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Canada 150  
plans take shape

By Brock Weir

Aurora may be forced to pare down its 
party to mark Canada’s 150th anniversary 
this year after the Federal cash infusion 
to help spark the celebration came in 
less than was expected. 

The Federal Government has ponied 
up $20,000 in grant funding for an 
“Indigenous Pow Wow” which is set to be 
a centrepiece in the Town’s celebrations 
marking the nation’s Sesquicentennial, 
but that is just one event Aurora was 
planning to throw. 

This week, Aurora’s Canada 150 

Looking to Rebound

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs 
are looking to rebound this  
Thursday night at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex 
as they battle St. Elizabeth in 
the YRAA hockey finals. The 
Mustangs were dealt their 
first defeat of the season on  
Monday night but return to 
home ice on March 2. For more,  
see Page 11.  
 Auroran photo  

by Jake Courtepatte

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

905-895-1700 ext. 259

Personal Tour 
Book a

BREAKFAST
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SYMPOSIUM AURORA
444 Hollandview Trail (Shoppers Plaza) 905-503-8899
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In today’s market, local, national and international 
exposure is now paramount: it is what attracts the 

most qualifi ed buyers, and the highest price for 
your home. Get your home placed in front 

of a global, affl uent audience with the largest 
global luxury network. 

We are the only real estate company in Canada to 
deliver over 1.1 billion annual online impressions in 
an era where over 87% of homebuyers are using 

the Internet in their real estate search.* 

 We are the largest 
global luxury network

 We are the largest 
global luxury network

*National Association of REALTORS®, 2015
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global luxury network

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada, Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

In today’s market, local, national and 
international exposure is now paramount: 

it is what attracts the most qualifi ed buyers, 
and the highest price for your home. 

Get your home placed in front of a global, 
affl uent audience with the largest 

global luxury network. 

850 Offi ces . 65 Countries . 
1.1 billion annual online impressions 

We are the only real estate company in Canada 
to deliver over in an era where over 87% 
of homebuyers are using the Internet in 

their real estate search 
(National Association of REALTORS®, 2015).

Call Janice Today: 416-960-9995Call Janice Today: 416-960-9995
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Get Your Home Seen Globally 

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL
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Call today for a free property evaluation!**
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Creating & Managing 
the Multiple Offer!

In today’s brisk seller’s market where
there is more than one buyer for every 

home, it is important to list with an agent 
who knows how to get you the highest 

possible price for your home!

Let me show you how my experience in 
creating and managing the multiple offer

can help you achieve your highest
expectations!

BANISHING THE WINTER BLUES – St. Andrew’s College was a music lover’s mecca as hundreds filled the school’s theatres for two nights of the Aurora 
Winter Blues Festival. Headlining Friday’s “Masters of Blues” showcase was (left) the Downchild Blues Band, represented here by lead singer Chuck Jackson. 
(Right) The Spencer Mackenzie Band opened for the iconic Canadian musicians. (Centre) Women took over Saturday night for “Lady Plays Guitar.” Here, Cecile 
Doo-Kingue pumps up the crowd. For more, see Page 10.             Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Parents urge Board to rebuild “trust”  
and reconsider northeast high school

By Brock Weir 

This fall, Grade 8 student Tristan 
Gilchrist will begin high school at Dr. 
G.W. Williams, a decision he made, like 
so many of  his friends, after shopping 
around.

But, many of  his classmates will be 
going elsewhere, namely St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Secondary School. 

It is not simply that many of  his 
classmates are Catholic, and indeed 
some of  them aren’t; but the challenges 
in getting to Williams from Aurora’s 
fastest growing quadrant is proving to be 
a challenge. 

Last week, Tristan, along with his 
mother Amanda, made a plea to the York 
Region District School Board (YRDSB) to 
step up and address these challenges by 
reconsidering a new secondary school on 
Bayview Avenue at Borealis. 

Amanda and Tristan were just two 
of  the dozens of  northeast residents 
who filled the YRDSB’s Board Room 
on February 22 asking the Board to 
review enrollment numbers at Aurora’s 
two existing public secondary schools 
and open the resulting report to public 
consultation. 

Although the YRDSB has long since 
secured the land for a new secondary 

school, they contend the numbers just 
don’t add up. Planners were on hand at 
last Tuesday’s meeting to reiterate data 
presented  earlier this year at Aurora 
Council, noting Provincial policy on 
potential new high schools states that 
students have to already be in place 
before dollars can flow for expanding to 
a new site. 

As things stand, Dr. G.W. Williams has a 
capacity of  1,196 students with enrolment 
standing at just 677. Aurora High School 
is below capacity as well, and both need 
to be above capacity before planners will 
consider a new site, or closing down Dr. 
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DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE
EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

you could have a few errands 
taken off your hands to free 
up precious time? Or have 
everything at home taken care 
of while away on holidays. 

With K+A Personal Concierge 
we make it easy! 
Whatever you need, 
we have you covered

What if... 

www.KApersonalconcierge.com

When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following Planning 
Application on Wednesday, March 22 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted applications for Amendments to the Official Plan and  
  Zoning By-law to allow a proposed two-storey place of worship and a nine-storey  
  retirement home (with tiered building step backs from the street) comprising of  
  159 suites.

PROPERTY:  15186 Yonge Street; 55, 57, 57A Temperance Street; 12 and 16 Tyler Street     

   
LEGAL DESC.: Plan 9, Part of Lots 9, 10 and 11 WYS 

APPLICANT: The Board of Trustees of the Aurora United Church      

FILE NUMBER: OPA-2016-05 and ZBA-2016-13

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Glen Letman of the Planning and Building Services  
  Department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4346, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
  Comments may also be mailed to the Planning and Building Services department  
  at the address noted below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca.  
  Please quote the file name and number.

Personal Information Collection Notice 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. Pursuant to 
Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, 
(the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded and may be disclosed to any 
individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other 
communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the 
Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your 
communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email address available 
to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. Questions about this collection should be directed 
to the Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 905-727-1375.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings

The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council or its 
Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is 
considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act.

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06), Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions  
to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the by-law is passed, the 
person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora or  
The Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submission to The 
Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the by-law is passed, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in 
the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Official Plan Amendment, Zoning 
By-law Amendment or Draft Plan of Subdivision, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the 
attention of the Director of Planning and Building  Services.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-3123, ext. 4346

Downie, Wenjack inspire “theatrical experience” with local students
By Brock Weir

Aurora resident Scott Garbe was at 
a creative crossroads when the tragic 
news about Tragically Hip frontman 

Gord Downey’s cancer diagnosis was 
announced.

Looking for inspiration for his 
students, the Country Day School 
drama teacher took out his favourite 
Tragically Hip CD – Phantom Power – 
and popped it in for the morning drive. 
As the album played, he envisioned 
scenes inspired by the music. 

The result is “Ahead by A Century 
– A Theatrical Experience Inspired by 
the Words and Music of  Gord Downie 
and the Tragically Hip.” Opening 
at Country Day School (CDS) this 
Thursday, March 2 at 7 p.m. with four 
performances through Saturday, all 
money raised through tickets sales 
benefit causes close to Gord Downie’s 
heart. 

But “Ahead By A Century” is not 
just a celebration of  The Hip, it’s also 
a poignant reminder of  the struggles 
being faced by Canada’s Indigenous 
community. 

After successfully pitching his idea 
to the students, Mr. Garbe learned 
about Downie’s work on Secret 
Path and telling the story of  Chanie 
Wenjack, an Ojibwe boy who escaped 
from a residential school in Northern 
Ontario, only to die of  hunger and 
exposure at the age of  12. 

“We had students pitch ideas based 
on 44 different Hip songs and we also 
had Chanie’s story,” explains Mr. 
Garbe. “We focused on four central 
episodes in Chanie’s story and when 
the pitches came in we noticed there 

was a pattern: they all fell into the arc 
of  human life. There were childhood 
pitches, pitches about being young 
and meeting people for the first time, 
pitches about being adults and pitches 
about facing mortality. I think the kids 
were thinking about Gord’s cancer 
diagnosis as well. It’s a bit like a DNA 
strand – you have two intertwining 
coils.”

As the production developed, 
Mr. Garbe says he saw students 
take ownership of  the importance 
of  creating something themselves 
and embracing the idea of  creating 
something they had a “stake” in, 
whether it was tackling aspects of  
Chanie’s story or putting themselves 
into the mindset of  an individual 
who, in one way or another, has been 
touched by a cancer diagnosis. 

“They wanted to do something 
important, something that touched 
somebody’s lives, contributed 
something to their country, or 
contributed to people who were 
suffering,” says Mr. Garbe. “Some 
said, ‘I haven’t heard of  the Hip, but 
I am really attracted to what we’re 
trying to say and the awareness we’re 
trying to raise,’ so I am in.”

A connection to the music of  the 
Tragically Hip might be a generational 
thing, but Mr. Garbe says the program 
fosters a relationship of  trust between 
teachers and students. They had no 
reluctance to jump in and listen to 44 
Hip tracks for the first time, he says, 
opening their minds up to the themes. 

Inspired by the David Milgaard 
case, the song Wheat Kings, in turn, 
inspired a vignette examining the 
perspectives of  the mothers of  
Milgaard and Gayle Miller. Another 
touches upon the themes of  Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and opening one’s eyes to a serious 
problem.

“In a sense, we’re celebrating 
Canada’s 150th Birthday, we’re 
celebrating the Hip, we’re celebrating 

the landscape of  the country, the 
stories that we love, the way we live, 
but also looking at shortcomings in 
our country like residential schools, 
like missing native women where we 
as a country have to take a hard look 
at the way we conduct ourselves and 
do much better,” says Mr. Garbe. 

“If  you have to tell that story, you 
have to tell that story. You have to 
do it in a way that is respectful and 
tasteful and leaves people open to 
exploring more, rather than it being 
gratuitous and shocking. I think we 
have some unique and symbolic ways 
of  addressing that that I think will 
make people think a little bit more 
deeply about those issues.”

And, as the students put the 
finishing touches on the show, that 
really remains the most important 
goal. 

“That they’re visible, the idea 
that we need to see each other is an 
important theme in the play,” says 
Mr. Garbe. “The other thing we hope 
people take away is that they’re not 
alone. There is a great line in one of  
the Hip’s songs that goes, ‘are you 
going through something because I 
am too.’ Sometimes we’re all suffering 
in silence. I think heavy burdens 
are easier to carry when we do them 
together. This is trying to encourage 
dialogue and trying to encourage the 
idea that you don’t have to bear things 
alone.

“We also want people to leave 
feeling great and celebrating the Hip’s 
music.”

Ahead by A Century takes place in 
the CDS Performing Arts Centre on 
March 2 & 3 at 7 p.m., and March 4 at 
1.30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 and 
may be purchased online at www.cds.
on.ca/ticket. All money raised from 
ticket sales will benefit the Gord Downie 
and Chanie Wenjack Fund and the 
Gord Downie Fund for Brain Cancer 
Research – Sunnybrook Foundation. 

Photo by Stan Behal
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 12925 Yonge St, Richmond Hill 
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com  

OakRidgesRetirement.com

So many of our residents tell us that 
it just “felt right” when they walked 

in the doors at Oak Ridges and 
got that “welcome home” feeling. 

Choosing the right residence can be 
just that easy! Experience that Oak 

Ridges feeling for yourself! Arrange 
a personal visit by calling Kristen or 

Catherine at (905) 773-4220.

Some things
just feel right.

RATES STARTING 
FROM $3580.00

International 
Women’s Day
Thursday, March 9 • 2 - 3 pm
Once again Oak Ridges Retirement 
Community welcomes The Memory 
Project, this time to celebrate 
International Women’s Day. Guest 
speaker, L Colonel Susan Beharriell  
will present “Military Intelligence: 
An Oxymoron” lecture.

RSVP to Kristen or Catherine for all 
events at (905) 773-4220.

St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration
Friday, March 17 • 2 - 3 pm
Join us for our second Passport 
event to celebrate Ireland! The 
talented students of the Aroon 
Academy of Irish Dance will 
present a fantastic performance
that will be sure to have you 
dancing in your seat!

Patient and Doctor 
Communication
Thursday, March 23 • 3 - 4 pm
Are you or your loved one concerned 
that you’re not getting the best 
medical help possible? Join us for 
an educational presentation on 
the importance of communication 
between you and your doctor. You 
will also gain helpful tips on what to 
note before, during and after a visit 
with a healthcare provider.

Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

Environmentalism begins at home for Nature Aurora

By Brock Weir

Having a positive impact on the 
environment doesn’t always have to 
be a daunting task. In fact, some of  the 
most important steps towards a greener 
future can begin in your own backyard.

This was the philosophy of  the 
founding members of  Aurora’s 
Environmental Advisory Committee 
when it was formed just over 10 years 
ago, and it is a mandate which lives 
on through these members in Nature 
Aurora, a group of  volunteer citizen 
scientists working on conservation 
projects right here in Aurora. 

Now, after wild successes on local 
environmental projects ranging ground 
breaking work on the ecological impacts 
of  stormwater ponds, to a complete 
inventory of  all the breeding birds 
in Aurora, to laying the foundations 
of  getting schools across Ontario to 
maintain and monitor bird nesting 
boxes, Nature Aurora is looking for 
your help on taking things to the next 
level.

This Saturday, March 4, Nature 
Aurora is holding a volunteer open 

house for people who “love all things 
wild” and are interested in learning 
how to become “citizen scientists.” 
Open from 2.30 – 5 p.m. at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, this is an opportunity 
to find out how to become involved 
in monitoring and maintaining bird 
boxes, monitoring chimney swifts, 
surveying frogs, toads and owls in 
Aurora, and spearheading an inventory 
of  the local mammal population. 

“We want to expand,” says founding 
member David Tomlinson, the noted 
landscape architect behind the Ivy 
Jay Nature Preserve. “We have the 
breeding birds and have almost mapped 
the frogs, amphibians, and reptiles, but 
we need to do the mammal population 
and insects. We need to start recruiting 
people. In the Nature Reserve, we have 
a complete record of  every pair of  birds 
that has nested there for 16 years, and 
how they have increased and decreased 
as development has progressed. [When 
we have complete data on what is 
happening] we have a base on what the 
effects are. It is critical because it is no 
good just improving things if  you don’t 
know whether you are or not. Aurora 

has an amazing base, but if  not for our 
effort it would not be there.”

Nancee Webb has always had a love 
for nature close to home. Growing 
up with a mother she describes as a 
“backyard birder” there is nothing 
more beautiful, she says, than birdsong.

“Being green and being 
environmentally conscious and a friend 
of  nature starts in your own backyard 
and your own town,” she says, of  why 
she joined the Environmental Advisory 
Committee and Nature Aurora. “This 

is the way people can do it. Rather than 
the big picture, let’s concentrate on the 
small. If  everyone was to concentrate 
on their own town, there would be a lot 
of  benefit.”

Volunteering with Nature Aurora is 
open to everyone. If  you’re a high school 
student looking for community service 
opportunities, this counts. If  you are a 
citizen at large with a special skillset or 
interest, that is beneficial too. The most 
important thing, Tomlinson and Webb 

Nature Aurora members Nancee Webb and David Tomlinson look over the inventory of birds calling  
Aurora home. This Saturday, the group hosts an open house for new and potential new members. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Learn more about Arboretum

Machell’s Corners

The Annual General Meeting of  
the Aurora Community Arboretum 
will be held on Monday, March 27, at 
7.00 p.m. in the Magna Room of  the 
library.  Please join us to hear about our 
accomplishments of  the past year and 
our future plans. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Only those with paid 2017 
memberships will be eligible to vote.  
Here is the link to our website where you 
can renew your membership or become 
a member: www.auroraarboretum.ca/
get-involved/join

Hope to see you there!

Nancee Webb
Vice Chair

Aurora Community Arboretum

… and I guess we’ll cry if  we have to.
Every once in a while our 

elected officials liken something 
to Groundhog Day; not the little 
critter who is yanked out of  his hole, 
mid-hibernation each year, to give 
invariably false hope to people like 
you and me that Spring will have an 
early arrival, rather the classic Bill 
Murray movie in which our hero 
relives the same day over and over 
again. 

Most recently around the Council 
table, the comparison has been made 
by lawmakers about the development 
of  Library Square and, until very 
recently, the lack thereof. 

I was just waiting for it to be trotted 
out at last week’s Council meeting 
once again, but it just didn’t come. 
There is, however, still time – but the 
same can’t be said for the subject. 

Last week. Council took its first in-
depth look at some of  the interesting 
ideas that have been brainstormed by 
the creative and enthusiastic group 
of  community members convened 
last year to plan the many different 
ways the Town of  Aurora can mark 
Canada’s 150th Birthday later this 
year.

The ideas floated around that 
table have been diverse. Some gained 
traction, some didn’t. Some were 
taken to the next level and some were 
taken out of  their hands entirety on 
logistics issues.

But, with some hard work, they 
came up with a shortlist of  events 
with a great deal of  potential.

Among the sure things, thanks 
to a small grant from the Federal 
Government, is a ceremonial pow 
wow to celebrate our First Nations 
and Indigenous Peoples. There is also 
to be a legacy component of  some kind 
– location eyed for Library Square 
but officially to-be-determined – with 
a water feature, and a youth event 
spearheaded and sponsored by State 
Farm Insurance and the local Rotary 
Club.

Less certain, however, is a planned 
military tattoo slated for the Aurora 
Community Centre following a 
similar blueprint to that established 
by Aurora’s Sesquicentennial 
Committee back in 2013.

The reason? 
“This is a timing issue,” said Al 

Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks 
and Recreation. “We are looking to 
get as much time into the preparation 
of  the event as possible. We can’t 
make a commitment that it is actually 

going to happen because we are fairly 
late in the planning process. We have 
put a statement [in the report before 
Council] that we are going to make 
our best efforts, but if  we do find that 
we haven’t got sufficient time to plan 
the event, we can certainly come back 
and notify Council of  those results. 
We are looking to try and get as much 
lead time for the planning of  this 
event as possible.”

Stop gap measures, of  course, were 
floated by Council, keen to ensure that 
the military has a role in Aurora’s 
Canada 150 celebrations, after all, 
as pointed out by Mayor Dawe, this 
is not only the Sesquicentennial 
of  Confederation, but it is also the 
Centennial of  the Battle of  Vimy 
Ridge, one of  the key milestones in an 
independent Canada. 

The Legion, said Mayor Dawe, 
was willing to see what they could 
do about the logistics. He also added 
they were not necessarily beholden to 
the tentatively booked time of  doing 
it in May. Councillor Gaertner floated 
the idea of  somehow incorporating 
even more of  a military presence into 
the Canada Day Parade but that idea 
was put on the backburner as well, 
citing timing concerns. 

Timing, of  course, is a perfectly 
sound reason on why a Military 
Tattoo might not be feasible at this 
time to mark Canada’s 150th Birthday. 
After all, this came up on everyone so 
slowly.

It’s not like a milestone of  this 
magnitude could have possibly been 
on anyone’s radar.

There was always the distinct 
possibility Canada might have closed 
shop by 2017 and all that planning 
would have been for nought.

The anniversary, of  course, was on 
everyone’s radar.

Full credit goes to Councillor Abel 
for repeatedly requesting over the 
course of  this term of  Council that a 
financial placeholder be included in 
the Municipal Budget going forward 
to provide the framework for some 
forward planning. Until very recently, 
this was continually voted down.

As the clock ticked closer and 

closer to 2017, however, the idea 
finally gained some much needed 
traction, and a cursory budget figure 
was approved contingent on receiving 
grant dollars from the Federal 
Government.

A change of  Government in 2015 
spelled a delay in hearing back on 
whether the Feds would deliver, but 
they ultimately did – earlier this year 
– but not anywhere close to the tune 
Aurora was hoping for. 

Nevertheless, while the Canada 
150 budget remained cursory so too 
did the planning stages. Everything 
was in a holding pattern as soon as 
it reached the planning stages to see 
just how much they had to play with.

With that in place, now the 
planning by the citizen committee 
and municipal staff  can begin in 
earnest, now under the gun because 
of  a delay nobody could ever describe 
as “unforeseen” just as staff  and 
citizen members on Aurora’s 
Sesquicentennial Committee had to 
scramble in 2012 with just a month or 
two before their first scheduled event 
in February of  2013. 

“Getting married, if  I found out I 
was only willing to contribute less 
than a fifth of  the costs for a wedding 
and I was expecting someone else to 
hold a wedding for me, I think people 
would question my wanting to get 
married,” said Councillor Pirri last 
week. “Ultimately, this is an event for 
Canada’s 150th and they are prepared 
to give us $20,000. We are looking, 
ourselves, to go over and above more 
than four times the amount of  money 
the Federal Government is looking to 
support us….now we are going to be 
left holding the bill for someone else’s 
birthday.”

It is admirable to want to save a 
buck here and there, but the fact of  
the matter is, it is not “someone else’s 
birthday.” It is our collective birthday as 
a nation; something we celebrate each 
year with a myriad of  activities at the 
end of  June and the beginning of  July 
in a style befitting a municipality that 
used to pride itself  on its moniker of  
“Canada’s Birthday Town.”

A reasonable budget should have been 
set years ago as soon as focus started to 
turn to Canada’s 150th Birthday, a number 
the majority of  Council would have been 
comfortable with, and anything the Feds 
kicked in to offset the costs would have 
been gravy. 

Hindsight might be 20/20, but when 
you have 149 years of  lead time, so is 
foresight. 
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100 Women Who Care 
continues to grow

On behalf  of  the organizing 
committee of  100 Women Who Care, all 
of  the members of  our organization, 
as well as the many community groups 
who have benefited from our financial 
donations, I’d like to sincerely thank 
you for your support launching our 
organization.

We are proud of  the excitement and 
energy in the community related to 
our efforts and are so grateful for the 
article you put together to help spread 
the word in Aurora. That article served 
to draw many wonderful women out to 
their very first meeting.

We just celebrated our one year 
anniversary! 

Since our inception in September of  
2015, we have provided funds totalling 
approximately $40,000 to five different 
local charities; funds that go directly 
to the frontlines, helping those in our 
community who need assistance. 

So far, we have provided financial 
assistance to:

Inn from the Cold – an organization 
that provides emergency shelter for the 
homeless

KC’s Cancer Cushion – financial 
assistance to help families pay their 
bills as one of  their members fights 
cancer

The Shop – a local business that 
provides training, support and a safe 
place for youth in our community

Youth Speak – trained counsellors 
teach young people how to identify and 
support youth who are struggling with 
mental health issues

Girls Inc. – a group that helps to 
mentor and support young girls to help 
them be stronger, smarter and bolder

Again, our sincere thanks and 
gratitude. 

Bonnie G. Munslow
Organizing Committee, 100 Women Who Care

Central York Region
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I was honoured to welcome Seniors 
Affairs Minister Dipika Damerla to our 
riding of  Newmarket-Aurora last week as 
I hosted a roundtable with local seniors 
organizations.

We discussed important seniors’ issues 
including housing, safety, elder abuse and 
Ontario’s soon-to-be unveiled Dementia 
Strategy.

In a community where the seniors 
population is growing faster than our 
youth population, it is vital that we 
address the concerns of  our changing 
community.  

The province is working with different 
partners across government to develop 
support services and resources that serve 
Ontario’s diverse seniors population. This 
includes, providing a guide to programs 
and services for seniors in Ontario and 
funding a seniors’ INFOline through 
Service Ontario that provides information 
in many languages other than English or 
French through a third-party interpreter 
service.

The Seniors Community Grant 
program has also been successful in 
our riding. Over last three years this 
program has invested almost $23,000 for 
Newmarket-Aurora alone in four projects. 
This program is open again to applicants 
until March 3. Call my office to learn how 
to apply.

After the roundtable, we attended the 
ribbon cutting of  the Newmarket Fitness 
Centre at the Magna Centre, where several 
exercise stations are well-suited to seniors. 
The centre has state-of-the art machines 
and technology that allows members to 
track their progress on a smartphone app. 
Now it is easier for residents to get active 
and shape the way you live.

Economic Statement
Last week, the Ministry of  Finance 

released our current economic statement. 
The numbers show that we are on track to 
balance the budget as promised.

Strong economic growth and 
a responsible approach to fiscal 
management are enabling the government 
to continue making strategic investments 
that help Ontarians. The province’s 
economy continues to perform well and 
private-sector economists expect Ontario 
to be one of  Canada’s fastest-growing 
provinces over the next two years.

The economy continues to create jobs, 
and the unemployment rate in Ontario 
has been lower than the national average 
for 22 consecutive months. Balancing the 
budget in 2017-18 and supporting inclusive 
growth are part of  Ontario’s plan to create 
jobs, grow our economy and help people 
in their everyday lives.

While this is good news for residents 
in Newmarket-Aurora and across the 
province, we recognize more must be done 
to ensure everyone in our community 
can meet their potential. We are focused 
on growing Ontario’s export market and 
reducing red tape to create jobs.

Pre-Budget Townhall
This past Tuesday I took part in a 

Pre-Budget Telephone-Townhall with 
colleague and friend, Steven De Duca, 
MPP for Vaughan. The purpose was to 
reach out to constituents and find out 
what their issues are. The telephone town 
hall meeting was very successful, with 
more than 19,000 participants. We heard 
about what is important to the residents 

of  Aurora and Newmarket: Job creation, 
balancing the budget, health care, 
education, childcare, infrastructure and 
public transit were all top-of-mind.

Thank you to all the residents who 
participated and to those who reached out 
to my constituency office when they were 
unable to participate.

This type of  outreach helps me 
understand the best way to serve 
our amazing riding and make our 
communities even better.  

Inn From the Cold
Saturday night I was honoured to once 

again be part of  the Coldest Night of  the 
Year walk, hosted by Inn From the Cold. 
This walk raises money for the hungry, 
the homeless and the hurting in over 100 
communities across Canada.

Since 2011, the Coldest Night of  the 
Year has raised over $12 million dollars 
Canada wide.

This year’s walk in Newmarket raised 
$50,000. As the Minister of  Housing and 
the Minister Responsible for the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy, this organization and 
its cause is near and dear to my heart. It is 
important for me as an MPP and Minister 
to continue to support and collaborate 
with organizations such as Inn from the 
Cold.

There were supporters at 113 different 
locations across Canada, with over 16,000 
individuals walking. Newmarket’s walk 
exceeded their fundraising goal with help 
from 29 teams and 174 walkers. Thank 
you to everyone who bundled-up, walked 
and showed their support to help end 
homelessness.

Protecting Vulnerable Energy 
Consumers Act

Last week the government of  Ontario 
passed the Protecting Vulnerable Energy 
Consumers Act. This new legislation 
gives the Ontario Energy Board (OEB) 
the power to end winter disconnections 

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Continued on page 6

The Aurora Museum & Archives  
is remembering…

Winter Snow!

The big storm of March 8, 1931 created these enormous snow drifts in front  
of Mr. and Mrs. Spalding’s house at 79 Catherine Avenue. Fifteen inches  

of snow fell for two days and high winds created drifts as high as 12 feet! 

After a busy winter break in the 
community, I returned to Ottawa on 
January 30 for the start of  the winter 
session.

I have been a member of  the 
International Trade Committee since 
last year, which studies and reports 
on such matters as international 
trade policy, and the global trade and 
investment environment. We have been 
particularly busy recently ratifying 
both the Comprehensive Economic 
Trade Agreement (CETA) with Europe 
and Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement.

Earlier this year, I was appointed 
as a member to the Government 
Operations and Estimates Committee. 
This Committee`s mandate is to 
study the effectiveness and proper 
functioning of  government operations, 
on the estimates process as well as 
on the expenditure plans of  central 
departments and agencies.

This new role will continue to keep 
me busy while in Ottawa, and I am 
proud to have the opportunity to serve 
on both of  these important Committees.

I was also proud to serve as the 
captain for the Liberal Caucus hockey 
team for last month’s charity game 
against the Conservative caucus. 
The friendly game was played at the 
Canadian Tire Centre, home of  the 
Ottawa Senators.

This is as close as I will get to playing 
in the NHL! 

We had strong support from our fans, 
and the real winner of  the game was 
the Terry Fox Foundation, which was 
the recipient of  close to $7,000 that was 
raised at this year’s game. 

In Aurora, I was pleased to attend 
the Aurora Winter Blues Festival Kick-
Off  event held at Highland Automotive 
Showroom.  What a fantastic event 
– my kudos to all the volunteers and 
organizers. Our local musicians put on 
a great show, and the funds raised will 
support CHATS, Blue Door Shelters, 
and the AWBF Youth Program. If  you 
are a blues fan, the fun continued 
this past Friday and Saturday at St. 
Andrew’s College Theatre.  

It was great to be home for the Family 
Day weekend. One of  the hardest parts 
of  being your Member of  Parliament 
is the amount of  time I am in Ottawa 
and away from my two sons, Kolton 
(7 yrs. old) and Kash (5 yrs. old) and, 
of  course, from my wife Andrea. We 
had the opportunity to spend quality 
time together this Family Day, and we 
had a lot of  fun at this year’s Aurora`s 
Arctic Adventure. Congratulations to 
the Town of  Aurora for putting on a 
wonderful line-up and with many fun 
activities. It was a great event.

On a more solemn note, like all 
Canadians, I was saddened when I 
heard of  the tragic shooting deaths 
of  six people in Ste. Foy, Quebec 
last month. My deepest condolences 
and sympathies go to their families 
and friends. As senseless as this act 
was, I was proud to see the unity and 
outpouring of  support in both Aurora 
and Newmarket at the vigils. Our 
community is indeed a compassionate 
one.

 
You may reach out to my office and 

my staff  at any time for assistance or 
information on any Federal matters. 
My Constituency Office is located at 
16600 Bayview Avenue, Suite 202. You 
can reach us at Tel: 905-953-7515 or by 
email at Kyle.Peterson@parl.gc.ca.   You 
may also visit the website at kpeterson.
liberal.ca 

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP
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Did you take part in Arctic Adventure this past Monday?

Should the York Region District School Board take 
another look on closing Dr. G.W. Williams  

for a new high school in East Aurora?
Yes     No    Unsure

Previous Poll Results

Meeting with seniors

Frosty Farewell
At the risk of  offending Mother 

Nature, or El Nino, or Wiarton Willie, or 
whomever has control of  the weather, 
now that the snow has melted off, I’ve 
had enough of  winter, thank you, and 
am ready to start a new season.

We got off  lightly in the winter of  
2015/16, with minimal snowfall and 
warmer temperatures. It was more of  
a keep-an-umbrella-handy sort of  time.

But the past few months more than 
made up for it, with lots of  cold and 
snow in December, then after a brief  
January respite, more ice and snow in 
February.

It was picturesque and nostalgic 
having a white Christmas, but we’re 
well past that.

It was never fun waiting for 8 cm of  
snow to fall before the Town started 
plowing the streets. Yes, we saved a 
few tax dollars, but it was difficult and 
dangerous driving in snow that deep.

And of  course, 8 cm is when they 
started plowing the main roads. If  
you lived on some sort of  side street, 
which, face it, most of  us do, you had 
well beyond that level before a plow 
actually made a preliminary pass by, 
giving you the illusion of  freedom 
of  movement, if  only you could get 
through the resulting 50 cm high 
compacted windrow at the end of  your 
driveway.

I’m also looking forward to a having 
few more parking spaces at our local 
plazas.  It’s a cruel coincidence that 
December, the month that presents the 

most holiday-season-based challenges 
in finding a spot to put your car, is the 
month that Everest-high mountains of  
the white stuff  start to take over the 
retail parking lots.

These spaces only start to be 
regained following the mid-March 
melt when, frankly, there isn’t quite 
the rush for St Patrick’s Day shopping.

Another benefit of  the upcoming 
warmer season is that it will be nice to 
be able to walk our sidewalks without 
having a full cardio workout slogging 
through knee deep snow.

I’m not sure when it no longer 
became a requirement, but when I was 
younger, it was expected that when 
you shovelled your driveway, you also 
cleared the sidewalk in front of  our 
house. 

Nowadays, people seem to think the 
job is done when the driveway’s clear, 
because the Town will take care of  the 
sidewalks. Yes, in many cases they 

will ... eventually.  But until then, your 
neighbours still want to walk to the 
local stores, reach the super mailbox, 
get to school or the park, jog, or walk 
the dog.

No wonder you have to swerve 
around so many more people trudging 
along our sideroads in winter. They’re 
taking advantage of  the track bare 
lanes.

Another thing I’m looking forward 
to is a reduction in the amount of  salt 
and sand in my life. It accumulates on 
(and in) the car and as a result, in the 
garage. It coats and stains pants, and 
gets brought into the house on boots. 
It’s truly pervasive.

True, I’d rather not take a header 
on an icy sidewalk, but do they have 
to use so much?  I suppose a reduction 
in quantities would necessitate more 
prompt road clearing.

While normally that sounds unlikely, 
with luck maybe that will happen.

A bit of  recent public backlash has 
raised the idea that in the 2017/18 snow 
clearing season the Town may go back 
to its previous standard of  starting to 
plow at 5 cm, when not quite as much 
has fallen.  

That may not help us if  the weather 
turns over the next few weeks and we 
get one last March blast of  the white 
stuff.  But perhaps we can look forward 
to some easier winter travel next year.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com
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GO Transit expansion presents Aurora challenges
By Brock Weir

Metrolinx needs to improve its 
communication with Aurora as they eye 
significant expansion, says the Town. 

The comments came in a review of  
challenges and concerns being faced by 
the Town of  Aurora and Metrolinx, the 
Provincial body operating GO Transit, 
as the latter looks to implement all-

day 15 minute GO Train service to the 
municipality as part of  the Province’s 
Moving Ontario Forward program. 

Among the chief  concerns addressed 
by municipal staff  and local advocates 
are grade separation, particularly along 
Wellington Street, trail linkages, and, the 
perennial favourite, parking. 

“Staff  have expressed concerns with 
respect to potential impacts on the 
community with a grade separation [on 
Wellington Street East] and the ability 
to implement the Promenade Plan,” said 
Traffic Analyst Jamal Massedeh in his 
report to Council last week. “There are 
a number of  heritage properties along 
the Wellington Street corridor and the 
proximity to the Northeast Old Aurora 
Heritage Conservation District. This 
project will have significant impacts, 
including land acquisition, grading, 
construction activity, traffic rerouting, 
Berczy Street access impacts, cultural 
heritage evaluation and impacts to 
the implementation of  the Promenade 
Secondary Plan.”

When it comes to parking, the rail 
expansion project is seen as likely to 
bring in a “high number” of  commuters 
to the area, which will bring with it an 
increased demand in parking.

The report notes Metrolinx has been 
“actively working” on land acquisition 
to provide up to 1,000 additional parking 
spaces by 2030. Aurora, however, has 
told them they would prefer a parking 
structure – either a new structure or 
an expansion of  the existing structure 
at Wellington Street and Industrial 

Parkway – rather than a parking lot with 
a large footprint. 

Aurora has also stressed the 
importance of  having grade-separated 
trails (overpasses or underpasses) at rail 
crossings as part of  the Trails Master 
Plan. Metrolinx has said “they have no 
intention of  including any pedestrian 
crossings” unless the Town foots the bill, 
a note in the report which caused some 
concern from local trails advocate Klaus 
Wehrenberg and Council members alike. 

“The [statement] is left unchallenged,” 
said Mr. Wehrenberg in relation to the 
report. “By approving it, you will not be 
challenging it, knowing all about it. The 
Town is going to suffer the consequences 
if  it cannot or will not pay the considerable 
costs for grade separated trail crossings. 
The consequences of  not having such 
crossings amounts to the Town being cut 
into two halves, as far as non-motorized 
commuter and recreational mobility 
opportunities are concerned. 

“I am very firmly committed to the 
principle that if  you do something 
that impacts others, like an accident, 
then you’re going to have to ante up 
for the consequences. In this case, the 
considerable costs of  grade-separated 
trails crossings are left in the hands of  
local municipalities up which is foisted 
whatever decision the Province makes. I 
don’t think it is acceptable in this context. 
If  we leave this intact we will cut the 
Town in half  and we’re trying to make 
an effort to have an active town? Forget 
it! This is the way we have to approach 
getting an active town. We’re not going to 
get there.”

Council members were of  a similar 
viewpoint, with Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
making an amendment to the motion 
stressing that Aurora wants Metrolinx 
to pay for the underpasses. Seconded 
by Councillor Sandra Humfryes, the 
amendment was approved. 

Although the report mentions several 
impacts the rail expansion will have on 
a community like Aurora, Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner said one was missing 
from the list. 

“One of  the things that was discussed 
at Cardinal Carter when they had the 
open house a few months ago was the 

impact on residents’ properties who 
live along the rail line,” she said. “I am 
not talking about cost implications, but 
privacy, noise, the tracks coming closer, in 
some cases, to residents’ properties and 
therefore privacy is really important.”

“This is a huge undertaking. It is 
going to have a tremendous impact on 
our residents, especially the ones living 
close by, and we have a huge volume and 
traffic congestion in this area,” added 
Councillor John Abel. “There is nothing 
mentioned about creating vacant parking 
spaces by bringing in public transit for 
the last mile and that has been identified 
at the Region in their transportation 
study, I have had meetings with them, 
and it is not identified anywhere in this 
report. We should have something coming 
back and understanding the long-term 
implications of  the construction that 
will be going on… We have to understand 
everything going forward in 10 years so 
that we can have input, make comment, 
and work satisfactorily to go through 
with this process.”

in our province. This means that local 
distribution companies in Ontario are 
banned from disconnecting any customers 
through to April 30, 2017. If  any homes are 
disconnected they must be reconnected as 
soon as possible and at no charge.

This is one more step in helping our 
most vulnerable across Ontario.

MPP Nathalie Des Rosiers moved a 
motion last Thursday asking the house 
to reconfirm Ontario’s strong position 
against discrimination and racism. Given 
the shootings at a Quebec mosque, her 
motion focused on anti-Muslim hatred, 
as well as all forms of  racism and hatred. 
I am please to report that all parties 
supported her motion, with all leaders 
speaking in favour of  it, and against 
racism and hatred.

As always, I invite you to contact me 
on any issue. Please call my community 
office at 905-750-0019, or visit my website 
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

View From Queen’s Park
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
6" x 36" StayPlace Salem Oak Luxury 
Vinyl Plank Flooring (1000822992) 
Sold by 24 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$198

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
9" x 48" Smoked Oak Silver 
Luxury Vinyl Flooring (1000826656) 

Sold by 20.06 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

per sq. ft.

$358

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot Light Beech 
Laminate Flooring (1001002829) 
Sold by 18.94 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

NOW
$138

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot Brown  
Hickory Laminate Flooring 
(1001033057) Sold by 16.57 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$158

3‑1/2" x 3/4" Birch Balsamic 
Hardwood Flooring (1000660651) 
Sold by 20.93 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$297

3‑1/4" x 3/4" Natural Red Oak 
Hardwood Flooring (1000718382) 
Sold by 22 sq. ft. case.  

$397

B. Oliver’s Path (1001029267)

C. Boxcar (1001027336) 
Sold by the each. While quantities last.

6" x 24" Astro Silver 
Ledger Stone Tile (1000811519) 
Sold by 6 sq. ft. case.

$395

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
ISOCORE 8.7" x 71.9" Valdosta Pine Vinyl 
Plank Flooring (1001033630) Sold by 26 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

$358

per sq. ft. WAS $1.63per sq. ft./ per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

per sq. ft. Mosaics
a. Iron Clad (1001027335)

each

Your Choice

$698

CIL® PREMIUM  
Interior Flat Paint  
• 3.7L (1000737146)

$29.97

CIL® DUO® 
Premium Interior 
Flat Base Paint 
• 3.67L (1000737072)

$43.97

CIL Smart3™ Magic 
White™ Latex 
Ceiling Paint 
• 3.78L (1000163427)

$42.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
BEHR PREMIUM 
PLUS® Interior Flat 
Paint & Primer In One 
• 3.79L (1000402548)

$37.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
BEHR® PREMIUM PLUS 
ULTRA® Interior Matte 
Stain‑Blocking Paint & 
Primer In One • 3.79L 
(1000658402) $48.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
BEHR® MARQUEE™  
Interior Flat Paint 
and Primer • 3.79L 
(1000788045)

$61.97

6‑Piece PURDY® 
Premium Paint 
Kit (1000459929)

$3197

3‑Piece PURDY® XL™ 
Paintbrush Set • Includes 1", 
1‑1/2" and 2" brushes (1000119768)

$2694

3‑Pack PURDY® 
White Dove™ Roller 
Covers (1000185141)

$1493

Dynamic Drop Sheet Dispenser 
• 9' x 400'= 3,600 sq. ft.  

(1000747271)

$2697

VINYL/LAMINATE

HARDWOOD/MOSAICS

PLANKS WITH 
EASY CLICK 

INSTALLATION

q

q12MM q10MM 

c3�Easy to install: rigid 
boards click together

c3�Extra long and extra 
wide plank

BEAUTIFULLY DURABLE

A
B

C

Prep your project for better results

3‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of BEHR® Interior Paint or Primer (excludes BEHR® ProX). ‡‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of CIL® Interior Paint or Primer. 
Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

}   BONUS 
2 tray liners

}   BONUS 
brush comb

THIS WEEK ONLY
Thursday, March 2 to Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

WE’RE POURING MORE  
INTO PAINT FOR LESS

Buy 1 CAN (3.78L) 
aND RECEIVE

Buy 1 PAIL (18.9L )  
aND RECEIVE

$7
‡‡

$25
‡‡

$10
‡

$40
‡

Buy 1 CAN (3.78L) 
aND RECEIVE

Buy 1 PAIL (18.9L) 
aND RECEIVE

OR

OR

by ONLINE or mail‑in rebate when  
you purchase select

BEHR® inTERioR PAinT  
oR PRiMER
(excludes BEHR® ProX)

by ONLINE or mail‑in rebate when  
you purchase select

CiL® inTERioR PAinT  
oR PRiMER

OR
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
6" x 36" StayPlace Salem Oak Luxury 
Vinyl Plank Flooring (1000822992) 
Sold by 24 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

$198

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
9" x 48" Smoked Oak Silver 
Luxury Vinyl Flooring (1000826656) 

Sold by 20.06 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

per sq. ft.

$358

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot Light Beech 
Laminate Flooring (1001002829) 
Sold by 18.94 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

NOW
$138

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot Brown  
Hickory Laminate Flooring 
(1001033057) Sold by 16.57 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$158

3‑1/2" x 3/4" Birch Balsamic 
Hardwood Flooring (1000660651) 
Sold by 20.93 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

$297

3‑1/4" x 3/4" Natural Red Oak 
Hardwood Flooring (1000718382) 
Sold by 22 sq. ft. case.  

$397

B. Oliver’s Path (1001029267)

C. Boxcar (1001027336) 
Sold by the each. While quantities last.

6" x 24" Astro Silver 
Ledger Stone Tile (1000811519) 
Sold by 6 sq. ft. case.

$395

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
ISOCORE 8.7" x 71.9" Valdosta Pine Vinyl 
Plank Flooring (1001033630) Sold by 26 sq. ft. case. 

While quantities last.

per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

$358

per sq. ft. WAS $1.63per sq. ft./ per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

per sq. ft. Mosaics
a. Iron Clad (1001027335)

each

Your Choice

$698

CIL® PREMIUM  
Interior Flat Paint  
• 3.7L (1000737146)

$29.97

CIL® DUO® 
Premium Interior 
Flat Base Paint 
• 3.67L (1000737072)

$43.97

CIL Smart3™ Magic 
White™ Latex 
Ceiling Paint 
• 3.78L (1000163427)

$42.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
BEHR PREMIUM 
PLUS® Interior Flat 
Paint & Primer In One 
• 3.79L (1000402548)

$37.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
BEHR® PREMIUM PLUS 
ULTRA® Interior Matte 
Stain‑Blocking Paint & 
Primer In One • 3.79L 
(1000658402) $48.97

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
BEHR® MARQUEE™  
Interior Flat Paint 
and Primer • 3.79L 
(1000788045)

$61.97

6‑Piece PURDY® 
Premium Paint 
Kit (1000459929)

$3197

3‑Piece PURDY® XL™ 
Paintbrush Set • Includes 1", 
1‑1/2" and 2" brushes (1000119768)

$2694

3‑Pack PURDY® 
White Dove™ Roller 
Covers (1000185141)

$1493

Dynamic Drop Sheet Dispenser 
• 9' x 400'= 3,600 sq. ft.  

(1000747271)

$2697

VINYL/LAMINATE

HARDWOOD/MOSAICS

PLANKS WITH 
EASY CLICK 

INSTALLATION

q

q12MM q10MM 

c3�Easy to install: rigid 
boards click together

c3�Extra long and extra 
wide plank

BEAUTIFULLY DURABLE

A
B

C

Prep your project for better results

3‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of BEHR® Interior Paint or Primer (excludes BEHR® ProX). ‡‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of CIL® Interior Paint or Primer. 
Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1

}   BONUS 
2 tray liners

}   BONUS 
brush comb

THIS WEEK ONLY
Thursday, March 2 to Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

WE’RE POURING MORE  
INTO PAINT FOR LESS

Buy 1 CAN (3.78L) 
aND RECEIVE

Buy 1 PAIL (18.9L )  
aND RECEIVE

$7
‡‡

$25
‡‡

$10
‡

$40
‡

Buy 1 CAN (3.78L) 
aND RECEIVE

Buy 1 PAIL (18.9L) 
aND RECEIVE

OR

OR

by ONLINE or mail‑in rebate when  
you purchase select

BEHR® inTERioR PAinT  
oR PRiMER
(excludes BEHR® ProX)

by ONLINE or mail‑in rebate when  
you purchase select

CiL® inTERioR PAinT  
oR PRiMER

OR

DISCOVER
PICKERING COLLEGE

CONNECT WITH US:  
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON  
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school for 

boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12.

• Dedicated and caring teachers who are specialists in their field

• Small class sizes and personalized attention at every grade

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• Fully integrated Global Leadership Program (JK to Grade 12)

• Before & after school care (JK to Grade 6)

• Daily fresh snacks and hot lunch served family-style

• Gymnastics, CanSkate and Swimming Program

Come and find out how our nurturing environment and specialized 

programming can help your child develop personal confidence, a love 

for learning and a solid academic foundation for their future success.

Book your Personal Tour
905-895-1700 ext. 259

Limited space still available in Kindergarten, 
Grades 1 and 2 for September. Inquire today!

Committee will meet to discuss the way 
forward following Council direction.

At the Committee level last week, 
Council members expressed doubt 
over some of  the party pieces they had 
brainstormed so far, including a military 
tattoo at the Aurora Community Centre, a 
special water feature for a park to be named 
in honour of  the national milestone, and a 
special New Year’s Eve fireworks display 
as part of  Family First Night to bring 2017 
to a memorable close. 

Over the course of  the lengthy debate at 
last week’s General Committee meeting, 
Councillors opted to move forward with all 
the components for further consideration, 
with the exception of  the park and library 
feature, which, pending Council approval 
this week, will be incorporated into the 
future development of  Library Square.

While the Military Tattoo might already 
be off  the table due to timing constraints 
in properly planning such an event, 
Councillors expressed a degree of  dismay 

over the lack of  Federal funds. Previously 
approving a $90,000 placeholder in the 
2017.

They hoped most of  this would flow 
from Federal coffers, but it was not to be.

For some, striking a committee to lay 
the groundwork for these events and being 
left, in the end, without the money for the 
follow-through was a problem they saw on 
the horizon and tried to avoid. 

“Getting married, if  I found out I 
was only willing to contribute less than 
a fifth of  the costs for a wedding and I 
was expecting someone else to hold the 
wedding for me, I think people would 
question my wanting to get married,” said 
Councillor Paul Pirri. “Ultimately, this is 
an event for Canada’s 150th and they are 
prepared to give us $20,000. We are looking 
ourselves to go over and above more than 
four times the amount of  money the 
Federal Government is looking to support 
us and that was my issue from the very 
beginning: we put our hopes out for a big 
grant, we didn’t get it, and now we’re going 
to be left holding the bill for someone else’s 
birthday. If  that is what Council’s will and 
want is, so be it. 

“I have absolutely no issue with 
holding a Pow Wow and doing a little bit 
extra I think makes sense, but…for us 
to go out and name something Canada’s 
Sesquicentennial Park when we’re 
funding it ourselves goes beyond the 
return on investment.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe said he 
“appreciated” the Councillor’s point, but 
this was something that had been debated 
before.

“We sat here and discussed whether 
or not we should actually put together a 
Committee before we had the funding, 
but Council wanted to go ahead with a 
Committee,” said Mayor Dawe. “We did, 
and the Committee has worked, come up 
with good suggestions, had staff  input, 
applied for funding, and now we’re going 
to go back telling the Committee, ‘thanks, 
but we don’t really care what you came up 
with because we’re not going to do it,’ and 
I find that offensive, quite frankly.”

Although the suggestions weren’t 
taken off  the table completely, they were 
tweaked. 

Some Councillors, for instance, said a 

cost-savings could be realize by removing 
the fireworks from the Family First 
Night program because of  unpredictable 
weather at the end of  December. Others, 
saw opportunities from other angles. 

“I am certainly supportive of…providing 
a budget confirmation for the Canada 
150 group and I guess my only concern is 
I look at the amount of  funds that have 
been given by the Federal Government; 
$20,000 is nice and personally I would 
have hoped for something greater,” said 
Councillor Michael Thompson, turning 
his attention to the suggested legacy 
feature of  a Canada 150 Park and water 
feature. “It seems to me the legacy feature 
we’re all working towards at this point is 
Library Square and the Cultural Precinct. 
We have all talked about a water feature 
and having an open space. I think I would 
like to see that come out of  this particular 
budget and us continuing to work on the 
development of  a legacy project that way. 
It may not be built and completed by 2017, 
but I think it is more of  a legacy project 
than a particular park.”

This was duly supported by Council, as 
was the Tattoo, despite timing issues.

At the end of  the day, however, they 
agreed it is important to make sure that 
the military and their contributions 
are recognized. Councillor Gaertner 
suggested the military ceremonial might 
be incorporated into the Canada Day 
Parade, an idea that failed to get traction 
around the table. Mayor Dawe, on the 
other hand, was confident a Tattoo might 
fall into place in the time allotted, citing 
a time frame similar to the Aurora 150 
celebrations in 2013.

“It is also the 100th anniversary of  Vimy 
Ridge,” noted the Mayor. “I think that is 
relevant to the discussions we’re having 
around this. I would certainly take the 
comments back to the Committee, but I 
won’t do it with any joy.”

With a $20,000 grant in place to foot the 
entire bill for the Pow Wow, a military 
tattoo is expected to cost $40,000. A 
fireworks display on Family First Night 
is forecast to clock in at approximately 
$12,000. An additional component, a Youth 
Innovation Fair, will be covered by State 
Farm Insurance and the Rotary Club of  
Aurora. 

Get active by taking back the streets: Mayor, Activate Aurora
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s annual Doors Open is a 
popular way for people to play tourist 
in their own back yard, touring places 
not normally open to the public – and 
if  local activists get their way, this 
spring could see Open Streets, allowing 
residents to get out and enjoy the roads 
in ways they normally couldn’t. 

But, maybe enjoy the roads in ways 
they used to be able to in the past. 

This week, Council will consider a 
Notice of  Motion from Mayor Geoff  
Dawe calling for an “Open Streets” 
event held in conjunction with the 
Aurora Street Festival on Sunday, June 
4.

In his motion, Mayor Dawe says 
the concept of  “Open Streets” is a 
“globally successful initiative that 
temporarily closes local streets” 
to cars so people can use them for 
walking, cycling, playing, socializing, 
and other activities. 

Clarifying to The Auroran he 

envisions Open Streets to be relatively 
limited this go-around, specifically in 
the vicinity of  Library Square, he calls 
on Council to endorse the concept and 
for staff  to make it happen. 

The Open Streets concept got two 
endorsements at last week’s General 
Committee meeting.

The first came from Activate 
Aurora’s Ron Weese who said the 
Open Streets concept was first brought 
before the Mayor’s Task Force on 
Physical Activity last year by York 
Region’s Associate Medical Officer 
who suggested it was “an interesting 
way to bring physical activity to 
the attention of  the community and 
promote healthy physical activity for 
our residents. 

“Open Streets merely means opening 
streets to pedestrian traffic while 
promoting healthy lifestyles,” said 
Mr. Weese. “This isn’t a new concept. 
We have done our research and found 
many examples of  how Open Streets 
work effectively in many different sizes 

of  communities around the globe. This 
concept was presented…to Activate 
Aurora, who endorsed it, and tasked 
me to come to the Town, as well as the 
Chamber of  Commerce, to explore the 
feasibility.

“The Chamber of  Commerce was 
tasked also because it was felt the best 
time to launch this project would be 
when the largest open street event in 
Town was already underway this year 
– The Aurora Street Festival, scheduled 
for June 4. I have met with various Town 
officials here to do some fact finding 
over the feasibility of  opening streets 
to pedestrians. I recognize this is not 
a trivial matter as it involves change 
to residents’ lifestyles, particularly 
with respect to parking and vehicular 
traffic on that single day. I do, however, 
feel the collective benefits to the Town, 
residents, and guests are significant. 
I point out that I live in the Cultural 
Precinct and it is no problem for me.”

On the first Sunday of  June each 
year, Yonge Street is closed from 

Wellington Street in the north to 
Murray Drive in the south for the 
annual Aurora Street Festival, which 
regularly draws an average of  30,000 
people to the Downtown Core. Event 
organizers say they see Open Streets 
a “natural fit” to their popular annual 
showcase.

“It was evident the opportunity 
to collaborate with Open Streets 
was a natural fit,” said Javed Khan, 
Chair of  the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce. “Sandra Watson, our 
events manager, commented that 
Open Streets is a welcomed addition 
to the Aurora Chamber Street 
Festival and felt it would draw more 
people to the Street Festival and have 
an impact on the overall attendance, 
which would draw more traffic to 
the vendors. The Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce is in favour of  supporting 
and collaborating with Open Streets 
and look forward to the new edition 
of  the Aurora Chamber Street 
Festival.”

Canada 150 will be marked with pow-wow, more

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 
905 713-1818

Events This Season

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets

live music art exhibitionsFebruary 4 – March 4 March 17 – 8pm Opening March 11Exhibition

$30 Advance | $35 Day of Concert

LAST WEEK: Youth ARTS Exhibition ART HEALS Group Exhibition

Local youth artists are taking over all galleries this month 
– and we couldn’t be more excited!

Lennie Gallant
JUNO Award-

Winning
Roots & Folk

Continues through March 4 Opening Reception March 17, 6 – 8 pm

LUSH GRAVITAS 
Solo Exhibition 

by Allan O’Marra
Art Talk 

March 22, 6 pm

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

Auto + Home
Combine and save.

Call us today. 
(905) 727-6333    l    15342 Yonge St, Aurora    l    www.RichardGong.com

Richard Gong, Agent

Aurora Winter Blues Festival draws packed houses

The Aurora Winter Blues Festival drew record crowds in their new venue this year. St. Andrew’s College was 
the scene of the 6th annual Festival which showcased “Masters of the Blues and “Lady Plays Guitar.” (Clock-
wise from top right) Festival co-founders Helen Gushue and Jamie Macdonald greet crowds near the end 
of Saturday’s show. Singer-guitarists Suzie Vinnick, Cecile Doo-Kengue and their bands hold a workshop 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre ahead of their Saturday night show. Sue Foley. Vinnick. Friday’s show was 
headlined by the Downchild Blues Band, represented here by band founder Donnie Walsh

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

TMS School on February 16 in 
Richmond Hill hosted the 2017 Board 
Level Competition of  the Concours 
d’art oratoire for Independent Schools 
(Grades 4-6). TMS hosted other 
independent schools for the Board 
Level competition. It was a wonderful 
day of  presentations and a great 
opportunity for our students and 
participating schools: 

 
           TMS

St. Clement’s School
Bishop Strachan School
Kingsway College School
Bannockburn School
Toronto French School
Holly Trinity School
La Maison Montessori 

The Concours et festival d’art 
Oratoire is an annual French public-
speaking event for students from 

Grades 4 through 12 studying French 
as a Second Language in Ontario 
schools.

This event began in 1975 in the 
Ottawa-Carleton area and expanded 
to a provincial event when the 
Ontario Modern Language Teachers’ 
Association (OMLTA) and Canadian 
Parents for French (CPF) joined forces 
in 1985 as co-sponsors. The Concours 
et Festival d’art Oratoire is an 
opportunity to integrate public 
speaking into regular classroom 
activity and to involve community 
members outside the classroom 
for judging and administration of  
classroom and school level events. 

 
TMS winners Alexander  (Grade 

4), Shaya (Grade 5), Sanam (Grade 
6). Sophie (Grade 4) will move on to 
the Provincial Competition held at 
Glendon College on May 6, 2017.

TMS hosts French  
speaking competition
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By Brock Weir

For the first time in six years, the 
Junior A Aurora Tigers’ season ends 
in February.

Eliminated from postseason 
contention weeks ago, Aurora ended 
their season on Thursday with a 9 – 4 
loss to the Kingston Voyageurs, who 
still had a stake in the final score.

With Kingston looking to gain home 
ice advantage in the first round of  the 
OJHL playoffs with a win, they put 
three pucks past Jake Sabourin in the 
first period, and never looked back.

Three more in the second, and three 
in the third, guaranteed the win while 
forcing Sabourin to deal with 52 shots.

Four different Tigers got on the 
board, with Tyler Davis, Carmine 
Alberga, Luca Esposito, and Mel 
Melconian all finding the back of  the 
net.

The loss comes as no surprise with 
the Tigers in full rebuild mode, having 
just over a handful of  prospects in 
the lineup for Thursday’s game. With 
much of  the team’s top products dealt 
in the final month of  the season, 
Aurora has held onto just a few key 
players until the final puck drop.

The team’s top scorer, Melconian, 
will be moving on to Sacred Heart 
University next season, recently 
committing to the NCAA Division 1 
team. He will join Kory Kennedy, who 
spent the better part of  three seasons 
with the Tigers between 2011 and 2014. 

“I’m looking forward to the next 
step in my hockey career as a Pioneer,” 
said Melconian. “I’m grateful to the 
Tigers for all they’ve done for me, to 
help me grow as a player.”

The 18-year old from Toronto led 
the Tigers in virtually every offensive 
category, finishing the season with 29 
goals and 30 assists in 51 games. He 

finished top ten in the OJHL in both 
scoring categories.

Melconian’s regular linemate, Eric 
Holland, was also a shining light on an 
otherwise dim season for the Tigers, 
notching 46 points over 49 games. He 
will still be available next season, on 
what should be a young Tigers squad.

The Tigers miss the postseason for 
the first time since 2010-11, having 
reached the OJHL final just three 
years ago. They cap off  their 2016-
17 season with a record of  9-39-2-4, 
good for 20th of  22 teams in the entire 
OJHL, and ahead of  just the Pickering 
Panthers in the Northeast Conference.

Always ready to shake things up, 
owner Jim Thompson has already 
made moves in his executive staff. 
Dermot Anderson replaces Jimmy 
Sarjeant, the youngest general 
manager in the club’s history, in the 
role as of  last Thursday.

Anderson, whose coaching 
experience is largely based in the 
York-Simcoe Express organization, 
is the third GM in the last year for 
the Tigers after Sarjeant took over 
from Thompson midway through the 
season.

While the offseason begins for the 
Tigers, the action is only ramping up 
for sixteen other OJHL teams. The 
Newmarket Hurricanes, who snuck 
into the postseason in the eighth and 
final playoff  spot in the Northeast 
Conference, will be forced to contend 
with the Trenton Golden Hawks, 
consistently ranked in the top ten 
Junior A teams in the nation.

In the Southwest Conference, the 
top-ranked Georgetown Raiders will 
compete with the Buffalo Jr. Sabres. 

Playoff  action begins this Thursday.
For stats, schedules, and more 

information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Panthers take an early lead in 
PWHL preliminaries

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Panthers of  the 
Provincial Women’s Hockey League 
will be all smiles on the bus to Ottawa 
this weekend.

The intermediate squad, who 
finished in twelfth place in the regular 
season of  Ontario’s top league, are up 
two games to none on the fifth-place 
Nepean Wildcats in their first round 
best-of-five series.

A strong February, where the team 
won four of  their final six games, has 
translated into some solid defensive 
play, led by starting goaltender 
Carmen Lasis.

The first-year goaltender with 
Aurora stopped all fifteen shots she 
faced in a 1 – 0 game one win Saturday 
at the Stronach Aurora Rec Complex, 
needing only a powerplay marker 
from Mia Rodgers in the final two 
minutes of  play to secure the win.

She and the Panthers’ special teams 
were especially vigilant on the penalty 
kill, forcing the Wildcats to go 0 for 6 
on the man advantage.

With Game Two the following day, 
Lasis was once again perfect through 
the first period and a half, before 

Nepean’s Kristy Pidgeon finally solved 
her. Emerson Elliott, Hannah Daniels, 
and Andrea Elia all capitalized for the 
Panthers before the end of  the second, 
sending the home team to the third 
with a two-goal lead.

The teams traded goals in the third, 
Aurora’s off  the stick of  Nicole Shaw, 
before Sabrina Manolescu buried an 
empty netter with eight seconds to go 
for a 5 – 2 victory.

Despite the difference in league 
standings, Aurora has had Nepean’s 
number all season. The Wildcats 
finished off  the regular season on 
an eight-game winning streak, their 
last loss coming at the hands of  the 
Panthers 2 – 0 in mid-January.

With three games scheduled over 
three days in the Ottawa area this 
weekend, Aurora can put the series 
away early with a win Friday evening. 
If  necessary, Game Four will be played 
Saturday at the Bell Sensplex, the 
official practice facility of  the NHL’s 
Ottawa Senators.

Game Five, if  needed, will go at the 
home rink of  the Carleton University 
Ravens.

For schedules, visit www.pwhl.
pointstreaksites.com.

Lauren Daniels looks to take a shot from the point in the Aurora Panthers’ 1 - 0 win over the Nepean 
Wildcats in the opening series of the Provincial Women’s Hockey League playoffs on Saturday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Tigers limp into offseason 
with loss to Voyageurs

St. Max Mustangs battling in all 
three YRAA hockey finals

By Jake Courtepatte

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs 
were dealt their first taste of  defeat on 
Monday in the YRAA postseason.

After cruising through St. Elizabeth 
in the York Region semifinals last week, 
the men’s team met the St. Theresa of  
Lisieux Lions in the first game of  a 
best-of-three finals on Monday, in front 
of  a large Lions crowd in Richmond 
Hill.

The Lions went up early in the game 
2 – 0, with the score sitting at 3 – 1 
heading into the third period. St. Max 
cut the deficit to one with just under 
five minutes remaining, but were shut 
down by a trap-style defense by the 
Lions the rest of  the way.

Looking to rebound from a first-round 
upset at the hands of  the Newmarket 
Raiders last season, this year’s crop 
of  Mustangs once again entered the 
playoffs among the favourites to take 
home the district title.

Just one point back of  St. Theresa 
of  Lisieux for the tier one standings 

lead, St. Max lost just once in the final 
four games of  the season to earn a 3-2-3 
record.

The series continues Thursday with 
Game Two being played at the Stronach 
Aurora Rec Complex.

On the women’s side, the Mustangs 
have opened up a one-game lead in 
their YRAA finals over Markham 
District after a solid 5 – 1 win Monday 
at Markham Village Arena.

Both teams swept their semifinal 
opponents to reach this year’s final, 
which is the third straight for the 
Mustangs. They will be looking to cap 
off  their second straight YRAA crown 
later this week.

Game Two goes Thursday at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

The future is also looking bright 
for the Mustangs, who are competing 
in the men’s junior final against St. 
Theresa of  Liseux. They outscored 
Brother Andre 11 – 2 over their two-
game semifinal series to reach the 
championship, which kicked off  
Wednesday following press time.

SPORTS

Aurora’s Eric Holland carries the puck up ice against the Kingston Voyageurs at the Aurora Community 
Centre.                     Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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G.W. Williams and moving it to Bayview 
Avenue. 

“The business case is more about a 
spreadsheet and the numbers than it 
is about the other good points raised 
here this evening, although those are 
important as well,” said Jane Ross, Senior 
Manager, Property & Planning, for the 
YRDSB. “It really does come down to how 
many children are going to be attending 
this school over the next decade and how 
many empty people places you have over 
the next decade. It’s as simple as that.”

It wasn’t, however, as simple as that 
for many of  the parents in attendance 
last week – and the “good points” they 
raised attested to that. 

Back in 2007, the YRDSB recommended 
a rebuild of  Dr. G.W. Williams at the 
earmarked location but this decision 
sparked a vehement backlash from 
the existing community, as well as 
the Council of  the day. Parent Sandra 
Manherz, a prominent area voice in 
favour of  a new Bayview school, however, 
reminded Board members the northeast 
community was not yet in place to speak 
out. 

“What they failed to note is 22,000 
people in the Bayview northeast area, 
the ones that it will attract the most, 
did not exist at the time to express their 

opinions,” said Ms. Manherz. “Their 
homes had not yet been built. The trustees 
will state the community wanted to keep 
their old school and I would dispute that. 
The trustees knew [growth] was going to 
happen, their planning department had 
foreseen it, but the trustees decided not 
to act. 

“60 per cent of  the Bayview northeast 
has left the public school board – a strong 
statement from your community that the 
York Region District School Board is not 
servicing Bayview northeast correctly 
and can’t keep those students in the 
public school board.”

She rejected the Board’s plan to 
introduce an international baccalaureate 
(IB) program at Williams as a way to 
boost numbers. That, she said, will take 
another seven years to make Williams 
operate at full capacity on top of  the 
decade local parents have already waited 
for a new school.

“The next solution [offered by the 
Board] is to have our group advocate 
on your behalf, convince all the parents 
to send their kids to Williams and 
get its enrolment up,” she concluded. 
“Relationships are built on trust. You’re 
asking the Town of  Aurora to trust you 
after you have ignored us for the last 10 
years and made our needs, and more 
importantly, the needs of  our children, 

your lowest priority. Why should we 
advocate that you will take care of  us 
now?”

As parents took to the podium last 
week, they agreed that the wellbeing of  
northeast Aurora students, as well as the 
teens from other neighbourhoods who 
make the trek to Williams, was at stake. 

Funding for schools is often contingent 
on enrolment and with dwindling 
numbers at Williams, programming such 
as special education and ESL, as well as 
library and extra-curricular programs 
will take a hit. 

“This is effecting the quality of  
education being offered to our students 
regardless of  where they live in Aurora,” 
said Kelly Steedman, adding while the 
YRDSB has said the IB program will 
bolster student numbers, it will have 
very little impact on the average student 
outside that specialized program. “We are 
individually and collectively responsible 
for creating the best possible school 
community to support the achievement 
and wellbeing of  all individuals. We are 
responsible for the delivery of  effective 
and sustainable educational programs 
and stewardship of  Board resources. The 
IB program is a wonderful opportunity 
that a select group of  students will be 
able to participate in. It is not, however, 
the solution to support the wellbeing of  

“Your presentation does not end in this room,” trustee tells northeast parents
all individuals. We need a school that will 
do this.”

This was a view shared by student 
trustee Claire Zhou, who attends Bayview 
Secondary School in Richmond Hill. 

Bayview Secondary School, Claire 
noted, has an IB program, and she 
questioned how an IB program would 
help address the core issues identified by 
Aurora parents.

“There has been a lot of  talk about the 
numbers and enrolment for the schools 
and I was wondering how socially that 
would work because for many IB and 
gifted programs there is sometimes a 
tendency for segregation,” she said. 
“I was wondering would resources be 
mainly allocated to the new programs 
and how would the people not enrolled in 
these programs be supported?”

Board staff  at last week’s meeting 
did not have handy the answers Claire 
wanted. 

So, why has Tristan decided to go to 
Williams this fall over St. Max? After all, 
he says, there are “many challenges and 
barriers” that come with his decision, 
living 5km away from the school. The 
first is “minimal public transportation” 
with just two special York Region Transit 
buses serving Williams which run just 
two minutes apart in the morning, 
leaving northeast students, many of  
whom live a 20 minute walk from the 
nearest bus stop, a very narrow window.

Walking time to the bus stop and a long 
ride on the bus could take 50 minutes of  
travel time, not to mention the over-an-
hour it might take to walk to school.

“I was really hoping to be involved in 
after school activities throughout my 
public school career but the public transit 
schedule will make it very difficult or me 
to do this,” he said, adding transit costs 
would cost families approximately $150 
per month per student to get to school. 
“I will likely have to have my parents 
pick me up after hours if  I would like 
to participate in extra curriculars. This 
puts a large burden on my parents to 
always have to be available to drive me in 
early or pick me up later because I have 
other siblings who also need to be picked 
up and taken to after school activities 
that are equally important. Walking the 
whole way to school is just not an option 
because from our house it will be an 
hour to an hour and a half  walk. I don’t 
see how forcing students to endure these 
many challenges is supporting student 
achievement and wellbeing.”

“Help us reach our full potential,” he 
asked trustees. “Invest in students in east 
Aurora and build a new local high school 
[which] should have been built in 2007.”

Trustees did not shut the door on their 
pleas.

“Your presentation does not end in 
this room,” said Trustee Billy Pang 
(Markham), Chair of  the Board’s 
Property Management Committee. “I am 
not making a promise for a miracle, but I 
promise I will revisit all your requests to 
staff  and your local trustee to see how we 
can support you.”

12 DRIVERS CHARED WITH IMPAIRED
Twelve drivers were taken off  York Region roads 

this weekend after being arrested and charged with 
impaired-related driving offences. Between Friday, 
February 24 and Saturday, February 26, ten men 
and two women were charged with alcohol-related 
driving offences, including seven from general patrol 
or RIDE spot checks and five calls made to police 
by concerned citizens. Despite repeated warnings 
by police and numerous senseless tragedies on 
our roadways, drivers are not getting the message. 
Impaired driving is the number one criminal cause 
of  death in Canada.  “York Regional Police thanks 
members of  the community for helping us stop and 
arrest impaired drivers by calling 911 through Safe 
Roads…Your Call programs,” said the Police. “We 
consider these incidents a life-threatening crime in 
progress and will continue to respond to these calls.”

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
World Day of  Prayer will be marked this Friday, 

March 3, at Trinity Anglican Church. The theme 
of  this year’s ecumenical service, written by the 
Women of  the Philippines, is “Am I Being Unfair 
To You?” The service gets underway at Trinity (79 
Victoria Street) at 7.30 p.m.

SPEAKER SERIES
Learn about the history and restoration of  

Montgomery’s Inn at Hillary House next Wednesday, 
March 8 with a talk by Ken Purvis, Museum 
Coordinator. The next installment of  the Aurora 
Historical Society’s 2017 Speaker Series, the talk 
runs from 7 – 9 p.m. Tickets are $7 per person ($5 
for Society members). To reserve your seat, email 
leigha.cooney@aurorahs.com. 

GET INVOLVED  
IN YOUR KIDS’ EDUCATION

Ontario is making it easier for more parents to 
take part in their children’s learning and well-being 
inside and outside the classroom with funding for 
thousands of  local projects. Applications are now 
being accepted for Parents Reaching Out Grants 
for the 2017-2018 school year through May 25, 2017 
Grants are available to school councils, parent 
involvement committees, and non-profits working 
with parents. Last year, $28,540 in local projects were 
funded in Newmarket-Aurora alone.
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Councillors support parents in high school fight

By Brock Weir

Northeast parents’ efforts to get the 
York Region District School Board to re-
think their decision to maintain Dr. G.W. 
Williams rather than building a new 
secondary school on Bayview Avenue 
at Borealis got some significant support 
last week. 

Four local lawmakers – Councillors 
John Abel, Wendy Gaertner, Harold Kim 
and Tom Mrakas – sacrificed the first 
20 minutes of  last Tuesday’s General 
Committee meeting to speak out at the 
York Region School Board in favour of  a 
new local high school. 

First up was Councillor Tom Mrakas, 
who said a new northeast school “only 
makes sense” when you look at the 
numbers. 

“Based on the Region’s projections, 
Aurora is expected to grow to around 
70,000 residents by 2031,” said Councillor 
Mrakas. “That is 10,000 more people than 
currently we have right now. It is clear to 
me at least that these numbers support 
the need for a new school in Aurora. 
Unfortunately, current Ministry policy 
doesn’t consider future projections when 
deciding to build a new school or not. It 
only looks at capacity and this, to my 
mind, this is short sighted. This forces 
us to be reactive rather than proactive 
and that is not effective planning.

“Right now, Aurora has two public 
high schools thus, based on current 
Ministry planning, we will have to wait 
until both schools reach capacity before 
a business case for a new high school can 
even be put forward and even then our 
Trustee has told us that a business case 

rarely succeeds on the first try. Once it 
is finally accepted, it takes, on average, 
four years to build a school. By the time 
this whole process is complete, it will be 
eight to ten years from now and by then 
it is conceivable that two generations of  
kids will have spent at least part of  their 
high school years in portables.

“But it doesn’t have to be that way. 
We could plan for the future now. I 
respectfully ask that this Board consider 
the data and information that we have 
presented here tonight by Councillors, 
by parents and by concerned residents. 
Consider the business case that is being 
made for another high school.”

Next up was Wendy Gaertner who 
also said this was the common sense 
solution.

“As politicians, we have a duty to 
serve the residents we represent,” 
she told Trustees. “In 2007, Aurora 
Council stood [for the Williams 
community] to help keep their school 
open. Why did we do that? Because 
school is a critical component to a 
well-functioning community. I now 
stand with our residents in Aurora’s 
northeast quadrant. They need a high 
school to provide for their best learning 
experience. It is their right. As school 
board trustees, you have a duty and care 
for these students you serve. I believe it 
is your responsibility to fight for their 
needs. Make this school happen for 
them.”

Speaking next, Councillor Kim 
crunched the numbers and said when 
northeast Aurora reaches buildout in a 
few years, including condos at Industrial 
Parkway North and Wellington Street 

east, and on lands currently held by 
Magna International, up to 62 per cent 
of  Aurora’s population will be on the 
east side of  the GO tracks.

To this end, Councillor John 
Abel suggested a review of  people 
accommodation. 

“There was pushback [on closing 
Williams in 2007] because there was 
no accommodating and consolidating 
Aurora High with Dr. G.W. Williams. 
Instead, it was proposed that people from 
Williams would all have to commute, 
so that decision was reversed,” said 
Councillor Abel. “The new high school, 
with new amenities, labs and facilities 
would be an exciting new addition to the 
community no matter where it is put. 
I believe that if  we had a proper pupil 
accommodation review, we have enough 
before us to consider the Board here 
tonight.

“I would ask [that staff  to] prepare an 
initial report identifying schools, which 
challenges might be faced  providing a 
suitable and equitable range of  learning 
opportunities for students, and that 
would be travel distance, walking 
distance, and if  you’re going to put 
two schools [one should be] on the east 
side and one should be on the west side 
equidistant so everyone could walk to 
school rather than put two high schools 
in the same quadrant and make half  the 
population commute.”

agree, is a passion and a willingness to 
help.

“Nearly everyone who comes out 
doesn’t know what a tree swallow looks 
like, but we train them to do what we 
need done, and it would be great if  
we had people who were interested in 
mammals, snakes or butterflies to join 
us and pass that expertise onto us,” says 
Mr. Tomlinson. “People understand 
that nature is in trouble. I think most 
people who have an interest in it realise 
that and, those who do not don’t give 
a damn anyway. I don’t think the ones 
who know there is a problem know how 
they can deal with it.

“One of  the ways they can deal with 
it is on the local level and ensure they 

look after the birds on their own patch. 
If  everyone did that, it would greatly 
improve things. It is not just writing 
to your Member of  Parliament, it is 
physical. If  we didn’t put those nesting 
boxes up, there would be 2,000 less 
swallows flying around. 

“If  people realise they are actually 
doing something that is practical, 
useful and not just wandering around 
admiring nature, they are dedicate 
when they get home and that is 
amazing. I am amazed at how they just 
get on with it and do it on their own 
when no one polices them – and all they 
have to do is send the data into us.”

For more information, visit www.
natureaurora.ca. 

Dozens of residents of the Bayview Northeast neighbourhood were joined at last Tuesday’s meeting of the YRDSB by Councillors John Abel, Wendy Gaertner, 
Harold Kim and Tom Mrakas. Last week’s Board meeting conflicted with General Committee at Town Hall and Mayor Dawe made written submissions to the 
Board.                                                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Open house seeks 
enthusiastic volunteers
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Sports field switch offers solution to long-time AYSC issue
By Brock Weir

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club 
(AYSC) could be on the move to Stewart 
Burnett Park next year after the Club 
and the Town brainstormed a solution 
to a growing problem in the soccer 
community. 

The move is set to come with the 
Town changing course on new and 
replacement artificial turf  fields. 

Council earlier approved a new 
multipurpose field for Stewart Burnett 
Park, just behind the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex on Wellington 
Street East, which was set to be 
constructed this year. As part of  this 
year’s Budget, they also approved new 
artificial turf  for the heavily-used 
soccer field at Sheppard’s Bush, the 
current home of  the AYSC. 

But, it has been suggested, switching 
the fields and moving soccer to Stewart 
Burnett could be the easiest solution 
for a problem long-identified by the 
Town’s largest sports club. 

The AYSC approached Council last 
year for new facilities at Sheppard’s 
Bush to allow for showers and some 
locker facilities, amenities they say 
have been sorely lacking.

“That didn’t come to fruition so we 

started to thinking of  other ways we 
can possibly work with the Town [on] 
what would make it better for the soccer 
community,” said AYSC president 
Jimmy Brennan making his pitch to 
Councillors last week. “There was a 
proposal for a multiuse field to go at 
Stewart Burnett and once that field was 
built, over at Sheppard’s Bush, because 
of  wear and tear, that was going to be 
revamped.

“Now we looked at it and thought 
we have a world-class facility here in 
Aurora that hosts right now a beautiful 
baseball diamond, tennis courts that are 
in there now, a swimming pool, hockey 
rinks, and we thought everything we’re 
looking for is right here. Wouldn’t it 
be great if  we could move the soccer 
field from Sheppard’s Bush to Stewart 
Burnett and take the multiuse field and 
move that over to Sheppard’s Bush?

“We’re requesting you guys get on 
board with us and help us out a little 
bit to facilitate our needs in the soccer 
community for a soccer-specific field 
over at Stewart Burnett. This would be 
great for teams that are coming in from 
Ottawa, Windsor, London and especially 
our semi-pro team that we have in 
Town. This would be an ideal situation 
for us and the soccer community.”

Councillors, sitting at the Committee 
level, agreed. Mayor Dawe said Aurora 
doesn’t have a lot of  single use facilities 
– with baseball diamonds being one 
notable exception, and asked for 
assurances that a new soccer field in 
northeast Aurora could be used by 
more groups than just the AYSC.

Mr. Brennan said a field such as this 
would not have the American Football 
lines to accommodate the York Region 
Bucs, but lacrosse and rugby could be 
accommodated. 

“There are 12 dressing rooms [in the 
area], showers and everything you need 
for outdoor sports,” said Mr. Brennan. 
“I think we have 52 fields in Town and 
not one dressing room. This would 
actually accommodate those in need. 

“I think it is a great idea to move 
things over and I hope we can make this 
happen at Council and ratify it,” said 
Councillor Tom Mrakas looking ahead 
to this week’s Council meeting. “I 
think it is a great addition to the SARC 
considering we have the Sports Hall of  
Fame there. I think it is a unique place 
to have so many people coming in and 
visiting this Town and seeing what this 
Town can have for them.”

Building change rooms specifically 
at Sheppard’s Bush would otherwise 
cost the Town upwards of  $1 million, 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, said.

With that in mind, Council said this 
option makes financial sense. 

“It also allows the Aurora Youth 
Soccer to keep their semi-pro team 
because we understand without those 
change rooms the league would not 
allow them to keep the team,” concluded 
Councillor Mrakas.

Added Councillor Michael 
Thompson: “This is a great example of  
working with our community partners 
to find solutions that not only meet 
their needs, but ours as well.”

While Council was in favour of  the 
plan, the switch raised questions on 
what is happening as far as sports fields 
are concerned in other corners of  Town. 
Councillor John Abel, for instance, 
cited the 11 acre parcel of  land behind 
the former home of  Hallmark Cards 
near Industrial Parkway and Vandorf  
for recreational purposes. 

He said he wanted to make sure all 
options were considered.

“We’re not going to be putting 
money into Sheppard’s Bush when we 
have another plan for the 11 acres of  
Hallmark and realise we should have 
considered putting the investment in 
there for the multipurpose and just 
done the turf  at Sheppard’s Bush,” he 
said. “I am pleased to see something of  
this magnitude being put into the SARC 
facility and Stewart Burnett, so I am in 
support of  it.”

Pickering College cleans up in the pool
By Jake Courtepatte

Pickering College’s swim team is 
heading to OFSAA as the overwhelming 
favourites.

With six gold medals and seventeen 
top-six finishes at last Wednesday’s 
CISAA finals at the University of  Toronto 
pool, the Newmarket school brings their 
medal haul into the provincial finals on 
March 7 – 8 in Windsor.

“The team as a whole is the strongest I 
have coached in recent years,” said Coach 
Lindsey Rife. “They were dedicated, 
improved their times with every meet 
and I could not be more proud of  them!”

Grade 10 student Rosa Schaefer led the 
way, winning double gold in the women’s 

open 100m freestyle and the women’s 
open 100m backstroke. She also finished 
top five in the 50m freestyle event.

Alyssa Cork, Brooklyn Wodehouse, 
Vanessa Zykova, and Zeynep Eren 
combined to win the women’s under-20 
200m medley relay for the Pumas, 
while Zykova also took first in the 200m 
freestyle, while Wodehouse won the 100m 
breaststroke.

On the men’s side, Matthew McGill 
of  Newmarket was the winner of  the 
open 200m individual medley, while also 
taking silver in the 100m backstroke.

Hayden Spiers, Sebastian Caricari, 
and Peter He all finished in the top six in 
their respective events.
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Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables
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CROSSWORD

In a now months-long race to find a 
new leader of  the Conservative Party 
of  Canada, a Cecil B de Mille-like cast 
of  thousands still clutter the field of  
candidates, with a new one, Kevin 
O’Leary, joining the group just a few 
weeks ago.

That wasn’t a surprise, really. He 
teased about it for months on end, 
not unlike Trump did in the 2012 
presidential race. And yes, I am aware 
of  the comparisons made between 
Trump and O’Leary.  Both reality 
stars, both very rich men, both known 
for their brash - to put it politely - style 
of  speaking.

Personally, I think that’s where 
the comparisons end. I don’t see any 
of  the same deliberate divisiveness 
that punctuates Trumpian discourse 
in O’Leary’s public ponderings, all 
alliteration aside. I do see it in at least 
one other Conservative leadership 
candidate, mind you; the nasty politics 
of  division that some think they can 
ride to victory.

This is Canada, and I don’t think 
that kind of  politics works here, not to 
the extent it has worked in the States. 
I could be wrong. I certainly hope I am 
not.

But, back to my point – the field 
of  candidates for the Conservative 
leadership stands at 14 right now.  And 
this after months of  hard slogging. 
Eating endless rubber chicken 
dinners. Attending meetings great 
and small, trawling for memberships 
in riding associations across our 
enormous nation.  Every vote counts.  
And every dollar spent to get those 
votes counts doubly so.

Which brings me to the question 
of  why? Why are there still so many 
candidates in the race for the top seat 
in the party? Given that most of  the 
candidates are polling in the low to 
negative numbers, one has to wonder 
just why they continue on. Is it ego? 
Delusion? Or is it something else?

There’s one thing in having a never-
say-die attitude, to continue to work 
hard for that goal no matter what. 
That’s noble, no doubt, but to continue 
on in the face of  clear evidence that 
you’re going to lose, you have to ask 
yourself, why are you doing it?

I think there are some who are true-
believers: they believe that the party 
should follow a certain path and that 
they have the ideas, the policies or 
platforms that will lead the way.  They 
truly believe that if  given the chance 
they are the best man or woman for 
the job.  Numbers be damned.

I think there are some that know 
they don’t have a chance but also 
know that they have enough followers 
behind them that they can affect who 
will be, ultimately, the leaders.

These are the king (or queen) 
makers. These are the folks that 
leverage their own power to ensure 
that the leader of  the party is one that 
they can get behind.

And finally, there is the last group, 
these are the spoilers: the folks that 
stay in the race just to wreak havoc. 
I have not seen it in this particular 
race – I don’t think there are any 
candidates in it just to cause trouble – 
but I have seen it in many other races, 
for every level of  office; the candidate 
that knows he or she is not going to 
win but is hell bent on making sure 
that they stop others from winning, 
and burning down the house to boot.

Usually the spoilers have some 
sort of  personal grudge against a 
particular candidate, or perhaps the 
party itself, feeling hard done by or 
disrespected in the nomination race. 
But, as with anything driven by spite, 
spoilers do some damage, but most 
often, only to themselves.

So, there you have it: a cluttered 
field and a confounding race.  It will 
eventually get winnowed down to a 
handful of  candidates.  Anything can 
happen until then…

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

A cast of thousands
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Cell phone: 416-602-1953  |  Salon number: 905-503-8600

_glamandbeauty  |  FREE WIFIVictoria’s glam & Beauty Lounge

126 Wellington St W #110, Aurora, ON L4G 2N9

Featuring:

EYEBROW 
MICROBLADING 

now just $488 (regular $800)

CALL TO BOOK FREE CONSULTATION

TOP 
TORONTO 

STYLIST 
with 18 years’ 

experience!

Hair Color service

Highlights 

Ombré

Balayage 

Fusion Hair Extentsions

Keratin Treatment 

Unlimited Blow Dry

or curls for the month

HOURS  MON 10-3  | TUES TO FRI 10-7  | SAT 9-5  | SUN 9-3

NEW CLIENTS RECEIVE 50% OFF!
(with regular priced cut)

$99

Dr. Connie Yong & Dr. Irene Yang

We Love Kids!

6-233 Earl Stewart Drive, Aurora

905-503-8686
essencedental.ca

Free Whitening
*with complete exam and cleaning

Evening & Weekends
Direct Billing to Insurance

Modern Office
Convenient Location

We Love Kids

Campers will receive 
two structured lessons daily, 

engage in fun arts and crafts and walk away 
with incredible memories! Ages 7-15 welcome

Camp runs 
March 13-17th from 9-3pm 

early drop off/late pick up available

Horse Back Riding Camp 

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

MARCH BREAK 

REGISTRATION
is now on for 

Ridgewood Farm

Ridgewood 
Farm

Speaking in Tongues explores complex human connections
By Brock Weir

Jason Silzer is drawn to a good plot 
and well-drawn characters, but also a 
good challenge.

That is exactly what he encountered 
last fall when he cracked open a copy 
of  Andrew Bovell’s play Speaking 
in Tongues, knowing he would be 
helming the production as part of  
Theatre Aurora’s 2016 – 2017 season.

Described as a psychological drama 
with “genuine suspense,” Speaking in 
Tongues follows a police investigation 
that leads to an “uncomfortable and 
unexpected conclusion” about nine 
parallel lives, interlocked by four 
infidelities, one missing person, and a 
mysterious stiletto, illustrated through 
a fragmented series of  confessions and 
interrogations.

The opening, however, presented 
director Silzer with an enticing 
challenge. 

“The challenges of  this play are 
what drew me to it,” he says of  the 
production, which opens this Thursday, 
March 2, at Theatre Aurora. “The 
first two scenes are done completely 
in overlapping dialogue. There are 
four characters, each having an affair 
with each other’s souse, and there is 
this wonderful exploration on how all 
affairs are the same affair, not all that 
different from each other.”

This is realised, he says, almost 
immediately by having both couples 
having nearly the same dialogue.

“When you read it on the page, it 
is quite intimidating, but it comes 
along. I think the challenge is one of  
the things I got excited about. You have 
these two things and you have to deal 
with them. Let’s figure out how to do 
it!”

Cast assembled, Silzer says they 
broke down the opening scenes, 
rehearsing the two halves separately 

before coming together. 
“I trusted the writing was strong 

enough that when both sides came 
together, it would just run and the 
actors were comfortable in each of  
their moments – and it did,” he says. 
“It was one of  those wonderful ah-ha! 
moments. It was a little bit of  a leap of  
faith, but it worked.”

First becoming involved with 
Theatre Aurora three years ago, Silzer 
says he was fresh off  a directing 
workshop at Tarragon when he was 
approached by Theatre Aurora artistic 
director Sergio Calderon with the 
chance to spearhead Speaking in 
Tongues. 

What draws him to a show is a “good 
plot, a good through-line, and if  there 
is depth to the characters,” he says. 

“I say that with a grain of  salt 
because I also directed Spamalot, and 
loved it!” he says of  the Monty Python 
musical. “Eve there, the characters 
had a depth and humanity to them and 
I think that is what draws me. I am not 
particularly drawn to directing cotton 
candy shows like farces, I like a little 
bit of  edge.”

And that is exactly what audiences 
can find when they take in Speaking 
in Tongues. It is all about making 
connections, he says, why we fail at 
making those connections, and those 
connections between us that are 
unspoken and often unseen. 

“I am hoping the audience leaves 
intrigued,” he says. “I hope they end 
up talking about the intricacies of  the 
show and leave with a discussion of  
how the characters, and therefore we, 
as an extension, are connected with 
each other almost in a Six Degrees of  
Separation kind of  way. “It intrigues 
me how interconnected the characters 
are and I had to have a diagram to keep 
everyone straight – and I think that is 
actually reflective of  real life. 

“We are, ourselves, much more 
closely connected to each other than 
how we would normally would want to 
admit to ourselves on a daily basis.”

Speaking In Tongues runs at Theatre 
Aurora at select dates and times March 
2 – March 11. For more information, 
visit www.theatreaurora.com or call 
905-727-3669.

Tongue Twister – A Review of 
“Speaking in Tongues”

By Scott Johnston

A woman goes missing, couples 
cheat on each other, police are involved, 
misunderstandings ensue, amends are 
attempted, subplots revolve around 
isolated shoes, and all of  the stories and 
characters are linked.

This is only part of  what goes on 
in “Speaking in Tongues”, currently 
playing at Theatre Aurora.

The mystery, by Australian 
playwright Andrew Bovell, involves 
some interesting twists, not only in 
plot, but in how the play is performed.

First, the nine characters are 
portrayed by only four actors, which 
helps to mirror the symmetry of  the 
various stories.

As well, in parts of  the play, separate 
conversations are held where the dialog 
is spoken simultaneously. This assists in 
demonstrating the similarities between 
situations happening on opposite sides 

of  the stage.
Part of  the challenge of  this approach 

is that even with a minor costume 
change, it’s not always immediately 
clear if  an actor is portraying the 
character you just saw, or a new one. 
And the overlapping dialog, while 
telling similar and sometimes identical 
stories, can be hard to follow.

Both add an interesting element to 
what is already a complicated story.  
Fortunately, the four actors, Martha 
Breen, Linda Stott, Tim O’Connell and 
Robert Magee, play their multiple parts 
well.

This is an entertaining and 
sometimes suspenseful play, but you’ll 
need to pay attention.

Evening performances of  “Speaking 
in Tongues” will be held at Theatre 
Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, March 2, 
3, 4, 9, 10 and 11, with a matinee March 5 
at 2 pm.   Tickets are available through 
the box office at 905-727-3669.

Collectively, Linda Stott and Robert Magee bring to live five of the nine characters in Speaking in Tongues. 
The show also stars Martha Breen and Tim O’Connell. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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with hints of roasted 
nuts, caramel, chocolate, 
and coffee.

$6.95  18 fl./oz.
On Tap only

18 IBUs 5% alc./vol.

A LIGHT 
BODIED DARK 
ENGLISH ALE

Handcra� ed 
in � angeville
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

MOVING

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca
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KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

MEDIATION SERVICES

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 

At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

Increases Confidence
 & SelfEsteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances SelfDiscipline

Great Exercise and
Fun for the Entire Family

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS

905-726-8886

                                             TM
Try Our

                      for Only   $19.95            
                                

www.northernkarate.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

MORTGAGE

MORTGAGE

Private Funds 
for Any Reason!

2.29% 5-Year Fixed 
2.05% 5-Year Variable

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home
• Finish basement with 20K
• Deck from $20 per square foot.

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

 
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning Services 

Vicky Roblin 
Tel: 905-967-0445
Cell: 647-333-7397
www.spar-clean.caSince 1996

Spar-Clean Inc.

SKYLIGHTS

INCOME TAX

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

AURORA MEDIATION SERVICES

Ron Sciulli, B.A., M., Ed AccFM   Accredited Mediator   
Cell: 416-508-3677  Email: ronscilli@rogers.com 

Family Mediation • Separation and Divorce  • Child Support, 
Child Custody, Access, Parenting Plan, Mobility. 

Don’t Litigate. Mediate. 
Free Consultation

Member of the Ontario Association for Family Mediation (OAFM)

Nothing rides like a Towncar – treat yourself!
Airport Transfers • Hand2Hand • Corporate Services • Special Events 

Shirley Jean Limousine

Call or Text: 289-221-0030
Classic Limousine Service

1st, 2nd Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO... WE SAY YES!!!

NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

CALL OR TEXT

416.992.5104

Mortgage Professionals Corp.

INCOME TAX SERVICES

clofer@rogers.com  647.273.1981

Serving Aurora and the GTA 
All retruns E-Filed 
Pickup & Delivery of your tax returns 
Personal and Small Business 
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CARRIERS 
WANTED 

SENIORS WELCOME
to deliver  

The Auroran newspaper every Thursday. 
Earn money while getting exercise.  

Contact Cephise 
416-505-2770

THINGS
YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

C O N C R E T E  
R O O F I N G 
TILES for sale.  
Repairs available. 
Text/Call 519-217-
7777.  

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required 
for local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from Arthur immediately 
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butch-
ers with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  di-
rect hands on experience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties include cutting and 
sectioning of  meat, skinning and remov-
ing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary 
is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@ 
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

C O N S T R U C -
TION COMPANY  
LOOKING for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for 
the York Region 
area. Please email  
resume to: ste-
pheno@interci ty 
realty.com fax: 905-
597-0493   office: 905- 
597-0227.

SERVICES

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

FOR SALE FOR SALEFOR RENT

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
1 0 0 % s h e e p s k i n 
coat. Perfect con-
dition. Only worn 
twice. $350 or best 
offer. For more in-
formation and to 
view – 905-727-6497.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
BOLTON AND 

VAUGHAN OPPORTUNITIES:
• Factory Work….. 4-10 hr.  
Afternoon shifts (Mon-Thurs)

• Weekend………… Fri, Sat, Sun  
12 hour shift…. Pays 40hrs.

• Plant Manager $100K
• Plant Supervisors…….$55K...  
12 hr Continental Shifts

• Logistics Manager… $60K
• Quality Manager …   $85K
• Production Manager…….. $ 70K
• Maintenance Mechanic/  
Electricians… $30/ hr. …  
Rotating D & A shifts

• Factory Labour (10 spots)…… 
$15.75 / hr Rotating shift (D & A))   

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

FULL TIME RELIABLE pizza maker  
required in King City. 2 yrs cooking  
experience and 1 yr pizza maker experi-
ence required. Must be able to handle pizza  
cooking and preparations for busy 
lunch and dinner rushes. Great working  
environment and competitive  wages  
offered. Contact 647-244-0996 or email  
resume to: aloislm@yahoo.com

INCOME
TAX

Call John: 
844.446.7829 x 201 

or visit
mistertax.ca
& get started today!

Personal & Business
Tax Specialist Since 1988 

Convenient Area Locations

Accurate. 
Low Cost. 

Convenient.

$59From

AURORA 1 BED-
ROOM - completely 
furnished. Suits one 
person. No Pets. No 
Smoking. $900 inclu-
sive. Wellington & 
Leslie. Call 416-564-
4330.

Antarès Sellier Canada
Recruiting for part-time general office help at our 
Canadian headquarters in Schomberg Ontario.
This position could lead to full-time status.
* Dependable, responsible, organized, mature. 
* Proficient with MS Excel, Word, Outlook.
 Preferential consideration given to those with 

working knowledge of QuickBooks. 
* Excellent oral and written communication skills 
* Experience/familiarity in the equine industry an 

asset but not essential. 
* Ability to use judgment in handling routine 

issues in absence of Manager. 
* Strong interpersonal and diplomacy skills with 

a high comfort level in dealing with individuals 
at all levels. 

* Ability to exercise discretion with confidential 
information. 

* Excellent customer service skills, ability to deal 
courteously, professionally and effectively with 
people/clients. 

* Physically able to prepare/unpack shipments.  
No more than 30lb lifting. 

* Ability to work in a team environment, to
 multi-task, be flexible, and move from one
 priority to another while maintaining a high 

level of accuracy and strict attention to detail.
20-25 hours per week. Flexible hours to the right 
candidate.
Email your resume to:
info.ca@antaressaddle.com

Part-Time
General
Office Help

P A R T - T I M E  
JANITOR required for Church. 10 hr.  
weekly. Wages negotiable. Contact Don 905-
751-0257.

Product Assembler $12/hr

- Must be computer literate
- Comfortable with MS Offi ce Suite

*No phone calls
*Only applicants selected 

for interview will be contacted

To apply, send resume to:
Fax: 905-727-0861

Email: jobs@norsat.com

FULL TIME 
Opportunities 

in Aurora NOW!

Shipping Clerk        $12.50/hr

205 Matheson Blvd. East Unit: 3  • Mississauga ON. L4Z 3E3

905.507.8714 ext. 224  | info@itradelink.ca

CRAHEADACHES?
You need a TAX ACCOUNTANT who speaks 
CRA language. We succeed where others fail!
In Trouble? We Sort, Adjust, Talk to the CRA for you 
and get you back on the right track. –Former CRA Auditor

New Customers 
– minimum of 
$100,000 yearly
income required. Call today for your

free consultation.

Tax Preparation for Individuals 
Businesses & Corporations 
• CRA Tax Audits & Appeals
• Bookkeeping Services

itradelink.ca

EXPERT TAX ACCOUNTANT
On Your Side

THURSDAY, MARCH 2
Canadian Blood Services will host a blood donor clinic 

today from 2.30 – 7.30 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North.) “March” yourself  into a 
blood donor clinic to #GiveLife! For many of  us, March 
break = travel. If  you are travelling outside North America 
consider this option: GIVE Before You GO! DID YOU 
KNOW? 1 in 2 Canadians will either need blood or know 
someone who will at some point in their lives. 1 in 2 people 
are eligible to donate, yet only 1 in 60 actually does. We need 
100,000 NEW donors this year. Please be one of  them. Visit 
www.blood.ca to book online or download the GiveBlood 
app.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3
Today is World Day of  Prayer. This year’s service was 

written by the Women of  the Philippines: “Am I Being 
Unfair to You.” The ecumenical service will be held at 
Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, tonight at 7.30 
p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
Nature Aurora will host an open house this afternoon 

from 2.30 – 5 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre to welcome 
volunteers who are interested in citizen science. Nature 

Aurora is looking for new people to monitor bird boxes, 
maintain them, and conduct owl, frog, toad and chimney 
swift surveys. For more, drop by.

THURSDAY, MARCH 9
Amnesty International Aurora-Newmarket holds 

their monthly meeting tonight from 7.30 – 9 p.m. to discuss 
current human rights issues and write appeals letters. 
Held at Trinity Anglican Church’s Rectory, 79 Victoria 
Street. All are welcome. For more information, call Rene at 
905-713-6713 or visit www.amnesty.ca. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
CALLING ALL WRITERS – The Writers Community of  
York Region hosts its Spring Bring a Friend Event. The 
Community is pleased to present a workshop by Dale R. 

Long and Tobin Elliot entitled: Close Encounters: The Art 
of  Writing Collaboratively. This workshop will help you 
with such things as understanding the dos and don’ts of  
writing collaboratively and the various ways and styles 
of  collaborative writing. At this meeting we are pleased 
to feature our special bring a friend event. Pay for one 
registration and your friend comes for free! Please note 
non-paying guests cannot be a WCYR member. Our meeting 
will take place at the Newmarket Community Centre and 
Lions Hall, 200 Doug Duncan Drive, Newmarket, Ontario 
on Sunday March 12th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. For more 
information and registration please visit our web site at 
wcyork.ca. This is an event you don’t want to miss! Bring a 
friend and enjoy the wonderful world of  writing together!

MARCH 13 – 17
Deep Sea Discovery - March Break Vacation Bible 

Camp from 8.30 a.m. to 
12 Noon for children 5-12 years of  age. Hosted by Aurora 

United Church at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria St., 
Aurora. At Deep Sea Discovery, children will hear amazing 
stories, play fun games, make incredible crafts, sing great 
VBC songs, enjoy tasty snacks and explore faith/life issues. 
Information and Registration Forms available at www.
auroraunitedchurch.ca or 905-727-1935. 

MARCH 31 – APRIL 2
The Aurora Seniors’ Association’s Silver Stars present 

Jack & The Beanstalk on March 31 at 7 p.m., April 1 at 2 
p.m., and April 2 at 2 p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 
Tickets are $5, with refreshments included. Tickets 
available at the reception desk now. For more, call the 
Centre at 905-726-4767.

SATURDAY, APRIL 29
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold their Annual 

Spring Sale today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Featuring white 
elephant and diamond elephant treasures, seniors’ centre 
crafters, books, the famous jewellery table, coffee shop, and 
much more. For more information, call 905-726-4767.
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Gentlemen; Your Destination for 
Formal, Business Attire, Weekend & Casual Wear

GIRLS 
[AND GUYS]

NIGHT OUT 
TUE APR 18 AT 6.30 PM

MR MENSWEAR 
ANNUAL FASHION SHOW 

Supporting Women’s Centre of York Region and MS. 

Cocktails, food, Vendors, Men’s Fashions Show. 
Silent and Live Auctions and More!

Location:
 NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC 

18100 Yonge Street, 
Newmarket

Admission $25, 
100% proceeds to benefi t the 
Womens Centre of York Region 

and MS of York Region

REGISTER TODAY AT NEWROADSGNO.COM

MENSWEARMR

New Collections Arriving Daily

Come join me 
and help support this great event

MR MENSWEAR 
15117 Yonge St
(downtown Aurora)

905.713.1501  |  www.mrmenswear.ca

Register Today at Newroadsgno.com


