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Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

BROKER, CRES, SRES 
Market Value Appraiser

Call for a SELLER or BUYER package

See “First” on page 17

Come see Teresa 
and the rest of the gang at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 
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WHY PAY MORE?

   YOU NAME IT 
            ...WE FRAME IT
16686 Yonge St., Newmarket (905) 895-4084

Across from Mandarin Buffet Restaurant

“Stars” get ready to 
dance for kids who can’t

905.726.4349
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• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory
• Tuition Assistance
• Catholic Tradition of 

Academic Excellence

I Got My Start
At Villanova...

DROP IN FOR YOUR PERSONAL TOUR ON 
THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

FROM OCTOBER – MAY, 10AM – 12PM.

905-833-1909 • www.villanovacollege.org

Dr. Andrea Fiume
Class of 2005

info@SiarkasSellsHomes.com
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Siarkas

416.727.4159
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REVISED PROOF

TEAM HARPER: PROVEN LEADERSHIP FOR A STRONG ECONOMY 

ON OCTOBER 19, VOTE FOR

COSTAS MENEGAKIS
Aurora - Oak Ridges - Richmond Hill
Includes Aurora South of Wellington

TEAM HARPER: PROVEN LEADERSHIP FOR A STRONG ECONOMY TEAM HARPER: PROVEN LEADERSHIP FOR A STRONG ECONOMY 
Reduced the federal tax burden to its lowest level in 50 years 

Managed Canada’s economy to be among the strongest in the G7

Created 1.2 million net new jobs since the recession  Authorized by the Financial Agent for Costas Menegakis

COSTAS MENEGAKIS 

Conservatives to skip Vote Smart debates
By Brock Weir

Local Conservative candidates have 
declined to participate in a series of  all-
candidates meetings set for Aurora on 
September 16 and 17.

Aurora university student Kelsea 
Walsh founded the Vote Smart campaign 
this past May, intending to create a 
new twist on giving local candidates 
a platform to explain why they are 
running to represent area constituents 
in the October 19 Federal Election, speak 
about the issues that matter to them, 
and engage with voters in an informal 

setting.
It is largely intended to appeal to voters 

on the younger end of  the demographic 
scale, but Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill candidate Costas Menegakis told 
The Auroran that a debate like this “just 
doesn’t fit into our campaign plan” – and 
his fellow Conservative candidate in 
Newmarket-Aurora, Lois Brown, would 
not be participating either.

Instead, Mr. Menegakis said he 
would be focusing on participating in 
just two debates this election, the first, 
an all-candidates meeting slated for Dr. 
G.W. Williams Secondary School on the 

evening of  Thursday, September 24, 
and the upcoming debate September 16 
televised on Rogers TV.

“I will not be participating in the Vote 
Smart debates and my understanding is 
neither will Lois,” said Mr. Menegakis, 
following a final push by Ms. Walsh 
to build awareness for the Vote Smart 
meetings at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
on Friday morning. “It is a campaign 
decision we took early on when Vote 
Smart came up. [We did] two debates 
in the last election that have a wider 
audience, and the Rogers debates. Any 

By Brock Weir

Theirs are familiar faces around 
Aurora and Newmarket, but if  you’ve 
seen them lately, they might have a few 
beads of  sweat on their brows – and it 
has nothing to do with weather.

Local businesspeople, politicians 
and volunteers have thrown down 
the gauntlet and are now breaking 
in their dancing shoes for an Aurora-
Newmarket installment of  “Dancing 
With The Stars”, which will take place 
Thursday, October 1 at King’s The 
Manor at Carrying Place, all to benefit 
Easter Seals.

A popular fundraising event across 
Ontario for the organization, which 
raises money to support disabled 

Parents, teachers protest new  
health and sex-ed curriculum

By Brock Weir

Students across Ontario returned to 
classrooms this week, but while some 
parents were busy dashing around 
getting last minute clothes and supplies 
so their kids start the year off  right, 
others descended on the office of  MPP 
Chris Ballard last week to try to get one 
item crossed off  the Province’s back-to-
school agenda.

Dozens of  parents, some teachers, 
some pastors, and some with their 
own children in tow, arrived, placards 
in hand, at the Wellington Street East 
office of  Mr. Ballard demanding two 
things – a reversal on the Province’s 
controversial changes to its health 
and sex-ed curriculum and, barring 
that, gaining what they feel should 

be a larger parental voice around the 
table in how this curriculum could be 
administered.

The revisions are an overhaul of  a 
nearly 20-year curriculum covering 
wide-ranging topics, including teaching 
the anatomical names of  genitalia in 
Grade 1, to introducing concepts of  
consent in older grades. 

For those protesting along Wellington 
Street last week, it was too much too 
soon.

“I told my kids in the car on the way 
over here that I was coming because it 
was curriculum that was going to teach 
them things about sex I didn’t agree 
with and I wanted to make sure that 
people, even if  it goes through, [know] 
that we don’t agree with everything that 

Federal candidates gathered at the Aurora Cultural Centre on Friday for a final push for the Vote Smart campaign, a series of all-candidates 
meetings designed to raise awareness of party platforms ahead of the October 19 Federal election. From Left: NDP candidates Brenda Power  
(Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill) and Yvonne Kelly (Newmarket-Aurora), Liberal candidates Leona Alleslev (Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill) 
and Kyle Peterson (Newmarket-Aurora), and Newmarket-Aurora Green Party candidate Vanessa Long. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Pesticide Tree Injection for Control of 
Emerald Ash Borer in The Town of Aurora 

Town-owned ash trees located on the streets and parks 
listed below will be injected for control of Emerald Ash Borer. 
Treatment will take place between the dates of Saturday, 
August 1 and Wednesday, September 30, weather-permitting.

To Control: Emerald Ash Borer
Pesticide Product: IMA-Jet
PCP #: 31375, registered under the 
Pest Control Products Act (Canada)
Pesticide Product Active Ingredient: Imidacloprid

For more information contact: Trugreen 1-800-565-5296 or 
Town of Aurora, Parks & Recreation department, at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3222   

Selected ash trees to be injected on the following streets:

Abbott Avenue; Albery Court; Allaura Boulevard; Allenvale 
Drive; April Gardens; Ardill Crescent; Aspen Leaf Court; 
Autumn Way; Baldwin Road; Barr Crescent; Batson Drive; 
Baywell Crescent; Baywell Crescent Park Boulevard; Beatty 
Crescent; Bilbrough Street; Billingham Heights; Birkshire Drive; 
Blaydon Lane; Bonny Meadows Drive; Borealis Avenue; Bowler 
Street; Briardale Place; Bridgenorth Drive; Brookview Drive; 
Buttonwood Trail; Calmar Crescent; Carlyle Crescent; Carriage 
Walk; Casemount Street; Cashel Court; Catherine Avenue; 
Chapman Court; Charing Crescent; Chippingwood Manor; 
Chiswick Crescent; Cilff Road; Closs Square; Clubine Court; 
Collis Drive; Connaught Avenue; Conover Avenue; Copland 
Drive; Covent Crescent; Crawford Rose Drive; Dawlish Avenue; 
Deerglen Terrace; Delattaye Avenue; Devins Drive; Devlin Place; 
Downey Circle; Duncton Wood Crescent; Earl Stewart Drive; 
Fleury Street; Gateway Drive; Gilbank Drive; Gleave Court; 
Golf Links Drive; Gowan Lane; Gurnett Street; Hartwell Way; 
Haskell Crescent; Haverhill Terrace; Heathwood Heights Drive; 
Hill Drive; Hillary Place; Hogaboom Avenue; Hollandview Trail; 
Hollidge Boulevard; Jasper Drive; Kemano Drive; Kennedy 
Street West; Kidd Circle; Kirkvalley Crescent; Lanewood Drive; 
Laurentide Avenue; Loriview Lane; Mahogany Court; McClellan 
Way; McClenny Drive; Meadowood Drive; Millcliff Circle; 
Milloy Place; Mohagany Court; Morland Crescent; October 
Lane; Old Yonge Street; Orchard Heights Drive; Ostick Street; 
Parkland Court; Pederson Drive; Perivale Crescent; Petch Drive; 
Petermann Street; Pineneedle Drive; Reuben Street; River Ridge 
Boulevard; Sandfield Crescent; Sandfield Court; Sandfield Drive; 
Seaton Drive; Simmons Crescent; Sisman Avenue; Sommerton 
Court; Spence Drive; Spring Farm Road; Spruce Street; Starr 
Crescent; Steckley Street; Stemmle Drive; Stoddart Drive; 
Stone Road; Tamarac Trail; Tannery Creek Crescent; Tecumseh 
Drive; Temperance Street; Tilston Grove; Timbertrail Crescent; 
Timpson Drive; Tonner Crescent; Tradewind Terrace; Trent Street; 
Turnbridge Road; Tyler Street; Underhill Crescent; Valemount 
Way; Valley Crescent; Wardle Gate; Watkins Glen Crescent; 
Watts Meadow; Wells Street; Weslock Crescent; Wilkinson Place; 
Williamson Terrace; Willis Drive; Windham Trail; Woodland Hills 
Boulevard; Zokol Drive.

Selected ash trees to be injected in the following parks:

Ada Johnson Park - Hartwell Way; Aurora Community 
Arboretum; Chapman Park - McMaster Drive; Harmon Park 
- Aurora Heights Drive; Jack Woods Park - Dunning Avenue; 
Lambert Willson Park - Industrial Parkway; Lions Park - Rueben 
Street; McMahon Park - Cedar Crescent; Norm Weller Park 
- McClellan Way; Optimist Park - Birkshire Drive; Rotary 
Park - Kennedy Street East; Seston Park -Tradewind Terrace; 
Summit Park - Orchard Heights Boulevard; Tamarac Green Park 
- Henderson Drive; Timbers Park - Milcliff Circle; Toms Park- 
Lanewood Drive; Town Park - Wells Street; William Kennedy 
Park - Kennedy Street West; Wilson Park -Moorcrest Drive.

The Town of Aurora proclaimed 2015 as the Year of Sport 
in Aurora. Please see the upcoming sport events below that 
supports the importance of healthy sport and activities in our 
community.

Event: John Traganitis All-Star Tournament
Date: September 19 to 20
Location: Aurora

For more information, visit www.aysc.ca or call 
905-727-0624.

Event: Kickit2Winit
Date: Saturday, October 3 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Aurora Sports Dome

For more information, please visit www.kickit2winit.com or 
call 647-234-3970.

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions: Labourer/Seasonal (Roads) 3 positions. 
Application deadline is Friday, September 25. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Youth Volunteer Fair Thursday, September 24

Need volunteer hours to graduate? Want to make a difference in 
your community? 

Coming this autumn, the Town of Aurora presents the Youth 
Volunteer Fair on Thursday, September 24 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. For more information 
please call 905-726-4760.

Youth Drop-In at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex (AFLC)

Come by the Aurora Family Leisure Complex to enjoy our youth 
programs for those 12 to 17 years old. Drop into The Loft for FREE 
or keep active by visiting our gymnasium drop-ins Monday to 
Friday. Visit www.aurora.ca for schedules.

Aurora Seniors present Celebrating 10 years at
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre

The Aurora Seniors Association is celebrating 10 years at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Please join us on Sunday, September 20 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  For more information please call 
905-726-4767. We look forward to seeing you! 

Pro-Shops at The Aurora Community Centre and
The Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

The arena Pro-Shops at the Aurora Community Centre and the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex have re-opened under new 
management, effective Tuesday, September 1.

Hockey Lion, an experienced arena Pro-Shop operator, currently 
operating in Richmond Hill and Markham will now be managing 
the Town of Aurora Pro-Shops.

Operating Hours are Monday to Friday from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Aurora’s Electronic Vehicle Roadshow

Join us on Saturday, September 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) for the first Electric Vehicle 
(EV) Roadshow.

Presented in partnership with Plug’ n Drive and Windfall Ecology 
Centre. 

•  Ride and drive various electric vehicles 
• See EV charging station demonstrations 
• Learn more about environmental initiatives from York Region 

Transit, Smart Commute, Plug’n Drive and Windfall Ecology 
Centre 

• Experience e-bike demonstrations provided by Bionx 
• Find out where Aurora’s electric charging stations are 

located 
• Learn more about The Town of Aurora’s commitment to the 

environment
• Enter to win the use of an electric vehicle for a week, 

courtesy of Plug’n Drive 

A charitable BBQ will be on site for a nominal fee and face 
painting will be available for kids from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information please contact the Town of Aurora, 
Environmental Initiatives division  at 905-727-3123 ext. 4382.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Thursday, September 10 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, September 10 7 p.m. Leksand Room Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 15 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, September 16    7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Library Board
Thursday, September 17 7 p.m. Holland Room Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, September 18 10 a.m. Council Chambers Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW 
NUMBER 5760-15 
TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL 
MUNICIPAL LANDS

45 Eric T. Smith Way, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora 
(the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to pass By-law Number 
5760-15 on Tuesday, September 15, 2015, pursuant to Report No. PL15-
061, for the purpose of declaring as surplus and selling land municipally 
known as 45 Eric T. Smith Way, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of 
York and legally described as (a) Lot 7, Plan 65M-4324; S/T easement 
in gross over Part 2, Plan 65R-34077 as in YR1961123, Town of Aurora, 
Regional Municipality of York, being all of PIN 03642-3451 (LT); and (b) 
Part of Block 11, Plan 65M-4324, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality 
of York, being part of PIN 03642-3455 (LT), all together having an area of 
approximately 4.22 acres, more or less, as illustrated for location purposes 
only on Figure 1 (below).

The final version of By-law Number 5760-15 will be available on the 
Town’s website, located at www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on 
September 11, 2015 ahead of the Council meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council 
Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

For further information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, Long 
Range & Strategic Planning, at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or by email at 
aierullo@aurora.ca.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW 
NUMBER 5759-15 
TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL 
MUNICIPAL LANDS
63 and 75 Eric T. Smith Way, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town of 
Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to pass By-law 
Number 5759-15 on Tuesday, September 15, 2015, pursuant to Report 
No. PL15-054, for the purpose of declaring as surplus and selling land 
municipally known as 63 and 75 Eric T. Smith Way, Town of Aurora, 
Regional Municipality of York and legally described as (a) Lot 4, Plan 
65M-4324; S/T easement in gross over Part 4, Plan 65R-34077 as in 
YR1961123, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality of York, being all 
of PIN 03642-3448 (LT); (b) Lot 5, Plan 65M-4324, Town of Aurora, 
Regional Municipality of York, being all of PIN 03642-3449 (LT); and (c) 
Part of Block 11, Plan 65M-4324, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality 
of York, being part of PIN 03642-3455 (LT), all together having an area of 
approximately 6.58 acres, more or less, as illustrated for location purposes 
only on Figure 1 (below).

The final version of By-law Number 5759-15 will be available on the 
Town’s website, located at www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, on 
September 11, 2015 ahead of the Council meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall in Council 
Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

For further information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, Long 
Range & Strategic Planning, at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or by email at 
aierullo@aurora.ca.

Allan Downey, Director of Parks and Recreation
Telephone: 905-726-4572
Email: adowney@aurora.ca

SURVEY!

TAKE OURSURVEY!

TAKE OUR
We need your help!

Community Launch Event
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 2nd Floor

The Town of Aurora is preparing a Sport Plan and a separate 
Parks & Recreation Master Plan to guide parks, recreation and 
sport services to the year 2031.

Complete our Online Community Survey by visiting 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/auroraprs or by scanning the QR Code

Attend a Public Meeting in the fall of 2015 to review the draft 
plans

Drop into the Community Launch Event to provide your input

Visit www.aurora.ca for updates and 
announcements.
To submit comments or ask 
questions, please contact:

Tuesday, September 15, 2015
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

135 Industrial Parkway North

Sport Plan and
Parks & Recreation
Master Plan

T O W N   O F   A U R O R A

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for a home 
renovation project? Can’t make it during regular business hours? 
The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours by appointment on:

Need a permit? 
We're open late
EVENING HOURS BY APPOINTMENT PROGRAM

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit process.  
Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email building@aurora.ca 
Please contact us at least one day in advance.

The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects that 
qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program. For information on 
projects that qualify, please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP 

Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall,  
100 John West Way, Building Services department, 3rd floor

www.aurora.ca/buildingservices

JUNE

25
JULY

23
SEPTEMBER

17
OCTOBER

22

WHAT’S HAPPENING
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Canada Votes 2015 – Candidate Spotlight: Costas Menegakis (Conservative – Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill)

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora has received the following Applications under 
the Planning Act:

APPLICATION: The Owner has submitted Applications for Draft Plan 
of Subdivision to Amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-law to allow a 
proposed Plan of Subdivision on a 4.3 hectare parcel of land. The proposed 
Draft Plan of Subdivision includes 42 single detached dwelling lots, three 
open space blocks for stormwater management and a trail. 

PROPERTY: 13859, 13875 and 13887 Yonge Street 

LEGAL DESC.: Part of Lots 15 and 16, Registered Plan No. 166  

APPLICANT: Ashlen Investments Inc.

FILE NUMBER: SUB-2015-04, OPA-2015-03 and ZBA-2015-08

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Marty Rokos of the Planning 
& Development Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4350. 
Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services 
department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 
or emailed to planning@aurora.ca. Please quote the File Name and Number.

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to 
Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make 
informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations 
or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s 
website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as 
your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request 
the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are 
authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose. Please direct 
any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4343

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora has received the following Applications under 
the Planning Act:

APPLICATION: The Owner has submitted applications to Amend the  
Official Plan and Zoning By-law on a 0.8 hectare parcel of land to allow 126 
stacked back-to-back condominium townhouse units in six separate buildings. 

PROPERTY: 15278 Yonge Street

 

LEGAL DESC.: Plan 246 Lots 17, 18, 19 and 21 Pt lots 15 and 16  
 Plan 36 lot 7 pt lots 6 D, E and F, 65R31549 Parts 1 to 3 

APPLICANT: Carpino Construction Inc. 

FILE NUMBER: OPA-2015-04, ZBA-2015-10

CONTACT: Any inquiries should be directed to Drew MacMartin of the 
Planning & Development Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 
4347. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services 
department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 
or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file 
name and number.

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to 
Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make 
informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations 
or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you 
communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s 
website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such as 
your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request 
the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are 
authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose. Please direct 
any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4343

905-726-4132

September 12 - 4 Saturdays
September 26 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS Start:

G2 ROAD 
TEST PASS 
GUARANTEE!!

is the time to stay the course, to keep taxes 
low, to create jobs, and focus on a strong 
Canadian economy. The proof  is in the 
pudding. We’re doing very, very well. We 
have a balanced budget this year.

“What I have seen over the last four 
years is that [our] focus is always on 
making Canada better and making our 
community better. The Prime Minister has 
a saying I absolutely love: ‘We will always 
govern in the best interest of  Canadians, 
even if  sometimes we make decisions that 
might not be politically advantageous 
to our party.’ We will do the right thing 
because governing by doing the right 
thing for Canadians, you always walk with 
your head up in your community knowing 
you’re doing the right thing for the people 
you live with, communicate with and who 
give you the confidence with their vote.

“Any elected official is sitting in 
a borrowed chair. It belongs to the 
community they represent.”

By Brock Weir

“Stay the course” is a frequently heard 
mantra in the 2015 Federal Election both 
for supporters and detractors; but for 
those “naysayers” out there, Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Conservative 
candidate Costas Menegakis says “the 
proof  is in the pudding.”

“I would ask them to look around their 
community, I would ask them to look 
around their neighbourhoods and I would 
ask them to look at their own families,” he 
says. “I would ask them to look at what’s 
happening in other countries and parts 
of  the world and to be informed.”

The right way forward, he says, is to 
continue keeping taxes low. A key plank 
of  the Conservative platform is just that, 
he says, to “leave money in the pockets of  
the people who know best, the people who 
actually run families.”

Indeed, this is an issue he says he most 
frequently encounters knocking on doors 
in Aurora and Richmond Hill. First and 
foremost, the economy is on the minds 
of  voters, particularly the areas of  the 
economy that have the greatest impact on 
families with younger children.

The Universal Childcare Benefit is one 
factor that goes into ensuring money is 
left with families to make decisions on 
issues that impact them, but so too is 
Canada’s financial health as a whole. 

“The entire Conservative platform on 
the economic front is focused on families 
and particularly focused on ensuring that 
by cutting taxes and providing very much 
needed support to families it allows mom 
and dad the opportunity to have funds in 
their hands because they know what is 
best for their children.”

Unusually, he says, as he goes door-to-
door, the second most frequent areas of  
concerns he encounters are provincial 
matters. Outside of  that, focus then turns 
to security and international threats 
posed by ISIS and other groups. 

“People are interested in ensuring 
they are safe in their communities which, 
of  course, provides me an opportunity to 
speak to them about some of  the pieces 
of  legislation we, as a government, have 
put in to ensure our streets and our 

communities are 
safe,” says Mr. 
Menegakis. “It 
is a very serious 
decision for any 
person to stand 
up in Canada’s 
Parliament and 
vote to send our 
brave men and 
women into 
conflict. People 
have expressed on a number of  occasions 
they feel it is the right thing to do because 
the alternative is not even an alternative 
for us. 

“As Canada has done in the past, 
where we have sent men and women to 
bring in freedom, democracy, human 
rights, and the rule of  law, we stood up. 
We have no other alternative, in my 
opinion. It is the best course of  action. 
We have leaders from other parties 
who [say we shouldn’t be participating 
and instead send humanitarian aid]. If  
anyone thinks humanitarian aid is going 
to stop someone who has the coldness in 
their heart to cover their face and chop 
another human being’s head off  needs to 
have their head examined.”

This election is Mr. Menegakis’ 
second campaign after first being elected 
the MP for Richmond Hill in 2011. An 
entrepreneur having run a marketing 
and logistics company by trade, he was 
previously an active volunteer on the 
campaigns of  others. Eventually, however, 
he said the time came to step up and put 
himself  forward for the nomination. 

It was quite a learning curve, he said, 
to get a full handle on the platform and 
engage with residents on just what it 
contained, but it was ultimately very 
rewarding. Four years on, and running in 
this newly-created riding, he says there 
is “nothing more satisfying than giving 
back to your community and working 
collaboratively with municipal leaders 
to ensure important infrastructure and 
important projects in the area are well-
funded and well-looked after.”

“Working together has given me more 
insight when I knock on the door, so I 
can give residents a more balanced view 

“Proof is in the pudding” for Conservative candidate Menegakis
based on what I 
have seen over the 
last four years and 
what the results 
have been for the 
community,” he 
says.

And, reducing 
taxes has been 
key in achieving 
results, he says. 
It allows more 

money to be invested back into the 
economy, he adds, noting 1.3 million 
jobs have been created since the 2008 
recession, “most of  them full-time, well-
paying jobs,” and people in Aurora and 
Richmond Hill have come to appreciate 
how much more money they have in their 
pockets.

“As a platform, the Prime Minister 
is quite right: this is not a time to 
experiment with schemes,” he says. “This 

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill candidate  
Costas Menegakis.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Refugee crisis should raise 
questions about Canada’s role

Reader “shocked” by veteran 
support claims

Machell’s Corners

Our own silver thread

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

(re: Serving Canada’s veterans “is one 
of the highest priorities of government: 
Conservative candidate, September 3)

I was truly shocked when I read Mr. 
Menegakis’ letter on the support that 
he claims that his party provides our 
veterans and that his party recognizes 
the sacrifice and service that Canadian 
veterans have made.

What a joke.
Just because the Conservatives lay 

wreaths, or that Harper visited a Legion, 
does not mean that they care. What about 
the claw backs? What about the fighting 
the veterans in court over benefits? 
What about the lifelong pensions being 
withdrawn? The list goes on and on.

His statement is almost as humourous 
as Harper stating that we are not in a 
recession or that there is no need for 
an inquest into missing Aboriginal 
women. And this list goes on and on. 
How many people are going 
to be fooled by these lies? 
And yes, Mr. Menegakis, you 
have not been elected in Aurora 
regardless of  your explanation. 
What are you and Stevie smoking?

nigel Kean
Aurora

(re: Candidate disagrees with navy 
assessment, September 3)

Candidate Menegakis boasts of  
increased spending on the military, 
omitting that every dollar contributed 
to the Conservative’s consistent deficits.

He also neglects to mention that 
the major weapons systems upgrades 
are behind schedule, massively over-
budget and the money not yet spent. 
The expensive platforms are of  highly 
questionable use for defending Canada, 
as opposed to attacking other places 
like the F-35 fighter is intended.

These are really only poor execution 
details though if  money is well spent on 
essential items, but I question if  it is.

Under Stephen Harper, the military’s 
role has changed from defending 
Canada and peacekeeping to initiating 
offensive military actions. This has 
proven universally disastrous for the 
U.S., with well over a million dead in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, yet little changed 
other than Saddam’s generals are now 
leading ISIL – an even more brutal 
regime.

Who are we helping with this 
intervention in Iraq and Syria?  
Certainly not the innocents; as is 
claimed by those who support war as 
the first reply to all problems.

In neighbouring Syria an uprising 
against the brutal tyrant has half  the 
population trying to flee the resulting 
civil war. The Canadian government 
has been the major roadblock to 
stopping these refugees fleeing to 
Canada, and instead is now dropping 
bombs that may be helping the tyrant 
and credible reports indicate some are 
falling civilians.

Innocents, some who had willing 
sponsors in the safety of  Canada, 
are still stuck in the local horror, or 
drowned at sea. If  there was some way 
that more war could be seen to reduce 
this, as is the official reply of  the 
Harper government to the people, then 
perhaps that money spent would be 
morally acceptable.

The history is clear that the result 
will just be an increased number of  
refugees.

Unless Ottawa changes they will be 
turned down by Canada, the country 
that took in 60,000 people from Vietnam 
when we were a more civilized country.  
Perhaps a few less bombs, and a few 
more transports bringing in new 
citizens should have a role in Canada’s 
future.

John Shaw
Aurora

 

Early on in her reign, The 
Queen shared a rare insight into a 
conversation she had with one of  her 
Prime Ministers.

When Queen Elizabeth II came to 
the throne in 1952, Winston Churchill 
was once again Prime Minister of  the 
United Kingdom, a politician who began 
his long tenure of  public service during 
the reign of  the monarch’s great-great 
grandmother, Queen Victoria.

Evidently this wise old man had a 
lot to share with the new 25-year-old 
monarch and, somehow, conversation 
turned to the condition of  the River 
Thames.

Churchill, the Queen recalled, 
described the busy river as “the silver 
thread that runs through British 
history.” It was a unique viewpoint and 
one The Queen admitted she hadn’t 
considered before but it prompted her 
to look at things a little bit differently.

Who could have predicted at that 
point in time that nearly 64 years later 
that young monarch herself  would 
become a silver thread herself, not 
just one woven into the history of  
Great Britain, but into the history and 
public consciousness of  Canada and 
the 14 other countries in which she is 
monarch.

Louis St. Laurent was Prime Minister 
of  Canada when she succeeded her 
father, George VI, to become Queen 
of  Canada on February 6, 1952. The 
Canada of  that blustery winter day 
was a very different place than it is 
today. The country has developed and 
evolved considerably, and Elizabeth II 
has followed suit. She has been here 
to celebrate our achievements, our 
milestones, preside over the steering 
of  our constitutional ship, to herald 
our heroes, honour our fallen, express 
her willingness to lend a hand when 
forces threatened to divide our nation, 
and encourage the inclusivity that has 
come to exemplify the Canada of  today.

Queen Victoria’s reign was said to 
have encompassed a whole epoch, with 
her name becoming synonymous with 
an entire era. Back in 1952, pundits 
of  the day hailed the dawn of  a “new 
Elizabethan age”, a moniker that has 
scarcely been thrown about in the weeks 
and months leading up to Wednesday’s 
milestone, but I wonder if  history will 
ultimately prove this to be the case.

Victoria presided over an era 
hallmarked by incredible change 
and development – technological and 
social. So too has Elizabeth. 64 years 
ago, commercial air travel was still a 
novelty, one which many people still 
shied away from. Just over 15 years into 
her reign, The Queen was able to send a 

message which was left on the surface 
of  the moon.

In 1952, letter-writing was still the 
best way to keep in touch with your 
friends and relatives, with telegrams 
and telegraphs still in the mix and very 
well used. In the 1970s, the Queen sent 
her first email and has embraced the 
technology ever since.

There will come a time when the 
“modern architecture” of  today, often 
typified by glass and steel constructions, 
will not be so modern anymore. Will 
history describe this as “second-wave 
Elizabethan”? Will the uptight morality 
that has become synonymous with the 
word “Victorian”, a notion that has 
given way to an era where the pursuit of  
happiness is something to be celebrated 
and encouraged also come under the 
“Elizabethan” banner? Only time will 
tell, but I think the Queen has this one 
in the bag. 

As this week’s milestone approaches, 
I have been reminded that the Queen 
has been a “silver thread” in my own 
family’s lore as well. My father was just 
a youngster when the then Princess 
Elizabeth and her husband, the Duke 
of  Edinburgh, first visited Canada in 
1951. Newly arrived from Regina, my 
grandparents sensed the history of  the 
occasion and my dad vividly remembers 
waiting to catch a glimpse of  the Royal 
Couple when they visited Sunnybrook 
Hospital.

On the other side of  my family tree, 
my maternal grandparents had the 
same idea, taking time out of  their 
maritime holiday in 1959 to take my 
mom to Moncton to see the now-Queen 
and Duke pass through on their coast-
to-coast homecoming, the last old-
school royal tour of  its time before they 
became more thematic and purposeful.

They are memories that have vividly 
stayed with them over the course of  the 
decades, and it is something my mom 
paid forward.

As an eleven year old with a budding 
interest in the royal family, I was very 
excited to learn the Queen and Prince 
Philip would be visiting Toronto in 
the summer of  1997 and as soon as the 
itinerary was released, we planned our 
course of  action. 

Eventually we decided waiting 
outside St. James’ Cathedral to see 
the Royal Couple arrive and depart 
the traditional Sunday service would 
provide the best vantage point and 
armed with a bouquet of  roses – just 
in case we happened to get close – left 
Newmarket at the crack of  dawn to get 
a prime place at the crowd barrier.

It was June 29 and the weather was 
scorching. The heat made me very 
restless – and probably a bit ornery – 
but I kept my eye on the goal.

Suddenly, a cavalcade of  police 
motorcycles arrived, signalling the fact 
the Queen’s motorcade could not be far 
behind. I will never forget seeing this 
woman, such a familiar face but one I 
had only seen on TV and in books and 
newspapers, in the flesh.

Not having any idea about protocol, I 
strained holding out my bouquet as far 
as my arms would reach as the Queen 
passed by with the Bishop of  Toronto. 
The Queen looked my way for a split 
second but continued on her way into 
the church. 

I can only suppose the heat and the 
emotion of  the occasion made me look 
distraught (and maybe I was) because 
just a moment or two after the Queen 
entered the church, a member of  her 
security detail appeared on the steps, 
scoped out the crowd, and made a 
bee-line to where my mom and I were 
standing. 

He said the Queen had asked him 
to come out to assure me there would 
be a walkabout following the church 
service and there would indeed be an 
opportunity to give her the bouquet. 
First, he added, the Queen would pass 
through a line of  choirboys assembled 
on the steps and then she would turn 
around and come back to meet the 
crowd. I was elated and the rest of  the 
service skipped by awfully fast. 

Then, as the bells tolled, the Royal 
Party appeared on the top step.

As the Bishop gestured with his hand 
for the Queen to pass through the choir 
and loop around, I can still clearly see 
the look on The Queen’s face. Her mouth 
formed a mild frown and she shook her 
head in a definitive “no.” 

Gingerly stepping down the small 
hill in her heels, she came directly 
over to the crowd, eventually making 
her way to this excited youngster who 
was able to hand her the flowers before 
promptly zoning out completely from 
the excitement. Everything might have 
gone black almost as soon as the Queen 
was standing in front of  me, but the 
memories of  what happened before and 
after remain as fresh today as ever.

Long may she reign!
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The Aurora Seniors’ Centre is 
fortunate to be situated right next to 
the Aurora Community Arboretum. 
The Aurora Community Arboretum 
is the 100+ acres of  Town of  Aurora 
parkland between Wellington Street 
on the south and St John’s Sideroad 
on the north along the valley of  the 
East Holland River.

Having a river run through the 
Arboretum, as well as several ponds, 
not only makes for a diverse landscape, 
it makes water - essential to the trees, 
shrubs, grasses and wildlife - readily 
available. 

Which brings me to the reason I 
am writing about the Arboretum and 
how it relates to the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre. We certainly take advantage 
of  the trail system that runs through 
the Arboretum for our walking club 
and our members enjoy the diversity 
of  the trees, shrubs, grasses and 
wildlife. But we have one unusual 
relationship with the Arboretum 
that we would never have guessed. 
The aforementioned river and ponds 
are apparently home to several large 
turtles.

How do turtles relate to seniors? Is 
it that we come out of  our shells as we 
mature into older adults? Is it because 
we move at the speed of  turtles as we 
age? Is it because as we get older, like 

turtles, we eat things that are easier 
to chew? No, none of  these reasons. It 
relates to Bocce Ball, of  all things. 

Our Bocce courts are apparently 
perfectly surfaced with gravel 
screening suitable for turtles to lay 
their eggs in! At least one of  the turtle 
inhabitants of  the river and ponds 
of  the Arboretum has discovered our 
Bocce courts and laid her eggs there. 
I can’t wait until one of  our Bocce 
enthusiasts rolls his or her Bocce 
ball at the pallino only to have it 
intercepted by turtle hatchlings! 

Ontario boasts eight species of  
turtle, which is more than any other 
province in Canada. Unfortunately, 
that might be changing as seven of  
these species are at risk so if  these 
turtles do hatch, help them out by 
relocating them from the Bocce 
courts to the river or ponds of  the 
Arboretum. If  you do see one of  the 
adult turtles, leave it alone or simply 
move it out of  danger and back into 
its natural habitat if  it has ventured 
out onto the road or parking lot, for 

example.
10 yEAr AnnivErSAy rEMindEr

This is just a reminder not to miss 
this special once in a lifetime event! 
Our members are an energetic group 
of  young-at-heart, older adults who are 
very enthusiastic about participating 
in the many programs, events and 
activities that the Centre has to offer. 
This year marks the 10th Anniversary 
of  enriching the lives of  older adults 
in our very special Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre.

Come on out to celebrate this 
significant milestone by joining us 
on Sunday, September 20 from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served. Some of  the founding 
members will present a history of  the 
growth and successes of  the Aurora 
Seniors Association from its humble 
beginnings on Victoria Street to what 
we enjoy today.

Jimmy’s last word: Budget Bistro 
Turtle Soup? Hey! That’s not even 
funny!

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit the 
web site www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

It’s that wonderful time of year

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, Mpp
newmarket-Aurora

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

It’s that wonderful time of  year again 
– back to school and the Aurora Ribfest. 
And this year Aurora celebrates the 
400th anniversary of  Étienne Brûlé’s 
expedition from Orillia to Lake 
Ontario. The Town also celebrates 
Queen Elizabeth exceeding the reign of  
Queen Victoria.

It has been a busy few months at 
Queen’s Park. We resume our sitting 
September 14 and I look forward 
to listening to your concerns and 
aspirations as the government 
continues to move Ontario forward. 
Here is some recent news I’d like to 
share.

Making ontario’s roads Safer Act
Ontario is making important 

changes to the rules of  the road to make 
sure drivers and cyclists are safer. 
Some of  the changes include new fines 
for distracted drivers and new rules 
passing cyclists. I would appreciate it 
if  you could share this information 
with friends and family so they are also 
aware of  the changes. 

ontario Signs political Accord
I’m proud to tell you that our 

government is working hard to build a 
renewed relationship between the First 
Nations and Ontario. An important 
outcome is the Chiefs of  Ontario 
and our government have signed a 
historic Political Accord that will help 
navigate our future relationship. This 
is a positive step in building a stronger 
relationship and it will be better for 
everyone.

2015 Minister’s Award  
for Environmental Excellence

Our government is leading the way 
on climate change policy and we want 
to recognize people that are equally 
passionate about fighting climate 
change. Glen Murray, the Minister of  
Environment and Climate Change, 
is currently accepting applications 
for the 2015 Minister’s Award for 

Environmental Excellence. Are you or 
someone you know working to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, improve air 
quality and/or fighting climate change? 
If  you decide to apply or nominate 
someone, I’d love to hear about it.

it’s never okay
I also want to talk to you about our 

government’s plan, It’s Never Okay: An 
Action Plan to Stop Sexual Violence and 
Harassment. Our government put this 
plan forward and is taking serious steps 
to make sure we accomplish our goals. 
If  you or someone you know is a victim 
of  this kind of  abuse I would encourage 
you to reach out for assistance.

Maintaining positive  
landlord-tenant relationships

If  you’re a tenant or a landlord it’s 
important to remember what your 
responsibilities are when entering into 
a rental agreement. Some of  the things 
you should know are: how to terminate 
a lease, when rent can be increased and 
issues regarding repairs to rental units. 
If  you’re not sure what your rights and 
responsibilities are I encourage you 
to read the Residential Tenancies Act. 
A link is on my MPP website. If  you 
need further help you can contact the 
Landlord and Tenant Board via the link 
on my website. Knowing your rights 
and responsibilities will have a positive 
impact on your renting experience.

response to the Syrian  
refugee crisis

It’s been called the worst refugee 

crisis since World War II. I’m sure you 
were as moved as I at the photo of  three-
year-old Alan Kurdi’s lifeless body on a 
Turkish beach. He drowned, along with 
his five-year-old brother and mother, 
when their boat capsized off  the coast.  
More than four million Syrians have 
fled their country in the past few years, 
seeking protection for their children 
and themselves.

I have heard from Aurora and 
Newmarket residents that Canada is not 
doing enough for refugees. The common 
comment is “if  we did it before, we can 
do it again.” I agree. Canada has a proud 
history of  accepting refugees and this 
country has benefitted by providing a 
new place to start over and a hand-up. 
The common story of  refugees isn’t one 
of  continued government assistance, 
but of  a new Canadian family who are 
exceptionally proud of  their adoptive 
home. It is a story of  children who work 
hard at school and succeed in life. It is 
a story of  people who, at the end of  the 
day, give a lot back to Canada.

Premier Kathleen Wynne would like 
Ottawa to bring 5,000 Syrian refugees 
to Canada by the end of  the year. 
The government believes the federal 
government should not wait for the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees or host governments to certify 
refugee status, a process we are told 
that could take months, and even years.

The Premier just announced $300,000 
in government funding for Lifeline 
Syria – an organization trying to bring 
1,000 Syrian refugees to Toronto. That’s 
the same organization Toronto Mayor 
John Tory is going through to sponsor 
a Syrian refugee family. An admirable 
show of  leadership, I think. Tell me 
what you think. How should Canada, 
Ontario and our town respond?

 I invite you to contact me on any 
issue. Please call my community office at 
905-750-0019, or visit my website at www.
ChrisBallardMPP.ca. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Senior Scape 
Jim l. Abram

In a Federal election,  
on what basis do you tend to vote?
A) by local candidate    B) by party   C) both

The Federal election is now a full 
month down, with about a month-and-
a-half  to go. 

Speaking for myself, I think it has 
been fairly sedate to date: one debate 
that was not much of  a debate, canned 
speeches and announcements at various 
campaign stops – with 10 second sound 
bites dutifully reported on the evening 
news.

But nothing that reaches out and 
grabs the electorate, shaking them to 
pay attention.  

I suspect things will change rather 
rapidly this week.

The campaign trail will start heating 
up as folks return to work after the 
summer and start paying attention 
(well, maybe) to what is being said by 
the leaders-to-be.

So far, I haven’t seen much in the way 
of  true “platforms” per se from all of  
the parties. Some have released more 
than others, and some have provided a 
relative dearth of  information on what 
they would or wouldn’t do if  elected.

Some have costed out programs and 
proposals, some – being as charitable as 
possible – do not.  I will leave it to you to 
decide of  whom I am speaking lest I be 
accused of  shilling for one party.

So, I wait in anticipation to see what 
will be released by the major parties 
in the coming weeks that will address 
the serious issues facing our country: 
economy, environment, education, 
health. I am sure we will see some 
interesting ideas put forward by all 
of  the parties (and of  course some 
crackpot stuff  too. It wouldn’t be fun if  
we had nothing to criticize now, would 
it?).

Even fringe parties have at least one 
good idea that warrants consideration. 
It doesn’t warrant a vote, mind you. 
One idea does not a leader make.

But, it does make one think: what 
happens to all the great ideas once the 
election is over, the votes have been 
counted and the winner declared? Do 
they just wither and die? For the most 
part – unless they are co-opted, rejigged 
and then presented as new policy by the 
“winning” party – the answer would be 
a resounding yes.

And why? Because that’s the nature 
of  politics. No party in their right mind 
– in the midst of  an election – would say 
their opponent’s idea is a good one. It 
necessarily leads to the question, “then 
why the heck should I vote for you?”

Bipartisanship, regardless of  how 
wonderful and noble it sounds, is not 
a winning strategy.  It does not fit with 
the adversarial nature of  the current 
parliamentary system. Our system 
is not collaborative. It is combative. 
Except in the rarest circumstances, the 
winner takes all approach to governing 
is not conducive to folks from across the 
aisles getting together to work – jointly 
– on a solution to the nation’s issues.

If  you can’t take credit then why 
do it? If  it isn’t their idea, then it isn’t 
going to happen.

Yes, all MPs elected to the House of  
Commons are there to represent their 
constituents, but they do so within 
the context of  their party’s platform 
and policies. The particular policy 
of  the opposition may make the most 
sense, but I would bet that the party of  
governance would be loath to say so.

Unless it is a free vote (and there 
are precious few of  those), MPs will 
be whipped into voting with the party, 
regardless of  whether they think it’s 
the best idea or not.

Sorry if  that sounds cynical but 
that’s reality. It’s politics as usual.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

The Aurora Farmers’ Mar-
ket took time out of their 
busy Saturday this week 
to honour two men in-
strumental to the devel-
opment and evolution of 
this favourite weekend 
destination. Main: Market 
Chair Andy Sampogna 
and former Market Chair 
Jan Freedman salute Ste-
phen Granger, the first 
liaison between Aurora 
Council and the Market, 
centre. Inset: Also hon-
oured was former coun-
cillor Nigel Kean, who 
was instrumental in the 
foundation of the Market 
when it was based on 
Temperance Street. 

Auroran photos 
by david Falconer
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2 weeks only  
Thursday, September 10 to Wednesday, September 23, 2015

2 weeks only  
Thursday, September 10 to Wednesday, September 23, 2015

Valid until  
Friday, October 30, 2015

‡Off our regular prices. See page 9 for details.1 ‡‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on article 
#s 10006726773, 1000672776, 1000672774 and 1000672775. Offer valid for leads received or 
contracts signed between September 10 and September 23, 2015. Installation must be completed 
by December 23, 2015. Offer valid through Installation Services only. Call 1‑800‑Home Depot 
(1‑800‑466‑3337) for a free in‑home consultation. See page 9 for details.1 ‡‡‡Off our regular 
prices. Offer not valid on the labour component of installation for storm doors and Phantom® 
product installations. Offer valid on contracts signed between September 10 and September 23, 
2015. Installation must be completed by December 23, 2015. Offer for single‑family residential 
homes only and cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain conditions may apply. See page 9 
for details.1 tOff our regular prices. Offer not valid on Installation Services. See page 9 for details.1 
ttOff our regular prices. Offer valid through Installation Services only. Contracts must be signed or 
leads received between September 10 and September 23, 2015. Installation must be completed by 
January 10, 2016. See page 9 for details.1

WE DO IT FOR YOU. 
RESULTS GUARANTEED.

15%
OFF

All Special Order 
Window Coverings 
purchased in‑store

20%
OFF

t

OR 20% OFF
tt

 
Product Only 
when purchased and installed  
through Installation Services

All Windows and Exterior Doors‡, 
Roofng, Siding and Eavestrough‡‡

(Offer valid on In‑Stock and Special Order)

OR 15% OFF‡‡‡ Product and Labour 
(Excludes storm door and Phantom® product installations)

Why trust the job to anyone else? See an associate 

for details or visit homedepot.ca/installations

Speak to an Installation Services expert in  

person. They can answer questions about  

your fall and winter projects.  

Visit homedepot.ca/homeshow

home
show
2015

Thursday, September 10 to  
Sunday, September 13, 2015  

and  
Thursday, September 17 to  

Sunday, September 20, 2015,  
11am to 3pm

Why Rent When 
You Can Own?
Take Advantage of Low Monthly Payments 
with The Home Depot Project Loanttt

c Professionally installed ENERGY STAR® certifed products

c Low fxed monthly payments

c Flexible payment schedule – add to your payment, or pay in full

c No administrative fee or buy‑out clauses

tttSee page 9 for details.

3
3
3
3$187‡‡‡

per sq. ft.

Granite starting at

$44

Whole Home Basic 
Carpet Installation

$97
t

Valid until  
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on cabinet refacing only, article # 1000655094. Offer not valid on countertops. 
Offer valid on leads received or contracts signed between September 10 and September 23, 2015. Installation 
must be completed by November 23, 2015. Offer valid through Installation Services only. Call 1‑800‑Home Depot 
(1‑800‑466‑3337) for a free in‑home consultation or visit homedepot.ca/installations. See page 9 for details.1 
‡‡Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Valid for measures received and orders 
placed from September 10 to October 14, 2015. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Offer valid on select 
colours only. While supply lasts. Colour may appear slightly different from image shown. Includes eased edge 
profle Type 1. Premium edge profle Types 2 to 4 at an additional cost. Other additional charges may apply. 
Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for 
details.1 ‡‡‡Offer applies only to the basic labour component of Laminate or Allure® installation of any In‑Stock 
or Special Order Laminate or Allure® fooring from The Home Depot in single‑family, residential homes, any 
home, any size, any number of rooms. Minimum purchase of 200 sq. ft. required. Basic Laminate installation 
labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, diagonal installations, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing laminate on steps. Regular basic 
labour rates apply to installations over 1000 sq. ft. This offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined 
with any other offer except The Home Depot Consumer Credit offers. Offer valid through Installation Services 
only. See page 9 for details.1 tOffer valid through Installation Services only. Minimum purchase of 33.3 sq. yds. 
required. Contracts must be sold and paid for by September 16, 2015. Installation must be completed by  
October 16, 2015. Offer valid only on orders that also include installation of underpad. Basic carpet 
installation labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing carpet on steps. This 
offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined with any other offer except The Home Depot 
Consumer Credit offers. See page 9 for details.1

In-Stock and Special Order 

laminate fooring  

installed for as low as

Buy More, Save More  
on Basic Laminate and Allure

®

 
Flooring Installation‡‡‡

Cabinet Refacing

10%
OFF

‡

AFteR

BeFORe

Valid until  
Wednesday, October 14, 2015

2 weeks only  
Thursday, September 10 to Wednesday, September 23, 2015

Select Silestone®, Granite, 
Corian® and eCO® Countertops
Includes • Eased edge • Rough sink cutout • Single faucet hole

Special Buy colours may vary by market and surface type.  

While quantities last.

per sq. ft.  
installed‡‡

Valid until  
Wednesday, September 30, 2015

600-1000 sq. ft. INStALLeD 

Pay $1.87 per sq. ft.‡‡‡

SAVE
48¢

per sq. ft.

400-599 sq. ft. INStALLeD 

Pay $1.97 per sq. ft.‡‡‡

SAVE
38¢

per sq. ft.

200-399 sq. ft. INStALLeD 

Pay $2.10 per sq. ft.‡‡‡

SAVE
25¢

per sq. ft.
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We DO It FOR YOU. 
ReSULtS GUARANteeD.

Why trust the job to anyone else? See an associate 

for details or visit homedepot.ca/installations

Speak to an Installation Services expert in  

person. they can answer questions about  

your fall and winter projects.  

Visit homedepot.ca/homeshow

home
show
2015

thursday, September 10 to  
Sunday, September 13, 2015  

and  
thursday, September 17 to  

Sunday, September 20, 2015,  
11am to 3pm

$187‡‡‡

per sq. ft.

Granite starting at

$44

Whole Home Basic 
Carpet Installation

$97
t

Valid until  
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on cabinet refacing only, article # 1000655094. Offer not valid on countertops. 
Offer valid on leads received or contracts signed between September 10 and September 23, 2015. Installation 
must be completed by November 23, 2015. Offer valid through Installation Services only. Call 1‑800‑Home Depot 
(1‑800‑466‑3337) for a free in‑home consultation or visit homedepot.ca/installations. See page 9 for details.1 
‡‡Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Valid for measures received and orders 
placed from September 10 to October 14, 2015. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Offer valid on select 
colours only. While supply lasts. Colour may appear slightly different from image shown. Includes eased edge 
profle Type 1. Premium edge profle Types 2 to 4 at an additional cost. Other additional charges may apply. 
Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for 
details.1 ‡‡‡Offer applies only to the basic labour component of Laminate or Allure® installation of any In‑Stock 
or Special Order Laminate or Allure® fooring from The Home Depot in single‑family, residential homes, any 
home, any size, any number of rooms. Minimum purchase of 200 sq. ft. required. Basic Laminate installation 
labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, diagonal installations, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing laminate on steps. Regular basic 
labour rates apply to installations over 1000 sq. ft. This offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined 
with any other offer except The Home Depot Consumer Credit offers. Offer valid through Installation Services 
only. See page 9 for details.1 tOffer valid through Installation Services only. Minimum purchase of 33.3 sq. yds. 
required. Contracts must be sold and paid for by September 16, 2015. Installation must be completed by  
October 16, 2015. Offer valid only on orders that also include installation of underpad. Basic carpet 
installation labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing carpet on steps. This 
offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined with any other offer except The Home Depot 
Consumer Credit offers. See page 9 for details.1
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We DO It FOR YOU. 
ReSULtS GUARANteeD.
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Valid until  
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

‡Off our regular prices. Offer valid on cabinet refacing only, article # 1000655094. Offer not valid on countertops. 
Offer valid on leads received or contracts signed between September 10 and September 23, 2015. Installation 
must be completed by November 23, 2015. Offer valid through Installation Services only. Call 1‑800‑Home Depot 
(1‑800‑466‑3337) for a free in‑home consultation or visit homedepot.ca/installations. See page 9 for details.1 
‡‡Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only. Valid for measures received and orders 
placed from September 10 to October 14, 2015. Minimum 30 sq. ft. purchase required. Offer valid on select 
colours only. While supply lasts. Colour may appear slightly different from image shown. Includes eased edge 
profle Type 1. Premium edge profle Types 2 to 4 at an additional cost. Other additional charges may apply. 
Advertised prices are approximate. May not be combined with any other offers. No substitutions. See page 9 for 
details.1 ‡‡‡Offer applies only to the basic labour component of Laminate or Allure® installation of any In‑Stock 
or Special Order Laminate or Allure® fooring from The Home Depot in single‑family, residential homes, any 
home, any size, any number of rooms. Minimum purchase of 200 sq. ft. required. Basic Laminate installation 
labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, diagonal installations, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing laminate on steps. Regular basic 
labour rates apply to installations over 1000 sq. ft. This offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined 
with any other offer except The Home Depot Consumer Credit offers. Offer valid through Installation Services 
only. See page 9 for details.1 tOffer valid through Installation Services only. Minimum purchase of 33.3 sq. yds. 
required. Contracts must be sold and paid for by September 16, 2015. Installation must be completed by  
October 16, 2015. Offer valid only on orders that also include installation of underpad. Basic carpet 
installation labour does not include delivery fee, underlay, custom and optional labour such as moving 
furniture, removing and hauling away existing carpet or fooring, or installing carpet on steps. This 
offer cannot be applied to prior purchases or combined with any other offer except The Home Depot 
Consumer Credit offers. See page 9 for details.1
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2015

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., Sept. 11 Something Extra

Sat., Sept. 12           Rum Cuillin

Fri., Sept. 18 Bad Dog

     Sat., Sept. 19 Billik
LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB
EVERY WEEKEND

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER

New!

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business Meeting Rooms 
& the Famous Hunt Pub with Live Entertainment. 

PRIME RIB
is back every Friday and 

Saturday night!

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Conditions may apply.

OPEN
HOUSE 

Sunday, 
September 20

1 PM - 4 PM

Chartwell Fall Fest

15055 Yonge Street  
Aurora • 289-648-4113

Make us part of your story.
LEt’S cELEbratE tHE faLL 
SEaSON tOgEtHEr!
Since moving to their Chartwell home,  
Rita and Jean-Louis have more time to 
socialize with friends and participate in  
their favourite activities. Now you too  
are invited to meet new people and 
experience all the season has to offer.

Chartwell.Com

Council targets 1.8% tax 
increase following economic 
downturn

By Brock Weir

Financial challenges in Ontario, 
Canada, and around the world have led 
number-crunchers at Town Hall to do a 
dramatic re-think on how much of  a tax 
increase Aurora residents can afford to 
pay in 2016.

Councillors this week will consider 
a joint recommendation from interim 
CAO Patrick Moyle and Town Treasurer 
Dan Elliott, to target a 2016 tax increase 
of  1.8 per cent, down from an initially 
forecasted 4.1 per cent. 

“It is clear… that 2016 will be a 
more challenging period for taxpayers 
and, as such, the original 2015 budget 
assumptions for 2016 have been 
reconsidered,” said Mr. Elliott in his 
report to General Committee this week. 
“The global, national, and provincial 
economies have created a great deal of  
volatility and uncertainty for taxpayers, 
and the Town’s budget should reflect that 
concern.”

Last month, Council twice voted down 
on a tie vote a year-long hiring freeze 
for new positions at Town Hall, a move 
championed by Councillors Tom Mrakas, 
Wendy Gaertner and Sandra Humfryes, 
citing keeping an eye on Aurora’s 
bottom line while giving the Town’s new 
permanent CAO, a position expected to 
be filled in January, a chance to assess the 
municipal staff  complement and evaluate 
any changes that might be necessary.

While this move failed around the 
Council table, if  the recommendation to 
slash the budget targets by over two per 
cent is approved, that is exactly how the 
savings will be achieved. 

“During consideration of  the 2015 
budget, an operating budget forecast for 
2016 was provided,” said Mr. Elliott. “The 

forecast suggested a tax increase of  4.1 
per cent and included the hiring of  11 
new full-time staff  positions, factoring in 
an extension of  service levels to meet the 
needs of  new growth areas.

“Staff  will be expected to find increased 
capacity within existing workflows 
and processes to partially absorb the 
inflationary increases expected for 2016. 
[The Town] is currently piloting a ‘Lean 
Process Review’ for its processes, with the 
expectation that this become a corporate 
standard. Additionally, it is recommended 
that 2016 be the year when a corporate-
wide project management methodology 
will be employed for future capital and 
operating projects and programs.”

The move to set a budget target at 
this point is part of  a drive to approve 
next year’s operating budget – and, 
therefore, the tax increase to be expected 
by taxpayers – by the end of  the 2015 
calendar year.

To achieve this, staff  are working 
within a six point framework including 
Council’s directive to eliminate reliance 
on the Hydro Reserves by 2019, reducing 
reliance on supplementary taxes, 
increase funding to reserve accounts, 
phase-in additional fire crews on the 
Central York Fire Services, develop more 
efficient ways of  service delivery to 
residents, and “always being mindful of  
new or higher levels of  service which add 
to tax levy pressure.”

“While a 1.8 per cent tax levy pressure 
may be achievable for 2016, the forecast 
pressures for 2017, 2018 and 2019 remain 
unclear,” noted Mr. Elliott. “A detailed 
review of  the multi-year forecasts will 
be undertaken as part of  the new CAO’s 
mandate and these forecasts will be 
delivered to Council during the 2017 
budget process.”

By Brock Weir

The scent and the smoke emanating 
from Machell Park will draw people to 
Aurora from far and wide this weekend 
as Aurora hosts its 10th annual Ribfest.

With the grills firing up on Friday, this 
year’s event will include some big names 
and a couple of  changes from years 
passed.

Headlining this year’s festivities are 
Canadian bands Chilliwack and The 
Spoons. The multi-platinum Chilliwack 
hits the stage Friday, September 11 at 9 
p.m. The Spoons, the new-wave synthpop 
group, headlines the following evening at 
the same time.

“I can’t tell you which band I have heard 
more sentimental stories about because 
as soon as I hear one about Chilliwack, I 
hear one about The Spoons,” says Shelley 
Ware, Special Events Coordinator for the 
Town of  Aurora. “I am still hearing lots 
of  stories about how The Spoons played 
at certain high schools around here. With 
Chilliwack, some people are still shocked 
the actual Chilliwack is coming. Some 
people weren’t aware they were still 
performing let alone actually going to be 
here. We do a lot of  tributes community-
wide, but this is the real deal and it  
is harder convincing people that it really 
is.”

This year, however, will be the first to 
institute a wrist band policy. After 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, Ribfest is open 
only to those 18-year-of-age and older who 
have purchased – and are wearing – a 
valid wristband, which are currently on 
sale for $5 each at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, and will also be 
available for purchase on-site.

“We have had a couple of  calls [about 
the wrist band policy] and whenever I do 

get contacted I take the time to ensure that 
all questions are answered so the strategy 
behind it is communicated,” says Ms. 
Ware. “I think when strategic decisions 
are made it comes down to defendability: 
can you defend why a strategy went in 
that way? I am very confident we are 
able to defend how this event is going. 
However, I have to say it has been a 
landslide of  positive responses.”

There will always be some people 
disappointed with the change, she adds, 
but others still who are happy there is 
a charge to underscore the value of  the 
event and there is some cost recovery 
going on. One thing that will be difficult 
to gauge, however, is the impact on the 
attendance. This will be the first year two 
name bands will headline the event as 
last year’s Platinum Blonde concert was 
scrapped due to an electrical storm.  

As the final pieces come together for 
Friday, Ms. Ware says preparations this 
year have become something of  a trip 
down memory lane for the team. Keeping 
an event like this going for a decade is 
no small undertaking and to ensure it 
grows year after year is a significant feat 
altogether. 

“A lot of  people start off  events and 
you just assume they keep going, but this 
one has continued to go with positive 
growth and that is pretty special,” says 
Ms. Ware, noting she wants to ensure 
this event continues to have a distinct 
Aurora ‘footprint.’ “When we started 10 
years ago, Ribfests were rarer than they 
are now. 

“Over the last three years, inclusive of  
this one, the choice of  entertainment has 
gone in a very different direction with the 
headliner bands coming from the classic 
rock eras. I like that we have sort of  kept 
a unique flair to an event which is now 
considered to be common.”

Ribfest set to sizzle for 10th anniversary
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100% Certified 
Organic Produce 

Delivered for 
Less Than the 

Cost of Shopping 
Retail

FREE Delivery
Customizable & No Commitment

Year Round Service

ORGANICSLIVE.COM

416.567.2175 | lisette@organicslive.com

/Organics-Live-GTA-North
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TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW 

ROYALFAIR.ORG
Horse Show tickets include 

admission to the Fair.

THE ROYAL HORSE SHOW®

REASO
NS

THE

ROYAL

REASO
NS

to love
THE

ROYAL

Take and   directly to Exhibition Place or park in one of the 4,000 parking spots.

North America’s #1 Indoor 
Horse Show* featuring 
Olympic caliber riders from 
around the globe.
*Voted by NARG.
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Toronto, ON  M6G 1A9   
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

children, this is a first for Aurora and 
Newmarket. 

“We felt like it was time to come into 
this area because we heard we had lots 
of  dancers here who would love to do 
a two-step for the kids who can’t,” says 
Charlene Myke of  Easter Seals. “We 
are actually facing a bit of  a shortfall in 
the area with some of  our kids and we 
realised we needed to get an event going. 
We were lucky enough that it took off  
very quickly and we had so many people 
in the community step up and support 
the event.”

Stepping up – and lacing up – are Paul 
Dutton of  snap’d, Royal Woodworking’s 
Donna Gerrits, Aurora Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, Magna for the 
Community’s Steve Hinder, long-time 
Newmarket volunteer Jackie Playter, 
Mike Rathke of  M.R. Menswear, and 
business advocate Robin Taylor Smith. 

“One reason [I signed up to 
participate] is I had a sister who was in 
a wheelchair and Easter Seals helped 
her out a lot,” says Ms. Playter. “She 
has passed away now, but when she was 
young and we needed a wheelchair, they 
were there, and I felt like it was time to 
give back and that’s why I got involved.”

Ms. Playter is not alone. Many of  
the participants said they have been 
impacted in one way or another by 
the work Easter Seals performs in the 
community, whether they have seen 
the work in action themselves, or have 
heard first-hand accounts from those 
who have truly benefitted.

“It is an excellent cause, “says Ms. 
Taylor-Smith. “I have done things with 
Special Olympics before and the more 
you can do, the better. It has always been 
a worthwhile endeavour.”

Mr. Rathke, on the other hand, is 

a brain cancer survivor. His tumour 
affected the left side of  his body, so 
dancing has been a bit of  a challenge, 
but he’s battling through it, finding 
himself  improving slowly with every 
time he hits the dance floor.

“If  I had a couple more months [to 
practice], it would be a lot better,” he 
says. “I am fortunate to be around so 
that is why I am involved in this event.

Partnered with dance instructors 
from Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio, 
each of  the “Stars” will debut their 
two dances at the October 1 event. Each 
performance will be critiqued and 

praised by a panel of  judges. The seven 
dancers will then be whittled down to a 
top three – two of  whom are selected by 
the judges and the third, who is selected 
by the voting crowd. Then, the last round 
comes right down to the judges.

As the “Stars” practice their moves, 
they are also actively fundraising 
through the cause, not only selling tables 
and tickets for the event, but collecting 
online pledges as well. If  this wasn’t 
enough, they are learning a thing or two 
on the dance floor as well.

“I have to tell you that in 30 years of  
policing, I had a number of  very anxious 
moments, but I have never been more 
anxious than I am now. This isn’t easy!” 
says Mr. Hinder. “One of  the dances 
I am doing is the west coast swing (I 
didn’t even know there was a west coast 
swing, let alone an east coast swing, but 
apparently there is). The other dance is 
called Peabody. I had to look these things 
up because the only dancing I know is 
moving around the floor at Hoedown. 

“You really have to focus and do a 
lot of  footwork. At the end of  the day, I 
think people in the audience know we’re 
doing this to support Easter Seal kids 
and I think there will be people there to 
say, darn, I wish I had gone up there.”

Adds Mr. Dutton: “I like being 
involved and giving back to the 
community. If  this was polo, I might 
not be so into it, but I like to dance and 
move, but having a chance to formally 
learn how to dance while supporting 
Easter Seals? I’m in. We are going to be 
bad, but I am working hard to be good!” 
Dancing with the Stars Aurora-
Newmarket hopes to raise $60,000 for 
Easter Seals. Funds raised will largely 

benefit their Send a Kid to Camp 
program which, when costs for personal 
care workers for the individual children 
is factored in, can often cost $2,500 per 
child for 10 days. It will also raise vital 
funds for equipment and mobility 
devices.

To support the dancers of  your choice 
with your vote – and your $20 – visit www.
easterseals.org/dancing-with-easter-
seals-stars-newmarket-aurora.

Dancing with the Stars event hopes to raise $60K for Easter Seals

Contestants Jackie Playter and Paul Dutton show 
off some fancy footwork. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

400th AnnivErSAry oF BrUlEE EXpEdition ArrivES SAtUrdAy

This year marks the 400th anniversary of  the exploration of  Ontario by Samuel de Champlain and 
to mark the occasion the Societe d’histoire de Toronto is recreating the route likely taken by Etienne 
Brule and the Wendat from Lake Couchiching to the mouth of  the Humber River by foot and canoe. 
Those participating in the journey are expected to arrive in Aurora this Saturday, September 12 at 
approximately 12.45 p.m., making a stop at the historic Aurora Armoury. There, they will be greeted 
by MPP Chris Ballard, Mayor Geoff  Dawe and other members of  Council. Participants will travel 
from Newmarket to Aurora via the Nokiidaa Trail, which links to Aurora on St. John’s Sideroad just 
east of  Yonge Street. Details of  the Aurora stop are yet to be finalized, but local First Nations and 
musicians from the Queen’s York Rangers have been invited to participate. For more on the 400th 
anniversary, visit www.sht.ca.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 10, 2015THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 10, 2015Page  8              Page 9

From page 1

See Curriculum on page 17

Custom Graphic Design 
for All your Marketing Needs!
Business Cards & Labels
Brochures & Post Cards 
Flyers & Door Hangers
Wedding Invitation Packages!
Large Format Design 
(Signs & Banners)
Custom Holiday / All Occasion 
Cards & Photo Cards

Express Printing - 
same day !

T: 905-841-9700  
F: 905-841-8743

cards@embassycards.com
www.embassycards.com

220 Industrial Pkwy. South 
Unit 38, Aurora
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ontario.ca/hpe

They face new challenges every day. The sex ed. and health 
curriculum can help. The first updates since 1998 will help parents 
and teachers give kids the skills they need to stay safe. Find out 
what kids will learn grade by grade at ontario.ca/hpe.

is being taught,” said Olga McElroy, a 
Grade 7 teacher. 

“I think my biggest concern with 
it being brought in this year is that so 
many people have been pushing back, 
questioning and wanting to know more. 
We’re getting the message it is going 
through anyway and that, to me, in a 
democratic process, is not acceptable. I 
don’t see how a government can hear all 
of  the protests and all of  the concerns 
and just say, ‘too bad’ even though 
it is afflicting kids who don’t have a 
voice and aren’t of  voting age. They’re 
talking about hundreds of  thousands 
of  kids in this province who can’t say 
they’re uncomfortable so we, as their 
parents, are trying to say, ‘Wait. Look 
more into it.”

The argument kids would be 
uncomfortable with the new curriculum 
was a common theme offered by the 
protestors, including Dave, who said 
he has had two daughters go through 
the existing elementary school sex-ed 
curriculum.

“Kids are naturally modest,” he said. 
“[My daughters] have both been very 
uncomfortable with the current sex-ed 
curriculum because it is taught in a 
mixed-gender environment and they’re 
not even allowed to ask questions. They 
are naturally modest and shy about 
these things. My daughter has already 
asked to be exempt from the Grade 7 
and Grade 8 curriculum because she 
is so uncomfortable with some of  the 
things that are coming up. Kids aren’t 
out there wanting to talk about their 
body parts and what to do with them.” 

Parents also objected to the new 
curriculum introducing the concept of  
gender identity to students. “Teaching 
gender as a social construct” to Grade 
three students was “simply ridiculous” 
they offered. 

“They are born one or the other,” 
added Dave. “There might be .001 per 
cent of  the population that is afflicted 
by that disorder and they should be 
treated accordingly, but not all kids are 
out there wondering whether they are a 
boy or a girl or whether they can grow 
up and be one or the other. That is just 
social engineering we don’t want our 
kids to go through.”

For another parent, Philip, the issue 
of  teaching the concept of  consent 
brought up several emotions as he 
spoke alongside his daughters. 

“One thing I am hearing is if  
somebody actually has more awareness 
they can actually stop someone from 
raping them, but a rapist doesn’t care 
about consent,” he said. “We teach our 
daughters what is not acceptable for 
somebody to touch them and so forth, 
so we set the boundaries, so someone 

who is going to rape a kid is going to 
rape a kid regardless of  whether they 
tell them not to or whatever it is. There 
are sick people in this world and that 
is why we have to have boundaries to 
protect our children.

And, it is parents themselves – or, at 
least the parents protesting – who want 
to set these boundaries and be the first 
on the scene to teach their children 
these concepts when and where they 
feel it is appropriate.

“I am concerned that the parents are 
the primary educators of  the children 
and the government should stick with 
their own areas,” said Diane Wood. 
“I believe in subsidiarity where I am 
happy to have the government come in 
and clean off  the roads and I will pay 
for that, but I don’t want them cleaning 
my driveway. I can take care of  my own 
driveway and everything from the road 
into my house. I want to take care of  my 
own house, my own children, give them 
my values and not whoever’s values 
they’re trying to teach.”

She conceded, however, there might 
be some parents in Ontario not willing 
to step up to the plate and teach their 
kids the important facts of  life when it 
is truly needed and that is something 
she is trying to address through a 
guide she has created for parents and 
speaking engagements on the subject.

“I do know our government is 
concerned that parents aren’t doing 
their job, so I am trying to work 
towards being able to do it. “I think the 
new curriculum goes into too many 
areas we don’t need to go into with the 
children at too young of  an age, such as 
masturbation. I am worried about when 
the child is ready. Each child should 
be taught one on one because there is 
a natural tendency to be innocent and 
once they are ready for things they will 
ask and the parents will know when 
they are ready. I am concerned that 
the parents aren’t doing their job, but 
maybe this is the catapult we need to 
get that going and get more parents on 
board.”

Health and Sex-Ed changes are long 
overdue, says MPP

By Brock Weir

Ontario was once a leader when 
it came to health education, but has 
since fallen behind the likes of  British 
Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan, 
according to Newmarket-Aurora MPP 

Parents want to be on the  
frontline of sex-ed

Chris Ballard. But, now it is time to 
play catch-up.

While an announcement in 
Brampton kept Mr. Ballard from 
meeting with parents protesting the 
Province’s new health curriculum and 
directly addressing their concerns, 
he said the current curriculum is 15 
years out-of-date and that needs to 
change. 

“The current curriculum is 
from 1998 and that means it was 
written before things like Facebook, 
Instagram and Spapchat even existed. 
Safety on the internet is a big part of  
our updated curriculum and that is 
just a small example of  why I don’t 
think we are moving too fast.

“I find a lot of  people who have 
concerns with the new health and 
phys-ed curriculum haven’t really sat 
and studied it. It is not a big document 
and I encourage any parent to give it a 
read-over and they will have a better 
understanding of  what teachers will 
be doing. I can’t think of  another 
government document that has been 
so fully consulted with parents, with 
educators, with religious figures. We 
have had great feedback and buy-in 
from the Catholic community. We have 
also had great feedback and buy-in 
from the Muslim community and over 
4,000 parents just a few months ago, the 
chairs of  every parent council across 
Ontario was asked for feedback, 4,000 

Protestors take their message to Wellington Street. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The tastiest event of the year!

RIBFEST
AURORA’S

Wristbands
After 8 p.m. on Friday, September 11 and Saturday, September 12, 

Ribfest is only open to those 18 years of age and older who have 

purchased and are wearing a valid wristband. Wristbands cost $5 

and are sold at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex (135 Industrial 

Parkway North) and the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex

(1400 Wellington Street East) or on site at Machell Park. 

Please note, quantities are limited.

Bands
Chilliwack • Friday at 9 p.m. & The Spoons • Saturday at 9 p.m.

Children’s Activity Zone
Saturday and Sunday 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Magna Showdown
Country music talent competition 
on Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Beer Garden*
Presented by the 
Aurora Rotary Club

All Weekend
• Midway with infl atables

• Fantastic entertainment

• Food vendors serving ribs, 
 roasted corn, bloomin’ onions, 
 BeaverTails® and more!*

*A nominal fee applies

M A C H E L L  PA R K  2 A  A u r o r a  H e i g h t s  D r i v e ,  A u r o r a

Chilliwack

Friday, 
September 11

11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Wristbands and age of 
majority required after 8 p.m.

Saturday, 
September 12

11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Wristbands and age of 
majority required after 8 p.m.

Sunday, 
September 13

11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Proudly sponsored by:

A CURORA HRYSLER
motion is life

chiropractic

 #AuroraRibfest

For more information, visit 
www.aurora.ca/ribfest 

or call 905-726-4762.

Inclement Weather?
If you are unsure about the weather the day of the event and its impact 
on the event, please call our 24-hour special events line at 905-726-4762.
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Pet Policy
For health and safety reasons, pets will not be able to experience Ribfest. 
Service dogs are permitted.

Another exciting event 
brought to you by
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Arts & Culture

Photo: 3780516

watsonsfamilykarate.com

Our message to every student is

Come visit a class to see why this is Aurora’s family karate school. Call us at 

905.727.7144 to schedule a time that is convenient for you.

BELIEVE IN 

YOURSELF!

19466386

Stock photo ID:61999092

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors
Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors

Aurora Law ChambersAurora Law Chambers
Sorley & Still, still serving you after 25 years in business. 

We are AuroraFamilyLaw.com 
Conveniently located on Yonge Street in the 

AurorA LAw ChAmbers buiLding 
at 15064 Yonge street Aurora

905-726-9956

Culture Days at Cultural Centre includes Celebration fit for a Queen
By Jane taylor

A celebration fit for a Queen, local 
artists launch their inspired exhibitions 
and a ‘creative safari’ - it’s Culture Days 
at the Centre!

Culture Days is a pan-Canadian free 
celebration of  the arts that takes place 
during the last weekend of  September 
each year. Now participating for the 
fourth year, the Centre welcomes 
everyone to drop by on Saturday, 
September 26 between 1 – 4 p.m. to enjoy 
an afternoon of  free activities.

On September 9, Queen Elizabeth 
II will become our longest reigning 
monarch. The Monarchist League 
of  Canada (York Region Branch), 
in partnership with the Centre, has 
created “Whether It Be Long Or Short”, 

a Community as Curator Heritage 
Exhibition of  artifacts and photos 
highlighting Her Majesty’s connection 
to Canada.

Enjoy a cup of  tea and biscuit, watch 
the original Coronation film, have 
your picture “taken with the Queen” 
in a photo-booth style setting. To help 
celebrate, Auroran Dorothy Gumersall 
will be costumed as the other beloved 
monarch, Queen Victoria, and will be 
receiving throughout the afternoon. 
Another great photo op!

Two gallery exhibitions will open 
this afternoon, both with an Aurora 
focus. Local Colour Aurora is a group 
of  artists who have been working over 
the past two years to capture life in the 
area, either through plein air painting 
excursions, portrait sessions (you may 

have caught Auroran editor Brock 
Weir recently sitting for his portrait 
here during Doors Open Aurora) and 
personal interpretations. 

“Paints the Town”, their resulting 
exhibition in the Meridian, Blue & 
Apple Suites Galleries, is a love letter to 
our town through these paintings.

Upstairs in the Great Hall, local 
photographer Ron Goodlin (some may 
know him from his dental practice) 
showcases his Tanzanian photographic 
safari, with a stunning collection of  
iconic animal photographs. Artists from 
both shows will be on hand this day to 
launch the shows. Ron will present a 
Walk & Talk about his experiences at 
2.30 p.m.

Throughout the afternoon, enjoy a 
“Family Creative Safari”; draw your 
portrait or landscape in chalk frames on 
the sidewalk outside, spend some time 
colouring - even adults can jump into the 
latest colouring craze - and enjoy a stop 
by the button machine to create your own 
souvenir of  the afternoon. All events are 
free to the public, with volunteers and 
staff  facilitating throughout the Centre.

Make this part of  your full day of  
activities presented by members of  
the Aurora Cultural Roundtable! Look 
for your Culture Days Passport with 
information on all the stops, (thanks to 
our printing and media sponsors Prime 
Data and The Auroran) in the September 
17 edition of  this paper.

People had the end of summer blues in the best possible way last Wednesday as Aurora Town Park was 
taken over by the End of Summer Blues Festival and Blues and Cruise, spearheaded by the Aurora Winter 
Blues Festival (AWBF) and the Aurora Classic Car Club. (Clockwise from Top Left) Headlining this year’s 
event was the Jack De Keyzer Band. The spotlight was shone on emerging talent in the form of Young 
and Reckless. Guitarist Graham Young and his band got the evening started, along with emcee Tim Jones. 
AWBF co-founder Jamie Macdonald and Councillor John Abel recognize partners in the event, including 
representatives from the Optimist Club of Aurora and Highland Automotive. 

Auroran photos by david Falconer

THE END OF SUMMER…
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She’s a Classic!

heryl Thomas is all about finding those “lightbulb” moments, that fleeting window where you can 

pinpoint kids finding their confidence – and their true voice – to pursue what they love.

Ms. Thomas is a familiar face around Aurora, often costumed, and often still with similarly costumed kids in tow, 

lending numerous events a light and theatrical air. But there was a time – believe it or not – when she considered 

herself shy. That all changed, however, when she got up on stage as a young woman in her first musical, the Andrew 

Lloyd Webber classic Joseph & The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Stepping out onto the boards, she suddenly found herself more confident than she had ever been and, most im-

portantly, she found her true voice. Since 2000, Ms. Thomas has dedicated herself to helping local kids make those 

same discoveries through Marquee Theatrical Productions.

Founded in 2000, and re-established as a non-profit in 2003, Marquee received charitable status last November. 

Since then, private donations have rolled in to help the group provide tuition-free lessons and camps to kids in 

need through the Children’s Aid Society of York Region and Yellow Brick House.

As a community partner in this month’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown, hosted by Magna, Ms. Thomas is confident pro-

ceeds from the Hoedown, shared amongst the partners, will lay the foundation for countless kids, regardless of 

income or circumstance, experience their own “lightbulb” moments.

Sheryl, you’re a classic!

S

Sheryl Thomas
Owner, Marquee Theatrical Productions

Hockleybeer.ca
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Stouffville Rd.

19th Ave.

Elgin Mills Rd.

Yonge St.

11645 Yonge Street
1-855-670-2183
RichmondHillSubaru.com

Pick Your Own Subaru
This years crop is going fast!

Price is plus HST and licencing. Lease and Finance rates as low as 0.5% are available on select 2015 models, on approved
credit. Cash credit up to $2000 is available on select 2015 Impreza models with cash purchase.  Cash credit up to $1500
is available on select 2015 XV Crosstrek models with cash purchase. Lease offers are based on a maximum of 20,000 km
per year, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and   financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services
by TCCI. Other lease and   finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required.
Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until
September 30, 2015.Contact for Richmond Hill Subaru for details.

Finance or
Lease From0.5%

ON
SELECT
MODELS

or $2000RECEIVE 
UP TO CASH CREDIT 

ON 2015 IMPREZA

$1500OR 
UP TO CASH CREDIT 

ON 2015 XV CROSSTREK

Hurry to NewRoads KIA, these amazing offers end September 30!
17415 Yonge Street  1.855.707.6077  kiaofnewmarket.com

NewRoads KIA

*Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offer(s) available on select new 2015/2016 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who take delivery from September 1 to 30, 2015.
Some conditions apply. See your Kia dealer for complete details. All offers are subject to change without notice. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra cost. §Lease financing offers starting from 0%, available on approved
credit (OAC), on select new 2015 and 2016 models. Cash discounts on select new 2015 and 2016 models vary by model and trim and are deducted from the negotiated cash/lease/finance price before taxes. Maximum $7,000 discount (Including $1,000 ECO-
Credit) is offered on 2015 Optima Hybrid LX (OP74AF) only. Lease has 16,000 km/yr allowance (other packages available and $0.12/km for excess kilometres). Offer ends September 30, 2015. ΩLease payments must be made on a monthly or bi-weekly
basis but cannot be made on a weekly basis. Weekly lease payments are for advertising purposes only.  Cash discounts on cash purchase only of select new 2015 and 2016 models vary by model and trim and are deducted from the negotiated cash price before
taxes. The Kia Sorento/Soul received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among midsize SUVs/Compact multi-purpose vehicles in the proprietary J.D. Power 2015 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 84,367 U.S. new-vehicle
owners, measuring 244 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of U.S. owners surveyed from February to May 2015. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. Information
in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of printing. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Some conditions apply. Contact NewRoads Kia for full details.

NewRoads KIA

2015 SOUL
“HIGHEST RANKED COMPACT MULTI-PURPOSE VEHICLE
IN INITIAL QUALITY IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER

2015 OPTIMA

2015 SORENTO
“HIGHEST RANKED MIDSIZE SUV IN INITIAL 

QUALITY IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED 
5-year/100,000 km worry-free 

comprehensive warranty.

NewRoads_Auroran_BP_September 2_Layout 1  15-09-08  4:42 PM  Page 1
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Classifieds • Coming Events • At Your Service

Jason K. Allan 

Estate Litigation 
Administration 

Planning 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 3 (Broad)  12/19/13  10:54 AM  Page 1
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LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

$165
for a 

Month of Lessons
Only

From beginner 

to advanced, 

we have something 

for everyone.

Call us for more information 

and  book a tour today!

NOW ON!
REGISTRATION
Fall

Mayor’s Breakfast of Champions Spotlight:  
Ducks Swimming takes Charge!

By Kelly Huges
Soorna Choheili was Ducks 

Swimming’s top performing male for 
the 2014-2015 season.

Soorna captured gold in all five of  
his individual events at the Division 
II Provincial Team Championships, as 
well as two relay wins in the Boys 13-14 
age category.  

Soorna also qualified for the 2015 
Speedo Eastern Canadian Open in the 
Boys 16 & Under Category, while only 14 
years of  age. He placed 16th at the event, 
with only one other 14 year-old-boy 
ranking ahead of  him.  In addition, he 
achieved 4 finalist performances at the 
Provincial Age Group Championships 
in his individual events this season; as 
well as 2 finalist performances on relay 
teams in the Boys 13-14 age category.   

Hayden Spiers
Hayden Spiers turned in a gold 

medal performance in the 200 m 
Butterfly at the Division II Provincial 
Team Championships. Hayden also 
captured a silver medal in the 1500 
m freestyle, as well as two relay wins 
in the Boys 13-14 age category at the 
Provincial Team Championships. 

Hayden achieved two finalist 
performances at the Ontario Age 
Group Championships as a member 
of  the Boys 13-14, 4 x 50 m Freestyle 
Relay and the 4 x 100 m Freestyle Relay.  
He was also a Finalist in the 200 m 
Butterfly, Boys 15, at the Provincial Age 
Group Championships held in Nepean 
in July 2015.  Hayden successfully met 
the 2015 Speedo Eastern Canadian 
Open qualification standard for Boys 
16 & Under in the 200 m Butterfly.

george Zizakovic
George Zizakovic won two gold 

medals and a bronze medal at 
the Division II Provincial Team 
Championships in the Boys 10 
Years Category for the 50 m and 100 
m Breaststroke and the 200 m IM, 
respectively.  

George was also a member of  two 
winning relay teams at this provincial 
championship event; the 4x50 m 
Freestyle Relay and the 4x50 m Medley 
Relay. He captured gold at the Central 
Regional Long Course Championships 
in the 800 m Freestyle and silver in 
the 100 m Breaststroke in the Boys 11 
Years Category.

National lacrosse player bringing game to St. Andrew’s College
By Jake Courtepatte

It’s been a career year for lacrosse 
player Felix Cote, and he’s only 16 years 
old.

Already a steady fixture on the 
provincial scene, Cote earned three goals 
and five assists in seven games with 
Team Ontario last month, capturing the 
national crown in Whitby. He quickly 
moved to tryouts for the national 
team, where he earned a spot on Team 
Canada’s U17 roster to compete at the 
World Indoor Lacrosse Championships 
in New York later this month.

He will also be vying for a spot on 
the junior varsity team at St. Andrew’s 
College (SAC), in his first year of  
acceptance and entering Grade 11.

Cote has developed under the Evolve 
Elite Lacrosse program, designed to 
evolve and showcase the best of  the best 
Canadian lacrosse talent. The program, 
which holds practices on SAC’s lower 
fields, has connected Cote with varsity 
lacrosse coach Greg Reid, who is also on 
the Evolve coaching staff.

Reid coached Cote in two tournaments 
this weekend in Pennsylvania and New 
York.

“Athletically, Felix is a beast of  a 
midfielder who is able to run around, 
through or over defensive players at 
will,” says Coach Reid. “He is a legitimate 
scoring threat at all times and yet is very 
unselfish with the ball, preferring to 
set up his teammates rather than score 
himself. He is a consummate team player 
and highly coachable. He is already a 
dominant player in his age group and is 
continually getting better.”

The Sudbury native first made a 
splash in the lacrosse world as a grade 
six student when the became the first 
Sudbury player to ever be selected to a 
Team Ontario roster.

Last month’s provincial gold medal 
was his third time representing the 
province, but he admits it was the first 
time he really felt comfortable.

“It was amazing,” he said of  
nationals. “The peewee year, I didn’t feel 
I belonged, I just showed up and there 
were all these guys from top programs, 
so I made it but I didn’t think I played my 

Teen Ranch 519-941-4501
www.teenranch.on.ca
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Skating & Skills
League Play:
Ages 4 - 70

Beginner to Advanced

Incoming St. Andrew’s College student Felix Cote 
is set to represent Canada at the U17 level in box 
lacrosse later this month. 

photo by SAC Athletics

best. Bantam was better, but this year I 
was confident and I knew I belonged. In 
peewee and bantam, I was so nervous 
but this year I played my best because I 
knew I belonged.”

His new-found confidence has him 
eager for the world championships.

“It’s just going to be really cool to 
go to worlds,” he said. “It’s happening 
the same time as the men’s worlds and 
Team Canada is filled with National 
Lacrosse League players and teams 
from Finland and all over. Our team is 
on the back side of  the tournament, and 
it’s just us and Czech Republic and a 
Canadian native team and there might 
be a U.S. team, so we’ll play those teams 
and get to stay and watch the men and it 
will be cool with so many lacrosse fans 
and to spend a week there.”

He hopes to continue his success 

at SAC after spending some time on 
campus this spring watching the varsity 
team play. He also attended Roger 

Neilson’s hockey camp held at SAC a 
few years ago.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 10, 2015THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 10, 2015Page  14              Page 15

YOUR LOCAL 
FORD LINCOLN DEALER

 

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

1344 WELLINGTON ST., KING CITY, ON | 905.727.9297 | 416.301.0299

• LARGE SELECTION
• ORNAMENTS
• ANNUALS
• TREE SHRUBS
• EVERGREENS

• PERENNIALS - HERBS
• SOD - TOP SOIL
• GRAVEL - CURBS
• CHRISTMAS TREES
• FIREWOOD

SAM & MARY
905.727.9297

1344 WELLINGTON ST., KING CITY, ON | 905.727.9297 | 416.301.0299

FOR ALL YOUR DISPOSAL NEEDS

M I N I  •  B I N S

SERVICING AURORA & SURROUNDING AREA, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Panthers look to bounce back from last season’s heartbreaker
By Jake Courtepatte

Last March, the Intermediate Aurora 
Panthers looked poised to return to 
the second round of  the Provincial 
Women’s Hockey League playoffs for 

the first time since 2012.
Having barely squeaked into the 

post-season in sixteenth place, the 
Panthers were up two games to one 
on the powerhouse Toronto Aeros in 
PWHL preliminaries, before collapsing 

defensively to lose the series in five 
games.

“It definitely hurt,” said team captain 
Brittany Kucera. “We showed that we 
could compete with them and win, we 
could have easily been the ones moving 
on.”

They will have to move on from last 
year’s upset as they prepare for the 
2015-16 season, set in motion by a pair 
of  pre-season games this weekend 
against Leaside and Barrie.

But when this year’s incarnation of  
the Panthers squad steps onto the ice for 
the first game, there will be a number 
of  fresh faces. Last season’s older, more 
mature roster has been filled with 
names called up from the midget level, 
with Kucera the only remaining 1997-
born player on the team.

Two of  last season’s top-three scorers 
on the team, Tara Morning and Becca 
Chilvers, have graduated from the team 
and will be suiting up this year for the 
Tigers of  Dalhousie University.

Both Melissa Black and Taylor 
Lemmon, instrumental in Aurora’s 
shutdown defence late last season, are 
moving on from the Panthers. Black 

has joined the Union College hockey 
team in New York, competing in D1, 
the highest level of  NCAA-sanctioned 
sports.

Backstopping the Panthers this 
season will be Frances Tenney and 
Jenna Allessandrini, both formerly of  
the Panthers Midget AA team.

“They’re both strong goaltenders,” 
said head coach Mike Reier. “They’re 
both strong positionally. We’ve got a lot 
of  faith in them.”

Reier returns as bench boss for 
his third season, while the Panthers 
organization has brought in a new 
goaltender development coach, Panther 
alumnus Nicole Kesteris. Kesteris has 
spent the last four years as an all-star 
in the CIS, earning a 51-28 record while 
backstopping the University of  Toronto 
Varsity Blues.

She also earned the title of  2014 U of  
T Athlete of  the Year.

“There’s no place I’d rather be but 
Aurora, because that’s where it all 
began,” said Kesteris.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.pwhl.
pointstreaksites.com.

The Intermediate Aurora Panthers will be looking for redemption this season after being knocked out of 
the first round of PWHL playoffs last March.                                   Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyerʼs organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noahʼs boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists  ̓workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses  ̓elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Todayʼs” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CroSSWord pUZZlE

Town of  Aurora  100 John West  Way, Aurora , ON L4G 6J1
www.aurora .ca/publ icnot ices  |  905-727-3123, ext . 4343

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING #2 

Aurora Town Council will hold a second public meeting to receive input 
on the following planning applications on Wednesday, September 30 
at 6:30 p.m. at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School, Cafeteria, 
278 Wellington Street East, Aurora.

Doors to the St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School will open at 6 p.m. The Public 
Planning Meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. In accordance with the York Catholic District 
School Board policy, the Public Planning Meeting must be completed by 10 p.m.  
A sign-up sheet will be made available at the Public Planning Meeting for individuals 
who wish to speak on the proposed Planning Act applications. This is the second 
Council-directed Public Planning Meeting on the proposed Planning Act applications. 
A third Council-directed Public Planning Meeting on the proposed Planning Act 
applications will be held on October 28. Individuals who sign-up to speak at the 
September 30 Public Planning Meeting and are not able to do so as a result of  
the York Catholic District School Board policy which requires the meeting to end at  
10 p.m. will be prioritized to speak first at the Public Planning Meeting on October 28. 
Location and timing for the October Public Planning Meeting is to be determined. 

Landowners within 120 metres of the subject lands will be receiving the Notice  
of Public Planning Meeting by mail.

APPLICATION: The Owner has submitted applications for a Draft Plan of 
Subdivision, an Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment on the 
property municipally known as 21 Golf Links Drive. The purpose of the applications 
is to allow residential plan of subdivision on a 40.89-hectare parcel of land. The 
proposed Draft Plan of Subdivision includes 184 single detached dwelling lots,  
a block for a 10-storey residential building (estimated 144 residential units) with 
commercial at grade, 14.41 hectares of environmental protection lands and 5.09 
hectares of parkette and open space lands. 

PROPERTY: 21 Golf Links Drive 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Block 28 & 31, Plan 65M-2391 & Block 75, Plan 65M-2358, 
Part of Blocks 58, 59 & 60, Plan M-2034, Part of Block 7, Plan 65M-2441, Blocks 97 
& 99 & Part of Blocks 96 & 100, Plan M-2035 & Block 11, Plan M-2036 & Block 36, 
Plan 65M-2198 & Blocks 67 & 71, Plan 65M-2336 & Block 54, Plan 65M-2259 & 
Part of Block 10, Plan 65M-2243 & Block 52, Plan 65M-3679. 

APPLICANT: Highland Gate Developments Inc.  

FILE NUMBER: SUB-2015-01, OPA-2015-01 and ZBA-2015-02 

CONTACT: Any inquiries for the above note applications may be directed to 
Lawrence Kuk of Planning & Development Services department at 905-727-3123 
ext. 4343. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services 
department at 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 or 
emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name  
and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION: 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made 
to Town Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to 
make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, 
presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the 
fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will appear  
on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information 
in it, such as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you 
expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other 
communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for 
this purpose. Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123. 

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06), Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06), Plan of Subdivision  
(O. Reg. 544/06): 

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, 
before the bylaw is passed or before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval  
to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision 
of the Council of The Town of Aurora or The Regional Municipality of York, as the case may be,  
to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submission to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted,  
before the bylaw is passed or before the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval 
to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board,  
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Official Plan 
Amendment, Zoning By-law Amendment or Draft Plan of Subdivision, you must make a written 
request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

SUndAy, SEptEMBEr 13
The Aurora Community Band will hold its first 

rehearsal of  the 2015 – 2016 season at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, 22 Church Street, beginning at 7 p.m. The Band 
is looking for new members as it enters its fifth year 
of  community music making. Brass, woodwind or 
percussion players with some concert band experience 
are welcome to attend two complimentary rehearsals 
before a membership fee applies. Further information: 
auroracommunityband@gmail.com.

WEdnESdAy, SEptEMBEr 16
Candidates from Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 

Hill will be on hand at the Aurora Cultural Centre this 
evening to answer your questions at Vote Smart, an all-
candidates initiative launched by Aurora university 
student Kelsea Walsh. It is intended to be a “one-stop-
shop” for voters to help differentiate what each candidate 
and their party stands for. 6.30 – 9 p.m.

tHUrSdAy, SEptEMBEr 17
Candidates from Newmarket-Aurora will be on hand 

at the Aurora Cultural Centre this evening to answer 
your questions at Vote Smart, an all-candidates initiative 
launched by Aurora university student Kelsea Walsh. 
It is intended to be a “one-stop-shop” for voters to help 
differentiate what each candidate and their party stands 
for. 6.30 – 9 p.m.

FridAy, SEptEMBEr 18
Hospice King-Aurora will hold their 32nd Annual 

General Meeting today at Hospice King-Aurora (350 
Industrial Parkway South) 11.30 a.m. reception, followed 
by the meeting at 12 noon and a light lunch. Speaker: 
Debbie Homewood, RP, with “Spirituality and Hope 
in Hospice Care.” For more information, call 905-727-
6815x22 or visit www.hospicekingaurora.ca. 

SAtUrdAy, SEptEMBEr 19
Free introductory Tai Chi class: A new beginner 

class will start at 9.30 a.m. today and run for four months, 
every Saturday morning at the Newmarket Veterans’ 
Association Hall (406 Millard Avenue). For more 

information, call 289-366-9956. The Canadian Tai Chi 
Academy is a registered charity devoted to promoting the 
practice of  Tai Chi for health and relaxation. Positive, 
non-competitive environment. No fitness level required. 
All ages welcome. 

SUndAy, SEptEMBEr 20
Join the Aurora Seniors’ Association to celebrate 

their 10th anniversary at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. See 
how far we’ve come! 1 – 4 p.m. 90 John West Way. Light 
refreshments will be served. For more information, call 
905-726-4767.

* * * *
PARTAGEZ LE FRANÇAIS: Enjoy this free French 

language conversation group, which welcomes adults 
from francophones to beginners looking to put their 
French conversation skills into action. Francophones 
and stronger speakers are encouraged to share their 
French language skills with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 
p.m. at Country Style Bistro (14980 Yonge Street, Aurora). 

tUESdAy, SEptEMBEr 22
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

(CFUW) Aurora-Newmarket meets today from 7.15 – 9 
p.m. with speaker Becky Big Canoe. Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. All are 
welcome. For more information, contact Judy Craig at 
905-895-8713.

SUndAy, SEptEMBEr 27
The Tom Taylor Trail Ten Miler kicks off  today 

at Newmarket’s George Richardson Park at 8.30 a.m. 
This year’s run supports Inn From The Cold. For more 
information, visit 4tmiler.ca/registration.

tUESdAy, oCtoBEr 27
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

(CFUW) Aurora-Newmarket meets today from 7.15 – 
9 p.m. with speaker Wayne Hingston presenting on 
orchids. Royal Canadian Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway 
North, Aurora. All are welcome. For more information, 
contact Judy Craig at 905-895-8713.

COMING EVENTS
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED
ALL CEILING FANS & LIGHTING 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
*Some estate furniture 

40%–50% OFF 

PLEASE CALL FOR HOURS

MOVIES IN THE PARK
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“Welcome to Wellington” – new school year brings changes 
for Aurora Senior P.S. community

By Brock Weir

Ken Arnott has always wanted to open 
up a new school and, this week, the long-
time educator gets to do just that – sort of.

Over his time in Aurora, Mr. Arnott 
has served as the principal of  both Aurora 
Senior Public School and George Street 
Public School, but this week he returned 
to work at the helm of  the newly re-named 
Wellington Public School, which merges 
the two schools in the old Aurora Senior 
building under a shiny new name.

“This is kind of  like the best of  both 
worlds,” he says. “You are opening up 
a new school and you’re building the 

culture of  a full kindergarten to Grade 8 
school, but the building was already here. 
We didn’t have the pitfalls that you get of  
building right from the ground up.”

There was, however, much to discover 
and plan for when it was clear George 
Street would be closing at the end of  the 
last school year after nearly 60 years. 
Construction within Aurora Senior to 
accommodate the students that would 
normally be housed at George Street 
began in March, picking up steam 

Teacher Shirley Crimi and Principal Ken Arnott 
show off one of the newly constructed classrooms 
at Wellington Street Public School last week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

considerably after students left for their 
summer holidays, and it has been full 
speed ahead as the clock ticked down to 
the first day of  school on Tuesday. 

There were some challenges in 
overhauling a nearly 50-year-old school 
to accommodate Kindergarten through 
Grade 3. The entire basement/first floor 
was gutted. Gone is the old music room, 
along with the old woodshop and home 
economics rooms. In their place, new 
classrooms have been constructed and 
a play area for the kindergarteners has 
been tarmacked. Upstairs, the old lunch 
room has been halved in favour of  a new 
lunch room and new music room, and the 
gymnasium has been overhauled, proudly 
bearing the emblem of  the newly-minted 
Wellington Wolverines. 

“Construction is finished and it has 
just been go-go-go all week,” says Mr. 
Arnott. “It is like moving into a new 
house, or after you have renovated. Now 
it is unpacking and sorting in your new 
place. I have always said the school is 
more than a building. This school is older, 
but it looks fresh and new inside, but the 
key part is the staff  and the people in the 
building. People are pleased and happy 
to be together after several years as two 
separate schools with one [common] staff. 
Now, it is a big difference having us all 
under one roof.”

Aurora’s annual Movies in the Park series came to a close last Thursday with 
a screening of The Lego Movie at Norm Weller Park. (1) The screenings were 
popular among Aurorans of all ages and in every corner of the Town. (2) 
Youngsters get up close and personal with Frozen’s Elsa. (3) Young performers 
bring to life a musical number from Annie before weather conspired to wash 
the screening out. (4) Optimists tended the grill at many of the screenings. (5 
& 6) Archery was the order of the day at the Mockingjay screening while the 
crowd was given its orders by members of Marquee Theatrical Productions. 

Auroran photos by david Falconer
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISSTANT for real 
estate salesperson. Must be experienced 
in real estate related programs and knowl-
edgeable about the real estate industry. Part 
time with flexible hours. Email resume to 
realestateassistant@gmail.com

local debates, small things here and 
there, just doesn’t fit into our campaign 
plan.”

Nevertheless, planning for the Vote 
Smart debates continue.

Newmarket-Aurora candidates 
Yvonne Kelly (NDP), Vanessa Long 
(Green), and Kyle Peterson (Liberal), 
along with Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond 
Hill candidates Leona Alleslev (Liberal) 
and Brenda Power (NDP) joined Ms. 
Walsh at the Cultural Centre on Friday 
morning to raise awareness of  the event. 

The remaining Aurora-Oak Ridges-
Richmond Hill candidates will take 
the stage on Wednesday, September 16, 
from 6.30 – 9 p.m. at the Cultural Centre, 
with the Newmarket-Aurora candidates 
participating in their meeting at the same 
time and the same place the following 
evening. 

“We have everything planned now 
and all the candidates have said they are 
going to come, but I am still waiting for 
Lois Brown and Costas Menegakis,” said 
Ms. Walsh following the event. “I am still 
hoping they will be able to make it out. 
Everyone has a very busy schedule, so it 
is a matter of  getting a response and with 
some of  the people I have been working 
with. It is quite difficult to get a response 
or find the time in their schedules to 
come to Vote Smart-related events. 

“I think it would be a real shame if  one 
of  the parties were absent. I created Vote 
Smart not because I have any political 
agenda. I don’t care what the turnout 
of  the night is or what the outcome is 
for the night. I really just want people to 
come and be informed, vote and feel they 
got something useful out of  Vote Smart. 
[This event] can only be as useful as it 
could be if  all the parties are present. It 
can only do its full job if  all the parties 
are present.”

By Friday afternoon, however, it was 
clear Vote Smart would not be firing on 
all cylinders by the time the Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill candidates take 
the stage.

“We’re scheduled every single day 

back to October 19 and we made sure we 
made room for the two big debates so we 
have an opportunity to answer questions 
and do all that wonderful stuff  we’re 
supposed to do to get our message out 
and converse with constituents through 
the Chambers, Rogers and the media that 
will be there as well,” said Mr. Menegakis. 

Ms. Brown was not available for 
comment on her decision not to 
participate in Vote Smart and comment 
requested from Ms. Brown’s campaign, 
Peter Seemann, on their rationale had 
not been received at press time.

Newmarket-Aurora politicians have 
been invited to participate in their first 
all-candidates meeting – this one a forum 
focusing on social issues – this Thursday, 
September 10, from 7.30 – 9.30 p.m. at 
Newmarket’s Trinity United Church. All 
are welcome to attend. 

First all-candidates meeting  
ready for Thursday

parents alone right then and there. 
Every educational body, religious 
body, parents and students have all 
been asked for input [and] this has 
been ongoing in 2007.”

Mr. Ballard said he puts his trust in 
the parents and teachers who say the 
information is age appropriate.

Locally, he added, he has sat 
down with “a couple of  parents” 
with concerns and after walking 
them through the curriculum their 
concerns were addressed. 

“We have really attempted to find 
their concerns in the curriculum 
only to find their concerns, whoever 
is informing them, is not basing their 
concerns on what is really written in 
the curriculum,” he said. “I think one 
of  the biggest misconceptions is there 
is a section of  scenarios and questions 
that may seem inappropriate. This is 
not information that is necessarily 
going to be passed on to children, but 
it is information to teachers on how to 
answer questions that children might 
ask for whatever reason. It is not 
information that is part of  a lesson, 
but if  a child comes up to a teacher 
and asks what X, Y and Z means, the 
teacher has a well-thought-out answer 
to inform the child.

“With the current curriculum, 
teachers were telling us they were at 
a loss because kids weren’t asking 
these questions at this age in years 
gone by. Now we have age appropriate 
answers, but I think some people have 

read the curriculum and thought this 
information is going to be passed on to 
all the children, and it is not. It is only 
if  the children ask.”

Based on the Ontario Human 
Rights Code, Mr. Ballard said the 
document is “really fundamental 
stuff”, introducing broad concepts of  
consent from a young age, including 
not hugging someone unless it is okay 
to do so. 

“All of  the focus seems to have been 
on the sex curriculum which is only 
one part of  this whole curriculum 
update. This curriculum includes a lot 
of  work around mental health, a lot 
of  work around health relationship, 
around consent and those kinds of  
things and not all about the plumbing.”

If  any time a parent is uncomfortable 
with what is being taught to their 
kids, they still have the right under 
provincial law to withdraw their child 
from the class in question, noted Mr. 
Ballard, adding no one is “forcing” a 
child to take the program.

“Let’s face it, as uncomfortable as it 
may make all of  us who are parents, 
our kids are maturing earlier than 
when we were in school,” he said. 
“They are maturing earlier than 10 
years ago, certainly much earlier 
than 15 years ago and kids today need 
information about their bodies, about 
health, sooner than my generation did, 
for example. I think it is a smart thing 
to do to address the pressing issues 
and make sure our kids stay healthy 
and lead good lives.”

SErviCE

For rEntgEnErAl HElp WAntEd

HElp WAntEd

REgISTERED REcES required 
for local school aged child care 
centers in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com

EXPERIENcED MEAT cUTTERS and  
labourers wanted. Cutting and debon-
ing poultry products an asset. Labourers,  
$11-$14/hr. Butchers with minimum two 
years experience - $16/hr. Apply to Abate 
Packers Ltd by email at: jobs@abatepack-
ers.com or by fax: 519-848-2793.

1 BEDROOM 
MAIN flOOR.  
Available Sep-
tember 1, 2015. 
Suitable for one  
professional. 416-
564-4330. Nikki

AURORA Yard worker. 416-564-4330. Nikki

vEHiClES 
WAntEd/

WrECKing

WE PAY $325-$3000 
for your scrap cars 
& trucks. 24/7/ Free 
towing.  705-500-2844 
or 905-462-1346.

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Continued Growth has Created Several Opportunities to Join a 
Transportation / Distribution Company in Bolton, ON

Courier Driver
	 •		G	License		for	small	van	deliveries
AZ Daycab Drivers
	 •		Full	time	&	part	time	positions	available
Forklift Operator	–	Various	Shifts	Available
Apprentice Diesel Mechanic & Trailer Mechanic
We	offer	competitive	wages	and	an	employee	benefits	plan.
Please	forward	resume	to	Geordie	Ledson	at
Email:	–	hr@cavalier.ca
Fax.:	905-	951-7387	or	call	905	951-8785	ext.	5225

Visit	us	online	at:	www.cavalier.ca

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Curriculum is about more than “plumbing”: Ballard

Remaining candidates looking forward to Vote Smart debates
By Brock Weir

Despite the non-participation of  
Aurora’s two Conservative candidates, 
the remaining candidates vying for your 
vote say they are looking forward to two 
engaging evenings at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre next week.

For many of  the candidates, the 
informal nature of  the meetings, 
established by local university student 
Kelsea Walsh, is an innovative way to 
engage area residents, one they hope will 
make politics more attractive to younger 
voters.

“I wanted to encourage what Kelsea 
was doing because it is rare you get 
someone who is not involved in a 
Chamber of  Commerce or who is not 
involved in a more traditional media 
outlet or community organization who 
says they want to do this,” said Leona 
Alleslev, Liberal candidate for Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. “It is about 
how we have the conversations. We have 
come to a point where we’re not allowed 
to talk about sex, religion and politics, but 
I think we need to change that. We need 
to have the courage to talk about politics 
because it is our country, it is our future, 
and it affects all of  us.”

It is a fallacy to believe that 25 – 35 year 
old voters are somehow different from the 
larger electorate, she said, or that they are 
incapable of  understanding the big issues 
and that does them a disservice. This is a 
view shared by Newmarket-Aurora NDP 
candidate Yvonne Kelly – but, she said, it 
is important to note that younger voters, 
in turn, are looking for something a little 
bit different from their politicians.

“I think in this age group really want 
to see politicians that are willing to work 
together and not use the platform to talk 
about what is wrong with everybody 

else’s policy as much as what they are 
going to do,” said Ms. Kelly. “I think if  
you’ve got a group of  millennials that 
have had a bit of  a glimpse into what 
politics looks like in the last 10 years, they 
are really dissatisfied with that, so I like 
this format. We’re not in an open debate, 
we’re actually presenting ideas, and we’re 
actually giving people a choice to look at 
what we actually stand for. I think people 
like that.”

Newmarket-Aurora Green Party 
candidate Vanessa Long said she had no 
hesitation in responding to Ms. Walsh’s 
invitation to participate because it is 
a fresh change from the standard all-
candidates’ debate.

“As much as our society and our 
culture seems to turn towards reality TV 
and drama and shock, I think the under-30 
voters especially are too smart and too 
wise to get fooled by that,” said Ms. Long. 
“They want to hear what we stand for, 
what our issues are and, more than that, 
they want to feel we are genuine, that 
we’re really showing up, we actually care 
about what they’re saying and we’re not 
totally BS-ing them.”

Engaging younger voters is especially 
important to Newmarket-Aurora Liberal 
candidate Kyle Peterson. Mr. Peterson 
first got involved in politics early on in 
university and, after that, there was no 
turning back.

“I just thought [Vote Smart] was a 
brilliant idea,” said Mr. Peterson. “We 
need to do whatever we can to get more 
people generally involved in voting in 
elections. We are the only party that is 
promoting real change for the middle 
class, real change for Canada, and 
investments in Canada’s future, which 
I think resonates with all age groups 
across the country. I am most looking 
forward to engaging with voters. I love 

meeting people and being able to deliver 
what it is we want to do for Canada. Any 
voter engagement is a positive thing, for 
most people.”

Engagement is the watchword for 
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill NDP 
candidate Brenda Power as she looks 
forward to the all-candidates meeting. 
It is an event not intended to promote 
one candidate over another, but just to 
interact and become involved. 

“Anything that gets people engaged 
– young people, old people – is great and 
I am absolutely willing to participate in 
anything that would get people interested 
in what is going on in their country and 

get them to believe they have a voice, 
what they say matters, and to get them 
to believe that, yes, there could actually 
be real-life politicians that will actually 
listen to them.

“We can understand why they don’t 
have faith. I understand the thinking of  
people who would support someone like 
Rob Ford, because they have been ignored 
or neglected. I get it. When that happens, 
we get someone like Ford or, in the States, 
Donald Trump. That is what happens 
when you continuously, year after year, 
ignore the people you are supposed to be 
representing. I find it appalling and that 
is why I am doing this.”

Advertise in The Auroran Classifieds
905-727-3300
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   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

REPAIR/INSTALLATION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

DECORATING

CONTRACTING/RENOBLINDS & SHUTTERS

MOVING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

KARATE

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

HANDYMAN

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   Pruning • Removals 

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Basements
Interlocking
Stone Work

Flooring
Painting

Kwik Kurb

Zonta

zlr.ca
T (647) 668-4949
E peter_zonta@yahoo.ca

PETER ZONTA

TREES & TRASH LYNN’S DECORATING

Email: skillzplus@hotmail.com  •  Senior Discount 10%

• Paint and Wallpaper
• Minor Repairs

Call 519-942-0201

• Climbers & Cabling
• Chipper & Stump
   Grinder
• Garbage &
   Metal

Call 519-217-1281

BLINDS AND SHADES
info@cwcoverings.com  905-853-8843

Complete Window Coverings Inc.
• High-Lites
• Vienna / Silhouette
• Faux Wood Blinds
• Rollers / Mesh
• Pleated & Cellular
  Shades
• Venetian
• Romans

FREE SHOP AT HOME

FREE INSTALLATION

50% OFF Selected 
Products

$250 OFFLimited 
Time 
Offer Minimum purchase required.

Cannot be combined with another offer. 

AUTHORIZED DEALER

ROMAN HIGH-LITES

ROLLERSVIENNA/SILHOUETTE

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPING

IN-HOUSE/OFFICE COMPUTER DOCTOR
• Trouble shooting/ Virus Repair
• Software/ Hardware Upgrades
• Network Implementing
• Computer Training

DAY OR EVENING 905-252-1300
www.computerdr.ca

Interior & Exterior Painting   
Home Staging 

Blinds & Shutters 
Free Estimates 

& Colour Consultations 

Proudly servicing  
Aurora residents for 23 years

TERRY ECKERT

905.727.7048  |  decoratingworks@gmail.com  |  decoratingworks.ca

DECORATING WORKS!

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

RENO

YORK HANDYMAN
• Lawn Care • Weed Removal and Spray
• Yard Cleaning • Fence & Deck Repairs

Call 416 877 4738

One Version
LG-P(sp)

ROCK
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

Landscape Design & Construction • Pool Installation & Remodeling

1-844-200-ROCK
info@rocklandscape.ca

1-844-200-7625
www.rocklandscape.ca

Let Us Turn Your Home Into Your Getaway! Contact Us For A Free Personal Consultation

• Interlocking, Driveways & Walkways
• Patio & Decks
• Custom Inground Pool Installation
• Flagstone & Natural Stone
• Waterfalls & Water Features
• Grading, Sodding & Planting
• Fences, Gazebos & Pergolas
• Outdoor Kitchens & Fireplaces
• Stone Masonry

• Free Personal Consultation
• Certified Landscape Architect/Designer
• Engineer, Technician & Project Manager
• Certified Pool Builder
• 3D Computerized Drawings
• 2 Year Warranty

Rock Landscape-ONJun15.indd   1 2015-05-29   12:26 PM

Advertise in The Auroran 
At Your Service Directory 

Call 905-727-3300 x 102

• Fall Fertilizing 
• Fall Aeration 
• Fall Clean ups and leaf removal 

Call for a Free Quote 416.877.2859
www.silvertonlandscape.ca

NOW BOOKING 
2015-2016 

Snow Removal
   Commercial & Residential

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 
 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

$1995

Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!
or

               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for
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RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

ROOFING/REPAIRS

SKYLIGHTS

UPHOLSTERY

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

REAL ESTATE

  Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage Vadim Pen

 LIMITED TIME OFFER

Offi ce: 905-695-7888 
Cell Number: 416-721-0836  Email address: vadimpen@gmail.com

Broker

FREE Seminars for Buyers & Sellers

SELLING 2 years FREE Phone 
& Internet Service* 1% 
BUYERS: SELLERS: 

*Service provider will be chosen by the 
advertiser. Cannot be combined with other offers

COMMISSION
*sellers will determine commission to buyers agent

*

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS PLUS 
Residential ~ Commercial 

Bathrooms 
Stucco Ceilings & Repairs

Crown Moulding • Paint/Wallpaper 
Electrical • Plumbing • Ceramics • Flooring 

25 years experience   Jim Shewell | 905-898-2249

Quality Design Upholstering

647-389-0304     647-729-1553
email: qualitydesignuph@gmail.com

Call Today! Free Pick-up & Delivery

Specializing in Re-upholstering,
Custom Furniture, Refi nishing & Restoration

Re-upholster your sofa &
chairs like new!

Commercial & Residential
Antique Restoration

Save
50%

ON QUALITY
FABRICS

WHILE
QUANTITIES

LAST

SENIORSDISCOUNT

POOLS

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPES CONSTRUCTION

One Version | ED(1)

DM-P(sp)

Roofing & House 
Repairs

We’re Not Just Roofers…
We’re General Contractors!
• Roof Replacement and Repairs
• Chimney Rebuilding and Repairs
• Eavestrough & Siding Installation
• Masonry Work
• Skylights
• Painting & Restoration
• Gas Fireplaces Installed

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

larry.candopro@yahoo.ca
www.candoproroofing.com

• Licensed & Insured • Senior’s Discount •

416-629-2446
CANDO PROCANDO PRO

Now
Available
INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING

FREE
Roof Inspection

with this ad
Expires Sept. 30, 2015

Call for details

Expiry
Code
Version
Other

x

(specify)

Certified

Installers

Cando Pro-SSAug15.indd   1 15-07-17   11:42 AM

One Version | ED(1)

DM-P(sp)
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Roofing & House 
Repairs

We’re Not Just Roofers…
We’re General Contractors!
• Roof Replacement and Repairs
• Chimney Rebuilding and Repairs
• Eavestrough & Siding Installation
• Masonry Work
• Skylights
• Painting & Restoration
• Gas Fireplaces Installed

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

larry.candopro@yahoo.ca
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• Licensed & Insured • Senior’s Discount •

416-629-2446
CANDO PROCANDO PRO

Now
Available
INTEREST-FREE
FINANCING

FREE
Roof Inspection

with this ad
Expires Sept. 30, 2015

Call for details

Expiry
Code
Version
Other

x

(specify)

Certified

Installers
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We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…We’re Not Just Roofers…

ROOFING & HOUSE REPAIRS

• Roof Replacement and Repairs
• Chimney Rebuilding and Repairs
• Eavestrough & Siding Installation
• Masonry Work 
• SkyLights 
• Painting & Restoration 

larry.candopro@yahoo.ca
www.candoproroofi ng.com

Licensed & Insured • Senior’s Discount

PAVING/INTERLOCK
CELEBRATING

YEARS
30

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL • 1 YEAR WARRANTY
www.kingswaypaving.com

KINGSWAY
PAVING
& INTERLOCKING

CALL TODAY
Ask for Angelo or Charlie
416.419.2910 647.989.1862

SAVE $250 when you book 
our paving and interlocking 
services this summer!*
*When you spend over $2000

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

Advertise in 
The Auroran 

At Your Service 
Directory 

Call 
905-727-3300 x 102

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTINg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

This could be 
your spot!

Call us: 905-727-3300 x 102

CLASSIFIEDS
150

C
A

N
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS NEEDED

Competitive wages  •  Vehicle an asset with km paid
Able to work fl exible hours 5-7per day  •  Training provided

Day time hours no evenings or weekends
Take pride in work as well as have good work ethics

Visit our web site at www.spar-clean.ca

CALL SPAR-CLEAN INC. 
905-967-0445 (8am–5pm) for further details.

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Welders (6 Positions) - 
 MIG - $18-20/hr
• Factory Machine Operators:
 - $14-16 / hr.
 - skilled labour
 - days, afternoons, nights
• Also - CNC, Water Jet, Wet Saws 
  Op’s
• DZ Driver - local deliveries - $16/ 
hr
• Shuttle Drivers (G Lic.) — 20 
positions  Alliston, Automatic and 
Standard transmissions

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

HElp WAntEd

To advertise in The 
Auroran Classifieds 

Call  905
727-3300

ext. 102To advertise in The Auroran Classifieds 
Call  905-727-3300

ext. 102

***BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY*** 

Requires Part Time & Full Time 
Residential Cleaners.

Learn With Us
Work With Us
Earn With Us
Grow With Us

Call 905-713 3651
www.brightenyourday.ca

Requires Part Time & Full Time 

HOME CLEANING 
SERVICES
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ALL LEASE PAYMENTS ARE 20,000KM/YEAR SPECIAL LEASE RATES OFFERED THROUGH TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES OAC

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

AURORA

+HST+HST

S MODEL SHOWN

ONLY

8
REMAINING

2015 RAV4

$132SEMI-
MONTHLY

FINANCE 
APR IS 1.49% 60 MONTHS

+HST

2015 CAMRY

$139 SEMI-
MONTHLY

FINANCE 
APR IS 0.49% 48 MONTHS

+HST

ONLY

9
REMAINING

2015 TUNDRA SR5 4x4 Plus Pkg 5.7L

$243 SEMI-
MONTHLY

FINANCE 
APR IS 0.99% 48 MONTHS

+HST

ONLY

1
REMAINING

On now. Don’t miss out!

2015 COROLLA LE
LEASE

FOR $119 SEMI-MONTHLY

FOR 48 
MONTHS AT  0%  

WITH
$0DOWN
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newroads.ca

NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC • NewRoads Mazda • NewRoads Kia • Richmond Hill Subaru
NewRoads Financial • NewRoads National Leasing

SEASON FINALE
CLASSIC & CUSTOM
CAR, TRUCK & BIKE

SHOW
SUN, SEP 20

12PM - 5PM
EAST GWILLIMBURY 

GO STATION
845 GREEN LANE EAST

IN
SUPPORT

OF

Join us on Saturday, September 19
as NewRoads family members participate 

in the Friends for Life Walk in support of 
the Ontario SPCA and Humane Society.

ontariospca.ca

NewRoads_Gate_September_Layout 1  15-09-08  4:33 PM  Page 1
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newroads.ca

NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC • NewRoads Mazda • NewRoads Kia • Richmond Hill Subaru
NewRoads Financial • NewRoads National Leasing

NEWROADS
PROUDLY
SPONSORS...

NewRoads Kia
Soccer Equipment Drive

Aug 21 to Sep 30
So that more kids who want to play
are able to, please drop off new and
lightly used soccer equipment at
NewRoads Kia located at 
17415 Yonge St, Newmarket.

Balls, cleats, shin guards, socks,
shorts, and jerseys are all needed.

WIN 2015
MAZDA3GX

For tickets visit any NewRoads
location or call 905.967.0259 
1 TICKET FOR $20 OR 6 FOR $100
PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT DOANE HOUSE HOSPICE NEWMARKET 
LOTTERY LICENCE #M718870

NewRoads_Gate_September_Layout 1  15-09-08  4:30 PM  Page 2


