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LENARD LIND
Call today for a free property evaluation!**
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LENARD LIND
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OUR TEAM

Service with Professionalism

Ontario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

BACK TO NATURE – Saturday’s sunny and unseasonably warm weather brought Aurorans out of their homes to enjoy the day, particularly at the Nokiidaa 
Trail boardwalk at McKenzie Marsh. Here, two-year-old Nicholas Jiga, stops to get a closer look at a rowdy flock of geese settling into ponds on the north side of 
the wetland, just behind Hadley Grange.                    Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Mavrinac gets their park in 7 – 2 vote
By Brock Weir

The journey has hardly been a walk 
in the park, but residents in Aurora’s 
2B development now have one more to 
call their own after Council voted 7 – 2 to 
secure a six acre parcel of  land, which 
has been the subject of  considerable 
Council debate over the last two years, as 
parkland.

Following a brief  legal battle 
between the Town of  Aurora and Minto 
Communities over the Town’s right 
of  first refusal to purchase the land 
at 2007 prices at the time the plan for 
the subdivision, radiating from the 
northeast corner of  Bayview Avenue 

and Wellington Street East, the Town 
purchased the property for “municipal 
purposes.”

For residents in the area, however, 
only one municipal purpose would do: 
parkland. 

Whatever the catch-all term “parkland” 
entailed was a debate for another day, but 
residents were united in wanting to keep 
the land open space, a vision the majority 
of  Council subscribed to last week.

“I am in full support of  moving forward 
with that vision and not letting it fall 
to development,” said Councillor John 
Abel, speaking to a recommendation in 
the Town’s new Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan calling for the land in 

question to be sold off  and the proceeds 
returned to reserves to secure parkland 
in apparently underserviced areas of  
Aurora.

Added Councillor Michael Thompson: 
“2B has only 10 acres of  parkland [out of  
a potential 25 acres, or 5 per cent of  the 
neighbourhood] so there is a shortage. 
Had we started all over and this was 
the first time we were looking at it, I am 
pretty sure there would have been more 
parkland in 2B.

“The minute Council chose to enforce 
the right of  first refusal, we said [the 
developers] need to honour their 
agreements but, at the same time, we 

Families fight for full day 
kindergarten at St. Joseph

By Brock Weir

A decision by the York Catholic School 
Board to eliminate full day kindergarten 
at St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 
by 2017 will provide significant hardships 
to local families, according to parents 
urging the Board to give alternatives a 
second look. 

Local families say they were left 
“angry” and “frustrated” following the 
last meeting of  the Board (YCDSB) where 
their efforts to get the Board to look at 
other options apparently fell on deaf  ears. 

In 2014, the Province allowed school 

boards to exclude full day kindergarten 
from single track French Immersion 
schools, which St. Joseph intends to 
become by the start of  the 2017 – 2018 
school year.

Until that time, full day kindergarten 
will be offered in the school through June 
of  2017 but, after that, families will have 
to look for kindergarten alternatives at 
other schools, which could create split 
families, they say. 

Students who complete Junior 
Kindergarten at St. Joseph in the 2016 
– 2017 school term will have to register 

By Jake Courtepatte

They played catch-up right from 
Game one: but the results are no less 
heartbreaking.

After clawing back from a 2 – 0 
deficit in their best-of-seven OJHL 
conference quarterfinal series with 
the Wellington Dukes, the Aurora 
Tigers were sent packing Monday 
night in a marathon Game 6.

The Tigers entered last weekend 
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Town of Aurora encourages participation in Earth 
Hour 2016

The Town of Aurora is encouraging residents and business owners 
to switch off their lights and ‘power down’ all appliances and 
electronics in support of Earth Hour on Saturday, March 19 for 
one hour from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

For more information on Earth Hour, please visit 
www.earthhour.org 

Digital Innovation for Business Success 
Conference

Attend this FREE conference to learn, network and grow your 
business. 

Date:   Tuesday, March 29 
Time:   8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Location:  Meadowbrook Golf Club 
 11939 Warden Avenue
 Gormley, ON  L0H 1G0
Cost:   FREE! Hot buffet breakfast included

For more information or to register, visit www.eventbrite.ca

Food for Fines – help the less fortunate in Aurora!

The Town of Aurora is providing an alternative method of 
payment for parking infractions. The Town has partnered with the 
Aurora Food Pantry to help the less fortunate in our community.

In lieu of paying your parking ticket, you can choose to purchase 
a $25 gift card at any local grocery store in Aurora, then drop 
it off, along with your ticket and purchase receipt indicating the 
balance and activation status to Access Aurora located at Aurora 
Town Hall, 100 John West Way.

This option is only valid for “Park on Municipal Property without 
Consent” tickets issued between March 15 and April 15, 2016. 
Participation is optional. 

Thank you to the ticket holders who have chosen to participate. 
Your contribution will help families and individuals in need in The 
Town of Aurora. 

For more information about this program, please contact the 
Bylaw Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/parking

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Tuesday, March 22 3 p.m. Tannery Room Community Recognition Review Advisory Committee
Tuesday, March 22 5:30 p.m. Leksand Room Finance Advisory Committee
Tuesday, March 22 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Tuesday, March 29 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, March 30 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning*

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Private Tree Protection By-Law Approval

On February 9, 2016 Aurora Town Council directed that a “Private 
Tree Protection By-Law” to prohibit and or regulate the injury or 
destruction of trees on private property in the Town of Aurora, 
be presented to Council for approval and that the current Tree 
Protection By-law No. Number 4474-03.D. be repealed.

Please be advised that the Revised By-law will be presented to 
Council for enactment at the General Committee meeting on 
May 17, 2016.

Pending Council approval, the revised Private Tree Protection 
By-Law will come into effect on May 24, 2016 with the following 
significant revisions:

• Number of trees that can be removed from a private property 
in a 12-month period without obtaining a permit has been 
reduced to two (2) trees from four (4) trees.

• A permit must be obtained prior to removal of a single heritage 
tree or a single tree in any heritage district as described in the 
By-Law.

• For larger properties, owners shall be permitted to remove two 
(2) trees per .25 ha. of property in a 12-month period without 
obtaining a permit. (For example: Owner of a 1 ha. property can 
remove eight (8) trees in a 12-month period without obtaining 
a permit.)

For more information about the By-Law, including permit fees, 
please call 905-727-3123, ext. 3222.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Movies in the Park returns 
to Aurora this summer with 
five nights of outdoor movies 
under the stars!
We want you to be part of the movie selection 
process! Send us your suggestions by 
FRIDAY, APRIL 29. Your choice could 
make it to the big screen!

Please email your suggestions to 
sware@aurora.ca or call 905-726-4762
www.aurora.ca/moviesinthepark

Mark your calendars!

2016 SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 4 – Town Park

Thursday, August 11 – Norm Weller Park

Thursday, August 18 – Ada Johnson Park

Thursday, August 25 – Town Park

Thursday, September 1 – Hickson Park

in the Park
Call for suggestions!

The Healthy Kids Activity Pass is a FREE PASS for Aurora 
children up to 12 years of age. The pass can be used for any 
regularly-scheduled leisure swim or public skate up to a 
maximum of 7 times, at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
or the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

Get your pass now!
Visit the Aurora Family Leisure Complex or the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex to pick-up a Healthy Kids Activity Pass. 
Visit www.aurora.ca/healthykidspass for more information.
Proof of Aurora residency and age must be shown. Limited quantities available. 
First come, � rst served. No cash value. Pass expires July 15, 2016.
Use your pass a minimum of 7 times and be entered to win an Action 
Pack valued at $100! Action Pack winner to be drawn on July 22, 2016.

www.aurora.ca/healthykidspass

Aurora’s Juried Art Show and Sale

Aurora’s Juried Art Show and Sale is looking for aspiring young 
artists! 

This exciting show is a fantastic opportunity for youth artists 
looking to gain exposure for their work and even sell a few pieces. 
Youth artists will also have the opportunity to network with more 
than 120 professional artists from across the region. 

Entry forms are available at www.aurora.ca/artshow

Opening Reception 
March 30th, 2016, 3-6pm 

Brevik Hall, 22 Church Street 
Light Refreshments Provided 

Built Culture: Memories of the Precinct 
examines over 160 years of cultural activity 

within the Cultural Precinct of Aurora. 
Focusing on historic sites, this exhibition 

tracks the physical evolution of spaces and 
their use. 

Good Friday Service Schedule
www.aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

MUNICIPAL OFFICE • 100 John West Way

AURORA PUBLIC LIBRARY • 15145 Yonge Street
The Aurora Public Library will be CLOSED on Friday, March 25, Sunday, March 27 
and Monday, March 28. Regular business hours resume on Tuesday, March 29.  
For more information, please visit www.aurorapl.ca or call 905-727-9494.

WASTE COLLECTION

For Town-related emergency situations such as flooding, 
watermain breaks or downed trees, please call 905-727-1375 
or 905-727-3123 and follow the voice prompts. 
FOR ALL OTHER EMERGENCIES, CALL 9-1-1

EMERGENCY 
SERVICES

RECREATION CENTRES
Recreation centres including the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex and the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex will be operating with modified 
hours. For a full list of hours of operation and program 
opportunities including fitness classes, pool,  
gymnasium, rock wall and The Loft hours,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/easterweekend

Please note, the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is CLOSED 
from Friday, March 25 to Monday, March 28.

Check out our renovated  
Aurora Family  

Leisure Complex!
135 Industrial Parkway North

▶

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be CLOSED on Friday, March 25  
for Good Friday. Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will resume on  
Monday, March 28.

If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24-hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s online 
banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

Waste collection scheduled on Friday, March 25 is MOVED TO Saturday, March 26. 
For more information on waste collection in Aurora, please consult your 2016 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar.

Celebrate World Water Day – March 22

In recognition of Canada Water Week (March 21 to 27), you’re invited to attend 
a World Water Day event at the York Region Administrative Centre (17250 Yonge 
Street, Newmarket) on Tuesday, March 22 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Through a variety of games and displays, learn how our water systems work and 
what we’re doing to protect this valuable resource. Meet the people who help keep 
our water safe, view educational displays and enter a prize draw. 

For more information, visit www.canadawaterweek.com, 
email environment@york.ca  or call 1-888-967-5426



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 17, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 17, 2016Page  2             Page 3

From page 1

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4342

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
DESIGN REVIEW PANEL FOR HERITAGE PROPERTIES
The Town of Aurora is issuing a Request for Expression of Interest for a Design Review Panel  
for Heritage Properties. 

The Design Review Panel is to be comprised of volunteer design professionals, including Urban Designers, 
Architects, Landscape Architects, Planners and Engineers. They would provide professional, objective advice to 
staff, the applicant and their consultants with the purpose of improving matters of design that affect the public 
realm including buildings, streets and open spaces. The Design Review Panel is intended to function as an advisory 
body to Town staff and does not have statutory decision-making authority. The Design Review Panel would review 
development and redevelopment applications and provide design advice to staff for consideration relating to 
proposals located in the following areas:

 a) Properties located within the Town’s Heritage Resource Area;

 b) Properties which are Designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act; and

 c) Listed properties in the Town’s Inventory of Heritage properties. 

Individuals appointed to the Panel will normally be a resident of Aurora or a business owner in Aurora.  
Notwithstanding, to ensure appropriate professional representation, Council may appoint non-residents or non-
Aurora business owners to the Panel. Design Review Panel Members will be qualified professionals who have 
membership in one of the following professional organizations:

 a) Ontario Professional Planners Institute (OPPI);

 b) Professional Engineers of Ontario (PEO);

 c) Ontario Association of Architects (OAA); or

 d) Ontario Association of Landscape Architects (OALA).

Further information and the Terms of Reference can be obtained by contacting Fausto Filipetto of Planning & 
Development Services at 905-727-3123, ext. 4342 or via email to ffilipetto@aurora.ca. The Terms of Reference are 
also available at www.aurora.ca/planningnotices. The Terms of Reference provide details with respect to items such 
as the duties of the Design Review Panel, Panel membership, Panel nomination criteria and meeting protocol.

Interested individuals may submit to the Town their Letter of Interest and Curricula Vitae/Resume by  
Thursday, March 24, 2016 to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.  

Submission of an Expression of Interest does not create any contractual relationship, obligation or duty between the 
Town and the submitting party and the Town is under no obligation to respond to any submission.

We thank OPPI for their partnership in this initiative.

for senior kindergarten elsewhere, 
which could lead to siblings being split 
and putting parents in the position of  
shuttling to different schools on the 
morning and afternoon runs. 

“The children will be separated from 
their siblings,” says Charlene Sant-Wells 
of  Families for Kindergarten on behalf  
of  the local families.

While Ms. Sant-Wells is not an 
impacted mother herself, she is working 
with the group after waging a successful 
Full Day Kindergarten campaign in the 
area in 2014. 

“[When this goes ahead] you have 
parent engagement decreased because 
they are going to be managing multiple 
schools and drop-offs are going to be very 
difficult to manage,” she says. “One of  
those children is going to be perpetually 
late because the recommended default 
school, Light of  Christ, has the same start 
times. 

“[The Board] is concerned about 
enrolment rates, but I believe there will be 
several parents who will decide to remove 
their children from the York Catholic 
District School Board and enrol them 
in either the private or Public system to 
minimize disruption and keep siblings 
together.”

Stability for the kids, she says, is 
important and so too is the cost of  
maintaining full day kindergarten at 
schools like St. Joseph. 

Financial “transparency” and 
“accountability” appears to be a 
particular bone of  contention between 
the parents and the Board. Families for 
Kindergarten rejects the view of  the 
YCDSB that this route is cost effective, 
arguing if  they keep Kindergarten as 
is, it would put the Board in a “more 
advantageous” position than it is now 
through several grants available to them.

“The biggest frustration at this point 
is our model being more financially 
advantageous than the model the Board 
is presenting and they said it is not,” says 
Ms. Sant-Wells. “They have not provided 
any evidence to back up that statement. 
Me, not being impacted from a family 
perspective, I am really questioning 
their ability to manage a budget and 
their ability to be transparent. It is their 
responsibility to their constituents to be 
transparent in the way they manage the 
funds and our taxpayer dollars, and we 
can’t get an answer out of  them.”

On the part of  the Board, they say the 

elimination of  all-day kindergarten at St. 
Joseph is not a new decision. 

“The decision was made in 2014 and it is 
part of  the phase out of  the English track 
at the school as it transitions to single 
track French Immersion (FI) school,” 
says May Moore, Communications 
Director for the YCDSB. “The Board’s 
single track FI schools are from Grade 1 to 
Grade 8 only. They do not offer JK and SK. 
As a school transitions from dual track to 
single FI track, JK and SK are eventually 
phased out as the FI program grows.

“The original decision taken by the 
Board wasn’t an easy one and the Board 
understands the concerns it has heard 
from parents on the issue. The trustees 
listened to [their] presentation, which 
was very straightforward.”

Parents at St. Joseph received a letter 
this past January informing them of  
the situation, and a further letter dated 
March 3 in response to their delegation. 

“Your attention to detail and the 
high level of  research and preparation 
that went into your proposal was very 
evident and made for an informative 
and thorough presentation,” wrote Carol 
Cotton, Chair of  the YCDSB. “Until FI 
is fully implemented at the secondary 
level for all of  our current FI students, 
the Board is not in a position to expand 
and introduce the program beginning 
in Senior Kindergarten. At this time, 
implementing a pilot at one school 
would result in increased pressure and 
expectation to expand it to the other 14 FI 
elementary schools, a recommendation 
that our curriculum, Human Resources, 
and Planning Staff  do not currently 
support given the current budgetary 
climate.” 

Nevertheless, concerned parents are 
still hoping to receive a more detailed 
response to their delegations to the Board.

“I think they owe it to explain [the 
financial situation] to us. It is our money,” 
says Ms. Sant-Wells. “Right now, we are 
pausing to see what our next course 
of  action is. My heart goes out to these 
parents right now because I don’t know 
that there is anything we can do from a 
legal standpoint. I don’t feel the Board 
is extremely compassionate about the 
turmoil they are going to cause these 
families. It would be extremely nice for 
the families in the YCDSB to feel there is a 
level of  compassion and concern for their 
wellbeing and the family’s wellbeing from 
the trustees and that is not the message 
they are sending.”

Kindergarten decision  
“wasn’t easy,” says YCDSB Local girl feels luck of the Irish ahead  

of St. Patrick’s Day event
By Brock Weir

Kalea Kirsh, a familiar face at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market where she works with her 
father, is feeling a little bit lucky this week as 
members of  the community rally to boost her 
towards her goal of  making a difference.

Revellers looking to get their Irish on at Aw, 
Shucks! this Thursday, St. Patrick’s Day, will 
have the chance to participate in a silent auction 
and fundraiser at the restaurant to help Kalea’s 
family send her to Shad Valley this summer, a 
program focusing on business, math, science and 
engineering. 

“I have always wanted to do something with 
science and research, and get into a career where 
I am researching medicine and researching cures 
for cancer,” says the teen. “I always wanted to 
have an early start on it, but never knew how. 
When I heard about Shad, I thought it would be a 
great opportunity.”

But opportunity comes at a cost and once she 
was accepted into the program, her family was 

left unsure how they would pay for the program, 
which runs July 3 through July 26 and is 
facilitated by several universities across Canada.

Enter Aw, Shucks’ Mary Georgiopolous who 
had a chance meeting with Kalea’s mom, Bonnie, 
a few week ago. After learning of  the situation 
from Bonnie, Mary sprang into action organizing 
a silent auction, which will take place at the 
restaurant from 6 – 10 p.m., featuring donations 
from businesses throughout the community. 

“It’s a Chicken Soup for the Soul miracle that 
strangers are rallying for Kalea because they 
have been so impressed with her since she was 
a little girl and has seen how much she does for 
people,” says Bonnie. “Mary recognized me and 
I told her I was beating myself  up that Kalea 
should miss going to Shad. I can’t believe what 
an angel that woman is. Mary puts the awe in Aw, 
Shucks.”

Adds Kalea: “This is so out of  the ordinary, 
especially that somebody I didn’t even know was 
going to do this fundraiser. To help me with my 
goals is amazing.”

BLUES OF THE NIGHT – Venues across Aurora were hopping on Friday and Saturday night for the fifth annual Aurora Winter Blues Festival (AWBF). Hundreds took part in this year’s party, whether at Theatre 
Aurora, the Aurora Cultural Centre, Aw, Shucks, King Richard’s English Pub, and a variety of other locations, enjoying the music while raising money for CHATS (Community and Home Assistance to Seniors) and Blue 
Door Shelters. “We are still formalizing the numbers, but at this time we can announce we have surpassed last year’s fundraising efforts for CHATS, Blue Door Shelters, and our Youth in Music Program,” said the AWBF 
on Tuesday. Performers at Theatre Aurora, pictured above, are (left to right) John Mays, Matt Weidinger, Dawn Tyler Watson, and Duane Blackburn.                   Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

ROUND THE BEND FARM

Easter Egg 
Hunt

Annual

Saturday, March 26, 2016

Location: 16225 Jane St., Kettleby
Phone: 905-727-0023
Time: 9am to 4pm - no specifi c time
          of arrival necessary
Price: $10/family of 4/5 OR $3/person

AVAILABLE IN OUR MARKET FOR EASTER
Coffee, water, pop, cookies, tarts, honey, pies, jam, 

syrup, oils, farm fresh eggs, turkey products & fl owers

Includes: Easter egg hunt, hold and 
pet baby bunnies, chicks and 

ducklings, baby animal visit, and 
Easter colouring sheet

For more information go to
www.roundthebendfarm.com

Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Don’t forget to bring your camera!

We customize our Easter Egg Hunt
to ensure all guests have a great time.
Colourful plastic eggs are hidden in
bushels around the farmyard. After
collecting a dozen different coloured eggs,
they are exchanged for an Easter bag of  treats.
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Aurora was abuzz once again on 
Saturday as the blazing sun, along with 
a weather front or two, came together to 
provide us with an unseasonably warm 
respite from these long, agonizing final 
days of  winter.

Yes, as far as Canadian winters go, 
this one has been a breeze, I know, but 
no matter how much snow and ice we 
were spared this season, by the second 
half  of  March we’re usually all itching 
to get on with our lives and welcome 
the spring. 

This past weekend, it seems 
Aurorans were more than eager to do 
just that.

Almost instantly, as though Mother 
Nature couldn’t wait to suddenly flip 
a switch, everyone was outside and 
out of  hibernation. Neighbours who 
hadn’t seen each other in months found 
themselves chatting on sidewalks. 
Dogs found themselves being walked 
with some summer vigour, and even 
the Indoor Farmers Market teemed 
with people after a rather tepid turnout 
at their February offering.

Families, no doubt, stopped by a 
few neighbourhood parks to bask in 
the sun, take gulps of  fresh air deep 
enough to secure them an audition for 
a Swiffer commercial, and, if  they had 
a durable blanket to protect against 
the damp, perhaps they sat down for 
a picnic or two without becoming too 
soggy.

Picture postcard scenes, but what is 
important is often overlooked.

Case in point: Council’s long 
awaited decision on what to do with a 
huge chunk of  property on Mavrinac 
Boulevard.

As we all know, residents were 
clamouring to secure the six acre plot 
as parkland and green space after the 
York Catholic District School Board 
nixed plans to build a school on the 
site. But, it was a long road to get there.

After legal battles, considerable 
Council debate – both out in the open 
and behind closed doors – we finally 
have a decision, and the neighbours in 
Aurora’s 2B neighbourhood can rest 
easy at night.

Well, they can rest a bit easier for 
a couple of  months anyway before 
the real fun stuff  comes in May when 
Council girds its collective loins to 
tackle just what kind of  park they, and 
the neighbours, want to see built on the 

expansive land, along with the bells 
and whistles that are sure to come with 
each option.

No matter how prolonged the 
upcoming discussion might be – and, 
let’s face it, they almost always are – the 
neighbours should spare a moment for 
local environmentalists who are just as 
keen to make the Aurora Wildlife Park 
– officially known as the Ivy Jay Nature 
Reserve – a reality.

This nearly 200 acre parcel of  land, 
which begins at Wellington Street East 
in the south, spreading northward 
towards St. John’s Sideroad to its most 
norther extent, might be a comparative 
stone’s throw from the new Mavrinac 
Park, but it seems to be worlds apart.

The Mavrinac neighbours got their 
land secured within a two year window, 
but those fighting for the last steps for 
the Wildlife Park to be complete are 
zeroing in on a decade.

It is not as though they are cooling 
their heels waiting for nature to take 
its course.

Many of  the plans are in place, most 
of  the land deals appear to be secure, 
and the traversing wildlife this area is 
meant to protect are already making 
themselves at home, but there seems to 
be an impasse.

Last month, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner questioned the current status 
of  the Wildlife Park and was told the 
Town has engaged the services of  a 
landscape architect who is continuing 
to work on the design phase and 
seeking approvals with the relevant 
conservation bodies on design elements 
that have been proposed within the 
park by local landscape architect David 
Tomlinson.

Up until that point, Councillor 
Gaertner pointed out there had been 
two opposing views presented at the 
podium on the future of  the park, a 
point which was acknowledged by staff, 
who said these opposing views are one 
of  the reasons it has taken so long to 
come to fruition.

They are trying to come to a 
“consensus” on what can be done and 
what will be approved, the Councillor 
was told, and as of  last month at 
least they have been unsuccessful in 

reaching one; and a consensus must 
be reached before a final design plan is 
submitted to the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority.

These opposing views, however, 
are not a new development. Many of  
the opposing views have been aired 
in various forums since I joined The 
Auroran in November of  2009, with 
the stalemate abating and reviving at 
regular intervals.

At times it seems stakeholders are 
locked in a staring contest just waiting 
for the other to blink first.

There often appears to be a strange 
phenomenon in Aurora where projects 
that have the potential to bring the most 
enjoyment to people, have the potential 
to be innovative and out-of-the-box, 
or could potentially reach sectors of  
unengaged residents take the longest 
to get off  the ground. 

Take the seemingly endless round 
of  Council debates over whether or not 
the back door of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex should be open, and 
to whom, and the increasingly bizarre 
and convoluted formulas offered to 
Council on how that answer can be 
arrived at.

Or consider well intentioned efforts 
from the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
to extend slightly into Town Park to 
allow for traffic to and from the Wells 
Street Schoolhouse Lofts, efforts which 
seemed to be on a collision course 
in the Council chamber until being 
narrowly avoided – at least for the next 
week or two – following a motion from 
Councillor Humfryes.

There have been no shortage 
of  plans for the future of  Library 
Square, no shortage of  ideas offered 
from residents, and no shortage of  
consultants consulted, and thus far, the 
only things Aurora has to show for it 
are stacks of  reports, a steady outflow 
of  public money, and an overflowing 
ward of  hopes and dreams that are, 
if  not broken, battered and bruised 
beyond recognition.

It’s not that Council members do 
not share these frustrations, and they 
have become increasingly vocal about 
it, but there seems to be an overall 
reluctance to take these frustrations 
and spur themselves into action to 
ensure progress, innovation, and, as 
the Town’s Strategic Plan is so often 
quoted, “the quality of  life for all.”
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Budget was not good news  
for seniors

Reader has close connections 
to women in Graystones photo

Thanks for the memories, 
Timberlane: reader

Our MPP, Chris Ballard, in his “View 
from Queen’s Park” mentions the new 
budget has good news for seniors.

I thought he was joking. 
The health premium “no tax” that 

Dalton McGuinty introduced in 2003 
should have been set on employment 
income and not total income. A recent 
analysis notes that salaries increased 
25 per cent over the past 12 years.

Pensioned seniors income over that 
period: Zilch. Zero. Thus carrying a 
higher burden of  the tax over the years. 
It can be argued that seniors use a 
higher portion of  health costs. However, 
they pay school tax even though they 
do not have children in school for the 
betterment of  future generations.

In the current budget it is quite fair 
that drug costs for low income seniors 
should be eliminated.

The resulting deficit with a 70 per 
cent increase on deductibles should not 
be balanced on seniors making $20,000 
plus per year.

I am certain in an annual budget of  
$110 billion other ways could have been 
found.

Art Hagopian
Aurora

Regarding the photo in your March 
3, 2016 edition submitted by the Aurora 
Museum and Archives asking for the 
name and location of  the restaurant in 
the photo, it is Graystones Restaurant at 
Yonge Street and Royal Road in Aurora.

I am surmising that the photo was 
most likely taken between 1952 and 
1954.

My father, Hugh McIntyre, owned 
the establishment during these years 
and probably a bit earlier as well. The 
lady on the left of  the checkout counter 
is my mother, Helen McIntyre and, on 
the right, behind the counter, is a good 
friend of  the family, Eleanor Lindsay.

Helen and Hugh [Mac] McIntyre 
lived on Cousins Drive in Aurora from 
1948 to 1987.

Hugh was a chef  and offered lunches 
and dinners to patrons heading 
through Aurora on their way up north 
to cottages, lodges, etc. 

His Sunday afternoon brunches 
attracted people from Toronto and 
locally, as well as those returning from 
their northern weekend getaways.

The resident jazz band drew people 
from Toronto and all places in between 
every Friday and Saturday night.  
It was a vibrant venue.

Judy McIntyre-Smith
Aurora

I am surprised to see no mention of  
the Timberlane demolition in the paper, 
especially after the large part played 
in not only our Town, but also York 
Region. 

And there are many tennis players in 
Aurora.

Thanks for the memories.

George Hervey 
Aurora
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SENIOR
SCAPE

Christina doyle

The Ides of March

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, Mpp
Newmarket-Aurora

Rain, rain, rain, as the voices of  our 
Aurora Evergreen Choir sing. Let us 
welcome spring and get off  that couch.

We Canadians are always talking 
about the weather, so much so that it has 
become a part of  our daily ritual. 

Unfortunately, I am a little biased 
when it comes to a preference in seasons. 
Winter becomes very limiting and, along 
with my legitimate fear of  slipping and 
falling, I can hardly wait till spring.

Putting on my shoes instead of  those 
clumsy boots and finding my spring coat 
is so encouraging. Daily walks along 
the sidewalk and saying hello is always 
welcome, and a healthy way for getting 
that Vitamin D and strengthening your 
lungs.

The air smells fresh and clean, the 
buds on the trees are ready to burst and 
show their new attire. Winter will once 
again be a memory, we hope; however, 
there have been times when spring was 
covered in snow’s last blast.

It’s time to put away the numerous 
items of  black in your closet and add 
some colour, also, to find your running 
shoes and get out and enjoy the incredible 
weather.

The Aurora Seniors’ Centre offers 
hiking throughout the year, so there 
is no excuse! Oops, don’t forget those 
sunglasses and sunscreen before you 
venture out.

Remember, even on cloudy days, the 
sun is still shining so invest in a good pair 
of  sunglasses with the UVA protection. 
It’s time to take up a new course, a new 
activity at the Aurora Seniors’ Center. 
Many people will surround you and 
guide you to help you enjoy what you 
may be trying for the first time. Don’t fill 
yourself  with second thoughts, don’t find 
excuses, rather persevere and your inner 
belief  will lead you to the pinnacle of  
achievement.

The happiest people are those who 
have found their purpose in life by using 
their strengths for the betterment of  
others.

You do have many gifts, such as 
patience, laughter, wisdom, a listening 
ear, and being a trusted friend that 
others have come to know and 
appreciate, even more than you think.   
Spring and all its glory allows you the 
opportunity to add meaning, witness 
small miracles that can help you feel at 
peace. Be thankful you’re alive. We have 
been cooped up in our homes all winter 
and spring is a knocking on our door.

Welcome spring, shower us with your 
colours and fresh air.

It’s time to put on the happy face and 
smile, smile, smile!  

One of  the activities you can get 
involved in is Pickleball. This healthy 
sport is played with great enjoyment by 
many seniors. There are approximately 
80 participants in the group. Their ages 
range from mid-50’s to several 80-year-
olds.

This sport is an excellent cardio 
vascular exercise and there is no stress 
on body joints, unlike other racket sports.

Why don’t you come out and learn the 
game? Instruction is offered weekly. You 
just have to sign in at the Seniors’ Centre. 
Throughout the year, a formal coaching 
program is offered to beginners.

There are three court locations: 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre on John West 
Way; Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
on Industrial Parkway North; and Norm 
Weller Park, spring to fall. We play 4 
days a week and have lots of  fun. Great 
companionship is guaranteed.

May this spring bring you warmth, 
contentment, and hope (and some 
exercise!). So let’s all don the green, 
dance a little jig, and sing, sing, sing and 
may the Luck of  the Irish bring you all 
good tidings!

“Beware the Ides of  March” –  A 
prophetic warning uttered by a 
soothsayer to the ever paranoid Caesar.  
But he failed to heed the portents and 
that led to his ultimate demise: stabbed 
to death by the very people he assumed 
supported him, chief  among them his 
closest confidante, Brutus.

Shocked by the betrayal of  those 
whom he thought were in support, he 
died uttering the famous last words 
(well, according to Shakespeare at least), 
“Et Tu Brute.” (“You also, Brutus?”)

It’s March 15, the Ides of  March, 
as I write this column; it just also 
happens to be the Super Tuesday of  
the US presidential primaries. On 
the Republican side, the winner take 
all contests in Ohio and Florida take 
place today, with over 200 delegates in 
play, as well as three other states with 
proportional delegates up for grabs.

The Democrats have a number of  
states in play as well, but they are 
always proportional. It is unlikely to be 
a lopsided win on the Democratic, side 
so the awarding of  delegates either way 
will not change the delegate count too 
wildly; unless, of  course, the polls are 
wildly wrong. And they have been all 
along.

It is the Republican circus that we are 
all watching, hoping against all hope 
that the so-called frontrunner will meet 
his own Ides of  March moment when 
folks will finally reach the point where 
they say enough is enough. And, unlike 
Trump, I mean that metaphorically 
folks, not literally.

Although given the violence at his 
rallies over the weekend, including 
someone rushing the stage upon which 
Trump was speaking, the likelihood of  
serious harm coming to someone at his 
events is escalating.

Pundit after pundit, candidate after 
candidate on both sides of  the aisles 
were expressing abject horror about 
the disgusting display of  violence that 
Trump’s extreme demagoguery has 
wrought. Images of  police on horseback 
pepper spraying protesters, Trump 
supporter sucker punching an African 
American protester, a near riot in 
Chicago between Trump supporters and 
anti-Trump protesters and on and on.

Regardless of  what one thinks about 
who started what – and there is some 
culpability on both sides – the  scenes 
we are witnessing at Trump’s rallies are 
truly frightening, not just for what they 
are, but for what they portend.

While it is indeed distressing, it is 
not a surprise. The tension has been 
building to a boil for quite some time.  
The only surprise, to me at least, is that 
someone hasn’t been shot yet at one of  

these rallies.
Trump has spewed vile venom and 

hateful, dangerous comments literally 
from the day he announced he was 
running for office, and yet he has been 
given pretty much a free pass by almost 
everyone.

I believe that at first it was because he 
was seen as merely a joke candidate, but 
things have changed.  He is still a joke, 
but a very dangerous one. That should 
have been obvious months ago.

His incendiary rhetoric should have 
resulted in outright condemnation by 
every talking head, every party leader, 
frankly everyone with a pulse.

But it didn’t.
He has been allowed instead to up the 

ante. His poll numbers embolden him 
to say ever more hateful and dangerous 
statements.   

Why is he given near 24/7 coverage? 
Because he generates huge viewership – 
and that means millions upon millions of  
advertising dollars. As Leslie Moonves, 
CEO of  CBS said, “It may not be good for 
America, but it’s damn good for CBS.”

It’s a modern version of  “if  it bleeds 
it leads” approach to media. And it’s 
appalling.

Regardless of  the outcome of  tonight’s 
primary races, the state of  American 
politics and the political party he says 
he represents has been irrevocably 
damaged by Donald Trump.

Given the vital importance of  the 
US to our economy, my only hope is he 
doesn’t bring the entire country down 
with him.

Ontario investing in palliative care and Alzheimer’s support

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Do you support post-secondary tuition breaks, as outlined  
in the recent Ontario Budget?

A) Yes  B)  No C)  Unsure

As someone who has watched loved 
ones struggle with dementia, witnessed 
other family members benefit from 
excellent palliative care, and watched 
first-hand as a loved one’s final days were 
made worse with no end-of-life care – I am 
pleased with two government funding 
initiatives highlighted this week.

In our 2016 budget, Ontario is proposing 
to invest an additional $75 million over 
three years to provide patients with more 
options and access to palliative and end-
of-life care.

This investment would improve 
community-based hospice and palliative 
care services including supporting up 
to 20 new hospices across Ontario, and 
increasing the funding for existing 
facilities; increasing supports for 
caregivers that will help families and 
loved ones support palliative patients at 
home and in the community; promoting 
advance care planning so that families 
and health care providers understand 
patients’ wishes for end-of-life care; and, 
establishing the Ontario Palliative Care 
Network, a new body to advance patient-
centred care and develop provincial 
standards to strengthen services.

The province is also partnering with 
Hospice Palliative Care Ontario to provide 
training and support to new hospice 
volunteers each year. A new online 
training system will give volunteers 
throughout Ontario better access to 
standardized training and tools, which 
will be especially beneficial for rural and 
remote communities.

Ontario is also releasing the Palliative 
and End-of-Life Care Provincial 
Roundtable Report that will help Ontario 
develop a comprehensive strategy 
on palliative and end-of-life care. The 
strategy will focus on supporting families 
and caregivers, and ensuring access to 
coordinated quality care where patients 
want it.

Improving palliative care is part of  

the government’s plan to build a better 
Ontario through its Patients First: Action 
Plan for Health Care, which is providing 
patients with faster access to the right 
care, better home and community care, 
the information they need to stay healthy 
and a health care system that’s sustainable 
for generations to come. It is also part 
of  Ontario’s Patients First: Roadmap to 
Strengthen Home and Community Care, 
which is the government’s plan to improve 
and expand home and community care 
over the next three years.

With the 2016 Ontario Budget 
investment of  $75 million over three 
years, the province will invest a total of  
$155 million in hospice and palliative care 
over the next three years.

Ontario currently provides funding 
for 34 hospices across the province and 
is committed to supporting up to 20 
additional hospices.

Ensuring patients and families across 
the province have access to compassionate 
and high-quality palliative care is critical 
at this very important and challenging 
time of  their lives. Our goal is to build 
on Ontario’s strong network of  providers 
and volunteers who make an enormous 
difference to the palliative care patients 
receive.

Last year, 13,500 hospice volunteers 
supported more than 17,000 in-home 
clients and 4,000 people near the end of  
their lives. On average, for each hospice 
client served, five family members are 

also supported.
I’m also pleased to report that Ontario 

is investing $761,500 in the Alzheimer 
Society of  Ontario’s Finding Your Way 
program to help improve training and 
reach more people who come into contact 
with persons affected by dementia.

The Finding Your Way program is a 
safety campaign that helps people with 
dementia stay safe and active, while 
helping to prevent the risk of  wandering 
and going missing. The program’s 
training services will be enhanced this 
year to include first-responders as well 
as supportive housing and retirement 
homes staff.

Investing in services and supports 
to help keep seniors safe is part of  the 
government’s plan to build stronger and 
healthier communities.

The government is conducting 
consultations on dementia care in 
order to develop a comprehensive 
strategy for people living with dementia 
and Alzheimer’s Disease. If  you are 
interested in submitting ideas and 
sharing experiences, you can do so at: 
dementiastrategy@ontario.ca.

These improvements to the Finding 
Your Way program will help reach more 
people and provide important information 
to protect those with dementia. 

By 2020, nearly 250,000 seniors in 
Ontario will be living with some form 
of  dementia. Three out of  five people 
with dementia go missing at some point 
during their illness. There is greater risk 
of  injury, even death, for those missing for 
more than 24 hours. Ontario has invested 
more than $2.8 million in funding to the 
Finding Your Way program.

I invite you to contact me on any issue. 
Please call my community office at 905-
750-0019, or visit my website at www.
ChrisBallardMPP.ca. My email is: 
cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

The Aurora 
Museum & 
Archives is 

celebrating…
St. Patrick’s Day!

(Thursday, March 17)

A postcard from 1909  
produced by Raphael Tuck 
& Sons, titled simply “The 

Emerald Isle.”

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Which U.S. candidate would be 
best for Canada-U.S. relations?

A) Hillary Clinton  B) Ted Cruz
C) Marco Rubio  D) Bernie Sanders

E) Donald Trump
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Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted
 

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!

100’s of
 

www.thelightspot.ca

IDEASLIGHTING
with 100’s 

1 (844) 468-0501

NO LEAVES IN 
THESE EAVES!

LIMITED TIME 
     OFFER

Offer only available with Purchase of LeafGuard. Not available with other offers. Not valid with previous orders. Offer expires April 30, 2016

Spring Gutter Buy-Back Special!
We pay $4.00 per foot for your old ugly gutters.

CALL FOR FREE
IN-HOME

ESTIMATE

Protect your home with LeafGuard brand eavestroughs
- Lifetime Clog-Free Warranty
- No need to climb ladders any
 more 
- Keeps rainwater running freely
and safely away from your home
- Eliminate threat of leaks and
 water damage
- Prevent growth of mould and 
rotting wood

   $4.00???That‛s Nuts!!!

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

(1000794337)(1000857311) (1000694314) (1000694323) (1000694311)(1000711783) (1000694323)(1000710663)

5-pack

tAvailable only where permitted to use. Check your municipal government website for details. ‡Valid until Wednesday, April 27, 2016. Receive a free RIDGID® 18V Hyper Drive 18‑Gauge Brad Nailer – Bare Tool (1000857311) when you purchase a 5‑Piece RIDGID® 
GEN5X™ 18V Lithium‑Ion Cordless Combo Kit (1000837744) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1 ‡‡Valid until Saturday, April 30, 2016. Receive a free DEWALT® 20V Max Lithium‑Ion Cordless Reciprocating Saw 
(1000710663), 20V Max Lithium‑Ion Cordless 6‑1/2" Circular Saw (1000711783), or a 20V Max Lithium‑Ion Cordless Oscillating Multi‑Tool (1000794337) when you purchase a DEWALT® 20V Brushless Compact Hammerdrill and Impact Driver Kit (1000657941) 
with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1 ‡‡‡Valid until Saturday, April 30, 2016. Receive a free MILWAuKEE® M18™ Bare Tool (1000694314, 1000694323 or 1000694311) when you purchase select MILWAuKEE® M18™ 
Cordless Lithium‑Ion Combo Kits (1000706303 or 1000847699) with in‑store coupon. Selection and price may vary by store. See page 7 for details.1 
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Easter Lily • 6" pot (1000112620) 
While quantities last.

$498
each/WAS $5.98

5‑Pack 2‑Ply  
Yard Waste Bagst 
(1000417216)

$228

SCOTTS® Turf Builder®  
Weed Prevent • 9.1kg  

• Covers 1,000 sq. ft.  

(1000547412)

WINDEX® Outdoor 
Window & Surface 
Sprayer • 950mL  

• Concentrated spray  

for use with garden  

hose (1000100816)

$998

TORO® Personal Pace® Lawn Mower 
with SmartStow™ (1000854844)

$598

AMERICAN STANDARD 
Optum™ VorMax™ Right 
Height Elongated 4.8L 
Complete Toilet  
(1000822215)

$339
EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
Kole 19" Vanity with  
Square China Sink  
• High Gloss White fnish  

• 19‑1/2"W x 9‑7/8"D x  

34‑5/8"H (1000660633)

Faucet sold separately. 

available online, Special  

Order and in select stores. 

CHAMBERLAIN® 1/2 HP MyQ®  
Chain Drive Garage Door Opener  
• Smart device control capability  

(1000803308)

NOW
$199 EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot

HAMPTON BAY® Ocean City 3‑Piece  
Woven Bistro Set • Smoked glass side  

table • Stackable chairs (1000846655)

While quantities last.

5‑Piece RIDGID® GEN5X™ 18V Lithium‑Ion 
Cordless Combo Kit (1000837744)

$579
MILWAUKEE® M18™ Cordless 
Lithium‑Ion Combo Kit 
(1000706303) While quantities last.

$299

SAVE $1

NOW
$2966

WAS 
$249

WAS $34.98

$148

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
DEWALT® 20V Brushless Compact 
Hammerdrill and Impact Driver Kit (1000657941)

$359

$249

PHILIPS 50W Equivalent  
GU10 LED Dimmable Light Bulb  
• Bright White, 3,000K (1000744311)

NOW
$1097

WAS $11.97

ONE WEEK 
ONLY
Thursday, 
March 17 
to Wednesday, 
March 23, 2016

OR10%
OFF

# 

NO MINIMUM
PURCHASE

NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 
18 MONTHS*

on single-receipt, in-store purchases of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 
new or existing Home Depot® consumer credit card† from Thursday, March 17 to 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016. payments required. no annual fees. Maximum discount 
on the 10% off offer is $300 (before taxes). certain restrictions and exclusions apply to the 
10% off offer and important terms and conditions apply to both offers. see page 7 for details.

u �Valid Thursday, March 17 to  
Wednesday, March 23, 2016,  
unless otherwise noted.

PAINT EVENT
THIS WEEK ONLY

Thursday, March 17 to Wednesday, March 23, 2016

Buy 1 CAN (3.78L)  

aND RECEIVE

Buy 1 PAIL (18.9L)  

aND RECEIVE

$25
t

$7
t

OR
by mail‑in or online rebate when you purchase

selecT BeHR
®
 oR cIl

®
 InTeRIoR paInT oR  

pRIMeR oR RalpH lauRen
®
 InTeRIoR paInT

2 YR
Warranty

FREE
‡

RIDGID® 18V HypeR 
DRIVe 18-GauGe BRaD 
naIleR – BaRe Tool 
($299 value) 

FREE
‡‡

youR cHoIce DeWalT®  
BaRe Tool (up to $179 value) 

WITH 
puRcHase

FREE
‡‡‡

youR cHoIce MIlWauKee®  
M18™ BaRe Tool (up to $149 value)

WITH 
puRcHase

WITH 
puRcHase

4 plus 
blooms

t
Off our regular prices. Submit your rebate online at homedepot.ca/rebates or pick up in‑store and mail in. Rebates will be in the form of a cheque sent via mail.  

Offer valid on select 3.78L cans or 18.9L pails of select BEHR® or CIL® Interior Paint or Primer or Ralph Lauren Interior Paint. Selection and price may vary by store.  
See page 7 for details.1

daylight  
and soft white  

also  
available

fold, lock  
and store

GET THIS
INSTALLED

 
$109

see below  

    for details.tt

ttBasic garage door opener installation. Includes installation of new garage door opener, keyless entry, push buttons, wall controls and outside key lock. Includes removal of existing opener, if necessary. One‑year warranty on labour.

More products 
available online 
homedepot.ca

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

Easter Bunny set to hit trail and hop back to Aurora
By Brock Weir

You might wonder where the Easter 
Bunny gets the energy to visit so many 
homes on Easter weekend to cleverly 
hide his chocolate treats for kids of  all 
ages to hunt and find. Well, if  you ask 
the dude himself, he gets his energy 
right here in Aurora. 

As he prepares to come out of  his 
burrow to preside over the Town’s 
annual Easter Egg Hunt next Saturday, 
March 26, he says he always leaves the 
event “raring to go”, thanks in no small 
part to the energy of  the crowds and a 
few cookies slipped to him by local Girl 
Guides, who are volunteering at this 
year’s event.

The Auroran caught up with the 
Easter Bunny as wristbands for the 
party, which much be purchased in 
advance, went on sale at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex and Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex.

The Auroran: What is it about the 
Aurora event that is such a draw for 

you?
Easter Bunny: Many of  the events 

I have been to are all focused on a 
particular hunt and getting as much 
chocolate as possible. I really like the 
way this event is organized because 
everybody is getting an equitable goodie 
bag at the end. But, the emphasis isn’t 
just on the hunt because there are over 
12 activities, so kids get to go from one 
to the next. This enables me to interact 
with the kids for longer periods of  time 
and do photos. It is a much more relaxed 
setting because there is more to Easter 
than that one hunt.

TA: You often leave eggs when 
children are asleep for them to find in 
the morning. What’s it like to see the 
event unfold?

EB: Technically, when you see them 
sleeping on Easter Eve, their eyes are 
closed and at the event their eyes are 
always down scouring. It is ironic I 
don’t get to see any of  their eyes up at 
me until they actually interact with me. 
The one thing I do like is that all the 
kids at Aurora’s Easter Egg Hunt aren’t 
shoving,

TA: Outside of  the hunt and the 
interaction, what are you most looking 
forward to?

EB: From what I am hearing, there 
is going to be a baby boom there with 
live baby chicks and live baby bunnies 
on display as well. I think some of  my 
presence might be outshone by some 
of  the baby chicks. I don’t know if  you 
have seen baby chicks lately, but they 
are so adorable!

TA: Are the baby bunnies yours?
EB: Well, we rabbits have a very 

strong kinship. The rabbits that will 
be coming to this event are velveteen 
rabbits, which are a very rare but 
special rabbit because their fur feels 
like cashmere and velvet at the same 
time. Although my fur is not like that, 
I do like that kids get to see different 
types of  rabbits versus my line.

TA: What’s going on inside to keep 
the attendees happy and well fed?

EB: Aurora is such a special 
community and, of  course, there are 
many groups involved in this event. 
The Optimist Club of  Aurora is putting 
on a pancake breakfast. I haven’t tasted 
them myself, but I hear their pancakes 
are egg shaped and the Optimists 
themselves get into the whole theme 
dressed in bunny ears. It is nice to 
see the adults engaged in this activity 
because not only did I personally leave 
them treats 30-or-so years ago, I now get 

to see them spreading the magic and the 
fun.

TA: What kind of  feedback do you get 
from some of  the people you left treats 
for many years ago, who return with 
their own kids?

EB: A lot of  parents are constantly 
wowed that there are a lot of  activities 
to do, or they haven’t finished a lot of  
the activities and then, of  course, they 
run into me and I call it the paparazzi 
because of  all the photos being 
taken. I have yet on record to meet a 
disappointed parent!

TA: So, with such a busy Saturday 
how to you keep your energy level up 
for the busy night ahead?

EB: By the time this event is over, I 
am raring to go. This event just gets me 
fully ready for Easter Eve! In the goodie 
bags this year, there is a brand new 
feature called a ‘Bunny Beacon.’ All the 
children are going to be given the tools 
to be able to make their own egg bright 
on Easter Eve so when they place it on 
their doorstep, I can see them from far 
away. I am really excited to see all these 
glowing eggs on Easter Eve which will 
also remind me which children were at 
Aurora’s Easter Egg Hunt! 

The Easter Bunny, pictured above with a local  
family at last year’s festivities, is a regular visitor  
to the annual Easter Egg Hunt. 

Auroran photo by david Falconer

FARM FRESH 
TURKEYS

905-727-0023
16225 Jane St., KettlebyOrder

Today!

14 TO 19 LBS.
$3.40 per pound

Available for pick-up
      Mar. 24 ~ 12 noon - 6pm

    Saturday, 26 ~ 9am - 4pm

ROUND THE BEND FARM

for Easter!
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Advertorial

 If  you suffer from Plantar Fasciitis 
you should be aware that a new technol-
ogy is now available creating a solution 
to help those suffering with this condi-
tion. 

 
This condition can create symptoms 

of  pain and stiffness in the bottom of  
the heel, although some experience 
pain at the bottom mid-foot area. It  
usually affects just one foot, but it 
can affect both feet. Some people  
describe the pain as dull, while others  
experience a sharp pain, while some 
feel a burning or ache on the bottom 
of  the foot extending outward from the 
heel.

The track record of  common  
treatments such as anti-inflamma-
tory drugs, corticosteroid injections 
and night splints have not been as  
effective as sufferers require,  
leaving them to continually search for  
non-drug, non-surgical treatments that 
are safe and effective. 

 
Of  major concern is that many pa-

tients continue to be plagued by pain  
despite repeated visits to their  
doctor. You can develop chronic heel 
pain if  you ignore the condition. This 
can change the way you walk and cause 
injury to your legs, knees, hips and 
back.      

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 
lives dramatically: Laser therapy uses 
light to favor and accelerate the body’s  
natural healing processes. The innova-
tive Multi-wave Locked System (MLS) 
Laser produces a safe, efficient and  
simultaneous effect on pain, inflam-
mation, swelling and scar tissue  
formation, exceeding the limits of  
 traditional LLLT (Low power) and  
concerns of  HP (High power) laser  
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a 90-95% 
relief  of  their symptoms, more mobil-
ity, increased flexibility and vastly im-
proved function!

It is the very latest in medical tech-
nology, with years of  clinical studies 
supporting its safety and efficacy, and 
we are very proud to offer our patients 
effective solutions to their recent or 
chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and high-
ly effective approach has helped many   
sufferers improve  their lives dramati-
cally”.

Come in and allow us to help you 
achieve the results you deserve!  

Call (905) 773-2225 to book your FREE 
consultation and examination at King 
West Wellness Centre 141 King Rd., Unit 
10, Richmond Hill (In the Home Hard-
ware Plaza)

Advanced Technology  
Healing Plantar Fasciitis 

Our patients have reported a 
 90-95% relief of their symptoms,  
more mobility, increased flexibility and 

vastly improved function!

Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors
Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors

Aurora Law ChambersAurora Law Chambers
Sorley & Still, still serving you after 25 years in business. 

We are AuroraFamilyLaw.com 
Conveniently located on Yonge Street in the 

AurorA LAw ChAmbers buiLding 
at 15064 Yonge street Aurora

905-726-9956

made arguments we were going to use 
it for municipal purposes, so we need 
to honour what we said. The decision 
for Mavrinac Park was made long ago 
when Council as a whole said we were 
going to exercise our right of  first refusal 
and acquire it. Once Council made that 
choice, [that was the decision]. We’re not 
going to sell it off  and flip it. That ship 
has sailed.”

The ship, however, was still at the dock 
from the perspective of  Mayor Geoff  
Dawe and Councillor Paul Pirri who 
provided the two votes against the plan. 
Speaking against the issue, Mayor Dawe 
said “municipal purposes” is a catch-all 
term.

“There are a number of  elements I 
think would fit municipal purposes and 
certainly a park is a major component of  
that,” said Mayor Dawe, noting affordable 
housing could also be considered a 
municipal purpose, while also drawing 
attention to the York Catholic District 
School Board whose decision not to 
build a school on the site, as originally 
planned, led to the Town having to 
exercise its right of  first refusal. “I have 
never seen the school board taken to task 
on that particular issue. We obviously 
do not have a good working relationship 
with the Board. If  I was a taxpayer in the 
Separate Board, I would be really ticked. 
They just walked away from a substantial 
amount of  money.”

This “substantial amount of  money” 
was a primary reason Councillor Pirri 
said he had to vote against turning the 
land into a park rather than selling it 
to reinvest elsewhere. Aurora, he said, 
has spent $2 million to secure the land 
but, if  sold, could realise $6 million for 
municipal purposes when one factors in 
the site could accommodate 128 housing 
units. 

“Overall, when we look at this site, 
it is very well-serviced as a whole,” he 
said. “Maybe not today, maybe not right 
now, but when you factor in the [180 
acre wildlife park] that is going to be put 
in 150 metres from the site…it doesn’t 
make sense to me. When you look at 

Smart Growth throughout the whole 
community, in my opinion, we are not 
looking at just today, we’re looking at 
five or 10 years in the future. This isn’t a 
decision that looks smart to me five to 10 
years down the road. This, in my opinion, 
is the wrong decision to be making.

“I wouldn’t feel right if  I didn’t do 
what I thought was right. I will commit 
to Council that I am not going to ring this 
over your head for the next three years 
because I do think there is a time to move 
on. I do think when we’re talking about 
what to put in the park once a decision 
has been made to have a park, and I hope 
I can have some positive contributions to 
that, but at this point right now I disagree 
vehemently with a park in this location 
so, in my view, this is the time I have to 
voice that.”

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Tom Mrakas, however, Councillor 
Pirri’s view didn’t hold water. Posing 
a hypothetical situation to Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, he questioned whether the 
Town’s next step would be to sell off  
Summit Park, a large chunk of  land 
in an area otherwise well-serviced by 
parkland. 

“We bought this for municipal 
purposes and that is what we should be 
using it for,” said Councillor Mrakas. 
“If  we’re going to start talking about 
whether areas are over-serviced, we need 
to look around the whole Town and start 
selling off  green space and putting that 
money [away]. If  we’re just going to be 
about dollars and cents like a business, 
then let’s start looking at it in dollars and 
cents like a business and start selling off  
properties we don’t need because we’re 
over-serviced, let’s pocket that money 
and look to other areas that are not 
serviced well enough right now.

“To me, that is a foolish idea to look 
at. This is green space, we should keep it 
green space. That’s what we bought it for. 
That’s what we spent the money for, and 
that’s why we should keep it and that’s 
what the residents want. That’s what the 
vision is for and that is what we’re here 
to do.”

Mavrinac decision could have 
impact for years to come,  
says Pirri

  Briefly

If market volatility is making you second-guess your 
investments, contact us today for a free, objective evaluation 
of your portfolio. 

An unbiased review can help you answer key questions, 
including:

■■ Is your portolio on the right track?

■■ Are you taking too much risk?

■■ Which investments are likely to recover – and which  
ones aren’t?

Call today for your free second opinion service.

ExlEr WEalth ManagEMEnt group 
of rBC DoMinion SECuritiES
 
John ExlEr, Cfp, CiM

Associate Portfolio Manager 
905-841-5771 
john.exler@rbc.com

EilEEn VarDon, pfp

Associate Investment Advisor 
905-841-8140 
eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Get a professional second opinion on your portfolio

Questioning
Your investments?

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. 2016 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 16_90409_JHN_001 

Is your portfolio on the right track?

MIdGET EXpRESS ARE OMHA CHAMpS
The York Simcoe Express came out on top as the most elite Minor Midget squad in Ontario hockey last 

weekend, cruising to victory at the OMHA AAA Championship in Clarington.
The Express, who play their home games out of  St. Andrew’s College’s LaBrier Arena, went a perfect 5 – 0 in 

the tournament to capture the prestigious championship. With the win, the Express have qualified for the OHL 
Cup along with the second-place Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs, third-place Barrie Colts and fourth-place Southern 
Tier Admirals. The tournament works as a showcase for those entering their junior years, representing the top 
talent in the province this weekend in Toronto. For more, visit www.theauroran.com.
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April 15  8 pm concert May 6  8pm concert

Music 
at the Aurora 

Cultural Centre

For tickets/info: 905 713-1818

Generously sponsored byGenerously sponsored by
Bonnie & Norbert Kraft

Music & Events
De Temps Antan
Time-honoured 
‘trad’ music from 
Québec, with a 
contemporary dose 
of joie de vivre!

auroraculturalcentre.ca  | 22 Church Street, Aurora
HST applicable on all tickets - CD’s available

April 1 8 pm concert
John Sheard presents
The American 
Songbook 
From Hoagy 
to Berlin to Gershwin...
Classics - all of them

$25 Advance | $30 Day of Concert | Cash Bar

Great Artist Music 
Series presents
The Brasil 
Guitar Duo 
Acoustic Artistry

$28 Senior/Student | $34 Adult $28 Advance | $32 Day of Concert | Cash Bar

With special guests 
Reid Jamieson 
and Michael Louis Johnson

THE AURORAN   ARTS & CULTURE

BEST
MODEL
HOME
Castel Homes, Allure 

at the Gates of Aurora, 
“The Gardner” 

– RN Design, Lancier 
Marketing & Design.

For a Private Appointment 

Call: 905-738-9779

Limited Lots Remaining in Aurora

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Complimentary 

Valet Parking 

Friday & Saturday
Friday, March 11 ~ Billik

Saturday, March 12 ~ Billik
Thursday, March 17 ~ The Lovies

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Irish Breakfast and Foods from 11am 

St. Patrick’s Day
Join us for

Thursday, March 17 all day in the Hunt Pub.

Lots of great giveaways and prizes.
Live Band & DJ

Celebrate Easter

Trinity Anglican Church Aurora
79 Victoria St. Aurora

(905) 727-6101 • www.trinityaurora.ca

March 20, Palm Sunday, 8am, 9:15am & 11:15am
March 24, Maundy �ursday 7:30pm
March 25, Good Friday 10am
(Includes children’s program)

March 27, Easter Sunday
8am, 9:15am & 11:15am

are often left raising their 
grandchildren, orphaned by the AIDS 
pandemic, and struggling to make ends 
meet.

Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
aims to raise money for the women 
overseas in a variety of  ways and this 
money goes towards several initiatives 
including education and grants to 
enable grandmothers to become 
empowered members of  their local 
communities and economies.

“We just had International Women’s 
Day and one of  the big things is 
education,” says GranAurora member 
Sharon Willan. “The education of  
women is extremely important because 
with every year of  education a woman 
gets, she is able to have more skills. 
If  she gets married, her children are 
healthier, there is less infant mortality, 
they are able to do these entrepreneurial 
businesses, and it helps the economy 
of  the country. I think women in sub-
Saharan Africa are really looking at 
those kinds of  things and saying, ‘We 
have the brains, the minds, the ideas, 
and the creativity to do these kinds of  
things,’ and it gives them the impetus 
to do that.”

Fellow member Geri Adam agrees, 
noting the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
has created an atmosphere of  
empowerment. 

“They come together as a group 
and are strong women,” she says. 
“[Now] they are not so isolated, they 
feel empowered and are doing a lot. 
The Foundation asked [the African 
grandmothers] what they wanted, 
what they needed and how they would 
use the money. They have to present a 
plan and they check in later to make 
sure things are going well. If  it is going 
well, they get more money. It creates 
independence and it creates a feeling of  
pride in what they are doing.”

Perhaps the most important thing, 
notes members Lenore Pressley and 

Kate Whittingham, is that the money 
going towards these women does not go 
through governments. All the money, 
she says, goes where it is needed and 
the results are clear. But, there is a 
role for government; with this sense 
of  empowerment, the grandmothers in 
the impacted nations are lobbying their 
local seats of  power for their rights.

“That’s the real problem,” says Ms. 
Willan. “It’s the fact that if  the husband 
dies, the woman loses her property and 
very often is out on the street with 
the children. They are lobbying the 
government so that the inheritance will 
come to the children so they can take 
care of  the children.”

Over the years, Gran Aurora, which 
was founded in the basement of  the 
former home of  the Aurora United 
Church, has worked hard to gain a 
presence in the community, and ever-
present at a number of  community 
events, particularly craft shows and 
bazaars where their traditional African 
crafts have garnered a following, they 
have raised over $80,000 for the charity.

With their upcoming author talk, 
which will be held at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre, they hope their 
message reaches new audiences.

“What I want people to take away 
is how amazing these women are, 
these grandmothers who are suddenly 
plunked with these grandchildren,” 
says Ms. Adam. “They have very little 
support from their own governments 
and the way they adapt, if  they are just 
given some support, is amazing. A lot 
of  people have no idea what is going on 
over there.”

Adds Ms. Willam: “We hope to do 
ourselves out of  a job, they will be so 
empowered!”

Tickets for the March 29 event are 
$20 and are available for purchase by 
calling Cathy Gross at 905-727-1638 or 
Ms. Willan at 905-773-2823. Doors open 
at 6.45. 

Author Terry Fallis joins GranAurora to raise awareness of African grandmothers
By Brock Weir

When life gets tough, sometimes all 
you can do is laugh.

If  you’re in Aurora on March 29, 
however, you can laugh and make 
a difference in the lives of  those 
considerably tougher than your 
average Canadian when GranAurora 
joins forces with award-winning author 
Terry Fallis to raise awareness of  the 
plight facing grandmothers in sub-
Saharan Africa. 

Mr. Fallis, a two-time recipient of  

the Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal 
for Humour will join GranAurora, 
the local branch of  Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers, an initiative of  the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation, for an 
evening of  laughs and a chance to 
introduce people in the community to 
the work they do.

Founded by Mr. Lewis, Grandmothers 
to Grandmothers, aims to partner 
grandmothers in sub-Saharan Africa 
with their Canadian counterparts 
in an exchange of  support and  
understanding. These grandmothers 

GRANDMOTHERS AND GRAND-OTHER: Members of Gran Aurora are pictured here outside the Aurora 
Cultural Centre with Terry Fallis’ book Poles Apart, ahead of their March 29 event with the author. From 
left: Geri Adam, Kate Whittingham, Lenore Pressley, and Sharon Willan.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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• Enjoy EGG-citing   
 activities including  
 an egg hunt, face   
 painting, easter   
 games, craft making 
 and more!

• See adorable 
 live bunnies and 
 baby chicks!

• Wristbands must  
 be purchased   
 in advance at the  
 Stronach Aurora   
 Recreation Complex  
 or at the Aurora   
 Family Leisure   
 Complex. Please note,  
 wristbands will not 
 be sold at the event. 

• Wristbands cost $5  
 per child. Children 
 12 and under are   
 welcome to participate. 
 Parents are free!

• Pancake breakfast  
 offered by the   
 Aurora Seniors’   
 Association and   
 the Optimist Club of 
 Aurora. Please note,  
 a nominal fee applies.

PLEASE NOTE, WE RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO CANCEL, AMEND 
OR CHANGE ACTIVITIES.

Saturday, 
March 26, 2016

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

(90 John West Way)

Aurora 
Seniors’ 
Centre SARC
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In Partnership with:

For more information, please 
call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.aurora.ca/easteregghunt 

Proudly Sponsored by:

#AuroraEggHunt
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905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 3 (Broad)  12/19/13  10:54 AM  Page 1
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SPORTS 

MARCH 
BREAK 

Make Memories at

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

March 14th 
to 18th

 $360 +HST 
 Only 12 spots available

•  Campers ride twice a day 
    for an hour each time
•  Learn stable management
•  Fun games  and activities
•  Arts and crafts
•  Before and after care 
    available.

Riding 
CAMP

with new life, having taken Game 3 on 
Wednesday to cut the series deficit to 
2 – 1.

Friday’s crowd of  almost 500 fans 
at the Aurora Community Centre 
watched Josh Boyko put up another 
fantastic performance between the 
pipes, stopping 26 of  the 27 shots he 
faced while cruising to a 5 – 1 victory.

Wellington retook the series lead 
in their own home barn on Sunday, 
squeaking out a 4 – 3 win and the first 
chance of  advancing the following day.

Scoring 13 goals over the past 
three games seemed to signal a re-
energized Tigers heading to Game 6, 
whose offence has struggled since the 

beginning of  the New Year and has 
relied heavily on steady goaltending. 
Fans of  both sides, packing the ACC 
to the rafters, were given quite an 
offensive show in Game 6.

Noah Delmas opened the scoring 
for the Tigers just three minutes in 
on the powerplay, allowing the Dukes’ 
starting goaltender, Olivier Lafreniere, 
to make only three of  four stops before 
leaving the game with injury.

He was replaced by Sam Tanguay, 
who was seeing his second action in 
two nights.

The lead was short lived, as 
Wellington stormed back with three 
goals in just over a minute to take a 
3 – 1 lead of  their own. The Aurora 
coaching staff  kept faith in their 
starter, allowing Boyko to settle in for 
the rest of  the period as the Tigers 
added two more goals of  their own, 
off  the sticks of  Liam Neuman and 
Spencer Herbst, to tie the game at 
three after twenty minutes.

Neuman scored two minutes into 
the second on a scrambled play in front 
of  the Wellington net, countered by a 
centering pass sneaking through the 
pads of  Boyko shortly after. Wellington 
regained a 5 – 4 lead, and took it to the 
second intermission, when a tipped 
puck found the five-hole of  Boyko.

Evan Kearns scored his third of  
the playoffs in the final frame after a 
few rebound whacks, a 5 – 5 score that 
held up to bring the do-or-die game to 
sudden-death overtime.

Power went out in the ACC during 

play late in the first extra period, and 
when the lights flipped back on a few 
minutes later, it seemed to be a fitting 
foreshadow as Ben Sokay buried his 
fourth of  the night past Boyko to 
shut off  the lights on another Tigers 
season.

Neuman, though outshone by 
the winning side’s Sokay and both 
goaltenders who made over 40 saves 
apiece, quietly contributed on every 
home goal of  the night, notching three 
assists to go with his two goals.

Following the game, support for the 
Tigers came pouring in.

Aurora Mayor Geoff  Dawe, who took 
in the game at the rink, congratulated 
the Dukes on their win as well as the 
Tigers for an exciting season.

Luca Fantino, one of  many minor 
hockey players who came out in droves 
this postseason with his friends and 
parents, said it was the most exciting 
hockey he had ever seen.

“The kids are so happy to be 
here,” said Luca’s father Daniel. 
“Unfortunately that’s it, but we had 
kids all season who were talking 
about the Tigers in the dressing room, 
outside of  hockey too.”

The Tigers bow out in the first 
round of  the OJHL playoffs for the 
first time since 2013. The fourth-
seeded Dukes will move on to face the 
first-ranked Trenton Golden Hawks 
in the conference semifinals, while 
the second-seeded Markham Royals 
will face the third-seeded Kingston 
Voyageurs.

Tigers bow out on first round – the first time since ‘13

MVP Rettie earns a handful of hardware for senior Jays
By Jake Courtepatte

It may not be the hardware he 
and the rest of  the Aurora Jays were 
hoping for, but Ian Rettie’s trophy case 
got a little fuller over the weekend.

The individual awards for the 
2015 North Dufferin Baseball League 
season were handed out at Sunday’s 
annual general meeting, held at the 
Lisle Royal Canadian Legion. Rettie 
was the recipient of  five offensive 

awards, four of  which he earned 
automatically through an impressive 
stat line and one of  which was voted 
on by his peers.

A breakout year for Rettie saw 
him lead the 14-team league in each 
offensive category. His ability to reach 
base was highlighted by an incredible 
.603 hitting percentage and reached 
base almost seven of  every ten at-bats. 

Rettie’s eight home runs through 
twenty games just edged out Jeff  
Shilling of  the Midland Indians and 
Stephen Warden of  the Clearview 
Orioles, scoring a total of  33 runs over 
the season, a lead he shared with his 
teammate Chris Fafalios.

His top honour of  the evening was 
certainly being named the league’s 
Most Valuable Player, chosen over 

nominees Todd Gowan of  the New 
Lowell Knights and Brad Grieveson 
of  the Ivy Leafs, staples on the mound 
for their respective squads.

Fafalios was also honoured as the 
MVP for Team East in last July’s All-
Star game in Midland.

At the junior level, Aurora’s Jordan 
Knight scored the most runs in the 
2015 season, while Carter Chapley 
was a finalist for the trophy for best 
pitcher.

The North Dufferin league offers a 
junior and senior division with teams 
from Dufferin and Simcoe Counties 
and York and Peel Regions. The 
second-place Jays were on the wrong 
end of  a surprising upset in the 2015 
postseason, knocked out in four games 
by the seventh-place Orangeville 

Giants.
The Knights defeated the Leafs in 

six games to win the Strother Cup in 
late September.

The 2016 season will get underway 
in early May. For more information, 
visit www.ndbl.ca.

Ian Rettie of the Aurora Jays was the big win-
ner at the North Dufferin Baseball League’s 2015 
awards ceremony, earning five awards in offensive  
categories.              Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Defenseman Kyle Locke reacts to the Aurora Tigers’ OT loss to the Wellington Dukes in Game 6 of the 
OJHL conference quarterfinals.                            Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Aurora student is queen of the 
water at OFSAA

By Jake Courtepatte

Brooklyn Wodehouse entered the 2016 
OFSAA swimming competition looking 
to improve on her breaststroke bronze 
medal the previous year, and promptly 
upgraded to gold.

She is only in Grade 10.
The Pickering College sophomore 

from Aurora was one of  only two 
students to represent the school at the 
provincial high school championships 
in Windsor last week, pairing her gold in 
the 50m breaststroke with a silver in the 
100m individual medley.

To qualify for OFSAA, a swimmer has 
to finish their CISAA competition under 
the qualifying time.

Not only did Wodehouse accomplish 
that task, she had the lowest time to do so.

It comes as no surprise that 
Wodehouse finds her strongest suit to be 
the breaststroke. 

“I guess it’s just something I was 
naturally good at,” said Wodehouse. “I 
enjoy it the most.”

On the other end of  the scale, she 
admits the backstroke to being her weak 
point, if  any. 

“In my medley, it was the one stroke 
that I fell behind on.”

But medaling twice in one event 
remains quite an accomplishment for 
the athlete that spent eleven years doing 
synchronized swimming.

“I got most of  my swimming 
experience through synchro,” said 
Wodehouse, who gave it up in Grade 8. “I 
had never swam competitively in speed 
swimming before.”

How does one get into synchronized 
swimming? Wodehouse started at the 
ripe age of  four, after a suggestion from 
her older sister’s coach.

“My mom said, ‘she can’t even swim 
yet,’ but I started when I was four, 
wearing my life jacket.”

A hip injury forced her to make the 
switch to speed swimming on doctor’s 
advice.

Entering last week’s competition, 
Wodehouse said it was a lot more serious 
the second time around.

“This year’s even felt a lot larger 
than last years, like I had something to 
accomplish. Compared to CISAA, it was 
a lot more intense, and everyone just felt 
a lot more serious.”

Outside of  competitive swimming, 
Wodehouse remains in the water. She is 
also a competitive kayaker, and left on 
Sunday for an international competition 
and training camp in Florida.

“It’s something I love to do on the side, 

and I hope I’ll always be able to swim.”
Matthew McGill, a Grade 11 student, 

placed fifth in his 200m individual medley 
and eleventh in his 200m freestyle event at 
OFSAA, as he went up against swimmers 
going to Olympic trials.

Grade 10 swimmer Brooklyn Wodehouse, Pickering College swim team coach Lindsey Rife, and Grade 11 
swimmer Matthew McGill.                                       photo by Naomi Cote
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I need to 
be alone

Plastic bags do not belong in your blue box.  
Newspaper should go in your blue box, but please remove the plastic sleeve first.  
Leaving it on prevents the newspaper from being recycled. The plastic sleeve  
should be reused or go in the garbage. 
For more information on what can go in your blue box,  
please visit york.ca/bluebox or call 1-866-665-6752

BETTER BLUE STARTS WITH YOU
Space provided through a partnership  

between industry and Ontario municipalities  
to support waste diversion programs.

Andy Sampogna, chair of the Aurora Farmers’ Market, was joined at last Saturday’s indoor market at the 
Aurora Armoury by Julie, and Jan of Jan’s Country Pantry. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Farmers’ Market awaits word on location for 
outdoor season

By Brock Weir

Saturday shoppers descended on the 
Aurora Armouries this past weekend 
for the final indoor installment of  the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market for the 2015 – 
2016 season.

The large doors were thrown open 
to take advantage of  the warmer-than-
seasonal sunny weather, and larger-than-
usual numbers of  customers were there 
to take advantage of  some local deals. 

However, the Market is now awaiting 
word from the Town over their plans for 
the upcoming year.

As The Auroran reported last week, 
the Market is looking for a significant 
change to their layout this spring ahead 
of  the anticipated move-in of  residents 
to the Wells Street Schoolhouse Lofts. 

While the Market hopes to retain some 
of  their larger-scale vendors on Wells 
Street, they hope to be able to expand 
further into Town Park to maintain the 

Jason K. Allan 

Wills and Estate Law 
Family Law
Real Estate 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

local Saturday tradition that features 
nearly 60 vendors.

“It is an exciting time for us because 
we’re setting up for this year’s season, 
but we are faced with a few challenges,” 
said Market Chair Andy Sampogna, 
who approached Council last week to 
speak in favour of  a motion presented 
by Councillor Sandra Humfryes to move 
the new layout along. “The challenge is 
location. We love the park and we want 
to remain in the park, but we have to 
adjust to the upcoming changes the 
Schoolhouse Lofts will provide.

“We are there 26 Saturdays every year, 
not including our indoor involvement – 
and that is 26 reasons to visit the park 
every summer, spring to fall, and we fill 
the park,” he said. “That park is 4,000 
– 5,000 [people] strong on some of  our 
event days.” 

Underscoring the importance of  
the Market to the Aurora community, 
Mr. Sampogna emphasized its role as a 
gathering place for residents, politicians, 
and service groups to engage with one 
another, as well as being a venue for 
arts and crafts, live music, and even a 
“training ground” for over 350 student 
volunteers that come through the market 

annually. 
But, something has to give.
Moving the market into Town Park in 

its entirety is not an option that will work 
due to some of  the heavy vehicles and 
equipment required each week by some 
of  the vendors, which could damage 
the grass and the land. To this end, they 
propose keeping the “heavy vendors” on 
the east side of  Wells Street with the rest 
moving into Town Park.

“This is the ideal situation for us in 
2016,” he said. “This will be the way we 
approach it in the coming years. I don’t 
see any other way of  doing it. 

“We are a sustainable organization and 
we believe in sustainability. Certainly 
damage to grass or park facilities isn’t 
something we would wish to consider 
and it would happen if  we are completely 
in the park.”

Councillor Humfryes’ motion, which 
was approved by Council, calls on 
staff  to work directly with the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market and Artisan fair as well 
as Council’s liaison with the Market – 
Councillor Humfryes herself  – to develop 
a revised plan and layout for the market 
by the end of  this month.

“Time is of  the essence,” she said. 
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Aurora to get tougher on  
door-to-door sales

By Brock Weir

The Town of  Aurora will work 
together with York Regional Police to 
raise awareness of  issues surrounding 
door-to-door salespeople but while 
Council approved new measures to get 
tougher and more up-to-date on sales, 
enforcement might be at issue.

Last week, Council gave the green light 
to a public information session held in 
conjunction with the YRP to educate the 
public. Coupled with this, Council moved 
to amend existing bylaws to bring them in 
step with 2016 – laws already on the books 
from the 1950s speak to “hawkers” and 
“peddlers”, not recognizing the current 
roles and occupations of  door-to-door-
salespeople – and limiting the hours such 
people can go door-to-door to between 8 
a.m. and 8 p.m. 

“I think this gives the public a little 
bit of  reassurance that if  someone 
shouldn’t be attending after 8 p.m., 
especially seniors who might be reticent 
about going to the door, if  they have any 
concerns about someone coming to their 
door after 8 p.m., they can give us a call,” 
said the Bylaw department at last week’s 
Council meeting. 

But, there is always a “but.”
“It is difficult to enforce any part of  

this bylaw because it is reactive. The 
enforcement might be a difficult thing 
because of  the hours our bylaw officers 
work at this point in time.”

Council began looking at their bylaws 
surrounding door-to-door sales last fall. 
They directed staff  to come back with 

a report on a new bylaw that would 
not only control these sales, but also 
look at solicitation and distribution of  
advertising.

In the report, Techa van Leeuwen, 
Aurora’s Director of  Bylaw Services, said 
her department had not received any 
concerns or complaints from residents, 
but education would enhance the safety 
of  Aurorans.

“Staff  is committed to the wellbeing 
of  Aurora residents and believe the best 
protection and defence to unethical, 
misleading and/or aggressive door-to-
door salespersons is to be educated on 
your rights as a consumer and be aware 
of  suspicious or unwanted activity,” 
she said in her report. “Door-to-door 
sales, solicitation and distribution of  
materials are transient activities. They 
occur at a given property for a period of  
time. Enforcement activities are either 
complaint driven or initiated by an officer 
where it is known that a violation has 
occurred. It will be extremely challenging 
to achieve compliance with a bylaw that 
attempts to regulate transient activities.”

Nevertheless, Council forged ahead 
with the crackdown citing the positive 
benefits of  more stringent rules.

“I think we need to be proactive,” 
said Councillor Tom Mrakas, one of  
the councillors who spurred the report 
in question last fall. “I understand we 
haven’t had any complaints as of  yet, 
but I think we have each individually 
had some complaints that haven’t been 
brought to the Town. I think we need to 
be proactive and put some stuff  in place.” 
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Feds should put up money for National Historic Site: Council
By Brock Weir

Last fall, the new Federal Government 
promised “sunny ways” and now 
Council is looking for the Federal sun 
to shine down on Hillary House with an 
infusion of  public money.

Council approved a notice from 
Councillor Jeff  Thom last week calling 
on Mayor Geoff  Dawe to write a letter 
lobbying Melanie Joly, Minister of  
Canadian Heritage, to earmark federal 
funding for infrastructure upgrades to 
Hillary House and the Koffler Museum 
of  Medicine, the Town’s only National 
Historic Site, and extending that net 
to include Aurora’s two Members of  
Parliament – Newmarket-Aurora MP 
Kyle Peterson and Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill MP Leona Alleslev. 

“Hillary House is recognized by the 
National Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board as one of  Canada’s best examples 
of  Gothic Revival Architecture,” said 
Councillor Thom in his notice of  
motion. “Hillary House is a leading 
example of  a heritage house museum in 
Canada, which combines architectural 
significance and the historic possessions 
of  the many generations of  medical 
doctors who worked and lived there [but] 
is in need of  significant infrastructure 
upgrades in order to pass on this 
irreplaceable piece of  Aurora’s heritage 
to future generations of  Canadians.”

Hillary House National Historic 
Site is currently owned by the Aurora 
Historical Society (AHS). AHS member 
John Greene was on hand to hear 
Council’s decision on the motion, where 

it received widespread support.
“Hillary House is something we all 

treasure in Town, it is a real gemstone 
in the community, and I think everyone 
at Council recognizes this,” said 
Councillor Thom at last week’s meeting. 
“[The motion] recognizes [that we] 
as Councillors have a responsibility 
to lobby members of  higher levels of  
government [and] personally putting it 
in the public sphere is so important. It 
gets the issue talked about within the 
community and it can also spur some 
action that we can tackle on two fronts.

“The current Federal Government, 
during the election, ran on what they 
called ‘social infrastructure’ and they 
would be providing funding for such 
initiatives. They did not provide a hell 
of  a lot of  specifics on that, but they 
did provide to us an indication they 
would be providing in their budgets, 
moving forward, funding on social 
infrastructure. I believe this is in the 
wheelhouse of  social infrastructure and 
it is certainly an important part of  our 
community.”

All avenues, he added, should be 
exhausted to get funding and a “finely 
worded letter” might do the trick, he 
added. While Mayor Dawe said he was 
“more than happy to write the letter”, 
he cautioned the Councillor that this 
wasn’t breaking new ground.

“I will try to be as eloquent as possible, 
but I did this a few times last year with 
the Member of  Parliament at that time, 
as did Councillor Abel, but we didn’t get 
anywhere,” said Mayor Dawe, to which 
Councillor Thom pointed out that this 
is a new government. “That’s true. We 
now have two members representing 
us.”

Whether or not that means that 
following last year’s Federal Election 
has doubled Hillary House’s chances of  
getting some Federal dollars, Council 
appears to hope so.

Councillor Paul Pirri, a representative 
on the Board of  the Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities, suggesting a 
collaboration with Councillor Thom on 
a further notion to push for a “bigger 
scope” from that perspective. 
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By Brock Weir

They don’t yet have Federal funding 
to help throw the biggest party Canada 
has seen since 1967, but there is already 
jostling on who around Council can 
come forward as a party planner.

Tensions erupted at Council this 
month over the unlikely issue of  just 
how many Council members should 
be on the recently-established citizen 
committee struck to first lay the 
groundwork for what the 2017 party to 
mark Canada’s 150th anniversary might 
look like and, should Federal funds be 
approved, to carry the party planning 
over the finish line.

The bone of  contention was the 
recommendation before Council in mid-
February calling for the appointment 
of  the Mayor, plus one other member of  
Council, to sit at the Canada 150 table.  
The brouhaha continued at Council last 
week. 

“We should all participate,” said 
Councillor Jeff  Thom, at Committee.  
“With the Mayor being there as a 
conduit for Council, he can also chair 
the meetings to make sure there is some 
flow. It means we can all participate and 
it can be as inclusive as possible and 
those members of  Council who would 
like to attend meetings and participate 
can.”

This was a view shared by Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe who said the planning 
would benefit by having an additional 
member there so the reporting back to 
Council could be very specific.

In the opposing corner was  
Councillor Tom Mrakas, who said the 
purpose of  striking a community-led 
committee was to “take Councillors 
out of  the equation” and let this 
group function in the same way as the 
Committee which led Aurora’s 150th 
Anniversary celebrations in 2013, with 
no Council involvement. 

“I don’t see how on the one end we had 
people put on a great show, but didn’t 
have anyone [from Council] there,” said 
Councillor Mrakas, whose wife, former 
councillor Alison Collins-Mrakas, 
chaired the 2013 committee, “and on 
the other hand we are saying we need 
someone to be a conduit for the rest of  
Council. Clearly we didn’t [need this] 
before and we didn’t need that conduit, 
and we didn’t need the interference 
from politicians.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, who said the Town’s 
Sesquicentennial Celebrations “Were 
beautifully done without any politicians 
in the mix.”

Councillor Thom, however, said the 
previous Committee benefited from 

having a former council member in the 
mix, someone equipped to chair and 
steer a meeting.

From the perspective of  Mayor Dawe, 
the entire discussion was tinged with 
a bit of  irony: “politicians suggesting 
we shouldn’t be having a politician 
on a committee because it will be too 
political.” This, he said, followed an 
update on this spring’s Community 
Recognition Awards committee, a 
table at which Councillor Mrakas sits, 
and Mayor Dawe questioned, without 
naming the Councillor, whether Council 
should “ask that person” to step down 
from the committee.

This prompted an objection from 
Councillor Mrakas, who said Mayor 
Dawe was insinuating he was “playing 
politics.” 

“I was pointing out that the concept 
we’re suggesting, that some committees 
can have a politician on it, that’s okay, 
and some committees can’t have a 
politician on it because it is too political 
strikes me as ironic and I don’t follow 
that,” replied Mayor Dawe. “I don’t 
agree with that.”

Heated debate continued between 
Mayor Dawe and Councillor Mrakas, 
with Councillors Thom and Paul Pirri 
joining the mix, each weighing in on the 
words of  the other. 

Ultimately, Council voted to just 
appoint the Mayor to the committee.

Politicians question whether too many 
politicians could spoil Canada’s 150th

905-726-4132

April 9 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS StArt:

G2 ROAD
TEST PASS
GUARANTEE!!
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

DECKS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

Commercial 
Residential

FREE Estimate

GoodLife Contracting

Bathrooms

Kitchens

Call/Text 416-655-6065
goodlifecontracting@gmail.com
goodlifecontracting.weebly.com

DECKS - Professional 
Carpenter

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

LA
ND

SC
AP

E
GA

RD
EN
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G

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or
               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Winter 
Promotion

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 
Special

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, NewmarketHVAC
Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 

with today’s highest effi ciency models
up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258

SKYLIGHTS
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635 / 905-898-9185

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

RENO
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THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELp WANTEd

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Reporter  

with a passion for community, sports and news. 
The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  

to cover local sports and community events.

Reporter  
for Local Community Newspaper

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
zach@auroran.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local issues is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local events in the Community.

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial company.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity, with lots of experience to be gained
for the right candidate.

Administrative Assistant and 
Sales/Marketing Support

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
Zach Shoub zach@lpcmedia.ca

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Assistant to the General Manager.
•  Assist and support the Sales Team.
•  Paperwork associated with the advertising ordering and billing process
•  Servicing and communicating with current and perspective clients
•  Day to day banking, bookkeeping and offi ce support
•  Performing needs analysis, developing and implementing sales campaigns
•  Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients
•   The opportunity to work in the advertising sales and marketing department for our 

Newspapers, Billboards, Radio, Flyers, Online and all niche products.
•  All other duties as assigned by the Manager

EXPECTATIONS:
• Great organization and time management skills to effi ciently complete: support, EA and admin duties.
• Willing to work outside the box at a variety of tasks, in an ever-growing entrepreneurial company.
• Possess good oral and written communication skills.
• A positive attitude and care about your clients.
• Sales-driven and interested in building sales portfolio. Growth and results oriented.
•  Willing to learn different facets of the organization,

being independent and a self learning, while also
asking all necessary questions of the manger.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Experience in Microsoft Excel
• Great interpersonal Skills
• Some sales skills preferred but willing to train right candidate.
• Sales Driven
• Must have their own vehicle.
• Willing to work in and around- Aurora and King City. 

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Licensed Insurance Broker, OTL, 
Auto, Home Bus., Caledon

• CSR position, Bolton Paint Mfg., 
$40K

• Admin Position, Bolton, Advanced 
SAP / ERP, Excel, $45K

• Bookkeeper, A/R, A/P,  
Trial Balance, WIP exp. a must

• Assemblers (Mechanical) ………
Bolton $14-15 / hr.

• Heavy Labour ……….. $15-18 / hr
• HVAC Technician G2, ODP,  
313D req’d.

• Welders … All position MIG, Days 
and Afternoon shifts, $17-18 / hr

• CNC Machine Operators,  
Full Time, Bolton—A & N shifts

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

C o n s t r u C -
tion Compa-
ny looking 
for experienced, 
knowledgable, on-
site supervisor for 
the york region 
area. Please email 
resume to: stephe 
n o @ i n t e r c i t y -
realty.com fax: 
9 0 5 - 5 9 7 - 0 4 9 3    
office: 905-597-0227.

EXpEriEnCED 
mEat CuttErs 
and labourers 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
- $16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax: 519-848-
2793.

PART-TIME COOK 
REQUIRED to assist  
seniors. Please call  
Bernice. 905-503-2209 
or Joseph 905-503-
1833.

a Z - D r i v E r s 
WantED @ CAT 
Inc! Steady Year-
Round Miles! Sign-
On Bonus! Long 
Haul Canada/US. 
Monthly/Annual 
Bonuses! Great Pay 
& Benefits! 877-758-
3905

r E g i s t E r E D 
rECEs required 
for local school 
aged child care 
centres in Au-
rora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

i n s t a l l E r / 
HElpEr wanted 
at Lifestyles Oasis. 
Looking for a new 
career? Will train.  
Call 905-726-4349

rEsiDEntial & 
CommErCial 
rEal EstatE 
sErviCEs for Au-
rora & Newmarket  
Liliana Us-
vat 416-708-7454 
Homelife Eagle  
Realty Inc.

OFFICE SpACE 
FOR RENTCAR FOR SALE

SERVICE OpEN HOUSE

oFFiCE spaCE(s) For lEasE 
Great  location in the heart of  down-
town King City, from approx. 100  to 800 
sq. ft. Great exposure,  Contact Rachel  
416-402-4004.  

E u r o p E a n 
ClEaning laDy 
with lots of  experi-
ence and good pric-
es. Will clean your 
house or office. Ref-
erences. Cell: 416-
434-6229.

2013 Dodge Aveng-
er. Great condi-
tion, only 43500 
km, one owner 
$10,000.  Call for  
details: 289-221-
5416

Pickup & 
drop-off available

INCOME
 TAX

Call John: 

647.667.8298  
mistertax.ca/aurora

PERSONAL 
$45

Business, Rental, 
Commission $99

Limited Time Special!

Tax specialist 
since 1988 

THURSdAy, MARCH 17
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents St. Patrick’s Day Free Family Fun from 1 – 4 
p.m. Family art activities throughout the afternoon in 
the Pine Tree Potters’ Activity Room. Enjoy beautiful 
harp music from The Song of  the Nightingale, Kim 
Michele, along with complimentary lemonade and 
cookies. Thanks to generous event sponsor Rafferty & 
Russell Realty for this free family event. Drop in event; 
no registration required. For information, call 905 713-
1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SUNdAy, MARCH 20
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults from 
francophones to beginners looking to put their 
French language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

MONdAy, MARCH 21
Eating Disorders of  York Region’s Riverwalk 

Wellness Centres presents a peer support group for five 
Mondays beginning tonight at 6 – 7 p.m. at 15213 Yonge 
Street, Suite 15, Aurora. We’ll meet each week for an 
open discussion in a non-judgmental environment, to 
share our thoughts, struggles, successes, and strategies. 
We can support one another from the perspective of  
‘being there’ and learn from one another to add to our 
list of  personal recovery tools. The group is for anyone 

who personally identifies with the above and is not 
intended for those who support a family member or 
friend. Cost is $55 (total for 5 weeks).Register online 
at http://www.edoyr.com/support-programs

SUNdAy, ApRIL 3
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults from 
francophones to beginners looking to put their 
French language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

MONdAy, ApRIL 4
The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold their 

Annual General Meeting this evening at Town Hall in 
the Holland Room beginning at 6.30 p.m. with a meet 
and greet. The formal meeting commences at 7 p.m. 
You must be a paid up member in order to vote at the 
meeting. Membership is $20 per year and funds go 
towards planting and maintaining the Arboretum. 

WEdNESdAy, ApRIL 6
The Money Talk$ series continues this evening at 7 

p.m. at the Aurora Public Library with: What it means 
to be a passive investor. This free, informal monthly 
discussion and education group shares unbiased 
knowledge in economics and financial planning. 
Presentation followed by group discussion. For more 
information, contact the Library’s Adult Information 
Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

SUNdAy, ApRIL 17
Partagez le Français! This free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults from 
francophones to beginners looking to put their 
French language conversation skills into action. 
Francophones and stronger speakers are encouraged 
to share their French language skills with less strong 
speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country Style Deli and Bistro 
(14980 Yonge Street). 

SATURdAy, ApRIL 16
Aurora United Church Women are holding a book 

sale at Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street, 
today from 10 a.m. to 2 .m. Choose from a wide selection 
of  second hand adult and children’s books at low 
prices. Stock up on your summer reading!

* * * * 
The York Symphony Orchestra presents the work 

of  Tchaikovsky n some of  his most magnificent 
works. Maestro Denis Mastromonaco has invited the 
celebrated Toronto pianist Jerry Chen to provide some 
of  the fireworks, by performing the Russian master’s 
popular First Piano Concerto with the orchestra. Chen 
started playing the piano at the age of  4 and has studied 
with Nadia Dimovsky, Tanaya Tkachenko and Yaroslav 
Pugach. Jerry has won numerous awards in his piano 
career including top prize at the Canadian National 
Music Competition in both 2012 and 2013, Grand Prize 
at Markham Music Festival, Grand Prize at Peel Music 
Competition, and First Prize at the Toronto Sinfonietta 
Concerto Competition. Concert begins tonight at 8 p.m. 

at Trinity Anglican Church. For tickets, call 416-410-
0860.

SATURdAy, ApRIL 23
The Aurora United Church, one of  three partners 

in the Interfaith Refugee Resettlers Group, welcomes 
the community to hear their the Aurora United Church 
Chancel Choir and Handbell Ensembles for “A Musical 
Journey” raising money for the refugee fund. The 
concert will take place at Trinity Anglican Church 
(799 Victoria Street, Aurora) this evening at 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 and children 10 and under are free. For 
more information, call 905-727-1935.

WEdNESdAy, ApRIL 27
Eating Disorders of  York Region presents Healing 

Emotional Eating: A Workshop for Individuals Coping 
with Eating Disorders and their Families and Friends 
this evening from 7 – 8 p.m. at their Aurora office. 
(15123 Yonge Street, Suite 15). Register online at www.
edoyr.com/support-programs.

SATURdAy, ApRIL 30
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre will hold their annual 

Spring Sale today from 9 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Vendors, 
crafters, white elephant and diamond treasures, books, 
jewelry table, coffee shop and much, much more. 90 
John West Way. For more information, call 905-726-4767. 

To submit your event send details in 100 words or less 
to letters@auroran.com with the subject line “Coming 
Events”.

Saturday 
and Sunday

March 19 & 20
 2-5 pm

( one hour longer than 
the usual times )

111stemmle 
forsalebyowner 

@gmail.com
647-980-4222

111 Stemmle Drive

CARRIERS NEEDED  
FOR THE AURORAN. 

CAll CEPHISE: 
416-505-2770

OPEN 
HOUSE

COMING EVENTS
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Offer valid to eligible retail lessees in Canada who enter into a lease agreement with GM Financial and accept delivery between February 2 and February 29, 2016 of a new or demonstrator 2016 model year Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC model. General Motors of Canada will pay one month’s lease payment or two biweekly lease 
payments as defi ned on the lease agreement (inclusive of taxes and any applicable pro-rata amount normally due at lease delivery as defi ned on the lease agreement). After the fi rst month, lessee will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the lease agreement. PPSA/RDPRM is not due. 
Consumer may be required to pay Dealer Fees. Insurance, license, and applicable taxes not included. Additional conditions and limitations apply. GM Canada reserves the right to modify or terminate this offer at any time without prior notice. Please call or visit HIGHLAND for details.
- See more at: http://www.highlandgm.com

WELLINGTON Aurora

YO
NG

E 
ST

. N

ST. JOHN SIDEROAD

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS

www.highlandgm.com
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Established in 1969, Highland Chevrolet Buick GMC Cadillac has grown to become 
a premier Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadillac auto dealer in the Greater Toronto 
Area. Throughout our tenure we have strived to include the best possible customer 
service with top-notch repair/maintenance work and comprehensive new and used 
car, truck, minivan and SUV inventories.

Marty Murray
Sales representative

Highland
Automotive Professionals

DEPENDABLE.
CAPABLE. 
ADVANCED.

PRECISION WITH 
PURPOSE

GET ANY JOB DONE 

The 2016 GMC Sierra 1500 is a 
precision blend of performance, 
capability and style. The cab structure 
and frame are made of high-strength 
steel that gives it the durability 
and toughness needed to get any 
job done. And updates to the front 
and rear fascia and stunning new 
available LED headlamps, tail lamps 
and fog lamps further its bold, 
head-turning style.

THE NEW FACE OF STRONG
 
Strength. Reliability. Advanced technology. The new 
Chevrolet Silverado 1500 pairs brains with brawn to 
build upon the legacy of long-lasting dependability that 
every Chevy truck is known for. The new 2016 Silverado 
represents the latest in truck innovation from Chevrolet – 
Canada’s fastest growing pickup truck brand of 2015 and 
winner of AJAC Best New Pickup for 2016. 

PRECISION WITH 
PURPOSE
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These are the relationships Michael Croxon, 
President of New Roads Automotive, is look-
ing to maintain and expand as he welcomes 

MacIver Dodge to the New Roads Family.
New Roads, the growing automotive company 

based in Newmarket, acquired the long-standing 
MacIver Dodge on March 1.

Bringing the Chrysler brand under the New Roads 
umbrella is a win-win all around, says Mr. Croxon.

“Chrysler has been on a tremendous roll as of late, 
really since they came out of their bankruptcy pro-
ceedings as GM did in the States,” he says. “I believe 
they are now up to 71 or 72 months of consecutive 
year-over-year growth, which is an impressive statistic.

“The reason they have been on a role is on the 
strength of their product offering and the strength of 
the deals that are surrounding that product offering. 
They have been very aggressive. Their products are 
obviously widespread, but their strength really is in 
the Ram, the Ram pickup truck, their various Jeep 
products and the Chrysler minivan.”

Recently approached by an intermediary on behalf 
of MacIver to explore the possibility of a sale, these 
were all factors Croxon took into consideration when 
exploring the possibilities. 

“I looked at that, I looked at Newmarket and felt 
these were great products for the community and if 
we can put the New Roads name on these products, 
then we think it will be a win for those who are in-

terested in these products in this community, and it 
is a win for us.”

After a week or so at MacIver, Croxon says they are 
in the process of examining the processes they have 
at the dealership, the physical limitations of the exist-
ing dealership, which is situated right across Yonge 
Street from Upper Canada Mall, and getting to know 
all the employees.

“The one thing I can say is Ian nurtured a tre-
mendous group of people who work here and have 
worked here, in a lot of cases, for a very long time,” 
says Croxon. “It is very much a family kind of atmo-
sphere. Everybody loved Ian and Ian quite aggres-
sively loved everybody who worked for him. That is 
something we would like to maintain, notwithstand-
ing the tweaks we will inevitably make to bring the 
place to New Roads standard.”

This is a standard that is being set across York Region.
Just last year, New Roads acquired Dave Wood 

Mazda. Their new show room for their Subaru loca-
tion was opened last summer in Richmond Hill, and 
now they are eyeing expanding their existing service 
operations at their Cadillac showroom also on Yonge 
Street, just north of MacIver. 

“Of course, what we will do with MacIver in short 
order is exciting for both the people who work here 
and, I hope, for the customers here as well,” says 
Croxon. “There is a lot going on from a construction 
standpoint at New Roads for the balance of 2016, and 

then in 2017 we will start construction on our new 
Subaru store in Newmarket.

“We always hope to have an opportunity to look 
at anything automotive, so regardless of brand and 
regardless of location, if it is in the northern 905 we 
at least want to take a look. Some brands are more 
desirable than others from a consumer perspective, 
and that usually drives our decision-making process 
as to whether we will pursue [expansion opportuni-
ties] or not. 

“The reality is if we can increase the New Roads 
presence in Newmarket and the northern 905, we 
think it is strategically a good thing for our organiza-
tion. Unfortunately, the reality today is that we can 
have a customer who is ecstatic with our product 
and ecstatic with the way we have serviced them for 
the duration of their ownership of the product, but 
we can still lose them when they go to trade in their 
vehicle because we do not offer the product that the 
want at that particular time.

“By extending our product line, it gives us the op-
portunity talk to that customer at that time, whether 
it be lease renewal or the time they choose to turn in 
their vehicle and have more offerings to talk to them 
about.

Ian McIver was the Chrysler dealer in Town for 
35+ years and he developed a loyal following and a 
great business. Obviously, he consciously chose to 
sell his business for his reasons and we were fortu-
nate he approached us. We just look forward to con-
tinuing to service both those customers and any new 
customers that are looking for Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, 
Ram product in the future.”

n   WRITTEN BY Brock Weir

For over 35 years, Ian MacIver, a name that has become  
synonymous with Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Ram in York  
Region, worked hard to cultivate long-standing relationships 
with his staff and clients.
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For any car lover who has never been to the In-
ternational AutoShow before, the feeling expe-
rienced when descending upon the show for 

the fi rst time could be described as akin to the one 
any Disney fan gets when crossing under the Disney 
arches in Florida. Excitement, some elation, and the 
knowledge that you’re going to have the opportunity 
to experience the opportunity to view and sit in some 
of the hottest vehicles on the market.

Th is year was impressive — more than 1000 ve-
hicles distributed throughout the 650,000 square foot 
convention centre, highlighting more than 40 new ve-
hicles and concept launches. From the latest in elec-
tric/hybrid cars to the new Tesla Model X, and even 
favourites such as Aston Martin’s, Jaguars and more, 
there was plenty to discover, ogle and dream about.

Have you ever dreamed about sitting inside a 
Porsche, seeing a Lexus RC 350 in person, or having 
the opportunity to see the insides of one of the latest 
Mustangs? Th en the Canadian International Auto-
Show is the place to do it. 

But the show is about so much more than just 
the cars, bringing in big name celebrities like Mayor 
John Tory, Dwane Casey — Head Coach of the To-
ronto Raptors, Verizon IndyCar Series drivers James 
Hinchcliff e and Conor Daly, members of Toronto 
rock and CFL players, as well as Canadian musical 
artist deadmau5, known for his dubstep music. 

One of the biggest showstoppers for the closing 
weekend however, was the appearance of the latest 
Batmobile. Neither a replica nor a simple prop, the 
actual Batmobile used in the upcoming fi lm Batman 
vs Superman: Dawn of Justice, waited to greet attend-
ees of the show. 

According to the show’s producers, the 10-day 
2016 AutoShow was their biggest one yet, setting the 
record for the show’s highest attendance. Th rough-

out this year’s run, the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre opened its doors for 320,651 visitors — the 
highest combined attendance in the show’s history of 
43 years. 

“It was a fantastic year from every perspective,” said 
Jason Campbell, General Manager of the Canadian 
International AutoShow. “From the global and North 
American unveilings to the VIP visits to the top-notch 
displays from manufacturers and other exhibitors, it 
all helped to make this show the draw that it is to at-
tendees from across Canada and beyond.”

Th ere was certainly enough to keep people occu-
pied and delighted. On the lower level of the South 
building attendees had the opportunity to browse a 
number of every-day and luxury vehicles from the 
Jaguar F-Type convertible with its sleek design, to the 
Porsche 919 Hybrid, which rocks a 2.0 litre turbo-
charged v4 engine, as well as Kinetic Energy Recov-
ery systems with a Lithium Ion Battery. 

Each manufacturer had the opportunity to enter 
a contest to win one of their vehicles, as well as op-
portunities to sign up for a test-drive of some of the 
latest models. While some winners were announced 
by the end of the show, most will not be announced 
for another one to six months. 

And if simply checking out the latest vehicles 
wasn’t up your alley, most featured the opportunity to 
climb inside and see how they felt and what features 
they contained. Lexus took it a step further, giving all 
show-goers the opportunity to test-drive one of their 
cars using one of the newest virtual reality technolo-
gies, the Oculus Rift . 

Ford included live tapings as spokespeople high-
lighted some of the newest features in their latest 
models, and there was no shortage of entertainment 
at the Scion fl oor, where attendees were encouraged 
to take a selfi e or post a picture of their favourite 

model to Instagram for the chance to win a prize on 
the spot. 

Also in the south building were a number of spe-
cial demonstrations, including a special Cars & Stars 
exhibit presented by Castrol, where Mississauga-
based company Sekanskin showed off  some of their 
celebrity works and unveiled a new model, complet-
ed during the fi nal weekend of the show. 

Guy Fieri, celebrity chef host of Diners, Drive Ins 
& Dives on the Food Network showcased his classic 
yellow 1969 Chevrolet Corvette in the Cars & Stars 
exhibit, while deadmau5’s Lamborghini Huracan 
drew attention because of his Nyan Cat theme by 
Sekanskin. 

And if that wasn’t enough to keep one entertained, 
the south building also included a live motorcycle 
build by Kreater Custom Motorcycles, along with a 
number of paraphernalia and other projects in the 
Hot Rods and Choppers Exhibit. 

If classic cars are more your thing, Cobble Beach 
presented an incredible collection of cars from the 
last hundred-plus years as part of their Art and the 
Automobile display. 

Aft er heading over to the north building, one was 

greeted with the Manufacturers Floor, where more 
cars were available as both eye-candy and to climb 
into by several name-brand dealers, including Hyun-
dai, Honda and Jeep to name a few. But the real draws 
to the north building came from the exotic interna-
tional car show located on the lower level. Whether 
it was the green and yellow Lotus models that drew 
your attention, the black Aston Martin, or the unveil-
ing of the Tesla Model X, it was clear that part of the 
show was one of the most popular. 

Regardless of what reasoning led people to the show, 
it wouldn’t be a stretch to say there was something there 
for everyone. Th e masterminds behind the annual show 
have announced that based on the 2016 show’s success, 
next year could prove to be even greater.

“We’re extremely happy with the feedback from 
the huge crowds on this fi nal weekend and are al-
ready planning for the 2017 Canadian International 
AutoShow to make it even bigger and better than this 
year,” added Mr. Campbell.

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells

2016 Canadian International AutoShow 
AN IMPRESSIVE EVENT

Last month car lovers, enthusiasts, hobbyists, and those who 
simply enjoy marvelling at automotive beauty, were entertained 
with some of the best vehicles the market has to offer at the 
2016 Canadian International AutoShow. Held at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre, the show lasted just over a week, 
taking over both the North and South buildings with cars of every 
make, model and type one would hope to see.
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

*Finance and lease rates offers through Toyota fi nancial services OAC. See dealer for details.

Now you can earn Aeroplan® Miles when you purchase a 
new Toyota model at Aurora Toyota.
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2016 iM
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2016 Corolla

LEASE OR 
FINANCE FROM

$1500
PLUS CASH 

SAVINGS UP TO

0    %APR

$500 
PRE-PAID GAS CARD
ON NEW PURCHASE OR LEASE MARCH 16-19. 

CARD SUPPLIED ON DELIVERY.

ALL-IN LEASE 2016 RAV4 FWD LE

SEMI-MONTHLY FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $2,500 DOWN PAYMENT. INCLUDES FREIGHT AND FEES. HST EXTRA. 
ALL-IN PRICE $27,139*

OVER 90% OF RAV4S 
SOLD IN THE LAST 
20 YEARS ARE STILL 
ON THE ROAD TODAY.

$129 AT 2.49%
APR

2016 CAMRY LE

ALL-IN PRICE $26,484*

CAMRY IS THE #1 SELLING 
INTERMEDIATE CAR IN
NORTH AMERICA.

LEASE OR FINANCE FROM CASH SAVINGS OF

0%
APR  +

$500

$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500$1500
ALL-IN LEASE 2016 RAV4 FWD LE

$

2016 CAMRY LE
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CANADIAN MOTORSPORT FLASHBACK

In 1972, Ontario racers Al Mason of Schomberg 
along with King City’s Harry Bytzek and his  
brother Klaus, were approached by BFGoodrich 

Canada with what at that time was considered a 
ridiculous proposition..to race their cars on street 
radials. The idea was to develop and market a high 
performance radial tire that would stand the rigours 
of top level road racing thus making a marketable  
product for the consumer. So, after testing the  
427 Corvette and Porsche 914/6 with these street 
tires called “Radial T/A,s” they struck a deal. So 
for the next three seasons, this duo ran the Eastern  
Canadian Endurance series as well as selected  
regional races. French Canadian racer and journalist  
Jacques Duval was paired with Al in the Corvette, 
Harry and Klaus in the Porsche. After three seasons  

of competition, BFG could boast about not one 
tire failure. Mind you, compared to a pure race 
tire, they were very slippery, but seldom needed a  
replacement during the races which lasted between 
three and ten gruelling hours. Due to this develop-
ment, today a large percentage of race cars currently  
compete on performance street radials with great 
success and reliability. This also has lead to the  
advances in street tire technology which keep us 
safe today. It’s all thanks to pioneers in the field 
such as the B.F.Goodrich Tire Company and rac-
ers such as Al and Harry shown here in their first 
promo shot. 

n   WRITTEN BY Perry M. Mason    
Photo from Mason Racing Archives

The development  
of high performance  
radial tires AURORA TOYOTA is the  

latest area automotive 
dealership to lend its  
name in support of  
Aurora’s sports and  
recreation facilities.

Magdi Nicholas, Vice President of Aurora 
Toyota, along with General Sales Manager 
Chris Ellwood, joined Mayor Geoff Dawe, 
Aurora CAO Doug Nadorozny and Parks and 
Recreation Director Al Downey at the Stro-
nach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC) 
last Wednesday for the formal dedication of 

the west arena, now known as the Aurora 
Toyota Arena.

Council paved the way for the Aurora Toy-
ota Arena last month, approving a sponsor-
ship and naming arrangement that brings 
with it $10,000 a year for the next five years 
into municipal coffers.

The Town has also recently struck deals 
with other automotive companies in the 
area with McAlpine Ford purchasing the 
rights to the two arenas at the Aurora Com-
munity Centre, while Pfaff Motors snapped 
up the naming rights to the SARC’s east 
arena last spring, also for an annual 
$10,000 over the next five years.

n   WRITTEN BY Brock Weir

AURORA TOYOTA  
lends support to  
SARC in $50,000 deal

SCION leaves an impressive  
impact at the 2016 CIAS
Last year saw the launch of the partnership be-

tween Scion and Toyota in Canada, as more 
dealerships began to carry the Scion brand. 

Described as sleek, dynamic and urban, Scion’s tend 
to take the regular models and provide them with a 
youthful edge, helping to appeal to a wider range of 
individuals. 

Scion’s iM, a hatchback with a sporty design, made 
its Canadian Debut in 2015 as the next step of the 
Toyota Matrix, and with a wider market reach, the 
brand began to become more recognized across the 
country. 

At the 2016 Toronto International AutoShow, Sci-
on took the opportunity to stand out, drawing atten-
tion with some of their latest models, prize-winning 
vehicles, and on-the-spot contest with prizes for all. 
It even featured the front of a Scion vehicle turned 
into a DJ-booth to spin some wicked, up-beat tracks 
throughout the event. 

If you’ve never heard of Scion, the brand is one 
that drives with visual appeal, but has the reliability 

of some of the more family-oriented vehicles, as well 
as that lower price tag. Despite their appearance of 
being incredibly sporty, and sometimes quite classy, 
almost all of their base models come in at under the 
$30,000 mark.

The entire atmosphere of the Scion booth at the 
autoshow exuded the same presence as their vehicles 
— fun. They have an array of bright, sharp colours, 
are compact, and the kind of car that scream “We’re 
going on an adventure!”

Their headline attraction this year was the winning 
team from their Scion Tuner Challenge FR-S edition, 
‘Top Tuner’. The team was created in 2005, and un-
der the leadership of Edmund Manasan, has played a 
pivotal role in the development of some of the most 
recognized show cars in the industry. 

Mr. Manasan was present throughout several days 
at the show, where he took the time to answer visi-
tor questions about the car and the competition. In 
order to win, the car had to take on 11 different di-
verse challenges consisting of autocross, drifting, ice 

racing, a time attack, endurance, and of course, the 
people’s favourite. 

But the Top Tuner car wasn’t the only vehicle to 
make waves at the Scion booth. Two other special 
tuner vehicles — a Tuner tC and iQ, which were built 
by Evasive Motorsports, were on display. These ve-
hicles, which one the U.S. version of the Tuner Chal-
lenge, feature custom-built panels on nearly the en-
tire exterior, as well as a tailored cockpit with Sparco 

racing seats, a custom carbon dash, 11-inch touch-
screen display and Defi gauges. 

Even without the custom Tuner work, the iQ is an 
innovative compact car that mixes urban design with 
comfort and quality. In an interview in August 2014, 
Cyril Dimitris, Director of Scion Canada, described 
the iQ as a “little car with big ideas.” 

The description certainly wasn’t an exaggeration. 
Despite it’s small size, the vehicle has a surprisingly 
large cabin space and includes a variety of premium 
features that allow for an incredible amount of cus-
tomization. 

“For Canadians looking for an urban-savvy, effi-
cient small car that’s also stylish and safe, the smart 
money is on the Scion iQ,” added Mr. Dimitris in the 
press release.”

The booth saw a number of ways the brand 
enticed people. Along with their live-spinning 
DJ, giveaways of bags, posters and the newest  
edition of Scion Magazine, and their “What Moves 
You Contest”, there was no shortage of things to do 
at the Scion booth. 

However, with the brand already announcing that 
they would stop Canadian manufacturing of their ve-
hicles this summer, citing that it wasn’t a failure to hit 
their intended market that led to the decision.

The company was cited as saying that the 
brand had been designed to make the Toyo-
ta brands and dealership stronger, and more  
appealing to those under the age of 25, which Scion 
accomplished. 

With such an impressive impact at the 
2016 AutoShow, one has to wonder whether 
this was set up to be a last-ditch effort to pro-
mote the brand, or the company’s way to go ‘out  
with a bang’. 

Regardless of the reasoning behind the direc-
tion of their booth, there was a lot to impress 
even the sceptics when it came to the design  
and capabilities of Scion and their vehicles at the Ca-
nadian International AutoShow.

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells



THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 17, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, March 17, 2016Page  24             Page 25

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge St. Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4E 3N7
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LEXUS  OF  RICHMOND  HILL

TORONTO AREA LEXUS DEALERS  I  torontolexus.ca Offers end March 31st.  Visit your local Lexus Dealer today.

THE LEXUS  
F SPORT  
EVENT

Dealers may charge additional fees up to $562. Fees may vary by Dealer.
~2016 RX 350 F SPORT Series 3 shown: $70,585. ^$1,000/$2,000/$3,000 F SPORT credit is available to qualified retail customers on the purchase/lease of new 2016 Lexus RX 350 F SPORT models only/2016 NX 200t F SPORT (sfx ‘F’ only)/2016 IS 200t F SPORT models only, and will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Limited time offer is subject to change or cancellation without notice. *Lease offers provided through Lexus 
Financial Services, on approved credit. *Representative lease example based on a 2016 RX 350 F SPORT sfx ‘G’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 3.5% and Complete Lexus Price of $65,285. Monthly payment is $799 with $6,050 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $37,222. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. 
*Representative lease example based on a 2016 IS 200t F SPORT sfx ‘F’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 0.9% and Complete Lexus Price of $45,635. Monthly payment is $399 with $5,773 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $21,334. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. *Representative lease example based 
on a 2016 NX 200t F SPORT sfx ‘F’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 2.5% and Complete Lexus Price of $50,885. Monthly payment is $579 with $4,710 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $27,304. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. Complete Lexus Price includes freight/PDI ($2,045), EHF Tires ($29), EHF 
Filters ($1), A/C charge ($100), and OMVIC Fee ($10). Taxes, license, registration (if applicable), Dealer fees and insurance are extra. Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus Dealers. Dealer order/trade may be required. Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Offers expire at month’s end unless extended or revised. See your Lexus Dealer for complete details.

OBSESSION MEETS 
OPPORTUNITY.
RECEIVE F SPORT CREDITS OF UP TO $3,000^.

F SPORT  Series 3 shown~ 

ALL-NEW 2016 RX 350 F SPORT 
LEASE APR

3.5%*

39 MONTHS

LEASE PAYMENT

$799*

DOWN PAYMENT $6,050*

F SPORT CREDIT 

$1,000^

PAYMENT INCLUDES $1,000ˆ F SPORT CREDIT.

2016 NX 200t F SPORT
LEASE APR

2.5%*

39 MONTHS

LEASE PAYMENT

$579*

DOWN PAYMENT $4,710*

F SPORT CREDIT 

$2,000^

PAYMENT INCLUDES $2,000ˆ F SPORT CREDIT.

ALL-NEW 2016 IS 200t F SPORT
LEASE APR

0.9%*

39 MONTHS

LEASE PAYMENT

$399*

DOWN PAYMENT $5,773*

F SPORT CREDIT 

$3,000^

PAYMENT INCLUDES $3,000ˆ F SPORT CREDIT.

DON VALLEY NORTH LEXUS 
3120 Steeles Avenue (East of 404) 
Markham  1-877-835-4392   
dvnlexus.com

LEXUS OF OAKVILLE 
1453 North Service Road W 
Oakville  (905) 847-8400   
lexusofoakville.ca

NORTHWEST LEXUS 
2280 Queen Street East  
(407 & Airport Road) 
Brampton  1-877-321-6889   
northwestlexus.com

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL 
11552 Yonge Street  
(North of Elgin Mills Road) 
Richmond Hill  1-800-576-4351   
lexusrh.com

ERIN PARK LEXUS 
2360 Motorway Boulevard  
(Erin Mills Auto Centre) 
Mississauga  (905) 828-7727   
erinparklexus.com

LEXUS ON THE PARK 
1075 Leslie Street  
(Leslie & Eglinton) 
Toronto  (416) 391-1600   
lexusonthepark.ca

KEN SHAW LEXUS 
2336 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto  (416) 766-0055   
kenshawlexus.ca

LEXUS DOWNTOWN 
740 Dundas St. East 
Toronto  (416) 603-9100   
lexusdowntown.ca
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RX 350 F SPORT sfx ‘G’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 3.5% and Complete Lexus Price of $65,285. Monthly payment is $799 with $6,050 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and � rst monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease 
obligation is $37,222. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. *Representative lease example based on a 2016 IS 200t F SPORT sfx ‘F’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 0.9% and Complete Lexus Price of $45,635. Monthly payment is 
$399 with $5,773 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and � rst monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $21,334. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. *Representative lease example based
on a 2016 NX 200t F SPORT sfx ‘F’ on a 39 month term at an annual rate of 2.5% and Complete Lexus Price of $50,885. Monthly payment is $579 with $4,710 down payment or equivalent trade in, $0 security deposit and � rst monthly payment due at lease inception. Total 
lease obligation is $27,304. 65,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.20/km for excess kilometres. Complete Lexus Price includes freight/PDI ($2,045), EHF Tires ($29), EHF Filters ($1), A/C charge ($100), and OMVIC Fee ($10). Taxes, license, registration (if applicable), 
Dealer fees and insurance are extra. Lexus Dealers are free to set their own prices. Limited time offers only apply to retail customers at participating Lexus Dealers. Dealer order/trade may be required. Offers are subject to change or cancellation without notice. 
Offers expire at month’s end unless extended or revised. See your Lexus Dealer for complete details.
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ALL-NEW 2016 RX 350 F SPORT 
LEASE APR

3.5%*

39 MONTHS

LEASE PAYMENT

$799*

DOWN P AYMENT $ 6,050*

F SPORT  CREDIT 

$1,000^

PAYMENT INCLUDES $ 1,000ˆ F SPOR T  CREDIT.

F SPORT  Series 3 shown~ 

The advancements in technology over the  
past two decades have been astronomical; con-
sistently finding ways to improve ease of access, 

information, lifestyles and entertainment. While the 
2016 Canadian International AutoShow (CIAS) was 
all about the cars, some of the world’s latest entertain-
ment technology helped play a role in enhancing the 
experience — at least when it came to Lexus. 

While each manufacturer and brand offered con-
tests and ways for an opportunity to test drive one 
of their vehicles, Lexus found a way to allow you to 
make that test drive on the spot. The company em-
ployed the use of one of the leading technologies in 
virtual reality gaming and movies to provide a sur-
real, test-drive experience. 

Developed by Oculus VR, the Rift system is a next-

generation technology which ‘uses state of the art dis-
plays and optics designed specifically for VR (Virtual 
Reality).’* It’s produced with a high refresh rate and 
low-persistence display, so that images and graph-
ics move smoothly around you. Combined with the 
device’s optics system, it has the ability to create an 
immersive and wide field of view. 

Utilizing Oculus VR’s Development Kit 2 Rift sys-
tem, Lexus created their own VR testing system — 
the Lexus RC F Rift. The simulator allows drivers to 
test out the RC F on a track where they can see just 
how powerful the vehicle is, without having to physi-
cally go to a track. 

The test-drive system that was developed creates as 
immersive of a VR experience as possible. At the 2016 
CIAS, four ‘drivers’ were able to strap in at a time, and 
not only see what the vehicle was capable of, but try to 
win the highest speed against both their heat and all 
other drivers for the duration of the show. 

Built using the car’s actual steering system, headphones 
and an Oculus headset, it helps to create a full simulation 
of what it would be like to actually drive the RC F.

Much like many video games which allow you to 
drive, the steering is far more sensitive than real life, 
and due to not having a shifter, it takes a bit of an 
adjustment to figure out how to use the tabs on the 

steering wheel to reverse and move forward again. 
Unlike a video game, the VR technology is com-

pletely immersive. You can look to your left, your 
right, and even behind you, and rather than seeing 
black or empty-ness, you can see the stadium stands, 
side of the race-tracks, out your window, and the pas-
senger seat. 

One of the downsides to this however, is that due 
to the fact you cannot see your own hands or body, it 
can create issues if you suffer from any form of mo-
tion sickness or disorientation. However, once you 
get a handle on how the vehicle moves, it can be fun, 
and gives a nice simulation of what it would be like 
to drive a Lexus. And since you don’t need a driver’s 
license — or to be of legal age — to utilize the Rift, it 
added just one more family-oriented activity to the 
2016 Canadian International AutoShow, and made 
the Lexus booth appealing to all-ages. 

*Source: www.oculus.com/en-us/rift/
n   WRITTEN BY   Tabitha Wells

Lexus uses VR technology to provide  
an on-the-spot test-drive experience
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Although there was plenty to see and do 
at the 2016 Canadian International Au-
toShow, one of the highlights of the clos-

ing weekend was indisputably the arrival of the 
Batmobile, which greeted show-goers near the 
entrance in the North Building. One who has 
lived in the Orangeville area might wonder what 
was so spectacular, considering we have been 
blessed with our own ‘Dark Knight’, bringing the 
Batmobile to life for the past couple decades. 

But what made this particular vehicle such a 
big deal was that it wasn’t a car remodelled into 
the Batmobile — it was the Batmobile. 

Straight off the set of Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice, came the latest version of the 
Caped Crusader’s ride, a spectacular machine 
that looks like it’s prepared to steam-roll any-
thing that gets in Batman’s way. Which, in the 
case of the upcoming flick, is extra-necessary 
as Batman tries to take on Superman in this 
epic battle of classic superheroes. 

The vehicle was brought to the show in part-
nership with the film’s producing company, 
Warner Brothers, who used the appearance to 
help notify people about an ongoing competition 
to win passes to see the premiere of Batman v 
Superman: Dawn of Justice in the UK. 

Even without the promise of the contest, the 
vehicle drew in large crowds, special interviews 
with live media, including E-Talk Canada, and 
the opportunity to photograph the vehicle. 

Getting the Batmobile into the AutoShow 
would have proved a challenge, with each of 
the wheels weighing 500 pounds each, and the 
odd shape of the vehicle. Because of both the 
vehicle’s weight and size, extra support would 
have been required to make sure the vehicle 
wouldn’t fall through, or at least crack, the Con-
vention Hall’s lobby floors. 

So what makes this Batmobile, and this par-
ticular movie such a big deal? Beyond the fact 
that the vehicle itself is all kinds of awesome 
wrapped into one fast, crazy car, the movie will 
be a defining moment in the entire DC cinematic 
universe. As Batman goes through his own kind 
of existential crisis (something we watched the 
hero deal with in the entire Dark Knight series), 
he also finds himself fearing the actions and 
powers of Superman, acknowledging the possi-
bility that Superman could easily conquer earth 
if he wished. 

This ‘distraction’ where the two iconic heroes 
attempt to fight to the death creates the op-
portunity for a new threat, Doomsday, to rise 
to power. Doomsday, who is created by Lex Lu-
thor, will not stop until everything is destroyed. 

The movie will see some of DC’s most well-
known heroes come together to try to stop 
Doomsday, all the while needing Batman and 
Superman to set aside their differences to help. 
So far the characters confirmed to be appearing 
in the movie include Wonder Woman, Aquaman, 
The Flash, and Cyborg. 

Although the Batmobile isn’t the kind of car 
one can actually dream about entering a contest 
to win, or hope to test-drive, it provided show-
goers with something different, something they 
wouldn’t be likely to see anywhere else, which had 
both entertainment value and was fascinating. 

With such a spectacular ‘special appearance’ 
at this year’s show, it will be interesting to see 
how the Canadian International AutoShow’s 
producers plan to top it for the 2017 year. 

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells

The Batmobile brought awe  
and entertainment to the AutoShow

Mississauga-based company Sekanskin turned 
heads at the 2016 Canadian International 
AutoShow on the Cars and Stars red-carpet, 

where they showcased some of the work they have 
done on celebrity vehicles, as well as did live ‘wrap-
ping’ demonstrations.

Two of the vehicles highlighted included some 
spectacular wheels from Canadian musician dead-
mau5’s private collection, including his infamous 
Nyan Cat ‘Purracan’ Lamborghini Huracan, and a 
McLaren P1.

Sekanskin specializes in high-end, custom wraps, 
and their impressive ever-growing portfolio com-
bined with their national exposure at the AutoShow 
are making them a name worth knowing. 

Throughout the 10-day AutoShow, Sekanskin gave 
three wrap demonstrations each day while answer-
ing questions from the thousands of people attend-
ing about the advantages to wrapping, how they’re 
done, and what kinds of possibilities exist. 

Their demonstrations were done on several cars 
using a variety of UK-based vinyl films, including 
the company’s Matte Black film. Once the car was 

completed and the general public had already left 
the show, Sekanskin transformed the black car into 
an epic show vehicle, using themed decals to give it 
extra ‘flavour’. 

The company is owned by 25-year-old Tiago Teix-
eira, a former York University psychology student, 
and has been in existence for just three years. In that 
time however, Mr. Teixeira and his team have con-
tinued to make a statement in the fast-growing field, 
and if things continue for them, could be a force to 
be reckoned with in the market. 

According to their website, Sekanskin applies 
wraps to everything from cars, trucks, trailers and 
boats, to airplanes, bikes and more, with the designs 
being created in combination with Sekansin’s talent-
ed team and the imagination of the vehicle owners. 

More information on the Mississauga company, 
as well as contact information, quotes and past  
projects, can be found on the company’s website at 
www.sekanskin.com. 

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells

Senaskin wraps a  
highlight at the 2016 CIAS

2016 Canadian International AutoShow  

HIGHLIGHTS

One of the growing trends in automobile customization continues  
to be car wraps. While some of them may come with a hefty  
price tag, one of the bonus features of this modification is that  
you don’t need to repaint before reselling or returning to the  
dealership. This makes it easier, as it means the modifications 
aren’t permanent; you can return the vehicle to its original dealer 
specifications, or give the vehicle a complete aesthetic overhaul  
as many times as necessary.
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5-year/100,000 km Comprehensive Limited Warranty
5-year/100,000 km Powertrain Warranty
5-year/100,000 km Emission Warranty

1-888-280-0768
www.hyundaiofaurora.ca 305 WELLINGTON ST. EAST, 

AURORA

SERVICE & PARTS OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK // Monday to Friday 7:30AM - 6:00PM //  Saturday 8:00AM - NOON //  EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS  //  Wednesday 7:30AM - 8:00PM

AURORA HYUNDAI PREFERRED 
BUYERS PROGRAM

• STATE FARM • MAGNA • BNS • RBC 
• TD • BMO • EMERGENGY SERVICES (911, 
POLICE, FIRE, EMS) • HYUNDAI EMPLOYEES 

• CANADA POST • SCHOOL BOARD 
EMPLOYEES • SAC • YRT • GO TRANSIT

YOU MAY BE ON OUR LIST, 
JUST ASK!

CREDIT 
PROBLEMS?
WE TREAT YOU THE 
WAY YOU DESERVE 

TO BE TREATED, 
WITH RESPECT.

CALL VU TRINH FOR A 
PRIVATE CONSULTATION
647-221-7760

HYUNDAIOFAURORA.CA

GREAT OFFERS ON REMAINING 2016 MODELS 

visit HyundaiCanada.com

#SUPERSEARCH IS ON.
To get involved, sign up at hyundaisupersearch.com◀

Help us find our SUPERSTRUCTURETM 

for the chance to win a $20,000 reward!MISSING

Limited model shown♦

  THE ALL-NEW 2017

ELANTRA GL AUTO

  THE ALL-NEW 2016

TUCSON 2.0L FWD

  2016

SANTA FE SPORT 

Ultimate model shown♦

Dealers may charge additional fees for administration of up to $499. Charges may vary by Dealer.

AWARDED THE HIGHEST GOVERNMENT
CRASH SAFETY RATING▲

U.S. NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC 
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

SUPERSTRUCTURE™ 
HEATED LEATHER STEERING WHEEL 

STANDARD HEATED FRONT SEATS 
BLIND SPOT DETECTION
WITH REAR CROSS-TRAFFIC ALERT 

HEATED FRONT SEATS

17" ALUMINUM ALLOY WHEELS FOG LIGHTS

BLUETOOTH® 
HANDS-FREE PHONE SYSTEM

5" DISPLAY AUDIO WITH 
REARVIEW CAMERA 
AUTOMATIC HEADLIGHTS 
WITH LED DAYTIME RUNNING LIGHTS

PROJECTION HEADLIGHTS
WITH LED ACCENTS

FRONT 3-STAGE HEATED SEATS

IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTSΩ

GET UP TO 

$4,000

LEASE FOR ONLY $117 BIWEEKLY

WEEKLY

THAT’S LIKE PAYING 

$59
FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $0 DOWN◊

2.99% 
AT

Ultimate model shown♦

LEASE FOR ONLY $138 BIWEEKLY

WEEKLY

THAT’S LIKE PAYING 

$69
FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $0 DOWN◊

1.49% 
AT

CLEAROUT OFFERSWHEN EQUIPPED WITH AVAILABLE
AUTONOMOUS EMERGENCY BRAKING (AEB). 
For more information, visit www.iihs.org

LAUNCH EVENT
SUPER

THE COMPETITION IS IN SUPER TROUBLE NOW
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Last November, Jaguar announced their new, 
all-wheel-drive, Jaguar F-Type R Coupe helped 
the Bloodhound SSC World Land Speed Re-

cord program to pass a signifi cant high-speed testing 
milestone, as part of a new, major technical partner-
ship between the manufacturer and the program.

Th e Bloodhound SSC claims the ultimate aim, 
with a goal of raising the world land speed record 
above 1000 mph, as well as to help inspire the next 
generation of scientists and engineers. Th e world’s 
current record is held by Andy Green, who reached 
a speed of 763.065 mph in the Th rust SSC in 1997.

At the 2016 Canadian International AutoShow, 
Jaguar showcased their Bloodhound SSC, an AWD F-

Type R Coupe that boasts a dynamic ability to reach 
60mph in 3.9 seconds.

“Our target with engineering the all-wheel drive 
F-TYPE was to maintain the engaging rear-drive 
character that’s so important to Jaguar sports cars, 
yet off er even greater dynamic capability,” said Ian 
Hoban, Vehicle Line Director for Jaguar in an article 
for Bloodhound SSC in November. “Th e result is a 
controllable, exploitable and blisteringly fast perfor-
mance car in all weather and road conditions.”

Th e specks of the F-Type are impressive, with the 
vehicle being made containing the same radio equip-
ment as the rocket-powered Bloodhound SSC. Th e 
vehicle was driven head-to-head with a similarly 

equipped jet fl ying at 500 knots, 50 feet above the 
ground. Th is test drive saw a combined closing speed 
of nearly 700 mph, and proved communications be-
tween the ground crew and Andy Green will be suc-
cessful. 

Th e Jaguar’s F-Type Bloodhound SSC was pretty 
impressive as well, with several enhancements made 
to the range of the vehicle, including all-wheel-drive. 
Th e vehicle on display was gorgeous, and while un-
fortunately it was not possible to actually get inside 

the Bloodhound and check it out. 
Th e Bloodhound SSC will complete it’s run next 

fall, in order to attempt to break the speed record 
previously set in 1997. To check out the promotional 
video for the partnership, and to fi nd out more on 
the project visit http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/
sponsors/jaguar.

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells

When it comes to cars, many people are obsessed with more than 
just looks — they love the thrill of the speed that comes with them. 
Whether it’s manufacturers, hobbyists or car owners, people are 
always trying to make vehicles go faster, and finding new and im-
proved ways to break different speed records and make new ones. 

Jaguar F-Type R Coupe Bloodhound SSC 
debuts at 2016 CIAS

With all the things to do and see at the 
Canadian International AutoShow (CIAS), 
there were many aspects about the show 

designed to keep kids occupied and intrigued as well. 
When creating a show of this scale, it’s important 
to have something which provides appeal to every 
age of attendees. 

Th e 2016 CIAS provided such opportunities 
for kids of all ages. Starting with the younger ones 
was the Volkswagen Children’s Playcare Centre. Th e 
centre was a free, professional daycare service that 
allowed parents to drop off  kids aged three months 
to 8 years old, to keep them occupied for up to three 
hours while they wandered the AutoShow. 

Located on the 600 Level in the South building, 
kids were provided the opportunity to participate in 
arts and craft s, interactive activities, a dress-up area, 
toy cars with ramps, and mini-cars toddlers could 
take for a spin. For kids who were done with being 
active, there were also comfortable bean bags where 
they could chill in front of the movie, Cars. 

Microsoft  also got in on the fun, with the 
Xbox One Gaming Area, where kids could push 
the limits of automotive racing with Forza 
Motorsports 6, the latest release in the series. 
Th e game features a large, open-world, with plenty 
of diff erent makes, models, and add-on content 
designed to make an incredible gaming experience. 

Ford gave kids (and some adults) the opportunity 
to bring their dreams to life with the opportunity 
to create their own colour scheme on a Ford truck 
or work van, and turn it into a 3D, moving model, 
complete to their design. 

But perhaps one of the most exciting attrac-
tions was one that wasn’t specifi cally designed for 
kids-only. Mississauga based remote-control hobby 
company Big Boys with Cool Toys set up a room 
full of everything from airplanes and helicopters, to 
drones, electric race tracks and more. 

Th roughout the day, those interested in what they 
had to off er were wowed with live demonstrations, 
sales experts providing detailed information on the 
latest tech, and the opportunity to race against one 
another on the electric race track.

Regardless of what your kid was into, the 2016 
Canadian International AutoShow provided plenty 
to both entertain and help unleash their imaginations 
in the automotive world.

n   WRITTEN BY Tabitha Wells

2016 CIAS provided plenty of 
options to unleash a kid’s imagination
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WE WANT YOUR TRADE...WE TAKE ALL MAKES AND MODELS.

    Spring
    SprungHAS

EVENT
SprungSprungSprung

EVENT
Sprung

EVENT

NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

301 Mulock Drive, Newmarket Mon.-Thurs.: 9am - 8pm  Friday: 9am - 6pm  Saturday: 9am  5pm

Best backed cars in the world* 

10YEAR
160,000 KM
POWERTRAIN 
LTD WARRANTY**

905-853-0099
newmarketmitsubishi.ca
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FULL SERVICE FACILITY

SALES SERVICE PARTS

All photos used are for illustration only.
$129.00 bi-weekly for 84 months 

on 1.9% C.O.B.$1696.76

NEW 2016 OUTLANDER
STRONG LEASE RATES ON 2016 MODELS

2015 RVR & LANCER 

BLOWOUT SALE!

WE WANT YOUR TRADE...WE TAKE ALL MAKES AND MODELS.

99.9% APPROVAL RATE! ★ FREE ALL-WHEEL CONTROL

2015 LANCER

2015 RVR


