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SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

 

Register today!
905-895-1700 ext. 259

16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

SPEND-A-HALF DAY
Friday, May 13

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road
www.lexusrh.com

TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

AURORA’S 2015
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

Private 2 acre lot in Aurora’s Hazelburn Estates!  Complete Reno 
– over 8,000 SF of quality living space!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings – 
open concept plan! Hwd & updated porcelain flrs!  Gourmet kit 
w/huge centre island w/bkfst bar, B-I appli, granite counters & 
backsplash! Inviting master w/enticing ensuite!  Knockout prof.  finished 
entertaining lower level!$2,098,888

“GATED” CALEDON 10 ACRE ESTATE!

“The Package” – shows to perfection! Gore Rd & Hwy 9!  Paved rd. 
access!  Long sweeping circular drive!  Mature manicured 5 ac.+ 
forested area!  4000+ SF upgraded exec. home w/bright prof. 
fin. lower level w/inlaw ability!  5 bdrms total!  Oasis backyard 
complete w/gunite pool, waterfall & entertaining-sized cabana.  
7 car garage & more!  

$2,448,888

BUNGALOW BEAUTY!  INDOOR 
& OUTDOOR POOL!

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

TAX 
EVENT

with FREE assembly 
and delivery in-town!

on in-stock Designer 
PATIO FURNITURE!

1 Vata Court, Aurora   
905-713-2317

backyardpoolandspa.ca
Celebrating 23 years 

in business

also 
on SALEBBQ’S

Selling the Homes in Aurora, Newmarket, over 30 years!

Consistent Award Winning 
Sales Representative 

Dave Woodhead  Sales Representative 

Offi ce:   905.727-3154
direct:   416-347.7945
14799 Yonge St. Aurora ON L4G 1N1

Dwoodhead@sympatico.ca
www.DaveWoodhead.ca  

Come see Louise and the
 rest of the stylists at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 

 
Ryan “pays it forward” for Able Network

By Brock Weir

“We Ryan Grants have to stick 
together.”

That is just one example of  the 
community outpouring received by 
Ryan Grant, along with his parents 
Debby and Greg, after they went 
public with their story.

Ryan, who lives with Down 
Syndrome, had his bag stolen this 
past March while waiting at the York 
Region Transit stop on the northeast 
corner of  Yonge and Wellington. 
This was no ordinary bag. It not only 
contained a change of  clothes, but 

also his cell phone and newly-bought 
bus pass, both necessary items to 
maintain his independence as he goes 
about his day working at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex and Sunrise 
Senior Living, as well as working out 
at Club Aurora.

A client of  the Aurora-based Able 
Network, which helps those living 
with intellectual challenges live, 
work and give back independently 
to the community in which they 
live, Able and The Grant family 
reached out to The Auroran to 
raise awareness of  the work these 
men and women are doing in the  

community and urge the public to 
keep an eye out for them.

Since The Auroran and, 
subsequently, CTV Toronto told Ryan’s 
story late last month, the Grants say 
they have been overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of  support they have 
received from the community – so 
much so that Ryan has decided to pay 
it forward to the organization that has 
helped him become so independent.

“As soon as the article came out and 
then CTV put it on, the community 
was just outraged that this happened,” 
says Debby. “People started asking 

By Brock Weir

Sheppard’s Bush is going to the dogs 
next Saturday, May 14, as the Town 
of  Aurora launches Paws in the Park, 
a new celebration of  our best furry 
friends. 

Paws in the Park is an opportunity 
not only for your pampered pooch to 
strut their stuff  down the runway in a 
pet fashion show, but also connect with 
local pet services and stores, as well as 
sound off  on the future needs of  the 

Four-step plan approved for Cultural 
Precinct, Library Square decision

By Brock Weir

There might soon be a light at the 
end of  the tunnel for Aurora’s proposed 
Cultural Precinct and the future of  
Library Square.

Council unanimously approved 
a four-step plan to bring the long-
gestating projects in for a landing after 
years of  indecision and, as far as the 
proposed Cultural Precinct is concerned, 
significant confusion.

The approved “reboot” of  the 
consultation process outlines four key 
“milestones”, the first of  which came 
at last week’s Council meeting which 

“reaffirmed” Council’s previous position 
on developing a Cultural Precinct 
and agreeing on how everything has 
transpired so far. 

The second milestone will review 
the results of  a re-purposing study 
on different buildings in the precinct 
envelope, with the third focusing on 
presenting concept plans, and the fourth 
charting a firm direction forward.

As Council once again tackled the 
issue of  Downtown Revitalization it was 
important that a firm decision – as long 
as it is a firm decision – move forward 
without delay. And, for many, there 

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS 

www.highlandgm.com

Serving Aurora 
and Surrounding Area 

For More Than 45 YEARS!

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

COMMUNITY OUTPOURING – Since Ryan Grant, centre, had his bag stolen at the bus stop on the northeast corner of Yonge and Wellington at the end 
of March, he has received an outpouring of goodwill and donations from the Aurora and Newmarket communities – and now he has decided to pay it 
forward. Since businesses like Cobs Bread and Boston Pizza stepped up with gift cards to be used in a fundraiser, he now has nearly $1,000 raised, which 
he intends to donate to Able Network this week. Pictured here with Ryan are dad Greg and Able Network’s Celene Tremblay.    Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Sign up now to join the
Canada Day Parade!
The Town of Aurora is already busy planning for another 
exciting Canada Day Parade on Friday, July 1.

Are you interested in being part of the 2016 Canada Day Parade?

Register floats, marching groups, bands and vehicles before June 23. 
Applications are available for download at 
www.aurora.ca/canadaday  

Parade entry fees
$75 Aurora business
$150 Non-Aurora business
Individuals and not-for-profit 
groups can participate for FREE

For more information, 
please call 905-726-4762.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Proposed Private Tree Protection By-Law Approval

On February 9, 2016 Aurora Town Council directed that a “Private 
Tree Protection By-Law” to prohibit and or regulate the injury or 
destruction of trees on private property in the Town of Aurora, 
be presented to Council for approval and that the current Tree 
Protection By-law No. Number 4474-03.D. be repealed.

Please be advised that the Revised By-law will be presented to 
Council for enactment at the General Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016.

Pending Council approval, the revised Private Tree Protection 
By-Law will come into effect on Tuesday, May 24, 2016 with the 
following significant revisions:

• Number of trees that can be removed from a private property 
in a 12-month period without obtaining a permit has been 
reduced to two (2) trees from four (4) trees.

• A permit must be obtained prior to removal of a single heritage 
tree or a single tree in any heritage district as described in the 
By-Law.

• For larger properties, owners shall be permitted to remove two 
(2) trees per .25 ha. of property in a 12-month period without 
obtaining a permit. (For example: Owner of a 1 ha. property can 
remove eight (8) trees in a 12-month period without obtaining 
a permit.)

For more information about this By-Law, including permit fees, 
please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3222.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Monday, May 9 7 p.m. Holland Room Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 10 9:30 a.m. Newmarket Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, May 10 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, May 11 7 p.m. Aurora Cultural Centre Aurora Cultural Centre Board
Thursday, May 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, May 12 7 p.m. Holland Room Economic Development Advisory Committee

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Thank You Aurora! Annual Clean-Up Day a Success

On Saturday, April 23, more than 500 enthusiastic volunteers 
participated in The Town of Aurora’s Annual Clean-Up Day. More 
than 1.22 tonnes of trash was collected at over 30 locations 
throughout Aurora. 

Thank you to all of the participants who volunteered their time 
and energy to help clean up our community.

Thank you to the Aurora Community Band and the Aurora 
Optimist Club, as well as our generous event sponsors: 
GFL Environment, GLAD, Home Depot, Meridian and Tim Hortons.

The Town of Aurora’s Canada Day Festivities will be taking place on Friday, July 1. The Department of Parks & Recreation Services 
requests to hear from interested community groups or cultural performers that would like participate in this event.

Interested parties are requested to email their details regarding the level of participation to the Recreation Supervisor, Special 
Events at sware@aurora.ca by Tuesday, May 31.

For more information please call 905-726-4762.

Town of Aurora
Department of Parks & Recreation Services

MULTICULTURAL SPECIAL EVENT OPPORTUNITIES

PUBLIC NOTICE

WHAT’S HAPPENING

THANK YOU

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4376

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
The following street will be closed to vehicular traffic from Monday, May 2 to approximately 
Monday, May 16 for replacement of the underground road infrastructure.

ROAD CLOSURE:   Industrial Parkway South from Wellington Street to Industry Street 

DATE:   Monday, May 2 to Monday, May 16  

DETOUR:   Please follow detour signage posted. Businesses in the area are open for business and  
  access will remain open to local traffic.

CONTACT: For more information, please contact Norman Whitley, Administrator, Construction Projects, 
   Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 4376. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4376

NOTICE OF TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
The following street will be closed to vehicular traffic from Monday, April 18 to approximately 
Wednesday, May 18 for road reconstruction.

ROAD CLOSURE:   Vandorf Sideroad from Leslie Street to 1270 Vandorf Sideroad

DATE:   Monday, April 18 to Wednesday, May 18

DETOUR:   Please follow detour signage posted. Access will remain open to local traffic.

 
CONTACT: For more information, please contact Norman Whitley, Administrator, Construction  
  Projects, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 4376. 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation.

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Auditions take place on 
Wednesday, June 15, 2016
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Aurora Community Centre

Final competition takes place 
during the Canada Day festivities 
on Friday, July 1, 2016
Great prizes to be won!

PLEASE NOTE, WE RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO CANCEL, AMEND 
OR CHANGE ACTIVITIES.

If you are a resident of Aurora and between the ages 
of 12 and 17, you are eligible to enter the competition! 
Open to individual vocalists only. Applications are available at 
Aurora Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex or online at 
www.aurora.ca/teenidol

#aurorateenidol

Friday, June 10!

Please call 905-726-4762 or 
visit www.aurora.ca/teenidol 
for more information

Aurora Community Centre, 
1 Community Centre Lane

Aurora Family Leisure Complex,
135 Industrial Parkway North 

Aurora Town Hall, 
100 John West Way

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex,
1400 Wellington Street East

 

 

#AuroraPawsInTheParkFor more information, please call 905-727-1375 or visit www.aurora.ca/pawsinthepark 

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.  
Event takes place rain or shine. *Prizes for the best-dressed pet.

JOIN US FOR AURORA’S FIRST 
PAWS IN THE PARK EVENT  

CELEBRATING THE LOVE OF DOGS!

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sheppard’s Bush 

(enter at Industrial  
Parkway South  

and Cousins Drive)

Enjoy free treats, activities, meet other  
pet owners and local pet vendors!

Pet fashion show at 2 p.m.* Get your photo taken  
with your pet 

Brought to you by

MAY
Saturday

Learn about the Town’s pet bylaws and how to license your pet
Pet passport activity with great prizes
Free giveaways
Food vendors on site – Please note, nominal fees apply.

NOTICE OF SERVICE DISRUPTIONS

There will be scheduled service disruptions at the AURORA 
FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX. These disruptions include:

The Aurora Family Leisure Complex will be CLOSED on 
Wednesday, May 4 and Thursday, May 5 to complete 
transformer maintenance.  The Complex will fully re-open on 
Friday, May 6 at 5:45 a.m.

For more information, please contact: 

Charlene Waters
Supervisor, Facility Services, Town of Aurora
905-727-3123 ext. 3505

 

All public skating will be CANCELLED from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. on
Thursday, May 5, 12, 19, and 26

Senior Skate and Public Skate will be CANCELLED at 
10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 5

Shinny Hockey will be CANCELLED at 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 11 and Monday, May 23 

For more information, please contact:
Karie Papillon
Youth and Community Development Coordinator
905-726-4760

On behalf of The Town of Aurora, we thank you for your 
patience and apologize for any inconvenience. 

Blitzing the Moraine!
Friday, May 27 and Saturday, May 28 

Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust invites you to participate in a 
BioBlitz at a local Nature Reserve. This private property is not 
open to the public so it’s a rare opportunity to see it. Experts and 
volunteers will create a master list of all the living things that are 
observed on the property beginning at noon on Friday, May 27 
and ending at noon Saturday, May 28. Shifts will be determined 
by the specialty and best viewing time. 

To register, please visit www.oakridgesmoraine.org and click on 
the ‘register here’ button or go directly to www.eventbrite.ca and 
search for ‘Blitzing the Moraine’.

Compost Giveaway Day

Calling all Aurora residents! Don’t miss the FREE 
compost giveaway on Saturday, May 7 at the 
Operations Works Yard located at 9 Scanlon Court. 
Compost will be available from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
or while supplies last.

Bring your own shovels and containers such as 
garbage bags and/or yard waste containers. 
There is a three-container limit per vehicle. 

This is a one-day event only. Rain or shine. 
Please bring proof of your Aurora address.

For more information, please call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375.

Invitation to participate in Doors Open Aurora 
2016

The Town of Aurora and the Aurora Heritage Advisory Committee 
are hosting the 2016 Aurora Doors Open event on Saturday, 
August 20. Doors Open Aurora is part of Doors Open Ontario, an 
event that has attracted over 4,000,000 visitors since its start in 
2002. Our 2015 event was a great success with over 2,700 visits, 
which featured 16 participating sites and walking tours.
 
In 2016, the Town of Aurora is aiming to recruit 10-12 sites of 
architectural, historical, cultural, environmental and/or social 
significance, focusing on sites that are new and not normally 
open to the public!

If you would like to take part in this wonderful event please call 
905-727-3123 ext. 4226 or email planning@aurora.ca to learn 
more and to submit your application form.
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Expires March 20, 2016

905.751.1661
15531 Yonge St, Aurora

toppers.ca/aurora
Offer expires May 29, 2016. Valid at Topper’s Pizza Aurora. Not valid with any 
other offer, coupon or discount. Applicable taxes and delivery charge extra.

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

G2 ROAD TEST 
Preparation

&
Senior Driver 

Refresher Training

If market volatility is making you second-guess your 
investments, contact us today for a free, objective evaluation 
of your portfolio. 

An unbiased review can help you answer key questions, 
including:

■■ Is your portolio on the right track?

■■ Are you taking too much risk?

■■ Which investments are likely to recover – and which  
ones aren’t?

Call today for your free second opinion service.

ExlEr WEalth ManagEMEnt group 
of rBC DoMinion SECuritiES
 
John ExlEr, Cfp, CiM

Associate Portfolio Manager 
905-841-5771 
john.exler@rbc.com

EilEEn VarDon, pfp

Associate Investment Advisor 
905-841-8140 
eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Get a professional second opinion on your portfolio

Questioning
Your investments?

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. 2016 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 16_90409_JHN_001 

Is your portfolio on the right track?

  Briefly

BODY MINDFULNESS SPA IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS – Body Mindfulness Spa, a luxury spa 
located in the heart of Aurora’s Heritage District in a beautiful building from 1885, is open for business 
after the official opening by Mayor Geoff Dawe. Body Mindfulness is a family-based and friendly aes-
thetic and skin care service provider. Mayor Dawe is joined at the ribbon cutting above by Anahita, 
Cecilia, Reza, Mehrdad, and Ziba. 

Run for Southlake raises over $120,000, and counting
By Jake Courtepatte

A wet and cold Sunday morning 
was not enough to put a damper on 
Southlake Regional Health Centre’s 
biggest fundraiser of  the year.

The 2016 Run or Walk for Southlake 
went off  with a bang at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex, the gun 
sounding on the first of  three runs 
throughout the morning just after 9 
a.m.

Nearly 900 participants raised 
more than $120,000 for the hospital by 
race day this year, while hundreds of  
family and friends cheered from the 
sidelines. With options to run or walk 
2.5K, 5K, or 10K, most took part in the 
5K event, including former patient at 
Southlake Vickey Lee.

The Muskoka resident became much 
too familiar with the Newmarket care 
centre just last year, suffering life-
threatening heart issues. The level 
of  care she received at the facility 
helped her realize how important 
close-to-home professional medical 
care can be, even for someone with an 
active lifestyle like herself, with seven 
grandchildren and a job painting 
houses.

Helping her nephew move two years 
ago, however, she did not realize that 
she had suffered a heart attack. Upon 
hearing the news, she was put in the 
care of  the Southlake cardio program, 
the third-largest in Ontario which 
treats more than 10,000 patients a year.

Two procedures and three coronary 
stents later, Ms. Lee walked away from 
Southlake with no lasting damage to 
her heart.

“When we say ‘heart hospital’ up 
here in Muskoka, everybody thinks 
of  Southlake,” said Lee. “And they’re 
absolutely right. I felt completely 
comfortable and not the least bit 
anxious. I trusted that they knew what 
they were doing.”

This year, her sister Joy suggested 
they take part in the Run for Southlake. 
After the care she received, Lee was 
more than happy to give back to the 
facility that may very well have saved 
her life.

“I live in Muskoka, and to have 
access to a facility of  the quality of  
Southlake is a tremendous thing. I 
am grateful that our community has 
access to the exceptional quality of  
care that Southlake has to offer and 
hope more patients will find the help 
that I received.”

The annual run is chock-full 
of  inspiring stories just like Ms. 
Lee’s. Newmarket-Aurora MPP Kyle 
Peterson marked the first anniversary 
of  his father’s passing on the day of  
the race, having spent time under 
Southlake’s care.

He and his wife raised almost $700 
for the cause.

Steve Hinder, co-chair of  the Run, 
was quick to thank the hundreds of  
people who poured their time, money, 
and support into the cause on race day.

“To see this many people out here 
today is really a testament to what 
Southlake means to the community,” 
he said. “It’s impacted a lot of  people 
in the community personally, and 
they’re willing to give back.”

Pledging remains open until May 
15, with a total goal of  $200,000 raised, 

a distinct possibility considering 
much of  the funds in years past have 
been contributed following race day. 
Proceeds go to funding important 

measures at the hospital.

All information can be found at 
www.runforsouthlake.ca.

Runners wait at the starting line to begin the 10-kilometre portion of the Run or Walk for Southlake. 
Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

REGENCY ACRES NEEDS YOUR VOTE TO JOIN MAKER MOVEMENT
Regency Acres Public School is looking for your support to become a part of  the “Maker Movement”. The 

school has entered a submission in CST Inspired Minds Learning Project for a $10,000 grant to create a makerspace, 
as well as a media resource centre in their school library. “Our school is eager to join the maker movement,” 
says Principal Lisa Leoni. “We plan to redesign our library in order to create hands-on learning spaces that 
encourages students to work together to design, invent and complete innovative projects. With a growing demand 
from employers to access graduates who are leaders, innovators and global citizens, there are many valuable skills 
that will be a focus for student development.” Students, she notes, are eager to access 3D printers, build robots, 
tackle coding, and create renewable energy systems. But – they need your vote. Voting takes place each day through 
Monday, May 16 at: learningproject.cst.org/ideas/1225.

RACE FOR PLUNKETT
The York Regional Police is proud to host the 9th annual Race for Plunkett, formerly known as the Rob Plunkett 

Memorial Torch Run for the Special Olympics, on Wednesday, May 25 in Newmarket. Beginning at 6 p.m., the torch 
run is open to the public. Participants can register online for a 5k or 10k route along the Tom Taylor Trail, starting 
at Riverwalk Commons. There will be a short ceremony at 6 p.m. before the Law Enforcement Flame of  Hope is 
carried in by Special Olympics Athletes. All participants will then be deemed guardians of  the flame as the torch is 
carried 700 metres to the starting line in Fairy Lake Park. For more information, visit www.guardiansendurance.
com. 

CORRECTION
Last week, The Auroran ran an article on the launch of  this summer’s Aurora Music Festival with an incorrect 

date. The correct date for the Festival, which will take place at Highland Park, home of  the Aurora Soccer Club, is 
Saturday, June 25. 
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From page 10

Tradition has it that the wheels of  
justice turn slow.

It is an old adage, but one that 
people hoping for a certain outcome 
often hold true.

Often used derisively, it does have a 
certain truth to it.

Over the years, this phrase has 
been applied in many different areas 
and was even trotted out a few times 
during the last couple of  municipal 
election campaigns when people came 
to the podium to speak out on a certain 
issue collecting dust or not having 
been satisfactorily addressed in the 
eyes of  the one doing the whining. 

All too often though it is a truism 
that can be used by local lawmakers 
to their own advantage, as was the 
case in two very different ways 
at last week’s Council meeting on 
two very different issues that have 
had significant airplay in Council 
chambers: Mavrinac Park and Library 
Square, the debate around which is 
rapidly becoming an inextricable part 
of  our proud Aurora Heritage. 

Let’s tackle the latter first because, 
as it is getting on in years, the debate 
might be too frail to hang in to the end 
of  this week’s Banter.

During last week’s meeting, Council 
members did not shy away from 
making lengthy, circular oratories 
on the future of  Library Square, all 
within a larger debate on what to do 
with the previously shaky Cultural 
Precinct proposal. Stripping their 
words bare, while they may differ on 
the fine details of  what they would like 
to see in the area, they were basically 
on the same page: enough was enough.

One of  the first at bat was Councillor 
Michael Thompson who underscored 
the fact it has taken successive 
councils over 15 years to make a 
decision no less than four times. 

“We said let’s not rush this, but 
what are we going to do with those 
buildings?” he said of  a motion from 
the last term of  Council from then-
councillor Evelyn Buck to look into 
knocking down the two underutilized, 
deteriorating buildings in Library 
Square in favour of  a brand-spanking-
new multipurpose asset everyone can 
enjoy. “So, election time comes and we 
had a Council orientation session and 
in those orientation binders, one of  
the key priorities of  this term was the 
disposition of  those two buildings. At 
the heart of  it all, the decision we, as 
a group need to make is what are we 
doing with those two buildings? I can’t 
speak for everybody else, but I am 

ready to make that decision tonight, 
but I don’t think other members of  
Council are. That is where we need to 
get…before this term is over and the 
issue rolls onto the next Council. 15 
years to make a decision on what to do 
with those two buildings is absurd.”

As someone who has sat through 
endless meetings on the subject, 
including a handful of  very well 
attended public sessions that garnered 
nearly 40 concrete suggestions on what 
to do and, so far, absolutely nothing to 
show for it, I agree – it is absurd and it 
is time to turn the page.

But wait, in the other corner, we 
have the issue of  Mavrinac Park, the 
development of  which galvanized and 
engaged the up-and-coming section of  
Aurora like nothing before.

They came out in droves to 
encourage Council to fight for 
what they believed was right, they 
encouraged Council to go to the mat 
for them – and for themselves to 
enforce their subdivision agreements 
– and they ultimately did.

Now, before anyone could have 
anticipated – least of  all this writer, 
who apparently wrongly predicted a 
long, painful process before ground 
could actually be broken on the 
site – there is a decent, reasonable 
preliminary vision with the possibility 
of  beginning the process of  turning 
this land into something the residents 
want before the year is out. 

It is a lofty goal, but one most 
members of  Council were eager to 
get started – bar one: Councillor Paul 
Pirri, who was clear from the very 
beginning of  the debate that he was 
opposed to this being used as parkland. 

“I still don’t understand why we 
are rushing this,” he said. “I think 
through the work we have done it was 
established that this park was not 
needed and now I see Council trying 
to make Mr. Downey move as quickly 
as possible to get something done and 
I am not sure this is appropriate for 
us to be doing. There have been a lot 
of  meetings and opportunities where 
we have spoken about the need to 
get good, strong public information 
and we have all acknowledged at one 
point or another that it just doesn’t 
happen during the summer. People go 
on vacation, people aren’t around, so I 
am not sure why we wouldn’t take our 

time to do things properly.”
While the Councillor conceded the 

residents in the area would “very 
much” like to see this park brought to 
fruition, that is the problem with the 
argument: Outside consultants found 
a park was not needed in the area but 
the residents who actually live in the 
area day in and day out vehemently 
disagree. 

Hemming and hawing over 
consultation during the summer 
months is a problem in and of  itself, 
yes, but it is not the problem here. It 
is a well-worn complaint and there are 
ways to overcome the issue.

The real issue is engaging people in 
public consultation itself.

The issue of  Mavrinac Park 
probably brought out more people to 
Council chamber than any other issue 
in recent years, with the exception of  
Highland Gate. They are engaged on 
the issue and, whatever time of  the 
year plans might come at them, they 
will be happy to engage.

Council has continually expressed 
concern over what appears to be a 
lack of  engagement from residents 
at large, whether at meetings about 
roads or sidewalks where the number 
of  staff  in attendance outnumber the 
amount of  attendees three to one, 
lacklustre survey results, or waiting 
to hit that individual magic number 
each Councillor holds close to their 
chest that kicks middling input over 
the line to “sufficient” ground.

If  anyone wonders why that is, 
I don’t think anyone needs to look 
further than Library Square and the 
revitalization of  Downtown Aurora 
for the answer.

Aurorans have answered the call 
time and time again over the last 
two decades to provide input on what 
should be done in the area and, so 
far, all their suggestions have been 
filed away with little to no action and 
being, in the end, little more than a 
social occasion for residents to meet 
their Council members and catch up 
with their neighbours.

For the public to be engaged, 
lawmakers need to show that they too 
are engaged with the public and that 
means taking action. You can only dip 
into the well so many times before it 
inevitably runs dry.

If  setting the end of  2016 as a 
possible groundbreaking on Mavrinac 
is a “rush”, I personally welcome 
this brave, new world and hope this 
momentum spills like a westbound 
tidal wave heading to Yonge Street. 
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BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Mavrinac Park should include 
community gardens

(Re: Mavrinac Park promises  
something for everyone, April 28)

No, actually Mavrinac Park does not 
promise something for everyone.

Council’s short-sighted decision 
to exclude a community garden from 
Mavrinac Park means that the park, in 
fact, will not offer something for every 
Aurora resident as it will not offer 
residents the opportunity to garden.

A community garden is defined 
as a single piece of  land gardened 
collectively by a group of  people. 

It is not, as Councillor Kim suggests, 
“usually located to support people who 
don’t have back yards or have tiny back 
yards and can’t plant their own garden”, 
or as Councillor Abel suggests, “in high 
density areas where people do not have 
the opportunity.”

One only has to look north to the Town 
of  Newmarket to see how a community 
garden can benefit everyone.

Newmarket’s community garden is 
located adjacent to Fernback soccer 
fields on Mulock Drive, just north 
of  the Stonehaven neighbourhood. 
Stonehaven is neither a neighbourhood 
considered to have either intensification 
or small backyards.

Located on a bus route, the 
Newmarket Community Garden and 
the surrounding park with walking 
trails and soccer fields is open to all 
residents of  Newmarket.  Very popular, 
this community garden is vibrant and 
has few available plots.

The suggestion that the residents 
of  the Mavrinac neighbourhood have 
no need for a local community garden 
presupposes that no one else in the 
Town of  Aurora might want to garden. 
The current Aurora garden, located on 
Industrial Parkway South, is nowhere 
near either a residential neighbourhood 
or any intensification. How does that 
work?

The suggestion that pests might come 
to the garden is an interesting concept.

The development of  the lands in the 
St. John’s and Bayview neighbourhoods 
disturbed more ‘pests’ than a 
community garden could ever attract. 
Would it be so horrible if  a gopher took 
up residence in the community garden 
and Aurora children could learn about 
wildlife?

Hartman Public School, located just 
north of  the park, could have a garden 
plot and Aurora children could learn 
how veggies grow.

A community garden located in 
Mavrinac Park will allow all residents 
of  Aurora, regardless of  where they 
live in the town, not only to benefit 
from gardening but to enjoy the park 
as well. Add raised garden beds, and 
the community garden will also be fully 
accessible and truly open to all.

Or, is Mavrinac Park only open 
to those live in the immediate area? 
That would be akin to stating that the 
Town Park, with its Farmers’ Market, 
splash pad and summer concerts is 
only available to those who live in that 
immediate area. 

In a time where vegetable gardening 
is on the rise, and everyone is being 
encouraged to plant, Council is shutting 
down the idea of  community gardening.  
For the benefit of  all Aurora residents, I 
urge Council to reconsider the concept 
of  including a community garden in 
Mavrinac Park. Let’s make the new 
park truly something for everyone. 

Elizabeth Brims
Aurora

(Re: View from Queen’s Park, April 14)

Well, Chris, I just read your article in 
The Auroran and I’m stunned!

Your timing is impeccable; your 
Premier just cut funding to kids over 

MPP’s column leaves reader 
“stunned” on Autism funding



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 5, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 5, 2016Page  4             Page 5

Bench Guy

You can tell that spring has truly finally 
arrived. The forsythia bushes are glowing 
bright yellow, the blue bells cover some 
lawns, and the tulips and daffodils wave 
their pretty heads in many flower beds.

Each day brings more buds on the trees 
and the first leaves will be open in the 
next few days.

By the weekend, some trees will be in 
full leaf  just in time for the opening of  
the Aurora Farmers’ Market and Artisan 
Fair’s outdoor season.

As most of  you have surmised, the 
Market will be configured slightly 
differently this year because the 
Schoolhouse Lofts are due to be occupied 
sometime this spring. For that reason, our 
farmers and some food vendors will be on 
the east side of  Wells Street only, but from 
Mosely to Metcalfe, and the remainder of  
our vendors will be located in the Town 
Park along the pathways.

Most of  your favourite vendors will be 
returning along with some exciting new 
people.

Here are the farmers you will find this 
season:

Willowtree Farm, the Abbott Family 
Farm with their beef, Nature’s Rainbow 
and their heirloom tomato and pepper 
plants, plus wide assortment of  seeds, 
Oakridges Finest with his chemical free 
vegetables and fruit plus some fruit pies 
this year, Pioneer Brand Honey, Coopers 
CSA Farm who add their artisanal chicken 
this year, Pefferlaw Creek Farms with 
their Ontario Maple Syrup, Summerside 
Farm with his beautiful greens, Kind 
Organics with their sprouts and salad 
blends, Highmark Farm, Howard’s Farm 
with eggs, butter, cheese, meats and Hurst 
Bakery products, and our Chair, Andy’s 
19th Avenue Farm.

We will have Pillitteri Estates Winery 
back this year as well.

New farms will include Sylvester 
Martin with Ontario Maple Syrup for the 
month of  May, a garlic farmer, Old Spokes 
Farm formerly known as Symbiosis 
Farm, and a dairy called Sheldon Creek 
Dairy which is very exciting.

Our food vendors will include Cosmos 
Smoked Meats, Catharina’s Kitchen, 
Jan’s Country Pantry, Nicolle’s Cakes, 
Nutmeg Bakeshop, Green River Coffee, 
Primal Pizza, Sasha’s Sweets, Gabriel’s 
Café, The Family Kitchen, Speakeasy 
Fine Foods and La Brehandaise with 
their crepes and frites.

New this year is a gluten free bakery 
called Guilt Free Goodness who joined us 
at the last Indoor Market to much acclaim.

Among the artisans this year will be 
Cathy’s Crawly Composters, Captain 
Ted’s Knick-Knack-a Tory, Davis Pride 
Crafts, Eurasia Jewellery Design, Green 
Leaf  Design, Kibo Natural Body Care, SDD 
Flags and Banners, Sweet Scrubs N’Stuff, 
The Bear’s Den, Heartsease Co., Limitless 
Jewels, and Eva Nagy. Returning to the 
Market are Carrie Eastwood’s Carrie’s 
Creations and David Heard with Hat 
Promotions/ Creepy Tours.

New to us will be Adrienne Quilts, 
Michelle Zikovitz with woven baskets 
and baby blankets, and Catherine DeVos 
Holistic Nutrition.

Our Community booths so far will be 
the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of  
Ontario who will host tea in the park, 
the Aurora Cultural Centre, the Aurora 
Public Library, the Aurora Historical 
Society and the Optimist Club of  Aurora. 
I will let you know when these groups will 
be having special events at the Market.

 We have reduced the number of  Special 
Events days this year in an attempt to 
make them more “special” and to bring 
you great entertainment. These are the 
Special Events dates for this season:

May 7: Grand Opening,  
      music by Jazz 2 

June 25: Strawberry Fest 
   
July 23: Family Day

August 20: Community Corn Roast
 
September 17: Apples and Honey Fest 

October 1: Culture Days/Culinary day 

October 8: Customer Appreciation Day  
      (last day of  outdoor season)

See you at the Market! 

So, how many people want to spend 
a hard earned day off  grubbing around 
Aurora picking up other people’s trash?

Based on the continued success of  
our annual Clean-Up Days, obviously 
quite a few.

And we should all be thankful they 
do.

Whether it’s through the carelessness 
of  ignorant folks tossing packaging 
on the ground, wind blowing things 
around, or a thousand other ways that 
stuff  that should be in the garbage ends 
where it shouldn’t, our green spaces 
accumulate a lot of  litter, especially 
over the winter.

Hundreds of  bags of  it is picked up 
from our parks and river valleys in just 
a few hours in late April each year by 
dedicated volunteers.

And just how dedicated are they?
I was walking in a park that week-

end, and noticed someone dragging a 
bench.  

My first impression was that he was 
moving a park bench to be closer to his 
kids on the playground.  

Then I realized it was not one of  our 
typical park benches, which are secured 
firmly to the ground. This was one of  
the more ornate wood and iron ones 
that had obviously been in someone’s 
backyard at some point.

Getting closer I noticed that it was 
in pretty bad shape, with a broken back 
and slats.  

On top of  it were three full garbage 
bags that he had obviously recently 
filled, and something else that looked 

like an old blanket or piece of  carpet.
Before I could offer to help 

(impeccable timing on my part, because 
it was all clearly massively heavy), he 
had dragged it to the edge of  the road 
for pickup.

I offered him a small verbal well done 
and carried on down the trail, where I 
quickly ran into the drag marks, where 
he had lugged the bench up from a 
nearby forest.

I continued along the path, noting the 
steep incline up which he had hauled the 
bench and its load. After a few hundred 
meters I was deep in the woods, and the 
drag marks mysteriously stopped.  

I wandered that trail occasionally 
and had never seen such a bench along 
it, so can only assume it had come from 
deeper in the forest. 

In this case he either had someone 
assist in lifting it at least to the path, 
who had then left him to deal with it on 
his own, which seemed unlikely. Or, he 
had carried it himself  out of  the woods, 
which also seem improbable, given the 
obvious weight of  the thing. 

However, it had made its way to the 
trail, this man, likely by himself, had 

picked up three bags of  garbage, and 
single-handedly hauled it, and a carpet, 
and a bench, hundreds of  metres uphill, 
and through a park.

For all I know that was just one of  
many benches, picnic tables or other 
extraordinarily heavy things he had 
manhandled out to the curb that 
morning.

This was not for physical reward, 
although he may have gotten a burger 
at the subsequent event barbeque. More 
likely, he was just someone who wanted 
to do his bit to beautify Aurora.

Now, it’s safe to say that not everyone 
who participated in Clean-Up Day 
managed to acquire such an impressive 
haul of  refuse. But multiply even a 
portion of  his effort and enthusiasm by 
all of  the volunteers that Saturday, and 
the result is pretty impressive.

So on behalf  of  all of  us, thanks 
“bench guy”, and everyone else in Town 
who pitched in. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com.

Your Update from Ottawa to Aurora

Canada 150
Canada will be celebrating its 150th 

Anniversary of  Confederation in 2017!
Canadian Heritage has introduced 

a fund that will support regional and 
local projects that celebrate our shared 
values, our achievements, our natural 
environment and our place in the 
world. I encourage local organizations 
in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
to work together and apply for the 
Canada 150 fund so our community can 
participate in this momentous national 
project.

Let’s see your big ideas and ways 
of  incorporating all aspects of  what 
it means to be Canadian. Let’s be part 
of  something that will last for the next 
150 years! The deadline to submit your 
project proposals is May 31. Please 
email info@Canada150.gc.ca to receive 
an application kit, or contact my office 
if  you have further questions.

Canada Summer Jobs Program
The Canada Summer Jobs program 

received an additional $100 million in 
funding from the Federal Budget for 
more youth jobs this year. I am excited to 
announce that employers who applied 
for the Canada Summer Jobs funding 
in the riding of  Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill will be contacted within 
the first of  week of  May to be notified 
of  the funding for their organization.

 New Horizons for Seniors Program 
I am happy to announce that six 

organizations in our community will 
be receiving funding through the New 
Horizons for Seniors Program (NHSP). 
The Government of  Canada’s NHSP 
plays an important role in supporting 
partnerships that provide older 
Canadians with opportunities to share 

their knowledge, skills and experiences 
with others in their community. Thank 
you to everyone involved with these 
organizations as the work you do 
contributes to our community in such 
a meaningful way.

Aerospace Innovation Forum  
with Aéro Montréal

I was honoured to give a presentation 
at the Aerospace Innovation Forum on 
behalf  of  the Government of  Canada in 
Montréal on April 25th. This forum is a 
gathering of  leading global aerospace 
companies which encourages and 
explores innovation in the aerospace 
industry. It is important because the 
Canadian aerospace industry generates 
revenues of  over $28 billion a year, and 
provides over 180,000 jobs to Canadians.

As someone who has spent over 
25 years in the aerospace industry, 
including our Air Force, I am proud 
to be part of  a government which 
encourages innovation and economic 
growth, particularly in this industry.

 Bill C-14 Medical Assistance in Dying
On April 30, my fellow York Region 

MPs and I hosted a discussion on Bill 
C-14 (Medical Assistance in Dying) 
at the York Region Headquarters in 
Newmarket. Sincere thanks to all 
who attended this very important and 
sensitive discussion.

We heard from those of  you who 
felt this legislation went too far and 

others who would have liked for it to 
be broader. It is important to note that 
Bill C-14 was created in response to 
the Supreme Court’s ruling in Carter 
vs. Canada which stated that “the 
prohibition on physician-assisted 
dying infringes the right to life, liberty 
and security of  the person in a manner 
that is not in accordance with the 
principles of  fundamental justice.”

The Supreme Court has given 
Parliament until June 6 to create 
legislation.

Regardless of  whether or not we pass 
Bill C-14, medically assisted dying will 
be legal on June 6. It is for this reason 
that there is such a sense of  urgency to 
develop a legislative framework around 
this issue.

Our society is constantly evolving 
and therefore our laws need to reflect 
that. I was inspired to see that our 
community of  York Region could host 
open, honest and respectful dialogue 
on this issue. People from both sides of  
the argument voiced their opinions and 
Members of  Parliament, including the 
Minister of  Health, were there to listen. 

If  you were not able to attend and 
would like to add your voice to this 
conversation please contact me.

Contact Me!
Please feel free to reach out to me 

and my team at any time with your 
concerns for our community and our 
country. We are happy to help you.

Email: Leona.Alleslev@parl.gc.ca     
Phone: (905)773-8358    

Address: 12820 Yonge St. suite 
202, Richmond Hill   Website: 
LeonaAlleslevMP.ca

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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The Aurora Museum & Archives is celebrating:
May as Photo Month!

(Left to Right) Silver PowerShot A20 camera from 2001; Kodak Duaflex IV Camera from the late 1950s; Kodak folding camera, No. 2, 
from the mid-1920s (this camera was part of the autographic series which allowed the date of the photograph to be recorded on 

the negative; Kodak box camera commemorating the fiftieth birthday of Kodak from 1880 to 1930.

MP’S REPORT
Leona Alleslev, MP

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Should community gardens  
be considered for large  
neighbourhood parks?

Yes  No  Unsure
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fresh market
TM

1700 King Road KING CITY, Ontario

Join our Team!

Now Hiring For The New
King City Location

JOB FAIR
May 12, 13, 14  |  May 19, 20, 21  |  May 26, 27, 28
From 9am to 6pm at our new King City store location.

Come and join our growing team in King City!
At Coppa’s Fresh Market, we know that employees are very important 
to building a successfull business and giving our customers the best 
shopping experience possible.

We take pride in being a very special place for our customers to shop 
and our employees to work. That’s why we offer an exciting workplace 
with opportunities to grow, learn and share.

If you love creating an exceptional shopping experience
and are driven by excellence then we want
to hear from you. Come grow your
career with us.

WWW.COPPAS.COM

• fertilization

• weed management
• grub management
• slit seeding

• aeration

HEALTHY LAWNS SINCE 1989

 lawnswedo@rogers.com

905 841-8965

Lawns that have endured this harsh winter deserve our treatment

6

Glow Medi Spa celebrated the Grand Opening of their second location last week with 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Councillor Tom Mrakas. Their downtown medical clinic has been in 
the heart of Yorkville for over 15 years, where they developed a strong reputation for quality 
aesthetic services to help you “Redefi ne Your Beauty.” Dr. Wong coined the phrase “baby steps 
approach” to cosmetic care with a focus on natural-looking results. They excel in injectables, 
lasers and light-based treatments and medical skin care treatments. They have received 
a warm welcome from Aurora and look forward to providing top-notch non-surgical 
cosmetic care. (Above) Dr. Wong, along with Operations Manager Gillian Kenny, and the Glow 
Medi Spa team welcome Mayor Dawe and Councillor Mrakas to their Yonge Street location. 
(Below) Mayor Dawe presents a congratulatory certifi cate to Dr. Wong.

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Friday, May 6 DJ Tommy Thompson
Saturday, May 7 Billik

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Sunday, May 8th
Call now to reserve your spot!
Open 11am onwards. Kids menu available

Sunday, May 8thSunday, May 8th

Mo�her’s Day

Private rooms

available 

for

communions, birthdays,

confi rmations, baptisms 

and wedding showers.

Patio
Now

Open!

Hogan’s Inn
RESTAURANT

From page 1

what they could do to help and a whole 
group started up on Facebook I knew 
nothing about. People started sending 
me messages on Facebook asking if  I 
knew anything about this group and 
it was just a lot of  people asking what 

they could do to help, and if  they could 
start something to show their support.

“What came about was the area 
manager of  Cobs Bread, whose name 
also happens to be Ryan Grant, said, 
‘Ryan Grants stick together.’”

The bakery donated a number 
of  gift cards, followed by a similar 

contribution from Boston Pizza, sold 
through Newmarket’s Roadhouse 
and Rose and business-owner Jackie 
Playter, with the intention of  raising 
money to replace Ryan’s bus pass, cell 
phone, and other stolen items.

“When we found out about this, we 
were thrilled with all the support, but 
we had already replaced everything 
of  Ryan’s,” says Debby. “His brother 
bought him a phone and we went 
out and replaced everything else 
he needed. We didn’t feel there was 
anything Ryan needed the donations 
for, so we asked if  everyone would be 
okay with us just paying it forward.

“What we would like to do is donate 
what comes to Ryan to the Able 
Network. They have been a huge deal 
in Ryan’s life and it has really made 
him into the independent, happy guy 
he is. He has learned so much since 
he has been there and has become 
so independent. His independence, 
confidence and love of  life is all 
because of  the Able Network and we 
are very happy to be able to pay this 
forward and put this donation to 
Able.”

Adds Greg: “For us, as Ryan’s family, 
it is just bringing a lot of  awareness 
to Able and all the participants at 
Able, and it makes you feel good 
the community supports it in many 
different ways. We really appreciate 
the community jumping on board and 
saying, ‘How can we help?’”

When the Grants first shared their 

story, they expressed some frustration 
at a seeming lack of  police response 
to the incident. By early last week, 
there was movement on the file. As 
Ryan got the full star treatment on a 
tour of  the police station, Debby says 
she is heartened that police are now 
aware not only of  what happened to 
Ryan, but that Able Network is here, 
what they do and that their clients are 
busy members of  the community in 
Aurora and Newmarket.

“Hopefully that will get them 
keeping an extra eye open,” says 
Debby. 

“I am just amazed at the support,” 
she continues. “It has been 
unbelievable. When you first have 
a child with Down Syndrome you 
always worry about what their life is 
going to be like and how other people 
are going to treat them or perceive 
them out there. We have never run 
into any adversity at all and it has 
been great. This isn’t a huge deal 
someone stealing his stuff, but it was 
a kick in the teeth.

“You think, ‘How could someone do 
that to him if  he has worked so hard to 
become so independent and then this 
happens.’ To see everyone rallying 
around us like this is just amazing.” 
You learn so much about how a small 
gesture from one person can snowball 
into something big like this and 
make you feel really included, and 
make our family proud to live in this 
community.”

Theft was like “a kick in the teeth” but there is a silver lining: mom
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Lenses
 and much more!

*

 12925 Yonge St, Richmond Hill  
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.com   

OakRidgesRetirement.com

So many of our residents tell us that it just “felt 
right” when they walked in the doors at Oak 

Ridges and got that “welcome home” feeling. 
Choosing the right residence can be just that easy! 

Experience that Oak Ridges feeling for yourself! 
Arrange a personal visit by calling Jeannine or 

Kristen at (905) 773-4220.

Some things
just feel right.

A Taste of Oak Ridges Retirement 
Community Open House

Wednesday, May 11 • 1:30 - 3:30 pm

Are you interested in Retirement Living? Even if 
you’re just thinking about the future, it’s always good 

to investigate the options early and find the one 
that feels just right. Experience a taste of life at Oak 

Ridges Retirement Community. Enjoy some treats 
prepared by Chef Adam, view one of our beautiful 

model suites and explore everything we have to o�er. 
RSVP to Jeannine or Kristen at (905) 773-4220.

O V E R  8 0 %  L E A S E D !

3546.indd   1 16-04-28   3:48 PM

Water Walk Challenge raises funds for new roofs in Uganda

By Brock Weir

You never really know someone until 
you walk a mile in their shoes, but 
students at Rick Hansen Public School 
hoped to become a little bit closer to that 
on Wednesday as they lugged buckets of  
water from home to school.

The Water Walk Challenge is the 
second of  five challenges Grade 7s and 8s 
from the east Aurora elementary school 
have set for their fellow students as they 
raise money for the Tin Roof  Global 
Water Challenge. 

As The Auroran went to press this 
week, members of  the Rick Hansen 
community were preparing to walk 
Mavrinac Boulevard laden down with 
buckets of  water to get a sense of  what 
many children in Uganda have to go 
through each day to get the smallest 
amount of  clean water – often over harsh 
terrain and even more often barefoot.

As the elder students see each student 
arrive at school with their pails, they 
will hand out tokens and the students 
will then dump the water into the school 
garden. The number of  tokens collected 
by each class will be exchanged for 
points, and then it will be onto the next 
challenge.

The Rick Hansen community launched 
their Tin Roof  Global Water Challenge 
on Friday Morning with the “Down the 
Hatch Challenge” where each member 
of  Student Council, representing each 
home room had to stand in front of  
every student at the morning assembly 

and chug a water bottle full of  a murky, 
chunky concoction whipped up to 
underscore what it feels like to have to 
drink dirty, contaminated water.

“We really want to get out the message 
that not everybody has access to clean 
water at home,” says student council 
member Sakina Chaudurey. “We’re 
showing kids pictures of  their water 
sources and how it is basically a muddy 
puddle and some of  them say, ‘Why don’t 
they just go to the sink?’ but they don’t 
have the opportunity to do that. That is 
why we need to help them out.”

As Sakina got mentally in the zone 
to pour the muddy mixture down the 
hatch, she said her one thought at the 
moment was, “I just don’t want to throw 
up in front of  our whole school.” But, 
in the end, the greater message made a 
potential projectile the furthest thing 
from her mind.

“I am looking forward to getting 
the kids excited,” she says. “I like this 
challenge because it is a great kickoff  for 
the whole initiative and I am just hoping 
they will be able to participate and get 
parents to donate on our website.”

And the kids were definitely excited. 
As the class reps took their place in front 
of  the stage on Monday morning, they 
chanted “Chug! Chug!” as Principal Steve 
Gardner was one of  the first to finish off  
his bottle of  the brew. Somewhere along 
the line he made the fateful mistake of  
revealing he had an aversion to milk 
so, naturally, that was one of  the key 
ingredients. It was a move he regretted, 

DOWN THE HATCH – It might look murky, but Rick Hansen P.S. students Sabrina, Donyie, Sakina, and  
Ashleigh downed it all, along with their fellow students – all in the name of improving the lives of those 
living in poorer Ugandan communities.     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

but he plowed through.
“It was one of  those things where it 

was pinch the nose and chug,” he said, 
after wiping the corners of  his mouth. 
“It gives you a good idea of  drinking 
something that probably isn’t what 
you think it should be. The part that is 
absolutely amazing about [this initiative] 
is it is student-driven. It is an idea that 
started at the end of  last year and just 
continued on this year. The students 
created it from making contact with Tin 
Roof  Global to do workshops, educating 
each and every class, and coming up with 
our challenges.

“We opened our school with the 
mantra of  making a difference, with 
Rick Hansen’s thoughts on making a 
difference in people’s lives every day 
and this is really a continuation of  that. 
Social justice has really been a common 
theme through the entire school four 
years later, so this is really an extension 
of  what our kids know and what they 
think is the right thing to do.”

Additional challenges include the 
“Lug a Bucket” Challenge during next 

week’s phys-ed classes to represent how 
Ugandans have to walk long distances to 
get to water sources while underscoring 
the weight they have to carry on their 
way back, a “Plunge” challenge where 
student council members – and Mr. 
Gardner and select staff  and parents – 
will be challenged to stand in buckets 
of  ice water to mimic the discomfort of  
walking long distances in bare feet, and 
the “Water Conservation” challenge 
which will see water fountains turned 
off,  tasking each class to get by on just 
one tank of  drinking water through the 
day.

“Many students do this thing where 
when the water gets warm they just 
dump it out and get more, but we want to 
show them that water means something 
and you can’t just dump it out anytime 
you want,” says Sakina. “Clean water 
is something everyone needs and it is a 
basic human right.”

To learn more about – and to donate 
to – the students’ campaign, visit bit.
ly/22ItUIm.  
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora | 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-1375

Application: The Owner has submitted Applications for a Draft Plan of Subdivision and Amendments  
to the Official Plan and Zoning By-law 2278-13, as amended on the property municipally known as  
45 Tyler Street. The purpose of the Applications is to allow the 2.94 hectare parcel of land to be developed  
for 68 condominium townhouse units and two open space blocks. 

Property:  45 Tyler Street 

Legal Description: Lot 26 and Part of lots 24, 25  
 and 27, Registered Plan 9

Applicant: Charlieville Developments Limited 

File Numbers: SUB-2015-03, OPA-2015-02  
 and ZBA-2015-06

Contact:
Any inquiries should be directed to Lawrence Kuk of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123 extension 4343, Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be 
mailed to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address faxed to 905-726-4736  
or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

Personal Information Collection Notice
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council 
and/or its Committees under the legal authority of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter c.P.13, as amended. 
Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to planning proposals is considered to be public recorded 
and may be disclosed to any individual upon request in accordance with the Act. If you are submitting letters, 
faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and 
the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the 
Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as your 
address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123 ext. 4771.

Audio and Video Recording of Council and Committee Meetings 
The Town audio and/or video records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council 
or its Committees, you may be audio or video recorded. Pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.56, as amended, (the “Act”) public feedback to 
planning proposals is considered to be a public record and may be disclosed to any individual upon request 
in accordance with the Act. 

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06), Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06),  
Plan of Subdivision (O. Reg. 544/06)
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions  
to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the bylaw is passed  
or before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person  
or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora or The Regional 
Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submission to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the bylaw is passed or 
before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or 
public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board  
unless in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Official Plan Amendment, 
Zoning By-law Amendment or Draft Plan of Subdivision, you must make a written request to The Town of 
Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
PLANNING MEETING

Aurora Town Council will hold a Public Meeting to receive input  
on the following planning applications on:

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 at 7 p.m. at
Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, 100 John West Way, Aurora, Ontario

Mae, Saarah and Raz, 

Invite you 
to come and visit us and see our great se-
lection of Clarks shoes, one of the top quality 
products on the market. 
Omars is celebrating 46 years of fi tting shoes 
for everyone from babies to adults. 

Now open Sundays 12-4pm*
in April, May and June for your shopping convenience

*Excluding Holiday Weekends

Great Gifts for Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8

Swansea Place Reunite Hi Pita Sedona Fernwood Lake

SHOP NEW FALL STYLES

905-727-9391 • www.omarsshoes.com
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre

Florine Sashae Casylnn Shae

Pastina Malory Pastina Lima

Ralene Vive

can’t be a vision for a Cultural Precinct 
without a final decision on what to do 
with Library Square and the former 
Library and Seniors’ Centre buildings 
currently on it. 

 “[We] are quite aware of  the umpteen 
reports that all, at the end of  the day, 
talk about the same thing since the 
new library was built: what do we do?” 
said Councillor Michael Thompson [in 
2012] Councillor Buck brought forward 
a notice of  motion that said, ‘Let’s deal 
with the old Library building and the 
old Seniors’ Centre and essentially asked 
for the disposition of  those buildings. 
The conversation around the table was 
‘Whoa, we are going too fast here. Let’s 
go out to the public and get their thoughts 
because we don’t want to knock down 
those buildings without knowing what 
we’re going to put there in its place, so we 
went out to the public.”

Those conversations are still being 
had, money to repair the deteriorating 
buildings have been continually put off  
pending a decision on the buildings’ 
futures, and those costs are mounting 
over time.

“At the heart of  it all, the decision we, 
as a group, need to make is what are we 
doing with those two buildings? I can’t 
speak for everybody else, but I am ready 
to make that decision tonight. 15 years to 
make a decision on what to do with those 
two buildings is absurd.”

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Tom Mrakas who, along with 
Councillor Thompson, put forward the 
initial motion that got the ball rolling on 
the Cultural Precinct in the first place.

“At the end of  the day, it is going to come 
down to the nine of  us being locked into a 
room and deciding what we want to do, 
regardless of  what a consultation says,” 
said Councillor Mrakas. I look forward to 
the day where all nine of  us are in a room 
and we can make a decision.”

But, Council members have not yet 
been locked in that room to make that 
all-important decision on what their 
common vision is and, in the end, that 
was at the bottom of  some reluctance 
offered by Councillor Jeff  Thom.

While he said he appreciated the 
“passion” around the table and had no 
problem with the proposed process, the 

vision presented near the start of  the year 
by consultants is far off  from his own. 

“I am pro Cultural Precinct, I am pro 
revitalization of  Downtown, we have to 
do something, and I implore this Council 
to do something, but I do not support 
or endorse the concept that has been 
presented by FOTENN. I am happy to 
make a decision on moving forward, but 
if  my decision is this plan or nothing, I 
would much rather begin that rebooting 
process to articulate a Council vision for 
Library Square or the subsequent uses 
for other parts of  the Cultural Precinct. 
We still haven’t articulated what our 
vision is. For me, I don’t think that is good 
enough. We can do better as a community 
and Council to really do something 
positive, not only for the people of  this 
neighbourhood, but all of  Aurora.”

For Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
going back to criticism of  the FOTENN 
plan and focusing on the details within it 
is why it is “going to take us another 15 
years to do anything.” At the end of  the 
day, she said, that is merely a guideline, 
and the residents are getting frustrated.

“What I am hearing from residents is, 
‘Please don’t give up and move forward,’” 
she said, noting opposition from Trinity 
Anglican Church over a proposed 
reconfiguration of  their parking lot to 
allow for a pedestrian thoroughfare. 
“They need something in our Downtown 
Core and what they have seen they like. 
Without a guideline, we are going to start 
right back at square one. If  we are closing 
the door on all the work that has been 
done, that is a real shame. We’re just going 
to keep doing it and you can see why it 
has taken 15 or 20 years because we keep 
doing it. Let’s put our guard down for a 
minute and just open our eyes to some of  
the positive things we can all align to and 
start somewhere.”

Added Mayor Geoff  Dawe: “I am in 
complete agreement that we need to 
move forward and I think we’ll all keep 
on doing something. Even back to the 
last term, Councillor Ballard was taking 
about shared spaces and we’re talking 
about a parking plan and how to change 
the streetscape in that part of  Town to 
make it more accommodating and more 
attractive. I think we’re all keen on doing 
that. We just have another way of  getting 
there.”

If  you suffer from Plantar  
Fasciitis you should be aware that a new  
technology is now available creating 
a solution to help those suffering with 
this condition. 

 This condition can create  
symptoms of  pain and stiffness in the 
bottom of  the heel, although some  
experience pain at the bottom mid-foot 
area. It usually affects just one foot, 
but it can affect both feet. Some people  
describe the pain as dull, while others 
experience a sharp pain, while some 
feel a burning or ache on the bottom 
of  the foot extending outward from the 
heel.

The track record of  common 
treatments such as anti-inflamma-
tory drugs, corticosteroid injections 
and night splints have not been as  
effective as sufferers require,  
leaving them to continually search for  
non-drug, non-surgical treatments that 
are safe and effective. 

 Of  major concern is that many  
patients continue to be plagued by 
pain despite repeated visits to their  
doctor. You can develop chronic heel 
pain if  you ignore the condition. This 
can change the way you walk and cause 
injury to your legs, knees, hips and 
back.      

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 

helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate the 
body’s natural healing processes. The  
innovative Multi-wave Locked  
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, ef-
ficient and simultaneous effect on pain,  
inflammation, swelling and scar  
tissue formation, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean 
for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, more  
mobility, increased flexibility and vastly  
improved function!

“This new, natural, safe and  
highly effective approach has helped 
many  sufferers improve  their lives  
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!   

Call (905) 773-2225 to book your FREE 
consultation and examination at  

King West Wellness Centre  
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill  

(In the Home Hardware Plaza)

Advanced Technology  
Healing Plantar Fasciitis

It is the very latest 
in medical technology, 
with years of clinical 

studies supporting its 
safety and efficacy, 

and we are very proud 
to offer our patients 
effective solutions to 

their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

Advertorial

15 years to make a decision is “absurd”: Councillor
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*2.49% APR assumes the typical example of a new mortgage with no costs of borrowing other than interest.1Best mortgage on the market is based on a direct comparison of Meridian’s featured closed 5-Year Fixed Rate against the big banks’ posted special rates online on their 
respective websites including their respective pre-payment privileges as of April 27, 2016. Limited time offer. Big banks are defined as: Toronto Dominion Bank, Royal Bank of Canada, Bank of Nova Scotia, Bank of Montreal and Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. Some 
conditions apply. Rates are subject to change without notice. TMTrademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. (04/2016)
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16750 Weston Road

905-727-5711
www.carryingplace.com
info@carryingplace.com

  Play WHERE YOU LIVE!

Imagine having a membership at one of the finest 
Private Golf Clubs in the area. 

Located on Weston Road, just North of Aurora 
Road, Carrying Place could easily be your new 
golf Home!

A limited number of memberships  
Are now AvAilAble!

Carrying 
Place!

new Clubhouse 
Opening Summer 2016Welcome to

“Swabbing with the Stars” carries on legacy of Sarah Watkin
By Brock Weir

The plight of  Sarah Watkin 
immediately struck a chord with 
the students at Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School. 

The young York Region girl was 
waging a brave battle with leukemia, 
awaiting a full match to be found 
with bone marrow donors. Not keen 
to wait, the students took matters 
into their own hands, organizing 
Something for Sarah, a school-wide 
– and community-wide – initiative to 
swab the cheeks of  as many people for 
the National Bone Marrow Registry 
and help people like Sarah find good 
matches before it was too late.

Since then, their efforts have taken 
off  like wildfire.

A relatively small initiative from 
Williams has since expanded across 
all York Region high schools, adding 
over 2,000 names to the Registry last 
year alone. 

While Sarah ultimately lost her 
battle, students are determined to 
keep her legacy alive, spearheading 
another swabbing event this month 
in Sarah’s honour: Swabbing with the 
Stars.

“You’re a celebrity if  you come and 
swab!” says Kelly Graham, a Grade 12 
student, who is one of  three leaders 
of  the school’s Peer Mentor program, 
which facilitates the annual event. 
“All of  the previous events were for 
Sarah. She ended up finding a partial 
match with her mom and wasn’t 
needing a match for us, but I think 
it helped that we had this young girl 
who was, at the time, in remission on 
the path to success, put a face to the 
campaign.

“I think after she passed away, it 
was really important for us to do 
something to honour her and her 
family. It hit us pretty hard as a group. 
We have been mentors since Grade 
10 and we were always campaigning 
with her. The Grade 9 music class 
even Skyped with her and sang Justin 
Bieber songs to her, so there was 
definitely a personal connection with 
us. It was really hard, but it is nice 

to be able to honour her family this 
way, keep her memory alive, and keep 
fighting for others.”

Fellow Peer Mentor leader Carly 
Robinson says the support from 
Sarah’s family remains strong as ever.

“Her passing has propelled us to 
keep going and do what we do as 
mentors,” she says. “We are all very 
involved in our community and have 
the same passion to do so. With her in 
mind, it is only making us go forward 
and put more effort into what we want 
to do.”

From the outset, a simple cheek 
swab immediately brought home 
how a small thing can have such a 
big impact on the wider world, adds 
leader Cassidy Van Stiphout. 

“For our school, it started off  as 
a small thing we decided we were 
going to do, but each year it keeps 
getting bigger and bigger and more 
people come out,” says Cassidy. “The 
more people who come out, the more 
likely we are to get a match and help 
save somebody. If  you want to make a 
difference, this is such an easy way to 
at least try and make a difference to 
people in the community.”

2,000 might seem like a pretty 
impressive number of  potential 
matches that have come out of  this 
initiative – and it certainly is – but 
it underscores the fact there is still 
a lot of  work to be done, says Kelly, 

and sometimes it might be an uphill 
battle to deliver the key messages to 
the community as a whole to come out 
and get swabbed.

“Joining the Bone Marrow Registry 
is a very simple thing, just a simple 

swab of  your cheek,” she says. “I 
think the rumours of  the [transplant] 
operation can kind of  scare people 
off  because a lot of  people don’t know 
there are two options for donating 
bone marrow. If  you match someone, 
they don’t always have to do the 
outpatient procedure where they 
put you under. Sometimes they can 
do it through blood and take out the 
marrow. It is just like giving blood.

“To know one match can be a life 
saved is huge, so to be able to add as 
many names to the registry as we can 
is really important because if  it is one 
person that does match someone, that 
is someone’s life saved.”

wSwabbing with the Stars will be 
held at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School on Wednesday, May 18 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The school is 
located at 39 Dunning Avenue. For 
more information, call the school at  
905-727-3131.

Dr. G.W. Williams’ peer mentor club is preparing to roll out the red carpet this month for all those willing to 
come out and have their cheeks swabbed for the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE
May 14  10–4 market camp

at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 905 713-1818

Generously sponsored by Generously sponsored by

Music & Events
De Temps Antan
Time-honoured 
‘trad’ music from 
Québec, with a 
contemporary dose 
of joie de vivre!

2nd Annual 
Spring Artisan 
Pop-up Market

Register today for our popular 
SUMMER ART CAMP!

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets - CD’s available

May 6   8 pm concert

$28 Advance | $32 Day of Concert | Cash Bar Free admission!

Meet gallery artists and artisans, 
and purchase from their one-day 
expanded collections. Jewelry, 
glass, fi ne art and more. Half day camps for ages 4–12, Weekly themes * End-of-

week art shows.

Includes a Camper T-Shirt

All personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard lending criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of 
Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TM Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. 45812 (08/2010)
 

Silvia Birk, CFP, PFP 
Financial Planner 
Investing and Retirement Planning 
905-841-2462 
silvia.birk@rbc.com 

Gilles Tomasso 
Mobile Mortgage Specialist 
416-580-6840 
gilles.tomasso@rbc.com 

Feel more in control of your  
future with sound financial  
advice. Talk to an RBC advisor. 

Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal Mutual Funds Inc. a member company under RBC Wealth Management. 
Royal Mutual Funds Inc., RBC Asset Management Inc., Royal Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada, The Royal Trust Company and 
Phillips, Hager & North Investment Management Ltd. are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. Royal Mutual Funds Inc. is licensed as a 
financial services firm in the province of Quebec. † Personal lending products and residential mortgages are provided by Royal Bank of Canada and 
are subject to its standard lending criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. ™ Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license.  45812 (08/2010)

Multicultural Festival moving to September 10 – and a different park
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s first multicultural festival 
will now take place September 10 at 

Ada Johnson Park.
The celebration of  the many 

cultures that make up Aurora is based 
on a similar event held at the same park 

in September of  2013 to commemorate 
Aurora’s Sesquicentennial.

Originally proposed by Councillor 
Harold Kim, Council originally 
approved a recommendation last 
month to hold the multicultural event 
at Town Park on June 30 as part of  
the Town’s traditional Dance in the 
Park event, rebilled as “Dance in the 
Park Celebrates Cultural Diversity.” 
Councillors, however, raised questions 
about the timing and the location of  the 
event and the event producer signed 
on to coordinate the event backed out 
shortly thereafter.

Councillor Kim made a motion 
to reconsider the plan at last week’s 
Council meeting, moving both the 
timing and the location.

“Piggybacking off  an existing 
successful event made a lot of  sense 
to someone like myself  without any 
experience in large event planning…
but we talked about this to one another, 
to staff  and residents who have been 
here a while, but the one [group of] 
stakeholders we didn’t speak to was 
the newer residents in Town,” said 
Councillor Kim. “This past week, when 
I spoke to about 12 to 15 of  them to gauge 
their participation in a multicultural 
festival, they expressed to me there 
were some barriers to them attending 
and part of  that was the location of  
Town Park, among other variables.

“I felt in order for this inaugural 
event to be successful, it had to be 
somewhere where they would have a 
higher probability or propensity to 
be in attendance, hence the change to 

Ada Johnson. The vision I have for the 
multicultural festival is you’re not going 
to see it in one shot or one fell swoop. It 
is going to be an evolutionary process 
and I do trust our staff  is well capable 
of  having this inaugural festival be a 
successful one and a well-attended one.”

The motion to reorganize the festival 
was seconded by Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes who said she too received 
feedback from residents about the 
proposal – not all positive.

“I did have some discussions with 
residents both new and long-term and 
they felt a festival is a lot more of  a 
family feel,” she said. “With the date 
and timing of  it, I felt concerned at the 
last meeting. We wanted it to work and 
try to move it up a bit so it would be 
before another event, and I just didn’t 
feel good about that.”

The move was also supported by 
Councillor John Abel, who initially 
proposed having the festival underneath 
the Magna tent in September before 
or after that month’s Hoedown. In the 
end, however, he was supportive of  the 
location. So too was Councillor Wendy 
Gartner, albeit with some reservations.

“One of  the things I really want to 
encourage is the newer areas of  Aurora 
come and get to know the older areas 
of  Aurora,” she said. “Maybe [this is 
fine] for a first time at Ada Johnson 
Park but, in the future, I would just love 
a multicultural day at Town Park and 
just get the newer residents to know the 
older parts of  Town.”

Ada Johnson Park is located on 
Hartwell Way at Conover Avenue. 

the age of  five for therapy that changes 
their lives!

You asked for calls to your 
constituency office with questions 
and I hope you get those calls and you 
encourage your Premier to amend this 
piece of  budget.

Do the right thing and support your 
constituents, not your Premier!

Perhaps next week you could delve 
into greater detail your government’s 
reasoning and why you support it.

Carl Barrett
Aurora

lEttEr  to  thE  Editor
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The Bedroom ShopThe Bedroom Shop
STORE MOVING SALE

Quality home furnishings since 1989

 

 

   

  
 

   

 

Everything Must Be Sold!

? BV6@4âM! =- ‚ALL FLOOR 
MODELS MUST 

BE SOLD

WE ARE MOVING TO A LARGER LOCATION TO SERVE YOU BETTER AT THE OLD 
CHUCK E. CHEESE BUILDING, BESIDE MOXIE’S. OPENING SOON. 

COME SEE OUR MOVING SALE FOR THE BEST PRICES IN THE GTA, ON NEW 
AND FLOOR MODEL FURNITURE! WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

16715 YONGE STREET, NMEWMARKET 
(SE corner of Yonge St. & Mulock)
905-895-8770

MYBEDROOMSHOP.CA

Proudly Celebrating 

25 years 
of locally made 

Canadian Furniture

TD FINANCING 
1 year no interest 
- No payments

CHOOSE FROM 
ANY OF OUR 400 

LEATHER & FABRICS

EMERGENCY 

SELL OFF

  

 

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Public consultations set to begin on Mavrinac Park design
By Brock Weir

Public consultation on what 
Mavrinac Park might look like is set 
to kick of  next month, after Council 
approved a concept plan for the six acre 
parcel of  land last week.

Council approved a budget amount 
of  $1.3 million to make the park a 
reality on an 8 – 1 vote while referring 
the concept design to the Town’s 
Accessibility Advisory Committee 
and Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Committee for further comment.

The lone vote against the plan was 
Councillor Paul Pirri.

Councillor Pirri, who has been 
consistent in his disagreement with 
area residents that the land in question 
should be retained as open space and 
parkland, said he was opposed to the 
aggressive timeline set by Town Hall to 
get shovels in the ground. 

While municipal staff  have said the 
chances are remote, they said they 
would ideally like to get construction 
started following public consultation 
by the end of  the year. 

“What is the rush?” asked Councillor 
Pirri responding to timelines outlined 
by Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  
Parks and Recreation. “I still don’t 
understand why we are rushing this. 
It was established [in the Town’s new 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan] that 
this park was not needed and now I see 
Council trying to make Mr. Downey 
move as quickly as possible to get 
something done, and I am not sure that 
is appropriate for us to be doing.

“There have been a lot of  meetings 
and opportunities where we have 
spoken about the need to get good, 
strong public information and we have 
all acknowledged at one point or another 
that that just doesn’t happen during the 
summer. People go on vacation, people 
aren’t around, so I am not sure why 
we wouldn’t take our time to do things 
properly. Granted, residents of  this area 
would very much like to see this park 
go through, but if  we’re going to have a 
public open house, I think it should be 
something that everybody in the Town 
of  Aurora has the opportunity to weigh 
in on.”

Previously approved parks, he noted, 
are still waiting for shovels to hit the 
ground.

Other Councillors, however, said 
they did not believe they were rushing 
to bring the park to fruition having gone 
out with residents to get a lay of  the 
land in question the previous weekend. 
The excitement, they said, was in the 
air and it is momentum they would like 
to see continue.

“They are looking forward to the 
public planning process, but they are 
just ecstatic with the work done by staff  
and have all the confidence that there 
will be a great park there that everyone 
can use,” said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes. “It is full steam ahead. We’re 
not really rushing this. In terms of  how 
we treat other park developments, it 
may seem so, but this is one particular 
case where there is a lot of  focus and 
lots of  want, so why delay? I think we 
have a great basis in front of  us on how 
we can move forward. We have a good 
conceptual plan.”

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: “I 
am looking forward to the community 
open house where the public will get a 

chance to get their input in and, at the 
end of  the day, we will all get together 
and make a decision on how to move 
forward with this park.

“[This park] wasn’t recommended by 
a consultant. My understanding is the 
majority of  this Council recommended 
that this be a park and as far as the 
pace we are going, going slower doesn’t 
mean you’re going to do it better or 
you’re going to do it right. All it means 
is you’re going to go slow when we have 
clear, decisive thought on how to move 
forward. That is efficient decision-
making and that is what we’re doing.”

For others, it was important to 
note this is not the end of  the journey. 
Councillor Michael Thompson, for 
instance, said the decision on the 
table simply gave staff  the go-ahead 
to move forward with the open house, 
work with the community, Council and 
committees to come up with a revised 
plan.

“Staff  are going to report back 
and say, ‘Here is the plan, here is the 

proposed construction date, and if  
Council is not happy with either the 
plan or with what the proposed dates 
are, they can delay it and send it back 
out and we’ll deal with it then,” said 
Councillor Thompson.

Nevertheless, Councillor Pirri was 
firm in his opposition. 

“I don’t believe political will should 
discount views of  professionals who 
have studied this, our plans that have 

been recommended to us should be 
completely disregarded because some 
residents in the community want 
something,” he said. “It was mentioned 
again early tonight that there is a want in 
the community and we should be moving 
forward on this now. I don’t believe that 
should suspend us from doing all the due 
diligence and all the work we could do to 
make sure we do something right. We are 
missing that at this point in time.”
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Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years

16945 Leslie Street
Units 247-29, Newmarket ON L3Y 9A2
p: 905-895-5972   e: sean@seanherbinson.com

Sean Herbinson Broker

Call Sean for a complimentary consultation 
and get your questions answered

NEED ANSWERS?

Contact Sean directly at 905-717-5234 
or by email Sean@SeanHerbinson.com

Not intended to solicit individuals currently under agency contract. This information, while XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Should we buy? 
Should we sell? 
Is our timing right? 
Trade up? Trade down? 
Country living? City living? 
Condo? Freehold? Townhomes? 
Bungalow? Multilevel? 
Down payment amount? 
Cost of a mortgage? Affordability? 

Good Area? Poor area? 
Amenities? Schools?

So many 
real estate
questions?? ?

Proud to have been helping Aurora residents 
with their Real Estate needs for 23 Years
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NewRoads proudly 
supports local sports.

newroads.ca

Auroran Sports Basebar 2016_Layout 1  2016-03-23  3:52 PM  Page 1
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SPORTS 

We have a great new 
selection 

of Greeting Cards 
Including: 

Papyrus, Carlton and Designer Greetings. 

Gifts, Toys, Children’s Books, Party Goods, 
Collectibles and much more. 

Located in the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Beside Omars Shoes 

14800 Yonge St., Aurora 

905-727-1547

...has re-opened!

Plus

NO TAX WEEKEND

Now open Sundays 12-4
in April, May and June for your shopping convenience. 

**Excluding Holiday Weekends. 

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
The secret to Omars success is simple– Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

Celebrating our 46th year of business in Aurora.

*ON ALL REGULAR PRICED 
BIRKENSTOCK SHOES

THURSDAY, 
MAY 5 

TO SUNDAY, MAY 8!
**

*

46th

Anniversary
Mae, Saarah and Raz, 

Invite you 
to come visit our store 

featuring BIRKENSTOCK Shoes. 

What a great gift for Mom!What a great gift for Mom!

    
  
          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2016/2017 REGISTRATION  

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2016 
 
In-House Registration dates: May 4, 18 and 25 (6 – 9 pm) 
 AMHA Office at the Aurora Community Centre 
     Yonge/Aurora Heights Drive 
      
Please refer to our website at www.auroraminorhockey.com for Rep tryout policies and schedules.   
 
REGISTRATION fees for the 2016/2017 season are:  
 
 
Early Bird Registration Fee 
 
$590.00  Players born 1996 through 2010* 
 
(Registration fees increase by $50 on June 1, 2016 and $100 on July 1, 2016) 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*New Tyke players born in 2009 and 2010 must submit a copy of a birth certificate or passport and 
proof of residency.  It is recommended that 2010 players have either taken skating lessons or completed 
one year of Opti Hockey. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
Refunds will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2016 (less a $25 admin fee). 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2016. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 

 
 

 
 

 

Azeredo scores, but Aurora United falls short in inaugural League 1 match
By Jake Courtepatte

Lucas Azeredo notched the first 
Aurora goal in League 1 soccer history, 
but a solid effort from one of  the semi-
pro league’s most seasoned players 
downed Aurora United FC (AUFC) 
in their inaugural game Friday in 
Pickering.

Visiting Durham United FA in the 
opening match of  the season, Azeredo 
put Aurora on the board just ten 
minutes in, blasting home a ball from 
ten yards out off  a touch pass from 
Frederick Amevaw.

Just after the half, however, Eddie 
Lay put his team on his back to score 
his first of  two goals on the evening. 
The former Vaughan Azzurri star tied 

the game from fifteen yards, sending a 
shot over the head of  Aurora goalkeeper 
Duncan Jobson.

Lay gave Durham a 2 – 1 lead at the 
74 minute mark off  a touch from a free 
kick, a lead they would hold on to for 
the remainder of  the match.

Despite the loss, Aurora head coach 
Jimmy Brennan was pleased with his 
team’s efforts against a much more 
experienced squad.

“We’re a new team, a group that has 
just come together, but the guys started 
off  strong and this is positive for a first 
game,” said Brennan following the 
match. “It’s a taste of  the league for a 
lot of  the guys.”

“You can’t take anything away from 
Durham, they’re a physical team, they 

took their chances, and rightly so they 
won today…I thought going forward 
we were good, looking to break on the 
counter. Durham has a good core of  
players in place, and we had our work 
cut out. For our first game though, and 
to nearly nick the equalizer in the end, 
it was a good showing.”

He refers to a free kick taken in extra 
time by Azaredo, in which Swedish 
import Simon Adjei narrowly missed 
an equalizing header. The game was 
physical from the get-go, with eight 
yellow cards given out, five to the 
Aurora side.

AUFC was one of  three teams added 
to the men’s side of  the semi-pro league 
in an expansion this past winter. A 
22-game schedule brings the season 
right into October, most games going 
on Saturdays or Sundays, with the 
occasional Monday.

While the squad will get another 
chance at their first win in team history 
next Saturday visiting Vaughan, 
hometown fans will have to wait for a 
chance to see the team on home turf. 
They take the field at Sheppard’s Bush 
on May 28 hosting the Woodbridge 
Strikers, where all home games will be 
played throughout the year.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.league1ontario.
com.

Photo by Martin Bazyl
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

1 (844) 468-0501

NO LEAVES IN 
THESE EAVES!

LIMITED TIME 
     OFFER

Offer only available with Purchase of LeafGuard. Not available with other offers. Not valid with previous orders. Offer expires April 30, 2016

Spring Gutter Buy-Back Special!
We pay $4.00 per foot for your old ugly gutters.

CALL FOR FREE
IN-HOME

ESTIMATE

Protect your home with LeafGuard brand eavestroughs
- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

   $4.00???That‛s Nuts!!!

       Dr. Norman Orschel
Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
Sales Representative

    Damir Vrancic
Barrister & Solicitor

 Thank you to our sponsors.

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

  Thank You!
  �e OPTIMIST CLUB of AURORA wishes to thank 
the micro-breweries, King Richards English Pub and 
�e Chicken Place for supporting the Micro-brewery 

Beer Tasting Evening.  And thank you to the local 
businesses who generously donated items for the 

silent auction and to our great sponsors. 
Net proceeds raised by this event go to supporting 

programs for youth in Aurora. 

King Richards English Pub

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Canada U17 standout joins Aurora 
United FC women

By Jake Courtepatte

The program may be in its infancy, 
but the women’s side of  Aurora United 
FC inked one of  Canada’s brightest 
young stars to a deal last Thursday.

Sarah Stratigakis of  Woodbridge 
signed with the semi-pro team as 
one of  the final pieces of  the puzzle 

before its inaugural League 1 Ontario 
matchup, set for this Saturday on the 
road against Vaughan Azzurri.

The 16-year old, who broke out 
with the U17 squad at the 2014 U17 
Women’s World Cup, even saw playing 
time with the U23’s at the Pan Am 
Games this past summer. She was one 
of  the youngest players on the field, 
suiting up with some of  the game’s 
best, including some of  her favourites 
like Toronto’s Ashley Lawrence and 
Kadeisha Buchanan.

In six appearances at the 
international U15 level, Stratigakis 
notched five goals in 2014.

She was fourteen years old when she 
made her Canadian youth program 
debut in 2013, winning a silver 
medal with Canada under coach Bev 
Priestman at the CONCACAF Women’s 
U17 Championship in Jamaica. More 
recently, she won a silver with the U20 
team at the CONCACAF Championship 
in Honduras, qualifying Canada for 
the U20 World Cup in 2016 in Papua 
New Guinea.

Her minor league home club is the 
Unionville Milliken SC.

Both men’s and women’s sides from 
Aurora were part of  an expansion 
of  League 1 this past winter, and 
Stratigakis should make an immediate 
impact on a fresh and inexperienced 
roster. The four-team expansion brings 
the women’s league up to eleven teams, 
heading into the league’s third season.

Aurora United opens their home 
season at Sheppard’s Bush in Aurora 
May 14, hosting Durham United FA. 

Photo courtesy of Canada Soccer
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Fame International Salon & Spa
43 First Commerce Drive 

Aurora East, Unit 4 Ontario,L4G 0G2

905-713-2399

Call to make your reservation today 

Follow Us on Twitter!
 @FameAurora 

Like Us on Facebook! 
Fame International Salon & Spa Aurora

Follow Us on Instagram! 
@FameSalonAndSpa

NOW $159
*Limited time offer. Cannot be used in conjunction with other promotions.

TREAT YOUR MOM 
TO A LUXURIOUS 

STRESS RELIEVING 
SPA DAY

Reg:  $200
PEDICURE • MANICURE • FACIAL

Gift Cards Available

*

STRESS FIX

LEARNING FOR LIFE. 
CREATING THE FUTURE.

Pickering College is an independent day and boarding school for 

boys and girls from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12.

As part of our Quaker values, we celebrate diversity in all aspects of 

the school. This is reflected both in our Global Leadership program 

and our commitment to a co-educational environment. We believe 

when boys and girls share their environment and learn together 

it fosters a spirit of equality and respect and allows both genders 

to learn from one another’s strengths. Our graduates are well 

prepared for what lies ahead in post-secondary education and as 

contributing citizens of society.

If this is the type of education you want for your child, contact 

Pickering College today. We would be happy to provide you with 

more information and a tour of the school.  

Please call us at 905-895-1700 ext. 259 or email us at  

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

SPEND-A-HALF DAY

May 13, 2016     
Register today! 905-895-1700 ext. 259

Limited space still available in some 
grades for September 2016

By Brock Weir

Aurora has tight controls and 
regulations on the quality of  water 
that comes into your homes through 
the municipal system, but when the 
municipal system ends – so too do the 
Town’s responsibilities.

In the cases of  condominium 
developments, however, where the 
responsibility ends can be a bit 
murkier and some Council members 
are calling for clarity.

Councillors once again raised 
these concerns at last week as they 
approved increases to the municipal 
water rate. The quality of  water once 
the municipal system transfers to a 
system under the jurisdiction of  a 
condo board is a concern Councillor 
Tom Mrakas says has been raised with 
him.

“Our [water liability] stops at the 
property line and the condo board 
takes over,” said Councillor Mrakas. 
“There is quite a bit of  concern among 
the residents who live in these condos. 
They feel, at the end of  the day, they 
pay the same taxes as everyone else 
and they feel like they are being short-
changed as far as safe water and the 
responsibility the Town has.

“When I look at it, with a regular 
condo building, I can understand 
the responsibility ends when it gets 

to the building, but a development – 
even though it is called a condo --- is 
still almost a subdivision in my mind, 
and I feel maybe we should look at 
changing some policies because we 
should [be] making sure water is safe 
for those residents. They pay their 
share of  taxes to the Town. I think it is 
something we need to look at.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe said this is an 
issue he has also heard, adding Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  
Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services, has his department looking at 
the matter “to make sure [condo boards] 
are aware of  their responsibilities.”

“At this point, it is more of  a case 
of  the agreement than anything else,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “My responsibility 
at my house is from the property line 
in. In this particular instance, the 
property line is somewhat farther 
away. I can see that there is ample 
opportunity for confusion.”

At last week’s meeting, Councillors 
also called for further information 
to be distributed to residents across 
the Town on the water rate increases 
imposed on Aurora by the Region 
of  York. While this year’s water rate 
brochure is pretty much a done deal 
to be distributed with this year’s 
water bills, there is some “long range 
communication” plans in the works, 
said Town Treasurer Dan Elliott.

Condo residents “feel short changed” 
on municipal water system: Councillor

Local diamonds are packed for 
AKBA’s second season

By Jake Courtepatte

It has been no secret that the 
resurgence of  the Toronto Blue 
Jays has made a lasting impact on 
minor league ball. Jose Bautista’s 
epic bat flip and the Jays’ thrilling 
2015 season has inspired a new 
generation of  players across the 
country, with local organizations 
feeling the pressure to provide for 
such large numbers.

A desire by kids country-wide to 
get on the diamond has been felt at 
home by the Aurora King Baseball 
Association (AKBA), now in its 
second season after completing a 
merger between the Aurora Baseball 
Association and King Township 
Baseball Association in early 2015.

According to organization 
president Allen Wilson, the merger 
has so far been a success. With 
waiting lists in all four house league 
divisions, the program has seen 
a sharp rise in registration just 
from its inaugural year, fielding 
520 players in 2015 and now looking 
to get close to one thousand in the 
game.

Wilson and his team came into 
the season expecting growth, but 
not many would have predicted such 
a staggering increase in interested 
youth.

Even with 22 parks across Aurora, 
King City, Nobleton, and Kettleby, 
the organization has been hard-
pressed to find park time for the 
high number of  players, including 
the 100-or-so involved in the rep 
programs. 

The ABA and KTBA formed the 
umbrella organization with the main 
goal of  increasing registration and 
access to facilities, while decreasing 
overhead costs.

Howard Birnie, the President of  
the Leaside Baseball Club in Toronto, 
told CBC earlier this month it’s a 
baseball boom strikingly similar 
to the one experienced in the early 
1990s, when the Blue Jays won back-
to-back World Series championships.

Though the AKBA’s houseleague 
program is not set to kick off  until 
just after the Victoria Day long 
weekend, the rep programs are 
already taking to the field. The 
Mosquito team took to the field for 
their opening game Monday, besting 
the Stouffville Yankees by a score 
of  12 – 6. Eleven rep teams will be 
fielded this year by the AKBA.

A number of  tournaments are also 
on the schedule for the AKBA, first 
hosting a Minor PeeWee tournament 
in mid-May. Five more tournaments 
will follow in Aurora throughout the 
summer season
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($35 & up) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Pedicure & Manicure
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– Brows Tinting ($20)

– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

www.jennynailsspa.ca

Email
& 

Text 
Booking 
Available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Celebrating12 Years in Aurora

We have 
360 regular 

and 
200  CND Shellac/
GELISH, iBD and 

OPI Gel 
Colours 

Available

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

WE USE 
DISPOSBALE

LINER 
FOR THE 

PEDICURE

(Next to TD Bank + Across From Damir Virancic Law Firm)

Come for the HORSES

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

SIGN UP NOW!

Ridgewood 
Farm

SPRING Horse Back Riding 

$165 for a 
Month of LessonsOnlyStay for the fun!

WATERSPORTS 

Address: 18205 Keele Street, King Township ON

Phone: 647-728-7935
 Website: www.spraylake.ca

$400
   /week July 4   - July 8

July 18 - July 22
Aug 15 - Aug 19
Aug 22 - Aug 26
Aug 29 - Sept 2

Week long 
sessions 
offered:

SUMMER
CAMP

Give your child a unique camp experience 

                           THIS SUMMER         

All ages 
welcome

                    Campers learn to wakeboard and enjoy other awesome 

                                activities including: 

      fi shing, paddleboarding, hiking and more! 
Qualifi ed and friendly staff; fl exible drop off and 

    pick up times; beautiful lake. 

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Aurora cadets hit the mark at 
provincial competition

By Jake Courtepatte

Five local residents from 2799 
Queen’s York Rangers Royal Canadian 
Army Cadet Corps combined for the 
best score at the Central Ontario 
marksmanship championship last 
weekend, besting over three-hundred 
other teams.

Warrant Officer Ethan Hoyes led the 
way with a gold medal performance in 
the Individual Open category, while 
Maya Neumann achieved her own 
gold medal in the Individual Junior 
category. Their efforts, combined 
with that of  Nicholas Ertl, Tyler 
McKechnie, and Emily Woodhouse, 
effectively ranked the Aurora-based 
unit first overall out of  a field of  318 
units across Ontario.

It was the first provincial title for 

the unit since 2010.
The cadet marksmanship 

program is based upon Olympic-
style competition, with the focus on 
teaching cadets the proper use and 
safe handling of  firearms.

Air rifle training is an activity 
that builds confidence, self-discipline 
and respect through a progressively 
challenging, gender-neutral 
recreational sport.

Cadets fire air rifles at a distance of  
ten metres from the target, shooting 
from both the prone and standing 
positions.

“The revitalization of  the Air Rifle 
Championship series expanded the 
number of  teams that competed in 
the Stage 2 qualifying round, which 
effectively increased the level of  
challenge across this year’s regional 
competition,” explained Captain 
Christopher Barron, Common 
Training Officer for Central Region 
Cadet Support Unit. “We have seen 
some very impressive results across 
our teams and look forward to the 
National Championship.”

The unit’s top finish earned them a 
spot on Team Ontario for the National 
Air Rifle Championship that will be 
held in Gimli, Manitoba next month.

For more information on the unit 
visit www.rangers2799.com.

Roger Romses (Team Coach), Tyler McKechnie, 
Emily Woodhouse, Maya Neumann, Nicholas Ertl, 
Ethan Hoyes. 

Photo by Officer Cadet Kelvin Chu. 
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Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

Invite you

OMARS Shoes is Now Open Sundays 12-4pm*
in April, May and June for your shopping convenience

*Excluding Holiday Weekends

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
The secret to Omars success is simple– Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

Celebrating our 46th year of business in Aurora.

Mae, Saarah and Raz, 

to visit us and see our great selection of New Balance shoes.
The 860v6 running shoe for men and women combines posted support with dual cushioning 
technologies for stability that keeps you going strong however long you go. 
Available in medium and wide widths.

                                          New Balance…..
             Because we believe in one simple truth: we were born to move.

From page 1

FRIDAY, MAY 6
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents De Temps Antan, a joyous trio from Quebec 
featuring ‘trad’ music – with a contemporary dose 
of  joie de vivre! Cash bar – concert at 8 p.m. Tickets 
$28 advance, or $32 day of  concert, plus HST. For 
information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-713-1818, 
or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, MAY 7
Need volunteer hours? Join us at Hillary House 

for our annual Spring Clean Up. Event runs from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon. Lunch will be served. Register by 
contacting 905-727-8991 or leigha.cooney@aurorahs.
com. Hillary House National Historic Site, 15372 
Yonge St.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Arboretum, in 

partnership with the Lake Simcoe Conservation 
Authority, will hold their annual tree planting event 
today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon (rain or shine). Bring 
the whole family and plant a tree! The group will 
meet in the Optimist Park off  Birkshire Drive near  
Skipton Trail in northeast area of  Aurora. Please 
see the website www.auroraarboretum.ca for more 
information. Students qualify for volunteer hours.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents the 2nd Annual Spring Artisan Pop-Up 
Market, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Meet gallery artists and 
artisans, and pick from their one-day expanded 
collections of  jewelry, glass, fine art, pottery and 
more. Free admission. For information, call 905-713-
1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults from 
francophones to beginners looking to put their 
French language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

SATURDAY, MAY 28
The Aurora Seniors Evergreen Choir, under 

the direction of  Dr. Richard Heinzle, with our 
accompanist, Hadara Jacoby, warmly invites you to 
come to our Tenth Anniversary Concert:  “Keep on 
Singing” with singing, decorations, refreshments, 
guest artists. Tickets: $5.00 (children under 14 are 
free, but need a ticket. Tickets are now available 
at the Seniors’ Centre Reception Doors open at 
2 p.m., concert starts at 2.30 p.m. at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 90 John West Way, Aurora. For more 
information, call 905-726-4767 Sponsored in part by: 
Chris Ablett of  BoomerConnect and Royal LePage 
Realty Inc.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Garden Aurora! Annual Plant Sale. NEW 

LOCATION! The Aurora Garden Club and Aurora 
Home Hardware Building Centre are joining to 
make this our best plant sale ever. Our members 
will be donating plants from their own gardens 
in this area so you are assured they will work for 
you. Great member and nursery plants at fabulous 
prices, giveaways and more, make this a must visit 
to Aurora Home Hardware at 289 Wellington St East, 
Aurora. Sale from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. More info at www.
gardenaurora.com or 905-713-6660.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
Garden Aurora! Annual Tour of  Gardens. The 

Aurora Garden Club presents our annual tour 
of  eight beautiful gardens. The owners of  theses 
private paradises will be available to answer all your 
questions. Local artists will also be in attendance 
showing their works. This is a self-guided tour from 
12 noon to 4.30 p.m., rain or shine. Tickets are $15 at 
Caruso & Co. 15210 Yonge St., Hillcrest Nurseries 14230 
Bathurst St., both in Aurora, Black Forest Gardens 
15445 Keele St., King City. Also available at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market Saturdays June 25, July 3 and July 
9. Same day tickets will be sold at Garden 1. Further 
info at www.gardenaurora.com or 905-713-6660.  

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject line 
“Coming Events”.

COMING EVENTS

Town’s canine community and the people 
who love them.

While the event is a fun chance to show 
off  your dog, it is also a chance for the 
Town to engage with local pet owners on 
future needs and bylaws, as well as act as 
a refresher on laws already on the books.

“It celebrates the dog and gives us 
an opportunity to catch up and begin 
with an educational program for dogs 
and animal owners,” says Bylaw Officer 
Mandie Crawford. “The demographics 
of  the Town is changing. We have a lot 
of  newcomers to Aurora in the newer 
subdivisions, and people who have been 
here for a while. As the Town changes 
and we have more people using the 
trails, and more dog walkers using the 
trails, what happens is there is a lack 
of  communication between the two of  
them. We are just trying to get everyone 
together to give them some education 
and allow them to connect with each 
other.”

Although Ms. Crawford has only been 
with the Town for a year as Manager of  
the Bylaw Department, she says they 
have had “ongoing” concerns not just 
from dog owners but the public at large 
around people leashing their animals. 
Their first step in tackling this issue 

is education rather than being “heavy 
handed” with enforcement. 

“Our first step [with this event] is 
bringing together a lot of  the dog owners 
where they can have a forum to express 
some of  their needs and learn some of  the 
local bylaws,” says Ms. Crawford. “Some 
might not even know where the dog park 
is, for example. They can also get into 
contact with some of  the other service 
providers in the area like dog walkers, 
doggie day cares and pet photographers.

“A lot of  people commute to work and 
they are concerned about their animal 
being alone in the house all day. This 
will bring them into contact with a lot of  
dog walking groups, vets and things like 
that, and get out and socialize with fellow 
dog owners. Dog owners have a tendency 
to be able to connect very easily. I have 
met more people at off  leash dog parks 
than anywhere else. You just start 
talking about your dog and it seems to be 
a natural connection.”

Sheppard’s Bush, however, is not a 
leash-free park and if  you plan on coming 
out with your canine and letting your 
dog do a turn on the catwalk, leashes are 
required so the event remains a welcome 
one for big bruisers like Great Danes or 
the most jittery Chihuahua. 

But, if  you think Aurora needs an 
additional leash free dog park in addition 

to the one already near the top of  
Industrial Parkway North at St. John’s 
Sideroad, this will be your chance to say 
so. Some dog owners, says Ms. Crawford, 
have already said there is a need for a 
second park space. 

“As more families come into Aurora, 
there will be more dogs,” she says. “It is 
a growing canine community, as well as 
a growing people community. We want 
to be proactive with our education as 
opposed to being the big, bad dog catcher, 
because we’re not. We want to make 
sure everybody in this community can 
be comfortable and still have the ability 
to have happy animals. It starts with 
education. We don’t want to go out and do 
a pile of  enforcement without educating 
people saying this is why we do this. If  
they want another dog park we’re not 
going to know unless we’re out there 
amongst them – and not chasing them.”

Paws in the Park will take place 
Saturday, May 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at Sheppard’s Bush (Enter at Industrial 
Parkway South and Cousins Drive). The 
Pet Fashion Show begins at 2 p.m. Best 
Dressed will have the chance for one of  
three prizes of  90 days of  full access to the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, as well 
as goodie bags from participating services 
and vendors.

Paws in the Park to include pet fashion show
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Town Hall was the prime destination for local art lovers this past weekend as they threw open their doors for the 54th Annual Juried Art Show and Sale, hosted in conjunction with the Society 
of York Region Artists (SOYRA). (1) Artist Eva Folks embraces Mayor Geoff Dawe after he selected her painting (2) of the southwest corner of Yonge and Wellington as this year’s addition to the 
Preserve Aurora in Paint Collection. (3) Mayor Dawe was joined by SOYRA president Linda Welch, far left, and Robin Taylor-Smith of the Aurora Optimists, second right, to honour the winners of 
the youth art category. They are Brandon Nicholson, Dylan Torraville, Eric Chu, Emma Mae Mull, and Lishya Liu. (4) Torraville with his drawing “A is for Alcoholic”. (5) Johanna von Kempen with 
“In Love with Georgian Bay”. (6) Kathryn Christensen with “David”, which took home First Place for Watercolours. (7) Donna Greenstein with White Peony. (8) Rosie Schroder took home first place 
in the Acrylic category with “Evening Glow”. (9) Salah Khoiravi placed first in Oils with “Awaiting at the Piano”, and (10) Ms. Welch herself took home first place in Photography with “Woman with 
Marigolds.” 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

1 2

3 4

5 6 7

8 9 10

Art Aurora 2016 shows off the best of local talent
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Offers apply to regular prices.

4DAYS ONLY!

MAY 5 TO 8

30%
OFF 25%

OFF
20%

OFF

15%
OFF

IN-STOCK

RUGS
IN-STOCK

LAMINATE  
FLOORING

IN-STOCK

CERAMIC  
AND PORCELAIN 
TILES AND VINYL 
FLOORING

IN-STOCK

HARDWOOD  
FLOORING  
AND FLOORING  
ACCESSORIES

WALL TO WALL
SAVINGS

140 FIRST COMMERCE DRIVE, AURORA

Prices may vary after May 11, 2016, if there are any market variations. Prices do not include taxes. For our current promotions, we reserve the right to lim it quantities to 15 units of the same product, both for professional and the general public. We strive to make a fair and truthful advertising. Human or mechanical errors could occur. In the event of an error, a notice  
will be printed in store and we will make every reasonable effort to accommodate our customers. Some products may differ from photos. In this case, product description will prevail. ∞DEAL OF THE MONTH - GIFT CARD: Valid April 28 to May 11, 2016 in all participating Reno-Depot stores. With the purchase of one 5/8” x 75’ heavy duty garden hose, the customer will 
receive $20 gift card. Quantities are limited to 1 hose per transaction, for a maximum gift card value of $20. This gift card can only be used for a future transaction and applies to in-stock merchandise only available in store; use of the gift card constitutes acceptance of these terms and conditions printed on the back of the card. This gift card cannot be used for the purchase  
of other gift cards, layaways, special orders, services offered in store such as installation, delivery, rentals, cut-shop services, etc. Only “Cash and Carry” purchases paid by cash, debit or major credit cards are eligible. Cannot be combined with in-house or contractor account discount. Cannot be combined with any other offer, but it does apply to already discounted items.  
Cannot be exchanged for cash. Certain conditions apply. Details in store.

5/8" X 75' HEAVY DUTY
GARDEN HOSE AT $20◊

WHEN BUYING ONE

$20
GET A

GIFT CARD∞

CARTE
CADEAU

GIFT
CARD

◊ Before taxes. ∞ Gift card is applicable on your next purchase.   
1 gift card per transaction.  <391266> 85885028  SAVE 23%

1299

SELECTED 
HANGING BASKET
<316815> 50075009

999

HANGING BASKETHANGING BASKET

THE STARDEAL
OF THE 
MONTH

MOTHER  She has been referred to as 
a map, who tries to guide and carefully 
monitor each step you take in your life.

She has been called your first love and 
your biggest heartbreak.

The anchor, the rose, the hardest 
working person, compassionate, wise, 
sensitive and all knowing, a mother who 
gives all and doesn’t always get much in 
return in her often thankless role.

On the outside, it sounds not like 
someone you would envy, while the 
pay is poor and working conditions are 
long and tiring. However, she is a highly 
skilled financial advisor who can juggle 
budgeting, run a household and can 
demonstrate culinary skills that are 
mouthwatering alongside the best chefs 
in the world.

I can still hear my husband saying, 
“nobody makes lemon meringue pie like 
my mom.” Hah, I thought, till I tried it, 
and he was right, she was the best.

She would also create these little rugs 
around the house from scraps of  blanket 
and clothing material. She was an amazing 
and talented farmer’s wife. She knew the 
best homemade remedies for whatever 
ailed you and you just knew, without a 
moment’s hesitation, that a woman who 
could raise five children, run a farm, and 
still have time to get up Sunday morning 
for church, was God’s gift to us all.

How does one write about a mother, 
your mother, my mother that can 

completely describe 
her in a few sentences 
without sounding 
childish or a dreamer? 
How does one thank 
your mother for the 
countless hours she 
stayed with you while 
you were sick and 
helped you raise your 
children, cook dinner, 
clean the house and 
be the mountain of  strength when you so 
needed her?

How many barrels of  tears of  gratitude 
can you fill for your dear mother?

My own mother, who suffered through 
war, poverty, famine and losing her own 
mother at the age of  17 somehow survived. 

Mothers — be proud of  your laugh lines 
as we celebrate Mother’s Day with you.

Thank you for helping me become who 
I am today. The fabric of  a mother is so 
strong, that nothing can pull her away 
from the love she has for her family.

She has unspeakable devotion and 
dedication in fulfilling her duties. 
However, if  you have a mom, may the road 
never be too far to visit, to call, to hug and 
love her.

She isn’t expecting roses, candy or 
dinner, she just wants you. She needs to 
hear your voice, your loving arms around 
her, combing her hair, sharing a cup of  tea 
so that the afternoons don’t seem so long.

Your presence 
never mattered more. 

And for those 
whose heart is 
breaking for their 
lost mother, if  
tears could build a 
stairway right up to 
heaven, we would 
bring you home 
again.

Her essence is 
in everything you do, in the springtime 
hearing a bubbling brook, or wrapped in 
winter’s blanket of  snow and in the last 
goodbye of  fall...you will find her there. 
Just when you think you are alone, a 
sign occurs, a thought that seems all too 
familiar, a whisper, a soft breeze that 
gently reassures you that she is always 
near you, and still wants the best for you.

Yes, it’s hard not to cry about your loss, 
your best friend, the one heart you told 
everything to, the strongest shoulders you 
could lean on, but for now be truly happy 
that you had a most wonderful and loving 
mother.

So, thank her in your prayers, and share 
her life with others and allow them to see 
and feel how precious a mother she was to 
you. To all mothers past and present, we 
honour you, love you, and appreciate you.

Following are two activities at the 
Seniors’ Centre where you can honour 
your mother:

MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON
The Seniors Centre will be holding 

a special Mother’s Day luncheon on 
Wednesday, May 4. The menu includes 
lasagna.

THE EVERGREEN CHOIR’S 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 

The ASA’s Evergreen Choir will be 
celebrating its tenth anniversary on 
Saturday, May 28 at 2.30 p.m. The cost is 
only $5 and children under 14 with a ticket 
are admitted free of  charge.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, drop 
by 90 John West Way, visit the web site 
www.auroraseniors.ca, or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

SENIOR
SCAPE

By CHRISTINA DOYLE

  Briefly

By Brock Weir

Local moms in need will have their 
Sunday brightened this week by a return of  
the Pampered Pillowcases.

The brainchild of  Aurora sisters Lexi and 
Amanda Benlolo, the Pampered Pillowcase 
project fills colourful sacks with goodies – 
ranging from slippers to cosmetics – to make 
women feel pampered through the Women’s 
Centre of  York Region.

Initiated by the Country Day School last 
Christmas, the project was so successful the 
girls decided to bring it back for Mother’s 
Day, throwing down the gauntlet to Country 
Day’s Junior School to pick up the challenge 
– and they have risen to the occasion.

“After we gave the 77 pillow cases to 
the Women’s Centre, we immediately 
approached the Country Day School Junior 
School with the idea to start the Mother’s 
Day Drive,” says Lexi. “We wanted to teach 
them a hands-on learning experience.”

The Junior School has a program called 
Pathways to People, which Amanda says 

spearheads initiatives to help charities and 
food drives. When they approached them 
with the Pampered Pillowcase program, it 
seemed like a perfect fit.

“They took a really big initiative in it,” 
says Amanda. “They helped all the classes 
make their own pillow cases. We gave them 
an example pillow case and everything that 
would need to be put in it, showed them how 
to assemble it so it would stay up, be sturdy, 
and we also said they could make these as 
personal as they wanted to.”

The girls made their final push for pillow 
cases on Tuesday and are expected to deliver 
them to the Women’s Centre this Thursday 
for Mother’s Day distribution.

“The feedback we got [during] the 
holidays was just incredible,” says Lexi. 
“The little things that were in there were 
just so special to them and each one 
cherished it.”

Adds Amanda: “We are hopeful this goes 
on for years to come, and we hope to have 
another Christmas Drive and Mother’s Day 
drive and maybe introduce more.”

Pampered Pillowcases to bring joy to moms
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

HOME RENOVATIONS

DECKS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

GoodLife Contracting

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Call/Text 416-655-6065
goodlifecontracting@gmail.com
goodlifecontracting.weebly.com

DECKS - Professional 
Carpenter

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

LA
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KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, Newmarket

HVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

BAIRD CONSTRUCTION GROUP 

 -Basement Renovations
 -Floors and Stairs 
 -Kitchens and Bathrooms 

Call today to book your project 
Brandon: 289 221 9330

bairdconstructiongroup.com

 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 905-726-8886 
 4-14 years old  

No Martial Arts  Experience Required 

Non- Members Welcome 

Professionals At Work

Contact 647-588-8561 Email BoyeLandscaping@yahoo.ca

Boye Landscaping
                        & Property Management

• Spring & Fall Clean Up
• Landscape Design
• Estate & Residential
   Maintenance

• Lawn Care
• Tree Removal
• Planting
• Gardening

Complete cremation service for $2,205.Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad

PAINTING

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

GTA KIM CONSTRUCTION

Leave the job to the professionals from beginning to end...
Spring is in the air!

Free estimate
• Paving, Interlocking, Landscaping, Post Holes, Decks, Fences, Patio
• Stairs, Retaining Walls, Flagstone
• Home Renovation, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Flooring
• Site Preparation   • Equipment Rental With Operator

Email Address: Inquireajob@gmail.com
Tel :  647-705-1830, 647-687-2572

Inground Pools 
Landscape Construction 

Home Renovations 
New Home Construction

mondolo
CONSTRUCTION OVER 30 YRS EXPERIENCE

WWW.MONODOLO.CA

NORM MONDOLO • 416.990.0505 • NORMMONDOLO@GMAIL.COM
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Reporter  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local sports and community events.

Reporter  
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

C o n s t r u C -
tion ComPAny 
looking for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
York Region area. 
Please email re-
sume to: stephe 
no@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

EXPEriEnCED mEAt CuttErs and 
labourers wanted. Cutting and deboning 
poultry products an asset. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers with minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. Apply to Abate Packers 
Ltd by email at: jobs@abatepackers.com or 
by fax: 519-848-2793.

PA r t - t i m E 
Cook rE-
QuirED to assist  
s e n i o r s . 
Please call  
Bernice. 905-503-
2209 or Joseph 
905-503-1833.

A Z - D r i v E r s 
WAntED @ CAT 
Inc! Steady Year-
Round Miles! Sign-
On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. 
Monthly/Annual 
Bonuses! Great Pay 
& Benefits! 877-758-
3905

r E g i s t E r E D  
rECEs required for local school aged 
child care centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.
com

FOR RENT/LEASE

CAR FOR SALE

oFFiCE sPACE(s) 
For lEAsE Great  
location in the 
heart of  downtown 
King City, from ap-
prox. 100  to 800 sq. 
ft. Great exposure,  
Contact Rachel  
416-402-4004.  

2013 Dodge Aveng-
er. Great condi-
tion, only 43500 
km, one owner 
$10,000.  Call for  
details: 289-221-5416

Pickup & 
drop-off available

INCOME
TAX

Call John: 

647.667.8298  
mistertax.ca/aurora

PERSONAL 
From $45

Business, Rental, 
Commission from $99
Limited Time Special!

Tax specialist 
since 1988 

AURORA LOCATION

oFFiCE For 
lEAsE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

noW Hiring tEmPorAry WorkErs: La-
bourers, Electrical Apprentices, Electricians for 
a Solar Farm build near Mount Forest, ON. We 
pay $18 - $35 /hour. Necessary training provided. 
Must be Ontario resident. Previous construction 
experience preferred. Apply via email to: info@
colwis.ca  or call 905-881-6046 or apply in person 
on job site 183373 Grey Rd 9, Holstein, ON.

AurorA - WEl-
lington & lEs-
liE: 1 bedroom, 2 
bathrooms, walk-
out - lakeview, fur-
nished, 1 parking, 
no pets, no smoking, 
utilities included. 
Call Niki 416-564-
4330.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Metal Fab Shop Requires:
• Project Coordinator $35K
• Estimator $60K
• Project Manager $50K
• Class G Driver (Flatbed)
• “G” class driver, Small Flatbed, 
Skilled with Strapping loads

• Welders … All position MIG, Days 
and Afternoon shifts, $17-18 / hr

• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-18 / hr.

Other Positions:
• Fall Arrest, 2 positions, 3 month 
assignment, $18.00 / hr

• CNC Operators, Full Time, 
Bolton—A & N shifts, $17 / hr.

• Certified Forklift Operators,  
$14-16 / hr.

• Millwrights. Brampton and Acton, 
$26-28 / hr.

• Conveyor Assembly, New Whse., 
Brampton, 3 month Assignment, 
$16/ hr.

• HVAC Technician G2, ODP, 313D 
req’d.

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

ADVERTISE

NOT EVERYONE
Needs your services

 all the time... 

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your ServiceDirectory and

 be there when they do!

Call today:
905-727-3300 x 102

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS
reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS
GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

DALTON’S PAINTINg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

RENO

RENOVATIONS
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Grab one 
before the 
hipsters 
fi nd out 
about it!


