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Highland Gate OMB hearing 
slated for next March

By Angela Gismondi

It looks like the Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) hearing for the Highland 
Gate development is going to be a long 
one.

At the pre-hearing March 22 in Council 
Chambers, Ira Kagan, legal counsel 
for Highland Gate Developments Inc., 
the development partnership between 
Geranium Homes and ClubLink, 
requested a six-week trial beginning at 
the Board’s earliest convenience.

He also requested another pre-hearing, 
which is expected to take place between 

August 22 and 23. 
OMB member Jason Chee-Hing 

informed Kagan the Board is understaffed 
and it will not be able to accommodate a 
six-week hearing until March 2017.

The expected start date is March 27.
“We are so busy and so down in 

numbers that we are not scheduling 
anything this year that lengthy,” said 
Chee-Hing.

The developer is proposing to build 
new homes on the former Highland Gate 
Golf  Club property.

The proposal is to add a new high-
density residential block consisting of  

184 single detached dwellings, a 100-unit 
condo building, as well as parkettes, open 
space/vistas, trails and environmental 
protection on a 101 acre property (41 
hectares). 

Highland Gate Developments took its 
application to the OMB in November, 
stating the Town took too long to review 
and make a decision on the proposal.

At the pre-hearing, Kagan said the 
developer has amended the development 
proposal and the number of  single 
detached units has been reduced 
from 184 to 182. A proposed 10-storey 

By Brock Weir

The Ontario Municipal Board 
decision on the future of  the proposed 
redevelopment of  Highland Gate Golf  
Course could have wide reaching 
impacts in Aurora and the affected 
homeowners are pooling their 
resources to mount a good defence at 
upcoming hearings. 

The Highland Gate Ratepayers 

Small businesses are “biggest losers” 
in Federal budget: Chamber

By Brock Weir

The Federal Liberal Government 
released their first Budget last week and 
while municipalities like Aurora are 
hailing the blueprint for its investment 
in infrastructure, local business owners 
shouldn’t be so happy, according to the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce.

Following last Tuesday’s budget 
speech, Mayor Geoff  Dawe said Aurora 
was “pleased” to see the Trudeau 
government maintain its commitment 
to make a “significant investment in 
Canada’s key infrastructure, addressing 

both underfunded and overdue critical 
infrastructure while, in the process, 
stimulating our national economy 
through job creation and funding in this 
construction activity.”

“The Budget commits over $120 
Billion for various infrastructure 
groups and categories over the next 10 
years,” said Mayor Dawe in a statement. 
“Areas the Town is delighted in seeing 
is support for municipal infrastructure, 
as well as commitment for significant 
improvements for public transit in 
major urban centres such as the GTA, 

MENSWEAR

Gentlemen; 
Your destination for
Formal, Business Attire,
Weekend/Casual wear

15117 Yonge St. (Downtown Aurora) (S. of Wellington) 905.713.1501

INTO THE WOODS – Last week’s ice storm provided some new and exciting obstacles and hiding places at Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt, hosted by the Tow of 
Aurora. Here, Adam, Aidan, Jack and Jordan wade through a sea of freshly felled tree branches and ice shards in the Aurora Community Arboretum looking for 
treats hidden by the Easter Bunny, who was waiting in nearby Petch House. For more on the celebration, see Page 14.                        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger 
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Food for Fines – help the less fortunate in 
Aurora!

The Town of Aurora is providing an alternative method of 
payment for parking infractions. The Town has partnered 
with the Aurora Food Pantry to help the less fortunate in our 
community.

In lieu of paying your “Park on Municipal Property without 
Consent” parking ticket issued between March 15 and April 
15, 2016, you can choose to purchase a $25 gift card at
any local grocery store in Aurora. Drop off the gift card, along 
with your ticket and purchase receipt indicating the balance 
and activation status to Access Aurora located at Aurora Town 
Hall, 100 John West Way. Participation is optional. 

For more information about this program, please contact the 
Bylaw Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/parking

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting

Tuesday, April 5 9:30 a.m. Leksand Room Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, April 5 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee
Thursday, April 7 7 p.m. Holland Room Environmental Advisory

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Aurora’s Juried Art Show and Sale

The annual Art Show and Sale is happening on Saturday, April 30 
and Sunday, May 1 at Aurora Town Hall. 

We are currently accepting registrations in all categories. For 
information about the event or how to register as an artist, please 
visit www.aurora.ca/art 

April Skylight Gallery Artist – Claire D’Aurore

Traveling and living in world capitals has been the food of 
Claire D’Aurore’s soul and over the past decade, her life has 
been enriched by expressing herself through the arts.
Claire’s photographic vision is mainly macro. She views 
photography as painting with camera and light, instead of
paint and brush. 

To learn more, visit www.aurora.ca/skylightgallery

Regular Viewing Times: Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor

The Town of Aurora has School Safety Lawn Signs available for 
display on your property to remind drivers to please drive slowly.

Lawn signs are available for pick-up from Aurora Town Hall, 
Customer Service, 100 John West Way.
ONE LAWN SIGN PER HOUSEHOLD. FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVE.

For more information, please call Town of Aurora Customer 
Service at 905-727-1375

The Town of Aurora is pleased to be the first municipality in 
York Region to introduce a School Travel Planning policy. The 
policy was initiated by the Town’s Infrastructure & Environmental 
Services (Public Works) division and was endorsed by Aurora 
Town Council in late 2013. In partnership with The Regional 
Municipality of York, The Town of Aurora launched a School Safety 
Campaign in Fall 2014.

To learn more about The Town of Aurora’s commitment to safety 
around our schools and our School Travel Planning policy, please 
visit www.aurora.ca/safe 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Proposed Private Tree Protection By-Law Approval

On February 9, 2016 Aurora Town Council directed that a “Private 
Tree Protection By-Law” to prohibit and or regulate the injury or 
destruction of trees on private property in the Town of Aurora, 
be presented to Council for approval and that the current Tree 
Protection By-law No. Number 4474-03.D. be repealed.

Please be advised that the Revised By-law will be presented to 
Council for enactment at the General Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016.

Pending Council approval, the revised Private Tree Protection 
By-Law will come into effect on Tuesday, May 24, 2016 with the 
following significant revisions:

• Number of trees that can be removed from a private property 
in a 12-month period without obtaining a permit has been 
reduced to two (2) trees from four (4) trees.

• A permit must be obtained prior to removal of a single heritage 
tree or a single tree in any heritage district as described in the 
By-Law.

• For larger properties, owners shall be permitted to remove two 
(2) trees per .25 ha. of property in a 12-month period without 
obtaining a permit. (For example: Owner of a 1 ha. property can 
remove eight (8) trees in a 12-month period without obtaining 
a permit.)

For more information about this By-Law, including permit fees, 
please call 905-727-3123, ext. 3222.

Speed Cushion Pilot Project on Stone Road from 
Clift Road to Hawtin Lane

The Town of Aurora is considering installing speed cushions* on 
the below noted locations to address speeding concerns.

• Stone Road from Clift Road to Hawtin Lane
• Conover Avenue from River Ridge Boulevard and Borealis 

Avenue 
• Kennedy Street West from Murray Drive to McGee Crescent
• Mavrinac Boulevard from Borealis Avenue to Spring Farm Road 
• McMaster Avenue from Hollidge Boulevard and Hollandview 

Trail

The Traffic Calming Policy requires achievement of the following 
warrants to proceed:

• Warrant 1: To achieve a minimum of 70 per cent support from 
area residents

• Warrant 2: Minimum Speed, on streets where traffic calming 
is proposed, the 85th percentile speed** over a 7-day period 
must be a minimum of 15 km/h (but less than 20km/h) over the 
posted speed limit.

The chosen locations have met the Minimum Speed warrant.

The Town is conducting a survey asking affected residents who 
reside in the vicinity of the area to vote on the installation of the 
speed cushions.

For more information on this pilot project please contact Jamal 
Massadeh at 905-727-3123 ext. 4374 or visit www.aurora.ca

* A form of speed hump, that allows larger (especially emergency) 
vehicles to negotiate them without slowing down
** The 85th percentile speed is a common transportation 
indicator, which refers to the speed 85 percent of the vehicles are 
traveling at or below.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Saturday, 
April 23, 2016
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, 
please call Access Aurora 
at 905-727-1375 or email 
cleanup@aurora.ca

A U R O R A ’ S  A N N U A L

Clean-up DayClean-up Day

Proudly sponsored by

Clean Yards By-law
The Town of Aurora’s Clean Yards By-law 4754-05.P serves to 
protect the health and welfare of Aurora residents. This by-law 
requires all properties in Aurora to be maintained in a safe 
condition and clear of waste. It prohibits the dumping of 
refuse or debris and provides guidelines for stagnant water 
and lawn maintenance. For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylaws. Let’s keep Aurora safe and beautiful!

 SIGN-UP NOW!
• To register to participate, complete 
 the online form at www.aurora.ca/  
 cleanup. Registration will be open 
 until Monday, April 18.
• All registered participants will 
 receive a clean-up kit during 
 check-in from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
 at Aurora Town Park.
• An appreciation barbecue generously   
 donated by Meridian will take place   
 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. at 
 Town Park, with entertainment 
 by the Aurora Community Band.

Stay safe! Remind 
drivers to please drive 
slowly in school zones.

The Town of Aurora is pleased to be the first municipality 
in York Region to introduce a School Travel Planning 
policy. The policy was initiated by the Town’s Infrastructure 
& Environmental Services (Public Works) division and 
was endorsed by Aurora Town Council in late 2013. In 
partnership with The Regional Municipality of York,  
The Town of Aurora launched a School Safety Campaign  
in Fall 2014.

To learn more about The Town of Aurora’s commitment 
to safety around our schools and our School Travel 
Planning policy, please visit www.aurora.ca/safe

The Town of Aurora has School Safety Lawn Signs 
available for display on your property to remind 
drivers to please drive slowly.

Lawn signs are available for pick-up from Aurora 
Town Hall, Customer Service, 100 John West Way. 

ONE LAWN SIGN PER HOUSEHOLD. LIMITED QUANTITY 
AVAILABLE. FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVE.

For more information, please call Town of Aurora 
Customer Service at 905-727-1375.

Stay safe! Remind 
drivers to please drive 
slowly in school zones.

The Town of Aurora is pleased to be the first municipality 
in York Region to introduce a School Travel Planning 
policy. The policy was initiated by the Town’s Infrastructure 
& Environmental Services (Public Works) division and 
was endorsed by Aurora Town Council in late 2013. In 
partnership with The Regional Municipality of York,  
The Town of Aurora launched a School Safety Campaign  
in Fall 2014.

To learn more about The Town of Aurora’s commitment 
to safety around our schools and our School Travel 
Planning policy, please visit www.aurora.ca/safe

The Town of Aurora has School Safety Lawn Signs 
available for display on your property to remind 
drivers to please drive slowly.

Lawn signs are available for pick-up from Aurora 
Town Hall, Customer Service, 100 John West Way. 

ONE LAWN SIGN PER HOUSEHOLD. LIMITED QUANTITY 
AVAILABLE. FIRST-COME FIRST-SERVE.

For more information, please call Town of Aurora 
Customer Service at 905-727-1375.

Visit The Town of Aurora’s booth at The 2016 Aurora 
Chamber Home Show

Looking for a copy of the latest Aurora Living Resident’s Guide or 
Spring & Summer Leisure Guide? Do you have questions about 
Town programs or services? Visit us at Booths 111 and 112 at the 
2016 Aurora Chamber Home Show.

Where: Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC) 
 1400 Wellington Street East, Aurora
When: Friday, April 15 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
 Saturday, April 16 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 Sunday, April 17 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost: General admission is $5 at the door.  
 Children under 6 are free.

For more information, please visit www.aurorachamber.on.ca

Wednesday, April 20 • 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The Aurora Armoury in Town Park • 89 Mosley Street, Aurora

For more information, please contact Access Aurora at  
905-727-1375 or visit www.aurora.ca/earthweek
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

*Must have a valid  
driver’s licence and be at  

least 21 years of age.

• Try an energy-generating bicycle
• Learn how to reduce your energy bills
• Test drive an electric vehicle*
• Explore new ways to eat sustainably
• Discover innovative green products
• Learn about Aurora’s green spaces  
 and environmental initiatives

#auroraearthweek

FREE
kids activities sta

rting at 5 p.m. 

Coffee (bring your o
wn re-usable mug)

Tree saplings (li
mited quantity ava

ilable)

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/moviesinthepark for more information
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

WE’RE KICKING OFF OUR MOVIES IN THE PARK SERIES 
EARLY THIS YEAR BY TAKING IT INDOORS AT THE 

STRONACH AURORA RECREATION COMPLEX (SARC)

SPRING MOVIE
in the Park SARC

MINIONS (PG) 
Saturday, April 23 at 6:15 p.m.
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
(Pfaff Arena)
1400 Wellington Street East

Entrance 
is FREE! 

A food donation 
for the local food 

pantry is 
appreciated.

Arrive early to enjoy stellar pre-movie surprises!

Games and activities from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

All attendees have a chance to win a FREE WEEK 

of Summer Camp provided by The Town of Aurora.

Please bring your portable chairs for comfortable 

seating. Ice will be removed from the arena fl oor.

#AuroraMovies 

SUMMER CAMPS
2016 Program Guide

Now Available!
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LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4350

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Wednesday, April 20 at 7 p.m at Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a complete Application for an Amendment to Zoning By-law  
  2213-78 to rezone that portion of the subject lands zoned Central Commercial (C2-1A)  
  Exception Zone to Third Density Apartment Residential (RA3-1) Exception Zone and to  
  amend the existing Third Density Apartment Residential (RA3-1) Exception Zone to permit a  
  total of 118 apartment dwelling units (12 additional apartment dwelling units) and a total of  
  109 parking spaces on the subject lands.

 PROPERTY:  55 Wellington Street West 

   
LEGAL DESC.: Part of Lot 27 Registered Plan 246 

APPLICANT: Millwell Properties Inc.  

FILE NUMBER: ZBA-2016-02

CONTACT: Additional information may be obtained from Marty Rokos of the Planning &  
  Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4350, Monday to Friday from  
  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development  
  Services department at the address noted below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to  
  planning@aurora.ca. Please quote the file name and number.
 
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of 
an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

905-726-4132

April 9 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS StArt:

G2 ROAD
TEST PASS
GUARANTEE!!

Earth Week to be marked with Eco Fair for Aurorans of all ages
By Brock Weir

Earth Week was started with noble 
intentions but, over time, has become 
“meaningless for most people,” 
according to Aurora’s Mel James, a 
member of  Aurora’s Environmental 
Advisory Committee (EAC). 

While kids and environmental 
groups, he says, might be an exception 
to the rule, it’s time to really raise 
awareness of  environmental initiatives 
and issues right in our own back yard. 

Enter the inaugural Community 
Earth Week Fair.

Taking over the historic Aurora 
Armoury on Wednesday, April 20, from 
5 – 9 p.m., EAC welcomes all members 
of  the public to learn more about how 
they can make a positive impact on 
the future of  the Earth, all the while 
picking up handy pointers on how to 
reduce your energy consumption and, 
in turn, reduce your energy bills!

“Earth Week has actually become 
meaningless for most people, and 
yet children and different groups 
are very active,” says Mr. James. “I 
was [recently at] the Region’s EAC 
meeting and I was just gobsmacked 
by how much was going on in the 
Region and I asked, ‘How come we 
don’t know about this?’ There is a huge 
amount of  environmental and energy 
management things going on within 
governments, yet the public don’t 
know. So, I decided something had to 
be done about this Fair.”

Working with a team within EAC, 
they brainstormed many different 
ideas on how this broad topic could be 
tackled, focusing on the energy side of  
things with local businesses that have 

stepped up to the plate to offer some 
green solutions.

“The Town is doing quite a bit with 
street lighting and solar, so we have 
those people coming in to explain what 
it is they’re doing – and it is also telling 
the public what the Town is doing with 
their taxes as well,” says Mr. James. 
“It is going to be very interactive. 
We’re going to have environmental 
groups and light commercial groups. 
The environmental groups will deal 
with everything environmental with 
activity centres. There will even be a 
person there who will teach you how to 
compost and there will be a bin with 
worms in it, and the planting of  seeds.”

This first Community Earth Week 
Fair will shine a light on “daily 
decisions” everyone can make to 
reduce carbon emissions and “live in 
balance with the environment.” It will 
also look at ways of  eating sustainably. 
Success for this inaugural event will, 
of  course, be measured by the amount 
of  traffic coming through the Armoury 
on April 20, but it is about much more 
than that. 

“What amazes me is a community 
like Markham has three full-time 
people on the environmental side of  
things and they have Earth Week all 
week,” says Mr. James. “The list of  
what the Region is doing is endless. 
They are targeting children, so both 
school Boards have an environmental 
person actively involved in working 
with the schools and we don’t know 
about these things.

“What we’re attempting to do 
is bring those things out. If  it is 
successful, then we will make it more 
successful next year and we can book 

WINTER 
WONDERLAND 

 Spring may have 
sprung, but Auro-
rans woke up on 
Good Friday to yet 
another blast of 
winter with cars, 
trees and buildings 
encased in fresh lay-
ers of ice and snow, 
and many yards 
to clear of broken 
trees and branch-
es. (Top Left) Trees 
bowed under the 
pressure of ice on 
Yonge Street near 
St. John’s Sideroad, 
and (Top Right) at 
the corner of Mos-
ley and Wells Street. 
(Middle) Trees at St. 
Andrew’s College 
were a beautiful 
sight to behold. 
(Bottom) Trinity An-
glican Church had a 
few narrow escapes 
from the branches 
that fell around the 
historic building. 

Auroran photos by 
Brock Weir 

the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
where we have a gym and breakout 
rooms for lectures with experts to talk 
about certain things.

“I just want people to come and have 
a good time. It will be a family day to 
make Earth Week meaningful so the 
public starts thinking.”
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Continued on page 19

Every year, I make a mental note 
never to tempt fate in this space and, 
like a New Year’s resolution, that pledge 
inevitably folds very quickly. 

“Now that winter is in the record 
books, I can look back on it with 
some certainty as my own ‘winter of  
discontent’: so few cold weather days 
to enjoy a few of  my winter favourite 
things,” I wrote here last week. “And 
snowflakes that stay on my nose and 
eyelashes are relative child’s play.”

I should have known better. After 
all, fate likes to intervene at regular 
intervals to show up Brock’s Banter. 
Forecasting goes awry, notable people 
over a certain age mentioned here 
often kick the bucket within a week 
or two of  appearing here, and political 
prognostication can sometimes be 
turned on its ear.

So, it should have come as no surprise 
that as soon as we went to press last 
week, the winter storm watches began 
– well into the first week of  spring.

By the end of  the week, we were 
encased in glistening ice. A few of  my 
favourite winter things came into full 
force, along with other elements of  
the season I don’t like quite as much. 
Well, truth be told, I hate some of  these 
elements and that is not a word I like to 
use lightly.

Nevertheless, Mother Nature turned 
over my own personal apple cart, and 
the carts of  a few others as well. But, 
we’re a strong community and we 
always rise above.

Case in point, Saturday’s annual 
Easter Egg Hunt held in and around the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre on John West 
Way.

By Friday night, the success of  the 
next day’s event seemed like a bit of  
a crap shoot. Trees were still down. 
Sidewalks and, to a lesser extent, roads 
were still a bit slick and although the 
weather forecast called for a bit of  a 
warmup by morning, it was unclear 
whether enough would be melted to 
entice residents to come out to uncover 
the Easter Bunny’s bounty.

Never underestimate the power of  
the Easter Bunny.

By the time I arrived on John West 
Way midmorning, it was clear local 
families weren’t going to let a few 
icicles get in their way of  some holiday 
magic – and Town Staff  and volunteers 
weren’t going to let it get in their way 
either.

Sure, they had to reconfigure things 
a fair bit and help the Easter Bunny 
find new hiding spots within the 

Aurora Arboretum, but the uncertainty, 
the snow and ice falling from trees, 
conspired to create a sense of  adventure 
– and a new brand of  fun for families 
that come out to this event year after 
year. 

I would like to send my own kudos to 
the Easter Bunny, the Town of  Aurora 
Events Staff, and scores of  volunteers, 
who put their collective heads together 
to find new and creative ways to make 
sure the annual Easter Egg Hunt was 
an undisputed success. 

So, with my track record, and keeping 
in mind the date of  Easter Saturday next 
year, I hope April 15, 2017 is plagued by 
snow, ice, high winds, and at least two 
horsemen of  the apocalypse.

You’re welcome!
With Saturday’s event in the history 

book, Sunday gave way to one of  the 
most beautiful days we’ve had this 
year, which was a nice antidote to the 
miserable previous few days.

As usual, our family’s Easter 
Destination was Etobicoke for our 
traditional dinner at my aunt’s house, 
just on the outskirts of  what has become 
colloquially known as Ford Nation.

Some members of  that household 
veered precariously close to becoming 
dyed-in-the-wool members of  Ford 
Nation before common sense kicked in, 
but the Ford Brothers always deliver in 
providing plenty of  dinner table fodder 
at these Fam Jams.

This year was no exception. 
As we pulled off  Highway 401 and 

took Royal York Road to get to our 
ultimate destination, a crowd of  people 
on the east side of  the road caught 
my eye. They were crouching down 
with lighters, candles and bouquets 
of  flowers as if  they were leaving an 
offering. Pointing my eyes upward and 
sporting the now-vintage Rob Ford 
election signs, it was clear at this park, 
dedicated in memory of  his late father, 
had become a shrine to the late Mayor 
of  Toronto as well.

Intrigued by the sight, I decided to 
check it out later, after dinner was over.

It too provided a talking point around 
the dinner table with speculation 
being bandied about on whether the 
grief  for Rob Ford, a man who died far 

too young, was genuine or part of  the 
“need” some people have today to hop 
on a bandwagon; theories over which, 
if  any, scion of  the Ford Family would 
try to parlay this tide of  good will into 
another tide in the next Municipal 
Election in 2018; and whether or not 
people were lionizing his memory, 
as so many do with controversial 
figures following untimely deaths, 
and overstating his accomplishments 
within and love for the city to our south 
while downplaying the fact that his 
escapades, including his unfortunate 
demons, made Toronto seem like a 
three-ring circus. 

Following the dinner, I made good on 
my own pledge to stop by the makeshift 
shrine to see what was drawing people 
to it.

Surely, it couldn’t have been only 
members of  Ford Nation looking to 
throw a log jam on the tracks to stop 
a real or imagined “gravy train,” or 
people looking for a bit of  stardust.

Approaching the scene well after 10 
p.m., the candles and tea lights were 
still burning bright. There was a sea of  
flowers, a few stuffed animals, a white 
piggy bank, handwritten Bristol board 
placards, and short notes written with 
varying commands of  the English 
language. 

Some were heartfelt, noting quite 
rightly that Rob Ford was gone too 
soon. 

“Rob Ford is people’s mayor of  
Toronto,” read one typed note.

Perhaps, but certainly not true of  all 
people. No politician ever is.

“You showed sheer passion & went 
beyond the job of  a mayor,” wrote 
another, on a small piece of  canvas 
propped up on an equally small wooden 
easel. “You were Toronto’s #1 fan.”

That is a statement easy to debate 
but hard to refute.

Similar messages followed. 
Unsure what to make of  it all, I made 

my way through the messages north to 
south and the very last message in just 
a few words encompassed more than 
the others combined.

“R.I.P. Coach,” it said in black 
handwritten letters, framed inside a 
simple white box with Rob Ford in his 
uniform as football coach at Don Bosco. 

That’s really what it is all about.
Love him or hate him as a politician, 

whether or not he was a good or bad 
influence in the City of  Toronto, this is 
a man who nevertheless had a positive 
impact on many citizens and will be 
remembered fondly. 
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Brock Weir

Mavrinac residents do know 
what they want: neighbour

Sport Hall of Fame grateful 
for Hoedown support

Responding to the article, “But what 
kind of  park do residents want?” of  
The Auroran, March 10, and also as one 
of  the residents who spoke in support 
of  parkland for the Mavrinac land to 
Council earlier this month, I do want to 
stress that the residents here at 2B East 
(of  Bayview) are in fact very united 
in what that we want to see:  green-
space, parkland and new trees/garden 
plantings, regardless of  individual 
opinion on the design details.

Catherine Collister spoke eloquently 
about the importance of  children (of  all 
ages) having spaces to play, of  “playing 
hide and seek and red rover” – so did I in 
my talk to Council.  I supported this even 
as I spoke before her not knowing what 
she was going to say, I indicated that it 
would be nice to have more than a garbage 
can or a hydro box to hide behind – trees, 
bushes, rocks in a parkland setting would 
be a great place to play these games.

Kickball, stickball and jump rope, 
imaginary fort play – all again would 
be great in a grassy, treed and park-like 
setting. 

We look forward to seeing what Al 
Downey and his team presents in May.

In the meantime, please rest assured 
that the residents here do have a strong 
consensus as to what the neighbourhood 
wants and believe we need.

This is contrary to Mayor Dawe’s 
unhelpful comment that we “are already 
arguing as to what they want over there.”

The fact is, we do indeed know what we 
want, and we are in complete agreement, 
regardless of  the semantics that may 
have been used. I think that we all are in 
agreement that we should focus on what 
unites us rather than what divides us. We 
are all residents of  Aurora, at the end of  
the day.

It is important to stress that it will be 
nice to see something much sooner than 
the 17 years it took previous Council to 
do anything in other areas of  Aurora 
(i.e. youth centre, Library Square, etc. 
that were referred to in your article), 
and as residents of  2B, as well as most 
of  the supporting Councillors had also 
indicated quite strongly in recent Council 
meetings, we all want to do whatever is 
needed to help move this along a lot more 
quickly so that our elderly and children 
of  THIS generation can walk to the park 
on Mavrinac and have somewhere to 
play!

With my experience sitting on the 
design committee for the Canada Blooms 
Festival over the past several years, 
and my own garden landscape (with its 
unique rain garden) having been selected 
to show in this year’s Aurora Garden 
Tour on July 10,  I and many others 
living in 2B East, would give our time to 
volunteer as a resident representative 
on any Park Design Committee that Mr. 
Downey might establish.  

Michele Boyer
Aurora

I am sure others felt some or 
all of  the emotions that I felt last 
Friday afternoon after I received 
notice from the Magna Hoedown 
Committee that our organization 
was selected to receive funding in 
2016:  shock, joy, elation, relief, fear 
but mostly gratitude.  I felt like a 
kid at Christmas!

I am sure that the other 
organizations (15 in total) who got 
this good news, have or plan to give 
thanks for this annual “gift” and 
that got me thinking about just 
how many organizations have been 
supported by the Hoedown and, 
thusly, the Stronach Family.

Clearly, our community has been 
dramatically changed because of  
the family’s and the organization’s 
benevolence that started back in 
1987.

I bet if  we have the chance to be 
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2016 Spring Trip to Florida

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, Mpp
Newmarket-Aurora

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

I had a lot of  feedback about my column 
last week on term limits. 

The gist of  the comments were that 
folks agreed with the premise of  limiting 
the number of  terms a person can hold a 
particular elected office.

The subtext to the comments regarding 
the belief  in the need for term limits is 
precisely what I had iterated in the piece – 
folks are fed up with people being elected 
to do a job that they end up demonstrating 
little or no interest in doing.

They are more interested in playing 
the part, not doing their part. I get the 
frustration.

A title isn’t a crown. A chain of  office 
isn’t a piece of  jewelry.

They are symbols of  responsibility 
and commitment to the residents of  
the municipality or province you have 
pledged to serve. 

So, residents get justifiably annoyed 
when elected officials -  regardless of  
office – appear to sit back and do nothing 
for the three or four years they are elected 
to serve.

That being said, however, term limits 
may not be the answer.

Term limits bring with them their 
own constraints on how effective an MPP, 
mayor, or what have you, may be. Chief  
among them is the constraint of  relevance 
and legitimacy.

I will use Barack Obama to illustrate 
the point.

Since he began his second term of  
office, the race to replace him began in 
earnest, as did calling into question what – 
if  any – decisions he could “legitimately” 
make given that he would not be around 
for another term.  Refrains of, “this is a 
decision for the next president” are heard 
repeatedly on any contentious decision.

Look at the Supreme Court 
appointment debacle.

Justice Scalia died in January – a 
full 11 months before the election and 13 
months before the new president takes 
office.  A quarter of  the term. And yet, the 
Republicans are arguing that the current 
president is essentially lame duck, that 
he should not have the right to affect the 
course of  the Supreme Court “so late in 
his term.”

Of  course, they don’t mention any 
limits to their own terms of  office 
and concomitant implications to the 
legitimacy of  their own decision making.  
But, I digress.

And this isn’t a shot at the Republicans 
(I am a closet Kasich fan), but the 
arguments against Obama’s appointment 
of  the Justice are a sobering reminder of  
why term limits are hugely problematic 
to effective governance.

If  term limits render fully one quarter 
of  a term as “lame duck,w” then one 
has to question its efficacy as a check 
on the negative impacts of  entrenched 
leadership.

Even without term limits, we have 
“lame duck” governments here in Canada. 
From the House of  Commons, to the 
Legislature, to Municipal councils, our 
elected bodies essentially close up shop 
for the few months before an election. Do 
we want to extend that period from a few 
weeks to over a year? Can we afford to?

Personally, I am not sure that term 
limits will do the job that we want them 
to.

If  someone gets elected and does 
nothing but cut ribbons for four years, 
I doubt limiting his or her chances to 
two terms will have any effect on that 
behaviour. The behaviour that has to 
change is ours.  If  you want effective 
leadership, you have to be an effective 
voter. It’s that simple.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town. 

Before this column returns next time 
to the local themes of  people, politics 
and public affairs, below are some 
unconnected, stream-of-conscious and 
(most likely) incoherent musings and 
observations regarding our annual 
family trip to Florida. 

The reflections from our just finished 
family vacation to Disney World can be 
broken down into two areas: t-shirts 
and my rather well known (and soundly 
ridiculed) prognosticating ability.

One of  my favourite pastimes when 
I am in Florida is to read the t-shirts 
of  people at the various Disney World 
theme parks. 

T-shirts – like bumper stickers 
- say a lot about people. They are a 
way for individuals to express their 
individuality and to make a particular 
statement. 

Witness a couple of  the slogans that I 
saw on previous trips:

“You can either be: a) Gun Victim, or 
b) Gun Owner – You Decide”. This kind 
of  caught my attention. The gentleman 
wearing this shirt was a slightly built, 
unassuming guy pushing a middle 
aged woman in a wheelchair. Made me 
wonder what his story was.

I saw a sixty-five year old man 
wearing a “Give Tiger a break, Obama 
is screwing the whole country” shirt. 
Although he was supposed to be in the 
self-proclaimed “Happiest Place on 
Earth,” he did not look at all happy and 
I did not see a wife or any children with 
him.

One of  my favourite shirts, and I saw 
two different people wearing them, said 
“I reserve the right to arm bears.”

These shirts had a picture on the 
front of  a huge grizzly bear holding a 
shotgun.

I was not disappointed this year in my 

continuing quest to find interesting 
t-shirts.

I saw a thirty-something year old man 
wearing a t-shirt that said – “I’m busy - 
your ugly - have a nice day,” although he 
himself  was not particularly handsome.

Another man was wearing a great 
shirt; it had a picture of  a bride and 
groom on the front and above it was the 
words “GAME OVER.” 

This was priceless.
I wanted my own t-shirt. But in 

addition to the picture of  the bride 
and groom I would include a small boy 
and the t-shirt would say “GAME NOW 
REALLY OVER.”

An early-twenties lady was wearing 
a t-shirt that read - “I jump out of  
perfectly good airplanes.”

A rather intriguing shirt was worn 
by a two-year-old.

The shirt had a Nike logo on the front 
with the words “Game Changer.”

I guess Mom and Dad expect this 
little gaffer to be quite the athlete. Good 
to build the expectations up early.

My trip would not be complete 
without seeing a few political t-shirts.

I did see a couple of  “Clinton for 
President” and “Cruz for President” 
shirts, and I also spotted a few “Trump 
– Make America Great Again” t-shirts 
as well as one lady wearing a “Trump - 

Make America Hate Again” t- shirt.
Although I did not see the following 

t-shirt on this particular trip, a number 
of  years ago down in Florida I spotted 
a guy with my all time favourite t-shirt 
“Nixon and Agnew – Rested, Relaxed 
and Ready to Roll in 92”.

Usually on these trips ‘ole Somerville 
wears a golf  shirt every day, topped off  
with my Toronto Maple Leafs baseball 
cap. 

The Leafs cap has elicited a few 
different responses over the years.

Last March a guy wearing an 
authentic Sidney Crosby Pittsburgh 
Penguins shirt shot me a rather 
disdainful look while in line at the 
EPCOT theme park.

During that same trip while I was 
sitting on the curb trying to have a 
quick nap near the Splash Mountain 
ride in the Magic Kingdom theme park 
a guy walks by and says “Go Leafs Go” 
and shoots me a big smile!

The last component to our trip was 
the NCAA men’s basketball tournament 
– also commonly referred to as “March 
Madness”.

Everyone down in Florida was 
talking about the sixty-eight team field 
and the preparation of  their office pool 
brackets.

I am also a big college hoops fan and 
I was able to catch a number of  opening 
round games on television while in 
Orlando.

With the first two rounds of  the 
tournament completed, I predict that 
the Indiana Hoosiers will beat the 
North Carolina Tar Heels this evening 
and then proceed through the rest of  the 
tournament to win the Championship 
Game a week from now.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Free tuition for middle-income families
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Ontario is moving forward with the 
single largest modernization of  the 
Ontario Student Assistance Program 
(OSAP) ever.

We know that too many students 
from low- and middle-income families 
feel the cost of  tuition is too high 
– and, for that reason, don’t even 
consider college or university.

The changes to OSAP will make 
average tuition free for more than 
150,000 eligible low- and middle-
income students. We believe that all 
students, regardless of  background 
or circumstance, should be able to 
afford to go to college or university in 
Ontario.

That’s why we are combining 
existing assistance programs into 
a single, upfront grant that is more 
generous and more straightforward. 
This new program is based on 
feedback we have been hearing from 
students and parents for years. We 
listened and we acted.

The word “transformative” is 
used frequently these days, but this 
program truly is. Breaking down 
barriers to education and helping 
ensure all Ontarians can access post-
secondary education is a key part 
of  our plan to support good jobs and 
economic growth – and it’s also the 
right thing to do.

Here’s the plan: by September 2017 
more than 50 per cent of  students 
from families with incomes of  $83,000 
or less will have non-repayable grants 
in excess of  average tuition.

Students from families with 
incomes of  less than $50,000 will 
have no provincial student debt. The 
Ontario Student Grant will also be 
eligible to a wider variety of  full-time 
students, including mature students, 
married students and students who 
have been out of  school for more than 
four years.

Big numbers, big impact: 170,000 
students will have non-repayable aid 
that exceeds what they would have 
received previously under current 
OSAP; 300,000 students will have 
either the same or more non-repayable 
aid than they would have received 
previously under current OSAP; 
approximately 250,000 students will 
have less debt than they would under 
current OSAP.

By September 2018, the province 
will increase access to interest-free 
and low-cost loans for middle- and 
upper-income families by reducing 
their expected parental contributions. 
Reducing the threshold for expected 
parental contributions will provide 

increased financial support to middle- 
and upper-income families.

Unfortunately, there have been a 
few newspaper articles reporting the 
government is misleading families by 
claiming tuition will be “free.” There 
have been references to the fact that 
a student must pay $3,000 in order to 
qualify for free tuition.

These articles are simply wrong. 
The $3,000 is the overall annual cost 
that OSAP assumes is being covered 
by the student for costs such as living 
expenses and textbooks.

This does not mean that the student 
has to produce $3,000 as a contribution 
to apply for the Ontario Student 
Grant. If  a student doesn’t have it, 
their eligibility for free tuition does 
not change. 

Our changes mean free tuition for 
these students. In addition, more than 
half  of  the students from families 
with incomes of  $83,000 or less will 
have non-repayable grants in excess 
of  average tuition.  And more good 
news - OSAP will be indexed to 
inflation.

A word about “average tuition”: 
Students enrolled full-time at 
publicly-assisted Ontario colleges and 
universities in high-cost programs, 
(like engineering), will qualify for 
the Ontario Student Grant – while the 
grant alone might not fully cover all 
tuition costs, most of  these students, 
especially lower-income students, 
will still be getting more grant than 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Is Marco Muzzo’s 
10-year sentence fair?

Yes   No   Unsure

Which U.S. candidate would be best for Canada-U.S. relations?
A) Hillary Clinton  B) Ted Cruz 

C) John Kasich  D) Bernie Sanders E) Donald Trump

The Aurora Museum & 
Archives celebrates…

Poetry & Creative Mind Day
(April 1)

Poem, left: “66 Tyler Street”, written by Rosemary Wells 
about her childhood memories. She and her family 
lived at that address from 1947-1960. Poem, right: 
“When Daddy Steps Off the Car”, written by Jean  

McLean Forsyth, and is dated February 10, 1910. The 
“car” is about the radial railway that went through  
Aurora. Box with paint kit: A gift to Joseph Clarke,  

part of the Clarke family who lived in Aurora in the 
1920s and 30s. Note inside is dated to May 15, 1935 
and is addressed to “Joe” and signed  “Auntie Bolton.”
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Is your portfolio on the right track?

as well as other important groups of  
infrastructure such as recreational 
facilities.

“Again, the details are where we 
really find out is what benefits might 
flow to Aurora specifically, and where 
the projects larger than Aurora, such as 
public transit, may have an improvement 
for the quality of  life for our residents.”

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
MP Leona Alleslev offered similarly 
optimistic words about the financial 
blueprint, noting she was “inspired” 
by the budget which finds the “delicate 
balance between tinkering and actually 
making some fundamental foundational 
challenges.”

“It is a challenge, but it is pretty 
exciting and definitely something that 
we need at this point,” she said. “If  we 
were looking at some of  the immediate 
things, that is around lowering taxes, 
which has already happened, and the 
Canada Child Benefit which is going to 
be coming and should be effective by July, 
and will make a significant difference to 
probably three million families and will 
lift 300,000 children out of  poverty.”

Among the medium-term goals, Ms. 
Alleslev points to these infrastructure 
investments which she says will create 
jobs immediately and lay the foundation 
for companies to “either grow, expand, or 
choose our country as a place to invest.”

That, however, is not enough, 
according to Javed Khan, Chair of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, and Ms. 
Alleslev, along with Newmarket-Aurora 
MP Kyle Peterson, might find themselves 
in the hot seat on Friday morning when 
they take questions from the Chamber 
starting at 7.30 a.m. 

“We would be the biggest losers,” said 
Mr. Khan. “There is no piece at all that 
talks to small businesses. We represent 
the business community in Aurora and, 
quite frankly, there was nothing there. 

Infrastructure investment will provide boost to businesses: MP

SPONSORS

AU RORA
CHAMBER
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Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
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If  we were representing the families 
in the community and infrastructure 
organizations, we would say the opposite 
– it was a massive win.”

A particular bone of  contention, he 
said, was a less than anticipated drop in 
the small business tax rate, which falls 
to 10.5 per cent instead of  nine per cent 
from the current 11 per cent, with any 
future reductions to be deferred until 
later.

“I am literally scratching my head 
asking why small businesses would be 
celebrating this budget,” he said. “I am 
interested in hearing from the two MPs 
what their take is and what they’re going 
to do to support the business community 
in Aurora. I would have suspected the 
Federal Government would have moved 
to fulfil a campaign promise that would 
reduce a small business tax rate they set. 
They said they would do that and now it 
looks like it is not going to happen until 
later.”

Bright spots can be found in the 
Budget’s promise to market Canada as a 
top tourism destination, he adds, which 
would bring benefits to the business 
community as well as bolstering labour 
market information to bridge skills 
gaps. 

“I am hoping the Aurora Chamber, 
along with the Ontario Chamber, 
encourages the Federal government 
to leverage any existing programs so 
we can enhance our labour market 
integration of  New Canadians and I 
will be encouraging Kyle and Leona to 
go back and ensure employers within 

our community are aware of  the 
opportunities provided by some level of  
entry system,” he said. 

“At the end of  the day, those things are 
positive but when it comes to the general 
small business community that would 
have impacted folks in Aurora’s business 
community…There’s just not really 
anything there. It is disappointing.”

Ms. Alleslev, however, argues that 
investments in infrastructure as 
outlined in the Budget will have a 
positive impact on local businesses. 
What is good for the riding is good for 
Canada and vice versa, she says. 

“Once you see those investments 
in infrastructure, once you see more 
money in middle class pockets, both 
in terms of  the lower tax rate and the 
Canada Child Benefit, they will have 
more money to spend and that will help 
small businesses because that is where 
they are going to be spending their 
money,” she said. “That will give a much 
needed boost to small businesses in that 
respect. 

“There is going to be a major impact 
both by having more money in the hands 
of  people and all these investments 
in infrastructure and other things, 
including students not paying back their 
student loans until they are earning 
$25,000 a year. They then have a little bit 
more to spend on local small businesses 
as well. It is not a one to one correlation 
all the time. Sometimes it is a ripple 
effect and I think small businesses are 
going to significantly benefit from the 
investments we are making.”

pRACTICE MAKES pERFECT – Sandra Watson of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce braces 
for action as Robin Taylor-Smith wields a can of Pam, whipping up pancakes on behalf of the Optimist 
Club of Aurora at Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt. With the holiday festivities out of the way, they’re once again 
turning their attention to the Chamber’s annual Home Show which is just over a week away. (See below)

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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For many students, the start of  high 
school marks an exciting first step on 
the path to their future. At Pickering 
College, the Senior School program 
(Grades 9 to 12) prepares students for 
university while also encouraging 
them to make a difference in the world 
as ethical, compassionate and val-
ues-based decision-makers. 

Using the latest technology,  
including tablet PCs and web-based 
learning tools, the academic curric-
ulum focuses on excellence and inno-
vation while ensuring students have  
a solid understanding of  core subjects. 

Students also have countless op-
portunities to participate in activi-
ties including developing leadership 
skills, community service, the arts and 
sports.

“Pickering is such a welcoming 
place and you get that sense the mo-
ment you walk through our doors,” 
says Jessie-May Rowntree, Director of  
Admission and Marketing. “I would 
encourage anyone who is considering 
an independent school education for 
their children to come to our Open 
House on April 9. You’ll be able to meet 
our faculty, current parents and stu-
dents, as well as learn more about our 
specialized programs.”

Advisor program fosters  
mentorship and connection

With a focus on individualized at-
tention, each Senior School student is 
assigned a faculty advisor, creating a 
four-year mentoring relationship that 
inspires students throughout their 
high school career and beyond. The 
school’s Advisor Program began near-
ly a century ago and was created to in-
crease the sense of  personalized edu-
cation and community that still exists 
at Pickering today. Advisors connect 
with their advisees personally, main-
tain a close relationship with parents 
and create that home-away-from-home 
feeling that is such an important sup-
port to the school’s many internation-
al students.

Trailblazing Global Leadership Program

The Global Leadership Program 
teaches students to deeply consider 
the global context and to develop the 
skills necessary to effectively partici-
pate in this context. 

The Capstone Years are rigorous to 
prepare senior students for university 
and beyond. Students work through 10 
Demonstrations of  Global Leadership 
as they gather evidence in a digital 
portfolio. Their Capstone Project re-
quires students to independently re-
search an issue of  global significance 
and to develop an innovative solution 
to this issue.

In addition, students benefit from a 
global perspective that is right in their 
classroom, as the school proudly wel-
comes boarding students in Grades 7 to 
12 from more than 25 countries. 

Co-Curricular Program  
extends learning outside the classroom

Students in Grades 7 to 12 are re-
quired to participate in at least one 
competitive team, school club or recre-
ational sports team per term.

And, with a wide range of  sports and 
activities to choose from, there’s some-

thing for everyone. In addition to the 
very popular options of  soccer, volley-
ball and basketball, Pickering has some 
unique offerings including equestrian, 
mountain biking, alpine skiing and 
snowboarding.

 
Pickering College has its own  
CRTC-licensed radio station

Pickering College is the only Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 school in 
Canada to have a CRTC-licensed, stu-
dent-operated radio station that serves 
Pickering College and the wider com-
munity. Broadcasting from New House 
on the Pickering College campus, 102.7 
CHOP FM provides a range of  commu-
nity-based programming including a 
live morning show, sports updates and 
feature programs – all produced by 
Pickering students.

 
Pickering supports elite-level athletes  

with unique program 

Pickering College offers a supportive 
environment for students with elite-lev-
el athletic pursuits outside of  school. 
The High Performance Student Athlete 
(HPSA) Program is designed to offer 
greater academic flexibility for stu-
dents who spend a significant amount 
of  their time devoted to an elite-level 
individual or team sport. The mission 
of  the program is to assist exceptional 
student athletes in achieving their aca-
demic potential while striving for ath-
letic excellence. 

“I am very thankful for the support 
I received from Pickering,” says Mat-
thew Yustin, a Pickering College alum-
nus who graduated last June and who 
went on to attend Core Golf  Academy 
in Orlando. Yustin says the HPSA pro-
gram was a very good experience as it 
gave him the opportunity to focus on 
his golf  game while still carrying a full 
course load. 

Diverse, co-educational  
learning environment

Pickering College is committed to 

offering students the best possible ed-
ucation. That’s why the school chooses 
to offer co-education as students learn, 
grow and become global citizens. 

Diversity is the essence of  real-life 
education and is at the heart of  char-
acter development. At Pickering, boys 
and girls learn together in a respectful, 
co-educational setting. In their futures, 
students will find themselves employed 
in situations where they will be exposed 
to a variety of  differing viewpoints and 
where they will need cultivated and 
informed skills in order to contribute 
meaningfully. 

By offering them a co-educational 
learning environment, Pickering Col-
lege’s students not only will have the 
solid academic performance, they will 
be able to interact with anyone and 
learn about real equality—gender, ra-
cial, linguistic and cultural—as boys 
and girls learn to relate to one another 
and work together.

With a focus on individualized learn-
ing, Pickering students learn to confi-
dently express themselves around the 
opposite sex, preparing them not only 
for post-secondary education and the 
workplace, but for life. 

 
About Pickering College

Pickering College is an independent 
day and boarding school, since 
1842, for boys and girls from Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. It is located 
at 16945 Bayview Avenue in Newmarket.

Limited space is still available for 
September 2016. Now accepting applica-
tions for September 2017.

Get a head start on your future 

Launch your high school years at Pickering College

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 9 

2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Aurora Heights P.S. set to get safer walk to school
By Brock Weir

Students and parents trekking 
on foot to Aurora Heights Public 
School will soon find the morning 
commute little bit safer after Council 
performed a u-turn on traffic control 
measures in the area.

Councillors are set to ratify an 
about-face to install a three-way stop 
sign at the intersection of  Tecumseh 
Drive and the north leg of  Kitimat 
Crescent, a measure that has been 
long-called for by the school’s parent 
council. 

Council also called for the 
installation of  a further sidewalk 
in the area be made a priority when 
drafting the 2017 Budget.

Aurora Council put the plan on 
the backburner this past winter 
following a delegation from area 
resident James Hoyes who called 
for further community consultation 
on the measures, but Aurora 
Heights parent Eden Cantkier gave 
lawmakers cause for a second look.

“We are very concerned for our 
children’s safety,” said Ms. Cantkier. 
“The traffic hazards out front of  our 
school place our children at high risk 
for serious injury every day. There 
is no stop sign, no crossing guard 
to ensure our children can cross 
the street safely. Careless driving 
is observed in abundance. Cars are 
speeding down the street and people 
are making illegal u—turns without 
looking or slowing down to consider 
who else is walking or driving 
around them. 

“Aurora Heights has been 
identified as having one of  the worst 
traffic conditions in the Region. 
Traffic studies have been completed. 
However, the issue has been 
brought to Town Council and other 
Town officials, studies have been 
completed, but the issue remains 
unresolved.”

The threat to the safety of  area 
kids is an “ever-present” concern, 
she added, citing a fatal accident 
outside of  the school several years 

ago which prompted the school to 
move its pickup and drop off  areas 
to the rear of  the school. However, 
following the closure of  Wells Street 
Public School, the Aurora Heights 
community swelled and the pick-
up and drop-off  area had to be 
configured back. 

“The school has done their best by 
providing staff  to support the pick-
up and drop-off  activity, however 
this does not change the safety of  
the traffic conditions or put any 
safety measures in place to support 
our children,” said Ms. Cantkier. 
“There needs to be appropriate 
safety measures to control traffic 
in a school zone and we wish to 
obtain approvals for a stop sign to be 
installed and for a crossing guard to 
be assigned.

“We can put measures in place to 
support our children who have to do 
that every day. [Crossing the street] 
is not an option. They’re not playing; 
they are going to school and there 
should be the necessary action in 
order to make sure that is the case.”

In the end, Ms. Cantkier got more 
than she asked for as Council went 
a step further to earmark the new 
sidewalk as a priority.

Speaking to her delegation, 
Councillor Paul Pirri said he was in 
favour of  the measures the last time 
this was brought before Council and 
remained so.

Councillor John Abel added: “We 
all want our children to be safe and 
we encourage walking to school.”

“It makes no sense to me to have 
the safety guards [in place] and put 
their children on the road. We have 
a master plan for sidewalks and I am 
certain we prioritize school areas.”

Should the sidewalk be approved 
during this fall’s budget process, it 
could be in place as early as the spring 
of  2017, noted Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure.

While the plan still needs to be 
formally approved by Council this 
week, some expressed a degree of  
frustration in the process to get to 

an approval stage, although others 
were quick to voice their support the 
first time around.

“In [Mr. Hoyes’] defence, I don’t 
think he has a total issue with a stop 
sign necessarily, but the main issue is 
having local residents involved in the 

communication and participation of  
what happens at that intersection,” 
said Councillor Harold Kim. “[That 
is] critical to the success because a 
lot of  times neighbours are the eyes 
and ears and they contribute to a 
safe environment.”
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THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE
May 6  8 pm concert May 14  10am - 4pm event

at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 905 713-1818

Generously sponsored byGenerously sponsored by
Bonnie & Norbert Kraft

Generously sponsored by

Music & Events
De Temps Antan
Time-honoured 
‘trad’ music from 
Québec, with a 
contemporary dose 
of joie de vivre!

2nd Annual 
Spring Artisan 
Pop-up Market

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets - CD’s available

April 15  8 pm concert

Great Artist Music 
Series presents 
The Brasil 
Guitar Duo 
Acoustic Artistry

$28 Senior/Student | $34 Adult $28 Advance | $32 Day of Concert | Cash Bar Free admission!

Meet gallery artists and artisans, 
and purchase from their one-day 
expanded collections. Jewelry, 
glass, fi ne art and more.

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Private rooms available 

for communions, 

confi rmations, baptisms 

and wedding showers.

Friday, April 1 ~ 
DJ Tommy Thompson

Saturday, April 2 ~ Billik 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Scotch Tasting
W E D N E S D AY,  A P R I L  2 0 T H 

8 Premium Scotches paired with an 8 course tasting menu. 

Starts at 7pm.  $150 per person.

Space limited, call early to reserve your spot.

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($35 & up) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Pedicure & Manicure
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– Brows Tinting ($20)

– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

www.jennynailsspa.ca

Email
& 

Text 
Booking 
Available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Celebrating12 Years in Aurora

We have 
360 regular 

and 
200  CND Shellac/
GELISH, iBD and 

OPI Gel 
Colours 

Available

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

WE USE 
DISPOSBALE

LINER 
FOR THE 

PEDICURE

(Next to TD Bank + Across From Damir Virancic Law Firm)

Reluctant artist draws eyes to animals we might take for 
granted in Return of Spring

By Brock Weir

Artist Meredith Blunt knows 
instinctively when each painting, 
drawing and piece of  art she creates is 
done, but she stops just shy of  that one 
final flourish.

Whether she is working digitally, or 
through layer upon layer of  acrylic paint, 
the brushstrokes are always completed, 
but the final step is up to you.

“I don’t frame my art, I don’t think it is 
my place,” says Ms. Blunt, a resident of  
Aurora. “The home they go into needs to 
frame them.”

Perhaps that’s why her exhibition, 
Return of  Spring, now hangs frameless 
at the Aurora Public Library’s Colleen 
Abbott Gallery. In a building that 
has become a hub to so much of  the 
community, just whose place would it be 
to make that all important final decision. 

Best to leave it open to interpretation. 
Return of  Spring is a collection of  

larger-than-life paintings that vividly 
depict migratory birds very familiar to 
Aurora residents.

“I feel really motivated about this 
theme of  migration,” says Ms. Blunt. “I 
was motivated to put something together 
that is cohesive with a strong statement 
of  spring coming back and new stuff  
happening. In fact, migration is one thing 
that has been consistent in my own life.”

Ms. Blunt has spent her life on the 
move. She has lived all over Canada, as 
well as the United Kingdom and spent 
her longest time at university in Halifax 
where she met and married her husband, 
and gave birth to two children before the 
family ultimately planted roots in Aurora 
three years ago. 

A life-long artist, the admittedly shy 
Ms. Blunt says she always found she was 
better able to express herself  through art 
where words failed.

“I can’t rely on speaking and I write too 
much when I write,” she says. “It gets too 
muddled and it doesn’t come out right, 
but through my paintings I seem to be 
able to make them say exactly what I want 
them to do. What I like about painting 
is I’m not the one who has to talk, but I 
love hearing people’s interpretations of  
what I painted. I know what I mean in my 
paintings, and if  someone identifies that, 

or connects with that in their own way, it 
is really exciting.”

Return of  Spring is the third splash the 
reluctant Ms. Blunt has made in the local 
arts scene over the past year, first getting 
her feet wet as an exhibiting artist at Art 
at the Manor, the annual exhibition held 
at Hillary House National Historic Site, 
as well as opening up her home studio for 
the Aurora Artists Studio Tour.

At the time, she said she didn’t know 
what to expect putting herself  out there, 
and this time around she attributes 
the exhibition to “local pushy people in 
the best possible way”, but the winds 
of  migration were at her back as well, 
helping the local pushy people get her to 
the gallery.

But is it getting easier with each public 
showing?

“Yes, and no,” she says with a laugh. 
“I have to remind myself  not to blather 
on and to lower my shoulders out of  my 
ears, not be so nervous and to have some 
confidence I do know what I am talking 
about, I know what I am doing and that is 
okay. These are tiny baby steps in being 
okay with doing this. 

“When I hung these paintings with my 
dad, we took a step back and I had this 
whole sensation of, ‘Whoa, I did this!’ It 
hit me really strong. It was surreal.’”

Also “surreal” was Ms. Blunt being 
stopped during her interview with The 
Auroran by a member of  the public to 
tell the artist just how beautiful her 
paintings are.

“I hope people identify and create 
personal stories with the birds,” she says. 
“I really hope they pick favourites out 
of  the five, identify with the species, the 
colours, or the composition, and find some 
familiar ground. I want them to take away 
that we really have these beautiful animals 
to look at every day and we shouldn’t take 
them for granted. 

“[My family is going through] a hard 
go right now, but I have maintained focus 
and painted five of  the strongest paintings 
I have ever done. I am super proud of  that. 
That, in itself, is a massive goal to hit, I 
think.”

Return of  Spring runs through Sunday. 

Artist Meredith Blunt with her painting of a  
hummingbird.                Auroran photo by Brock Weir   
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Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors
Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors

Aurora Law ChambersAurora Law Chambers
Sorley & Still, still serving you after 25 years in business. 

We are AuroraFamilyLaw.com 
Conveniently located on Yonge Street in the 

AurorA LAw ChAmbers buiLding 
at 15064 Yonge street Aurora

905-726-9956

TA’s “Lucy” – A Review

By Scott Johnston

Theatre Aurora’s latest play, “Lucy”, 
is about relationships, personal 
growth, questioning conformity, 
knowing who we are, and love, all 
set around the central autistic title 
character.  

As the story opens, Lucy’s devoted 
father, who has raised the now young 
teenager on his own since she was a 
child, is handing off  her care to his ex-
wife, Vivian. Anthropologist Vivian is a 
bit of  a loner, and is both overwhelmed 
at, and reluctant of, the prospect of  
taking on this new responsibility.

From there, the play, by Canadian 
playwright Damien Atkins, explores 
the impact each of  these two characters 
has on the other. Interactions with the 
other characters in the play, the father, 
Vivian’s research assistant, and a 
therapist, allow the audience to see 
what changes are taking place within 
and between the mother and daughter 
as the story progresses.

This is an extremely well-cast and 
acted play. Hayley Carr as Lucy and 
Elene Stamatatos as Vivian, command 
the stage.  

Ms. Stamatatos does a terrific job 

expressing the fears and frustrations 
of  an introvert becoming a reluctant 
first-time parent to an autistic teen. 
Her character’s evolution as a mother 
and champion of  her daughter is 
wonderful.

Although having the challenge of  
much fewer and simpler lines, Ms. 
Carr has a great presence on the stage 
and is able to clearly project a variety 
of  emotions, including anger, distress, 
confusion, frustration and love.

Supporting these central characters 
are Paul Payne as the father, Gavin, 
Hayley Ferguson as assistant Julia, 
and Alex Lucas as therapist Morris.  
All are strong performers, and clearly 
project the concern their characters 
have for both Lucy and Vivian.

The subject matter may not seem 
like typical theatre fare, but Director 
Brian Moore has put together an 
excellent and well-paced production of  
this well-written play.  It will leave you 
with something to think about.

Evening performances of  “Lucy” 
continue at Theatre Aurora, 150 
Henderson Drive, March 31, April 1, 
2, 7, 8 and 9, with a matinee April 3. 
Tickets are available through the box 
office at 905-727-3669.

On April 6, I’m inviting 
everyone over.
JENNIFER HOWE, At CHARtWEll sINCE 2007.
If you’re like Jennifer, you never miss an opportunity to get together with friends and have fun. That’s why you’re 
all invited to our 7th Anniversary Celebration. Join us and learn why our residents feel so at home at Chartwell.

Chartwell.Com

Conditions may apply.

200 John West Way, Aurora 
289-648-4099

7th 
Anniversary 
Celebration

April 6 
2 - 4 pm 
RSVP

Make us part of your story.

before. 
It’s also important to note that 

any student with unmet needs who 
is OSAP-eligible will continue to 
benefit from the Student Access 
Guarantee. Through the guarantee, 
colleges and universities ensure that 
students have enough financial aid 
to cover a student’s assessed needs 
for expenses directly related to his or 
her program, including books, tuition 
and mandatory fees, that are not fully 
met by OSAP. This program supports 
students in higher cost programs.

While we are eliminating the 
Education and Tuition Tax Credits, 
our government is putting those 
savings into the program so that 
students from middle-income 
backgrounds will continue to benefit 
from generous student assistance. In 

fact, the amount of  benefit through the 
30% off  tuition grant will continue to 
be in place for families with incomes 
up to $160,000. 

Having just finished putting my 
three children through post-secondary 
education, I fully appreciate the 
financial stress it can cause. I am 
proud to say this new program will 
ensure a brighter future, not just for 
low-income families, but students 
from middle-income families as well. 
If  you want more information, please 
contact my office.

I invite you to contact me on any 
issue. Please call my community office 
at 905-750-0019, or visit my website at 
www.ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email 
is: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

View From Queen’s Park

Theatre Aurora’s Lucy is praised for its emotional performances including Elene Stamatatos as Vivian,  
Hayley Carr as Lucy, and Paul Payne as Gavin.                 Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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TAKE 
FLIGHT 

It could be a pair of track shoes, a theatrical costume, or maybe even a robotics set. 
If your child has a passion for something, we will harness it and take it to a whole 
new level. We will essentially attach a big set of sub-woofers to it and allow it to be 
amplifi ed to the world. If they have yet to fi nd it, we will dig down deep and explore all 
the possibilities, and not stop until we unearth that one thing that opens their mind and 
their eyes as big as humanly possible. It’s an incredible place to discover big, dreamy 
answers to the question,

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in 
a co-ed, non-denominational environment 
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin St., King, ON  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

JOIN US AT 
AN OPEN HOUSE 

April 7
9 am – 11 am

CDS_KingWeeklySentinel_2015-09-25_FINAL.indd   2 9/21/15   5:52 PM

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
Take notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the lands described below and will be received until  
3:00 p.m. local time on Thursday, April 28, 2016 at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way. The tenders will be 
opened in public on Thursday, April 28, 2016 as soon as possible after 3:00 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall.

Description of Lands:

Roll No. 19 46 000 045 10800 0000; 12 Industrial Parkway S, Aurora; PIN 03645-0021(LT);  
Lot 1 Plan 535 Aurora; File No. 12-04

Minimum Tender Amount: $1,032,169.71

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit in the form of a money 
order, a bank draft or cheque certified by a bank or trust corporation payable to the municipality and representing 
at least 20 per cent of the tender amount.

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to or any other matters relating to 
the lands to be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with the potential purchasers.

This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made under that Act.  
The successful purchaser will be required to pay the amount tendered plus accumulated taxes, HST if applicable 
and the relevant land transfer tax.

The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful purchaser.

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed form of tender, please visit  
www.ontariotaxsales.ca or contact:

Paul Dillman, Manager of Revenues & Accounting, Deputy Treasurer 
The Corporation of the Town of Aurora 
100 John West Way, Box 1000 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1 
905-727-3123, ext. 4112

1 (844) 468-0501

NO LEAVES IN 
THESE EAVES!

LIMITED TIME 
     OFFER

Offer only available with Purchase of LeafGuard. Not available with other offers. Not valid with previous orders. Offer expires April 30, 2016

Spring Gutter Buy-Back Special!
We pay $4.00 per foot for your old ugly gutters.

CALL FOR FREE
IN-HOME

ESTIMATE

Protect your home with LeafGuard brand eavestroughs
- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

   $4.00???That‛s Nuts!!!

By Brock Weir

Drivers using the Aurora GO Station 
might find the evening commute home 
a little bit easier this fall following the 

reconstruction of  Industrial Parkway 
South and Wellington Street East. 

Council is set to bring forward the 
reconstruction project, which will 
include new water mains, improvements 

to storm and sanitary sewers, and, of  
particular interest to commuters, a right 
hand turn lane onto Wellington Street to 
reduce traffic gridlock, this week after 
approving a $113,000 boost to the project, 
which was originally approved last year.

Now totalling $2,287,316.96, excluding 
taxes, should Council formally ratify the 
plan this week, construction is to begin 
May 2 and will be slated to run through 
October.

While Councillors approved the plan 
at the Committee level last week, they 
questioned whether now was the right 
time to go through with the reconstruction 
considering the Province’s plan to 
overhaul the Aurora GO Station to allow 
for double-tracking in the not-too-distant 
future, as well whether the scope of  the 
plan should include the northern side of  
the intersection as well.

“There could be some impact on 
this road and the project as we see it 
[with the GO expansion, but after some 
discussions with [infrastructure staff] it 
would appear it still makes a lot of  sense 
to go ahead with this project, especially 
sidewalk alignment,” said Mayor Geoff  
Dawe. “With increased traffic at GO, I 
think that just makes sense, but [this is] 
just to be aware in the future that five or 
six years down the road, no doubt GO will 
be coming in and making some changes 
as they go along.”

Mayor Dawe cautioned Council to 
keep that issue in the backs of  their 
minds, but Councillors moved this issue 
to the forefront, with Councillor Michael 
Thompson asking whether there would 
be any safeguards to the work Aurora 
carries out now by the time the Province 
moves in with their plans.

“I have certainly heard of  their 
interest in a number of  different things 
around there, given the demands for 
parking, and so forth, around it,” said 
Councillor Thompson, asking Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  
Infrastructure, if  there was a way to 
mitigate any damages that might happen 
on the road. “The concern, of  course, is 
we spend all this money on a brand new 
road and two or three years [later] dump 
trucks are rolling back and forth and 
there might be some damages.”

Any future work, said Mr. Simanovskis, 
would require an access agreement with 
Metrolinx, the Provincial body which 

oversees GO Transit.
“GO has been a reasonable partner 

with coordination and with other issues 
and opportunities that have happened 
around this site, so I don’t see there being 
any challenges and I would hope that the 
relationship continues as they advance 
and do more construction on these 
properties,” said Mr. Simanovskis. “We 
will definitely keep those communication 
lines open and make sure we have their 
cooperation.”

With this out of  the way, focus then 
turned to the north leg of  Industrial 
Parkway.

Councillor Tom Mrakas, who proposed 
a study last year which would have looked 
at the widening of  the thoroughfare 
to serve as a Yonge Street bypass, the 
original purpose of  Industrial Parkway, 
questioned why this project wouldn’t 
look at the other side of  the intersection 
as well.

Mr. Simanovskis concurred this is 
something they need to look at, and there 
will be opportunities down the road 
once they receive a planning application 
for the northeast corner of  Wellington 
and Industrial Parkway. That corner, 
currently occupied by Aurora Wheel 
& Tire and Royal Woodworking, is 
expected to be subject of  a new plan from 
the property owners to transform the 
land into a multi-storey condominium 
complex. 

Waiting until those plans come 
forward will allow the Town to coordinate 
land acquisitions to transform the 
intersection.

“The biggest traffic issue is when GO 
lets out in the south parking lot and spills 
onto Industrial,” said Mr. Simanovskis. 
“A very large volume of  that traffic 
wants to turn right, so this focuses on a 
very large right turn lane to allow traffic 
that wants to go straight or left to have 
that additional access. Right now, all the 
right turn traffic is holding up through 
traffic so you have a longer lineup.

“That is where the pinch point is. 
However, we do recognize there is also 
some demand southbound. They are also 
expensive projects, so we’re trying to 
phase them so we’re not spending three 
or four million dollars on one location. 
We’re trying to look at where the demands 
are and build that infrastructure to meet 
those demands as the demands grow.”

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

  Briefly
MUZZO SENTENCED TO 10 yEARS

29-year-old Marco Muzzo was sentenced to 10 years in prison on Tuesday following the crash that Daniel Neville 
Lake, 9, Harrison, 5, both members of  the Aurora Beavers, their sister Milly, 2, and grandfather Gary Neville last 
September, which also left their grandmother and great-grandmother seriously injured. In Tuesday’s decision, 
Justice Fuerst said the loss of  life caused by any impaired driver is tragic, but the harm caused by Mr. Muzzo has 
been extraordinary. “Mr. Muzzo made victims of  four generations of  one family,” said the Judge. “He took the lives of  
three children under the age of  ten and that of  their grandfather, and left their grandmother and great-grandmother 
with lasting injuries. In one fell swoop, he decimated an entire generation of  the Neville-Lake family, its legacy 
and its future. Three members of  the most vulnerable segment of  our society sacrificed their lives to Mr. Muzzo’s 
decision to drink and drive. The impact on the parents of  the children is immense, and possibly beyond alleviation. 
They no longer see a purpose to their own lives. Those closest to them despair that there can be a way forward for 
what remains of  the family.  The effect of  Mr. Muzzo’s actions extends beyond the Neville Lake, Neville, and Frias 
families. Through its representatives, the community expressed not only its profound sorrow, but also its sense of  
vulnerability and fear that this disaster could befall other innocent families, as long as there are drinking drivers on 
the roads. The high degree of  Mr. Muzzo’s moral blameworthiness, combined with the enormous and far-reaching 
consequences of  his offences, sets this case apart from others. Notwithstanding the many positive aspects of  Mr. 
Muzzo’s background and character, and the fact that this is a first jail sentence for him, a lengthy penitentiary term 
is necessary.”

ClARIFICATION
Earlier this month The Auroran posted a photo from this month’s “final” Farmers Market of  the 2016 season.  

An additional Indoor Farmers’ Market will be offered at the Aurora Armoury on April 9 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Industrial and Wellington reconstruction set for May
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Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

THURSDAy, MARCH 31
The Aurora Historical Society’s Speaker Series 

presents Victoria Freeman with Distant Relations: How 
My Ancestor Colonized North America. Victoria Freeman 
is a Canadian of  British settler heritage and is the author 
of  the book of  the same name. She currently teaches in 
the Canadian Studies Program at Glendon College and 
in the History department at York University. Tickets for 
tonight’s talk, which runs from 7 – 9 p.m. at Hillary House 
National Historic Site (15372 Yonge Street) are $7 each, or 
$5 AHS member. For more information, visit aurorahs.com 
or call 905-727-8991.

FRIDAy, ApRIl 1
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, is 

pleased to announce John Sheard Presents the Great 
American Songbook. From Hoagy to Berlin to Gershwin 
– classics, all of  them. Special guests Reid Jamieson and 
Michael Louis Johnson. Cash bar. Concert at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 advance, or $30 day of  concert, plus HST. For 
information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-713-1818, or 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNDAy, ApRIl 3
Partagez le Français! This free French language 

conversation group welcomes adults from francophones 
to beginners looking to put their French language 
conversation skills into action. Francophones and stronger 
speakers are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style 
Deli and Bistro (14980 Yonge Street). 

MONDAy, ApRIl 4
The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold their 

Annual General Meeting this evening at Town Hall in 
the Holland Room beginning at 6.30 p.m. with a meet and 
greet. The formal meeting commences at 7 p.m. You must 
be a paid up member in order to vote at the meeting. 
Membership is $20 per year and funds go towards planting 
and maintaining the Arboretum. 

WEDNESDAy, ApRIl 6
The Money Talk$ series continues this evening at 7 

p.m. at the Aurora Public Library with: What it means to be 
a passive investor. This free, informal monthly discussion 
and education group shares unbiased knowledge in 
economics and financial planning. Presentation followed 
by group discussion. For more information, contact the 
Library’s Adult Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

WEDNESDAy, ApRIl 13
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal 
Canadian Legion. (105 Industrial Parkway North). This 
month’s speaker is Frannie Nie, and her topic will be 
Chinese Culture. For more information, call program chair 
Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New members are welcome: call 
Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 for more information.

THURSDAy, ApRIl 14
The Regional Municipality of  York Greener Home and 

Garden Seminars return to show you how to make the most 
of  your outdoor living space. Discover how your property 
will blossom using water conservation techniques – and 
how beautiful gardens can be achieved with minimal 
effort. Free screening of  the award-winning documentary 
“Just Eat It”, 7 – 9 p.m. at Silver City Newmarket.

FRIDAy, ApRIl 15
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, presents 

the Brasil Guitar Duo with a concert of  Acoustic Artistry. 
Tickets are $34 Adult, or $28 Senior/Student, plus HST. 
Concert at 8 p.m. For information, or to purchase tickets, 
call 905-713-1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAy, ApRIl 16
Aurora United Church Women are holding a book sale 

at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, today from 
10 a.m. to 2 .m. Choose from a wide selection of  second 
hand adult and children’s books at low prices. Stock up on 
your summer reading!

* * * * 
The York Symphony Orchestra presents the work 

of  Tchaikovsky and some of  his most magnificent 
works. Maestro Denis Mastromonaco has invited the 
celebrated Toronto pianist Jerry Chen to provide some 
of  the fireworks, by performing the Russian master’s 
popular First Piano Concerto with the orchestra. Chen 
started playing the piano at the age of  4 and has studied 
with Nadia Dimovsky, Tanaya Tkachenko and Yaroslav 
Pugach. Jerry has won numerous awards in his piano 
career including top prize at the Canadian National 
Music Competition in both 2012 and 2013, Grand Prize 
at Markham Music Festival, Grand Prize at Peel Music 
Competition, and First Prize at the Toronto Sinfonietta 
Concerto Competition. Concert begins tonight at 8 p.m. 
at Trinity Anglican Church. For tickets, call 416-410-0860.

905-503-5560 
themeadowsofaurora.com

Prices and speci� cations are subject to change without notice. E. & O.E. All renderings are artist’s concept.

•  A community of caring Christian seniors, all within a safe and secure living environment

•  Superbly located near Highway #404 on Leslie Street, close to retail, recreation, medical facilities, 
area churches, golf courses and the Aurora GO station

•  Tranquil York Region forest setting with pond and walking trails

• Quality construction throughout with state-of-the-art facilities 

• Carefully managed and structured through a non-pro� t corporation

•  Prices include one indoor parking space, a locker and six appliances

A place for NEW beginnings

BECOME PART OF THIS EXCITING NEW COMMUNITY.
Phase One Ready for Occupancy in June!
Visit us NOW for Prime Suite selection in Phase Two.
A Non-Pro� t Christian Residence. York Region Christian Seniors Home Inc.

NEW ADDRESS. NEW ADVENTURES. NEW POSSIBILITIES.

A Christian Seniors Lifestyle Community

1 Bedroom suites start from 

$299,000
from 739 sq.ft up to 1382 sq.ft

Model Suite
112 - 400 William Graham 
Drive, Aurora ON L4G 1L7

Hours: Saturdays 10am - 4pm

Hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
 Thursdays 10am - 4pm

Presentation Centre
15221 Yonge Street, 
Aurora ON L4G 1L8

A U R O R A
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Association is less than a month into 
their “Green for Green” campaign, 
which has street captains canvassing 
the neighbourhood to get involved and 
“step up financially” to help them along 
their way to a $200,000 goal for proper 
representation at the Board. 

“The Green for Green Fund has 
gotten off  to a great start,” says Susan 
Walmer of  the Highland Gate Ratepayers 
Association. “We are well underway to 
that goal.”

Ms. Walmer wouldn’t release the exact 
numbers, but she says they are confident 
they are on target.

Literature distributed on the campaign 
notes that if  the 345 households in the 
Highland Gate area contributed $600 
each, that would take them over the top 
to $207,000. 

The idea for Green for Green was 
born out of  the uncertainty surrounding 
the redevelopment application before 
Highland Gate Developments Inc. 

triggered the OMB appeal last year. 
Once the path was clear, Ms. 

Walmer says the Ratepayers voted 
“overwhelmingly” to take action and 
seek party status at the hearings. 

“Along with that came responsibilities 
and needing funds to be professionally 
supported at that hearing,” Ms. Walmer 
explains. “We grappled with [whether 
the Green for Green campaign should 
focus strictly on the Highland Gate area 
or the wider Aurora community] at our 
Board. Right now we are staying focused 
on our community, but we have had some 
members from outside our community 
reach out to us both financially and in 
support of  what is going on.

“From a Town-wide perspective, 
there are issues and some precedents 
that could be set with this development. 
Those precedents, once they are set, could 
impact the rest of  Aurora and how it 
develops in the future. Our next steps will 
be looking within our community first. 
We recognize the community is directly 

impacted, but we will be reaching out 
to the wider community. The next pre-
hearing is not until August, so we will 
get a better idea over the next couple of  
months, as the lawyers talk, as to what 
our costs might be, depending on whether 
it is done in mediation. [The developers] 
asked for a six week hearing and that is 
a significantly larger cost attached for 
everyone.”

Looking over last week’s pre-hearing, 
Ms. Walmer says she believes the Town 
was “very well represented,” but their 
external counsel was “firm” in how they 
wanted to see the hearing unfold. 

“We know this is an issue here in 
Aurora for this golf  course and for this 
golf  course infill, but we also think it is a 
wider-spread issue across all of  the GTA,” 
she concludes. “It is something that is 
impacting us now, but could impact a lot 
more people in the future.”

For more information on the campaign, 
email membership.hgrpa@gmail.com. 

Town well-represented at hearing: 
Ratepayers

COMING EVENTS
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SPORTS 

Come for the HORSES

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

SIGN UP NOW!

Ridgewood 
Farm

SPRING Horse Back Riding 

$165 for a 
Month of LessonsOnlyStay for the fun!

WATERSPORTS 

Address: 18205 Keele Street, King Township ON

Phone: 647-728-7935
 Website: www.spraylake.ca

WATERSPORTS WATERSPORTS 

$400
   /week July 4   - July 8

July 18 - July 22
Aug 15 - Aug 19
Aug 22 - Aug 26
Aug 29 - Sept 2

Week long 
sessions 
offered:

SUMMER
CAMP

Give your child a unique camp experience 

                           THIS SUMMER         

All ages 
welcome

                    Campers learn to wakeboard and enjoy other awesome 

                                activities including: 

      fi shing, paddleboarding, hiking and more! 
Qualifi ed and friendly staff; fl exible drop off and 

    pick up times; beautiful lake. 

Minor Midget AA Tigers clipped in 
York-Simcoe finals

By Jake Courtepatte

The Whitchurch-Stouffville Minor 
Midget AA Clippers made history in 
Aurora Sunday, becoming the first AA 
team in the franchise’s history to skate 
off  with a York-Simcoe championship.

A marathon series with the Aurora 
Tigers went the distance, with Game 
6 of  the first-to-six-points series going 
down at the Aurora Community Centre 
in front of  a packed house.

Unfortunately for the Tigers and 
their fans, Game 6 was over after 
the first fifteen minutes: a 6 – 1 loss 
including a pair of  late empty-netters.

The Clippers scored the game’s 
first two goals, off  the sticks of  Nolan 
MacInnis and Sam Atanackovich. 
Adam De Piero had the lone Tigers 
goal in the first period, tying the game 
at one before Stouffville exploded for 

five more in the final two frames.
Aurora played catch-up for most of  

the series, with the Clippers needing 
only a tie in Game 5 on Saturday to 
clinch the title. Stouffville took an 
early lead in their home barn on the 
powerplay, before Matthew Ferry tied 
it up late in the first off  a pass from 
Parker Boland.

Matthew Hollett notched two goals 
in the second period, the second 
proving to be the game winner as 
Stouffville added one in the final 
minute of  regulation for a 3 – 2 Tigers 
victory.

Sunday’s 6 – 1 blowout was the first 
to be decided by more than two goals 
in the series.

Whitchurch-Stouffville also sent 
the Tigers packing from the OMHA 
preliminary rounds in early February, 
in another six-game series.

Peter Chimienti gets roughed up by a Whitchurch-Stouffville player in Game 4 of the Minor Midget AA 
Tigers’ York-Simcoe final series with the Clippers.       Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Over 3,000 brave the ice for annual Easter Egg Hunt

(1 – 3) While egg hunters waited in a long line for their turn in the Aurora Community Arboretum, the doors of the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and Petch House were thrown open for chances to get up close and personal 
with a velveteen rabbit, crafts, and egg croquet on the bocce courts. (4) Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev had a few treats of her own for DJ and Everly. (5) Matteo meets the Easter Bunny. (6) Brianna 
and Janae get ready for their trek in the woods. (7) Leanne’s adventure in face painting may have found its way onto Facebook. (8) Strike a pose! (9) Family fun with Newmarket-Aurora MP Kyle Peterson, wife Andrea, 
sons Kolton and Kash, and his mother Pat. (10) Nestor, Sebastian and Amelie enjoy a pancake breakfast whipped up by the Optimist Club of Aurora. (11 and 12) Donny and Vanessa get ready for some fun and games 
inside the Seniors’ Centre. (13) Owen checks out his haul with mom Kelly. (14) Kathy makes friends with a new baby goat, while (15) Adam and Max meet a cousin of the Easter Bunny’s. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger and Brock Weir

1 2 3
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Did you know  
these are household  
hazardous waste?

When no longer needed, batteries  
become household hazardous waste.

Household hazardous waste does not belong in  
the garbage, in your blue box or down the drain.  
It should be brought to a depot location where  

it will be disposed of safely.
Space provided through a partnership between industry and  
Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

For more information on what household hazardous 
waste is and where to drop it off please visit  
york.ca/hhw or call 1-866-665-6752 

EUROSTYLE CONDOMINIUMS      $400’s from 
the mid

VISIT THE MODEL SUITE AND SALES OFFICE TODAY.  

HURRY IN FOR THE BEST SELECTION  
OF REMAINING SUITES 

This magnificent Richmond Hill condo is selling fast 
and construction is underway. Excitement has never been greater for the 

worry-free, maintenance-free, amenity-rich condo lifestyle of The Sorrento - 
with more time for family and a great community of new friends to meet.  

Courtyard  •  Swimming Pool  •  Party & Dining Room 
Caterer’s Kitchen  •  BBQ Area  •  Communal Garden 

Fitness Studio & Yoga Room  •  Bocce Court
All Steel & Concrete Building

PRESENTATION CENTRE
11300 YONGE STREET, RICHMOND HILL
289-637-1777  |  info@thesorrento.ca

Renderings are Artists concept. Prices & info subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

HOURS
Monday  -Thursday: 1PM-7PM
Saturday & Sunday: 12PM-5PM 
Friday by appointment only
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12’ Ground Floor Suites Available

Thousands turn out for icy 
Egg Hunt

By Brock Weir

Saturday’s annual Egg Hunt proved 
every icy Easter basket has a silver 
lining.

As the ice encasing Aurora melted 
following the storm earlier in the 
week, over 3,000 youngsters and family 
members descended on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and Town Hall for the 
annual tradition.

But, according to event organizer 
Shelley Ware, the team, which included 
the Easter Bunny, had to implement 
not Plan B, but Plan C, when it was 
clear the ice was going to pose some 
challenges.

“We are operating on Plan C right 
now, but are fortunate we only had to 
sacrifice one activity and it enabled 
us to use the space differently,” said 
Ms. Ware, surveying the crowd at the 
midday point. “Maybe next year we 
can increase [the space] now that we 

have used other areas we wouldn’t 
have normally.”

With lands immediately behind the 
Seniors’ Centre, typically the site of  
the eggstravaganza, an icy mess, the 
egg hunting action was moved north 
towards Town Hall and another leg of  
the Aurora Community Arboretum. 

Welcome mats and carpets from 
Town Hall and the Seniors’ Centre 
were drafted into action to line the 
pathway to give the kids something to 
walk on as they looked for eggs. 

There may not have been anything 
for Town Hall employees to wipe their 
feet on when they came to work on 
Monday, but it was all for a good cause.

“We’re fortunate it is working out 
and [I want to give] a huge kudos to the 
staff  I get to work with for their heart 
and passion,” said Ms. Ware. “That 
is what makes contingency plans so 
smooth – or not smooth. The staff  we 
have today are phenomenal.”

Great American Songbook stands 
test of time with Jamieson and 
Sheard

By Brock Weir

“Crickets.”
That’s the sound Reid Jamieson says 

he heard during a recent European gig 
where he asked the crowd how many 
people were fans of  Elvis Presley.

But, as it happens, the people in the 
crowd were Elvis fans and didn’t even 
realise it. That is the power of  timeless 
music and selections from the Great 
American Songbook.

Jamieson, an award-winning singer-
songwriter, will bring classics from the 
Great American Songbook back to life, 
joining John Sheared at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre for an evening of  
standards.

“John Sheard, amazingly talented 
guy that he is, I have been so lucky to 
play with him on the Vinyl Café tours 

and I guess he had a good time playing 
shows with me that when he heard we 
were planning an Ontario tour, he said, 
‘Hey, I have an idea for this show.’ As 
soon as I heard about it, I was like, ‘Yes, 
please!’”

While Mr. Jamieson describes his 
style as “indie soul”, he has always 
been drawn to the classics. Standards 
have had a significant influence on his 
work, recently wrapping the album The 
Presley Sessions, and Dear Leonard, 
a Leonard Cohen tribute album, 
which also incorporates original work 
inspired by the iconic Canadian singer.

“The amazing thing about songs 
from the past is there are certain songs 
I have heard my whole life and one day 
you just hear them [differently] and 
think that is a really beautiful melody, 

Continued on page 17
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD pUZZlE

I Got My  
Start At  
Villanova
Alex  
Pietrangelo 
Class of 2008

“Villanova was a  

great place to learn  

and grow, providing  

me with a strong  

foundation for  

my future.”

ONTARIO SCHOLAR

NHL - ST. LOUIS BLUES

OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST  
 - TEAM CANADA 2014

DROP IN FOR YOUR PERSONAL TOUR ON THE FIRST THURSDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH FROM OCTOBER–MAY, 10AM–12PM.

905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.ca  
www.villanovacollege.org • King City, Ontario

• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory

• Tuition Assistance
• Catholic Tradition of 

Academic Excellence

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

Lady Redbirds take to lacrosse’s biggest stage
By Jake Courtepatte

The Lady Redbirds may be used to 
playing their games outside on a field, 
but for just one night they settled for box 
lacrosse: at the Air Canada Centre, no less.

Almost thirty players and four coaches 
had the opportunity to take to the floor 
during halftime of  a game last week 

between the NLL’s Toronto Rock and 
Calgary Roughnecks, an opportunity to 
scrimmage usually reserved to showcase 
boy’s box lacrosse. But when Dawn Beal-
Nacevski, director of  the Lady Redbirds 
program, had her son play in one of  the 
scrimmages, she saw her chance.

“I met Kyle Davis from the Toronto 
Rock when my son played in one of  

those scrimmages and asked if  he’d ever 
thought about showcasing girls lax at a 
Toronto Rock game,” said Beal-Nacevski. 
“He thought it was a great idea - the 
wheels were set in motion.”

Beal-Nacevski said there was an 
“overwhelming response” when she 
asked her athletes, and though they were 
initially scheduled to scrimmage against 
the Oakville Lady Hawks, it “became 
apparent (they) needed their own 
evening.”

It also happened to be “Boots and 
Hearts” night at the game, featuring 
country artist Tebey, with the Redbirds 
arriving in style sporting cowgirl hats.

The summer season is just around the 
corner for the Redbirds, who are hosting 
a clinic at the Aurora Sports Dome on 
Easter Monday from 2.30 - 4.30. Official 
tryouts begin on April 3. More information 
can be found on the program’s website, 
www.redbirdslax.com, or by emailing 
dawnbealnacevski@gmail.com.

Minor PeeWee 
Tigers are twice 
gold in York-
Simcoe

By Jake Courtepatte

Two Minor PeeWee Aurora Tigers 
squads celebrated a York-Simcoe 
championship within the same hour 
at the Aurora Community Centre on 
Saturday.

The Minor PeeWee A’s cruised to a 
4 – 1 victory in the fifth and deciding 
game of  their series with the Richmond 
Hill Stars, notching four unanswered 
goals after falling behind early. They 
went 3-0-1 in early March against the 
Newmarket Redmen to set up the 
divisional final matchup, a back-and-
forth affair in which the Tigers came 
out with two 4 – 1 victories and a 4 – 3 
thriller.

It was a similar ending for the Minor 
PeeWee AE’s on the ACC’s other ice 
pad, earning a 4 – 0 shutout of  the 
Newmarket Redmen to capture the 
York-Simcoe title. The Tigers were in 
control of  the series following a Game 
1 loss, and needed only a tie Saturday to 
clinch the championship.

The wins wrap up the season for 
all but the Minor Bantam AE Tigers, 
who continued their York-Simcoe final 
series Wednesday in Barrie.
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       Sample assorted Craft Beers! 

       Enjoy a variety of foods by local chefs!

Musical Entertainment! Silent Auction!
Join us April 22nd

5:30pm - 11pm
The Aurora Armoury Building

(89 Mosley St.  Aurora Town Park)

            Available at:
 Royal Lepage (14799 Yonge St. Aurora)
 

 $20 Tickets

N e t  p r o c e e d s  t o  t h e  Yo u t h  o f  A u r o r a

Must be 19 years or over

Presented by the Optimist Club of Aurora 

Limited number of tickets available

   Years03
Celebrating

       Dr. Norman Orschel
Aurora Central Dental Care

Terry R. Sherin
Sales Representative

    Damir Vrancic
Barristor & Solicitor

Thank you to our sponsors

LIVE

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

THIS  IS  GREAT  BEER

$25 @ the door.  Cash only.
Limited number available.

condominium building will now be seven 
storeys and will not include commercial 
units on the ground floor, he added. 

“Even if  people in the room are not 
happy with that, at least it responds to 
the concerns that were raised,” Kagan 
stated. “I want the Board to know that my 
client has been mediating since day one 
…we are trying very hard.”

The 41-hectare proposal includes 19.5 
hectares of  parkland.

“I think that’s a remarkable number,” 
he noted.

A number of  groups and residents 
came forward to request party status at 
the hearing.

The Town of  Aurora, the Highland 
Gate Ratepayers Association and 13 
residents who are in favour of  the 
proposal were granted party status. Chee-
Hing wanted to make sure residents 
understood the difference between party 
status and participant status.

“As a party, you have certain rights 

and responsibilities,” Chee-Hing 
explained, adding that the two ratepayers 
associations who were granted party 
status could have the same concerns 
as individual residents. “Costs can be 
awarded against you by the other side – 
there is that potential. As a participant 
what you say is considered evidence. The 
Board, in making its findings, considers 
all evidence.”

He also said that the purpose of  the 
pre-hearings is to simplify the process 
and make it more manageable and that 
whoever adjudicates the proceedings will 
not accept repetition of  evidence.

“The objective of  the pre-hearing 
conference is to simplify matters in 
advance of  the hearing and to set the 
stage so it does not become unwieldy,” 
said Chee-Hing.

Kagen explained that the developer 
has entered into agreements with 
the existing homeowners and will be 
transferring lands to them. They are 
applying for party status to protect their 

Residents, Town speak up on modified Highland Gate plan
interests.

“I think everyone in the room has the 
same objective – to make the hearing 
as efficient as possible,” said Kagen. 
“This hearing is going to be lengthy. I’m 
asking for a six week hearing. We all did 
whatever we could to shrink the number 
of  witnesses but today, at the pre-hearing 
conference, that is what I am asking.”

Denise Baker, external counsel for the 
municipality, asked that a decision on 
party status be reserved until the second 
pre-hearing conference so that counsel 
can have the opportunity to review the 
amendments to the draft plan and the 
lands that will be transferred to the 
landowners.

Kagen did not agree that those seeking 
party status to support his client should 
have to wait until the next pre-hearing. 

“We are still finalizing agreements 
with people even today and we will 
send a revised draft plan once all the 
agreements are made,” Kagen stated. 
“Their support for the development is 
known today; it’s not contingent on the 
draft plan because we have committed to 
make those changes.”

“It’s not a question of  opposing or 
supporting, it’s a question of  if  they 
have land use planning issues,” Baker 
responded. 

Many residents who came forward 
seeking participant status cited concerns 
with the loss of  green space in the 
community.

Bruce Corbett requested participant 
status representing the Oak Ridges Trail 
Association and Concerned Citizens 
of  Aurora. Chee-Hing said he could 
only grant him participant status as an 
individual, not a representative of  any 
organization.

Susan Shaw said she is opposed to two 
primary elements of  the plan. 

“One is the loss of  the continuous 
green space that has existed between 
Bathurst and Yonge Streets in our town 
for over 200 years,” Shaw stated.

Klaus Wehrenberg said he has 
circulated his own proposal throughout 
the community.

Peter Williams requested party 
status, stating he was opposed to the 

or that is a really beautiful chord 
change, and you learn so much,” he 
explains. “My song writing is more 
contemporary, but there are parts of  
it that permeate my songwriting just 
from learning from the masters.”

For Mr. Jamieson, there is a 
certain formula for music that 
stands the test of  time: you have to 
express something deep inside you, 
you have to be honest about it and 
express feelings that are universal 
with listeners. And, if  they can be 
accompanied by beautiful melodies 
and lyrics, so much the better.

“Decades later, people are still 
crying over them,” he says, with a 
chuckle. “I want to make people [at 
the Aurora show] feel as happy as 

these songs make me. But, it is not 
just happiness; it is an excitement 

for life. These songs are hopeful 
and [perfect] for spring – half  of  
them mention a rainbow! There 
is a beautiful longing in them and 
that comes through in the melody 
and the words. That is what I want 
people to walk away with. They are 
amazing songs, I love to sing them, 
and I am going to sing them for you!”

John Sheard Presents: The Great 
Reunion – The Great American 
Songbook hits the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this Friday, April 1. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. with an 8 p.m. start. 
Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 
on the day of  the concert. For more 
information, call 905-713-1818.

Cultural Centre offers evening of 
standards Friday

development as currently drafted.
“I would like the opportunity to 

present evidence should it be required to 
the Board … and protect my rights as a 
property owner,” said Williams, adding 
he was concerned that the other groups 
would not represent his individual 
interests. “My concern is that there 
has been a lot of  bullying and frankly I 
just want to be able to understand and 
appreciate this process.”

Chee-Hing granted Williams 
participant status and asked him to 
research party status. If  he still wanted 
to apply for party status at the next pre-
hearing, he would consider it at that 
time.

There is also still time for mediation, 
he said. 

“I encourage the parties to call the 
case worker and consider Board-led 
mediation,” he concluded. 
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DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

DECKS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

GoodLife Contracting

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Call/Text 416-655-6065
goodlifecontracting@gmail.com
goodlifecontracting.weebly.com

DECKS - Professional 
Carpenter

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252
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KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or
               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Winter 
Promotion

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 
Special

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, NewmarketHVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee
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Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

RENO

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, Concord, ON L4K 3P4

info@pearlknstructions.com • www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Re-sanding • Refi nishing • Sales • Installation • Service

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

hardwood • laminate • carpet • stairs • granite
porcelain • tiles • washrooms • kitchens 

Re-sanding • Refinishing • Sales • Installation • Service

1.844.732.7575
8575 Keele St. #5-6, 

Concord, ON L4K 3P4
info@pearlknstructions.com
www.pearlknstructions.com

Complete cremation service for $2,205.

10% OFF
 goods and services 
if you bring in this ad
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HElp WANTEDClEANING

SERVICE

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Reporter  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local sports and community events.

Reporter  
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

C o n s t r u C -
tion Company 
looking for ex-
perienced, knowl-
edgable, on-site 
supervisor for the 
york region area. 
Please email re-
sume to: stephe 
no@intercityrealty.
com fax: 905-597-0493   
office: 905-597-0227.

EXpEriEnCED 
mEat CuttErs 
and labourers 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
- $16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax: 519-848-
2793.

PART-TIME COOK 
REQUIRED to assist  
seniors. Please call  
Bernice. 905-503-2209 
or Joseph 905-503-1833.

a Z - D r i v E r s 
WantED @ CAT 
Inc! Steady Year-
Round Miles! Sign-
On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. 
Monthly/Annual 
Bonuses! Great Pay 
& Benefits! 877-758-
3905

r E g i s t E r E D  
rECEs required 
for local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

i n s t a l l E r / 
HElpEr wanted 
at Lifestyles Oasis. 
Looking for a new 
career? Will train.  
Call 905-726-4349

OFFICE SpACE FOR RENT

CAR FOR SAlE

SERVICE

oFFiCE spaCE(s) For lEasE 
Great  location in the heart of  down-
town King City, from approx. 100  to 800 
sq. ft. Great exposure,  Contact Rachel  
416-402-4004.  

2013 Dodge Aveng-
er. Great condi-
tion, only 43500 
km, one owner 
$10,000.  Call for  
details: 289-221-5416

CARRIERS NEEDED  
FOR THE AURORAN. 

CALL CEPHISE: 
416-505-2770

General bookkeeping skills; proficient 
in Excel, Word, Outlook Express, 

QuickBooks and Simply Accounting; 
accounts payable and receivable; print, 

assemble and efile tax returns; document 
control and filing; database management; 
photocopy, scan, and email documents; 
office admin-istration; excellent customer 

service and communication skills. 
kathy@kvncga.ca. brian@kvncga.ca

AdministrAtive 
Accounting AssistAnt 

to start immediately in Aurora

oFFiCE For 
lEasE Down-
town Aurora 
(Yonge & Mosley)  
Approximately 700 
sq. ft. Call Telly.  
905-717-4073

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Spray Painter, Kitchen Cabinet 
exp. a must, $20 / hr

• Certified Forklift Operators,  
$14-16 / hr.

• Millwright…Brampton, 12 hour 
shift, $26 / hr.

• Conveyor Assembly, New Whse., 
Brampton, 3 month Assignment, 
$16/ hr.

• Heavy Labour, Bolton, $14-18 / hr.
• Batcher, Paint Mfg., $17 / hr.
• Licensed Insurance Broker, OTL, 
Auto, Home Bus., Caledon

• Assemblers (Mechanical) ………
Bolton $14-15 / hr.

• HVAC Technician G2, ODP, 313D 
req’d.

• Welders … All position MIG, Days 
and Afternoon shifts, $17-18 / hr

• CNC Operators, Full Time, 
Bolton—A & N shifts, $17 / hr.

• Project Co-ordinator, Metal Fab 
Shop, Advanced AutoCAD, $35K”

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

 
Pickup & 

drop-off available

INCOME
TAX

Call John: 

647.667.8298  
mistertax.ca/aurora

PERSONAL 
From $45

Business, Rental, 
Commission from $99
Limited Time Special!

Tax specialist 
since 1988 

AURORA LOCATION

lETTER TO THE EDITOR

reverse osmosis water.

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

We believe 
you work hard 

for your money!

That’s why we’ve re-engineered almost 
everything about selling privately – making 
it not only easier, but also more rewarding! 

You shouldn’t have to pay thousands in high commissions 
when you sell your property. That’s fair right? 

That’s The Future of Real Estate.™

Give us a call at (905) 727-8787 or email connect@propertyguys.com 
to find out how our system can work hard for you. 

Legal Disclaimers –PropertyGuys.com Inc. is a private sale marketing company and each PropertyGuys.com franchise is independently owned and operated (collectively 
“Us” or “We”). We are not real estate brokers nor agents. We represent neither the buyer nor the seller. We do not trade in real estate. We neither warranty nor make any 
representations as to the outcome of a property sale. Paying thousands in high commissions is for illustrative purposes only and reflects the difference between using the 
PropertyGuys.cm flat fee program instead of paying commission to a real estate agent who has negotiable fees. This material is not intended to solicit a property already 

listed or a buyer under contract. © PropertyGuys.com Inc., All Rights Reserved.

Show
 s

pe
ci

al
! F

ree adsl2+ router!

Visit us April 15-17 at Aurora Home Show West Arena for sweet treats and more! 

C O N N E C T  T O  I N T E R N ET
w i t h  C a n a d i a n  N e t w o r k  S y s t e m s ,

Yo u r  l o c a l  I n t e r n e t  S e r v i c e  P r o v i d e r !

visited by the ghost of  Christmas 
past, we would be shocked at what 
this community would look like 
without the millions of  dollars that 
have been poured into hundreds 

of  wonderful organizations that 
improve the quality of  life in 
Aurora.  

We are all richer for the support. 
And I don’t mean financially. I mean 
as a community.

E u r o p E a n 
ClEaning laDy 
with lots of  experi-
ence and good pric-
es. Will clean your 
house or office. Ref-
erences. Cell: 416-
434-6229.

From page 4
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In a world fi lled with facebook 
posts, tweets, instagrams and 
snapchats, we still feel the best 
way to connect socially is with 
one of our beers!

Authentically social. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA


