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$
Catering 
From 10 per

person
FREE dessert  

with any catering order
over $100

By Brock Weir

If  rain is considered good luck, 
Aurora’s incoming Microtel Inn & Suites 
by Wyndham will soon be a goldmine for 
investors and visitors alike.

Dignitaries gathered under umbrellas 
Monday evening to formally break 
ground on the new hotel site, which will 
be constructed at 180 Goulding Avenue 
just south of  Leslie and Wellington.

A partnership between Wyndham 
and MasterBUILT hotels, principles of  
the project have set a 12 month target to 
finish the 108 unit building which will 
be complete with an indoor pool and 

waterslide, fitness centre and conference 
facilities.

“This is our first hotel in the 
Greater Toronto Area, which is 
particularly exciting for us,” said Eric 
Watson of  MasterBUILT hotels at the 
groundbreaking. “[The GTA] is the 
biggest and most important hotel market 
in the country. If  you’re not in Toronto, 
you’re not in Canada – put that in the 
paper! – and the Town of  Aurora is still 
the GTA as far as we’re concerned and is 
a great spot.”

MasterBUILT started looking at the 
possibility of  bringing a hotel to Aurora 
as early as four years ago, said Mr. Watson, 

but back then the company encountered 
a stumbling block which was recently 
removed.

“People approached us and said, 
‘You need to do a hotel in Aurora,’ and 
we took a look at it,” he recalled. “We 
scour the country for opportunities to 
build new hotels and I took one look at 
the development costs and said, ‘Thank 
you very much, we’ll take a pass.’ It was 
really through the efforts of  the Town 
of  Aurora, and ultimately through the 
Region with the incentives, obviously a 
positive shift in the marketplace as well, 
[and] the opportunity to purchase this 
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Winter parking pilot 
should continue, say 

residents
By Brock Weir

A pilot project allowing cars to 
remain parked on local streets overnight 
during winter when snow was not in the 
forecast caused some headaches when 
it came to snow removal, but it made 
things more convenient for Aurorans – 
that is, according to residents. 

While Council aims to make a final 
decision on whether not to revert to 
previous on-street parking restrictions 
during the winter months this week, 
residents came to Council chambers 

WHY PAY MORE?

   YOU NAME IT 
            ...WE FRAME IT
16686 Yonge St., Newmarket (905) 895-4084

Across from Mandarin Buffet Restaurant

jasmine@trendsrealtyinc.com

Jasmine 
Smith
Sales Representative 

Trends Realty Inc. 

12967 Keele St., 
Unit 1, King city

Offi ce: 905-833-0111
   Cell: 416-993-7173

AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000 • lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com
www.hallmarklindrealty.com

15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora
(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

Hotel owners set 12 month target

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1867! – Volunteers Thomas Mason and Julie Clark-Farmiloe had a bloomin’ lovely time at the sixth annual Hillary House Ball on Saturday night, 
which turned the clock back to Confederation 1867 to mark Canada 150. The event, held at King’s Riding, is one of the signature yearly fundraisers of the Aurora 
Historical Society and benefited the upkeep of Hillary House, Aurora’s only National Historic Site. For more, see Page 21.                 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Continued on page  13

ZOMBIES ON THE RUN – The “Undead” were out in the daylight as they fanned out through 
Sheppard’s Bush for the annual Zombie Run, supporting United Way Toronto & York Region. For more, 
see Page 23. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

IZZI POPAT, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIR: 905.717.0203
izzipopat@rogers.com  www.IzziPopat.com

Celebrating31Years

TRUST INTEGRITYOUTSTANDING RESULTS 
DEDICATION EXPERIENCE

Today the choice is yours to be had. Supply is up, rates are low. 
Working with an experienced Realtor is all you have to do. 
Call Izzi today and put 31 years of experience to work for YOU.

Thinking of buying...Why wait?

“Don’t wait to buy real estate....buy real estate and wait...”

Do it yourself doesn’t mean do it alone. Here’s How

60” Double Vanity 
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$849.99
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Coats gratefully accepted for men, women or 
children and resold at The Clothes Closet, Aurora’s 
Second Hand Store benefi tting local social services.
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Advertorial

If  you suffer from Knee Pain (Inju-
ry/strain/tendonitis/Arthritis) you 
need to be aware of  effective advance-
ments that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor you 
suffer with one or more of  the follow-
ing: sore, stiff, painful knee, “click-
ing” sound with movement, difficulty  
bending at the knee. 

You may find that your pain or stiff-
ness affects your work, housekeeping, 
leisure activities, exercise, sports or 
other activities. You go to the drug 
store or to your doctor and get pills to 
help relieve your pain. But you find 
the pain keeps returning.   Alterna-
tively, the doctor may refer you to a  
specialist who may tell you that surgery  
is needed or is an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive  
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes  
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-inflammatory drugs that 
include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses 
light to favor and accelerate the body’s 
natural healing processes. The innova-
tive Multiwave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, efficient and 
simultaneous effect on pain, inflam-

Knee Pain: 
New Approach 

Delivers 
Remarkable 

Results

mation, swelling and water retention,  
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and eliminates concerns of  
HP (High power) laser therapy.

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 90-95% 

relief  of  their symptoms, more mo-
bility, increased flexibility and vastly  
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical  
technology, with years of  clinical stud-
ies supporting its safety and efficacy 
and we are very proud to offer our  
patients effective solutions to their  
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and high-
ly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE  
consultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., 
Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home  
Hardware Plaza).

It is the very latest in medical 

technology, with years of clinical 

studies supporting its safety  

and efficacy and we are very 

proud to offer our patients 

effective solutions to their  

recent or chronic conditions.

Celebrating two decades 
of outstanding service

Veterans Affairs
Canada

Authorized Provider

….ooooops!
Feeling like a  
fish out of water?
How can I best care for my aging loved  
one now- or, in planning for the future?

I know… it’s my turn, my responsibility!

So much time…
So much to do…
So much to worry about…

I feel so overwhelmed! HELP!

We have been helping seniors and their families like 
you for almost two decades—and, these years give us 
the knowledge, experience and wisdom to very much 
understand your situation and to provide you with the 
highest standard of compassionate and professional 
personal care for your loved one in his/her unique 
circumstance. Let’s plan now together the best care 
for your loved one at an affordable cost.

Proudly Providing Outstanding, Professional Caregivers and Safe, Trusted, Compassionate Care of the Highest Standard for Seniors

Please contact: Living Assistance Services for advice and home care  
416.483.0070 (office) at 905.758.2486 (cell) or b.porter@LAServices.ca  

華語服務客戶經理: Helen Huang  華語：416.880.6889 or h.huang@laservices.ca 
www.LAServices.ca

Come to Our Open house!

 Limited spaces available in some programs for 2017-18

For more information or to book a tour of our facilities, contact Admissions at 905-841-0065
Or Visit us at www.auroramonessori.com

330 Industrial Parkway N., Aurora

Wednesday, November 1st From 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
(Drop-In Format)

Police to overhaul services for sexual assault victims
By Brock Weir

A review of  sexual assault cases 
previously classified as “unfounded” 
has led the York Regional Police to 
institute an action plan to meet victims’ 
needs.

The recommendations, including 
improved and updated communications 
methods with victims and online tools 
to encourage people to come forward, 
follow a review of  all “unfounded” 
cases of  sexual assault between 2010 
and 2016.

According to a report approved by 
the York Region Police Services Board 
last week, 3,029 cases of  sexual assault 
were investigated within that window 
of  time and 29 per cent – 890 in all – 
were classified as “unfounded,”

The review, however, found that 232 
of  these 890 “unfounded” cases should 
have been classified differently and 
12 of  these 232 warranted additional 

review.
While just one of  these 12 cases 

remains open as the victim “determines 
if  they are prepared to revisit the case,” 
the review has promoted York Regional 
Police to come forward with an action 
plan on how to do better.

“Ultimately, the review identified two 
primary reasons contributing to the 
number of  cases coded as ‘unfounded,’” 
reads the report. “First, relying on 
the code of  ‘unfounded’ vs. ‘founded 
– not cleared’ when a victim provides 
a credible report of  crime, but there 
is an absence of  evidence to support 
criminal charges, the case should be 
coded as ‘founded – not cleared’ versus 
‘unfounded.’ This more accurately 
classifies the results of  the investigation 
and stresses that further investigation 
will ensue should new information be 
presented or discovered.

“The second involves reports from 
a third party. As a victim-centric 

organization, York Regional Police 
is one of  the few police services in 
Ontario which currently accepts sexual 
assault reports from third parties. 
However, these cases are generally 
more difficult to substantiate as the 
victims are usually reluctant to disclose 
information relating to the alleged 
offences.

“The review determined that the 
allegations of  sexual assaults reported 
to York Regional Police were properly 
and compassionately investigated; 
and that the victims were believed and 
treated with respect.”

That being said, the action plan 
includes establishing a Sexual Assault 
Advisory Committee with community 
partners and agencies; training and 
education for officers on investigative 
techniques and strategies when 
interviewing and interacting with 
victims with mental health issues or 
disabilities; providing more online 

resources to raise awareness, provide 
key information, and community 
resources to victims of  sexual assault; 
and providing victims the opportunity 
to report sexual assaults online.

This online reporting tool is expected 
to be completed and in place by the end 
of  the first quarter of  2018. 

“We identified an opportunity to 
enhance our communication with 
victims of  sexual assaults who may 
not be ready to speak with police at 
the time of  the initial report,” say the 
YRP. “For those victims that may not 
be comfortable speaking about their 
experience with a uniformed frontline 
police officer, York Regional Police is 
launching an online reporting tool to 
report sexual assaults, enabling direct 
reporting to a qualified sexual assault 
investigator in the Special Victims 
Unit. It provides one point of  contact 
for the victim.”
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

There is something to be said to the 
art of  setting up to fail – or coming very 
close to the edge.

Often these days we see it in the 
world of  commerce and finance, such as 
the demise of  Sears Canada, a store that 
was never really seen as cutting edge 
or one with the hipster. And yet, they 
tried to tap into this market with the ill-
advised marketing campaign, “WTS?!”

Okay, I’m going to state the obvious. 
You’ve been warned. This was, of  
course, a play on the popular net-
cronym “WTF?!” which means… well, 
you all know what that stands for but, 
in this case, “WTS?!” meant “What the 
Sears?!”

Perhaps I’m alone in this – and 
considering the liquid assets flowing 
out the doors at Upper Canada Mall 
I suspect I’m not – but I cringed every 
time I came across that campaign. 
As a millennial (and yes, I looked it 
up. Apparently I just made the cut) it 
smacked of  pandering to an elusive 
demographic disguised as a very bad 
“dad joke.”

It certainly didn’t make me itch to 
walk into Sears and, I suspect it turned 
off  the very market it was intended to 
reach.

Another example, to my mind, 
is Canada Post. While the Crown 
Corporation continues to chug along, 
its operations have seemed rather 
counterintuitive. Faced with losing 
their market share of  letter mail to email 
and package delivery to increasingly 
competitive courier services, they…
responded by hiking their rates across 
their spectrum of  services to make up 
the shortfall rather than lure customers 
back with potential savings and 
incentives. 

We’ll see how this unlikely approach 
to survival will serve Canada Post at the 
end, but it seems a formula destined for 
failure. 

The art of  setting up for failure, of  
course, is not limited to commerce.

We can see it all around us but, if  
you’re looking for a sign post, think 
back to 2014.

If  your eyes didn’t gloss over from 
the sheer number of  names thrown at 
you – 28 people vying for eight Council 
seats alone – you will remember there 
were two additional questions on the 
ballot.

One of  the questions was whether 
Aurora residents would like to see the 
Town divided up into electoral wards. 
Perhaps it was lack of  interest, perhaps 
there was a degree of  boundary fatigue 
after the failed fight to avoid a Federal 
division at Wellington Street, but this 
question failed to set the Town on fire.

The second question, however, was a 
different story.

Of  those who bothered to show up 
to cast their vote, the majority voted to 
shrink the size of  Council from a Mayor 
and eight Councillors to the Mayor and 
six.

This would have been that, but, like 
so many things in Aurora, it was far 
from that. 

In order for the resolution to have 
been binding on Council, a certain 
threshold of  eligible voters had to have 
been interested enough to make the 
trip to their local polling station. Rare 
are the times our voter turnout cracks 
the 40 per cent mark, so naturally – and 
predictably – the referendum numbers 
fell well short of  the threshold.

8,060 electors voted in favour of  
reducing Council’s size compared 
to 4,427 opting for the status quo. 
Ordinarily, these numbers would seem 
fairly decisive but Councillor Paul Pirri 
was ultimately the lone vote in taking 
these numbers as the will of  Aurorans.

“I do think [with] the votes cast in 
that direction we do have a very strong 
indication of  what the residents in 
our community want to see as the 
composition of  Council,” he said at 
the time. “As a two-time eighth place 
finisher in the elections here in Aurora, 
it is not about what I think works best 
for me, but what I think works well 
for our residents. Ultimately, I think 
the residents have the right to choose 
how they are represented, and they 
spoke very clearly about how they are 
represented, in my view.”

An argument offered against 
solidifying the results of  the 
referendum was the numbers simply 
didn’t provide anything to Council for 
them to interpret “why” voters cast 
their ballot the way they did, as though 
the whys were relevant in any way. 

“It is hard to get into what the mind 
of  the electorate was, and maybe that 
is the fault of  the question itself,” 
offered Councillor Jeff  Thom. “The 
results should definitely be taken into 
consideration, but 64 per cent of  32 per 
cent of  the eligible electorate voted 
for it. In the grand scheme of  things, 
the majority of  voters didn’t. That’s 
semantics, but I am sticking with it.”

But Council might not be sticking 

with what they ultimately decided.
This week, as The Auroran 

previously reported, Council will be 
considering a motion from Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes calling on Council 
to lay the groundwork in reducing its 
membership from eight to six for the 
2018 – 2022 Council term.

As we go to press before this 
week’s Council meeting, I will be very 
interested in the lengthy and passionate 
discussions that are bound to ensue. 
Ultimately, however, I think the voters 
have already spoken on this issue and 
the numbers were decisive.

Reducing any semblance of  Council 
Bloat will only be part of  the issue 
though.

Whenever Council broaches this 
particularly thorny topic, the light at 
the end of  the tunnel is always clouded 
by the issue of  whether or not a smaller 
complement of  councillors should be 
considered six full time positions – and 
paid as such – rather than the current 
formula of  eight part-time positions. 

To my mind, Council size and 
workload are two entirely separate 
issues and the size needs to be tackled 
first. 

Once that is done and out of  the way 
then a very fruitful, important and 
long-overdue discussion can be had not 
just around the Council table but in 
the wider community: What do Aurora 
residents expect from their Council 
members?

Aurorans will then need to consider 
if  they believe they will be better served 
by six members fully dedicated to the 
municipality without having to juggle a 
day job as well. They will need to also 
consider whether they will be willing 
to pay a salary commensurate with full-
time duties rather than the $30k each 
of  the eight currently receives for their 
part-time services.*

Finally, those individuals who 
have ever thought about stepping 
up to represent their neighbours by 
contesting an election will have a lot 
more to weigh. If  they are expected 
to fully dedicate their careers to the 
servicing their constituents, would it 
make them think twice? Would that 
make civic life more or less attractive?

In the end, that could help narrow 
down the playing field to those with the 
best intentions  and the best interests 
of  the community at heart rather than 
those looking to boost their resume or 
inflate their ego. 

But that first step needs to be taken. 
Voters have asked for it.

*I recognize that a Councillor’s 
workload is more than the average part-
time job, but I am simply talking about 
the official job description. 

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Amnesty International 
salutes Making Peace

Reader “gobsmacked” at 
Downie attention

Tax changes will lead to 
“doctor exodus”

The Aurora-Newmarket Amnesty 
International Chapter would like to 
thank all those that made possible 
the displaying of  the Making Peace 
exhibit in the Town Park.

The exhibit brings home a truth 
that we normally overlook and take too 
much for granted.

We live in a time and place that 
is unusually free from the terror of  
state-sponsored violence and arbitrary 
treatment.

We don’t fear the knock on the door 
in the middle of  the night as an act 
prior to being “disappeared.” We don’t 
fear being tortured by our government, 
or having instruments of  oppression 
and war directed at ourselves and our 
families.

The exhibit reminds us that peace 
doesn’t just happen. It is the result of  
courageous men and women keeping 
guard, speaking out and holding the 
powerful to account, even at a cost to 
themselves.

Thank you once again to all those 
who  brought this exhibit to Aurora and 
reminding us once again not only of  
our good fortune, but also of  the legacy 
we enjoy from  those courageous people 
that came before us.

Len Bulmer
Aurora

Is it size that counts, or your expectations?
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I am compelled to write about 
he passing of  Gord Downie of  The 
Tragically Hip. 

It’s never easy when someone dies, 
but with all due respect to his fans, I am 
gobsmacked at the level of  attention his 
passing has received.

Yes, Gord Downie was a famous 
Canadian singer and, yes, he did some 
good things for others, but he was no 
Mick Jagger or Paul McCartney on an 
international scale?

It is respectful to pay tribute to a 
successful artist, but I am stunned at 
the amount of  attention this singer has 
received since his passing.

S. Greig
Aurora

This letter expresses my great 
concern for the threat to local health 
care from proposed tax changes.

Provincial and federal Liberal 
policies toward doctors are jeopardizing 
front-line health care at a time our 
population is aging. According to my 
own Newmarket GP, more than 20 
have left general practice in our area 
alone. They have gone into such areas 
as health care administration (i.e. 
bureaucracy), and laser and cosmetic 
surgery.

Try getting comprehensive care 
there when you or your children need 
it.

My doctor, who works tirelessly, 
makes less than $100,000 net take-home. 
From overall revenues, he and his 
fellow walk-in physicians pay for staff, 
facility costs, insurance, etc. Salary 
increases have largely been dormant, 
so in 2004 physicians were given the 
capacity, as self-employed professionals, 
to incorporate. From this flowed tax 
benefits to mitigate loss of  salary gains. 
Incorporation helped front-line GPs 
meet rising expenses, and try to put 
some away for retirement. 

Now Minister Morneau labels 
doctors “tax cheats” and proposes 
eliminating incorporation for them. 
What one Liberal government gives, 
the other takes away. 

Get ready. More doctors will leave the 
front lines of  health care. And then, as 
the old ad says, “Who ya gonna call?”

Richard Doust
Aurora
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It’s once again time to find out how well 
you know the Town in which you live with 
our fourth Aurora Quiz.

As usual, the questions are a bit 
challenging, but to make it easier, all of  
the answers provide a 50% chance of  
being correct.

1. Does Aurora have any street names 
that start with the letter “Z”?

2. Which of  these typically Canadian 
claims is made on the mural at Yonge 
and Wellington: that Canada is first in 
maple syrup production, or first in donut 
consumption?

3. “Aurora dollars” were a promotional 
currency given out some time ago to 
promote local businesses.  If  they were 
to be re-introduced today and provide 
similar buying power to 1975, adjusted for 
inflation, how much would one be worth; 
more or less than $5?

4. Based on number of  staff  working 
in Aurora, who has more employees, The 
Town of  Aurora, or Magna International?

5. True or false; according to the Region 
of  York, the average Auroran uses about 
200 litres of  water a day?

6. If  you owned an aardvark, could you 
let it loose in Canine Commons, the leash-
free dog park?

7. What took place in the Fall of  2002 in 
the parking lot near Yonge and Wellington 
behind what is now Aw Shucks!: The first 
Ribfest, or the first Farmers’ Market? 

8. At the Aurora Memorial Peace Park, 
the Memorial Tower (constructed in 
1925) and the Altar of  Sacrifice (in 1960) 
commemorate 132 local lives lost in World 
Wars One and Two. Are any of  those 
women?

9. True or False; in our local transit 
system, “Viva” stands for “Variable 
Integration and Vehicle Access”

10. Which one of  either the former 
Seniors’ Centre or library in Library 
Square, both being demolished during 
Canada’s sesquicentennial, was built in 
honour of  Canada’s centennial? 

11. It has been suggested that with 
only one representative on Regional 
Council, Aurora is underserved.  But 
based on average number of  residents 
per representative, does Aurora at 55,000:1 
rank in the bottom third of  the nine York 
municipalities? 

12. True or false; about a third of  the 
land that is now the Arboretum was once 
a cemetery? 

13. Which local theatre company has 
been around longer: Marquee Theatrical 
Productions or Theatre Aurora?

14. Evelyn Buck has been both Aurora’s 
mayor and a Town councillor.  What other 
local electoral claim to fame does she 
have: she was Aurora’s last elected Reeve, 
or she is the only person who has been 
recognized twice as Citizen of  the Year?

15. What transportation service started 
in Town in 1899: the Ontario Simcoe and 
Huron Railway, or the Metropolitan Street 
Railway (on Yonge)

16. In Aurora team names, Tigers are 
associated with hockey and Ducks are 
connected with swimming.  What sport 
are the Diggers associated with: volleyball 
or softball?

17. Who came up with the name 
“Aurora”: Robert Machell or Charles 
Doan?

18. True or false, the reservoir on 
Orchard Heights has a capacity greater 
than a typical Olympic sized swimming 
pool?

19. What is “The Inspiration”: The 
artwork on the wall just outside the main 
doors to Town Hall, or the split in half  
fenced in tree on the Magna property 
across from the SARC?

20. Are there more or less than 50 
parks in Aurora?

Answers appear on page 13.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Fall in Ontario is one of  the most 
beautiful times of  the year

 I hope you’ve been out enjoying the 
beautiful weather and gorgeous trees.  It 
has been a busy time here in Newmarket-
Aurora and at Queen’s Park as well.

Exciting news came when Premier 
Kathleen Wynne made an announcement 
about the province’s support for Ontario 
cities bidding for Amazon’s second 
headquarters (HQ2).

In a statement last week, Premier 
Wynne made it clear that Ontario is a 
strong contender for Amazons second 
global headquarters. Premier Wynne 
said, “We have one of  the world’s most 
talented, diverse workforces – and an 
open commitment to immigration that 
guarantees this lasting advantage. At a 
time when others are becoming more 
insular, unable or unwilling to attract 
the world’s best and brightest, we are 
unwavering in our commitment to 
building a place for the whole world to call 
home. Our communities are welcoming, 
inclusive places – places where people want 
to live. Our government’s commitment to 
public infrastructure, roads and transit 
is historic in scale, setting us up for an 
even more mobile, dynamic future. And 
we have several attractive sites for HQ2 
available, at a highly competitive cost.”

For the past two years, Ontario has 
won Site Selection Magazine’s Canadian 
Competitiveness Award for being the best 
place in Canada to make a new business 
investment. 

Small Business
Through better access to government 

support services and procurement 
opportunities, Ontario is helping small 
businesses grow.  By 2020, the province will 
designate 33 per cent of  its procurement 
spending to small and medium-sized 
businesses.

In addition to this, the province is 
making it easier for small business to 
receive necessary resources both online 
and over the phone through the new Small 
Business Access program.

Ontario is partnering with the Ontario 
Chamber of  Commerce to promote 
awareness of  this new service.Supporting 
small businesses is part of  our plan to 
create jobs, grow the economy and help 
people in their everyday lives.

Budget Talks
For the fourth year in a row the 

provincial government has launched 
Budget Talks, an online consultation 
that allows the public to help shape 
policies and programs that will be part 
of  Ontario’s future.  The government will 
provide funding for up to five proposals 
identified and voted on by the public as 
part of  the 2018 Budget, this is the second 
year that funding will be allocated directly 
to citizen-led proposals.

Residents of  Newmarket-Aurora and all 
across the province can share their ideas 
on the website Ontario.ca/budgettalks.  
Residents are invited to share ideas on 
five focus areas including child care, 
seniors, small business, students and 
healthy living.

Eligible proposals must be submitted 
online by midnight November 3, 2017. 
Proposal must be for a new fund, 
pilot project, study, event or digital 
service and fall within the scope of  
the Ontario government to deliver. 
Proposals must help support one of  
the five focus areas outlined on Budget 
Talks, require a one-time investment 
of  no more than $1 million and show 
progress or completion by spring 2019. 

York Region Funding
Our government is funding over $17 

million in repairs and retrofits for social 
housing here in York Region. The repairs 
and retrofits are funded through of  
Ontario’s Climate Change Action Plan 
and proceeds from the carbon market.

During the first year of  this program 
Trinity Glen Housing Corporation 
received over $558,000 for improvements, 
upgrades and retrofits to new and 
existing buildings. Not only does the 
retrofit and installation of  new heating 
systems help residents by making them 
more comfortable and reducing their 

electricity bills, it helps us all reduce our 
carbon footprint. The investment is part 
of  a provincial five-year, up to $657 million 
investment to upgrade social housing 
apartment buildings in communities 
across the province.

We’re channelling proceeds from 
the carbon market into programs that 
help households and businesses reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and save 
money on energy costs.These investments 
also make sure that our social housing is 
modern and energy efficient.

Decent housing is more than just 
shelter; it provides stability, security and 
dignity and it is the foundation for secure 
employment, for raising a family, and for 
building strong communities.

I’m proud of  the steps our government 
is taking to transform our housing 
system, modernize social housing and 
reduce greenhouse gas pollution.

Local Events
Newmarket and Aurora have been the 

host of  some great events over the past 
couple weeks.  The Hillary House held 
their sixth annual ball to support the 
Hillary House National Historic Site.  The 
ball is always a night of  fun and culture.

The Newmarket Hurricane’s and 
Aurora Tigers played their annual Pink 
in the Rink – Battle of  York charity game.  
The game is played in memory of  Kevin 
Lord, KJ Ramolla and Josh Sedore and 
all proceeds are donated to The Cancer 
Centre at Southlake.

I was delighted to attend. The 
Hurricanes won 2-1, for the sixth year in a 
row. It was a great night with good hockey.

I was honoured to recently attend the 
opening of  Cadence Health and Wellness 
in Newmarket.  The mental health 
service provider is geared toward first 
responders and members of  the military, 
their families and the general population. 
Many of  the staff  have first responderor 
military service, or a family member who 
has served.It is important that our first 
responders and military members, and 
their families, have someone to talk to 
who have walked the proverbial mile in 
their shoes.

As always, I invite you to contact me 
on any issue. Please call my community 
office at 905-750-0019, or visit my website 
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

One hit wonders
As I watch the unseemly circus 

act underway in the States, I think 
to myself, how on earth did they get 
to that point? It isn’t just the current 
President that’s at issue, though he is 
at the centre of  the current maelstrom 
of  insanity. There’s been a sharp turn 
towards issue driven politics for years 
now. So you can’t lay it all at the feet of  
one person.

Folks get involved in politics 
for many reasons. Most of  them – 
but clearly not all of  them - if  not 
noble reasons then at least for good 
intentions 

Many want to serve the public, do 
good for their communities. Others 
have a particular issue that they want 
to see addressed or fight against: A 
pipeline through the Province or clean-
up of  a toxic waste site. Or a proposed 
tax increase – or decrease, as the case 
may be.

Some have had success with being 
a one issue candidate.  I can think 
of  a few off  the top of  my head. But 
the issues were “big “issues, ones 
with significant and wide reaching 
implications. The province’s bottom 
line was affected. Or national policy 
was affected.  Fundamental changes 
to how we live our lives were at stake. 
Candidates that ran on platforms 
that focused on a single issue of  
importance, have had success. If  the 
issue affects just a handful of  folks it 
won’t gain any traction. 

It goes without saying, but petty 
local beefs rarely translate well to the 
interests of  the wider voting public. 
Maybe some local news coverage. But 
in the long run it does little to garner 
the sustained attention of  the general 
public. Unless, of  course, the “issue” 
is some nebulously defined issue like 
making your country “great” again. 
Whatever that means.

That being said, though, every vote 
counts. So discounting the views and 
interests of  folks affected by a local 
issue is similarly short sighted, as a 
candidate to the south of  us learned 
rather recently.

It’s the balance that matters, in my 
opinion at least. Mindful of  what is 
important to the country (or province, 
etc.) as a whole and to individuals.

Yes, unfortunately, pandering to 
certain groups can also play a part. 
We’ve seen an unfortunate rise in 
“issues driven” politics in elections 
across the globe. The politics of  
division has always met with some 
success. But the pendulum usually 
swings back. Usually. Let’s hope for 
our sake it does swing back soon.

That’s why political self-interest 
dressed up as righteous indignation is 
rarely in the public’s best interest. And 
it shows. It gets a little bit of  attention 
but then fizzles just as fast. Why? 
Because, at their core, most people are 
self-interested.

That isn’t a slam against anyone. 
It’s a fact. And it makes sense. If  
we weren’t interested in preserving 
ourselves well, goodness, who would?  
So if  an “issue” isn’t in the broader 
self-interest, then no one will pay any 
attention.  And that’s never a good 
thing in politics.

It’s like the one hit wonders of  the 
musical world.  They may get a hit, 
get some moderate success but then 
quickly fade from view because they 
never had anything to offer but a 
novelty. 

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives is celebrating…

The Unexplainable & All Things Spooky!
In October 1990, a local cable television program brought in a psychic researcher 
to the old Aurora Museum. During the interview, the researcher held this brooch 

and communicated information she received physically from the artefact, including: 
an association with someone named Grace, the death of a young girl aged seven 

or eight, and a local person of importance. Later conversations with the donor 
confirmed that she had a cousin named Grace who died very young and her father 

served as Town Clerk in Aurora for 11 years. Happy Hallowe’en! 82.7.3

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Aurora Quiz - Part 4

Amazon Bid

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Should Aurora opt out of having  
an LCBO-style recreational  
marijuana store in Town?
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UNSURE
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Cash prizes will be awarded for:
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The War Amps
1 800 250-3030
waramps.ca

Visit our website to make a donation or for information 
about leaving a gift in your will.

Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

It works! Nearly 13,000 sets of lost
keys are returned every year.

“Thank you for the safe return of my keys! My 
car fob would have cost $265 to replace, so I am 

especially happy to have it back.” – Joffre

Order key tags online.

The War Amps
Key Tag Service

For additional information contact  
1-866-665-6752 or visit york.ca/yardwaste

Check your waste calendar for  
yard waste collection days and guidelines.

Former MP launches Conservative bid in Newmarket-Aurora
Brown says she wants to be an “ear” for residents

By Brock Weir

Local Conservatives marked the two-
year countdown to the next Federal 
Election by looking firmly to the future, 
applauding former Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Lois Brown as she declared her 
intention to seek the party’s nomination 
for 2019.

Ms. Brown threw her hat into the ring 
before a packed house of  supporters 
Saturday at the Newmarket branch of  
the Royal Canadian Legion.

“It is two years today until the next 
election and we’re at the halfway mark 
for the mandate of  the Liberals and 
I believe we need to start getting our 
message out,” Ms. Brown told The 
Auroran on why she was declaring 
her intentions so early in the game. “I 
believe we need to work hard on behalf  
of  the people of  Newmarket-Aurora 
and make sure they know there are 
Conservatives right here who want to 
take their message to Ottawa.”

Since her defeat in the last Federal 
election by incumbent Liberal 
MP Kyle Peterson, Ms. Brown has 
remained a fixture at many community 
organizations. When asked what 
declaring now would enable her to do 
that she hasn’t been doing already, she 
said people have been asking her of  

future plans. 
“Now they know that I have made 

my declaration,” she said. “I have taken 
some time over the last two years to 
really give it some thought. [Husband] 
Kelvin and I have our business and we 
have had some really good contracts and 
have really enjoyed what we’re doing, 
but I believe I have more to do for this 
community and that’s why I am making 
my stake today.”

Ms. Brown put her stake in the 
ground through a speech in which she 
expressed her support for long-time MP 
Andrew Scheer, who was elected leader 
of  the Conservative party earlier this 
year, took aim at Mr. Peterson and his 
party’s policies, and offered her record 
as an MP. 

“While we will always be grateful 
for the leadership of  Stephen Harper, 
Canadians did vote for change in 
2015 and I will be the first to admit 
our communications needed some 
improvement,” Ms. Brown told 
supporters. “So, we have generational 
change in our leadership and I am 
excited to watch Andrew Scheer as 
he grows in his leadership and as he 
prepares to become our next Prime 
Minister. I believe Andrew understands 
you and he understands me. He was not 
born with a silver spoon in his mouth 

and he does not have a trust fund.
“Andrew is middle class and I know 

he cares deeply for the future of  Canada 
for his kids – and he must care a lot 
because he has five of  them! Andrew is 
focused on economic growth and jobs 
because he wants jobs for your kids and 
he wants jobs for his kids.”

While she said she was “excited” 
about the Party’s future, she said she 
was “dismayed” with the direction of  
the Liberal Government.

Chief  among these concerns were tax 
changes recently proposed by Finance 
Minister Bill Morneau which Ms. 
Brown said were an “attack” on small 
businesses and entrepreneurs.

“I can tell you the current  
member for Newmarker-Aurora…heard 
from hundreds of  his constituents 
who opposed the tax changes and 
simply asked for an extension for the 
consultations,” she claimed. “Well, 
Mr. Peterson stood up in the House of  
Commons in lock step with his Liberal 
colleagues and he voted against his 
constituents. So, I ask, Mr. Peterson, do 
you represent your constituents?”

She told supporters their question 
should be what they can expect from a 
Conservative government.

“I can assure you a Conservative 
government will return to the principles 
of  fiscal responsibility, balanced budgets, 
policies that encourage businesses 
and entrepreneurs and policies that 
let Canadians keep more of  their own 
money,” said Ms. Brown.

Veering briefly from policy, Ms. Brown 
explained to assembled Conservatives 
what she has been up to over the last 
two years. In addition to the business 
she shares with Kelvin, she said she 
has been working with the Newmarket 
Legion on various projects,  serving 
on the Regimental Council for the 
Queen’s York Rangers, continued her 
involvement with St. John’s Ambulance 
as well as the Aurora Historical Society.

“I have also continued my 
international development work with 
maternal newborn and child health,” she 
said. “I have been lending my knowledge 

and experience to several NGOs that are 
working in Africa and am currently 
a board member for my son-in-law’s 
corporation that is growing in Ghana. 
The time has come for me to refocus my 
energy because two years from today we 
will have a Federal election. I want to 
say thank you to every one of  you who 
has supported me and encouraged me 
over the last while and it has really been 
overwhelming for me, the number of  
people who have asked me to run again.

“I am running in response to those 
hundreds of  people I have encountered 
over the last two years who have asked 
me to run again. I am running because 
I feel the need to continue to serve my 
community right here in Newmarket-
Aurora  to use my experience to serve 
Canada and to make a better future 
for all Canadians. I know I still have so 
much to do and I still have so much to 
give. I can promise you this: I will work 
very, very hard to earn the right to be 
your Conservative candidate, but I need 
your support.”

to come visit us and our friendly 
and informed staff at the largest 
shoe store north of Metro! Omars 
is celebrating 47 years of fitting 
shoes for everyone from babies 
to adults. Clarks shoes have a long 
standing reputation for making 
good quality shoes that give you 
comfort right away. Select styles 
are also available in wide widths.

MAE, SAARAH & RAZ
KHAMISSA INVITE YOU

14800 YONGE ST. • AURORA SHOPPING CENTRE • 905-727-9391 • WWW.OMARSSHOES.COM
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SARLA CANDENCE

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS • OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 - 4 • EXCLUDING LONG WEEKENDS
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and informed staff  at the largest shoe store 

north of  Metro! Omars is celebrating 47 

years of  fitting shoes for everyone from 

babies to adults. Clarks shoes have a long 

standing reputation for making good quality 

shoes that give you comfort right away. 

Select styles are also available in wide widths. 

C L A R K D A L E  B U D

EST. 1970
SHOES

Lois Brown declared her candidacy for the Federal Conservative nomination at the Newmarket Legion on 
Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

FREE WORKSHOP: NOVEMBER 9TH 
IN AURORA

See article this page.

Advertorial

You’re invited! – Workshop: November 9th
New “Stress Test” an Opportunity for Investors 

Last week, the Offi ce of  Superintendent 
of  Financial Institutions (OSFI) published 
revised “stress test” guidelines aimed at 
qualifying requirements for home owners 
who have uninsured mortgages.

This is expected to have an impact on 
borrowing and create an opportunity for 
investors to earn between 8% and 12% 
annually on private mortgages.

Borrowers with a down pay-
ment or equity in their home 
of  under 20% of  its value 
must purchase mort-
gage insurance, such as 
CMHC insurance. This 
insurance protects 
the lender, not the 
homeowners.

Uninsured mortgag-
es, where the homeowner 
has equity in the home of  
more than 20% of  its value, are 
not required to have this insurance.

The new stress test for uninsured mort-
gages is meant to ensure that the borrow-
er would be able to service the loan if  in-
terest rates become higher than they are 
today.

The borrower has to qualify for the 
loan using the greater of:

• the 5 year Bank of  Canada 
benchmark rate (currently 4.89%)

• the rate in the mortgage contract 
plus 2%

The higher the rate, the more income 
required or higher equity to be injected.

Here is a case study of  the poten-
tial impact to a typical borrower:  A 
couple in the Greater Toronto Area wish 
to purchase a home for $1,000,000 and 
use a $200,000 down payment.  They need 
an $800,000 fi rst mortgage (uninsured) 
and are quoted a rate of  3.39%. They 
currently make $150,000 combined annual 
income and qualify for this loan.

Under the new rules effective Janu-
ary 1, 2018, the couple would not quali-
fy for this loan. In fact, they would need 
to prove an extra $25,000 in combined 
annual income for the same loan. 
Alternatively, they would have to provide 
additional equity of  $125,000 (total equity 
of  $325,000).  They could be required to 
seek a private mortgage to cover the 
shortfall.

Each government policy has 
unintended consequences. The draft-

ers of  these regulations likely did not 
consult a mortgage broker or a borrow-
er to determine the impact to a typical 
borrower from an arbitrary stress test.

“We expect signifi cant pain to 
homeowners in terms of  borrowing abili-
ty and to the real estate market in general. 
The ability to access credit is critical for 
the real estate market” says Paolo Abate, 
CEO of  UNION Capital Lending.

  For those wanting to learn 
more, there will be a free 

workshop on November 
9th in Aurora. Investors 
will learn how to get in-
volved, and how to examine 
private mortgage deals in 
order to maximize returns 
and reduce risk.

“We anticipate a pleth-
ora of  private mortgage 

investment opportunities in 2018 
for the average investor with cash or an 
RRSP,” said Victor Camba, a mortgage 
agent at UNION Capital Lending who 
specializes in matching borrowers with 
individual investors. “They will obtain 
similar benefi ts that banks enjoy, such as 
predictable and stable monthly cash fl ow, 
and ‘bricks and mortar’ security.”

For those who want to invest in real 
estate, register online to attend the free 
workshop. Seating is limited to the fi rst 25 
people who register.

REGISTER TODAY TO ATTEND 

Date:  Thursday, November 9th 
 at 7pm
Where: Aurora Town Hall
 Leksand Room
 100 John West Way, 
 Aurora
Cost:  Complimentary

Snacks and refreshments will be served.

Register Online
nov9-lending.eventbrite.ca

Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortgageInvesting

Email:  
victor.camba@unioncapital.ca
Call:  416-435-8340

Victor Camba is the Director of  Business 
Development, Lending for UNION Capital 
Management. Mortgage Brokerage Lic# 10318 
- Mortgage Agent Lic#M14001907

From page 1

ArtResolution
Graphic Design
Fine Art
Photography
Available for freelance projects 
Call 416-529-1305

www.artresolution.ca
   Brochures
 Websites
 Logos 
 Letterhead
 Advertising
 Signs
 Banners
 Magazines
 Reports
 Forms

Over 10 years 
of experience!

Architecture         
Designers l Builders l Construction l Magazine                                 January 2013 Edition

How Sculpture Influences Architects
By Edith Sampson, Architect

Artist and Architects of Change
Commentary Paris News 

Simply Art, Design or Function?
Editor Charles Francois

Feature Article
The Louvre Museum - Paris

    AquaticShelter
The Lily Pad plays an important role in the ecologialc health of pond life, water and air. 

          Oxygen 
Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.

          Environment
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk of 
species extinction increases as pond density 
declines.(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because 
different types of ponds will support character-
istic flora and fauna dependent on their origin 
and local environmental factors such as sub

          Aquatic Shelter
You may have seen cartoons showing large 
frogs and other pond creatures resting on the 
pad, but typically they only hold very small 
toads and insects. Small fish like to hide 
under these pads. because different types of 
ponds will support characteristic flora and 
fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as substrate, water-
source and surrounding habitat. 

          Food fo Mammals
The New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation notes that lily pads are 
not a main food source for wildlife, but ducks 
and geese will eat the berries. Small mammals 
like muskrat, beaver and porcupine will some-
times eat a lily pad, but this is not usually their 
main food source. It is difficult to be specific 
about what defines a ‘good’ pond for wildlife 
because different types of ponds will support 
characteristic flora and fauna dependent on 

http://www.ehow.com/
facts_7226530_infor-
mation-lily-pads-ponds.
html#ixzz2H3J7wRUE
Information on Lily Pads 
for Ponds By Brenda 
Christian, eHow 
Contributor

The  Lily Pad
          Aesthetics  

Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.  species 
extinction increases as pond density declines.
(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because different 
types of ponds will support characteristic flora 
and fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as sub

          Life Cycle
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk.

Ground officially broken on 108 unit Microtel Inn & Suites 
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Do you know exactly how 
much money you need to  
retire comfortably? 

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are 
three questions you need to ask yourself: 

•  Do I have a written financial plan? 
•  Is my investment portfolio on the right track? 
•  Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact  
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your 
retirement plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

land from the city which really provided 
the opportunity to be here today.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe, who took part in the 
groundbreaking along with Councillors 
John Abel, Harold Kim, Tom Mrakas, 
and Michael Thompson, was on the same 
page.

He praised the efforts of  Town Staff  in 
identifying what were seen as exorbitant 
development charges (fees that are paid 
by incoming developers to a municipality 
to account for growth) as a significant 
problem in attracting new hotels to York 
Region. Council took the ball and ran with 
it, bringing that message to York Region, 
where change ultimately came about.

“[Staff] first came to our Council in 
2015 with a proposal for the Town to look 
at its development charges and then, as 
Eric mentioned, we managed to leverage 
that up to the region for the Region to 
do something with their development 
charges,” said Mayor Dawe. “That kick-
started a few hotel developments across 
the Region and I am quite pleased we were 
able to get that going. 

“Microtel is not just the developer and 
operator of  hotels; they are also a good 
community partner and I know over the 
last couple of  years they have contributed 
extensively to the communities they work 
in and we do appreciate that. We’re very 
much looking forward to not only having 
a hotel, which has been quite a while, 
but for the facilities you’ll bring, the jobs 
you’re going to create, and the ability for 

people to stay locally.”
Added Mr. Watson: “Community is 

extraordinarily important to us. Hotels 
are a gathering place for the community. 
They are also a driver of  economic activity 
and a hub. We’re hoping to bring business 
back into Aurora with this hotel.”

Breaking ground on the new Microtel on Monday 
night were, from left, Councillors John Abel, Harold 
Kim, Tom Mrakas and Michael Thompson, Mayor 
Geoff Dawe, Eric Watson of MasterBUILT Hotels, 
Aurora Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Sandra Ferri and Board Chair George Hughes. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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D A T E 
November 15th, 2017 

 
T I M E 

18:00 - 20:00 
 

L O C A T I O N 
Royal Canadian  

Military Institute 
426 University Ave, Toronto, 

Ontario, M5G 1S9   

 
 

 

 

Presented by the Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Federal Liberal Association 

A N   E V E N I N G   
W I T H   THE HON. BILL GRAHAM 

The Hon. Bill Graham was  a Member of Parliament from 1993 to 
2007. He was the former Minister of Foreign Affairs , Minister of 
National Defence , Leader of the Opposition and Interim Leader of 
the Liberal Party of Canada. He is author of “The Call of the 
World; a Political Memoir” and is currently Chancellor of Trinity 
College in the University of Toronto. 

Leona Alleslev,  Ret’d Air Force Captain, is the Federal Liberal 
Representative for Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. 

www.event.liberal.ca/en/events/35003 Tickets 
Youth under 25 —$75     Adult—$250 
Victory Fund—$125        AORRH Liberal Leader Circle—$40 

LEONA ALLESLEV 

E VE N I N G  H O S T E D   B Y :   

We Look Forward to Seeing You There! 

For information  
please email:  

Leona@LeonaAlleslev.ca 

…with up to 30%* in savings & discounts

PLUS, save up to an additional 25% with our new 
smartphone app TELEMATICS!1 A convenient app to 
help you learn more about your driving habits, and 
potentially save.

•  Winter tires? Save up to 5%*
•  Multiple vehicles? Save up to 15%*
•  Hybrid or electric vehicle? Save up to 5%*
• College or university student? Save up to 10%*
•  Additional savings* if you have multiple policies with State Farm®

*Conditions apply. 1Certain products and services may not be available in all provinces and territories. The discount does not apply to certain endorsements 
and additional coverages. Please note that the savings will automatically be applied to the premium at renewal. Certain conditions and restrictions may apply.

 State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.  
® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 

used under Licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

Call me today.

your auto insurance
savings further…

driving
Start

1510024CN

Lora Cai Ins Agcy Ltd
Lora Cai, Agent
9140 Leslie St
Richmond Hill, ON  L4B 0A9
Bus: 905-764-6575

Online scavenger hunt reveals Aurora’s secrets
By Brock Weir

If  these walls could talk! 
Sure, we’re all familiar with that 

expression, and we’ve probably thought 
it once or twice before, but now the 
secrets of  Aurora’s more historic walls, 
and even its landmarks, are ready to 
give up their secrets  -- right on your 
phone. 

Sure, it will take some digging, but all 
the very best scavenger hunts do, and 
if  you learn something in the process, 
that’s all that matters for software 
developer Mark Kolb, the brain behind 
Hidden Aurora.

Mr. Kolb and his company Brainy 
Games, launched Hidden Aurora, an in-
browser app launched during Culture 
Days last month. People have already 
jumped into the hunt for Aurora’s 
secrets, but the developers are hoping 
more will join the party.

“We have over 100 secrets in Aurora 
right now,” says Mr. Kolb, indicating 
one at Caruso & Company, a store in 
continuous operation for over 100 years, 
and a landmark many Aurorans pass 
every single day. “We will show you a 
picture of  what Caruso’s looked like 
in the past and ask you what is there 
now. Behind Trinity Anglican Church, 
there is a little cemetery. Our game has 
a picture of  one of  the stones and asks 
who is buried next to it. The idea is that 
we will give directions on how to find 
the stones, people will find it, and seek 
out the information. Each of  the secrets 
has a question and an answer.”

The more you play, the more chances 

you have to win prizes. 
Hidden Aurora was initiated last 

year through a grant from the North 
Newmarket Lion’s Club. The software 
was already largely written for a 
project used by the York Region Festival 
Alliance but as soon as the grant money 
was in place, Mr. Kolb was hard at work 
piecing together a historical scavenger 
hunt first for Newmarket and then 
Aurora. 

“The Aurora Museum and Archives 
sent me a whole pile of  images of  
what used to be, for example, at Yonge 
and Wellington,” he says. “From 
the Museum, we’ll get background 
information on certain locations. Town 
Park, for example, has a lot of  history 
with sports and military, so there are 
pictures in the game of  things that 
happened in the past. The purpose is 
to educate the residents of  what this 
Town used to be like many, many years 
ago so they have an understanding of  
why Aurora is how it is today.”

To get started, one has to register 
their email address along with their 
first name or initials at hiddenaurora.
ca. 

From there, you select an avatar to 
appear on the leader board – and to 
keep track of  how your neighbours are 
doing! – and you’re good to go. Once 
you’re out in the community, an image 
will pop up inside the web app letting 
you know there is something to be 
found nearby and clues will be provided 
to lead you to it.

“Almost all the secrets in the game 
you have to be within 100 metres of  

the location to actually answer the 
questions,” says Mr. Kolb. “There are a 
number of  secrets highlighted in red so 
that you can actually play from home, 
but we are encouraging people to take 
a walk, bring the family, and explore 
Aurora.”

As more people do just that – get 
out and explore Aurora – Mr. Kolb 
is hoping the game is embraced 
by local businesses as well. Many 
establishments, particularly in 
the Downtown Core, operate out 
of  buildings that house a lot of  
“secrets” just waiting to be uncovered.  
Working together, Mr. Kolb says some 
of  these secrets can help bring people 
through the doors of  these shops and 
services. 

During this collaboration with the 
Aurora Museum & Archives, Mr. Kolb, 
an Aurora resident, says he has learned 

quite a bit on his own community and 
how some of  these historic threads are 
still relevant today. The railway which 
took people from Toronto to Lake 
Simcoe, passing through Aurora each 
day, is a particular point of  interest, he 
says, because that was “the mass transit 
of  the day” which had to make way for 
cars, but the need for mass transit is 
once again more relevant than ever.

“I think a lot of  people are interested 
in knowing what was around them at 
one time or another,” says Mr. Kolb. 
“Some people get involved in the 
community that way, and this is a good 
outing with your family and never 
ending. We don’t want the scavenger 
hunt to end. We just want more people 
playing.”

For more information on Hidden 
Aurora, visit www.hiddenaurora.ca.

Mayor Geoff Dawe was on hand Friday for the grand opening of Wellington Street East’s newest 
office, Aurora E&E Dentistry. The grand opening celebration, coinciding with the P.A. Day, featured 
office tours, face painting, live music, a photo booth, and more – all hosted by dentists Parisa Egh-
balian and Hamed Esmaeilion. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Mark Kolb of Brainy Games checks out a clue hidden at Aurora Town Park. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

A New Season

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
All tickets non-refundable  HST applicable on tickets

concert concertNovember 3    8pm November 10  8pm share

Seniors/Students: $28     Adults: $34 Tickets $30 advance | $35 day of concert

Gryphon Trio
“This is a piano trio that 
plays with strength and 
unanimity…big, bold, 
almost orchestral 
performances” 
     – The Los Angeles Times

Generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert Kraft                Generously sponsored by          

Great Artist Music Series

Live Music and Events
at the Aurora 

Cultural Centre 
For tickets/info: 

905 713-1818

RECONCILIATION 
TREE
Share your hopes for 
reconciliation on the tree, 
created by Newmarket 
artist Don Chretien.

Extended until 

November 3!
Rémi Bolduc 

Jazz Trio
Presents

Swingin’ 
with Oscar

Subscription 
Series

Nov. 16-26
Playing at the 

Newmarket Theatre

Order tickets online at newtix.ca or by phone 
at 905-713-1040

Apr. 5-15. '18

Buy both shows and SAVE! 
Adult $52  Senior 65+/Child 12- $48

Single Tickets - Adult $29, Senior 65+/Child 12- $27, Groups 10+ $25 

The Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair 
will feature free Activities for children every day!

www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com

SATURDAY OCT. 28

Pumpkin  Carving 
CONTEST

pumpkin carving contest 
open to ALL – with prizes
entertainment 
pumpkin bowling

A warm Thank You to our sponsors for their support: 

Return to Health; snapd
Home Hardware
Marion Carcone Real Estate; Kumon Math and Reading Centre; The Rotary Club

Platinum level:

Gold level: 

Silver level: 

Last day outside in the park

COME IN 
COSTUME

Elvis has Marquee “All Shook Up” for next show
By Brock Weir 

Elvis Presley’s music – okay, 
probably his hips more than anything 
– left audiences all shook up when he 
burst onto the music scene in the 1950s, 
and now his music is leaving a whole 
new generation “All Shook Up.” 

Aurora’s Marquee Theatrical 
Productions has spent the last few 
months immersed in all things “Elvis” 
in the lead-up to their production of  
“All Shook Up” next month, a musical 
based around 24 classic Elvis tracks.

Opening November 16 at the 
Newmarket Theatre, All Shook Up 
takes audiences back to the Midwestern 
United States in 1955 “where loud 
music, public necking and tight 
pants are outlawed.” Loosely based 

on Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the 
story follows Natalie, a mechanic, with 
“dreams of  hitting the open road for a 
more exciting life” until she meets the 
guitar-playing rebel Chad who lights an 
altogether different spark inside of  her.

“The show is hilarious and I feel 
privileged to work with everyone in 
this cast because I have been blown 
away by the talent people bring to their 
characters – and I love the music,” 
says actor Ellen Cotton. “There is so 
much music in this show – 27 separate 
numbers! – and I can’t even pick a 
favourite because there are so many.”

For many of  the young company, this 
has been their first serious introduction 
to the hit maker’s song book, leaving 
them wanting more. They are intrigued 
that the songs are not only toe-tappers 

today, but help anchor the storyline 
with themes that resonate with the 
current generation as well.

“There are a couple of  plot lines 
where society is saying you shouldn’t 
do that,, or it is not right, and that is 
still relevant,” says Ellen.

Adds fellow actor Sadie Harrison, 
“It is really light-hearted and fun, but 
it counters all the hate you hear about 
in the news.”

Helping the actors bring the songs 
to life is conductor Dale Matshushige 
who, for the first time, is taking on the 
role of  Music Director. Having already 
collaborated on previous Marquee 
productions ranging from Joseph & 
The Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat 
to The little Mermaid, she is working 
with the cast on each and every song 
as well as the orchestra, which takes 
over their Industrial Parkway North 
rehearsal space at least once a week. 

“It is a great, fun musical that we are 
totally enjoying and I am having a great 
time working with this cast,” says Dale. 
“They are a great group of  singers, they 
work hard, learn hard, learn quickly 

and whatever we do they take it back on 
their own, practice it and perfect it.”

While Dale admits she was not a 
particular fan of  Elvis’ music going in, 
All Shook Up has provided her plenty to 
work with. Can’t Help Falling In Love 
is one song which strikes a particular 
chord with her, and audiences in turn 
won’t be able to help falling in love with 
All Shook Up, she says.

“I recently saw a production of  this 
in Grand Bend and found an all-round 
happy feeling,” she says, “and that is 
what I am hoping our audiences will 
feel as well. There is a lot of  laughter 
and even emotional tears. There are a 
lot of  feelings evoked and that’s what 
we’re hoping to produce with these cast 
members. “

Marquee Theatrical Productions’ 
production of  All Shook Up opens 
Thursday, November 16 at Theatre 
Aurora, playing on select days and times 
through November 26. For tickets, visit 
www.newtix.ca or call 905-953-5122. For 
more information on the show, visit 
marqueetp.com. 

FALL AT THE MARKET – Haley, Kylie, Lily and Grace let their creativity run wild at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market on Saturday morning as volunteers hosted seasonal crafts and games. The Farmers’ Mar-
ket’s outdoor season wraps up this Saturday, October 28, with a pumpkin carving contest and all sorts of  
Hallowe’en-themed activities.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Preparing for next month’s show on Sunday were musical director Dale Matsushige, and actors Ellen Cot-
ton and Sadie Harrison. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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INTRODUCTION TO SENIOR SCHOOL 
(Grades 9-12)

Wednesday, November 1  |   6:30 p.m.

FAMILIES WITH STUDENTS IN GRADES 8-11 are invited to learn more 
about our exciting Senior School program for students in Grade 9-12, 
the Global Leadership Program and the transition to high school.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between challenging 

students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied to their 

university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, 

including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and presentation

• design, invent and problem solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as ethical, 

compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

In today’s increasingly complex world, these values are at the core of our vision to develop 

leaders with the skills and the desire to make their world a better place.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

EMPOWERING 
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS
Now accepting applications for September 2018
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Only a few days left.
Hurry in. Amazing deals on energy efficient products are waiting for you in store during Deal Days, that can help you save 
without giving up comfort. Act fast to take advantage of savings like $2 off ENERGY STAR® certified specialty LEDs.  
Deals end November 5. To find participating retailers, products and savings available, visit alectraconservation.com/DealDays. 

Visit saveonenergy.ca for details. Valid from October 6th to November 5th, 2017. Up to 10 items per incentive. Taxes payable on full purchase price before discount. The IESO does not provide any warranties, guarantees or endorsements for any product and 
assumes no liability for their use. OMOfficial Mark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Enersource Hydro Mississauga, Horizon Utilities Corp., Brampton Hydro and PowerStream Inc. are now Alectra Utilities Corp.

OCT 6 - NOV 5

Yeee!
Time is running out to save.

$2off
ENERGY STAR® 
certified specialty LEDs

$4off
Heavy-duty outdoor 
plug in timers (holiday 
and outdoor lighting)

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

On-street winter parking restrictions set to return after pilot project
By Brock Weir 

Aurora residents could once again 
face a ban on overnight on-street 
parking during the winter season 
pending a decision of  Council this 
week.

Last year, the Town took on a 
pilot project which suspended 
traditional overnight on-street 
parking restrictions in favour of  
a new system where parking bans 
would only come into effect when 
snow was forecast. According to 
recommendations brought forward to 
Council at the Committee level last 
week, this brought about unintended 
consequences. 

“The pilot project allowed residents 
to park overnight on the roadways 
without restrictions during good 
weather,” said Mandie Eddie, Manager 
of  Bylaw Services, in her report. “When 
a snowfall over 8 cm was predicted, a 

snow event was announced at which 
point residents had 24 hours to remove 
their vehicles from the roadway so 
that snow clearing could commence. 
In extreme weather conditions, cars 
had to be removed within 12 hours 
of  the announcement of  the extreme 
snow event. Drivers were required to 
remove cars from the roadways during 
the daytime as well as the night time.”

As the pilot project wore on, Ms. 
Eddie says residents were “unhappy” 
they were unable to park on local 
streets during the day and a “lack of  
compliance” led to roads being full 
of  parked cars when the snow plows 
came around.

“Although the pilot project allowed 
for overnight parking on the street, the 
daytime restrictions were problematic 
and did not address the operational 
needs of  the crews responsible for 
snow clearing. In addition, despite 

ongoing communication through every 
available channel, some residents 
and visitors expressed confusion 
regarding parking restrictions.”

So, the old system is set to come 
back.

Staff  will be clearing roads 
overnight once the snow flies to 
“ensure residents have access to 
cleared roads” during the morning 
rush hour. 

“Reinstating the overnight parking 
restrictions will reduce the number of  
parked cars on the road and improve 
snow efforts,” said Ms. Eddie, adding 
the pilot project also drew the ire 
of  local businesses as owners, and 
patrons, ran the risk of  being ticketed 
when out running errands.

Once approved by Council, the 
parking bylaw will prohibit on-street 
parking between the hours of  2 a.m. 
and 6 a.m. starting November 15 and 
running through April 15.

It received the green light at the 
Committee level, but Councillors 
asked for more information to come 
forward this week ahead of  final 
approval. Among the questions they 
had on whether this was time sensitive 
and had to be endorsed this week.

Ms. Eddie told lawmakers the Bylaw 
Department wanted to make sure they 
had a program approved to allow 
plenty of  time to “educate the public” 
that things were going back to how 
they were, but Council members also 
brainstormed alternatives to make 
things easier for residents.

When allowing residents who have 
more vehicles than parking spaces to 
park on their front lawns was nixed as 
a suggestion, questions then turned to 
the ticketing process. 

“Snow clearing is one of  the most 
important services that we have to 
offer residents and, in my experience, 
it is one of  the ones I get the most 
feedback on, usually when people 
aren’t happy,” said Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner. “The intent is only when 
there are snow events to be ticketing 
cars that are on the street.”

In response, Ms. Eddie said 

the department’s intention is to 
communicate when plows will be 
on the road, and this strategy will 
include a link on the Town’s website 
to indicate when the plows will be out 
and running. 

“The bylaw, in reality, prohibits 
[parking] between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., so 
that is really to set an expectation for 
drivers and homeowners not to park 
during that time,” she said. “However, 
there doesn’t seem to be any need at 
this point to ticket somebody if  there 
are no blades on the ground and there 
is no snow clearing taking place.”

Asked by Councillor Tom Mrakas 
whether daytime tickets during snow 
events under the pilot project “helped” 
with the efficiency of  the snow 
clearing process, Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, said 
ticketing doesn’t solve the problem.

“It is our position that we would 
love all the cars off  the road all the 
time,” said Mr. Downey. “That would 
be in an ideal world and I am realistic 
enough to know that we don’t live in 
an ideal world, so we are looking for 
as effective a program as we can. We 
need all the cars off  the roads at some 
point, so that is what this plan does. If  
we could extend that into additional 
hours, that would be great, but my 
problem is I couldn’t tell you how 
many hours that would be and when 
those would be mostly effected by it 
because it really depends on the snow 
day.

“It is going to be our practice that if  
we aren’t able to clear the road during 
the day, we’re going to come back and 
do it during the night when we haven’t 
got the cars on the road and we will 
see how that works. There may be 
additional costs associated with that, 
but we’re hoping we’re going to be able 
to address residents’ needs as best we 
can and I think communications is 
extremely important. Even if  we don’t 
have restrictions on parking, it would 
be great if  you didn’t park on the road.

“Ticketing a car doesn’t help 
because it doesn’t remove a car, and 
that is what the issue is.”
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From page 5

From page 1

last week to support alternatives. 
“My experience anecdotally has been 

people in my neighbourhood, who have 
kids, who have been unable to afford to 
move [and] purchase a home or condo, 
trying to save money in order to afford 
a down payment,” said Greg Smith, 
speaking in Open Forum, “[having] the 
ability to park on the streets overnight 
was of  a lot of  value. I see now that the 
proposal is to look at clearing snow 
during the evening hours between 2 
a.m. and 6 a.m., I think that’s great, 
I know there are a lot of  challenges 
predicting when it is going to snow, but 
if  it snows at 6 a.m. and crews have to 
get out during the day, we’re still going 
to be faced with the same challenges of  
unpredictability as to when the roads 
need to be cleared.”

Communications regarding the 
pilot project were “excellent,” he said, 
resulting in about 700 people engaged 
in the text notification system alerting 
residents to a snow event, and indicates 
its effectiveness.

“The opportunity for residents, 
where necessary, to park on the roads 
during the evenings and in the winter 
months is very important,” said Mr. 
Smith. “It is almost like [when] there 
isn’t a snow event, there will be a 
blind eye turned to winter parking 
enforcement and there really still 
will be no parking available from 2 
a.m. to 6 a.m., just that the Town will 
choose to look the other way when 
there isn’t snow maintenance being 
done. I think that in itself  also creates 
some challenges, but I think from a 
communications perspective what has 
been done this past winter was very 
effective.”

Underscoring the “importance” of  
residents having the ability to park on 
the street was 22-year-old Austen Clark.

A recent college graduate, Mr. Clark 
told Council that after graduating he 
secured a full time job in Richmond 
Hill and taking York Region Transit to 
get to Elgin Mills and Highway 404 took 
nearly 90 minutes. He secured a car, 
he said, which slashed his travel time 

down to 20.
“I have a single driveway which my 

dad parks in and then I have a garage 
my mom parks in, so there is nowhere 
for me to park,” he said. “I park on 
Stone Road and during the winter 
when it snows, and there is that 2 a.m. 
to 6 a.m. period where there will be 

snow plowing, I agree that it will be 
necessary for plows to come by and 
clear the roads but at that time I have 
nowhere to move my car.”

A solution, he suggested, would be to 
allow cars to park on the left side of  the 
road during odd-numbered days and on 
the right side of  the road during even 

days which would allow plows to clear 
either side of  the street every other day.

“That would leave the responsibility 
up to myself  and others affected by this 
to pay attention to when it is going to 
snow. “I hope you consider my idea or 
if  you come up with any other ideas 
that would solve my problem.”

Residents say parking pilot was more convenient

Answers:

1. Yes - Zokol Drive, near Bayview and 
Wellington

2. Donut consumption
3. Less - about $4.25
4. Magna, with 400 staff  based out of  

their Wellington Street headquarters, has 
about twice as many as the Town

5. True - that’s equivalent to a very full 
bathtub

6. No, bylaw 4752-05P says you can’t 
bring an exotic animal into a park or 
other public space

7. The first Farmers’ Market – of  this 
century, anyway

8. No
9. False – it’s not an acronym for 

anything
10. The library
11. No - Vaughan, Markham and 

Richmond Hill all have well over 60,000 
residents per representative

12. False - not surprisingly, it was all 
previously farm and pasture land

13. Theatre Aurora is the old timer at 59 
years vs. 14 for Marquee

14. Reeve
15. The Metropolitan Street Railway
16. Softball
17. Charles Doan
18. True - that reservoir holds about 3 

million litres of  water vs 2.5 million for an 
Olympic sized pool.

19. The fenced in tree, so named because 
it has been split in half  by lightning and 
still survives

20. More – according to the Town’s 
website, there are 60

Scoring: 
  0 -  5   

You’re not from around here, are you?
  6 -10

Not bad - you’re obviously a local
11 -18

Well done - you’ve been reading  
The Auroran

19 -20
Congratulations, you must have been  

a Citizen of  the Year

INSIDE 
AURORA

Aurora Quiz - Part 4
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28TH 
1:30 pm - 4 pm

Robert Bateman 

BIGGS’ GALLERY 
& CUSTOM FRAMING

BIGGS’ GALLERY & CUSTOM FRAMING

www.biggsartandframing.com
15165 Yonge Street 905-727-6308

Meet

We invite you to drop by the Gallery before the Show and view the large
Bateman picture selection in order to reserve your choice and with

any Bateman purchase receive a DRAW ENTRY for a framed Bateman print.

Aurora (just South of Wellington, East Side)

at Biggs’ Gallery
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SAMSUNG 24 Cu. Ft. 

36" FamilyHub™ Refrigerator 

MODEL RF265BEAESR (1001072452)

ONLY 

$2998
t

SAMSUNG 5.8 Cu. Ft. 

Self‑Clean Slide‑In Electric  

Range with Dual Convection  

MODEL NE58M9430SS (1001049785)

ONLY 

$1498
t

SAMSUNG Dishwasher 

MODEL DW80K5050US  

(1001015974)

ONLY 

$698
t

SAMSUNG 28.1 Cu. Ft. 36" 4‑Door 

Refrigerator MODEL RF28HMEDBSR

(1000789314)

ONLY

$2498
t

SAMSUNG 25.5 Cu. Ft. 

33" Refrigerator MODEL RF26J7500SR

(1000830745)

ONLY

$2198
t

GE PROFILE™ 23.8 Cu. Ft. 

33" Refrigerator MODEL PFE24JSKSS

(1001002651)

ONLY

$1998
t

MAYTAG® 25 Cu. Ft. 36" Refrigerator  

MODEL MFF2558FEZ (1001017931)

ONLY

$1798
t

GE PROFILE™ 20.8 Cu. Ft. 

30" Refrigerator with Icemaker  

MODEL PNE21KMKES (1001003761)

ONLY

$1698
t

SAMSUNG 21.6 Cu. Ft. 

30" Refrigerator with Icemaker  

MODEL RF220NCTASR (1000652736)

ONLY

$1398
t

LG 22.1 Cu. Ft. 30" Refrigerator  

MODEL LDNS22220S (1001004631)

ONLY

$1498
t

FRIGIDAIRE® 18 Cu. Ft. 

30" Refrigerator MODEL FFTR1821TS

(1001062858)

ONLY

$798
t

MAYTAG® 6.4 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean 

Electric Range with True Convection 

MODEL YMER8800FZ (1001024818)

ONLY

$1298
t

LG 6.3 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean Electric 

Range with True Convection  

MODEL LRE3193ST (1001050172)

ONLY

$1198
t

FRIGIDAIRE GALLERY® 5.7 Cu. Ft. 

Self‑Clean Electric Range with True 

Convection MODEL CGEF3062TF (1001087491)

ONLY

$1598
t

GE® 5.0 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean Electric 

Range with True Convection  

MODEL JCB840EKES (1001003734)

ONLY

$998
t

SAMSUNG 5.9 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean 

Electric Range with Warming Drawer 

MODEL NE59J7651WS (1000831240)

ONLY

$998
t

WHIRLPOOL® 5.3 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean 

Electric Range with Fan Convection  

MODEL YWFE520S0FS (1001031396)

ONLY

$898
t

FRIGIDAIRE® 5.4 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean 

Electric Range with Fan Convection 

MODEL CFEF3056TS (1001062851)

ONLY

$848
t

GE® 5.0 Cu. Ft. Self‑Clean Electric 

Range MODEL JCB630DKWW (1001052880)

ONLY

$678
t

Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.

tDelivery fee applies starting at $49.98 plus applicable taxes.  
Appliances available through Special Order, direct-to-home delivery only. Restrictions and additional charges may apply. 
Ask in-store or call 1-800-668-2266 for details.

REFRIGERATORS

While quantities last. Sorry, no rain checks.

See page 10 for details.1

REFRIGERATORS

If you fnd a lower in‑store priced Appliance, we’ll beat it by 10%. See page 10 for details.***

NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES ON APPLIANCES. GUARANTEED.

RANGES

LED  
lighting

LED  
lighting

LED  
lighting

Under  
67" tall

Slate  

fnish

Slate fnish

Mid convertible 
drawer

5 elements

5 elements
5 burners

EasyClean®  

option

Steam clean  
option

Stainless  
steel tub

21.5" Wi‑Fi  
enabled 

touchscreen

FINAL DAYS
Ends Wednesday, October 18, 2017

All appliances are subject

to an additional delivery fee.
t

Warming  
drawer

ll li es are bje t

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

LG 22 Cu. Ft. 30" Refrigerator  

MODEL LFD22786ST (1000795118)
LG 6.3 Cu. Ft. Self-Clean Electric 

Range with True Convection  
MODEL LRE3193ST (1001050172)

LG Dishwasher  
MODEL LDF5545ST (1001036127)

ONLY 
$1598

SAVE $100
$998

reg. $1098

SAVE $100
$698

reg. $798

REALLY

All appliances are subject  
to an additional delivery fee.

  

 
Stainless  
steel tub

EasyClean ®
option

FINAL DAYS
Ends Wednesday,  
November 1, 2017 
While quantities last.  
Sorry, no rain checks. 

See pages 3 and 4 for more  
details and selection.

FINAL DAYS
Ends Wednesday,  
November 1, 2017 
While quantities last.  
Sorry, no rain checks. 

See pages 3 and 4 for more  
details and selection.

Rent subsidies nixed for groups displaced by Library 
Square construction

By Brock Weir

When the wrecking ball finally clears 
Library Square as early as this fall, 
several community groups  will need to 
find accommodation elsewhere.

But Council is set to reject a staff  
recommendation this week calling on 
the Town to subsidize their rent.

The recommendations were put 
forward by Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation who, 
in his report to Council last week, 
said groups such as the 140 Air Cadet 
Squadron, the Faith Fellowship Baptist 
Church and the Aurora Bridge Club 
had requested support. 

“The 140 Air Cadet Squadron 
has been successful in finding an 
alternative space [to the old Library] 
to meet their needs; however, the new 
space has increased the present lease 
payment from $870/year with the Town 
to $8,400/year at the new location. They 
have requested subsidization from the 
Town to help bridge this gap. Staff  are 
recommending the group be subsidized 
on a declining scale over the next 10 
years. 

“The 140 Air Cadet Squadron would 
receive 90 per cent of  the new lease rate 
in year one and that would decrease by 
10 per cent each subsequent year. That 
would permit a payment in year one 
similar to their existing rent and permit 
them time to raise funds gradually, 

towards independence from the Town.”
A further request was made by the 

Aurora Bridge Club, which recently 
vacated the old library for a facility in 
Newmarket. Their request was for a 
waiver of  permit fees to use the Craft 
Room at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre 
on Sunday afternoons from September 
to June of  each year. A subsidy would 
have clocked in at $7,500 of  lost revenue 
to the Town.

Faith Fellowship’s request was 
similar, asking for a waiver of  fees to 
use the Centre’s West McKenzie Room 
on Sundays of  $8,000 to keep their rent 
similar to what they were paying for 
the old library.

These requests, as well as a 
suggested $10,000 infusion in the 2018 
Budget to pay for staff  to “open and 
close” the Seniors’ Centre for the 
Church and Bridge Club, were rejected 
by Councillors at General Committee 
meeting and it is this rejection which is 
set for ratification this week.

“For the most part I agree with it, 
but I do not agree with support for the 
Faith Fellowship Baptist Church,” said 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe.

Mayor Dawe made a motion to 
remove the church from the equation, 
which failed to gain traction around 
the Council table, but an outright defeat 
was ultimately passed. 

Councillor Jeff  Thom, for instance, 
questioned whether providing these 

groups with a subsidy would create a 
precedent when collecting fees for the 
use of  various municipal facilities.

“It is kind of  hard once you begin to 
subsidize groups for space and then not 
subsidize the other groups for space,” 
he said. “While this might seem like 
an insignificant amount of  money 
comparative to the rest of  the budget, 
what happens when a group of  more 
significance asks for subsidization 
and, for a variety of  reasons, want to 
improve their services to their users?

“We charge just under $1 million 
to hockey for ice time. At some point, 
I worry about subsidizing space or 
subsidizing groups for renting space. 
I know we have tried to do as much 
as we can for the groups at these two 
properties and we’re moving ahead, but 
I am not in favour of  this.”

Councillor Michael Thompson 
also expressed some misgivings, 
particularly when it came to the Air 
Cadets. As the Air Cadets only had 
a three-year lease for the old library, 
Councillor Thompson said a 10 year 
agreement for subsidization, as 
recommended, did not make sense to 
him.

“The tenants of  the building were on 
a month to month lease, they were well 
aware for many, many years this was 
a temporary home and at some point 
they would have to move,” he said. 
“Now we have a report before us that, 
in some cases, is advocating that we 
provide them with an amount for a 10 
year period. To me, I have trouble  with 
the fact that we’re subsidizing them for 

such a long period of  time given that 
they were on a month to month lease.

“Philosophically, I am having trouble 
saying we’re going to give you the rent 
subsidy for a 10 year period when you 
only have a three year lease in front of  
you. If  it would be three years and come 
back and reconsider it, depending on 
where they end up and how that is all 
going to work, so be it, but just the way 
the report is now I can’t support it.”

On a similar wavelength was 
Councillor Harold Kim who said 
he could not “in good conscience” 
subsidize third party groups using 
Town property.

Councillor John Abel, on the other 
hand, offered a different perspective.

Renewing his calls for using 
the historic Aurora Armoury as a 
resource for displaced community 
groups, despite that facility potentially 
being the subject of  a long-term deal 
discussed behind closed doors but not 
yet reported out to the public, he said 
the community groups’ contributions 
to Aurora should be considered.

“The Aurora Bridge Club has left. 
They are already in Newmarket and 
that is 240 seniors that travel and shop 
in our downtown core and they were 
there five days a week,” he said. “It’s 
a tremendous loss to our activities, 
economics and everything else we try 
and attain. I feel it is a nomadic situation 
we have left our clubs in. We can’t do it 
for everybody but long-standing clubs 
like the cadets and bridge club should 
be given the same sort of  treatment as 
other groups and organizations.”

Aurora looks to Georgina for 
animal shelter service

By Brock Weir 

Aurora is set to wrap up its long 
relationship with the OSPCA, 
joining with three other York Region 
municipalities in contracting Georgina 
to handle animal shelter service.

The change, if  approved by Council 
this week, will come into effect in 
2018 and result in a $60,000 savings to 
taxpayers.

The switch to the Township of  
Georgina’s in-house animal shelter 
service is the result of  a long 
investigation on ways York Region’s 
Northern Six (N6) municipalities 
(Aurora, King, Newmarket, Georgina, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville and East 
Gwillimbury) could collaborate and 
save money.

Although the study didn’t result 
in a full N6 complement contracting 
Georgina, Aurora will be joining 
Georgina, Newmarket and East 
Gwillimbury on the contract.

Aurora has used the services of  the 
Whitchurch-Stouffville-based OSPCA 
since 2008. 

In 2015, the N6 began looking 
at a study for potential options to 
collaborate on animal shelter services. 

“The N6 CAOs and the Animal Shelter 
Working Group have agreed that a five 
year term contract (with an optional 
one year extension) between the Towns 
of  Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina 
and Newmarket is a partnership that 
will continue to provide efficiencies, 
service improvements and a level of  
cost certainly to all of  the respective 
communities,” said Techa van 
Leeuwen, Aurora’s Director of  
Corporate Services in a report before 
Council. “The agreement establishes 
a board of  senior staff  to oversee the 
agreement and identify additional 
opportunities for alignment of  fees, 
bylaws, education and enforcement, 
and other potential municipal partners 
and/or facilities. The agreement also 
outlines animal shelter services.”

Based on a cost sharing model, 
Aurora’s share of  animal shelter 
services for 2018 is set at the lowest of  
the four participating municipalities 
at $122,400. This number increases to 
$158,100 in 2019 and, by the end of  the 
contract, Aurora’s contributions are 
expected to total $773,900.

“The overall impact to the operating 
budget is a net savings of  approximately 
$60,000,” Ms. Van Leeuwen concluded.

This savings, however, will be 
partially taken up by the creation of  
one full-time employment position 
dedicated to animal control. 

“A municipal partnership for 

the provision of  shelter services 
commencing in 2018 will result in the 
Town of  Aurora ending their service 
relationship with the OSPCA,” said Ms. 
van Leeuwen. “The Town of  Aurora 
Bylaw Services division is proposing 
to proceed with providing animal 
control and enforcement in-house. 
This will require Council approval for 
an additional full time bylaw officer 
dedicated to animal control and a 
capital project budget for the purchase 
of  a vehicle, equipment and training. 

“Benefits to providing animal 
control and enforcement services 
within the Bylaw Services Division 
include increased accountability, 
control and performance; enhanced 
community outreach and engagement; 
more flexibility to respond to 
community needs through cross 
training; opportunities for innovative 
approaches to create a dog-friendly 
community; [and] greater compliance 
with animal control and pet licensing 
bylaws.”

The sweeping changes received 
the widespread support of  Council, 
sitting on the Committee level last 
week, but there were still questions 
on the table, including questions from 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner on how 
taking these services in-house would 
benefit animal control within Aurora, 
from pet licensing to improved service 
to residents. 

While Mandie Eddie of  the Bylaw 
Department said licensing is a separate 
matter, there are a number of  benefits 
to be realised.

“Accountability would be one; 
responsiveness in a timely manner to 
the residents would be another,” said 
Ms. Eddie. “We have begun preparations 
already for officers to support any 
endeavours we have with animal control 
because we believe it is important to the 
public. We have made strides in making 
better enforcement through the trails 
systems and bringing it in house would 
bring the accountability into the office. 
We would be better informed, have 
better communication all round.

“I ran animal control in two other 
municipalities and it was something 
where the accountability stayed at 
home. We were really able to manage 
things according to what our residents’ 
requirements were.”

This ticked all the boxes for 
Councillor Tom Mrakas.

“We say time and time again our job 
is to look at ways to provide a better 
service for the same or less money and 
that’s what I think staff  have done. 
We’re going to be providing that better 
service to our residents,” he said.

The Grand Opening at Stonehaven Financial on Wellington Street East in Aurora was a huge suc-
cess.  Attending in the photo above: Robbie Fleischacker, Sean Ross, Bob Fleischacker, Scott Harris, 
Mayor Dawe, Robb Wismer, Justin Gifford, Gayle Shannon, Sharon Presford and Kerrie Rose. Entrepre-
neurs, families, business owners, professional athletes and business professionals seek out Stonehaven  
Financial Group we help them make decisions that move them toward the life and future they want. 
Stonehaven is located at 46 Wellington Street East, just east of Yonge Street. 

Auroran photo by Doug Sherritt

Advertorial
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Daughter’s legacy allows local family to make $20K donation to SickKids

By Brock Weir

Toronto’s Hospital For Sick Children 
became a second home to the Watkin 
family.

At the hospital day in and day out as 
their daughter Sarah received treatment 
for acute myeloid leukemia, they soon 
found everything they needed was there 
as Sarah bravely fought for life.

Tragically, Sarah lost her fight in 
2014 but her legacy lives on through 
community-led and student-led initiatives 
throughout York Region fighting for a 
cure.

This past December, the Skate for 
Sarah fundraiser took place once again, 
raising a whopping $20,900 for charity. 
While the previous year’s proceeds went 
to support kids who couldn’t afford to 
participate in organized sports, this year 
the family decided to give back to their 
“second home,” and made the emotional 
presentation to SickKids last week.

“SickKids was not just a home,” says 
Mark, an Aurora resident and teacher 
at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School. 
“When Sarah was having a bad day, a clown 
just walked into her room magically and 
cheered her up. There were days when she 
had about a 107 fever for a week and you 
could see the pain in her eyes. SickKids 
brought in clowns, massage therapists, 
whoever needed to be with her.

“I remember hours upon hours of  me 
and my wife crying and there was always 
a nurse to talk to, someone who just cared. 

We wanted SickKids to put the money 
towards funding some sort of  research 
and hopefully they can come up with a 
new drug, a new trial, a new something 
because right now when you’re diagnosed 
with AML leukemia, your success rate is, 
at best, 50 per cent and then your odds go 
down fairly quickly.

“That’s what happened to Sarah. We 
can’t save Sarah’s life, but maybe we can 
save someone else’s life.”

Mark Watkin has been a teacher at 
Williams for two years. Before he joined 
the school’s faculty, however, he was 
already a familiar face to many students.

The Dr. G.W. Williams community is 
one which embraced Sarah and her cause 
fairly early on, long before her passing.

Students formed “Sarah’s Stars” 
which spearheaded numerous in-school 
initiatives – and initiatives that spread 
well beyond Williams’ walls – in Sarah’s 
honour, including a “swabbing” drive 
aimed to get community members 
registered on the National Bone Marrow 
registry with a simple cheek swab. 

Sarah’s passing steeled the students’ 
resolve to make a difference her name and 
those programs endure to this day. 

“Sarah really hit a nerve with so many 
people,” says Mr. Watkin. “When we 
started posting about her on Facebook, 
there were about half  a million views. As 
a result, so many people were watching 
and just wanted to do something. One 
of  the people who approached me asked 
if  he could use our daughter’s name for 

*Some conditions may apply

VICTOR CHETCUTI
Sales Representative

NO Gimmicks! For information on my exclusive 
Guaranteed Sale Program, order a Free Report by 
visiting: www.SoldOrIBuyItGuaranteed.com
Or FREE Recorded Message: 1-866-231-9453 

ID# 2072 
For a FREE in home evaluation with no obligation 

Call Victor at 416-553-2474 and start packing!

The Watkin family  
recently donated over 
$20,000 to SickKids, a 
hospital very close to 
their hearts. 

Submitted photo

something positive. As long as we can use 
Sarah’s name for something good in this 
world, why not? 

“You have a child, hope they grow up 
and so forth, but we entered a world I 
hope no parent ever enters. When your 
child has cancer, everything changes. 
Everything has forever been changed.”| 
Sarah’s Drive For Hope started off  with 
the simple premise of  encouraging 
people to donate blood. When it became 
evident Sarah might need a bone 
marrow transplant, their focus shifted 
to increasing the ranks of  the National 
Bone Marrow registry as neither of  
Sarah’s parents were matches.

As a teacher, Mark made a few calls 
and students were soon on board lending 
their hands – and their cheeks – for the 
cause

That started a groundswell and two 
years ago every high school across the 
York Region District School Board had 
swabbing drives.

“I have actually met some of  those 

students who are matches,” says Mark. 
“They have been contacted by One 
Match to say they are a match and can 
save a life. I know there have been eight 
matches so far and it is phenomenal to 
know that even though we weren’t able to 
save Sarah’s life, maybe someone else out 
there can be saved.”

But swabbing drives have slowed 
down, they are often taking place every 
other year, but Mr. Watkin is looking to 
raise that momentum once again. 

“I really want to make sure Aurora 
knows how important and how easy it is to 
get on the bone marrow registry,” says Mr. 
Watkin, adding that he wants to arrange 
a high school swabbing campaign backed 
by all four high schools in Aurora. “I 
think that’s what hinders a lot of  people, 
thinking bone marrow and thinking pain, 
needles and sawing something off  you. If  
more people knew it was really a Q-Tip in 
the mouth, I think everyone would get on 
the registry. It just takes a minute of  your 
time and everyone can do this.”
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When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com
SALON  905-503-8600   CELL: 647-267-8083  

_glamandbeauty  |  FREE WIFIVictoria’s glam & Beauty Lounge

126 WELLINGTON ST WEST IN AURORA

CALL TO BOOK FREE CONSULTATION

Hair Color service | Highlights | Ombré |  Balayage | Fusion Hair Extentsions 
Keratin Treatment  | Unlimited Blow Dry | or curls for the month ONLY $99

HOURS  MON 9.30-5  | TUES TO FRI 9.30-7  | SAT 8-5  | SUN 9-5

TOP TORONTO STYLIST 
with 18 years’ experience!

Balayage Colour $350  Caviar Mask treatment & Hair cut and style, now just $119
SUMMER SPECIAL

FALL Special
as well as a FREE Haircut

Come in and see Amy
and get Highlights 

for only $95 (regular $140)

OR,
Roots Color 
$50*

Includes 
FREE HAIR CUT 
with Amy! 
*service only with Amy
*Only with Amy

*

(regular $95)

Holy Spirit helps nature reclaim their bit of “concrete jungle”
By Brock Weir

Paradise may have been paved to 
put up a parking lot in Joni Mitchell’s 
world, but in the world of  Holy Spirit 
Catholic Elementary School, paradise 
was asphalted over for a playground.

Paradise, however, experienced a bit 
of  resurgence on Thursday afternoon 
as the school community put on 
their steel-toed boots, grabbed their 
crowbars, and reclaimed their space as 
a natural oasis. 

Students, parents and staff  were 
out in force with representatives 
of  Windfall Ecology Centre and the 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge 
to transform a portion of  their paved 
kindergarten yard from a swath of  
tarmac to an oasis of  greenery and 
native trees, the latest in a long line of  
de-paving projects spearheaded in part 
by Windfall.

Nearly 80 individuals made quick 
work of  the asphalt, removing 150 
square metres of  pavement to make 
way for Mother Nature to do her work. 

“We gather here in a very particular 
way to reclaim nature and, in reclaiming 
nature, we reclaim, in a special way 
our relationship with God too,” said 
Father Frank McDevitt of  the local Our 
Lady of  Grace Catholic Parish before 

sending a group of  students to splash 
holy water around the perimeter of  the 
play area. “

The Holy Spirit community has been 
hard at work envisioning exactly what 
they want their revitalised “oasis” to be 
for several months.

It was a project already in full swing 
when Principal Marlene Vickers 
arrived at Holy Spirit for the first time 
last month. Crediting the school’s 
Green Team with tackling the project, 
she said it was all about giving kids a 
natural place to play.

“A lot of  school yards have drainage 
issues and this is one of  them,” she 
said. “We revamped and revised [the 
plan] so we could get the area de-paved 
and still keep our shade structure, 
still have an area for the kids to play, 
and incorporate the whole vision of  
de-paving, mulching and the non-
pavement areas for the kids to play. It 
is about how to give back and turn our 
world around from the concrete jungle 
that we have.”

Thursday’s de-paving event 
was attended by a number of  local 
dignitaries including Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, trustee Elizabeth Crowe, and 
superintendant Opiyo Oloya. 

“This is such a wonderful 
opportunity for the community to come 

together as well for a project that will 
serve the needs of  the kindergarten 
students,” said Ms. Crowe. “Maybe in 
the future you can do some de-paving in 
the main yard. Many schools are doing 
this because it is great to bring some 
shade back to nature and let kids play 
in the dirt. I look forward to coming 
back and seeing the final results.” 
This was a message driven home by 
Brent Kopperson, Executive Director 
of  Windfall Ecology Centre.

When rainwater hits paved areas, it 
collects pollutants like salt and other 
detergents along the way before finding 
its way into the watershed. De-pave 
projects like this, he said, go a long way 
in re-setting the balance.

“When we de-pave areas, we’re 
naturalizing them, we’re creating a 
great and healthy play area and, at 
the same time, we’re letting water 
absorb naturally into the ground the 
way nature intended,” he said. “It is 
going to be great, and for all the kids 
[participating] you will be able to 
come back here when you’ve got your 
own children and say, ‘I built this.’ 
Congratulations to you all. It will be 
transformed, it will be magnificent, 

and it will be a great accomplishment 
for you all.”

According to Windfall, this de-pave 
event is the first of  two phases in store 
for Holy Spirit that will transform the 
school yard.

In addition to increasing the green 
space in the yard, the new gardens, 
trees and permeable surfaces will work 
to benefit local bodies of  water. 

“Prior to the event, Holy Spirit’s 
kindergarten yard was nearly 100 per 
cent paved,” said Andrea Fallone, 
Program Manager at Windfall. “By 
[transforming this] we’re allowing rain 
to absorb into the ground naturally, 
preventing polluted storm water run-
off  from reaching our local waterways 
untreated.”

Sponsors for Holy Spirit’s de-
paving event included the Great 
Lakes Guardian Fund for funding, 
with additional collaborative support 
from the school itself, the York 
Catholic District School Board, GWF 
Construction, Gro-Bark, Evergreen, 
the Town of  Aurora, the Aurora Lions 
Club, Treasure Mills, Rent Source 
Aurora, Green Communities Canada, 
and Depave Paradise.

Patrick Mickelson hauls a large piece of asphalt off the playground at Holy Spirit CES on Thursday during 
their depaving event. INSET: Dignitaries got the ball rolling. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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A MUSICAL MILESTONE – Children perform a musical number at the start of a community cel-
ebration at the Aurora Cultural Centre marking the 200th anniversary of the birth of Baha’u’llah, founder 
of the Baha’i faith. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

This is my last column of  the 
2017 outdoor season of  the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market and Artisan Fair.

We will close at the end of  the 
market day next Saturday, October 
28. We will then move indoors to 
the Aurora Armoury building for 
the following three dates: Saturday 
November 11, Saturday November 
25 and finally Saturday December 9. 
We will return for our usual outdoor 
season on Saturday, May 5, 2018.

This time of  year, traditionally, has 
been our busiest with the autumn 
harvest bringing an abundance of  
fall fruits and vegetables. At the same 
time, there is still a great selection 
of  produce available which has been 
maturing for some time.

For example, last Saturday I saw 
that the Coopers still had some 
strawberries as well as the last of  
their corn. Willowtree Farm had some 
beautiful fall raspberries, so sweet 
that they almost didn’t make it home.

19th Avenue Farm still had Italian 
prune plums alongside many varieties 
of  apples. In general, the farmers’ 
tables are groaning under the weight 
of  all the produce currently available, 
and so much more fresh and local 
than what you’ll find at the grocery 
store. You have only one Saturday left 
to take advantage of  all the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market farmers have to 
offer, so do plan to be there on our last 
outdoor day.

Let me introduce the final new 
vendor of  this season. You will have 
noticed that we once again have had 
oven baked pizza available this year.

Il Fornetto Pizza is a small catering 
company run by Salvatore Sauta 
whose goal it is to make authentic 
Italian style pizza. He trained in Italy 
at a Pizzamaker Professional School 
and trained with a master and world 
champion pizza maker.

He has many years’ experience 
working in restaurants where he 
specialized in many different styles 
of  pizza and in his special Pizza Art.

You have one week left to try his 
delicious thin crust pizza at the 
Market.

At our final outdoor Market of  
this season, this Saturday, we will be 
hosting a pumpkin-carving contest 
open to the public of  all ages, as well 
as one for the vendors. The contest 
for the public will have a category for 
children and one for adults and there 
will be small prizes for the winners.

We invite you to be as creative 
as you can and to bring your carved 
pumpkin entries to the Sponsor’s 
Booth, just inside the park  by 10 a.m.

We will also be having 
entertainment which is in the final 
stages of  confirmation. Weather 
permitting, there will be pumpkin 
bowling again for the children. We 
want to create lasting fond memories 
of  your Market experience to carry 
you over the winter until we reappear 
in May.

Now we’d like to offer a profound 
Aurora Farmers’ Market and Artisan 
Fair thank you to our wonderful and 
generous sponsors of  this year’s 
Market. 

“Share the Warmth” 
with coat drive

By Brock Weir

Oakridge’s is inviting people to help 
keep everyone warm this winter with a 
coat drive benefiting The Clothes Closet. 

The local boutique, formerly Oakridge 
Outfitters, has partnered with the non-
denominational, charitable second-hand 
clothing store located at Trinity Anglican 
Church to collect coats and, for your 
donation, you will receive 20 per cent off  
the purchase of  a new coat at Oakridge’s. 

Bring in your coat this Saturday, 
October 28, and Clothes Closet volunteers 
will gratefully accept your coat donation, 
then you can start shopping for your new 
coat. 

Your coat donation will be re-sold at a 
nominal cost through the Clothes Closet 
and all proceeds will go towards funding 
essential services to low income families 
in our community. 

At the Platinum Level:  Return to 
Health; snapd

At the Gold Level: Home Hardware
At the Silver Level: the Rotary Club; 

Marion Carcone Real Estate; Kumon 
Math and Reading Centre

Without your kind generosity we 
would not have been able to provide the 
wonderful entertainment or to have 
the advertising ability we enjoyed this 
season. We are so grateful to you all.

We invite customers to wear 
costumes to the Market on Saturday

New Market Chef, Ray, will be back 
to make delicious dishes for tasting.

See you at the Market!



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 26, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 26, 2017Page  18              Page 19



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 26, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 26, 2017Page  18              Page 19

Continued on page 22

150

CANADA’S BIRTHDAY TO
W

N

newroads.ca

Caring for 
Our Community

Auroran Sports Basebar 2017_Layout 1  2017-04-03  5:37 PM  Page 10

  Vol. 18  No.  2   905-727-3300 FREE      Week of  October 26, 2017theauroran.com

Sports • News 
At Your Service • Classifieds • Crossword

5TH annual induction Celebration
BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8th ,  2017
St. Andrew’s College

Cocktails: 6pm  |  Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: James Duthie

Live Fantasy Auction

TICKETS: $125
FOR MORE INFO:
aurorashof.ca

ashoftkt@gmail.com

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  i n d u c t e e s :

William Fleury  | Mike Palmateer | Dan Thompson | Al Wall

Integral Hockey is proud to offer the 
most technologically advanced 
composite hockey stick repair 

on the market at an affordable price.

WE REPAIR HOCKEY STICKS 
& WE SELL REFURBISHED HOCKEY STICKS

Don’t throw it away... 
Keep it in play

dlipari@integralhockey.com | 1-416-471-8406 | www.integralhockey.com

Aurora Tigers captain Jake Bricknell and Newmarket Hurricanes captain Christian Dedonato line up for the ceremonial face-off in the annual Pink in the Rink 
game, raising money for Southlake Cancer Centre.                                            Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Hurricanes down Tigers in annual Pink in the Rink game
By Jake Courtepatte

On a night where hockey played 
second fiddle, the Newmarket 
Hurricanes quietly took over first 
place in the OJHL’s North division.

The streaking Canes hosted the 
Aurora Tigers on Thursday in the 
pair’s annual Pink in the Rink 
game, with all proceeds going to the 
Southlake Regional Health Centre.

A sea of  pink took over the Ray 
Twinney Complex, with Newmarket 
donning bright pink jerseys, socks, 
and stick tape in support of  three 
deceased loved ones who made a deep 
impact on the organization.

Kevin Lord, KJ Ramolla, and Josh 
Sedore were honoured with a pre-
game ceremony before the action 
kicked off, and though this year’s 
numbers are still being tabulated, 
the event has raised over $130,000 for 
cancer research since its inception in 
2009.

“The staff, volunteers, the team, 

and the community really did a great 
job,” said Southlake Foundation 
member Corinna Jones. “We rely on 
events like this for crucial funding, 
and the great work that this team 
does not go unnoticed.”

The puck then dropped on a game 
that would see one team emerge as 
the division leader, with the Canes 
sitting just one point back of  the 
Tigers in standings.

A scoreless first period was 
highlighted by some stellar saves 
from Aurora goaltender Bradley Van 
Schubert, including a breakaway 
stop late in the frame.

He was broken, however, just over 
a minute into the second period when 
Adam Trotman sent a wrister off  the 
crossbar and in.

Aurora’s Tyler Davis tied the 
game on the powerplay shortly after, 
though Newmarket retook the lead 
with a shorthanded marker before 
the end of  the period, a 2 – 1 score 
that would hold until the final buzzer.

Hosting the Stouffville Spirit in 
the weekly Friday night game at 
the Aurora Community Centre, the 
Tigers dropped their third game in a 
row, a 6 – 3 score that saw the Tigers 
playing catch-up through the whole 
sixty minutes.

Jake Bricknell, Elijah Gonsalves, 
and Anthony Romano had the Aurora 
markers.

They were able to snap their losing 
streak on Sunday with a 4 – 0 shutout 
of  the lowly Whitby Fury, with 
Romano, Evan Bidenti, and Jason 
Stachelback all scoring in the first 
period to take a commanding lead.

RizvanMansurov buried one in the 
third period to complete the scoring.

Though the week ended on a 
positive note, three regulation losses 
in a row did not fare well in the North 
division standings. With Newmarket 
and the Markham Royals both on hot 
streaks, Aurora has dropped down to 
third in the division with a record of  
9-6-1.

Aurora hosts Newmarket on Friday 
in another crucial matchup. Puck 
drop is set for 7:30 p.m.

They then travel to Stouffville on 
Saturday to take on the spirit.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Mustangs football falls short 
against King City Lions

By Jake Courtepatte

The race to this year’s YRAA football 
finals could come down to the wire.

A pair of  upsets last week has created 
a logjam down the middle in the six-
team Tier 1 league, with two weeks left 
on the regular season schedule.

The King City Lions surprised the 
league on Thursday with a 15 – 6 win 
over the St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs 
on home turf, pulling within one point 
of  last year’s division finalist.

A scoreless first quarter was 
highlighted by a strong defensive effort 

for both sides, before kicker David Kang 
opened the scoring with a field goal on 
a long Lions drive early in the second.

He would add one more to his total, 
while quarterback Kyle Holloway 
scored his team’s only major on a short 
run in the red zone.

St. Max’s only score of  the game 
came on a long scoop-and-score by Josh 
Torres in the fourth quarter.

Their first loss of  the year drops the 
Mustangs to a record of  2-1-1, while the 
Lions nip at their heels just one point 
back. 

We rely on events like  
this for crucial funding,  

and the great work that this  
team does not go unnoticed
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The seven were the ad hoc, appointed leaders of the Iranian Baha’i community, 
which has undergone severe persecution since the 1979 Iranian Revolution. They are 
Fariba Kamalabadi, Jamaloddin Khanjani, Afi f Naeimi, Saeid Rezaie, Mahvash 
Sabet, Behrouz Tavakkoli, and Vahid Tizfahm. Over the last 38 years, more than 200 
Iranian Baha’is have been killed or executed, hundreds have been imprisoned, and tens 
of thousands have lost jobs or businesses or have been deprived of higher education.  
Currently, there are about 90 Baha’is in Iranian prisons – all held because of their 
religious beliefs and activities.  A month ago, one of the seven, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet, 
after 9½ years of imprisonment, was fi nally released. 

The Baha’i Community of Aurora will be holding a devotional gathering on 
4 November 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at the Aurora Public Library located at 15145 
Yonge Street, and would like to extend an open invitation to everyone, who would 
like to join us in offering their prayers for the release of all such wrongfully 
incarcerated and innocent prisoners everywhere.

Release the Baha’is now

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)
*$300 DAIKIN INSTANT REBATE with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 IESO (Independent Electricity Systems Operator)

Facebook: 416FoneFix 
Instagram: 416FoneFix
416FoneFix@gmail.com

(905) 715-0169

We handle any
type of repair, including  

water damage, 
on all brands of phones.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $95
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

Free glass screen protector
on all iPhone screen replacements.

30 Day warranty 
on all repairs.

Mayor’s 
Breakfast of  

Champions Spotlight

Holly Biasi of  Ducks Swimming 
won two gold medals in February at 
the 2017 Swim Ontario Winter Festival  
Provincial Championships for Girls 
13, in both the 50 m and 100 m Freestyle 
events, as well as a silver medal in 

the 100 m Butterfly.  Holly performed 
personal best times in all 3 of  her 
events, setting two Ducks Club Records 
for Girls 13, 50 m and 100 m Freestyle, 
27.39 and 1:00.14, respectively. 

Holly repeated her Double Gold 

feat in June at the 2017 Swim 
Ontario Summer Festival  Provincial 
Championships in the Girls 14 
Category, winning the 50 m and 100 
m Freestyle Events.  Holly broke the 
magic minute mark for 100 m Freestyle, 
clocking an impressive 59.48. 

Holly also anchored the 4 x 50 m 
Medley relay, securing a Silver Medal, 
along with team mates:  Sydney 
LeBlanc (Backstroke), Abi Juhola 
( B r e a s t s t r o k e ) , 
Phoebe Redfern 
(Butterfly) and Holly 
Biasi (Freestyle).

Fourteen year 
old Stephen Liu of  
Ducks Swimming 
captured two Gold in 
June at the 2017 Swim 
Ontario Summer 
Festival Provincial 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
in the 200 m 
Freestyle and 200 
m Backstroke, as 
well as a Bronze 
Medal in the 100 
m Breaststroke.  
Stephen Liu also set 
a New Ducks Club 
Record, Boys 14, 200 
m Freestyle , with a 
time of  2:04.24.  He 
also established New 
Club Records for Boys 14, for both the 
100 m Back and 200 m Back, with times 
of  1:04.02 and 2:16.13, respectively.  

Abigail Juhola (14) of  Ducks 
Swimming delivered the Gold Medal 
performance in the 200 m Breaststroke 
event at the 2017 Ontario Summer 
AA Provincial Championships held 
in June.  A great performance and 
a personal best by over 2 seconds.  
Abi also placed 6th in the 100 m 
Breaststroke.

Thirteen year-old George 
Zizakovic of  Ducks Swimming 
claimed the gold medal in the 200 
m Breaststroke in a time of  2.49.35 
seconds at the 2017 Ontario Summer 

AA Provincial Championship with a 
huge personal best and a new Ducks 
Club Record.  George also competed in 
the 100 m Breaststroke and the 400 m 
Freestyle events where he earned top 8 
positions.  Leading into the Provincial 
meet George was also victorious 
at Central Regional Championship 
where he won the 200 m Breaststroke.

Brent Davison of  Ducks Swimming 
stepped twice to the podium at the 

2017 Ontario Summer 
AA Provincial 
Championship.  Brent 
claimed the bronze 
medal in the 200 m 
Butterfly event. On 
the last day of  the 
meet he earned a 
win in a very close 
race in the 200 m 
Backstroke.  Brent 
raced 4 events at 
Provincials and 
earned a personal best 
time for each race.  He 
was also the lead of  the 
4x50m freestyle relay 
that came 8th in the 
final.

T h o m a s 
Nelander made 
a triumphant 
return to the 2017 
Ontario Open Water 

Championships at Professor›s Lake 
in Brampton. Thomas surpassed last 
year›s 3rd place finish, reaching the 
top of  the podium and earning Gold 
for Boys 13 years in the 2 km Distance 
Event.  Thomas also raced in the pool at 
AA Provincial Championships where 
he won 2 Bronze Medals for the 100 m 
backstroke and 100 m butterfly events, 
a testament to Thomas’s tremendous 
versatility.

Mayor’s Breakfast of Champions Spotlight: Ducks Swimming 
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To find out more go to
activateaurora.com

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

S U P P O R T E D  B Y

#activateaurora

Walking to school
It can make kids smarter

The Aurora Historical Society took over King’s Riding Golf Club on Saturday night for the sixth annual 
Hillary House Ball. Actually, it was officially the “1867 Hillary House Ball” to commemorate the 150th an-
niversary of Canadian Confederation, and it featured a number of artefacts and hand-made decorations 
carrying on the proud traditions of local balls of yore. Clockwise from Top Left: Event Chair Claire D’Aurore 
speaks as emcee Tim Jones looks on. The Ball was attended by local MPs Leona Alleslev and Kyle Peterson. 
Attendees came from across the community. Nancy and Bryan Black peruse the silent auction. Former MP 
Lois Brown and husband Kelvin flank Aurora artist Deborah Campo, and husband Fabrizio, who displayed 
her artwork featuring John A. Macdonald. Revellers danced the night away. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Sixth Hillary House Ball marks Canada 150 
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A New Family Tradition in Bolton
Is there such a thing as a NEW tradition?
Traditions have their start somewhere. 

Did you know that for fourteen years, The 
Sisters of  Saint Kosmas Aitolos Greek 
Orthodox Monastery in Bolton, have been 
inviting the community to their store The 
Sisters Touch of  Christmas?

It’s the perfect seasonal family outing to 
a magical store snuggled in Bolton’s rolling 
hills.

An enchanting gateway and manicured 
driveway leads to a quaint building, the first 
on the left.

The doors open to a storybook store of  
old world charm with stunning displays of  
floor to ceiling shelves, dazzlingly filled with 
one-of-a-kind handcrafted gifts and displays; 
a feast for the eyes. A first glance tells you 
that you’ll never see an exclusive store like 
this in any mall and you notice that this is 
not your typical Christmas bazaar.

Once inside, volunteer associates of  the 
nuns, as well as a jolly five foot snowman 
welcome you.  Moms, dads, grammas 
and grandpas can hardly hold back their 
anticipation of  what’s to come.

Scented candles, joyful music and the 
thought of  yummy treats beckon you 
onward.

The first of  three rooms contains 
sparkling one-of-a-kind blown glass tree 
ornaments painstakingly hand-painted by 
the Sisters themselves. There are dozens 
of  themed ornaments representing the 
interests of  every family member. Upon 
purchase, ornaments may be personalized 
for you by the sisters at no additional charge.

Strolling into the second room, you’re 
enticed to the smells of  the holiday season.  
The sisters are well known for their variety 
of  authentic, traditional, gourmet Christmas 
cookies, fruit cakes, Christmas sweet bread 

and Greek baklava - all beautifully packaged 
for any festive occasion.

Dads may wish try out their seasoned oils 
made with 100% olive oil, while moms check 
out the beeswax products, creams, lip balms 
and fine artisan soaps made by the sisters 
themselves. Moms can get the Dads to meet 
up with them again at the jewelry section for 
some helpful suggestions.

The warmth of  the third room is 
brimming with ideas for accentuating your 
home’s Christmas décor. You’ll want to 
come soon to look over their linens, runners, 
illuminated decor, elegant centerpieces and 
candles. You’ll find angel themes and their 
beautiful nativity scenes with artistically 
designed mangers and quality European 
imported figurines, and so much more!

All these reasonably priced gifts are 
presented in the reflection of  the true 
meaning of  Christmas. The monies raised 
by the Sisters in their Christmas store 
help them in their initiatives to help others 
throughout the year. On the wall behind 
the register are plaques they have received 
from some of  the many various service 
organizations they support.

When you make a purchase you will 
receive a ballot for a free weekly draw.

For timeless Christmas keepsakes, 
unique children’s gifts, the very finest 
holiday items, tastiest recipes and an 
exclusive, unforgettable experience, the 
Sisters invite you, your family and friends 
to start a new tradition. Stop by their store 
where you are sure to find the perfect 
yuletide gift!

The store is easy to find. The monastery 
is located at 14155 Caledon King Townline, 
South Bolton.

For those coming from the north, that’s 
Mount Wolfe Road.

While the Police stress this online 
tool is not intended for use in emergency 
situations, they say the types of  sexual 
assaults that can be reported online 
include historical sexual assaults where 
the offence occurred at least one year 
prior, non-emergencies where there is 
not a current danger to the victim or 
other members of  the public, sexual 
assaults with no potential for lost or 
damaged evidence, and cases reported 
to probation and parole officers.

“To support this tool, and enhance 
investigations into cold case sexual 
assaults, the Chief  of  Police has 
made a request to the York Regional 
Police Services Board for additional 
investigators, to work within the Special 

Victims Unit, as part of  his 2018 Budget 
submission,” the report concludes. “The 
additional investigators will enhance 
our capacity and capability to explore 
new technologies and investigative 
opportunities that did not exist at the 
time of  the incident but may become 
available through advancements in 
technology and/or by reconnecting 
with victims and witnesses related to 
historic open investigations, commonly 
referred to as cold cases. The Special 
Victims Unit currently have identified 
200 cold cases. An example of  a cold 
case, includes a historical report where 
the victim was not prepared to disclose 
or continue with a police investigation 
but after some time has passed, is 
prepared to proceed.”

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3895

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Bill Crothers also picked up their 
first win of  the season on Thursday 
with a 31 – 1 drubbing of  St. Brother 
Andre, giving them three points 
on the season, only two back of  the 
Mustangs.

The reigning YRAA champion 
Huron Heights remains the only 
undefeated team on the season.

Following their bye week, St. Max 
will face off  against Huron Heights 
in their final game of  the season on 
November 3.

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs fell to 2-1-1 on the YRAA season with a 15- 6 loss to the King City Lions 
on Thursday.             Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Mustangs football falls short against King City Lions

Online tool expected in 2018
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905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

We also carry all installation material including 
Sealer, Cleaner, H.G. Product, Wood Pecker and more...

AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD. 
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 30 years!

on a LARGE SELECTION of:

1987

FLOOR & WALL TILE

905-773-TILE (8453)

Come Visit Our 

SHOWROOM

SHOP LOCAL & SAVE!

©2017 Kumon Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

This school year, give your  
child an academic advantage.

50% OFF REGISTRATION*

Kumon of Aurora - Yonge & Edward
265 Edward Street, Unit 17 

905-900-0475 • jyeung@ikumon.com

Mention this ad to receive

*Offer valid only at this centre 
until September 30, 2017
*Off er valid only at this centre 
until October 30, 2017

OCTOBER 19 – 28
Theatre Aurora presents Arthur Miller’s 

Death of  a Salesman on select dates and times 
through October 28. For more information, 
call the Box Office at 905-727-3669 or visit www.
theatreaurora.ca.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
Canadian Blood Services will hold a blood 

donor clinic today from 2.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. at 
Northridge Community Church. Northridge is 
located at 15338 Leslie Street.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
Come out for a spooky night of  haunted 

trails and ghost tales at Aurora’s Haunted 
Forest from 6 – 9 p.m. at Sheppard’s Bush. 
Come explore haunted trails, creepy cabins 
and Casper’s Scare School Bus. Craft making 
and children’s activities at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex. Charity barbecue on site 
provided by the Optimist Club of  Aurora. 
Complimentary shuttle bus service available 
from AFLC. Wristbands are $5 each and must 
be purchased in advance at Town Hall, AFLC 
or SAC.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
GranAurora is pleased to present Ted 

Barris, award-winning journalist, broadcaster, 
and the author of  eighteen non-fiction books 
who will be discussing his book, “The Great 
Escape: A Canadian Story.” This event will be 
held at the Aurora Cultural Centre this evening 
with doors opening at 6.45 for refreshments 
and shopping at our marketplace. Author event 
begins at 7.30 p.m. Tickets are $20. Contact 
granaurora4114@gmail.com or call Lenore 
Pressley at 905-727-9235 for more information. 
Books available for sale will be provided by 
Blue Heron Books. 

* * * * 
Holocaust Education Week: Amnesty 

International’s Aurora-Newmarket Group 
welcomes guest speaker and human rights 
expert  Professor Les Jacobs of  York University 
tonight from 7 – 9 p.m.. Prof. Jacobs will speak 
about The Holocaust and Human Rights: what 
rights Jews lost in WWII, the impact of  the 
Holocaust on the passing of  an international 

human rights charter, and the legacy of  both. 
All welcome. Free. For more information 
call Nancy at 289-879-1057 or Renee at 905-
713-6713. Location: Trinity Anglican Church, 
79 Victoria Street. Websites: www.amnesty.
ca, andamnestyaurora.wordpress.com.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their 

monthly meeting today from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. This 
month’s speakers are: Ken White, Royal 
Canadian Legion President on Remembrance 
Day, and Richard Furlong, District 2 Probus 
Canada on 30 Years of  PROBUS. For more 
information on this month’s speaker please 
call Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New members 
welcome! Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or 
be our guest at the meeting.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Aurora United Church invites you to a 

Holocaust Education Week presentation on 
Thursday November 9, 7 pm, at Trinity Anglican 
Church, Aurora. Faigie Libmanwill speak 
about her personal experiences surviving 
the Kovno Ghetto, as well as concentration, 
and slave labour camps. Faigie was born in 
Kovno, Lithuania in 1934. She and her mother 
immigrated to Canada in 1948.  A short video 
will also be viewed. Refreshments will be 
served. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
Chefs from across Aurora will participate 

in the eighth annual Empty Bowls fundraiser 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Proceeds from 
the day will be donated to Welcoming Arms 
and Inn From the Cold. Patrons can enjoy 
gourmet soups and breads prepared by local 
chefs served in some of  the 500 handmade soup 
bowls created by members of  the Pine Tree 
Potters’ Guild. After the meal, patrons will take 
home their chosen bowl. Tickets will be on sale 
on a first come first served basis the week of  
September 13 from Meridian Credit Union on 
Wellington Street West. Early lunch: 11.30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Late lunch: 1.30 – 3 p.m. Tickets for are 
$50 for each sitting. Organizers anticipate this 
will be a sold-out event. 

The Fifth Annual Zombie Run, benefiting the United Way, 
was once again hosted in Sheppard’s Bush by Girls Inc. Driv-
en by donation and pledge, the event featured multiple 
courses with zombies around every corner. Sheppard’s Bush 
will explore its spooky side once again this Saturday as the 
Town of Aurora hosts its annual Haunted Forest. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

KARATE

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory
905-727-3300 Ext. 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS WELCOME
CARRIERS NEEDED to deliver  

The Auroran newspaper every Thursday. 
Earn money while getting exercise.   

Contact Cephise
 416-505-2770

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
100% sheepskin 
coat. Perfect  
condition. Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

REGISTERED RECES required for local 
school aged child care centres in Aurora. 
Must have experience working with chil-
dren ages 4-12 years. Available for part 
time split shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am 
and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at 
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing 
facility from Arthur immediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a mini-
mum of  2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting and processing. Duties in-
clude cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning 
and removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and 
chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS di-
ploma or equivalent required. Positions offered 
are permanent full time and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email at joea@abatepackers.com, 
via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-
2107.

HELP WANTED

OFFICE SPACE TO 
RENT: Downtown 
Yonge St. Ample 
Parking. For infor-
mation call Telly. 905 
-717-4073.

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPA-
NY LOOKING for  
experienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 
905-597-0227.

M E R C U R Y  
DINER Line Cook:  
Experienced &  
Reliable. Includ-
ing prep-work.Call 
Alex at 905 713 1600 
or 416 488 6096

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

Advertising Works!
To advertise in this section call: 

905-727-3300 ext. 102

L A R G E  
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

40+ Full Time Jobs in Bolton area
• General Labour  
$15.00 - $18.00 / hr. Various shifts

• Also Millwrights, Maintenance 
Electricians

• Forklift, Reach, Walkie Operators
• Mechanical Assemblers, Extruder 
Op’s

• Yard Labourers, DZ Driver
• Working at Heights Labour—up to 
$22.00 / hr.  

• Experienced Marble / Granite 
Polisher . $18.00 / hr

Note: OPEN HOUSE TUES. 
TO THURS 10.00 am to 4.00 pm
NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED--- 

WALK-INS WELCOME
290 Healey Rd., Unit 10A, Bolton 

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

WILLING TO EDU-
CAT E: Highly moti-
vated individual for 
rewarding career in
financial services.  
Call Amanda at 
416.873.9998

AIR YORK TRANSPORT               
YORK REGION’S ONLY GOVERNMENT 
LICENCED AIRPORT TRANSPORTER
*Ideal for retired Seniors

Looking for Part or Full Time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca 
905-727-8861

• Driving Position
• Marketing Staff (Part-Time)

Who has good communication skills and fl exible time

“ Since 1989”

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim Abram

Silver Stars Present Ebenezer 
Scrooge

The Silver Stars ensemble cast will 
be performing this play on Saturday, 
December 16 and Sunday, December 
17. Both performances are matinees 
starting at 2 p.m., so mark your 
calendars and plan on going to one of  
the shows.

The Silver Stars started back into 
rehearsals in September for their 
next play “Ebenezer Scrooge”. Yes 
that is old, crusty Scrooge. It is the 
day before Christmas in London, 
England in the year 1844.

At the beginning, Scrooge is a 
cold-hearted miser who despises 
Christmas. Dickens describes him 
thus: “The cold within him froze his 
old features, nipped his pointed nose, 
shriveled his cheek, stiffened his 
gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips 
blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his 
grating voice.”

You’ll want to come to the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre to get your ticket 
when they go on sale on Wednesday, 
November 1, so that you can see 
how the story will end!  The script 
is based on a radio play written by 
Walter Hackett. The play “Ebenezer 
Scrooge” is a fun adaptation of  
the more commonly known play, 
“A Christmas Carol” by Charles 

Dickens. This ever 
popular adaptation 
features talented 
acting, music and 
dance and is sure to 
be enjoyed by all! 

Holiday Bazaar
On Saturday, 

November 4, be 
certain not to miss 
the Fall Holiday 
Bazaar at the 
Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The 
Bazaar features local vendors, the 
very popular bake sale, silent auction 
items, an art sale and coffee shop to 
mention a few of  the many things 
going on that day.

If  nothing else, be sure to come 
and browse and shop for the hidden 
treasures you are sure to find! Meet 
friends and socialize and find out 
more from the great volunteers at 
the Aurora Seniors Association 
throughout the day.

Monthly Indoor Walking Club
As the fall weather gets less 

predictable and as the threat of  snow 
and ice hinders the outdoor walking 
club’s navigability, the indoor 
monthly walking club is becoming 
more and more popular.

Members of  the Aurora Seniors’ 

Association are all 
welcome to join 
us at the Aurora 
Family Leisure 
Complex once 
a month (every 
third Thursday 
essentially: Please 
refer to the “Fun 
After” Association 
Bulletin which 
can be obtained 
by emailing asa@

auroraSeniors.ca). The walking track 
is FREE!

We have healthy snacks provided 
by Chartwell Retirement Residences 
and a fitness professional from Club 
Aurora Fitness on site to answer all 
your “Get Started” fitness questions.

Some months will also feature 
a healthy living seminar. Group 
stretching instruction is also 
available. Don’t worry about your 
walking issues if  you use a walker 
you are welcome to use your cane 
or walker as you see fit. Please wear 
appropriate footwear. 

Seniors Trips Continue 
Throughout the Year

Don’t miss out on the upcoming trip 
to the Simcoe Christmas Panorama 
on December 7. This tour begins at 

The Dutch Mill, which is a unique 
and inviting experience.

Visit the Garden Centre or browse 
over 15,000 square feet of  store for 
unique gifts, special treasures, 
beautifully handcrafted furniture 
and accessories. Next, we’re off  to 
The Apple Place, known for their 
delicious apple pies. After The Apple 
Place, we will have a traditional 
Christmas Turkey Dinner with all the 
trimmings at the Erie Beach Hotel in 
Port Dover.

Our dinner will be followed by 
a tour of  the Simcoe Christmas 
Panorama with over 65 displays and 
130,000 lights. See the newsletter for 
more details.

As 2017 nears a close, we look 
forward to 2018! It is a real pleasure 
to share with you the many activities, 
special events and camaraderie 
and spirit that the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre offers to our active agers!  
Keep active, and most importantly, 
keep safe and healthy!

For more information on the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre and all it has 
to offer, drop by 90 John West Way, 
visit the web site www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.

It’s Happening 
at the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre!

SNOW TIRES AND 
RIMS    BF Goodrich   
Used 2 years on Ford 
Focus  205/65 R15 
(945) $400.00 or best 
offer  call 905-751-
9817.
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. This information, while XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions?? ?

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years


