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JUNIOR SCHOOL PROGRAM (Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5): 
At Pickering College, we o  er a dynamic, nurturing and positi ve learning 

environment where your child s curiosity is sti mulated, leadership skills are 
culti vated, and un-  lled interacti ve learning is meaning ul and ocused  

MIDDLE SCHOOL (Grades 6 to 8):  
Our 1st century integrati ve, e ploratory approach to learning connects 
students to the real world  e emphasi e the development o  rati onal 

and criti cal thinking through pro ect-based learning

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 9 to 12): 
Pickering College prepares students or university while also encouraging 

them to make a di  erence in the world as ethical, compassionate and 
values-based decision-makers  Our academic curriculum ocuses on 

e cellence and innovati on while ensuring students have a solid 
understanding o  core sub ects  All students also have countless opportuniti es 

to parti cipate in leadership acti viti es, community service, sports and the 
arts and e cursions, both locally and globally

APPLY NOW

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Dogsledding excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park. 

for September 2017

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, anuary 1  1  a m  to 11  a m

16945 Bayview Ave  Newmarket

Come and  nd out how our nurturing environment 
and speciali ed programming can help your child to succeed  
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D iscover 
Pickering College 

Pickering ollege students are knowledgeable, skilled, confi dent 
and resilient. Our approach to educati on ensures that they are 

able to reach their full potenti al, achieve their personal and 
academic goals, and deal eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

eet students, sta  , aculty and parents  Learn more 
about our speciali ed programming and go on 

a personal tour o  our historic campus

 January 21  10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
 February 22  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 April 8   10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

SPEND-A-HALF DAY
Your child can spend the morning at Pickering College 
 a  end class, meet our teachers and oin us for lunch  

egistrati on is required. all 905-895-1700 ext. 259.

  

  January 20    April 21

  March 3  May 15**

enior chool only

Our graduates are well prepared for what lies ahead 

in post-secondary educati on and 

as contributi ng citi zens of society. 

Book your personal tour today  

or more in ormati on please call us at 
9 5- 95-1  e t  59 
or email us at 
admission pickeringcollege on ca 

• edicated and caring teachers who are specialists in their fi eld

• mall class si es and personali ed a  enti on at every grade

• Challenging and engaging academic curriculum

• ully integrated lobal eadership Program  to rade 12

• ull recreati onal and competi ti ve co-curricular program

• Hot lunch program

• 100  placement at top universiti es in anada and around the world

Come visit us
OPEN HOUSE
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AURORA’S 2015 TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND
Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000 • lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com
www.hallmarklindrealty.com

15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora
(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)

*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

Service with Professionalism

LiveWorkSellAurora.com

Living and Working in Your Community

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative BROKERAGE, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

905.717.6027  |  ajones@trebnet.com

Sales Representative, 
Residential Real Estate Services 14799 Yonge St., Aurora  905-727-3154  
Karen Walker

www.RealEstateAurora.com

Selling Aurora Homes
For Over 20 Years

Selling Your Home? 
Wishing everyone a 

Happy and Healthy 2017
Wishing everyone a 

Happy and Healthy 2017

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

Descend into “Madness” 
with Historical Society 

and author

Hero (Donna Ateshin) and Beatrice (Shelagh Carlini) share a laugh in Theatre Aurora’s production of 
William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing, which opens this Thursday, January 19. For more on 
the production, including Scott Johnston’s review, please see 15. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Much Ado at Theatre Aurora

Leave the 
green beer for
the amateurs.
Happy Saint Patrick’s day from your friends at Hockley!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

1162 Hockley Beer Ads_StPatricks_Finals.indd   1 2/16/16   10:08 AM

Face to face vs Facebook.
Authentically social. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Face to face 
vs

Facebook

Authentically social.

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

OPEN HOUSE
January 21, 2017  

10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Competence 
Exclusivity 

Passion

E n g el &  V ö lk ers  Y o rk ,  B ro k erag e
T elep h o n e + 1  9 0 5 - 8 3 3 - 3 0 0 8
yo rk . evc an ad a. c o m

Web-based “community” solution 
proposed for traffi c woes

By Brock Weir

Traffi c issues in just about every 
corner of  Aurora dominated a signifi cant 
chunk of  Council’s time over the course 
of  2016, but 2017 could bring a new and 
“innovative” solution to these local age-
old issues.

Next week, Council is set to consider a 
new proposal on addressing traffi c issues 
through an overhauled Traffi c Safety 
Advisory Committee coupled with “web-
based community engagement.”

Last Spring, Council voted to re-
institute Aurora’s defunct Traffi c Safety 

Advisory Committee as a way to address 
mounting traffi c concerns – and proposed 
solutions – ranging from on-street 
parking, to traffi c fl ow, to speed bumps. A 
rebooted Advisory Committee has been 
long-championed by Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes and started to gain traction 
around the Council table in the last few 
months. 

The new model proposed by staff, 
however, is radically different from the 
old standard addressing what they say is 
the “weakest link” when it comes to traffi c 
complaints and solutions: community 
engagement. 

“The previous Traffi c Safety 
Advisory Committee (TSAC) model was 
a reactive model and fully complaint 
driven,” according to a joint report by 
Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure, and Stephanie 
Mackenzie-Smith, Manager of  Corporate 
Communications, who joined the Town 
last year. “Staff  propose moving to a 
more proactive and solutions-oriented 
approach. Communications that could 
not be effectively resolved through the 
TSAC Committee often were introduced 
at Council creating challenges in the 

By Brock Weir

In setting out the history of  
“madness” from ancient times to 
present day, York University professor 
Geoffrey Reaume says he is trying to 
shine a light an oft-overlooked chapter 
of  “history that belongs to all of  us.”

For Dr. Reaume, however, it is a 
part of  history that belongs to him in 
ways many of  us can’t even begin to 
imagine. 

Dr. Reume brings his “History 

Let us help you 
fi nd your 

dream home.

Call us today and experience the difference!

Direct: 905-727-1961  info@susancowen.com
www.SusanCowen.com

A name you know... people you trust!

Established and Experienced. 
One of Aurora’s top realtors for over 25 years 

Top 1% in Canada
ANDREW • SUSAN 

Continually Referred!

11-year-old Liam D’Souza and dad 
Royden savour the fruits of their labour 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
last week at the third and � nal session 
of Healthy Family in the Kitchen, an 
initiative of the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge. This year, the program take 
on the challenge of getting local youth 
more interested in fruits and veggies. 
For more, please see Page 8. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

WHAT’S COOKING? 
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Council & Committee Meetings

Date  Time  Location   Meeting
Tuesday, January 24  5:45 p.m.  Leksand Room  Council Closed Session
Tuesday, January 24  7 p.m.  Council Chambers  General Committee*

Wednesday, January 25  5:30 p.m.  Leksand Room  Finance Advisory Committee
Wednesday, January 25  7 p.m.  Council Chambers  Public Planning

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings,
please visit aurora.ca

Open Forum
As of January 24, 2017, open forum will be held at 6:45 p.m. Open forum allows members of the public to voice opinions on 
subjects of municipal concern.

Club Aurora’s Benefi ts of Balance Seminar
Sign-up now for Club Aurora’s Benefi ts of Balance information 
seminar on Saturday, January 21 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex. Learn how balance can help 
improve your core and prevent injuries. Cost is free for Club 
Aurora members or $7.25 for non-members. Register online at 
aurora.ca/e-PLAY using code 6200.

Doane House Art Exhibit at the Aurora 
Public Library
Don’t miss your chance to see the Doane House Hospice Art 
Exhibit, on display until Sunday, January 22 at the Aurora Public 
Library. This exhibit showcases the impressive and expressive 
original work produced by Doane House Art Therapy clients.

Saving Strategies at the Aurora Public 
Library
In this informative session led by David Duong, CPA, you will learn 
strategies, tools and techniques to save money and pay down 
debt. The session will be held on Tuesday, January 24 at 7 p.m. 
at the Aurora Public Library, located at 15145 Yonge Street.

Adult Cooking Classes
At our adult cooking classes, you will learn new recipes and the 
latest techniques. Cooking Around the World and Adventures 
in Baking courses begin on Sunday, January 29. Register in 
advance online at aurora.ca/e-PLAY.

Junior Chef Competition
Calling all budding junior chefs! Apply today for our Junior 
Chef Competition, being held during Aurora’s Arctic Adventure 
on Monday, February 20. The competition is open to juniors 
between the ages of 9 and 14. For more information and to 
download an application form, visit 
aurora.ca/arcticadventure. Applications must be received by 
Wednesday, February 1.

Winter Recreation and Aquatics 
Registration
Registration is open for winter programs, activities and aquatics. 
Please consult our 2017 Winter Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Program Guide for schedules and fees. Printed copies of the 
Program Guide are available for pick up at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, Aurora 
Public Library and Aurora Town Hall. An online version is 
available at aurora.ca/recguide.

Seniors’ Trip to Cambridge
Reserve your spot now for the Aurora Seniors’ Association trip 
to experience Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat on 
Thursday, March 23 in Cambridge. This daytrip includes return 
transportation via deluxe coach, dinner and comraderie amongst 
friends. For more information, call 905-726-4767.

Aurora’s Borealis
Visit Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until 
Monday, February 20 and enjoy the beautifully lit trees and festive 
atmosphere. Aurora Town Park is located at 49 Wells Street. For more 
information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit aurora.ca

Sale of Public Lands: 180 Goulding Avenue
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS A BY-LAW TO DECLARE AS 
SURPLUS AND SELL MUNICIPAL LANDS

Take notice that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to pass 
a by-law on Tuesday, January 31, 2017, pursuant to Report 
No. PBS16-084, for the purpose of declaring as surplus and 
selling land municipally known as 180 Goulding Avenue, Town 
of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York and legally described as 
Lot 1, Plan 65M-4324, save and except Part 1 on 65R-35666, 
Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York, being all of PIN 
03642-4026 (LT), having a total area of approximately 2 acres, 
more or less, as illustrated for location purposes only on Figure 
1 (below).

Public Notices What’s Happening

Reminders
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The by-law will be available on the Town’s website, located 
at aurora.ca/agendasminutes on January 27, 2017 
in advance of the Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council 
Chambers, located at 100 John West Way. For more information, 
please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, Long Range & Strategic 
Planning at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or by email to 
aierullo@aurora.ca.

Outdoor Ice Skating Rinks
The Town of Aurora’s outdoor ice skating rinks are up and 
running for the 2017 winter season. The rinks are located at the 
following parks:

Ada Johnson Park 60 Hartwell Way
Confederation Park 30 Glass Drive
Machell Park  2A Aurora Heights Drive
Town Park 49 Wells Street

All rinks are lit for evening enjoyment until 11 p.m. Please note, 
the rinks are unsupervised and are for shared use hockey and 
pleasure skating. The conditions of our outdoor rinks is entirely 
weather dependent. Updates regarding the condition of the 
skating rinks are posted on the Town’s website and social media 
feeds.

Municipal Tree Pruning
The Town of Aurora’s Parks Division is continuing to prune 
municipal trees on the following streets until the end of January:

Bonny Meadows Drive
Buttonwood Trail
Carlyle Crescent
Catherine Avenue
Chiswick Crescent
Closs Square
Corner Ridge Road
Cossar Avenue
Devins Drive
Devlin Place
McClenny Drive
McNally Way
Murray Drive
Tree Grove Circle
Walton Drive
Willis Drive

The primary objective of street tree pruning is to provide 
overhead clearance for vehicles and sidewalk pedestrians. For 
more information, or to report an issue with a roadside tree, 
please call 905-727-3123, ext. 3233.

What’s Happening

Electronic Waste Recycling Event
Drop-off all of your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices 
for recycling at our e-waste collection event on Saturday, 
January 21 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at our Joint Operations 
Centre, located at 229 Industrial Parkway North. For a full list 
of items that will be accepted, please visit aurora.ca/ewaste. 
E-waste collected will be processed by Global Electric Electronic 
Processing (GEEP).

Interim Property Tax Bills 
The Town of Aurora’s Financial Services Department has 
prepared the 2017 interim property tax bills. For those who do 
not use pre-authorized payments, look for your copy in the mail 
this month. Interim property taxes are due in two installments 
on Wednesday, February 22 and Monday, April 24. For 
more information, please visit aurora.ca/taxes

Renew Pet Licences by February 13
In Aurora, pet owners must license their cats and dogs who are 
12 weeks of age or older. Licences must also be renewed no 
later than Monday, February 13.

For your convenience, the Town of Aurora offers online pet 
licence renewals at aurora.docupet.com, or in-person at the 
following locations:

• Aurora Town Hall, Access Aurora, 1st fl oor - 100 John West Way
• York Region OSPCA - 16586 Woodbine Avenue, Stouffville

For more information, please contact the Town of Aurora’s 
By-law Services Division at 905-727-3123, ext. 4242 or 
licensing@aurora.ca

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm 
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2017 • 10 A.M. TO 4 P.M.
AURORA TOWN PARK • 49 WELLS STREET

Please note, we reserve 
the right to cancel, amend 
or change activities.

Proudly 
sponsored by

#AuroraArcticAdventure aurora.ca/arcticadventure • 905-726-4762

ENJOY LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT

First Nations 
presentation
Ice-carving
competition

Muskoka Wildlife 
animal show

GET ACTIVE WITH
WINTER SPORTS

Hockey shootouts
Snow shoeing
Snow tubing
Body zorbing 

(infl atable 
body bubbles)

… AND BRING YOUR 
APPETITE

Soup for Smiles 
at the Armoury 
hosted by the 
Optimist Club 

of Aurora*
Food vendors 

on site*
*Nominal fees apply.

BRING THE KIDS!
Infl atables

Fishing game
Mini golf

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE FREE OF CHARGEOUTDOOR SKATING WEATHER-PERMITTING 
HELMETS ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED

Get snow text alerts on your mobile device
Sign up for text alerts and we will let you know when a snow event 
or extreme snow event has been called. Visit aurora.ca/textalerts 
to sign up.

Winter Overnight Parking 
Program 2016/2017
For the 2016-2017 winter season, the Town of Aurora implemented a Winter 
Overnight Parking Restrictions Pilot Program. The three levels of notices are:

For more information about this program and  
parking enforcement, please visit aurora.ca  
or call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375.

SNOW ADVISORY
Ticketing: No
Action: The Town’s roads crew will apply treatments 
as necessary. We urge residents to remove vehicles from 
roadways to ensure safe and efficient snow removal but 
vehicle owners will not be ticketed.

SNOW EVENT
Ticketing: Yes
Action: Within 24-hours of a Snow Event being called, parked 
vehicles must be removed from roadways. Parking restrictions 
will continue for 24-hours after the snow has ceased to allow 
for plowing. Vehicles left on roadways will be ticketed.

EXTREME SNOW EVENT
Ticketing: Yes (after 12 hours)
Action: In the event of fast-moving and unpredictable 
conditions, parked vehicles must be removed from roadways 
as quickly as possible. After 12 hours of calling an Extreme 
Snow Event, tickets will be issued for non-compliance. 

SNOW INFO  
aurora.ca/snow • 905-727-3123, ext. 4152

Residents are responsible for checking to determine  
if a snow event has been called.

marriage@aurora.ca • www.aurora.ca/civilmarriage

Looking for an elegant and affordable 

Please visit aurora.ca/civilmarriage to fi nd out more about 
our types of ceremonies, fees and available dates in 2017

Please visit aurora.ca/civilmarriage to fi nd out more about 
our types of ceremonies, fees and available dates in 2017

place to get  married? 
The Town of Aurora is pleased to offer non-religious wedding services for your special day. 

Civil marriage ceremonies are usually held in Council Chambers at Aurora Town Hall. Our ceremonies 
are a favourite for couples planning a destination wedding and wanting to make their marriage legal.

We also make it easy for you to obtain your Ontario Marriage Licence through Access Aurora. 
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Author Brian Francis, with Reccia Mandelcorn of the Aurora Public Library, displays a copy of Natural 
Order, the 2017 One Book One Aurora selection.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Small towns provide rich inspiration, says One Book One Aurora author
By Brock Weir

Brian Francis is a naturally funny 
guy and humour is something he always 
wanted to impart in his books, but when 
he found the short stories of  Nobel 
laureate Alice Munro, something deeper 
clicked.

Munro’s stories of  small-town 
southwestern Ontario, and the colourful 
people that made up their respective 
communities, struck a chord with the 
Sarnia native.

“The fact she was writing about 
these interesting people in these small 
communities, places that might not seem 
exciting to the big city people, or whatever, 
she is representing those lives – and they 
were interesting lives,” says Mr. Francis, 
whose second novel, Natural Order, was 
recently selected by the Aurora Public 
Library to be the centrepiece of  its 2017 
One Book One Aurora campaign. “It 
showed me that I could pursue that. It 
validated that whole genre of  writing 
about small towns and there is always rich 
material. Stories don’t have to happen in 
the 1700s, or be in Paris, or wherever it 
might be.

“Sometimes as a writer, you can feel 
self-conscious that your stomping grounds 
can be kind of  small and that works 
against you sometimes, but Munro’s 
writing shows there is no shortage of  
material depending on how small your 
home territory is. There are stories that 
are just as interesting as anywhere else.”

Mr. Francis, as well as the Aurora 
Public Library are just as intrigued to see 
what stories and dialogue come out of  a 
medium-sized community like Aurora as 
they use Natural Order as a springboard 

for a year-long dialogue on the themes it 
contains. 

As The Auroran reported last week, 
Natural Order follows the story of  Joyce, 
a woman nearing the end of  her life in 
a nursing home, trying to make peace 
with herself  over a decision she made 
regarding her gay son. Natural Order 
follows Joyce at various points in her life 
and the path that led her to make such a 
pivotal, regrettable decision.

“For me, Natural Order was about 
looking back and reconciling yourself,” 
says Mr. Francis. “I think all of  us feel that 
sometimes we’re making a decision that is 
right for us at the time. We make decisions 
at points in our life and history show us 
that sometimes those decisions weren’t 
the best ones. How do you reconcile 
yourself  with those choices that you 
make when you thought you knew better, 
but time reveals you didn’t make the right 
decision? That is one of  the universal 
ideas of  the book: how do you reconcile 
with who you used to be, or your past, if  
the person you need forgiveness from is 
no longer there?”

These are some of  the very themes 
the Aurora Public Library (APL), in 
association with numerous community 
groups ranging from the Aurora Cultural 
Centre to the local chapter of  Amnesty 
International, hope to explore during One 
Book One Aurora, which aims to get all 
of  Aurora reading from Natural Order 
through book clubs and free, fully-stocked 
lending libraries that are set to pop up 
around the community beginning this 
spring.

“Our expectation and hope is there will 
be enough groups in the community who 
will want to do their own programming,” 

says APL’s Reccia Mandelcorn, who 
says members of  the Aurora Cultural 
Roundtable are already brainstorming 
ideas, along with groups like the Aurora 
Camera Club. “What we do say is, okay, 
read this book, think about how your 
organization can support it, and then it 
really becomes a community conversation 
as opposed to Library programming, and 
that is what drives this project – and that 
is what I think the Library is about.”

Helping kickstart that community 
conversation will be a series of  roundtable 
discussions for members of  the local 
LGBTQ community on how the APL 
can best meet their needs. The fi rst one, 
tailored to LGBTQ youth, will take place 
Wednesday, February 15, from 7 – 8.30 p.m. 
in the Library’s Magna Room. A similar 
event for LGBTQ adults will take place 
Wednesday, March 15, in the same time 
and location.

Mr. Francis is no stranger to his works 
opening up a dialogue for LGBTQ youth. 
His fi rst novel, Fruit, follows Peter, an 
overweight pre-teen struggling with 
fi nding the language to express his own 
sexuality. 

“It was capturing a point in my life 
where I didn’t have the language to 
describe my difference, but I always felt 
I was different and things weren’t fi tting 
together in any real, sensible way,” Mr. 
Francis recalls.” I know something was 
at work, but I couldn’t quite fi gure it out. I 
am trying to capture that because I hadn’t 
read [that kind of] story before. It was also 
about body image and boys. I had never 
read a book that dealt with body image 

and boys. So much of  young adult fi ction 
seemed to have female protagonists 
dealing with sexuality or dealing with 
body issues and self-esteem. I wanted to 
explore that.”

It was a bold book. Peter, after all, 
has to deal with a set of  talking nipples. 
Needless to say, it is not a situation very 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

As an investor, it’s important that the services you receive are 
worth the fees you pay. Ask yourself: 
• Do I know what I pay for investment guidance?
• Am I getting good value?
• Do I have access to estate and tax planning experts? 

If you answered “no” to any of the above, contact Claire today for 
a complimentary second opinion on your portfolio – and put her 
25+ years of experience to work for you. 

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are a�liated. *Member-
Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a 
business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. 2016. All rights reserved. 16_90409_JH9_002

How much are 
you paying for 
�nancial advice?

Claire VanBlarcom, CFP, FMA, CIM
Associate Portfolio Manager & Wealth Advisor
905-841-7602 | claire.vanblarcom@rbc.com

The VanBlarcom Wealth Mangement Group 
of RBC Dominion Securities
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Aurora, Ontario  L4G 1N1

www.clairevanblarcom.com

Tina Deroy
Associate
905-841-8844 | Christine.deroy@rbc.com

PRE-ORDER FOR THE BIG GAME
RECEIVE 10% OFF

PRE-ORDER FOR THE BIG GAME
RECEIVE 10% OFF

905.503.2700
15480 Bayview Ave

FOR OUR FULL MENU VISIT

www.THEWINGERY.com
Not valid in combination with other o�ers. O�er expires February 4, 2017.

By Brock Weir

An altercation between a young woman and a senior on a York Region Transit 
(YRT) bus at Yonge and Wellington last week is now under investigation. 

Over the weekend, a cell phone video of  a young woman preparing to get off  the 
YRT’s Route 99 showing a young woman preparing to get off  the bus in Aurora’s 
downtown core while hurling strings of  insults at a female senior sitting on a 
nearby seat went viral, prompting the local transit authority to delve deeper into 
the situation. 

With many individuals on social media questioning why the driver did not 
remove the young woman from the bus as the altercation unfolded , Ann-Marie 
Carroll, General Manager of  the YRT, tells The Auroran, intervention from the 
driver could have escalated the situation.

“All new drivers are required to do a certain number of  hours of  training and 
each year they get refresher training,” says Ms. Carroll. “Part of  the training is 
also dealing with incidents such as this, on de-escalating situations. There is not 
any one method that you can apply to every situation and I think in this case the 
outcome was as good an outcome as we could get because it didn’t escalate beyond 
yelling back and forth and some of  the verbal abuse the senior took. 

“I think, for the driver’s reaction, if  he had gotten out of  the seat and tried 
to intervene more so than he did, I think it could have potentially turned into a 
physical altercation. The young lady who was yelling planned to get off  the bus and 
she was working her way off  the bus. The whole idea was just to get her out of  the 
bus in that particular situation.”

The altercation, she adds, left YRT “surprised” and unhappy with the situation, 
noting the investigation includes pulling security videos to see what transpired 
before the argument took place, what took place afterwards, the response of  the 
driver, and if  there is any support that can be provided. 

In situations like this, Ms. Carroll said the YRT works closely with the York 
Regional Police.

“It would be absurd for us to say we never have altercations; we do, but we have 
very few,” she says, encouraging people to report such incidents by contacting 
the YRP, even through their email and social media channels, so security can be 
dispatched. “Filming it and putting it on Facebook is not the answer. I think they 
need to reach out either to the York Regional Police in the case of  a true emergency, 
or contact YRT right away.”

Bus altercation
“under investigation”
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

A sinking ship

Machell’s Corners

Maiden voyage.
Full speed ahead…. Trump is like the 

Captain of  the Titanic.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

If  a tree falls in a forest and there’s 
nobody there to Like or Share your 
photo, did it really happen?

So, the world at large is going to begin 
its seismic shift on its axis this Friday.

We’ve gone through the wherefores 
and whys. The ink has been spilled, the 
wounds keep getting re-opened, so I’m 
going to let that topic scab over for at least 
one week, until circumstances – and 
I’m sure they will present themselves 
on Friday – necessitate ripping off  the 
Band-Aid, digging in and settling in for 
four years of  intensive treatment.

It’s going to be a long, rough ride 
for so many in all parts of  the world, 
but together the world will have to 
persevere to get out the other side 
relatively unscathed. 

To do so, however, it is all too 
important to stick together and fi nd a 
collective voice so that the important 
issues are not lost among the white 
noise billowing out from quarters that 
are all too familiar. Efforts are being 
made to undercut the weight which 
words carry through concerted efforts 
to brand them “fake news”, fi gments of  
embittered imaginations or, in short, to 
borrow a phrase that is being adapted 
and reused with alarming frequency 
in the lead-up to Friday, “gaslighting.” 
And, unfortunately, nothing is immune 
to falling victim, or too sacred to be 
targeted. 

Those feeling their oats, however, 
will continue to do their damndest not 
to hear the mounting chorus, so it is the 
responsibility of  the majority to make 
sure that this is impossible; and it is 
also the responsibility with those still 
in a position of  infl uence, albeit from 
the other side, to listen to effect change 
in the future. 

It is hard to imagine anything in 
Aurora’s political spectrum to cause 
anything close to a seismic shift, but 
next week Council is set to dip its toes 
into an area which could turn out to be 
a game changer in how local lawmakers 
interact with the people that elect them. 

We all know the current drill.
If  you have an idea on how a 

particular situation can be improved, 
you call Town Hall or show up at a 
Council meeting to make your pitch as 
a delegate, or as a member of  the public 
at large, during open forum. 

The format varies slightly if  there’s 
something to complain about in that 
focus often shifts to the online world 
of  an endless stream of  emails to 
Council members, often copied to local 

reporters, and electronic haranguing 
to anyone who will listen in whichever 
social media channel best suits you.

This can spur action but, more often 
than not, the complaints languish 
in the ether until one, two, or tens 
of  individuals descend on Council 
chambers to lend an actual voice to 
their concerns, complaints, or general 
dissatisfaction with the status quo.

Some offer solutions, others just 
want a listening ear, but it is a tried and 
true cycle.

Take, for instance, last year’s efforts 
by a relatively small group of  local 
residents who repeatedly sounded the 
call for a series of  speed cushions on 
four area streets. It took them a while 
but their campaigns, along with a few 
hours of  Council discussion and staff  
reports – and a few logistical kinks that 
put things back a few months – helped 
them realise their goals.

Similar efforts, this time from a 
larger group of  people, successfully led 
to signifi cant restrictions to on-street 
parking in Aurora’s historic Downtown 
Core which, in turn, led to a logistical 
nightmare for the medical building at 
Yonge and Kennedy as consultation 
with local businesses as to the impact 
such changes might have were woefully 
inadequate – something pointed out by 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe at the time.

So, I am looking forward with 
both curiosity and trepidation on 
the bold new experiment which 
could soon be implemented, pending 
Council approval, which would funnel 
complaints, concerns, and general 
spleen-venting over Aurora’s traffi c 
trouble to a web-based app, which would 
allow residents to map out problem 
areas, suggest solutions, and interact 
with staff  members and residents alike 
on a possible course of  action. 

If  approved, it won’t be the full re-
instatement of  a Traffi c Advisory 
Committee which Council pushed for 
last year, but the experiment could 

prove fruitful, ultimately expanding 
into areas such as public planning, 
infrastructure improvements, and, 
quite possibly by the time of  the next 
Municipal Election, questions over 
governance if  Council once again tries 
to fl oat the balloon of  whether or not 
Aurora should have a ward Council 
system or, at the very least, a smaller 
Council complement. 

When I fi rst read the report before 
Council ahead of  next week’s General 
Committee meeting recommending 
Town Hall proceed in this direction, I 
was initially skeptical.

In the grand scheme of  things, unless 
it is an issue that directly impacts 
young families, Aurora’s most engaged 
citizens are typically 40+ and 50+ and 
used to the status quo. Despite the 
obvious convenience a new system such 
as this might bring, Town Hall might 
have its work cut out for them in selling 
it to the community.

However, it will undoubtedly lead to 
effi ciencies in all corners.

It is a new way to reach out to people 
who, at the end of  a long day at the 
offi ce, simply might not have the energy 
to extend themselves to a public open 
house to learn more about a sexy topic 
as relevant to their neighbourhood 
as a new stop sign or sidewalk. It is 
also a much more convenient way for 
residents to maintain a dialogue. And, 
perhaps most importantly, it removes 
from the equation the fallback position 
of  so many residents who try to delay 
the inevitable by blaming Canada Post 
and scads of  public notices they claimed 
never reached their fi nal destination.

On the other hand, there is also the 
possibility that Town Hall might be 
biting off  more than it can chew.

We live in a world of  instant 
gra tifi cation, where people value 
instant likes, comments, and shares 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and 
so forth, and where people alarmingly 
think what they have to offer is of  less 
value to others if  these likes, comments, 
shares, and retweets don’t come.

Those who will be responsible for 
tending the fi eld of  comments bound 
to come in through any perspective 
web-based platform will have to have 
their fi ngers not only on the pulse of  
the community but also on the button 
to ensure that they get their reward – as 
simple as a comment – in near-real time 
to ensure residents feel their opinions 
are respected, valued and being heard 
by those who can make a difference.
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Volunteers work to 
strengthen communities

 (Re: View from Queen’s Park, January 12)

MPP Ballard’s article last week 
emphasizes the important role 
volunteer organizations play in giving 
back to addressing community issues 
such as homelessness and poverty.

I commend MPP Ballard for 
bringing to our attention the great 
contributions of  organizations like 
Blue Door Shelter, Belinda’s Place, Inn 
From the Cold, 360 Kids and the Sutton 
Youth Shelter.

Government alone cannot fund 
and provide the manpower, so we are 
encouraged to help, to do our part, in 
any way possible, as these valuable 
organizations are in constant need of  
funding and members to volunteer.

Building on the article, we are 
so very fortunate here in Aurora to 
have the annual Magna Hoedown 
generating millions in funding for 
dozens of  charities in and around our 
surrounding communities.

Complementing this generous 
funding initiative of  Belinda Stronach 
is another she created through 
Magna International in 2008, called 
Neighbourhood Network (NN), the 
focus of  which is to grow a network that 
brings those who wish to volunteer, to 
those organizations that are in need of  
volunteers.

To wit, refer to the front page photo 
in last week’s Auroran “Need a Hand?” 
asking for volunteers to sign up to 
clear snow off  the drive and walks of  
low income seniors and those with 
disabilities. Brilliant! NN is especially 
valuable to High School Students who 
must complete the mandatory 40 hours 
of  community service in order to 
graduate.

There are a lot of  students who do 
not know where to begin to connect. To 
register, it is as simple as going online 
to www.neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

Indeed, outside Aurora, NN has 
been welcomed with open arms by 
partner municipalities as the “go 
to” organization for volunteers and 
connecting community organizations. 
There are over 10,000 registered 
volunteers in Aurora, Newmarket, 
East Gwillimbury, King and Georgina 
– connecting likeminded partners and 
volunteers to all work together for 
the betterment of  our communities, 
encouraging Volunteerism and 
#StengtheningCommunities.

I would also like to highlight another 
special photo in last week’s issue (pg 
7). Here we have seven outstanding 
young ambassadors of  100 Youth Who 
Care donating a cheque to Welcoming 
Arms.

Welcoming Arms is an organization 
consisting of  members from our local 
churches here in Aurora who fund and 
provide a nourishing meal, in a safe 
environment, for those who struggle, 
complete with fellowship and social 
networking assistance.

The 6th annual Aurora Winter Blues 
Festival (AWBF), another volunteer 
organization, has expanded its 
programing throughout the month of  
February  this year.

To date, the AWBF has donated 
$60,000 to Blue Door Shelter, CHATS, 
and Youth in Music. Come out and 
enjoy some award winning Blues and 
contribute to our community. First off  
is the amazing Blues Bash on Saturday, 
February 4 at the Highland Automotive 
Showroom. Go to www.awbf.ca for 
tickets and information

Councillor John Abel
Aurora
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Wielding your axis
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Last time in this space we looked 
back at what happened in 2016 in 
Aurora.

Today, we turn our minds forward to 
predict what we may expect to see in 
Town in 2017.

By mid-January, 95 per cent of  New 
Year’s resolutions committed to by 
Aurorans will be broken.

In preparation for all-day two-
way GO train service, a proposal will 
come forward to pave over the Magna 
property to provide commuter parking 
lots when that company moves to King. 

The Town will attempt to guilt the 
Region into building the interchange at 
St John’s Sideroad and Highway 404 a 
few years earlier by putting up signs in 
the area proclaiming that this project 
is “coming soon from York Region.”

Condos will continue to be developed 
along Yonge Street, but strangely, many 
storefronts will continue to remain 
unoccupied.

Aurora’s claim to be the most 
fi t municipality in Canada will be 
supported by studies that show that 
due to the challenges of  fi nding 
parking spots in Town, people here 
have to walk further from where they 
can fi nd parking to where they want to 
go than in any other municipality in 
the country.

Aurora will host a huge series 
of  parties and events to celebrate 
Canada’s fi rst 150 years, which will be 
about how long it will take to pay for 
it all. 

Dandelions will become so prevalent 
in yards and boulevards that grass will 
start to be considered a weed.

After almost 20 years of  debate 
over whether to keep them or not, the 
former library and senior’s centre will 
be demolished, clearing the way for a 
further 20 years of  debate over what to 
do with this space.

Movies in the Park screenings of  
“The Postman Always Rings Twice” 
will have children asking their parents 
what a postman is. 

More Aurorans will gain an 
appreciation for the quiet streets and 
older neighbourhoods downtown, 
when they start cutting through them 
in their cars to avoid the no left turn 
restrictions at Yonge and Wellington.

Summer complaints by Aurorans 
about how hot it is and when will it 
ever cool down, will be followed by 
winter complaints about how cold it is 
and when will it ever warm up.

Following outrage directed at cell 

towers in 2014, super mailboxes in 2015, 
and densifi cation in 2016, Aurorans 
will now be blasé about these, and 
in 2017 will fi nd some new form of  
infrastructure at which to vent.

 
As an added incentive to entice 

Prince Harry to Town in September to 
open the new accessible playground at 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park, the 
Mayor will offer to put him up on his 
couch, since we don’t have a hotel for 
the Prince to stay in.

The addition of  more traffi c lights 
on Industrial Parkway will further 
reduce its viability as a time-saving 
bypass of  Yonge Street.

Discussions of  how far students 
have to walk from east of  Bayview to 
their schools southwest of  there will 
prompt increased recollections of  
grandparents of  having to walk six 
miles to school uphill every day in fi ve 
feet of  snow.

 
The tree lighting ceremony in 

December will be preceded by a new 
tradition of  passing a hat through 
the crowd for donations to offset the 
higher electricity costs.

A proposed reduction to the Town’s 
tax rate will have some speculating 
that if  this downward trend continues, 
by 2029 the tax rate may fi nally equal 
the rate of  infl ation.

How many of  these will come true? 
 Only time will tell.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Happy New Year! Welcome to 2017, 
Canada’s 150th birthday! This is a time 
to look back on what we’ve achieved 
in our history, and to embrace the 
values we share as a nation. This year 
we unite as Canadians, and together 
we can imagine a vision – a big, bold 
vision – of  what our country can 
become. Canada 150 inspires all of  us 
to be part of  something bigger than 
ourselves as we build the country for 
the next 150 years. 2017 will be the 
year to create lasting connections that 
will live on long after the celebrations 
have ended. I encourage you to visit 
Canada.ca/150 to see all the different 
events and celebrations that will take 
place across the country, throughout 
2017. 

 
 Accomplishments of 2016

It has been an interesting year and I 
am proud to be part of  a government 
which made progress on a number 
of  fronts in 2016.  We still have a lot 
of  work ahead of  us, but here are 
some highlights of  what we have 
accomplished this past year.

We restored the eligibility age for 
the Old Age Security (OAS) and the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) 
from 67 to 65. Low-income Canadian 
seniors living alone now receive up to 
an additional $947 per year, which will 
help 900,000 vulnerable seniors and 
improve their quality of  life.

We increased Canada Student 
Grants by 50% to help more than 
350,000 students to graduate with less 
debt and build a more prosperous 
future.

 We ratifi ed the Paris Agreement 
as part of  our commitment to fi ght 
climate change. We also introduced 
pricing for pollution to encourage 
companies to fi nd innovative solutions 

to pollute less and achieve a healthier 
environment for the next generation.

 We are investing $118 billion in 
building and improving public transit, 
roads, bridges, ports, clean water 
and wastewater systems, affordable 
housing, and child care facilities. 
These investments will also create 
good jobs for Canadians.

These policy changes were only 
made possible because of  the input of  
Canadians from across the country, 
including people like you in our 
community. My team and I hosted 
Town Halls, on climate change, 
Canada Post, defence priorities and 
the Federal budget to name a few, and 
asked for your insights and opinions. 
Through this consultation process, 
we were able to communicate your 
views, and ultimately infl uence 
policy. Additionally, with the feedback 
you provided me in 2016, I am able to 
defi ne areas of  focus for 2017. 

Areas of Focus for 2017
In addition to my responsibilities 

as your Member of  Parliament and 
as Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Public Services and 
Procurement, I have heard from many 
of  you that you would like me to place 
particular focus on the following areas:

Advanced manufacturing 
(aerospace and automotive) 
investments, local infrastructure 
for mental health, Canada’s defence 
capabilities, precarious employment 
(job quality), and ensuring 
increased value for your tax dollars. 

These are things that will make a 
real difference in our community in 
the short term and set the foundation 
for years to come. The world needs 
more Canada, and I am committed to 
helping Canada thrive both at home 
and abroad. If  you believe there are 
any additional areas I should be 
focused on, please do contact me. 
What we focus on now will continue to 
defi ne and shape us not only for 2017, 
or 2018, but for the next 150 years. I 
am looking forward to achieving this 
vision together with you.

Services Our Office Offers

Our offi ce in Richmond Hill is here to 
assist you. We can help organizations 
with government funding like the 
Canada Summer Jobs Program, as 
well as assistance for more individual 
concerns like: Canada Pension Plan, 
Guaranteed Income Supplements 
(GIS), OAS, immigration, visas, and 
we are now happy to report that we are 
fully equipped to assist with passport 
applications and renewals. 

Please Contact Me!

I look forward to hearing from you 
and trust that you will contact me 
with any and all matters that you feel 
are important at a federal level. Email: 
Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca. Phone: 
(905)773-8358. Offi ce: 12820 Yonge St. 
suite 202, Richmond Hill).

“Volunteer recycling program” suggested

Predictions for Aurora in 2017

MP Report: Accomplishments of 2016 
& Areas of Focus for 2017

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geo� rey Dawe

INSIDE 
AURORA

Scott Johnston

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is remembering:

Queen Victoria (Died January 22, 1901)

This commemorative handkerchief was produced in 1897 to mark 
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria’s reign. At the time, she was 

the longest serving monarch in British and Empire 
(later Commonwealth) history. 

Continued on page 9

Happy New Year Aurora! I wish you 
and your families a wonderful 2017.

Thank you to all our residents 
and visitors who contributed to the 
Salvation Army Kettle Drive during the 
holiday season. Your efforts will help 
the less fortunate in our community 
access programs and services that they 
can’t afford. The local results of  this 
campaign will be available soon, check 
out the Town’s Notice Board and social 
media feeds for updates.   

With the new year under way, The 
Town of  Aurora has reaffi rmed its 
commitment to becoming Canada’s 
Most Active Community. Activate 
Aurora is an Ontario Trillium 
Foundation funded program designed 
to help move the Town’s goal forward. 
This group created by Sport Aurora 
with guidance from the Canadian Sport 
for Life Society and endorsed by my 
task force on physical activity, involves 
local school boards, the Town, York 
Region Public Health, Seneca College, 
Sport Aurora, Southlake Hospital 
and the Aurora Seniors Association. 
I would like to extend an invitation to 
residents to help us achieve our goal 
of  becoming Canada’s Most Active 
Community. Visit the Activate Aurora 
website and sign-up to track your fi tness 
activity. Aurora’s activity numbers will 
be added to the overall contributions 
for the community to help us reach our 
goal.

There are several ways to get active 
and healthy in Aurora. Club Aurora 
Fitness Centre is located at The Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex and offers 
its members a wide variety of  both 
cardiovascular and weight training 
equipment, as well as a diverse array 
of  programs. There are also several 
aquatics programs available for all 
ages, please consult the Town’s Winter 
Program and Recreation Guide for 
more details. The Town’s outdoor ice 
rinks are also up and running for the 
2017 winter season.

Outdoor rinks are located at Town 
Park, Ada Johnson Park, Confederation 
Park and Machell Park. Please be safe 
on the ice and respect other users. 

The Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge is also still an ongoing 
important initiative. This challenge is 
a province wide initiative implemented 
in 45 communities in Ontario, The 
challenge combines a community-led 
method with provincial coordination 
to help develop and implement healthy 
policies and programs. This challenge 
is being run out of  the Windfall 
Ecology Centre with support from the 
Town. Currently, planning is underway 
for the next theme which starts in 
April. The theme is called the Choose 
to Boost Veggies and Fruit. It will 
include wellness events at local schools, 
nature play pop-ups, healthy cooking 
programs, fun competitions and more. 
Stay tuned for more information to 
come in the next couple of  months, 
visit windfallcentre.ca/healthykids for 
updates. 

Don’t miss the Town’s local upcoming 
events. Visit Aurora’s Borealis at 
Town Park every day until Family 
Day on February 20 from 5 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Enjoy beautifully lit trees and a 
festive atmosphere. Join family, friends 
and neighbours at Aurora’s Arctic 
Adventure event happening on Monday, 
February 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Aurora Town Park. There will be many 
family activities including outdoor 

RE
SU

LT
S 

TO
 D

AT
E A B

59%

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

THIS WEEK’S 
NEW POLL

RE
SU

LT
S 

TO
 D

AT
E

75%
YES NO

25% 0%
UNSURE

JA
NU

AR
Y 1

7, 
 20

17

A new beginning, a 
new year to catalyst 

positive change.

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Should the York Region District School Board 
consider future growth when 
planning new high schools?

Yes    No    Unsure
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Continued on page 7

Gas Tax Funding for Municipalities
It has been a busy couple of  weeks. 

At the top of  the list, I’m pleased to say 
York Region will receive $15.3 million in 
funding from Ontario’s Gas Tax program 
for transit improvements.   This is a 
great program that helps local transit 
systems improve their services and 
increase their ridership year over year.

Public transit is vital to those living 
and running businesses in Newmarket-
Aurora and it has become an important 
fi xture in our daily lives.

As I said at the announcement in 
Newmarket, as the province increases 
the frequency of  GO Train service, the 
“last mile” solution using local transit 
becomes more important to both 
residents and businesses that rely on 
transit for customers and employees.

In total, our government 
is providing more than $334 million in 
Gas Tax funding this year to 99 
municipalities – a $1.6 million increase 
over last year.  This is the largest number 
of  recipients since the program started.  

With this year’s allocation, 
the Ontario government 
has provided more 
than $3.8 billion in funding 
through the Gas Tax 
program since 2004.

We know how 
important public 
transit is to improving 
mobility, managing 
congestion, curbing 
emissions, and building 
strong communities.  Our 
government will continue 
to make these kinds of  
strategic investments that will help 
us keep up with Ontario’s increasing 
growth and demand for transit 
infrastructure.

December Job Numbers
I recognize the employment challenge 

too many residents in my riding face. 
Too much part-time employment, short-
term contracts and low wage jobs are 
not how to build a strong community. 

However, I have 
good news to report 
on this front: 
Statistics Canada 
reports Ontario 
gained 80,600 jobs in 
2016, and we had a 
signifi cant increase 
in full time work in 
December.

Since the 
d e v a s t a t i n g 
recession of  
2008, Ontario has 
created 669,100 jobs.  

Ninety per cent of  those are full-time 
positions, we are told by Statistics 
Canada, with 79 per cent in above 
average wage industries, and about 
three quarters in the private sector.  
Our unemployment rate of  6.4 per cent 
continues to be below the national 
unemployment rate, as it has been for 
the past 20 consecutive months.  Of  
course, one person unemployed or 
underemployed is one person too many, 
but the government’s plan to grow the 
economy and create good jobs in every 
region of  the province is working.

There have been more than 51,600 jobs 
created this year across the province 
and the unemployment rate fell 
signifi cantly. The Ontario government 
is committed to building Ontario up by 
creating a positive climate for business 
that attracts long-term investments 
and creates good jobs now and for the 
future.

We want to ensure that the province 
continues to be a leader in creating jobs 
and in competing in an increasingly 
competitive global economy.  We 
will continue to build Ontario up, by 
creating jobs and prosperity for all 
Ontarians in communities’ right across 
this province.

Investing in the Auto Sector
In-line with growing the economy, 

last week both the provincial and federal 
government announced they would be 
partnering with Honda Canada to help 
the company modernize its Alliston 
assembly operations. Ontario is 
contributing $41.8 million to the plant 
to help ensure it remains competitive 
and secure the next generation of  
vehicle production.

Many residents from our area work 
either work at the Honda plant or a 
factory that makes parts for the Honda 
plant. Automotive experts tell us our 
investment will help secure 4,000 
direct jobs. We also know the benefi t 
to Ontario will be signifi cant, through 
job creation, increased tax revenue 
and small business opportunities. 
Supporting the auto industry is part 
of  Ontario’s economic plan to create 
jobs, grow our economy and help people 
in their everyday lives.

OSAP
The province is making college and 

university more affordable for students 
and families by making tuition free for 
over 150,000 students.

This is great news for residents in 
Newmarket-Aurora.

The new OSAP will make average 
tuition free for students whose families 
make less than $50,000 a year. Students 
from families that earn more will also 
benefi t from more generous grants and 
loans. Education experts tell us under 
the new program, about 80 per cent 
of  all OSAP recipients will graduate 
with less provincial debt. Today, more 
Ontario students are graduating from 
post-secondary programs than ever 
before, but some people hesitate to apply 
for college or university because they 
worry about the cost.

It’s my belief  the 
new OSAP will help more students seek 
a post-secondary education regardless 
of  their family’s income. Students will 
now be able to focus on their education, 
and not on the debt they are racking up 
while attending school.

New Year’s Levee
Thank you to everyone who attended 

my annual New Year’s Levee. It is great 
to meet so many new people from the 
community and to catch up with old 
friends. 2016 was a great year in our 
riding of  Newmarket-Aurora and I am 
excited to see what the  New Year holds 
for us.  

As always, I invite you to contact me 
on any issue. Please call my community 
offi ce at 905-750-0019, or visit my website 
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

Power bills and seeking answers 
tops Chamber agenda for 2017

By Brock Weir

Next month, Mayor Geoff  Dawe is 
set to deliver his annual address to the 
local business community.

It’s usually a time for the Mayor to 
give a “state of  the town” talk to local 
business leaders and tout some of  the 
businesses set to make Aurora home 
in the year ahead. In the lead-up to 
this year’s speech, however, the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce is pressing for 

answers.
“One thing which we really don’t 

think has been addressed, specifi cally 
in Aurora, is the ongoing and pretty 
consistent fl ow of  leasing signs coming 
up,” says Javed Khan, Chair of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce Board 
of  Directors. “We are fi nding more and 
more businesses are either closing and 
leaving and we’re unfortunately seeing 
a higher rate of  leasing signs in the 

When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you.

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

Family Law 
Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support
Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

SHOES

50 % 
OFF

14800 Yonge Street, Aurora Shopping Centre (905) 727-9391

SHOES

WINTER SALE

OMARS–Celebrating our 47th year in business in Aurora

FINAL BLOWOUT

All Winter Clothing, 
Pajar Coats and 

Men’s & Ladies Jeans*

Take an Additional 50% OFF 
the Sale Price of our 

Sale Tables for up to 75% OFF
Save the tax on all Regular Priced Shoes*

* Some exceptions

Plus
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The Top 
5 Factors 
Keeping 

You 
OVERWEIGHT

- And What you 
Can do about 

them! DR. VIENNA IAFRATE N.D.

Learn how to naturally overcome 
these factors for lasting weight loss and 
a balanced life

It is no secret that we typically gain 
weight as we age. Our metabolism 
slows down, responsibilities pile up 
and before you know it, you’re well 
above the recommended weight for 
your age, height and gender. But did 
you know that you have the power to 
stop the perpetuating cycle of  weight 
gain right at its source? 

Fad diets, media advertorials and ad-
vice from your sisters, friends, neigh-
bour can make the topic of  weight 
loss not only confusing, but daunting 
and fi t only for the young gym buff  
you typically see on TV. Did you know, 
there could be some underlying health 
reasons why your body is choosing to 
store fat and calories as opposed to 
burning them for fuel and energy.  Our 
hormones govern everything in our 
bodies from our mood to how we eat, 
sleep, drink, and even breathe. Consid-
er your energy levels; do you struggle 
with low sex drive, getting to sleep at 
night or even waking up in the morn-
ing? Ever feel that 3 pm energy crash, 
or do your food cravings control your 
day? These factors all point to an un-
derlying hormone imbalance that is 
undeniably keeping you overweight! 

Are you associating these symptoms 
with getting older? We’re here to show 
you that it’s not about age, it’s about 
a body imbalance. This workshop will 
give you the information and resoures 

you need to change your life! Go from 
experiencing:

• Fluctuant moods and emotions 
to steady, even and controlled 
moods

• Fatigue, impotence and low 
energy to vitality, stamina and a 
better sex life

• Sleepless nights to achieving 
a great night’s sleep

• Being overweight to having 
a strong, lean body

The King West Chiropractic and 
Wellness Centre invite you to join Dr. 
Vienna Iafrate, ND for an informa-
tion session on how these 5 factors 
are keeping you overweight, and how 
you can begin making changes to your 
diet, lifestyle and overall health. She 
will discuss how to begin detoxing 
your diet, how to reset your circadian 
rhythm to sleep better, eat better and 
live a more energized and active life-
style. Weight loss doesn’t have to be 
scary or confusing! Allow Dr. Iafrate 
to take the guess work out of  your life-
style choices and lead you on the path 
to better health and wellness care.     

This workshop is $20.00 per 
attendee. 

The workshop will be held on 
Wednesday January 25th from 7:30 pm 
to 9 pm at the King West Chiropractic 
and Wellness Centre. 141 King Rd, Unit 
10, Richmond Hill. Seating is limited. 
To make a reservation please call: 905-
773-2225.

Advertorial

Advanced 
Technology 
Healing 
Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome and 
most Wrist / 
Hand Pain

                                                                     

If  you suffer from Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome or wrist / hand 
pain you should be aware that a 
new technology is now available 
creating a solution to help those 
suffering with these conditions. 

 These conditions can create 
symptoms ranging from pain, 
tingling, numbness, burning, 
aching, stiffness, swelling, 
weakness and  limited movements.

The track record of  common 
treatments including pills, surgery, 
splints and exercise has not been 
as effective as sufferers require, 
leaving them to continually 
search for non-drug, non-surgical 
treatments that are  safe and 
effective. 

 
Of  major concern is that many 

patients continue to be plagued by 
wrist pain despite repeated visits 
to their doctor.

 
Many patients fear the risks and 

invasive nature of  wrist surgery 

and all too often, patients that do 
have wrist surgery find themselves  
frustrated that their pain only 
resolves partially or not at all.  In 
many cases the pain reoccurs later, 
after surgery.

      
There is a new, natural, safe 

and highly effective approach 
that has helped many sufferers 
improve their lives dramatically: 
Laser therapy uses light to favor 
and accelerate the body’s natural 
healing processes. The innovative 
Multiwave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, efficient 
and simultaneous effect on pain, 
inflammation, swelling and water 
retention, exceeding the limits of  
traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean
 for you?

Our patients have reported a 90-
95% relief  of  their symptoms, more 
mobility, increased flexibility and 
vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy, and we are very proud 
to offer our patients effective 
solutions to their recent or chronic 
conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has 
helped many sufferers improve  
their lives dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  Call 
(905) 773-2225 to book your FREE 
consultation and examination at 
King West Wellness Centre 141 King 
Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In the 
Home Hardware Plaza)

Laser therapy uses light to favor 
and accelerate the body’s natural 

healing processes. 

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a co-ed, non-denominational 
environment located on 100 beautiful acres in King.
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972  www.cds.on.ca

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

Every child has a future waiting to emerge. A passion ready to ignite. We offer the possibilities that 
make it happen. A place where they are known, supported and inspired. Track shoes, theatrical 
costumes, or robotics code? A song, a goal, or a speech? With us, students discover themselves. 
They fi nd big, dreamy answers to the most important question of all:

SUPPORTING EXCELLENCESUPPORTING EXCELLENCESUPPORTING EXCELLENCESUPPORTING EXCELLENCESUPPORTING EXCELLENCESUPPORTING EXCELLENCE
The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased The Country Day School is pleased 
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York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available York Scholarship Bursary available 

to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School to three incoming Senior School 

students starting in 2017-18. This students starting in 2017-18. This students starting in 2017-18. This 

renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide renewable scholarship will provide 

support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and support for 65% of tuition and 

additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their additional fees throughout their 

high school career. The York high school career. The York high school career. The York 

Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to Scholarship Bursary is awarded to 

students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, students based on fi nancial need, 

as well as a demonstrated and bal-as well as a demonstrated and bal-as well as a demonstrated and bal-

anced approach toward academ-anced approach toward academ-anced approach toward academ-

ics, the arts and athletics. To learn ics, the arts and athletics. To learn ics, the arts and athletics. To learn 
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JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE  |  Saturday, January 28, 10am – 1am  

DISCOVER
THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
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main corridor of  our community and 
we have still not gotten the answer why, 
and what the plan is for the Town to 
mitigate this.

“This is a conversation we would like 
to have and have our Mayor address at 
the upcoming Mayor’s luncheon.”

It was also a conclusion Mr. Khan 
says came out of  recent talks with the 
Chamber Executive on ways they can 
continue to be an advocate for the local 
business community. 

They are “frustrated,” he says,” that 
they have not received a “clear and 
concise answer” from the powers-that-
be, despite repeated questions.

“We asked that it be addressed when 
we were having the Mayor’s luncheon 
in 2016 to address it and it seems like it 
wasn’t necessarily a priority for them 
to focus on that; they wanted to focus 
more on the Cultural Precinct and the 
whole Yonge and Wellington Corridor,” 
says Mr. Khan. “But, we consistently 
have our members in that type of  
conversation at various Chamber 
events asking what is happening – Why 
are there more and more vacancies 
happening, and what is the Town 
doing?

“I understand [CAO Doug 
Nadorozny] is revamping the economic 
development structure [at Town Hall] 
and that is welcome, and I’m excited 
to see what comes out of  that, but 
other than that, it has certainly been a 
common conversation.”

Last year, the Chamber took a more 
proactive role in advocating for the 
perennial issue of  a new hotel for the 
Town of  Aurora. These talks have 
proved to b e more fruitful at Town Hall, 
says Mr. Khan, with “a strong potential 
of  a decision being made in the very, 
very near future,” but this year they 
are also going to move forward with 
their advocacy work, joining the 
Ontario Chamber of  Commerce with 
their call for better energy pricing at 
the Provincial level. 

Both have called on the Ontario 
Government to take “bold steps” 

to address the issue of  affordable 
energy across the board. The Ontario 
Chamber submitted their support of  
a Long Term Energy Plan last month 
calling on the Government “to ensure 
that future policies regarding energy 
pricing are affordable, transparent 
and fl exible” particularly through the 
adoption of  a capacity market system.

This, they argue, could realise some 
“signifi cant” cost savings by allowing 
the procurement of  energy shorter 
term on a cost effi cient basis. 

“The common thing we’re getting is 
that constant price increases and the 
lack of  price predictability is impacting 
the ability for many of  the businesses 
in this province to remain competitive 
and grow,” says Mr. Khan. “When I was 
talking to one of  the representatives 
from the Ontario Chamber of  
Commerce (OCC), they indicated that 
one central fi rm reported that their 
recent energy bill was 12 per cent 
higher in September – and that is about 
$500 or so – despite an identical meter 
reading in August. In this particular 
case the OCC member indicated to me 
that that fl uctuation forced his business 
into a hiring freeze because it wasn’t 
planned for. If  there is an opportunity 
for the Ontario Government to increase 
transparency that can help quite a bit. 

“I think we need to start more direct 
conversations with our representatives 
and I think one of  the best ways to do it 
is either to organize face to face, a call 
or a webinar to get some real questions 
answered. One thing I would like to hear 
from our government representatives 
is what are they going to do to reduce 
electricity costs for small businesses 
in our community. What I have heard 
is the principle of  affordability and 
competitiveness will really ensure 
cost savings can be realised either 
directly either through incentives and 
rebates, or indirectly through a lower 
system-wide cost. That is the type 
of  conversation we need to start to 
have and foster with our government 
representatives and I just don’t think 
that is there.”

Chamber wants answers on vacant 
storefronts Mayor’s speech



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 19, 2017THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 19, 2017Page  8              Page 9

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Did you know  
these are 
household  
hazardous 
waste?
When no longer needed, 
batteries become household 
hazardous waste.

For more information on what household hazardous waste is and where 
to drop it off please visit york.ca/hhw or call 1-866-665-6752 

Household hazardous waste does not 
belong in the garbage, in your blue box  
or down the drain. It should be brought  
to a depot location where it will be 
disposed of safely.
Space provided through a partnership between industry and  
Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

Healthy Kids set to put new spin on fruits and veggies
By Brock Weir

They say you can’t make an omelette 
without breaking a few eggs – but what 
if  you can’t even get your kid to make 
the first crack?

That’s now a distant memory for the 
local kids and parents who did some 
bonding in the kitchen this month with 
the Healthy Kids Community Challenge.  
About a dozen parents, and their kids, 
made good use of  the new industrial 
kitchen at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex, part of  the Centre’s Youth 
Space for Healthy Family Fun in the 
Kitchen, a program coordinated by the 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge, 
operated by Windfall Ecology Centre, 
and the Town of  Aurora.

The free three-session program 
was designed to give an introduction 
to healthy cooking, enjoyed by kids 
and parents together, facilitated by a 
trained instructor providing guidance, 
recipes and all supplies.

“We signed up so the kids could learn 
cooking and they can learn how to help 
out at home in the kitchen and stuff  like 
that,” said Royden D’Souza, finishing 

up some oatmeal prepared, in part, by 
his 11-year-old son Liam, a student at 
Lester B. Pearson Public School. “There 
is also the nutritional value of  the food 
– there are a lot of  healthy recipes that 
are easy to prepare. We have seen a lot 
of  value [from the program] and the 
changes in these guys’ behaviour at 
home.

“My daughter would never eat eggs. 
After the second class, she came back 
and said, ‘I want to eat eggs! I want 
to have scrambled eggs and I want to 
make them myself !’ She made them 
herself  and ate them. They got a lot of  
confidence in handling kitchen items, 
cooking and stuff  like that. At home, 
we get them to do stuff, but it is more us 
wanting them to do it rather than the 
initiative coming from them.”

Royden’s wife, Dale D’Souza, left the 
program with the same impression.

“It builds so much confidence in 
the children because they actually got 
to handle the food, handle knives and 
stand at the stove, and do things like 
that. It builds so much self-confidence 
being able to cook in a comfortable, safe 
environment, as well as having friends 
around who are doing the same thing.”

And, in the end, that is exactly 
what the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge is shooting for as they lay 
the groundwork for their new focus on 
fruits and vegetables, which is set to 
launch this spring.

This past fall, the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge launched 
the latest phase of  their education 

campaign, “Water Does Wonders,” 
which has produced a series of  Town-
wide initiatives to get kids to put down 
the pop and give water another try. This 
spring, Water Does Wonders will give 
way to Choose To Boost Veggies and 
Fruit, an initiative aimed at giving kids 
hands-on experience not only learning 
where their food comes from, but how 
to grow it ourselves. 

“With Healthy Kids, our goal is to 
bring different, healthy initiatives, 
whether it is through physical activity 
or healthy nutrition and healthy 
behaviours to the kids in Aurora,” 
says Kathleen Ko, local program 
coordinator for the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge. “We do a lot 
of  work with schools, but this was a 
good opportunity to do something more 
within the community and having the 
kids and the parents cooking together is 
a great incentive to motivate each other. 
The parents are having fun spending 
time with their kids and vice versa, and 
the kids get an opportunity to have fun 
with their parents outside of  the home.

“Cooking and learning cooking skills 
will hopefully foster their knowledge 
of  food so kids will be interested in 

preparing foods and the more they are 
interested in preparing the more they 
will be interested in eating healthy foods 
and consuming fruits and veggies.”

These adventures in cooking were 
the first event working with the Town 
and the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge is hoping to continue the 
program in the spring or summer when 
they shine their light on fruits and 
veggies. 

“It is going to be nutrition-focused 
and encourage kids to have more 
veggies and fruit with all the meals of  
the day,” says Ms. Ko. “With our next 
theme being nutrition, the cooking 
class was a great way for us to see if  
this is something we can do more of. 
We’re hoping to do lots more events and 
programs in schools. 

“Cooking is one of  them and we 
want to introduce more initiatives on 
where their food comes from, whether 
that be gardening, urban agriculture, 
workshops with the kids and getting 
them excited about where their food 
comes from. Having them experience 
growing it themselves can inspire 
and energize them to look at food in 
different ways.”

Young participants in the Healthy Family in the Kitchen program do the washing up in the industrial kitch-
en at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, part of the Town’s Community Space for Youth. The program 
wrapped up on Wednesday, but could be revived this spring and summer as the Healthy Kids Community 
Challenge shifts its focus from water to veggies and fruit. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

With Healthy Kids, our goal  
is to bring different, healthy 

initiatives, whether it is through 
physical activity or healthy  

nutrition and healthy behaviours  
to the kids in Aurora
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An agency of the Government of Ontario
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#activateaurora

Fittest town,
hands down.

(Top) Artist Brigitte Granton of King with her painting “Muskoka Dreams.” (Bottom) Steve Falk of the Thurs-
day Night Jam Band was on hand at Saturday’s opening for a pop-up performance in conjunction with 
the Aurora Winter Blues Festival. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Canada represented “from coast to 
coast” in milestone art show

By Brock Weir

Inspired by the forests and rocky 
terrain of  cottage country, “Muskoka 
Dreams,” a bold painting by King artist 
Brigitte Granton dominates the equally 
bold red wall of  the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, in a show celebrating two 
signifi cant anniversaries.

Ms. Granton is one of  over 60 artists 
whose works now fi ll the walls of  
the Aurora Cultural Centre in a new 
exhibition, on now through the end 
of  January, celebrating both the 30th

anniversary of  the Society of  York 
Region Artists (SOYRA) and the 150th

anniversary of  Canada itself.
For Ms. Granton, the ruggedness 

and the natural beauty of  the north is 
symbolic of  the quintessential Canadian 
experience.

“The raw beauty of  our northern 
landscape never fails to inspire me,” 
said Ms. Granton on Saturday afternoon 
at the offi cial launch of  the exhibition, 
which featured live entertainment from 
the Aurora Winter Blues Festival and the 
Thursday Night Jam Band.

Mrs. Granton completed a cross-
country tour of  Canada last summer, 
picking up inspiration along the way 
and, in the end, Newfoundland was her 
favourite experience “hands down.”

“I have been there three times and 
the people are incredible, for one thing,” 
she says. “Then there is the moodiness 
of  the landscape. Even though it is a 
rainy, cloudy, misty province, there 
is something about the atmosphere 
there that just creates such a dramatic 
backdrop for a painting. I love it!”

Aurora artist Claire d’Aurore was also 

inspired by Atlantic Canada which she 
too explored further this past summer on 
a 44 day, 10,000km road trip. Her photos 
of  the lengthy journey are featured in the 
Great Hall gallery.

The diverse collection of  paintings 
and photographs from the over 60 artists 
was curated by fellow SOYRA members 
Carol Tremayne and Josee Savaria, who 
picked up the gauntlet thrown down by 
SOYRA President Linda Welch to put 
together a show celebrating the two very 
important milestones – and the artists 
themselves also took up the challenge to 
showcase their own Canada.

“It was very challenging because 
all the work is very different and of  all 
different sizes,” says Ms. Savaria, who 
curates the art gallery at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre.

Adds Ms. Tremayne: “As we knew there 
was going to be a Canadian component, 
initially we thought there would be one 
room that was just Canadian – then we 
saw how many there were and it was just 
too many. We had to fi gure out how to 
disperse the work in different rooms.”

As visitors fl ooded the galleries on 
Saturday, Ms. Welch weighed in on the 
results.

“I think the show looks terrifi c; they 
brought a good eye and it shows well,” 
she said. “People who come in are saying 
that it looks great and that makes me 
very happy. We have a following now, 
which is nice. I know people who have 
been following our shows for 10 years 
who came to see this show [earlier in the 
week] before it was crowded, but the buzz 
and excitement of  this opening is really 
exciting…and it also helps make our 
new painters feel good about themselves 

From page 5

being part of  this bigger thing.”
If  you missed the action this past 

Saturday, there’s more to come this 
Saturday, January 21, as Town Crier 
John Webster sits for a portrait with 

eight SOYRA artists in all his fi nery. The 
session gets underway at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre at 1 p.m. through 4 p.m. 
and all are welcome to watch the portraits 
take shape on canvas. 

IN GOOD COMPANY

winter games, live entertainment, 
outdoor skating and more.

I hope that members of  our business 
community and local residents join 
me at the Annual Mayor’s Luncheon 
on Wednesday, February 15 at 12 p.m. 
at Oakview Terrace. At this annual 
event, I will be discussing relevant 
topics that will affect our local business 
community. For more information 

or to purchase tickets, please visit 
aurorachamber.on.ca

Stay connected to the Town. Visit the 
Town’s website, read the local Notice 
Board, subscribe to our social media 
feeds and sign-up for our monthly 
e-newsletter, Aurora Matters. My door 
is always open, please feel free to email 
me with any questions or comments 
about the Town at mayor@aurora.ca. 

Enjoy the snowy weather!
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Supports Local Sports Teams

winter classes

at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 
905 713-1818

Events This Season

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets

exhibition        

All welcome | admission at no charge

continuing through January 29

SOYRA 
Showcase 2017

Celebrating 30 years! 

January 21 - 1 pm - View a portrait painting session  
                       with Aurora Town Crier John Webster

Drawing, Painting, Wood 
Carving, Ukulele, Calligraphy,

Children’s Art 
& New Ukulele for Teens!

For more info, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca

February 10  8pm blues party

Proudly offered in conjunction with   

Extended 
Sunday hours 

1-4pm!

Winter 
Classes Start 
this Month! With Diana Braithwaite 

and 
Chris Whitely 

And their 5–piece band
$30 Advance | $35 Day of Concert

Friday Night Blues Party!

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

Music comes full circle Friday in Great Artists series
By Brock Weir

Whether it’s music, art, or life itself, 
budding piano star Han Chen believes 
everything comes full circle.

And things don’t only go full circle, but 
there is often a natural path we can’t help 
but follow.

Modern aviation might be bringing 
the 24-year-old pianist from China to his 
Aurora engagement with just hours to 
spare this week, but it was another far 
more organic force that set him on the 
path which would ultimately lead him to 
headline the fi rst in the Aurora Cultural 
Centre’s Great Artists Piano Series of  
2017.

Mr. Chen, a native of  Taiwan, who 
started the week fi nishing up an 
engagement in Shanghai, makes a stop 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre this Friday, 
January 20, before returning to school at 
Boston’s New England Conservatory.

Having recently 
fi nished recording 
an album for the 
classical Naxos 
label with Grammy 
winning producers 
– and Aurora 
residents Bonnie 
and Norbert Craft – 
he says he is looking 
forward to putting 
together a show 
that is “wholesome” 
with a story from 
beginning to end. 

“I am presenting 
a program ranging 
from Haydn to 
contemporary music,” he says, noting 
Friday’s concert will afford him the 
opportunity to mark the Canadian debut 
of  Shiuan Chang’s Samsara. “In Indian 
Culture, that means people’s life is like 

a circle and there 
is a circle to life 
that is fascinating 
and never-ending. 
When I program [a 
concert] I want it to 
have a wholesome 
feeling, something 
that will have a story 
from beginning to 
end.”

But it is not a 
program that will 
be the same story 
from beginning to 
end; Haydn’s Sonata 
and Schumann’s 
Humoresque will 

collide with contemporary pieces that 
have been contrasts. As much as they 
contrast, however, they are united by 
common bonds that will be clear to the ear. 

Chen has designed his program to 
conjure up a specifi c reaction in the 
listening audience, something similar to 
what he felt when his fi ngers fi rst made 
contact with a piano. 

He was four years old when he fi rst sat 
down at the keys. The “sparks”, he said, 
were clear right from the fi rst contact. 
Receiving a piano as a birthday gift from 
a family friend, the instrument soon 
became a natural extension of  himself.

“It was very cumulative,” he says of  the 
moment he made the decision to pursue a 
career as a professional musician at just 
13. “I feel making music is something that 
really connects with people, so I enjoy not 
only playing the piano but connecting 
with that audience, which I believe is 

a very important part of  the concert. 
When I played my fi rst concerto with 
an orchestra, it sparked the decision to 
become a pianist in life. That moment of  
making music with everyone on stage, 
sharing everything so smoothly with 
an audience made me realise this was 
something I wanted to do with my life.”

From that very moment with the 
Beijing Orchestra, his path took him 
fi rst to study in Shanghai and then onto 
the United States and Juilliard for his 
undergraduate and Masters degrees. 

Despite taking home the fi rst prize 
in the Sixth China International Piano 
Competition, he credits recording his 
debut album with the Krafts as the most 
rewarding experience of  his young career. 

“The recording process made me 
realise that performance has a power that 
can be passed on if  you make it right,” 
he says. “People ask how you can judge 
a performance to be good or not, but 
it is the chemistry in the performance 
that will actually move the hearts and 
be successful. By doing the recording, 
I tried to fi n d what the components are 
that make a successful recording and that 
really made me fi nd something that is 
very special in the performance that will 
be remembered and I can pass on.”

But, to see the performance live and in 
person, you only have one chance to do so 
close to home. Tickets for Friday’s concert 
are on sale now from the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. Tickets are $34 for adults and 
$28 for seniors and students. For more 
information, call 905-713-1818. Showtime is 
8 p.m.

Pianist Han Chen        
Supplied photo
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Join us at our OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, January 21   |   10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, February 22  |   6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

DISCOVER
PICKERING COLLEGE
Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal balance between challenging 

students to develop critical thinking and real-world life skills that can be applied to their 

university career and beyond. As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, 

including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and presentation

• design, invent and problem solve

All Pickering College students – from JK to Grade 12 – benefit from an immersed 

program that prepares and inspires students to make a difference in the world as ethical, 

compassionate and values-based decision-makers. 

In today’s increasingly complex world, these values are at the core of our vision to develop 

leaders with the skills and the desire to make their world a better place.

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.
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As part of our Quaker values, we celebrate diversity 

in all aspects of the school. This is refl ected both in 

our Global Leadership program and our commitment 

to a co-educati onal environment. We provide a 

nurturing, supporti ve and enriching 21st centur y 

learning environment for all students.

Our unique approach includes educati ng and 

developing the ‘whole child’ through a focus on 

academic excellence, co-curricular disti ncti on, 

character and leadership development. We pride 

ourselves in providing an individualized approach to 

student learning.

As a result of their studies, students develop 
valuable skills, including: 

Pickering College students are knowledgeable, skilled, 

confi dent and resilient. Our approach to educati on 

ensures that they are able to reach their full potenti al, 

achieve their personal and academic goals, and deal 

eff ecti vely with the challenges of life.

If this is the type of educati on you want for 

your child, contact Pickering College today. 

We would be happy to provide you with more 

informati on and a tour of the school. Please call 

us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 or email us at 

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca.

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school in Newmarket 
for boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 where 
every student parti cipates in our Global Leadership Program

Independent Co-educati onal Day and Boarding School 
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca
Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
or 905.895.1700 ext. 259 
or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext. 259

Connect with us!

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

• advanced academic ability
• ti me management and self-reliance
• strong research and writi ng
• criti cal thinking abiliti es
• leadership and mentorship
• dialogue, communicati on and presentati on
• design, invent and problem solve
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Winless streak 
hits double 
digits for Aurora 
Tigers

By Jake Courtepatte

Having run out of  player cards long 
before the Ontario Junior Hockey 
League trade deadline, the Aurora 
Tigers are now just running out the 
clock.

While last Tuesday’s deadline came 
and went with other York Region 
teams bolstering their rosters for the 
postseason, Aurora has resigned to 
miss the playoffs for the fi rst time in 
six seasons by acquiring cash and some 
potential for the future.

The resulting team of  call-ups and 
younger players fell to both the North 
York Rangers and Oakville Blades 
over the weekend, with the Tigers still 
searching for their fi rst win of  the New 
Year.

With both the Rangers and Blades 
destined for the playoffs with seeding 
implications on the line, the Rangers 
fi rst shutout the Tigers at the Aurora 
Community Centre by a score of  4 – 0.

Forcing goaltender Brayden 
Lachance to face 54 shots in the game, 
North York’s Ture Linden continued 
his torrid scoring pace by beating 
Lachance three times, fi nishing a 
natural hat trick just under a minute 
into the third period. Noah Robinson 
rounded out the scoring just two 
minutes later, while Aurora managed 
just sixteen shots in total on the North 
York net.

The Blades, tops in the OJHL’s South 
division and the second highest scoring 
team in the conference, disposed of  
the Tigers the following day 5 – 2 at the 
ACC.

Oakville scored twice on the 
powerplay, with the Tigers combining 
for 31 penalty minutes in the game. 
William Constantinou and Mel 
Melconian scored the only Aurora goals 
in the contest, Melconian picking up 
the 41st point in 38 games this season.

Lachance stopped 22 of  the 27 shots 
he faced.

The last Tigers win came on Nov. 25 
against the last place Milton IceHawks.

With a Pickering Panthers win 
last week, the Tigers remain in the 
basement of  the OJHL’s North division 
with a record of  5-30-1-4. They are 
slated for their worst regular season 
record since the team’s 1983-84 season, 
when they went 4-34-4 and were swept 
by the Dixie Beehives in the OPJHL 
quarterfi nals.

The Newmarket Hurricanes are 
clinging to the North East conference’s 
eighth and fi nal playoff  spot, two points 
ahead of  the Lindsay Muskies. They 
are slated to contend with the Trenton 
Golden Hawks in the fi rst round of  the 
postseason, ranked in the top twenty in 
Canada with a record of  34-6-1-0.

The Tigers, meanwhile, will ride out the 
fourteen games remaining in the regular 
season with the focus on the future. Just 
over one month is left on the schedule, 
with fi ve home games slated to be played 
at the Aurora Community Centre.

They take on the 25-13-1-1 Markham 
Royals on the road Friday, before returning 
to the ACC Saturday to host the 18-16-1-3 
Toronto Jr. Canadiens.

Puck drop is set for 7:30  p.m.
For stats, schedules, and more 

information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

St. Andrew’s bolsters hockey 
program with new tournament

By Jake Courtepatte
 
The MacPherson tournament has a 

new ally.
Just two weeks before the annual 

historic varsity tournament at LaBrier 
Arena on the St. Andrew’s campus, 
the Saints have initiated a varsity 
B tournament to reiterate their 
commitment to their hockey programs.

The Gary West Senior Boys Hockey 
Tournament kicked off  its inaugural 
running on Friday, playing host to six 
varsity teams from across Canada and 
the United States. It purposely coincided 
with Monday’s holiday for Americans, 
allowing two teams from south of  the 
border to participate.

Like Mr. MacPherson, assistant to 
the Headmaster for a quarter century, 
Mr. West holds a prominent position in 
St. Andrew’s history. Mr. West taught at 
SAC for 33 years, juggling his duties as a 
teacher, coach, and athletic director.

“Gary was highly respected and well-
liked; I think you’d be hard pressed to 
hear a negative comment about him,” 
says Greg Reid, Assistant Headmaster 
and Assistant Coach of  the Varsity B 
Hockey team. 

Reid was the mastermind behind the 
new tournament, working since last year 
to get it off  the ground.

“It helps contribute to a more robust 
schedule for the Varsity B team by 
including more games against non-
traditional opponents who are playing 
at the varsity level,” said Reid. “That is 
to say that four of  the teams this year are 
their school’s top team as opposed to St. 

Andrew’s second senior team.”
SAC went 1-2-2 in the tournament, 

taking down Gilmour Academy of  
Ohio on Saturday. The winners of  the 
tournament were the nearby King City 
Secondary School Lions, who put up 
two wins and two ties, including a tie 
with the Saints on Friday, to secure the 
championship.

“The Saints for their part outshot their 
opponents in every game but had trouble 
fi nding the back of  the net and gave up 
too many odd-man rushes in their losses,” 
said Joel Morrissey, Head Coach.

All six teams have confi rmed their 
intentions to participate in next year’s 
tournament, while St. Edward’s High 
School from Lakewood, Ohio and Nichols 
School from Buffalo will round out an 
eight-team fi eld.

With an overwhelming amount of  
hockey talent, SAC’s varsity B team 
provides what Reid calls “an alternative 
to community hockey”, with a handful 
potentially making the jump to the A 
team for their grade 12 year, a team that 
has won back-to-back independent school 
championships.

The focus at SAC now turns to the 
MacPherson tournament, a long standing 
tradition at SAC, which will play host to 
eight teams representing the provinces 
of  Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec, and the 
states of  Maine, Pennsylvania, and New 
York at LaBrier Arena next weekend.

“Since its inception in 1984, this 
tournament has become a highly-
anticipated tradition for our school 
and the larger community,” said Kevin 
McHenry, Headmaster. 

Bantam Tigers claim Silver Stick crown
By Jake Courtepatte

The Bantam AE Aurora Tigers are 
seeing silver.

They claimed the International 
Silver Stick tournament in Pelham, 
ON, over the weekend, the culmination 
of  an undefeated run in Silver Stick 
play.

Incredible goaltending by Joey 
Livia and Andrew Zuliani led the 
Tigers to a perfect record in the 
qualifi er in Georgina, spilling in to 
an undefeated round robin in the 
international tournament.

Aurora took down the likes of  the 

Red Bank Generals, Tri Valley Blue 
Devils, and the Strathroy Jr. Rockets 
by a combined score of  32 – 2 to meet 
up with the host Pelham Panthers in 
Friday’s quarterfi nal.

Swiftly disposing of  the Panthers 
7 – 1, the Tigers met the Halton Hills 
Thunder in the semifi nal round, 
where Logan Kidder scored in the 
game’s second overtime period to 
send his team to the championship.

It was Kidder again who scored with 
four minutes left on the clock against 
the Centre Wellington Fusion, with 
the Tigers holding on to a 2 – 1 victory 

SAC Captain Nolan Garnett and the captain of College Jean-Eudes take a ceremonial face o�  to open 
the inaugural Gary West Senior Hockey Tournament at LaBrier Arena. Dropping the puck are West’s 
children Bruce, Lynda, and Rachel, along with tournament convener Paul Bedard. 

Photo by Paul Mosey

The Bantam AE Tigers won the International Silver Stick tournament in Pelham after defeating the Centre 
Wellington Fusion in the championship.                             Supplied photo 

Mel Melconian winds up for a shot at the Aurora Community Centre. The Aurora Tigers lost 5 - 2 to 
the Oakville Blades on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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COMING EVENTS

2 WEEKS ONLY
Thursday, January 19 to Wednesday, February 1, 2017

WE’RE POURING

MORE INTO PAINT

LASTS UP TO  
12 MONTHS

$10
‡

$40
‡

BUY 1 CAN (3.78L) 
AND RECEIVE

BUY 1 PAIL (18.9L) 
AND RECEIVE

OR

BUY

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
3' x 4' Contour Heavy Duty  
Black Mat (1000755692)
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PHILIPS LED 60W Equivalent 
A19 Bulb • Soft White, 2,700k  

• Other colour temperatures 

available (1000859450)

$697

TURBO POWER® Windshield 
Washer Fluid (1000146609)

While quantities last.

$197

2-Piece MILWAUKEE®  
M18™ Compact Drill  
and Impact Driver Kit  
• Includes 2 Lithium-Ion 

batteries (1000535182)

$269

Assorted Tropicals • 5" pot 

(1000708151) While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
Home Decorators Collection® Franklin Square 60" Vanity 
with Carrara Marble Top • 60"W x 21-1/2"D x 38-5/8"H 

(1000850839) While quantities last.

$998

Old Dutch® All Purpose 
Concentrated Bleach  
• 3.6L (1000845554)

NOW
$149

2-Pack HONEYWELL Micro 
Defense 4" MERV-8 Filters  
• 16" x 25" (1000706250)

WAS $2.27

$6298

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
MOEN® Hensley™ Bath 
Faucet • Spot Resist® 

Brushed Nickel finish with 

Microban® (1001007891)

Covers 150 sq. ft.
OWENS CORNING™ AttiCat® Expanding 
Blown-In PINK™ FIBERGLAS® Insulation  
• Use to insulate your attic (1000664361)

NOW
$3675 Covers 78.3 sq. ft.

OWENS CORNING™ R-20 
SpaceSaver® PINK™ 
FIBERGLAS® Insulation  
• 15" x 47" x 6" (1000181137)

NOW

56¢

NOW $43.93 per bag/

3 for
$10

WAS $2.79

NOW
$129 WAS 

$149

per bag/WAS $43.24

WAS $51.68

per sq. ft./WAS 66¢

$1997

$168
DELTA® Prelude™ 4.8L 
Chair-Height Elongated 
Toilet (1000772692)

(1000657860)

X �Valid Thursday, January 19 to  
Wednesday, January 25, 2017,  
unless otherwise noted.

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

SAVE OVER 10%

‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of BEHR® Interior Paint or Primer (excludes BEHR® ProX).  
Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in-store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail.  

Selection and price may vary by store. See page 4 for details.1

by ONLINE or mail-in rebate when you purchase

SELECT BEHR® INTERIOR PAINT OR PRIMER
(excludes BEHR® ProX)

MILWAUKEE® M18™ REDLITHIUM™ 
2.0 COMPACT BATTERY PACK  
($99 value)
THIS WEEK ONLY Thursday, January 19  
to Wednesday, January 25, 2017

FREE
‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

‡‡Receive a free MILWAUKEE® M18™ REDLITHIUM™ 2.0 Compact Battery Pack (1000657860) when you purchase a 2-Piece MILWAUKEE® M18™ Compact Drill and  
Impact Driver Kit (1000535182) with in-store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 4 for details.1

NO ADDITIONAL 
TOOLS REQUIRED 
FOR ASSEMBLY

OUR LOW PRICES ON SELECT OWENS CORNING
TM

 
INSULATION ARE NOW EVEN LOWER

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

Private Funds for Any Reason
Private 1st Mortgages

Private 2nd Mortgages

1-877-777-7308 Verico The Mortgage Leaders Inc.
FSCO License # 10238

Private 1st MortgagesPrivate 1st Mortgages
Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Private 2nd MortgagesPrivate 2nd Mortgages

Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Interest only payments
No Income Verification Required

No Credit Check Required
Appraisals not always needed

Rush Closings OK
Pricing for GTA only

Brokers Welcome

CALL TODAY
11297590_2116

 info@themortgageleaders.ca

Up to 65% LTV @ 5.99% = $499.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 6.49% = $540.83
Up to 75% LTV @ 6.99% = $582.50
Up to 80% LTV @ 7.49% = $624.17

Up to 65% LTV @ 8.99% = $749.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 9.99% = $832.50
Up to 75% LTV @ 10.99% = $915.83
Up to 80% LTV @ 11.99% = $999.17

2.69% 
5 Yr Fixed 

2.20% 
5 Yr Variable

Private Mortgages 

from 5.99%

MORTGAGES

1-877-777-7308

Peter Menicucci, Broker 
VERICO � e Mortgage Leaders Inc. 

peter@themortgageleaders.ca 

License # 10238, o.a.c. rates subject to change

JANUARY 7 – 29
The Society of  York Region Artists (SOYRA) celebrates 

its 30th anniversary with a show and sale of  artwork from 55 
artists at the Aurora Cultural Centre from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
daily. A public reception will be held on Saturday, January 
14 from 1- 4 p.m. and will feature the music of  the Aurora 
Winter Blues Band, hot local cider and other refreshments 
provided by Michael-Angelo’s Market Place. In honour of  
Canada’s 150th birthday year, the exhibit will featuring 
artwork with a specifically Canadian theme.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
The Aurora Cultural Centre’s Great Artists Piano Series 

continues tonight with Han Chen from 8 – 10 p.m. Hailed by 
the New York Times as a pianist with “a graceful touch... 
rhythmic precision... hypnotic charm” (2012) and “sure, 
subtle touch,” (2014) Han Chen is a distinctive artist whose 
credentials at a young age already include important prizes 
in competitions of  traditional music as well as increasing 
respect in the avant-garde. Mr. Chen’s debut CD with Naxos 
Records, which consists of  all-Liszt operatic transcriptions, 
was released in January 2016 as the first prize winner of  the 
6th China International Piano Competition. International 
Piano magazine (UK) praised Mr. Chen’s performance in the 
competition, stating that “[Chen] displayed extraordinary 
strength, talent and flair.” Tickets are on sale now ($34 for 
adults, $28 for seniors and students) by calling the Centre at 
905-713-1818. Series sponsored by Norbert and Bonnie Kraft.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24
Are you needing a weekly excuse to get your paints 

out? Would you like to meet other visual artists in the 
community? Open Studio space is now available to makers 
ages 16 and up. Drop by the Aurora Cultural Centre this 
season on Tuesdays between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to work on 
your visual arts projects in the Pine Tree Potters Activity 
Room located on the lower level in the Centre. You’ll have 
table space, use of  table top or floor easels and access to 
water. The creative part is up to you! This is a friendly, non-
facilitated, non-registered drop in program, and is offered at 
no charge. Please bring all of  your own materials, as none 
are provided by the Centre. Bring a lunch and refreshments 
if  you plan to stay for all 5 hours.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
Join the Aurora Historical Society for the launch of  their 

2017 Speaker Series with Geoffrey Reaume and the History 
of  Madness since ancient times. Tickets are $7 each or $5 for 
AHS members. Refreshments served. To reserve your seat 
for the Hillary House event, call 905-727-8991. 7 – 9 p.m.

* * *  *
100 Women Who Care – We are the 100 Women Who 

Care chapter representing Central York Region! Join 
us in supporting local charities to make a difference 
in our community! We meet tonight from 7 – 8 p.m. at 
Made in Mexico (185 Main Street South, Newmarket). 
For details check out www.100womencyr.ca or contact 
100womenwhocarecentralyorkregn@gmail.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Celebrate the start of  Black History Month 

with the York Regional Police today at their Aurora 
headquarters. The Police will host a morning of  
celebration from 10.30 a.m. to 12 noon at 47 Don 
Hillock Drive featuring fellowship, music and 
refreshments. For more information, visit www.yrp.
ca.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
The Aurora Historical Society hosts its Annual General 

Meeting in the Magna Room at the Aurora Public Library 
this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. Featuring guest speaker 
historian Jacqueline Stuart, a Year in Review, Plans for 2017 
and more. 2017 Membership is required to vote. Directors 
and committee members wanted. For more information, 
call Mary Beth Hess at 905-727-8991.

 
To submit your event send details in 100 words or less to 

letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming Events”.

Redmen victorious at home in Silver Stick tournament
By Jake Courtepatte

The Newmarket Redmen hosted 
teams from across North America in 

last weekend’s International Silver Stick 
tournament, managing to win on home 
ice in the Minor Midget A division.

Defeating the Credit Valley Phantoms 

and New Mexico Ice Wolves to reach the 
playdown stage at the Magna Centre, the 
Redmen took down the Boulder Bison 
in the quarterfinals before meeting the 
Phantoms once again in the semis. 

A close 2 – 1 score set up a championship 
match with the New Hamburg Huskies 
at Ray Twinney, winning 4 – 2 as the only 
home team to make their division’s final.

Holding on to a 3 – 0 lead thanks to goals 
from Josh Humphrey, Mitchell Bruce, 
and Shane Mariner, New Hamburg made 
it interesting taking the score to 3 -2 
before Aiden Smith sent the game out of  
reach.

The largest ice hockey tournament 
in the world, Newmarket hosted a total 
of  76 teams across four divisions in the 
three-day event, gaining free entry to the 
tournament as the hosts.

In Minor Bantam A action, the Aurora 
Tigers and the Redmen played to a 1 – 1 
tie in the division’s opening game, while 
the Tigers went on to also tie the Halton 
Hills Thunder and defeat the Casselman 
Embrun Ice Dogs to finish the round 
robin 1-1-2.

Despite a three way tie for first place in 
the division, the Tigers failed to advance 
due to a tiebreaker for most goals 
scored. The Ice Dogs went on to win the 
championship over the Barrie Jr. Colts.

The Minor Bantam AA division saw 
the Ted Reeve Thunder top the Motor 
City Machine 6 – 1. 

Three second period goals gave the 
North York Knights enough breathing 
room for a 5 – 2 win over the Oakville 
Rangers in the Minor PeeWee AA 
division, while the Minor PeeWee A’s 
had the Barrie Colts shut out the Essex 
Ravens by a score of  4 – 0.

In the Minor Atom AA division, it took 
overtime for the Orangeville Flyers to 
score the only goal of  a 1 – 0 game over 
the York Toros, while the Essex Ravens 
came from behind to defeat the Whitby 
Wildcats 3 – 2 in Minor Atom A.

The Minor Bantam A Aurora Tigers and Newmarket Redmen battle it out in the International Silver Stick 
tournament in Newmarket last weekend. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

400 years on, Shakespeare’s themes still resonate 
in Much Ado About Nothing

By Brock Weir

What do you picture when you hear a 
story about individuals returning from 
war either to have to reconnect to a life 
they left behind or being left to rebuild 
their life from scratch?

Do you see soldiers returning 
Canada’s recent mission in 
Afghanistan? Do you picture your 
father or grandfather returning from 
one of  the World Wars grappling with 
experiences never quite expressed?

They are universal themes – and they 
were universal themes when William 
Shakespeare tackled them – albeit in 
a comedy – over 400 years ago in Much 
Ado About Nothing, a classic which 
opens at Theatre Aurora this Thursday, 
January 19. 

To underscore this universality, 
director Shawn Rocheleau has put a 
unique spin on Much Ado, setting in 
the interwar Canada of  the 1920s. 

“We’re sort of  in the middle of  a lot 
of  anniversaries in the time period 
we’re in; we’re talking about the 100th

anniversary of  the First World War, 
last year was the 400th anniversary 
of  Shakespeare’s death, and when 
you read Much Ado, it is very much 
a post-war play,” says Rocheleau, a 
teacher formerly of  Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School, who now teaches 
at Middlefi eld in Markham. “They are 
people who have returned from war 
and they are trying to make a life for 
themselves. 

“I was teaching a lot of  First World 
War stuff  when I was preparing this 
and it seemed like a really natural fi t 
and I think it speaks to the cultural 
heritage of  Aurora and York Region. 
We have a really proud history of  
service and I wanted to honour that as 
much as I could. I don’t want to impose 
values and I don’t want to impose ideas 
and other than a few minor tweaks of  
the texts, it’s Shakespeare’s words. I 
wanted to overlay the period so it might 
be a little more relatable to people who 
are coming to see Shakespeare and 
don’t know what to expect.”

People often debate the relatability of  
Shakespeare’s works, but it is important 
to “dispel the myth” that “Shakespeare 
is hard.” When done right, it can be 
very accessible, he contends

In fact, Mr. Rocheleau says he was 
fi rst bitten by the Shakespeare bug 
in Grade 7. From the outset, he fell in 
love with the language and felt it was 
something that really spoke to him. He 
encountered Shakespeare throughout 
his education, falling in love over and 
over again and when he became a 
teacher, he embraced the Bard.

“It is an uphill battle that has been 
diffi cult, that it is not accessible, and 
it has become my personal mission to 
try and show people that Shakespeare 
is relevant, accessible, fun and all those 
good things,” he says.

As a teacher, a lot of  it is about 

Much Ado About Theatre Aurora’s 
latest play: A review

By Scott Johnston

The themes of  love and treachery 
involving those returning from war 
have no doubt played out countless times 
through the ages.

 Whether set in Sicily in the 1500s, or 
updated slightly to 1920s Canada, the 
stories work just as well.

That’s what we see with Theatre 
Aurora’s take on William Shakespeare’s 
Much Ado About Nothing.

Although faithful to the story, 
characters and wording of  the original 
play, director Shawn Rocheleau has given 
it few minor twists in both geography 
and costume to set the play in Aurora 
following World War 1.

The plot revolves around the 
interactions of  some men recently 
returned from war and the family they 
are staying with temporarily.

Young soldier Claudio and family 
daughter Hero quickly fall in love, but 
have a few obstacles to overcome.

Benedick and Beatrice are already in 
love, but don’t realize it yet, as they are 
too busy verbally sparring with each 
other.

Throw in some other players with 

their own agendas, a bit of  treachery 
and revenge, some mistaken identity, and 
despite these challenges, as with all good 
comedies, true love will win the day.

With 18 cast members, and a story 
with a few twists and turns spoken in 
Elizabethan dialogue it may sound like 
it’s hard to follow, especially if  one isn’t 
familiar with the play. However, it’s easy 
to keep up once things get going.

All of  the performers do excellent 
jobs with their characters, and use their 
expressions, reactions and mannerisms 
to good effect to help supplement the 
more challenging dialog.

The set itself  is simple and effective, 
and there is a wide variety of  costume 
changes, which also helps establish the 
different scenes.

It’s been a while since Theatre Aurora 
has tackled Shakespeare, and the local 
setting is a nice twist on one of  the 
world’s best known comedies. It makes 
for an enjoyable night out.

Evening performances of  “Much Ado 
About Nothing” continue at Theatre 
Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, January 
19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28, with a matinee 
on January 22.   Tickets are available 
through the box offi ce at 905-727-3669.

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Learn to ride or improve your skills

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

WINTER RIDING LESSONS

Come 
for the 

horses...   
stay for 
the fun! 

Large indoor arena with heated lounge and Wi-Fi for your comfort

Learn to ride or improve your skills
WINTER

Ridgewood 
Farm For January and February. 

All new customers receive 

25% OFF 

for us 400 years on from Shakespeare 
and 100 years on from the First World 
War to make value judgements. I would 
rather present them as, ‘Okay, these are 
some issues this play has and this is 
how we’re interpreting it, and what do 
you think?’ If  people are leaving with 
conversations after also having fun, 
that is a bonus. 

“The reason we do these things now 
400 years on is they still resonate.”

Much Ado About Nothing runs at 
Theatre Aurora on select dates and 
times through January 28. For a full 
schedule and ticket information, visit 
www.theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-
3669.

Much Ado, which has a theme of mistaken identity, 
boasts a cast of 18. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

From page 13

to claim the international title.
“This group of  boys really has an 

amazing chemistry on and off  the ice 
that, I think, has been a factor in their 
success,” said team manager Judy 
Coultes-MacLeod. “We had a few new 
players this year that have fi t right in 
and gelled with the others. The team 
usually works hard for (head coach) 
Stewart and the rest of  the staff  
who really know how to motivate the 
boys to play hard and have fun at the 
same time. All keys to the success 
of  the team –  a great group of  boys 
and coaches that really enjoy being 
together, working together and 
playing together.”

Coaches Stewart Ritchie, 
Keith Scott, John Spicer, and Ron 
Cocking expressed their pride in 
the “discipline, determination, and 
comradery” in the team.

The Silver Stick is just the start of  
an exciting postseason for the Tigers, 
who fi nished second in York-Simcoe 
standings with a regular season 
record of  25-4-1. They will take on the 
Orillia Terriers in the fi rst round of  
the OMHA playoffs beginning next 
week.

Team has amazing 
chemistry: 
manager

demystifying the language and allowing 
the reader to fi nd their own message in 
the work. 

As a director, his primary aim is for 
the audience to enjoy it. 

“There are people who will come 
to see this play and they will like 
Shakespeare already, and I want to 
make sure the production is something 
valuable for them, that we have done 
a good, solid production and that 
they enjoyed it and had fun,” he says. 
“I want people who come to Theatre 
Aurora with a friend, or because they 
wanted to try something new, to leave 
realising this is something they could 
possibly get into. I want to make sure 
people fi rst and foremost are enjoying 
themselves and enjoying the play. I 
don’t think doing Shakespeare is an 
academic exercise; I think Shakespeare 
is art and we need to give them as good a 
performance as we can if  we are doing 
something contemporary.”

Centred on common themes of  
mistaken identity, love, and even a 
dash of  politics, in some respects 
Much Ado About Nothing is very much 
contemporary, but in other instances 
it is very much a product of  its time. 
Hero, one of  the female characters, for 
instance often gets a rough treatment 
because of  her gender, the norm for 
Elizabethan times. This, says the 
director, might be counterintuitive for 
the age of  Elizabeth I, arguably one 
of  our most successful and infl uential 
monarchs, but that was the reality of  
the age; women did not have agency.

“In Canada in the 1920s, women had 
had the opportunity to suddenly have 
these more prominent roles and take 
on the leadership of  traditionally male 
roles, so you have these people who are 
trying to struggle with the men who  have 
come home, where do I fi t into this?” he 
says. “I certainly don’t want to impose a 
value judgement because it is very easy 
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Tel:  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 6 4 0 1
www. nyhp. on. ca

8  I ndustrial P kwy.  S .
Aurora,  O ntario

We sell 
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Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps
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Comfort Found.Comfort Found.
• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

• New Furnace *DM97MC
• Modulating, Variable Speed
• Up to 98% afue efficiency
• Super Quiet Operation
• Comfort NetTM Communication
• 12 Years Parts &
   L   Labour Warranty

*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)
*$400 Daikin Instant Rebate with Comfort Net Thermostat

$250 OPA (Ontario Power Authority Rebate)

COMFORT FOR LIFE|
Over 180 Years of  Combined Experience and Excellence!

call 905.727.4258
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora | www.tholiver.com
*Daikin Instant Rebate taken off  of  invoice at time of  purchase. Daikin Rebate amount shown for furnace model DM97MC,

other rebate amounts available on similar models, call for details. OPA Rebate mailed back to purchaser directly on
qualifying furnaces. Call for complete details.

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3695

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

of  Madness” to the Aurora Historical 
Society next Wednesday, January 25, 
kicking off  the Society’s annual Speakers 
Series. 

A professor whose acclaimed 
dissertation charted the lives of  
psychiatric patients at the Toronto 
Hospital for the Criminally Insane, 
later published as “Remembrance of  
Patients Past,” Dr. Reume spent a good 
portion of  his tumultuous early years 
as a psychiatric patient at various times 
between the ages of  14 and 16, and 
spending several years as an outpatient. 

Fortunate in having a very supportive 
family network when in his fi ght for 
mental health, he found generally 
accepted histories of  the patient 
experience were not refl ective of  what he 
heard from his fellow patients and often 
observed with his own eyes. 

Delving deeper in the matter, he set out 
to correct the record, focusing on the day 
to day lives of  individuals from the past 
who lived within the walls of  various 
psychiatric facilities. 

“I wanted to address what I thought 
was a big problem in history books 
[where] people were described as 
‘mad’ or ‘mentally ill’ and they were 
almost disembodied – they didn’t have 
any relationship, except quarrelsome 
and violent, an d I knew from my own 
experiences that that just wasn’t the 
case,” he says. “People had diffi cult times, 
and you wouldn’t be there unless you 
were having a diffi cult time, but it is not 
like we didn’t have friendships and that. 
It upset me when I saw what I felt were 
stereotypes about mad people in history, 
so I started researching and fi nding out 
more.”

A few historians he found along the 

way did seriously consider the personal 
accounts of  people who “experienced 
madness” but these were few and far 
between. His approach was to look at 
what the patients themselves had said 
throughout history and illustrate how 
they related to one another. 

“People who had been confi ned and 
became friends with other patients, and 
people who worked [there] for many years 
had been forgotten and had just been left 
onto the side,” he says, illustrating his 
point with a man called Winston who 
was a patient at Queen Street in Toronto 
from 1877 until his death in 1934. 

“He had many friends among the 
patients, and also did a great deal of  
work at the hospital. He made a wooden 
car there in 1912 and drove it through the 
grounds at a time when cars were pretty 
unusual, and he did a lot of  landscaping. 
The point is he did a lot of  things that 
supposedly ‘mad’ people don’t do. You’re 
incapable of  behaving in a way that is not 
considered to have any productive value, 
yet he clearly showed how much he was 
able to contribute to the community he 
lived in.”

That is something he often observed, 
he says, in St. Thomas where a lot of  the 
people worked within the institution. 

When he illustrates this story, Dr. 
Reaume says it often strikes a chord with 
people as he brings individuals to life 
going far behind the simplistic label of  
“mad.”

“Among the responses people have is 
the understanding of  these individuals 
as people rather than diagnostic labels,” 
he says. “Anyone can be experiencing 
a mental health disability or madness 
at any time, and indeed some people 
come up to me after and talk about their 
own experiences, either themselves as 

having been or currently are patients, or 
have family members or friends. Some 
people who have volunteered their own 
experiences a number of  times. 

“I fi nd it rewarding just letting people 
know this history and engaging in 
discussions with people, realising there 
was this long, long history of  people who 
have experience with madness who we 
can identify with and understand that 
it is a history that belongs to everyone. 
It is not just a history of  people with 
diagnostic labels, but a history of  the 
contributions of  people who have 
expeirneced madness have made in 
society, whether they are very well done 
– a classic example is Vincent Van Gogh 
– but I try to take a much more local 
example of  people who aren’t famous but 
contributed in their own way.”

The Aurora Historical Society 
presents Geoffrey Reaume: History of  
Madness Since Ancient Times next 
Wednesday, January 25, from 7 – 9 p.m. 
at Hillary House National Historic Site. 
Tickets are $7 per person or $5 for Society 
members. For more information, visit 
www.aurorahs.com or call 905-727-8991.

Historian weaves evolution of mental illness while dispelling myths
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   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

MORTGAGE/FINANCE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service
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CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

MEDIATION SERVICES

HVAC

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

1st, 2nd, Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO ...WE SAY YES!!!
NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

416.992.5104
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 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

Increases Confidence
 & Self-Esteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances Self-Discipline

Great Exercise and
Fun for the Entire Family

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS

Enhances Self-Discipline
Great Exercise and

Fun for the Entire Family

Increases Confidence
& Self-Esteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances Self Discipline

905-726-8886

                                             TM
Try Our

                      for Only   $19.95            
                                

www.northernkarate.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

MORTGAGE

Private Funds 
for Any Reason!

2.29% 5-Year Fixed 
2.05% 5-Year Variable

Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 
with today’s highest effi ciency models

up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home
• Finish basement with 20K
• Deck from $20 per square foot.

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

 
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning Services 

Vicky Roblin 
Tel: 905-967-0445
Cell: 647-333-7397
www.spar-clean.caSince 1996

Spar-Clean Inc.

AURORA CLEANING SERVICES

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• OFFICES

416-319-9683

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

AURORA MEDIATION SERVICES

Ron Sciulli, B.A., M., Ed AccFM   Accredited Mediator   
Cell: 416-508-3677  Email: ronscilli@rogers.com 

Family Mediation • Separation and Divorce  • Child Support, 
Child Custody, Access, Parenting Plan, Mobility. 

Don’t Litigate. Mediate. 
F ree Co n s u lt at io n

Member of the Ontario Association for Family Mediation (OAFM)
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CONCRETE ROOF-
ING TILES for sale. 
Repairs available. 
Text/Call 519-217-
7777.  

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

Carrier Delivery! 

Kids...looking to make some Extra Money?
 

CARRIERS 
WANTED
(SENIORS WELCOME) 

to deliver 
The Auroran newspaper 

every Thursday.
 Earn money while getting exercise. 

Contact Cephise 
416-505-2770

R E G I S T E R E D 
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have 
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift 
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at 
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat processing facility from Arthur immediately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail Butchers with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  direct hands on experience 
in meat cutting and processing. Duties include cutting and sectioning of  meat, skinning and 
removing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chickens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and 
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
LOOKING for experienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site supervisor for the 
York Region area. Please email 
resume to: stepheno@intercity
realty.com fax: 905-597-0493   offi ce: 905-
597-0227.

SERVICES

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how! 
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

FOR SALE

SHEEPSKIN COAT –  Danier  100%sheep-
skin coat. Perfect condition. Only worn 
twice. $350 or best offer. For more informa-
tion and to view – 905-727-6497.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
BOLTON OPPORTUNITIES:
• Shipping Manager… $60K
• Factory Machine Operators  
(10 spots)…… $15.00 / hr  
Rotating shift

• Health & Safety Coordinator
• Territory Energy Audits and Sales
• General Factory / Warehouse 
Workers… $15.00 / hr. 

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

PROOF              SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 issue of �e Auroran Community Newspaper 
�e Auroran is published weekly every �ursday.

�e deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 
Classi�ed deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 

Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 
�e Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received a�er Friday at 4 p.m.

�ank you for your co-operation. 
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300, Fax: 9045-727-2620 or email correspondence.
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***BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY*** 

Requires Part Time & Full Time 
Residential Cleaners.

Learn With Us
Work With Us
Earn With Us
Grow With Us

Call 905-713 3651
www.brightenyourday.ca

Requires Part Time & Full Time 

HOME CLEANING 
SERVICES

C R E A T I V E 
COLOUR FASH-
IONS looking for 
mature part time 
sales person. Email: 
c r e a t i v e c o l o u r s
aurora@yahoo.ca. 

process. 
“Communications staff  has identifi ed 

an innovative approach to community 
engagement that utilizes an online 
platform to identify issues, generate 
solutions, share information, and create 
consensus. Utilizing a platform called 
PlaceSpeak, residents can verify their 
location and, using a geographic-based 
interface, drop pins on the map to identify 
areas of  concern [such as a stop sign 
needed at a particular location]. Other 
residents can then add their comments 
of  support, disagreement or add ideas 
to create solutions to the problem. The 
platform will allow staff  to respond 
to questions, share reports and best 
practices, Council reports and other 
resources.”

Polls can also be put in place to measure 
the level of  concern over issues raised and 
support for possible solutions. 

This web-based interactive tool from 
PlaceSpeak, which comes at a cost of  up 
to $26,000, will be a “fi rst of  its kind” in the 
municipal sector, they note, but its success 
depends on community engagement. If  
it does indeed prove to be successful, the 
report notes this could become a norm 
on planning and development issues, 
public notices, and other areas of  public 
concern.

“Traditional approaches to community 
engagement around traffi c issues present 
some challenges,” say Ms. Mackenzie-
Smith and Mr. Simanovskis. “Solutions, 
frequently driven by a single or small 
cluster of  complaints, can sometimes 
lead to costly implementations that 
occasionally cause other unforeseen 
traffi c issues and dissatisfaction with 
residents who were not engaged in the 
decision-making process. Often, residents 
have the answers to traffi c problems 
as they know their communities best. 
They witness the daily traffi c fl ows 
and challenges presented by existing 
infrastructure and traffi c management 

strategies. 
“[This tool] offers the opportunity 

for the community to take a proactive 
approach to traffi c safety and provides 
an alternative to the reactive approach 
traditional models offer. Residents will 
have the opportunity to quickly and easily 
add their voice to the consultation process 
and ensure that their voices are heard by 
others in the community and by decision-
makers. By making it easier for more 
people to add their comments, there is a 
reduced risk of  making decisions based 
on a small but vocal minority. In addition, 
even if  the ultimate outcome is not what a 
resident wants, they may be more likely to 
feel that the process was fair.”

Over the course of  the last year, many 
traffi c situations cropped up at Council 
– both mentioned at the table by Council 
members themselves or raised at the 
podium by residents at large – including 
a since-fi zzled proposal from Mayor Geoff  
Dawe to limit traffi c on Yonge Street to 
one lane in each direction to allow for 
further on-street parking, proposals from 
Councillor Tom Mrakas for one-way 
streets in the Town’s historic southeast 
quadrant, resident-driven speed cushions 
installed on four busy streets, and the 
restriction of  parking in the downtown 
core to combat GO commuters.

The latter had the unintended 
consequences of  wreaking havoc on an 
area medical centre, which left some 
Councillors criticizing the process 
for being quick to react and not fully 
considerate of  its full impact.

Should Council members approve 
the proposal at the Committee level on 
January 24 and ratify their decision 
the following Tuesday, a soft roll-out of  
the web-based “Traffi c and Pedestrian 
Solution” could begin as early as February 
with public open houses to formally 
present the app – and how it might have 
been used up to that point – set for April. 
A formal launch period is eyed for May to 
December. 905.841.0916

sales@promotionalmarketing.ca
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many overweight pre-teen boys struggling with their sexuality have to deal with, but 
Mr. Francis says it was used to show Peter in confl ict with his body.

Soon after it was published, Mr. Francis says he was “mortifi ed” when his hairdresser 
gave the book to her own child, then in Grade 7. He didn’t intend to write a book for the 
young adult market, but he realised young people would come to identify with the story. 
This was only heightened fi ve years later when Fruit was selected as one of  the books 
in Canada Reads 2009. 

It helped him reach a much wider audience and the publication of  Natural Order 
has only furthered that progression. 

“I think Natural Order was more satisfying from a creative standpoint because it 
was more built from scratch. It wasn’t that Fruit was easy to write, but it was pulling 
more from my own experience, whereas Natural Order felt more rewarding because I 
was creating Joyce, a character I was not in synch with in any strong way. 

“It was challenging for me to create the character knowing she wouldn’t have been 
too  responsive or responding to me at certain points in her life, but to create a character 
that was empathetic at the same time that I could feel for her and understand her, not 
that she was the enemy but she would have tried to hold me back as opposed to setting 
me free and I needed to come to terms with that character in my head.

“Success as a writer is pushing yourself  into new areas. For me, success is whether 
I tried something new. Did I take a chance with this book? Sometimes that fear is what 
brings out your best writing. But, you have to be able to jump off  that cliff  and take a 
chance to say I don’t know where I’m going with this, but let’s take that leap and hope 
for the best.”

For more information on how you can take that leap into Natural Order and the year 
of  community dialogue set to spring from it, visit www.onebookoneaurora.com. 

Become part of the conversation
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Celebrating 7 years  
of peace of mind. 

Conditions may apply.

200 John West Way, Aurora
289-648-4099

Make us part of your story.

Since Carmel moved into her Chartwell residence, daughter Cathy  
admits her mom is so busy with social events that it’s sometimes difficult 
to get her on the phone! Instead of managing errands and worrying 
about household responsibilities, the two now spend more quality time 
together. You too can experience the peace of mind that comes with 
living in an engaging community.

CHARTWELL.COM

Advertorial

It’s no surprise that people who exercise regularly tend to be 
in better health than those who don’t, with many studies 
demonstrating just how beneficial physical activity can be—
especially for seniors. Given the vital role that physical activity 
plays in the health of seniors, it’s clear how important it is for 
older adults to stay active in their later years, as it could mean 
their prolonged good health and independence. Yet, accord-
ing to Employment and Social Development Canada, levels of 
physical activity gradually decrease with age, with only 44% of 
adults aged 65+ considered even moderately active in Canada. 

There may be many reasons why seniors do not exercise regu-
larly, challenges with health and mobility ranking high on that 
list; however, it’s never too late for seniors to participate in 
regular exercise, even if it’s from the comfort of a chair. One 
lifestyle change that studies show often prompt seniors to 
begin exercising again is a move to retirement living. 

As Laura Forsyth, Director of Life Enrichment at Chartwell 
Retirement Residences, explains, organized classes offered 
by retirement communities provide seniors with a convenient 

way to exercise. “We support residents with their fitness goals 
by providing active living programming that is not only deliv-
ered in a relaxed and supportive atmosphere, but tailored to 
their abilities and preferences,” she says, “When new resi-
dents realize how easy and fun it is to get in their daily physical 
activity, they’re more inclined to participate.” 

According to a study conducted by the University of Missouri, 
seniors living in retirement residences who reported more 
exercise experienced less physical decline than their peers 
who reported less exercise, demonstrating just how benefi-
cial retirement living programming can be for a senior’s 
overall well-being.

At Chartwell Hollandview Trail, we believe that active living 
is a critical component of healthy aging. We make it easy for 
residents to remain physically active and socially engaged so 
they can enjoy happier, healthier and more vibrant lifestyles. 
Our residence offers a number of active living programs—
including co-ed classes, men’s classes, yoga, aqua-fit in our 
heated salt water pool and personalized fitness programs 
using our state of the art senior friendly fitness center. You 
can also take part in a walking or urban pole walking club 
and several other recreational activities.

If you’d like to learn more about our engaging life enrichment 
programming, visit us at chartwell.com.

ACTIVE LIVING AT HOLLANDVIEW 
TRAIL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

“When new residents realize how 

easy and fun it is to get in their 

daily physical activity, they’re 
more inclined to participate.”


