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By Brock Weir

It was a typical early fall morning 
for students at Hartman Public School 
last Wednesday.

But, once they went outside to 
practice for next week’s track and field 
meet, what they saw was very much 
out of  the norm: graffiti spray painted 
on a school portable and outdoor 
infrastructure that York Regional 
Police are describing as “hateful, anti-

Semitic, and anti-Black.”
They were left shaken but undeterred 

by what happened but rather than 
letting it get the better of  them, the 
community has instead used the 
incident to spur a display of  strength, 
unity and resilience. 

York Regional Police were called 
to Hartman, located on River Ridge 
Boulevard, just after 9 a.m. on 
September 27, by the York Region 
School Board.

Students participating in the cross 
country practice brought the hateful 
graffiti to the attention of  a teacher 
who, in turn, called Principal Stephen 
Helston who hadn’t yet reached the 
school. As soon as he saw the graffiti, 
proper protocols kicked into high gear 
signalling police involvement. 

“When I spoke with the teacher, he 
said, ‘You would have been so proud 
of  our kids because they knew it was 
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Community Café is 
coffee with a social 
purpose

By Brock Weir 

Coffee has brought people together for 
millennia, whether it is that first cup in 
the morning around the breakfast table 
or the beverage of  choice on a quick first 
date.

This fall, it will continue to bring 
people together – but the Aurora 
Community Café is doing something 
a bit different: it is percolating with a 
social purpose. 

The Aurora Community Café is a new 
experimental pilot project spearheaded 

MAPLE LEAF FOREVER – Lucy and Diane get their hands dirty painting maple leaves that will 
form part of a permanent installation to commemorate Canada 150 on Saturday. The duo were taking 
part in Culture Days, which saw Aurora’s cultural groups welcoming people from across town and 
beyond for a full day of activities for the body, mind and soul. For more, see Page 23. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“It happened to us, but it is not us”

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

Apply now for September 2018

905-895-1700 ext. 259

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, Oct. 18 

 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

2017 Aurora Chamber 
Thursday, October 19th

2-7pm
King’s Riding Golf Club

TECH EXPO

Hartman Public School strengthens resolve  
after hateful graffiti

SHOWING RESILIANCE – Hartman Public School students Keira Fraser and Helene Wong, Principal Stephen Helston, and the entire Hartman community 
have banded together with a strong message after the school was found tagged with graffiti described by police as anti-Semitic and anti-black on Wednesday  
morning.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Hillary House Ball will take you back to 1867
By Brock Weir 

150 years ago, Queen Victoria was 
on the throne, John A. Macdonald was 
just settling into his new gig, and the 
former Provinces of  Canada, along 
with the colonies of  Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick were going through 
the growing pains of  becoming a new 
blended family.

Canada was but a mere infant and 
Hillary House was just four, but the 
Aurora Historical Society will take 
you back to these early days of  our 
collective history this month with 
the Hillary House Ball.

Set for Saturday, October 21, at 
King Valley Golf  Club, the sixth 
annual Hillary House Ball will 
celebrate the sesquicentennial of  
Canada’s nationhood with a night of  
dancing, music, and good food – all 
in the name of  raising funds for the 
upkeep and much-needed repairs of  

Aurora’s only National Historic Site. 
“Canada 150 has been a big theme 

throughout our year, but we wanted 
to make sure it was incorporated 
into our biggest event of  the year,” 
says Erika Mazanik of  the Aurora 
Historical Society. “You will see 
it as soon as you go in and see the 
décor. Our volunteers, instead of  the 
typical black and white clothes will 
be dressed appropriately. It’s all in 
the details. 

“There will also be a special 
surprise from our collection on 
display [working with the theme]. I 
don’t want to give too much away, but 
it will be one of  the first things you 
see.”

The historic accents will also be 
found at the tables as volunteers 
have been hard at work reviving 
the tradition of  hand-made paper 
flowers. 

And traditions abound. One of  

the artefacts on display this year 
will be related to Aurora dances 
of  the Victorian and Edwardian 
eras. Dances and balls have a long-
standing heritage in Aurora, with 
Hillary House boasting a ballroom of  
its own. 

From there, Mrs. Hillary would 
play chatelaine to Aurora’s great and 
good as they came together for an 
evening of  celebration.

This month’s ball, in Ms. Mazanik’s 
view, is the continuation of  a storied 
past.

While the music, food, dancing 
and silent auctions have all been 
integral to the success of  the Ball 
five years running, the success of  the 
Ball has been integral to the ongoing 
maintenance of  the house. 

This year alone, the Aurora 
Historical Society has spent nearly 
$25,000 in restoration work on the 
1863 house, which is celebrated as one 

of  the finest examples of  Victorian 
Gothic architecture in the country.

Individual tickets are set at $150 
this year, and organizers are hoping 
to raise approximately $20,000 from 
the Ball.

“We feel that is attainable and it all 
goes towards the restoration of  the 
house,” says Ms. Mazanik. “The house 
is 155 this year and it is constantly 
needing TLC here and there. We’re in 
the midst of  getting reports done to 
find out exactly the areas of  greatest 
need. We want to make sure we’re 
spending money strategically and 
not just on anything we think needs 
to get done next. We’re in the process 
of  making sure whatever we raise is 
well-spent and the Historical Society 
is fiscally responsible.”

Tickets are on sale now. For more 
information, visit aurorahs.com/
hillary-house-ball.

CAN YOU

BALANCE
THE BUDGET?

aurora.citizenbudget.com

aurora.ca/budget2018





We’re asking you to tell us your priorities
by using this tool to balance the 
own of Aurora’s budget.

Tell us what
matters to you.

You could win $250 towards your
municipal tax account (or equivalent).


•••••

Thank you for your participation!
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

“You don’t deserve it!”
This outburst, yelled by the speaker 

at the top of  her lungs, was not 
directed at me, but it still sent a shiver 
down my spine.

The woman, from whom this scream 
emanated, was sitting two seats to my 
left.

I couldn’t help myself, so I turned 
around to see just what we were 
dealing with here, and there she sat 
with a Cheshire cat grin on her face, 
subtly looking at her partner – and to 
those in her immediate vicinity – for 
some sense of  approval in between 
chomps on her hot dog.

Her husband, boyfriend, partner, 
whoever, was turned in her direction. 
Whether or not he provided whatever 
she was craving I can’t say, but what I 
can say is that she didn’t get any from 
me.

At this point you might be asking 
what inspired this strange explosion 
of  hostility, and I am more than happy 
to tell you.

“My grandbabies are going to be 
really impressed by everything you 
have done this week, but there are 
going to be really impressed that I 
saw The Boss,” said Premier Kathleen 
Wynne after Bruce Springsteen played 
his first set at Saturday night’s closing 
ceremony of  the Invictus Games at 
the Air Canada Centre.

Bruce Springsteen is, of  course, 
a tough act for anybody to follow, 
especially a divisive politician, but 
this was, apparently, the opportunity 
for the woman in my row near the top 
of  the arena to voice her displeasure.

Yes, apparently the Premier did not 
deserve to see Bruce Springsteen.

My first reaction was one of  
disgust, one which I immediately felt 
the need to register on social media. 
In expressing said disgust, I posted, “I 
don’t care what your political stripes 
are, but if  you’re one of  the (expletive)
s booing Kathleen Wynne in the ACC 
right now you are doing a disservice 
to the Invictus Games. It is not about 
her. It is not about you. It’s about 
them.”

I stand by my words, including 
my online expletive, but, as soon as I 
posted, my disgust was tempered by a 
sense of  shame.

Facing a chorus of  wholly 
inappropriate boos at a wholly 
apolitical event is nothing new for big 
name politicians, even Premiers of  

Ontario. During Mike Harris’ tenure, 
for instance, he weathered a storm 
of  boos and jeers while addressing 
a SkyDome full of  Ontario students 
in the presence of  Nelson Mandela, 
then President of  South Africa, and 
his wife Graca Machel, at an event 
entitled, “Mandela and the Children.”

I remember this well because, I 
am sorry to say, that my Grade 7 self  
was one of  the loudest boo-ers in 
our contingent from Newmarket’s 
Stonehaven Elementary School.

It was a time of  frustration for my 
year. The unions representing our 
crop of  teachers were at continual 
loggerheads with Queen’s Park; we 
experienced strikes, a revolving door 
of  different prescribed teaching 
methods, and teachers who were 
increasingly forthcoming with their 
own anger at the situation.

This, in no small part, helped 
fuel the fire but it was certainly no 
reason to bring politics, particularly 
politics not fully understood, into 
a celebratory arena with the world 
watching. Thankfully, the South 
African-born teacher leading our 
particular delegation had the good 
sense to shut us up, but the horse had 
already left the barn.

We are living in an increasingly 
political climate, but we have to make 
sure that our politics – and the energy 
we have to express our respective 
political leanings, whatever they 
might be – are channelled in a 
productive way.

Sure, people have legitimate gripes 
with the Liberal government and 
Kathleen Wynne herself, but she was 
not there to extol the virtues (or lack 
thereof) of  her government’s plan to 
hike the minimum wage or all the 
wonderful impacts they have had 
on your hydro bill. She was there to 
support the athletes.

She did not bring politics of  any 
sort into the forum. It is simply not 
the Canadian way. 

Unlike some of  the leaders south of  
our border, I simply can’t imagine Ms. 
Wynne, Mr. Brown, or Ms. Horwath – 
or Mr. Trudeau, Mr. Scheer, or newly-
minted NDP leader Jagmeet Singh 

– ever dreaming about coming into 
an event such as the Invictus Games 
boasting about the size of  their 
respective caucus.

If  they can resist a northward 
creep of  southern bluster, so can we 
as voters.

Fortunately, the Premier was not 
outwardly rattled by the cat calls and 
proceeded to set the correct tone. 

“Whether you were in the pool, 
on the court, on a bike or up in the 
stands, you felt it,” said the woman 
who apparently did not deserve to 
tell her grandchildren she saw Bruce 
Springsteen, addressing the sea of  
international athletes. “Something 
very special was happening here in 
Toronto. We all felt it. It has been our 
privilege to host the third Invictus 
Games, and to have the opportunity to 
see exactly what unconquered looks 
like. 

“The road here was not easy for 
any of  you, but you were determined 
to take it. Maybe you hope that you 
were going to prove something to 
yourselves, but in the end, you proved 
something to all of  us. You’re helping 
everyone to better understand not 
only the sacrifices servicemen and 
women make for our benefit but also 
the invincible strength and spirit in 
each of  you and all of  us.”

In the end, Prince Harry, founder of  
the Invictus Games, issued everyone a 
challenge we would all be wise to heed, 
whether you want to effect change by 
volunteering with a community group 
or helping your candidate of  choice 
sweep in the reforms you want.

“I told you you would be inspired, 
but I didn’t tell you these Games would 
leave you questioning whether you 
were living to your own true potential,” 
said Prince Harry, reflecting on the 
words he shared at the previous 
week’s opening ceremonies. “To the 
thousands who filled the stands this 
week to the millions who watched at 
home let me issue you a challenge: 
don’t just move on from these Games 
with happy memories. Instead, make 
an Invictus goal for yourselves. Let 
the examples of  service and resilience 
that you have seen inspire you to take 
action to improve something, big or 
small, in your life for your family 
or for your community. Let’s create 
a ripple effect of  the Invictus spirit 
across our nations that will be the real 
legacy of  this extraordinary week.”

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Drive centre process needs 
overhaul

We went to this center on September 
26, so my 16 year old daughter could 
write her G1 drivers test.

I have never seen anything like 
it. We arrived around 11.45 a.m. and 
waiting in the hot sun outside (with 
the humidity it was +40 degrees 
Celsius) for over an hour and a half  
for the privilege of  gaining a seat in 
the waiting room (where it was air 
conditioned).

Once in the waiting room, for our 
service requirement, it was about 
another hour, hour and a half  but 
this varies based on the service you 
require.

Our wait was only 1 1/2 hours 
outside in the hot sun---my daughter 
has heard stories of  her friends 
waiting 4 1/2 hours in negative degree 
weather!

This is an outrage of  poor service! I 
heard the reason why was because the 
Fire Department had said there were 
too many people in the building at one 
point and slapped them with a $50,000 
fine so they have someone working the 
door to prevent overcrowding inside.

Luckily, they do let people in to use 
the washroom, but there is no one 
providing any update as to when you 
can expect to go in, or allow for elderly, 
people with children, pregnant women 
or the disabled to be accommodated in 
any way (perhaps they would if  you 
went in to ask but no one comes out 
and many people just endure and wait 
and wait and wait)!

Everyone waits with no information 
about whether they are lining up for 
the service they need or the time it 
will take to get inside – and including 
the time they will have to wait once 
they get into the waiting room.

The fellow ahead of  me waited for 
the hour and a half  while I was there 
but gave up when he finally entered 
the waiting room and was told that 
for the service he required, it would 
likely be another three hours! 

Some people in the line had 
taken the day off  to do this because 
they require the service to get the 
paperwork necessary to do their jobs.

This line-up is not a rare 
phenomenon – someone was working 
the line selling cold water bottles to 
people for $1 a bottle!

I think the whole process is 
appalling. 

This center is the face of  the 
Ontario government to the people! 
And it is not pretty!

Joyce Deutsch
Aurora

Creeping Bluster
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Ignoring Official Plan on 
stable neighbourhoods 
doesn’t make sense

(Re: Older neighbourhoods must be 
protected, Aug. 31)

Is it all dollars and nonsense?
In 2010, Aurora Council passed the 

Official Plan, part of  which addresses 
“Stable Neighbourhood Designation.”

“The Town of  Aurora contains a 
number of  older, distinct residential 
neighbourhoods that have been 
designated Stable Neighbourhoods. 
This plan recognizes the importance 
of  protecting or enhancing these stable 
residential neighbourhoods. All new 
development shall be compatible with 
its surrounding context.”

Very large homes with elevated 
roof  lines do not fit in with our older, 
established communities.

Why are current zoning bylaws 
not protecting these sensitive 
neighbourhoods?

Change is inevitable, but must follow 
guidelines.

To overlook the Official Plan does not 
make sense!

P.C. Smith
Aurora 
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A couple of  weeks back, my son had 
his first day of  school, entering high 
school as a Grade Nine student.

I could not believe it when my son 
informed that that he was joined by 
almost 400 other frosh at the school. 
His Devin’s Drive graduating class had 
approximately 60 students.

How times have changed.
Back in my day, my two brothers 

and I were extremely excited when we 
each received a new pair of  cougar or 
Sparks running shoes and (maybe) a 
new pair of  pants and shirt for the first 
day of  school.

Today, besides new pants and 
shirts, we needed to outfit the junior 
Somerville with a new computer and a 
cell phone.

Also, the orientation for the new 
Grade Nine students is quite a bit 
different than what I received.

When I entered high school back 
in September 1979 (yes, I know, that 
was some time ago) I simply walked to 
school. There was no grand gathering 
of  the Grade Nines or assemblies or 
parents accompanying the students. 
I simply walked into my home room 
and sat down beside the other nervous 
frosh.

Today, Aurora High invites the 
parents of  Grade Nine students to 
accompany their child on the first day. 
They get to hear about the school, the 

activities and meet all the teachers. 
The grade nines even get the run of  
the place for the first day as the older 
students don’t event show up until the 
next day.

This is a much better approach than 
what I received, that’s for sure. 

And what is also different from 
my time in high school, and far 
better, is the level of  communication 
and interaction between the school, 
parents and students.

To wit, I just received an e-mail 
newsletter from the school. It said:

“To keep you informed on all 
of  the amazing, engaging student 
experiences at Aurora High School, 
we will continue to update the AHS 
SCHOOL WEBSITE with important 
dates to remember.”

There were a number of  important 
items in the e-mail but the following 
caught my particular attention.

Attendance – “Prompt arrival and 
regular attendance in all classes is key 
to student success and achievement. 
We will be updating our call out system 
to advise parents period-by-period of  
lates and absences. Furthermore, a 
weekly update will be sent via email. 
Parents must verify all absences as 
soon as possible either by phone or 
email and notify the school of  any 
anticipated absences and appointments 
in advance whenever possible.”

This is far better than looking at an 
interim report card a few months from 
now and noticing that little Johnny/
Joanne has been late or missing a 
whole bunch of  classes that a parent is 
unaware of.

My wife and I also received a nice 
(group) e-mail from my son’s English 
teacher, introducing herself, and 
promising to keep us apprised of  
assignment due dates.

I think this a great use of  technology. 
Now, if  only someone could produce 

a technology that gets students out of  
bed, fed and off  to school in the morning 
without the usual admonishments 
from their parents!

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Recently, there has been much 
discussion about reforming the way 
our Canadian tax system is structured, 
specifically concerning the proposed 
tax changes for Canadian private 
commercial corporations. (CPCC)

As part of  the consultation process 
on the proposed tax changes my team 
and I hosted a Tax Fairness Town 
Hall on September 24 at the Aurora 
Public Library. I want to thank the 70+ 
community members who attended 
including doctors, lawyers, accountants, 
business owners, as well as the over 100 
people who sent correspondence to my 
office.

I was pleased to review all the 
feedback provided. At the town hall, we 
had a productive conversation around 
not only the proposed tax changes (on 
income sprinkling, passive income, and 
capital gains), but more broadly on our 
tax system as a whole. This town hall 
showed the strength of  our democracy; 
as we came together and had a profound 
as well as productive conversation. 

The town hall highlighted a 
sentiment that these tax changes were 
negatively targeting small and medium 
sized businesses. I want to emphasize 
that our government values these 
businesses as critical generators of  
economic growth in our country. These 
businesses are not breaking the law, nor 
are they “tax cheats”, by simply taking 
advantage of  the current tax structure 
as it is.  

The following outlines the three 
proposed tax changes and the responses 
that I have received from constituents:

1. Income Sprinkling – This 
proposal would limit the ability to 
shift income from an individual facing 
a higher personal income tax rate to 
a family member who is subject to a 

lower personal tax rate. The ability to 
shift this income would be determined 
through a “reasonableness test”. 
Constituents have expressed concern 
over the potential compliance burden 
associated with the “reasonableness 
test”. Overall, many people support the 
aim of  the proposal; it is the practical 
execution which is the main concern.

2. Passive Income – Corporations 
can earn “passive income” which 
is income derived from portfolio 
investments. Corporate income is taxed 
at lower rates than personal income, 
giving businesses more money to 
invest. However, there are times when 
private corporations earn income 
beyond what is needed to re-invest 
and grow the business. In these cases, 
those who own a private corporation 
have the opportunity to hold passive 
investments inside the corporation. 
The proposal would eliminate the tax 
deferral advantage on passive income.

The majority of  concerns have 
centered on the need for businesses to 
build a reserve fund to further invest in 
the business or plan for parental leave/
retirement, or to mitigate the impact 
of  a downturn—which I completely 
understand as someone who has owned 
and operated two small businesses, 

one of  which was a seasonal tourism 
business in Northern Ontario, after 
9/11. Overall, there is limited support 
for this proposal and constituents 
believe that these concerns need to be 
addressed prior to implementing this 
proposed tax change.

3. Conversion of  Income to Capital 
Gains – This proposal would constrain 
the ability to reduce income taxes 
by converting dividends (and salary) 
that would otherwise be received from 
private corporations into lower-taxed 
capital gains. The majority of  concerns 
relate to the short implementation 
timeframe and the complexity of  the 
compliance burden of  the proposed tax 
change if  it were to take effect.

Our society needs small businesses, 
and accountants, and doctors, and 
lawyers, and all who contribute to our 
economy. Our economy thrives when 
each of  us contributes to the best of  our 
ability, regardless of  whether we are 
incorporated, self-employed, salaried, 
or working part-time. 

Thank you again to all who have 
engaged with me in this conversation. 
I have submitted a report, reflective 
of  constituents’ views, to the Minister 
of  Finance, Bill Morneau. I know that 
this report will assist in informing 
government decisions on the proposed 
tax changes, as well as give way for 
future measures to be taken regarding 
overall tax reform in Canada.

CONTACT ME!
If  you would like to learn more about 

this topic, or raise any concerns with 
federal matters, please contact my office! 
Phone: 905-773-8358, Email: Leona.
Alleslev@parl.gc.ca, or Drop in: 12820 
Yonge St. suite 202, Richmond Hill, ON 
L4E 4H1.

This week I don’t really have anything 
to say as I am at a loss for words.

The US is once again struck by the 
madness of  a mass shooting. Call it a 
terrorist attack, a lone wolf  attack, or 
call it whatever you want. Naming the 
event is a somewhat pointless discussion 
to have right now. It is a distraction; a 
political distraction, and one I am not 
willing to engage in.

The facts are that a gunman killed 
close to 60 people, injured hundreds of  
others and struck terror into the hearts 
of  literally thousands of  people and put a 
nation – and its neighbours – once again 
into state of  shocked disbelief. 

Striking terror into the hearts of  
people makes you a terrorist.  So, let’s 
accept that and leave the dance of  
semantics aside for another day, shall we? 

People are dead. Not because of  war. 
Not because of  an accident. Not because 
of  gangland crime, but because someone 
had access to and was able to purchase 
multiple high fire power weapons and 
thus successfully execute a plan to kill as 
many people as possible.

Again, let’s not argue semantics 
about the type of  firearm – scratch that, 
firearms - the gunman had. Or whether 
the weapons were semi-automatic or 
automatic. As if  the fact the guns were 
allegedly purchased legally and then 
altered provides any solace to the families 
of  those gunned down.

I do not understand the obsession with 
guns in the US. The right to bear arms, 
ostensibly to defend oneself, I suppose 
I understand that. I don’t live in the 
middle of  nowhere or in the midst of  
a high crime neighbourhood, so I can 
understand, at least intellectually, the 
argument of  those that do that one needs 
protection of  some sort from threats, real 
or perceived.  I understand the argument 
that one has the right to defend oneself.

But how does the right to protect 
oneself  morph into the right to own 
multiple high fire power weapons? Who 
exactly is one protecting oneself  against? 
Marauders? Bandits? A strike force of  
some kind?

And how is it that one man could own 
all those guns, all that ammunition and 
no one thought to say, “hmmmm, why 
is this man creating his own personal 
armoury?” Worse, how many other 
people have a similar cache of  weapons? 
I simply don’t understand how their 
system works.  How the right to own a gun 
translates into the right to own sufficient 
weaponry to arm a small military force.

The US is awash in guns. I read one 
estimate that said that “there are more 
guns than people in the US.”  That means 
there are over a third of  a billion guns in 
the US. That is simply staggering. The 
likelihood that they would give them all 
up is pretty much zero. So, a debate about 
gun ownership rights is pointless. We are 
well past that.  

Despite this being the worst mass 
shooting in US history, I doubt that there 
will be any meaningful reform of  gun 
ownership regulations. If  there were 
no reforms after Sandy Hook, where 20 
children were shot down, I am not sure 
what it would take, quite frankly, for 
there to be change.

Maybe someday common sense will 
prevail.

But, until then, I guess the world will  
just have to make do with the “thoughts 
and prayers” of  those that make those 
decisions.

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…
Thanksgiving!  (Monday, October 9)

Did you know that we ironically have Thanksgiving to thank for the TV dinner? In 1953, the Swanson Company was faced with a conundrum when they had 260 tonnes  
of leftover turkey. A salesman suggested they package the leftover turkey, along with a selection of sides, into trays and freeze it.  

Economically priced at 98 cents the TV dinner was an instant success, selling 10,000,000 turkey dinners during the first year! 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

A better way to communicate

Tax Fairness

Thoughts and 
prayers?

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville
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Do you support  
peaceful protest in sport?
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

EMPOWERING
FUTURE GLOBAL LEADERS

905-895-1700 ext. 259    admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between 
challenging students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be 
applied to their university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students 
develop valuable skills, including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and 
presentation

• design, invent and problem 
solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as 

ethical, compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 11

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 18  
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket

Apply now for 
September 2018

by several community non-profit 
agencies and local churches to provide 
employment opportunities to adults 
with intellectual disabilities while 
offering a space for people in Aurora 
and Newmarket to connect.

It is a brainchild with several parents, 
including Community Living Aurora-
Newmarket, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, as well as Commons Coffee, the 
mainstay of  the Newmarket Farmers’ 
Market which provides employment and 
teaching opportunities to adults living 
with intellectual challenges through 
hands-on work as baristas. 

Beginning November 8, this success 
will begin brewing at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church at Mosley and 
Victoria Streets and continuing each 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Its purpose is to serve fair trade 
coffee, tea and fresh baked goods to those 

in the community, offer work experience 
to these adults in a supportive 
environment, and create a space for the 
community to come together.

The idea for a café such as this 
first came from support staff  at 
Community Living, whose clients 
regularly volunteer at Martha’s Table, 
the affordable community lunch held 
weekly at St. Andrew’s under the 
auspices of  Welcome Table.

This, however, provided these adults 
with a volunteer opportunity just once 
a week and that simply was not enough. 

“They were looking for other places,” 
says St. Andrew’s Rev. Paul Kang. “The 
idea of  creating something else on 
another day started, and it was also in 
conjunction with people we meet in 
the community where there is a lot of  
loneliness and isolation. There weren’t 
a lot of  opportunities for people to come 
together, and the genesis of  this was the 
need for employment opportunities for 
people with disabilities and also a space 
where the community can connect and 
interact with one another.”

The next step was to reach out to 
Commons Coffee, which has been 
providing just such opportunities for 
dozens of  York Region adults for over 
five years. 

Commons Coffee was founded by 

Susan Popper and her daughter, who 
lives with autism.

When her daughter graduated from 
high school they found a shortage of  
volunteer opportunities within the 
community so set out to change the 
status quo.

Eventually they found their niche 
at the Newmarket Farmers’ Market, 
growing each year, and now providing 
between 13 and 15 adults under their 
umbrella who do three or four hour 
shifts at a time, expanding their business 
to catering at myriad local events 
including the recent Harvest Festival 
hosted at Shepherd’s Bush by Windfall 
Ecology Centre. 

“We like the idea of  being out in the 
community and making connections,” 
says Ms. Popper. “There are a lot of  the 
same issues: loneliness and isolation, 
living at home after graduation doing 
nothing and watching TV. Parents have 
to quit their jobs so they can look after 
them and a lot of  them don’t know what 
to do. At Commons Coffee, we provide 
training opportunities and they are also 
our partners in business and get paid.”

While expertise of  the adults working 
with Commons Coffee has been a 
winning recipe, your help is needed to 
help complete the Aurora Community 
Café’s recipe for success.

The adults bring with them all that 
is needed to give Starbuck’s a run for 
its money, but bakers are needed to 
help complete the picture and impart 
the skills to help them bake that perfect 
cookie or muffin. Whether you are a 
professional baker with a few hours to 
spare each week, or a home baker keen 
to share your love of  baking with others, 
the Aurora Community Café would love 
to hear from you.

They would also love to see your 
support next Sunday, October 15, at 2 
p.m. when St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
hosts the York Region Community Choir 
in concert. 

Single tickets for the concert are on 
sale now at $25 ($30 at the door, seniors 
and students $20) by calling 905-727-
6567 and all proceeds will go towards 
supporting the Aurora Community 
Café.

“It really boils down to this: when 
we go to Tim Hortons, they are really 
busy, but we think there are also people 
out there in the community who want 
to enjoy their coffee but also support a 
not-for-profit business that has a larger 
purpose – and that is to bring people 
together from different backgrounds 
and different abilities,” says Rev. Kang. 
“It’s about how we are all a community 
together.”

Bakers wanted to give special needs adults an opportunity
to make a difference

Partners in the Community Café – including Commons Coffee, Community Living, and Welcoming Arms – meet in the hall of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
the hall where the magic will unfold.                                                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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AURORA
15630 Bayview Ave
Aurora, Ontario L4G 0Y7
(905) 503 6530

NEW
AURORA
LOCATION
NOW OPEN!

We reserve the right to limit quan��es, change store assortment and correct any errors. Availability of some products may be limited by supplies available or by lead �me required to replenish the stock. All sizes quoted are approximate and items may not be exactly as shown. Some products are available at selected loca�ons only. No rainchecks.

WE’RE HIRING FOR
ALL POSITIONS!
HR@STARSKYCANADA.COM

We are now accep�ng applica�ons for full �me & part �me 
posi�ons. Applica�ons can be found in store at Customer 

Service, online or you can e-mail your resume to:

Valid from Thursday, September 28th

to Wednesday, October 11th 2017 

Pork Kabanos in Natural Casing

629629lblb
13.87kg

savesave 27%27%

2.99ea
Liberte - 500g
Mediterranee
Yogurt
Assorted Varieties
4.19

2 for

3.49
Starsky Bakery
Regular
Baguettes
1.99ea

SAVE29%

4.99lb
11.00kg
Ontario
Pork
Tenderloin
6.99

8.99lb
19.82kg
Smoked
Ramzes or
Mars Cheese
11.75

3.99lb
8.80kg
Ontario
Boneless
Pork
Shoulder
4.99

5.99lb
13.21kg
Ontario
Outside
Round
Steak or
Roast
7.99

5.59lb
12.32kg
Grandma
Pork Ham
7.67

5.99lb
13.21kg
“Góralska”
Pork
Sausage
7.21

2 for

4.00
Ontario Grape
Tomatoes
1 Pint Pkg
2.49ea

.99lb
2.18kg
Ontario
Golden
Delicious
Apples

.99ea
Ontario
Celery
Stalks

Cut from
Canada AA
Grade Beef

or Higher

SAVE23%
SAVE27%

SAVE29%
SAVE25%

4.99cs
.99ea
Mangiatorella - 6x1.5L
Non-Carbonated 
Natural Mineral
Water
7.99cs

1.69ea
Wolski
Plums
in Light
Syrup
720mL
2.39

1.19ea
Kamis
Assorted
Mustards
180g/185g
1.69

Local Chicken Drumsticks249lb249lb
5.49kg

savesave 29%29% 11.99lb
26.43kg
Ontario
Lamb
Rack
14.99

2.59ea
Tymbark
Selected
Fruit
Drinks
2L
3.49

15.99lb
35.25kg
Fresh
Arctic
Char Fillet
17.99

4.49ea
Wolski
Sour
Cherries
in Light
Syrup
1.5L
5.99

2.49lb
5.49kg
Frozen
Basa
Fillet
3.99

3.69ea
Kodra
Cherry
Peppers
With
Cheese
314mL
4.99

2.99ea
Wolski
Polish
Dill Pickles
1.5L
3.99

6.99lb
15.41kg
Fresh
Tilapia
Fillet
7.99

.99ea
Gerstel
Non-
-Alcoholic
Beer
500mL
1.39

12.39ea
Agropur
Anco Brie or
Camembert
Cheese
450g
14.49

1.79ea
Wolski
Pickled
Mushrooms
250mL
2.49

1.29ea
Wolski
Prepared
Horseradish or
Horseradish
Cream
250mL
1.69/1.99

2.19ea
Wolski
Cucumbers
in Brine
Low
Salt
720mL
2.99

1.49ea
Astra
Selected
Teas
20-25
Bags
2.99

8.29lb
18.28kg - Arla
Havarti
Cheese
Creamy or
Jalapeno
9.93

Cut from
Canada AA
Grade Beef

or Higher

1.79ea
Łowicz
Assorted
Fruit
Jams
280g
2.29

11.99lb
26.43kg
Ontario
T-Bone
Steak
15.49

4.99ea
Tchibo
Exclusive
Instant
Coffee
100g
7.59

SAVE23%
SAVE38%

NEW!

SAVE26%
SAVE50%

Chicken & Pork Wieners419lb419lb
9.24kg

savesave 28%28%

2.99ea
Starsky
Herring in
Cream
Sauce
Marinated Herring
Fillets With Onion
In Creamy Sauce
250mL

3.49

3.79ea
Starsky
Debrecyna
Sausage
on a Bun
Debrecyna
Sausage on a Bun
w/Fried Onions

4.50

7.29lb
16.07kg
Gypsy
Pork
Loin
9.48

8.99lb
19.82kg
Uniqpol
Homestyle
Turkey
Roll
10.84

5.99ea
Frozen
Cranberries
1kg
7.49

10.49lb
23.13kg - BOS
Smoked
Mackerel
Fillet
13.11

4.99lb
11.00kg
Starsky
Sauerkraut
Stew Bigos
w/Meat
Braised Sauerkraut
w/Smoked Meats

5.85

1.69ea
Kucharczyk/Wolski
Selected
Pasta
Noodles
250g
2.29

11.99ea
Western
Baker’s
Cream
Cheese
1kg
15.49

3.99ea
Modhani
Assorted
2% Greek
Yogurt
With
Turmeric
4x125g
5.49

2.99ea
Elite
Sour
Cream
Regular
or Light
500mL
3.99

6.39lb
14.09kg
Vienna
Montreal
Smoked
Beef
8.12

6.79lb
14.97kg
Old Fashion
or Double
Smoked
Pork
Bacon
8.12

4.99ea
Felix
Lingonberry
Spread
410g
6.49

1.49ea
Kraft
Stove Top
Chicken or
Turkey
Stuffing
Mix
120g
2.19

SAVE27%
SAVE$1!

SAVE23%

NEW!

1.99ea
Venita
Henna
Hair
Color
Selected
Varieties
75mL
5.99

1.49ea
Goplana
“Mella”
Fruit Jellies
In Chocolate
Selected Varieties
190g
1.99

1.29100g
Mieszko
“Klejnoty”
Selected
Filled
Chocolates
Bulk
1.99100g

2.49ea
Imperial
Cocoa or
Cream
Wafers
415g
3.39

1.49ea
Maitre Truffout
“Grazioso”
Mini Chocolates
w/Cream Filling
Selected Varieties
108g

1.99

5.39ea
E. Wedel
“Ptasie Mleczko”
Chocolate
Covered
Marshmallows
Selected Varieties
380g
7.49

1.99ea
Marco Polo
Chocolate 
Covered
Gingerbread
Pretzels
400g
2.79

1.69ea
Wawel
Assorted
“Superior”
Dark
Chocolates
100g
2.29

2.69ea
Imperial
Chocolate
Bars
Selected
Varieties
250g
3.79ea

1.79ea
Storck
“Mamba”
Chewy Fruit
Candies
106g
2.49

.99lb
2.18kg
Ontario
Early
Bartlett
Pears

7.69lb
16.95kg
Astoria Bakery
Cream Cake
“Smietannikov”
8.61

.99ea
Ferrero
White
Chocolate
Kinder
Bueno
Wafer Bar
39g
1.39

9.99ea
Persil
Selected
Laundry
Detergents
1.4kg
13.99

Lider
Hanging
Car Air
Fresheners
Assorted
Varieties
1.99ea

5.99ea
AA Oceanic
Essence
Body
Scrubs
Selected
Varieties
200mL
8.99

3.99ea
Perwoll
Assorted
Liquid
Laundry
Deter-
-gent
1L
6.99

6.99lb
15.41kg
Walnut
Halves
& Pieces
Product of
U. S. A.

3 for
1.00
Flis
Happy
Time
Hazelnut
Wafer Bar
23g
.59ea

BUY 1GET 1 FREE

SAVE27%

SAVE$7/kg

SAVE$4!
SAVE$3!

SAVE$3!

SAVE$4!

Ontario Loose Carrots

.69lb.69lb
1.52kg

4.29lb
9.46kg
Extra Lean
“Podhalańska”
BBQ Pork
Sausage
5.40

2 for
4.00
Sunflower
Seeds
300g
2.49ea
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BUSINESS 
  & FINANCE

FREE WORKSHOP: OCTOBER 12TH 
IN AURORA

See article this page.

You’re invited! Workshop: October 12th
Learn How Local Experts are Investing in Mortgages 

Ever wonder how banks earn big 
profi ts? Last quarter, the big 6 banks 
posted a net profi t of  $10.15 billion.  
According to the Canadian Bank-
ers Association, 56% - a signifi cant 
portion of  their profi t - is generated from 
net interest income, such as from resi-
dential mortgages.

Local investors can now follow this 
proven formula for success by 
becoming mortgage lenders.

  “Our investors earn 
between 8% and 12% 
annually on private 
mortgages,” said Vic-
tor Camba, a mort-
gage agent at UNION 
Capital Management who 
specializes in matching 
borrowers with individu-
al investors.

For those wanting to learn more, 
there will be a free workshop on Octo-
ber 12th in Aurora. Investors will learn 
how to get involved, and how to examine 
private mortgage deals in order to maxi-
mize returns and reduce risk.

Private lenders can invest using 
cash or registered funds (such as their 
RRSP).  In return, they obtain simi-
lar benefi ts that banks enjoy, such as 
predictable and stable monthly cash fl ow, 
and “bricks and mortar” security.

It is becoming increasingly more 
diffi cult to obtain mortgage fi nanc-
ing through traditional banks.  As a 
result, these borrowers are turning to 
private lenders.

A misconception is that these are 
bad-quality borrowers.  “Bad cred-
it? No Credit? No Problem,” are 
advertisements sometimes seen.  This is 
far from the truth.

In 2016, 2.7 million Canadians were 
self-employed (Statistics Canada).  
These people are generally in the sales 
and services industry, such as Real-
tors and Contractors.  There were also 
1.2 million small businesses. These 
borrowers do not meet the bank’s 
lending criteria, and are therefore 
turned down. Their tax return may show 
a signifi cantly lower fi gure than what 
they actually take home as income.

“We take into consideration all sourc-
es of  the client’s income, including stat-

ed business income, something the banks 
don’t do,” Victor said. “But we are not 
going to take undue risk. We will take a 
calculated risk.”

He prefers to offer loans below 80% 
of  the value of  the property to lim-
it losses in case of  a housing price 
downturn.  Unlike mutual funds or 
stocks, a mortgage investment is col-

lateralized with existing residential 
properties within the Greater To-

ronto Area, including Aurora 
and Newmarket.  If  the 
borrower defaults, their 
lender has the legal power 
to sell the property to re-
cover their funds. 

  “It used to be inves-
tors went to their lawyer 
or accountant and said, 
‘I have a few million dol-

lars and I want to lend this out and 
make a good return,” Victor said. “They 
are still around, but now there are op-
portunities for the average investor with 
cash or an RRSP.”

For those who want to invest in real 
estate without the hassle of  tenants 
or repairing toilets, register online to 
attend the free workshop. Seating is lim-
ited to the fi rst 25 people who register.

REGISTER TODAY TO ATTEND 

Date:  Thursday, October 12th
 at 7.30pm
Where: Aurora Town Hall
 Leksand Room
 100 John West Way, 
 Aurora
Cost:  Complimentary

Snacks and refreshments will be served.

Register Online
oct12-lending.eventbrite.ca

Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortgageInvesting

     Email:  
     victor.camba@unioncapital.ca
     Call:  416-435-8340

Victor Camba is the Director of  
Business Development, Lending for UNION 
Capital Management. Mortgage Brokerage 
Lic# 10318 - Mortgage Agent license #M14001907

Advertorial

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus • 905-727-9444 • www.highlandgm.com

www.auroratigers.pointstreaksites.com

 Proudly suPPorting the  
AurorA tigers Jr A

©2017 Kumon Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

This school year, give your  
child an academic advantage.

50% OFF REGISTRATION*

Kumon of Aurora - Yonge & Edward
265 Edward Street, Unit 17 

905-900-0475 • jyeung@ikumon.com

Mention this ad to receive

*Offer valid only at this centre 
until September 30, 2017
*Off er valid only at this centre 
until October 30, 2017

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve 
parenting, support, and property issues 
arising from separating families. A practitioner 
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaff ney

Fire hall, new baseball diamonds lead to “largest  
capital budget in 10 years”

By Brock Weir 

A new fire hall serving Aurora and 
Newmarket and baseball diamonds 
behind the former home of  Hallmark are 
some of  the big ticket items at the centre 
of  a very big capital budget for the year 
ahead.

Next Saturday morning, October 14, 
Council will meet to sit down and begin 
deliberations on the 2018 Capital Budget, 
and they will have a lot to discuss, as they 
learned this week as Town Treasurer 
Dan Elliott introduced a revised 10 Year 
forecast.

“It is a very large budget this year,” Mr. 
Elliott told Council last week, crunching 
the numbers for a capital budget of  $41 
million.

The lion’s share of  this $41 million are 
items accounting for new infrastructure 
and growth, clocking in at $27 million, 
while the repair and replacement of  
existing assets and amenities will add a 
further $13.4 million to the bill.

“This is going to be the largest 
capital budget that we have had for 10 
or 15 years,” he said. “We have the new 
Fire Hall, we also have build out of  the 
Hallmark playing fields, so there is a lot 
of  capital in those. But, we knew it was 
coming, we have the funding planned, 

and we are able to accommodate that. 
We’re in good shape. Financially we’re 
ready for this. We’re able to afford it 
and our directors assure us that we can 
deliver on those projects.”

Much of  the groundwork has been 
laid in the continued infusion of  existing 
reserve accounts, a trend which will 
continue down the line. 

“The ten year plan shows an 
investment requirement of  $261 million 
total over the next ten years: $123 million 
for repair and replacement, $135 million 
for growth and new assets, and $3 million 
for special projects,” said Mr. Elliot in his 
report. “The Town’s financial goal is to 
grow its infrastructure reserve balances 
to two times the average annual spend 
requirement by the end of  the 10 year 
plan period.”

In order to achieve this goal, the 
Treasurer proposes a .5 per cent increase 
in cash to capital reserves next year, with 
.7 per cent increase in 2019 and 2020, an 
increase of  .8 per cent from 2021 through 
2023, and a .9 per cent increase down the 
line to 2026 before a full percentage point 
in 2027.

“This requirement would be 
funded out of  the annual 1 per cent 
recommended tax increase in support 
of  fiscal strategies, such as this and 
the continued reduction in the Town’s 
reliance upon supplementary tax and 
interest from [the Hydro reserves]. 
No annual operating budget surplus 
contributions to these reserves are 
included in the forecast model as 
surpluses of  this nature are difficult 
to project. However, contributions of  
this nature will only serve to reduce the 
impact of  inflationary pressures on the 
plan and contributions.”

In addition to the fire hall and Hallmark 
baseball diamonds, additional capital 
projects proposed in the 2018 forecast 
include the design for a new recreation 
centre – a move which was spurred 
earlier this year through a motion from 
Councillor Harold Kim – along with the 
construction of  a new parking lot and 
playground at Stewart Burnett Park 
near the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex, the “continued advancement” 
of  constructing the Aurora Wildlife 
Park (Ivy Jay Nature Reserve), work 
on the Aurora promenade, and even 
more unspecified work on the new Joint 
Operations Centre.

“Hydro funding is proposed to advance 
the cultural precinct master plan and the 
cultural master plan,” Mr. Elliott notes.

“Our staff  are trying desperately to 
maximize the Town’s access to grant 
monies that are available from the Feds 
and the Province and we have been very 
successful in those efforts, sometimes 
unfortunately, Aurora is seen to be quite 
healthy financially, or quite affluent 
financially and we get denied because the 
sense is we distribute our grant funding 
based on need rather than opportunity,” 
he told Council, adding that the new 
assets coming online in 2C will be a 
“surge.”

In all, the budget forecast garnered 
little discussion when presented to 
Council last Tuesday. Lawmakers are 
likely saving their comments for next 
Saturday’s Budget meeting.

Councillor Michael Thompson, 

however, had praise for the continued 
efforts to boost reserves and that Aurora’s 
Asset Management Plan, an integral 
component in this 10 year forecast, has 
been successful.

“It is good to know that we take a 
sizable amount from the tax levy and put 
it into our reserve accounts. I am still 
amazed when I go to AMO (Association 
of  Municipalities of  Ontario) 
conferences and I still see municipalities 
talking about the need to put together 
an asset management plan now that 
it is mandated by the Province. Kudos 
to you for bringing it forward early for 
us last term and I think Aurora was 
certainly one of  the forerunners of  the 
development of  those asset management 
plans and it has served us well.”
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Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Aurora men thank “guardian angels” for second chance at life
By Brock Weir

Brian Golder describes himself  as “an 
older gentleman” but a very thankful 
one. In fact, he views himself  as an older 
gentleman “given a second chance at 
life.”

On Tuesday, Mr. Golder had the 
opportunity to thank those individuals 
who came to his rescue and helped make 
this second chance a reality for him.

Rare are the occasions when a man 
has the opportunity to personally thank 
the people who helped save his life; and 
even rarer still are those evenings when 
two men have the chance to do so as well.

But that is just what happened on 
Tuesday night when Mr. Golder, along 
with Fred Osti, were able to personally 
thank municipal staff  and lifeguards 
for the quick-thinking actions that saved 
them from death.

“On May 30, the Recreation Staff  
responded to a medical emergency at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
where there was an unconscious, non-
breathing individual in the pool,” said 
Adrian Wong, Recreation Supervisor 
for the Town of  Aurora, on what led up 
to Mr. Osti’s rescue. “The lifeguards 
quickly identified and responded to the 
individual, cleared the pool and called 
911. Lifeguards performed CPR and used 
the automated external defibrillator. 
Soon after, Central York Fire Services 
and York EMS were on the scene and the 
individual was taken to the hospital for 
further treatment.

“The Recreation Team provided 
support through managing the scene, 
directing bystanders and providing 
a critical incident stress defusing 
session for the staff  who responded to 
the incident. Their level of  training, 
preparedness, communication and 
teamwork were all contributing factors 
to the success of  the rescue.”

Mr. Osti, along with his wife, were on 
hand to applaud Community Program 
Coordinator Jodi Alexander, Lifeguard 
Adrian Bunyi, Aquatics Coordinator 
Terri Edwards, Lifeguard Nicole Lawlor, 
Customer Service Representative 
Courtney Levek, Acting Youth and 
Community Development Coordinator 

Greg Peri, Lifeguards Jennifer Savov 
and Glenda Wilcock, and Mr. Wong for 
their work.

“Fred does not remember, but he 
must have heard my story many times,” 
said Mrs. Osti. “It seemed like forever, 
but they got a pulse. All the staff  were 
so caring, so helpful and so determined. 
The four life guards are Fred’s guardian 
angels. I hope they will do much more 
for our community and may God bless 
them.”

Almost exactly two months later, Mr. 
Golder was discovered collapsed and 
unconscious on the floor of  the Aurora 
Public Library’s men’s room by patron 
Angelo DiPlessibo.

After calling 911, Mr. DiPlessibo 
alerted Library Staff  to the emergency 
and Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager of  
Community Collaboration, and, on her 
first week on the job, Ashley Nunn-
Smith, Manager of  Content, Access and 
Innovation, sprang into action. 

“They administered CPR and used 
the defibrillator as directed,” said 
Jill Foster, CEO for the Aurora Public 
Library. “They continued CPR until 
Central York Fire Services, York 
Regional Police, and York Region EMS 
arrived and transported the gentleman 
to the hospital. I know I speak for all my 
staff  in expressing the appreciation and 
admiration for the quick thinking and 
decisive action of  our two colleagues, 
Reccia and Ashley. I am proud of  my 
library staff  for the work they do day in 
and day out, but tonight surely is special.

“To everyone’s great relief, the 
victim’s wife made the effort to come into 
the Library shortly after the incident to 
tell us all that her husband was resting 
and would recover – and that was the 
best news of  all.”

Better still was Mr. Golding along with 
his wife Velma, were in the audience 
to surprise Ms. Nunn-Smith and Ms. 
Mandelcorn with his personal thanks.

“I would like to thank the ladies for 
the opportunity of  a second chance,” 
he said. “It is very important. I realise 
I am an older gentlemen, but to have 
the opportunity to be basically given a 
second chance is amazing. I thank the 
ladies, extremely.”

(Top) Fred Osti thanks the lifeguards and Parks & Recreation staff who saved his life after he lost  
consciousness at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex this past spring. (Above) Brian Golder,  
accompanied by wife Velma, were also on hand to thank the Aurora Public Library staff who saved his life. 
All were recognized at Council last week for their heroism. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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Colours of Fall Concert to take 
place under “Harvest Moon”

By Brock Weir

A harvest moon in the sky might not 
shine down on Town Park this Thursday, 
but Harvest Moon will in the air as 
the sounds of  Neil Young provide the 
soundtrack to the Colours of  Fall. 

The Town’s annual pre-Thanksgiving 
harvest celebration will take place 
October 5 from 6 – 8 p.m.

Featuring the traditional free corn 
roast and pumpkin carving activities 
this year, to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of  Confederation, the 
Colours of  Fall will be a celebration of  
Canada. 

While the music of  Canadian music 
icon Neil Young, courtesy of  the tribute 
band The Neil Young’Uns provides the 
headline entertainment, interactive 
displays from Black Creek Pioneer 
Village will take concert-goers back to 
the Canada of  1867.

“This year, Colours of  Fall is one 
of  our Canada 150 Signature Events,” 
says Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora. 
“This is the last Concert in the Park at the 
end of  the full outdoor season, and it is 
a kick-off  to the Thanksgiving weekend. 
This year, Black Creek will provide a 
really interactive and elaborate display 
taking us back to those days. People will 
actually be able to try out the spinning 
wheel and try out harness-making tools; 
a very hands-on experience.

“We’re also fortunate with the kick-
off  to the Making Peace exhibition 
opening October 4 at Town Park, those 
who come to the Colours of  Fall Concert 
will be able to experience that as well.”

Whether they are performing at 
Ribfest or the pre-Canada Day Party 
in the Park, The Neil Youn’Uns, led by 
Larry Cariou, have become something 
of  a mainstay on the Aurora circuit. 
Ms. Ware says the crisp fall air and the 
changing leaves provided the perfect 
storm to bring their unique take on 
Neil Young’s equally unique take on 
Canadiana back to Town Park.

“I hope this year exceeds everyone’s 
expectations and they are able to 
contribute some moments to the Peace 
exhibition,” says Ms. Ware. “I really 
hope they are also taken with the 
Pioneer Village experience and the Neil 
Youn’uns performance.”

For more information on the Colours 
of  Fall concert, visit www.aurora.ca/
fallconcert. 

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.

B
ay

vi
ew

Av
e.

N

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design
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*$10.00 off  

Furnace Clean & Check!

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

www.tholiver.com 
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora

905.727.4258
Emergency No Heat Service Available 24/7

*$10.00 taken off final invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, 
Fireplace or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers can no be combined. Oliver reserves the right 

to limi promo. Call for complete details. Must be presented to Technician at time of service. 
Expires Octover 31, 2016.

By Brock Weir

If  you’ve ever wanted to leave behind 
a lasting legacy in Aurora – and have 
your name remembered for generations 
to come – you will soon have your 
chance with Southlake Regional Health 
Centre. 

A parkette near the intersection 
of  Thomas Phillip Drive at St. John’s 
Sideroad could bear your name, or the 
name of  your choice, for perpetuity 
if  you have the winning bid at the 20th 
Anniversary Southlake Black Tie Gala 
next Saturday, October 14. 

Held every two years, the Black 
Tie Gala brings together hundreds 
of  community business leaders and 
“influential community members” 
to mingle with Southlake physicians, 
Board members and more for a night 
of  live entertainment, gourmet dining, 
and a great chance to support the most 
urgent priorities at Southlake Regional 
Health Centre.

Sponsored by Magna International 
and Kerbel Group at the Platinum Level, 
as well as organizations such as Aurora 
Home Hardware, Priestly Demolition, 
New Roads Automotive and more, the 
Town of  Aurora last week did its part 
by putting the parkette up for grabs. 

It was welcome news to 
representatives of  the Southlake 
Regional Health Centre Foundation 
who came to Council last week asking 
for Council to ratify the decision made 
at the Committee level the previous 
week to once again make a parkette 
contribution. 

“It is an evening for everyone to enjoy 
a unique and exclusive event with live 
and silent auctions, a lavish cocktail 
reception, a gourmet dinner and live 
entertainment, and all to support the 
hospital’s most urgent priorities,” said 
David Basco of  the Foundation. “As with 
all hospitals, Southlake does not receive 
government funding to purchase new 
or replace equipment outside of  capital 
builds. Critical and basic equipment 
like beds, surgical tools and machines 
are all funded through the generosity 
of  the community and through events 
like the gala we will continue to provide 
world-class care close to home.”

Mr. Basco was joined at the podium 
by colleague Jennifer Kerr, who not 
only made the formal ask of  Council but 
highlighted just what such a donation 
would mean to the lives and treatments 
of  patients. 

“Through the donations of  parkettes, 
we have been able to raise over 
$200,000 to support the urgent needs 
of  our hospital; items like building the 
residential hospice, the cancer centre, 
and purchasing new beds for our patient 
rooms,” she said noting, of  course, that 
the naming rights to the parkette would 
be sold to the highest bidder.

“All proceeds raised will support 
the most urgent needs of  our hospital. 
We rely on our generous communities 
to support the most critical needs 
across the hospital so we can continue 
to provide the highest quality of  care 
our patients expect and deserve. The 
fund will help us provide our clinical 
staff  with the tools they need to make 
miracles happen every single day.”

Last year’s parkette auction raised 
$11,000 to the foundation and organizers 
are hoping to up the ante this year.

Despite the enthusiasm with which 
Council approved the Parkette request, 
it was tempered by some dismay with a 
perceived lack of  government funding 
for the local health care provider, and 
those like it across the Province.

“The Provincial Government funds 

nearly 90 per cent of  the capital costs, 
but actually that is 65 per cent of  all 
the costs a hospital needs to operate,” 
said Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “It is 
unfortunate that the government doesn’t 
fund more of  our operating costs. The 
rest is basically up to the taxpayers and 
those who are going to the gala.”

Added Councillor Michael Thompson, 

encouraging Gala organizers to set a 
high opening bid for this hot piece of  
property, “I think we all recognize the 
importance of  our hospital and we all 
want to be supportive of  it. We would 
certainly like to see it go for as high a 
figure as possible because we know the 
money will be put to good use.”

This year’s Southlake Black Tie Gala 

will take place on Saturday, October 
14, at the Universal Eventspace in 
Vaughan. Cocktails begin at 6 p.m., 
with dinner and entertainment 
beginning at 7.30 p.m. Individual tickets 
are $500, benefiting the Southlake 
Regional Health Centre Foundation. 
For more information, visit www.
southlakefoundation.ca. 

Park auction will benefit patient care at Southlake hospital
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Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Chosing a large woodstove? This is one of our most 

popular models and a true performer. The Jotul 

F 500 Oslo wood stove features both front and left side

-loading convenience, plus its legendary non-catalytic 

clean burn combustion effi ciency. 

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

WOODSTOVES

For more information  
visit york.ca/hhw 
or call 1-866-665-6752 

For more information  
visit york.ca/hhw 
or call 1-866-665-6752 

Space provided through a partnership between industry and Ontario 
municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

Electronic waste (e-waste) is any 
electronic equipment that no longer 

works and cannot be repaired. 

E-waste does not belong in the garbage or blue box.                              
Bring it to a waste depot where it will be disposed of safely.

Space provided through a partnership between industry and Ontario 
municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

What is E-waste?
You can now recycle your liquid 

cooking oil free of charge.

Did you know?

Used cooking oil does not go in the garbage 
or down the drain. Small amounts of cooking 

oil can be placed in the green bin. Bring 
larger amounts in a tightly sealed container, 

measuring less than four litres in size, to a waste 
depot where it will be disposed of safely.  

AHS sisters aim to empower girls through coding
By Brock Weir 

Maya Bishop has always been 
interested in science and technology, 
but when she sat down to put her 
interests to good use in high school 
computer engineering course, she 
noticed something a little bit unusual.

She was one of  only two girls in the 
class, leading Maya, now a Grade 12 
student at Aurora High School to ask 
the obvious question: why?

The answer, at least on the surface, 
seemed to be a simple one. For far too 
long, when computer tech courses are 
mentioned young girls see images of  
“the geek behind the desk.”

“I really got to feel how big of  a 
gender gap there is,” says Maya. 
“Most people have the geek behind the 
desk vibe when they hear it, but they 
don’t understand how amazing that 
profession is.”

She and her sister Amanda, Grade 
10, however, are not content to just 
quietly forge ahead on their technology 
and science path, they are aiming to 
challenge those misconceptions for 
girls across Aurora and close that gap 
by hosting female tech leaders for a 
night of  conversation. 

Why Code Aurora: A Night of  
Empowering Girls Through Code will 
take place October 24 from 6.30 – 8.30 
p.m. at Aurora High School is and 
open to young women from the whole 
community – and even the guys.

It brings together a group of  six 
women who have forged careers in 

technology who will dispel the vibe 
end encourage up-and-coming talent to 
see the possibilities before them. 

“We want these women in computer 
fields to share how they got their job 
and what obstacles they have faced and 
overcome,” says Amanda. “Our focus 
is how there are far fewer women. 
We hope this will help the girls in the 
community to realise there are jobs in 
technology they can do, and it is not a 
‘man thing’ to be in computers. It is an 
easy and creative outlet.

“There are so many jobs in 
technology [and a lot of  people] don’t 
really know what most of  them are. 
You hear titles, but you don’t really 
know what they mean. I am hoping 
this event will help me realise more 
opportunities I have to go into.”

While Amanda hasn’t yet firmed 
up her possible career goals, Maya 
is a bit more definite in her plans to 
continue in the computer sciences and 
engineering fields. 

“When we started creating this 
event we had to deal with that ‘geek’ 
stereotype, but then we started seeing 
the stereotype of  the frat boy who is 
smart who can deal with computers, 
but we haven’t created anything that 
is making girls want to go into the 
field,” says Maya. “They are thinking 
it is a very male field and working with 
computers is a male thing.

“The women on our panel are all 
women in the industry, so they all 
understand this [gender gap] issue and 
they all want to help it in some way. I 

found out while I was researching the 
issue that girls as early as Grade 5 start 
eliminating careers; they don’t pick 
their career, but they start eliminating 
them, so we want to reach out to the 
age group of  Grade 5s to Grade 12 and 
try and show them what a career in 
this area is like because, at that age, all 
you have is the mentality of  the nerd 
guy. We want to show these girls what 
it is truly like and [our panellists] are 
all for it because they see the issue 
every day, they understand it, and they 
all want to fix it.”

Coming together to help fix the 
problem are Modana Ebrahimi, 
Product Manager for OntarioMD; 
Wendy Foster, Director of  Data 
Properties at Wattpad; Kate Kurtz, 
IBM Bluemix Development Manager; 
Maryam Shoeybi, Software Engineer 
Achievers; Kaitlin Smith, Producer, 

Uken Games; and I-Yana Tucker, 
Talent Manager at Wattpad.

“We are giving them a pretty open 
range on topics,” says Maya. “We want 
to discuss with them their company, 
what it is like, how they got into 
computers and why. If  you have any 
questions about the field, you can go 
ahead and ask what the job is like. 

“It is a really unique experience. 
You don’t often get the opportunity to 
talk to actual people in the field very 
often, especially if  it is a field you don’t 
know a lot about. Unless you’re in it, 
you don’t really get to talk to someone 
who actually knows what’s going on 
and what it is like.”

If  you’re interested in attending 
October 24’s Why Code Aurora at 
Aurora High School, register at tinyurl.
com/WhyCodeAurora. 

Maya Bishop, Grade 12, and Amanda Bishop, Grade 10, are bringing together a panel of women working 
in computer sciences to dispel myths and encourage young women in the community to consider their 
career options. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational 
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972  www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

Introducing Three NEW Introducing Three NEW Introducing Three NEW 
Entrance Scholarships Entrance Scholarships Entrance Scholarships 
The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased 
to announce the creation of the to announce the creation of the to announce the creation of the 
York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available 
to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School 
students starting in 2018-19. This students starting in 2018-19. This students starting in 2018-19. This 
renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide 
support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and 
additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their 
high school career. The York high school career. The York high school career. The York 
Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to 
students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, 
as well as a demonstrated and as well as a demonstrated and as well as a demonstrated and 
balanced approach toward balanced approach toward balanced approach toward 
academics, the arts and athletics. academics, the arts and athletics. academics, the arts and athletics. 
To learn more, visit To learn more, visit To learn more, visit www.cds.on.www.cds.on.www.cds.on.
ca/yorkscholarshipbursaryca/yorkscholarshipbursaryca/yorkscholarshipbursary

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE  |  Saturday, October 14, 10 am – 1 pm  

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
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Two 
Trees

Join Us Today

289.803.3020
570 Mulock Drive, Newmarket L3Y 8R9
Email: newmarket @twotreeschildcare.com
www.twotreeschildcare.com

Open from 7:00 am to 6.00 pm (Full time and Part time) 

Highly qualifi ed and experienced staff  
Creative activities and educational games 
Interactive Learning through Music and Movement 
Preschool Program in line with FDK 
Report cards 
Hot lunch and AM and PM snacks 
Spacious classrooms with large windows providing lots of natural lights
Graduation ceremony for Preschool 2 and professional photo for all classrooms 
Fenced large rubber playground with separate infant area 
Take up to two weeks of vacation without fees and we will save your spot 

Programs 
offered 

Infant Program 
0 to18 months 

Toddler Program 
18 to 30 months 

Preschool Program 
2.5 to 5 years

YRDSB teacher Derek Bunn was on hand to unveil York Region’s 
new accessible washroom trailer, of which Aurora contributed to 
its construction costs. The reveal took place at Fort York on Friday 
morning as Prince Harry, inset, watched Canada take gold in the 
Invictus archery competition. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Accessible washroom trailer has regal debut
By Brock Weir

Prince Harry might not have needed to 
stop and try a new throne on for size, but 
York Region’s new accessible washroom 
trailer had a regal debut on Friday 
morning, taking pride of  place at the 
Invictus Games’ archery championship.

A grassroots initiative which has 
seen significant financial support from 
the Federal Government along with the 
fundraising efforts from Whitchurch-
Stouffville Mayor Justin Altmann’s very 
public wedding last year, along with 
financial contributions from the Region 
of  York and communities like Aurora, 
it is a facility that is a long-time coming 
from those facing mobility challenges 
within our area.

Built to comply with the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 
the fully accessible washroom trailer 
features adjustable ramps, push-
button access, automated lifts for 
those otherwise unable to leave their 
wheelchairs, and expansive areas for 
caregivers to change individuals and 
administer food and medication.

For Aurora activist Tyler Barker, the 
accessible washroom trailer is integral 
for people with mobility challenges, 
regardless of  age, to experience the 
same level of  dignity as everyone else in 
the community.

“This will definitely benefit people in 
wheelchairs, and even people with the 
Able Network and Kerry’s Place,” says 
Mr. Barker of  the organizations working 
with people living with intellectual 
challenges and autism respectively. “I 
know they like to come out to events and 
be as active as possible, but even with 
individuals in wheelchairs or those who 
have mobility issues with walkers have 
to use an accessible washroom with a lift 
to transport people with higher needs or 
even a little heavier. 

“I hope this will be a big boost across 
York Region and also for people who 
need to go inside for privacy issues, 
whether it is to take their medication 
or, for people with behavioural issues or 
just get anxious, to be able to go inside, 
have a drink of  water in private and not 
be out in the open. 

“It may be a lot of  work, but now people 
with disabilities can have dignity.”

Going forward, the accessible 
washroom trailer will be maintained 
by the Town of  Whitchurch-Stouffville, 
which handle bookings for fairs and 
other community events across York 
Region. Along with the bookings, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville will also handle 
the towing and setup arrangements, 
with the associated costs picked up by 
the organizing municipality, so people 
with disabilities can have a safe, secure 
and dignified way to use the bathroom 
and, in turn, have peace of  mind in 
advance of  the event.

A driving force behind the trailer is 
Derek Bunn who teaches special needs 
students at Sutton District High School. 
Co-founder of  last month’s Student 
Hoedown, which saw over 1,000 special 
needs students from across York Region 
descend on Aurora for a morning and 
afternoon of  music and fun, he was at 
Toronto’s Fort York for the washroom’s 
debut, fielding questions from disabled 
service personnel and curious 
bystanders along the way.

“Where else would you want it?” said 
Mr. Bunn of  its debut at the Invictus 
Games. “This is a world event right 
now and the world needs to see that 
people with disabilities belong in the 
community and there is not a better 
place to have it. People have been asking 
questions, wanting to know what it is 
all about, and how you get in touch with 
Innovative Trailer Designs to make a 
few.

“It has been a dream and I think it is 
a great day for people living with severe 
physical disability. It gives them a chance 
to get out in the community now and 
have this at every fair and event in York 
Region. I think our goal is to possibly 
approach every municipality to have one 
of  these in their community and, with 
the support of  large corporations like 
Tim Hortons or the LCBO, it would be 
nice to have these all across the Province.

“It is taking that next step of  
integrating people into our community 
– physically disabled people and even 
seniors. Now they can be involved in the 
community and enjoy life.” 
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Tigers caught in early season slump

5TH annual induction Celebration
BE A PART OF SPORTS HISTORY

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 8th ,  2017
St. Andrew’s College

Cocktails: 6pm  |  Dinner: 7pm
Master of Ceremony: James Duthie

Live Fantasy Auction

TICKETS: $125
FOR MORE INFO:
aurorashof.ca

ashoftkt@gmail.com

t h i s  y e a r ’ s  i n d u c t e e s :

William Fleury  | Mike Palmateer | Dan Thompson | Al Wall

Integral Hockey is proud to offer the 
most technologically advanced 
composite hockey stick repair 

on the market at an affordable price.

WE REPAIR HOCKEY STICKS 
& WE SELL REFURBISHED HOCKEY STICKS

Don’t throw it away... 
Keep it in play

dlipari@integralhockey.com | 1-416-471-8406 | www.integralhockey.com

By Jake Courtepatte

After flying out the gate, the roar of  
the Tigers has been muffled after losses 
in three of  their last four games.

Hometown fans were privy to a 
double dose of  junior A hockey this 
weekend with home games on Friday 
and Saturday night, with the Tigers 
kicking it off  Friday against the 
Georgetown Raiders.

After giving up five goals to the 
Kingston Voyageurs in the previous 
game, the defensive troubles continued 
against the Raiders, as Georgetown 
went three-for-three on the powerplay 
in the first period to take a 3 – 0 lead.

Aurora bounced back to make it 
a one-goal game with notches from 
Christopher Giroday and Zach Wilkie, 
though another quick spurt of  three 
Georgetown goals put the game out of  
reach, with a final score of  7 – 4.

Additional Aurora goals were scored 
by Anthony Romano as well as Wilkie’s 
second of  the night.

Hosting the struggling Lindsay 
Muskies on Saturday was a cruise for 
the Tigers, who helped Jack Irvine to 
his first shutout of  the year in a 3 – 0 
score.

It was all Tigers in the first period, 
holding Lindsay to just four shots, while 
Romano opened the scoring just under 
three minutes in with a well-place shot 
under the blocker of  goaltender Tyler 

Richardson.
The line of  Romano, Giroday, and 

Tyler Davis once again connected in the 
second period, when Giroday finished 
off  a one-timer at the point to double 
the Aurora lead.

Jason Stachleback closed out the 
scoring in the third period, banging 
home a rebound on a Bryce Martin 
point shot.

Sunday’s matchup in Wellington 
featured a battle of  the top two teams 
in the OJHL’s NorthEast conference, 
facing a Dukes squad that had lost just 
one game over the first month of  the 
season.

The Tigers showed no signs of  fatigue 
early on, taking a quick 3 – 0 lead in 
the first period thanks to Wilkie and a 
pair from Elijah Gonsalves. Wellington 
stormed back with four in a row, taking 
the lead by the midway point of  the 
second period, though Steven MacLean 
scored for Aurora with one minute left 
in the frame to head to the dressing 
room tied at four apiece.

Wellington beat Irvine twice in the 
third period, taking a two goal lead 
with just over two minutes to go, while 
Wilkie scored with the extra attacker to 
end the game 6 – 5.

Despite the losses, the Tigers remain 
in first place in the OJHL’s North 
division thanks to a 4-0-1 start to the 
season.

Their 5-3-1 record is two points up 

on the Markham Royals and Stouffville 
Spirit, while sitting six points back of  
the conference-leading Dukes.

Aurora returns to the ice on Friday in 
Lindsay, before hosting the Burlington 
Cougars in an inter-conference 

matchup on Saturday.
Puck drop is set for 7:30 p.m. at the 

Aurora Community Centre.
For stats, schedules, and more 

information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Express earn double gold in 
hometown tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

Defending home ice was top priority 
last weekend for the Minor Atom and 
Atom York-Simcoe Express, both of  
which came out on top of  the annual 
YSE Steamtrain Shootout tournament.

After a 5 – 5 tie with the Whitby 
Wildcats to open the tournament on 
Friday at the Stronach Aurora Rec 
Complex, the Minor Atoms rallied 
back from a Saturday morning loss to 
Toronto with a 4 – 2 thumping of  the 
Oshawa Minor Generals, earning a spot 
in Sunday morning’s semifinal.

A 5 – 0 shutout of  the Markham 
Waxers set up a date with Whitby in 
the final at LaBrier Arena, where a 2 – 2 
tie was broken in the final few minutes 
of  regulation to secure the win for the 

Express.
Colin Ellsworth was named 

tournament MVP for the Express.
“We are all very proud of  the boys,” 

said coach Ken Heinrich. “They were 
excited to play host at this tournament 
and to represent YSE well. This win is 
a great stepping stone for this group 
and it’s a result that we hope will help 
propel this team on to strong results the 
rest of  the season.”

The Atom Express had a perfect 
round robin through the Friday games, 
taking down both the North York 
Rangers and Rideau St. Lawrence 
Kings. A loss to the Rochester Monarchs 
on Saturday morning sent the Express 
to the playoff  as the number-two seed, 
where they once again met Rochester 

ONGOING SUPPORT – The Aurora Tigers, accompanied by owner Jim Thomson, were suited and booted on Thursday morning as they accepted a sponsorship cheque from Jennifer Copley and members 
of the Highland Automotive Professionals team. The presentation was a further demonstration of Highland’s continued commitment to local hockey and sport. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger 
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Karen WRIGHT
Sales Representative

REALTY INC., BROKERAGE

“Buy & Sell
   Wright” tel 416.798.7070

dir 416.580.1382
BuyandSellWright.com
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SALE
14740 Keele St.,

King City
• Keele Street, north of
   16th Sideroad
• 4.88 Estate Lot
• Build Your Dream Home

Listed At
$999,000

80 Burns Blvd.,
Suite 102, King City

• Springhill Residence
   Condo
• One Bedroom • Main Flr
• Hardwood Floors
• 10 ft. Ceilings
• Kitchen w/Pantry &
   Granite Counters

$499,999
12 Cabaletta Cres.,

Vaughan
• 46 x 121 ft. Fenced Yard
• 4 Bdrms • Parquet Flrs
• Upgraded Kit w/Pantry
   & Granite Counters
• Fin Lower Level
• Mature Trees & Garden

$1,199,900

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

Massage 

Spa
Kelly
$25/30min

$45/60min

RMT $65/60min

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian 
Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal 
Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2017. All rights 
reserved. 17_90409_H7L_001

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Do you know exactly how 
much money you need to  
retire comfortably? 

When planning for the next phase of your life, there are 
three questions you need to ask yourself: 

•  Do I have a written financial plan? 
•  Is my investment portfolio on the right track? 
•  Do I know how much I pay in fees for financial advice? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact  
Brendan Black today for a second opinion on your 
retirement plan.

Brendan Black 
MBA, CPA, CMA
Investment Advisor
905-841-8754
brendan.black@rbc.com

RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

 

Mayor’s 
Breakfast of  

Champions Spotlight

The 2016 Aurora King Jays Mosquito 
Rep Baseball team had an incredible 
season!

The team consists of  12 boys born 
in 2005 who began training indoors in 
February. The team had a busy season 
planned, playing is the York Simcoe 
(YSBA)/Toronto (TBA) interlock AA 
league along with five tournaments and 
league playoffs.

The team began the season by 
winning our home Aurora tournament 

in early June. We followed that up by 
winning the Newmarket Silver Bat 
tournament in July, becoming the first 
ever Aurora team to win Newmarket’s 
Mosquito tournament.

To challenge our boys heading into 
playoffs, we entered a tough AAA 
tournament where most of  the top 
teams in the province were playing. The 
team was up to the challenge, making it 
all the way to the championship game 
before finishing runners-up.

This was the perfect tune up for the 
team to finish the regular season in first 
place for the YSBA with a 19-3 record, 
followed by a successful weekend to 
win the YSBA AA playoffs with a 3-0 
record to clinch a spot in the Labour 
Day weekend OBA AA provincial finals. 
The OBA provincial finals bring 
together the top 12 teams from across 
Baseball Ontario at each level to 
compete in a three-day, double knock 
out tournament to decide the provincial 
champion.

In our first game, we were matched 
up with a strong Niagara Falls Falcons 
team and we were defeated 7-4. This left 
the boys on their last life: one more loss, 
and we were going home.

Saturday morning brought another 
tough match against a strong North 
Toronto Athletics team from our league 
who had handed us two of  our three 
regular season losses, but we won a 
nerve racking 4-1 game.

Next up was Halton Hills Eagles, who 
we had won and lost against earlier in 
the season, and we had a strong game to 
win 9-6. This setup our third game of  the 
day against the Guelph Royals, who 
we had never played. We had our best 
game yet to win 15-4 and advance to the 
final 4 teams on Sunday: Aurora King, 
Barrie, Niagara Falls and London West. 
Our Sunday morning match up was 
London West, another team we had 
won and lost against this year. We 
played yet another great game to win 

14-1. In the other game, Barrie defeated 
Niagara Falls, which left Barrie as the 
undefeated team and Aurora with one 
loss.

This meant to win the title, Aurora 
would need to beat Barrie in two 
consecutive games.

Barrie were the defending OBA 
provincial champions, and our fierce 
rivals from the YSBA league. The first 
game started with Barrie scoring in the 
top of  the 1st, but then Aurora’s bats 
stayed hot and they cruised to a 13-3 win, 
setting up a winner-take-all final game!

The final game didn’t disappoint, 
and was the closest, most exciting 
game of  the weekend. It was a pitcher’s 
duel with fantastic defense, and the 
game was tied 0-0 going into the seventh 
and final inning. Following a Barrie 
pitching change, Aurora’s bats woke up 
and some great hits and a few breaks lead 
to scoring five runs. However, Barrie 
wouldn’t go down without a fight. In the 
bottom seventh, their top of  the order 
strung together a few hits and they got 
a few breaks of  their own. This setup a 
situation with four runs in, two outs and 
the tying runner on third base and the 
winning runner on second base. Aurora 
was able to get the swinging strike out 
to clinch a very stressful 5-4 win and the 
provincial championship!

What a season for Finn, Blake, Gabe, 
Brennen, Tyler, Fionn, Nate, Darcy, Luke, 
Nicho, Will and Nathan, along with 
coaches Jordan, Greg, Dave and Ryan!!

Spotlight: Aurora King Mosquito Rep Baseball

Spotlight: 
Storm 

Volleyball 
Storm 

Riptide
Storm Riptide 16U Boys had an 

extremely successful 2016-17 season.
The Riptide boys won all four 

provincial OVA tournaments in 
their own age group including the 
provincial championships. Their only 
tournament loss was in the Canadian 
Eastern Nationals where the team took 
silver losing 17-15 in the third set of  an 
extremely close final.

Against 16U opponents, the team 
finished with a match record of  31-3 
(66-10 in sets) against Canadian 

opposition.  Against 17U opponents, 
Storm finished the year in the Premier 
division with tournament results of  4th, 
2nd and finally a 5th place finish at the 
17U provincial championships. 

The team also had success across 
the border playing in the Boys Winter 
Invitational in Chicago going 8-1 and 
finishing fifth to qualify for the US 
National Championships.

The key to the team’s success was 
every player willing to do whatever the 
team needed to succeed. 

“If  someone was struggling at that 
moment or someone was injured there 
was always someone ready to step in 
and help with whatever was best for the 
team,” says Coach Kevin Therkildsen. 
“There was no personal agendas, 
without question the success of  the 
team always came before the individual

“I’ve never been prouder of  a 
group of  young athletes, they supported 
each other no matter what the situation 
was, it was all about the team.”
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Woohoo!
It feels good to save.

Great deals. Great savings. Great comfort.
Find amazing deals to help you save on energy costs without giving up comfort. Head down to a participating store during  
Deal Days and save. Like $8 off ENERGY STAR® certified light fixtures. On until November 5. To find products, savings and 
participating retailers, visit alectraconservation.com/DealDays. 

$10off
Baseboard 
programmable 
thermostats

Visit saveonenergy.ca for details. Valid from October 6th to November 5th, 2017. Up to 10 items per incentive. Taxes payable on full purchase price before discount. The IESO does not provide any warranties, guarantees or endorsements for any product and 
assumes no liability for their use. OMOfficial Mark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Enersource Hydro Mississauga, Horizon Utilities Corp., Brampton Hydro and PowerStream Inc. are now Alectra Utilities Corp.

$8off
ENERGY STAR®

certified 
light fixtures

OCT 6 - NOV 5

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora FC men drew a tough 
schedule when they were forced to 
contend with the Vaughan Azzurri in the 
second-to-last week of  League 1 Ontario 
play, a team annually ranked among the 
best in the league.

With the pressure on from the opening 
whistle, Vaughan opened the scoring just 
five minutes into play on Saturday at 
McNaughton Park, never looking back in 
an 8 – 2 final.

Despite the loss, Aurora head coach 
Derek O’Keeffe was content with his 
team’s play, with many inexperienced 
players getting their first taste of  the 
semi-pro game.

“It was individual errors, lots of  them,” 
he said. “We gifted them a goal after the 
first five minutes, our centre-backs gave 
them the ball. That being said, they went 
three nil up, we did really well to come 
back to 3 – 2, showed good character, and I 
thought out wide we hurt them a lot.”

Aurora’s two goals were scored just 
minutes apart right before halftime, off  
the feet of  Ezekiel Uadiale and Basel 
Rashrash.

“A soft goal conceded by half-time left 
us going in 4-2, and we were happy enough, 
but the fifth goal early in the second half  
killed us,” said O’Keeffe. “We didn’t press 
high enough in the second half. We spoke 
at half-time about pressing them and not 
giving time on the ball but we just backed 
off  and gave them space and time. When 
you give that to good players, they are 
going to punish everything and that is 
what happened.”

While Vaughan finishes off  their 
season tied atop the League 1 East division 
standings with Woodbridge, Aurora has 
one game remaining on their schedule, a 
battle with Toronto Skillz FC for seventh 
spot in the eight-team division.

Toronto enters St. Maximilian Kolbe 
field on Saturday with one point in hand. 
Kickoff  is set for 7 p.m.

The Aurora women return to the turf  
on Sunday following a two-week break, 
hoping to climb the ladder in the final 
game of  the season against the 2-16-1 
Sanjaxx Lions. Kickoff  is set for 5 p.m. at 
Monarch Park Stadium in Toronto.

Aurora’s 9-9-1 record is currently 
good for eighth in the League 1 women’s 
division.

Aurora FC falls hard to  
top-ranked Vaughan

By Jake Courtepatte

It may only be the first week 
of  the season, but another 
YRAA championship showdown 
between the St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Mustangs and the Huron 
Heights Warriors seems almost 
inevitable.

Despite a massive roster 
turnover thanks to a large 
graduating class in 2017, the 
Mustangs were able to roll over 
the Markham Marauders 23 – 0 in 
their season opener on Thursday.

With possession rarely leaving 
the Markham backfield, Jordan 
Torres, Nolan Lovegrove, and 
Michael Bazzo all found the 
endzone for the Mustangs. 

Head coach Joe Gaudio leads 
an inexperienced squad into 
the fall season, now leaning on 
Grade 10 student Lukus Dold in 

the quarterback position after 
longtime vet Ben Langlois left for 
Queen’s University. 

The Warriors, meanwhile, 
shut out the Bill Crothers Colts 
in their opening week matchup, 
going to the air for a touchdown 
on their opening drive en route to 
a 36 – 0 drubbing.

Undefeated in two seasons 
of  YRAA football, the Warriors 
have taken down the Mustangs in 
the past two championship bowl 
games.

This year’s final is set for 
November 18, with the top 
two teams through the short 
regular season meeting after 
the elimination of  the semifinal 
games from the schedule.

The Mustangs take on St. 
Brother Andre in week two action 
on Friday, with kickoff  set for 7 
p.m. at the St. Max field.

Mustangs shut out 
Marauders in YRAA  

football opener

The St. Max Mustangs took down the Markham Marauders 23 - 0 in their YRAA season opener 
on Thursday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora FC men fell 8 - 2 to Vaughan Azzurri on Saturday in the second-to-last weekend of the League 
1 Ontario season.              Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

A New Season

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
All tickets non-refundable  HST applicable on tickets

concert concertOctober 11  7pm    October 13  8pm November 3  8pm author reading

Seniors/Students: $28     Adults: $34

Gryphon Trio
“This is a piano trio that 
plays with strength and 
unanimity…big, bold, 
almost orchestral 
performances” 
     – The Los Angeles Times

“One of 17 writers to watch in 2017” – CBC Books Generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert Kraft

Award-winning Anishinaabe poet

GWEN BENAWAY
Reading/interview
Moderated by Brock Weir, Auroran

Great Artist Music Series

at the 
Aurora 

Cultural Centre
For tickets/info: 

905 713-1818

International Festival of Authors Aurora presents:
Union
Duke
Two fi fths city.

Two fi fths country.

One fi fth whiskey.

Tickets: $30 advance | $35 day of concert

Soaring folk/rock harmonies

Presented in collaboration with Aurora Cultural 
Centre & Aurora Public Library

Free ticketed event at the Centre.

Theatre Aurora’s new season lays groundwork for 
anniversary “rebirth”

By Brock Weir

It’s an inevitability of  any 
lifecycle, the ultimate end – but, if  
done right, it can be one hell of  a 
trip. 

It certainly has for Theatre Aurora 
as they put the finishing touches on 
their latest season, which is the end 
of  a very unique lifecycle all its own.

For the past few seasons, Theatre 
Aurora has been building its seasons 
on steps of  the human journey, 
from making decisions, creating 
connections and, for its 2016-2017 
season, focusing on a theme of  
“borderless love.” Now, the 2017-2018 
season is here, and its theme is “In 
Memoriam.”

It’s not, of  course, the end of  
community theatre in Aurora, but 
merely setting the stage for what 
Melanie Hargan, Theatre Aurora’s 
newly-minted Artistic Director says 
will signal a “new beginning” for the 
institution as it gears up for its 60th 
anniversary season next year.

“I feel it is a new beginning,” 
she says. “We’re saying goodbye to 
one chapter of  Theatre Aurora and 

opening it up to the next year and to 
the next 10 years. It is all going to be 
new and exciting.”

The role is a new and exciting 
one for Ms. Hargan, who takes over 
as Artistic Director from Sergio 
Calderon, who originally devised the 
four season lifecycle theme. She is 
not, however, new to Theatre Aurora. 

“They are a great family,” she 
says of  Theatre Aurora and, like any 
family, they keep pulling her back in. 

She seized the Artistic Director 
opportunity to challenge herself  to 
learn new things, stoking her passion 
for community theatre which has 
been burning bright for the last 13 
years. 

As she looks ahead to the jam-
packed “In Memoriam” season, she 
is looking to dig into her new role 
with gusto and, in fact, was on site 
at Theatre Aurora from the outset 
watching the very first rehearsal 
for their inaugural show, Arthur 
Miller’s Death of  a Salesman which 
opens October 19. 

“Each show is going to be 
different,” she says. “As Artistic 
Director, you are working with the 

directors, you are making sure 
the directors are going towards 
the vision of  Theatre Aurora, and 
you’re making sure that the actors 
are happy with what is going on in 
the director process. I need to make 
myself  open to each director so that 
they feel free to come to me with any 
questions and any advice. I am just 
going to try and lead them to make 
the best of  each show and bring out 
the best in their directors.”

Not content, however, to simply 
act as Artistic Director, she is getting 
into the actual director’s chair with 
a production of  Next Fall, which will 
take place this autumn.

“I have started the whole process,” 
says Ms. Hargan. “I read the play 
pretty much every day. You really 
have to as a director. You need to 
know the characters inside and out 
and feel the characters.”

In the meantime, however, she is 
familiarizing herself  with the full 
slate Theatre Aurora is offering local 
theatre-goers. 

After the classic visit with 
Salesman’s Loman family, the season 
continues with a “mysterious farce” 
entitled The Game’s Afoot, which 
centres on an actor, renowned for 
playing Sherlock Holmes, who 
invites his cast over to his estate 
for a weekend. Needless to say in a 
season focused on “In Memoriam” a 
corpse makes an appearance and the 
story unfolds.

Once the audience learns 
whodunit, the next production will 

be the Canadian debut of  the Tony-
nominated musical If/Then, which 
centres on a woman which shows 
the possibilities of  all paths in life’s 
road.

Next Fall follows If/Then. 
“It is a drama, with some comedy 

thrown in about a gay male couple,” 
explains the director. “One of  them 
has not yet come out to his family, so 
it is about that and the pressure it 
puts on their relationship. I love this 
play! I have so many friends who are 
gay and lesbian, and I see the turmoil 
they go through sometimes if  they 
haven’t come out, or if  their family 
members don’t talk to them because 
they are gay. I want to bring that 
story to life and just show people that 
this is what is happening to someone 
inside and to their relationship.”

The season closes with the 
intriguingly titled play The Attic, 
The Pearls & Three Fine Girls. 

“I want patrons who haven’t been 
to Theatre Aurora in 10 years to 
come back and get excited, to see that 
our reason for the following year is 
great,” says Ms. Hargan of  this, and 
the following anniversary season. “I 
want the community to put Theatre 
Aurora on the map. There are so 
many theatre groups that a little 
one like Theatre Aurora can get lost 
in the mix and I want people to be 
talking about it and get excited.”

For more information on 
the upcoming Theatre Aurora 
season, and for tickets, visit www.
theatreaurora.com.
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View From Queen’s Park

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

Entertainment:

SATURDAY OCT. 7TH

& Aaron Morris              
Manatee band

Pumpkin
Fest

PUMPKINS
available for

CARVING

Plus...some surprises!
The Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair 
will feature free Activities for children every day!

This is the Market’s offering to Culture Days. www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com

Tuesday, October 17, 2017
7:00AM (out by 9AM)
St. Maximilian Kolbe CHS
278 Wellington St. East, Aurora
A Fragrance-Free and Scent-Free Environment

$25.00 (includes hot breakfast)
Prayer, Worship, Music, Testimony
Gerry Organ
Former CFL Grey Cup Champion
“Trusting In The Lord”
 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 - Speaker Gerry Organ

9

For more information & tickets, visit www.auroraprayerbreakfast.ca

Subscription 
Series

Nov. 16-26th
Playing at the 

Newmarket Theatre

Order tickets online at newtix.ca or by phone 
at 905-713-1040

Apr. 5-15. '18

Buy both shows and SAVE! 
Adult $52  Senior 65+/Child 12- $48

Single Tickets - Adult $29, Senior 65+/Child 12- $27, Groups 10+ $25 

Library Square could be 
razed by November, ahead of 
Christmas Market

By Brock Weir

The former homes of  the Aurora 
Public Library and Seniors’ Centre could 
be razed as early as November, according 
to municipal staff.

The comments were made last week 
by CAO Doug Nadorozny, who said there 
is the “potential for demolition” by late 
November, but that will be confirmed “in 
a couple of  weeks” pending the results 
of  a tender that went out near the end of  
September.

This clarification of  timelines 
surrounding the development of  Library 
Square came as Council set the wheels 
in motion on a plan which could see the 
vicinity of  Library Square the scene of  
Aurora’s very first “Christmas Market.”

Floated by Councillor Tom Mrakas 
as a way to not only bring the Aurora 
community together in a different way 
but also give residents a flavour of  Library 
Square’s potential, his motion to task 
staff  with coming up with a feasibility 
plan for just such an event received the 
green light. 

“We always talk about downtown 
revitalization and I think that we’re going 
through some exciting times moving 
forward with Library Square and the 
Cultural Precinct area,” said Councillor 
Mrakas in his pitch to Council. “I think 
this is an opportunity for us to create a 
new event that can get in on the ground 
floor before we get to the development 
of  that area that can, in essence, help 
showcase the area and get the residents 
engaged in the area, coming back down 
and making it that gathering place we 
have always been talking about and help 
promote it.”

A Christmas Market, inspired by the 
one which draws thousands annually to 
Toronto’s Distillery District would be a 
unique event in York Region, one which 
would have the potential to spur economic 
and tourism development “if  done right.”

“I think with our staff  it can be done 
right,” he said, adding his preferred time 
for a Market would be after the 2017 Santa 
Under the Stars parade on November 
26. “When I look at it, I envision lights. I 
envision a setup with market booths, hot 
chocolate being served, maybe a licensed 
area, kids skating and just everyone 
having a good time.”

The suggestion of  a Christmas Market, 
or at least the idea of  a Christmas Market, 
was warmly received around the table, 
with Councillor Michael Thompson 
stating he was interested to see what staff  
come back with not only on dates but how 
it can be put together. 

“I am really excited about this motion,” 
said Councillor Sandra Humfryes on 

what a Christmas Market would mean 
to Library Square’s future. “I know it is 
a great start to launch exactly what we 
have been striving for [over] the last two 
terms. It is one, but hopefully it will be 
one of  an annual.”

Added Councillor Harold Kim: “It 
is a great suggestion and a great way to 
refocus our efforts in a central part of  
Aurora, which is Library Square.”

Although still enthusiastic about 
the idea, some Councillors tempered 
their enthusiasm with some logistical 
concerns.

Councillor Jeff  Thom, for instance, 
said while he was supportive of  the 
concept, he was not fully on board with 
the Town shouldering 100 per cent of  the 
costs. He said he hoped a future report 
would address ways Aurora will be able 
to partner with community groups to 
make the event a reality to help offset any 
cost to the taxpayer.

“I think there will be opportunities 
perhaps working with the Farmers’ 
Market or local restaurants and food 
vendors, local establishments, as well 
as some of  the churches in the area,” he 
said.

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner, who said she wanted 
the report to address ways to ensure area 
businesses are incorporated into the 
festivities.

She also said that November can 
bring about unpredictable weather and 
an alternative plan to the great outdoors 
should also be considered. Councillor 
John Abel was on a similar wavelength, 
suggesting the historic Aurora Armoury 
at Town Park would be the ideal venue.

The Councillor went on to offer that 
the former Fleury Foundry on Wellington 
Street, just west of  Yonge, and now home 
to Bacon Basketware, would be an ideal 
location down the road for a permanent, 
longer-lasting seasonal outdoor market. 

“The idea is there is there is not enough 
time to put in an extensive two or three-
week market in this time frame right now, 
but how we can introduce it and get it to 
that point,” replied Councillor Mrakas. 
“The idea is to have one night this year 
and grow it.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe also supported the 
report but with a reservation unique 
from the rest of  Council.

“I am supportive of  the concept, 
[but] I am not supportive of  the name 
because, quite frankly, I don’t feel it is 
inclusive,” said Mayor Dawe, adding that 
holding this event in conjunction with 
Santa Under the Stars might place an 
“incredible burden” on municipal staff. 
“I will support the concept, but that is just 
who I am and how I think.”
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From page 1

Not for Profit Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967
www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Year Round
Volunteer Opportunities

High School Age and Up
Accumulate Volunteer Hours
Gain Valuable Experience
Contact staff@teenranch.com

This is a single-day Regional Summit designed for 
professionals who work with children and youth and 

who want to improve their well-being through the 
delivery of quality physical literacy activities, designed 

to build movement competence and confidence.

Creating Physically Literate 
Children and Youth.

Register online at Eventbrite: https://goo.gl/HeuSiS 

Friday, October 27, 2017
Seneca College, King Campus

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Meet Us At 
The Summit.

#activateaurora

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

S U P P O R T E D  B Y

inappropriate and hateful,’” Mr. 
Helston tells The Auroran. “They 
understood that imagery and words 
like that are never acceptable.”

Hartman, he says, is a school that 
prides itself  in creating an inclusive 
and safe working environment for 
all students. This was very much the 
case in the aftermath of  the graffiti 
incident as staff  banded together to 
develop grade appropriate lessons and 
messages for students that “Everyone 
belongs, everyone is valued, and 
everyone is special.”

“Our staff  was very supportive 
and they took the time to respond 
to questions when they came from 
different kids,” says Mr. Helston. “We 
had a little bit of  support from our 
Inclusive Schools team and they spent 
time speaking with our Grade 6 and 7 
classes.”

At the end of  the day, Mr. Helston 
says the parents he spoke to were “just 
in a state of  shock and disbelief” that 
this could have happened in “their 

school, their park.”
“They said, ‘This is not who we are,’ 

and we concurred with that,” he says, 
adding a letter was sent out to the 
Hartman community at the end of  the 
day explaining what had happened and 
reiterating that this was not who they 
are as a school. 

“The graffiti happened to us, but it is 
not who we are as a school,” he says. 
“We also put supports in place to help 
people deepen their understanding. 
We don’t teach kids what to think; 
we teach kids how to walk through 
critical thinking and this is a teaching 
opportunity for discussion with kids.”

This approach bore fruit on Friday 
morning.

At the end of  each week, students 
and staff  gather for what the school 
describes as a “Good News” assembly, 
which is a moment to salute students 
within the Hartman community who 
have demonstrated strong character 
traits and good values.

This time, each and every 
student, from the smallest Junior 

Kindergartener to the Grade 8s looking 
forward to high school, took centre 
stage.

The school gave every student a piece 
of  tape. Everyone was asked to write a 
single word, sentence, or phrase that 
came to mind on what Hartman Public 
School means to them. At the assembly, 
each piece of  tape was collected by a 
Grade 8 student and assembled in two 
murals designed in the shape of  the 
Hartman School logo, a human figure, 
arms raised in strength and triumph.

“We got everyone in the school to 
write what came into their head when 
they talked about Hartman,” says 
Grade 8 student Helene Wong. “They 
talked about love, peace, safety and 
sharing and a lot of  things like that.”

“Happy” was the word that came 
into the mind of  fellow Grade 8 student 
Keira Fraser.

“When I come to school, I have 
friends and teachers who are awesome 
and that makes me happy,” she says. 

From their perspective, the 
initiative is to show the perpetrator of  
the hateful graffiti that Hartman is “so 
much more” than that.

“We are a loving school and I think 
this shows that perfectly,” says Helene. 
“I wrote ‘safety’ because I am always 
welcomed here, I wouldn’t be judged 
here, and it is a very welcoming school.”

As they looked at the completed 
murals, the students say they want the 
perpetrator to know that the graffiti did 
not impact how Hartman Public School 
students “cooperate” with each other.

“If  we could invite the perpetrator 
to have a really deeper-level 
understanding about the love and 
caring that our school exudes day in 
and day out, that would help along as 
well in terms of  understanding,” says 
Mr. Helston. “It is about including, 
caring and thinking about everyone 
being equal.”

Anyone with information on this 
hate crime is asked to contact York 
Regional Police’s #1 District Criminal 
Investigations Bureau at 1-866-876-
5423 x7141, or contact Crime Stoppers 
anonymously by calling 1-800-222-TIPS, 
visiting  www.1800222TIPS.com, or 
texting their tip to CRIMES (274637) 
starting with the word YORK.

School community sends out clear message after hateful 
graffiti incident

Grade 8 students Keira Fraser and Helene Wong, along with Principal Steve Helston, proudly display one of 
two murals created by Hartman Public School students in the wake of a hateful graffiti incident last week. 
Each piece of tape, shaped in an image of triumph, bears hopeful messages from each student – from JK 
to Grade 8 – on what the school means to them.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 5, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 5, 2017Page  22              Page 23

**Any fees waived are part of the patient pays portion, once the ODB decuctible (where applicable) has been reached. **Patients who pay $2.00 
will now pay $0 and patients who pay $6.11 will now pay $0.00. Savings applies on Eligible Ontario Drug benefi t

MultiCare Pharmacy & Health Food

Full Service Pharmacy & Health Food 
Free Compliance (Blister) Packages 
Easy & Simple Prescription Transfer

Free Delivery 

Save on your prescription fees 
for all prescriptions covered by the Ontario Drug Benefi t (ODB) Program. 

For more information please call 
905-503-5100

WALK-IN CLINIC & FAMILY DOCTORS 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!!!

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE BY THE DOCTOR

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH 
FOR YOUR PERSCRIPTIONS?

We will waive the $4.11 Co-pay Fee on ODB Eligible Prescriptions

GRAND OPENING 
URGENT 

CARE CLINIC

Do you need a ride to our Clinic or Pharmacy? We can help!

14987 Yonge Street Aurora, 
ON L4G 1M5
Give us a call: 905-503-6100

Standard 
ODB Fee

   Our ODB 
Fee

$0**

$0**$6.11

$2.00

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

2017

There was something for everyone as the Aurora’s Cultural Roundtable (The Aurora Public Library, Farm-
ers’ Market, Cultural Centre, Historical Society and Theatre Aurora) along with the Aurora Museum & Ar-
chives and Department of National Defence, pulled out all the stops for Culture Days 2017. (Top Row) 
Leigha Cooney of the Aurora Historical Society gives Braden Dancy-Aardeen a lesson in good ol’ fashioned 
penmanship. Kids joined Farmers’ Market entertainment Steve Falk and Soul Benefit up on stage. Vikki 
prepared to welcome visitors to the Aurora Historical Society’s Yonge Street exhibition at Hillary House. 
(Second Row) Jan Freedman of Jan’s Country Pantry was one of four participating chefs in the Farmers’ 
Market’s soup fest. Jessica Li was eager to dig in. Over at the Armoury, the inaugural Trailblazers Music 
Festival kicked off, a collaboration between local musician Jared Stafford (on drums) and the Aurora Mu-
seum & Archives. (Third Row) Music continued through the afternoon and evening with an open mic 
and several local bands. Over at the Lt. Gov. John Graves Simcoe Armoury, the Department of National 
Defence and the Queen’s York Rangers welcomed visitors. A number of activities were held at the Aurora 
Public Library, which also hosted Theatre Aurora’s Keen Lloyd and Sergio Calderon with a live reading of 
the play Visiting Mr. Green.  

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir
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THE ART
OF THE CRAFT

H O C K L E Y B E E R . C A
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Facebook: 416FoneFix 
Instagram: 416FoneFix
416FoneFix@gmail.com

(905) 715-0169

We handle any
type of repair, including  

water damage, 
on all brands of phones.

Screen/LCD Replacements
iPhone 4/4S Screen/LCD $50
iPhone 5/5S/5C Screen/LCD $70
iPhone 6 Screen/LCD $75
iPhone 6 Plus Screen/LCD $80
iPhone 6S Screen/LCD $85
iPhone 6S Plus Screen/LCD $95
iPhone 7 Screen/LCD $140
iPhone 7 Plus Screen/LCD $ 150
Battery Replacement 
iPhone 4/4S $30
iPhone 5/5S/5C $40
iPhone 6/6S $50
iPhone 6/6S Plus $60
iPhone 7 $50
iPhone 7 Plus $60

Free glass screen protector
on all iPhone screen replacements.

30 Day warranty 
on all repairs.

Saturday, 
October 14th, 2017

The Aurora 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

BRANCH 385  |  105 INDUSTRIAL PARKWAY, AURORA, ON

Proudly Presents

With

Featuring: Neil Chapman, 
Lou Moore, Rodney St. Amand 

and Al Cross
$25 PER PERSON

Cocktails 6:00pm  |  Dinner 6:45pm  |  Entertainment 8:00pm

Oktoberfest Dinner Menu & Dancing
Reservations available for 6 or more people, with ticket purchase. 

For further details please call
The Aurora Legion

Clubroom:  905-727-9932
O�ce: 905-727-5642

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Award-winning poet sheds light on Indigenous relationship with water 
through unique lens

By Brock Weir

No matter where we come from, no 
matter our background, we each have 
a relationship with our ancestors 
and history, according to poet Gwen 
Benaway.

For Benaway, a writer of  
Anishnaabe and Metis descent, it is 
fertile ground to explore and that 
is just what she does in her latest 
collection of  poetry, “What I Want is 

Not What I Hope For.”
Benaway will read from the 

collection at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre next Wednesday, October 11 
as part of  LIT on Tour, presented by 
the International Festival of  Authors 
Ontario. 

This free ticketed event, hosted 
by the Centre in conjunction with 
the Aurora Public Library, will get 
underway at 7.30 p.m.

Benaway is an award-winning Two 

Spirited Trans poet who has been 
described as “the spiritual lovechild 
of  Tomson Highway and Anne 
Sexton.”

Her most recent collection of  
poems sheds a unique light on 
the unique relationship between 
Indigenous Peoples and water.

“I was thinking about the 
Indigenous connection to water and 
the link in our culture between water 
and women, women as water keepers, 
life-givers, and a lot of  that imagery 
came through for me in writing that 
collection,” she explains. “My Metis 
and Anishnaabe ancestors relied on 
water as a way of  travelling across 
the country as a connection point. 

“I think all of  us, no matter where 
we come from, have a relationship 
with our ancestors and history. I don’t 
think a lot of  people in Canada think 
about that and are disconnected from 
that. I hope people are reminded of  
their own ancestral connections 
through my work and see themselves 
in that notion of  travel, voyage and 
where you come from.”

There is always a pressure on 
Indigenous artists, and indeed artists 
from any background “different from 
the mainstream Canadian culture” 
to write work that is accessible to 
everyone, says Gwen, but she adds 
she doesn’t think that should be the 
goal.

“It is okay to write work that is 
accessible differently to people,” she 
says, “not to exclude anyone but to 
actually understand that people from 
different backgrounds and different 
audiences are going to see things in 
the work and be able to connect with 

it in different ways. It is important to 
preserve that difference rather than 
erase it. It is nice to have work that is 
personal, that has a connection.”

The majority of  Gwen’s work 
is personal. A self-described 
“confessional writer,” she says her 
starting point is always focused 
through the prism of  her own culture 
and worldview and everything flows 
from there.

And her own personal prism is a 
unique one.

While Two-Spirited Indigenous 
authors are finding their voice 
and increasingly finding a wider 
audience, it is tougher going for Two-
Spirited Trans writers. Although her 
latest collection of  poetry is called 
“What I Want Is Not What I Hope 
For,” what Gwen does hope for are 
more voices to emerge and join her in 
the public forum.

“I think we have a long way to 
come,” she shares. “Indigenous 
communities, like other communities 
in Canada, have a lot of  transphobia 
and that has to be overcome. I don’t 
want to be the only one for very long. 
My effort is to try and specifically 
get other Indigenous trans women 
published and in the world because I 
don’t want to be the only one. I want to 
see more of  our voices represented.”

For more on the International 
Festival of  Authors Ontario’s 
presentation of  Gwen Benaway: 
Reading and Q&A, visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-
713-1818. Books will be available for 
purchase at the event courtesy of  Blue 
Heron Books. 
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CROSSWORD

We Love Kids

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Saturday October 7, 2017 • 8am - 11am
Aurora Town Park • Next to the Farmers Market
$5* All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast 
(includes juice, hot chocolate, coffee and water)

Sponsorships still available! For further information, please contact Kate, Meghan & Jack Beswick: 
pjsandpancakesinthepark@gmail.com • 905-717-5819

PLEASE JOIN US FOR PJS & PANCAKES IN THE PARK!

BRING YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS IN THEIR PJS
FOR PANCAKES FOR A GREAT CAUSE

in the final after defeating the Toronto 
Nationals 2 – 0 in the semifinal.

York-Simcoe avenged their loss to 
Rochester with a 4 – 1 win, securing a 
hometown sweep of  the tournament.

“For the YSE Atom teams to win this 
tournament in its first two years is a 
great accomplishment for the program, 
and something that I know the players 
will look back on with pride one day,” 
said coach Darin Chapman. “It’s a 
great feeling to host these teams in our 
rinks and show them first-hand why 
YSE is such a strong minor hockey 
association.”

From page 17

READY FOR BUSINESS – The Aurora Chamber of Commerce held its annual general meeting last 
Thursday, September 28, at Oakview Terrace in Richmond Hill. Mayor Geoff Dawe, a past president of the 
Chamber, was on hand to formally welcome the newly-minted Board of Directors for the season ahead. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

YSE sweep tourney
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

KARATE

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

ROOFING

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

SHEEPSKIN COAT –  Dani-
er  100%sheepskin coat. Perfect  
condition. Only worn twice. Best offer. For 
more information and to view 905-727-6497.

R E G I S T E R E D 
RECES required 
for local school 
aged child care 
centres in Aurora. 
Must have experi-
ence working with 
children ages 4-12 
years. Available 
for part time split 
shift Monday to 
Friday 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at 
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from Arthur immediately 
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butchers 
with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  direct 
hands on experience in meat cutting and 
processing. Duties include cutting and sec-
tioning of  meat, skinning and removing 
blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. 
HS diploma or equivalent required. Posi-
tions offered are permanent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. Please apply in person 
at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-
848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

HELP WANTED

OFFICE SPACE TO RENT: Downtown 
Yonge St. Ample Parking. For information 
call Telly. 905 -717-4073.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPA-
NY LOOKING for  
experienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 
905-597-0227.

M E R C U R Y  
DINER Line Cook:  
Experienced &  
Reliable. Includ-
ing prep-work.Call 
Alex at 905 713 1600 
or 416 488 6096

SERVICES

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET
HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

P A R T  T I M E  
PRIVATE SCHOOL 
VAN DRIVER.
G o o d  d r iv -
i n g  re c o rd .  
Police check. Per-
fer Class F or B  
license. 1.5 hrs. in the  
morning - 1.5 hrs. in 
afternoon. Call Dan 
289-231-9818.

H O M E  C H I L D 
CARE PROVIDERS 
NEEDED  We are 
looking for respon-
sible individuals 
with a professional 
attitude, who enjoy 
children and can 
provide a safe, hap-
py environment in 
their homes.Come 
and discover the ad-
vantages of  operat-
ing your own home 
child care in partner-
ship with us. Join us 
on October 5, at 10:00 
am, 15203 Yonge 
St. Aurora, Tel:  
905-841-1314 ext. 332. 
www.yorkprofes-
sional.com

LOOKING FOR 
PART TIME 
HELP for a  
counter clerk for 
a store in Aurora, 
Monday to Friday, 
1pm to 6pm.
Training provided. 
Call 416 908 2543

YONGE ST APARTMENT FOR RENT
Ground Floor. 3 Bedroom Apt for rent. Close 
to bus stop & shopping. Freshly painted. 
Available October 1st. Require first & last. 
$1120/month, pay your own Hydro. Please 
call 905 841 0576. After hours phone 905 727 
9150

GARAGE SALE will be held on Oct. 6th, 
7th, 8th and 9th - 10 am - 4 pm by the
Sisters of  Good Council at the Marylake 
Grounds by the barn. Rain or shine.
Everything must go! Located at 13760 Keele 
St, north of  King Rd, 15th
Sideroad.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5
The Town of Aurora will host the annual Colours of Fall 

concert today from 6 – 8 p.m. at Town Park. This exciting event 
will include fantastic fall entertainment featuring a Neil Young 
Tribute Band, corn roast, pumpkin carving and interactive 
displays provided by Black Creek Pioneer Village. Food donations 
for the Aurora Food Pantry are greatly appreciated.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
Have pancakes in your pyjamas today at Town Park from 8 – 

11 a.m. to benefit the Paediatric Oncology Group of Ontario. Bring 
your family and friends for Pyjamas and Pancakes. Pancakes are 
$5 and donations over $20 are eligible for a tax receipt from 
POGO. For many, pajamas mean warmth, coziness, a warm hug 
at the end of a long day. But for a child with cancer, pajamas 
can mean a very different thing: time living in hospital while 
undergoing treatment, long early morning car rides to clinic, sick 
at home, or missing school and playtime with friends and family.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11
The PROBUS Club of Aurora hosts their monthly meeting 

today from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. This month’s 
speaker is Tammy Thompson, Certified Financial Planner who 
will be speaking about “Dealing with probate rules and tax 
implications.” For more information on this month’s speaker 
please call Cliff White at 905-841-2421. New members welcome! 
Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849, or come out to the meeting!

* * * * 
LIT On Tour presents IFOA Aurora (International Festival of 

Authors Ontario) featuring poet Gwen Benaway tonight from 7 
– 8.30 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Gwen will talk about 
and read from her new poetry collection, Passage. Moderated by 
Brock Weir, editor of The Auroran, Gwen will welcomes questions 
from the audience after the reading. Books available for purchase 
on site this evening from Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge. Admission 
is free.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12
Amnesty International’s Aurora-Newmarket Group holds 

their monthly meeting in conjunction with One Book, One 
Aurora at the Aurora Public Library. This special Write for Rights 
drop-in session will have information about current human 
rights issues, and we will be writing appeal letters. Free.  
For more information call Renee at 905-713-6713. Websites: 
www.amnesty.ca and amnestyaurora.wordpress.com.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
Get ready for an unforgettable concert experience at the 

Aurora Cultural Centre with Union Duke, a Toronto folk quintet 
with an explosive live show. Bridging soulful indie rock with 
bluegrass and country, the group belts out soaring harmonies 
with three, four and even five voices. The songs are irresistible, 
the perfect fit for the heatwave of the dance hall or the cool 
breeze of the park. 8 – 10 p.m. For tickets and event information, 
call the Aurora Cultural Centre at 905-713-1818 or visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
The Voices of Joy Community Choir presents Unity in Music 

tonight at 7.30 p.m. at Trinity Anglican Church. (79 Victoria 
Street). Guest artists: University of Guelph Chamber singers. 
Conductor: Marta McCarthy. Free will offering. Tickets available 
at the door. For more information, contact Jo-anne at 905-727-
3290 or Peter at 905-775-7174. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19
The Newmarket Prostate Cancer Support Group will host 

their regular meeting today from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Newmarket 
Seniors’ Meeting Place (472 Davis Drive, Halls 4 & 5).Meet 
and greet at 6.30. This month’s meeting will be a peer-to-peer 
session with topics to be determined by the group discussion. 
Everyone is welcome. For further information, call 908-895-
1975.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
GranAurora is pleased to present Ted Barris, award-winning 

journalist, broadcaster, and the author of eighteen non-fiction 
books who will be discussing his book, “The Great Escape: A 
Canadian Story.” This event will be held at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this evening with doors opening at 6.45 for refreshments 
and shopping at our marketplace. Author event begins at 7.30 
p.m. Tickets are $20. Contact granaurora4114@gmail.com or 
call Lenore Pressley at 905-727-9235 for more information. 
Books available for sale will be provided by Blue Heron Books. 

GARAGE
SALES
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15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Service with Professionalism
LENARD LIND

Service with Professionalism
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.comwww.hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may applyCall today for a free property evaluation!**

2 ACRES!  EXCLUSIVE COURT!  AURORA’S HAZELBURN ESTATES!!

$2,499,999
Meticulously maintained!  Modern neutral décor!  3 car garage!  Separate entrance to potential inlaw suite on main floor too!  Spacious entertaining-sized principle rooms!  
Huge centre island kitchen with granite counter & stainless steel appliances “open” to spacious family room!  Bright professionally finished walk-out lower level too!

$3,250,000

RICHMOND HILL!  5200 SF “CHARACTER” OFFICE BUILDING 
WITH 21 PARKING ON ½ ACRE!

Curb appeal and much more!  Great visibility on Leslie Street with over 130 feet of frontage!  
Bring your head office here!  Two-storey reception!  Floating oak staircase!  Numerous 2 
station offices!  Boardroom, kitchen, 3 washrooms and open business 
area on lower level too!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and Highway 407! $3,500,000

  MEDICAL/COMMERCIAL/OFFICE BUILDING!  
8000 SF!  28 PARKING!

Newmarket!  1/4 + acre lot!  4 entrances!  Open zoning!  Curb appeal and visibility in hospital 
expansion area on Davis Drive!  Great long-term tenants!  Some vacant space for own occu-
pier – why pay rent?  5 washrooms!  Numerous offices – 4000 SF retail 
and 4000 SF office!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and transit at the door! 

$968,888

 AURORA!  POOL – PRIVACY – 4 BEDROOMS! 
FINISHED BASEMENT AND MORE!

Wow – have it all on a fully fenced & nicely landscaped 50 ft. lot siding to greenspace!  Large 
LR-DR combo!  Updated kitchen with stainless steel appliances & bright walk-out to deck 
& pool!  Spacious family room overlooking pool!  Master with inviting ensuite & walk-in 
closet!  Bright prof. fin open concept lower level with 5th bedroom, 3pc 
bath & huge rec room!

  WOW – SHOWSTOPPER RENO +  INLAW POTENTIAL!

It’s a beauty!  Open concept plan!  Gourmet centre island kitchen with granite counters, serv-
ery and stainless steel appliances!  Hardwood plank fl oors on both levels!  Enticing ensuite 
with oversized glass shower, custom vanity with quartz counters & upgraded faucets!  Big 
secondary bedrooms!  Bright, nicely fi nished open concept  walk-out lower level!  Loaded 
with extras & upgrades!  Demand northwest Aurora child-safe crescent 
location steps to schools, park & nature trails! $1,288,888

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

WOW!  3700 SF!  FORMER SHOWHOME!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  POOL!

$1,598,888

Open House Saturday 2-4pm, 34 Charing Cres., Aurora – Bathurst north of Bloomington to signs! Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora!  2-storey foyer!  Floating 
oak staircase!  Updated centre island kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open to spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fireplace! Main 
floor den! Master with enticing ensuite!  Bright professionally finished open concept lower level too!  Private oasis backyard and saltwater pool!
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