Pantry. 

Opposite Page, Top Row: Isabella is thrilled to meet the Bride of Frankenstein and her beau. Five month 
old Lucy was dressed in a pungent costume for her very first Hallowe’en, escorted by “Animal Control”. 
Zombies menaced the crowds on the “scarier” path. (Second Row) Cousins Emily and Victoria Branscombe 
had a fairy good time. Isabella and Liam meet the Scooby Doo crew. (Third Row) It wasn’t your average 
Rose Ceremony. Dorothy was on the lookout for Toto. Peter Pan and Captain Hook are still locking swords. 
(Fourth Row) You should see the other guy! Ryleigh came all the way from Mississauga for some pumpkin 
bowling. Alexander was Ghostbusting left and right. (Fifth Row) Disney Princesses greeted kids on the 
less scary trail. Dean (Shark) and Dean (Lion) joined forces for some Hallowe’en games. (Sixth Row) Into 
the woods.  Tyson Morrow, Karina Hewitt and Mike Morrow made things a family affair with costumes 
spanning the decades. (Page 15, top) A ghostly – and elegant – presence. (Above) A fresh witch’s brew.  

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Second half push gives Mustangs 
basketball win over Eagles

By Jake Courtepatte

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs 
will be riding quite a high heading 
into the YRAA basketball playoffs.

The long ball was key in the 
Mustangs 46 – 36 win over the 
crosstown rival Aurora High School 
Eagles on Monday, bringing their 
record to an impressive 6-1-0 on the 
season.

A back-and-forth first half  was 
closed out with a three ball in the final 

minute, giving St. Max a 23 – 20 lead 
heading into halftime.

Continuing with more of  the same 
in the third quarter, the Mustangs 
used their league-best defense to shut 
down the Eagles scoring efforts.

With playoff  brackets yet to be set, 
the Mustangs will play host when the 
postseason begins next week. The 
bracket final is set for November 15 at 
Markham District.

The Eagles finish the regular season 
with a record of  2-6-0.

Ex-Aurora Tiger Dylan Sikura was named to Canada’s pre-Olympic team on Friday. 

                   Photo by Jim Pierce, Northeastern Athletics

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs took down the Aurora High School Eagles 46 - 36 to close out the YRAA 
regular season on Monday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

5TH annual induction Celebration
BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8th ,  2017
St. Andrew’s College

Cocktails: 6pm  |  Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: James Duthie

Live Fantasy Auction

TICKETS: $125
FOR MORE INFO:
aurorashof.ca

ashoftkt@gmail.com

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  i n d u c t e e s :

William Fleury  | Mike Palmateer | Dan Thompson | Bob WallSO
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We also carry all installation material including 
Sealer, Cleaner, H.G. Product, Wood Pecker and more...

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD. 
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!

on a LARGE SELECTION of:

1987

FLOOR & WALL TILE

905-773-TILE (8453)

Come Visit Our 

SHOWROOM

SHOP LOCAL & SAVE!

Aurora’s Sikura named to Canadian pre-Olympic team
By Jake Courtepatte

National collegiate scoring leader, 
Hobey Baker winner, Olympic 
medalist.

All three are titles that could apply 
to Aurora’s Dylan Sikura in 2018.

The speedy forward was one of  
twenty six players named last week 
to Canada’s roster for the Karjala 
Cup, a tournament used to evaluate 
players ahead of  the upcoming 
Olympic Games in Pyongyang, South 
Korea.

Just three seasons out from leading 
the OJHL’s Aurora Tigers in scoring 
in 2014, Sikura’s hockey career has 
taken off  with the Northeastern 
University Huskies of  the NCAA, 
leading the league in scoring so far 
this year as a senior.

He is expected to join the NHL’s 
Chicago Blackhawks, a team that 
drafted him in the sixth round in 
2014, starting next season. 

Sikura finished sixth in scoring 
last year, earning him Hobey 
Baker nominee honours for the top 
collegiate player, and is expected 
to contend for the trophy again this 
year.

“We’re thrilled that Dylan has 
the chance to compete with Team 
Canada,” said Northeastern head 
coach Jim Madigan. “He’s worked 
incredibly hard over the last several 
years to develop into one of  the top all-
around players in collegiate hockey, 
and to see him earn this opportunity 

is a testament to the effort he’s put in 
on and off  the ice.”

If  Sikura is successful in making 
the national team, it would be a 
heavy blow to the Huskies, who will 
be competing in the hugely popular 
Beanpot tournament at the same 
time as the Olympic Games.

“Obviously we’ll miss Dylan’s 
presence while he’s away, but as a 
program we couldn’t be more excited 
for him.”

The Karjala Cup will run November 
8 – 12 in Helsinki, Finland, and will 
showcase Canadian talent against 
Finland, Sweden, and Switzerland.

Though making the tournament 
roster does not secure a spot in the 
Olympics, Canada general manager 
Sean Burke said the players certainly 
get an “inside track”.

“We are bringing together a group 
of  players who are on our radar for 
the upcoming Olympic Winter Games 
as part of  our ongoing evaluation 
process, with the goal of  fielding the 
best possible team ne2

xt February,” said Burke in a 
statement. “As a management group 
and coaching staff, our priority 
is putting the best possible team 
together, and we will continue to 
evaluate every Canadian player that’s 
eligible to represent their country at 
the 2018 Olympic Winter Games.”

Sikura is just one of  two NCAA 
players invited to the tournament, 
along with Bemidji State sophomore 
defensemen Zach Whitecloud.
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Grill & Bar
Father’s Moustache

905-727-4414
15570 Yonge St., Unit 13 & 14, Aurora

Craft Night!

Hockley
DARK

ON TAP

SAMPLINGS
Talk beer with the Reps!

Prizes!

CRAFT BREWS, FEATURING
Hockley • Great Lakes Brewery

Ernest Cider • Central City Brewing / Red Racer

THIS IS A

EVENT

Live Music with Dino Stakos
Thursday, November 9th ~ 6 p.m.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you know exactly how 
much money you need to  
retire comfortably? 

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are 
three questions you need to ask yourself: 

•  Do I have a written financial plan? 
•  Is my investment portfolio on the right track? 
•  Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact  
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your 
retirement plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on: November 22, 2017 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS 100 
JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

APPLICATION:   he Owner has submitted Complete Applications for Official Plan Amendment and   
  Zoning By-law Amendment to allow the development of 68 stacked townhouse   
  dwelling units on the 0.58 ha site.

PROPERTY:  46 St. John’s Sideroad East

  

 
LEGAL DESC.: Part of Lot 86, Concession 1

APPLICANT: Biddington Homes Aurora Inc.       

FILE NUMBERS: OPA-2017-06 and ZBA-2017-08

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Marty Rokos of the Planning and Building   
  Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4350, Monday to Friday between   
  8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building   
  Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to           
  planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and         
  Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06), Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06) 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and the by-law is passed, the person or 
public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the Town of Aurora or the Regional Municipality 
of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted and the by-law is passed, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in 
the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Official Plan Amendment and 
Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the 
Director of Planning and Building Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 2nd day of November, 2017.

Junior A Tigers earn revenge on Newmarket Redmen
By Jake Courtepatte

On a weekend where the junior 
level Battle of  Yonge Street took 
a backseat to the minor rivalry 
between the Aurora Tigers and 
Newmarket Redmen, it was the 
Tigers who came out on top.

With over one hundred games 
played between the two organizations 
over the weekend, it was Newmarket 
who earned bragging rights. But in 
the OJHL, it was Aurora who earned 
two points in the North division.

The second meeting of  the year 
between the two on Friday resulted 
in a 3 – 1 win for the Tigers, after 
falling to the Redmen on the road 
last week.

It was Tyler Davis who opened the 
scoring with his third of  the year 
just over nine minutes in, capping 
off  a nice passing play from Anthony 
Romano and Elijah Gonsalves.

Though Newmarket pressed hard 
for the equalizer in the second 
period, Bradley Van Schubert stood 
tall in net to maintain the goose egg. 

Luca Esposito doubled the lead in 
the last minute of  the frame.

Van Schubert was finally beaten 
in the last minute of  the third period 
by Newmarket’s Ryan Hunt, though 
Aurora’s captain and leading scorer 
Jake Bricknell capitalized with 
thirteen seconds to go for a final 
score of  3 – 1.

Van Schubert’s sixth win of  the 
season, and second in a row after 
posting a shutout against Whitby 
last week, was highlighted by 38 
saves on 39 shots faced.

With the Markham Royals 
remaining stale over the weekend in 
the OJHL schedule, Aurora has crept 
back up to within a point of  the top 
of  the North division, posting a 

record of  10-6-1 in the process.
Newmarket, winless in their 

last three games, are now tied at 21 
points apiece with the Tigers, while 
both teams sit seven points up on the 
Pickering Panthers.

The Wellington Dukes lead the 
conference, and the league, with an 
impressive record of  14-3-1.

Aurora will contend with the 
Stouffville Spirit in their only 
action this week, making a road trip 
Saturday night at 7:30p.m.

Stouffville, holding onto a record 
of  6-12-0, bested the Tigers 6 - 3 in 
their only meeting so far this season.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Redmen earn bragging rights  
in Battle of Yonge Street

By Jake Courtepatte

The Battle of  Yonge Street 
series is all tied up.

With just their second win 
in six years, the Newmarket 
Redmen took down the Aurora 
Tigers in the annual weekend 
series to square the teams at 
six wins apiece.

Over one hundred games 
between the rival minor hockey 

systems were played out over 
three days, with Newmarket 
putting up a record of  53-34-17 
to take this year’s contest.

Off  the ice, over $4,000 in 
50/50 raffle tickets was raised 
by Aurora teams to benefit 
Ronald McDonald House.

The Redmen jersey will now 
hang in the Aurora offices 
until year thirteen of  the 
challenge.
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EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

to come visit us and our friendly 
and informed staff at the largest 
shoe store north of Metro! Omars 
is celebrating 47 years of fitting 
shoes for everyone from babies 
to adults. Clarks shoes have a long 
standing reputation for making 
good quality shoes that give you 
comfort right away. Select styles 
are also available in wide widths.

MAE, SAARAH & RAZ
KHAMISSA INVITE YOU

14800 YONGE ST. • AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE • 905-727-9391 • WWW.OMARSSHOES.COM

C O R S I O  DA L L A SC L A R E N E  G L A M O U RP E T R I N A  B I A N C A

SARLA CANDENCE

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS • OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 - 4 • EXCLUDING LONG WEEKENDS

MAE, SAARAH & RAZ KHAMISSA
invite you to come visit us and our friendly 

and informed staff  at the largest shoe store 

north of  Metro! Omars is celebrating 47 

years of  fitting shoes for everyone from 

babies to adults. Clarks shoes have a long 

standing reputation for making good quality 

shoes that give you comfort right away. 

Select styles are also available in wide widths. 

M A Y P E A R L  E D I E

M A Y P E A R L  A L I C E M A Y P E A R L  N A L A C A R L E T A  L Y O N

to come visit us and our friendly 
and informed staff at the largest 
shoe store north of Metro! Omars 
is celebrating 47 years of fitting 
shoes for everyone from babies 
to adults. Clarks shoes have a long 
standing reputation for making 
good quality shoes that give you 
comfort right away. Select styles 
are also available in wide widths.

MAE, SAARAH & RAZ
KHAMISSA INVITE YOU

14800 YONGE ST. • AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE • 905-727-9391 • WWW.OMARSSHOES.COM

C O R S I O  DA L L A SC L A R E N E  G L A M O U RP E T R I N A  B I A N C A

SARLA CANDENCE

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS • OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 - 4 • EXCLUDING LONG WEEKENDSFor additional information contact  
1-866-665-6752 or visit york.ca/yardwaste

Check your waste calendar for  
yard waste collection days and guidelines.

THAT’S A WRAP!
The Aurora Farmers’ Market wrapped up its outdoor season on Saturday with 
a soggy but spirited offering. (Top Left) Cathy of Catharina’s Kitchen, right, was 
devilish, while Sharron embraced her feline side underneath the red tent. (Top 
Right) Marie and Gordon Barnes kept up their Hallowe’en tradition, handing out 
homemade lollipops to vendors and patrons, each candy made in vintage Laura  
Secord moulds. (Bottom Left) Nikki and Harry Simpson of Simpson’s Family Farm  
enticed shoppers with squash. (Bottom Right) Gabriel of Gabriel’s Café was joined 
by Madelaine, Nathalie, Gabriel and Yushya. The Market moves indoors to the  
Aurora Armoury on Saturday, November 11, with return engagements set for  
November 25 and December 9. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir 
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Facebook: 416FoneFix 
Instagram: 416FoneFix
416FoneFix@gmail.com

(905) 715-0169

We handle any
type of repair, including  

water damage, 
on all brands of phones.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $95
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

Free glass screen protector
on all iPhone screen replacements.

30 Day warranty 
on all repairs.

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Brought forward by Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, members of  the public 
filled Council Chambers last Tuesday 
night to see how local lawmakers would 
weigh in on the matter.

First, however, neighbours, 
particularly from Aurora’s west side, 
had a chance to sound off  themselves.

“The overwhelming majority [of  the 
homeowners in my neighbourhood] 
expressed concerns about recent 
developments in our area and fully 
endorse the views expressed here,” 
said Paul Smith, speaking in favour of  
Councillor Gaertner’s call for a review. 
“It is important to remember that 
Aurora has grown in stages with each 
subdivision expressing separate and 
distinctive characteristics. We do not 
object to development, per se, but we do 
object to buildings which do not respect 
our community character. 

“I ask Council to please help your 
residents protect and preserve the older 
parts of  Town.”

Privacy is one of  their chief  
concerns, he said, when larger homes 
are shoehorned into the area. Coupled 
with that are concerns about blocked 
sun and windfall changing the overall 
character of  the neighbourhood.

For Councillor Wendy Gaertner, 
the healthy crowd in the audience 
illustrated the “dissatisfaction and 
disappointment” with the status quo.

“Some houses have been permitted 
that are clearly not compatible with 
the development that exists,” she said. 
“These new homes might be beautiful, 
of  interesting design, but they are so 
different. They are not in keeping with 
the character of  these older residential 
neighbourhoods.

“Residents are not objecting to 
the building of  homes that try and 
sometimes succeed to be reflective 
of  what exists and therefore enhance 
the neighbourhood and streetscapes. 
Change is a reality, larger homes are 
a reality, but they should complement 
and not distract from what exists. The 
intent of  this motion is to acknowledge 
the residents’ concerns and determine 
how we can address them.”

Aurora’s Official Plan, she said, is a 
fundamental planning tool and up for 
review over the next little while, she 
added. It is time to look at the zoning 
bylaws in place to see if  they are 
reflective of  what is planned for Aurora.

Councillor Gaertner’s motion 
received widespread support of  
Council, but with various levels of  
enthusiasm. 

Councillor Paul Pirri, for instance, 
said a “balance” needs to be struck in 
addressing the needs of  all property 
owners.

“I think if  we go too far one way, 
I think our community’s property 
values will suffer as a result and that is 
something that weighs heavily on my 
mind as well,” he said.

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Harold Kim, who said a “big 
monster home” in the neighbourhood 
could increase property values, an 
argument which prompted a few 
chuckles from the crowd.

“Not everyone is going to believe me, 
but [that’s] what over 20 or 30 years of  
research tells me,” he said. “I am not 
telling you I agree with it, but I am 
just saying I agree that you deserve 
to have your say: If  you want your 
neighbourhood to have responsible 
growth, and we all agree with that and 
want to grow in a certain way, then I 
am certainly all for that. I just [want] 
everyone to make their decision based 
on the right information.”

In coming to his decision, Councillor 
John Abel referenced efforts made in the 
last Council term to turn the southeast 
quadrant of  Yonge and Wellington into 
Aurora’s second Heritage District, a 
suggestion which sparked significant 
backlash from area property owners.

“The majority of  residents [said they 
were opposed] because they believed 
it would affect their ability and their 
property values,” he said. “We have 
received a lot of  emails, and I would say 
the majority are in favour of  Councillor 
Gaertner’s motion, and I certainly will 
support that as well. I believe in stable 
neighbourhoods. I believed in it with 
the Aurora Ratepayers, the Aurora 
Village on Temperance Street, and I 
believed it in the Regency area. I think 
there is a lot of  merit in getting a report 
and coming back with it.”

Going through with a staff  study is 
a “well-worthwhile” exercise in light 
of  the Official Plan review, added 
Councillor Mrakas. While it is still 
some months away, he said Councillor 
Gaertner’s motion was a good first step 
for staff  in making sure definitions and 
zoning requirements are being met.

“A lot has been said at the table 
and my view is we have to keep that 
uniqueness within our community 
and that is the kind of  vision we have 
set forth,” he said, asking for further 
information to come back on how other 
municipalities around Ontario have 
addressed this issue. “I think looking 
at whether the definitions within our 
OP do meet what the zoning is saying, I 
think it is a good first step for us to look 
at and move forward with what.

Neighbours filled Council 
Chambers for decision on “Stable 
Neighbourhoods”

Change is a reality,  
larger homes are a reality,  

but they should 
complement and not 

distract from what exists. 
The intent of this 

motion is to acknowledge 
the residents’ concerns  

and determine how  
we can address them
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

CROSSWORD

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3
The Aurora Cultural Centre 

welcomes back the Gryphon Trio 
this evening as part of  the Great 
Artist Music Series from 8 – 10 p.m. 
Their varied piano trip program will 
include Haydn Trio Piano Trio No. 45 
in E-flat major Hob XV:29 “Wanderer”, 
Mendelssohn Piano Trio No. 2 in C 
minor, Op. 66, Brahms Piano Trio No. 
1 in B major, Op. 8. For tickets and 
further information, call 905-713-1818 
or visit www.auroraculturalcentre.
ca.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
The Aurora Seniors’ Association 

will hold their annual Holiday 
Bazaar today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m., 
featuring a bake sale, art sale, local 
vendors, crafters, silent auction, a 
coffee shop and much more. 90 John 
West Way.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
GranAurora is pleased to present 

Ted Barris, award-winning journalist, 
broadcaster, and the author of  
eighteen non-fiction books who will 
be discussing his book, “The Great 
Escape: A Canadian Story.” This event 
will be held at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this evening with doors 
opening at 6.45 for refreshments and 
shopping at our marketplace. Author 
event begins at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are 
$20. Contact granaurora4114@gmail.
com or call Lenore Pressley at 905-
727-9235 for more information. Books 
available for sale will be provided by 
Blue Heron Books. 

* * * * 
Holocaust Education Week: 

Amnesty International’s Aurora-
Newmarket Group welcomes guest 
speaker and human rights expert  
Professor Les Jacobs of  York 
University tonight from 7 – 9 p.m.. 
Prof. Jacobs will speak about The 
Holocaust and Human Rights: what 
rights Jews lost in WWII, the impact 
of  the Holocaust on the passing 
of  an international human rights 
charter, and the legacy of  both. All 
welcome. Free. For more information 
call Nancy at 289-879-1057 or Renee 
at 905-713-6713. Location: Trinity 
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street. Websites: www.amnesty.
ca, andamnestyaurora.wordpress.
com.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds 

their monthly meeting today from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Royal 
Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial 
Parkway North, Aurora. This 
month’s speakers are: Ken White, 
Royal Canadian Legion President 
on Remembrance Day, and Richard 
Furlong, District 2 Probus Canada 
on 30 Years of  PROBUS. For more 
information on this month’s speaker 
please call Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. 
New members welcome! Call Gary 
Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or be our guest 
at the meeting.

* * * * 
The Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame will 

welcome the Class of  2017 this evening 
at their annual Induction Dinner 
at St. Andrew’s College. This year’s 
inductees include William Fleury 
(cricket), Mike Palmateer (hockey), 
Dan Thompson (swimming) and Bob 
Wall (hockey). Tickets are available at 
www.aurorashof.ca.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Aurora United Church invites 

you to a Holocaust Education Week 
presentation on Thursday November 
9, 7 pm, at Trinity Anglican Church, 
Aurora. Faigie Libmanwill speak 
about her personal experiences 
surviving the Kovno Ghetto, as well as 
concentration, and slave labour camps. 
Faigie was born in Kovno, Lithuania in 
1934. She and her mother immigrated 
to Canada in 1948.  A short video will 
also be viewed. Refreshments will be 
served. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre hosts 

Swingin’ with Oscar: The Remi Bolduc 
Jazz Ensemble tonight from 8 – 10 
p.m. What could be better on a nippy 
November evening than to sit back and 
take in the jazz mastery of  Québec’s 
Rémi Bolduc Jazz Ensemble paying 
homage to the great Oscar Peterson? 
With Taurey Butler on the Centre’s 
Yamaha C7 grand piano, Fraser Hollins 
on bass, Dave Laing on drums and 
Bolduc on alto sax. Tickets are available 
by calling the Centre at 905-713-1818 or 
visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Canadian Blood Services will host 

a blood donor clinic today from 2.30 – 
7.30 p.m. at Our Lady of  Grace Church 
(Lynett Hall, 16 Catherine Avenue). It’s 
in you to give.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
The Aurora Historical Society’s 

Speaker Series continues this evening 
with Kelly Mathews and her new book, 
The Road to Mary Lake. Tickets are $7 
($5 for AHS members). Refreshments 
served. To reserve your seat, call 905-
727-8991. The talk will take place at 
Hillary House.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Chefs from across Aurora will 

participate in the eighth annual 
Empty Bowls fundraiser at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Proceeds from the day 
will be donated to Welcoming Arms and 
Inn From the Cold. Patrons can enjoy 
gourmet soups and breads prepared 
by local chefs served in some of  the 
500 handmade soup bowls created by 
members of  the Pine Tree Potters’ 
Guild. After the meal, patrons will take 
home their chosen bowl. Tickets will 
be on sale on a first come first served 
basis the week of  September 13 from 
Meridian Credit Union on Wellington 
Street West. Early lunch: 11.30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Late lunch: 1.30 – 3 p.m. Tickets 
for are $50 for each sitting. Organizers 
anticipate this will be a sold-out 
event. 
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

KARATE

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

SENIORS WELCOME
CARRIERS NEEDED  

to deliver  
The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

Earn money while  
getting exercise.   

Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
coat. Perfect  
condition. Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

REGISTERED RECES required for local 
school aged child care centres in Aurora. 
Must have experience working with chil-
dren ages 4-12 years. Available for part 
time split shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am 
and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at 
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing 
facility from Arthur immediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a mini-
mum of  2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting and processing. Duties in-
clude cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning 
and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and 
chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS di-
ploma or equivalent required. Positions offered 
are permanent full time and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in 
Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, 
via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

HELP WANTED

OFFICE SPACE TO 
RENT: Downtown 
Yonge St. Ample 
Parking. For infor-
mation call Telly. 905 
-717-4073.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPA-
NY LOOKING for  
experienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 
905-597-0227.

M E R C U R Y  
DINER Line Cook:  
Experienced &  
Reliable. Includ-
ing prep-work.Call 
Alex at 905 713 1600 
or 416 488 6096

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Advertising Works!
To advertise in this section call: 

905-727-3300 ext. 102

L A R G E  
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

40+ Full Time Jobs in Bolton area
• General Labour  
$15.00 - $18.00 / hr. Various shifts

• Also Millwrights, Maintenance 
Electricians

• Forklift, Reach, Walkie Operators
• Mechanical Assemblers, Extruder 
Op’s

• Yard Labourers, DZ Driver
• Working at Heights Labour—up to 
$22.00 / hr.  

• Experienced Marble / Granite 
Polisher . $18.00 / hr

Note: OPEN HOUSE TUES. 
TO THURS 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED--- 

WALK-INS WELCOME
290 Healey Rd., Unit 10A, Bolton 

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

WILLING TO EDU-
CAT E: Highly moti-
vated individual for 
rewarding career in
financial services.  
Call Amanda at 
416.873.9998

SNOW TIRES AND 
RIMS    BF Goodrich   
Used 2 years on Ford 
Focus  205/65 R15 
(945) $400.00 or best 
offer  call 905-751-
9817.

www.faith-baptist-aurora.org
905-392-5919

 for more details or registration

Mondays from 6:30 to 8:15 p.m. 
September to May

 Northern Lights Public School
40 Bridgenorth Drive, Aurora

meeting on Sunday mornings 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre

90 John West Way
Worship Service at 10:45 a.m.

with Children’s Bible Time

Awana Clubs for boys and girls

NOW

NEWMARKET (YONGE/DAVIS): 
Large 3 bedroom apartment. Available 
Nov. 1, 2017.$1575/mth Parking, applianc-
es, utilities included. Separate entrance. 
1st & last required. References required. 
Call 905-506-5067

Reinhart Auction 
Online 

Auction will start closing 
November 2nd, 2017 at 7pm

Preview 
November 1st from noon until 6pm 
Western tack, motorcycle, antiques, 

vintages, new jewelry etc

To view the auction please visit 
http://reinhartauctions.hibid.com/

current/auctions

THE AURORA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE is looking for a talented Market-
ing & Communications Specialist, who is 
interested in a one-year contract starting 
January 2018 to cover a maternity leave.  
Excellent social media, writing, editing 
and computer skills are essential.  Pre-
vious work with websites would be an 
asset.  Please send your resume and cov-
er letter by Friday, November 10, 2017, 
to the attention of  Sandra Ferri, Execu-
tive Director at s.ferri@aurorachamber.
on.ca or mail it to 6-14845 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, On L4G 6H8.

ALWAYS CLEAN! Professional house clean-
ing. Experienced and reliable. Guaranteed 
you will love my service. 10 yrs experience.  
Call 647-567-8459

The Aurora Cenotaph will be the centre of Remembrance Day commemorations next Saturday,  
November 11.          Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

From page 3
fitting tribute.

This contention spilled over into 
last week’s Council meeting as local 
lawmakers approved the flypast.

“There is going to be a more elaborate 
ceremony this Remembrance Day,” said 
Councillor John Abel. “Usually we have 
an exceptional turnout for this event and 
it just speaks volumes to the support our 
community has for our Legion and those 
who made the sacrifice,” said Councillor 

John Abel.
Speaking specifically to Mayor Dawe’s 

motion, Councillor Tom Mrakas offered 
his support, saying. “This is great and I 
am really looking forward to it.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, however, 
reiterated the residents’ concerns.

“I am going to speak on behalf  of  all 
the residents who are very unhappy the 
LAV is going to be at the Cenotaph,” she 
said. “I just don’t want people to forget 
there was dissent on this issue.”

Remembrance commemoration  
has added significence this year

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve 
parenting, support, and property issues 
arising from separating families. A practitioner 
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaff ney

Start your holiday shopping
If  you haven’t yet started your Christmas shopping, the perfect time to start is this 

week as the Aurora Seniors’ Association hosts its annual Holiday Bazaar. The Bazaar 
will take place this Saturday, November 4 at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre from 9 a.m. to 
1.30 p.m., featuring local vendors, the ever-popular bake sale, silent auction items and so 
much more.

Later this month, on Sunday, November 18, Northridge Community Church will host 
its second annual Christmas Artisan Marketplace Event. Northridge, the home of  the 
Salvation Army, will welcome over 20 professional artisan vendors, Victorian Christmas 
Carollers, and a tea room. Events run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Service with Professionalism
LENARD LIND

Service with Professionalism
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.comwww.hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may applyCall today for a free property evaluation!**

Curb appeal and much more!  Great visibility on Leslie Street with over 130 feet of frontage!  
Bring your head office here!  Two-storey reception!  Floating oak staircase!  Numerous 2 
station offices!  Boardroom, kitchen, 3 washrooms and open business 
area on lower level too!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and Highway 407! INQUIRE  

RICHMOND HILL!  5200 SF “CHARACTER” OFFICE BUILDING 
WITH 21 PARKING ON ½ ACRE!

Newmarket!  1/4 + acre lot!  4 entrances!  Open zoning!  Curb appeal and visibility in hospital 
expansion area on Davis Drive!  Great long-term tenants!  Some vacant space for owner occu-
pier – why pay rent?  5 washrooms!  Numerous offi ces – 4000 SF retail 
and 4000 SF offi ce!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and transit at the door! INQUIRE  

  MEDICAL/COMMERCIAL/OFFICE BUILDING!  
8000 SF!  28 PARKING!

BUNGALOW BEAUTY!  BACKS TO GREENSPACE!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 25 Underhill Cres., Aurora – Bathurst to Henderson to 
signs!  Shows to perfection!  Just move in!  New 50 year shingles & new eavestroughs!  Up-
dated furnace, windows & more!  Immaculately kept and elegantly upgraded!  Hardwood fl oors!  
Updated kitchen w/granite counter & SS appliances!  Updated baths!  
Inlaw potential in bright professionally fi nished look-out lower level! $999,888

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

3700 SF!  FORMER SHOWHOME!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  POOL!  60 FT. LOT!

INQUIRE

Open House Saturday & Sunday 2-4pm, 34 Charing Cres., Aurora – Bathurst north of Bloomington to signs! Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora!  2-storey foyer!  
Floating oak staircase!  Updated centre island kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open to spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fire-
place! Main floor den! Master with enticing ensuite!  Bright professionally finished open concept lower level too!  Private oasis backyard and saltwater pool!

  SHOWSTOPPER RENO PLUS INLAW POTENTIAL! QUIET CRESCENT!

$1,248,888

Open House Sunday 2-4pm, 9 April Gardens, Aurora - Bathurst to Aurora Heights to signs! It’s a beauty!  Open concept plan!  Gourmet centre island kitchen with granite counters, servery 
and stainless steel appliances!  Hardwood plank floors on both levels!  Enticing ensuite with oversized glass shower, custom vanity with quartz counters & upgraded faucets!  Big secondary 
bedrooms!  Bright, nicely finished open concept  walk-out lower level!  Loaded with extras & upgrades!  Demand northwest Aurora child-safe crescent location steps to 
schools, park & nature trails! 

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

$999,888

DEMAND NORTHWEST AURORA!  JUST MOVE IN!

It’s a beauty – shows to perfection!  Curb appeal and much more!  Hardwood floors!  
Updated eat-in kitchen!  4 bedrooms!  Bright professionally finished walk-out lower 
level with inlaw potential!  50 ft. private lot steps to schools, park & nature trails!  
Child-safe crescent location!
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