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A new high school shouldn’t spell 
the end of Williams: Council

By Brock Weir

A new high school should be built 
on Aurora’s east side, but a new 
school in the Town’s fastest growing 
neighbourhood shouldn’t mean the end 
of  Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School.

That was the message Council 
members drove home last week when 
they unanimously approved a motion 
from Councillor John Abel that 
formalized Council’s support for a 
new high school off  Bayview Avenue 
just north of  Wellington Street East on 
land that has already been secured by 
the York Region District School Board 

for that purpose.
Council hoped delaying their 

decision until last Tuesday would 
give school trustee Peter Adams-
Luchowski, or a representative of  the 
Board, a chance to provide further 
input on the matter but, when that 
didn’t pan out, local lawmakers forged 
ahead.

In supporting Councillor Abel’s 
motion, Councillors rejected an 
amendment proposed by Councillor 
Michael Thompson, which said 
Council would support the new 
school’s construction as a “third” high 
school in the area.

“I think there is agreement around 
the table, and the residents have 
amply demonstrated that there is a 
need for the area,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson to his amendment. 
“It allows us to continue to advocate 
on behalf  of  the residents with York 
Region to try and make some progress 
on that property without any concerns 
of  there being an impact to anything 
else.”

The amendment, however, set off  
alarm bells with other Councillors who 
said it would indeed have an impact. 

By Brock Weir

Santa’s reindeer are in a 
competition right now on just who 
will be joining him in Aurora next 
Wednesday as he helps turn on the 
lights of  Aurora’s Official Christmas 
Tree.

After a rollicking Santa Under the 
Stars on Saturday night, Santa and at 
least five of  his celebrated reindeer 
are set to make another trip to Aurora 
from the North Pole on Wednesday, 
December 7 for a night of  family fun 

THE MAN OF THE HOUR – Santa Claus greets thousands of his adoring fans as he makes his way down Yonge Street on Saturday night for the annual 
Santa Under the Stars Parade. Rain did not mar the spirit of the season as hundreds took part in the procession from Orchard Heights in the north to Murray 
Drive in the south including (inset) members of the Aurora Youth Soccer Club, who offered the crowds some diet tips on behalf of the elves! For full coverage 
of the parade, please see Pages 18 and 19. 							                                         Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

A NEW GIG – For nearly two decades, Harry Vowles, pictured above with Lori Hood, brought smiles 
to kids’ faces as one of Santa’s helpers at Yorkdale Mall. Chances are that, over the weekend, the  
91-year-old Chartwell Aurora resident brought a smile to your face as he broke in his new gig, with  
a little help from his residence, the Town, and a local business. For more, please see Page 10. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Thursday, December 1 4 p.m. Leksand Room Accessibility Advisory Committee
Monday, December 5 2:30 p.m. Tannery Room Community Recognition Review Advisory Committee
Monday, December 5 6 p.m. Council Chambers Council Workshop
Tuesday, December 6 6 p.m. Council Chambers Special Council 
Tuesday, December 6 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee
Thursday, December 8 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, December 8 7 p.m. Leksand Room Economic Development Advisory Committee
Monday, December 12 7 p.m. Holland Room Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, December 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, December 14 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Aurora Public Library Board
Wednesday, December 14 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, December 15 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting aurora.ca/gcstream 

 
2017 Budget

Schedule of Meetings

Budget meetings are held at Aurora Town Hall, located at  
100 John West Way. Public input is welcome at the beginning  
of each meeting.

Tuesday, September 27 • 7 p.m. 
Capital Budget Kick-off

Saturday, October 15 • 9 a.m. 
Capital Budget Review

Tuesday, November 8 • 7 p.m. 
Capital Budget Approval 
Operating Budget Kick-off

Monday, November 14 • 9 a.m. 
Operating Budget

Monday, November 21 • 7 p.m. 
Aurora Public Library, Aurora Cultural Centre 
Aurora Historical Society

Monday, November 28 • 7 p.m. 
Operating Budget

Tuesday, November 29 • 7 p.m. 
Operating Budget 

Tuesday, December 13 • 7 p.m. 
Operating Budget Approval

Complete

Please note, this schedule is subject to change.  
For up-to-date information, please visit aurora.ca/budget 

At this regularly-scheduled Council meeting, Aurora Town 
Council will have the opportunity to review and approve the 
Operating Budget.

Not able to attend the meetings? 
There are many other ways to get involved.

Budget presentations will  
be posted regularly on our  
website at aurora.ca/2017budget

Share your thoughts on Facebook  
and Twitter #aurorabudget2017

Call us at 905-727-1375

Send your feedback to 
ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

Selected meetings will be 
broadcast on Rogers Television, 
channel 10 and streamed live at 
rogerstv.com

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Upcoming

Complete

Register for Winter 2017 Programs & Activities 

Registration is now open for winter programs and activities. 
Aquatics registration starts on Monday, December 5. 

Please check out the Winter 2017 Program Guide for details at 
aurora.ca/recguide.

Events at the Aurora Public Library (APL)

Holiday Open House

Don’t miss the holiday open house on Saturday, December 3 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

Enjoy hot chocolate, cookies and holiday fun! Pose for a fun 
holiday picture, enjoy a festive storytime with carols, seasonal 
books and more!

International Human Rights Day

Celebrate our human rights with APL and Amnesty International 
on Saturday, December 10 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Family Storytime and community art are all part of the festivities. 
Meet your local Amnesty International Chapter, write a letter,  
pick-up some information and enjoy our displays.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Recreation Program Credits

In August 2016, the Town of Aurora’s Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Department updated the Town’s recreation 
program registration system. 

If you have a credit on your account from a previous program or 
rental, please contact us at 905-726-4770 or rleisure@aurora.ca 
to confirm your credit and to make refund arrangements.

Please note, credits must be claimed by Thursday, December 22, 
2016. After this date, credits with a transaction date on or before 
December 31, 2014 will no longer be valid or refundable.

Notice of Service Disruption – Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex

There will be a scheduled service disruption at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex (SARC).

These disruptions include:

On Saturday, December 3, all swims will be cancelled at the SARC 
for a National Synchro competition.

All regularly scheduled aquatics programs and swim schedules will 
resume on Sunday, December 4.

On behalf of the Town of Aurora we would like to thank you for 
your patience and we apologize for any inconvenience.

For more information, please contact 905-727-3123 ext. 3126.

 

Pay your parking ticket with a toy! 

In the spirit of the holiday season, the Town of Aurora 
is pleased to announce the return of the Toys for Tickets 
program!

For every person who receives a parking ticket in Aurora*, 
the fine can be paid by donating a new unwrapped 
children’s toy. 

All toys will be donated to local toy drives.

The program is valid on tickets issued between Tuesday, 
November 15 and Thursday, December 1. 

Toy donations will only be accepted at Aurora Town Hall, 
Access Aurora (1st Floor) at 100 John West Way until 
Wednesday, December 7 at 5 p.m.

Thank you for helping us make a positive difference in a 
child’s life this holiday season.

* Please note, the program excludes “Park in a fire route,” 
“Park in a disabled persons parking space” and “Obstruct 
a disabled persons parking space” offences.

Our winter overnight parking pilot program will allow for 
parking on residential streets overnight, provided the Town 
has not called a snow event.

For more information about this program and parking 
enforcement, please visit aurora.ca/snow or call Access Aurora 
at 905-727-1375.

Seniors Trip to Niagara Fallsview Casino

Join the Aurora Seniors’ Centre trip to Niagara Fallsview Casino 
on Wednesday, January 25, 2017. This trip includes return 
transportation via deluxe coach, visit to the Niagara Fallsview 
Casino and $10 slot voucher to be used at the casino. For more 
information, please call 905-727-4767.

Municipal Tree Pruning

The Town of Aurora will be pruning municipal trees on the 
following streets from November 2016 to January 2017:

• Bonny Meadows Drive
• Buttonwood Trail
• Carlyle Crescent
• Catherine Avenue
• Chiswick Crescent
• Closs Square
• Corner Ridge Road
• Cossar Avenue
• Devins Drive
• Devlin Place
• McClenny Drive
• McNally Way
• Murray Drive
• Tree Grove Circle
• Walton Drive
• Willis Drive

For more information, please contact the Town’s Parks division at 
905-727-3123, ext. 3233.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

December Skylight Gallery – Joanne (Giovanna) 
Epworth

Come and experience the bold, authentic and passionate 
artwork of Giovanna Epworth in the Skylight Gallery.

Giovanna’s art on display will feature acrylic ink and mixed 
medias. 

For more information on the artwork from Giovanna Epworth, 
please visit www.giovannaart.ca.

Regular viewing times are from Monday to Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd floor. 

The artist’s reception is on Friday, December 2 at 7 p.m.

The 2016 Aurora Santa Claus parade was a great success. Thank you to our Corporate 
Sponsors: Aurora Home Hardware, Pfaff Newmarket, PowerStream and TD Bank Group.
 
Extended thanks for the exceptional marshalling job done by the Optimist Club of Aurora, 
the crowd control done by the Don Valley REACT and great traffic control assistance from 
York Regional Police and York Regional Police Auxiliary Units. 
 
A big thank you to all those who donated time, equipment, services and goodwill:

 

The float winners from the 2016 parade were:
 
Best Commercial – A2Y Dance Inc.
Best Non Commercial – Aurora Winter Blues Festival
Best Service Club – The Optimist Club of Aurora
Best Decorated – Miller Waste Systems Inc.
Most Original – The Salvation Army
Mayor’s Choice – Pace Credit Union
 
Thank you to the many residents and visitors who attended this parade and who have 
made this annual event a success.
 
The parade will be aired on Rogers at the following times:

THANK YOU

• Aurora Community Volunteers
• Canadian Tire Aurora
• Casey Transportation
• Highland Chev Olds

• St. Andrew’s Shopping Centre
• St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club
• Town of Aurora – Parks
• Town of Aurora – IES

• December 10 at 2 p.m.
• December 11 at 2 p.m.
• December 13 at 2 p.m.

• December 14 at 11 p.m.
• December 15 at 5 p.m.
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PASSING OF HERITAGE DESIGNATION BY-LAW 
TAKE NOTICE THAT the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora passed the following By-law to 
designate the following property to be of cultural heritage value or interest:

 By-law Number 5918-16, passed on November 8, 2016, to designate the  
 “The Edward Coltham Farm House” located at 15 William Graham Drive, Part of Block 164, 
 Plan 65M- 4424, designated as Part 1 on Plan 65R-36588, Town of Aurora, Regional  
 Municipality of York

DATED at Aurora this 1st day of December, 2016.

Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 • 905-727-1375 • www.aurora.ca/publicnotices

Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

BOOK YOUR PERSONAL TOUR, TODAY!
905-895-1700 ext. 277

DISCOVER
PICKERING COLLEGE

CONNECT WITH US:  
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca 
16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON  
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/discoverPC

Learning For Life. Creating The Future.

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program strikes the ideal 
balance between challenging students to develop critical thinking 
and real-world life skills that can be applied to their university career 
and beyond. 

As a result of their studies, students develop valuable skills, including:

• advanced academic ability

• time management and self-reliance

• strong research and writing

• critical thinking abilities

• leadership and mentorship

• dialogue, communication and presentation

• design, invent and problem solve

Pilot Yonge and Wellington turning 
ban gets final greenlight

By Brock Weir 

A three-month pilot project, which 
will see a ban on left turns made on 
Yonge Street at Wellington starting 
in April got the final green light at 
Council last week.

The pilot project, which will 
conclude on June 30, 2017, is intended 
to improve traffic flow at Aurora’s 
busiest intersection and was the result 
of  months of  talks both around the 
Council table and at the Region of  
York.

Starting April 1, left turns onto 
Wellington Street from northbound 
and southbound Yonge Street traffic 
will be banned Monday to Friday from 
7 a.m. to 9 a.m., and again from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., with exceptions in place for 
York Region Transit.

The pilot project was approved at 
the Regional Level on October 6 and 
received final approval by Aurora 
Council in a 6 – 2 vote. Voting against 
the plan were Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
and Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 
Councillor Paul Pirri was absent from 
the meeting.

While Council members said they 
remained concerned over the impact a 
left turn ban would have on surrounding 
residential neighbourhoods, they said 
ongoing traffic monitoring will provide 
them with clear data on whether the 
pilot proves successful. 

“We have all been to that intersection 
and we have all seen what goes 
on,” said Councillor Tom Mrakas, 
getting the ball rolling on last week’s 
discussion. “It is not the be all and end 
all solution, but I think it could be one 
thing in combination with many others 
[including] do we look at removing 
parking restrictions? I think that is 
something we need to look at down the 
road, but I think this is just something 
that we’re going to try, the Region 
supports it [and] their staff  think it is 
a worthwhile exercise to get that data.”

The Councillors were responding to 
ongoing issues outlined to Council by 
a resident in open forum. Councillor 
Humfryes said he made “excellent” 
points, but pointed out many 
suggestions had been made over the 
years and nothing had been done.

“If  this is going to fail, we will 
quickly pull it,” she said. “I think 
we can build on something that will 
function nicely in the times during 
rush hour and slower times and I 
think it will make a big difference. 
I am looking forward to getting this 
launched and we can turn it off  pretty 
quickly if  it fails miserably. If  it does 
show some relief, maybe we can keep it 

going from there.”
Indeed, according to Mayor Dawe, 

Aurora’s representative at the Regional 
Council table, mechanisms are in place 
for Regional Staff  to pull the plug on 
the pilot project if  they, or Council 
members start to see any negative 
impacts.

This was welcome news to Councillor 
Gaertner, but she said she still couldn’t 
support the pilot.

“I have heard from a lot of  residents 
that do not want this pilot project to 
happen and I am going to be voting 
against it to respect those residents’ 
wishes, but I really hope it works out 
because we really need something to 
work.”

But others said they were willing to 
give it a try. 

“Like a lot of  us who travel in Aurora, 
we get to know certain spots very well 
and the residents there would know 
as well as anyone the contributing 
factors,” said Councillor John Abel. 
“I am willing to try the pilot and I am 
hoping it works.”

Added Councillor Harold Kim: 
“When you hear the experiences of  
those who travel the intersection on a 
regular basis, it does hit home in terms 
of  the gravity of  the decision you will 
be making. I have heard from just as 
many for the left turn restriction as 
against. We have had this issue for 
many, many years in Aurora and I 
think the delegate made a great point 
that there may be very little difference 
or a mildly better experience, and we 
shouldn’t use that as a scorecard to 
make that permanent.”

For Councillor Kim, and Councillor 
Abel, it was very important to get 
that hard data back. The numbers, 
Councillor Kim said, have to be very 
“convincing” for Council to make this 
pilot project permanent. 

“If  the data is not convincing to keep 
it this way, I am willing to go back to 
the way it was.”

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

“We’re going to look at some data 
that is going to be measured both before 
and after on the project to look at what 
is currently happening in terms of  
traffic patterns and infiltration into 
that intersection,” he said. “We’ll look 
at the repercussions and impacts of  
the left turn restrictions and then we 
will make a decision based on that 
information when this comes back. I 
think this is a way…to make some real 
headway on the traffic issues that have 
been plaguing the Town of  Aurora for 
many years.”

Run for Southlake heads north
By Brock Weir

It has been a long-standing Aurora 
tradition for over a decade, founded in 
honour of  the late Aurora councillor 
Bob Hartwell, but now the annual Run 
for Southlake is moving to Newmarket.

The Run, formally dubbed the 
Hartwell Challenge in memory of  the 
avid runner who died doing what he 
loved to do best, will unfold next year on 
Davis Drive, giving Southlake Regional 
Health Centre – and its staff, patients 
and volunteers – a front row seat to the 
action.

According to Steve Hinder, a member 
of  the Southlake Regional Health Centre 
Foundation, there have recently been 
challenges in Aurora. Past events have 
taken place each spring at the Aurora 
Community Centre but made the move 
two years ago to the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex with the run taking 
place on Wellington Street East and 
north on Leslie Street. 

“We have struggled with routes 
in Aurora because we have had to 
constantly change,” says Mr. Hinder. 
“Now, Leslie Street was going to be 
under construction for a period of  time 
and now that [Davis Drive] construction 
is done…we wanted there to be a 
permanent route.

“Once the hospital became the 
beneficiary of  the run, which has 
been over the last eight or nine years, 
the long-term goal has always been to 
incorporate the hospital. We have tried 
all kinds of  different options in terms 

of  half-marathon, the 10K, and it and 
it has turned out that the 5K is, in fact, 
the most popular. The 5k is an event that 
not only allows families to participate – 
and it is a fundraiser we’re providing for 
the hospital. To allow the participants 
to run in front of  the hospital a couple 
of  times and have patients out on the 
bridge over Davis Drive. The fact Davis 
Drive has been under construction for a 
number of  years is the reason we didn’t 
do it sooner.”

Last year, the number of  participants 
enrolled for the Run for Southlake was 
lower than at previous events, says Mr. 
Hinder. The weather worked against 
them, there was construction along the 
route, and there were other “Challenges” 
that had to be addressed.

“It was difficult for them to even get 
to the site,” says Mr. Hinder. “It wasn’t 
through lack of  effort from any of  
the planning group, it is because the 
community is changing – and Davis 
Drive is not changing. Once you do it 
once, you have a route established. If  
you look at any of  the big races and runs 
anywhere else, they have the same route 
every year, people know what to expect, 
and it does help grow the event and 
increase the numbers. It is a fundraiser 
and that is the goal.”

As a colleague of  Mr. Hartwell at 
Council, Mr. Hinder says Bob would 
be “thrilled” to see the event move 
to Southlake because it “benefits the 
greater population that supports the 
hospital and…its patients on an ongoing 
sustainable basis.”
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

Media “controlled” election 
message, says reader

Machell’s Corners

The Power of Knowledge

This is in response to Stephen 
Somerville’s “Front Porch Perspective” 
on President Elect Trump on November 
24. 

It was refreshing to read a different 
perspective than what has been 
provided in much of  the media  
coverage of  this campaign.

The media is biased in its reporting 
of  Trump.

A 2014 survey showed that 93 per 
cent of  journalists in the U.S. are 
Democrats. WikiLeaks emails showed 
the unethical connection between the 
New York Times, ABC, NBC, CNN, 
MSNBC and others as they operated as 
an extension of  the Clinton campaign.

Their perspectives were parroted in 
our Canadian media.

Dr. Alveda King, Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s niece, endorsed Trump, as did 
Obama’s half- brother. When Trump 
was a Democrat, he was praised by Rev. 
Jesse Jackson for being a role model for 
diversity in hiring in New York as well 
as being a friend.

Despite having no proof  of  racism, 
the media and others labelled Trump a 
racist.

After eight years, Obama has added 
$9.6 trillion in debt, and will be the only 
President not to have a year of  3 per cent 
GDP growth. Obama’s legacy includes 
the lowest labor participation rate since 
the 1970s, the worst economic recovery 
since the 1940s, and the lowest home 
ownership rate in 51 years. Obamacare 
is imploding with insurers running for 
the hills, and costs skyrocketing for the 
foreseeable future.

Clinton represented a continuation 
of  Obama’s failed policies including 
failed foreign policy.

Unlike Clinton, Trump was not 
supported by Wall St., the Washington 
elite, the media, lobby groups or the 
billionaire anarchist George Soros.

No wonder so many Americans 
voted for a non-politician with a 
proven track record as a builder and a 
businessman even if  he occasionally 
makes insensitive remarks.

Shelley Wister
Aurora

Nobody wants to be a captive audience, 
but sometimes it is just easier – and more 
fruitful – to simply go with the flow.

Last Wednesday night I had the pleasure 
of  sitting through the final dress rehearsal 
of  the musical Spring Awakening, now on 
stage at Theatre Aurora.

Brought to life by director Sergio 
Calderon and a cast of  13, it is a potent and 
evocative mix of  teen angst, sex, and the 
exploration of  sexuality, sexual identity, 
intolerance, abortion, and rape.

You’re right; this is no Sound of  Music. 
Despite the iconic Rodgers & Hammerstein 
musical being set in Austria, and this 
period musical by Steven Slater and 
Duncan Sheik set next door in Germany, it 
is there the similarities end.

There are no happy-go-lucky nuns or 
lonely goatherds here in this unusually 
gritty tale. 

That is not to say taking in Spring 
Awakening is not a fun and indulgent way 
to spend an evening, because it certainly is, 
but it provides plenty of  food for thought.

One of  the plot threads that particularly 
caught my attention was the relationship 
between the enlightened leading man 
Melchior and his naïve, sheltered leading 
lady Wendla.

Although his knowledge of  the sex is 
largely limited to knowledge gleaned from 
books – and trial and error – Melchior, 
by comparison to his peers, is a “man of  
the world.” The same can’t be said for 
Wendla, who can’t even root out from her 
mother how and why her married sister is 
popping out kids faster than the Kaiser is 
popping out machines of  war.

The teens eventually give into their 
base desires, Melchior knowing full well 
what the outcome could be, but Wendla 
having no inkling whatsoever that a quick 
roll in the hay could result in something 
tangible nine months down the road.

It raises the question of  whether 
Wendla, with such a deficit of  knowledge 
could possibly be in a position to give 
consent to Melchior, a very modern 
question posed in material going back 125 
years.

It certainly piqued my own curiosity 
and arriving home after the show I headed 
over to my bookshelf  and pulled a volume I 
hadn’t picked up in quite a while – “Purity 
& Truth: What A Young Man Ought To 
Know” by Sylvanus Stall.

Dating from 1897, it is something I 
picked up as a voracious collector of  the 
weird and wonderful, rather than as how-
to manual foisted upon me by my parents. 
Nevertheless, it provides some interesting 
reading and a synopsis of  future volumes 
in the “Self  & Sex Series” including what 
young boys and girls “ought to know.”

The difference between the sexes is 
quite revealing.

According to the synopses, young boys 
ought to be aware of  the “reproductive 

power” God has bestowed in him, “the 
difference between creating and making”, 
“the mama and papa nature” in a stalk of  
corn, an oyster, a flower, schools of  fish, 
nesting birds, and in the Garden of  Eden. 

Moving onto the spicier stuff, the book 
touches upon “the manner in which the 
reproductive organs are injured in boys 
by abuse” compared to other animals, 
“the consequences in boys of  the abuse [of  
said organs], need for proper information, 
how to preserve their bodies in purity and 
strength,” and so on. 

As for the girls?
Well, it’s quite simple: “the origin of  life” 

(as illustrated by the relationship between 
seed and soil, and the birds and the bees), 
“fishes and their young – the parent fishes 
and the baby fishes, the seeds of  plants 
and eggs of  fishes, how fishes never know 
their baby offspring, lessons from birds, 
the relationship between parent and child, 
the body being a temple to keep holy” 
and the importance of  receiving “their 
instruction from their mother.”

From that, I think it is safe to surmise 
that the boys were slightly better equipped 
to enter the 20th Century compared to 
their female counterparts. If  knowledge 
is power, the girls, undoubtedly by design, 
were in a distinct disadvantage.

But is knowledge really power? Recent 
events have certainly called that into 
question. 

Almost all of  us were raised in the belief  
that knowledge is indeed power. If  we were 
lucky enough to grow up in a family where 
the resources were available to support a 
university or college education, or any 
part thereof, this was held as the standard 
to shoot for.

Alarmingly, however, it seems that 
knowledge and education in and of  itself  
are acquiring something of  a stigma, 
being a breeding ground for “elitism” and 
those against the public at large.

The fact that aspiring to higher 
education is being seen as elitist 
is alarming in itself, but so are the 
consequences.

The examples in the United States are 
self-evident, with men and women with 
some sort of  post-secondary education 
overwhelmingly choosing one presidential 
candidate over another, those in the other 
camp railing against the “elites” and 

the characteristics ascribed to them, 
yet themselves being unable to discern 
between real and fake news.

Now, for better or worse, we know what 
that potent cocktail can lead to. 

But what of  Canada?
While some of  those aspiring to succeed 

Justin Trudeau in 2019 are railing against 
this “other”, seeming to be defined loosely 
as (a) those with resources, (b) those with 
education, or (c) all of  the above, there is 
a common pattern when push comes to 
shove in a school budget. 

The first items invariably to hit the 
chopping block are arts-related subjects, 
often the only outlet students have for 
creative and intellectual self-expression, 
followed by the always beleaguered Civics, 
the very lessons of  which teach students 
the rights they have and how to fight for 
the issues they hold dear.

Together, both subjects are integral in 
ensuring the up-and-coming generation 
have the wherewithal to be critical 
thinkers, but they are somehow seen as 
expendable. 

Recently, however, I was heartened to 
see a swift response to a November article 
in Macleans which 

suggested the Province is “is quietly 
floating the idea of  removing the…
mandatory civics course” as a requirement 
of  education.

The thankfully overwhelming backlash 
to that trial balloon promoted the Ministry 
to issue a statement to allay fears that this 
is not the case.

“The passionate outcry to protect the 
Civics course over the past few days was 
inspiring to me as a Minister of  Education, 
but also as a member of  the elected 
assembly whose main job is to serve the 
people who gave me this responsibility by 
casting a vote,” responded the Minister. 
“Students have contacted my office and 
told me about how Civics inspired them to 
get involved in public service, to consider 
roles that enhance our freedoms and 
rights as Canadians, and for some very 
ambitious young leaders out there, I have 
heard about how this course has piqued 
their interest in one day having my job as 
a Minister of  the Crown.

“It is a right and a freedom to be engaged 
in this very democratic discussion about 
education in our province, and keeping 
Civics in our schools is integral in shaping 
young people to become Canada’s next 
generation of  engaged citizens.”

But it is also important to ensure young 
people realise that education, regardless 
of  the path taken, is integral for them to 
be fully equipped in life, something to be 
celebrated, and it is not an aspiration for 
which they will be mocked when anger 
and dissatisfaction in other quarters 
bubble to the surface. 

Civics teachers of  tomorrow might 
have quite a task ahead of  them.
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Peace on Earth?

Annihilation of  the innocents:
Armageddon is getting closer (than 

anticipated) for, the world’s abandoned 
children in the city of  Aleppo.

Russia continues, unashamed, its 
murderous killings and destruction of  
hospitals and schools, with impunity.

Canada utters a whisper of  objection 
and condemnation; the Office of  the 
United Nations proves its state of  
obsolescence.

December is coming...Peace on 
Earth...for whom? Not for the battered 
people on the other side of  the world.

 
 

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

CLARIFICATION
In last week’s story, “Business 

Excellence Awards to return in 
2017 after five year hiatus”, Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce Board 
President Javed Khan was quoted 
as saying the awards would be held 
next November 17 at the Royal 
Canadian Legion. Since then, he 
has sent in a point of  clarification 
stating he misspoke. “The Legion is 
one of  three Aurora-based locations 
we are looking at for our Business 
Excellence Awards Gala,” he said. 
“The vision is to have it within the 
Aurora community.”
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If  you’re a Grinchy soul, who mutters 
a “bah, humbug” at the thought of  
Christmas, then you may want to get out 
of  Town for a few weeks, because the 
holiday season is in full swing in Aurora.

For those who relish a little festive 
stimulation, the Town and its various 
organizations have provided a seasonal 
smorgasbord of  festivities to enjoy.

Even Mother Nature has chipped in, 
providing a mid-November blanket of  
white to get things started. 

As is tradition, the season kicked off  
with the Santa Under the Stars parade. 
This year’s was even bigger than ever 
with more floats, bands and politicians. 
For those who didn’t make it, and there 
can’t have been many because Yonge 
Street was packed, you’re bound to come 
across a replay of  it on TV this month.

This was followed shortly after by the 
tree lighting ceremony at Town Hall.* 
This was complete with reindeer, fire 
jugglers and a reading by Mrs. Claus of  
that C.C. Moore classic “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas”.  Of  course, there was 
also the centrepiece; a big Christmas tree.

And that is by no means the only 
form of  ornamentation in Aurora. The 
Town has once again decorated the lamp 
posts along central Yonge Street, and the 
remaining merchants on that stretch 
have gone all out with enticing window 
displays.

Although the Town no longer pits 
neighbour against neighbour with a best 
decorated house competition, there still 
seem to be ongoing rivalries. Inflatable 
Santas and snowmen on people’s lawns 
appear to be reaching Macy’s parade 

balloon proportions. 
And recent talk of  high hydro rates 

does not seem to have stopped people 
from hanging lights on every available 
tree, eaves trough, porch and fence on 
their properties.

Few of  these illuminations will match 
those at Town Park when the switch 
is flipped in a couple of  weeks on the 
annual Aurora’s Borealis, with festive 
lights adorning the trees each evening.

Apart from decorations, there are 
other visual reminders of  the holidays 
throughout Town in the form of  Salvation 
Army kettles, Christmas tree lots and 
people fighting over parking spots at our 
local retail outlets.

The seasonal barrage is not restricted 
to the outdoors. There are no end of  
activities inside, if  you prefer warmer 
temperatures and less wind. 

Parents and grandparents will be 
aware that their kids’ and grandkids’ 
festive concerts and plays are coming.  

There will be other opportunities to 
hear seasonal music than at your local 
school. A quick scan of  the ads in The 

Auroran will reveal a variety of  choirs, 
concerts and other live music to choose 
from.  

Theatre Aurora is even getting into the 
act with a couple of  Christmas themed 
evenings in December.  

Another indoor activity that really 
ramps up this time of  year are the various 
bazaar and craft sales. Wandering 
through the pervasive seasonal smell of  
cinnamon, you can pick up just the right 
holiday wreath, or handmade gift.

Just make sure you get exactly what 
you need, as it may be challenging 
returning them on Boxing Day.

 
Even when we’re penalized this time 

of  year, it’s for a good cause. The bylaw 
folks have even gotten into the spirit of  
the season by allowing overnight parking 
on nights that it doesn’t snow. And if  you 
do get a parking ticket, you can pay for it 
with a toy that will be donated to a child 
in need.

Or, if  you want to dispense with that 
pesky ticket thing, just drop off  a new toy 
at your favourite charity, or some non-
perishables at the local food bank.

If  that doesn’t get you in the Christmas 
spirit, nothing will.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

*(Editor’s note: Mr. Johnston’s crystal 
ball is back in working order, as the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony will take place on the 
evening of  Wednesday, December 7, in the 
forecourt of  Town Hall. Scott knows you’ll 
have a good time!)

As the world prepares for a 
Trump Presidency, there are fraught 
and fevered conversations in the 
punditocracy about what to call him. 

Some, of  course, unprintable but 
some we are pretty familiar with.

There are many new titles that 
President-elect (sorry, I still find that 
ridiculous to write) will inherit when 
he takes office in January.  (As an 
aside, I am aware that there is a very 
small possibility that he may not take 
office given the two million plus more 
votes that Clinton has and the multiple 
recounts that may be underway.  But 
that’s next week’s topic, so I will 
stick with the premise that he will be 
president).

Trump will be the President, 
Commander in Chief, POTUS, Leader 
of  the Free World.  These are all titles 
that every President assumes when he 
(or hopefully she, one day) walks into 
the Oval Office.  But Trump, in his 
inimitable style, will bring one title 
that no one else has ever, and hopefully 
will never again, bring to the Office of  
the President – and that is, “Troller in 
Chief.”

For those that don’t know what a 
“troll” is, the handy dandy folks at 
Wikipedia describe a troll as someone 
who “…sows discord on the internet by 
starting arguments, upsetting people, 
by posting inflammatory comments 
with the intent of  provoking readers 
into an emotional response.”

In other words, someone who posts 
nasty stuff  online for the sole purpose 
of  trying to cause problems for people.  
Or to just be a jerk. Sounds like a pretty 
good description, doesn’t it?

Trump is a Twitter Troll.  On a 
massive scale.  This has nothing to do 
with his campaign for the presidency. 
He’s always been a twitter Troll. Since 
he spat out his first tweet years ago, 

he has been waging a non-stop war of  
teeny tiny words against all manner 
of  foes. Newspaper columnists, fellow 
billionaires, TV personalities and on 
and on it goes.  And he ratcheted up the 
invective when he began his run for the 
White House.  As he sought to be the 
“commander in chief” he fast became 
the “bully in chief.”

He is a pervasive, ugly presence in 
the twittersphere. Tweeting out snappy, 
snippy comments multiple times a day, 
at all hours – and most often in the wee 
hours of  the morning.

A friend sent me an apt quote about 
twitter, “Twitter is where fools go to 
make their quota.”

How very true. It appeals to folks with 
limited vocabulary, limited attention 
span and limited patience.  

Twitter is the perfect medium for 
Trump and his followers.  A man with 
little or no impulse control with the 
vocabulary of  a six year old and the 
school-yard taunts that go with it.

Leaving aside the fact that he is 
now the President-elect and thus 
would assume at least some measure 
of  respectability, he is a grown man 
– a 70 year old man, actually.  So, why 
is he spending his days sending out 
nasty tweets?  Shouldn’t he be getting 
boned up on what the job of  President 
entails?  Because it was pretty evident 
during the campaign that he has no 

clue just what it is the President does.  
One would think that he’d be taking a 
crash course in civics so that he’d know 
at least the basics of  the job when he 
walks into that Office on January 20th.

But no.  He has spent the last two 
weeks sending out crazy tweets about 
the New York times, Clinton, Jill Stein, 
illegal voters, cabinet positions as 
if  they’re game show prizes and on 
and on. This man is going to be the 
President of  the United States and he 
is acting like a high school mean girl. 
It’s insanity.

He has reverted back to the nasty 
name calling that he employed 
throughout the campaign.  Who can 
forget, “Crooked Hillary”, “Lyin’ 
Ted”, “little Marco”.  Are we to expect 
the same kind of  thing about world  
leaders? Mopey Merkel? Dopey 
Justin? Frumpy Francois?  It sounds 
ridiculous, but I fear, unfortunately, 
pretty accurate.

During the last two weeks of  the 
campaign, it is alleged that Trump’s 
team took away his phone, to prevent 
him from tweeting out anything 
incendiary lest the public be reminded 
of  how prone he could be to popping 
off. It worked. The public and pundits 
alike commented on how “in control” 
he now seemed to be; congratulating 
him as it were for reining in his baser 
impulses.  Bravo.

I hope for the sake of  both the 
legacy and future of  the Office of  the 
Presidency and all that that embodies, 
that of  the myriad important tasks his 
new Chief  of  Staff  takes on, Twitter 
policeman will be his paramount 
concern.

That, or just take the bloody thing 
away from him. Trump should have – 
and frankly does have - better things to 
do than engage in a tweet storm with 
Rosie O’Donnell.  Sheesh.

Christmas Spirit

Troller-in-Chief
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The Aurora 
Museum 

& Archives is 
celebrating:

Roof Over 
Your Head Day 
(Saturday, December 

3)

32 Wellington Street 
East was once 

the home of David 
Wilson Doan, son 

of Aurora’ first post-
master Charles Doan. 
Built around 1865, the 

last vestiges 
of this “roof” were 
sadly demolished

 in November.

A Month to Honour 
and Remember

This month, as always, has been busy 
both in Aurora and on Parliament Hill. 
This past weekend, I was proud to 
take part in the Santa Under the Stars 
Parade.

This is always one of  my favorite 
events of  the holiday season; I love 
seeing the community come together 
to enjoy these events. It is a fantastic 
way to kick-off  the Christmas season! 
I would also like to extend my 
congratulations to the event planners 
and everyone whose hard work went 
into this year’s parade.

This month, I also attended the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame grand 
re-opening at the SARC. An exciting 
event! I was impressed with the look 
and feel of  the Hall’s new home. 
The Hall is a celebration of  sport 
history and excellence in the Town 
of  Aurora, and works to recognize 
the important role sports has played 
in Aurora’s development. This year 
saw the inductions of  Karen Stemmle, 
Michael “Mike” Murphy, Sheldon W. 
Galbraith, and Mike “Kitch” Kitchen. 
Congratulations to the inductees, 
and thank you for the important role 
you have played in athletics in our 
community. If  you haven’t yet had a 
chance to, I encourage you to visit the 
new Hall when you can.

I was also proud to take part in 
Remembrance services. The dinner 
my wife Andrea and I attended at the 
Legion was a moving evening. There 
were many memorable moments, 
but the highlight for me was getting 
to meet the veterans in attendance. 
We owe them so much. I was also 
honoured to march in the parade and 
lay a wreath on behalf  of  Canada. 
It was great to see the crowd at the 
cenotaph, and having the chance to 
chat with so many people afterwards 
back at the Legion. Congratulations 
to the Legion for organizing these 
events.

Along with other MPs from York 
Region, I was happy to participate 
in our pre-budget 2017 consultations 
with stakeholders from the Region.

The feedback we get from these 
types of  events is always important 
as we undergo our budget process. 
Thanks to all who participated.

We are working hard on Parliament 
Hill to help Canadians get ahead. I 
was happy to speak on the Budget 
2016 implementation bill and on 
the C.P.P. Enhancement Bill. I’m 
very proud of  the work we have 
done so far, and I am really looking 
forward to the work ahead of  us. 
I’d like to wish everyone a safe, happy, 
and festive holiday season. I am 
looking forward to seeing you around 
Town once I am back for Christmas. 
All my best to you and your family 
for the holidays and I wish you 
a healthy and prosperous 2017. 
As a reminder, you can reach out to my 
office and my staff  at any time. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us should 
you need any information or help. 
We are located at 16600 Bayview 
Avenue, Suite 202. You can reach us 
at 905-953- 7515 or by email at Kyle.
Peterson@parl.gc.ca

Will the three-month  
left turn ban  

at Yonge and Wellington  
improve traffic?

Yes   No   Unsure

MP’s Report
Kyle Peterson, MP

Newmarket-Aurora

Should sugary drinks be banned from vending  
machines in municipal buildings?

Yes    No   Unsure
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AUROMA TILE DECOR LTD.
1-110 Connaught Avenue - Aurora 
Call: 905-773-TILE (8453)

NEW
VERY 

REASONABLE 
PRICES!

Member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce ~ 27 years!

We carry all kinds of...

1989

WINTER SPECIAL
Remnants 
– 0dds and ends – 

      50 sq/ft
& up

¢

Lots of colours and sizes to choose from!

• Material for Installation • Scratch Coat 
• Floor Mix • Grout • Glue • Tile Edge 
• Cleaners • HG Products and more...

14800 Yonge St, Aurora, ON L4G 1N3
www.oakridgeoutfi tters.ca   (905) 726-4063

14800 Yonge St. 905-726-4063

Leaf Tickets Draw. Beer. Grub. 
Hockey Game on TV.  Gift Wrapping.

Men’s Night Out AT OAKRIDGE OUTFITTERS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7TH

6 PM- 10 PM

Come for after work drinks & food, and catch the game 
while we help you pick out the perfect gifts for her! 

20% OFF STOREWIDE

Men: Get your lady everything she loves this holiday
   Ladies:  Wishlist Cards are instore now!

 

Completed budget targeted  
for this week

By Brock Weir

As Aurora awaits a final number 
crunch on the Town’s 2017 Budget, 
the projected residential tax increase 
stood at 2.8 per cent as the final round 
of  talks started this week.

This projected increase on Aurora’s 
portion of  the tax bill was initially 
floated at 2.9 per cent – a 1.9 per cent 
increase plus a further one per cent 
to boost cash flow into municipal 
reserves – but was knocked down by .1 
per cent by a number of  adjustments 
since the last Budget session on 
November 21.

“We have moved a Facilities 
Supervisor position to the options 
list, taking that off,” said Dan Elliott, 
Treasurer for the Town of  Aurora, 
when talks resumed Monday night. 
“We have increased the Council 
Administration Conference Budget 
up to $20,000, and we recently became 
aware that the Run for Southlake will 
be taking place in Newmarket, so 
there will not be any requirement for 
the internal costs of  $7,500.”

Since the last session, he added, 
there has been no further input 
received on the budget from members 
of  the public. 

Council convened Monday night 
for the first of  two evening meetings 
intended to go through the final 
items of  the Operating Budget before 
the overall budget, but operating 
and capital, which has already been 
approved, come up for ratification at 
the next Council meeting.

As The Auroran went to press this 
week, a number of  items that could 
impact the final figure were still up 
for discussion, including increased 
funding for the Town’s cultural 
partners – the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
Aurora Museum & Archives, and 
the Aurora Historical Society – and 
potential boosts to the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame and Sport Aurora.

Representatives from the latter 
two organizations were at Town 
Hall on Monday night to make their 

respective cases, including Sport 
Aurora which requested they be 
recognized as a “valued partner” by 
the Town of  Aurora. This, according 
to Sport Aurora president Stephen 
Kimmerer, means “responsible levels 
of  funding be provided that will allow 
Sport Aurora not only to continue 
its work, but advance objectives of  
the Aurora Sport Plan in successive 
years.”

Earlier this year, Sport Aurora 
was contracted by the Town for the 
development and delivery of  the 
municipality’s new Sports Plan, work 
which continues. Recommendations 
resulting from their work are being 
prepared and reviewed, and future 
reports will focus on a three year 
budget, the creation of  a grant 
program, a volunteer development 
strategy, the creation of  performance 
metrics for sports delivery, training 
for cultural diversity, facilitating 
opportunities for persons with 
disabilities, and focusing on a tourism 
strategy. 

“We need sustainable funding,” 
said Mr. Kimmerer. “We don’t want 
to spend all of  our efforts finding 
sponsorship. We have work to do and 
we have people we need to pay to make 
sure things happen.”

Also outlined at Monday’s Budget 
meting were status updates on several 
projects in the works including 
the implementation of  a public art 
policy, which Parks and Recreation 
Director Al Downey said he hopes 
to bring forward in 2017, along with 
the continued implementation of  
the Cultural and Parks & Rec Master 
Plans and the three-year plan for the 
Aurora Museum & Archives.

2017 is also hoped to bring the 
approval of  a budget for the first 
phase of  Aurora’s long-planned 
Wildlife Park, with a construction 
start targeted for 2018, and a detailed 
design for Mavrinac Park, which Mr. 
Downey says they hope to construct 
in “early 2017” with a completion in 
the fall.

Artist Clayton Samuel King leads a talk at the Aurora Cultural Centre last Wednesday for his new 
exhibition Giinwint Aadizookaanaan: Reflections of Ogemawahj (Our Stories: Reflections of Oge-
mawahj). The show formally opens this Thursday, December 1, with an artist reception from 6 – 8 
p.m. The reception will be followed by The Ennis Sisters: An East Coast Family Christmas. For ticket 
information on the concert, visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Khamissas to be Aurora’s voice during Canada 150 celebration
By Brock Weir

Back in her native South Africa, 
Aurora’s Mae Khamissa has developed a 
bit of  a reputation with her friends and 
family.

Such is her love for her adopted 
homeland, one nephew teasingly dubbed 
her, “Miss Beautiful Canada” for all the 
marvellous stories she has shared with 
them. 

Now, “Miss Beautiful Canada” has 
gone legit, with Mae and Raz Khamissa 
chosen to represent Aurora as part of  
the “Canada 150 Community Leaders” 
program, hosted by the Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities.

The Khamissas, long-time owners of  
the venerable Omars Shoes, which was 
founded by Raz’s father, Omar, nearly 50 
years ago, were named to the position by 
Council last week.

The Canada 150 Leaders is intended 
to provide a nation-wide network acting 
as the “Community Voice” for Canada’s 
150th Anniversary Celebrations in 2017, 
whether at local or larger-scale events, 
all the while sharing stories about their 
communities “to create an insightful 
mosaic of  our nation.”

“When they approached us, I thought it 
was a big deal and for us to be considered 
is pretty neat,” says Raz. “I am so proud 
to be Canadian. We moved from South 
Africa almost 48 years ago and we have 
been so blessed to be living here. We are 
very blessed to have an opportunity to 
vote, to express our opinion, to disagree 
with someone else’s opinion but still get a 
chance to discuss things.

“The freedom, the comfort level, the 
safety factor, there are so many things 
we’re so lucky to be a part of  here in 
Canada. My father was a very proud 
Canadian and I am glad to be considered 
to be following in his footsteps. For me, it 
really is an honour to be considered part 
of  the Canadian celebration of  150 years.”

Mae sums up her feeling with one 
word: “Pride.”

Over the last two years, Mae has been an 
active member of  the Interfaith Refugee 
Resettlers, an interfaith group which has 
brought together members of  Aurora 
United Church, Trinity Anglican Church, 
and the Newmarket Islamic Centre to 

sponsor groups of  Syrian refugees to 
settle in the Aurora-Newmarket area.

A representative of  the Newmarket 
Islamic Centre, Mae says the experience 
has helped her not only appreciate but 
redefine her sense of  what it means to be 
Canadian.

“At Union Station recently there was 
a [newcomer] family that needed money 
to go to London, ON, and they didn’t 
have enough,” she recalls. “The people 
got together and started putting money 
into a pot and helped them get to London. 
In the last few years, there have been a 
number of  new Canadians that I have 
been involved with and just the feedback I 
have had from them in such a short period 
of  time [has been amazing].

“On Friday night, we did an overview 
[with the Syrian family we sponsored] 
and his view was, ‘at first we were told 
this country was a dark place, it never gets 
sunny there, and it is cold all year round.  
We thought we would be treated like we 
were in the camps. We got here and there 
were people waiting for us at the airport 
to take us, when we got to the home there 
was a house full of  people to welcome us, 
food was supplied for the longest period 
of  time and it just doesn’t stop. We have 
never seen this. We really expected to be 
treated badly, but we had no choice.’”

They were afraid to make that leap, to 
take that chance, says Mae, but when they 
did, the community stepped up to make 
sure they felt comfortable and at ease in 
their new home. 

“It makes me so proud that even 
someone who just stepped into this 

country six or eight months ago has 
already fallen in love with it,” she says. 
“We know there are so many countries 
that can bring in people. There are so 
many refugees all over the world, and 
to know that we are willing to open our 
doors to people coming in. It just builds 
me into being more proud, and especially 

with this government right now I am very 
happy because we are showing our true 
side of  what Canadians are and what 
we’re really about and that makes me so 
happy.”

This is a sense shared by Raz as well, 
who said from his own family’s immigrant 
experience they were “treated with the 
utmost respect” as soon as they arrived in 
Canada. 

“We were always treated with the 
utmost respect and people were so nice 
and good to us, and that is the reason 
why when new immigrants are coming 
now I take pride in the fact that is what 
Canadians do,” he says. “They treat people 
well and they help them as much as they 
can. They bend over backwards to make 
things easy for them, because it is not easy 
moving to a whole new place.”

And as for the teasing nephew? 
Well, he arrived in Canada nearly five 

years ago and has come around to Miss 
Beautiful Canada’s way of  thinking. Now 
she gets to do the teasing.

Hogan’s Restaurant

HOGAN’S RESTAURANT • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Every Day from 11am - 10pm
CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Hogan’s Restaurant

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

LIVE MUSIC IN THE HUNT PUB

5 in the City Souled Out

Call Now to Book
Your Christmas Party!
Private Rooms Available

Friday, Dec. 2 Saturday, Dec. 3

Book your ticket
for our special

New Year’s Eve Bash
featuring Billik

and
a live DJ!

Limited seating left

Raz and Mae Khamissa, pictured at Omars Shoes on Monday, have been selected by Council to be Aurora’s 
voice next year. 				    			   Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Find out more and register at 
activateaurora.com

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

S U P P O R T E D  B Y

Badass at pilates.

#activateaurora

While adding the word “third” would 
drive home a message to the Board 
they support keeping Williams open, 
they said it could mean the motion 
would be doomed to failure at the 
outset as the Board has opposed a third 
high school. 

“We have in our Official Plan…that 
people should be able to have a school 
central to the feeder primary schools, 
just like the other side of  Town,” 
said Councillor John Abel saying 
that without Councillor Thompson’s 
amendment Council won’t be seen as 
telling the Board what should be done. 
“Very simply, if  you build a school 
on Bayview, everyone in Town will 
be able to walk to school. If  you say 
we want a third one, right away [the 
Board] will say no. I don’t think we 
should be asking for that. We should 
be supporting what the residents have 
brought forward and they have asked, 
simply, that they build a high school as 
planned.”

 “We fought hard for our residents to 
keep Williams open and it is want [but 
it is also] need,” agreed Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner. “The Town was 
planned with a third school on 
Bayview. The school board purchased 
the land to provide a third school on 

Bayview, and I think it is appropriate 
we call this the ‘third’ school.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe was also 
supportive of  the amendment.

“The reason why I am in favour 
of  this amendment is [the residents] 
all indicated they were looking for 
a school in the area – but I think 
everyone was pretty clear they weren’t 
looking for a school in their area at the 
expense of  closing Williams,” he said. 
“I believe I heard that more than once. 
My concern with the original motion 
is it is implied that if  we support the 
motion it would be the closure of  
Williams. Whether or not the closure 
of  Williams is a good thing or a bad 
thing, I think it is not the purview of  
this Council.

“Our Council is to advocate for the 
residents, wherever they live. All the 
decisions we make have to be for the 
Town as a whole. That is our job. I 
have no problem supporting a request 
for a school in the east side and that 
goes back to 2020 when I was banging 
on doors on the east side. It makes 
perfect sense there is a high school 
there and I am absolutely committed 
to supporting our residents there, 
but I am not absolutely committed to 
supporting it at the expense of  other 
planning the Board does, whether or 

not we like it is not our purview.”
The amendment nevertheless fell on 

a 5 – 3 vote, with Councillor Paul Pirri 
absent from the meeting. 

“I was initially in favour of  the 
amendment because, based on what 
[residents stated earlier] this was not 
about one area versus another,” said 
Councillor Harold Kim on why he 
eventually opposed the amendment. 
“It is about accommodating the 
increase in capacity that is going to 
be happening in the Bayview corridor. 
For that reason, it sounded like it 
would be more fitting language.”

He called on Sandra Manherz, 
a delegate earlier in the evening, 
to respond to the amendment. She 
said the original wording was what 
residents wanted and they did not 
want to “dictate” to the Board, feeling 
the phrase “third school” would stop 
all discussion at the start.

“I don’t think we need this change 
in there,” agreed Councillor Tom 
Mrakas. “I think if  we go ahead with 
the original motion the way it was 
we’re stating a strong support for that 
school on Bayview and if  the school 
board does come back and say, ‘the only 
way we’re going to build that school is 
if  we close Williams,’ then we can deal 
with it at that time.”

Comments on Williams are “misguided”, says parent advocate
By Brock Weir

The future of  Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School should be taken out of  
the equation when discussing the need 
for a school on the east side of  Aurora, 
says an area parent.

Appearing at Council last week on 
behalf  of  her neighbours, who have been 
passionately campaigning for a new 
high school on Bayview Avenue north of  
Wellington, Sandra Manherz told elected 
officials that cautioning their campaign 
could have “ripple effects,” including 
the potential closure of  Williams is 
“misguided” and sends a message of  
“Let’s not fix a problem for fear of  what 
someone may or may not say.”

“How would anything in Town get 
better if  this was the approach we took,” 
Ms. Manherz asked Council. “As quoted 
in the Board’s School Improvement 
Plan, many students on the east side 
of  Town are opting for the Catholic 
Secondary School to which they can 
walk, a factor contributing to G.W. 
Williams’ enrollment dropping. Parents 
and students are exercising their right 
to choose. There is already a ripple effect 
due to no high school being on Bayview. 
Everyone seems to want to talk about 
Williams, so let’s talk about Williams 
tonight. 

“In our opinion, the Board hasn’t just 
let the children down on the east side of  
Aurora, but they have also let down the 
children in the west at Dr. G.W. Williams. 
In 2007, the school was in need of  great 
repairs. What did the board do? Nothing 
for five or six years. It took the school’s 
ventilation system breaking down and 
the school not having heat before they 
acted. Williams, at this moment, is at 
approximately 55 per cent capacity. Its 
attendance has dropped significantly 
each year since 2010. What has the Board 
done? Again, nothing for four or five years 
until the enrollment was at critical levels 
and then it added an enriched program 
and will be adding the IB program. That 
will only result in approximately 100 
to 150 students, insignificant for their 
enrolment issues.”

According to Ms. Manherz, as 
enrolment decreases, Williams will be 
left with a reduction of  extra-curriculars, 
specialized teachers and staff, leaving a 
deficit not only for the teens living west 
of  Bayview, but those living on the east 

as well.
“The Board is being reactive, not 

proactive in their approach,” she 
continued. “This is also the case with 
building a school on Bayview. We have 
waited almost 10 years for them to solve 
this issue. How much longer are the 
kids in Aurora supposed to wait? I have 
heard many times that there will be no 
high school on Bayview because of  the 
space available at Williams. If  that is the 
Board’s rationale, why are we building 
elementary schools on the east side of  
Aurora? Aurora west elementary schools 
are all under capacity.

“Why aren’t be bussing the kids from 
the east to the west in order to fill up the 
schools? Because the Board recognizes 
there is value in having kids walk to 
school, there is value to having kids go 
to school in the community they live in, 

value in the social connections when 
you go to school with kids that live on 
the same block as you, not to mention all 
the other reasons – academic, health and 
wellness, environmental – we discussed 
the last time we were in front of  Council.

“The Board and Councillors keep 
putting an east-west divide into this 
issue. Let me make this very clear: we 
are not divided, not when it comes to the 
education of  our kids, not when we are 
talking about programming and extra-
curricular activities, good teachers and 
the health and wellness of  our children. 
We, east and west alike, want what’s best 
for our children.  This issue isn’t about the 
residents, who lives beside what plot of  
land, building a park or how sentimental 
we all feel about a building. This is about 
our children, both east and west sides. 
This is about all of  us: parents, Council 

and Board being accountable to the kids 
these schools service.”

In the end, she said, it is about the best 
interests of  students, what will afford 
them the best education, programming 
and opportunities.

Following her delegation to Council, 
Councillor Tom Mrakas said she would 
find Council “will stand up and be that 
voice for residents” and that their voices 
are behind them. Following Council 
debate, that is just what happened. 

“We’re all united in this,” said 
Councillor Harold Kim. “But, in terms 
of  how we got there it might be a little 
different.” 

Added Ms. Manherz: “You say, ‘let’s 
not express our dissatisfaction in case we 
create a ripple?’ I say, forget about that. 
Let’s exchange some ideas and come up 
with a great solution for Aurora.”

Council voices “strong support”  
for a new high school off Bayview
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Harry Vowles rides again 
By Brock Weir

They thought they knew what the 
deal was when they approached the jolly 
bearded guy in the red velvet suit.

Harry Vowles’ grandchildren grew 
up “pretty sure” their grandpa was one 
of  Santa’s helper, but there was always 
that lingering doubt in the backs of  their 
minds. After they sat on his knee and 
gave him their Christmas wish lists, his 
daughter told him they were no longer so 
sure of  their theory.

“She said on the way home to Barrie 
they weren’t too sure whether it was Santa 
or Grandpa,” says Mr. Vowles with pride. 
“When I put on the suit I was Santa Claus. 
I behaved as though I was Santa Claus and 
the suit changed me completely.”

Mr. Vowles was Yorkdale Mall’s 
professional Santa for nearly 20 years, 
following his retirement from Famous 
Players in 1965 but this year, at the tender 
age of  91, he got a brand new gig, heading 
down Yonge Street this past Saturday night 
as the “Head Elf” in the Santa Under the 
Stars Parade on Pace Credit Union’s float.

Harry, a resident of  Chartwell Aurora, 
formerly Resthaven, secured the gig 
thanks to a little help from Pace, the Town 
of  Aurora, and a big push from Chartwell 
and their Moments that Matter Program.

“The program highlights wishes that 
come from our residents,” says Lori 
Hood of  Chartwell Aurora, adding staff  
sit down, talk with residents, and fill out 
ballots for their seniors outlining wishes 
they might not trumpet to the world. 
“Every month, we empty out the box and 
think, ‘Okay, what can we do to make these 
things happen?’ Harry’s ultimate wish was 
to do the Santa Claus Parade in Downtown 
Toronto and be Santa, but we know that is 
a pretty difficult wish to make come true, 
so I wondered what we could do on a local 
scale.”

So, Ms. Hood reached out to the Towns 
of  Aurora and Newmarket with a pitch – 
just days to spare. 

“I said, ‘I understand that making him 
Santa at this point so late in the game is 
probably not going to happen, but can we 
at least get him on a float?’ He is losing his 
sight, so while he still has some vision left, 
it would be nice for him to see what is going 
on there.”

Newmarket, she said, raised issues 
about liability, but Aurora – and Special 
Events Coordinator Shelley Ware – 
stepped up to the plate to find a float to 
accommodate Harry. 

Enter Pace Credit Union.
“Pace and Carolyne Trussler came 

through for us when it sounded like 
nobody else was going to,” says Ms. 
Hood. “What I discovered [talking to him 
a bit more about it] is he was Yorkdale’s 
Santa in the 90s and I worked there in 
the 90s. There is a chance that we were 
both there at the same time. Christmas 
in general is his favourite time of  year, 

anything he can do. We couldn’t make 
him the big guy, unfortunately. Aurora is 
very strict about there being more than 
one Santa and he comes at the end of  the 
parade. As they put it, the contract had 
already been sent to the North Pole. That 
was specifically what they had written in 
the email response to me, so I knew they 
were so into this thing too.”

Perhaps it goes without saying that 
Christmas is Harry’s favourite time of  
year.

For many years, his time as one of  
Santa’s helpers was a one-man show, 
until he met Eileen.

The marriage of  “Santa” caused a bit 
of  a stir, landing them on the front page 
of  the Sunday edition of  The Toronto 
Star on December 12, 1993. From that 
point on, he and Eileen were a team, 
appearing as Santa and Mrs. Claus not 
only at Yorkdale but, later on, as regular 
fixtures in Gravenhurst’s Santa Claus 
parade.

The tradition continued when they 
moved to Chartwell Aurora, entertaining 
their fellow residents in costume until 
Eileen’s passing. 

“I initially thought of  being a clown 
for something different, but clown outfits 
are expensive and a lot of  work to put 
on!” jokes Harry of  the crossroads he 
faced upon retirement. “As Santa, I could 
get dressed up and take it off  in a matter 
of  five minutes.”

But, although the gig was a lot of  fun, 
it wasn’t all jokes. 

Harry becomes emotional describing 
some of  the more memorable experiences 
he had as Santa’s Helpers in one of  the 
most prominent shopping malls in the 
GTA. 

“I had a couple propose marriage,” he 
says with a sparkle. “The fellow came up 
to me in the afternoon and told us what 
he wanted to do, asking if  we would go 
along with it. Of  course we would! He 
was sitting on one knee and she was 
sitting on the other. I said that according 
to my records he had been very good all 
year so I first asked him what he wanted 
for Christmas. He said, ‘I would like this 
young lady to marry me.’ There was 
silence. I said, ‘Well, I’m not hearing 
anything here,’ but while this was going 
on he was reaching into his pocket for the 
ring and then she knew it was for real.

“Another time I had a family with a 
grandma, a mama, and two kids. The kids 
came to see Santa, but grandma stood off  
to the side. They left and a minute or two 
later, the grandmother came back and 
said, ‘I am 82 years old and I have never 
had my picture taken.’ She sat down and 
we took her picture.

“Then, a little guy came up to me and I 
was sure he said he wanted a ‘can of  beer.’ 
When I asked him two or three times, I 
finally figured out he wanted a ‘panda 
bear.’ It was a fun job and I enjoyed every 
minute of  it.”

Harry Vowles was “Head Elf” on Pace Credit Union’s float in Saturday’s Santa Under the Stars Parade. He is 
pictured with Chartwell Aurora’s Lori Hood to his left and, far right, Pace’s Carolyne Trussler. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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4'-9' Christmas Trees

9each

B. Mica Glass Random Strip Mosaic 
(1001015707) Sold by the each.  

While quantities last.

WAS $359

MILWAUKEE® M18™ Cordless 
Lithium-Ion Combo Kit  
(1000706303) While quantities last.

$299

u �Valid Thursday, December 1 to  
Wednesday, December 7, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

ALSO  
AVAILABLE IN  

18"W

8MM

400 LED LIGHTS
1,148  

TIP COUNT

SOFT-CLOSE  
SEAT

YOUR CHOICE MILWAUKEE® 
M18™ BARE TOOL  
($149 value)
Valid until Wednesday,  
February 1, 2017

FREE
‡‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

YOUR CHOICE DEWALT®  
20V MAX LITHIUM‑ION  
BARE TOOL OR BATTERY 
(up to $179 value)
Valid until Wednesday,  
January 4, 2017

FREE
‡ WITH 

PURCHASE

SAVE $3

VISIT OUR GIFT CENTRE IN-STORE AND ONLINE.

LET’S DO  

POWERFUL GIFTS.

A

TRUE WHITE  
POINSETTIA

2 WEEKS ONLY
Thursday, December 1 to  

Wednesday, December 14, 2016

RECEIVE A

$25
COUPON

‡‡‡

WHEN YOU PURCHASE  

ANY FRESH-CUT TREE

Valid towards your next purchase of $100  

or more (before taxes) made between 

January 1 and January 25, 2017.

‡Receive a free DEWALT® 20V MAX Lithium‑Ion 6‑1/2" Circular Saw (1000711783), DEWALT® 20V MAX Lithium‑Ion Reciprocating Saw (1000710663), DEWALT® 20V MAX Lithium‑Ion 4‑1/2" Cut‑Off Tool (1000714687), DEWALT® 20V MAX Lithium‑Ion Brushless 
Multi‑Tool (1000794337) or DEWALT® 20V MAX Lithium 4 Ah Battery (1000662487) when you purchase a DEWALT® 20V MAX XR Brushless Combo Kit (1000657941) or DEWALT® 20V MAX Starter Kit (1000844683) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may  
vary by store. See page 4 for details.1 ‡‡Receive a free MILWAUKEE® M18™ Bare Tool (1000847699, 1000694314, 1000694323 or 1000694311) when you purchase a MILWAUKEE® M18™ Cordless Lithium‑Ion Combo Kit (1000706303) with in‑store coupon.  
Selection and price may vary by store. See page 4 for details.1 ‡‡‡In‑store only. To receive your coupon, fresh‑cut tree purchase must be made between December 1 and December 14, 2016. Cashier will present coupon at time of purchase. $25 coupon is valid  
for redemption from January 1 to January 25, 2017 on a purchase of $100 or more (before taxes). One‑time use only. Only original endorsed coupons will be honoured. See page 4 for details.1
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
6-Piece RYOBI® ONE+ 18V Lithium+  
Combo Kit (1000751346)

NOW
$299WAS $399

Designer Poinsettia  
• 7" pot (1000667273)  

While quantities last.

$998 ALASKAN®  
Premium Ice  
Melter • 5kg  

(1000154885)

Swiffer® WETJET™ Refll  
• 12 pads (1000460239)

20" Traditional  
Fresh Cut Wreath  
(1000710920) While  

quantities last.

$998

6.5' Franklin Fir Pre-Lit Artifcial Christmas 
Tree • Dual lights – Multi‑Colour and Warm 

White (1000862797)

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
GLACIER BAY® Chicago 3.8L Chair-Height 
Elongated Toilet (1001015217) While quantities last.

$129

24" Vanity with  
Cultured Marble  
Top • 25"W x  

17‑1/2"D x 31"H

(1000660618)

Faucet sold  

separately. 

$164

A. Grigio Glass Marble Blend 
Random Strip Mosaic (1000837194)

each

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
Shaded Oak Laminate Flooring  
(1001002827) Sold by 20.11 sq. ft. case.  

While quantities last.

per sq. ft.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
6" x 36" StayPlace Quincy Oak Luxury 
Vinyl Plank Flooring (1000822991)  
Sold by 24 sq. ft. case. While quantities last.

per sq. ft.
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

WARMING UP – Revellers taking in the Santa Under the Stars parade on Saturday experienced warmer 
than usual weather, but, if that wasn’t enough, the Aurora Historical Society was prepared, with plenty 
of hot chocolate on the Hillary House verandah to go around. Pictured here are Joan, Sofie, Carol, Leigh, 
Ron, Jason. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

at Town Hall, and while Santa is set 
to help flip the light switch the Town 
of  Aurora’s Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, which runs from 6.30 to 8.30 
p.m., is Mrs. Claus’ time to shine.

But, how many of  the reindeer will 
make the cut? 

We sat down with Dasher, Santa’s lead 
(and fastest) reindeer on what they’re 
doing to stay in shape and get ready for 
the big day. 

Brock Weir: Santa says you’re 
always the big winner at the Reindeer 
Games, so I guess you’re a shoe-in for 
next Wednesday.

Dasher: I’m pretty confident, but 
there are always Reindeer Games to 
decide.

BW: Is there a friendly wager going 
on?

D: I can’t say because Santa kinda 
forbids betting, but I am really excited 
to be heading back to Aurora. We got to 
spend some time with the kids up close 
at the Tree Lighting Ceremony last 
year. But, being out on the deck of  the 
Seniors’ Centre was a little bit chilly. 
We’re used to a barn. This year we’re 
going to be inside Petch House and we 
just have to make sure our big antlers 
can clear the sides of  the door, but I 

understand all those little details have 
been taken care of.

BW: Do you know anything about 
Petch House?

D: I hear it smells amazing, being 
over 150 years old. We’re really old too, 
so this is like going back in time. I am 
really excited to be in a heritage place. 

BW: What do you do between the end 
of  your long flight and when the public 
arrive?

D: It is like a homecoming. With the 
amount of  love the kids and adults gave 
us last year, all of  us were blown away.

BW: Do you get a sneak peek of  any of  
the events before the crowds get there?

D: I have heard, and I don’t know for 
certain, but I have heard the lighting on 
the tree will be really spectacular this 
year. Something different is being done 
to the tree, but my antlers are only so 
big for eavesdropping on stories. But, I 
understand the tree lighting ceremony 
is going to be something not to miss. 
I don’t get to see this, but I heard the 
families last year talking about the fire 
jugglers and the fire juggling show that 
takes place in front of  the tree. I wish 
I got to see that, but the stories I heard 
from families last year were pretty 

spectacular. 

BW: What have Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
doing to get ready for the night? 

D: The thing I really love about the 
Tree Lighting is Mrs. Claus gets to 
come out. She actually takes charge of  
us that night because she is going to 
be inside the Seniors’ Centre reading 
our favourite story, so it is kind of  cool 
that she gets to come out at these events 
because they always vie to get Santa’s 
attention. 

BW: Will Mrs. Claus have any special 
guests?

D: I don’t get to see this, but 
the Canadian Children’s Theatre 
Company is going to be doing a theatre 
performance of  Frosty the Snowman. 
You can imagine how much we love 
Frosty because clearly we’re surrounded 
by snow 12 months of  the year. Having 
youth performers is really special in 
itself  but unfortunately we’re going to 
have to just hear about it because we’re 
going to be in Petch House, but I hope 
the families tell us all about it! People 
won’t be able to escape the “Frosty” 
theme though. There will be Frosty-
themed games, and even a craft inside 
the Petch House for kids to make while 
we’re busy posing for Selfies with their 
siblings or parents. 

BW: So, you guys get to stay warm in 
Petch House, but what do the organizers 
have planned to keep Aurorans warm as 
well?

D: Even though Aurora uses LED 
lights, they still give off  a lot of  warmth. 
There will also be free hot chocolate and 
clementines throughout the evening. I 
am kind of  glad they chose clementines 

because we really like apples and if  
people snuck us apple treats we would 
all have a belly ache. They were smart 
to bring out the clementines because I 
wouldn’t touch one!

BW: Do you think you will meet new 
families this year?

D: The tree lighting ceremony I such 
a special event, regardless of  what your 
family holiday traditions are. It is an 
event that is inclusive of  everyone’s 
traditions and we welcome them all. Us 
reindeer are pretty proud of  ourselves, 
so we love to meet people and all 
activities cater to the many different 
ages, whether families that have little 
ones, or grandparents in tow. There is 
always something for everyone. 

BW: You’re right, you do sound pretty 
confident you’ll be making the trip this 
year. Who else from the herd would you 
like to join you?

D: We all like to do everything 
together, but Dancer is one of  Santa’s 
prettiest reindeer so we will get to see if  
she makes that cut. Maybe the kids will 
get to see Dancer if  she is able to come. 

BW: It sounds like you and Dancer 
might have a bit of  a thing going. 

D: I never reveal my secrets up front, 
but I think if  Dancer came we would 
pose really well for pictures together, 
especially for selfies. I will make sure 
my Santa brushes my teeth and I am 
ready to go. 

BW: Maybe a spritz of  cologne to woo 
Dancer?

D: I think our natural cologne is 
spiffy enough for her. 

BW: Good luck! 

DI CECCO LAW

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE
EFFICIENCY 
At Your Service

Corporate, Business, 
Real Estate, Mortgages, 
Leases, Wills, Estates, 
Powers of Attorney 

Alessandro Di Cecco

Reindeer take over Petch House as Tree Lighting goes for “Frosty” theme

Dasher, pictured here at last year’s Tree Lighting Ceremony, is pretty confident he’ll make the return trip 
on Wednesday. 

Auroran File Photo
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Private Funds for Any Reason
Private 1st Mortgages

Private 2nd Mortgages

1-877-777-7308 Verico The Mortgage Leaders Inc.
FSCO License # 10238

Private 1st MortgagesPrivate 1st Mortgages
Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Private 2nd MortgagesPrivate 2nd Mortgages

Monthly Payments for every $100,000

Interest only payments
No Income Verification Required

No Credit Check Required
Appraisals not always needed

Rush Closings OK
Pricing for GTA only

Brokers Welcome

CALL TODAY
11297590_2116

 info@themortgageleaders.ca

Up to 65% LTV @ 5.99% = $499.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 6.49% = $540.83
Up to 75% LTV @ 6.99% = $582.50
Up to 80% LTV @ 7.49% = $624.17

Up to 65% LTV @ 8.99% = $749.17
Up to 70% LTV @ 9.99% = $832.50
Up to 75% LTV @ 10.99% = $915.83
Up to 80% LTV @ 11.99% = $999.17
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2.05% 
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➢ Interest Only Payments 
  For Private Mortgage 

➢ Income Verifi cation May Not 
 be Required 

➢ Appraisals Not Always Needed 

➢ Brokers Welcome 

➢ Farm & Vacant Land Financing

Welsh Choir returns to raise voices for Welcome Table
By Brock Weir

Volunteers at Welcome Table devote 
hours of  their time to the organization’s 
weekly meal for people in need, but 
recently they have been getting the 
hang of  making buttery, currant-filled 
Welsh cakes.

Welcome Table isn’t necessarily 
flexing their international culinary 
muscles, but getting everything in place 
for next Saturday when the Toronto 
Welsh Male Voice Choir lifts up the 
community through song at Trinity 
Anglican Church.

The internationally recognized 
chorus, which boasts several Trinity 
members among its ranks, returns to 
the church on December 10 following 
their first smash concert at the church 
two years ago.

Featuring an eclectic program of  
Welsh, Canadian and International 
pieces, and some chosen to reflect 
the sounds of  the season, the concert 
not only features what promises to 
be a moving performance, but an 
intermission where Welsh cakes come 
into the spotlight.

“Our first mission is to bring pleasure 
because we ourselves enjoy singing 
with this four-part harmony,” says choir 
member John Hitchmough, a driving 
force behind the Trinity concert. “We 
enjoy the camaraderie, with anywhere 
from 30 – 40 guys, depending on the time 
of  year and events. This year we have 
[choir members performing] coming in 
from as far as Bowmanville on the east 
and Guelph on the west.”

The four-part harmony of  the Welsh 
choir is unique among choruses and 
something which invariably sparks an 
emotional reaction in the listener. Two 
winters ago, Joy Marshall was among 
them. Her interest in the choir was 
sparked last year when they first visited 
Trinity. Outside of  rehearsals she was 
only able to hear them from a distance 
as she and her fellow volunteers at 
Welcome Table were busy preparing 
the event’s “Afterglow,” which provides 
a hot meal for the choir members.

Not content with hearing the final 
performance from a distance, she 
picked up some of  their CDs after 
the show and, almost a year later of  
listening to them at home and in the 

car, she’s almost ready to join the men 
as a female soloist.

She shies away from the suggestion 
but is nevertheless eager to welcome 
them back to Trinity, particularly as a 
fundraiser for Welcome Table.

“Most of  the people who come in 
are in need of  some sort in terms of  
financial assistance, but it is also for 
people who need to get out and have a 
social time,” says Ms. Marshall who, 
after starting out as a volunteer, is now 
the coordinator of  Welcome Table. 
“For our seniors who are on pensions 
and are by themselves, they absolutely 
love coming every week. The dinner is 
totally self-sufficient, run by donations, 
and we have 100 volunteers, four teams, 
and four chefs who come and volunteer 
their time every week.”

But in the darkness of  the last gasps 
of  autumn and the dawn of  winter on 
the horizon, Welcome Table is need of  
assistance now more than ever. 

“I find around late fall it starts to 
pick up as it gets darker and colder and 
damper,” says Ms. Marshall. “People are 
looking to get in out of  the cold and have 
a wonderful meal. At Christmas, we do 
have a special Christmas meal. This 
year it will be December 28. The food is 
usually donated by several people and 
they get little gifts and we try to make 

it a bit special. For many people, it is 
their only Christmas dinner.

“For many, it is their only chance 
to have a real Christmas dinner with 
people who care about them. The thing 
that makes Welcome Table special for 
me is the people who volunteer, without 
a doubt, get more out of  being there than 
often people who are our guests. There 
is no question. One lady said to me that 
the only other person who talks to her 
during the week is at Welcome Table. 
Think about that. That stuck with me. 
For someone like me who volunteers 
on a regular basis at Welcome Table, 
often it is a Wednesday night, you’re 
tired, and it is the middle of  the week, 
and you come and the energy from the 
volunteers and the people preparing 
the food, it is like you forget that you’re 
tired and it is quite wonderful.”

As the clock counts down for the 
December 10 concert, you’re out of  
luck if  you want to sample the meal 
the Welcome Table volunteers have 
been planning for the Afterglow 
following the performance as it is sold 
out. Tickets for the performance itself, 
however, are still available from Trinity 
Anglican Church by calling 905-727-6101 
or visiting www.welshchoir.ca. 

The show gets underway at 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets are $25.

Joy Marshall, Coordinator of Welcome Table, and Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir Member – and Trini-
ty parishioner – John Hitchmough are pictured at Trinity Anglican Church last week preparing for their  
December 10 concert. 					                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Aurora requests Police offer 
designated safe spaces for 
Classified purchases

By Brock Weir

Any transaction stemming from 
a classified ad is always a matter of  
“buyer beware” but as safety concerns 
regarding meeting strangers to 
complete online transactions mount, 
the York Regional Police should take 
action to make these concerns a thing 
of  the past.

At least, according to Aurora 
Council. 

Councillors approved a motion from 
Councillor Tom Mrakas last week 
calling on York Regional Police to 
designate areas at local police stations 
to provide a supervised, monitored 
space for these transactions to go down.

“There is always a risk when meeting 
a stranger in person,” said Councillor 
Mrakas in his motion. “Designated 
exchange areas in police stations, such 
as a couple of  parking spots, would 
help residents safely conduct these 
transactions.”

The motion called on the Town of  
Aurora to make a request to the York 
Regional Police Services Board, the 
Regional body overseeing the delivery 
of  police services throughout York, to 
review “the possibility of  designating 
areas in police stations” or at their 
Aurora headquarters “for residents 
to meet buyers and sellers of  online 
classified ads.

York going down this route, he said, 
would follow in the footsteps of  Peel and 
legislation working its way through the 
City of  Toronto.

“I have just reworked some of  what 
[Toronto] Councillor Norm Kelly 
put forward…to speak specifically 
to York Region and Aurora,” said 
Councillor Mrakas at last Tuesday’s 
Council meeting. “I think it makes 

sense, especially in this day and age. 
A lot of  people are doing business 
and transactions online and you don’t 
know who you are meeting. I think to 
give them a place where you can feel 
safe and make these transactions is a 
good thing, to have somewhere where it 
is safe for our residents to do this. It is 
only happening more and more and, for 
me, it is a no-brainer.”

Speaking to his motion, the Councillor 
amended what he put forward calling 
on the motion to be circulated to the 
eight other York Region municipalities 
for their consideration and support 
as well. It was a move which found 
support around the Council table, with 
members moving to ensure the results 
of  what the Police Services Board 
decides are communicated back to 
Council.

“I think this is very good for our 
residents,” said Councillor John Abel. 
“For my son and daughter, this is how 
they do business and I am stunned 
sometimes when my son says, ‘Oh, I 
got this.’ I actually don’t want to know, 
but I should know, and I think this is a 
really good Notice of  Motion.”

Added Councillor Sandra Humfryes: 
“This is exactly what my kids do. My son 
was meeting someone here and there 
and something strange was happening 
and he left the place. I am thankful that 
this is being brought forward, knowing 
kids ourselves who can utilize this safe 
space to do business.”

  Briefly

A lot of people are doing  
business and transactions  

online and you don’t know who 
you are meeting.

DRUNK DRIVER CHARGED AT SANTA CLAUS PARADE
An impaired driver was charged Saturday after breaching a barrier at Aurora’s annual Santa Under The 

Stars Parade. According to York Regional Police, the incident took place just after 6.30 p.m. while the parade was 
already in progress. “An officer was at a road closure location for the Aurora Santa Claus Parade, lights on, road 
closure barriers out, when vehicle travelling southbound on Yonge Street just past St. John’s Sideroad went right 
around the officer and those barriers,” said Constable Andy Pattenden. “Thankfully another officer was able to 
get the car stopped. The driver was investigated, four bottles of  empty alcohol [were] found in the car and, sure 
enough, the driver was impaired. Taken back for a breath test he blew twice the legal limit for alcohol in his 
system. Thankfully no one was injured at the parade.” The alcohol was later identified in a police statement as 
vodka coolers. This was just one of  20 incidents of  impaired driving identified by York Regional Police over the 
weekend.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON LIBRARY SQUARE
Have your say on the future of  Library Square this Thursday, December 1, as Councillors Tom Mrakas and 

Michael Thompson host a roundtable discussion Library Square: From Concept to Reality. The meeting, which 
gets underway at Town Hall starting at 7 p.m., is a chance for Council members to hear from area business owners 
and residents at large on the next steps towards “realizing the future of  Library Square. Come out and have your 
say in the revitalization of  our downtown by helping to move Library Square from concept to reality.”

BE A HOLIDAY HERO
Be a Holiday Hero this season and help a family in need with the York Regional Police. From December 3 at 11 

a.m. through Monday, December 5 at 7 p.m. drop off  a new, unwrapped toy, new children’s clothing or gift cards 
at the YRP’s donation station at Upper Canada Mall near Starbucks in Newmaket. For more information on the 
program, visit www.yrp.ca.

ONE FLOOR TO GO! 
This year’s response to the Aurora Senior’ Wish Association has been overwhelming. So far, businesses and 

residents have stepped up to the plate to “adopt” floors of  residents at a local long term care facility with such 
enthusiasm there is just one floor of  residents left in need. To get on board by the end of  this week, contact Eve 
Kotusiewicz at info@seniorswish.org or call 705-321-6539.
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Tigers rally to beat Icehawks
By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Tigers further separated 
themselves from the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League basement with their 
first road win of  the season on Friday.

Adam Petric scored twice in the 
third period to complete a comeback 
from an early 2 – 0 deficit, while Jacob 
Kostopolous added an insurance 
marker in the final five minutes for a 
4 – 2 win over the Milton Icehawks at 
the Milton Memorial Arena.

Mel Melconian broke the shutout 
in the second period with his team-
leading sixteenth goal of  the season, 
also assisting on Kostopolous’ marker 
to earn second star honours in the 
game.

The win was Aurora’s first in fifteen 
attempts on the road this season.

At the other end, Jake Sabourin was 
able to earn his first win of  the season, 
having lost or earned a no-decision in 
his first ten appearances. He was solid 
between the pipes in stopping 29 of  31 
shots faced.

The Icehawks, with only seven 
points in league standings all season, 
slip even further out of  the playoff  
picture with the loss.

A much tougher challenge awaited 
Sunday night in the Tigers’ Den, 
hosting the Cobourg Cougars, one of  
four OJHL teams ranked in the top 
20 in all of  Canadian minor junior 
hockey.

Brayden LaChance, fresh off  his 
best performance of  the year in a 
shutout of  the Trenton Golden Hawks 
last week, was forced to contend with 
an astonishing 62 shots in the game 
while killing off  nine minor penalties.

Opening the scoring in the first 
minute of  play, Cobourg spread three 
more goals out between the second 
and third periods for a 4 – 0 shutout of  
the home team.

It was just the seventh game all 
season that Melconian was held off  
the game sheet, after putting up ten 
points over the previous five games.

The eighteen-year old forward 
has played a key role in the recent 
resurgence of  the Tigers’ offense 
prior to the shutout, though he has 
been playing at over a point-per-game 
pace all season.

With sixteen goals and sixteen 
assists through the first 29 games of  
the season, Melconian is currently 
tied for twentieth in OJHL scoring 
in his first full season of  Junior A 
hockey.

“He obviously has a lot of  talent,” 
said head coach Brian Perrin, who 
took over the reins just over a month 
ago. “He’s a ‘gamebreaker’ kind of  kid. 
Puts in his best effort every night.”

The Aurora club will need their 
best effort in their only game this 
week, hosting the Pickering Panthers 
this Sunday.

Pickering, with three games in 
hand, lie just two points back of  the 
Tigers in the OJHL’s North division.

Puck drop is at 7 p.m. at the Aurora 
Community Centre.

The Tigers’ record of  5-22-0-4 is a 
marked improvement as of  late on a 
season that saw the club win only two 
of  their first 24 games.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

By Jake Courtepatte

It has been a whirlwind of  a month 
for cross country star Cami Ormond.

The Aurora Eagles athlete, a Grade 
Ten student, opened November with 
her second junior girls cross country 
title in a row at the Ontario Federation 
of  Schools Athletic Association 
championships, and her fourth 
OFSAA title in the last twelve months.

Finishing the 4,200-metre race 
in an impressive 15 minutes and 23 
seconds, Ormond crossed the line 
sixteen seconds ahead of  her closest 
opponent. 

The victory comes as no surprise: 
in the spring of  her Grade Nine year, 
she earned gold in both the 1,500 
and 3,000-metre races in the midget 
category, breaking a 30-year old record 
in the 3,000-metre.

“The competition at OFSAA cross 
country is awesome,” said Ormond. “I 
have so many great runners there to 
encourage me to go faster and do my 
best.”

Ormond, who also plays on 
Aurora High School’s Aurora Eagles’ 
basketball team, got into cross 
country and track at the elementary 

Sebastian Cirillo eyes down the puck in action at the Aurora Community Centre. The Aurora Tigers 
went 1 - 1 over two games last week. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Cami Ormond, pictured at the finish line of the Junior Girls OFSAA Cross Country championship earlier 
this month, won gold with Team Ontario at the Canadian Cross Country Championships in Kingston 
over the weekend. 				                                                          Photo by Timothy Ormond
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Aurora’s 
Ormond runs 
away with 
gold

school level. Before long, she realized 
that long distance was her strong suit.

Shortly before high school, Ormond 
joined her first running team, and 
gave up rep basketball last summer to 
focus on running competitively.

She has since steadily climbed to 
the top at the regional, provincial, and 
even national levels.

“My strategy always depends on 
who my competition is, and what the 
conditions are,” said Ormond. “I tend 
to start slow and gradually speed up 
and pick people off  throughout the 
race.”

The honours continued to pour 
in just this past weekend, taking 
part in the Canadian Cross Country 
Championships in Kingston, 
something Ormond said she was 
“super excited” about.

“My nationals meet was awesome. 
It was really fun to spend time with 
my team, and I loved having the 
opportunity to race against under 18 
girls from all across Canada.”

Finishing in fourth in the four-
km race, Ormond played a key role 
in Team Ontario bringing home 
provincial gold at the event.

Nick Mota, Joshua DeSouza, and 
Jonathan DeSouza, of  the Newmarket 
Huskies, also placed fourth, second, 
and tenth respectively in the under-18 
boys six kilometre race.

As for Ormond, she hopes that one 
day her running leads her to a spot on 
the Canadian Olympic team, possible 
alongside her sister Sion, who swims 
on the junior national synchronized 
swimming team.

Tigers see resurgence under new 
coach Perrin

By Jake Courtepatte

A new face behind the bench of  the 
Aurora Tigers has brought back a sparkle 
of  the Tigers of  the past.

Since Brian Perrin took over as head 
coach of  the Junior A club, the team has 
put up a 3-3-2 record, a major improvement 
over the first half  of  the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League season.

The Tigers have had a revolving door 
of  coaches over the past two seasons as 
they try to rekindle the fire that brought 
them to the OJHL finals in 2013-14. Mark 

Joslin lasted just thirteen games behind 
the bench last season before getting the 
boot, with owner Jim Thomson calling 
his team’s play “undisciplined”. 

Thomas Milne then took the reins, 
having formerly served under James 
Richmond as the team’s assistant coach. 
When he stepped down at the end of  the 
season after the Tigers bowed out of  the 
first round of  the postseason, Thomson 
made a bold move to hire Nikita Poliakov, 
the youngest head coach in the league 

Brian Perrin has led the Aurora Tigers to a 3-3-2 record since taking over behind the bench.

 Photo by OJHL Images
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Where can I get more information?

Staff will be available onsite to answer questions and direct  
traffic. For more information visit york.ca/wastedepots,  
follow @YorkRegionGovt or call 1-866-665-6752 

For general construction questions please contact:

Luis Carvalho, M.Sc. (Eng.), P.Eng., PMP
Senior Project Manager, Environmental Services Department 

McCleary 

Court
Site Location

LEGEND

 Phone: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75015    
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Court
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 Luis.carvalho@york.ca

NOTICE OF  
CONSTRUCTION 
  
 

IMPROVEMENTS
ARE COMING.

LEARN MORE!
NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION 
  
 
MCCLEARY COURT COMMUNITY 
CITY OF VAUGHAN,

ELGIN MILLS COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE 
TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL

The Regional Municipality of York will be working in your community  
to enhance the McCleary Court Community Environmental Centre  
(CEC) located at 130 McCleary Court (see map, right top), as well  
as the Elgin Mills Community Environmental Centre (CEC)  
located at 1124 Elgin Mills Road East (see map, right bottom).  
Construction will begin October 2016.
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The project includes:
 •  Addition of weigh scales for processing customer 

transactions 
 •  Integration of a Household Hazardous  

Waste Depot onsite

What can you expect during construction?
The CEC site will remain open to the public during 
construction and operations will be adjusted as required. 
Including: 

 • Changes to traffic flow at the facility
 • Location of bins and/or materials accepted
 • Extended wait time and onsite line ups
 • Possible delays and short-term site closures 

As with any construction project, there may be minor 
inconveniences which may affect you, however, every attempt 
will be made to keep these to a minimum. We appreciate your 
patience while construction is being completed.
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Aurora pedals forward on cycling master plan
By Brock Weir

If  you’re a cycling enthusiast – or 
even someone who just goes for a fun 
weekend pedal – you might have found 
an obstacle in your path to veer around, 
but Council took a sharp right turn this 
week in a direction that could make 
the self-propelled commute a little bit 
easier down the road.

Council signed off  on a notice of  
motion brought forward last week by 
Councillors Sandra Humfryes and Tom 
Mrakas, which will set in motion a new 
“Cycling Master Plan” for the Town of  
Aurora. 

In their motion, the Councillors 
pointed out cycling is not only a viable 
and cost-effective way to travel, but also 
the mode’s environmental credentials. 

“A Cycling Master Plan would create 
and improve opportunities throughout 
the Town of  Aurora for active 

recreation and active transportation 
for all residents and visitors,” said the 
Councillors. “The development of  active 
transportation infrastructure, policies 
and promotion strategies are also 
supported at the Federal, Provincial, 
County and local municipal levels of  
government. The purpose of  a Cycling 
Master Plan is to guide the development 
of  a long-term, comprehensive, Town-
wide on- and off-road commuter and 
recreational bicycling network. [It] 
will help support the Town of  Aurora’s 
pursuit of  becoming Canada’s most 
active municipality.”

The recommendation called on Town 
Staff  to work with the municipal Trails 
and Active Transportation Committee 
to develop the Plan and, speaking to the 
motion, the Councillors emphasised 
how much this would mean to achieving 
that overall goal of  “activity” Aurora 
has set for itself  with an eye to 2020.

“We have been discussing this 
as far as the Trails Committee for 
quite a while, looking at developing a 
cycling master plan and I, along with 
Councillor Humfryes, figured it was 

time we worked on it and thought it 
is time to move forward, and have 
the Trails Committee begin to do a 
lot of  work in developing this,” said 
Councillor Mrakas, noting they didn’t 
think there would be any need to bring 
on consultants to finish the job. 

“We don’t feel there is a need to 
go to anything exterior. We feel this 
can be done in house. We have a great 
committee and they will be excited to 
move forward on this. The thought is 
not just to create a Cycling Master Plan 
for the Town of  Aurora, but we need to 
look at how we can interconnect with 
all the other municipalities and with 
the Region’s Cycling Master Plan they 
developed back in 2008. We need to have 
that connection between all of  them so 
if  someone wants to go from Georgina 
through Richmond Hill on their bike 
they should be able to safely, and so I 
think that if  we put forward that plan 
and let it out there and work with the 
other municipalities we can create an 
excellent bike movement throughout 
York Region.”

Speaking to their motion, Councillor 

Humfryes reiterated the “excitement” 
felt by the Committee in moving this 
forward and gave Council a sneak peek 
at what’s to come.

“[This Master Plan] is just one 
of  the things the Trails and Active 
Transportation Committee would like 
to do [including] a Bike Aurora Day 
next year,” she said. “We are really 
excited that they are taking [this] on 
and I can’t wait to get moving on it. 
You’ll hear more about it shortly.”

While Council waits to hear more 
about Bike Aurora Day, they voiced 
their overall support of  the proposal. 

Councillor Michael Thompson, for 
instance, said he agrees that it “aligns 
well” with other initiatives the Town 
has either recently completed or still 
have in the works including the “most 
active community” goal and Aurora’s 
Sports Plan.

“I look forward to [this] coming 
back” he said, suggesting that once the 
framework for developing the Cycling 
Master Plan is established that the 
Town’s Parks and Recreation be invited 
to provide their input.

Aliana and Sienna proudly display their new skates from the Aurora Skate and Skate Dress Swap, held at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex on Saturday and 
sponsored by Activate Aurora.     									                            Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.
www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $3695

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad

Bean Salad
 French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

The Canadian Tire Aquatics Centre at the SARC was dedicated Wednesday by (from left) Councillor Wen-
dy Gaertner, Parks & Recreation Director Al Downey, Town of Aurora’s Louise Dyer, Canadian Tire’s Jeff 
Hodgkinson, Lori Gagnon of Jumpstart, Mayor Geoff Dawe, Councillor Tom Mrakas, Aurora CAO Doug 
Nadorozny, and Town of Aurora’s John Firman. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Jump into the Canadian Tire Aquatics Centre at the SARC
By Brock Weir

Local swimmers can now dip their 
toes into the waters of  the newly 
minted Canadian Tire Aquatics 
Centre.

The new name of  the pool at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
on Wellington Street East was unveiled 
on Wednesday morning by Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe and Jeff  Hodgkinson, 
owner of  Aurora’s Canadian Tire 
store on Bayview Avenue.

Canadian Tire has purchased 
the naming rights of  the facility 
for five years, joining the ranks 
of  organizations like Highland 
Automotive Professionals, Aurora 
Toyota, and Pfaff, who have each lent 
their name to municipal facilities – in 
their case, arenas – over the last few 
years. 

“Sponsors play an important role 
in developing youth and recreation 
programs in our community,” said 
the Town in a statement. “Funds from 
this $10,000 sponsorship will go back 
into youth programming and help 
Aurora maintain quality programs at 
affordable pricing for all members of  
the community.

“Canadian Tire Aurora has included 
their charitable arm Jumpstart in 
the naming rights. The new owner of  
Canadian Tire Aurora is dedicated 
to making a positive difference in 
Aurora and supporting Jumpstart’s 
core purpose of  enriching the lives of  
kids in financial need through sports 
and physical activity. As a strong 
supporter of  Jumpstart, Canadian 
Tire Aurora helps to give kids in our 
community from families in financial 
need the same chance to participate in 
sports as their neighbours, classmates 
and friends. Whether it’s the chance 
to try a new sport or to continue with 
a favourite one, no child is left out.”

Speaking after the photo 
opportunity, which was also attended 
by Councillors Wendy Gaertner and 
Tom Mrakas, Aurora CAO Doug 
Nadorozny, and Parks and Recreation 
Director Al Downey, Mr. Hodgkinson 

reaffirmed this commitment.
“I think it is important to give back 

to the community,” he said. “There 
is a good synergy between the Town, 
Canadian Tire and our Jumpstart 
Program, so this was a natural fit. For 
the first time, the local store is going 
to take an active role with Jumpstart 
with our own chairperson to oversee 
things. We try to stay arms-length 
and we need to have it as a non-profit 
group and that is where the Town 
fits in to be able to administer that 
and bring the funds back into the 
community and it can stay here.”

Added Mayor Dawe: “It is a great 
partnership. We have had this 
conversation many times; Aurora is a 
very affluent Town, but there are still 
a fair number of  people who struggle 
to get by. Programs like Jumpstart 
help those kids who couldn’t 
otherwise play a sport. Canadian Tire 
is extremely generous in how they 
put that program together and what 
they do. Even the program they run 
in the spring where they have that 
big Play Day at Machell Park, putting 
that together it is a great partnership 
and I think it is an opportunity for the 
Town to recognize how our business 
partners do give back.”

*$10.00 off  

Furnace Clean & Check!

Service You Can Trust.  Since 1924

www.tholiver.com 
136 Wellington St. E. Aurora

905.727.4258
Gas Fireplaces & Duct Cleaning

*$10.00 taken off final invoice. One coupon per appliance. Offer can be applied to Furnace, 
Fireplace or Duct Cleaning. No cash value. Offers can not be combined. Oliver reserves the 
right to limit promo. Call for complete details. Must be presented to Technician at time of 

service. Expires October 31, 2016. December 15, 2016
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Santa Under the Stars
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905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Bathroom & Kitchen Accessories

Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

brings out thousands
Santa usually has to contend with snow as 
he makes his way down Yonge Street in the 
annual Aurora parade, but rain added a bit 
of cheerful glisten to his path. (Opposite, 
Top Row) Crowds lining Yonge Street, armed 
with snowsuits, umbrellas and blankets, were 
prepared for anything Mother Nature threw 
at them. (Opposite, Second Row) The Royal 
Canadian Legion Colour Guard, far left, and 
Town Crier John Webster, far right, leant the 
parade a bit of pomp and circumstance, while 
the Aurora Winter Blues Fest brought the 
party atmosphere. Local churches were well 
represented with bands, floats, and this nativ-
ity scene. (Opposite, Third Row) Representing 
the Town of Aurora were Mayor Geoff Dawe, 
along with Councillors Michael Thompson, 
Jeff Thom, Tom Mrakas, Wendy Gaertner, and 
John Abel. Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Pe-
terson and wife Andrea wave to the crowds 
while veteran Dorothy Gummersall rides shot-
gun. Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP 
Leona Alleslev. (Opposite, fourth row) The Au-
rora Tigers thrilled sports fans. Citizen of the 
Year Mary Georgopoulos gives a cheery wave. 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard was 
joined by his team. (Opposite, Bottom Row & 
This Page, Top Row) Friendly faces from a va-
riety of community groups, organizations and 
businesses were out in force. (Second Row) 
The St. Andrew’s College Pipes and Drums 
had their bagpipes decorated in Christmas 
lights.  (Third Row) Canada Post helped San-
ta pick up letters from kids along the parade 

route while the Newmarket Community Band 
kept toes tapping. (Bottom) Central York Fire 
Services’ vintage wheels. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger
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Theatre Aurora’s Spring Awakening: A review
By Scott Johnston

Theatre Aurora’s latest play, 
“Spring Awakening”, is not the sort 
of  fare we’re used to seeing at the 
Henderson Drive theatre.

Considered a “children’s tragedy,” 
the play is an updated version of  

a German script that was banned 
throughout most of  Europe in 1908.

Although modernized to a folk/rock 
musical by Steven Sater and Duncan 
Sheik in 2006, it still maintains its 
original serious and controversial 
themes.

The story is set in 1891 Germany, 

and follows the lives of  several young 
men and women as they navigate 
the challenging road of  adolescence, 
authority and the expectations of  
society.

Because of  the scope of  the issues 
the play tackles, there are a lot of  sub-
plots packed into it, meaning some 
characters and storylines may not get 

Religious organizations can get 
proclamation after all – with 
conditions

the attention they deserve.
Although some of  the themes 

may make some viewers shift 
uncomfortably at times, the 
performances will more than make 
up to for it. All of  the thirteen cast 
members, most of  them younger 
actors and actresses, do an excellent 
job with both the acting and singing.  
The musical numbers are varied, and 
wonderfully supported by the seven 
musicians.

The musicians are set up on a 
raised dais at the back of  the stage, 
with the story taking place in front of  
them. This provides the audience the 
full effect of  seeing the musicians and 
players performing together.

It’s not often that a Theatre Aurora 
play comes with the disclaimer that 
it contains course language, mature 
content, adult situations and nudity. 
It was a bold choice of  material, but 
director Sergio Calderon and his team 
have done a good job with it.

It will leave you with something to 
think about.

Evening performances of  “Spring 
Awakening” continue at Theatre 
Aurora, 150 Henderson Drive, 
December 1, 2 and 3.

Tickets are available through the 
box office at 905-727-3669.

Aaron Cadesky, front, plays Melchior. He’s pictured 
here with co-stars Will Mackenzie, Jeff McAlister, 
Tom D’Vaz, Bruce Williamson, Vincent Perri, and 
Dane Harvey. 

By Brock Weir

Religious organizations will 
still be able to get Town-issued 
proclamations, but there are some 
conditions attached.

Last month, an attempt to 
formalize what kinds of  events get 
a formal proclamation from Council 
raised the ire of  Councillor Harold 
Kim who suggested it discriminated 
against Religious groups. 

Aurora currently issues an 
average of  38 proclamations each 
year to highlight events, celebrations 
and awareness campaigns hosted by 
various community organizations 
and international groups, but there 
has been a lack of  administration 
policy to approve or deny requests. 

Developed looking at the 
practices of  other municipalities, 
the policy sets out new criteria 
requiring proclamations be issued 
to “acknowledge the efforts, 
commitments and achievement of  
individuals and organizations that 
enhance the community of  Aurora” 
and “recognize public awareness 
campaigns, charitable fundraising 
campaigns and arts and cultural 
celebrations of  significance to the 
Town.”

Future proclamations will be 
limited to these public awareness and 
charity campaigns, arts and cultural 
celebrations, special honours for 
individuals and organizations and 
civic promotions. 

Situations that will be side-stepped 
by the policy include any applications 
“with no demonstrated interest 
or direct relationship” to Aurora 
and, in the original draft, “matters 
of  political controversy, political 
parties or political organizations, 

religious organizations, or religious 
events or celebrations, businesses, 
attempts to influence Town Policy, 
national days around the world, and 
matters deemed discriminatory, 
among others.”

That last clause was modified last 
week before final approval to address 
the issues raised by Councillor Kim 
– and bolstered by Councillor Jeff  
Thom – who said excluding Religious 
organizations, which often spearhead 
charitable and community causes, 
was discriminatory in itself. 

The new policy includes provisions 
including “awareness or celebration 
that promotes interfaith and/
or intercultural dialogue” while 
expressly excluding “religious 
organizations whose intent it is to 
claim a recognition, or imposition of  
religious doctrine and/or particular 
portions of  religious doctrine.”

“Given that they do a lot of  
important work and they serve the 
community in many charitable 
capacities, I just felt we didn’t want to 
exclude faith based-organizations,” 
said Councillor Kim last week 
before the new policy got the formal 
approval of  Council. “It was just a 
verbiage issue from my consultation 
with [Ms. Lyons] and, as a result, she 
put an amendment in and I am all 
for the amendment which is more 
inclusive.”

Given that they do a lot of 
important work and they 

serve the community in many 
charitable capacities, I just 

felt we didn’t want to exclude 
faith based-organizations
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From page 15

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

NEED HELP IN 
THE OFFICE? 
Place your Help 
Wanted ad in The  
Auroran Communi-
ty Newspaper. Call 
905-727-3300 exten-
sion 102. We look 
forward to hearing 
from you. 

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

R E G I S T E R E D  
RECES required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com.

ABATE RABBIT PACKERS meat pro-
cessing facility from Arthur immediately 
requires 16 Wholesale and Retail Butch-
ers with a minimum of  2 to 3 years of  di-
rect hands on experience in meat cutting 
and processing. Duties include cutting and 
sectioning of  meat, skinning and remov-
ing blemishes, deboning rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat into specialized cuts and  
preparing for wholesale and retail sales. HS 
diploma or equivalent required. Positions 
offered are permanent full time and salary is 
$16.00/hr for 42.5 hrs a week, OT after 44 hrs 
a week. Please apply in person at 7597 Jones 
Baseline in Arthur, via email at joea@abate-
packers.com, via fax at 1-519-848-2793 or via 
phone at 1-519-848-2107.

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY  
LOOKING for experienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site supervisor for the 
York Region area. Please email  
resume to: stepheno@intercity 
realty.com fax: 905-597-0493   office: 905-597-
0227.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
POSITIONS IN VAUGHAN
• Maintenance Manager.. $80K
• Maintenance Electrician (Lic.) 
 $30 + / hr
• Maintenance Mechanic (Lic.)  
$30 +/ hr

• Millwright (Lic.)  $30 + / hr
• Manufacturing Supervisors, $60K_______________________________  

BOLTON OPPORTUNITIES
• Plant Engineer, Bolton, $90K
• Automation Engineer, $90K
• Forklift Repairman, Bolton,  
$26.00 / hr.

• Forklift, Counter Balance Cert., 
$16.00 – 18.00 / hr.

• MIG Welder Fitters, Bolton,  
$17-20 /hr.

• Labourers $15.00 / hr.
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted
• Accommodations for job applicants with 

disabilities are available on request for your 
recruitment process.

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL? Place  
your ad in The Au-
roran Community 
Newspaper. “FOR 
SALE” Call 905-727-
3300 extension 102.

SERVICES

WANTED AVON 
REPS Work from 
Home Office.  Start-
Up Fee $10. Call or 
text Linda 905-557 
-0070.

C O N C R E T E 
R O O F I N G 
TILES for sale.  
Repairs available. 
Text/Call 519-217-
7777.  

HOW SAFE 
IS YOUR JOB?

 
Start building your 

business today! 
Supplement your income  

by working part-time. 
You set your own hours. 

Ask me how!  
Call Ruth Greaves at
 1-888-240-4767

(includes carpet, pad & install)

877.759.8179
carpetdeals.ca

Call Steve

I have 1000’s 
of yards of new 

100% nylon carpet.
Will install livingroom 
& hall for as little as 

$389.00

CARPET

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 
Lots of  experience  

and references. 
Call: 416-434-6229 

AURORA/WELLINGTON & LESLIE One 
bedroom, two washrooms, lakeview, $1,400/
mo. parking and utilities included, no smok-
ers, no pets. Call Anna 416-564-4330.

4  B E D R O O M  H O U S E  i n  
Sutton. Parking, close to schools. 
Available immediately. ALSO avail-
able 4 bedroom house in Keswick. 
Parking, close to schools. Available  
immediately.  Please call 416-846-3348 for 
more information.

SENIOR CARRIERS WANTED 
to deliver The Auroran newspaper 

every Thursday. 
Earn money while getting exercise. 

Contact Cephise 416-505-2770

Place your advertising
 in 

The Auroran  
Classifieds 

905-727-3300
Ext. 102

S H E E P S K I N 
COAT –  Danier  
1 0 0 % s h e e p s k i n 
coat. Perfect con-
dition. Only worn 
twice. $390 or best 
offer. For more in-
formation and to 
view – 905-727-6497.

COMMING EVENTS

DECEMBER 1 – 4
The Patrick House Art Studio & Gallery will feature 

“Ambiance”, recent paintings by Mahtab Abdollahi and 
Josee Savaria. Opening reception is Thursday, December 
1 from 6 – 9 p.m. Gallery hours are Friday, December 2 and 
Saturday, December 3 from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, 
December 4, from 12 noon to 4 p.m. For more information, 
call 416-220-2127.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
Celebrate the launch of  two new exhibitions at the 

Aurora Cultural Centre this evening from 6 – 9 p.m. 
Formally opening tonight are Giinwint Aadizookaanaan: 
Refections of  Ogemawahj,  solo exhibition and sale by 
Clayton Samuel King. Also opening is the seven-artist Raw 
Material: Double Door Gallery Artists’ Group Exhibition 
and Sale. Plan to make it an evening of  art and music! Come 
for the exhibition, then stay for the Cultural Centre’s holiday 
concert, featuring the Ennis Sisters of  Newfoundland with 
an East Coast Family Christmas. Concert starts at 8 pm, 
directly following the reception. Exhibitions continue 
through December 17. For more information, including 
tickets, visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
Come to the Aurora Public Library today for their 

annual Holiday Open House from 9.30 a.m. to 11.15 a.m. 
Enjoy hot chocolate, cookies and holiday fun while posing 
for a holiday picture. Their photographer will “Trap” you 
inside a snow globe and the photo will then be sent to you to 
share. Enjoy a festive story time with carols, seasonal books 
and more. The Festive Photo Op runs from 9.30 to 10.30 a.m., 
and Polly & Her Puppets take the stage from 10.30 – 11.15 a.m.

* * * * 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev 

will be serving up hot chocolate at her Constituency Office 
today from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Come and warm up with a 
cup and a chat with your Member of  Parliament. The office 
is located at 12820 Yonge Street, Suite 202, in Oak Ridges.

* * *  *
The Northridge Community Church, 15338 Leslie Street, 

Aurora, hosts a Santa Shuffle today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 
supporting the Salvation Army. This Fun Run and Elf  Walk 
aims to have over 300 participants. For more information, 
visit Santashuffle.ca. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
CHRISTMAS AT THE MANOR: The Aurora Historical 

Society hosts their annual Family Christmas today from 
1 -4 p.m. Enjoy live music, children’s activities, light 
refreshments, a gift shop, Art at the Manor 2016, and get 
your photos taken with Santa! $5 per adult and $3 per child. 
For more, call 905-727-8991 or visit www.aurorahs.com.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
The Aurora Community Band presents a holiday 

concert like no other! Join a musical journey to celebrate 
indomitable human spirit with heroic fanfares, lyric 
chorales, movie monsters and tuneful witches in a “Heroes 
& Monsters” theme.  Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street, 8 p.m. Tickets are $10, $5 for seniors & students, 
available at the door or at auroracommunityband@gmail.
com.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
Come to Town Hall this evening to celebrate the holiday 

season at Aurora’s Tree Lighting Ceremony from 6.30 – 8.30 
p.m. Meet Santa, Mrs. Claus and see Santa’s reindeer. Mrs. 
Claus will be reading her favourite book ‘Twas the Night 
before Christmas at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre located at 90 
John West Way. This year, the Petch House will be housing 
Santa’s reindeer and you can also enjoy a fire juggling show 
and Frosty the Snowman live theatrical performance by 
The Canadian Children’s Theatre Company. The Salvation 
Army will be collecting food and toy donations as well as 
money for their Christmas Kettle Drive. Every donation 
helps puts a smile on a family’s face.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
The Aurora Public Library and Amnesty International 

host World Human Rights Day today from 10.30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Celebrate our human rights – a family story time and 
community art are all part of  the festivities. Meet your local 
Amnesty International Chapter, write a letter, pick up some 
information, and enjoy their displays.

* * * * 
Trinity Anglican Aurora hosts the Toronto Welsh Male 

Voice Choir in aid of  Welcome Table, a weekly free sit down 
meal provided for people in need. The performance starts at 
7.30 p.m. in the church located at 79 Victoria Street. Tickets 
are $25 and can be ordered through the church office at 905-
727-6101. The choir played to a sold out auditorium on its 
first visit two years ago The program includes Canadian, 
International and Welsh pieces including We Rise Again, 
Finlandia, Nessun Dorma, When I Fall in Love, and sing-
along carols such as Do You Hear What I Hear, The First 
Noel and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. A cash bar and 
buffet will be held in the church basement after the concert. 
All are invited to this traditional Afterglow, where more 
singing usually occurs. The cost of  the buffet is $10; drinks 
are extra.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
A Musical Christmas: Join the Aurora Historical 

Society once again at Hillary House this afternoon from 1 – 4 
p.m. with a musical interlude featuring pianist Ellen Meyer. 
She will play Christmas favourites while you enjoy light 
refreshments, Art At The Manor, holiday décor, and the gift 
shop. $7 per adult or $3 per child. For more, call 905-727-8991 
or visit www.aurorahs.com. 

To submit your event send details in 100 
words or less to letters@auroran.com with 

the subject line “Coming Events”.

at 27-years old, having worked with 
Thomson at his camp for years.

But now Thomson and his staff  hope 
they have finally found their guy, in hiring 
the veteran coach Perrin when the Tigers 
remained poised to stay in the OJHL’s 
basement.

Perrin, unlike Poliakov, took the job 
with plenty of  experience in the OJHL, 
having last worked in the league as the 
head coach and general manager of  the 
rival Newmarket Hurricanes in the 2014-
15 season. He was released from the team 
over disagreements with the ownership.

Perrin first met Thomson when his 
son, Tigers veteran defenseman James 
Thomson, was a call-up for the Hurricanes 
in the 2013-14 season.

Taking over a team that had just lost 
nine straight games, the Tigers have more 
than doubled their standings points in the 
eight games that Perrin has been behind 
the bench, and are now ahead of  or tied 
with four other teams in the OJHL.

It’s a long and challenging task, to 
bring up to speed a group of  youngsters 
that consists of  just two returning players 
from the previous season. With player 
cards on short order after using up the 
majority to try to fix the team early in the 
season, not much can be done in terms of  
roster moves going forward.

“It’s a young team, that’s growing,” 
said Perrin. “There’s a lot of  potential, 
and you can tell it’s a team that can be 
very competitive very soon.”

New coach has turned around Tigers’ fortunes

Members of the Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadets took over the Royal Canadian Legion on Saturday night for their traditional Spaghetti Dinner. Proceeds from 
this fall’s event will go towards sending 40 members of the Corps to Vimy Ridge this April to participate in commemorations marking the 100th Anniversary of 
the defining Canadian victory in the First World War. (Clockwise from Above Left) Brandon and Alicia, pictured here with Captain Sue Lusk, let the meatballs go 
to their heads. Natalia, Seamus and Nicholas run the dish pit. The pasta, meatballs and garlic bread were dished out by Silvana, Joanne, Gail and Mike. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

THAT’S A SPICY MEATBALL! 

NEW GORMLEY STATION OFFERS  
MORE COMMUTER OPTIONS

A new GO Transit station in Gormley will 
offer local commuters more options on how to get 
Downtown. Starting December 5, five morning 
and five afternoon peak-period train trips will be 
extended from Richmond Hill GO Station to serve 
the new Gormley GO Station. In addition, there 
will be two-way bus service between Gormley GO 
Station and Union Station during the midday and 
night-time bus service from Union to Gormley. 

The Gormley GO Station is fully accessible 
and has been built to achieve LEED Silver 
certification. Green building features include 
rainwater harvesting technology and innovative 
roofing that is made from 95 per cent recycled 
materials.  To support new service to Gormley 
GO Station, a  new  train storage facility with 
capacity for six trains was recently built and 
opened in Richmond Hill.  Careful design work 
also preserved the natural environment around 
Gormley GO Station, including a creek, a forested 
area and a small meadow.

The new Gormley GO Station is on the 
Richmond Hill GO rail line at Stouffville Road, 
west of  Highway 404. The station features 850 
parking spaces, a bus loop, and several amenities 
for customer convenience including two electric 
vehicle charging stations, a kiss-and-ride area, 
heated shelters, and a platform snowmelt system. 

The opening of  this new station helps meet 
the growing demand for GO rail and bus in York 
Region, and is part of  Ontario’s GO Regional 
Express Rail plan to bring more transit to more 
people throughout the GTHA.

Perrin said he sees major potential 
in the club’s goaltending, the tandem of  
Brayden LaChance and Jake Sabourin. 

“The goaltending has been the strength 
from the start,” said Perrin. “Our 
goaltenders give us the chance to compete 

every night and that’s all you can ask from 
them.”

While the long term goal for the team 
is to squeak into the postseason, Perrin 
said his team will have to work hard to get 
there.

“It’s not out of  the question.”

  Briefly
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

MORTGAGE/FINANCE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca
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KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

HVAC

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

PARALEGAL

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

1st, 2nd, Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO ...WE SAY YES!!!
NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

416.992.5104
CALL OR TEXT

NEW HOME
Ga

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS
GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service Directory

905-727-3300

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

Licensed Paralegal 
by the Law Society of Upper Canada 

➢ Small Claims 
➢ Landlord and Tenant Board 
➢ Criminal Summary Convictions 

➢ Provincial Offences 
➢ Highway Traffi c Tickets 
➢ Immigartion

Alanis Clubine alanis.paralegal@gmail.com
905-235-7277 Free Consultation Hablamos Espanol

Increases Confidence
 & Self­Esteem

Improves Concentration
& Academic Performance
Enhances Self­Discipline

Great Exercise and
Fun for the Entire Family

NORTHERN KARATE SCHOOLS

905-726-8886

                                             TM
Try Our

                      for Only   $19.95            
                                

www.northernkarate.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call  416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: info@ecolimoyorkregion.com   ecolimoyorkregion.com

 York Region

MORTGAGE

Private Funds 
for Any Reason!

2.29% 5-Year Fixed 
2.05% 5-Year Variable

Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 
with today’s highest effi ciency models

up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home
• Finish basement with 20K
• Deck from $20 per square foot.

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

 
Residential & Commercial 

Cleaning Services 

Vicky Roblin 
Tel: 905-967-0445
Cell: 647-333-7397
www.spar-clean.caSince 1996

Spar-Clean Inc.

AURORA CLEANING SERVICES

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• OFFICES

416-319-9683
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At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

SKYLIGHTS WATER
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

ADVERTISE

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

HELP WANTED

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Freelance Reporter  

with a passion for community news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local community events and issues.

Freelance Reporter
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
brock@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Freelance reporting work for weekly  

community newspapers and special projects 

• Will produce stories and bylines for the events they cover

• Will be paid on a freelance/contract basis per project/story

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity,  
as the majority of the writing for this role will be local

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

and other advertising mediums
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Sales Driven
Great Personal Skills

College Certificate  
or University Dipolma

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Zach Shoub,
General Manager
zach@lpcmedia.ca

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

Carrier Delivery! 

Kids...looking to make some Extra Money?
 

SENIOR CARRIERS WANTED 
to deliver The Auroran newspaper every Thursday.

 Earn money while getting exercise. 
Contact Cephise 416-505-2770
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We’re looking for the smartest 
football fan in Canada…

This man clearly has outstanding taste in football teams 
and beer. If you know him, or are him, please contact us 
at hockleybrewingco@gmail.com. We have a Hockley 
reward just for you. Congratulations to the Ottawa 
REDBLACKS and their fans – you’re classics. Just like our beer.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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