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By Brock Weir

Volunteers from Aurora United 
Church, Trinity Anglican Church, and 
the Newmarket Islamic Centre are set 
to welcome a refugee family of  six in 
as little as six weeks, following their 
response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis.

Last fall, these three faith groups 
came together to form the Interfaith 
Refugee Resettlers (IRR), a group of  
10 volunteers dedicated to support 
one refugee family at the very least, 
and helping their new roots in Canada 
flourish.

The group received the welcome news 
last week their application to sponsor a 

refugee family was successful and that 
they would soon welcome a family of  a 
mother and father with four children.

Now, getting a sense of  the family 
they will be welcoming at Pearson 
International Airport in a six to twelve 
week window, their hard work takes a 
different focus.

“With this new information, we can 
begin our search for a suitable home 
for our newcomers,” says the IRR. “The 
ideal home would be close to transit, 
elementary and high schools, and have 
three to four bedrooms to accommodate 
the family appropriately. As we move 
towards welcoming our first family, we 
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Downtown block could be 
bought by Town

“� e brightest stars are those who shine for the bene� t of others.”

Do you know an individual, corporation or business who has …
� Given their own time for the benefi t of others in Aurora?
� Gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
� Made Aurora a better place to live?

The Town of Aurora is calling for nominations for the 2016 Town of Aurora Community 
Recognition Awards. The awards honour individuals, groups and businesses that 
have actively supported the Town’s development and enhanced the overall community.

Download a nomination form at www.aurora.ca/CRA or pick up a copy 
at any Town facility reception desk.

Brought to you by

#AuroraCRA

� Nominations will be accepted until Friday, March 4, 2016 �

Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com
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Call for a SELLER or BUYER package

Common ground needed on golf course 
developments: Councillors

By Brock Weir

Golf  course redevelopment, as 
anyone in Newmarket can tell you, is 
not simply an Aurora issue – but Aurora 
could be at the forefront in developing a 
proactive, united approach to situations 
that might crop up in the future.

Aurora Councillors are proposing 
the Town host a summit, open to all 
municipalities from across Ontario to 
identify common issues and principles 
on the “appropriate” redevelopment of  

former golf  courses, such as Highland 
Gate, that are in stable neighbourhoods. 

Brought forward by Councillors 
Michael Thompson and Tom Mrakas, 
a summit would be a “proactive” way 
to examine municipalities that are 
facing “continuing challenges” to the 
development principles set out in their 
own official plans.

“It is coming to an agreement on 
certain frameworks in terms of  official 
plans and the conformity to stable 
neighbourhoods,” says Councillor 

Thompson. “Part of  the initial summit 
is that fact-finding mission to talk to 
some of  the other municipalities and 
[identify common themes]. For the 
most part, it seems we all struggle with 
the same issues in that we develop 
these official plans and yet these golf  
course redevelopments are outside of  
that looking for some amendments.

“It is challenging to put it into stable 
neighbourhoods or conformance to 
the neighbourhoods around that, so 

By Brock Weir

A commercial block on Yonge 
Street at the southeast corner of  
Mosley Street could soon come under 
the ownership of  the Town of  Aurora 
following an upcoming Council 
meeting on January 26.

Currently home to commercial 
and office space now occupied by, 
among others, Yellow Orange Spa, 
the restaurant Annalisa, an art 
gallery and several medical offices, 
the two buildings immediately north 
of  the Aurora Public Library could 
be purchased with the passage of  a 
new bylaw that evening.

Family of six set to be welcomed  
by interfaith refugee group

Timothy’s...Van Houtte 
$14.00 / Pack of 24

Green Mountain...Tully’s 
$15.75 / Pack of 24

Over 100 Varieties

Barrons
14-40 Engelhard Drive 

@ N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. 
905-751-0533 | barronshome.net

THE WRITE STUFF – Singer-songwriter Lauren Haze typically shies away from the basic and when she sat down to write a love song, she wanted 
it to be anything but typical, bubble gum pop. Her unconventional approach, however, coupled with her husky voice, has recently caught significant  
international attention. For more, please see Page 9.                            Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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2016 Community Recognition Awards

Do you know an individual, corporation or business who has …
• Given their own time for the benefit of others in Aurora?
• Gone the extra mile in supporting our community?
• Made Aurora a better place to live?

If so, why not nominate them for a Community Recognition 
Award?

The Town of Aurora is calling for nominations for the Community 
Recognition Awards. The awards honour individuals, groups and 
businesses that have actively supported the Town’s development 
and enhanced the overall community.

Download a nomination form at www.aurora.ca/CRA or pick up a 
copy at any Town facility reception desk.

Nominations will be accepted until Friday, March 4, 2016

For more information, please contact: 905-727-3123 ext. 4232 or 
email communications@aurora.ca

Library Events

The Note to Self Project: Opening Reception
Thursday, January 14 – 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

The Note to Self Project is a collection of 100 portraits 
that takes the viewer on a journey guided by the personal 
reflections of the sitter and the interpretive work of the 
photographer. It seems inevitable that any period of time 
spent viewing these images and reading the personal notes 
will invite visitors to reflect on their own life experiences and 
imagine what they themselves might say to their younger 
selves. On exhibit in the Colleen Abbott Gallery from January 9 
to February 20.

Town of Aurora offers new recreation programs

Learn to Draw – Step-by-step instructions to teach you the 
technical and creative skills for drawing. Winter 2016 Session runs 
January to March for ages 12+.

Intro to Guitar – Learn how to play simple tunes and favourite 
melodies. Winter 2016 Session runs January to April 2016 for ages 
8+. 

For all class information and course codes, visit 
www.aurora.ca/recguide 

January Skylight Gallery Artist – Christine Jackson

Moraine Life: This 
exhibit highlights the 
local treasure of the 
Oakridge’s Moraine. The 
dead of winter to the full 
bloom of summer are 
beautifully captured in 
the pieces. 

Artist Christine Jackson uses acrylic, water colour, pastel & mixed 
media utilizing bright and harmonious colour combinations which 
give the viewer a sense of relaxation and peacefulness. Christine is 
a long term proud resident of the gorgeous Moraine.

Regular Viewing Times: Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor

Electronic Waste and Clothing Recycling Event on 
January 23

Have you recently replaced a computer, phone or television? Drop-
off all of your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices to be fully 
recycled.

Date: Saturday, January 23
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location:  9 Scanlon Court

Town of Aurora Operations Yard Located off Industrial Parkway 
North, one block north of Wellington Street East 

E-waste is collected and processed by Global Electric Electronic 
Processing (GEEP). 

For more information, please call 905-727-1375 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

*Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change 
activities.

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications 
for the following positions:

•  Roads Operator

•  Code Review and Inspections Manager

•  Seasonal Labourer Parks

•  Summer Labourer Parks

•  Part-Time Lifeguard and Aquatics Instructor

•  Part-Time Program Leader

•  Part-Time Skate Patroller

•  Summer Camp Positions

•  Senior Student, Building Services

•  Summer Student, General Office Clerk

•  Part-Time Parking Control Officer

•  Summer Student Roads Operations 

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/jobs or call 
905-727-1375.

REMINDERS

LED Streetlight Conversion

The Town of Aurora has begun upgrading its streetlight system to 
energy-efficient, light-emitting diode (LED) streetlights. The project 
will replace all of the Town’s 2,700 cobra head lights and almost 
2,000 decorative streetlights. There will be minimal disruption to 
the public during the installation period and lighting on roadways 
will not be affected. 

Compared to Aurora’s current streetlight system, the upgraded 
LEDs use less energy, last four times longer and produce clean, 
white light. What does this mean for Aurora?  

•  A 60 per cent reduction in energy consumption.
•  Up to an 80 per cent reduction in maintenance costs.
•  Improved night visibility and community safety.
•  More targeted lighting on streets and roadways, which helps 

reduce light pollution.
•  An annual reduction in the Town’s greenhouse gas emissions 

by 169 metric tonnes (the equivalent of the carbon removed by 
more than 4,300 tree seedlings grown for ten years).

The capital project was approved at Council on Tuesday, 
September 29 and is expected to be complete in February 2016. 
Once complete, Aurora will be among more than 130 Ontario 
municipalities that have upgraded to LED street lighting, including 
Mississauga, Markham and Newmarket.

For more information on the LED conversion project, please call 
Access Aurora at 905-727-1375. 

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect from 
November 15 to April 15, 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.

It’s that time of year again! Snow and ice have arrived. Please 
ensure that your vehicles are not parked on the street, over 
sidewalks or onto the roadway. This is hazardous for residents and 
severely hinders the ability of our Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services staff to plow our roads and sidewalks.

For more information, please call 905-726-4751 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

Municipal street tree block pruning

The Parks Division is continuing its annual winter pruning of 
roadside street trees until February 2016. Due to the Town’s 
extensive tree inventory, residents are encouraged to report 
problems with trees or trees on municipal boulevards requiring 
pruning. Please visit our website at 
www.aurora.ca/trees for a full list of the municipal streets 
affected this year.

If you have any questions regarding the work being done, please 
contact the Parks department at 905-727-1375 ext. 3233.

P.A. Day Activities at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex

Are your kids looking for some fun on their P.A. Day this Friday, 
January 15? The Aurora Family Leisure Complex is the place to be!

The Loft Youth Room will be open from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. for ages 
12 to 17.

There will be a Family Open Gym from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for ages 
4 to 12 with an adult.

For more information, call 905-726-4760.

WHAT’S HAPPENINGEMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

PUBLIC NOTICES
 

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Tuesday, January 19 5:30 p.m. Leksand Room Finance Advisory Committee
Tuesday, January 19 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Wednesday, January 20 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Library Board
Tuesday, January 26 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, January 27 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning*

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Visit Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until 
Monday, February 15, 2016 and enjoy the beautifully lit trees and festive 
atmosphere. Aurora Town Park is located at 49 Wells Street.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

C=100 M=78 Y=0 K=54

C=100 M=10 Y=0 K=10

physiotherapy clinic

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4752

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW NUMBER  
5804-16 TO ACQUIRE LANDS FOR MUNICIPAL 
PURPOSES
Lot 6 and Lot 7, Plan 65M2873, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its 
intention to pass By-law Number 5804-16 on January 26, 2016, for the purpose of acquiring lands for municipal 
purposes, legally described as (a) Parcel 6-1, Section 65M2873; Lot 6, Plan 65M2873; together with Part Lot 84 & 
85, Concession 1, Parts 2 & 3, 65R14776 as in B41763B, subject to LT797096 (all of PIN 03641-0387 (LT)); and 
(b) Lot 7, Plan 65M2873, Aurora, except Part 6, 65R15577; together with Part Lot 84 & 85, Concession 1, Parts 
2 & 3, 65R14776 as in B41763B; subject to LT797096 (all of PIN 03641-1886 (LT)), as illustrated for location 
purposes only on Figure 1 (below). 

Figure 1

 
The final version of By-law Number 5804-16 will be available on the Town’s website, located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on Friday, January 22, 2016 ahead of the Council meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

For further information, please contact Al Downey, Director of Parks & Recreation Services, at 905-727-3123,  
ext. 4752 or by email at adowney@aurora.ca.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4742

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW NUMBER 
5803-16 TO ACQUIRE LANDS FOR MUNICIPAL 
PURPOSES
15157, 15165 and 15171 Yonge Street, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice 
of its intention to pass By-law Number 5803-16 on January 26, 2016, pursuant to Report No. LLS15-050, for 
the purpose of acquiring lands for municipal purposes, municipally known as 15157, 15165 and 15171 Yonge 
Street, in the Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York and legally described as: (a) PT LT 5, LT 6, PT LT 
7, PT LT 10, E/S YONGE ST PL 68 AURORA; PT 2 65R2092; PTS 1, 2, AND 3 65R5798; T/W & S/T R201634; 
AURORA; S/T EASEMENT IN FAVOUR OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AURORA AS IN YR13712 (all 
of PIN 03651-0066 (LT)); (b) PT LT 10 E/S YONGE ST PL 68 AURORA AS IN R268036 (all of PIN 03651-0053 
(LT)); and (c) PT LT 5 E/S YONGE ST PL 68 AURORA; PT LT 10 E/S YONGE ST PL 68 AURORA PTS 2, 4 & 5, 
65R278; T/W S/T R124473 (all of PIN 03651-0073 (LT)), as illustrated for location purposes only on Figure 1 
(below).

Figure 1

 

 
The final version of By-law Number 5803-16 will be available on the Town’s website, located at  
www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on Friday, January 22, 2016 ahead of the Council meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council Chambers, located at 100 John West 
Way.

For further information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, Long Range & Strategic Planning, at  
905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or by email at aierullo@aurora.ca.
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From page 1

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4343

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora has received the following application under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted applications to amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-law to  
  permit the development of a multi-tenant commercial building with retail sales and service  
  commercial uses as primary uses.  

PROPERTY:  15255 Leslie Street and 1540 Wellington Street East  

   
LEGAL DESC.: Parts 1 and 2, Plan 65R-470, Part of Lot 21, Concession 3  

APPLICANT: 2283986 Ontario Limited  

FILE NUMBER: OPA-2015-06 and ZBA-2015-17

CONTACT: Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk of the Planning &  
  Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4343, Monday to Friday from  
  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development  
  Services department at the address noted below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to  
  planning@aurora.ca. Please quote the file name and number.
 
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

Lenses
 and much more!

*

Public notices on the potential 
acquisition give little away on what 
the Town actually plans to do with the 
properties, should the bylaw pass, other 
than use the properties for “municipal 
purposes,” but the buildings on the 
corner in question came into sharper 
focus last month as consultants drafted 
a proposed plan for a “cultural precinct” 
in the area. 

“All I can really say is the matter will 
be in front of  Council with respect to the 
potential acquisition of  the properties 
and we will be receiving Council 
direction on January 26,” says Anthony 
Ierullo, Manager of  Long Range and 
Strategic Planning at the Town of  
Aurora. “In terms of  specific purposes, 
I don’t really have much to say in that 
regard. The Cultural Precinct certainly 
does have some thoughts around that, 
but I can’t necessarily say this is a 
direct result of  that or not. It is still a 
potential acquisition.”

FOTENN Consulting, the company 
retained by the Town to develop the 
Cultural Precinct Plan, referred 
questions to Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, 
but calls to Mr. Downey had not been 
returned at press time.

Consultants Sarah Millar and 
Michael Stott, however, presented the 

bones of  their respective vision for this 
corner at Council last month. In their 
presentation, they proposed razing 
the two existing buildings in favour 
of  a mixed use building that would 
include retail on the ground floor and 
condominiums above.

“I understand the property is for 
sale,” said Ms. Millar at the time. “Part 
of  this process was to understand what 
the development potential on that site 
was. Over the last month, we took it to the 
public and we asked what they wanted 
to see there. A lot of  what we heard 
was they wanted to see redevelopment. 
They liked brick facades, they liked 
the idea of  a mixed-use development 
with strong connections to the existing 
design context.”

Following the presentation in 
December, they said ongoing talks with 
area landowners and developers would 
continue through to Council tackling 
the Cultural Precinct Draft Plan in 
greater detail this month.

“Prior to implementation, we have 
some additional consultation that we 
have found, through the process, is 
going to be really valuable to making 
sure we ground truth this concept and 
the community continues to be a part 
of  this process,” said Ms. Millar, noting 
the next step was hosting a second 
forum for the building industry.

Student app targets customers to think green before they buy

Potential purchase to be discussed January 26

toppers.ca/aurora 905.751.1661 
15531 Yonge St, Aurora

 1 SPECIALTY & 1 PEPPERONI

$2495

Large Pizzas2
It’s cold outside.
Warm up with Topper’s!

2 Large 
Pizzas $23

Expires March 20, 2016

By Brock Weir

Do you like to get free stuff ? 
Of  course you do, but are you willing 

to download an app and think just a 
little bit differently about the products 
you buy at the supermarket and the 
packages they come in?

Students at Lester B. Pearson Public 
School (LBP) hope customers might just 
find this worthwhile as they develop 
their Eco-Points App.

The concept, the brainchild of  the 
school’s Mecha Monsters robotics 
team, recently won the Best Innovative 
Solution Award at the First Lego 
League’s Regional qualifiers and, since 
then, they have pitched their idea 
to Loblaws for some tips on further 
refinement.

If  you’re looking to brighten 
your smile, you might look to Crest 
Whitestrips to bring out your pearly 
whites, but when these students see 
Whitestrips they see red. Each strip is 
packaged in aluminum and each one is 
thrown into an unrecyclable box.

The app will allow customers to 
scan barcodes on packaging to find out 
how much of  a particular product’s 
packaging is recyclable. Consumers 
would then be awarded points based 
on how environmentally friendly their 
purchase is, with zero points doled out 
for something non-recyclable and up to 
five points for a 100 per cent recyclable 
product.

Once the consumer makes the best 
choice, their eco-points card is scanned 
by the cashier and, as each product 
is rung through, the points rack up, 
redeemable for discounts at the point of  
sale.

The teams recently had the 
opportunity to pitch their idea to 
Jeremy Pee, Senior Vice President of  
e-Commerce at Loblaw Digital, who 

expressed enthusiasm for the app, and 
provided a few pointers on the road from 
concept to reality.

“I think the idea of  incentivising 
people to do good is a fantastic idea,” Mr. 
Pee told students via Skype. “There is 
nothing people love more than free stuff  
and this is a very strong mechanism 
for you guys to really think through 
and change that customer behaviour. 
Everyone nowadays has a phone and 
people are always researching and 
getting access to information that way. 
A digital-based loyalty program is 
fantastic. 

“You want to make it very easy 
for people to understand, and why 
something is good and bad. Points is a 
very good way for people to see how good 
it is, but they have to understand the 
why.”

Finding partners, he said, was 
essential for the product to move forward 
and these young developers might want 
to consider electronic rewards as well 
such as redeeming points for movie 
tickets, to pick just one example.

packages of  pasta that would be scored 
three different ways on their app and 
that is, at the end of  the day, the core of  
the problem. 

“In this case the customer might ask, 
‘Why would I buy the more expensive 
one if  I could buy the cheaper one?’ The 
goal is to put pressure on manufacturers 
to make that change.”

Added Brionna Theaker: “Next we 
are going to Loblaws’ head office to 
brainstorm what is going on with the 
trash and waste management side. 
You need both sides to make this come 
together.”

But, most importantly, the idea needs 
to be taken to the consumers as well, 
long before it is set to launch.

“You need to think about the customer 
and whether they are going to care or 
not,” he added, noting they need to speak 
to as many customers as possible. 

“Really listen to customers,” he said. 
“Do it early, and don’t wait until you have 
a finished product.”

Following the conversation, these 
inventive kids said they were eager to 
take these tips from a pro and add them 
into their action plan. 

“We should be going to the stores to 
get customer feedback and maybe one 
day we can actually go and get feedback 
on what they like,” said student Natalie 
Opdebeeck. “I am hoping if  we do this 
they would give us positive feedback 
because everyone loves free rewards and 
free things. It doesn’t take much to do, so 
I think customers would really like this.”

Natalie recalled comparing three 

Lester B. Pearson Public School’s Mecha Monsters team pitches their concept for a new app to Loblaw’s 
brass on a recent Skype call.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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lEttEr  to  thE  Editor

I stand by my “facts”, says 
reader

Representations of war do not 
take away from power  
of Cenotaph

Machell’s Corners

Sentimental Journeys

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

As a reservist serving with the Nova 
Scotia Highlanders, my son Daniel 
Clarry spent July 2015 serving as a 
sentry at the Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier in Ottawa.

He said it was the most humbling 
thing he has ever done in his young life.

His mother and I spent several days 
at the Tomb reflecting on the sacrifice 
of  others and what those sacrifices 
mean to the families of  those who 
currently serve and for those that have 
died serving their country.

The Tomb is located at the National 
War Memorial.

Atop the Memorial is a statue 
honouring the sacrifices in Canada’s 
wars from South Africa to Afghanistan, 
replete with representations of  the 
weapons of  war.

The National War Memorial and 
the Tomb do not glorify war. They 
honour sacrifice. The presence of  
representations of  war does not take 
away from the power or solemnity of  
the Memorial or the Tomb.

To those who think a LAV has no place 
at the Cenotaph, I look forward to their 
campaign to remove the representation 
of  the weapons of  war from that special 
place in Ottawa.

 paul Clarry
Aurora

H. Grimset has questioned the 
information I provided in my open 
letter to MP Leona Alleslev on 
Trudeau’s promise to fast-track 25,000 
Syrian refugees.  

Firstly, Grimset questioned my 
reference to a European and Middle 
East counterfeiting industry for Syrian 
passports. Counterfeit Syrian passports 
have been reported by the BBC, The 
Wall Street Journal and numerous 
other sources. If  you check the French 
news reports, you will also find that I 
was accurate when I stated that a fake 
Syrian passport was found on one of  
the Islamic extremists who killed and 
injured 500 innocent people shutting 
down Paris.

Secondly, Grimset does not believe 
that a handful of  extremists entering 
our country could create acts of  
terrorism against our population 
and asks me for facts to back this up.  
I guess Grimset has not heard about the 
Via train plot, or the Toronto 18 who 
were plotting a series of  mass killings? 
If  it was not for savvy investigators, 
we would have had terrible losses of  
human life.

Thirdly, in response to my question 
I posed which was “Where are Syria’s 
oil wealthy neighbours Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates, who have not taken 
in one refugee?”  Grimset refers to 
this as an untrue statement however, 
The Washington Post, Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch 
substantiate my assertion.

Finally, Grimset states “let’s be real, 
those who believe in it (ISIS caliphate) 
are happy to stay put.”  On the contrary, 
ISIS spreads their hateful ideology 
worldwide instantaneously through 
the internet and social media. ISIS 
previously controlled large areas of  
Syria and Iraq but has spread like a 
cancer to Yemen, Libya, Egypt, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Pakistan and has recently 
appeared in Afghanistan.

I stand by my facts.
 

Shelley Wister
Aurora

Below a plain wall adorned with 
numerous paintings, sketches and 
photographs of  Elizabeth Taylor was a 
glass case with various items related to 
the actress’ professional life.

There were run-of-the-mill movie 
magazines, Christmas cards signed 
with the last name of  the husband du 
jure, and clippings from a variety of  
publications from around the world. 

One item, however, caught my 
eye: a rather large photo of  Taylor 
with then husband Mike Todd at the 
races with friends Eddie Fisher and 
Debbie Reynolds (the parents of  Star 
Wars’ own Princess/General Leia… 
you know, to keep this current). I had 
seen the picture before, but this one 
was different. Ms. Reynolds, on far 
right of  the photo, had been crudely 
ripped off  the side of  the photo leaving 
Liz pictured with husbands number 
three and four, before the jilted wife, 
and perceived victim of  the biggest 
celebrity sex scandal of  the day, was 
hastily scotch taped back into place.

This wasn’t the destruction and 
restoration of  the average movie fan; 
this was the work of  Andy Warhol, 
whose movie memorabilia is now on 
display through the end of  the month 
at Toronto’s TIFF Bell Lightbox.

For some reason, this little clipping 
fascinated me more than many of  the 
other more beautiful, noteworthy and 
indeed iconic pieces in the exhibition, 
because I was just dying to know 
the journey this photo took from 
publication to this glass case in Toronto.

Was Ms. Reynolds’ tear a simple 
act of  a clipping gone wrong, or was 
she ripped out of  the photo by Warhol 
himself  in a fit of  loyalty to the violet-
eyed beauty? Probably the latter, but 
are we ever going to know for sure? 
Probably not. 

The journey has always been 
fascinating for me.

Having grown up in a house full of  an 
ever shifting parade of  antiques brought 
in to enjoy for a time before being sold 
off  to finance the next purchase, the 
past of  each piece always held a bit of  
intrigue. Take, for example, a simple 
pair of  wooden chairs. This matched set 
is identical in every way except for the 
size of  the seats, comprised of  woven 
sinews of  a long-since-hunted creature 
tied to the wooden frame of  the rest of  
the chair. The wider of  the seat was, 
one assumes, for the gentleman of  the 
family, while the narrower of  the two 
was the perch for the lady of  the house 

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Alison Collins-Mrakas, 
Ron Coe of the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, Brock 
Weir, and MPP Chris 
Ballard

to accommodate her voluminous skirts. 
I assume this was the case, but the lady 
of  the house might have simply had a 
larger-than-normal rear end. Their 
posteriors are historical postscripts. 

Or take a run-of-the-mill trunk that 
is currently in my front hall. It’s an 
ordinary trunk from the outside, but 
open it up and pasted in the lid is a front 
page from an Irish newspaper from the 
late 1700s.

How and why it is there, and the 
significance of  any particular item on 
the tattered and browned newsprint, 
is lost to the ages, but the physical 
remains are still here – and just happen 
to be biding their time in an Aurora 
townhouse until fate conspires to send 
it on to the next leg in its journey.

It now has good company thanks to 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard 
and the crafty woodworkers at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

On Thursday afternoon, I was 
honoured to receive a Maple Leaf  
Forever pen from Mr. Ballard. 

The pen is one of  30 created by 
members of  the Seniors’ Centre from 
wood taken from the historic Maple 
Leaf  Forever tree, the Toronto tree that 
inspired Alexander Muir to pen The 
Maple Leaf  Forever, which was, for 
decades, considered Canada’s unofficial 
anthem. The tree was felled by a 
windstorm in 2013 and the remaining 
wood was divvied up between a number 
of  organizations, including the Seniors’ 
Centre, for use in projects celebrating 
cultural and heritage initiatives. 

Apparently I was nominated by 
former councillor Alison Collins-

Mrakas, and chosen by Mr. Ballard’s 
selection committee for our ongoing 
efforts here at The Auroran to promote 
local history as well as my work, 
wearing another hat, to help organize 
the community celebration this past 
September 9, to mark the date The 
Queen surpassed the record set by her 
predecessor, Queen Victoria, as our 
longest reigning monarch.

That was certainly a labour of  love, 
so to receive something as unique as 
this was a distinct honour.

From his window, Muir cast his eyes 
on that tree. Who could have guessed 
that the trunk holding up those boughs 
would inspire something as enduring 
as The Maple Leaf  Forever, a song that 
has not only stood the test of  time, but 
has inspired others to dissect and sew 
it back up again in versions apparently 
more palatable to today’s politically 
correct audiences.

Mother Nature might have had 
different plans for the tree, but its 
journey continues, splintered off  in 
different directions, for projects great 
and small. 

Who knew that a piece of  it would 
make its way into these hands, playing 
a leading role in writing the first draft 
of  the column you are reading at this 
very moment. 

I don’t often hammer out the first 
iteration of  Brock’s Banter in longhand 
anymore, but with this neat little pen in 
my possession, it seemed like the most 
fitting way to inaugurate it. 

Ours promises to be a relationship 
with significantly more endurance 
than Eddie Fisher’s with either 
Elizabeth Taylor or the scotch taped 
Debbie Reynolds, and the pen – 
given, in the end, to commemorate a 
commemoration of  Queen Elizabeth 
II – might look nice on top of  the Irish 
trunk, in a woody act of  reconciliation.
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Happy New Year!

Predictions for Aurora in 2016

lEttEr to  thE  Editor

MP’S REPORT
leona Alleslev, Mp

Aurora-oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

Best wishes to you and your family 
for a happy, healthy, and successful 2016.

 
Constituency office Now open!

I am pleased to announce that 
my constituency office is now open 
to serve the people of  Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill.  We are located 
centrally in the riding at 12820 Yonge 
Street, Suite 202, in Richmond Hill.

We can be reached by phone at 905-
773-8358.  My staff  and I are there to 
assist you with federal programs and 
services such as Old Age Security, 
Canada Pension Plan, Citizenship 
and Immigration, among others.  We 
welcome you to our office and look 
forward to serving you. 

 
pre-Budget Consultation

We want you to tell us how to spend 
your tax dollars. While this article will 
be published the day after my public 
pre-budget consultation meeting has 
taken place, input is needed on ways to 
help grow our economy and make our 
community an even better place.  Your 
insights will guide our government’s 
work as we prepare the 2016 Federal 
budget.  You can email your comments 
to me on what your priorities for the 
upcoming federal budget are to Leona.
Alleslev@parl.gc.ca. I look forward to 
submitting our pre-budget consultation 
report on behalf  of  Aurora-Oak  
Ridges-Richmond Hill to Finance 

Minister Bill Morneau. 
 

Canada Summer Jobs program
Are you interested in hiring students 

this coming summer?  The Canada 
Summer Jobs (CSJ) application period 
is now open!  I encourage not-for-
profit organizations, public sector 
employers and small businesses 
to apply for funding through the 
CSJ.  This unique federal funding 
initiative helps employers create 
summer job opportunities for students.    
  
Faced with high unemployment and 
underemployment, many young people 
have difficulty finding valuable work 
experience. It is time to invest in young 
Canadians to ensure they can begin 
their careers and contribute fully to 
our economy. 

  
Please note that the application period 
for employers will run from January 4 
to February 26, 2016, which will allow 
students to be hired beginning May 
2016.  More information can be obtained 
by calling my office at 905-773-8358 or 
online at www.servicecanada.gc.ca.

CanExport
The Federal Government is 

introducing a new program called 
CanExport which will provide $50 
million to help small and medium 
sized enterprises across the country 
take advantage of  global export 
opportunities. CanExport will 
benefit hundreds of  Canadian 
small businesses each year through 
matching contributions of  between 
$10,000 and $100,000 towards export 
development costs. This is a key part 
of  our government’s commitment to 
help Canadian companies succeed 
abroad while creating good-quality jobs 
and growth at home. Companies with 
fewer than 250 employees and between 
$200,000 and $50 million of  annual 
revenue in Canada are eligible to apply 
for this initiative. Applications are 
available online at international.gc.ca/
canexport and funding is available 
immediately.

The year Ahead
Like many of  you, I have been 

thinking about this New Year and what 
it will entail. I look forward to 2016 with 
excitement because everyone I have 
met in our community is working hard 
to make Aurora-Oak Ridges- Richmond 
Hill a better place which will inevitably 
help make Canada a better country. So I 
thank you for your good work, I hope to 
see you at my office or in the community, 
and I wish you all the best in 2016!

At the end of  last month we looked 
back at what happened in 2015 in 
Aurora.

Today, we turn our minds forward 
to predict what we may expect to see in 
Town in 2016.

The annual tax increase will be met 
with cries of  joy, because even though it 
is a few times the rate of  inflation, this 
is Aurora, so we know from experience 
that it could have been even worse.

The feeling that winter will never 
end will be supported by February 
having an extra Leap Year day.

Council’s response to the pending 
relocation of  Magna’s headquarters 
out of  Aurora will be to sigh a lot.

Quantities of  dust generated from the 
construction in the 2C lands will peak 
on nearby residents’ patio furniture, 
windows and cars just in time for the 
start of  the annual summer water ban.

Aurora will host as many events 
for the 2016 Summer Olympics being 
held in Rio de Janeiro as it did for the 
Pan Am Games held in 2015 in venues 
across the GTA. 

Aurorans will bask in a rare twelve 
month period without municipal, 
provincial or federal elections. 

The dandelion will finally be adopted 
as Aurora’s official flower.

By mid-morning, commuters 
parking in the closest available spots 
to the Aurora GO train station will 

find they’re actually closer to the 
Newmarket GO station.

Elated by the cost savings realized 
from allowing more snow to accumulate 
on streets before they are cleared, the 
Town will raise the minimum length 
of  grass before it is cut on municipal 
properties to six inches.

Yonge Street merchants hoping to 
cash in on the popularity of  the current 
retail centre of  Aurora will rebrand 
their commercial area as “Bayview 
West.”

Proponents of  the newer Town flag 
who complain that the old one has 
been reinstated, will be appeased by 
the flying of  the old flag on odd days 
and the new one on even days. This will 
eventually become an issue if  the Town 
ends up adopting more than 365 flag 
designs.

As more condos are approved and 
built at Yonge and Wellington, it will 
become faster to walk the 500 metres on 
either side of  this intersection than to 
drive through it.

Weddings held at municipal venues 
will be slow to increase in popularity, 
but will still do so at a faster rate than 
honeymoons in Town, unless some 

hotels are built.
Aurorans will learn much more - and 

in some cases, too much - about their 
neighbours when the clear bag program 
for waste pickup is finally introduced.

Joining cell towers and super 
mailboxes on the list of  things that 
Aurorans agree are necessary, but that 
they do not want to see in their own 
neighbourhoods; infill. 

Discussions on how Aurora will 
celebrate Canada’s sesquicentennial 
in 2017 will consist mainly of  “what’s 
in it for us” complaints about how the 
federal government is not giving us 
enough funding to pay for all our ideas.

The first anniversary of  the re-
opening of  the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex following extensive repairs 
will be overshadowed by word that a 
whole new series of  similarly extensive 
repairs will soon be required.

Junk mail thefts from super 
mailboxes will become a new trend 
as people start stealing fliers to burn 
as fuel to defray rapidly increasing 
heating costs.

Some of  the many topics under 
discussion as we entered 2016 that will 
still be unresolved as we move into 2017: 
a tree bylaw, library square’s future, 
and what to do with the hydro funds.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

AURORAN POLL
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Reader urges voices to be 
heard at Council on  
January 26

On January 26, Council will discuss 
a Notice of  Motion tabled by Councillor 
Tom Mrakas, requesting the Province 
of  Ontario for much needed change to 
limit the jurisdiction of  the Ontario 
Municipal Board. (OMB). If  you care 
about how your Town is developed 
going forward, please try and attend 
this meeting in support of  this motion.

I am elated to see this motion 
address the most important concern 
facing every Ontario municipality 
confronted with the threat of  
unwanted development. So frequently 
this development is in opposition to 
the Official Town Plan that has been 
paid for by tax payers, adopted by 
Council, and already approved by the 
province!

Most people are unaware of  the 
shocking reality that the OMB, 
composed of  appointed officials, has 
the power to overturn a decision made 
by our elected representatives. 

 We live in the most wonderful, 
free, democratic country in the world 
but here in Ontario - our precious 
democratic freedom stops dead at the 
door of  the OMB. At that point, a kind 
of  tyranny takes over in the form 
of  this quasi-judicial body that is 
basically feudal in nature, disguised 
as a legitimate government board.

We are allowed no participation 
in decisions made by the OMB that 
restrict our freedom to build our 
communities the way we want. 
Although the OMB appears to provide 
a forum for private citizens to speak at 
hearings, hard experience has taught 
many of  us that this is only window 
dressing. Citizen presentations are 
always ignored.

In 2011 – right here in Aurora - the 
OMB thumbed its nose at Aurora’s 
Official Town Plan, along with the 
wishes of  large groups of  citizens, 
regarding the Lebovic Golf  Course 
development. The OMB used its 
unilateral power to overturn a 
decision made by Council.

Our talented town planners, paid 
with our tax dollars, created a solid 
Official Town Plan approved by our 
Mayor and Town Council that did not 
include development in this location. 
Accordingly, Council voted no to this 
development but, stunningly, the 
OMB has the power to overturn any 
such decision - and they did – and 
continue to do so with impunity. It is 
just so wrong.

Reform of  this archaic, outdated 
institution is long overdue – yet 
despite previous attempts, somehow 
Ontarians have lacked the political 
resolve to take the necessary steps 
to limit its jurisdiction and power. 
At the end of  the day, the OMB is 
paid for with our tax dollars. Our 
own tax dollars are used to overturn 
decisions made by our duly elected 
representatives – which are also paid 
for by our tax dollars. Apparently 
accountable to no one, the sweeping 
power of  the OMB has no place in 
our modern democratic society. In 
Ontario today, it is important to 
fully recognize that our freedom and 
democratic rights have been hijacked 
by OMB, and the very fact that this is 
even possible puts our entire system 
at risk.

It would be so great if  you could write 
to allcouncillors@aurora.com and ask 
them to support this motion. Hopefully 
other municipalities will follow suit 
and get this ball rolling. It has to start 
somewhere. How wonderful to think 
we may be able to start it right here 
in Aurora!

Janet Matthews
Aurora

Do you think on-road overnight 
parking should be allowed on 
winter evenings when snow  

events aren’t forecasted?

A) Yes  B) No  C) Unsure

The Aurora Museum  
& Archives

 is celebrating…
HoT pASTRAMI 

 SANdWICH dAy
(January 14)

Top Left: Invoice issued to John Van Nos-
trand from butchers Wells & Terry for $42.83, 
dated December 31, 1887. Wells & Terry 
were located on the west side of Yonge 
Street south of Wellington. Bottom Left: 
Postcard of Fred Morris’ butcher shop on 
Wellington Street East, Aurora, circa 1920s. 
Right: The Heinz Book of Salads and Meat 
Recipes, c. 1937. 

(The Aurora Museum and Archives)
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Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Seafood Week

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

OPEN EVERY

DAY FOR LUNCH Friday, January 15 ~ DJ Angelo
Saturday, January 16 ~ Decade

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

January 14 - 20

Including Oysters, Scallops, Mussels,
Shrimp, Seafood Chowder, European Seabass,
Mahi-mahi, Crab Cakes, Lobster Tail,
& a Seafood Platter for two! (Limited quantities available)

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

15815 YONGE ST. AURORA 
MCALPINEFORD.COM 905-841-0800

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-
Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a 
business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence.  
© RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2015. All rights reserved. 15_90409_JHN_002

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

 

Professional investment  
advice that’s close to home 

John ExlEr, cfp, cim 
Associate Portfolio Manager  
john.exler@rbc.com

EilEEn Vardon, pfp 
Associate Investment Advisor 
eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Exler Wealth Management Group  
of RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor 
Aurora, ON  L4G 1N1

905-841-5771 | 1-855-841-2299 
www.johnexler.com

Whether you’re looking to maximize your retirement savings, enhance 
your after-tax retirement income or protect your wealth for future 
generations, the Exler Wealth Management Group of RBC Dominion 
Securities can help you reach your goals.

Contact John and Eileen to discuss your wealth management needs.

can we not develop a better policy 
or framework to deal with this so 
everybody, at the end of  the day, feels 
like they are adding to a solution?”

It is all about finding proactive 
approaches, he adds, and Councillor 
Mrakas says he agrees it is possible 
to hash out a solution that works for 
everyone.

“While we feel that not every 
development of  a golf  course 
within each community is the same, 
and there is a uniqueness to each 
community, there are similarities 
on how development would occur,” 
says Councillor Mrakas. “Instead of  
fighting these battles individually, we 
think it is a good idea for all of  us to get 
together. As a group, we are stronger 
in coming up with a policy that can lay 
the groundwork as far as any future 

redevelopment of  any golf  courses 
within any communities in Ontario.

“I don’t think anyone is anti-
development or pro-development, it is 
more about responsible development 
and something that fits within each 
community on its own. We all have a 
unique style and way the community 
works and we want to hold onto it. 
Developers coming in and taking up 
every last bit of  green space, golf  
courses especially, and just cramming 
it with housing and saying they are 
fulfilling the provincial interest, I don’t 
see how that is fulfilling the provincial 
interest and, at the end of  the day, I 
think Aurora needs to take the lead 
and ensure that leadership in bringing 
everyone together to come up with a 
policy we are missing.”

Existing official plans, they say, are 

missing key policy statements on golf  
courses, and creating a specific policy 
geared just towards these developments 
is essential in moving forward so 
“we don’t have to continuously waste 
taxpayer money fighting the same 
battles in each municipality over and 
over again,” adds Councillor Mrakas.

For Councillor Thompson, however, 
change is twofold: identifying these 
plots of  common ground, and having 
a united voice to advocate higher for 
change. Ultimately, he says, these 
developments are governed by the 
Planning Act and it is important to 
look at amendments and changes to the 
legislation.

“Once we, collectively, as 
municipalities, have a better 
understanding of  where to go, you 
can then engage the Province in how 
we can work together to find a better 
way to deal with the golf  course 
redevelopments, even something as 
simple as timing,” says Councillor 
Thompson. “The Planning Act says 
it is a 120 day [window] and that is 
a fairly tight timeframe to deal with 
such significant applications like golf  
course redevelopment and dealing 
with a lot of  land, a lot of  homes, and a 
lot of  issues. That constraint, by itself, 
is difficult to pull off.”

As The Auroran reported last month, 
a further motion from Councillor 

Mrakas will task Council with debating 
whether or not significant overhauls 
need to take place at the Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB) regarding its 
jurisdiction on planning applications 
that come before the municipality. 
This, he says, goes hand in hand, with 
what he hopes will be achieved at this 
summit.

“I have spoken to a few mayors and 
they are very interested in taking 
part in a summit such as this,” says 
Councillor Mrakas. “They are glad 
Aurora has taken the lead and I think, 
at the end of  the day, you always hear 
good leaders listen, but good leaders 
also act, and I think it is time Aurora 
takes action, especially when it comes 
to this type of  redevelopment. I hope 
Council unanimously supports this.”

Added Councillor Thompson: 
“Everybody seemed frustrated with the 
[Highland Gate] process as it was and 
my tendency is always [to ask] what we 
can learn from it and how we can make 
it better. While this motion and what 
comes out of  it might not have any 
impact on our current situation, I think 
it is the right thing for us to do going 
forward. There are other golf  courses 
in Town and that is not to say they will 
be developed, but you never know what 
the future holds. I think we need to get 
ahead of  this, not just for Aurora, but 
for other municipalities.”

By Brock Weir

If  you were pressed to sum up the 
winter, so far, in just one word, chances 
are “erratic” might be near the top of  the 
list.

To that end, Councillor John Abel is 
calling for a bit of  leniency in Aurora’s 
on-street parking restrictions that come 
into effect during the winter months.

Coming into force in the late fall, the 
winter parking restrictions prohibit on-
street parking overnight to allow the safe 
and easy passage of  snow plows clearing 
the streets. With snow events few and 
far between, however, these restrictions 
are causing headaches for residents, 
according to Councillor Abel.

“My biggest concern is our winter 
parking restrictions and I want to 
advocate for some leniency,” said the 
Councillor to Town Directors in a recent 
discussion on sweeping changes to 
parking policy in Aurora’s Downtown 
Core.  “When we did this the first day 

[in 2015] we had 51 tickets issued. You 
certainly made it known that winter 
parking is enforced and we hadn’t had 
any snow plowing to date.

“The Where Is My Plow? App was 
not online for the simple reason it 
hadn’t snowed. I don’t know why we are 
enforcing parking. I do want to adapt 
what they do in other municipalities 
and that is to work with residents. In 
Ottawa, which gets twice the snowfall we 
get, they don’t have winter parking. If  
their communication says snow is in the 
forecast, then vehicles have to be removed 
from the road. That is working with your 
residents and being practical, in my 
mind.  I think we can say to our residents 
that if  there is snow in the forecast, you 
have to remove your car rather than start 
[the enforcement] and end it when there 
is no snow falling.”

A further report on possible changes 
to the on-street parking ban is expected 
by the end of  the winter for possible 

Winter parking restrictions should  
be more “lenient”: Abel

Councillors want Aurora to take lead on reforming redevelopment
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LEARNING FOR LIFE. CREATING THE FUTURE.

Going Global
Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program teaches students skills that 

are collaborative, innovative and creative – encouraging them to consider 

the world from different perspectives and to think critically about our 

global context.

All students – from JK to Grade 12 – are immersed in a program that 

prepares students for university while also encouraging them to make 

a difference in the world as ethical, compassionate and values-based 

decision-makers.

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School | Since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Join us at our OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, January 16   |   10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

“If you want to be 
healthy and live to 
100, do Qigong.” – Dr. 
Mehmet Oz

Five thousand years 
ago, the Chinese prac-
ticed a secret self-healing 
art behind closed doors 
called Qigong (“chee-
gung”). Practitioners 
were reported to have 
radiant skin, very strong 
muscles and bones, and 
a deep sense of peace 
and tranquility. The 
exercises were said to be 
simple and gentle, yet it 
was whispered that regular 
practice could reverse serious illness and the 
ravages of aging.

The gentle, rhythmic movements of Qigong 
reduce stress, build stamina, increase 
vitality, and enhance the immune system. It 
has also been found to improve cardiovascular, 
respiratory, circulatory, lymphatic and digestive 
functions.

Many practitioners describe an im-
proved sense of health and well-being, a 
diminishment of stress and/or fatigue, 
healthy weight loss, and the elimination of 
pain, among other health benefi ts. People do 
Qigong to maintain health, heal their bodies, 
calm their minds, and reconnect with their 
spirit.

Qigong’s great appeal is that everyone can 
benefi t, regardless of ability, age, belief system 
or life circumstances.

Today, more than 100 million people 
practice Qigong. It is often part of a well-round-

ed health and fi tness 
p r o g r a m ,  w h i l e 
also being used as a 
complementary therapy 
in hospitals and clinics 
in China and the west.

Radiant Lotus Wom-
en’s Qigong (RLWQ) is 
one of the forms taught 
on Monday nights for 
women in Aurora On-
tario. RLWQ is especially 
helpful for women 
undergoing chang-
es in their health, 
including challeng-
ing cycles, hormonal 

issues and menopausal 
symptoms.

RLWQ focuses as much on emotional health 
as on physiology, taking the whole woman into 
account.  It provides options for releasing old 
energy patterns in the body while encourag-
ing the body’s natural immune systems. The 
response from attendees has been over-
whelmingly positive. Women are integrating 
RLWQ into their lives and enjoying tangible, 
invigorating results. 

Come and experience for yourself why 
qigong has been practiced for 5ooo years and is 
now catching on in North America. 

Monday nights 7pm-8:15pm Jan. 18th in 
Aurora.  qigongyes@gmail.com for info and 
registration. 

4 Friday mornings 9am-10am Jan. 29th for 
men and women in Aurora www.yogaforlife.ca 
or call Andrea at 905-505-1324

Qigong: Ancient Chinese 
Healing for Modern Times

andrea roth Qigong teacher

Introductory OfferIntroductory Offer

Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio, 15 Furbacher Lane,  Aurora, ON L4G 6W2

289-221-9239 | www.artisticaballroomdance.com

3 Lessons for$993 Lessons for$99+hst+hst

Learn how to naturally overcome these 
factors for lasting weight loss 

and a balanced life

It is no secret that we typically gain 
weight as we age. Our metabolism 
slows down, responsibilities pile up and 
before you know it, you’re well above 
the recommended weight for your age, 
height and gender. But did you know 
that you have the power to stop the per-
petuating cycle of  weight gain right at 
its source? 

Fad diets, media advertorials and 
advice from your sisters, friends, neigh-
bour can make the topic of  weight loss 
not only confusing, but daunting and fi t 

only for the young gym buff  you typi-
cally see on TV. Did you know, there 
could be some underlying health rea-
sons why your body is choosing to store 
fat and calories as opposed to burning it 
for fuel and energy? Our hormones gov-
ern everything in our bodies from our 
mood to how we eat, sleep, drink, and 
even breathe. Consider your energy lev-
els; do you struggle with low sex drive, 
getting to sleep at night or even waking 
up in the morning? Ever feel that 3pm 
energy crash, or do your food cravings 
control your day? These factors all 
point to an underlying hormone imbal-
ance that is undeniably keeping you fat! 

Are you associating these symptoms 
with getting older? We’re here to show 
you that it’s not about age, it’s about a 
body imbalance. This workshop will 
give you the information and resources 

you need to change your life! Go from 
experiencing:

•  Fluctuant moods and emotions to 
steady, even and controlled moods

•  Fatigue, impotence and low 
energy to vitality, stamina and 
a better sex life

• Sleepless nights to achieving 
a great night’s sleep

• Being overweight to having 
a strong, lean body

The King West Chiropractic and 
Wellness Centre invite you to join Dr. 
Vienna Iafrate, ND for an information 
session on how these 5 factors are keep-
ing you fat, and how you can begin mak-
ing changes to your diet, lifestyle and 
overall health. She will discuss how to 
begin detoxing your diet, how to reset 
your circadian rhythm to sleep better, 
eat better and live a more energized 
and active lifestyle. Weight loss doesn’t 
have to be scary or confusing! Allow Dr. 
Iafrate to take the guess work out of  
your lifestyle choices and lead you on 
the path to better health and wellness 
care.     

This is a free workshop.

The workshop will be held on 
Tuesday January 19th from 7:30pm to 
9pm at the King West Chiropractic and 
Wellness Centre. 141 King Rd, Unit 10, Rich-
mond Hill. Seating is limited. To make 
a reservation please call: 905-773-2225.

Did you know that you have 
the power to stop 

the perpetuating cycle of 
weight gain right at its source?

The Top 
5 

Factors 
Keeping 
You FAT

DR. VIENNA IAFRATE N.D.

Before You Buy outlines pleasures 
and pitfalls of settling in Aurora

By Brock Weir

Some might fall in love with a 
property backing onto a picturesque 
creek or woodlot without considering 
some of  the restrictions on the property 
lines.

Others might be attracted to the 
hustle, bustle and convenience of  living 
on a busy traffic corridor without fully 
appreciating everything that entails. 

Buying a house, condo, or investment 
property is never a decision that is 
made lightly, but the municipality is 
hoping to make the decision to settle in 
Aurora just a little bit easier with their 
new “Before You Buy” guide.

The eight page guide, which is now 
available online and in hard copy at 
Town Hall, is intended to answer many 
questions about the community and 
outline some of  the common issues that 
might not be given full consideration at 
the point of  purchase.

“This is an attempt to be a little more 
proactive and work with potential 
new residents in Town and give 
them some thoughts around issues 
and some considerations they might 
want to think about before they move 
forward with their purchase,” says 
Anthony Ierullo, Aurora’s Manager of  
Corporate Communications. “It tries to 
get people informed and ahead of  the 
game with respect to understanding 
the implications of  various parts of  
purchasing a new home, either resale 
or a new home from the purchaser.

“It is just about education and 
trying to get people really clear in their 
understanding of  what to expect in 
this scenario versus something slightly 
different. If  you back onto a park, what 
can you expect with the use that is 
going on and what might you be dealing 
with on a day to day life perspective? 
If  you back onto a natural open space, 
here are some of  the things you can and 
should consider and what you can and 
can’t do in that space. It touches on a 
lot of  the questions we get from people 
coming in after they have purchased the 

property and it tries to get ahead and 
educate people at the front end, again, 
being proactive.”

Launched at the very end of  2015, 
the Before You Buy guide is expected to 
come into its own this year. While copies 
are available at municipal facilities, 
Mr. Ierullo says it is his hope the guide 
becomes more widely available later 
this year, including being put in the 
hands of  realtors and made available 
at sales centres which now dot the 
landscape on Aurora’s east side.

“Our plan is, and we have actually 
begun this process, is getting a more 
robust print and circulating it with 
some of  the real estate offices and sales 
centres that are selling new homes in 
Town so the distribution is a little bit 
more widespread,” he says. “So far, 
there has been a little bit of  feedback 
and it has generally been quite positive. 
People seem to really like the tool 
and we have received a lot of  positive 
feedback from Council as well. 

“There has always been a link 
between the quality of  life in Town 
and business attraction. The quality 
of  life is one of  your best investment 
attraction tools and there are often 
similar considerations. This type 
of  guide could also be helpful in 
terms of  helping people transition 
and potentially make a decision on 
investment.”

To download the Before You Buy guide, 
visit www.aurora.ca/buyersguide. 

Advertorial

Advertorial



THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 14, 2016THE AURORAN, Thursday, January 14, 2016Page  8             Page 9

Arts & Culture

SNAPD AURORA & HIGHLAND AUTOMOTIVE PROFESSIONALS PRESENTS…

Sponsorship
Opportunities Available
 Please contact Melanie Bell
 647-339-3394
 or Jennifer Copley
 905-727-9444
 aurora@snapd.com

January 16th 2016
6-9pm
Highland GM Showroom
15783 Yonge Street, Aurora 

•  Dancing
•  Food & Beverages
•  Silent Auction
•  Loot Bags

To purchase tickets:
  visit aurora.snapd.com

For girls aged 6-13 and their 
      Father    Grandfather    Uncle

Tickets $25 each
   Proceeds to benet

Only 150 
Tickets 

Available

Aurora Chamber of Commerce

YOU are invited
We’re Back To Business at 
the Aurora Chamber

Reserve Your Seat Today: 
905 727 7262

or at aurorachamber.on.ca

Join us on Thursday, January 28
9 am - 11 am

St. Andrews Valley Golf Club

Members and the community at large are invited to join the 
Chamber in laying the foundation for a renewed and revitalized 
association.
 
The Board of Directors and staff will present the strategic plan 
for an organization committed to representing local business. 
 
Have a voice in your Chamber. 

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Last orders to be placed by Saturday February 6th. Don’t Miss Out!

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

OPEN SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 11AM – 4PM 

Delicious 
Piri Piri Wings!
Hot, Med, or Mild

SPECIAL 

add medium coleslaw for

$2.99 

$5.99

1 lb $1375

3Lb for $39 
includes 

medium fi res & dip

includes side fries & dip 
add creamy coleslaw for 

Emotions run high at graduate art show – by design
By Brock Weir

Before she took out her camera, 
Nicole Cipriani knew nothing about the 
iconic Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, 
but the more she learned, the more she 
became inspired.

Impressed with her backstory, Nicole 
set out to recreate Kahlo’s famous 
evocative self-portraits, so much so that 
she turned the lens on herself, added 
some colour to her eyebrows and lips, 
and set to work “capturing an emotion.”

“Frida painted for herself  and only 
herself,” says Nicole. “She wanted to 
express emotion and that is something 
all the artists here can relate to. We 
create for us and to inspire other people.”

This was a sentiment left in little 
doubt as students, teachers, dignitaries 
and local art lovers filled the Aurora 
Cultural Centre last week for the 
opening of  two new exhibitions curated 
by art students from Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School and St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Catholic High School, which 
run through this Saaturday. While 
they tackled their individual shows 

from their respective schools and 
perspectives, they were united in their 
themes of  making a difference and 
touching the individual. 

“The word that comes to mind with 
this show is brilliant,” said Mayor Geoff  
Dawe who presided over the opening. 
“The art is absolutely fabulous and, as 
I go around, it is so gratifying that this 
facility is used for this kind of  purpose. 
I think it is incredibly important to 
our community the work you artists 
have done sharing with us some of  
your innermost thoughts. It is very 
challenging to come up with a theme 
[like social activism] because it could 
mean almost anything. There is some 
really fascinating stuff.”

This is the sixth year the Aurora 
Cultural Centre has opened its galleries 
to the work of  local high school students. 
For curator Stephanie Nicolo, it was a 
celebration of  all forms of  art from the 
visual arts provided on the wall by each 
school, to the performance art offered 
that evening from Williams students, 
to the goodies served up by culinary 
students from St. Max. 

“Last year we started to evolve 
the program as well to include new 
opportunities for student curators,” 
said Ms. Nicolo. “The program allows 
the students from the participating 
classes or art councils to take an extra 
step and further their development to 
learn how to take it from painting in the 
studio, taking a photograph, or putting 
on an exhibition.”

These opportunities were not only 
appreciated by the student curators, but 
staff  as well, exemplified by Williams 
Principal Chris Hilmer who formed a 
heart out of  his fingers and held it to his 
chest.

“They say a picture is worth 1,000 
words, so I want to leave you with an 
image and the image is this,” he said. 
“I want to thank these student artists 
for showing their hearts, for showing 
their emotions, their feelings, giving 
us their impressions of  society, their 
impressions of  themselves.

“This is our future, what they show 
in their art. Thank you for being 
supporters of  the arts because it is 
important we show our love for the arts. 
It is important young people have that 
outlet to show their art. Just remember: 
heart. You can’t spell it without ‘art.’”

(Clockwise from top left) Nicole Cipriani with her self-portrait inspired by the work of Mexican artist Frida 
Kahlo. Dylan Torraville with his eye-catching, large-scale self-portrait. Performances by Maraiah Tantalo, 
Carly Robinson and Daniel Robinson.                                                                           Auroran photos by Brock Weir

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Gas & Oil 
Heating 

Equipment
Air

Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

(905) 773-4220 
12925 Yonge St, Richmond Hill 
King Road and Yonge Street
 
Info@OakRidgesRetirement.comwww.OakRidgesRetirement.com

If your wish list for a perfect retirement includes 
good friends, beautiful surroundings, superb 
service and a choice of enjoyable activities 
each day, then Oak Ridges is about to make 
your dreams come true. Call today to arrange 
your personal tour and lunch. We can help you 
design your perfect retirement!

You deserve the 
Oak Ridges lifestyle!

SEATING IS LIMITED! RSVP 
TO JEANNINE OR KRISTEN AT 
(905) 773-4220.

The Art of Card-Making 
Friday, January 29 • 2:00 - 4:00 pm

If you are looking for something fun to 
do on a cold January day, spend a few 
hours with us and card-designer Elaine 
Cook to explore the art of card-making.  
The cost is $25.00 per person and 
supplies are provided. 

Celebrate our 4th 
anniversary with us!
Thursday, January 14 • 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Oak Ridges Retirement Community 
is celebrating its’ 4th anniversary.  
Please join us for this great celebration 
starting with our featured dynamic 
entertainment duo the Doug and Dave 
Show, followed by a reception to toast 
our success with a glass of bubbly and 
delicious treats.

3072.indd   1 16-01-08   7:35 PM

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

416-931-4450
References available upon request

• Dating  •  Public Speaking
• Self-Confidence Building

• Personal Motivator  •  Physical Fitness
• Diet  • Dress Coordinator  

Don’t Get Comfortable...

Each one of us is unique with our own story to tell. 
At Thompson Funeral Home we understand this 
and that’s why you can rely on us to capture a 
person’s essence with a service that’s both a fi tting 
refl ection and a memorable tribute. Take the emotional 
and fi nancial stress from your family, and guarantee 
todays costs with affordable monthly payment options. 

How doYou want 

            to beRemembered?

T NHOMPSO
Funeral Home

530 Industrial Parkway S., Aurora 
905-727-5421 

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

Smoky voiced Aurora singer takes top honours in UK song writing contest
By Brock Weir

Setting out to write a love song, the last 
thing Aurora singer/songwriter Lauren 
Haze wanted was a “basic” pop song. 
That’s just not her style.

She didn’t want a ballad where she 
would appear upset, or even falling in 
love, but when she set pen to paper the 
first words that came to mind were “I 
won’t make you stay.”

This was the first building block to 
her single of  the same name. Working 
with producers to tweak the concept, this 
song about not making someone stay in 
a relationship captured the collective 
attention of  a diverse panel of  award-
winning industry professionals, who 
named Ms. Haze, 22, the Top Singer/
Songwriter in the 2015 UK Songwriting 
Contest. 

“When I found out I was in the 
semifinals, I was just so excited and over 
the moon,” says Ms. Haze. “It was just 
an incredible feeling. I am not a super-
emotional person, but I just started 
crying because I knew how competitive 
this one was and I think there were up to 
8,000 entries. To win a contest that judges 
vocals as well [as songwriting] was just 
really important to me and I am really 
excited about it.”

Ms. Haze – the professional name of  
Lauren Hoyles – always knew she had 
something to say, but this creativity 
needed a proper outlet. She was never 
a partier, she says, and always knew “it 
needed to come out one way or another.”

Spending a lot of  time in and out of  
the Hospital for Sick Children from the 
time she was three to the age of  16 with a 
thyroid condition, she found each visit to 
be an increasingly emotional one, seeing 
children battling serious illness and the 
families that came around to keep spirits 
high.

“It gave me a really deep, intimate look 
at the emotions people go through on a 
daily basis,” she recalls. “That is when I 
started to think about writing and making 
people feel a certain way. I wanted emotion 
to be a part of  my life and not necessarily 
negative emotions. I just wanted to make 
people feel something somehow.”

She began to dabble in singing and 

songwriting at the age of  12, but it is 
not something she decided to seriously 
pursue until she was 19, not confident 
enough that people would actually want 
to hear her husky voice. She is the first to 
admit hers is not a voice that lends itself  
to the sounds of  bubble gum pop, but her 
world opened up when her father began 
introducing her to the likes of  Bob Dylan.

So, Lauren Hoyles exited stage left to 
make room for Lauren Haze.

“Everyone has said I have a smoky 
voice and it sounds like I smoke a pack of  
cigarettes before I sing, but I don’t even 
smoke!” she says with a laugh. “I was in 
line to audition for Honey Jam with one 
of  my really good friends and the name 
just popped into my head. I ran it by a few 
people, but not everyone was sold on it, 
but I was so happy with it. It sounded so 
cool, but a few people were like, ‘Really?’”

Not only does she think the new name 
sounds cool, but it will do wonders for 
name recognition. Singers like Demi 
Lovato have followers like the “Lovatics”, 

so why can’t Lauren Haze have the 
“Hazers”, she ponders out loud with a 
smile.

Taking home the honours at the UK 
Songwriting Contest, 2016 might just be 
the year of  the Hazer and, if  “I Won’t Make 
You Stay” is any indication of  a future fan 
base, this will be an empowered group of  
women and men.

“I am not somebody who has been in 
a long-term relationship or anything, 
so when I write and don’t have super-
personal experience, I really have to 
focus on putting myself  in other people’s 
shoes,” she says. “I listen to my friends 
complain about their relationships and I 
see the way girls are in their relationships 
and think, ‘I wouldn’t put up with that!’ or 
‘I am going to put myself  first.’ A lot of  it 
was me advocating being a strong woman 
in a relationship. I wanted to make it an 

empowering love song for a woman or a 
man rather than just being upset or just 
falling in love.

“There is no experience like singing 
your own songs. It gives you such a 
sense of  empowerment and it just feels 
so effortless and natural singing your 
own stuff  because you know it is coming 
from your heart. I hope this win brings 
some recognition, especially from the 
UK. They have a really great music scene 
and I am hoping it opens a door to a new 
audience over there. My ultimate goal 
is to get signed, even to an indie label, to 
have a label that is advocating for you. It 
is hard as an independent artist to reach 
as many people as you can. You can reach 
a lot of  people on social media, but you 
can’t draw a massive crowd without a lot 
of  hype and marketing and we don’t have 
the resources for that.”
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PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($35 & up) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Pedicure & Manicure
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– Brows Tinting ($20)

– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

www.jennynailsspa.ca

Email
& 

Text 
Booking 
Available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Celebrating12 Years in Aurora

We have 
360 regular 

and 
200  CND Shellac/
GELISH, iBD and 

OPI Gel 
Colours 

Available

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

WE USE 
DISPOSBALE

LINER 
FOR THE 

PEDICURE

(Next to TD Bank + Across From Damir Virancic Law Firm)

One-on-one Counselling 
Group Therapy Workshops

“Sometimes the brightest light comes from the darkest places”

125 Edward Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1C3
Call Helen at: 1-866-220-6151   905-727-6802

The Journey To Recovery Program is an outpatient program suitable for the individual who is 
aware of alcohol/chemical dependency but wishes to address it privately (pay per use).
Journey To Recovery runs in 30 day intervals providing two one on one counselling sessions 
per week, daily group therapy, and psycho educational classes. The program takes place during 
evening hours enabling the individual to continue working or tending to other life obligations 
while addressing chemical dependency issues.
Journey To Recovery can refer to withdrawal management as well as residential treatment  
if required. 

JOURNEY TO 
RECOVERY 
PROGRAM

JOURNEY TO 
RECOVERY 
PROGRAM

Railing Sale!

Railing Sale!
Replace your railing with 

Canadian Made, Custom Built, 
Powder Coated Aluminum Railing 

from Lifestyle-Oasis. 

Available in: White, black, brown or driftwood.

SAVE 

10% 
during our
Winter Sale

$35.00/ft.

Post & installation extra

Expires February 29, 2016

Call 905-726-4349 today 
for a FREE estimate!

Or visit us at 240 Industrial Parkway South, Aurora
MON–THU: 9am–5pm  |  FRI: 9am–4pm

Musicians “come together” for night of Beatles classics
By Brock Weir

If  you’re a musician hoping to get the 
audience to join in, success can be hit or 
miss; that is, if  you’re singing anything 
other than a Beatles song.

Just ask Toronto musician David 
Celia.

He recalls one Christmas hanging 
around with fellow musicians John 
Sheard and his sister, Mia, and simply 
picking one song from the Fab Four and, 
before long, everyone was belting them 

out, one tune after another. 
Several years on, this trio reunites this 

month at the Aurora Cultural Centre to 
pay tribute to the iconic quartet in John 
Sheard Presents: A Night of  Beatles 
Classics. Part of  The Great Reunion 
series founded at the Centre by Mr. 
Sheard, this truly is a reunion, explains 
Mr. Celia. 

“I haven’t seen John in years, but I 
think this is going to be a lot of  fun,” he 
says. “It’s not going to be a bunch of  anal 
people trying to nail these songs. It is going 

to be effortless and joyful – and it will be 
exciting to hear what we come up with. 
We all know these songs and even though 
we’re not playing jazz, it is similar to a 
jazz gig where we all show up, we don’t 
have a lot of  time to arrange it except on 
the spot. I love being spontaneous, and 
the level of  musicianship is so high with 
these guys it is going to be exciting.”

Not leaving a lot of  time to prepare 
for the gig is not due to procrastination. 
Mr. Celia is set to return for the January 
29 concert with just hours to spare, 
following a tour with the German singer, 
Marla, with whom he is collaborating on 
a new album.

It is a long way from when he first 
picked up the drumsticks at the age of  
10, somewhat influenced by his older 
brother, Danny, who always brought 
home the latest albums, forging a bond 
over the tunes of  the 60s and 70s. By the 
time he was 13, David says he knew he 
was serious about pursuing music and 
“there was no away out.”

“When I was 17, I started playing in 
bars, made some money on the weekends, 
but always had another job at the time,” 
he recalls. “Eventually, I weaned into 
doing it full time, especially the aspects I 
love the most: performing, producing and 
recording. I was working in warehouses 
practicing jazz in my head and I just 
realised I was not going to be working 
in warehouses or factories anymore. It 
seemed clear at that point that I could do 
it. I didn’t have to be rich or famous, but I 
would be able to do it and get by, which is 
totally what has happened since.”

From there, he has toured the world, 
cut albums, and become a mainstay on 
the Canadian music scene, relishing 
the opportunities to work with people 
who have influenced him along the way, 
including Gordon Lightfoot.

Now, he has just released his latest 
album, Double Mind, which he had been 
honing on his European tour. This latest 
album is his first release on vinyl, which 
harkens back to his days listening to 
the Magical Mystery Tour around the 
turntable with his brother.

“I started listening to music on 
vinyls and had to learn songs on vinyls 
and then CDs came out,” he says. “As a 
producer, I am always trying to capture 
that analogue sound and it takes so 
much work in a digital medium. I always 
end up somewhat happy in the end, but 
as soon as you put it out in vinyl it just 
sounds perfect. It causes you to inhale 
the concept more than just playing it on 
iTunes.”

However perfect music might sound 
on vinyl, however, few things compare to 
being able to “inhale” live, and participate 
in a mutual exchange between audience 
and performer.

“I love the unexpected. I like not 
knowing what is going to happen. On 
my last tour, I had 40 shows and didn’t 
once write a set. Sometimes it is a pain 
in the ass, sometimes it is amazing to 
improvise.”

John Sheard Presents: A Night of  
Beatles Classics gets underway January 
29 at 8 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural Centre. 
Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 on the 
day of  the concert. For more information, 
visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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RAV4 AWD Limited (Model DFREVTA)/2016 Venza FWD (Model ZA3BBTA)/2016 Venza V6 XLE (Model BK3BBTB) is $17,624/$21,509/$26,334/$30,379/$26,889/$39,399/$32,164/$40,204. All-in price includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and 

♦Representative lease example based on $25,000. 0.0% lease APR for 36 months, equals a monthly payment of $306 
with a $0 down payment or trade equivalent. First monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $10,847. Based on a maximum of 60,000KM. ◊$1,000/$500/$1,000 Cash Savings available on a 2016 Corolla CE Manual (Model BURCEMA)/2016 Camry LE (Model BF1FLTA)/2016 Venza FWD (Model 

after taxes have been charged on the full amount of the negotiated price. Vehicles receiving Cash Savings 
must be leased, registered and delivered between January 5, 2016 and February 1, 2016. ‡3.49% lease APR for 60 months on a new 2016 RAV4 FWD LE (Model ZFREVTA) with an all-in price of $26,889 equals a semi-monthly payment of $135 for 119 payments with a $2,300 down payment or trade equivalent. First semi-
monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $18,413. All-in lease includes freight and fees (PDE, EHF, OMVIC fee and air condition tax, where applicable). HST, licensing, registration and insurance are extra. Dealer may lease for less. Based on a maximum of 100,000KM. Additional KM charge of $0.10 

between January 5, 2016 and February 1 , 2016. Customer paid Customer Repair Order at Canadian Toyota dealership service counter, excludes: body shop services; no-Repair Order over-the-counter parts/accessory purchases; warranty/goodwill/ECP related services/parts/labour. Applies to Repair Orders opened 

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

5
Aurora Toyota.†

Earn 250 Aeroplanmile® for any test drive
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

Did You Live at Any of the Following Institutions or Know Someone Who Did?

The Ontario Superior Court of Justice decided that a 
class action on behalf of a “Class” of people who lived 
at the above institutions is allowed to go forward. There 
is also a proposed settlement to end the class action. 

What is this case about? 
The lawsuit says the Province of Ontario failed to prop-
erly care for and protect people who lived at the Insti-
tutions. The Province of Ontario denies these claims. The 
parties have reached a proposed settlement to end the 
lawsuit. 

If you are having a difficult time dealing with these 
issues you can call 1-866-442-4465 (TTY: 1-877-627-
7027).

Are you included?
You are included in this lawsuit if:

•  You lived at one or more of the Institutions between the    
    dates listed above and were alive as of June 16, 2012;   
    or
•  You are an estate trustee of someone who lived at one  
    of the Institutions but who died after June 16, 2012.

Who represents the former residents?
The Court has appointed Koskie Minsky LLP (KM LLP) to 
represent the former residents as a Class.   

The proposed settlement
The proposed settlement includes:
•  an approximately $35.9 million settlement fund;
• a paper based claims process that will not require    
    anyone to testify in court; and
• a release by class members of all claims against the 
    Province of Ontario stemming from the Institutions. 

Compensation and legal fees
If the settlement is approved by the court, there will be 
a claims process allowing former residents who are part 
of the Class to ask for compensation.  

KM LLP agreed that it would only be paid if there was 
a settlement or a successful judgment. KM LLP will seek 
the court’s approval of its legal fees of $3.7 million plus 
$481,000 for taxes.
All payments to the class members will come from 
the settlement, after payment of legal fees, tax and a 
mandatory payment to the Class Proceedings Fund of 
$2.9 million.

Your legal rights and options
DO NOTHING: by doing nothing you automatically stay 
in the class action and wait to see if the settlement is 
approved on April 25, 2016. You can then make a claim if 
the settlement is approved. Staying in this Class will 
not impact the residence or supports received from 
community based agencies which are funded by 
Ontario.

GET OUT OF THE CLASS ACTION: If you do not want to 
be part of the settlement and want to keep your rights to 
sue Ontario individually over the claims in this case you 
need to remove yourself.  If you remove yourself, you 
cannot get money from this lawsuit.  To ask to be removed, 
send a letter to the Class Action Administrator, postmarked 
no later than April 15, 2016, that says you want to be 
removed from Clegg v. Province of Ontario.  Include your 
name, address, telephone number, and signature. You can 
also get an Opt Out Form at www.schedule1facilities.ca.

STAY IN THE CLASS ACTION BUT OBJECT TO THE SET-
TLEMENT: If you want to stay in the lawsuit but you don’t 
want the settlement approved, you can object to the settle-
ment. If you want to object to the settlement, you have to 
write to the Court and tell them why. You must send your 
written objection to the Class Action Administrator. You can 
ask to talk at the court hearing on April 25, 2016. 

Approval hearing
The settlement, claims process and counsel fees are 
subject to court approval. The approval hearing shall be 
heard on April 25, 2016 at the Superior Court of Justice in 
Toronto, Ontario. Class members may attend the hearing.  
Any class members who wish to object to the proposed 
settlement should provide written notice of their objection 
to the Claims Administrator by April 4, 2016.  

Contact information
If you need more information or wish to object, please 
contact the Class Action Administrator, toll-free, at 1-866-
442-4465 or TTY: 1-877-627-7027, write to Schedule 
1 Class Action Administrator, 3-505, 133 Weber Street 
North, Waterloo, Ontario, N2J 3G9, or by email at: 
schedule1facilities@crawco.ca.

Getting Notice to former residents
Family members, caregivers and friends of former residents 
are asked to help in getting information to former residents.  
Please show this notice to people who are impacted by this 
lawsuit or their caregivers. 

St. Lawrence Regional Centre
between April 1, 1975 - June 30, 1983 

Oxford Regional Centre 
between April 1, 1974 - March 31, 1996 or in the 
“Mental Retardation Unit” or “MR Unit” between 
Jan, 1, 1969 - March 31, 1974

 

Durham Centre for Developmentally 
Handicapped 
between April 1, 1974 - Sept. 28, 1986 

Northwestern Regional Centre 
between April 1, 1974 - March 31, 1994 

 

L.S. Penrose Centre 
between April 1, 
1974 - March 31, 1977

D’Arcy Place 
between Sept. 1, 
963 - Dec. 31, 1996

Midwestern Regional 
Centre
between Sept. 1, 
1963 - March 31, 1998

Muskoka Centre 

between Aug. 28, 
1973 - June 30, 1993

Bluewater Centre 
between April 1, 
1976 - Dec. 20, 1983

Adult Occupational 
Centre  
between Jan. 1, 
1966 - March 31, 1999

Prince Edward 
Heights 
between Jan. 1, 
1971 - Dec. 31, 1999

Pine Ridge 
between Sept. 1, 
1963 - Aug. 31, 1984

A Lawsuit and Proposed Settlement May Affect You. 

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

TO GET THIS OFFER NOW CALL  G L O B A L V U  1-800-997-6016 X 3
Visit our web sites: TV and Security www.globalvu.ca, Internet www.cnsystems.ca

77.00

77.00

Switch to Shaw Direct for great savings, including our new Ontario 
Life package designed specifically for Ontario residents with 462 
handpicked channels we know you’ll love.

905-726-4132
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Suzuki’s “Blue Dot” movement will give Aurorans say in 
environmental policy: Councillor

By Brock Weir

Residents of  Aurora should have 
a direct say in the environmental 
issues that affect them the most and, if  
Councillor Tom Mrakas gets his way, 
they will through the adoption of  the 
Blue Dot campaign.

This month, Council will consider a 
motion from Councillor Mrakas calling 
on the Town of  Aurora to endorse the 
principles of  the Blue Dot movement, 
which has been spearheaded by David 
Suzuki and his namesake foundation.

The Blue Dot movement – so-
called because of  Earth’s status as 
just one life-supporting blue dot in an 
infinite universe – focuses on bringing 
neighbours together to change where 
they live, giving them a direct link on 
local lawmakers to encourage them to 
step up and reiterate their residents’ 
“right to live in a healthy environment” 

particularly when it comes to access to 
fresh air, clean water and healthy food.

Over 100 municipal governments 
across Canada have stepped up so far 
and given this endorsement and now, 
according to Councillor Mrakas, it is 
Aurora’s turn. 

If  endorsed, Aurora would recognize 
the right to “breathe clean air, drink 
clean water, consume safe food, have 
access to nature, the right to know about 
pollutants and contaminants released 
into the local environment, and the 
right to participate in decision-making 
that will affect the environment”, while 
recognizing the role the municipality 
has in “respecting, protecting, fulfilling 
and promoting” these rights.

In addition to this recognition, the 
motion goes a step further in calling on 
the municipality to set targets, timelines 
and actions, to foster these rights 
including ensuring infrastructure and 

development projects to protect these 
rights, addressing climate change, 
prioritizing walking, cycling and 
public transit, reducing waste while 
encouraging composting and recycling, 
emphasising green spaces and, in a time 
when a significant chunk of  Aurora is 
focused on the proposed redevelopment 
of  the former Highland Gate golf  club, 
“responsibly increase density.”

“We are in the midst of  updating our 
Environmental Action Plan and that is 
part of  the work [the Environmental 
Advisory Committee] is going to be 
doing over the next year, and this is a 
good opportunity for us to incorporate 
the Blue Dot movement into any 
updates that we are going to be doing,” 
says Councillor Mrakas. “At the end of  
the day I think it is important we bring 
forward environmental initiatives and 
look to create an environment that is 
going to benefit our future generations. 

“I think all municipalities should get 
on board with this. The environment 
is important to everyone. It is not 
just a segment of  the population and 

it is not just for the now, it is for the 
future. It is something important and 
we need to speak up and take care of  
the environment and also lobby our 
Federal and Provincial governments 
to be stronger, move forward, and do 
more proactive things to protect the 
environment. I am looking forward to 
the Federal government doing more. 
They have said they are looking to do 
more at the recent conference in Paris, 
so hopefully they will continue to do 
that and we will see more things come 
out of  that.”

First, however, Aurorans are likely to 
see an update to the Town’s Corporate 
Environmental Action Plan (CEAP), 
which is currently being drafted. The 
Environmental Advisory Committee 
recently suggested a number of  
potential revisions to the plan, 
including exploring a potential Aurora-
wide ban on the sale of  water bottles. 
Such change, however, begins at home, 
and a ban could first be implemented at 
municipal facilities. 

THURSdAy, JANUARy 14
Amnesty International: Amnesty 

International writes letters on current human 
rights issues. Location: Trinity Anglican Church, 
The Rectory, 79 Victoria Street. All are welcome. 
For more information, call 905-713-6713.

FRIdAy, JANUARy 15
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents Postcard Comets Travelling Companions 
schoolhouse concert. David Partridge celebrates 
a decade of  making music with a variety of  
musical guests and engaging stories. Coffeehouse 
style setting; concert at 8 p.m. Tickets $20 plus 
HST. For information, or to purchase tickets, 
call 905-713-1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

FRIdAy, JANUARy 22
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 

Street, presents Stewart Goodyear, Piano with 
the first of  three concerts in the Great Artist 
Music Series. Tonight’s presentation: An 
Homage to Glenn Gould. Tickets $34 Adult, or $28 
Senior/Student, plus HST. Concert at 8 p.m. For 
information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-713-
1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURdAy, JANUARy 23
The White Heather Pipes and Drums present 

their annual Robbie Burns Dinner tonight 
starting at 5 p.m. An evening of  bagpipes, Scottish 
music and dancing. Enjoy haggis, roast beef, 
tatties and neeps, and Yorkshire pudding. Silent 
auction. Performance from the White Heather 
Pipes and Drums and Delayne Drive, Aurora’s 

own classic rock band. Royal Canadian Legion, 
105 Industrial Parkway North. $50 per person.

SATURdAy, JANUARy 24
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS: Free French 

language conversation group welcomes adults 
from francophones to beginners, looking to put 
their French language conversation skills into 
action. Francophones and stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their French language 
skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at 
Country Style Deli/Bistro, 14980 Yonge Street.

FRIdAy, JANUARy 29
 “Let Your Spirit Soar”: Come and celebrate 

the 15th anniversary of  the annual Music 
Night at Wesley United Church. Enjoy vibrant 
vocal presentations, instrumental magic, and 
Christian fellowship. The music begins at 7.30 
p.m. tonight at the church, located at Woodbine 
Avenue and Aurora Road. Admission: $15 ($7 for 
children under 12). For tickets and information, 
call Bob at 905-727-5017 or any Wesley Church 
member. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

is pleased to announce John Sheard Presents the 
Great Reunion – A Night of  Beatles Classics. Take 
a walk down Penny Lane, revisit Yesterday and 
wander through Strawberry Fields. You’ll know 
every song! Cash bar – concert at 8 p.m. Tickets 
$25 advance, or $30 day of  concert, plus HST. For 
information, or to purchase tickets, call 905-713-
1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.
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Make Memories at

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

March 14th 
to 18th

 $360 +HST 
 Only 12 spots available

•  Campers ride twice a day 
    for an hour each time
•  Learn stable management
•  Fun games  and activities
•  Arts and crafts
•  Before and after care 
    available.

Riding 
CAMP

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 
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Dunn’s buzzer-beater earns Tigers two points from rival Royals
By Jake Courtepatte

Aurora’s Junior A Tigers 
dramatically capped off  their first 
three-game win streak since October 
on Sunday, against their closest rival 
no less.

Nolan Dunn played the hero with 
zero seconds showing on the game 
clock, giving the Tigers a crucial two 
points over the Markham Royals at 
Markham’s Centennial Arena.

JD Falconer, a late-season pickup 
following time at St. Andrew’s College 
and a stint out west, opened the 
scoring for the Tigers just over three 
minutes in. Markham fought back 
with two of  their own before the end 
of  the period, taking a 2 – 1 lead into 
intermission.

After a scoreless second period, 
three quick markers from Drake 
Board, Alex Formenton, and Dunn 
had the Tigers up 4 – 2 less than two 
minutes into the final frame. 

Down by two in the dying minutes, 
the Royals opted to pull ex-Tiger 
goaltender Marcus Semiao with a few 
minutes left on the clock, a move which 
almost paid off. Two goals with six 
attackers, including Marco Azzano, 
capping off  a hat trick, tied the game 
with eighteen seconds remaining.

Dunn buried the game-winner off  
assists from Liam Neuman and Daniel 
Mantenuto. 

The win was the third for the Tigers 
in three days, led off  by a 6 – 3 contest 

over the Pickering Panthers on the 
road Friday. Austin Gerhart led the 
way with a four-point performance, 
while defenceman Kyle Locke had his 
first two-goal game of  the season.

Gerhart’s fine play continued into 
Saturday, adding four more assists 
in an 8 – 1 drubbing of  the Lindsay 
Muskies at the Aurora Community 
Centre. Defensively, the Tigers’ skaters 
gave goaltender Josh Boyko plenty 
of  help in allowing only 20 shots on 
net, but Boyko certainly does not go 
without merit over the weekend.

Serving backup duty for the 
majority of  the season, Boyko was 
handed the reigns of  a struggling 
Tigers defence on Friday and never 
looked back. He earned all three wins, 
improving his record to 7-4-1 on the 
year.

“It’s nice to get those wins on the 

board,” said Boyko. “The boys have 
been working hard all year, we’ve just 
been getting some bad bounces. I think 
we proved this weekend that we’re 
still a top contender in this league.”

And just like that, the Tigers are 
back in the hunt for top spot in the 
OJHL’s Northeast division. Sunday’s 
game was Markham’s second loss in 
a row, bringing the 20-12-0-6 Tigers 
back to within two points of  the lead, 
though the Royals have a game in 
hand.

It’s worth noting, however, that a 
gap has once again opened between the 
Tigers and the third-place Newmarket 
Hurricanes, with seven points now 
separating the two teams.

At least for now, the bleeding 
has stopped in the jungle. The test 
continues with two road games on 
the docket this week, first facing the 

league-leading Trenton Golden Hawks 
(30-2-1-2) on Friday.

Markham, meanwhile, gets two 
basement-dwellers in Pickering and 
Lindsay.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Alex Formenton (20) and Nolan Dunn (23) look on as Liam Ham breaks into the  Markham  end at the  
Aurora Community Centre. A buzzer-beater gave the Tigers a 5 - 4 win over the Royals on Sunday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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jason@jallanlaw.com

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CRoSSWoRd pUZZlE

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyerʼs organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noahʼs boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists  ̓workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses  ̓elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Todayʼs” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com
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shrinking furnace.
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Battle of York, Pink in the Rink to benefit Southlake cancer unit
By Jake Courtepatte

It’s a rivalry that burns deep, but 
the Aurora Tigers and Newmarket 
Hurricanes are putting it aside for one 
night to come together for a righteous 
cause.

Next Thursday’s “Battle of  York”, the 
name befitting games between the two 
Yonge Street rivals, marks the annual 
benefit in honour of  three young men 
who left their impression on junior 
hockey. 

All proceeds from the game will go 
to the cancer care unit at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre, with prizes 
up for grabs and a live silent auction 
during the game at the Ray Twinney 

Complex in Newmarket. A special 
guest appearance by Rick and Cindy 
from “Storage Wars Canada” will have 
them on hand for autograph signing, as 
well as the ceremonial puck drop.

The Hurricanes have been honouring 
the name of  past player, Kevin Lord, 
during the game since 2006, when 
he lost a year-long battle with brain 
cancer.  Lord was voted Hurricanes 
most popular player in the 2003-04 
season. He played the previous season 
with the Stouffville Spirit, also in the 
OJHL.  Lord played 36 games with 
the Hurricanes in 2003-04 and 2004-05.  
He began the 2004-05 season with the 
Hurricanes before being diagnosed with 

his illness in Jan. 2005.  His number 16 
was retired after he passed away in Apr. 
2006 by the Hurricanes and is proudly 
displayed in the Ray Twinney Complex.

A year and a half  later, tragedy struck 
the organization and the community 
once again, when Canes veteran K.J. 
Ramolla was killed in a car accident on 
the way home from the family cottage. 
With his number 19 retired by the Canes 
later that season, Ramolla’s parents, 
Karl and Sonia, have been attending the 
charity game ever since.

“It’s nice to have people come out and 
remember,” said Karl, who admitted 
to it being a tough time of  the year. 
“It shows people care, and our hockey 
family is a very big family.”

Ramolla, who began his junior 
hockey career with the Couchiching 
Terriers in 2003, spent two seasons with 
Newmarket and was a draftee of  the 
OHL’s Kingston Frontenacs.

He was set to become the Hurricanes 
captain the following season.

“All these guys were kids that K. J. 
played with for his whole life,” said 
Karl. “They’re pretty emotional about 
it and they miss him, it’s not only us. 
We lost a great human being, and I 
didn’t know how good until after he was 
gone.”

Shortly after his passing, the 
community was hit again with the 
passing of  14-year old Josh Sedore.

Though never a player, Sedore’s 
impact in junior hockey was felt off  the 
ice. He was described as the “heart and 
soul” of  the Georgina Ice, the Junior C 
affiliate of  the Hurricanes.

Sedore had just finished grade 8 when 
he lost his battle to muscular dystrophy. 
His father, Steve, has worked as the 
assistant coach of  the Hurricanes.

All three families will be present 
for the game on January 21, set for a 
puck drop of  7.30 p.m. Adult tickets 
are on sale for $10, students for $6, and 
children ten and under for $4.

The game will be the second-last 
meeting of  the year between the rival 
squads, and the last played at the 
Twinney between the two teams this 
season. The Canes visit the Aurora 
Community Centre in mid-February.

For tickets, visit www.
newmarkethurricanes.com.

Mustangs power 
through St. Jean 
de Brebeuf in 
YRAA hockey

By Jake Courtepatte

In a game almost over from the start, 
the St. Maximilian Kolbe Mustangs 
proved Monday that they belong in 
the top tier of  York Region high school 
hockey.

They cruised to a 9 – 2 victory over 
the St. Jean de Brebeuf  Black Bears at 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
scoring four times within the first five 
minutes of  play, prompting a timeout 
and a goalie change.

Goaltender Joseph Dimichele was 
perfect between the pipes until the 
dying moments of  the first period, 
when he was beat low on the penalty 
kill. The Black Bears brought the game 
to within two before forward Andrew 
Badali opened the floodgates for the 
Mustangs again with a nice deke to his 
backhand on a breakaway.

Dimichele, who was forced to contend 
with a handful of  last-ditch efforts in 
the final few minutes of  the third, has 
put together a solid tandem this season 
with goaltender Matthew Tanel, who 
was named St. Max’s male athlete of  
the month for December.

Following a year’s hiatus, the 
Mustangs hockey program has 
returned to form swiftly and effectively. 
Improving to a 6-1-0 record on the 
season, the Mustangs’ 33 goals-for is 
certainly something to behold, second 
in the ten-team division I averaging 
almost five goals a game.

The only loss of  the season came 
at the hands of  St. Theresa of  Lisieux 
almost two months ago, who remain 
the YRAA division I’s only undefeated 
team and the Mustangs’ closest rivals.

The two powerhouse squads met 
Wednesday afternoon following press-
time, before taking a two week break for 
high school exam period.

The St. Max Mustangs improved to 6-1-0 in York Re-
gion action on the ice, following a 9 - 2 win over St. 
Jean de Brebeuf at the AFLC on Monday. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Only 38 boutique homes on 36’ and 45’ lots in a forest community. 

ROYALCLIFF HOMES 
INTRODUCES NEW LUXURY LIVING 

STARTING FROM THE MID $900,000ʼs

RoyalcliffHomes.com • 905-503-0783

Limited
 tim

e of
fer

 

FREE walk
-up  base

ment

($1
5,0

00 
val

ue)
Only

9 Lots Remain

Last Chance to Buy 

at 2015 prices!

The Birch The CYPRESS, B

15180 Bayview Avenue Unit 105
(Sobey’s Goodlife Plaza)

SITE

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

WELLINGTON ST. E15420 BAYVIEW AVE
UNIT 105

GOODLIFE 
FITNESS

LESLIE STHARTWELL WAY

HOLLIDGE BLVD

BAYVIEW
 AVESALES

OFFICE SITE
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION/

CREMATION

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

MORTGAGE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

LA
ND

SC
AP

E
GA

RD
EN

IN
G

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   Pruning • Removals 

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or
               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Winter 
Promotion

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 
Special

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

Cell: 289-380-0056    email: joe.schneider@rogers.com

FREE ESTIMATES 
Seniors and Single-parents enjoy 
a discount. 

• Experienced
• Mature 
• Professional 
 

      GENERAL HOME IMPROVEMENT 

“No job too small” 

SchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneiderSchneider

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

This could be 
your spot

Call to advertise: 
905-727-3300 x 102

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

Ramin Zarrinsaray
Mortgage Agent (Agent Lic. M15001998)
Mico Financial Corporation (FSCO# 11736)

647-949-7265  |  905-727-1686
ramin@micofi nancial.com

Serving the GTA, Richmond Hill, Aurora, Newmarket

HVAC

Replace your old ineffi cient furnace 
with today’s highest effi ciency models

up to 98% afue

12 Years Parts & Labour Warranty 

and a $250.00 OPA Rebate. 

Immediate installation at the best prices.

Liscensed and Insured.  Aurora 905.727.4258
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From page 1

registered re-
ces required for 
local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

e X P e r i e N c e d 
MeAt cUtters 
and labourers want-
ed. Cutting and 
deboning poultry 
products an asset. 
Labourers, $11-$14/
hr. Butchers with 
minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. 
Apply to Abate Pack-
ers Ltd by email at: 
jobs@abatepackers.
com or by fax: 519-
848-2793.

THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS

HElp WANTEd

VEHIClES 
WANTEd/

WRECKINg
We PAY $325-$3000 
for your scrap cars  
& trucks. 24/7/ 
Free towing.  
705-500-2844 or  
905-462-1346.

HigH scHool 
MAtH tUtor in Au-
rora Test & Exam Re-
view Homework Help 
University Prepara-
tion Tel 416-309-0143

SERVICES

IN-HOME CAREGIVER

Job description: Aurora, full-time in-home caregiver needed to assist with an  
overweight, school-aged male child. Live in or live out optional. For live in, 
no charge for boarding or lodging. Shift 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. Duties to include:  
supervision with personal hygiene, prepare and serve child with health meals  
according to diet as outlined by parents. Assist with extra school curriculam and 
light housekeeping. $11.25/hr. based on 40 hrs. weekly. 1 year to less than 2 years  
experience. Completion of high school and vocational college training. 
First Aid & CPR. Contact Rita by fax 905-264-1396.

YoNge street 
AUrorA. Small  
Office plus recep-
tion area. In nice,  
bright modern build-
ing; Washroom, 
parking, etc. $550/
month. Call Roger  
@ 416-817-7835 Or 905-
619-2655.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
SKYLIGHTS

IDEAL STAIRS

UPHOLSTERY

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Quality Design Upholstering

647-389-0304     647-729-1553
email: qualitydesignuph@gmail.com

Call Today! Free Pick-up & Delivery

Specializing in Re-upholstering,
Custom Furniture, Refi nishing & Restoration

Re-upholster your sofa &
chairs like new!

Commercial & Residential
Antique Restoration

Save
50%

ON QUALITY
FABRICS

WHILE
QUANTITIES

LAST

SENIORSDISCOUNT

SINCE 2001

ONSITE MANUFACTURE | SOLID OAK STAIR INSTALLATIONS
CUSTOM MANUFACTURING

Enjoy the Warmth
of Solid Oak

Remove That Carpet On Your Stairs.
We Install Oak Steps Within 3 Days... Every Week
HOURS: 9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY OR BY APPOINTMENT

�
100% CANADIANRead Our Reviews

www.idealstairs.ca
416.613.1919

Look on our website for more ideas!

Sales & Installation of: 100% Canadian Hardwood. Visit Our Showroom: 4800 Sheppard Ave. E., Unit 123

DISCOUNT
COUPON

$400 OFF
UPGRADES

STAIR REPLACEMENT ONLY
Discount applies to new Spindles, Posts and Hand Rail. Limited Time Offer, Aug.31/15

6 MONTHS - NO PAYMENTS - NO INTEREST 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE OACOR

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

Email: david.gardhouse@sympatico.ca
www.gardhousecontracting.ca

 Love where

    you live!

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket since 1996

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

Carriers wanted for The Auroran
One day a week. Seniors welcome. Call Cephise 416-505-2770

     The Auroran Community Newspaper would like to announce that as our paper continues to grow we are switching to 

To book your route please email Zach at zach@auroran.com

Carrier Delivery! 
 

Kids...looking to make some 
Extra Money?

One of the many benefits of this switch is that it will be employing the youngsters of Aurora in delivering our paper. The Auroran continues to secure carriers for routes all over Aurora.

 

REAl ESTATE

resideNtiAl & 
coMMerciAl Real 
Estate Services for 
Aurora & Newmarket  
Liliana Usvat 416-708-
7454 Homelife Eagle  
Realty Inc.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Buyer, 6 Month contract, medical 
devices

• Colour Matcher……Custom  
Coating Mfg.

• HVAC Technician G2, ODP, 313D 
req’d.

• Bilingual (French) Customer  
Service, Bolton

• Service Techs...in home Water 
Systems, Concord

• Inside Sales Desk….Hwy 400 & 
Finch area

• Welders /Fitters………$18-22 / hr.
• Plasma Table Operator /  
Programmer…….Bolton

• Machinist……….Mill, Lathe + 
Programming…$20-22 / hr.

• Shop Foreman…Metal Fab Shop…
Concord..$65,000

• Millwrights……GTA……$26.00 / 
hr.

• CNC Machine Operators, Full 
Time, Bolton—A & N shifts

• Shipper / Receiver.... Fklt., CRM, 
Export Doc’s

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

are actively involved in fundraising, searching for 
appropriate housing, and the collection of  household 
items. The Aurora and Newmarket Communities 
have been outstanding in their response to this crisis 
and we have been truly heartened by the outpouring 
of  support, both financially and in the way of  items 
needed to furnish the home of  our newcomers.”

That being said, they are still holding out for a 
few necessary items to truly make a house a home, 
including donations of  single beds and bedding, and 
now, keeping in mind the makeup of  their incoming 
family, the list of  specific needs is sure to grow in the 
weeks ahead.

The IRR asks the community as a whole to think 
about what can be donated “as sponsoring a family 
means we commit to providing all financial and 
practical support for one full year after they arrive in 

Canada.” Donations, they stress, are tax deductible, 
and are not limited to physical items. Donation of  
services from dentistry, physiotherapy, to social 
work, would be welcomed, as would local family 
doctors accepting new patients making themselves 
known. 

“We are inspired to be working on behalf  of  such 
compassionate communities and are grateful for 
your support and commitment to this project,” they 
say.

To make a contribution, or for more information, 
contact the IRR at irrctee@gmail.com. Cheques 
can also be sent through the mail to Interfaith 
Refugee Resettlers, c/o Trinity Anglican Church, 
79 Victoria Street, Aurora ON, L4G 1R3, payable to 
the faith group of  your choice. Note “Refugee Fund”  
on the cheque.

Donations, talents needed for incoming family

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

oFFICE SpACE 
FoR RENT

From page 6

implementation by this fall, according to municipal 
staff. 

“I agree that having overnight parking restrictions 
when there isn’t really any snow event to be worried 
about can be problematic,” said Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure.”

Added Techa Van Leeuwen, Director of  Bylaw 
Services: “If  we monitor the program and come back 
with a follow-up report within three months, we can 
include that information around the typical snow 
events when they occur and provide some options in 
that report.”

Councillor Abel, however, said he was not satisfied 
that this issue would not be addressed until after this 
season was ushered out by the spring.

“I would like it to be as soon as possible,” he said.

Snow is here, but what about parking?
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Hurry to NewRoads KIA, these amazing offers end February 1st.
17415 Yonge Street  1.855.707.6077  kiaofnewmarket.com
Offer(s) available on select new 2015/2016 models to qualified retail customers who take delivery from January 5 to February 1, 2016. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra cost. Φ0% financing for up to 84 months available on select 2016 models, including 2016 Rio 4 & 5 door, 2016 Forte 4 door and 5 door, 2016 Rondo, 2016 Sportage, 
2016 Sorento. Cost of borrowing is $0. Other lease and financing options also available.  †“Don’t Pay For 90 Days” on all models (90-day payment deferral) applies to purchase financing offers on all new 2015/2016 models on approved credit. No interest will accrue during the first 60 days of the finance contract. After this period, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay the principal interest
monthly over the term of the contract. The Sorento received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among midsize SUVs in the proprietary J.D. Power 2015 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 84,367 U.S. new-vehicle owners, measuring 244 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of U.S.
owners surveyed from February to May 2015. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. The Kia Soul received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among compact multi-purpose vehicles in the proprietary J.D. Power 2015 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 84,367 U.S. new-vehicle owners, measuring 244 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership.
Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of U.S. owners surveyed from February to May 2015. Your experiences may vary. The Kia Sorento received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among midsize SUVs in the proprietary J.D. Power 2015 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 84,367 U.S. new-vehicle owners, measuring 244 models and measures
opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of U.S. owners surveyed from February to May 2015. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886.  Some conditions apply. Contact NewRoads Kia for full details.

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED 
5-year/100,000 km worry-free comprehensive warranty.

NewRoads KIA

2016 Sorento SX
AJAC BEST NEW SUV ($35,000 - $60,000
2015 SORENTO: “HIGHEST RANKED MIDSIZE SUV IN INITIAL QUALITY IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER.

2016 Forte SX
Soul SX
2015 SOUL: HIGHEST RANKED COMPACT MULTI-PURPOSE 
VEHICLE IN INITIAL QUALITY IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER.

HURRY IN, SALES EVENT ON NOW!

NewRoads KIA

NEWROADS MAZDA’S TAKE CONTROL OF

WINTER EVENT

EVENT 

ON NOW
!

NO-CHARGEWINTER TIRES

PURCHASE 
FINANCING
UP TO 84 MONTHS 

ON SELECT 2015 

AND 2016 MODELS*0%

G
T M

odels Show
n

+ ON ALL
2015 AND
2016
MODELS

349 Mulock Drive, Newmarket    905.895.5747 newroadsmazda.ca
Hurry in, offers end February 1, 2016 *Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. ▼Winter tire offer (value up to $500) valid on purchase or lease of all new 2015 and 2016 Mazda models purchased/leased between January 5
– February 1, 2016. Wheels and installation extra. Some conditions apply. *To learn more about the Mazda Unlimited Warranty, go to mazdaunlimited.ca. †0% APR Purchase Financing is available on select new 2015 and 2016 Mazda models. NOTE: 0% Purchase Financing not available on 2016 CX-3, 2016 Mazda5 and 2016 MX-5 models. Terms
vary by model. Based on a representative agreement using an offered pricing of $39,145 for the new 2015 CX-9 GS AWD (QXSB85AA00) with a financed amount of $40,000, the cost of borrowing for an 84-month term is $0, monthly payment is $476.20, total finance obligation is $40,000. Offer includes freight and P.D.E. of $1,895, $10 OMVIC fee,
$23.75 Tire Stewardship Fee, $121.61 PPSA and $100 Air Conditioning charge. Offer excludes HST. Licence, insurance, taxes and down payment (where applicable) are extra and may be required at the time of purchase. Dealer may sell/lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary on certain vehicles. Offers valid January 5 – February 1, 2016,
while supplies last. Lease and finance on approved credit for qualified customers only. Offers subject to change without notice. Visit mazda.ca or see NewRoads Mazda for complete details. 
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newroads.ca

NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC • NewRoads Mazda • NewRoads Kia • Richmond Hill Subaru
NewRoads Financial • NewRoads National Leasing

NewRoads is a proud
sponsor of the Newmarket
Young Professionals Group.

NEWROADS
PROUDLY
SPONSORS...

NEWMARKET
YOUNG

PROFESSIONALS
GROUP

Created for the under-40
business crowd, the NYPG 
is the premier network of
established and emerging
business leaders in Newmarket.

Our fun and relaxed evening events
incorporate professional development,
networking and socializing. 

The group also connects young 
professionals with mentorship and
professional development opportunities.

Learn more at
newmarketchamber.ca/nypg
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newroads.ca

NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC • NewRoads Mazda • NewRoads Kia • Richmond Hill Subaru
NewRoads Financial • NewRoads National Leasing

NEWMARKET

YOU
ARE
AWESOME

The Awesome Foundation
Newmarket is providing
hassle-free grants to those with
ideas to make Newmarket a
more prosperous community.

Learn more or apply at
newmarketchamber.ca/awesome

NewRoads is a proud
sponsor of Awesome
Foundation Newmarket.

January 2016 Winner Mike Roy-Diclemente is going the distance in computer 
science to encourage STEM learning in elementary schools with Robofest.

December 2015 Winner Rachel Stewart and her awesome cause; 
Buddy Benches aims to make schoolyard loneliness extinct.

November 2015 Winner Debbie Panza and her awesome cause; 
Birthday Angels provides monthly birthdays for kids in local shelters.
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