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Hate crime 
investigation launched 

following graffiti 
By Brock Weir

York Regional Police are treating 
an incident of  racist graffiti on 
McClellan Way as a hate crime.

A racist slur, as well as swastika, 
were found spray painted on the 
southwest Aurora street over the 
weekend, leaving area residents 
shaken, and prompting neighbours 
and municipal staff  alike to spring 
into action to remove the offending 
words.

An investigation was launched on 
CONCERT FOR EMMA – An afternoon of music organized by budding violinist Sofia, front left, to  
support friend Emma Neagu’s cancer fight, was washed out Saturday but spirits remained high under 
the protective cover of the Town Park Band Shell. 

Aurora photo by Glenn Rodger
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North Star Windows & Doors can help 
you save money on your energy bills 

throughout the entire year.
Windows that keep you 

cool in the summer 
and warm and cozy in the winter!
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TRUE COLOURS – York Region proudly displayed its rainbow in the annual York Region Pride Parade held on Newmarket’s Historic Main Street.  
Participating in the parade were (main) Reccia Mandelcorn, Manager of Community Collaboration for the Aurora Public Library, (inset left) leaders from York 
Pride Fest, and (inset right) Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson who participated in a smudging ceremony. For more, see Page 18. 
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Golf course developers, Council move to 
“minimize disruption”

By Brock Weir

Municipal staff  will have until July 4 to 
present an outline to Council on how the 
concerns of  neighbours surrounding the 
former Highland Gate golf  course will be 
addressed before redevelopment goes into 
full swing.

Council passed a motion from 
Councillors Wendy Gaertner and Tom 
Mrakas last week calling on staff  to spell 
out the next steps in the process, before 
final agreements are signed, ensuring the 

redevelopments are meeting the terms 
set forth in various agreements, how 
residents’ concerns will be addressed 
in a “timely” manner, the proper 
communications processes, and how any 
contraventions will be addressed.

For proponents of  the motion it was 
about Council remaining accountable 
to the residents of  the existing 
neighbourhood and, while the motion 
ultimately passed unanimously, some 
expressed concern that the motion 
overstepped some of  the binding 

conditions agreed to by Council, residents 
and developers in the redevelopment’s 
minutes of  settlement. 

Such concerns were addressed at the 
podium by Cheryl Shindruk of  Highland 
Gate Redevelopments Inc., who said 
that since the Minutes of  Settlement 
were formally approved last fall, they 
have been working with both the Town 
and Ratepayers to develop measures to 
“mitigate” impacts to neighbours.

“Our collective goal is to ensure that 
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HAPPY    150     BIRTHDAY 
TH 

Canada 150 inspires all of us to be part 
of something bigger than ourselves as 
we build  the country for the next 150 

years.  This year we unite as Canadians, 
and together we can imagine a vision 

— a big bold vision —  
of what our country can become.  

/LeonaAlleslev 

@LeonaAlleslev 

Leona Alleslev, Member of Parliament 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 

 

12820 Yonge St. suite 202, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 4H1 

905.773.8358 · Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca ·  LeonaAlleslevMP.ca @LeonaAlleslev 

CANADA!  
EVENTS on SATURDAY, JULY 1st 2017: 

10:00 – 11:00am – I hope to see you at the Town of Aurora Canada Day Parade 

11:00am – 4:00pm – Test your Canada 150 Trivia Knowledge at our booth at Wilson Lambert Park in Aurora 

11:00am – 5:00pm – Test your Canada 150 Trivia Knowledge at our booth at Richmond Green Sports Complex 

5:30pm – Join me at the Official Welcome for Canada Day celebrations at Richmond Green Sports Complex 

Multicare (Guardian) Pharmacy & Health Food   |  14987 Yonge St.  Aurora, Ontario     

 www.multicarepharmacy.ca / 905-503-5100

Friendly & Professional Pharmacist!
Excellent Patient Care Service
Free delivery 
Huge Selection of Vitamins and Supplements   
Free Compliance(Blister)Packages 
Easy & Simple Prescription Transfer

Are you paying 
too much 
for your 

prescriptions?

We will waive the $4.11 Co-pay Fee 
on ODB Eligible Prescriptions

Twinning with Indigenous 
community explored

Ben Ho Lung still enjoys playing the piano despite his vision loss. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Aurora has been “twinned” with the 
Swedish community of  Leksand for 
decades and now that Canada’s 150th 
anniversary is approaching, the Town 
is exploring opportunities to twin with 
First Nations.

The move comes following a motion 
from Councillor John Abel last week.

In his proposal, which called on 
staff  to explore the possibilities, he 
said twinning with an Indigenous 
community could be a “municipal 
legacy” of  the Canada 150 program.

“Aurora recognizes that the 
contributions and experiences of  
indigenous peoples are part of  our 
country’s shared history,” said 
Councillor Abel in his motion. 
“Aurora supports the work of  all 
levels of  government in advancing 
reconciliation and renewing a nation-
to-nation relationship with Indigenous 
peoples based on mutual understanding 
and respect.”

In addition, the June 3 powwow 
hosted by First Nations at Lambert 
Willson Park, he said, is an indication 
the community “wishes to make a 
commitment to ongoing conversation 
and partnership with Canada’s 
Indigenous peoples.”

Councillor Abel said he was inspired 
to bring the motion forward after 
hearing a talk about Reconciliation 
from Chief  Dr. Robert Joseph. The 

Councillor says Joseph spoke about the 
meaning of  reconciliation and how it 
is to build “meaningful relationships 
among indigenous people and all 
Canadians.”

“Twinning is something that came 
about at the end of  World War Two,” 
said Councillor Abel. “The British 
and the Allies twinning with German 
cities that had been bombed and were 
basically destitute. The idea of  working 
together to rebuild and building a 
relationship is how twinning started. It 
then moved in to more of  a relationship 
over the years. Aurora has twinned 
with Leksand in 1976 and my point is it 
is a way of  building relationships and 
it is something that lasts a long time.”

As Canadians, he said, “our future 
and wellbeing of  all our children rests 
in the relationships we build today.”

“To live in a reconciled world is a life 
long journey, generation to generation, 
that we meet each other and we have 
to find one another,” he continued. “I 
notice we often speak and thank the 
Indigenous Nation that occupied this 
land in Canada. My idea is to begin that 
with municipalities taking the lead and 
if  each municipality were to twin with 
an Indigenous nation we could build an 
understanding. It is not about us giving 
resources, money and funding and 
anything along those lines, it is only 
about learning about each other and it 
can build into other things.”

Community rallies to help Ben take on the world
By Brock Weir

Ben Ho Lung is ready to take on the 
world.

Next month, Ben and several of  his 
new friends will head to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, as members of  the only 
Canadian delegation to challenge teams 
from across the United States and as far 
away as Cuba, Portugal and Taiwan for 
the ultimate glory.

The ultimate glory this time is in 
Beep Baseball, a variation on America’s 
favourite pastime, specifically tailored 
for those living with vision loss.

Just a couple of  years ago, Beep 
Baseball wasn’t even close to hitting the 
19-year-old’s radar, but it has become 
a welcome release for the Aurora man 
who is adapting to his new normal 
with rapid onset blindness, or Retinitis 
Pigmentosa. 

Diagnosed with the degenerative 
eye condition last fall, he was initially 
told he had about 10 to 15 years of  
progressive vision loss. However, the 
condition swiftly took its toll and he 
was declared legally blind within two 
months of  the diagnosis. 

Since then, Ben has been travelling 
back and forth to New Jersey for 
innovative micro-acupuncture 
treatments which have significantly 
improved and maintained his vision.

Each trip, however, comes at a cost 
and the community has banded together 
to support Ben’s course of  treatment. 

In addition to setting up a GoFundMe 
campaign to help Ben’s single parent 
family shoulder the burden, community 
members came together last Monday for 
a special fundraiser at Joia Ristorante 
to help raise the necessary cash. 

“It’s nothing short of  remarkable,” 
says mom Leslie Burns. “It’s hard to 
find the words to describe how it felt. 
We weren’t looking for help, but we 
were stunned that these people who 
were doing everything in their power 
to help us out and make it so that Ben 
could continue with the treatments.”

Little over a year ago, Ben was like 
so many other high school students this 
week wrapping up their high school 
careers.

With dreams of  being a teacher, he 
was well underway into his bilingual 
degree at York University’s Glendon 
College when he noticed an emerging 
problem. 

His local optometrist noted some 
unusual pigmentation on his retinas 
and the rounds began on a number of  
appointments both here in Aurora, 
in Toronto, and beyond to reach his 

unusual diagnosis.
His vision began to fade, he says, but 

for a while still kept up driving – “Not 
the best idea!”, he admits – but was soon 
tripping over curbs, people and garbage 
cans making his way around campus. 

“I want to say it was gradual because 
even as it was happening I didn’t notice 
at all, but according to the tests it was 
fairly rapid,” says Ben, with Leslie 
adding she would receive a simple, 
“Mom, I’ve got this!” when they were 
out driving and Ben, with decreasing 
peripheral vision, veered a little bit too 
close to another car.

“But did we crash?” says a grinning 
Ben.

“No, we didn’t – thank god!” replies 
Leslie with a hearty laugh. 

That, in a nutshell, sums up the 
family – Ben highlighting the light 
side of  things, and Leslie his most 
enthusiastic cheerleader. 

This enthusiasm is palpable as 
she leafs through a binder of  images 
showing Ben’s marked improvement 
following his micro-acupuncture 
treatments. After several sessions, Ben 
noticed significant improvements with 
his light sensitivity as well as with his 
peripheral vision. 

“It was pretty exciting to see because 
everyone was telling us there was 
nothing we could do,” says Leslie. 

Ben too fielded similar responses. 
Even now he says he has trouble 
explaining what he’s experiencing to 
his friends.

“People tend not to get a good 
understanding of  what is actually going 
on because they can’t really see through 
your eyes – and that is not a metaphor!” 
says Ben. “If  I tell them my field of  
vision is a pinhole, they ask if  there is 
a black border around the edge, because 

that is what they see because they still 
have their peripheral vision.”

They might not be able to see through 
his eyes, but they can see how he has 
adapted. Due to remaining sensitivity, 
lights at home are kept to a minimum. 
Movie nights at Cineplex are out, and 
his white cane is propped against the 
living room coffee table.

He is able to navigate swiftly 
around the house. Muscle memory, he 
says – something which has enabled 
him to continue his passions, which 
range from piano to breakdancing. He 
typically gets around by bus –after all, 
he jokes, he was used to buses already 
with only one car to go around between 

himself, his mom and brother – and has 
become a fan of  nights out with friends 
in Toronto because the TTC gets him 
usually within a block or two of  where 
he wants to go. 

“You have to be prepared to make 
a lot of  compromises, but don’t stop 
doing the things you love doing,” he 
offers. “If  you like doing something, 
don’t let the loss of  vision stop you from 
doing that. It’s a lot to deal with, so it 
is good to have some things in your life 
you still enjoy doing because this big 
thing is going on with you that, for most 
people, is not reversible or treatable in 
any way. It is just a big thing hanging 
over your head all the time. Don’t just 
sit around and be bummed out about it; 
life shouldn’t stop just because you’ve 
got a big change going on.

“For me, even though it is a big thing 
that affects every aspect of  my life, 
overall I want to say it is just a minor 
setback. Just have a positive attitude 
and be willing to adapt. If  we listened 
[to original diagnoses] I would have 
been blind by Christmas. I don’t know 
exactly what I want beyond being able 
to feed myself, house myself, clothe 
myself  and do something fun now and 
again.”

At press time, Ben’s Go Fund Me 
campaign was less than $500 away 
from its $15,000 goal. To help send him 
over the top, visit gofundme.com/bens-
adventure-plan-2wgtga4. 
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If  you suffer from hip/knee
/ankle p ain (Injury/strain/tendonitis
/Arthritis) you need to be aware 
of  effective advancements that can 
eliminate years of  pain, suffering, 
immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor you 
suffer with one or more of  the follow-
ing: sore, stiff, painful hip/knee/an-
kle, “clicking” sound with movement, 
diffi culty bending, and/or walking.

Often times, problems/symptoms 
in one of  these areas leads to compen-
satory issues in one or more of  these 
other joints.

You may fi nd that your pain or stiff-
ness affects your work, housekeeping, 
leisure activities, exercise, sports or 
other activities. You go to the drug 
store or to your doctor and get pills to 
help relieve your pain. But you fi nd the 
pain keeps returning.   Alternatively, 
the doctor may refer you to a specialist 
who may tell you that surgery is need-
ed or is an option for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive na-
ture.  It is important to know that al-
though surgery is sometimes neces-
sary, it is considered a last resort in 
most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated 
with chronic use (or overuse) of  pain 
pills or anti-infl ammatory drugs that 
include damage to the liver, kidneys 
and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses 

Hip/Knee/
Ankle Pain: 

New Approach 
Delivers 

Remarkable 
Results

light to favor and accelerate the body’s 
natural healing processes. The innova-
tive Multiwave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, effi cient and si-
multaneous effect on pain, infl amma-
tion, swelling and water retention, ex-
ceeding the limits of  traditional LLLT 
(Low power) and eliminates concerns 
of  HP (High power) laser therapy.

What does this mean for you?
Our patients have reported a 90-95% 

relief  of  their symptoms, more mobil-
ity, increased fl exibility and vastly im-
proved function!

It is the very latest in medical tech-
nology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and effi cacy and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and highly 
effective approach has helped many 
sufferers improve  their lives dramat-
ically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE con-
sultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., 
Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the Home 
Hardware Plaza).

“This new, natural, safe 

and highly effective approach 

has helped many sufferers 

improve  their lives dramatically”.

To serve you better, York Region will be 
constructing new features:

•  Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Facilities   
The addition of household hazardous waste facilities will create 
a one-stop waste depot for York Region residents.

•  Weigh Scales and Weight-Based Fees Once construction 
is complete, weight-based fees of $100 per metric tonne 
(equivalent to $0.10/kilogram) will be introduced for 
garbage, mixed loads (garbage and recyclables), and high 
cost recyclables (wood, rubble, concrete and drywall.)                        
A $10 minimum fee per load will apply.

Dedicated loads containing blue box recyclables, cardboard, 
metal and/or electronic waste will remain  free of charge.

McCleary Court, Community Environmental Centre
130 McCleary Court City of Vaughan

Elgin Mills, Community Environmental Centre
1124 Elgin Mills Road East, Town of Richmond Hill

For more information or construction updates,
visit york.ca/wastedepots 
or call 1-866-665-6752 

Enhancements 
Coming Soon

Community Environmental Centre

The Community Environmental 
Centres will be open during 
construction. Please expect delays.

905.713.1717 
2 Allaura Blvd, Unit 12, Aurora  

Located in the McDonalds Plaza

HOURS
Mon-Fri

 9am - 7pm 
Sat & Sun 

10am - 2pm

ALLAURA 
MEDICAL 
CENTRE PHARMACY SERVICES

Compounding Medications
All Drug Plans Accepted✓

✓✓

✓

✓

NOW 
OPEN

FREE
DELIVERY

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Family practice (new patients welcome)
Walk in Clinic
Cosmetic procedures (Botox & Fillers)

Hit the trails for inaugural 
Bike Aurora Day

By Brock Weir

Whether you’re looking for a little 
peace and solitude to clear your mind, an 
opportunity to get a bit closer to nature, 
or a chance to hit the road less travelled, 
Aurora’s trails system offers something 
for everyone.

But this Saturday, however, is your 
chance to put on your helmet, hop on your 
bike and explore everything Aurora’s 
trails have to offer, all alongside like-
minded individuals, at the inaugural Bike 
Aurora Day.

A brainchild of  the Town’s Trails & 
Active Transportation Committee, Bike 
Aurora Day is a chance to meet up in 
local parks – Ada Johnson Park, Copland 
Park, and Evans Park – and hit the trails 
network with fellow cyclists all keen on 
exploring the system and getting a bit of  
exercise.

Bike Aurora Day will also offer free 
bike clinics at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
demonstrations of  e-bikes, prizes, and 
more, for cyclists of  all ages. 

“This event is a celebration of  Aurora’s 
trails, cycling and bringing more 
awareness to the trails system of  this 
amazing Town,” says Committee member 
Laura Lueloff. “Bike Aurora is also timed 
to join other municipalities participating 
in the Province’s Bike Month which will 
run until the end of  June. We’re inviting 
cyclists of  all ages and experience to come 
out and ride the scenic trails of  Aurora 
together and meet at the end of  their rides 
in the parking lot of  the Seniors’ Centre 
where they will have a comprehensive 
hub of  activity.

“Participants will be able to have their 
bikes checked by bike experts through 
bike shops that we have organized to 
participate as well. Activate Aurora will 
be there and participants can take part in 
the Activate Aurora challenge, try out the 
latest in e-bikes, helmets and equipment, 
and enjoy some giveaways from our 
sponsors. There will also be a barbeque 
available at a nominal fee through the 
Optimist Club.”

Bike Aurora was formally launched 
at last week’s Council meeting. Ms. 
Lueloff  was joined at the podium by 
fellow Committee member Richard 
Doust who thanked Council for their 

support – particularly Councillors Sandra 
Humfryes and Tom Mrakas – and Town 
Staff  in getting their vision for Bike 
Aurora Day off  the ground. 

“Bike Aurora is a testament to the fact 
that trails and active transportation are a 
natural fit for Aurorans,” said Mr. Doust. 
“Looking ahead, we believe that active 
transportation on our trails can play a 
large role in meeting Aurora’s goal of  
being the fittest Canadian Community by 
2020.”

In a column written for The Auroran 
earlier this month, Mr. Doust said trails 
“invite action,” a benefit well-known to 
Aurora residents who continually name 
the trails system as one of  the Town’s 
biggest selling features. 

“When I first took this up in Toronto 
I lived where there were limited off-road 
trails,” he wrote. “No more. I have enjoyed 
every kilometre of  the network in Aurora. 
Every trail has its own identity, and it 
pays to stop and pay attention when the 
unexpected happens. There was that 
pileated woodpecker just a few trees away, 
having lunch; or that broad-winged hawk 
you saw snacking on, well, something. 
Or the Northern Oriole resting, a show-
stopper in living colour.

“Biking is a celebration of  motion and 
balance, of  instinct and planning, of  the 
spontaneous and the deliberate. The bike 
is an extension of  the body, and of  the 
mind. It is part of  us. In fact, we can almost 
forget it is there when we coast down a 
hill. When we go along a trail there’s a 
sense of  pioneering, of  a courier de bois 
on wheels, that is, I think, exhilarating. 
Bottom line: we need our trails. And our 
trails need us.”

Bike Aurora day received the broad 
support of  Council last week with some 
members pledging their commitment to 
put the pedal to the proverbial metal – 
well, as much as they could, anyway. 

“You have done exceptional work in 
putting this bike event together,” said 
Councillor Mrakas. “I am looking forward 
to it. I will try and make it out, but I can’t 
guarantee it because I don’t really ride 
a bike very well, but I will try to be out 
there and supportive! I know this will be 
the first of  what I expect to be an annual 
event and it can only get better with the 
strength behind the committee as well.”

Aurora to welcome Swedish “twins”
By Brock Weir

Aurorans are invited to come out to 
Town Hall next Thursday, June 29, to 
welcome our Swedish “twins.”

A delegation from Leksand, Sweden, 
the Scandinavian town “twinned” 
with the Town of  Aurora, will be here 
next week for a cultural exchange 
and to take part in the Canada 150 
Celebrations on Canada Day next 
Saturday, July 1.

A public welcoming ceremony will 
be held at Town Hall starting at 8.30 
on the morning of  June 29 before 
the delegation, which consists of  
Leksand’s Mayor, Vice-Mayor, and City 
Manager, gets down to business.

“One of  the things they are 
interested in is learning a bit more 
on how we do our processes with 
planning and housing, and physical 
planning for the Town, recreation 

planning and that type of  thing and 
some of  the administrative processes 
that we go through,” says Mayor Geoff  
Dawe. “Our staff  are preparing some 
short presentations with their group 
on things like subdivision planning, 
planning for new soccer fields, and a 
lot of  that basic-type stuff.”

Their presence, he says, will add a 
bit of  extra “pizazz” to the Canada Day 
party and afford the two municipalities 
to compare notes on rapid growth. 
Aurora, of  course, is a rapidly growing 
community, and the same can be said 
of  Leksand over the last few years. 

Mayor Dawe likens the upcoming 
conversation to comparing notes with 
others who have gone through similar 
experiences. 

“[You see] there is a light at the 
end of  the tunnel, which is a big 
benefit when you’re walking into that 
situation,” he says. 
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Machell’s Corners

It always raised my eyebrows.
In the race to replace Tim Hudak as 

Leader of  the Progressive Conservative 
Party of  Ontario, Aurora welcomed a 
steady stream of  contenders wanting to 
take the helm, everyone from Christine 
Elliott to Vic Fideli.

Whenever they showed up in Aurora 
– almost invariably at Aw, Shucks! – a 
pretty set pattern invariably unfolded.

The candidate in question would show 
up, shake hands for a bit, be introduced 
to the crowds by a member of  the local 
riding association, and then get up to 
speak. Similarly, this usually followed 
another set pattern: a localized joke, 
followed by a dig at Kathleen Wynne, 
a remark throwing (as the kids say 
today) shade at Chris Ballard, paying 
homage to former MPP Frank Klees, who 
almost always made an “unexpected” 
appearance to show his support for the 
party, and then, of  course, a reflection of  
days gone by.

And, it was always the glory days 
– glory, in the eyes of  the candidates, 
seeming to focus on the days of  Mike 
Harris who swept into power under the 
momentum of  the so-called “Common 
Sense Revolution.”

It was a bold approach, one which got 
him comfortably into majority territory. 

Ah, yes, the good old days each 
leadership candidate promised to restore 
to the party, following on the tenets of  Mr. 
Harris’ policies and the wondrous impact 
he had on the Province of  Ontario. 

What never seemed to enter into the 
conversation was the aftershocks of  the 
“Common Sense Revolution” is, in large 
part, what swept Harris’ successor Ernie 
Eves out of  the top job, thus paving the 
way for Dalton McGuinty, Kathleen 
Wynne and, so far, nearly 15 years of  
continuous Liberal rule.

Of  course, each candidate was 
preaching to the converted, a room which 
practically bled blue, but the sheer lack of  
introspection on lessons learned over the 
course of  being in opposition, aside from 
agreeing that Tim Hudak was a disaster 
on all fronts, caused my right eyebrow to 
hit new heights.

Nevertheless, I do agree with one 
aspect of  this reflection of  former glory. 
There is a need to return to days of  
common sense – that is, common sense in 
the most common form, and not common 
sense in the partisan sense of  the phrase.

Common sense, of  course, means 
different things to different people. So 
too does the phrase “common.” I recall 
back in the early 1990s, the short window 
of  time between Nelson Mandela being 
released from prison and being elected 

President of  South Africa, a speech he 
made to the Commonwealth Heads of  
Government Meeting.

It was ironic, he mused, that the 
Commonwealth was a body of  nations in 
which, for the majority, “wealth was not 
so common.”

Well, Canada is the largest nation in 
that particular “Commonwealth of” and 
rapidly we’re becoming a nation where 
sense is equally uncommon.

To pick but one example from last 
summer when two kids from the Ottawa 
area were ticketed for running a curbside 
lemonade stand without a proper license 
from the City. Those eyebrows raised 
once again, as did brows from across 
the country, on the simple lack of  both 
common sense and perspective.

Ottawa, however, is far from unique 
and we have had several examples very 
close to home. 

One instance was narrowly avoided last 
week following a push from Councillor 
Abel regarding a violin concert an eight-
year-old local girl, Sofia, wanted to put 
on at Town Park this past Saturday for 
a friend, Emma, who has been battling 
cancer.

The previous Saturday I had met up 
with Sofia who, accompanied by her 
parents, was wandering through the 
Farmers’ Market playing her violin 
to raise awareness for her upcoming 
fundraising efforts.

Her parents shared with me their 
dismay at having to pay a rather large 
sum of  money to be able to plug in their 
speakers at the Town Park band shell, 
conceding they might have to go with 
their plan B or rumbling generators to 
make sure those coming out to support 
Emma could hear the music they hoped 
to make.

It seems when the previous Council 
allowed staff  to charge an hourly rate 
for the use of  the Town Park band shell 
for the fee of  $60, rather than renting it 
out for the full-day rate of  $340, it was not 
spelled out that the $60 rate included the 
use of  power, as most might think.

So, when Sofia’s family applied to use 
the band shell, they were told that they 
could certainly book it at the hourly 
rate but if  they wanted to plug anything 
in they would have to pay full freight 
for the whole day because a member of  

staff  would need to be on hand to flip the 
switch on and off.

“To my mind it is perhaps a matter 
of  discretion or interpretation,” said 
Councillor Abel on the fact that electricity 
was not explicitly stated in the most 
recent fee guide. “Three or four years 
later we find out that there is something 
binding that if  you interpret it or are 
going to use some discretion you have to 
fall back and pay $325. We have actually 
gone backwards. I think it should be 
automatically assumed that when they 
come for an hourly rate they get a plug 
because that is what music is all about.”

Councillor Mrakas was of  a similar 
mindset, wondering whether an 
extension cord could simply be run 
from the band shell to allow the little 
girl to amp up her concert without the 
use of  a loud generator, as power was 
being drawn from the band shell to the 
Farmers’ Market which was set to wrap 
up just an hour before the concert, would 
do the trick.

It wouldn’t, said Parks and Rec 
Director Al Downey because staff  would 
still need to attend.

“We were trying our very best to offer 
some options to this particular resident 
because we do not have, as staff, discretion 
to waive the fee bylaw,” he said. 

But those options were, apparently, 
limited to pay the hourly rate without 
power and go unplugged, wheel in your 
own generator, or pay for the full day with 
electricity – not exactly a cornucopia of  
possibilities. 

Although Saturday’s torrential 
downpours sadly made fast work of  
young Sofia’s concert, common sense in 
situations like these should really win 
the day.

Is it fair for an eight year old girl, 
just starting to hone her love and 
talent for music, and harnessing it to 
do a world of  good for a friend to have 
her application evaluated in the same 
way as a profit-making enterprise or a 
professional musician?

Probably not.
Is it likely that Council’s decision 

to allow use of  the band shell at a 
discounted hourly rate was made 
conscious of  the fact renting it without 
power was even a remote possibility?

Probably not.
Taxpayers obviously shouldn’t have 

to take a hit for the use of  staff  time in 
a case like this, hence the fees, but those 
elusive grains of  common sense should 
always be brought into the fore, even 
if  only to avoid discouraging budding 
philanthropists from acting on their 
instincts.
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Monday. 
“Specially-trained 5 District 

hate crime investigators have been 
engaged in this investigation while 
our central Hate Crime Unit will be 
monitoring the case as it progresses,” 
says Constable Andy Pattenden. “York 
Regional Police will not tolerate hate 
crime in any form. These kinds of  
crimes not only hurt the community 
that has been targeted, but they 
hurt us all. We take great pride in 
being one of  Canada’s safest and 
most inclusive communities and we 
remain vigilant in our fight against 
prejudice, discrimination and hate in 
our community.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe was on the scene 
Monday morning and denounced 
what he saw. 

“Sometime on Friday, June 16 or 
early Saturday, June 17, a hateful, 
racist slur was painted on one side 
of  the roadway near McClellan Way 
and Loraview Lane, and a swastika 
was painted on the other,” he said. “It 
was reported to my office on Monday 
morning, June 19, and I immediately 
went out to visit the site.

“By the time I had arrived, 
someone in the neighbourhood had 
painted over the slur, but it was still 
somewhat obvious. Our roads crew 
were dispatched immediately to 
correct this. 

“As Mayor, I am shocked and 
deeply saddened by this act. Aurora 
is a community that embraces 
diversity, and I believe, takes great 
pride in cultivating and celebrating 
an inclusive Town, where all are 
welcome. 

“Just in the last two weeks, I have 
had the privilege of  welcoming a 
revered Buddhist spiritual leader 
to our community, raising the Pride 
flag at Town Hall, and of  attending a 
Ramadan Iftar Diner. Perfect examples 
of  how an inclusive community can 
and should act.

“There is no room for hate and 
discrimination in Aurora, where all 
our residents have the right to live in 
a community where they feel safe.”

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact York Regional Police’s 
#1 District Criminal Investigations 
Bureau at 1-866-876-5423 x7141. They 
can also leave an anonymous tip 
through Crime Stoppers by calling 
1-800-222-TIPS, or doing the same 
online through www.1800222TIPS.
com or by texting your tip to CRIMES 
(274637) starting with the word YORK.

“I have personally spoken with 
senior members of  York Regional 
Police, and will continue to stay 
engaged with them throughout 
their investigation,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “And, finally, thank you to the 
community-minded resident who 
painted over the slur.”

There is no room for 
hate and discrimination 
in Aurora, says Mayor

From page 1
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It’s autumn in Aurora. At least, it is at 
our house.

Allow me to explain.
Over the past few years, the invasive 

Emerald Ash Borer has been chewing its 
way through southern Ontario’s ash tree 
population, and has now staked a claim to 
Aurora.

Unfortunately, our native ash 
populations have little resistance to the 
pest, and these trees are likely to go the 
way of  the elm which, except for a reduced 
number of  specimens, was decimated 
by the invasive Dutch Elm Disease last 
century.

Last year, the Town treated 2,378 ash 
trees with the chemical TreeAzin in an 
effort to stop the ravages of  this beetle.

There is some debate at Council about 
what to do next in this battle. Increase 
the number of  treatments? Use other 
chemicals? Just replace the trees with 
another species? Some combination of  
these options?

I’m watching this debate with interest, 
as the boulevard tree at the front of  our 
property is, you guessed it, an ash.

This isn’t just any old ash, either. It’s a 
survivor.

It’s lopsided, and many of  its branches 
grow downwards. Before a “limb-ectomy” 
by Town staff, the branches often scraped 
along the roof  of  our car with that 
wonderful fingernails on chalkboard 
sound, when our vehicle entered or exited 
the driveway, which not surprisingly, was 

fairly frequently.
Normally, people would pay big bucks 

at a nursery to buy a similar “weeping” 
variety of  tree, but the Town gave us ours 
for free. 

It’s always the last tree on the street 
(yes, all ashes) to come out in leaf  in the 
spring, and the first one to lose them in 
the fall.  

It has defied gravity, wind, ice storms, 
drought, more pruning from the Town 
than any other tree on the street, and 
our annual expectations of  its inevitable 
demise.

As I said, it’s a survivor.
However, the end may be near. When 

the TreeAzin guys were here last year, 
one of  them commenting unprompted on 
how unhealthy the tree was. Whether that 
was based on attack by the borers, or just 
a general observation, it was not a good 
sign.

Which brings us to my “autumn” 
comment.

About two weeks ago, our ash decided 

that it had had enough of  being in leaf, 
and although it was only early June, and 
the weather had been pleasant and wet, it 
started shedding its foliage.

It was like fall, except without all the 
pretty yellows, reds and golds that one 
normally sees when raking the lawn.

This isn’t the first time it’s done this. 
Once, several years ago in mid-summer 
for no apparent reason – it wasn’t 
particularly hot or dry, no chemicals had 
been applied to the lawn – it just dropped 
all of  its leaves. Maybe they were too 
heavy, or it just felt like a change.

We’re not really sure why. Neither were 
the local Town staff  who came to look at 
it. In tree vernacular, they were stumped.

In any case, the ash pulled through 
that somehow, like it always does, and 
came back into leaf  again the next year, 
fashionably late, of  course.

This time, in its latest round of  self-
defoliation, it’s lost about a third of  its 
leaves, but has now taken a bit of  a pause.   

I’m not sure how many lives this tree 
has, but it’s come back before, so maybe 
it will again, either on its own, or via 
a permanent intravenous supply of  
TreeAzin to keep it on life support.

Or perhaps it’s just time to bow to the 
inevitable, say a final goodbye, and update 
the Town’s ash tree tote board to 2,377.  

Only time will tell.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at:  
machellscorners@gmail.com

On June 11, I had the honour of  
participating in the 69th annual 
Decoration Day ceremony, hosted by the 
Newmarket Veterans’ Association at the 
Newmarket cemetery. 

Since then, I have heard from several 
people who told me that they had never 
really understood the history behind this 
important date, so I thought I would share 
some of  the history in this week’s column. 

This is from the Decoration Day 
website: On June 1, 1866, after nearly 
50 years of  peace since the War of  1812, 
what is now Canada was invaded from 
the United States by experienced soldiers, 
Irish-American Fenians, determined to 
expel the British from Ireland by taking 
Canada hostage.

An 800-man, heavily armed vanguard 
of  battle-hardened Civil War veterans 
from the US and former Confederate 
army, seized the town of  Fort Erie and 
began moving toward the Welland Canal, 
threatening to destroy it.

On the morning of  June 2, near the 
village of  Ridgeway, west of  Fort Erie, they 
were intercepted by a brigade of  militia 
from the Queen’s Own Rifles of  Toronto 
and the 13th Battalion of  Hamilton in what 
became Canada’s first modern battle to 
be fought exclusively by Canadian troops 
and led entirely by Canadian officers: The 
Battle of  Ridgeway.

33 solider were wounded. Nine lost their 
lives – three of  them University of  Toronto 
students who hastily left their final exams 
to join the Queen’s Own Rifles.

Twenty-two more Canadians would 
die of  either wounds or disease sustained 
during the fighting or on frontier duty 
during the Fenian Raids. Those raids 
would also extend into Quebec. Beginning 
with the first casualty, Ensign Malcolm 
McEachern, killed in the early minutes 
of  the battle on June 2, these 31 casualties 
were the first 31 of  nearly 120,000 Canadian 
servicemen and women to fall in military 
service, including Afghanistan.

“We will remember them” is the call 
heard at military memorial ceremonies 
and parades these days, and especially on 

Remembrance Day, November 11, chosen 
by the Government of  Canada. That day 
marked the end of  World War I, the Great 
War, on November 11, 1918.

But for some 30 years before that date 
was chosen, Canadians had a different 
memorial day, called Decoration Day. On 
that day, Canadians commemorated their 
war dead by laying flowers, on the weekend 
closest to June 2 – the anniversary of  
Canada’s forgotten first modern battle, the 
battle of  Ridgeway in 1866.

Decoration Day had begun as a 
protest in 1890 by veterans who had 
fought at Ridgeway, but had received no 
acknowledgement from the Canadian 
government.  Decoration Day was born 
of  protest – a protest of  veterans’ sacrifice 
forgotten or ignored by their government 
and the public. 

It stands as a lesson to us all that we 
must never forget.  Every year that I attend 
Decoration Day ceremonies the number 
of  attendees continues to grow, I truly 
hope that next year you will remember the 
sacrifices of  these early veterans, and all 
who serve today, and attend a service to 
honour them.

York Region Pride Parade
This past weekend I walked with family, 

friends and colleagues in the fifth annual 
York Region Pride Parade. It was the 
largest parade I’ve been in. This year’s 
route was down historic Main Street in 
Newmarket and ended with a celebration 
at Riverwalk Commons.

I was moved to see the many individuals 
with their families and friends who came 

out to celebrate love, to celebrate pride and 
to celebrate respect for one another.

I was moved at the welcoming reception 
given the parade by residents and Town of  
Newmarket Council.

What better place to celebrate peace and 
love than in Newmarket, founded by peace-
loving Quakers. As I looked around at the 
attendees, participants and organizers, 
I was reminded of  something that our 
premier Kathleen Wynne said, “We live 
in a country that, even though not perfect, 
strives to be more inclusive, we strive to be 
more equitable.”

Our riding of  Newmarket-Aurora 
embodies all of  those values, regardless 
of  our different points of  view. We come 
together to support all individuals of  all 
sexual orientations and of  all genders.  
Celebrating in events and parades like 
the pride parade promotes community, 
respect, diversity and it contributes to 
changing hearts and minds. 

I encourage individuals within our 
community to learn from each other, 
to support and encourage ourselves to 
remember who we are, why we are here, 
and how we can be the very best version 
of  ourselves.

Celebrating Seniors
I would like to thank everyone who 

attended my community BBQ at the 
Seniors Information and Active Living 
Fair.  We served over 400 burgers and hot 
dogs. The fair was hosted by the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, Club Aurora Fitness 
Centre, Activate Aurora and the Aurora 
Seniors’ Association.

This annual event host seminars 
and activities that promote health and 
wellbeing for seniors.  I always enjoy these 
community events. It’s always a great time 
to catch up with old friends and make 
some new ones.

As always, I invite you to contact me on 
any issue. Please call my community office 
at 905-750-0019, or visit my website at www.
ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: cballard.
mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

With the summer temperatures 
setting in the Town has now opened 
its splash pads at Ada Johnson Park 
and Town Park. The splash pad at 
Mattamy Park is currently closed 
until further notice.

I am pleased to welcome 
representatives from our twin town, 
Leksand in Sweden. Town officials 
are coming for a four-day visit 
starting on Thursday, June 29. This 
visit is to share best practices and 
learn more about Aurora’s policies 
and procedures. 

The welcome ceremony will be held 
at Aurora Town Hall, starting at 8.30 
a.m., and the public is encouraged to 
attend. And, if  you can’t attend, we 
will be streaming the ceremony live – 
www.aurora.ca.

The group is also excited to 
attend and participate in Aurora’s 
celebrations for Canada’s 150th 
birthday. If  you see them around 
Town, please wish them a warm 
Aurora welcome!

Recently, I attended the Federation 
of  Canadian Municipalities 
conference to learn more and 
exchange ideas about factors affecting 
municipalities and the impact on 
residents. I was able to gather many 
innovative ideas about revitalizing 
our downtown core based on the 
Ottawa Complete Streets project.

We have many exciting events 
coming up this summer. Celebrate 
Canada Day in Canada’s birthday 
town!

On Friday, June 30 attend Party in 
the Park and enjoy great music, food, 
a licensed beer garden and birthday 
festivities.

Then rest up for a full day of  fun 
at Aurora’s Canada Day Parade on 
Saturday, July 1 at 10 a.m. We have a 
new route this year. The parade will 
travel south on Yonge Street from 
Mosley Street to Murray Drive. Then 
head to Lambert Willson Park from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. for fun activities, great 
food and live entertainment. For a 
list of  activities and performances, 
please visit aurora.ca/canadaday.

The summer concerts series 
Concerts in the Park is celebrating 
its 20th Anniversary. Starting on 
Wednesday, July 5 celebrate Canadian 
bands, artists and songwriters with 
performances from Carl Berger, 
Dani Strong, Classic Lightfoot Live, 
Toronto All Star Jazz Band and more. 

Stay connected to the Town. Visit 
the Town’s website, read the local 
Notice Board, subscribe to our 
social media feeds and sign-up for 
our monthly e-newsletter, Aurora 
Matters.

I also have a monthly radio spot 
on 105.9 The Region called Mayors in 
the Morning. This is one of  the great 
ways that helps me to stay connected 
to residents. Please email, tweet or 
call in questions about our Town. 
For scheduling information, visit 
1059theregion.com/mayors.

If  you’re not able to call in, please 
feel free to email me with any 
questions or comments about the 
Town at mayor@aurora.ca.

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating…

The End of the School Year!

After exams, once the school year was officially over, it was a tradition for the students of  
Aurora High School to have a celebratory picnic in the neighbouring Town Park. This photo was  

taken on May 6, 1926, and shows some fifth form (equivalent of Grade 11) girls relaxing on a  
bench in Town Park after completing their final exams. 

Decoration Day

Ashes to Ashes?

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Welcoming our 
partners from 

Leksand, Sweden!
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Bidding for space, Bridge Club feels the squeeze
By Brock Weir

After a good run working with 
the Town, the Aurora Bridge Club is 
playing dummy laying their cards bare 
trying to find a new space.

As Aurora tiptoes closer to the next 
steps in developing Library Square, 
the Aurora Bridge Club is facing an 
increasingly uncertain future as their 
current home, the former Aurora 
Public Library building on Victoria 
Street, braces for the wrecking ball. 

Before demolition can begin, new 
homes, of  course, need to be found 
for existing tenants, but the options 
provided have proved less than 
satisfactory with the Bridge Club. 

According to president Anna 
Kennedy, the Club has been offered to 
lease new space from the Town. The 
problem? They currently pay $1,600 in 
rent for their Library space, which is 
close to 2,000 square feet, but the new 
location offered to them is just 800 
square feet. 

“The Town is saying they have 800 
square feet for us but no more,” says Ms. 
Kennedy. “We need 2,000. When I went 
to look commercially, that requires 

about $4,000 - $5,000 a month and we 
can’t do that. Even if  we doubled our 
fees we wouldn’t be able to do that, not 
to pay the heat and light and all the rest 
of  it. It is not possible. Right now we 
pay the Town $1,600. We say we could 
do it if  we put another dollar on our 
fee, bringing it up that we could pay 
$2,000 a month but we can’t do more 
than that, not without losing people. 
We’re talking about pensioners here. 

“You could say if  you went to a movie 
it would cost you $14 but you don’t go to 
the movie every day and some of  these 
people come to play bridge almost 
every day. It gets them out of  their 
homes or wherever they are at and out 
socializing. We think we provide a very 
good service to the Town and we have 
been doing it for a long time, almost 50 
years. With 800 square feet we would 
have to cut our games. Our club has 
been a very important part of  this 
community for a long time and I think 
we have a valid reason to look for and 
to stay as part of  Aurora.”

A similar view was offered by 
fellow member Lena Jackson, who has 
submitted a letter to Councillors ahead 
of  this week’s General Committee meeting stating the options do not 

meet their needs. This, she says, should 
be looked through the lens of  healthy 
aging for seniors.

“It has been well documented 
that mental activities help stave off  
memory loss,” says Ms. Jackson, 
former Executive Director of  the 
Canadian Mental Health Association 
of  York Region. “Duplicate bridge 
also enhances the social wellbeing 
of  seniors. Participating in these 
games gets people out and in contact 
with others, thus reducing feelings 
of  isolation, which can often lead to 
depression. I am keenly aware of  the 
devastating impact of  depression, 
not only on the individual and their 
families, but also on the overall health 
system. 

“Competitive duplicate bridge is 
more than ‘just a game.’ In addition 
to the benefits cited above, because 
of  the complexity of  the game, it can 
open the door to a lifelong learning 
process. The Aurora Bridge Club 

offers lessons to both beginners and 
intermediates, but no matter the level 
of  player, participants are constantly 
trying to hone their skills, even the 
professionals. It’s the only game I 
know of  where beginners can compete 
against professionals if  they so 
choose.”

If  a better solution cannot be found, 
she concludes, she questions whether 
the Town would be eligible for a grant 
to subsidize a new facility to meet 
market rent. 

“In any case, the relatively small 
financial commitment from the Town, 
Region, or Province is miniscule 
compared to treating seniors suffering 
from memory issues, feelings of  
isolation, and depression.”

The non-profit Aurora Bridge Club 
was founded at Trinity Oak Ridges in 
1965 with a membership of  six tables. 
There are now often more than 20 
tables, with games fielded by players 
aged between their teens and the eldest 
two members at 94.

Aurora Bridge Club Anna Kennedy says the community organization is facing a challenge with the  
decision to demolish the old public library building on Victoria Street. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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any impacts from construction activities 
are minimized and mitigated and any 
issues are addressed in a timely manner,” 
said Ms. Shindruk. “The Minutes of  
Settlement require that a construction 
management plan be prepared for each 
phase and stage of  development plans and 
that these construction management plans 
form a schedule to the pre-servicing and 
subdivision agreements upon execution. 
Financial securities are provided to the 
Town for all works carried out on site. 
About $1 million has been posted and 
several more millions will be posted. We 
are meeting regularly with your staff  on 
project implementation matters and will 
continue to do so throughout the process. 

“We have been guided to date by the 
commitments made by the parties to the 
minutes of  settlement, the Town’s existing 
protocols and the input of  Town Staff  and 
we are confident that the matters outlined 
in the motion before you this evening are 
captured by those provisions.”

The one concern was the final report 
asked for in the motion before final 
agreements are executed, she added. That 
is an extra step not anticipated in the 
Minutes of  Settlement and they wanted 
assurances it would not impact the timing 
of  the development.

This was a concern shared by several 
Council members who asked for the date 
of  “June 4” to be put within the motion, 
but said communication was the ultimate 
driver.

“To me, it is very simple: as members of  
council, we have a duty to protect the best 
interests of  our residents and Council and 
staff  have a responsibility to ensure the 
process goes smoothly with a minimum 
amount of  inconvenience, frustration and 
intrusion into the lives of  residents,” said 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner in support 
of  her motion, noting Ms. Shindruk’s 
comment that there has been an “ongoing 
conversation” with neighbours over the 
upcoming development.

“The word ‘conversation’ has been used 
a lot,” Councillor Gaertner continued. 
“I am not looking for conversation; I am 
looking for from staff  a report on what we 
can do in writing. It is very different and it 
is very important.”

Added Councillor Mrakas: “It is not 
what the developer is going to put in place; 
this motion is about what is staff  going to 
do to ensure that the mitigation plan and 
any procedures are going to be followed. 
What is staff  going to do to ensure to 
our residents and this Council that those 
procedures are going to be followed?”

Another supporter of  the Councillors’ 
motion, from the outset, was Councillor 
Michael Thompson, who said this is 
“probably the most significant project the 
Town will ever see” when it comes to size, 
scope, and “potential for disruption” and a 
little more oversight would not be amiss.

“You look at the issues we’ve dealt 
with over this term and the last in terms 
of  Canada Post, the [Joint Operations 
Centre], the Leisure Complex, and if  we 
have learned anything a little extra due 
diligence is a good thing,” he said. “So it 
is wise for us to get a report to completely 
understand both for our perspective as 
well as the residents – what is going to 
be done, how is it going to be managed? 
What’s involved in the process? There 
doesn’t seem to be any impact to the 
developer. It is a two-week turnaround for 
this report. 

“It doesn’t say that we have to agree 
with the report, it doesn’t say that we have 
to approve the report, to enable staff  to go 
forward and sign anything further. I am 
comfortable with the way it stands. It is 
a wise move on our part to be completely 
clear with how we’re going to manage 
this project in conjunction with the 
developers.”

While the motion passed, other Council 
members had a degree of  skepticism, 
including Councillor John Abel, who 
said Aurora “should be welcoming 
development in our community and 
our ratepayers have not expressed any 
concerns.” In his opinion, the issues raised 
by Councillors Gaertner and Mrakas had 
already been addressed by the developers.

Councillor Harold Kim also had his 
doubts, questioning why this development, 
in particular, seemed to be singled out. 

“I am wary about singling this project 
out when there have been no indications 
that we need to highlight this project 
in particular, given that Highland 
Gate Developments Inc. has been very 
cooperative and they have demonstrated 
over the last few months they have been 
willing to go above and beyond what is 
necessary,” he said.

Before Council amended the motion to 

include the July 4 date, Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
was firmly against the motion. Without 
a July 4 deadline, he said, things could 
become very complicated for all parties 
and could give Council an opportunity to 
backtrack on the Minutes of  Settlement.

In the end, he argued, the redevelopment 
of  Highland Gate in the middle of  a stable 

neighbourhood is not unique in Aurora as 
the motion suggests.

“We moved into Aurora in 1977 and in 
1979 the farmers’ field that I moved onto 
was developed right up against a stable 
neighbourhood,” said Mayor Dawe. “In 
the 1980s, the golf  course that we’re talking 
about right now was developed in a stable 

neighbourhood. There is a development 
going in right now in northeast 
Aurora of  109 houses [against a stable 
neighbourhood in Newmarket] so they 
do happen. It might be the first of  its 
type on a golf  course, but is not the first 
one going into a stable neighbourhood 
and it certainly won’t be the last.”

Motion changed to avoid redevelopment delay
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June 23, 24 & 25

Celebrating 24 years in business 

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca
*2015 MAAX SPA GOLD AWARD RECIPIENT

2016 MAAX RETAILER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Visit our NEW SHOWROOM 
1 Vata Court, Aurora 

905-713-2317

PATIOFurniture
ANNUAL TRUCKLOAD 

By Grillers! For Grillers!

while quantities last

    NO TAX

     O
N ALL IN-STOCK 

Sale!
FIRS

T

FREE DELIVERY

FREE  CHEMICAL PACKAGE 

FREE ACCESSORY PACKAGE 
ON ALL INSTOCK HOT TUBS*
-while quantities last
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Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

$1075
Greek Salad 
Rice
Roast Potatoes
1 Chicken Skewer
Homemade Tzatziki Sauce 
Homemade Salad Dressing

Only

Tuesday to Saturday 11:30 a.m. ~ 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday 4:00 p.m. ~ 8:00 p.m.  Monday Closed

(905) 713-0099   |  15380 Bayview Avenue  Aurora

Chicken Souvlaki Plate

Save time 
& call ahead 

to place 
your order

Dealer is paid a fee included in the invoice price 
by the manufacturer for each vehicle sold*

“Mom’s Price 
is the same as 

The Dealer Price?!”

SeeYourInvoice.ca

Hurry in! Offers end June 30th

Ultimate model shown♦

Features:
• Heated Front Seats
• Remote Keyless Entry
• Projection Headlights
• SUPERSTRUCTURE™

DEALER INVOICE

Dealer 
Invoice Price $17,179*

+

0% 48
At ForLease for only

Months◊ 

with $1,995 down
Weekly

$29
The Dealer Price?!”

th

Ultimate model shown

YourPrice
Dealer

Price

The All-New  

2017 Elantra
L 6MT 

ONLY 
9 DAYS 

LEFT!

905-833-0033
www.taramccarthyrealestate.com

142 Manitou $7,298,00040 Hogan Court $2,799,000

131 Manitou

Laceby Real Estate Brokerage

Tara McCarthy
Sales Representative

105 Kingsworth Rd $7,695,000

SOLD

215 Warren Road $2,088,000 102 Weaver Court $3,298,000

Rachel Gallagher is pictured at the Regional Heri-
tage Fair this spring. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Genealogy project lands local student in the Young Citizens finals
By Brock Weir

After taking Regional and Provincial 
Heritage Fairs by storm, Aurora’s Rachel 
Gallagher has been selected a finalist in 
the Young Citizens Program. 

Gallagher, a student at Dr. G.W. 
Williams Secondary School, first wowed 
local judges with her historical prowess 
this past April at the York Region District 
School Board’s Regional Heritage Fair 
with her genealogy project: “My Place in 
Canadian History: Uncovering My Past.”

Her place in Canada is a complicated 
one, with great grandparents emigrating 
to Canada from Europe, growing up 
on indigenous reserves, surviving 
concentration camps during the 
Holocaust, yet coming together in 
Canada, along with their descendants, to 
form unlikely bonds of  love and family. 

At the Regional level, the project 
garnered her the Ontario Genealogical 
Society Award and she advanced to 
provincials, where she made another 
winning presentation. 

“My project consists of  a video 
showcasing the lives of  members of  my 
family and the eye opening events that 
they faced in international societies as 
well as on Canadian soil,” says Rachel. 
“Throughout my story, I incorporate 
historical thinking concepts into my 
work, which aid in the understanding of  
the contrasts in global society and culture 
throughout the Second World War era 
and the present.”

In her five-minute video presentation, 
she details her great-grandfather’s 
journey to Canada from Wimbledon 
to England who fought for their new 
homeland in the First World War, coming 
back to Canada with a war bride.

But that is just one branch of  the 
family tree.

“Gladys Maracle is my indigenous 
great grandmother,” Rachel narrates. 
“She rarely spoke of  her time living 
on a Mohawk reserve in her youth, so I 
know little of  her story there. I know she 
left there as a young woman, renounced 
her native status, and quickly joined 
mainstream Canadian culture. Never 
having gone to a residential school, my 
family often wonders why Gladys left 
her reserve. An example of  indigenous 
perspective, we see an indigenous woman 
leaving her life as a status Indian, seeking 
a new one, showing us the stark contrast 
between indigenous and non-indigenous 
life in Canadian society.”

While her brother became chief, Rachel 
says, she never returned to the reserve.

Other branches explored include 
ancestors who served with the German 
Army during the Second World War and 
who saw unspeakable horrors as Jews in 
concentration camps in Eastern Europe – 
with the daughter of  Holocaust survivors 
marrying the son of  a German officer; 
her grandparents.

“My grandparents’ marriage is 
strong and the connection between two 
conflicting groups of  people created 
here has caused our family to become 
more accepting,” says Rachel. “This is 
an example of  continuity and change as 
we see my family’s changing perspectives 
when they face trials that help us to 
update our views. I feel grateful to 
know I live a life that is subject to few 

TOWN PARK – Wells St. Aurora

Visit us at: 
theaurorafarmersmarket.com

SATURDAY
JUNE 24

Aurora Community 
BAND will entertain!

The Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 

& Artisan Fair 
will feature free Activities 

for children every day!

AURORA 
FARMERS’ MARKET 

& ARTISAN FAIR 

STRAWBERRY

Fest

obstacles. It gladdens me to know that my 
ancestors’ sacrifices to come to Canada 
were not in vain. They thrived here as I 
do. I am honoured to know that I live a 
life of  peace thanks to my family’s past 
decisions and live in a country known for 
its acceptance.”

The Young Citizens program focuses 
on citizenship and is a complementary 
component to Heritage Fairs, annual 
events where students present the results 
of  their research on Canadian heroes, 

legends and key events in Canadian 
history.

Members of  the public are invited to 
view the submissions online and vote 
to help choose the winner. The online 
vote will close at midnight on July 7.

The top 26 Young Citizen students 

from across Canada will receive a trip 
to Ottawa in the fall where they will 
attend the Canada’s History Youth 
Forum.

To view Rachel’s video and to vote, 
visit kids.canadashistory.ca/Kids/
YoungCitizens/Profiles/2017/RachelG.
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MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE
Concerts in the Park series to launch with distinct Canadian flair

By Brock Weir

Concerts in the Park have become a 
popular Aurora tradition showcasing the 
sounds of  the world under the open skies 
of  Town Park throughout the summer. 

Next month, however, Concerts in 
the Park is kicking off  the 2017 concert 
series with a distinctly Canadian 
offering to coincide with the Canada 150 
celebrations.

Looking for Lightfoot?
Concerts in the Park will offer a 

“phenomenal” simulation. 
A huge fan of  Shania Twain? Well, 

would you settle for Shania Twin?
There’s something for everyone, 

young or old, and also opportunities to 
help the Aurora Food Pantry when the 
first concert kicks off  July 5 with a youth 
concert led by the Juno-nominated Carl 
Bergeron. 

“This year we focused on Canadian 
bands, artists and songwriters and we 
stayed true to that theme,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for the 
Town of  Aurora. “We wanted to showcase 
a variety of  genres that we always do and 
give the audience a diverse experience 
from a capella to folk to rock. We like to 
think the spectrum has been met. It is a 
truly Canadian experience. We haven’t 
gone outside Canada’s borders and we 

really focused on making sure the content 
was Canadian. That was the effort for 
Canada 150.”

The 2017 Concerts in the Park series 
was officially launched Thursday 
afternoon at Town Park.

Mayor Dawe got the ball rolling with 
yet another significant boost from TD 
Canada Trust, who have stepped up to 
sponsor this year’s event, providing 
people who make a donation to the 
Aurora Food Pantry with the “ultimate 
concert experience.”

For every donation of  food, you are 
entered into a draw for the full VIP 
experience, which includes front row 
seating and service for you and three 
friends in green Muskoka chairs, service, 
and food vouchers for on-site vendors.

“The Premium Seating experience is 
very equitable to what the experience is in 
being a TD customer, which is what they 
try to showcase to all their customers,” 
says Ms. Ware. “They are dedicated 
to music and the arts and the Aurora 
community with having four branches 
here. This is just bringing the experience 
to the community in a different way. The 
Concerts in the Park series is celebrating 
its 20th anniversary and we like to think 
it is getting better each year and adding 
this partnership has enabled us to keep 
raising the bar. 

“Food donations go to the Aurora Food 
Pantry and there is a misconception 
they are only needed at Thanksgiving or 
Christmas time, but there is a need all year 
round. When you donate a food item, your 
name goes into a ballot and it is drawn at 
the beginning of  the concert and you and 
three friends get upgraded to the seats. 
The first season we had the experience, 
the response was like, ‘Really?’ now it is 
‘How do I get in there?’ It is definitely a 
sought after experience. Clearly, we are 
only giving this experience nine times 
this summer, so it really is a premium 
opportunity. The partnership with TD 
has allowed us to step up our game.”

Following the July 5 kick-off  concert, 
the series continues July 12 with 
emerging country star Dani Strong, an 
original songwriter discovered through 
the Magna Hoedown.

Classic Lightfoot with John Stinson 
hits the stage on July 19, followed on July 
26 with a tribute to Bryan Adams.

August 2 features the Toronto All 
Star Jazz Swing Big Band, a 40 person 

ensemble, followed on August 9 by the a 
capella group Cadence. 

Celtic music will be in the air when the 
Mud Men hit the band shell on August 16, 
followed on August 23 with the original 
classic rock band “The Kings.”

The series closes August 30 with 
Shania Twin, a tribute to Shania Twain.

“The summer concerts series is very 
much community-based. In keeping 
with that, we are going to have a rotating 
lineup of  emcees for the evening, 
which are people who are aligned with 
certain community organization such 
as Activate Aurora, Windfall Ecology 
Centre, CHATS, and Neighbourhood 
Network,” says Ms. Ware. “Each week 
you are going to see a variety of  emcees 
which we hope is going to draw a greater 
community connection as well.

“This is the summer tradition in 
Aurora: Wednesday nights and concerts 
is where you go to meet your neighbours 
and make new friends. If  you don’t take 
the opportunity to come down, you’re 
really losing out on a great opportunity.”

Representatives from TD Bank joined Mayor Geoff Dawe and Parks, Recreation & Culture Director Al 
Downey last week for the launch of the Concerts in the Park Series. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

As many of  you 
have noticed, Jan’s 
Country Pantry 
has not been at the 
market regularly this 
season.

That is due to 
very low energy I’m 
experiencing because 
of  very low iron.

The iron pills aren’t getting the job 
done, so I will be having some iron 
infusions in early July and should be 
much improved after that.

Thank you to those of  you who have 
called to inquire about my wellbeing. I 
hope to be at the market again very soon.

The next new vendor I’d like to 
introduce is Cindy of  Omtoria.

Cindy was born in Etobicoke and 
spent her summers and school holidays 
playing in the forest and lake systems of  
the Ottawa Valley.

Her love of  nature and everything 
natural can be traced to those childhood 
experiences.

While very young, she helped her 
grandparents harvest food from their 
large vegetable garden. She shelled a 
few peas, ate some, then picked beans 
and ate some of  those, fresh, raw and 
crisp.

These experiences helped foster a love 
of  gardening and nature. She developed 
an early understanding that we are all 
connected to nature and need nature to 
survive and flourish.

As Cindy got older, she felt herself  
pulled further from nature by the 
demands of  being an adult and needing 
to work in the city.

When her son was born, she was 
given a jar of  “natural” cream.

She liked the aroma and decided 
to look at the ingredients. She was 
horrified to see that most were not 
natural. That was a turning point for 
Cindy. She decided then that she would 
make something natural that would be 

just as good or better 
than the products 
currently available.

“Omtoria” is 
named after Cindy’s 
two moms—her 
mother-in-law, Omo, 
and her mother, 
Victoria. She thought 
that this would be a 

perfect way to celebrate Mother Nature 
and nurturing.

Cindy studied aromatherapy and 
continues to study herbalism. She 
incorporates both into her products. She 
grows all of  the medicinal plants that 
are used in Omtoria’s face cream and 
serum and infuses each one by hand. 
You can’t get botanical extracts fresher 
than that.

Every product from Omtoria is 
handmade with love by Cindy and each 
product is an original recipe that meets 
her strict criteria.

She personally guarantees that 
each product is beneficial to the skin, 
body and soul. It must hydrate without 
clogging pores and smell divine through 
the use of  safe essential oils and herbs 
that are used. These components must 
come from natural, organic sources and 
be safe for everyday use.

Cindy will be at the market just until 
the end of  the month, so be sure to drop 
by her booth in the park to sample her 
wonderful products.

Our next Special Event is one of  our 
most popular—Strawberry Fest. It takes 
place on Saturday, June 24. There will be 
plenty of  farm fresh, local strawberries, 
baked goods with strawberries and 
samples of  fresh berries from our 
farmers.

As usual, there will be crafts for the 
children and a draw for a market bag. 
Our entertainment will be provided by 
the fabulous Aurora Community Band. 
It should be a great day, so plan to attend.

See you at the Market!
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Notice of Commencement and Public Meetings
GO Rail Network Electrifi cation 
Transit Project Assessment Process
Metrolinx, an agency of the Province of Ontario, is upgrading its commuter rail system into Regional Express Rail. The Greater 
Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) is now home to nearly 7 million people and heading towards 10 million by 2041. To address 
the urgent transit needs of the GTHA, the Province of Ontario committed to implement Regional Express Rail and make other 
improvements to the GO system. By 2025, electri� ed trains will be running every 15 minutes or better, all day and in both 
directions, within the most heavily travelled sections of the GO network.

The Process

Metrolinx and Hydro One are co-proponents, jointly carrying out the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) in accordance with 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 - Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings (made under the Environmental Assessment Act) to 
examine the environmental impacts of converting several GO rail corridors from diesel to electric propulsion.

The Project

As part of Regional Express Rail, Metrolinx is 
proposing to electrify GO-owned corridors. 
The GO Rail Network Electri� cation undertaking 
will entail design and implementation of a traction 
power supply system and power distribution 
components located along and within the vicinity 
of the rail corridors.

The Study Area (see key map) includes 
six GO rail corridors, as well as proposed 
locations for the traction power facilities 
(i.e., Traction Power Substations, Paralleling 
Stations, Switching Stations) and ancillary 
components:

• Union Station Rail Corridor 
• Lakeshore West Corridor – West of 

Bathurst St. to Burlington
• Kitchener Corridor – UP Express Spur 

(at Highway 427) to Bramalea
• Barrie Corridor – Parkdale Junction to 

Allandale GO Station
• Stouffville Corridor – Scarborough Junction to 

Lincolnville GO Station
• Lakeshore East Corridor – Don River Layover 

to Oshawa GO Station

Traction Power Supply and Distribution System

Electri� cation of the GO Network requires a connection to the provincial electrical system. It is proposed that power be supplied 
from Hydro One’s existing 230 kilovolt (kV) transmission lines through the installation of � ve (5) Tap locations which will bring 
power to the Traction Power Substations (TPS) and then feed into the power distribution system components adjacent to and 
along the rail corridors to be electri� ed. 

Consultation

Building on the � rst and second rounds of public consultation meetings held in February/March 2016 and November 2016, Metrolinx 
and Hydro One are now formally commencing the TPAP. A third round of public consultation is planned for June/July 2017 (details 
below) and will present the � ndings of the technical/environmental studies (posted online at www.gotransit.com/electri� cation) 
undertaken for the GO Rail Network Electri� cation Project. Members of the public, government agencies, Indigenous communities 
and other interested parties are encouraged to participate in the process and/or contact the project team directly with feedback 
or questions. A discussion guide will be posted online at www.gotransit.com/electri� cation prior to the meetings to provide 
key information. 

We invite you to join us in person at the public meeting nearest you to � nd out more. 

Meeting times: 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. / Presentation: 7:00 p.m.

Monday, June 26, 2017
Clarke Memorial Hall
161 Lakeshore Road West
Mississauga, ON  L5H 1G3

Wednesday, June 28, 2017
Ajax Community Centre
75 Centennial Road
Ajax, ON  L1S 4S4

Thursday, June 29, 2017
Metro Hall
55 John Street
Toronto, ON  M5V 3C6

Wednesday, July 5, 2017
Newmarket Community Centre
200 Doug Duncan Drive
Newmarket, ON  L3Y 3Y9

For further information on the project and studies completed to date, please visit www.gotransit.com/electri� cation.

If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or to receive additional information related 
to the Project, please send an e-mail to the project team at: electri� cation@metrolinx.com or contact:

James Hartley
Manager, Environmental Programs and Assessment
Metrolinx – GO Transit
20 Bay Street, Suite 600, Toronto, ON  M5J 2W3
e-mail: electri� cation@metrolinx.com
website: www.gotransit.com/electri� cation

Patricia Staite
Team Lead – Environmental Assessments
Hydro One Networks Inc.
483 Bay Street TCT12, Toronto, ON  M5G 2P5
e-mail: Community.Relations@HydroOne.com
website: www.HydroOne.com/projects

Comments and information regarding this project are being collected to assist in meeting the requirements of the Environmental 
Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, telephone number, email address, 
and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change for the 
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or 
is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general public as described in s. 37 of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is 
available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain con� dential. For more information, 
please contact James Hartley (contact information above) or 
the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change Freedom 
of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-327-1434.

This Notice � rst issued on June 14, 2017. 

Si vous désirez des renseignements en français, veuillez 
composer le 416 869-3200 ou le 1 888 GET-ON-GO (438-6646).

Beautiful June, holidays planned, 
ending of  many programs here in Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and a certain quietness 
may overcome us all.

Things may either be gearing up or 
slowing down, whatever the reasons you 
may have, it’s time to enjoy the outdoors. 
Try if  you can this month to make your 
life as simple as possible, finding refuge 
in nature is a healing experience.

As sunny days approach, find yourself  
a good book, a favourite magazine, prepare 
a healthy sandwich, fresh berries, bottled 
water, a blanket and head for the park.

Make the most of  these days of  
enjoying nature by sitting outside just 
a little longer especially, if  you can be 
near a brook or a beautiful waterfall.  In 
the stillness of  the warm sun, slowly eat 
your lunch or dinner and gaze upon the 
beauty that is in front of  you.  Search for 
the simple things in this life to make you 
happy, to help you find peace, to help you 
quiet your mind from all the anxiety and 
hurts you may be storing.

If  you can drive, look for waterfalls this 
June and earmark them on your GPS.

A study in the journal of  Environmental 
Science and Technology gave a definite 
link that exposure to nature improves 
mental health and that these individuals 
seemed happier than those who had very 
little access to nature. This June, promise 
yourself, to walk more, even just one more 
step, eat fresh foods rather than fried 
or in a box, smile, be content with what 
you have right now.  Don’t say “oh my 
goodness what am I going to do today…”

Allow yourself  to say… “Absolutely 
nothing!”  

A very dear friend of  mine is a piano 
teacher who is in her 80s, who often calls 
me just to have a chat and I so enjoy 
listening to her gentle manner.  After a 
particular conversation, she said, when I 
feel sad and lonely I just go and play my 
piano and feel so much better.

It’s alright that we can’t always be up, 
so to speak, in our mood. Sometimes those 
days, no matter how beautiful they are 
outside, it just seems a storm is brewing 
inside of  us. 

Why, I am not sure, and I am not a 
psychologist but I think moods are a 
normal part of  life. The key is not to 
get lost in them or overtaken by those 
blues.  When those negative thoughts, a 
feeling of  sadness overcomes you, have 
something planned for yourself. Say to 
yourself, when I feel down, I do this and 
it helps me.

If  you are searching, ask a friend, 
what do you do when you feel down, 
you shouldn’t feel surprised to see that 
many happy people sometimes get down, 
but somehow we have found our path to 
happiness.

 Exercise: It may be a simple walk 
outside, or tuning into some music that 
allows your mind to quieten and allows 
you to breathe a deep breath or sigh. 

Live in the now, and focus on today and 
let go of  the past and what may come to 
pass. 

Social Isolation: I know being alone 
isn’t easy but if  you can at all possible, 
come and volunteer your time even for an 
hour or two.  The Aurora Centre thrives 
because of  the countless and dedicated 
volunteers who provide us with so much. 
If  you can’t come to the Centre, think of  
where you are living, there may be an 
opportunity to give a little of  yourself. 
Your time will be so appreciated by 
those around you and the feeling of  
contentment will help with your sadness.

You may need some spiritual food, 
go to church, or pray at home, you must 
learn to let go. We are merely passengers 
in the car and we never are the driver but 
we certainly can make positive choices 
for ourselves.

Positive Affirmations: Say to yourself, 
I am worthy of  joy, I deserve to be happy. 
Value yourself, you are needed in this 
world.

Our life is what we make of  it, we have 
spent many an evening during the winter 
months waiting for these days of  sun and 
warmth. It’s time to fill your soul with 
beauty and health.

Be of  good cheer, and take a proactive 
and positive approach to living your life 
with grace and beauty. You are so worth 
it! 

Enjoy your life NOW!

SENIOR
SCAPE

Community celebration set for next Friday to mark 
150th of Town Park

By Brock Weir

Canada might be the recipient of  
most of  the 150 love these days, but 
Aurora will extend this love to Town 
Park next Friday, June 30 as it marks 
its 150th anniversary in the heart of  the 
community. 

Organized by the Aurora Museum 
& Archives, in conjunction with the 
Rotary Club of  Aurora, ahead of  that 
evening’s traditional concert and dance 
party, Party in the Park will take that 
community-mindedness to heart and 
Town Park back to its roots.

Starting at 4 p.m., and running through 
11 p.m., events include an old-fashioned 
parade calling on kids to decorate their 
bikes, wagons, skateboards, scooters, 
strollers and even themselves with 
prizes for top entries.

“The parade was really inspired 
by the latter half  of  the 20th century 
when these were really commonplace,” 
says Michelle Johnson of  the Aurora 

Museum & Archives. “This will harken 
back to activities that used to happen. 
We will have different activities and 
games like a three-legged race, a potato 
sack race, really basic events, but events 
that were commonplace at Town Park. 
This is a chance for us to bring those 
aspects of  community celebrations back 
to Town Park and back to that landscape 
that hosted events for 150 years. It is a 
nice throwback.”

Town Park, she says, has been a 
“gathering place” almost since Aurora 
was established four years before the 
park itself. They have grown up together 
and it has played host not just for big 
celebrations, but also athletes as a sports 
field, students as the playground for 
nearby schools, and, with the historic 
armoury built on the northeast corner, a 
centre for local military operations. 

“It is important that in light of  
everything that is going on worldwide 
that we pause and remember what we 
have as similarities in the community,” 

says Museum curator Shawna White. 
“Town Park has always been a place 
to come together as a community. 
Celebrating its 150th we can bring 
everybody together. Aurora has changed 
dramatically but there is still that core 
underlying human element and the 
similarities we need to focus on more and 
come together as a community rather 
than looking for differences. We love 
Aurora, we live here and work here, and 
let’s come together in a place that has 
always been there for the community to 
come together.

“There is a misconception that it is just 
a neighbourhood park. While the local 
neighbours do use it more than other 
residents, it is a park for the entire town. 
That is borne out by events that happen 
here like Concerts in the Park, Movies in 
the Park, the outdoor skating rink in the 
winter, and Arctic Adventure.”

In addition to the traditional family 
activities, Friday’s party features crafts, 

Continued on page 18

By Christina Doyle
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A master-planned offering 

of exceptional 52’ and 61’ 

cul-de-sac homes set 

between Yonge and Bathurst 

in Downtown Aurora.

Just steps from schools, shopping, 

dining, parks, and more.

Quality craftsmanship. 

Meticulous attention to detail. 

Superlative fi nishes.

Luxury and location 

in perfect harmony.

This is Allegro.

Priced from $2.2 to

over $3 million.

REDEFINING 

LUXURY IN 

DOWNTOWN 

AURORA.

SOMETIMES                        

MEANS 

A NIGHT 

IN WITH 

THE FAMILY.

luxury

Prices and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. 
Rendering is artist’s concept. Brokers protected. E.&O.E. June 2017.

geranium.com

COMING THIS SUMMER
REGISTER TODAY

ALLEGROAURORA.COM

HG-1086 allegro_auroran_june 22 2017.indd   1 2017-06-19   12:55 PM
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16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca • (905) 895-1700

PICKERINGCOLLEGE

Kindergarten Graduates

Grade Eight Graduates

Celebrate success with us!
It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our students and to
celebrate the contribution that each makes to our world.

Every student participates in our Global Leadership Program and
develops social conscience, confidence, knowledge and skills to shape
the future.

Students choose Pickering College because of the warm and comfortable
atmosphere. Graduates leave with exceptional academic competency and
solid characters, shaped by the breadth and depth of their experiences at
Pickering College.

Limited space
still available
for Fall 2017.

Book a personal tour.
For more information, please contact
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or call 905-895-1700 ext. 277.
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Congratulations to our 2017 Graduating Classes!
Grade 12 Graduates - Class of 2017

M. AdAchi
Attending University

in Japan

G. BArlow
Ryerson University

h. FloYd
Western University

M. BArrAtt
University of Toronto,

St.George

h. BerlAn
University of Guelph

c. BihAri
Western University

P. Boston
Queen’s University

s. BYkovA
University of British

Columbia

J. choi
University of Toronto,

St.George

h. chunG
Carleton University

A. cork
Western University

G. cui
University of Toronto,

Mississauga

A. cuMiskeY
Queen’s University

t. dinG
Wilfrid Laurier
University

r. duAn
University of British

Columbia

d. dZisiAk
McMaster University

c. eBY
Georgian College

c. FArMer
Sheridan College

G. FitZGerAld
Humber College

G. FlAMMiA
Centennial College

A. GAur
Western University

c. GoncAlves costA
IE University of Madrid

G. GonG
Queen’s University

e. howArth
Humber College

s. islAMBekovA
University of Victoria

c. JAMes
Western University

A. JePPesen
University of Toronto,

St.George

r. Johnson
Carleton University

Z. kinG
Western University

e. lAu
Ryerson University

J. leunG
King’s College London,

UK

h. li
McMaster University

s. MAcdonAld
Queen’s University

s. MAlins-uMAnskY
Carleton University

s. MAncuso
University of Toronto,

St.George

e. MAntle
Ryerson University

M. McGill
Queen’s University

A. Miller
University of Ottawa

c. MteGwA
University of
Waterloo

s. MurPhY
University of
Memphis

v. nG
University of Toronto,

Mississauga

i. nooristAni
University of Toronto,

Mississauga

A. nunn
Queen’s University

s. PAnG
University of
Waterloo

J. PArk
York University

J. Pedersen
University of Guelph

e. PitA lecA
McGill University

s. rAheMtullA
York University

r. ruBAn
York University

e. roMAno
Queen’s University

i. seow
University of Ottawa

l. totonchiAn
Ryerson University

M. shirZAdeh seMsAr
York University

M. sochAniwskYJ
University of Toronto,

St.George

s. stevenson
McGill University

s. sun
McMaster University

M. truonG
Ryerson University

J. wAnG
University of Toronto,

St.George

A. kAvAnAGh
University of Guelph

A. MontGoMerY
Wilfrid Laurier
University

t. ren
McMaster University

l. Xu
University of Toronto,

St.George

r. ZhAnG
University of Toronto,

Mississauga

B. Gruhl A. Gu A. hunt k. Merricks. lArA e. roMkeMA t. siMPson s. udAltsovh. liAnG

h. ABAroA dorAdor s. Au YonG P. cArson J. cook s. desForGes t. dhAnJAl

J. JeonG

n. BAhrAMii. ArGuelles AceBo s. AsGAri s. BArdAi s. BerGer

J. dicArlo o. FABiAn r. hollAnds M. kiM A. kushwAhA M. lArA wAinsteinM. JurAidini loPeZ r. liJ. huseinA. Green

s. Mcleod P. MilliGAn M. vAllAnce r. vAlle ceBAllos k. wAnGt. PhutrAGulPAnto. oZturk r. stellA G. still h. YAsui

l. PitA lecA
University of Guelph
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As part of our Quaker values, we celebrate diversity 

in all aspects of the school. This is refl ected both in 

our Global Leadership program and our commitment 

to a co-educati onal environment. We provide a 

nurturing, supporti ve and enriching 21st centur y 

learning environment for all students.

Our unique approach includes educati ng and 

developing the ‘whole child’ through a focus on 

academic excellence, co-curricular disti ncti on, 

character and leadership development. We pride 

ourselves in providing an individualized approach to 

student learning.

As a result of their studies, students develop 
valuable skills, including: 

Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, 

confi dent and resilient. Our approach to educati on 

ensures that they are able to reach their full potenti al, 

achieve their personal and academic goals, and deal 

eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

If this is the type of educati on you want for 

your child, contact Pickering College today. 

We would be happy to provide you with more 

informati on and a tour of the school. Please call 

us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 or email us at 

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school in Newmarket 
for boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 where 
every student parti cipates in our Global Leadership Program

Independent Co-educati onal Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905.895.1700 ext. 259 
or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext. 259

Connect with us!

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

• advanced academic ability
• ti me management and self-reliance
• strong research and writi ng
• criti cal thinking abiliti es
• leadership and mentorship
• dialogue, communicati on and presentati on
• design, invent and problem solve
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www.kellyspa.com | 905-503-5588
302 Wellington Street E Unit 2
(inside Tim Horton’s Plaza)

Massage 

Spa
Kelly
$25/30min

$45/60min

RMT $65/60min

Aurora basketball team 
trains like the Raptors

Late charge leads Aurora Jays 
 past Creemore

An Aurora basketball team won 
the chance of  a lifetime last weekend 
after being chosen as leaders in their 
community.

Elliott’s Avengers, a Bantam-level 
team coached by Dave Elliott, spent 
a day at the Air Canada Centre 
in Toronto learning how to 
train, eat, and condition like 
the NBA’s Toronto Raptors, 
thanks to the Ford Skills and 
Drills competition.

“The entire Elliott’s 
Avengers team is excited to 
spend a day training like 
their basketball heroes,” 
said Coach Dave Elliot 
before the big day. “The 
kids have done so much 
work in giving back to 
our local community 
and it’s nice to see 
they’re being 
rewarded with 
such a great experience offered 
by Ford of  Canada and the

Toronto Raptors.”
One of  sixteen teams 

from across Southern 
Ontario to earn the 
grand prize, Ford 
and the Raptors 
worked together 
to single out minor 
basketball teams that 

s h o w e d 
“dedication to 
their communities 
through charitable 
contributions.”

Elliott’s Avengers 
have dedicated 

many hours to 
volunteering at the 
Newmarket Food 
Pantry, sorting 
food, stocking 
shelves, and 
cleaning.

W o r k i n g 
with coaches, 
trainers, and 
n u t r i t i o n i s t s 

from the Raptors 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

the team was 
given lessons in Skill 

Development, “Train 
Like a Raptor”, and “Eat 
Like a Raptor.”

Each athlete was 
also given a Raptors-

branded jersey to 
bring home.

By Jake Courtepatte

The Elliott’s Avengers basket-
ball team had the chance to 
“train like the Toronto Rap-
tors” last weekend at the Air 
Canada Centre. 

Photo by National PR

Aurora martial arts centre  
earns Shaolin moniker

By Jake Courtepatte

When it comes to the martial arts, the 
Shaolin Temple of  China is synonymous 
with expertise, discipline, and a rich 
history.

Now, Canada’s Black Belt Martial Arts 
in Aurora has the opportunity to share in 
that history, officially changing its name 
to Shaolin Martial Arts Canada after an 
acceptance as an official affiliate of  the 
Shaolin Temple.

“The Shaolin Temple is the original 
source of  all martial arts in existence 
today,” said Black Belt Master Tim 
Wakefield. “Every martial art owes 
in some way or another to the great 
innovations of  the Shaolin culture.”

With the official moniker of  “Overseas 
Shaolin Culture Institution”, the centre 
is now able to teach the Shaolin style.

According to Master Wakefield, 
Shaolin is based off  “moving 
meditations” that can be translated into 
any form of  martial arts.

“It’s truly an honour to have ‘Shaolin’ 
in our new name.”

Celebrating the change at a 

demonstration open house and barbecue 
last Saturday, the weekend also marked 
the 23rd anniversary since Master 
Wakefield opened the school in Aurora.

“The school has made a large impact 
on the community in all the year’s it’s 
been in town,” said Aurora Mayor Geoff  
Dawe. “This rebranding only works to 
solidify its place in the community.”

Master Shi Juan Yiang, a real Shaolin 
monk from the Temple, also paid a visit 
to Aurora for the first time since 2015 
to perform a ceremony to honour the 
Temple’s newest inductee.

Along with the acceptance, Master 
Wakefield himself  was named as a direct 
disciple of  the Head Abbot of  the Temple, 
a 34th generation Warrior Monk, the 
first Canadian to do so under the current 
Abbot.

Master Wakefield began his training 
over thirty years ago, studying the 
Shaolin Kemp Karate system under 
Master Henry Choo Chong in Richmond 
Hill. He has been teaching his practice in 
Aurora and the GTA since 1994, receiving 
his Eighth Degree Black Belt in Kenpo 
Karate in 2013.

By Jake Courtepatte

There is just no dampening the spirits 
of  the Aurora Sr. Jays.

With home games washed out on 
Tuesday and Thursday evening, the Jays 
showed no signs of  rust on Sunday in 
clobbering the Creemore Braves on their 
own turf, an 11 – 3 win for their fifth in a 
row dating back almost a month.

Stephan Vallee got the Jays on the board 
in the top of  the first before the Braves 
stormed back to a 2 – 1 lead, making it 3 – 1 
by the end of  the second inning.

From there Aurora starter Rob Spencer 
settled in, holding off  the Braves offense 
before Aurora’s bats caught fire in the top 
of  the fifth.

A six-run fifth inning and a four-run 
sixth inning gave Aurora a sizable lead 
heading into the seventh, where Zach 
Wiseman took the ball from Spencer and 
allowed just one hit to close out the game.

Spencer, who has bore the brunt of  
the work on the Jays’ mound this season, 
earned his team-leading third win of  the 
year while striking out five batters and 
walking just two.

Seven different Jays players crossed 
the plate, while keen eyes drew a total of  
fourteen walks – their highest total so far 
this season.

The month of  June has been good to 
the Jays, but has been even better for the 
Orangeville Giants, who have scooped up 
five wins and two ties since June 1.

With two games in hand, Aurora sits 
four points back of  the Giants in North 
Dufferin Baseball League standings, and 

one point up on the New Lowell Knights, 
Clearview Orioles, and Lisle Astros, with 
two games in hand on each as well.

The Jays next see action on Sunday in 
a visit to the Mansfield Cubs (10-4-1) for a 
5:00 start time.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.ndbl.ca.

Students of Shaolin Martial Arts Canada 
demonstrate their skills at the centre’s 
open house on Saturday in Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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From page 2

This month, as banks and Home 
Capital Group turn down Canadi-
an borrowers seeking a mortgage, 
local investors step up to fi ll the in-
creased demand.

“Private lenders are now 
overwhelmed. They are taking many 
deals turned away by Home Trust,” 
said Victor Camba, a mortgage 
agent who specializes in matching 
borrowers with individual investors.

Home Trust, Canada’s biggest 
non-bank lender, was a conduit 
for many Canadians to have home 
ownership.   During its struggles in 
recent weeks, it has scaled back on 
lending, leaving many borrowers in 
the lurch.

A misconception is that these are 
bad-quality borrowers.  “Bad credit? 
No Credit? No Problem,” are adver-
tisements sometimes seen.  This is far 
from the truth.

In 2016, 2.7 million Canadi-
ans were self-employed (Statistics 
Canada).  These people are generally in 
the sales and services industry, such as 
Realtors and Contractors.  There were 
also 1.2 million small businesses. These 
borrowers do not meet the bank’s 
lending criteria, and are therefore 
turned down. Their tax return may 
show a signifi cantly lower fi gure 
than what they actually take home as 
income.

“We take into consideration all 
sources of  the client’s income, 

including stated business income, 
something the banks don’t do,” 
Victor said. “But we are not going 
to take undue risk. We will take 
a calculated risk.”

He prefers to offer loans below 
80% of  the value of  the property to 
limit losses in case of  a housing 
price downturn. Unlike mutual funds 
or stocks, a mortgage investment 
is collateralized with real 
property within the Greater To-
ronto Area, including Aurora and 
Newmarket.  Loans are typical-
ly 1 year in duration and can earn 
investors up to 12% interest rate.

“It used to be investors went to 
their lawyer or accountant and said, 
‘I have a few million dollars and I want to 
lend this out and make a good return,” 
Victor said. “They are still around, but 
now there are opportunities for the 
retail investor with cash, a line of  
credit or an RRSP.”

For those who want to 
invest in real estate without the 
hassle of  tenants or repairs, 
there will be a free workshop on 
how to become a lender. Details 
below:

Date:  Thursday, July 6th 
 at 6.30pm
Where: Aurora Town Hall
 Leksand Room
 100 John West Way,
 Aurora

Register Online Today 
(Limited seating): 

mortgage-lending.eventbrite.ca

Email:  
victor.camba@unioncapital.ca

Call:  416-435-8340
Victor Camba is the 

Director of  Business Development, 
FSCO Mortgage Agent license 

#M14001907, for Union Capital 
Management, 

FSCO license #10318.

Local Investors Turning to Mortgages
Advertorial

More investors 
are becoming lenders 

Now there are 
opportunities for the 

retail investor with cash, 
a line of 

credit or an RRSP

                  15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

LONG WEEKEND  
PAINT SAVINGS

2 WEEKS ONLY
Thursday, June 22 to Wednesday, July 5, 2017

O
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by ONLINE or mail-in rebate  
when you purchase select

BEHR® INTERIOR OR 
EXTERIOR PAINT, PRIMER 

OR STAIN
(excludes BEHR® ProX)

$10
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) AND SAVE

by ONLINE or mail-in rebate  
when you purchase select

CIL® INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR 
PAINT, PRIMER OR STAIN

‡

$7
BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) AND SAVE

‡See page 11 for more details and selection.
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‡
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BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) AND SAVE
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when you purchase select

BEHR® INTERIOR OR 
EXTERIOR PAINT, PRIMER 

OR STAIN
(excludes BEHR® ProX)

$10
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) AND SAVE

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3695

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Aurora FC women on  
a hot streak

By Jake Courtepatte

The return of  Aurora’s most gifted 
talent on the pitch has sparked a fire 
under the Aurora United FC women.

Sarah Stratigakis scored twice to 
lead the AUFC to a 2 – 0 win over the 
Toronto Azzurri Blizzard, playing all 
ninety minutes of  the match while 
Aurora only fielded nine players.

“I’ve been coaching for a long time 
and a lot of  the players have been 
playing for a long time and I don’t 
think any of  us have ever been part 
of  something like what we witnessed 
today,” said Aurora head coach Gianni 
Cimini. 

“The players and I will remember 
this forever and it is certainly 
something we will take with us in 
preparation for other games as well.”

Down two players to Toronto’s 
eleven, Cimini was forced to get 
creative and rotate his lineup to bear 
the brunt of  the Azzurri attack.

“We said to the girls that it would be 
a unique challenge on the day and we 
had to take it step by step,” he said. 

“When we went to half-time at zero-
zero after playing with two players 
down, we felt more confidence. I 
thought some players stepped up, more 
than a few actually, to the challenge 
and I’m very happy for them that they 
came out on top.” 

Stratigakis, who has now notched 
three goals in the three games since 
she returned to the lineup, capitalized 
at the 55 and 69-minute marks before 
the team turned to a shutdown role.

“Strategically speaking we just 
wanted to put our attacking players 
and some of  our special players into 
positions where they could find a 
goal, like [Stratigakis] and Victoria 
(Pickett),” said Cimini.

“Sarah ended up finding two goals, 
and she worked her butt off  for the 
entire game. The idea was just to get 
her as close to the net as we could.” 

Equally impressive on the backend 
has been the work of  goalkeeper 
Patricia Koutoulas, who earned her 
third clean sheet in a row. The talented 
keeper has now gone close to 300 
minutes without allowing a goal.

The women take their 3-3-0 record to 
Highland Park in Aurora on Saturday 
to host the Vaughan Azzurri (4-1-1) 
with kickoff  set for 3 p.m.

It was a different story for the men’s 
side, who were on the wrong end of  a 
7 – 0 score in a match with Toronto FC 
III in Scarborough.

Goals at the 17, 43, 44, 45, 72, 81, and 
89-minute marks left Aurora with the 
second clean sheet against them of  the 
season, and the most goals conceded in 
a match.

Left to play down a man after the 
dismissal of  Justin Broome in the 36th 
minute, Aurora needs to “take the loss 
in stride,” said player Chris Jacovou.

“Once we got the red card we put our 
heads down and we weren’t as positive 
as we should have been,” he said. 

“We conceded a second goal and 
dropped our heads completely and it 
is always hard playing against a squad 
like TFC. They are young, fit and 
talented and we just didn’t win our 
individual battles. That’s what it came 
down to. There is nothing more to say.”

“We’ll keep training and working 
hard and come back next week and 
hopefully get the result then.” 

Aurora will bring their 1-6-1 record 
to Highland Park this Saturday in a 
match against North Mississauga (2-6-
0).

For stats and schedules, visit www.
league1ontario.com.

Having already floated his idea with 
Indigenous leaders, Councillor Abel 
said it was warmly received.

The idea was also warmly received 
– generally – around the Council table 
with members supporting the idea but 
wanting to know just what twinning 
would entail from a resources and 
exchange perspective. 

“My only comment is there are a 
number of  municipalities out there 
that have a criteria and policy with 
respect to twinning or sister cities and 
I think that would help us as we go 
through this process,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson, asking for a report 

on best practices. “We have a fantastic 
library. Maybe there are some services 
within Town that we can share with 
them. Not all Northern Communities 
have the same access to services that 
we do and maybe there are some ways 
we can share what we have with them 
and I am fine with that as well.”

Councillor Paul Pirri also requested 
further information, particularly on 
what the end goals of  twinning would 
ultimately mean.

“I just think there has to be a 
reason that we’re doing it beyond just 
learning. Everything we do should 
have goals identified, should be able to 
track metrics, maybe not In the most 
strict fashion, but so we all have a clear 
understanding of  what we’re getting to 
and how we can help and learn. 

“I think if  we’re reaching out as 
a municipality to other Aboriginal 
Councils I think it is important that we 
involve the groups who were here in 
Aurora first. It would make sense that 
if  we were to begin twinning with any 
other First Nations it would be wise 
to either get the blessing or a greater 
understanding from the First Nation 
groups that inhabited our lands.”

The motion was also supported by 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, but her 
support only went so far. While the 
principle was sound, she said, one 
component of  the proposal made her 
uncomfortable.

“I am certainly not opposed to 
twinning with a First Nations, but 
the Canada 150 Municipal Legacy… I 
haven’t heard a lot of  comments in the 
media from Indigenous groups that I 
don’t know if  the word is insulted, but 
they have been around for a long time,” 
she said. “150 certainly doesn’t mark 
any kind of  a celebration for them. 
Twinning is fine. As a 150th municipal 
legacy, I am really not in favour of  that 
part.”

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Connections sought with First Nations
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Intervention TO

www.interventionto.com
(647) 949-7959 or info@interventionto.com

Are you in crisis 
over your or a family members 

addiction/alcoholism. 
We can help.

• Intervention
• Referrals to treatment facilities
• Family counselling 
• Sober coaching

When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

Save more than money!

We are now 
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK!!!

Come in and check us out!

Monday - Friday 10 - 5
Saturday 10 - 4

17255 Yonge Street 
Newmarket 

(the large green building across from 
York Regional Headquarters 

& the clock tower)

289-803-3044

OUR PURPOSE IS SERVING 
TO PLACE THE 

LIVING WORD OF GOD 
WORLDWIDE 

IN JOINT MINISTRY WITH 
THE BIBLE LEAGUE OF CANADA. 

-ask about our many 
volunteer opportunities

Like Me

Think you’ve seen it all on the Aurora Garden Tour? Think again!

By Brock Weir

There are few things Diane Jenner 
finds more therapeutic than grabbing her 
sheers and diving into her flower beds for 
an hour or two of  deadheading.

But does what was once a gardener’s 
tried and true method of  relaxation 
take on the tinge of  “work” when you’re 
preparing to make your own oasis 
ready the curious eyes of  hundreds of  
gardeners?

Maybe for some, but not for Ms. Jenner 
and John Thomson.

Jenner and Thomson, both recent 
retirees from York University, have done 
all the heavy lifting for their Hill Drive 
garden, now they have a few days to relax 
before they welcome people from far and 
wide taking in this Sunday’s Aurora 
Garden Tour, hosted by the Aurora 
Garden and Horticultural Society.

Event organizers Judy Ryan and Hilka 
Parker first set eyes upon the Jenner 
and Thomson garden last year and 
immediately asked them if  they would 
consider being one of  seven featured 
gardens on this year’s tour.

At that point, however, Ms. Jenner 
had not yet planted an unexpected gift 
of  eleven rosebushes which required a 
significant overhaul of  their front garden, 
but the Garden Club members knew they 
had a sure winner.

“We tell our gardeners – and we are 
really, really clear about this the previous 
year – we chose your garden based on how 
it looks today, so please don’t undertake 

anything strenuous or out of  the ordinary 
to get it ready for the tour next year,” says 
Ms. Ryan, before adding with a laugh, 
“One year and not one gardener has ever 
listened to what we said! In some respects, 
the pressure is on and in another respect 
it is, ‘Well, we have been wanting to do 
this for a while now that is the shove we 
need.’”

The couple, however, didn’t need much 
of  a nudge. 

Their eclectic garden has been a labour 
of  love since they moved to Hill Drive over 
25 years ago. 

At that time, Ms. Jenner describes the 
area as not much more than a “desert” 
with some grass and an old swing set. 
Over time, it has evolved into lush flower 
beds, quiet corners of  calm, punctuated 
with bursts of  colour. 

Faced with that “desert,” the natural-
born gardeners knew they had a lot of  
work to do, but “work” is all relative. 

“I used to live in an apartment building 
and we had plants on the balcony and off  
the rails, on the floor,” says Thomson. “I 
had an allotment garden when I was out 
living near the university and no tradition 
of  gardening in my family. That first year 
I grew lots of  peas, beans and green stuff. 
Of  course, we would trade tomatoes for 
chard and mess around with other people. 
We ended up with far more than the two 
of  us could eat so we were giving a lot of  
it away.

“This garden (on Hill Drive) started 
because I wanted to put in a vegetable 
patch!”

So much for the veggies. The peas, beans 
and chard have given way to colourful 
varieties of  flowers, many of  which were 
specifically selected to flourish in the 
shade – shade generated from particularly 
enthusiastic trees on their neighbours’ 
properties. 

“One thing we try to do is get something 
to bloom throughout the summer,” says 
Jenner. “In the spring we always found 
that the garden looks great and then it 
sort of  got very ratty towards the middle 
and end of  summer. We tried to make 
sure there is always something blooming 
throughout the summer.”

Now, people can see for themselves.
Ms. Jenner says she and John have 

wanted to be on the Garden Tour for a 
long while. They particularly enjoy seeing 
how people interpret their individual 
styles of  gardening to their own unique 
spaces, whether they are backing onto an 
industrial unit, contending with a hillside, 
or dealing with a generally “quirky” 

shape. 
“We have never seen two the same,” 

says Mr. Thompson. 
And that, in the end, is just what the 

Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society 
strives for.

“One day at the Farmers’ Market, a 
woman came up to us when we were 
selling tickets and she said, ‘Oh, yeah, I 
have been on your tour and I have already 
seen the gardens.’” Recalls Ms. Ryan. “’No, 
you haven’t,’ I said, ‘because we try not to 
repeat a garden in ten years!’”

This year’s Annual Tour of  Gardens 
takes place this Sunday, June 25. Tickets 
are $15 and can be purchased in advance at 
Caruso & Co. (15210 Yonge Street), King’s 
Black Forest Garden Centre (15445 Keele 
Street), Aurora Home Hardware, and this 
Saturday at the Aurora Farmers’ Market.

Tickets may also be purchased on the 
same day at the first garden on the tour, 
located at 15 Pine Needle Drive.

For more information, call 905-713-6660.

The Hill Drive Garden of Diane Jenner and John Thomson is featured on this year’s Garden Tour. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Continued from page 11

  Briefly

traditional Anishnaabe storytelling by 
Kim Wheatley, and will make use of  the 
Armoury showcasing the official launch 
of  the Museum & Archives’ online 
exhibition celebrating the history of  the 
park itself.

The permanent online exhibition 
will feature memories and photos 
contributed by community-members 
past and present.

While you will be able to explore Town 
Park’s virtual history, you will also be 
able to go hands-on with some original 
artefacts uncovered from the Museum’s 
archives. 

“I am really looking forward to seeing 
the Town Park animated,” says Ms. 
White. “So often [at many Town Park 
events you see] people sitting around on 
chairs watching things unfold, but we’re 
going to have things going on throughout 
the Park. The Parade is going to go up 
and down the centre and, if  traffic isn’t 
too bad, maybe around the perimeter. 
Then there is the actual music that 
comes with the Dance in the Park at 
night. I would like to see this entire place 
come to life as we see in so many of  the 
historical events that took place there.”

Adds Ms. Johnson: “, I am excited to 
see how the party unfolds and see the 
people coming together and bringing out 
the essence of  this park in real time.”

If  you’re getting crafty with 

decorating your bikes, skateboards and 
yourselves for the parade, don’t forget 
to pre-register, if  you can, through 
the Town of  Aurora’s e-Play program 
(aurora.ca). Registration will guarantee 
you a rosette ribbon for parade entry 
and, if  your efforts rise to the top, a 
mammoth rosette and secret gift prize!

Earn your ribbons at Party  
in the Park

TRUE PATRIOTS LOVE
This year’s York Region Pride Parade moved north to Newmarket this year, attracting a local crowd. (Top 
Left) York Region Deputy Police Chief Andre Crawford – an Aurora resident – joined the rest of the men 
and women in blue on Main Street Newmarket. (Top Left) Aurora Councillor Wendy Gaertner got into 
the spirit of the occasion. (Middle) Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson with son Kash. (Bottom) 
The contingent from Team Liberal included Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev,  
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard, and Stouffville MP Jane Philpott, the Federal Minister  
of Health.                             Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

25 IMPAIRED DRIVERS CHARGED LAST WEEK
York Regional Police charged 25 impaired drivers as well as 114 distracted drivers over the past 

week. 25 were charged with impaired between June 12 and June 19. 20 drivers were charged for being 
impaired by alcohol, three with being impaired by drugs, and two for failing to provide a breath 
sample. Of  these incidents, nine arrests were a result of  calls from concerned citizens, one driver 
was charged after being involved in a collision and 15 were stopped by RIDE spot checks or officers 
on general patrol. “York Regional Police thanks members of  the community for helping us stop and 
arrest impaired drivers by calling 9-1-1 through the Safe Roads...Your Call program,” said Police. “We 
consider these incidents a life-threatening crime in progress and will continue to respond to these 
calls.”

LOCAL AUTHORS LAUNCH SATURDAY
Local contributors to the newly-released book “Chicken Soup for the Soul: The Spirit of  Canada” 

will be ready to sign your copies at a local launch this Saturday, June 24, from 11 – 3 p.m. The launch, 
which features a number of  Aurora contributors, will take place at Chapters Newmarket (17440 Yonge 
Street). Get your books signed and personalized to you. Authors invite you to “come hear our stories 
of  love and pride.”
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Not for Profit Sports Camp & 
Retreat Facility Since 1967

www.teenranch.com • 519-941-4501

OVERNIGHT & DAY CAMPS
Hockey-Horses-Soccer-Extreme-BMX-WHAM

Summer Hockey Programs
Father/Son Hockey Retreat June 16 - 18

Your Best 
Summer 

Starts 
Here!

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

905.841.0916
sales@promotionalmarketing.ca

“Dangerous dog” and on-leash crackdown will 
better protect the public: Council

By Brock Weir

New provisions spelling out just 
what constitutes a “dangerous” dog, 
and a crackdown on leashes, will allow 
animal control officers to better protect 
the public, according to Council.

Aurora approved a series of  changes 
to the Town’s existing Animal Control 
bylaws this week after they received 
tentative approval last Tuesday at 
General Committee.

Among these changes is a move to 
follow Toronto’s lead in defining what 
a “dangerous dog” is in municipal 
legislation.

The move follows a motion earlier 
this year floated by Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
to provide clarity on what can often be 
a very murky matter.

In her report to Council, Mandie 
Crawford, Aurora’s Manager of  
Bylaw Services, said Ontario’s Dog 
Owners’ Liability Act speaks to the 
responsibilities of  dog owners, restricts 
pit bulls and gives Peace Officers the 
power to seize or quarantine animals 
under specific conditions, but there is 
some grey area.

“This legislation may not be 
appropriate in all circumstances 
where a minor bite or attack has 
occurred and has been investigated,” 
she said. “Introducing ‘dangerous dog’ 
provisions in the Town’s Animal Control 
Bylaw would enable officers to impose 
restrictions such as muzzling and/or 
requiring a dog to receive behavioural 
training. This may adequately address 
the risk and allow dog owners to keep 
their pet under certain restrictions.”

The suggested amendments included 
allowing the “dangerous dog” label 
be applied to dogs that have “bitten, 
attacked or pose a menace to the 
public” following an “investigation of  
the severity of  the behaviour or bite.”

“Provisions would allow for an 
appeal to the Director who would have 
the ability to lift the ‘dangerous dog’ 
designation if  they are of  the opinion 
the dog has been rehabilitated,” she 
said.

Additional provisions would ban 
dangerous dogs from Canine Commons, 
Aurora’s leash-free dog park near 
the top of  Industrial Parkway North, 
muzzling the dangerous dogs when 
they are off  their owner’s property 
and requiring an increased licence fee 
to “offset the extra administration for 
dangerous dogs.”

“One or all of  the restrictions could 
be imposed upon the dog depending on 
the severity of  the bite or dangerous 
behaviour, the frequency of  aggressive 
actions or attacks and would be 
progressive in nature if  there is a 
reoccurrence,” said Ms. Crawford. 
“Exemptions would be in place for dogs 
where an investigation of  the attack 
reveals the dog was acting in self-
defence.”

Additional amendments to the 
Animal Control bylaw will see dog 
owners restricted to leashes of  three 
metres to address concerns that dogs 
on longer leashes are less likely to 
be brought under control by their 
owner, and restricting the handling 
of  dogs on leashes to three at a time, 
and restricting the number of  animals 
under one person’s care at Canine 
Commons to three.

“Adding provisions under the 
current bylaw to address leash lengths 
and their use, the number of  animals 
on-leash that an individual may handle, 
and have oversight of  while in the dog 
park will give Animal Control Officers 
more preventative and appropriate 
tools for enforcement,” concluded 
Ms. Crawford.” It will also assist dog 
owners with options for rehabilitation 
of  dogs instead of  answering to charges 
in court. Adding provisions for the 
keeping of  animals during extreme 
weather conditions will reduce health 
risks to animals.”

When the changes were brought 
forward to local lawmakers last week, 
they expressed support but questioned 
whether they actually went far enough. 

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, for 
instance, said she recently received a 
call from a member of  the public about 
a dog being left in a nearby backyard 
they suspected was being treated 
improperly, barking excessively and 
“getting upset.

“Kids were actually getting upset 
and residents can’t enjoy the peace and 
quiet of  their backyard or home,” said 
Councillor Gaertner, asking what can 
be done to help residents in this case.

In response, Techa van Leeuwen, 
Aurora’s Director of  Corporate 
Services, said cases of  persistent 
barking is a violation of  the noise bylaw 
and would require a resident to keep a 
log of  when the dog is barking to aid 
in a bylaw investigation. Complaints, 
she added, could also be relayed to the 
OSPCA if  care is a concern.

Nevertheless, Councillor Gaertner 
welcomed the changes on “dangerous 
dog” acts and leashes.

“This has been a problem for the 
Town and I think it is a problem for 
most municipalities about dogs being 
on leash and people being either scared 
or injured, and a lot of  people do not 
adhere to the bylaw even though it is 
posted,” she said. “Of  course, we can’t 
control every single area, but I am glad 
to see we’ve tightened it up and we’re 
following Toronto’s lead in this.”
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CANDLES

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CONTRACTOR

CREMATION DECKS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

KUNG-FU

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE

MOVING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

Classic Limousine Service
Airport Transfers • Corporate Services • Special Events

Shirley Jean Limousine

Mobile: 289-221-0030
AuroraLimousineServices@gmail.com

Zonta
Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Stone Work
Interlocking
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring

Bathrooms
Kitchens

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

J.N.H. CONTRACTING
BARN PAINTING ALL BUILDINGS
Heavy duty seamless eavestrough,
House painting and maintenance,
Gutter guard systems,
Roof screw nailing and repairs,
Free estimates Ontario wide. 
Joe Harrison

1 (800) 295 0971

See the difference 35 years of experience makes

TOP QUALITY • REASONABLE RATES
Call Neil for a Free Estimate

647.625.3325
website:

www.decksbythewoodsman.com

DECKS
by

The Woodsman
• TREX/Composite
• Pressure Treated 
• Cedar
• Custom Hand Rail 
   {wood/metal/glass}
• Deck Refinishing

32

Proudly serving York Region

rhinorestorations@gmail.com

We provide a variety of services
• Concrete Patio • Waterproofing

• Kitchens • Bathrooms • Windows
• Doors Demolition • Garbage Clean Up
• Basements • Maintenance & Additions

YOUR LOCAL KING CITY CONTRACTOR
Call 905-773-7466
for your quote today!

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

www.gelmaniacandles.com
We pride ourselves on using the fi nest candle making ingredients available today

 to make hand poured candles that are Highly Fragrant–Long Burning–Affordably Priced. 

416.779.8203 | 190- industrial Parkway S  Aurora, Ontario L4G 3 V5

Home of the

CANDLE
Gelmania Candles

REUSABLE

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR STORE HOURS

SUMMER 
HOURS

From June 14
Open everyday 

Monday 
to Saturday 

13:00 to 18:00 
Sunday Closed
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THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

REGISTERED RECES re-
quired for local school aged child 
care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with chil-
dren ages 4-12 years. Available  
for part time split shift Monday to Friday 7 - 9 
am and 3 - 6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat 
processing facility from Arthur im-
mediately requires 16 Wholesale and 
Retail Butchers with a minimum of  2 
to 3 years of  direct hands on experi-
ence in meat cutting and processing. 
Duties include cutting and sectioning 
of  meat, skinning and removing blem-
ishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail 
sales. HS diploma or equivalent re-
quired. Positions offered are perma-
nent full time and salary is $16.00/hr for 
42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in person at 7597 Jones 
Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@ 
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-
2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LOOKING for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-site supervisor for the York Region area. 
Please email resume to: stepheno@intercityrealty.com fax: 
905-597-0493   office: 905-597-0227.

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

SERVICES

SHEEPSKIN COAT –  Danier  100%sheep-
skin coat. Perfect condition. Only worn 
twice. Best offer. For more information and 
to view 905-727-6497.

LAWN  MAIN-
TENANCE  and 
landscaping. Resi-
dential, Commercial 
and Industrial. Free 
estimate. Leave mes-
sage  905-832-7737.

LARGE FILING 
CABINET 4 draw-
ers, with coat  
hanger. $100 obo. 
905-960-4721.

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 
 

CARRIERS
WANTED 

 

SENIORS 
WELCOME

to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday. 
Earn money while getting exercise. 

Contact Cephise  416-505-2770

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

CLASSIFIEDS
Call: 905-727-3300 Ext. 102

Your son. Our mission.

Digital & Social Media Specialist
A 12-month contract position, 

with the opportunity for full-time employment.

The Digital & Social Media Specialist assists with the design, coordination, and exe-
cution of the School’s internal and external messaging. The successful candidate will 
design school marketing and communication pieces using Adobe Creative Suite pro-
grams, including the alumni magazine, The Andrean, open house advertising, programs, 
and brochures. S/he will help to plan and implement a comprehensive social media and 
digital strategy including managing the School’s social media pages and generating 
and sharing daily content that explores the world of St. Andrew's College and builds 
meaningful connections with all constituent groups.

The Communications Officer, Publications, assists with the coordination of all internal 
and external messaging for the College. The successful candidate will be responsible 
for the School’s bi-annual alumni magazine, The Andrean, including the creation of 
story line-ups, writing short and feature stories, and managing the School’s outside 
design firm. S/he will also be responsible for developing content for the SAC website 
and helping to organize media events. Experience in desktop publishing would be con-
sidered an asset.

Applications, including a covering letter and resume, should be forwarded  
electronically by Friday, June 16, 2017 to: HR@sac.on.ca
To find out more, visit our website at www.sac.on.ca

St. Andrew's College is hiring.

Communications Officer, Publications
A full-time position

• Working at Heights, Construction, 
requires MOL License……  
$19.00 / hr.

• Reach Truck Licensed Operators, 
min 5 years exp. $17.00 / hr.

• Walkie & Counterbalance  
Operators, $17.00 /hr.

• Design Engineer, Bakery  
Equipment, $65K

• Safety Compliance Officer, Truck 
Transportation Company, $90K

• Dispatcher (Truck) , weekend 
shift, TMW, Van & Flatbed exp., 
Full Time

• MIG Welders……….… $17-18 / hr.
• Maintenance Electricians…  
$30/ hr. … Rotating D & A shifts

• Millwrights, Bolton, $30/hr.,  
rotating 3 shift operation.

• Manufacturing Jobs, 12 hour shifts 
(Days & Nights) Mon – Thurs., + 
Fri 8 hr., $15.75 / hr.   

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Phone

866-274-7231 Toll Free

Giampierre’s 
Beauty Salon 
is looking to rent 
a Hairstylist 
or Barber a chair 
in their salon.

  Please inquire with Peter at 
  905-727-1369

FREE 
TO JOIN 
AVON!

START TODAY  
& GET GIFT!!
FOR INFORMATION 

CALL OR TEXT LINDA

905 557 0070
LindaDH@rogers.com

PART-TIME "as needed" (2 - 5 days/
week). Wood shop/prep person entry lev-
el (hand sanding/filling). Willing to train. 
Dufferin/Steeles area (easy walk from 
bus stop). Canadian Police Identifica-
tion Certificate required $13/hr. Email  
resume to: touchupsplus@gmail.com (no 
phone calls accepted) Only those considered 
will be contacted.

LAWN 
MAINTENANCE

FOR 
SALE

meeting on Sunday mornings at 
former Aurora Library 56 Victoria Street

10:45 a.m. Worship Service with Bible classes for children

registration   www.faith-baptist-aurora.org or 905-392-5919

              Outdoor Adventure
         in South Aurora for ages 3 to 12
 July 31 to August 4   10:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
  $ games $crafts $music $Bible stories

RCHAE INS G
FOR 

TREASURE!

Do you 
need a 

CLEANING 
LADY

honest and 
hard working 

and has as been 
cleaning for 

over 25 years!
Call Judith 

905-713-2727

JUNE 5 – JUNE 30
Town Hall’s Skylight Gallery features Zorica 

and Nenad Miric’s artwork in their show called “A 
Potpourri of  Colour, Numbers and Dance”, which 
is about their passion for paint and dance. This 
mixed media display includes art combined with 
numbers with a vivid expression of  motion and music 
intertwined with stories that numbers hide. Visit the 
Skylight Gallery this month and enjoy how the artists’ 
play with colours and shapes as they share their 
passion for dance. Artists’ reception is Friday, June 23, 
from 7 – 9 p.m.  

SATURDAY, JUNE 24
BIKE AURORA – Bring your family and ride 

your bike to one of  three parks – Ada Johnson Park, 
Copland Park or Evans Park in Aurora – and from the 
parks we will tour the beautiful trail network with 
fellow cyclist and meet at the Seniors’ Centre for bike 
clinics, e-bike demos, prizes and more. Bike tour is free.  
BBQ will be available For more information, visit www.
aurora.ca/bikeaurora. 

* * * * 
Kingsway Arms Retirement Residence will host its 

annual Around The Block Yard Sale today from 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. (145 Murray Drive) All proceeds benefit the 

Alzheimer Society of  York Region.

* * * * 
The Aurora Farmers’ Market hosts its annual 

Strawberry Festival today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Today’s 
festival features live entertainment from the Aurora 
Community Band. The Market is located on Wells 
Street. 

* * * * 
The Canadian Tire Aurora Jumpstart Family Fun 

Day will take place today from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Canadian Tire on Bayview Avenue. There will be games 
and activities for the family, as well as a BBQ, raffles 
and auctions. 100% of  proceeds raised will go towards 
helping children in Aurora get into organized sports.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25
Let’s Rock ‘n Roll MS Away, a 1950s-theme 

afternoon of  family fun gets underway at Schomberg 
Fairgrounds today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  There will 
be a brief  opening ceremony at noon with guests and 
local politicians. The event is aimed at promoting 
awareness and raising funds for those living with 
MS in York Region. Attractions throughout the 
fairgrounds include an incredible car show featuring 
classic, custom, European and street rods, complete 
with “Best in Show” prizes. Children’s attractions, 
rides and games are also on tap. Indulge with a slice 
of  pizza from a wood-burning oven, fresh squeezed 
lemonade, or ice cream straight from the ice cream 
truck. Main stage entertainment will include a 
fabulous ‘50s rock ‘n roll show and Elvis tribute by 

singer Peter Marino. Organizers are pleased to have 
“The Italianista” Romina Monaco as MC on the main 
stage.

* * * * 
GARDEN AURORA! The Aurora Garden Club 

presents our annual tour of  seven beautiful gardens. 
The owners of  these private paradises will be available 
to answer all of  your questions. Again this year, local 
artists will be in attendance showcasing their works. This 
is a self  guided tour, rain or shine. Tickets are $15.00 and 
available at local vendors and Garden #1 for same day. Go 
to www.gardenaurora.ca for further information.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28
Music in the Park – formerly Gospel Fest – takes 

over Town Park from 7 – 9 p.m. this evening; night of  
entertainment with uplifting, energetic music meeting 
great food in a safe, family environment. Hosted in 
Aurora’s beautiful Town Park, the night is heading into 
it’s fourth year with three live performers from the GTA 
taking the stage including Juno Award Nominee Drew 
Brown. This night has something for people of  all ages 
and promises to be a great start to your summer. There 
is no cost to enter but make sure you bring your own 
chair or blanket as grass space will get filled up fast! 
Gospelfest.ca
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Congratulations 
to The Country Day School’s Class of 2017

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin street, King, ontario  l7B 1K5   t: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

Our

79 
GraDuaTeS

reCeiveD

410 
aDmiSSiOn OfferS

frOm

75 
CanaDian, u.S. anD

inTernaTiOnal univerSiTieS

anD

$1.1M
in SChOlarShip OfferS

Azeem Ali, York University
Matthew Allen, University of Toronto 
Thalia Anobile, Queen’s University 
Dina Arrigo, Ryerson University 
Wren Bahen, Georgian College
Kyra Bates, Guelph University
Eric Becker, Brock University 
Beau Binnie, University of Ottawa
Alia Brown, Queen’s University 
Sam Cantor, Queen’s University 
Reid Carpenter, Wilfrid Laurier University
Mark Carpenter, University of Waterloo 
Celine Celi, Guelph University
Megan Coulter, McGill University
Megan Davies, St. Francis Xavier University
Trinity De Simone, University of Oxford 
Nicholas Denniston, Queen’s University 
Anthony Di Giorgio, University of Waterloo 
Michael Di Pede, Wilfrid Laurier University
Daniel Dvoskine, York University
Julia Garbe, University of Waterloo 
Marcus Giotta, University of British Columbia
Alex Godson, Wilfrid Laurier University
Aryan Hakim, Gap Year
Jillian Hardy, York University
Logan Hunt, Mount Allison University

Ali Iwai, Queen’s University 
Zachary Joffe, University of Waterloo 
Mackenzie Johnston, University of Toronto 
Magellan Jull, Western University
Vanessa Kapetanakos, Queen’s University 
Hafsa Khan, Gap Year
Michelle Kim, University of Toronto 
Jenna Latowsky, Queen’s University 
Connor Lavis, Dalhousie University
Caroline Leary, Queen’s University 
Caitlynn Leupolt, Queen’s University 
Andrew Littlejohn, Univerity of Alabama
David Littlejohn, University of Louisville 
Gregor Logan, Dalhousie University
Robert Luba, Wilfrid Laurier University
Daniel MacIver, UOIT
Michelle Mao, OCAD University
Nicole Martirossian, York University
Charley McCann, Queen’s University 
Gwyneth McFarlane, Guelph University
Lauren Michelberger, Queen’s University 
Beth Nella, Wilfrid Laurier University
Tony Nguyen, Ryerson University 
Connor O’Brien, Wilfrid Laurier University
Corson Panneton, University of Waterloo 
Luke Pasquali, Wilfrid Laurier University
Nicole Petrovita, Western University

Megan Poropat, Dalhousie University
Iain Quayle, Gap Year
Cameron Railton, Western University
Olivia Railton, University of Oxford 
McKenna Ryan, Parsons School of Design
Kendra Shields, University of Ottawa
Henry Simmonds, Conestoga College 
Elena Sinclair, Queen’s University 
Jonathan Sorbo, Gap Year
Graydon Staples, Gap Year
Samantha Stellnberger, York University
Alex Sward, Wilfrid Laurier University
Liam Sykes, University of Waterloo 
Sabrina Tarasca, Lakehead University
Alice Tchernychova, University of Toronto 
Sinead Tebbutt, University of British Columbia
Brian Tomkay, University of Waterloo 
Nili Tonkonog, Wilfrid Laurier University
Jose Torrealba, Western University
Kate Turner, Gap Year
Willem von Schilling, Wilfrid Laurier University
Kyla Webber, Dalhousie University
Andrew Weiss, Guelph University
Mackenzie Winch, Guelph-Humber University
Alex Wyndham-West, Dalhousie University
Brandon Yang, Wilfrid Laurier University

CDS graduates received offers of admission to programs at some of the finest universities 
across Canada and around the world. Well done, Grads!

CDS_GY2017_Grad Ad_FINAL_Jun16.indd   1 6/19/17   10:15 AM
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JUNIOR SCHOOL PROGRAM (Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5): 
At Pickering College, we off er a dynamic, nurturing and positi ve learning 

environment where your child’s curiosity is sti mulated, leadership skills are 
culti vated, and fun-fi lled interacti ve learning is meaningful and focused. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6 to 8):  
Our 21st century integrati ve, exploratory approach to learning connects 
students to the real world. We emphasize the development of rati onal 

and criti cal thinking through project-based learning.

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 9 to 12): 
Pickering College prepares students for university while also encouraging 

them to make a diff erence in the world as ethical, compassionate and 
values-based decision-makers. Our academic curriculum focuses on 

excellence and innovati on while ensuring students have a solid 
understanding of core subjects. All students also have countless opportuniti es 

to parti cipate in leadership acti viti es, community service, sports and the 
arts and excursions, both locally and globally.

APPLY NOW

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Pickering College competed at the Canadian Rocky Mountain Music Festi val 2017.

for September 2017

Limited space sti ll available in some grades

New Class in Grades 7 & 9

Come and fi nd out how our nurturing environment 
and specialized programming can help your child to succeed. 

16945 Bayview Ave. Newmarket
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Discover 
Pickering College 

in Newmarket
Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, confi dent 
and resilient. Our approach to educati on ensures that they are 

able to reach their full potenti al, achieve their personal and 
academic goals, and deal eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

Apply now for 
September 2017

Limited space sti ll available in some grades

NEW CLASS IN GRADES 7 & 9! 

Register for a tour of our historic campus.

 Tuesdays:  9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesdays: 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

 

Please register. Call: 905-895-1700 ext. 259

Book your personal tour today! 

For more informati on please call us at 
905-895-1700 ext. 259 
or email us at 
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 

• Dedicated and caring teachers who are specialists in their fi eld

• Small class sizes and personalized att enti on at every grade

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• Fully integrated Global Leadership Program (JK to Grade 12)

• Full recreati onal and competi ti ve co-curricular program

• Hot lunch program

• 100% placement at top universiti es in Canada and around the world

Our graduates are well prepared 

for what lies ahead 

in post-secondary education 

and as contributing citizens of society.

Now accepting applications 
for September 2018 

Thursdays:         9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

for all grades.


