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Small NAFTA changes could have 
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By Brock Weir

It’s time to end the bluster, get down to 
business, and let “saner heads prevail” 
when it comes to renegotiating NAFTA, 
according to Mayor Geoff  Dawe.

Thousands of  jobs in Aurora are tied 
into the North American automotive 
industry, says the Mayor, and the 
smallest of  changes to the North 
American Free Trade Agreement can 
have a big – and perhaps negative – 
impact in similar communities across 

the country.
To that end, Mayor Dawe is urging 

communities from across Canada to 
send a clear message to Ottawa this fall 
that the “automotive sector is far too 
important to be made anything but a 
key priority in the upcoming NAFTA 
renegotiations.”

Council will debate a motion from 
Mayor Dawe next Tuesday, September 
12, calling on Councils across Ontario 
to underscore this key message in 
advocating for the automotive sector.

Mayor Dawe and Newmarket Mayor 
Tony Van Bynen are members of  the 
Ontario Auto Mayors Caucus and in 
the last two meetings of  the caucus, 
trade issues have been a key source of  
discussion. 

“The Caucus felt it was very 
important, just as one voice, to reach out 
to the Federal Government and make 
sure the auto industry is being heard,” 
says Mayor Dawe. “Aurora might not 
seem like an auto town, but we’re the 
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www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

Drop In Open House
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              Med-Spa
Coming this fall to 
beautiful Wellington Street 
in downtown Aurora. 

This spectacular new building will be the new home of York Vein and Laser Clinic. 
Bringing 15 years of experience in cosmetic medicine and vein care, 

and adding a luxurious day spa.

www.yorkvein.com  |  905-853-3200
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    AquaticShelter
The Lily Pad plays an important role in the ecologialc health of pond life, water and air. 

          Oxygen 
Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.

          Environment
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk of 
species extinction increases as pond density 
declines.(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because 
different types of ponds will support character-
istic flora and fauna dependent on their origin 
and local environmental factors such as sub

          Aquatic Shelter
You may have seen cartoons showing large 
frogs and other pond creatures resting on the 
pad, but typically they only hold very small 
toads and insects. Small fish like to hide 
under these pads. because different types of 
ponds will support characteristic flora and 
fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as substrate, water-
source and surrounding habitat. 

          Food fo Mammals
The New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation notes that lily pads are 
not a main food source for wildlife, but ducks 
and geese will eat the berries. Small mammals 
like muskrat, beaver and porcupine will some-
times eat a lily pad, but this is not usually their 
main food source. It is difficult to be specific 
about what defines a ‘good’ pond for wildlife 
because different types of ponds will support 
characteristic flora and fauna dependent on 

http://www.ehow.com/
facts_7226530_infor-
mation-lily-pads-ponds.
html#ixzz2H3J7wRUE
Information on Lily Pads 
for Ponds By Brenda 
Christian, eHow 
Contributor

The  Lily Pad
          Aesthetics  

Lily pads are available in a variety of  colors 
and are fragrant. Water lilies (Nymphaea 
odorata) prefer to grow  in slow-moving water 
next to the  shore. Ponds usually do not have 
much wave action and are a suitable location 
for water lilies to grow. Lily pads produce grant 
flowers in white, pink and yellow.  species 
extinction increases as pond density declines.
(1) Recolonisation of ponds. because different 
types of ponds will support characteristic flora 
and fauna dependent on their origin and local 
environmental factors such as sub

          Life Cycle
Lily pads appear above the pond surface some-
time in late spring. they prefer full sunlight 
up to six hours a day. When lily pad flowers 
 are pollinated, the plant will produce seeds 
inside a green fruit. These seeds will drop to 
the floor of the pond and produce new lily 
pads for the following season.

An isolated pond is usually of less 
ecological value than one that is located 
in a cluster of others, because the risk.

STILL THE ONE – Well, maybe not THE one, but the next best thing hit Town Park last Wednesday night to close out Aurora’s 2017 Concerts in 
the Park season. “Shania Twin” packed the park under perfect skies for a rollicking night of Shania Twain’s greatest hits. It was the final installment of the 
popular music series which focused this year on Canadian music and hit makers. For more, see Page 12.

BINDING AGENT – Whether you’re in Italy, Cameroon or Japan – or anywhere else in between 
– each region has its very own way of preparing a common grain. As music and dance permeates this 
Saturday’s Multicultural Festival, the humble rice will have its moment in the spotlight.   Continued on page  9

Going with 
the grain: 

Multicultural 
Festival celebrates 

universal popularity 
of rice
By Brock Weir 

Steamed or fried, sticky or starchy, it is 
a part of  everyone culture in some way or 
another.

It can be spiced to the nines, sweetened 
and rolled, or boiled into a creamy 
porridge, but wherever you go, rice is a 
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Thursday, September 7 7 p.m. Holland Room  Environmental Advisory Committee  (rescheduled to Oct 5)
Monday, September 11 7 p.m. Holland Room  Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 12 9 a.m. Holland Room  Governance Review Ad Hoc Committee
Tuesday, September 12 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session (if required)
Tuesday, September 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Council
Wednesday, September 13 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, September 14 6 p.m. Council Chambers  Property Standards Committee
Thursday, September 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers  Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, September 14 7 p.m. Holland Room  Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 19 10 a.m. Holland Room  Governance Review Ad Hoc Commitee
Tuesday, September 19 5:45 p.m. Holland Room  Council Closed Session
Tuesday, September 19 7 p.m. Council Chambers  General Committee

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit 
aurora.ca

Public Notices

What’s Happening

What’s Happening

Town Hall on Bill 148
The Town of Aurora and Aurora Chamber of Commerce are           
co-hosting a Town Hall on Bill 148 Fair Workplaces, Better Jobs. 

Join us on Monday, September 25 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 
Council Chambers, 100 John West Way for information on how 
the bill is expected to impact local businesses and share your 
thoughts on how the proposed bill will affect you and your 
business. We’ll be discussing the effect of the bill on minimum 
wage, vacation time, stand by pay, temporary work, unionization 
and more. This event is free and no registration is necessary. 

Notice of Service Disruption
Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex:

• Gymnasium will be closed for maintenance from Tuesday, 
September 5 to Sunday, September 10 and will re-open on 
Monday, September 11.

Please see below for the scheduled service disruption at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex:

• Public skating will be cancelled on Sunday, September 10 
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. due to staff 
training. Skating will resume on Monday, September 11. 

For more information, visit aurora.ca/news.

• The pool located at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
will be closed from Saturday, September 2 to Saturday, 
October 7 for maintenance. Join us for a free leisure and lane 
swim on Sunday, October 8. 

For more information, visit aurora.ca/aquatics.

Skylight Gallery for September
Visit the Skylight Gallery in September to view the show       
Hey! I Know You! by artist Katie Argyle. Katie uses a variety 
of mediums including printmaking, painting and ceramics. Her 
current work uses large-scale woodcut prints. This show features 
artwork that includes hand carved lines and textures in linoleum 
using Japanese carving tools.

Regular viewing times are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd floor.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce is proud to present the 2nd 
Annual Tech Expo on Thursday, October 19, 2017. Find out 
more about how your business can move forward and succeed 
using technology. Members of the local business community, 
small business owners, home-based entrepreneurs and freelance 
professionals are encouraged to attend and discover new 
technologies to help improve productivity. Local tech experts 
are eager to discuss the most current and effective solutions to 
make your business processes more effective.

At this event there will be: 

• More than 25 technology experts onsite

• Hands-on demos

• Prizes & giveaways

• Networking

Advance online registration is required for free admission. 
Tickets are available at the door for a cost of $10 per person 
(cash or credit only). For more information on the Tech Expo, 
please visit aurorachamber.on.ca/tech-expo.

2017 Aurora Chamber

Register Now for Fall Programs & Aquatics
The Fall 2017 Parks, Recreation and Culture Program Guide 
has been distributed to all Aurora residents via The Banner   
Newspaper.

Registrations are now open for our Fall 2017 Programs and 
Aquatics.

To register or to view the guide online, please visit              
aurora.ca/recguide. 

Try out a fitness program for free at Club 
Aurora from September 18 - 22
Have you ever wanted to try Aquafit, Tabata Fusion or Zumba 
Fitness ®? Club Aurora, located at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex, is offering selected free fitness classes during the 
week of Monday, September 18 to Friday, September 22.       
Register today. Space is limited.

For more information, visit aurora.ca/fitness.

What’s Happening

Preserve our community’s history. Join together with Aurorans to create
a mosaic illustrating our cultural and geographical diversity.  

Join fellow Aurorans as we paint 600 tiles. 

All ages and skill levels are welcome.

Reserve your tile and pre-register at aurora.ca/mosaic150

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N
aurora.ca/mosaic150 • #mosaic150 • 905-726-4762

SEPTEMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 9
F R I DAY S AT U R DAY

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way The Armoury, 89 Mosley Street

(part of Aurora’s Multicultural Festival)

C O M M U N I T Y  M U R A L S  TO  U N I T E  C A N A DA

MOSAIC
CANADA

A Timeless Legacy Project

JOINT
OPERATIONS
CENTREJOC

GRAND
   OPENING

JOIN US!
S AT U R DAY
SEPTEMBER 16, 2017
10 a.m. to noon
229 Industrial Parkway North

The Joint Operations Centre supports
the Town’s parks, water, sewer, roads, waste,
facilities and fleet divisions.

Grand opening of the
Joint Operations Centre:

• Facility tours every 15 minutes
• Truck and equipment displays
• Learn about the facility’s green design
• Ceremonial tree planting
• Chance to win a free composter

aurora.ca/joc • 905-726-4762

F R E E  A D M I S S I O N

S A T U R D AY
AURORA TOWN PARK
49 Wells Street

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 9

MULTICULTURALAURORA’S

FESTIVAL

Celebrating Aurora’s
cultural heritage and diversity.

Showcasing a variety of cultures from around the world.

Games • Crafts • Activities • Henna body art
LIVE CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

Explore tasty international cuisine (nominal fees for food and beverages apply)

aurora.ca/multiculturalfestival
#AuroraMulticulturalFestival • 905-726-4762
We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual
Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and
certain of its affiliates.

Vintage Door
GIVEAWAY

SEPTEMBER 13
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

To pick up your free heritage door (while supplies last).

For more information
905-727-3123 ext. 4226

Old Library – 56 Victoria Street

Buyer is responsible for transportation of door.

VISIT US

The Architectural Salvage Program
has collected over 70 heritage doors.
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on:  Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a complete application for a Zoning By-law Amendment to   
  allow the development of two multi-storey stacked townhouse buildings comprised   
  of 27 and 28 units each, for a total of 55 stacked townhouse units. Associated   
  underground parking is also proposed.

PROPERTIES:  15086, 15094 & 15106 Yonge Street

   
LEGAL DESC.: Part of Lots 1 & 2, Registered Plan 9 and Lots 51 & 52, Registered Plan 246

APPLICANT: Bara Group (Aurora) Ltd.      

FILE NUMBERS: ZBA-2017-04

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Caitlin Graup of the Planning and Building Services   
  department at 905-727-3123 extension 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and   
  4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building Services   
  department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to            
  planning@ aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. 
M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may 
be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The 
Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code 
or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this 
collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 
6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06) 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of the Town of Aurora or the Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal 
Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed by-law is passed the person or public body may not be added as a party 
to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are 
reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the proposed By-law, you must make 
a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Building Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 24th day of August, 2017.

Library Square site plans set to move forward – Hydro 
Funds to be considered

By Brock Weir 

The future of  Library Square could 
take a significant step forward this 
week, inching towards the preparation 
of  site plans for the long-gestating 
Victoria Street project.

Council is set to award a contract 
to The Planning Partnership next 
week which would task the company, 
which played a leading role in the 
development of  the Aurora Promenade 
Plan, with coming up with a site plan 
for the wide swath of  land currently 
occupied by the former Aurora Public 

Library and Aurora Seniors’ Centre.
Earlier this year, Council approved 

the demolition of  the two buildings, 
and this is the next step forward.

Last winter, Council signed off  on 
developing a concept plan for the wider 
Cultural Precinct. In addition to the 
Library Square lands, the Cultural 
Precinct concept is extended to include 
the current Aurora Public Library, 
Aurora Cultural Centre, Victoria Hall, 
Town Park and the historic Aurora 
Armoury, as well as the various places 
of  worship in the Downtown Core. 

“This decision was made taking into 

consideration public input obtained 
from the vast public consultation 
which occurred as part of  the Council-
endorsed public consultation strategy,” 
said Fausto Filipetto, Senior Policy 
Planner for the Town of  Aurora, in 
his report before this week’s General 
Committee meeting. “Fotenn Planning 
+ Design prepared two alternative 
revisions of  the Library Square 
Concept Plans which were presented 
to Council on May 16, 2017. At that 
meeting, Council received the revised 
concept plans and directed staff  to 
move forward with the procurement 

process for design services in planning 
the next stages for Library Square.”

Among the suggestions outlined in 
Fotenn’s second stab at concept plans 
included extensions to the historic 
Church Street School and Victoria Hall 
buildings, additional parking spaces 
between the two landmarks, and a 
reconfiguration of  existing parking at 
the Aurora Public Library. 

According to the report, staff  put 
out an RFP for the design process on 
July 13.

With a cut-off  for bids set at August 

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
AURORA TOWN COUNCIL will hold a Public Meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on:  Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 7:00 pm at AURORA TOWN HALL, COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, 100 JOHN WEST WAY, AURORA, ONTARIO

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a complete application for a Zoning By-law Amendment  to   
  amend the current site specific “R2(207)” and “R3(208)” zones applying to the subject   
  lands to “R3” – “Third Density Residential”.

PROPERTIES:  304 Kennedy Street West

   
LEGAL DESC.: Part 6 on Plan 65R15894

APPLICANT: Joe Stewart      

FILE NUMBERS: ZBA-2017-05

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Caitlin Graup of the Planning and Building Services  
  department at 905-727-3123 extension 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and  
  4:30 pm. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building Services   
  department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to            
  planning@ aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the File Name and Number.
 
Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990,          
c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and 
may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, 
emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that 
you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. 
The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal 
code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON      
L4G 6J1 905-727-3123. 

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals 
is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the 
Act.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06) 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to the 
Town of Aurora before the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of the Town of Aurora or the Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal 
Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed by-law is passed the person or public body may not be added as a party 
to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are 
reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the proposed By-law, you must make 
a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning and Building Services.

DATED at the Town of Aurora, this 24th day of August, 2017.
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR Machell’s Corners

Perhaps I am not the best judge of  
time.

Last month, I was away in upstate 
New York for a few days of  holidays. 
It was a brief  respite I was so looking 
forward to as it was expected to be a 
chance for a reunion with very good 
friends who I have known for well over 
20 years.

It was exactly what was promised.
Time seems to move differently when 

you’re with friends, particularly those 
friends from whom you are separated 
by geography and have very few 
chances to catch up. Sometimes months 
and years, or even a decade go by, but 
the weird phenomenon is once you are 
actually in the same place it is like no 
time at all had passed.

You fall into your normal rhythms 
and seem to be able to pick up 
conversations almost right from where 
you left off. 

To pick just one example, one friend 
and I sat down in the hotel for a quick 
talk around midnight on a Saturday 
and then, what felt like 15 minutes later, 
I checked my watch and it was actually 
close to 4.30 a.m.

Sure, some refreshment might have 
been involved, but the dials on the clock 
seemed like a simple impossibility. Yet, 
it wasn’t. Somewhere along the line we 
got wrapped up in that oft-mentioned 
wrinkle in time and it just underscored 
to me that time moves in a singular way 
in situations like these.

Now that the quiet season of  the 
summer is ebbing to a close, and 
the machinery that is Aurora gears 
up aiming towards top speed, I am 
reminded once again that, in some 
quarters, time moves differently in this 
Town as well.

I am not implying that we’re living 
in a quiet community. Sure, some might 
see Aurora as a so-called “bedroom 
community” but we’re far from a 
sleeper.

Unique to Aurora, time is very much 
in the eye of  the beholder.

I touched upon this very issue – in 
this very space, in fact – almost exactly 
two years ago this week.

At the time, I was lamenting a Council 
discussion on pushing forward with a 
concrete vision for Aurora’s Cultural 
Precinct, including the beleaguered 
concept of  Library Square.

It was a time when the incumbent 
Council was just at the closing end of  
having a bloom of  youth.

Nearly a year had passed since they 
were elected and sworn in, and several 
more months had passed since Chris 
Ballard was vaulted out of  his Council 

seat to become this community’s 
representative in Queen’s Park, but not 
much had changed in the content of  the 
talks. 

“So, I momentarily cringed when 
Councillor John Abel suggested last 
week that moving ahead with hiring a 
consultant to flesh out this vision was 
‘rushing,’” I wrote in September 2015, 
following another lengthy jaw session 
on the Cultural Precinct.

The concept of  “rushing” the job was 
floated in the previous term by Ballard 
and, as anyone who has driven through 
Aurora’s downtown core can attest, 
nothing has been done. 

Since then, there has been one 
significant stride forward – a firm 
decision by Council to finally demolish 
the two buildings, a vote reaffirmed 
this past spring. 

That decision also brought out 
refrains of  a “rush” job as suitable 
locations elsewhere around Town 
for the various community groups 
currently using the old library were 
yet to be found, but the demo decision 
mercifully chugged through. 

“There might be light at the end of  
the tunnel,” I wrote in the same column. 

Two years later, what was once a 
pinprick of  a beam is now ballooning 
to the size of  a ballpoint pen tip; at this 
point, I’ll take whatever I can get.

But we’re not all that far along.
Near the end of  last week, I was 

dismayed to once again see the “rush” 
word when it comes to Library Square. 
I rolled my eyes – at first – but that soon 
gave way to bemusement. 

The Aurora Public Library moved 
into its present location in 2001.

The ball for a new facility began to 
roll several years previous to that year’s 
construction and opening.

The former home of  the Aurora 
Public Library, therefore, has been 
surplus to requirements for nearly 17 
years or, to put it into perspective, three 
mayors ago – including a good chunk 
of  the term of  Aurora’s longest-serving 
mayor thus far.

When I say surplus, I mean surplus 
to its use as a Library.

Yes, other user groups have called 
it home but a conscious decision was 

made by successive Councils not to 
maintain the building to the standards 
it ought to have done and now it is past 
the point of  no return unless Council 
lavishes millions of  dollars on its 
complete refurbishment. 

Since 2001, the building and the 
adjacent former seniors’ centre have 
been subject to countless public 
information sessions. The public, in 
turn, has done more than pull its weight 
in that regard, turning out each time to 
make very interesting, innovative and 
practical suggestions on what Aurora 
can ultimately do with the site. 

Debates have been had, concepts 
have been drawn up, thrown out and 
the process cycles once more.

Seventeen years, innumerable public 
meetings and, by my count, over 40 
reasonable suggestions on what can be 
done with the site have been offered.

It cannot be reasonably said that any 
of  this has been rushed. Indeed, wars 
have been fought, won, and lost in a 
shorter period of  time.

It is incumbent on this Council to 
make a firm decision on a concept, at 
the very least by the end of  this term.

This Council is reaching that 
critical point where all too often 
elected members get gun shy about 
making the important decisions that 
matter to this community because an 
election is coming up. Whether or not 
it is because members are concerned 
about being re-elected or not is beside 
the point. The timing nevertheless 
provides an opportunity to trot out the 
hoary argument that it is too close to 
an election and this Council should not 
“saddle” the incoming Council with 
carrying out their direction on such an 
important matter. 

But, the fact remains, somebody has 
to do it and if  it is not this Council then 
a newly sworn-in cast of  characters, 
perhaps with a few new faces sitting 
around the table, will begin the process 
all over again, throwing the “rush” 
word around willy-nilly and leaving it 
to the eleventh hour in the fall of  2021 to 
begin fretting about giving homework 
to their successors. 

It is incumbent on this Council to 
give the next something to work with.

As I wrote last year, two years ago, 
and perhaps even three or four years 
ago, the public has been consulted, the 
public has taken time out of  their busy 
schedules to weigh in and so far their 
suggestions have gone nowhere.

If  you keep going back to the well, 
eventually it is going to dry out and 
there too the next cycle will begin: a 
lack of  public engagement. 

To submit a letter to the editor, 
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com
Deadline for submissions 

is Sunday at 1 p.m.

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

A thank you in memory  
of Bud Switzer

(Re: Seniors’ Scape)

Christina, thank you so much for 
writing that lovely article on Bud in the 
Auroran, it’s something to keep and to 
share. My thanks also to you, Brock, 
you have always been a supporter of  
our choir and of  Bud.

I’m looking forward to the re-entry 
of  the choir next Wednesday, meeting 
friends and singing again.

Stella Switzer
Aurora

Breakneck Speed
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Challenge hate by opening 
dialogue

We need to challenge hate by open 
dialogue.

Hate crimes against Muslims in 
Canada have increased by 60% from 
2014 to 2015. This attitude was one of  
the major factors that lead to the death 
of  six and injured 19 others when 
Alexandre Bissonnette opened fire in a 
Quebec Masjid on January 30, 2017.

When Iqra Khalid, a Member of  
Parliament, tabled a motion before 
the House of  Commons called Motion 
M103 to study the increasing public 
climate of  hate and fear and to 
condemn Islamophobia and all forms 
of  systemic racism and discrimination, 
she received more than 61,000 hate 
messages in 48 hours. 

Now, we witness death threats 
targeting Calgary school trustee 
candidate, Nimra Amjad. The hate 
messages include: 

“Paki b—h what right do you have to 
run for office in Canada? We will find 
out where you live, the Aryan Guard 
will find you. Beware.”

“Paki b—h, what business do you 
have running for council? Canada 
belongs to white people. The Aryan 
Guard will come for you, Muslim 
scum.”

“You will be lying dead on the street 
like Heather Heyer.”

These messages are a sign of  
increasing hate, Calgary police say 
it would be “naïve” to think that 
Charlottesville violence couldn’t 
happen here. Insp. Chris Butler says 
the force is well-prepared to handle 
protests and keep the peace (CBC Aug 
15, 2017)

Sound research, open dialog, and 
discussion will challenge ignorance by 
addressing fear.

The national think tank attempts to 
address the rise of  Islamophobia, fear, 
and division among Canadians. 

The Canadian Community 
Engagement Study was undertaken to 
understand the level of  communication 
between Canadians Muslims and their 
fellow Canadians. Think for Actions 
and Insights Matter, along with nine 
researchers, eleven advisors and 
nineteen students from eight different 
Canadian Universities designed the 
survey. The survey closed with 1048 
responses (Data collected from March 
13 to August 12, 2017).

The results from the study will 
be shared at The Unity Conference: 
Stronger together – Strength in 
Diversity on September 16th 2017 at the 
University of  Calgary. The conference 
aims to deconstruct Islamophobia 
/ alienation by educating Canadian 
and Canadian Muslim institutions 
on the roots, effects and remedies to 
discrimination, marginalization, and 
systemic racism.

Dr. Murkarram Zaidi
Chair, Think for Actions
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I introduce my freshmen students 
on the first day of  class in the Seneca 
Fitness and Health Promotion 
Program with a challenge that if  they 
want to make a lot of  money all they 
have to do is figure out a way to take 
effort out of  everyone’s lives.

This, of  course, sounds heretical to 
these eager minds as they embark on 
careers that teach others how to engage 
in healthy physical activity. They look 
at me in a confused state and then look 
at colleagues to see if  they also think I 
am “off  my rocker.” (Remember, I am 
an older adult and not to be considered 
wise unless proven so).

I tell them this to dramatize the 
difficult task ahead of  them.

They will surely learn about how 
to create active people, but the real 
challenge is to convince people why 
they should be active when our 
“culture” seems to value taking effort 
out of  our lives.

Look at what labour-saving devices 
have done for us. Around the house, 
washing machines, dishwashers and 
vacuums have saved the drudgery 
of  those tasks.  Outdoors, we have 
riding lawn mowers and mechanical 
trimmers instead of  push-mowers and 
garden shears (remember them?).

Our automobiles are the preferred 
mode of  transportation over walking 
and biking for even the shortest trip.  
My car even helps me reduce the effort 
of  winding down a window with a push 

button and that push button needs only 
a slight touch for the window to go up 
and down automatically, saving me the 
effort of  holding it down. Whew!

To get your coffee, you can sit in 
your car, saving you the hundred or so 
steps to and from the counter. And just 
look at the “rolling dance” that occurs 
in the shopping malls as people cruise 
around the  parking lot trying to save 
10 steps and get closer to the entrance.

Let’s face it, if  you want to be a 
success, give people a way to take 
effort out of  their lives and they will 
buy it. 

The science is clear on this “cost of  
convenience.”

The scientific literature is replete 
with evidence that a daily energy 
expenditure has been significantly 
removed from our lives. (Lanningham-
Foster, Nysse and Levine, Obesity 
Res.) This daily loss of  effort results 
in a caloric imbalance that, over time, 
increases our fat-weight unless it is 

off-set by a reduction of  caloric intake 
(another topic).

Consider it though. If  you expend 
just 100 calories less each day by 
labour-saving, the loss of  calories over 
a month is 3,000 calories. Calculating 
that there are approximately 3,500 
calories in a pound of  stored fat, it is 
easy to see that labour-saving devices 
and practices can have an insidious 
and progressive weight-gain effect.  

The true cost of  this convenience 
is staggering, as the sick-care system 
spends increasing amounts on obesity 
and related disorders. Much of  this 
is preventable because we can easily 
put back a little effort each day in our 
lives.

I’m not telling you to throw out the 
vacuum and use a broom, nor haul the 
clothes to the stream and pound the 
dirt out of  them. But can’t we just add 
some steps? Can’t we walk to the store 
instead of  ride? Can’t the kids walk 
three blocks to school this fall? Can’t 
we park deeper into the parking lot 
and enjoy a five-minute walk to where 
you work or shop? Can’t we take the 
kids for a walk on the trails or a bike 
ride? Can’t we put some effort back 
into our lives and enjoy that?

These activities, if  done in a 
habitual way, will put back the 
effort lost from labour-saving. Those 
hundred calories daily expended will 
reverse the labour-saving effect and 
that will result in a healthier you. 

As we mark the two year anniversary 
of  the 2015 election this fall, I can 
confidently say that our government 
has accomplished a great deal, but 
there is still much work to do.

Our government is working hard to 
keep important promises that meet the 
real needs of  Canadians.

In the first year, we followed through 
on some significant promises including 
investments in infrastructure and 
fighting climate change. Since then, 
we have put more money in the 
pockets of  nine out of  ten families 
through the Canada Child Benefit, 
and strengthened the Canada Pension 
Plan so more Canadians can achieve a 
strong, secure, and stable retirement.

In 2017, we have built on these 
accomplishments, and taken further 
steps to create good, middle class jobs 
while growing the economy over the 
long term. It has also been another 
year of  unprecedented investments 
in public transit, affordable housing, 
home care, and mental health services, 
but there is always more to be done.

That is why my team and I are excited 
as we plan and prepare to return 
to the House of  Commons this fall. 
Part of  our planning is to determine 
priorities by assessing what has been 
accomplished and establishing what 
needs to be done next. 

I have listened to people across 
Aurora, Oak Ridges, and Richmond 
Hill, and in response I have established 
four priority areas to focus on for the 
upcoming year and in the future. 
Throughout the next year, my office 
and I will host town halls on these 
topics (and other topics as well), to 
better understand your perspective, 
represent your voice in Ottawa, and 
make real, positive change not only in 
our community but across Canada.

PRIORITIES

• Precarious Employment – 
working to increase the quantity 
of  high quality jobs in Canada. 

• Taxes & Improving  

Government – exploring ways 
to simplify the tax process, 
enhance metrics, accountability 
and transparency in the delivery 
of  government services, and 
enhance information sharing 
between federal government 
departments.

• Youth – identifying approaches to 
increase co-op and employment 
opportunities, especially in 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics, to ensure 
youth are set for the future.

• Women in Leadership - 
advocating for gender balance in 
executive and board positions. 
Companies with strong female 
leadership generate higher 
return on equity: 10.1% vs. 7.4% 
for those without.  

In addition to establishing priorities, 
my office and I have also created a 
report which outlines the work we have 
completed this past year.

As a Member of  Parliament I am 
often asked “So, what does an MP 
actually do?” This report below should 
help address that question, and if  you 
want more details I would love to hear 
from you to outline and share what our 
constituency office team and I have 
been working on.

MP Alleslev’s 2016-2017  
REPORT in NUMBERS

• 153 Days in Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill & 122 Days in 
Ottawa.

• 143 Cases Solved for constituents 
(including immigration, CRA, 
and other federal government 
services our office can assist you 
with).

• 5 Public Town Halls hosted in 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill. 

• 11 Articles written for local 
newspapers.

• 47 Community Events attended.
• 4 Federal Funding 

Announcements including over 
$425,000 for Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill.

• 7 Speeches in the House of  
Commons.

• 141 Votes in the House of  
Commons.

• 1 Government Committee: 
National Defence.

• 6 Parliamentary Caucuses: 
Aerospace (Chair), Automotive, 
Digital, Women’s, Ontario, 
National.

• 5 Parliamentary Associations: 
NATO (Chair), Member on 
Canada-USA, Canada-Europe, 
Canada-France, Commonwealth, 
and Inter-Parliamentary Union.

• 2 Reports tabled for the NATO 
Parliamentary Association.

NEXT TOWN HALL: TAX FAIRNESS

Our government is consulting 
Canadians on proposals to close unfair 
tax loopholes. We will ensure that small 
businesses are able to do what they do 
best: grow their businesses, create jobs 
and support their communities. 

I hope you will join us in the Magna 
Room at the Aurora Public Library from 
12:00 - 2:00 pm on Sunday, September 24.

If  you are interested in attending, 
tell us you’re going on Facebook or 
register at: LeonaAlleslevMP.ca. I look 
forward to discussing this topic with 
you in more detail.

Please Contact Me!
905-773-8358   |   12820 Yonge Street, 

Suite 202, Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 4H1  
|   Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca 

As it is the first week of  school 
for students from kindergarten to 
university, the newspapers are full of  
education related stories, of  course.

Classroom size, funding for special 
events, accommodations for students 
with allergies, how to prepare your 
little one for full day kindergarten, etc.  
Nothing too exciting, if  you’ll pardon 
me.  Just usual stuff  that’s printed 
pretty much every fall. 

But one article did pique my interest, 
in the Globe this past weekend, that 
spoke to an emerging idea in education 
circles – moving away from award 
ceremonies.  Apparently there are a 
number of  schools experimenting with 
the idea of  doing away entirely with the 
annual rite of  passage where student 
achievement – academic, athletic and 
artistic – is recognized.

It is felt that in recognizing the 
achievement of  some students at the 
expense of  others creates unnecessary 
competition amongst students and a 
sense of  failure or diminishment in 
those that do not get an award.

My immediate kneejerk reaction 
when reading the story was that this 
was idiotic. For heaven’s sake, not 
recognizing those that have achieved in 
areas of  societally recognized areas of  
importance – academics, athletics, art, 
music – does not in any way act as a salve 
for those that don’t “achieve” in those 
areas.  Pretending that those things 
don’t matter does not help students.  

Yes, I believe that every child is 
special in his or her own way. And 
I firmly believe that part of  the 
educational process is to assist every 
child in realizing their own unique 
potential; to build their self-confidence 
and self-belief  so that they can achieve 
in the best way possible for them. 

However, that does not belie the 
reality that everyone is not equal, 
not in the sense that we’re talking 
about. Rightly or wrongly, some people 
are better at some things.  Or, more 
accurately, some people are better at 
some things that currently matter in 
terms of  employment or prominence.  
The students with A grades get into law 
school. The students with Cs do not. 
The candidates with good resumes get 
the job. The ones who don’t do not. The 
athletes that are fast win the race. The 
athletes that are not do not. To assert 
otherwise is frankly counterproductive.

Would we watch a tennis match if  no 
one kept score? I don’t think so.

However, all that being said, I also 
just finished watching the documentary, 
“Icarus” on Netflix.  It is an in-depth 
expose of  the Russian doping scandal 
leading up to the Rio Olympics. If  you 
haven’t had a chance to watch it, I would 
encourage you to do so. It is absolutely 
riveting – and infuriating.

But why I raise it in this context is 
that it also poses as a cautionary tale 
about the dangers of  our obsession with 
winning, of  being the best – of  awards. 
Hundreds of  athletes risked their 
health – and their integrity – in pursuit 
of  being the best. Countless political 
leaders, coaches, etc., sold their souls 
to grab the gold. And why? Because 
society rewards winners with money, 
with prestige, with fame.  That is our 
current reality.

So, in that reality I can see why there 
is a desire to combat that obsession.  To 
nip the unhealthy striving for gold at all 
costs in the bud and reorient it towards 
being one’s personal best.  Is doing away 
with awards entirely the answer? I don’t 
think so. But, at the same time, I am not 
sure what the answer would be. 

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is 

celebrating…

A new school year!

With Labour Day weekend behind us, it’s time to 

welcome the 2017 – 2018 school year! This photo 

captures students from Aurora Public School, which 

is now home to the Aurora Museum & Archives and 

Aurora Cultural Centre. The students’ classroom is 

now known as Brevik Hall and still features the fold-

ing divider that is visible along the back wall. 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

2016-2017 REVIEW & PRIORITIES

The Cost of Convenience
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Do you think Ribfest 
has a positive impact

on the local economy?

ACTIVATE
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Ron Weese
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In the heart of the Aurora neighbourhood, Marlin Travel Inside Walmart 
is ready to make all your travel dreams a reality.

Whatever you are looking for a Cruise, Family Vacation, Group Travel 
or European Adventure, Marlin Travel is ready!
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SENIOR
SCAPE
Christina Doyle

A neighbour was 
telling that he had been 
out walking with his 
little grandson when 
they met a man known 
to be a bit of  a grumbler.

This time was no 
exception.

The younger listened 
to him with wide 
eyes, and afterwards, 
to excuse the man to 
him, my friend told him the man was 
suffering from sunstroke. As they 
returned home, his grandson suddenly 
said solemnly, Grandpa, I hope you 
never suffer from a sunset.

Perhaps with the simplicity of  a 
child he had never spoken more truly 
than he realised. So many may take 
a dim view of  life because they look 
always on the dark side-the sunset 
rather than the sunrise.  

Excerpt from: The Friendship Book 
1978, D.C. Thomson & Co (1977).

Welcome back readers.
I sincerely hope your summer was a 

Free film screening of Screenagers  
at CDS - September 13

By Kim Sillcox
 
The Country Day School will 

be hosting a FREE screening of  
Screenagers: Growing Up in the Digital 
Age on Wednesday, September 13 at 7 
p.m. in the CDS Performing Arts Centre 
in King City.

This 68-minute documentary is 
about the impact of  the digital age 
on children and how to help them 
minimize harmful effects and find 
balance, and will be followed by a Q&A 
session moderated by a CDS faculty 
member.

When Physician and filmmaker, 
Delaney Ruston, realized that her own 
kids were scrolling through life and 
heard the statistic that the average 
kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at 
screens, she set about creating this 

documentary that has now been viewed 
around the world.

After seeing the film, parents and 
students alike have said they feel 
more confident and better equipped to 
establish balance around screen time. 

“I spent my career in technology. 
I wasn’t prepared for its effect on my 
kids,” Melinda Gates, Philanthropist 
and wife of  Microsoft Founder Bill 
Gates, wrote in an August 24 editorial 
on Parenting in The Washington Post.

This event is FREE and open to the 
local community.

Seats are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

While registration is required, it is a 
ticketless event so we ask that you please 
check-in upon arrival. RSVP at www.
cds.on.ca. To learn more, visit www.
screenagersmovie.com

summer to remember in a 
most joyous surrounding.

This is a time for most 
families to get back into 
routine. However, as such, 
you are not directed by 
routine of  jobs.

Yet, there are many 
of  you who share your 
talents by volunteering 
all year long here at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 

for which all of  us are truly grateful!
Like the passage above, it gently 

reminds us to be grateful for what we 
have right now.

Yes, it did rain a lot, but there were 
many warm days to consider and enjoy. 
Farmers were happy, wineries were 
thriving with talk about a great crop 
this year.

I hope you got to do what you love, 
because doing what you love is not 
about money, it’s about wonder. With 
that in mind, you will truly experience 
abundance in life.

I hope that this summer brought you 
fulfillment. Fulfillment comes in many 
guises. If  we feel empty, no amount of  
water can fill our well. It has to come 
from within, from the underground 
springs of  your soul.

L’ ete c’est fini, as the French say, 
so end summer on a high note! Enjoy 
an outdoor barbecue. Look up an old 
favourite summer recipe and invite a 
friend to share it with you as we bid 
adieu to hot summer days. Try some 
fresh apple cider or enjoy some popcorn 
as you welcome September.

To our readers who celebrate Rosh 
Hashanah this coming September 20, 
2017 at sundown, may your families be 
blessed with the sound of  the Shofar 
while you celebrate the New Year with 
love and health. Shanna Tova!

And while we count our last days of  
summer sun, and pray for an Indian 
summer before the first blast of  cool air 
comes, don’t pack away your swimsuit 
so fast! A few more visits at the cottage, 
wardrobe changes, your grandchildren 
may be saying. “Good bye grandma, 
grandpa…we had fun” and off  to school 
they go.

The house becomes a little quieter, 

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Everything old is new again at inaugural Windfall Harvest Festival
By Brock Weir

If  you think “sustainability” is a 
new concept, think again.

For previous generations, nothing 
went to waste. Energy was only used 
when needed, animals were used from 
tip to tail, and time was spent in the 
great outdoors.

But, everything comes full circle, 
sustainability is once again the name of  
the game, and Windfall Ecology Centre 
will be marrying the past, present and 
future this month with their inaugural 
Windfall Harvest Festival. 

Celebrating Diversity: Food, Land 
& People will take place Sunday, 
September 24 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Windfall’s historic headquarters 
in Sheppard’s Bush. A re-launch of  
the Windfall Ecology Centre which 
was once York Region’s largest free 
community festival showcasing the 
natural environment, Celebrate 
Diversity is made possible through a 
grant from the Ontario 150 Community 
Celebration Program.

With this grant money, Windfall 
has set about to put a completely new 
spin on their festival, aiming to bring 
the community together and raise 
awareness of  Ontario’s rich cultural, 
ecological and historical narrative. 

“For 14 years, we ran an ecology 
festival in Newmarket and we were 
looking for something to do in the fall, 
something that was play-based, right 
next to our homes, and what better 
place than right here in Sheppard’s 
Bush?” says Windfall’s Executive 
Director Brent Kopperson. “It is really 
important to be grounded and have an 
understanding of  where we’re coming 
from. It helps situate us and makes it 
easier to explore the future when you 
know where you’ve come from.

“Here, we’re on a sustainability 
journey and sustainability will be a 
key theme throughout our event. Many 
of  the old practices are being renewed 
again and we will be demonstrating 
some of  those things.”

To do so, they are going right back to 
the roots, incorporating demonstrations 
from the First Nations that called this 

Brent Kopperson and Kathleen Ko of  Windfall Ecology Centre are putting the finishing touches on their 
new Harvest Festival at Shepherd’s Bush. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Alessandro Di Ceccoarea home, as well demonstrations 
featuring re-enactors interpreting the 
practices of  later pioneers, going right 
through to current and future green 
energy projects.

“We have been working with First 
Nations communities for many, many 
years both locally and in the near and 
far north,” says Mr. Kopperson. “We 
have had to look around a little bit for 
the pioneer components, with some 
waving demonstrations and other 
things that are going to be happening. 
Then we are mixing the old with the 
new because on the same day we are 
part of  the Canada-wide Doors Open 
exhibition where we will be touting 
our contributions to the green energy 
field.”

Working in conjunction with the 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge, 
the Celebrating Diversity festival will 
offer something for the whole family, 
whether it is the First Nations or Pioneer 
demonstrations or opportunities to get 
your hands dirty with Nature Play.  
Weaving all this together has fallen to 
Windfall’s Jen Atkinson and Kathleen 

Ko, who have both been working 
diligently to plan the demonstrations, 
and play activities, but also to secure 
local food producers and celebrity food 
talent to really showcase this area’s 
bounty.

“We wanted to make a theme for 
the festival and focus on the people, 
land and food,” says Ms. Ko. “It is 
also co-sponsored by the Healthy 
Kids Community Challenge so, by 
collaborating with that program we 
wanted to bring physical activity and 
healthy eating and celebrating the 
diversity of  local foods and veggies and 
fruit for the kids and families as well. It 
is bringing all those activities together 
for a new focus. 

“The whole process has been really 
interesting because the festival is on 
site here, which we have never done 
before, thinking about what would be a 
good fit for the space and what would 
really celebrate our theme in a smaller 
space where it is a smaller scale than 
the old ecology festival. We will have 
access to the log cabins and we’re also 
going to try and utilize the trails. We 

may have some walking tours through 
the trails and have some of  our kids 
activities extend out onto the trails as 
well.

“There will be things for kids, 
for people who are interested in our 
ecology festival will still find things 
that are of  interest here. The older 
generations may be interested in the 
food and the historical component, 
so it is really a broad range and 
we’re encouraging families to come 
out with everyone. I think a lot of  
it is appreciating what is available 
locally, giving appreciation to the food 
producers and the organizations who 
work on the conservation as well, 
and appreciating what we have and 
hopefully learning something about 
the history and culture people haven’t 
been exposed to before.”

For more in the Windfall Harvest 
Festival, visit windfallcentre.ca/festival.

Vintage Door
GIVEAWAY

The Architectural Salvage Program
has collected over 70

heritage doors.

SEPTEMBER 13

To pick up your free heritage door
(while supplies last).

Buyer is responsible for transportation of door.

These doors can be repurposed as coffee tables,
headboards or functioning doors.

VISIT US

6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Old Library – 56 Victoria Street

For more information
905-727-3123 ext. 4226
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UP TO MONTHS

NOW GET 0% FINANCING FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS O.A.C ON THIS YEAR’S WIDEST SELECTION OF 2017s

COME FOR THE LINEUP. 
       STAY FOR THE INNOVATION.
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  & FINANCE

FREE WORKSHOP: SEPTEMBER 14TH 
IN AURORA

See article this page.

Advertorial

You’re invited! – Workshop: September 14th
Learn How Local Experts are Investing in Mortgages

Ever wonder how banks earn big 
profi ts? Last quarter, the big 6 banks 
posted a net profi t of  $10.15 billion.  
According to the Canadian Bankers 
Association, 56% - a signifi cant portion 
of  their profi t - is generated from net in-
terest income, such as from residential 
mortgages.

  Local investors can now follow this 
proven formula for success by becoming 
mortgage lenders.

  “Our investors earn between 8% 
and 12% annually on private mort-
gages,” said Victor Camba, a mort-
gage agent at UNION Capital Man-
agement who specializes in matching 
borrowers with individual investors.

  For those wanting to 
learn more, there will be a 
free workshop on September 
14th in Aurora. Investors 
will learn how to get in-
volved, and how to examine 
private mortgage deals in or-
der to maximize returns and 
reduce risk.

  Private lenders can in-
vest using cash or registered funds (such 
as their RRSP).  In return, they obtain 
similar benefi ts that banks enjoy, such as 
predictable and stable monthly cash fl ow, 
and “bricks and mortar” security.

  It is becoming increasingly more 
diffi cult to obtain mortgage fi nancing 
through traditional banks.  As a result, 
these borrowers are turning to private 
lenders.

  A misconception is that these are 
bad-quality borrowers.  “Bad credit? No 
Credit? No Problem,” are advertisements 
sometimes seen.  This is far from the 
truth.

  In 2016, 2.7 million Canadians were 
self-employed (Statistics Canada).  These 
people are generally in the sales and 
services industry, such as Realtors and 
Contractors.  There were also 1.2 million 
small businesses. These borrowers do 
not meet the bank’s lending criteria, and 
are therefore turned down. Their tax re-
turn may show a signifi cantly lower fi g-
ure than what they actually take home as 
income.

  “We take into consideration all sourc-
es of  the client’s income, including stated 

business income, something the banks 
don’t do,” Victor said. “But we are not go-
ing to take undue risk. We will take a cal-
culated risk.”

  He prefers to offer loans below 
80% of  the value of  the property to 
limit losses in case of  a housing price 
downturn.  Unlike mutual funds or 
stocks, a mortgage investment is col-
lateralized with existing residential 
properties within the Greater Toronto 
Area, including Aurora and Newmarket.  
If  the borrower defaults, their lender has 
the legal power to sell the property to re-
cover their funds. 

  “It used to be investors went to their 
lawyer or accountant and said, ‘I have 

a few million dollars and 
I want to lend this out and 
make a good return,” Victor 
said. “They are still around, 
but now there are opportu-
nities for the average inves-
tor with cash or an RRSP.”

  For those who want to 
invest in real estate with-

out the hassle of  tenants 
or repairing toilets, register online to 
attend the free workshop. Seating is limit-
ed to the fi rst 25 people who register.

REGISTER TODAY TO ATTEND 

Date:  Thursday, September 14th 
 at 7.30pm
Where: Aurora Town Hall
 Leksand Room
 100 John West Way, 
 Aurora
Cost:  Complimentary

Snacks and refreshments will be served.

Register Online
sep14-lending.eventbrite.ca

Follow on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/MortgageInvesting

Email:  
victor.camba@unioncapital.ca
Call:  416-435-8340

Victor Camba is the Director of  Busi-
ness Development, Lending for UNION 
Capital Management. Mortgage Broker-
age Lic# 10318 - Mortgage Agent license 
#M14001907

Advertorial

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

head office for Magna, we have Van 
Rob stamping and, as well as Magna’s 
head office, we have plants and other 
companies like Axiom who are also in 

the auto industry, which represents a 
fair amount of  jobs in Aurora.”

In all, Mayor Dawe estimates over 
2,000 jobs in Aurora are tied into the 
auto industry and it is important to 

underscore this fact with key decision-
makers. 

The renegotiation of  NAFTA 
originally follows moves by U.S. 
President Donald Trump to strike 
a deal seen as more beneficial to 
American businesses. This stance 
towards renegotiation, however, has 
evolved to statements and Twitter 
blasts threatening to pull the United 
States out of  the deal altogether.

His latest move earned a sharp 
rebuke – again, over Twitter – from 
Hamilton Mayor Fred Eisenberger.

Mayor Dawe is, perhaps, more 
diplomatic when it comes to the online 
threats of  the U.S. President, but he is 
no less concerned.

“NAFTA is a very complex 
agreement and I know there have been 
discussions probably ever since NAFTA 
was implemented that there are some 
changes to be made,” says Mayor Dawe. 
“I think it is like any other agreement 
that has ever been done that, yes, there 
can be enhancements to it, but the 
challenge is to separate the bluster 
from the reality and I try not to bluster 
too much. 

“There is always a likelihood [of  the 
agreement being ripped up] but when 
you look at the number of  jobs that 
are affected in the border states, there 

are a lot of  Republican governors who 
are very concerned about this. There 
are substantial ramifications for the 
U.S. as well. Some of  the talk at our 
meeting was President Trump has 
had some challenges getting much 
accomplished so, I guess in some 
respects he needs a political win and 
maybe this is a political win for him.”

In the end, Mayor Dawe says 
“Trump tends to oversimplify 
everything” but there is “nothing in 
business that is simple.” There are 
many moving pieces of  the puzzle that 
can be impacted by renegotiation. 
One example is exporting electricity 
from Ontario and Quebec to places 
like New York State that are below our 
costs here. 

“We hope that saner heads prevail 
and we get over the bluster and onto 
some things. “It is a dangerous game 
when you start doing this kind of  
thing. It tends to impact a lot of  people. 
It is incumbent on anyone on this side 
of  the table in elected office to try and 
work out the ramifications and the 
law of  unintended consequences and 
get a sense of  where that might take 
you. The reaction is always to jump 
in, beat your chest and be Superman, 
but that is not necessarily the best 
long-term solution.”

Time to separate “bluster from reality” on NAFTA: Dawe

The Crystal Ladder Learning Centre for Autism offers specialized services for children with  
neurodevelopmental disorders and Autism Spectrum Disorder. We pride ourselves in having  
a holistic therapeutic approach which involves many professionals working together for the  
development of each learner. Pictured at Friday’s opening are Wendy Savo, Co-founder and  
Director of Education, Mariella Mongiovi, Founder and Executive Director, Subhashini Kanhai, 
Clinical Director and Shannon Capello, Senior Therapist. 

Photo by Glenn Rodger
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staple – and it is this humble grain which 
will form the centrepiece to the 2017 
Aurora Multicultural Festival.

The Second Annual Multicultural 
Festival will take place at Town Park 
this Saturday, September 9, from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and is designed to celebrate 
Aurora’s cultural heritage and diversity 
showcasing a variety of  cultures from all 
around the world.

This year’s festival will feature 
performances and demonstrations from 
a number of  cultural communities 
which now call Aurora home, including 
Cameroonian, Italian, Korean, Scottish, 
Spanish, and a variety of  South Asian 
cultures.

A common denominator of  all these 
cultures? You guessed it.

“Rice is a global staple,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for 
the Town of  Aurora. “All around the 
world, rice is a part of  almost all cultures’ 
cuisines. It is how each different culture 
has celebrated rice and they have done it 
uniquely in their own way. In the Spanish 
culture, they are known for their paellas. 
The Italian culture is known for their 
risottos, as well as the Indian culture 
in regards to their curries. There are a 
variety of  ways rice is celebrated, but it is 
all coming back to that single grain. It is 
very symbolic of  humanity.”

To that end, there will be back-to-back 
hands-on food demonstrations throughout 
the day, including a chef  who will be on 
side to teach people how to roll the perfect 
sushi roll. It is all part of  a special drive 
to make this year’s Multicultural Festival 
as “experiential” as possible, a key piece 
of  feedback the Town received in surveys 
during, and community open houses 
following, their first annual Festival last 
September.

“The reviews we received immediately 
with the surveys at the event were positive 
and, since then, we also did two open 
houses,” says Ms. Ware. “The information 
we gained from those two public open 
houses was that people wanted to have 
experiential opportunities. They wanted 
to experience cultural games, games they 
wouldn’t necessarily experience, and they 

wanted a hands-on component as well. 
I feel we have been able to incorporate 
those two elements into this year’s plan.”

An important factor in making this all 
possible is a location change. 

Last year’s event was held at Ada 
Johnson Park in Aurora’s northeast, but 
a move to Town Park this year allows for 
the cooking demonstrations to be inside 
at the adjacent historic Aurora Armoury.

Beyond the walls of  the Armoury, 
Town Park will be a showcase of  colour 
as cultural performers take the stage in a 
wide variety of  costumes demonstrating 
an equal variety of  dance, song – and even 
fashion. 

On stage will feature back-to-back 
performances of  about 25 minutes each, 
including Spanish flamenco, a Korean 
fan dance, Italian dancers, a Japanese 
drumming, and a special emphasis on 
Cameroon, whose representatives will not 
only dance but feature a catwalk of  North 
African fashion.

Offstage, there will be demonstrations 
of  cultural sport ranging from jousting 
to cricket, along with showcases from a 
number of  community groups who will 
be steering family-friendly activities all 
related to the culture one can find in one’s 
own family tree. 

“The entertainment is stellar, it 
is motivating and it is vibrant, and 
energetic,” says Ms. Ware. “The food 
component is a very unique angle, so 
those who do want to get a hands-on food 
experience, this will really meet their 
expectations. When was the last time 
you jousted, or tried doing the limbo? 
Have you ever had your hands on cricket 
equipment? This is a really experiential-
focused event. 

“We are most looking forward to seeing 
the community come together and seeing 
those who come out to the event expecting 
something else to just be really pleased 
with the result.”

Aurora’s Multicultural Festival will 
take place at Town Park this Saturday, 
September 9 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is free and open to all ages, but 
nominal fees for food and beverages apply. 
For more information, visit www.aurora.
ca/multiculturalfestival. 

Music, fashion, food and dance 
set for Multicultural Festival

Advertorial

If  you suffer from Knee Pain (Inju-
ry/strain/tendonitis/Arthritis) you 
need to be aware of  effective advance-
ments that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor you 
suffer with one or more of  the follow-
ing: sore, stiff, painful knee, “click-
ing” sound with movement, difficulty  
bending at the knee. 

You may find that your pain or stiff-
ness affects your work, housekeeping, 
leisure activities, exercise, sports or 
other activities. You go to the drug 
store or to your doctor and get pills to 
help relieve your pain. But you find 
the pain keeps returning.   Alterna-
tively, the doctor may refer you to a  
specialist who may tell you that surgery  
is needed or is an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive  
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes  
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

 Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-inflammatory drugs that 
include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses 
light to favor and accelerate the body’s 
natural healing processes. The innova-
tive Multiwave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, efficient and 
simultaneous effect on pain, inflam-

Knee Pain: 
New Approach 

Delivers 
Remarkable 

Results

mation, swelling and water retention,  
exceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and eliminates concerns of  
HP (High power) laser therapy.

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 90-95% 

relief  of  their symptoms, more mo-
bility, increased flexibility and vastly  
improved function!

It is the very latest in medical  
technology, with years of  clinical stud-
ies supporting its safety and efficacy 
and we are very proud to offer our  
patients effective solutions to their  
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and high-
ly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE  
consultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., 
Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home  
Hardware Plaza).

It is the very latest in medical 

technology, with years of clinical 

studies supporting its safety  

and efficacy and we are very 

proud to offer our patients 

effective solutions to their  

recent or chronic conditions.
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York Region’s special needs students get pumped for Hoedown
By Brock Weir

Derek Bunn is already pumped – 
and what’s pumping him up is still 
just over a week away. 

The York Region School Board 
teacher is starting to lose sleep with 
excitement for the third annual 
Student Hoedown, which will take 
over the Big Top of  the Magna Corral 
on Friday, September 15 for the third 
year running. 

The Student Hoedown, an event 
tailor-made for special needs students 
from both the YRDSB and the York 
Catholic District School Board, is the 
brainchild of  Mr. Bunn, who works 
with special needs students at Sutton 
District High School. 

Noticing that the Hoedown Tent is 
only put to special use for a fraction 
of  the time it graces Wellington 
Street East, he suggested Magna put 
it to good use for the students. 

The result has become a hallmark 
of  the Hoedown weekend and is set to 
welcome a record 1,000 students, plus 
teachers and caregivers this year. 

“There is excitement in the air,” 
says Mr. Bunn. “This is our third 
time doing it and we always say the 
third time is the charm, so it is pretty 
special. It is just having everyone in 
the tent, the music, the excitement, 
and the music doesn’t even have to 
play and you can just feel the energy 
from the kids and the adults coming 
into the tent. I am pumped!”

If  the past two student Hoedowns 
are any indication, Mr. Bunn and 
other people instrumental to its 
organization will arrive at 7.30 a.m.

Students and staff  will begin 
to arrive by 9.30, usually greeted 
by friendly faces from Magna and 
Neighbourhood Network, and, of  
course, a few cows and horses who 
have trotted over to the occasion. 

The tent will already be decked 
out in hay bales, and other wild, west 
décor and the atmosphere will be 

electric.
Soon enough, the cameras and the 

phones will be out as students snap 
away, catch up with old friends, and 
eagerly wait for the party to begin. 

Emceed by country singer Beverley 
Mahood, the entertainment will 
feature the Top 10 Finalists competing 
for the Hoedown Showdown. 

“Before [the Hoedown I hear 
from some of  the supports] that the 
students might not be able to do a lot 
of  physical movement as some have 
such severe physical difficulties, but 
they are moving in their chairs,” says 
Mr. Bunn. “They are wiggling that 
finger, kicking out that foot, and they 
have a big smile from ear to ear and 
that is great. It just means so much 
to me that they are enjoying the day. 

“For the students, even though it 
is only the second week of  school, 
they are saying it is the best event 
of  the school year! I love to hear 
that feedback. Neighbourhood 
Network and Magna go out of  their 
way to accommodate the tent for us, 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Last year’s Student Hoedown, pictured above, was a blast for students, teachers, and musicians alike. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

to have a platform for students in 
wheelchairs so they don’t have to go 
across the bumpy ground. They are 
very conscious of  the noise levels 
and have the light just a little bit 
brighter for those who might get 
nervous in the dark light, maybe 
lower the volume a little bit, so all 
those kinds of  things make it special. 
And it informs our community that 
our students with special needs can 
contribute; we just have to make 
some minor accommodations for 
them to enjoy it.”

With a record number of  special 
needs students ready to descend 
upon the tent, Mr. Bunn, even with 
its exceptional growth, says 1,000 
might be a pretty good size number 
for the road ahead. They want it to 
be a “manageable, fun opportunity” 
for everyone and it might lose that 
special something if  it gets too big. 

“Sometimes when events get 
too big, perhaps not everyone’s 
needs can be met safely,” says Mr. 
Bunn. “We really try to work with 
Neighbourhood Network in order 
to create a safe environment for 
everyone. I think we really want to 
recognize this is becoming a staple 
of  the Magna weekend, knowing this 
is a constant. I have that feeling right 
now, but we would just like to solidify 
it more and know this is a yearly 
event, a contributing event.”

And, importantly for Mr. Bunn, 
the teachers, caregivers, everyone 
else involved in making this event 
a reality, it underscores that this 
is an event where special needs 
students can contribute back to their 
community in a meaningful way. 

“There is something for everyone 
and students and kids are encouraged 
to get up and dance and to wander 
around and see people and just have a 
great time and, of  course, contribute 
to the charities,” he says. “On a larger 
GTA basis this is probably one of  the 
largest special needs fundraising 
events – not fundraising for special 
needs, but special needs fundraising 
for charities.”
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Canada 150 legacy taking shape – one square at a time

By Brock Weir

Flex that creative muscle this week 
by adding your own unique square to 
Aurora’s Canada 150 legacy project.

The first tiles, which will come 
together to form Aurora’s Canada 150 
Mosaic mural, will be ready to paint 
beginning this Friday, September 8 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall and 
the whole community is invited to take 
part.

A second painting session will take 
place the following day, from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Town Park (inside the 
Armoury) in conjunction with Aurora’s 
Multicultural Festival. 

In all, 600 tiles will need to be filled 
in to create the 8 foot by 12 foot mural, 
which is being spearheaded by local 
artists Claire D’Aurore, Eva Folks, Judy 
Sherman, and Christine Valentini, 
along with Eric McCartney, and 
Aurora’s Canada 150 Ad Hoc Committee.

Once completed, the mural will 
feature landmarks such as the Hillary 
House National Historic Site, the 
Aurora GO Station, trumpeter swans, 
which were restored into Ontario 
by Aurora resident Harry Lumsden, 
and reminders of  Aurora’s legacy as 
Canada’s Birthday Town.

“The Committee worked together 
with a very passionate group of  local 
artists and each of  them put together 
their thoughts, their rationales and 
their justification for what they thought 
were important landmarks to feature 
within the mosaic,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator 
for the Town of  Aurora. “All of  those 
were put together and ultimately the 
Canada 150 committee blended in the 
themes that would best serve the end 
product. The trumpeter swans is one 
project that Auroran Harry Lumsden 
actually helped save. The Hillary 
House is a national historic landmark. 
The train station has always been a 
popular landmark in Aurora and then, 
of  course, Aurora’s Canada Birthday 
Town incorporated into it. 

“With something like this, there 
could have been 100 things included 
but with the structure of  the mural we 
had to come up with one core concept 
and only a couple of  secondary images 
to fill it in. We were slightly limited in 
the creative process, but it was done in 
collaboration.”

The artists have been working 
hard to make this happen since first 
proposing their idea to Council this 
past winter. Intended to be part of  a 
Canada-wide network of  mosaics, each 
serving to be a focal point of  public 
art in their respective communities, it 
is an ambitious legacy project and one 
which, at least in Aurora, almost didn’t 
happen.

Whether or not it could go forward 
was contingent on funding and, at 
first, this funding was not available. 
However, a planned Military Tattoo 
to commemorate the Canada 150 
Commemorations ultimately fell 
through for various reasons and the 
money allocated to that project allowed 
for an $18,000 infusion into the Mosaic 
project. 

The project was first brought to local 
attention by artist Christine Valentini 
who, after a chance encounter with 
a niece just returning from a mural 
painting project, delved deeper into the 
vision. 

“I thought it was a perfect match 
for what we were talking about,” said 
Ms. Valentini, once the project was 
approved. “We were thinking about 
doing a mural of  our own at one point 
and this, I thought, was a good way 
of  getting people involved, children 
involved, and have a legacy in Aurora 
that people can participate in.”

From those initial seeds of  
inspiration, a garden of  ideas – and 
enthusiastic advocates – began to 
take root. The number of  interested 
artists snowballed, and realtor Eric 

McCartney got involved to help then 
navigate through the proper channels 
of  bureaucracy.

Now, those waters are calmed and it 
is time to crack out the paint brushes.

Aurora aims to get 300 tiles painted 
on Friday, with the balance painted on 
Saturday.

Once completed, the hard part will 

be deciding where it will ultimately be 
displayed. 

Some of  the participating artists, 
including Ms. Sherman, have suggested 
the perfect place would be whatever is 
ultimately created in Library Square, 
but it will be contingent on the look, 
weight, and, in the end, Council’s 
decision. 

“Our locations might rotate between 
facilities, but it will be a piece that 
requires an installation,” says Ms. 
Ware. 

Registration to paint a tile at either 
of  the sessions is not required, but 
registration will ensure you do indeed 
receive a tile. Register by visiting 
aurora.ca/mosaic150.

Artists Claire D’Aurore and Christine Valentini have 
been instrumental in the Mosaic project. 

Auroran photo by Brock  Weir
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Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

Massage 

Spa
Kelly
$25/30min
$45/60min
RMT $65/60min

Curtain comes down at

 

C I T I Z E N   A W A R D S 
Outstanding Citizens Recognized for  Canada 150! 
Do you know a Canadian citizen that lives in Aurora--Oak Ridges--Richmond Hill 
who has provided thought leadership, invented leading edge technology, or 
fostered innovation in Canada? Have they changed the way society thinks about 
a certain topic, or contributed their skills to further the intellectual capital of our 
great nation? As your Member of Parliament, for Canada 150 I will be 
recognizing thought leaders from Aurora--Oak Ridges--Richmond Hill who have 
committed themselves to projects or ideas that will position our nation for 
continued success for the next 150 years.  

Nominate yourself or someone you know by filling out a nomination form on my 
website: LeonaAlleslevMP.ca. Nominations are still being accepted.  
Successful candidates and their nominators will be contacted in the fall of 2017. 

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and property issues  
arising from separating families. A practitioner  
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney
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PMS PMS

THE ONE TO WATCH. 
THE ONE TO WIN.

Cheer on the world’s best as they compete for over $1 MILLION* 
in prize money at North America’s #1 Indoor Horse Show†. 

* total prize money awarded at the 2017 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. †Voted by NARG

ON SALE NOW
ROYALFAIR.ORG

Horse Show tickets also get you a

FULL DAY OF FUN
AT THE FAIR

Take  and  directly
to Exhibition Place

Opposite Top Row: Bringing  
a Celtic flair to Town Park for the  
annual Concert in the Park series, 
which was presented by TD Bank, 
were The Mud Men. (Opposite Second 
Row) Local Irish dancers provided  
entertainment in-between acts, while 
events proved to be a family affair.  
(Opposite Third Tow) The original  
Canadian rock band The Kings 
brought thrills to classic rock bands 
while (Opposite Bottom Row)  
dancers rocked it out before 
the band shell. (Top Left) Each  
concert was emceed by a  
representative from a local  
community group, in this case Activate  
Aurora’s Ron Weese. (Top Right) 
Young Shania fans were invited on 
stage to get into the grove. (Above) 
Cadence brought their unique  
a capella voices to concert-goers. 

Auroran photos 
by Glenn Rodger 

and Brock Weir

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Prices and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. 
Rendering is artist’s concept. Brokers protected. E.&O.E. September 2017.

geranium.com

Visit Today for 
Premium Lot Selection
Located at 14785 Yonge Street, 
Unit 104, Aurora 

905-503-6300

allegroaurora.com

NOW PREVIEWING!

Set on a former golf course, discover a neighbourhood of peaceful tranquility, where you can 

hear the call of birds and the wind rustling the leaves on mature trees taller than the houses 

surrounding them. Yet moments away, the hustle and convenience of Yonge Street awaits.

Allegro is Aurora’s only in-town neighbourhood of magnifi cent new family-sized detached homes. 

Timeless architecture, elegant fi nishes, and superior construction blend with modern layouts in a 

collection of spacious 4 and 5 bedroom residences priced from $2.2 to over $3 million.

52’ & 61’ Luxury Homes 
Set On Mature Treed Lots
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The Under-19 Lady Redbirds took home OWFL gold in August, one of two teams in the program to do so. 
Photo courtesy of Kim Sillcox

Marcello Paniccia celebrates earning his ticket to 
the Rotax Max Challenge in Portugal with a Rotax 
representative in August.       Photo by Steve Paniccia

Double gold for Lady 
Redbirds lacrosse

By Jake Courtepatte

Gold was the colour of  choice for 
this year’s crop of  Newmarket Lady 
Redbirds.

Both the Under-19 and Under-15 
programs won their respective 
Ontario Women’s Field Lacrosse 
championships in August, a first for the 
budding program.

Just one year removed from an early 
round robin exit in the 2016 season, 
the U-19s were the team to beat in this 
year’s provincials, going undefeated 
into the gold medal match. 

Opening with a 6 – 4 win over 
Kawartha and a 12 – 2 win over 
Mimico, the Redbirds earned a bye to 
the weekend’s semifinals, where they 
found themselves down 5 – 4 at halftime 
to a strong Oakville squad.

A resurging speech from head coach 
Fraser Cowell at the halftime led to 
a late comeback, with the Redbirds 
earning a 10 – 6 win to advance to the 
final match.

Kitchener-Waterloo was the 
opponent in a back-and-forth effort, 
with the Redbirds putting up a strong 
defensive effort to take the game and 
the gold medal by a score of  8 – 5.

The Under-15s, no strangers to the 
big game, reached the OWFL final for 
the third straight year, entering as 

defending champions.
Cruising through the B division 

round robin with wins over both Owen 
Sound and Six Nations, they also 
earned a bye to the semifinal, where 
they once again met Owen Sound.  
A decisive 14 – 1 score sent the Redbirds 
to the final, where they met Oshawa, 
and earned the Redbirds their second 
gold of  the day with an 8 – 6 score.

The Under-13 squad also put up a 
valiant effort after moving up a pool 
due to a strong showing on seeding 
weekend, but eventually fell in the 
round robin stage to Orillia in an 
overtime thriller.

Their consolation is a “Coach of  the 
Year” nod for assistant coach Claire 
Palmer, the second year in a row a 
Redbirds coach has taken home the 
honour.

A goalie with Western University, 
Palmer has been a volunteer with the 
program for several years, working 
with all rep team goalies in the summer 
and taking the house league program to 
new heights as coordinator.

Registration for the Redbirds fall 
clinics are open, with sessions running 
Friday evenings at St. Maximilian 
Kolbe in Aurora in September and 
October. All skill levels are welcome.

More information can be found at 
www.redbirds.goalline.ca.

By Jake Courtepatte

At age three, Marcello Paniccia had 
convinced his mom he was going to be a 
professional race car driver.

At age ten, the young phenom 
is turning heads on the track and 
competing at an international level.

Paniccia, whose family lives in 
Aurora, recently booked his ticket to 
compete in the Rotax Max Challenge in 
Portugal, a world championship held in 
early November.

“All I want to do is make Canada 
proud and do my best in Portugal,” 
said Marcello. “Racing is my life and I 
will race in Formula 1 and be the best 
Canadian driver ever.”

Showing such a passion for driving 
at such an early age was a challenge for 
the Pinaccias, who put in “many phone 
calls” before finding a track willing to 
put a kart together for Marcello at the 
age of  six, according to his father, Steve.

“That very day the track owner, Russ 
Bond, was impressed with his ability in 
a kart,” said Steve.

Just one year later, Paniccia won 
the track’s championship, and quickly 
advanced into faster karts.

He won his first Eastern Canadian 
Championship in Quebec at eight years 
old.

“He was always a front runner with 
the veterans of  the track that were at 
very least one year older,” said Steve.

In the lead in points in last year’s 
season, and on his way to qualifying for 
the worlds, Paniccia backed out to get a 
special license to race with groups age 
thirteen and up at only nine years old.

“The season became a half  year of  
driving development,” said Steve. “This 
year it was his rookie year again in the 

Mini Max division, and finished third 
overall in Canada and also earning 
his ticket as the youngest driver to 
Portugal.”

Reaching the world championships 
required a certain amount of  
cumulative points through the Eastern 
Canadian Karting Championship 
series, spread out among Ontario and 
Quebec tracks. 

With just two months to go before 
the competition, Paniccia is on the 
track a minimum of  twice a week, 
training mostly on tracks in Hamilton 
with his team leader Trevor Wickens, 
and the home track of  Robert 
Wickens, a Mercedes Benz DTM 
driver and one of  Paniccia’s idols.  
“I could never do this without my family 
who believe in me and take me to all my 
races and practices,” said Pinaccia.

A GoFundMe page has been set 
up to help cover the enormous cost 
of  the trip, and can be found at www.
gofundme.com/representing-canada-
in-portugual. 

Paniccia dominating the karting track
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Not for Profi t Sports Camp & Retreat Facility Since 1967
www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

Skills
Development

Skating
Development

Ages 6-12
September 14 - 
October 19, 2017

Ages 6-12
September 12 - 
October 17, 2017

HISTORY MADE

Thank you to everyone for your life-changing support. You’ve helped us 
make history and benefit the athletes participating in the first ever Special 
Olympics Ontario - International Youth Games, an event that will see over 
2,000 young athletes and coaches converge on Toronto for a spectacular 
event in celebration of our Golden Anniversary. 
Visit specialolympicsontario.com to learn more.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SWIMMERS

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

50for150.com

Brendan Black
Reid Black

Whitney Black
Andy Desbarats
Jason Goliszek

John Gallagher
Paul Haffenden
Steph Manellis

Chris Rasmussen
Blair Robinson

James Robinson
Kurtis Romanchuk
Jade Scognamillo

Colin Young

THANK YOU TO OUR CREW MORE THANKS TO

Jane & Tony Scognamillo
Kelly & Mike Romanchuk

Christine &Trinity Arsenault
Bob Gordon

Ming Scott
Jody Smith
James Love

Rob Townsend

Head Coach - Nancy Black
Special Olympics Ontario - Lynn Miller & Carolyne Allan

Special Olympics Ontario - Aurora Community
SOLO SWIMS - John Scott & Marilyn Korzekwa
Thank you to all our donors, friends & families

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
Adventure Sports                              The Auroran                               Town of Aurora

Bryan Black, ReMax Hallmark                   Aquapark                                  Nineteen Wetsuits

Mayor’s 
Breakfast of  

Champions Spotlight

Global Gymnastics
At Global Gymnastics, Girls train from 20 to 25 hours per week. All year they have been training hard to 

perfect their skills and achieve their goals, some of which are to make a National Level Athlete and High 

Performance Athlete Status; to get a university scholarship; and the ultimate goal of coarse is to become 

a Champion. Daily girls were overcoming obstacles, studying in school and training in the gym, they fol-

lowed coaches’ instructions without hesitation to improve skills. Global Gymnastics is proud of every ath-

lete that trains in the facility. We admire their dedication and very happy that girls were able to go this far 

in their gymnastics Career.

The Auroran in partnership with 
One Book One Aurora

Investigate and capture the beauty and struggles of what it means to be truly ALIVE! Portraits, 
street scenes, documentary and conceptual – straight from the camera or digital illustrations are 

welcome. Inspire us with your creativity! (iPhone photos are welcome, but no selfies!)
Send your entries labelled “Alive Photography Contest”  

to brock@auroran.com.
The winner will be announced at the Library’s Ontario Public Library Week Open House  

on Mon. Oct. 16 and will receive a gift certificate for a Movie Date Night.  
The winning photograph will be published in The Auroran.
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I was a non-believer, at fi rst.
Earlier this month, Council entered 

into a marathon debate about a particular 
non-issue; specifi cally, the non-issue 
I wrote about last week. Namely: the 
ins and outs of  who should take on the 
responsibilities of  organizing an outdoor 
screening at Town Park, who should take 
the credit for it, and who may or may 
not have been standing in the way of  it 
proceeding as envisioned by the people 
who fi rst fl oated the idea.

In his initial pitch to his fellow 
lawmakers, Councillor John Abel pitched 
it as an “I remember when…” moment 
along the lines of  Canadians fondly 
recalling where they were participating 
in Canada’s Centennial, watching Neil 
Armstrong taking that fi rst small step 
on the moon through a grainy television 
feed, the Canada-Russia hockey series 
the same way, only in colour, watching 
Joe Carter’s home run and, fi nally, Mike 
Weir winning the Masters. 

He was, as thousands of  Aurorans who 
turned out to Town Park on Saturday 
night now know, referring to the fi nal 
farewell concert of  the iconic Tragically 
Hip.

Sceptical that it would be as 
monumental a moment as the Councillor 
suggested, it nevertheless seemed like 
something that would resonate with some 
hardcore music fans in the community 
but, not having been fully bitten by the 
Tragically Hip bug when I was in the full 
bloom of  youth, I had my doubts it would 
be remembered for years down the road. 

Personally, I have my own “I remember 
when…” moments. 

My fi rst three happened in relatively 
quick succession: in 1992, being allowed 
to stay up late for one-night-only to watch 
Johnny Carson’s last episode of  The 
Tonight Show, 1993 being dragged out of  
bed to see the aforementioned Mr. Carter 
take his enthusiastic victory lap after his 
home run (but not the home run itself), 
and being somberly told after school 
one afternoon in 1994 of  John Candy’s 
untimely death.

Fast forward a few years, and there are 
vivid memories of  the evening of  August 
30, 1997 when, fl ipping channels after a 

delicious meal of  Chinese take-out (and 
I still remember everything that was on 
the plate that night), and stumbling upon 
breaking news on the eventually fatal car 
crash of  Diana, Princess of  Wales, and 
staying up for updates on her variously-
reported condition. 

Heading out for school on September 
11, 2001, my initial concerns that morning 
were looking snappy in my olive-green 
button-down and fresh coif  for Grade 10 
picture day. How quickly that changed. 

Then, of  course, there were the back-
to-back Gold Medal wins for Canada’s 
Olympic Hockey teams, the Queen’s two 
most recent Jubilees, and other very 
happy events.

You all have your own; they will 
be great moments of  national and 
international signifi cance, moments of  
sadness, and personal family and career 
triumphs, and they will also be the 
small, insignifi cant things that have an 
importance understood by you and you 
alone.

I did not anticipate the fi nal 
performance of  the Tragically Hip 
entering my personal pantheon of  great 
moments, yet here we are.

After seeing so many local events, be 
they driven by the Town or citizens at 
large, receive lukewarm support from 
the public, despite ample enthusiasm, 
advertising and outreach, I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.

From my standpoint, our articles 
covering the event as it began to 
take shape received a healthy and 
encouraging reception, but that word-
of-mouth excitement so integral to the 
success of  events like these seemed 

neither overwhelming nor obvious. 
That apparent lack of  buzz, combined 

with over a week of  forecasts predicting 
weather threatening to put the kibosh on 
the entire affair, made it seem like a bit of  
a crap shoot.

But, as so many of  you can attest, it 
was anything but a crap shoot.

Despite the mildly ominous skies, close 
to 3,000 people of  all ages fl ocked to Town 
Park to take in the fi nal Hip concert and 
an astonishingly energetic performance 
from lead singer Gord Downie, which 
was nothing short of  an inspiration. 

While many in the crowd were 
undoubtedly fans of  the Hip, I got the 
sense from a good number of  people in 
the crowd were there for reasons other 
than their greatest hits. There was a 
sense of  wanting to be there to pay 
tribute to Downie the man, rather than 
the musician.

There was a desire of  those who 
counted the Tragically Hip as playing a 
pivotal role on the soundtrack of  their 
lives to bring their own young ones to 
the concert to show them what made the 
group so special to them.

Still others came out to hear the 
opening act, the wonderful Spencer 
MacKenzie band, or grab some local 
grub whipped up by the Optimist Club of  
Aurora, or corn grilled up by Mayor and 
Council.

Overall, however, the prevailing 
impression I received was that, whatever 
drove them to Town Park in the fi rst 
place, it was an experience they did not 
want to have around their living room, 
watching on their computer, phone or 
tablet wherever they might be, or seeing 
a recap on the news.

It was an experience they wanted 
to have as a community and that’s 
exactly what unfolded. One hopes in 
the lead-up to Canada’s 150th, Town Hall 
and community groups alike look for 
similar opportunities to bring further 
experiences as these to the community 
and smooth out the process in making it 
a reality. 

You might not be able to catch 
lightning in a bottle, but sometimes it can 
strike twice. 
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Another one for the memory bank

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Hoedown is fast approaching

We have had the opportunity to be 
directly involved in a development 
dispute within the town of  Aurora.

For the last 18 months, neighbours 
and we have been faced with the all 
too topical issue of  having adjacent 
property purchased by a developer 
for the purpose of  higher density 
development.

In our case, the Councillors and 
Mayor gave their personal time, visited 
our properties, heard our concerns and 
informed us of  the various constraints 
and possible outcomes that may lie 
ahead. Ultimately, we garnered a 
majority support from Council to deny 
a developer’s rezoning request and for 
that we were most appreciative. 

Council’s decision was based on 
upholding the planning principles 
incorporated into Aurora’s Offi cial 
Plan. The Aurora Offi cial plan 
accommodates municipal parameters 
for densifi cation as outlined in 
the Growth Plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe. Implementation 
of  the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
densifi cation targets is the reason why 
we see so much intense residential 
development taking place across this 
province. The build out is in the hands 
of  the provincial political parties.

Our local Aurora Council is not the 
driver for the magnitude or density of  
changes we are experiencing.

The process that followed was the 
right of  a developer to launch an appeal 
to the Ontario Municipal Board.

At this stage, OMB representatives 
are assigned and with predisposed 
preferences for development and 
obvious disinterest in residential 
and offi cial municipal plan decisions, 
almost always award the legal decision 
in favour of  the developer. What our 
Council did do was direct town staff  to 
acquire OMB expert legal assistance 

Pro-development label of 
Council is “unfair”

Music 
Photography 

Contest

The Auroran in partnership with OneBookOneAurora
Use your creati ve skills to bring your music experience to the viewer in this One Book One Aurora – 
inspired photography contest. Get close and inti mate at a live performance or introspecti ve with your art 
as you listen to a favourite piece. Winners to be announced at the Aurora Public Library’s Ontario Public 
Library Week Open House on Monday, October 17th. Winning entries will be featured in The Auroran.

 Send your entries labelled “Music Photography Contest” to brock@auroran.com
  1st Prize: two free passes for a movie night AND a hardcopy of Under the Visible Life
  2nd Prize: a hardcopy of Under the Visible Life

Employees/Judges/Board members of APL and their immediate families are ineligible to win.

Summer winding down and folks 
returning from vacation mode to 
prepare for the beginning of  school 
year means only one thing to me.

It will soon be time for the largest 
community event in York Region once 
again.

One that has raised over 9 million 
dollars in support of  hundreds of  local 
organizations.

This will be the 28th version of  the 
Magna Hoedown. Although people are 
now turning their attention to and 
formulating their plans to attend, those 
of  us involved in the planning and 
execution of  this great event have been 
hard at it for months.

The event has always been incredible 
and this year, we have assembled all the 
ingredients to bring this community 
the best show ever!

I am always asked about Magna’s 
commitment to the event. Magna 
continues to cover all the costs related to 
Hoedown. It is a community fundraiser, 
a not a for-profi t event. That’s what 
makes it so different from the other 
country festivals and events that have 
sprung up over the last 28 years. 

Frankly, it’s the only reason we 
Hoedown. 

We remain true to our vision of  
supporting organizations in our 
community, who provide services in 
our community, improving the quality 
of  life for not only the disenfranchised 
but for all of  us who call this home.

It’s important that when you 
purchase your Hoedown tickets, it’s the 
charities and community groups you’re 
supporting.

I am proud to work for such a leader 
in corporate social responsibility as 
Magna and look forward to seeing y’all 
at Hoedown. 

For more information and tickets: 
www.hoedown.ca

Steve Hinder
Magna for Community 

Continued on page 5

Alive!
PhotographyContest
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Kids in need to experience life-changing magic of theatre
By Brock Weir 

Live theatre has always been known 
to weave a little magic, but when you 
start young this magic can help you for 
the rest of  your life.

Over 20 local underprivileged kids 
will get to experience this magic first 
hand this fall thanks to Marquee 
Theatrical Productions – and your 
support for Magna’s Wild, Wild West 
Hoedown.

The Aurora-based Marquee is one 
of  20 community partners for this 
year’s Hoedown, York Region’s biggest 
fundraising party, which will take 
place September 15 and 16 at Magna’s 
Wellington Street East headquarters.

Each of  the 20 organizations will 
receive a share of  100 per cent of  this 
year’s proceeds, and Marquee will be 
using their share of  the pot to broaden 
the theatrical – and life – horizons of  
children who might not otherwise have 
the opportunity. 

“We always apply hoping to be 
selected, but we never expect to,” says 
Marquee’s Sheryl Thomas, “but we are 
thrilled and honoured because it just 
validates what we do, that our work is 
worthwhile in our community, and the 
funding is always so very much needed 
here. We’re finding we’re getting so 
many kids from York Region we’re 
actually bursting at the seams. We’re 
clearly serving our community with 
something they need and want.”

Oftentimes, however, money can be a 
barrier to actually receiving what you 
want and need, barriers Ms. Thomas 
says need to be broken down. 

“All of  our fundraisers here in York 
Region help us to help kids come to our 
programming,” she says. “Usually they 
are kids from foster families, Girls Inc., 
sometimes Yellow Brick House or the 
Children’s Aid Society. They are kids 
who are less fortunate, so what we do 
is raise funds to pay for them to come 
here, be a kid, have fun, be accepted, 
and learn amazing skills through a fun 
activity, which is musical theatre.

“They are just like every other kid, 
but they just don’t have the money. That 

is a silly barrier and it shouldn’t be a 
barrier to them coming here to learn 
just like everyone else. Some of  them 
will come with behavioural issues and 
things like that, but it is something that 
we are able to work through.

“I am sure many of  them will come 
with low self-esteem, low self-image, 
confidence and that kind of  thing and 
that is the greatest life skill I hear from 
most parents. 80 per cent of  parents 
for sure say that this is the greatest 
thing they have seen in the growth of  
their child and that applies later to 
other elements in their life, whether 
it is doing a speech at school or just 
going into a restaurant and ordering 
something for themselves. Little small 
things that you know, to your child, is 
massive. It is communication skills and 
they are critical. Huge, huge, huge.”

Some of  the Hoedown funds will 
also go towards helping Marquee pay 
royalties and secure the rights for 
theatrical productions that keep their 
services in demand. By helping cover 
those costs, it, in turn, helps keep the 
user fees the same across the board. 

With that in mind, Marquee has a 
full slate coming up this fall.

Their adult cast productions begin 
this fall with All Shook Up, a musical 
based around the iconic tracks of  
Elvis Presley, followed by the classic 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang – and the fan-
favourite centrepiece automobile is 
already being assembled in Marquee’s 
Industrial Parkway North workshop. 

The intermediate youth groups 
will be tackling The Sound of  Music 
and The Lion King, while the kinders 
(ages four to six) will bring to life 
Willy Wonka Kids and The Journey 
To Oz. 

Teens, on the other hand, will focus 
on the classic A Chorus Line and the 
more recent favourite The Addams 
Family. 

“We did The Addams Family with 
our summer camps and we did a 
junior version,” says Ms. Thomas. 
“The teens that I had hired as staff  
this summer fell in love with the 
show so much because it is so funny, 

the music is so great and there are 
so many opportunities for parts for 
people they came to me asking to do 
the show – so we’re doing the show!”

But first: Hoedown.
The Marquee Team is busy out in 

the community pulling their weight 
by selling Hoedown Tickets. They 
have been frequent fixtures at the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market selling 
tickets books at a time, and they 
were at Upper Canada Mall this past 
Saturday selling tickets as well.

In previous years, they would have 
sold a bounty of  tickets during their 
summer camp shows but a snag at the 
other end meant tickets weren’t ready 
by the time of  performance, leading 
them to seek other ways to meet a 

shortfall.
“I think we have picked up some 

momentum,” says Ms. Thomas. “We 
have added an incentive to our fall 
program for people where there is a 
discount to their fall tuition fees if  
they sell a book, and it is cumulative 
for each book. If  people buy their 
tickets from marquee, every penny of  
the ticket they have purchased from 
Marquee goes towards sponsoring 
a child to come to Marquee, a child 
who would not otherwise have the 
opportunity to do so.”

For more information on how to buy 
your tickets from Marquee, visit www.
marqueetp.com. For more on Hoedown, 
visit www.hoedown.ca.

Sheryl Thomas of Marquee Theatrical Productions. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.
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& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Every Child Can!

SUZUKI 
VIOLIN 
& VIOLA  
LESSONS  
FOR ALL AGES AND ABILITIESnewmarket 

violin  
studio

905-898-4726
email: newmarketviolinstudio@gmail.com

HEART-STRINGS

©2017 Kumon Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

This school year, give your  
child an academic advantage.

50% OFF REGISTRATION*

Kumon of Aurora - Yonge & Edward
265 Edward Street, Unit 17 

905-900-0475 • jyeung@ikumon.com

Mention this ad to receive

*Offer valid only at this centre 
until September 30, 2017

Kids got a flavour of all the things Hillary House had to offer over the summer with Discovery Days for Kids. 
The National Historic Site is throwing open its doors once again this month for Culture Days – and also 
taking the show on the road to the former Church Street School 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

School is in session with AHS 
on Culture Days!

By Erika Mazanik
AHS Curator 

The Aurora Historical Society is 
once again branching out for Culture 
Days.

This year, we will have not only one, 
but two locations to share Aurora’s 
amazing history on Saturday, 
September 30.

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Hillary 
House (15372 Yonge 
Street) will be open for 
FREE house tours.

This will be your last 
opportunity to visit the 
house during regular 
open hours and see our 
latest exhibit 150 Years 
Yonge.

AHS will take you through the 
history of  Yonge Street and its role 
in the formation of  Canada. Through 
the centuries, Yonge Street has had 
a large impact on early Canadian 
settlement, including the first 
settlers of  Aurora.

We encourage you to come visit 
this important exhibit before it is 
gone.

After that, head on over to 
the Aurora Cultural Centre at 22 
Church Street from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
where class is in session with AHS 
Educator Leigha Cooney, who will be 
teaching free lessons on the lost art 
of  calligraphy.

First, you will decode a letter from 
a local Aurora resident, then practice 
your skills using various methods 
(including a traditional slate with 

chalk!) and finally end 
off  with writing your 
own letter using a dip or 
feather pen.

Staff  will also have 
a display of  the Hillary 
Archives, so you can see 
for yourself  just how 
people wrote in the past.

Set in the location of  Aurora’s very 
first school, it’s the perfect location to 
learn a new skill, or maybe improve 
an old one.

For more information on AHS and 
our Culture Days activities contact 
Leigha Cooney at leigha.cooney@
aurorahs.com or 905-727-8991.  
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SENIOR SCAPE
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Soup is on at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market!

15483 Yonge Street, Unit1A/B, Aurora  |  www.drummershangout.ca info@
drummershangout.ca  |  www.facebook.com/drummershangout 

tel#905 503 7300

We are now 
accepting 

students 
of all levels 
and ages
 in our professional 
teaching studios!

LIMITED SPACE!

Call: 905-895-2009  Email: info@idancestudio.ca Visit: www.idancestudio.ca 
16945 Leslie St., Unit 10 (Leslie/Mulock)

STUDIO
iDance Celebrating 

8  Years of 

Success!

Classes start September 9th so Register NOW!
Online Registration 

OPEN WEDNESDAYS 5pm–8pm for tours or by appointment

Ages 2.5 & up. Parent Viewing Monitors. Award Winning Competitive Team. 
Recreational Program. Audition for Competitive Performance Team. Homework stations. 

2 Bright studios. Competitive Pricing. Qualifi ed Teachers. Annual Recital in May.
Age appropriate music, costumes and choreography.

Register NOW for Fall Classes!

BALLET & JAZZ EXAMS

ALL BOYS HIP HOP  

ADULT TAP 

JAZZ  |  TAP  |  BALLET  

MUSICAL THEATRE  

LYRICAL  |  ACRO 

 HIP HOP

By Jan Freedman 
and Shirley Wiedemeyer

There are many aspects to “culture” 
in society, but the culture of  food is one 
of  the most celebrated. The Aurora 
Farmers’ Market and Artisan Fair 
invites you to celebrate Culture Days on 
Saturday, September 30 at a Soup Fest 
honouring Canada’s Sesquicentennial.

Market chefs have created delicious 
soups for your 
enjoyment, each 
with a Canadian 
profile or history. 
Ingredients will be 
primarily sourced 
from the Market 
and recipes will be 
posted on the AFM 
website.

C a t h y 
(Catharina’s Café) 
will be making a 
Bean and Bacon 
Soup inspired 
by a recipe from 
“Pioneer Village 
Canadian Settlers 
Recipe Book”.

The Indigenous peoples introduced 
this soup to early settlers and the 
simmering smells and taste remind 
Cathy of  the hearty soup her dad used 
to bring home. 

Jan (Jan’s Country Pantry) is 
serving a Parmentier Soup, which is 
Vichyssoise served hot and without the 
cream. This selection was made based 
on Jan’s love of  the versatile potato. 
When treated with respect and with 
limited adornments of  butter, cream or 
cheese, potatoes are nutritious, being 
high in vitamins and potassium.

Gabriel (Gabriel’s Café) will be 
offering a Canadian Cheddar Soup 
inspired by his love of  cheese. 
Canada’s cheddar is well known and 
respected internationally, and features 
prominently in many dishes.

Pascal (La Brehandaise Catering) 
has selected a Potage Cultivateur 
Farmer Soup. This hearty soup is a fine 
example of  classical French cuisine 

and has its origins 
in the medieval 
cuisine of  northern 
France.

The recipe was 
chosen because 
it is simple and 
economical to make 
- if  you don’t use 
too much bacon!

Chad (Speak 
Easy Fine 
Foods) found his 
inspiration for a 
flavourful Curried 
Squash and Apple 
Soup in the many 
varieties of  apples 
grown in Canada. 

The main ingredients of  squash and 
apples will be readily available at 
the Market from now until the end 
of  October when the outdoor season 
concludes.

Start your Culture Day experience 
with a sampling of  the many aromas, 
textures and flavours created by Market 
chefs and have your Culture Days 
passport stamped to win prizes.

The Aurora Farmers’ Market and 
Artisan Fair is located at Town Park, 49 
Wells Street.  To learn more about the 
Market, visit theaurorafarmersmarket.
com.

Jan Freedman of Jan’s Country Pantry hands out cups of fresh lemonade at the Aurora Farmers’ Market. 
This month, as part of Culture Days, farmers and chefs will be handing out cups of something altogether 
more savoury. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

the comings and goings seem to be 
slowing down. Don’t feel sad, be happy, 
make the most of  your days, dear 
friends, never look back but only with 
gratitude in your hearts.

And if  you are truly organized as 
our Evergreen choir music girl Sylvia 
is, then you probably already have your 
Christmas shopping done.

However, hopefully you are like me; 
as soon as I see the first snow, then I go 
shopping and brave the malls. I would 
like to take this opportunity to invite 
you to join our awesome choir, as we 
especially remember one of  our own, 
dear Bud Switzer, the man with the 
booming voice, who is sorely missed by 
us all.

Come on Wednesdays afternoon 
here at the center from 1.45 – 3 p.m., 
make new friends, find old friends and 
sing, sing, sing.  Happy September to 

everyone.

HAPPENINGS AT THE SENIORS’ CENTRE
Tuesday night movies start at 6:30 

sharp. They are limited to members 
only and for $1.50 you see a popular 
movie plus you get a drink and popcorn. 
Such a deal!

Try it Week starts Monday, September 
11 and continues to Friday, September 
15. You will have an opportunity to try 
a number of  activities to see if  you 
enjoy them.

Bocce is held outside every Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings at 9 a.m. It 
will continue during September, while 
the weather holds.

Bedside Manners at Herongate 
Barn Theatre on October 12. If  you are 
interested in attending, which includes 
a buffet lunch, then call Andrew at 
905 727 3123 ext. 3611. It costs $86 for 
members and $93 for non-members.
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Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MENNONITE HAND-CRAFTED 
SOLID WOOD CUSTOM DESIGNED

25
Years 
in Business 

Choice of Stains/Delivery & Set-Up 

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

8, there were four proposals submitted. 
They were evaluated on experience 

and qualifications of  the firm and project 
team members, the understanding, 
approach and methodology towards 
the project, and value added services, 
all adding up to 85 possible points. The 
Planning Partnership checked most of  
the boxes, scoring 82.5 and coming in as 
“the least expensive of  the three firms 
that passed the final stage,” clocking in 
at $132,635. 

Previously, Council approved 
$500,000 for the demolition of  the 
buildings and detailed design services 
from Council’s Discretionary Reserve 
Fund. 

This week, however, Council will 
also be considering a notification 
to the public of  its intent to use a 
portion of  the Town’s Hydro Reserves, 
a fund started from the proceeds of  
Aurora Hydro which is now sitting 
at approximately $35 million, for the 
further development of  the Cultural 
Precinct.

Under the terms of  the Hydro Fund, 
public notification must be made when 
the Town plans to dip into the account 
to fund significant projects and that 
time might soon be here. 

“Staff  expect the issue of  allocating 
principal portions from the Aurora 
Hydro Sale Investment Reserve Fund 
will arise this fall or early winter,” says 

Town Treasurer Dan Elliott. “Council 
has discussed the development of  
the Cultural Precinct Plan over the 
last couple of  years. During those 
discussions, it was noted that funding 
for the implementation of  such plans 
would likely require the use of  some of  
the hydro funds. 

“It is unclear when Council will 
be in a position to consider accessing 
the hydro funds. In addition, its 
decision may become time sensitive. 
To avoid forcing Council to be delayed 
in making potentially time sensitive 
decisions, staff  recommend providing 
notice to comply with the bylaw at 
this time. Such notice will seek those 
persons who are interested in this 
topic to register with the Clerk’s Office 
to be subsequently notified directly of  
the meeting date where funds may be 
allocated once the date is set.

“Although the timing [is unclear] it 
is possible that such discussions may 
become time sensitive. The public 
requirement of  the existing bylaw 
could delay decisions as much as 45 or 
50 days depending on publication dates 
and meeting calendar dates. To avoid 
time sensitivities, staff  recommend 
giving the required public notice 
now of  Council’s intent to consider 
such allocations. Such notice will 
solicit those interested in following or 
delegating to Council on this issue to 
register with the Clerk.”

St. Max grad Kristen Harrington receives her 2017 Give Back Award from Newmarket Mayor Tony Van 
Bynen, right, and Magna’s Steve Hinder this past spring. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Harrington heads to university at the top of her class
By Brock Weir

All she wanted to do was do the best she 
could to secure a place to university.

Well, Kristen Harrington achieved that 
– and then some! – this spring. 

Now she is spending this week settling 
into her new university routine, perhaps 
bolstered by the fact she graduated top of  
her class at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School. 

Kristen graduated St. Max with 
impressive 98.83 average, coming out on 
the top of  the heap at the popular Aurora 
high school and the graduate with the 
eighth highest average across the entire 
York Catholic District School Board in a 
slate of  the top graduates from all 16 York 
Region Catholic high schools.

“I did not have a specific goal in mind, 
in that sense,” says Harrington, who will 
be studying science at Queen’s University 
in Kingston once classes start. “I just 
wanted to do the best I could to get into 
universities. I really loved science and 
math, enjoyed physics and chemistry, and 
all the math courses I took were right up 
my alley. 

“I felt honoured [to find out I had the 
top grade] because all my peers at St. Max 
are incredibly bright people, and I know 
lots of  people in the community who are 
hard-working and smart individuals. So, 
to see I was among those people was really 

nice to hear.”
This is just the latest accolade received 

by Harrington. 
Earlier this year, she was recognized by 

Magna International and Neighbourhood 
Network as a recipient of  the 2017 Give 
Back Awards, a scholarship program 
founded by former Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Belinda Stronach to recognize 
students who contribute and “give back” 
not only to their school community but 
the wider community as well.

First instituted as a program 
to recognize students in Aurora 
and Newmarket, it now provides 
scholarships to all communities in which 
Neighbourhood Network operates within 
York Region. 

“When I heard I received the Give 
Back Award, I was incredibly honoured 
because I know there is such a large group 
of  teenagers my age who are doing a lot to 
help the community, so to be chosen from 
amongst this group was an honour,” she 
says. “I applied in the first place because I 
had a fair number of  [community service] 
hours and I was told by my school officials 
to apply for every scholarship you can 
because you never know what you might 
win!”

Her journey giving back to her 
community began in Grade 8. The athletic 
Harrington, no stranger to softball, took 
things to the next level, spending time as 
a coach in the sport for up and coming 
athletes.

By the time she was in Grade 8, she 
developed a passion for working with kids 
with special needs. 

“I had a friend who was working 
with kids with special needs and I really 
admired who they were and what they 
did, so I joined their program and started 
working with them,” she explains. 
“Eventually, I worked my way up through 
the programs and was eventually hired 
to work with kids with special needs in 
youth programs.

“It gave me a lot of  perspective on how 
fortunate I am to be able to do everything 
I set my mind to. It also gave me a lot of  
understanding about other people and 
what they’re going through. I made a lot 
of  friendships and realised that everyone 
is kind and has something special about 
them.”

It is not just local youngsters who have 
benefited from Harrington’s community 
service, she has become a familiar face 
to seniors living in Southlake Village, the 
seniors’ care facility adjacent to Southlake 
Regional Health Centre.

Harrington, given her love of  science, 
always gravitated towards volunteer 
opportunities at the local hospital and 
when a chance came up at Southlake 
Village, she seized it. There, she visited 
with seniors, helped bring them snacks 
and even ran bingo nights!

And yet, through all her community 
service, she was able to find the time to 
maintain that impressive average. 

“It really is all about balance,” she says. 
“You have to spend time with family and 
friends, but work hard when you need to 
for school. You have to find a way to spend 
your time so you are enjoying yourself  
but also working towards your goals.”

Need for Hydro funds could come as 
early as this fall: Staff
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Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
In Celebration of  Canada’s 150 anniversary, you have 

the opportunity to paint a piece of  Aurora’s history in 
a unique Mosaic Mural format. The completed mural 
will be mounted within a Town facility as a reminder of  
Canada’s 150. The mural requires 600 tiles to be painted 
to create an 8 ft x 12 ft Community Mural. You do not 
need to be an artist, all skill and ages are welcome. This 
is a free event and all supplies will be provided. The time 
commitment is a maximum of  45 minutes, but the legacy 
piece is timeless. Skylight Gallery at Aurora Town Hall. 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
Amnesty’s Aurora-Newmarket Group will be present 

at the Aurora Farmers Market. Drop by and find out 
more about how Amnesty International helps ordinary 
people stand up against human rights abuses around 
the world. Our group meets monthly from September to 
May. For more info, call Renee 905-713-6713, or visit www.
amnesty.ca or amnestyaurora.wordpress.com.

* * * * 
Theatre Aurora (150 Henderson Drive) will hold a 

huge fundraiser garage sale today from 8 – 1 p.m. “We 
are purging our set pieces, props and costumes and 
will be selling it all at low, low prices to raise money 
for the theatre! Craft tables and a 50/50 draw will also 
be available.” Two for one tickets to their upcoming 
production of  Death of  a Salesman will also be available. 

* * * * 
The Town of  Aurora hosts the second annual 

Multicultural Festival at Town Park today from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Come and celebrate Aurora’s cultural heritage 
and diversity. There will be music, dancing, food, games, 
crafts and lots of  family fun.

* * * * 
Eating Disorders of  York Region’s Riverwalk 

Wellness Centre will host their fifth annual Songs to 
Recovery Concert today at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
from 1 – 4 p.m. “Join us as we celebrate art and autumn 
with a musical concert and art show! Riverwalk presents 
a café series in communities across York Region 
culminating in the Songs to Recovery Art Show and 
Concert.” Open seating, door open at 12.30 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 or $5 for seniors and students. www.edoyr.com.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Hospice King-Aurora-Richmond Hill will hold their 

annual general meeting today from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
their 350 Industrial Parkway South headquarters. 

* * * * 
Canadian Blood Services will host a blood donor 

clinic today from 2.30 – 7.30 p.m. at Our Lady of  Grace 
Catholic Church’s Lynett Hall (16 Catherine Avenue). It’s in 
you to give.

* * * * 
Toastmasters invites residents to its Showcase Meeting 

tonight from 7 – 9 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall to network with 
members and participate in a meeting that will include 
prepare speeches, impromptu speeches and an overview 
of  the organization and program. The public is invited to 
attend this Showcase Meeting to learn what Toastmasters 
has to offer. Toastmasters International is a world leader in 
communication and personal development where members 
improve their speaking and leadership skills by attending 
one of  the 15,900 clubs in 142 countries that make up our 
global network of  meeting locations. Northern Lights 
Toastmasters meets twice each month at 7 p.m. at the Aurora 
Town Hall, Leksand Room (Wellington Street and John West 
Way). For more information about this event and the club, 
please visit www.toastmastersaurora.org.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 1 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora.  This 
month’s speaker is Keith Pitts and the topic is: Make 
Canada Affordable Again. For more information on this 
month’s speaker please call Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New 
Members Welcome! Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or be 
our guest at the meeting.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Come out for the love of  classic and custom cars – and 

support Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York in the process – at 
the annual fundraiser presented by the Highway 11 Cruisers 
Car Club and New Roads Automotive Group. The event will 
take place at the new Gormley GO Station (one light west of  
Highway 404 on Stouffville Road) from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Over 
30 class and specialty awards plus numerous door prizes 
and raffles. $5 day of  donation to Big Brothers Big Sisters 
for spectator parking. $10 day of  donation for show vehicle 
registration. Every show vehicle that registers will receive 
a $20 gift certificate to be used at any New Roads Automotive 
Group Parts or Service Department. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
The Newmarket Prostate Cancer Support Group 

wil host their regular meeting today from 7 – 9 p.m. 
at the Newmarket Seniors’ Meeting Place (472 Davis 
Drive, Halls 4 & 5). Ruth Barker, Regional Lead, Person-
Centred Care Patient & Family Advisory Committee 
Stronach Cancer Centre, will be conducting a virtual 
tour of  the facility. Everyone is welcome. For further 
information, call 908-895-1975.

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO DENTURE CLINIC

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION

DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

KARATE

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but if you want to be there when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING

Benjamin Moore Paint 
Residential / Commercial       3 Years Written Warranty

12+ Years Experience
www.everlastpainters.ca
416-892-1805

FREE 
ESTIMATES

3 Years 
Written Warranty

HR Denture 
Clinic

Book Your

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Seniors Discount
Today

P R O V I D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N  A U R O R A

• Full & Partial Dentures 
• Repairs, Relines & Cleaning 
   While You Wait
• Implant Support Dentures 
• Soft Liners for Sensitive Gums 
• All Insurance Plans Accepted905•841•6000

NO DENTIST 
REFERRAL NEEDED

OPEN 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
LABORATORY ON PREMISE

www.hrdenture.ca  | 14834 Yonge St., Aurora (Yonge & Brookland across from LCBO)

Personalized 
Cosmetic 
Dentures

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLSNORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS
14800 Yonge St. Aurora ON  (No Frills & Staples Plaza) 

905-726-8886         
aurora@northernkarate.com 

bring this flyer to receive a free week of Karate lessons!CALL TODAY
aurora@northernkarate.com 

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com1.844.732.7575

1153 Canal Road, Bradford, ON. L3Z 4E2
info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

Kids...looking to make some Extra Money?
 

SENIORS WELCOME
Carriers needed to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday. 

Earn money while getting exercise.  Contact Cephise 416-505-2770
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OFFICE SPACE TO 
RENT: Downtown 
Yonge St. Ample 
Parking. For infor-
mation call Telly. 905 
-717-4073.

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
R E G I S T E R E D 
RECES required 
for local school 
aged child care 
centres in Aurora. 
Must have experi-
ence working with 
children ages 4-12 
years. Available 
for part time split 
shift Monday to 
Friday 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at 
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com.

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
1 0 0 % s h e e p s k i n 
c o a t .  P e r f e c t  
condition.  Only 
worn twice. Best of-
fer. For more infor-
mation and to view 
905-727-6497.

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Re-
tail Butchers with 
a minimum of  2 to 
3 years of  direct 
hands on experi-
ence in meat cut-
ting and processing. 
Duties include cut-
ting and sectioning 
of  meat, skinning 
and removing blem-
ishes, deboning rab-
bits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts 
and preparing for 
wholesale and re-
tail sales. HS diplo-
ma or equivalent 
required. Positions 
offered are perma-
nent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr 
for 42.5 hrs a week, 
OT after 44 hrs a 
week. Please apply 
in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in 
Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepack-
ers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or via 
phone at 1-519-848-
2107.

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY 
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email resume 
to: stepheno@inter-
cityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 
905-597-0227.

M E R C U R Y  
DINER Line Cook:  
Experienced &  
Reliable. Includ-
ing prep-work.Call 
Alex at 905 713 1600 
or 416 488 6096

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

LOST AND FOUND

DEATH NOTICE

L A R G E  
FILING CABINET 
4 drawers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

fresh market
TM

1700 King Road KING CITY, Ontario
416-736-6606 x301

3300 Rutherford Road VAUGHAN, Ontario

Join our Team!

NOW HIRING
Permanent Full Time Positions
KING CITY      •     VAUGHAN
Now Hiring Sous Chefs, Prep Cooks, Line Cooks,

Pizza Cooks,` Servers, and MORE!

Apply in-store, or email resume to
careers@coppas.com

At Coppa’s Fresh Market, we know that employees are very important 
to building a successful business and giving our customers the best 
shopping experience possible.

We take pride in being a very special place for our customers to shop 
and our employees to work. That’s why we offer an exciting workplace 
with opportunities to grow, learn and share.

If you love creating an exceptional shopping experience
and are driven by excellence then we want
to hear from you. Come grow your
career with us.

WWW.COPPAS.COM

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Our indoor cat, Whiskey, escaped from our 
home, near King Road & Dufferin Street 
intersection, on Saturday, July 28. He is a 
declawed and neutered, black & white
Tuxedo cat with green eyes and a pink nose. 
He is now in urgent  need of his medication. 
We are offering a $500 reward for his safe
return.  Please contact 647-982-4415.

MISSING
SINCE JULY 28 IN 

KING CITY

Dr. Arthur Wesley Cragg, D.Phil., 
January 18, 1941 – August 26, 2017 

 
Born in Bowmanville to Rev. Arthur Cragg and Florence (Clare).  Husband of Mary Boyd 

Cragg (nee Newbery), father of David (HyeRan), Beth (Peter), and Paul (Anna), grandfather of 
Noah, Hannah, Theo, Mila, Nellie, and Flynn.  Survived by brother David (Barb) and sister Clare 
(Willie).  Passed away at home in Aurora, surrounded by family.   

 
Wes received his MA from the University of Alberta and D.Phill from Oxford  

University as a Rhodes Scholar.  From 1967 to 1992 he was a professor of philosophy at Laurentian  
University, where he developed an interdisciplinary program in Law and Justice and  edited and  
published Contemporary Moral Issues, the first Canadian textbook on moral issues, which  shaped the  
Canadian philosophical discussions of ethics.   

 
In 1992, Wes became the first George R. Gardiner professor of Business Ethics at the Schulich 

School of Business at York University, where he worked to ensure that ethics became a core 
part of the MBA program. His early research and teaching were pioneering in a business school  
setting where the introduction of ethical considerations was initially met with substantial resistance.  
He worked hard to change perceptions, ultimately earning international recognition and respect 
and making great strides for the integration of ethics in the business field.  Following ‘retirement’ 
in 2006, Wes founded the Canadian Business Ethics Research Network (CBERN), promoting  
business ethics initiatives and research in Canada by encouraging networking and dialogue 
across the private, government, NGO and academic sectors. Wes was a past president of the  
Canadian Philosophical Society and the John Howard Society of Canada, and the founding Chair and  
President of the Canadian Chapter of Transparency International. 

 
His personality was such that his commitment and engagement with public and corporate 

ethics shone through all his actions and words, and he matched this moral commitment to a 
very precise and analytical mind.  He was dedicated to the causes he held dear, and worked  
tirelessly to promote the  importance of fighting corruption at home and around the world through  
transparency, accountability, solidarity, courage, justice and democracy.  

 
Wes loved and was fiercely loyal to his family. He loved spending time with them at the cottage 

and on canoe trips. Wes was always working on a wood pile and had a beautiful J-stroke.  He was, 
in essence, a piler of wood and hewer of water. He enjoyed sports and derived much joy from 
his athletic pursuits; he played hockey and tennis, was a black diamond downhiller and an avid 
cross country skier. He was passionate about music and an accomplished pianist.  He travelled  
extensively and found inspiration in the beauty and complexity of the world.   Man of faith and 
son of the manse, Wes loved to sing in the choir and taught a Kerygma Bible study. His Christian 
faith guided his personal and professional actions.  

 
Wes was a man of integrity, generosity and determination who spent his life trying to make the 

lives of the people around him better.  He will be missed.   
 
A service will be held on Saturday, September 9 at 10:30am at Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora.  

In memory of Wes, please consider a donation in his name to the John Howard Society of Canada 
or to a student scholarship in business ethics: www.giving.yorku.ca/cragg

Advertising Works!
To advertise in this section 

call us at 
905-727-3300

ext. 102
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15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

15105 Yonge Street 
Suite 100, Aurora 

(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
AURORA’S 2016 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

Service with Professionalism
LENARD LIND

Service with Professionalism
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.comwww.hallmarklindrealty.com
905-841-0000 lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 90001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

OUR TEAM

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may applyCall today for a free property evaluation!**

WOW!  3700 SF!  FORMER SHOWHOME!  FINISHED BASEMENT!  POOL!

2 ACRES!  EXCLUSIVE COURT!  AURORA’S HAZELBURN ESTATES!!

$2,499,999

$1,598,888

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 34 Charing Cres., Aurora – Bathurst north of Bloomington to signs!  Have it all on demand child-safe crescent in southwest Aurora!  2-storey foyer!  Floating 
oak staircase!  Updated centre island kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel appliances open to spacious family room with 2-way floor-to-ceiling gas fireplace! Main 
floor den! Master with enticing ensuite!  Bright professionally finished open concept lower level too!  Private oasis backyard and saltwater pool!

Meticulously maintained!  Modern neutral décor!  3 car garage!  Separate entrance to potential inlaw suite on main floor too!  Spacious entertaining-sized principle rooms!  
Huge centre island kitchen with granite counter & stainless steel appliances “open” to spacious family room!  Bright professionally finished walk-out lower level too!

$3,250,000

RICHMOND HILL!  5200 SF “CHARACTER” OFFICE BUILDING 
WITH 21 PARKING ON ½ ACRE!

Curb appeal and much more!  Great visibility on Leslie Street with over 130 feet of frontage!  
Bring your head office here!  Two-storey reception!  Floating oak staircase!  Numerous 2 
station offices!  Boardroom, kitchen, 3 washrooms and open business 
area on lower level too!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and Highway 407! $3,500,000

  MEDICAL/COMMERCIAL/OFFICE BUILDING!  
8000 SF!  28 PARKING!

Newmarket!  1/4 + acre lot!  4 entrances!  Open zoning!  Curb appeal and visibility in hospital 
expansion area on Davis Drive!  Great long-term tenants!  Some vacant space for own occu-
pier – why pay rent?  5 washrooms!  Numerous offices – 4000 SF retail 
and 4000 SF office!  5 minutes to Highway 404 and transit at the door! 

$745,000

WOW – VALUE HERE!  CENTURY HOME 
IN “OLDE” NEWMARKET!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 599 Pearson St., Prospect north of Mulock to signs! 
Shows great!  Updated eat-in kitchen open to solarium and walk-out to deck!  Sep. formal 
spacious LR & DR!  Main fl oor laundry!  Oversized master & 3 more bedrooms!  Potential 
“bachelor suite” in lower level with sep. entrance!  Oversized detached 
garage/shop with loft and power! $998,888

 AURORA!  POOL – PRIVACY – 4 BEDROOMS! 
FINISHED BASEMENT AND MORE!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm – 25 Harmon Ave., Wellington east of Bathurst to signs!  
Wow – have it all on a fully fenced & nicely landscaped 50 ft. lot siding to greenspace!  Large 
LR-DR combo!  Updated kitchen with stainless steel appliances & bright walk-out to deck 
& pool!  Spacious family room overlooking pool!  Master with inviting ensuite & walk-in closet!  Bright 
prof. fi n open concept lower level with 5th bedroom, 3pc bath & huge rec room!


