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From Aurora – and Canada – with love
By Brock Weir

Christmas can be a lonely time 
for Canada’s servicemen and women 
posted overseas and in remote parts of  
the country but, thanks to your efforts, 
the holidays will be a little less so for 
hundreds of  our finest stationed around 
the globe.

What started in early November as a 
grassroots community movement led 
by Aurora’s Dianne Harrison with a 
goal of  collecting 2,000 cards for soldiers 
overseas exploded into a drive which 
ultimately collected 6,002 Christmas 
greetings from not only across Aurora, 

King and Newmarket, but the entire 
GTHA, and even as far away as Calgary.

“There is so much going on in the world 
right now,” says Ms. Harrison on why the 
simple call for cards and letters struck 
such a chord far beyond our community. 
“Students too are more aware of  what 
is happening in the world now, too. 
They see TV, read the newspapers, and 
I think they are becoming a lot more 
compassionate. When I went out the 
week of  Remembrance Day to a lot of  
the schools with Christmas cards, the 
students would put up their hands and 
tell me their grandfather was a World 
War Two vet, or someone they know is 

a soldier right now. I think there is a lot 
more love and compassion around there. 
People are just tired of  awful things on 
the news and they wanted to do some 
good.

“People might think it is such a small 
gesture, but it is not.”

To underscore her point, Ms. Harrison 
cites a letter that was sent out in an 
earlier iteration of  this project, which 
was received and opened by a Canadian 
soldier just hours before he was killed in 
action, a story relayed to the project by 
one of  his comrades.

“What did it do for that man to know 

Continued on page  3

Bayview high school  
at least a decade away

By Brock Weir

A new high school on Bayview 
Avenue to address the needs of  
Aurora’s fastest-growing community 
might not be on the York Region 
District School Board’s horizon for 
the next 10 years, parents and Council 
learned last week.

Council hosted a workshop meeting 
last Wednesday bringing together 
officials from the School Board 
(YRDSB) and concerned parents 
who have been leading a grassroots 
campaign to spur development on 
Board-owned lands on Bayview at 
Borealis Avenue. 
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Wishing you a 

Merry Christmas 

Happy New Year 
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& 

Letter-writing project collects over 6,000 Christmas cards for soldiers

Aurora’s Dianne Harrison prepares to load one of dozens of seasonally-wrapped boxes of Christmas Cards into a Canada Post van to whisk them off to Canadian 
Forces bases and on to servicemen and servicewomen stationed overseas. (Inset) Ms. Harrison hugs Canada Post’s Tony Aguair after a last-minute hiccup with 
the postal carrier was resolved with help from a local MP.                  Auroran photos by Brock Weir

YOU’RE A MEAN ONE, MR. GRINCH! – Nolan embraces his inner Grinch at the Au-
rora Cultural Centre this month at A Fred Penner Family Christmas. The Cultural Centre’s holiday ex-
travaganza was a sell-out this year. For more on this, and a round-up of Santa’s other activities around 
Aurora ahead of his big night this weekend, please see Page 9. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Wednesday, January 4 4 p.m. Leksand Room Accessibility Advisory Committee
   CANCELLED

There are no scheduled meetings until January 2017. Please refer to the January 3, 2017 edition of the notice board for a 
list of new dates.

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream 

Toys for Tickets Holiday Campaign Wraps Up

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Town of Aurora’s 
Toys for Tickets program. 

Toys for Tickets invited those who received a parking ticket in 
Aurora from November 15 to December 1, for selected parking 
infractions, to donate a toy in lieu of paying their parking fine.

As a result of this year’s program, the Town of Aurora received 
more than 60 new, unwrapped toys. All toys have been donated 
to the Aurora Lions Club Toy Drive, which directly supports 
children from our community who are in need this holiday season. 

For more information about the Toys for Tickets program, please 
contact the Town of Aurora’s Bylaw Services division at 905-727-
3123, ext. 4245.

Winter Overnight Parking 2016/2017

Our winter overnight parking pilot program will allow for parking on 
residential streets overnight, provided the Town has not called a snow 
event. For more information about this program visit aurora.ca/snow 
or call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375.

PUBLIC NOTICES WHAT’S HAPPENING
Recreation Program Credits

In August 2016, the Town of Aurora’s Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Department updated the Town’s recreation 
program registration system. 

If you have a credit on your account from a previous program or 
rental, please contact us at 905-726-4770 or rleisure@aurora.ca 
to confirm your credit and to make refund arrangements.

Please note, credits must be claimed by Thursday, December 22, 
2016. After this date, credits with a transaction date on or before 
December 31, 2014 will no longer be valid or refundable.

HOLIDAY HOURS

AURORA TOWN HALL • 100 John West Way
Aurora Town Hall will be CLOSED from Monday, December 26 to Friday, December 30. 
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on Monday, January 2, 2017.

Water or tax bill payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. 
Please do not place cash payments in the box and remember to include your payment stub along with your 
payment. Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online banking 
service. Parking tickets can be paid online at paytickets.ca.

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
Aurora Public Library’s holiday hours are:

Saturday, December 24  9:30 a.m. 12 p.m.
Sunday, December 25 CLOSED
Monday, December 26 CLOSED
Saturday, December 31 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Regular business hours will resume on Monday, January 2, 2017. For more information, please visit 
aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION
Residential waste collection is NOT AFFECTED by the holiday season. 

Christmas tree collection takes place from Tuesday, January 10 to Friday, January 13. 

For more information on waste collection in Aurora, please consult your Waste Management Guide
and Recycling Calendar.

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex will be operating with MODIFIED HOURS. For a full list of hours of operation and program 
opportunities including fi tness classes, pool, gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours, please visit 
aurora.ca/holidayrecreation. 

Aurora Seniors’ Centre will be operating with MODIFIED HOURS. The Centre will be CLOSED on 
Monday, December 26, Tuesday, December 27 and Friday, December 30. For full details, please 
visit auroraseniors.ca.

For Town-related emergency situations such as fl ooding, watermain breaks or downed trees, 
please call 905-727-1375. FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, DIAL 9-1-1.

EMERGENCY SERVICES

The Joint Operations Centre will be CLOSED from Monday, December 26 to Friday, December 30. 
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on Monday, January 2, 2017.

JOINT OPERATIONS CENTRE • 229 Industrial Parkway North

905-727-1375 • info@aurora.ca
aurora.ca

Stay connected

Holiday Recreation Events 

Winterfest Camp
Join us for seven days of fun at our Winterfest Camp. Camp activities include: skating, sports, 
outdoor play, crafts and more. Check out our Winter 2017 Program Guide for details. 

Pre-registration is required.  Visit aurora.ca/recguide for details.

Holiday Recreation
This holiday season try out the variety of activities at the Town’s recreation facilities such as 
skating, swimming, fitness classes, rock climbing and scheduled sports.

For more information, please visit aurora.ca/holidayrecreation.

Municipal Tree Pruning

The Town of Aurora will be pruning municipal trees on the following streets from November 
2016 to January 2017:

For more information, please contact the Town’s Parks Division at 905-727-3123,  
ext. 3233.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Toys collected from the Town of Aurora’s Toys for Tickets Campaign 
which were donated to the Aurora Lions Club.

Status on Town Outdoor Ice Rinks

The Parks Division has started outdoor ice rink flooding at Town Park 
(Wells and Mosley Streets) and Ada Johnson Park (Conover Avenue 
and Hartwell Way). Pending weather conditions, we hope to have the 
rinks up and running before Sunday, December 25. 

Please note that all rinks are unsupervised and are for shared use 
hockey and pleasure skating. We remind users to wear appropriate 
safety equipment and follow rink rules while respecting other patrons. 
Please continue to check aurora.ca for status updates on the rinks.

Register for Winter 2017 Recreation & Aquatics 
Programs

Registrations are now open for winter programs, activities and 
aquatics. Please check out the Winter 2017 Program Guide for details 
at aurora.ca/recguide.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

• Bonny Meadows Drive
• Buttonwood Trail
• Carlyle Crescent
• Catherine Avenue
• Chiswick Crescent
• Closs Square

• Corner Ridge Road
• Cossar Avenue
• Devins Drive
• Devlin Place
• McClenny Drive
• McNally Way

• Murray Drive
• Tree Grove Circle
• Walton Drive
• Willis Drive

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis
Visit Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until 
February 20, 2017 and enjoy the beautifully lit trees and festive 
atmosphere. Aurora Town Park is located at 49 Wells Street. 
For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit aurora.ca

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

C=100 M=78 Y=0 K=54

C=100 M=10 Y=0 K=10

physiotherapy clinic
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | aurora.ca/publicnotices

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SEEKING CITIZEN MEMBERS 
GOVERNANCE REVIEW AD HOC COMMITTEE   
 
Aurora Town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member  
of the Governance Review Ad Hoc Committee.

A Governance Review Ad Hoc Committee has been established to make recommendations to Council 
regarding issues including Council compensation, Council composition and structure, governance, and 
election provisions. Currently, three (3) to five (5) citizen members are required for this Committee. 
In making its citizen appointments, Council will give preference to applicants who have experience 
participating on Boards or Committees, demonstrated expertise in governance, municipal expertise, 
and/or legal expertise in municipal or ethical issues.

What is the application process?

Appointment to advisory committees is open to all residents of Aurora, owners of land within the 
municipality or a tenant of land in Aurora. Applications must be submitted to the Town on the 
approved application form. Application forms and additional information can be obtained at Aurora 
Town Hall, the Aurora Public Library or by visiting the Town’s website at aurora.ca/committees.

Applications must be addressed to the Town Clerk and submitted by email to townclerk@aurora.ca, 
by fax to 905-726-4732 or mailed or hand-delivered to 100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000, Aurora, 
ON L4G 6J1. Applications must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2017.

For additional information, please visit aurora.ca/committees or call 905-727-3123, ext. 4224.

Wednesday’s meeting was attended 
by Aurora-King’s public school trustee 
Peter Adams Luchowski, as well as Dawn 
Adams, Senior Manager of  School and 
System Operations for the YRDSB.

Their criteria on what it would take 
the Board to consider making a business 
case for a new school, however, left many 
parents – and indeed Council members – 
puzzled.

“The Board submits applications to the 
Ministry of  Education on a case by case 
basis,” said Ms. Adams, noting today is a 
very different climate from 2007 when the 
Ministry and Board had funding ready 
to replace Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School with a new high school in Aurora’s 
northeast, a proposal which promoted a 
furious backlash from the community 
and opposition from the Council of  the 
day.

“We need to prepare a business case, 
we need to focus on the long-term needs 
of  pupil accommodation, and we need to 
include data of  all surrounding schools 
[including] their enrollment projections, 
their utilization, and existing use and 
future portables.”

And therein lies the problem. 
Successful businesses cases, Ms. Adams 
said, involve existing schools operating at 
149 per cent capacity. In Aurora’s case, the 
combined student body of  both Williams 
and Aurora High School would only 
amount to an 87 per cent utilization rate. 

“We have met with parents who 
reside in the Bayview Northeast area 
to share this same information,” Ms. 
Adams told Council, noting the Board’s 
plan to implement an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) program into Williams 
could help improve the school’s student 
numbers.

Despite population statistics 
forecasting a boom in northeast Aurora 
due to current and future planned 
development, Ms. Adams says the 
Ministry of  Education wants potential 
students for any new high school already 
in place before formal plans.

“They look to make sure that the 
schools they are building are for students 
in existence,” she said.

As this process typically takes five 
years from start to finish, Councillors 
questioned the logic of  this. 

“From what you said, the students 
have to be in place, but the school will 
have been built once those students are 
gone,” said Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 
“If  there are enough students in place 
to build the school, maybe there won’t 
be enough students following them to 
populate the school. To me, it just doesn’t 
make any sense.”

Councillor Gaertner was not alone. 
Referencing the 2007 opposition to 

moving Williams to Bayview Avenue and 
the YRDSB subsequently backing down 
from their plans, Councillor John Abel 
said the community is “suffering” from 
that reversal. 

“We are trying to correct that,” he 
said. “When I look at the Ministry of  
Education, they talk about wellbeing and 
wellbeing is about the students, not about 
what the Board has done and how they 
are going to fix that. We’re talking about 
our community and our children. I think 
it is important. Common sense just tells 
you [to have one school] on one side and 
one on the other [so everyone] can walk. 
You’re telling us why that can’t be done 
and I think it is the wrong approach.”

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Harold Kim, who read off  the 
Board’s list of  their own responsibilities, 
which leads with the promotion of  
student achievement and wellbeing, 
and closes with “practicing responsible 
stewardship of  Board resources.”

“Although it might not be in the order 
of  importance, it doesn’t surprise me that 
if  you were a Board of  Education, the 
education and wellbeing of  students is 
critical, but what I heard tonight so far is 
the business case seems to reign supreme. 
The value of  an education and the value 
of  several thousand high school students 
going into the workforce, preparing 
for university and other careers [can] 

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • aurora.ca/publicnotices • 905-727-1375

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC WORKS
The public works described below are accepted by the Town of Aurora.

SUBDIVISION OWNER:   2164437 Ontario Inc. (Chateaus on Bayview) 

DATE OF ACCEPTANCE:  November 17, 2016

APPLICABLE BY-LAW NUMBER: 5924-16

DESCRIPTION:   All services referred to in Section 3.01 of the Subdivision Agreement  
    between 2164437 Ontario Inc. and The Corporation of The Town of  
    Aurora for Registered Plan 65M-4292. Description of streets in which  
    public works accepted are located as per registered plan 65M-4292: 
    Rickard Street, Plan 65M-4292 
    Vines Place, Plan 65M-4292

 

For more information, please contact 905-727-1375.

Planning for new high schools does not consider future growth: Board
produce 1,000 times more than what we 
put in. I would submit the business case, 
as important as it is, might be overrated 
in this case. 

“It’s a flawed system where you’re 
just waiting for people to come. If  you’re 
a shop owner, it is hard to entice people 
to buy something when your shelves are 
only two items full. I would submit that 
if  you build a school on Bayview and it is 
full, and I have no doubt it will be, it would 
increase the business case and increase 
the educational standards.”

This having to wait for the students 
to be in place before talks begin was a 
common bone of  contention throughout 
the evening. Councillor Michael 
Thompson, for instance, said he wanted 
firm numbers on when the threshold of  
Aurora’s existing public high schools 
reaching capacity might be met. 

Ms. Adams said with the introduction 
of  Williams’ IB program, they hope the 
school will reach 100 per cent capacity 
within seven years, but parents need 

to do their part too. Many east Aurora 
students are now choosing St. Max over 
Williams and this is having an impact on 
the numbers. 

“We need students to go to our schools,” 
she said. “We are losing a lot of  kids from 
our feeder schools [to] the Catholic board 
or other schools. If  those trends do not 
change and IB is successful, I see both 
schools being full and viable, but I do not 
see a need yet. We have to see a change. 
People ask what they can do to have a 
school and it is attend a public school. We 
need to have the students.

“No one is disputing we would like 
a school on Bayview. No one disputes 
back in 2007 that planners and the Board 
suggested that the population was shifting 
to the northeast area. It was a highly 
emotional time for the Councillors, the 
Mayor, and we were lobbied, we were 
lobbied by the community. You can’t go 
back and change that decision. It is what 
it is. We can’t, as a Board, raise money to 
raise a new school.” 

By Brock Weir

The residents of  the condominium 
at Civic Square Gate came together this 
month to support the Aurora Food Pantry. 

Led by Lynette Pirie, the neighbours 
banded together to support the local 
food bank with both a food drive and a 
fundraising bake sale. 

Representatives from the Aurora Food 
Pantry came to collect the donations on 
Saturday. 

The Food Pantry also responded 
to comments in last week’s edition of  
Brock’s Banter, which looked at a recent 
editorial from PostMedia, suggesting the 
time for food donations to food banks had 
passed and a better use of  time and dollars 
would be gift card donations. 

Responding to the editorial, the 
Food Pantry said people are likely to be 
reluctant to “write a cheque for one jar 
of  peanut butter but might well pick up 
an extra jar and throw it into the Food 

Pantry Box. Multiply that random act of  
kindness by many people and your shelf  
may be filled. 

“The physical activity involved 
with selecting an item and putting it 
in the donations box involves a level of  
engagement that an e-transfer may not. 
Collecting and dropping off  food involves 
a teachable moment for all involved, for 
children may inculcate a giving mentality 
that will last a lifetime.

“[Aurora is] a relatively affluent 
community, hunger is often hidden and 
being made aware of  the problem is 
the first step towards a solution. That 
being said, we love receiving monetary 
donations that do allow us to stretch each 
dollar and to purchase those items that are 
in short supply. Until hunger is no longer 
an issue in our community, the generosity 
of  individuals giving as they can afford 
and see fit, whether in food products or 
cash, is valued by the food pantry and the 
recipients.”

Condos support Food Pantry

This is our final issue of 2016! We here at The Auroran wish you a very Happy Holiday and a safe and  
prosperous New Year. We will see you back here on the week of January 5. Merry Christmas! 

Residents of Civic Square Gate pooled their festive cheer for food drives and bake sales to benefit 
the Aurora Food Pantry. Pictured here making their donation to Aundrea Laroque of the Aurora Food 
Pantry are Lynette, Karen, Lorraine, Lori and Diane.                                         Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

A story for Christmas:  
God’s Wife 

Machell’s Corners

Seek and ye shall find

In New York City, on a cold day in 
December, some years ago, a little boy 
about 10 years old was standing, almost 
barefooted, in front of  a shoe store, 
peering through the window, shivering 
from the cold.

A lady approached the young boy and 
said, “My, you’re in such deep thought 
staring in that window!”

“I was asking God to give me a pair of  
shoes”, was the boy’s reply.

The lady took him by the hand, went 
into the store and asked the clerk to get 
half  a dozen pairs of  socks for the boy.

She then asked if  he could give her a 
basin of  warm water and a towel.

He quickly brought them to her.
She took the little fellow to the back 

part of  the store and, removing her 
gloves, knelt down, washed his little feet 
and dried them with the towel.

By this time, the clerk had returned 
with the socks...putting a pair on the 
boy’s feet, she then purchased him a 
pair of  shoes.

She tied up the remaining pairs of  
socks and gave them to him.

She patted him on the head and said, 
“No doubt, you will be more comfortable 
now...”

As she turned to go, the astonished 
kid caught her by the hand, and looking 
up into her face, with tears in his eyes, 
he asked her: “ Are you God’s wife?”

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

I often wonder how websites and social 
networks like YouTube and Facebook 
structure their algorithms to deliver 
targeted material to their users.

It is a family tradition each Christmas 
Morning to turn on the CBC before the 
holiday brunch to hear what The Queen 
has to say to the Commonwealth and no 
sooner had I written a Facebook note to 
that effect than I clicked on a video that 
showed up in my feed. Lo and behold, 
along the right hand side of  the page 
was a recommended video: “The Queen’s 
Christmas Message 1985.”

Not only was it themed around 
something I had written just moments 
previous, but YouTube also took it upon 
itself  to recommend the broadcast from 
my own birth year.

Intrigued by this cyber-skullduggery, 
I clicked and was somewhat surprised at 
what I heard.

“Looking at the morning newspapers, 
listening to the radio, and watching 
television, it only too easy to conclude that 
nothing is going right in the world,” said 
Her Majesty, at that this stage in the game 
still a brunette, sitting at a desk inside 
Buckingham Palace as snow weighed 
down the boughs of  the trees just outside 
the window behind her.

“All this year, we seem to have had 
nothing but bad news and a constant 
stream of  reports of  plane crashes, 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and 
famine. And, as if  natural disasters 
weren’t enough, we have heard of  riots, 
wars, acts of  terrorism and generally 
man’s inhumanity to man. It used to be 
said that no news is good news, but today 
you might well think that good news is no 
news.

“Just think of  the quiet courage and 
dedication of  the peacekeepers and the 
rescue workers and all those who work 
so hard to restore shattered lives and 
disrupted communities.”

Were it not for our monarch’s mention 
of  volcanic eruptions, one of  the few 
calamities 2016 has yet to deliver in any 
significant way, it is a message The Queen 
could simply copy and paste into her iPad 
as she puts the finishing touches on her 
speech this Sunday.

Three decades has not diminished 
the message. On the national and 
international front it is indeed easy to 
conclude “that nothing is going right in 
the world” and, at the moment, we are still 
seeing the ongoing devastation of  wars, 
terrorism, man’s inhumanity to man.

While peacekeepers and rescue 
workers have never flagged in their work 
restoring shattered lives and disrupted 
communities, we now have activists 
striving to restore democracy, hope and 
a sense of  decency in war-torn, far-flung 
corners of  the world and, sadly, much 
closer to home where so many of  our 

neighbours fear for their basic human 
rights in advance of  what is set to unfold 
before the end of  next month.

But I have to disagree with The Queen 
on one point: I don’t think the people of  
2016 have subscribed to the viewpoint 
that “good news is no news.” That might 
have been the case in the 1980s which, in 
retrospect, has come to be defined as the 
“Me” Decade where “more was always 
more.”

On the contrary, I think we are living 
in a world where, despite the vitality of  
reporting accurately about the darker 
deeds going on in the world around us, the 
appetite for “good” is stronger than ever. 

As I considered The Queen’s words, 
I also considered what might be my 
favourite “good” news story of  the year.

The first one that came to mind was, 
on the face of  it, not what one would 
ultimately think of  as “good news.”

Back in March, I was called by local 
author Marina Nemat to sit in on a 
roundtable discussion she was holding 
with Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Leona Alleslev, and fellow volunteers 
from the Our Lady of  Grace, who had 
recently sponsored refugees from Iraq 
and Cote D’Ivoire.

In between the call and the meeting 
itself, we experienced one epic snowfall 
and the refugees, who also attended 
the meeting, were bubbling over with 
excitement over their first signs of  a truly 
Canadian winter. 

As much as they were bubbling over 
with excitement, there was a serious issue 
to address at the meeting: closing service 
gaps faced by refugees throughout York 
Region.

Wide ranging deficiencies were 
identified to Ms. Alleslev and her staff, 
copious notes were taken, and promises 
were made to find ways to bridge said 
gaps. Here and there were opportunities 
to chat with the recent arrivals in Aurora, 
some who had an impressive command 
of  the English language while others who 
spoke eloquently through Ms. Nemat, 
herself  a native of  Iran.

Some had clear ambitions, with one 
girl in her late teens setting her sights 
on Seneca College while others spoke of  
their eagerness to join the work force.

On the other hand, there was another 

woman in the Iraqi group who, at first, 
seemed to come across a little bit more 
timid than the rest. Perhaps she was 
overwhelmed by the whole experience, 
but she came to life when she took a fussy 
baby from the Cote D’Ivoire contingent 
into her arms.

From the look on Baby Davina’s face, 
the feeling was mutual. 

I left the church with my story, which 
highlighted the challenges, but I also left 
with the question of  whether we would 
ever cross paths again.

Sponsored individuals often find 
themselves on the move, whether it is to 
find employment elsewhere or to move 
closer to an enclave of  immigrants from 
their home countries have settled to have 
a stronger sense of  support.

Earlier this fall, however, I was sitting 
near the back of  a Viva bus heading north 
from Finch Station to Aurora, when 
somewhere just north of  Thornhill, I saw 
this same lovely woman board the bus.

She was travelling alone, perhaps from 
a newfound job.

Gone was any semblance of  the 
overwhelmed timidity I sensed just 
a few months earlier. It was replaced 
with confidence. She was holding her 
head high, and the sense of  personal 
satisfaction was palpable.

While I had a desire to chat, I kept my 
distance, in case she remembered me as 
the guy with the pencil, pad, and audio 
recorder, possibly looking for an on-the-
spot interview!

Instead, I contented myself  looking 
up from time to time, perhaps a bit 
protectively, but it was something more 
than that: observing this new Canadian 
come into full flower.

We both got off  the bus at Yonge and 
Wellington, she heading north in the 
direction of  Our Lady of  Grace and I 
south towards The Auroran. 

I felt buoyed that a group in our 
community could even go halfway 
towards helping one individual – let 
alone two entire families – achieve this 
sense of  pride and confidence in what 
have been, at first, to be a very different 
environment, and the people responsible 
are just quietly doing what they think is 
right. 

They could be your neighbour, your co-
worker, or the person who waits on you in 
a shop. 

They too have the quiet courage and 
dedication The Queen spoke about three 
decades ago and they are working in their 
own way to restore shattered lives and 
provide a sense of  a stable community.

2016 has undoubtedly been a rough 
year, but there is a lot of  good to be found.

I hope you seek and find yours this 
holiday season and throughout the year 
ahead. 

We’ll see you in 2017. 
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A thank you note from the 
Pine Tree Potters  

On behalf  of  the Pine Tree Potters’ 
Guild, I would like to express our gratitude 
to everyone who participated in the 2016 
Empty Bowls event that took place on 
November 17 at the Aurora Cultural Centre.  

Empty Bowls events are held by potters 
in communities throughout North America 
with the objective to raise funds and 
awareness for local charities that work to 
relieve hunger and homelessness.

During the event, patrons select a 
handmade bowl from the hundreds on 
display and local chefs and bakers in 
attendance serve a ladle of  their gourmet 
soup and artisan bread. The handmade 
bowl guests take home with them serves as a 
gentle reminder that not everyone has a full 
bowl every day.  

Our event this year was another 
wonderful success, with tickets selling out 
for all three meal services. This year we 
raised over $19,300 to be divided equally and 
donated to Aurora’s Welcoming Arms and 
Inn From The Cold, Newmarket.

Cumulatively since our first event in 
2010, Pine Tree Potters’ Guild has raised 
over $114,000 for local charities. 

We wish to extend a heartfelt “Thank 
You” to all of  the local chefs and bakers 
who donated their time, gourmet soup 
and bread for all to enjoy; Meridian Credit 
Union for a very generous grant; Tucker’s 
Pottery Supplies for donating the clay used 
by our potters for crafting the bowls; David 
Schembri Design and KKP Design and Print 
for donating our printed materials; and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre for all their support 
allowing us to host our event at their 
beautiful facility.

We also wish to thank Joy Gannicott, 
Dave Parsons and Sam Carothers for their 
contribution of  great live music.  Finally, we 
are so very grateful for all of  our dedicated 
volunteers who donated their time and skills 
to ensure that everything ran smoothly.  

The following is a list of  the culinary 
establishments that participated in our 2016 
Empty Bowls event:

Again, thank you so very much to all who 
participated.  It is because of  you that our 
event has been so successful year after year.  

Looking forward to 2017!

Jacqui Adamek, 
Chair, 2016 Empty Bowls Committee

Pine Tree Potters’ Guild.  

Aqua Grill
Aw Shucks

Bijoy’s Restaurant
Catharina’s Kitchen
Chuck’s Roadhouse

Cookie It Up
Dorio’s Kettleby Italian Bakery

Fishbone Kitchen and Bar
Gabriel’s Café

Graystones Restaurant
Hungry Brew Hops

Joia Ristorante and Wine Bar
King Richard’s English Pub

Kings Riding Golf Course
LaBrehandaise Catering

Little Red Catering
Longo’s

Maunder’s Food Shop
Michael-Angelo’s

Nature’s Emporium
Sobey’s

Taste it Catering
The Hurst Bakery

The Kitchen by Food in Motion
The Pickle Barrel
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For many years we have been 
reading stories about how inadequate 
the Prime Minister’s residence is at 24 
Sussex Drive.

According to Maclean’s magazine 
story, “it is a 34-room, 12,000-sq.-foot 
home with an indoor pool and sauna 
(famously installed by former Prime 
MinisterPierre Trudeau). The 145-year-
old, three-storey limestone house sits on 
a two-hectare property in the desirable 
New Edinburgh neighbourhood and 
backs onto the Ottawa River.”

It’s also an old home in urgent need 
of  repair.

It is very cold in the weather and too 
hot in the summer. 

It is so bad that the current PM, 
Justin Trudeau, does not live there 
with his family.

The home is a national 
embarrassment.

Just as the U.S. has their White 
House at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave and 
Britain has theirs at 10 Downing Street, 
Canada should have an internationally 
recognizable home for its first family.

According to Wikipedia, “the house 
at 24 Sussex Drive was originally 
commissioned in 1866 by lumberman 
and Member of  Parliament Joseph 
Merrill Currier as a wedding gift for his 
wife-to-be.

“In 1943, the federal Crown-in-
Council used its power of  expropriation 
to divest the (then owner) of  his title 
to the house, to consolidate public 
ownership of  the lands along the 
Ottawa River. After several years of  
uncertainty, in 1950 the government 
decided to refurbish the property as a 
residence for the prime minister, the 

renovations costing just over $500,000. 
“Louis St. Laurent was the first to 

take up residence in 1951. Since then, 
every Prime Minister— except for Kim 
Campbell (who resided at Harrington 
Lake) and, to date, Justin Trudeau 
(who has opted to reside at Rideau 
Cottage pending a review of  work 
needed to repair the house) — has 
resided at 24 Sussex Drive for the 
duration of  their mandates.

“Previous prime ministers lived at 
a variety of  locations around Ottawa: 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and William Lyon 
Mackenzie King, for instance, lived at 
Laurier House in Sandy Hill. Laurier 
House was willed to the Crown upon 
Mackenzie King’s death in 1950 and 
was thus also available for designation 
as the prime minister’s official 
residence at the time.” 

I would like to see a new home for 
our Prime Minister. One that would 
reflect both our history and our 
culture. 

According to Wikipedia, “Unlike 10 
Downing Street or the White House, 
24 Sussex is used almost exclusively 
as a place of  residence; the prime 

minister’s work is carried out by 
the Office of  the Prime Minister in 
Langevin Block, near Parliament Hill, 
though informal meetings between the 
Prime Ministerand other government 
or foreign officials may take place in 
the residence (foreign heads of  state 
on state visits are officially hosted 
by the monarch or Governor General 
of  Canada at Rideau Hall). One 
consequence of  the building’s lack of  
official bureaucratic functions is that 
24 Sussex Drive has never been widely 
used as a metonym for the Office of  
the Prime Minister.”

The new home should be large 
enough so that the PM can have official 
meetings with other heads of  state and 
also serve for official functions there.

It may be more practical to erect 
the residence on a different property. 
“In November 2016 a new consultant 
report estimates renovation costs are 
now pegged at $38 million to complete 
repairs to home and pool, as well as 
additional annex as residential space 
with the main building to be used for 
other usage.”

The residence should also be a 
showpiece for Canadian art and 
house items of  Canadian historical 
significance. 

There should be a design competition 
open to Canadian architects. 

It would also be a great idea if  we 
could get Canadian children involved 
in some capacity in the process of  
building a new home for the Prime 
Minister.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

The very productive Fall session of  
the Ontario Legislature recently ended. 
It saw the passage of  19 bills and another 
eight bills introduced.  The bills covered 
everything from finance to an update of  
the Housing Act, to mandating the direct 
election of  York Region’s Chair (an idea 
I introduced through a private member’s 
bill).

Bill 13, the Ontario Rebate for 
Electricity Consumers Act, will reduce 
electricity costs by eight per cent before 
tax, a saving for the average Ontarian 
family of  $130 annually.  Rural consumers 
will see a decrease on their bill by an 
average of  $540 annually. The province has 
spent billions building a modern, secure 
and clean electrical system after years 
of  neglect and unreliability, but making 
sure electricity remains affordable is also 
important.

Bill 7 was also passed – a bill that is 
very important to me.  The Promoting 
Affordable Housing Act, 2016 amends four 
different acts to help increase affordable 
housing and modernize social housing.   
These changes will be made by giving 
municipalities the option to implement 
inclusionary zoning, making secondary 
suites in new homes less costly to build 
and will give local service managers more 
choice in how they administer housing 
programs and services to reduce wait 
list times and encourage more inclusive 
communities.

This session has also seen the 
introduction of  some great private 
members’ bills.  In Ontario we continue 
to recognize and celebrate our diversity 
with the introduction of  several heritage 
recognition months.  This session also 
saw the introduction of  the Protecting 
Reward Points Act and the Remembrance 
Day Act, 2016.  The Children’s Law 
Reform Act is one that I have heard 
many times at my constituency office, 
this act “Recognizes Relationships with 

Grandparents.”  This act clarifies that 
grandparents have the ability to seek an 
order for access to their grandchildren, 
while ensuring that the courts remain 
focused on the best interests of  the 
children.

CHPI Funding for York Region
This past week I had the honour 

of  announcing that the government 
of  Ontario would be increasing its 
investment in York Region to help 
individuals and families stay in their 
homes and get much needed housing.  
This investment was made through the 
Community Homelessness Prevention 
Initiative (CHPI), the total investment 
means that York Region will receive $52.5 
million over four years.

This is a significant increase to allow 
the Region to continue its work in the 
areas of  preventing homelessness and 
helping those who are homeless. Last 
year this funding helped 519 families 
from across the York Region move from 
homelessness, emergency shelters 
and transitional housing to long-term 
housing, and it helped an additional 1,410 
families and individuals remain in their 
homes. Theses initiatives can include 
financial assistance and education 
programs to help prevent eviction, long-
term and transitional housing with 

related supports and emergency shelters 
for those experiencing a crisis, including 
youth.

Queen’s York Rangers Cadet Dinner 
An annual event I really enjoy is the 

Queen’s York Rangers Cadet Holiday 
Mess.  This year, Audrey and I enjoyed 
guest speaker Kenneth Brown, former 
Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major.  Ken 
talked about the importance of  the cadets 
and how it helped shape him, by giving 
him confidence in himself  and helping 
him to build leadership skills. It also 
gave him a lifetime of  great memories. 
(And he met his future wife through the 
program.)

Whether the Army, Air Force or 
Navy stream, the cadets program is a 
wonderful organization that teaches and 
reinforces leadership skills, self-reliance, 
and physical fitness. Most importantly, it 
teaches respect for self  and others.  Aurora 
has both an Army Cadet Corps. and an 
Air Force Cadet Corps.. I encourage you 
to learn more at: www.cadets.gc.ca.

Goodbye 2016 …
This is my final column for 2016 and 

it’s an opportunity to thank all those 
who make this riding of  Newmarket-
Aurora so special. A special thanks to 
my constituency office team who work 
tirelessly and often go beyond the call of  
duty as they work on your behalf  to answer 
questions, solve problems, and generally 
clear the lines of  communication with all 
levels of  government. We track the issues 
coming into the office and I regularly 
stand at caucus to report on what’s of  
importance to local residents. I couldn’t 
do it without great staff. Thank you Brian, 
Trish and Rohit.

As always, I invite you to contact me 
on any issue. Please call my community 
office at 905-750-0019, or visit my website 
at www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

A new home for the PM

A look back at the Fall Session

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

The Aurora Museum 
& Archives is celebrating:

Santa’s Arrival! 

This undated photograph was taken 
on Yonge Street during the annual 

Santa Claus Parade. Do you recognize 
anyone in the photo? If so, 
email brock@auroran.com.

Continued from page 17

As 2016 comes to an end, this is a 
great time to reflect and be thankful for 
a wonderful year.

The holiday season is a special time 
to reflect on past achievements, focus 
on important people in our lives and 
give back to those who are in need. As 
the new year approaches, we enter a 
cycle of  renewal, new beginnings and a 
fresh start.

I am excited for all the great things 
to come in 2017, especially as we are 
celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday!

I am pleased to announce that 
Aurora’s 2017 Capital and Operating 
Budgets are approved. The Town’s 
operating budget was approved at $60.8 
million with an $18.2 million capital 
budget to rehabilitate roads, waterlines, 
Town facilities and other Town-owned 
infrastructure.

Council and staff  worked 
collaboratively to achieve Council’s 
budget target of  inflation (2.1 per 
cent) plus 1 per cent for fiscal strategy 
to ensure funding for the future. The 
3.1 per cent increase to the tax levy 
translates to an additional $80.52 on a 
home with an average assessed value 
of  $770,000.

Our budget is fiscally responsible yet 
ensures that we are accommodating 
the needs of  our residents. With a 
population of  more than 60,000, Aurora 
is the fifth largest municipality in the 
Regional Municipality of  York. Our 
population has more than doubled its 
size since 1990. And, although it appears 
that the Town is still growing rapidly, 
we are actually approaching build-
out and that represents a significant 
change in how we need to budget.

Council has been, and will continue 
to be, diligent in accountable budgeting 
practices as we plan for the future of  
our community.

We are extremely grateful for all 
the feedback we received throughout 
the budget process. We recognize and 
appreciate the opinions of  our citizens 
and we thank you for taking an active 
role and interest in your community. 
Council and staff  consider and 
evaluate every budget request and work 
diligently to incorporate suggestions. 
For more information on the budget, 
please visit aurora.ca/budget.

I am also delighted to share the 
news that Council approved a motion 
regarding the Cultural Precinct 
revitalization project. In early 
December, the results of  the Cultural 
Precinct community consultation was 
presented to Council.

The Cultural Precinct is a three-
block area bordered by Yonge Street to 
the west, Larmont Street to the east, 
Metcalfe and Church Streets to the 
south and Mosley Street to the north. 
The area includes the Town Park and 
Armoury and the former library and 
seniors’ centre, known as Library 
Square.

Council approved a motion to: 

• Preserve the main features of  the 
Town Park. 

• Have staff  report back on specific 
enhancements to Town Park for 
consideration by Council. 

• Have staff  report back on 
estimates for repurposing of  the 
Armoury and to initiate a design 
exercise. 

• Proceed with an application for 

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Is Council right to demolish the old Library  
and Seniors’ Centre for Library Square?

Saying goodbye  
to 2016

Are you making New Year’s 
Resolutions?  

(Email yours to brock@auroran.com)
Yes     No
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130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Where can I get more information?

Staff will be available onsite to answer questions and direct  
traffic. For more information visit york.ca/wastedepots,  
follow @YorkRegionGovt or call 1-866-665-6752 

For general construction questions please contact:

Luis Carvalho, M.Sc. (Eng.), P.Eng., PMP
Senior Project Manager, Environmental Services Department 

McCleary 

Court
Site Location

LEGEND

 Phone: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75015    

McCleary 

Court
Site Location

LEGEND
 Luis.carvalho@york.ca

NOTICE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 
  
 

IMPROVEMENTS
ARE COMING.

LEARN MORE!
NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION 
  
 
MCCLEARY COURT COMMUNITY 
CITY OF VAUGHAN,

ELGIN MILLS COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 
TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL

The Regional Municipality of York will be working in your community  
to enhance the McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre  
(CEC) located at 130 McCleary Court (see map, right top), as well  
as the Elgin Mills Community Environmental Centre (CEC)  
located at 1124 Elgin Mills Road East (see map, right bottom).  
Construction will begin October 2016.
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City of Vaughan

Highway 407
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The project includes:
 •  Addition of weigh scales for processing customer 

transactions 
 •  Integration of a Household Hazardous  

Waste Depot onsite

What can you expect during construction?
The CEC site will remain open to the public during 
construction and operations will be adjusted as required. 
Including: 

 • Changes to traffic flow at the facility
 • Location of bins and/or materials accepted
 • Extended wait time and onsite line ups
 • Possible delays and short-term site closures 

As with any construction project, there may be minor 
inconveniences which may affect you, however, every attempt 
will be made to keep these to a minimum. We appreciate your 
patience while construction is being completed.
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Stuffing purses for “sisters” spurs humanitarian mission
By Brock Weir

How much thought did you give to 
putting on your socks this morning? 

Unless you were trying to pick up the 
perfect statement sock for your Christmas 
party, chances are slipping them over your 
feet is so routine you barely remember.

For some in our community, however, 
putting on a fresh pair of  newly laundered 
socks is something of  a memory as they 
navigate another winter on the streets, 
but Grade 11 students at Dr. G.W. Williams 
this week are hoping to bring that feeling 
back to hundreds of  people across York 
Region.

As The Auroran went to press this 
week, the students were inching closer to 
their goal of  collecting 700 pairs of  new 
socks to be distributed to area homeless 
by local social worker Angel Freedman.

The sock drive, which has grown to 
encompass the whole school was born 
out of  a highly successful purse collection 
drive earlier this month entitled “Stuff  A 
Purse for a Sister,” a drive which has also 
helped lay the groundwork for some great 
initiatives ahead.

As a teacher, Lisa Shillum tries to 
instill in her students an “empathy.” 
Over the past few weeks, she says with 
pride that the students in her Grade 11 
Introduction to Sociology, Anthropology 
and Psychology Class have risen to the 
occasion. 

“Ms. Shillum said she heard about a 
campaign called Let’s Fill a Purse for a 
Sister, which is run by Angel Freedman,” 

explains student Lyndsay Breedon. “It’s a 
great campaign and when she suggested 
it our class liked the idea and we decided 
to take it on, singly, just our class. Without 
going through the whole school we raised 
33 purses.”

Their drive, which typically collected 
underused purses from home, was 
augmented by donations from teachers, 
and they were subsequently filled with 
just about everything one might find 
in a women’s purse, from the everyday 
toiletries to scarves, socks, hats and mitts, 
to magazines and books. 

“We all know there is homelessness and 
it is heartbreaking for all of  us, but when 
you’re collecting toiletries you realise 
how much you’re taking for granted,” 
says student Lauren Jirik. “Collecting 
this and donating all of  this has made us 
realise how lucky we are to have common 
things when there are many people out 
there who don’t have the ability to get 
them.”

Adds Jordan Bondarewski: “The 
outcome of  this has really boosted 
our confidence to start something else 
because we had the confidence we could 
make a difference in the community. Even 
though we are told from such a young age 
that, yes, we can make a difference in the 
world, you don’t really notice that until 
you try to do something. By trying to fill 
the purses, we realised how many women 
we can actually help.”

Inspired by their own success, they 
brainstormed ways to ramp up their 
efforts.

Enter the sock drive.
Socks, says Lyndsay, might seem like a 

“childish” thing to collect, but collecting 
and distributing them to people in need 

can have a huge impact. Citing health 
problems, like trench foot, encountered 
due to the damp and dirty conditions on 
the front during the First World War, she 
says people are once again suffering those 
ill effects and fresh socks can go a long 
way. 

“Angel let us know that the biggest 
problem homeless people have is with 
their feet and how [a lack of  clean socks] 
can cause lots of  health issues,” says 
Lauren. “We thought socks were a very 
important necessity. We have a goal of  
700 socks and we think if  everyone in our 
school could bring in one pair we can meet 
our goal – and it helps you can usually get 
socks in big packs of  six or ten.”

When The Auroran visited Williams 
last week, they were nearly halfway to 
their ultimate goal, anticipating a deluge 
to come in through the home stretch as 
awareness spreads through their halls.

With the drive set to conclude this 
week, and the results set to be distributed 
by Ms. Freedman, the students are not 
content to rest on any future laurel. They 
are keeping the momentum – and their 
energy going by forming the Wildcats 
Humanitarian Committee, which aims to 
turn these philanthropic endeavours into 
a school-wide norm, hitting the ground 
running in the New Year.

“I am really excited about it because 
I think my role as a teacher is to help 
develop their social conscience,” says Ms. 
Shillum. “I am excited they are actually 
thinking about the societal issues in our 
own community and thinking about how 
they can get involved and working on their 
empathy. Empathy is a big piece of  being 
a positive member of  society and they are 
putting that empathy piece in action.”

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

Joanne, Tanya, Anne, Carolyn, Wendy, Karen and Damir
Wish You A Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE
21 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA, ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

The Grade 11 students in Lisa Shillium’s Introduction to Anthropology, Sociology and Psychology,  
pictured here displaying socks and purses collected to help the homeless, are taking their philanthropy to 
the next level.                          Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016Page  6              Page 7

New garbage contract signed amid service concerns
By Brock Weir

Service concerns dominated 
discussions last week as Aurora 
approved a new contract with Green For 
Life for garbage and waste collection.

The contract, which will come 
into effect in 2018, is an agreement 
between York Region’s northern six 
municipalities, which also includes 
King, Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville and Georgina. 

As The Auroran reported last week, 
officials say the new contract includes 
safeguards for better customer service 
but one resident came to Council last 
week questioning why Aurora would 
go forward with another contract with 
Green For Life (GFL) in the face of  
previous problems. 

“Garbage isn’t being picked up on 
time, yard waste is sitting for days, it 
blows all over the place, and it is not 
what I think of  when I think of  Aurora,” 
said resident Jim Helkie.

Mr. Helkie questioned whether the 
$82 million deal for all six municipalities 
for the duration of  the contract was the 
best use of  tax dollars given complaints 
that have been logged along the way. 

“We made a mistake here and it looks 
like we’re getting ready to make the 
same mistake again,”

Local lawmakers took his comments 
to heart, acknowledging there have 
indeed been issues in the past, 
particularly during the ice storm which 
hit the area just before Christmas of  
2013, but many agreed that services 
have steadily improved since then. 

“I appreciate your point, and certainly 
if  you raised that question, say, in 2013, 
we would have been entirely on side 
with those comments because three 
years ago it was pretty brutal,” said 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe. “I would suggest 
it has improved. Personally, I have had 
very few issues from a Town perspective 
and I can tell you we get copied on most, 
if  not all, of  the complaints.”

Indeed, this observed trend was 
bolstered by Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, 
who said complaints about missed 
streets went from 26 to three in 2005, and 
missed locations from 158 to 54. 

“From a reporting perspective, we did 
have an improvement in performance, 
but still the fact is there are issues 
occurring,” said Mr. Simanovskis. “I 
can appreciate the frustration of  the 
residents who have experienced that 
delay or that inconvenience.”

Councillors nevertheless asked 
for assurances there was a structure 
in place to ensure service levels are 
maintained and penalties levied in case 
they are not. Mr. Simanovskis told them 
that was an area of  particular focus 
during contract negotiations. Penalty 
clauses, he said, have been rewritten 
to focus on previously identified issues 
and customer service was a “central 
focus. 

“The customer service as a function 
of  the contract, is quite extensive 
compared to previous contracts, and 
there are some very clear performance 
metrics around the customer service 
elements and that was done in 
consultation with Newmarket who 
have quite a lot of  experience with the 
customer service centre,” he said. “The 
goal is to ensure we have tools and 
mechanisms to enforce the contract and 
ensure the services are of  the highest 
possible standard for the service we 
provide and we have the mechanisms 
to penalise the contractor if  they are 
unable or unwilling to meet those 
expectations.”

To address any outstanding concerns 
from residents, Councillor Michael 
Thompson said these performance 
metrics should be published annually 
– or have GFL come to Council to talk 
about how they are meeting the targets 
set out in the new 10-year contract.

“I think it is important to 
communicate that out to residents and 
let them know that certainly we expect 
a high level of  customer service and 
we’re going to hold anybody we deal 
with accountable,” said Councillor 
Thompson.

Outside of  residents – the customers – 
getting the service they expect, Council 
also questioned whether they were 
getting the best bang for their buck. 
Councillor Harold Kim, for instance, 
said he was less than satisfied with 
the process, pressing Mr. Simanovskis 
to reveal the details behind some 
of  the other bids for this contract. 
This disclosure, however, would be 

contrary to the policies of  the Town of  
Newmarket, which led the negotiations, 
according to Mr. Simanovskis. 

When questioned by Councillor John 
Abel on how much Aurora is saving by 
entering into a waste contract with five 
other municipalities, Mr. Simanovskis 
said the savings were “significant” – a 
savings of  $1 million per year for the 

partnership compared to the previous 
N6 contract in 2007.

“We did get a good deal for the 
contract that we did get in 2007 and 
the partnership recognized with that 
deal that there were some challenges 
as well that we had to overcome with 
the contractor as they matured in their 
service provider provision practices,” 

said Mr. Simanovskis. “This current 
contract is about 30 per cent higher than 
our current contract when it comes into 
force January 1, 2018. In looking at the 
value of  the contract, we asked our 
consultant to review the pricing and 
look at industry benchmarks around 
the service, and it isn’t unreasonable. 
The contract is competitive.”

DEC 2 – JAN 3

VISIT YOUR DEALER  
TO PLAY!

VALUED UP TO $35,000 MSRP

ON ALL ELIGIBLE 2016 AND
2017 VEHICLES. EVERYONE WINS!

WIN CASH 
CREDITS!

$17,000! $8,000! $3,000! 
$500! AND MORE!

*No purchase necessary. Open to Canadian residents with a valid driver’s license who have reached the age of majority in their province of residence. Contest runs December 2, 2016 to January 3, 2017. Credit Awards up to $17,000 include applicable taxes 
and must be applied to the purchase or lease of a new 2016 or 2017 MY GMC vehicle delivered on or before January 3, 2017.  Seventeen (17) Vehicle Awards available to be won, each consisting of winner’s choice of a vehicle with an MSRP of $35,000 CAD 
or less (inclusive of freight). The customer is responsible for any other taxes, license, insurance, registration, or other fees. Vehicle Awards are not transferable and no cash substitutes are permitted.  Credit Awards are not redeemable for cash. Not all 
awards have the same odds of winning. Only one game play is allowed per individual/business. $17,000 Credit Awards are regionally distributed across 3 regions as follows: (i) Western Region (BC, AB, SK, MB, NV, NWT and YK); (ii) Ontario Region (ON); and (iii) 
Eastern Region (QC, NS, NFLD, PEI and NB).  Western Region: four (4) $17,000 Credit Awards; Ontario Region:  three (3) $17,000 Credit Awards; Eastern Region: three (3) $17,000 Credit Awards. Correct answer to mathematical skill-testing question required. 
Excluded 2016 vehicles: Acadia, Terrain, Canyon 2SA; excluded 2017 vehicles: Canyon 2SA. For full rules and program details, visit us at gmcconnectandwin.ca. ** Offer valid at participating dealers to eligible retail lessees in Canada who enter into a lease 
agreement with GM Financial and who accept delivery between December 1, 2016 to January 3, 2017. Eligible 2017 GMC Sierra 1500 4WD 1SA Double Cab: Lease based on MSRP of $42,164. $500 Connect and Win manufacturer to consumer Credit Award 
(tax inclusive) which must be applied to the purchase or lease of a new 2017 GMC vehicle delivered on or before January 3, 2017, $500 lease cash (tax exclusive), $2,500 available manufacturer-to-dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive). Bi-weekly payment is 
$189 for 24 months at 0.90% interest rate (2.5% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $2,100 down payment is required. Total obligation is $11,920, plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $27,375. Eligible 
2017 GMC Acadia SLE-1 FWD: Lease based on MSRP of $35,302 and $500 Connect and Win manufacturer to consumer Credit Award (tax inclusive) which must be applied to the purchase or lease of a new 2017 GMC vehicle delivered on or before January 3, 
2017, $1,000 available manufacturer-to-dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive). Bi-weekly payment is $179 for 48 months at 1.5% interest rate (1.50% APR) on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $2,700 down payment is required. 
Total obligation is $21,282, plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $15,454. On all lease offers: Consumer may be required to pay Dealer Fees. Price and total obligation exclude license, insurance, PPSA, registration, taxes and optional 
equipment. Excess wear and tear charges not included. Other lease options are available. Dealers are free to set individual prices. See your dealer for conditions and details. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General 
Motors of Canada Company to verify eligibility. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. Security deposit may be required. Payment may vary depending on down payment/trade. †Offer available to qualified retail customers in 
Canada for vehicles delivered from December 1, 2016 to January 3, 2017. Purchase price includes a cash credit of $5,000 Manufacturer to dealer, (Tax exclusive) and includes $500 Connect and Win Bonus (Manufacturer to consumer – tax inclusive) and 
applies to cash purchases of new 2017 GMC Terrain SLE 1 FWD models at participating dealers in Canada. Purchase price of $24,995 includes freight, air tax but excludes license, insurance, registration, dealer fees and taxes. By selecting lease or finance 
offers, consumers are foregoing this $5,000 credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. Dealer may sell for less. Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend 
or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without notice. See dealer for details. ††The 2-Year Scheduled LOF Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2016 MY GMC 
vehicle with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the Oil Life Monitoring System and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM 
dealers. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors 
of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details.1 Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. 
Service plan required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar 
with 4G LTE connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi. 

ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH 
WITH WIFI®HOTSPOTGMC PRO GRADE PROTECTION:

2-YEAR/48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER MAINTENANCE†† 
ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH WITH WIFI® HOTSPOT1

INCLUDES $5,000 CASH CREDIT AND MINIMUM $500 
CONNECT AND WIN CASH CREDIT.†

CASH 
PURCHASE 
PRICE

$24,995
2017 GMC TERRAIN SLE 1 FWD

4G LTE Wi-Fi

4G LTE Wi-Fi

ALL-NEW  
2017 GMC ACADIA SLE 1 FWD

$2,700 DOWN PAYMENT. INCLUDES $1,000 DELIVERY CREDIT
AND MINIMUM $500 CONNECT AND WIN CASH CREDIT.**

BI-WEEKLY 
LEASE @

LEASE 
RATE FOR179 1.5

MONTHS48
4G LTE Wi-Fi

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 DOUBLE CAB 4WD

$2,100 DOWN PAYMENT. INCLUDES $2,500 DELIVERY CREDIT
AND MINIMUM $500 CONNECT AND WIN CASH CREDIT.**

BI-WEEKLY 
LEASE @

LEASE 
RATE FOR189 0.9

MONTHS24  
APR(2.5 )



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016Page  8              Page 9

By Brock Weir

Young mothers in York Region will 
have a merrier Christmas and a happier 
New Year thanks to the generosity of  
hundreds who came out to Aw, Shucks! 
on December 9 to the annual Christmas 
party hosted by Joe Gorman.

Gorman, who once served as pastor 
of  Our Lady of  Grace Catholic Church, 
maintains his close connection with the 
Aurora community after leaving the 
priesthood in 2015 and hosts his party 
each year.

Guests were encouraged to bring gift 
cards and other forms of  donation to be 
distributed to local causes, particularly 
Rose of  Sharon Services for Young 
Mothers, which is based in Newmarket.

“It’s Christmas and we recognize 
people are in need during this season,” 
Mr. Gorman told the assembled crowd. 
“We come together to celebrate with good 
cheer and good eats. I want to thank all 
of  you for coming, all walks of  life, and at 
the end of  the day, the charity at hand is 

receiving not only a lot of  money, but also 
a lot of  care and attention.”

By this past Monday, December 19, 
the numbers were crunched and Mr. 
Gorman told The Auroran he estimates 
approximately $10,000 was collected in 
total, including $5,000 in cheques, which 
were sent directly to Rose of  Sharon, and 
a further $5,000 in gift cards, which were 
sent to area schools.

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

2-450 Hume Street, Collingwood
             705-994-4616     

CollingwoodFamilyLaw.com   

Sorley & Still

905-726-9956
15064 Yonge Street, Aurora 

AuroraFamilyLaw.com

 

 

Happy

New Year! 
from Sorley & Still

c

When you need legal 
representation, let the 
experienced lawyers at 

Sorley & Still work for you. 

Family Law 

Separation & Divorce

Custody & Support 

Property & Pensions 

Wills & Estates/Litigation

Happy Holidays from TD Aurora  

Yonge 
& Wellington

Mon - Wed 
8am – 6pm; 

Thurs – Fri 
8am – 8pm; 

Sat 8am – 4pm  

Bayview 
& Wellington

Mon – Wed 
8am – 6pm; 

Thurs – Fri 
8am – 8pm; 

Sat 8am – 4pm; 

Sun 11am – 4pm

Wellington 
& Leslie

Mon – Wed
 8am – 6pm; 

Thurs – Fri 
8am – 8pm; 

Sat 8am – 4pm

Yonge 
& Dunning

Mon - Fri 
8am–8pm; 

Sat
 8am – 4pm

– we look forward to helping you 
achieve all of your fi nancial goals and dreams!

Gorman Christmas party collects thousands

12998 Keele St, King City ON     Open Daily 11am-10pm     www.hogans.restaurant

(905) 833-5311 Restaurant & Pub Reservations
Catering, Events & Celebrations

Book your ticket for our special

New Year's
Eve Bash
featuring Billik and

DJ Tommy Thompson!
Limited seating le�

Live Bands Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday In The Hunt Pub
�ursday, Dec 22
Sean Burke Band

Friday, Dec 23
Groove Marmalade

Hogan’s
Restaurant

Everyday

Fine Dining

in King City

Dec 25: CLOSED
Dec 26: Open for Dinner

Dec 27-31: Open All Day
Jan 1: CLOSED

This Year’s Holiday Hours:

Joe Gorman, right, with Peter and Teresa Van 
Schaik, and Bill Hogg, are pictured at Gorman’s re-
cent Christmas party.   Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

Private Funds for Any Reason
Private 1st Mortgages

Private 2nd Mortgages

1-877-777-7308 Verico The Mortgage Leaders Inc.
FSCO License # 10238

Private 1st MortgagesPrivate 1st Mortgages
Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Private 2nd MortgagesPrivate 2nd Mortgages

Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Interest only payments
No Income Verification Required

No Credit Check Required
Appraisals not always needed

Rush Closings OK
Pricing for GTA only

Brokers Welcome

CALL TODAY
11297590_2116

 info@themortgageleaders.ca

Up to 65% LTV @ 5.99% = $499.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 6.49% = $540.83
Up to 75% LTV @ 6.99% = $582.50
Up to 80% LTV @ 7.49% = $624.17

Up to 65% LTV @ 8.99% = $749.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 9.99% = $832.50
Up to 75% LTV @ 10.99% = $915.83
Up to 80% LTV @ 11.99% = $999.17

Private Funds for Any Reason
Private 1st Mortgages

Private 2nd Mortgages

1-877-777-7308 Verico The Mortgage Leaders Inc.
FSCO License # 10238

Private 1st MortgagesPrivate 1st Mortgages
Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Private 2nd MortgagesPrivate 2nd Mortgages

Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Interest only payments
No Income Verification Required

No Credit Check Required
Appraisals not always needed

Rush Closings OK
Pricing for GTA only

Brokers Welcome

CALL TODAY
11297590_2116

 info@themortgageleaders.ca

Up to 65% LTV @ 5.99% = $499.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 6.49% = $540.83
Up to 75% LTV @ 6.99% = $582.50
Up to 80% LTV @ 7.49% = $624.17

Up to 65% LTV @ 8.99% = $749.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 9.99% = $832.50
Up to 75% LTV @ 10.99% = $915.83
Up to 80% LTV @ 11.99% = $999.17

Private Funds for Any Reason
Private 1st Mortgages

Private 2nd Mortgages

1-877-777-7308 Verico The Mortgage Leaders Inc.
FSCO License # 10238

Private 1st MortgagesPrivate 1st Mortgages
Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Private 2nd MortgagesPrivate 2nd Mortgages

Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Interest only payments
No Income Verification Required

No Credit Check Required
Appraisals not always needed

Rush Closings OK
Pricing for GTA only

Brokers Welcome

CALL TODAY
11297590_2116

 info@themortgageleaders.ca

Up to 65% LTV @ 5.99% = $499.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 6.49% = $540.83
Up to 75% LTV @ 6.99% = $582.50
Up to 80% LTV @ 7.49% = $624.17

Up to 65% LTV @ 8.99% = $749.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 9.99% = $832.50
Up to 75% LTV @ 10.99% = $915.83
Up to 80% LTV @ 11.99% = $999.17

2.29% 
5 Yr Fixed 

2.05% 
5 Yr Variable

➢ Interest Only Payments 
  For Private Mortgage 

➢ Income Verifi cation May Not 
 be Required 

➢ Appraisals Not Always Needed 

➢ Brokers Welcome 

➢ Farm & Vacant Land Financing

*$10.00 off  

Furnace Clean & Check!

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

www.tholiver.com 
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora

905.727.4258
Gas Fireplaces & Duct Cleaning

*$10.00 taken off final invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, 
Fireplace or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers can not be combined. Oliver reserves the 
right to limit promo. Call for complete details. Must be presented to Technician at time of 

service. Expires October 31, 2016. December 31, 2016

79 Victoria St. Aurora, ON L4G 1R3
(Corner of Metcalfe and Victoria)

Christmas Eve
3 pm - Family Service & Pageant
5 pm - Family Service & Pageant

7 pm - Contemporary Communion
9 pm - Candlelight Mass
11 pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
9:15 am - Family Eucharist

www.trinityaurora.ca
IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS – Everywhere in Aurora you are. Decem-
ber was a busy time of year for Santa and his helpers as they made the rounds. Pictured clockwise from 
Top Right: Santa helps members of the Central York Fire Services collect toys at Metro. Fred Penner en-
tertains a sold-out crowd at the Aurora Cultural Centre. Rosalyn meets Father Christmas at Hillary House’s 
annual Musical Christmas. Music provided by popular pianist Ellen Meyer. Royal Canadian Legion mem-
bers Joan, Jackie, Thelma. Barbara, and Cathy prepare to dish out some hot turkey, mashed potatoes and 
dressing at the Legion’s Annual Christmas Luncheon.            Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir
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HURRY IN NOW! 

It all ends January 3rd!
 

NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

301 Mulock Drive, Newmarket Mon.-Thurs.: 9am - 8pm  Friday: 9am - 6pm  Saturday: 9am  5pm

Best backed cars in the world* 

10YEAR
160,000 KM
POWERTRAIN 
LTD WARRANTY**

905-853-0099
newmarketmitsubishi.ca
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FULL SERVICE FACILITY

SALES SERVICE PARTS

All photos used are for illustration only.
$129.00 bi-weekly for 84 months 

on 1.9% C.O.B.$1696.76

NO-CHARGE
WINTER TIRE PACKAGE

EXTRA
VALUE

UP TO

$1,400
WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT NEW VEHICLES1

INCLUDES:

/  TIRES
/  WHEELS

/  TPMS
/  MOUNTING

/  BALANCING
/  INSTALLATION

NO PAYMENTS
FOR UP TO

WITH THE PURCHASE OF SELECT NEW VEHICLES2

90 DAYS

NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD
A/C, Power Windows and Locks, Keyless Entry

AND MUCH MORE!

CASH SALE PRICECASH SALE PRICE

$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998$25,998+HST
+ FREIGHT 
& PDI

$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99$99
YOU OWN IT

WEEKLY
+HST

0% APR  |  84 MONTHS  |  $0 DOWN

OR

BOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXING
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BOXING 
DAY
STARTS NOW!

2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD2017 OUTLANDER ES FWD

NO PAYMENT
FOR UP TO

90 DAYS 

NO CHARGE 
WINTER TIRE PACKAGE

O.A.C

Plus
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WASTE DEPOTS
YORK REGION

york.ca/wastedepots
1-866-665-6752

Saturday, December 24 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 25 CLOSED CLOSED

Monday, December 26 CLOSED CLOSED

Tuesday, December 27 CLOSED CLOSED

Wednesday, December 28 CLOSED CLOSED

Thursday, December 29 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday, December 30 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 31 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 1 CLOSED CLOSED

Saturday, December 24 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, December 25 Closed Closed

Monday, December 26 Closed Closed

Tuesday, December 27 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed

Wednesday, December 28 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed

Thursday, December 29 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed

Friday, December 30 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed

Saturday, December 31 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, January 1 Closed Closed
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We don’t care if you’re 
naughty or nice.

Happy holidays from all of us at Hockley!
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By Beata Blajer, RD, CDE
The holiday season is a wonderful 

time that brings together family and 
friends. But so often, our celebrations 
tend to revolve around food. Whether it’s 
an office potluck or a family dinner, it can 
be so easy for us to overindulge.

As a registered dietitian with Southlake 
Regional Health Centre’s Cardiovascular 
Prevention and Rehabilitation Program 
and Diabetes Education Centre, I’m often 
asked how to enjoy festive gatherings, 
without completely losing track of  
healthy living goals. 

I always encourage people to avoid 
skipping meals before parties. Be sure to 
eat throughout the day, opting for lighter 
meals and healthy snacks. Never go to 
a party on an empty stomach – you’ll 
almost certainly overeat.

It’s also a good idea to volunteer to 
bring a healthy snack or treat, like my 
no-bake, nut-crusted cheesecake. This 
recipe is low on sugar, getting most of  
its sweetness naturally from dates and 
blueberries. It’s also high in antioxidants, 
fibre and phytonutrients – making this 
cheesecake heart and waist-friendly and 
delicious!

No Bake Nut-Crusted Cheesecake
Makes two 8” pies or 24 individual 

cheesecakes in muffin tins
Crust:
1 cup almonds
1 cup cashews
½ cup pitted dates 
¼ cup dried coconut (shredded, 

unsweetened)
1 tablespoon coconut oil
Filling:
1 cup cashews (soaked for minimum 2 

hours)
1 cup light ricotta cheese
1 cup light cream cheese 

3 tablespoon coconut oil
¼ cup lemon juice
2 tablespoon sugar or xylitol 
2 teaspoon vanilla extract or paste 
Blueberry Coulis:
3½  cups fresh or frozen blueberries
1-2 tablespoon lemon juice
Directions for Cheesecake:
Place cashews in a large bowl and cover 

with cold water. Soak for a minimum of  
two hours (or overnight), then rinse, 
drain, and set aside. 

To make the crust, pulse almonds, 
cashews, dates, shredded coconut and 
coconut oil in food processor to a sticky 
crumb-like consistency. 

Sprinkle shredded coconut on the 
bottom of  two 8-inch pie dishes or two 
12-muffin trays lined with muffin tin 
liners, then press the nut mixture onto 
coconut to make crust. 

To make the filling, place soaked 
cashews, cream cheese, ricotta cheese, 
coconut oil, lemon juice, sugar/xylitol, 
vanilla extract/paste in the bowl of  food 
processor and purée until smooth. 

Pour mixture onto crust, and freeze 
one to two hours, or until firm. Remove 
from freezer, defrost in fridge for about 
one hour, or on countertop 30 minutes; 
top with blueberry coulis and serve.

Directions for Blueberry Coulis: 
Combine blueberries and lemon juice 

in a saucepan and bring to simmer over 
medium heat for about 10 minutes. 

If  the blueberry coulis is not thick 
enough, mix 2 tablespoons cornstarch 
with cold water, then drizzle it into the 
simmering coulis gradually, adding just 
enough to lightly thicken. If  desired, 
add 1-2 teaspoon sugar for additional 
sweetness. 

Pour coulis over cheesecake just 
before serving.

By Brock Weir

Do you have a spare million or two 
kicking around and you’re wondering 
what to do with it?

You might want to take a tip out of  the 
playbook of  Pickering College students 
who have been tinkering with an app to 
figure out the best and most logical place 
to locate a new Tim Hortons franchise in 
a community where it seems like there’s 
just about one on every corner. 

Of  course, this is just one of  the 
practical ways students are learning 
how to deploy the ArcGIS Collector App 
from ESRI. Over the last few months, 
teens in Pickering College’s Senior 
School have been using the app to 
collect data, pinpoint the data using GPS 
coordinates, and collect the information 
to find practical solutions to almost an 
unlimited number of  problems. 

Take trash, for instance.
Over the course of  the fall, groups of  

students fanned out across the Pickering 
College campus logging each piece of  
garbage they found by type and location. 
Collecting the data onto a virtual map, 
they used their findings to determine 
trends in on-campus garbage and best 
ways to tackle the issue, including ideal 
locations for new bins. 

“The students are discovering GIS 
technology and they are trying to find 
correlations between different layers,” 
says teacher Steve Cope. “The obvious 
one is the Tim Hortons example and 
population density. If  you have got the 
money to open a Tim Hortons franchise, 
where would you open it? You need lots 
of  people, so you need the density, but 
you don’t want to be close to another 
Tim Hortons location or Starbucks. That 
is a problem somebody came up with in 
our class, and you can find input data on 
wealth, spending, and all sorts of  things.”

During a recent visit to Pickering 
College, an assortment of  different 
applications for the technology were 
excitedly demonstrated by student 
Damian Larice and explained by fellow 
student Katherine Starr.

“We had to find two layers of  whatever 
we wanted to talk about,” says Katherine. 
“There are just so many different 
options you could have to find out an 
answer. Some students talked about 
ocean currents and weather. Some did 
an obesity rate with McDonald’s. I think 
it is really informative to do things like 
this because you really get to see some 
of  the issues that we have, or some of  
the things we can learn about in school. 
This is something I won’t be using just 
this year – I can definitely use this for the 
rest of  my life, proving different things 
around the world, whether it is based on 
environment or based on our society.”

As Katherine explained, Damian 
demonstrated with quick fingers just 
how the information can be used to show 
wide-ranging issues, including compiling 
data on how global warming and climate 
change is viewed around the world 
and using data on population density, 
average wind speeds and topography, to 
determine the ideal location for a wind 
farm.

Citing recent political debates in 
Mississauga over the implementation of  
penalties and incentives on greenspace 
versus concrete, he quickly pulled up 
data compiled by students showing not 
only how Pickering College fared on 
the concrete to greenspace ratio, but 
also how the school fared on the ratio 
compared to the smallest country in the 
world, Vatican City.

“It is pretty fun and we really get into 
it,” says Damian. 

Adds Mr. Cope: “It can be a pretty 
powerful tool if  used properly!”

Tips for Heart-healthy Holiday Eating Want to see where to locate a new Tim 
Hortons? Students learn there’s an app for that!

Beata Blajer, registered dietitian & certified diabetes educator at Southlake Regional Health Centre, works 
with Colleen Miller, registered dietitian at Sobeys Extra, to offer Heart Healthy cooking classes through 
Southlake’s Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation Program.

Students Damian Larice and Katherine Starr show off their GIS skills. Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Limited time offers available through Honda Financial Services Inc. (HFS), to quali� ed retail customers on approved credit. ^$2,000 Holiday Bonus offer will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes and can be combined with advertised lease and � nance rates and applies to retail customer agreements for new 2016 HR-V 
// 2016 Fit models concluded between December 17th, 2016 and January 3rd, 2017 at participating Ontario Honda Dealers. For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at participat-
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HondaOntario.com
Ontario Honda Dealers
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2016 HR-V

2016 FIT

ON ALL REMAINING 
2016 HR-V MODELS

HOLIDAY
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NEW BOXING
WEEK BONUSPLUS

$500ˆ$1,500ˆ
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NEW BOXING
WEEK BONUSPLUS

$500ˆ$1,500ˆ

GET 

$2,000ˆ

NEW HOLIDAY
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ENDS SOON!
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By Jake Courtepatte

Both the Aurora Tigers and their 
stuffed friends hit the ice at the 
Aurora Community Centre when the 
Newmarket Hurricanes came to town.

In the Tigers’ third annual Teddy 
Bear Toss, the sky rained teddies in 
the final minute of  the first period 
when Louis Vlahakis notched the first 
goal of  the game for the home squad, a 
backhander from the hash marks that 
fooled Newmarket goaltender Bradley 
Van Schubert. 

It was the tying goal for Aurora, who 
allowed the Hurricanes to open the 
scoring just two minutes in, and would 
be the first of  only two in an eventual 3 
– 2 loss.

The second Tiger goal came less 
than a minute after Vlahakis’, off  the 
stick of  Luca Esposito with 0.3 seconds 
left on the clock. Esposito finished off  
a nice two-on-one with linemate Mel 
Melconian, to whom Van Schubert had 
committed before Melconian made a 
nifty saucer pass.

Newmarket scored twice in the 
second to tie then retake the lead, while 
the third period went scoreless.

The Tigers were bitten by the penalty 
bug in this one, with Tyler Davis kicked 
from the game midway through for a 
check from behind. Anthony Paveglio 
spent ten minutes in the box for head 
contact split between the second and 
third periods, while Vlahakis was sent to 
the dressing room early after an inciting 
an opponent call with six minutes to go.

Rizvan Mansurov was called for 
tripping just over a minute later, 
essentially icing the game for the Tigers.

Aurora’s Brayden LaChance stopped 
36 of  the 39 shots he faced, while Van 
Schubert was forced to contend with 

Skaters First teams with Santa for charity
By Jake Courtepatte

Santa Claus took time out of  his 
busy schedule this holiday season to 
strap on his skates and hit the ice at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

Dozens of  skaters joined Santa on 
Saturday for a Santa Skate and Food 
Drive, the first run by Skaters First 
in Aurora of  what is to be an annual 
event.

“We were looking for a fun way to 
get both kids and parents on the ice, 
and contribute in some way as well,” 
said Lindsay Smith Chapman, one of  
two directors of  Skaters First.

Smith Chapman and Deborah 
Botticella took over the business 

in July from Lynn Hayzelden, with 
over fifty years combined experience 
teaching learn-to-skate programs at all 
age levels.

Together they employ a cast of  
professional teachers for a variety 
of  different programs, from learn-to-
skate for ages three and up, to intro to 
figure skating, to power skating.

“We have a great ratio of  skaters 
to instructors, at five to one,” said 
Chapman. 

The food drive brought in enough 
goods to overflow the table laid out 
for them, and all were donated to the 
Aurora Food Pantry.

More information about the program 
can be found at www.skatersfirst.com.

Sarazin shines as Midget Tigers 
qualify for Silver Stick

By Jake Courtepatte

The Midget AA Tigers proved 
Saturday that a low-scoring game can 
be as exciting as any other.

Aurora’s top-tier minor hockey 
team booked their ticket to 
the International Silver Stick 
competition in Sarnia next month, 
after a nail-biting 1 – 0 victory over the 
Humberview Huskies at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex.

“Our goalie, Brady Sarazin stood 
on his head for us,” said head coach 
Don Ferry. “Brady always comes to 
the game focused and ready to shut 
our opponents down.”

In a one-game showdown to book 
their ticket, both teams came out with 
the ferocity of  a playoff  matchup.

The Huskies controlled most of  the 
first period with heavy pressure in the 
Aurora end, forcing Sarazin to make 
a number of  key saves. At the other 
end, Sam Speranini had one of  the few 
quality chances for the Tigers in the 
frame, going in on a late breakaway 
but firing it off  the shoulder of  the 
Huskies goalie.

With the game still scoreless in the 
second period, Sarazin continued his 
solid play, smothering most shots with 
very few rebound opportunities. 

Aurora finally seemed to find their 
legs while on the penalty kill midway 
through the second, allowing very 
little zone time for the Huskies and 
earning cheers from the home crowd. 
The kill seemed to spark the Tigers, 
who had the majority of  the chances 
late in the second, though a 0 – 0 tie 
followed the teams into intermission.

Penalty troubles returned for the 
third, however, as three-straight 
Tigers penalties resulted in the home 
team spending almost the entire first 
half  of  the period shorthanded.

 “We had to battle many short-
handed situations,” said Ferry. 
“And our work on the penalty 
kill in practices really paid off  as 

Humberview could not find the back 
of  the net.”

The Huskies thought they had 
scored on their third powerplay in a 
row, but Sarazin was rewarded by the 
iron for his strong play so far.

Shortly after, with time winding 
down, Matthew Ferry broke in alone 
shorthanded, finding the five hole of  
the Huskies goalie with defensemen 
on his tail to break the deadlock.

With the Huskies desperate to tie 
the game late, Aurora captain Andrew 
Sergejewich helped out his goalie 
with a tenacious backcheck to stop a 
Huskies shorthanded breakaway of  
their own.

It was only fitting that the game 
ended with another Sarazin save, 
forced to dive on the puck in the 
crease with just four seconds to go and 
preserve the win.

The win continues a positive trend 
for the Tigers, who have won three of  
their past four regular season games 
to claw within two points of  second 
place in the York-Simcoe Hockey 
League.

“The boys have shown a keen 
ability to rise to the occasion this 
season, especially against some of  the 
top ranked teams in Ontario,” said 
Ferry. “We play an up-tempo game and 
strive to grind teams down over three 
periods.”

They return to action after 
the Christmas break, hosting the 
Richmond Hill Stars on January 4.

Skaters First Skating School held its first annual family skate and food drive at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex on Saturday, with proceeds going to the Aurora Food Pantry.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Thomas Kostoff carries the puck in the Midg-
et AA Tigers’ 1 - 0 win over the Humberview  
Huskies on Saturday.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Tigers players sweep up stuffed animals during the Aurora Tigers’ annual Teddy Bear Toss on Sunday 
against the Newmarket Hurricanes.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Brandon MacKinnon (89) and Adam Petric battle in front of the Hurricanes’ bench in the Aurora Tigers’ 
3 - 2 loss to Newmarket on Sunday.

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Tigers fall in 
first meeting 
of Yonge 
Street rivals

only eighteen in total.
With the Pickering Panthers earning 

a point in a tie with the North York 
Rangers on Friday, the Tigers and 
Panthers are tied for last in the OJHL’s 
North division. Both remain well back 
of  the Hurricanes for the eighth and 
final playoff  spot in the North East 
conference.

The Tigers take their 5-26-1-4 to the 
Ray Twinney Complex on Thursday to 
clash again with Newmarket.

The game marks a special occasion 
for both sides, as the Hurricanes host 
their annual “Pink in the Rink” benefit 
game. This incarnation of  the Battle 
of  York has raised over $100,000 for the 
Southlake Regional Cancer Centre in its 
nine years, with special guests, prizes, 
and contests to be won.

The annual event was originally 
established in 2006 in memory of  three 
people near and dear to the Hurricanes 
organization. 

Kevin Lord spent 36 games with the 
Hurricanes in 2004-05, who lost a year-
long battle with brain cancer the next 
year. 

A year and a half  later, tragedy struck 
the organization and the community 
once again, when Canes veteran KJ 
Ramolla was killed in a car accident on 
the way home from the family cottage. 
With his number 19 retired by the Canes 
later that season, Ramolla’s parents, 
Karl and Sonia, have been attending the 
charity game ever since.

Shortly after his passing, the 
community was hit again with the 
passing of  14-year old Josh Sedore.

Though never a player, Sedore’s 
impact in junior hockey was felt off  the 
ice. He was described as the “heart and 
soul” of  the Georgina Ice, the junior C 
affiliate of  the Hurricanes.

Sedore had just finished Grade 8 
when he lost his battle to muscular 
dystrophy. His father, Steve, has worked 
as the assistant coach of  the Hurricanes.

Both teams will take a two-week break 
following the action for the holidays.

For tickets, visit www.
newmarkethurricanes.com.
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1-800-465-0411
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Real Estate 
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Learn to ride or improve your skills

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

WINTER RIDING LESSONS

Come 
for the 

horses...   
stay for 
the fun! 

Large indoor arena with heated lounge and Wi-Fi for your comfort

Ridgewood 
Farm For January and February. 

All new customers receive 

25% OFF 

SAC charity drive brings cheer to youth in need
By Jake Courtepatte

Not all of  Santa’s elves are at the North 
Pole: it seems some are at St. Andrew’s 
College.

SAC students and staff  wrapped up 
their annual “Holiday Hero” drive last 
week, an initiative that has provided a 
Christmas to youth in the community 
who would otherwise go without one.

Working with the Children’s Aid 
Society for the last decade, Holiday Hero 
sponsors 125 youth between the ages of  16 
and 21, many of  whom are living with no 
family to rely on, or proper homes for the 
holidays.

With few goods of  their own, many of  
the youth ask for simply the basic goods 
that most take for granted, like toiletries, 
winter clothing, and gift cards to buy food.

“Youth buying for youth definitely 
helped raise awareness and 
understanding of  those who have 
less,” said Melissa Tackaberry, Holiday 
Hero Coordinator.

The Holiday Hero program is a school-
wide initiative, with the entire staff  
and student body contributing, totaling 
around 700 helping hands. 

“Our students read through the 
profiles of  the 125 Youth in Care and 
choose one or two youth that they would 
like to support,” said Tackaberry. “They 
then shop for the youth and return the 

gifts to SAC to be wrapped.
“The faculty and staff  help support 

the students through the process as well 
as ‘adopting’ youth of  their own to help 
support.”

Then came the difficult task of  
wrapping the gifts. Tackaberry said more 
students helped wrapped this season than 
ever before, totaling about 25 students, as 
well as faculty and staff.

With an estimate topping a staggering 
$1.25 million in donations raised over ten 
years in the program, SAC has helped out 
over 1,500 families and youth. Tackaberry 
estimates this year’s haul to be around 
$125,000 worth of  items and gift cards 
alone.

Looking to the future, however, 
Tackaberry said the program will be 
looking next year to partner with any 
business connections the students may 
have through their families, and bring 
the initiative to the next level.

“We would love to have connections 
with any businesses that produce items 
that youth could use [who] live on their 
own,” said Tackaberry. “This includes 
toiletries, clothing such as pyjamas, 
socks, sweaters…kitchen items such as 

dishes, microwaves, cutlery…linens such 
as towels, and bedding...as well as items 
youth would need to go to post-secondary 
school such as laptops and school 
supplies.”

By Brock Weir

This past weekend, as the snow 
mounted, many Aurora residents 
were left wondering when their 
roads would be cleared – so much 
so that Mayor Geoff  Dawe took to 
social media to offer his apologies 
on behalf  of  the Town.

“Place accept [The Town’s] 
apologies and bear with us as we 
sort out our street snow plowing,” 
Mayor Dawe posted on Facebook on 
Saturday afternoon. “At least the 
sidewalks are reasonable.”

The post provoked a mixed 
response from one resident with 
a view of  the Joint Operations 
Centre stating that snow plows had 
not moved out of  the Industrial 
Parkway North facility since the 
snow began to fly, with others 
pointing out the locations of  snow 
removal already underway through 
the municipal “Where’s My Plow?” 
app.

In time for 2015, Aurora approved 
a motion setting 8 cm as the 
threshold of  snow on residential 
streets before the plows come to 
clear. Previously, this threshold 
was set at 5 cm.

Councillor Tom Mrakas has re-
introduced his notice of  motion 
from last year, which was voted 
down the first time around, to 
reverse its decision. This is 
expected to hit Council on January 
24. 

Plowing is just one snow-
related issue the Town is currently 
“working out” – along with kinks 
being experienced by residents and 
snow removal crews alike since the 
Town lifted its on-street parking 
ban for nights when a snow event is 
not in the forecast. 

The pilot project was brought 
up during last Tuesday’s Council 
meeting following an early week 
snow removal which was, it seems, 
far more successful than the one 
experienced at the end of  the week.

“We had a successful snow 
clearing with approximately 12 
hours to clear all the streets with the 
exception of  a couple of  secondary 
routes,” said Techa van Leeuwen, 
Aurora’s Director of  Corporate 
Services, responding to Councillor 
John Abel, who requested an update 
on the on-street parking pilot. “We 
received about 15 complaints or 
concerns. All of  those complaints 
and concerns, for the most part, were 
with respect to sidewalk clearing 
and damage. [Infrastructure & 
Environmental Services] is going 
to follow up with the contractor to 
improve service. Bylaw services 
started their morning at 5 a.m. and 
were out and about.”

Pleased with the response, 
Councillor Abel said communication 
is still needed to drive home the 
message that cars need to stay off  
the road for 24 hours within a snow 
event. 

Snow – and new on-street 
parking rules – cause 

headaches

(Above) York Regional Police, pictured here with Dr. Dave Williams of Southlake Regional Health Centre, were at the hospital last Tuesday to help their finest – and 
hospital employees – load up hundreds of toys collected for the Holiday Heroes campaign. (Below) Grade 12 student William Deo carries gifts to be delivered to 
youth in need for St. Andrew’s College’s annual Holiday Hero program.              Photos by Glenn Rodger and Paul Mosey
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TURBO POWER® Windshield Washer 
Fluid (1000146609) While quantities last.
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WAS $2.27

BOUNTY® 6-Roll Select-A-Size  
Paper Towels (1000483170)

NOW
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WAS $8.98

SAMSUNG Pair 
5.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  MODEL WA45H7000AP (1001033029) ONLY $598

ONLY 
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for the pair

7.4 Cu. Ft. Dryer MODEL DV45H7000EP (1001033031) ONLY $598

KIDDE® Worry-Free Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm with Night Light  
(1000837913)

NOW
$4747

WAS $59.99

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
LG 24 Cu. Ft. 36" Refrigerator  
MODEL LFXS24566S (1000807924)

SAVE $300
$1898
reg. $2198

X Valid Thursday, December 22 
to Wednesday, December 28, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

ONE WEEK ONLY 

Thursday, 
December 22  
to Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 

Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, December 22 to Wednesday, December 28, 2016. 

Payments required. No annual fees. *†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
Delivery fee applies starting at $49.98 plus applicable taxes. Appliances available through Special Order,  

direct-to-home delivery only. Restrictions and additional charges may apply. Ask in-store or call 1-800-668-2266 for details.
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TURBO POWER® Windshield Washer 
Fluid (1000146609) While quantities last.

$197
WAS $2.27

BOUNTY® 6-Roll Select-A-Size  
Paper Towels (1000483170)

NOW
$598

WAS $8.98

SAMSUNG Pair 
5.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  MODEL WA45H7000AP (1001033029) ONLY $598

ONLY 
$1196
for the pair

7.4 Cu. Ft. Dryer MODEL DV45H7000EP (1001033031) ONLY $598

KIDDE® Worry-Free Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm with Night Light  
(1000837913)

NOW
$4747

WAS $59.99

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
LG 24 Cu. Ft. 36" Refrigerator  
MODEL LFXS24566S (1000807924)

SAVE $300
$1898
reg. $2198

X Valid Thursday, December 22 
to Wednesday, December 28, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

ONE WEEK ONLY 

Thursday, 
December 22  
to Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016

on any single-receipt, in-store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 

Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from Thursday, December 22 to Wednesday, December 28, 2016. 

Payments required. No annual fees. *†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
Delivery fee applies starting at $49.98 plus applicable taxes. Appliances available through Special Order,  

direct-to-home delivery only. Restrictions and additional charges may apply. Ask in-store or call 1-800-668-2266 for details.

All appliances are subject to an additional delivery fee. 

While quantities last. Sorry, no rain checks. See pages 2 and 3 for details and more selection.

Door Crasher price valid  
Sunday, December 25 to  
Saturday, December 31, 2016.

EVENT
BOXING WEEK

Christmas Day is Sunday, December 25, 2016. Boxing Day is Monday, December 26, 2016.

Check your local store or homedepot.ca/holidayhours for store hours.
Shop homedepot.ca, we’re open 24/7.

SAVE 13%

DOOR-IN-DOOR™ 
DESIGN
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TURBO POWER® Windshield Washer 
Fluid (1000146609) While quantities last.

$197
WAS $2.27

BOUNTY® 6‑Roll Select‑A‑Size  
Paper Towels (1000483170)

NOW
$598

WAS $8.98

DEWALT® 20V 1/4" Compact 
Impact Driver (1000708317)  
While quantities last.

$149 76L Storage Totes  

C. Kiwi (1000845625) 

While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
VISSANI® 30" Brushed Stainless  
Steel Chimney Style Range Hood  
(1001015219) While quantities last.

18" 5‑Shelf Storage  
Unit • 36"W x 18"D x 72"H 
(1000846834) While quantities last.

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot/2‑Piece  
RIDGID® X4 18V Drill and Impact  
Driver Combo Kit (1000742190)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
4‑Piece RYOBI® ONE+ 18V Lithium Combo Kit  
• Includes 2 Lithium batteries (1000751344)

$179

SAMSUNG Pair 

$596

a. Ocean (1000845626)

B. Orchid (1001015627)

$199
$2777

5.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  MODEL WA45H7000AP (1001033029) ONLY $598t

ONLY 

$1196
t

for the pair

7.4 Cu. Ft. Dryer MODEL DV45H7000EP (1001033031) ONLY $598t

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
PORTER‑CABLE® 2 HP 6‑Gallon  
Air Compressor and 2" 18‑Gauge  
Nailer Combo Kit • 2.6 SCFM  

at 90 PSI (1000171105)  
While quantities last.

$179

KIDDE® Worry‑Free Carbon 
Monoxide Alarm with Night Light  
(1000837913)

NOW
$4747

WAS $59.99

$179

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
LG 24 Cu. Ft. 36" Refrigerator  
MODEL LFXS24566S (1000807924)

SAVE $300

$1898
t

reg. $2198

NOW

$219
SNOW JOE® Ultra 14.5 AMP 
18" Single‑Stage Electric  
Snow Blower (1000837043) 

WAS $249

c3�High Capacity  
LITHIUM+ Batteries  
offer 4X the run time

c3�3‑year warranty

1 Battery. 70+ tools. 

Ultimate Versatility

3

u �Valid Thursday, December 22 
to Wednesday, December 28, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

ONE WEEK ONLY 

Thursday, 
December 22  
to Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016

on any single‑receipt, in‑store or online purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 

Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† from thursday, December 22 to Wednesday, December 28, 2016. 

Payments required. no annual fees. *†Important terms and conditions apply. See page 5 for details.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN 
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
tDelivery fee applies starting at $49.98 plus applicable taxes. Appliances available through Special Order,  
direct-to-home delivery only. Restrictions and additional charges may apply. Ask in-store or call 1-800-668-2266 for details.

All appliances are subject to an additional delivery fee.t 

While quantities last. Sorry, no rain checks. See pages 2 and 3 for details and more selection.

Door Crasher price valid  
Sunday, December 25 to  
Saturday, December 31, 2016.

EVENT
BOXING WEEK

Christmas Day is Sunday, December 25, 2016. Boxing Day is Monday, December 26, 2016.

Check your local store or homedepot.ca/holidayhours for store hours.
Shop homedepot.ca, we’re open 24/7.

31‑PIECE RYOBI®  
DRILL AnD DRIVE KIt   
($25.50 value)
Valid until Wednesday,  
January 4, 2017

FREE
‡‡ WItH 

PURCHASE
RIDGID® 18V  
COMPACt RADIO   
($65 value)
Valid thursday,  
December 22 to Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016

FREE
‡ WItH 

PURCHASE

‡Receive a free RIDGID® 18V Compact Radio (1000755898) when you purchase a 2-Piece RIDGID® 18V X4 Drill and Impact Driver Combo Kit (1000742190), RIDGID® 18V X5 Brushless 2-Piece Combo Kit 
(1000845632) or RIDGID® 18V X5 5-Piece Combo Kit (1000837744) with in-store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 5 for details.1 ‡‡Receive a free 31-Piece RYOBI® Drill and Drive Kit 
(1000546266) when you purchase a 4-Piece RYOBI® ONE+ 18V Lithium Combo Kit (1000751344) with in-store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 5 for details.1

HIGH EFFICIENCYp

SAVE 13%

More BOXInG WEEK savings available  
online at homedepot.ca/boxingweekBOXING WEEK EVENT

DOOR‑IN‑DOOR™ 
DESIGN

p

Holds  

150 lbs. evenly      

    distributed  

     per sHelf

DOOR C
RASHER

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

St. Max student Lily Edmunds distributes stuffed animals at the Alzheimer Society of York Region  
last week.                     Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

By Brock Weir

Lily Edmunds knows all too well the 
positive impact therapy animals can 
have on those living with Alzheimer’s 
Disease.

The young philanthropist walked 
the walk with her own grandmother, 
and now, thanks to a grant to celebrate 
Canada’s 150th Birthday in 2017, Lily is 
helping spread that positivity to the 
Alzheimer Society one stuffed animal at 
a time. 

Last week, the 14-year-old St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School student handed over a veritable 
menagerie to the Aurora-based 
organization.

A three-year volunteer for the 
Walk For Alzheimer’s, Lily is a recent 
recipient of  RBC’s #Make150Count 
grant program, which is aimed to 
inspire thousands of  young people 
across the country to give back to their 
communities with a no-strings-attached 
cheque for $150. 

The only stipulation? Do something 
great with the dough. 

Lily first learned of  RBC’s program 
at We Day earlier this year.

“I was surprised that I got picked 
because there are many other people, 
and especially because the contest had 
a higher age group, I thought there 
definitely would be people who would 
be doing way more advanced stuff,” 

she says. “I was really happy that they 
messaged me and told me I got picked. 
I told them about my grandmother, who 
was battling Alzheimer’s for a really 
long time and that I wanted to use my 
$150 to help Alzheimer’s in some way.”

Her passion for volunteerism with 
the organization came through. Over 
the course of  her volunteerism, Lily 
says she learned stuffed animals were a 
great way of  providing therapy if  true 
therapy animals – particularly dogs and 
cats – were unavailable or otherwise 
impractical for use. 

“I looked up all sorts of  realistic 
dogs and cats because they are a very 
common pet,” she explains. “Then I got 
a message from the (Woodbridge-based 
toy company) Ganz and they said they 
wanted to donate 100 stuffed animals. 
They invited me to their warehouse 
sale, and I saw lots of  realistic dogs and 
cats that would be great for me to pick 
up. I spent approximately $250 on the 
stuffed animals and I spent a lot on a 
big stuffed animal dog for the Society. 
The [clients of  the Alzheimer Society] 
were really happy to get them. Some of  
them thought it was a real dog and they 
were pretty happy. They talked to me 
a lot about their life stories and it was 
really entertaining to talk to them and 
see them play with their new stuffed 
animals.”

When Lily’s grandmother began her 
journey with Alzheimer’s it was, of  

Stuffed animals #Make150Count for 
Alzheimer Society

course, very difficult for her family but 
her grandmother reassured them that 
“everything would be fine.” Her parents 
told her about the Alzheimer Society 
and after looking at their website, the 
young athlete decided to put her passion 
for running into action, taking part in 
the Walk For Alzheimer’s, for which she 
has been a significant participant and 
fundraiser for the past three years. 

“I just like helping the Alzheimer 
Society and seeing people’s faces,” says 
Lily. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a progressive, 
degenerative and fatal brain condition 
with no known cause or cure, and is 
the seventh leading cause of  death in 
Canada. In York Region, over 15,000 
people are living with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other dementias; 1 in 11 
are over age 65, increasing to 1 in 3 
over age 85, according to the Society.  
For more, visit www.alzheimeryork.
com. 

For more information visit 
york.ca/wastedepots or call 1-866-665-6752

ENHANCEMENTS  
COMING SOON!

The Georgina Transfer Station will be open during  
construction. Please expect delays.

Please check york.ca/wastedepots or call 1-866-665-6752  
for updated construction information.

•  Elevated platform with drop-off bins and a dedicated 
vehicle unloading area, making it easier for customers 
to unload materials

•  Dedicated road for service vehicles, improving 
customer experience and on-site traffic flow

•  New outbound weigh scale house to improve 
transaction process for customers exiting the site

•  Expanded list of acceptable bulky recyclables including 
drywall, untreated wood and foam packaging

•  Multi-purpose building with household hazardous 
waste depot and inbound weigh scale house

To serve you better, York Region will be constructing  
new features at the Georgina Transfer Station:

Georgina Transfer Station  
Household Hazardous Waste and Recycling Depot

23068 Warden Avenue, Georgina

On December 7 and 8, Regency Acres P.S. held its third annual Festive Shop. This is an event that gives 
students the opportunity to shop for new or gently-loved items donated by the parent community, as well 
neighbouring businesses. Parent and student volunteers labelled, sorted, wrapped, stocked, and helped 
students choose their special gifts so they are ready for holiday-giving. Students purchased items at ex-
tremely low prices and the proceeds went towards supporting the school’s parent, family and community 
engagement programs. “This event was made possible by the incredible leadership of the School Coun-
cil’s fundraising chair, Leah Clark” says Principal Lisa Leoni. “The support and response from the school 
community was overwhelming and is reflective of the positive relationship between school and commu-
nity.” Leah mentioned “the spirit of this event is Regency’s way of giving back, which makes it so fun and 
rewarding to organize. The sales this year have far exceeded previous years and we are excited for next 
year.” Pictured here are: Colin, Brooke, Rachel, Sarah, Mike, and Kendrah with moms Joan and Leah.  
                                      Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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CROSSWORD

Online Registration 
Available

CHRISTMAS 
DAY CAMPS

Not-for-profit,Sports Camp and Retreat Facility. Founded in 1967, specializing in horses, 
hockey and outdoor adventure programs, school groups, sports teams, corporate 

meetings and retreat groups of various kinds.

Dec. 28, 29, 30, 
Jan 3, 4, 5, 6 

Choose Regular
or Hockey Options

Ages 5-12

Teen Ranch 519-941-4501
www.teenranch.com

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

2.4% tax increased approved at last Council of 2016
By Brock Weir

Aurora households can expect a 2.4 
per cent tax increase in the New Year, 
following Council’s approval of  the 2017 
Municipal Operating Budget last week.

Council signed off  on the final 
component of  the complete 2017 Budget 
last Tuesday at the final formal Council 
meeting of  the year. Aurorans will see a 
3.1 per cent rise on the municipal portion 
of  their tax bill next year, which breaks 
down to a 2.1 per cent increase to the cost 
of  municipal services, plus a further 1 
per cent infusion to reserve accounts.

Combined with a tax increase from 
the Region of  York, this will combine 
to a 2.4 per cent overall tax increase, or 

approximately $168 more for the average 
Aurora property assessed at $770,000.

“We are pleased that staff  and 
Council were able to work together 
collaboratively to provide a budget that 
is fiscally responsible yet ensures we 
are maintaining and enhancing our 
Town in a way that makes it a premier 
community to live, work and play,” 
said Mayor Geoff  Dawe in a statement 
following the approval. “We are grateful 
for the feedback of  our residents 
throughout this process and are happy to 
say that their voices were heard. Citizen 
participation in the budget is critical 
and we want to thank all those who 
contributed their thoughts and ideas.”

Over the course of  last week’s 

discussions, Council members were full 
of  praise for the process that led up to 
the completed budget, particularly the 
Town’s Finance Advisory Committee 
setting a direction on what kind of  tax 
increase is acceptable, and for staff  in 
meeting those targets.

That being said, however, they said 
there is always room for improvement. 

“Where I would like to see us step up 
next year is to look for more efficiencies 
to what we do,” said Councillor Tom 
Mrakas. “There are a couple of  things 
we have approved that I don’t necessarily 
agree with and I am sure there are a 
couple other people who probably feel the 
same way, but as a majority we approved 
what we have. For me, a lot of  times what 
I see happening is when something comes 
forward and we say we need to increase 
service levels, or we need to do this, and 
we need to do that, the first response we 
get is we need new staff, we need to hire 
someone.

“To me, that is the wrong approach to 
take. We need to look at what we can do to 
utilize the staff  that we already have and 
create those efficiencies within what we 
have, and look at providing the same or 
better service for the same or less money. 
At the end of  the day I believe that is our 
job to get to that point. I believe it is also 
the job of  senior management staff. We’re 
all looking to provide the best service for 
our residents at the best possible price.”

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Paul Pirri: “We gave staff  a 
target, they met the target. I agree with 
Councillor Mrakas that not everything is 
exactly the way I would like to see it, but 
we do make decisions on consensus on 
the whole. It meets the target we set and 
I think services are going to be greatly 
improved.”

Councillor Michael Thompson, Chair 
of  the Finance Advisory Committee, said 
the comparatively new budget process 

is “working much better” than years 
past, and efficiency and value is always 
a driver, but longer-range planning is in 
order. The Councillor asked Treasurer 
Dan Elliott whether this was something 
that would be considered soon, but Mr. 
Elliott said that would be some time away.

“We are already looking at some of  the 
planning for the 2018 budget,” said Mr. 
Elliott. “We need to be more consistent 
in our longer-range operating planning 
in our departments, both from a revenue 
side, but also an operational service 
levels perspective. That framework is in 
its infancy, but it needs to continue to 
mature.

“I think perhaps during the next term 
of  Council we will be in a position to 
look longer-range at specific forecasts, 
very similar to what the Region of  York 
is in the discipline of  doing. However, I 
can say that our experience this year of  
inflation-plus style of  budget is probably 
in order for the next couple of  years as 
well. I want to say we could achieve those, 
but we haven’t sat down as a collective 
team [to see that] it is possible yet.”

For Councillor Thompson, this should 
be a goal for this term or the next one 
because Aurora’s continual march 
towards build-out can provide some 
challenges down the road.

“What we can do during the rest 
of  this term to move that bar forward 
and get us there, I certainly would 
encourage it. I would also like to ask 
that we start looking at the citizen 
budget survey,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “One of  the things that was 
frustrating this time around was we 
really didn’t take a look at enhancing 
the citizen budget tool until late in the 
process and unfortunately the vendor 
didn’t necessarily have the time to 
accommodate all that we were asking 
them to do. I think there is no time like 
the present to start taking a look at it.”

  Briefly
CHARGES LAID IN $30 MILLION FRAUD INVESTIGATION

A 56-year-old Aurora woman is among nine individuals charged in a $30 million fraud investigation, 
according to police. In November of  2014, the York Regional Police began investigating the accused John 
Simmonds and his company AC Simmonds Group. “Police and the Ontario Securities Commission received 
several complaints from victims alleging they had been defrauded by Simmonds and his co-accused,” said 
the YRP in a statement. “In early 2014, the company BLVD Holdings, one of  80 shell companies registered 
by the Simmonds Group, began the process of  acquiring a food shipping company in York Region. AC 
Simmonds was to purchase the company for $10 million from the original owner, who started the company 
and operated it for the past 45 years. Once Simmonds took control of  the business, he replaced the 
current system for maintaining the financial records to misrepresent the financial status of  the company. 
Simmonds and his co-accused systematically submitted fraudulent documentation from one of  his many 
shell companies and business interests to increase the value of  the company in order to secure additional 
money from lenders, creditors and investors. Between April and August of  2014, in the five month that 
Simmonds had taken control of  the food company, he funnelled large sums of  money out of  the existing 
business to himself, the co-accused and his shell companies to the point of  bankrupting the food company. 
The total value at this time is believed to be over $30 million.” The charges have not been proven in court.
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NEED HELP IN THE OFFICE? 
Place your Help Wanted ad in The  
Auroran Community Newspaper. Call 905-
727-3300 extension 102. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from Arthur immediately 
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butch-
ers with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  di-
rect hands on experience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties include cutting and 
sectioning of  meat, skinning and remov-
ing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary 
is $16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please apply in person at 7597 
Jones Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@ 
abatepackers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-848-2107.

C O N S T R U C T I O N  C O M PA N Y  
LOOKING for experienced, knowledg-
able,  on-si te  supervisor  for  the 
York Re gion area.  Please  email  
resume to :  s te pheno@intercity 
realty.com fax:  905-597-0493   of fice:  905- 
597 -0227 .

SERVICES

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

4  B E D R O O M  H O U S E  i n  
Sutton. Parking, close to schools. 
Available immediately. ALSO avail-
able 4 bedroom house in Keswick. 
Parking, close to schools. Available  
immediately.  Please call 416-846-3348 for 
more information.

SHEEPSKIN COAT –  Danier  100%sheep-
skin coat. Perfect condition. Only worn 
twice. $350 or best offer. For more informa-
tion and to view – 905-727-6497.

AURORA BAYVIEW/WELLINGTON 
semi-detached 3 bedroom, 4 bathrooms, plus 
office, finished basement. Open concept kitch-
en/family room. Available Jan. 1 2017. no 
smoking/pets. $1,950/mo. 416-732-7216

EMBASSY PRINT & DESIGN /Embassy 
Cards in Aurora is growing. Seeking P/T /FT 
Graphic Designer. Small print shop  Xerox /
Toshiba /printer/cutter experience an asset.
Salary commensurate with experience. Please 
e-mail Resume to cards@embassycards.com

AIR YORK TRANSPORT               
YORK REGION’S ONLY GOVERNMENT 
LICENCED AIRPORT TRANSPORTER
*Ideal for retired Seniors

Looking for Part or Full Time

Send Resume to “info@airyork.ca 
905-727-8861

• Driving Position
• Weekend Marketing Person

who has good communication skills with Seniors

“ Since 1989”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
CONCORD AREA POSITIONS:
• Maintenance Manager.. $80K
• Maintenance Electrician (Lic.) 
 $30 + / hr
• Maintenance Mechanic (Lic.)  
$30 +/ hr

• Millwright (Lic.)  $30 + / hr
• Manufacturing Supervisors, $60K_______________________________  

BOLTON OPPORTUNITIES
• Plant Engineer, Bolton, $90K
• Forklift Repairman, Bolton,  
$26.00 / hr.

• Forklift, Reach & C/B Cert.,  
$16.00 ..Afternoon shift

• Labourers $15.00 / hr.
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

DECEMBER 21 – 22
Theatre Aurora Theatre School presents 

A Christmas Story these evenings from 7.30 
– 9 p.m. at Theatre Aurora. This Holiday 
Classic comes to the stage! Bunny suit, 
Leg Lamp and a quest for a special present 
make this story a fun and sometimes 
familiar one to all! An evening of  family 
entertainment brought to you by the 
Theatre Aurora Kids Theatre School and 
young company! Tickets are only $10 and 
are available at the box office or online at 
www.theatreaurora.com.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
It’s in you to give – A blood donor clinic 

will be held at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) today from 
2.30 – 7 p.m. Blood donors are needed now 
more than ever. Did you know that recent 
changes involving new iron guidelines 
mean more donors are needed, because 
many donors will not be able to donate as 
often, so others must step forward to fill 
this gap by giving blood and encouraging 
friends and family to make giving a part 
of  their lives? In Ontario alone, 6,000 new 
blood donors are needed. Please join us at a 
holiday clinic, and bring a friend!

* * * * 
The Lions Club continues their Charity 

Gift Wrap tonight at the Aurora Shopping 
Centre. Located in the northwest corner of  
the plaza in the former medical clinic, the 
Lions will wrap your gifts while you shop – 
for a donation. All proceeds go to the Aurora 
Lions Christmas Basket Program that 
supplies individuals and families in need 
with grocery store gift cards. Donations of  
unwrapped gifts and non-perishable food 
are being accepted for the Salvation Army 
Christmas Campaign. Santa might be on 
hand to help with the wrapping. 6 – 9 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23
The Aurora Tigers will host their second 

annual Family Skate today from 12 noon – 
1.30 p.m. at the Aurora Community Centre. 
Skate with Slapshot and the Tigers for 
some great family fun.

*  * * * 
The Lions Club concludes their Charity 

Gift Wrap this afternoon and evening at the 
Aurora Shopping Centre. Located in the 
northwest corner of  the plaza in the former 
medical clinic, the Lions will wrap your 
gifts while you shop – for a donation. All 
proceeds go to the Aurora Lions Christmas 
Basket Program that supplies individuals 
and families in need with grocery store gift 
cards. Donations of  unwrapped gifts and 
non-perishable food are being accepted for 
the Salvation Army Christmas Campaign. 
Santa might be on hand to help with the 
wrapping. 4 – 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
The Town of  Aurora will ring in the 

new year this evening from 6 – 9 p.m. at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex with the 
annual Family First Night. Events include 
free skating, swimming and children’s 
activities to ring in 2017! For more, visit 
www.aurora.ca/firstnight.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
The Aurora Cultural Centre’s Great 

Artists Piano Series continues tonight 
with Han Chen from 8 – 10 p.m. Hailed 
by the New York Times as a pianist with 
“a graceful touch... rhythmic precision... 
hypnotic charm” (2012) and “sure, subtle 
touch,” (2014) Han Chen is a distinctive 
artist whose credentials at a young age 
already include important prizes in 
competitions of  traditional music as well 
as increasing respect in the avant-garde. 
Mr. Chen’s debut CD with Naxos Records, 
which consists of  all-Liszt operatic 
transcriptions, was released in January 
2016 as the first prize winner of  the 6th 
China International Piano Competition. 
International Piano magazine (UK) 
praised Mr. Chen’s performance in the 
competition, stating that “[Chen] displayed 
extraordinary strength, talent and flair.” 
Tickets are on sale now ($34 for adults, $28 
for seniors and students) by calling the 
Centre at 905-713-1818. Series sponsored by 
Norbert and Bonnie Kraft.

 To submit your event send details in 100 
words or less to letters@auroran.com with 
the subject line “Coming Events”.

Letters offer more than words
there was somebody home safe that cared 
about him? For a stranger to tell him 
that they loved him, wanted him home 
safe, and we all want them home?” Ms. 
Harrison ponders. “We might not agree 
with the conflict, but we have to support 
our military wherever they are.”

Despite this holiday season’s massive 
outpouring of  messages, it almost 
reached a significant stumbling block 
at the eleventh hour with Ms. Harrison 
being told by Canada Post they could 
not pick up the dozens of  boxes she had 
wrapped, prepared, and had ready to 
pick up in the lobby of  her apartment 
building. Some last minute intervention 
from the office of  Newmarket-Aurora MP 
Kyle Peterson, however, straightened out 
the situation and they were duly picked 
up by a postal worker who was very 
enthusiastic about the project.

“I was so upset,” says Ms. Harrison of  
the word she received from Canada Post 
just minutes before they were to arrive at 
her apartment. “I thought of  all the people 
who have sent love and compassion and 
were so proud of  our military. For them 
not to receive these cards would break 
the hearts of  all these children, knowing 
how much time they spent, and they 
didn’t get them. We had people sending 
cards out there who have their own sons 
and daughters embarked overseas for 
Christmas and for these cards not to go 
out would be just heartbreaking. 

“I was not going to stand for this, so 
I called Kyle Peterson’s office and they 
said they would take action. About 10 
minutes later I got a call from Canada 
Post saying they would take the boxes. 
In the meantime, I had called Ken White 
from the Royal Canadian Legion and, as 
an alternative, they said they would get 
them to Base Borden.”

But, everything ultimately fell into 
place. En route in the back of  the Canada 
Post van were thousands of  messages 
from all walks of  life, including over 

2,000 from a GTA church, hundreds from 
schools such as Northern Lights Public 
School, as well as Pickering College and 
Bogart Public School in Newmarket, 
another box of  100 from Aurora Town 
Hall, which encouraged municipal 
employees to get involved, and another 
hundred from an Aurora martial arts 
school. 

“We had 16 boxes around Town 
for people to drop them off,” says Ms. 
Harrison. “The kids were telling the 
soldiers about where they live, their 
schools, some took ballet lessons and 
asked if  their daughters did too. Our six 
year old granddaughter and I were doing 
a card and she asked me what she should 
write. She has been doing them since she 
was three and she was scribbling for the 
first few, but she knew words this year. 
She wrote her name and all of  a sudden 
she put her fingers down on the card 
and traced them. She said, ‘this means 
peace.’”

Since the cards went out on the next leg 
of  their journey, those who contributed 
to the campaign report responses back 
from soldiers based in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and Poland. 

“I hope every soldier knows that it is 
not just words that people have put on 
these cards, but it is love, compassion 
and pride,” says Ms. Harrison. “We’re so 
proud of  them and they are sacrificing 
so much. I want to thank [everyone who 
wrote] from the bottom of  my heart. 
We just put it out [in the media] and 
people picked this up. People I didn’t 
even know were putting it on Facebook 
and forwarding and forwarding it. They 
opened their hearts. They are showing 
the soldiers they are not forgotten and I 
think we should be able to do this all year 
round.

“Thank you to the parents and 
teachers who sat down with these 
children and being such role models to 
their communities, the veterans. It is 
endless the number of  people to thank.”

COMING EVENTS

the demolition of  Town-owned 
buildings at 52 and 56 Victoria 
Street pending the relocation 
of  tenants and begin a design 
exercise for redevelopment of  
Library Square.

Council is very pleased to move 
forward with plans to revitalize 
Aurora’s downtown core. With the 
input from residents, staff  and 
Council we can begin to develop this 
area to become a central point for 
community gatherings, celebrations 
and an attraction for tourists. For 
more information on the Cultural 
Precinct please visit, aurora.ca/
culturalprecinct.

Thank you to the patrons of  the 
Town’s annual Santa Under the Stars 
event for their food donations to the 

Aurora Food Pantry. Your generosity 
and kindness will make a difference for 
families in Aurora during this holiday 
season. Don’t miss our last event for 
the year, Aurora’s Family First Night 
on Saturday, December 31 from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex. Celebrate the new year 
with fun, free activities, shows and 
more. Visit aurora.ca/firstnight for 
additional details.

Stay connected to the Town. Visit the 
Town’s website, read the local Notice 
Board, subscribe to our social media 
feeds and sign-up for our monthly 
e-newsletter, Aurora Matters.

My door is always open, please feel 
free to email me with any questions or 
comments about the Town at mayor@
aurora.ca.

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday 
season filled with happiness and joy!

In Good Company
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   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

MORTGAGE/FINANCE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

LA
ND
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AP

E
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KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

HVAC

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

PARALEGAL

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

1st, 2nd, Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO ...WE SAY YES!!!
NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

416.992.5104
CALL OR TEXT

NEW HOME
Ga

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS
GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

Licensed Paralegal 
by the Law Society of Upper Canada 

➢ Small Claims 
➢ Landlord and Tenant Board 
➢ Criminal Summary Convictions 

➢ Provincial Offences 
➢ Highway Traffi c Tickets 
➢ Immigartion

Alanis Clubine alanis.paralegal@gmail.com
905-235-7277 Free Consultation Hablamos Espanol

Increases Confidence
 & SelfEsteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances SelfDiscipline

Great Exercise and
Fun for the Entire Family

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS

Enhances SelfDiscipline
Great Exercise and

Fun for the Entire Family

Increases Confidence
& SelfEsteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances Self Discipline

905-726-8886

                                             TM
Try Our

                      for Only   $19.95            
                                

www.northernkarate.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

MORTGAGE

Private Funds 
for Any Reason!

2.29% 5-Year Fixed 
2.05% 5-Year Variable

Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 
with today’s highest effi ciency models

up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home
• Finish basement with 20K
• Deck from $20 per square foot.

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

 
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning Services 

Vicky Roblin 
Tel: 905-967-0445
Cell: 647-333-7397
www.spar-clean.caSince 1996

Spar-Clean Inc.

AURORA CLEANING SERVICES

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• OFFICES

416-319-9683



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016Page  18              Page 19

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

SKYLIGHTS WATER
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

ADVERTISE

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

and other advertising mediums
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Sales Driven
Great Personal Skills

College Certificate  
or University Dipolma

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Zach Shoub,
General Manager
zach@lpcmedia.ca

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

Carrier Delivery! 

Kids...looking to make some Extra Money?
 

SENIOR CARRIERS WANTED 
to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

 Earn money while getting exercise. 
Contact Cephise 416-505-2770



THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, December 22, 2016Page  20              Page 21

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

* PLUS HST ALL LEASE PAYMENTS INCLUDE MANUFACTURERS INCENTIVES. LEASE PAYMENTS BASED IN 20,000KM/YEAR. LIMITED TIME LEASE AND FINANCE OFFERS AVAILABLE FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES ON APPROVED CREDIT. IN STOCK INVENTORY ONLY.

AURORA
TOYOTA

Exceeding Expectations

CHOOSE 
YOUR 
BEST 
DEALPick   a Box

NO CHARGE 
RUST PROOF

PACKAGE

NO CHARGE 
TOYOTA EXTENDED

SERVICE PLAN

0%FINANCE OR LEASEPlus AVAILABLE ON SELECT 
2016/2017 MODELS

$4000CASH INCENTIVES UP TO AVAILABLE ON 
SELECT 2016 MODELS

NO CHARGE 
SNOW TIRES**

3 PAYMENTS 
ON US*ON US

400040004000400040004000
2017 SIENNA 2017 COROLLA iM 2016 VENZA 2017 TUNDRA

*UP TO $333 
PER PAYMENT TO A 

TOTAL OF $1000

48 MONTHS OR 100,000KM

**** RIMS AND 
INSTALL EXTRA

BOXING
DEC 30292827

BOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXINGBOXING
2017 COROLLA 2017 RAV 4 2017 CAMRY 2017 HIGHLANDER

AURORA TOYOTAat
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HondaOntario.com
Ontario Honda Dealers

COLOUR AND TRIM AVAILABILITY MAY VARY.
DEALER TRADE MAY BE NECESSARY.

BRING HOME A 
HOLIDAY BONUS

HOLIDAY BONUS ON ALL REMAINING MODELS

2016 
CR-V

GET 
A

$3,000
‡

‡3,000 Holiday Bonus applies to retail customer agreements for new 2016 CR-V models concluded between December 1st, 2016 and January 3rd, 2017. Bonus is comprised of $1,500 customer incentive which is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes (can be combined with advertised lease 
and finance rates); plus $1,500 non-stackable customer cash which is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes (available for Honda retail customers except customers who lease or finance through HFS at a subvented rate of interest offered by Honda as part of a low rate interest program. 
All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates). For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only valid for Ontario residents at participating Ontario Honda Dealers. Dealer 
may lease/sell for less. Dealer trade may be necessary. Colour and trim availability may vary by dealer. Vehicles and accessories are for illustration purposes only. Offers, prices and features subject to change without notice. See your Ontario Honda Dealer or visit HondaOntario.com for full details. 

OHBR16469_10.5X6.858_(CR-V).indd   1 2016-11-30   3:55 PM

Test Drive Yours Today
All New 2017 Civic Hatchback

BLOWOUT 
SALE!

*with vehicle purchase, 
at time of delivery.

Expries Dec. 31/16

$200
*PLUS get a 

GAS CARD 
             WITH THIS 
                        COUPON/AD

00

2016 NORTH AMERICAN
Civic! 

CAR OF THE YEAR!

Celebrating

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28TH
& THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29TH ONLY
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ALL NEW 

*Purchase and install a set of Genuine Honda replacement brake pads at a participating Honda Dealer and your Dealer will provide brake pads for the same brake component system at no charge for as long as you own the vehicle. Terms and Conditions: 1. Only available for bona fi de purchasers of Genuine 
Honda replacement front or rear brake pads for Honda automobiles (certain model exclusions may apply) on or after July 4, 2016. Guarantee includes brake pad parts only for the specifi c brake component system they were purchased and installed for (front or rear). Initial and subsequent brake pad 
replacements during the valid Guarantee period must be installed by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. This warranty is not valid at dealers in the United States. 2. Installation and any other consequential labour or parts required to return the brake system to its 
original operating condition are excluded. Machining and replacement of brake discs are excluded. Guarantee does not cover loss of use, towing charges, transportation or other incidental damages or parts supplied by customer. 3. All Factory recommended maintenance must be completed as specifi ed 
by the vehicle’s Maintenance Minder system and owner’s manual. All other brake system component replacements must be done with Genuine Honda parts and by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer for Guarantee on brake pad parts to be valid. Brake system component 
replacements done with parts other than Genuine Honda may void Guarantee. 4. Guarantee is applicable to regular wear only, based on Honda Technician inspection and recommendation. Brake pad thickness for parts in which Guarantee applies to must be documented as 2mm or less in order to qualify for 
replacement under the Guarantee. 5. Guarantee is non-transferable and applies only to the original purchaser of the replacement brake pad parts on the vehicle it was installed. Not applicable to wholesale customers or over-the-counter purchases. 6. No extra charge for Lifetime Guarantee and no substitutions. 
7. A copy of the repair order/invoice must be retained and presented to the participating Honda Dealer as proof of purchase and eligibility at time of brake pad replacement under this Guarantee. 8. Lifetime Brake Pad Guarantee does not apply to vehicles that have been modifi ed or used for racing purposes. 
9. Off er is subject to change or cancellation at any time. Valid in Canada only and for purchases in Canada only. Excludes all other Guarantees, expressed or implied. Guarantee eligibility applies to Canadian VINs only. See your local participating Honda Dealer for more details. 10. This Guarantee does not 
apply to vehicles equipped with Brake Shoes or Brake Drums. †Should you fi nd a lower advertised price within thirty (30) days before or after the purchase of qualifying tires from a participating Honda Dealer, present the Honda Dealer where you purchased or intend to purchase qualifying tires with proof 
of the advertised price and they will match the lower price. Off er does not apply to quotes or advertised prices from outside Canada, online auction sites, wholesalers, online retailers that have no physical stores in Canada, close out/liquidation/clearance sales, advertising errors or misprints or restricted 
off ers. Subject to stock availability. Qualifying tires must be purchased and installed at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. Advertised item must: (i) be an in-stock brand, excluding Bridgestone, be of the same brand, size, model, sidewall, speed and load rating; (ii) be sold through an authorized 
retailer located in Canada; and (iii) be in Canadian dollars. Lowest Price Guarantee does not apply to costs associated with labour, valve stems, mounting/balancing, disposal fees and taxes. Some restrictions apply. Off er subject to change or cancellation without notice. Ask your Honda Dealer for details. 
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A perfect pair for 
less-than-perfect weather.
This season, get our lifetime guarantee on brake pads* 

and our lowest price guarantee on tires†.

DEALER INFO GOES HERE

*Purchase and install a set of Genuine Honda replacement brake pads at a participating Honda Dealer and your Dealer will provide brake pads for the same brake component system at no charge for as long as you own the vehicle. Terms and Conditions: 1. Only available for bona fi de purchasers of Genuine 
Honda replacement front or rear brake pads for Honda automobiles (certain model exclusions may apply) on or after July 4, 2016. Guarantee includes brake pad parts only for the specifi c brake component system they were purchased and installed for (front or rear). Initial and subsequent brake pad 
replacements during the valid Guarantee period must be installed by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. This warranty is not valid at dealers in the United States. 2. Installation and any other consequential labour or parts required to return the brake system to its 
original operating condition are excluded. Machining and replacement of brake discs are excluded. Guarantee does not cover loss of use, towing charges, transportation or other incidental damages or parts supplied by customer. 3. All Factory recommended maintenance must be completed as specifi ed 
by the vehicle’s Maintenance Minder system and owner’s manual. All other brake system component replacements must be done with Genuine Honda parts and by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer for Guarantee on brake pad parts to be valid. Brake system component 
replacements done with parts other than Genuine Honda may void Guarantee. 4. Guarantee is applicable to regular wear only, based on Honda Technician inspection and recommendation. Brake pad thickness for parts in which Guarantee applies to must be documented as 2mm or less in order to qualify for 
replacement under the Guarantee. 5. Guarantee is non-transferable and applies only to the original purchaser of the replacement brake pad parts on the vehicle it was installed. Not applicable to wholesale customers or over-the-counter purchases. 6. No extra charge for Lifetime Guarantee and no substitutions. 
7. A copy of the repair order/invoice must be retained and presented to the participating Honda Dealer as proof of purchase and eligibility at time of brake pad replacement under this Guarantee. 8. Lifetime Brake Pad Guarantee does not apply to vehicles that have been modifi ed or used for racing purposes. 
9. Off er is subject to change or cancellation at any time. Valid in Canada only and for purchases in Canada only. Excludes all other Guarantees, expressed or implied. Guarantee eligibility applies to Canadian VINs only. See your local participating Honda Dealer for more details. 10. This Guarantee does not 
apply to vehicles equipped with Brake Shoes or Brake Drums. †Should you fi nd a lower advertised price within thirty (30) days before or after the purchase of qualifying tires from a participating Honda Dealer, present the Honda Dealer where you purchased or intend to purchase qualifying tires with proof 
of the advertised price and they will match the lower price. Off er does not apply to quotes or advertised prices from outside Canada, online auction sites, wholesalers, online retailers that have no physical stores in Canada, close out/liquidation/clearance sales, advertising errors or misprints or restricted 
off ers. Subject to stock availability. Qualifying tires must be purchased and installed at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. Advertised item must: (i) be an in-stock brand, excluding Bridgestone, be of the same brand, size, model, sidewall, speed and load rating; (ii) be sold through an authorized 
retailer located in Canada; and (iii) be in Canadian dollars. Lowest Price Guarantee does not apply to costs associated with labour, valve stems, mounting/balancing, disposal fees and taxes. Some restrictions apply. Off er subject to change or cancellation without notice. Ask your Honda Dealer for details. 
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A perfect pair for 
less-than-perfect weather.
This season, get our lifetime guarantee on brake pads* 

and our lowest price guarantee on tires†.

DEALER INFO GOES HERE

*Purchase and install a set of Genuine Honda replacement brake pads at a participating Honda Dealer and your Dealer will provide brake pads for the same brake component system at no charge for as long as you own the vehicle. Terms and Conditions: 1. Only available for bona fi de purchasers of Genuine 
Honda replacement front or rear brake pads for Honda automobiles (certain model exclusions may apply) on or after July 4, 2016. Guarantee includes brake pad parts only for the specifi c brake component system they were purchased and installed for (front or rear). Initial and subsequent brake pad 
replacements during the valid Guarantee period must be installed by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. This warranty is not valid at dealers in the United States. 2. Installation and any other consequential labour or parts required to return the brake system to its 
original operating condition are excluded. Machining and replacement of brake discs are excluded. Guarantee does not cover loss of use, towing charges, transportation or other incidental damages or parts supplied by customer. 3. All Factory recommended maintenance must be completed as specifi ed 
by the vehicle’s Maintenance Minder system and owner’s manual. All other brake system component replacements must be done with Genuine Honda parts and by a Honda Certifi ed Technician at a participating Honda Dealer for Guarantee on brake pad parts to be valid. Brake system component 
replacements done with parts other than Genuine Honda may void Guarantee. 4. Guarantee is applicable to regular wear only, based on Honda Technician inspection and recommendation. Brake pad thickness for parts in which Guarantee applies to must be documented as 2mm or less in order to qualify for 
replacement under the Guarantee. 5. Guarantee is non-transferable and applies only to the original purchaser of the replacement brake pad parts on the vehicle it was installed. Not applicable to wholesale customers or over-the-counter purchases. 6. No extra charge for Lifetime Guarantee and no substitutions. 
7. A copy of the repair order/invoice must be retained and presented to the participating Honda Dealer as proof of purchase and eligibility at time of brake pad replacement under this Guarantee. 8. Lifetime Brake Pad Guarantee does not apply to vehicles that have been modifi ed or used for racing purposes. 
9. Off er is subject to change or cancellation at any time. Valid in Canada only and for purchases in Canada only. Excludes all other Guarantees, expressed or implied. Guarantee eligibility applies to Canadian VINs only. See your local participating Honda Dealer for more details. 10. This Guarantee does not 
apply to vehicles equipped with Brake Shoes or Brake Drums. †Should you fi nd a lower advertised price within thirty (30) days before or after the purchase of qualifying tires from a participating Honda Dealer, present the Honda Dealer where you purchased or intend to purchase qualifying tires with proof 
of the advertised price and they will match the lower price. Off er does not apply to quotes or advertised prices from outside Canada, online auction sites, wholesalers, online retailers that have no physical stores in Canada, close out/liquidation/clearance sales, advertising errors or misprints or restricted 
off ers. Subject to stock availability. Qualifying tires must be purchased and installed at a participating Honda Dealer in Canada. Advertised item must: (i) be an in-stock brand, excluding Bridgestone, be of the same brand, size, model, sidewall, speed and load rating; (ii) be sold through an authorized 
retailer located in Canada; and (iii) be in Canadian dollars. Lowest Price Guarantee does not apply to costs associated with labour, valve stems, mounting/balancing, disposal fees and taxes. Some restrictions apply. Off er subject to change or cancellation without notice. Ask your Honda Dealer for details. 
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and our lowest price guarantee on tires†.
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The fully redesigned and reengineered 

2017 CR-V is the fi fth generation 

of Honda’s immensely popular 

fi ve-passenger compact SUV, 

one of the top-selling 

SUV in Canada for the past 20 years.

The 2017 CR-V boasts

bold and sophisticated new styling, 

a more spacious, versatile 

and premium-quality interior, 

its fi rst-ever turbocharged engine, 

and a host of new features and technologies 

for improved connectivity, comfort and convenience. 

Based on an all-new platform architecture, 

the new CR-V also targets the highest levels 

of quality and driving refi nement in its class, 

including top-in-class steering precision, 

ride comfort, body control and cabin quietness.

Test Drive yours today! 

www.newmarkethonda.com

2017 HONDA CRV!

SERVICE MAINTENANCE


