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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road
www.lexusrh.com

TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

BARRONS 

14-40 Engelhard Drive 
@ N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. 

905-751-0533 | barronshome.net

All Your 
Entertaining 
and Decor Needs.

        For Christmas 

GREAT PRICES 
AND SELECTION!

905-895-1700 ext. 277
www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

 
(Grades 6-8)

Wednesday, November 18
6:30 p.m.

16945 Bayview Ave., Newmarket

Introduction 
to Middle School 

http://i1290.photobucket.com/al-
bums/b533/blurdesignstudios/Gour-
metGringos/2_zps11697305.jpg

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

*

FREE 
  REGULAR BURRITO

with this coupon
*ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER 

Monday November 9th Only from 3–7pm.

REGULAR BURRITO
 

*
*

No Strings 
Attached!

Customer 

Appreciation 
Day

Come see Mario and the
 rest of the gang at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 

 

75 Mary St.,Unit 12 Aurora    905-713-2317

Don’t Wait ‘til Spring!
Hot Tubs • Swim Spas
BBQ’s • Accessories 

EVERYTHING 
MUST GO!

AurorA’s 2014 
ToP sALes ProDuCer*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge street, suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on iMs statistics, Aurora offi ces **some conditions may apply

Service with Professionalismontario’s onLY... iso 9001: 2008 reGisTereD
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

Wow – value!  Over 2000 SF + fi nished 1 bedroom inlaw with separate 
entrance! Spacious great room! Huge modern   eat-in kit! Main 
fl oor bedroom or den! Main fl oor laundry  & 4pc bath! Upper level 3 spa-
cious bedrooms! Oversized deck! Big side lot! Oversized TPL garage & lots 
of parking! 

$599,900

 AURORA!  MEDICAL/DENTAL/PROFESSIONAL OFFICE!

Curb appeal & more! 10 parking!  Zoned for 2 doctors or 2 dentists or offi ce 
use! ¼ acre, 50’ x 216’  lot!  2800 SF w/3 large offi ces, reception/waiting 
area & 2pc on ground fl oor – 2 entrances!  2nd fl oor eat in kit w/granite 
cntrs & 4 large rooms, currently used as 3 bdrm residence, easy to convert!  
Steps to GO train & public parking! 

$1,175,000

HOLLAND LANDING-BRING YOUR INLAWS!

FRIGHTENING FINALE: The final outdoor installment of the Aurora Farmers’ Market season this year just happened to be on Hallowe’en and 
regular vendors, customers and the public at large went all out to make the grand finale spectacularly spooky – including the Kollo Family (Heather, Andrew, 
Makenna and Laurie), who brought out the very best in zombie chic. For more on the fall fun, see Page 21.                                                      Auroran photos by Brock Weir   

People should come first: Highland neighbours
By Brock Weir

Oscar Jia wouldn’t have been able to 
approach the podium just a few short 
years ago.

Having come to Canada from China 
before settling in Aurora with his 
family in 2011, he came from a country 
where people “did not have the chance 
to say no to a lot of  things”, particularly 
when standing in front of  a panel of  
lawmakers. In Canada, however, it is 
a very different story, and when the 
opportunity to say “no” to Mayor and 
Council came up last Wednesday, he 
jumped at the opportunity.

His voice was just one of  over 20 
members of  the public who came out 
to last week’s public planning meeting 
to reiterate their opposition to plans to 
convert the former Highland Gate Golf  
Course into a housing development, but 
his story captured what was for many 
people in the crowd, the essence of  what 
they were fighting for.

“The world is amazed by the rapid 
change and huge amount of  construction 
in China [like in] Beijing and Shanghai,” 
said Mr. Jia, an aerospace engineer. “If  
you are a resident in one of  those cities 
and you have to move away from where 
you have lived for years, where you have 

to wear masks when you go out because 
of  the pollution from developments, you 
will not enjoy those constructions.”

Mr. Jia said he has attended all public 
meetings on the proposed Highland 
Gate redevelopment so far and this time 
was joined by his wife, parents, and 
children. He recently bought a house 
in the Golf  Links Drive neighbourhood 
with the seller being less than 
forthright about the future of  the golf  
course lands, he contended. By the time 
redevelopment plans were revealed, 
however, he said he and his family had 
already “fallen in love with this nice, 

By Brock Weir

A lot of  good comes out of  
people’s ability to access quality 
food, whether it is health or building 
a richer community, according to 
Aurora entrepreneur Chris Neal.

“When people get together around 
food, whether it is around the 
dining room table, at a community 
food centre, or around a garden, 
good things happen,” says Mr. Neal. 
“There is great conversation, you 
can talk about family matters, legal 

Average municipal tax bills  
to rise $31.02

By Brock Weir

The average Aurora homeowner 
can expect to pay an additional 
$31.02 on their property tax bill for 
2016 as Council begins talks over the 
Operating Budget.

This “average” is an area home 
assessed at $500,000. If  your property 
falls on either side of  this average, 
however, you can expect a hike of  $6.20 
for every $100,000 of  assessment value 
on the municipal portion of  your tax 
bill. 

With an anticipated tax increase 
coming from the Region of  York, and 
no increase on the education portion of  
your tax bill on the horizon, property 
owners can expect a combined tax 

increase of  1.88 per cent.
At least, for now.
Councillors began deliberations on 

the Operating Budget, the portion of  
the annual budget that has the most 
direct impact on your tax bill, on 
Monday night.

This year, however, Council is 
tackling the budget in what is hoped to 
be a more direct and efficient manner, 
having set a tax increase target of  1.8 
per cent and tasking Town Hall staff  
with making it happen. The result, 
according to staff, is Aurora’s lowest 
proposed tax increase since 2003.

“The proposed budget contains 
the resources necessary to deliver on 
Council’s plans and priorities for 2016, 

LiveWorkSellAurora.com

Living and Working in Your Community

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative BROKERAGE, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

905.717.6027  |  ajones@trebnet.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS BY-LAW NUMBER 
5780-15 TO DECLARE AS SURPLUS AND SELL 
MUNICIPAL LANDS

40 Eric T. Smith Way/180 Goulding Avenue, Aurora

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of the Town 
of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of its intention to 
pass By-law Number 5780-15 on Tuesday, November 24, 2015, 
pursuant to Report No. PL15-079, for the purpose of declaring 
as surplus and selling land municipally known as 40 Eric T. 
Smith Way/180 Goulding Avenue, Town of Aurora, Regional 
Municipality of York and legally described as Lot 1, Plan 65M-
4324, save & except Part 1 on 65R-35666, designated as Part 
17 on Plan 65R-35964, Town of Aurora, Regional Municipality 
of York, being all of PIN 03642-4026 (LT), having a total area 
of approximately 2 acres, more or less, as illustrated for location 
purposes only on Figure 1 (below).

Figure 1

The final version of By-law Number 5780-15 will be available on 
the Town’s website, located at www.aurora.ca/agendasminutes, 
on Friday, November 20, 2015 ahead of the Council meeting 
to be held on Tuesday, November 24, 2015 at 7 p.m. at Aurora 
Town Hall in Council Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.

For further information, please contact Anthony Ierullo, Manager, 
Long Range & Strategic Planning, at 905-727-3123, ext. 4742 or 
by email at aierullo@aurora.ca.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Town seeks community feedback on 
Youth play-based activities

The Town of Aurora is committed to engaging and empowering 
the youth in our community. The Town provides positive 
opportunities for growth and development through its various 
youth programs and planned activities. Recently, the Parks & 
Recreation department applied for the Youth Friendly Community 
Recognition Program presented by Play Works – Partnership for 
Active and Engaged Youth.  

The Town has issued an online survey to youth between the ages 
of 13 to 19. The goal of this survey is to assess the social and 
recreational needs of Aurora’s youth and gain feedback on the 
current services being offered. The survey closes on Monday, 
November 16. 

To access the online youth survey, please visit
www.surveymonkey.com/r/AuroraYouth

If you would like to provide feedback on this initiative, please call 
Daniel Ridsdale, Youth Programmer at 905-727-3123 ext. 3128 
or email dridsdale@aurora.ca

Are you interested in collectible sports cards?  
Missing a few cards from the Tim Horton’s Hockey 
set? Come join the A3C!

The Aurora Card Collectors Club (A3C) is holding its inaugural 
meeting in November. Jointly hosted by the Aurora Museum 
& Archives and David Heard, the evening is intended to bring 
together card trading enthusiasts who want to share their 
collections and knowledge with others. 

The club is open to seasoned veterans and rookies alike. Learn 
about the care and building of your collection and how to 
determine value and fair trades.

For more information, please contact Shawna White at 
905- 505-1190 or via email swhite@aurora.ca 

Date:  Wednesday, November 18
Location: Old Library – Meeting Room 
 56 Victoria Street
Time:  7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Get ready to get out and play Aurora!
RBC Sports Day in Canada is a national celebration of the 
power of sport to build community and get Canadians 
moving. It takes place on Saturday, November 21 in 
communities across Canada. 

The Town of Aurora will offer various FREE events for Aurora 
youth and residents. Events will take place at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC), 1400 Wellington Street 
East, and the Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC), 135 
Industrial Parkway North.

Pull up your socks, tie up those running shoes and join more 
than a million Canadians who are celebrating sport across 
Canada during the Year of Sport!

Activity Time Location

FREE Public Skate 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. SARC

FREE Public Leisure Swim 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. SARC

FREE Indoor Walking Track 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. AFLC

FREE Outdoor Skate Park 
(weather permitting)

8 a.m. to 4 p.m. AFLC

FREE Indoor Rock 
Climbing  Wall (waiver 
required)

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. AFLC

FREE RBC Learn to Play 
Zone  & Open Gym – ages 
9 to 17

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. AFLC

FREE Drop-in at The Loft 
Double Shot Basketball 
Challenge – ages 12 to 17

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. AFLC

FREE Day at Club Aurora 
Fitness Centre – ages 12 
to17 (waiver required)y

1 p.m. to 5 p.m. AFLC

For more information contact Loriann Ierullo, Recreation 
Supervisor, Special Projects at lierullo@aurora.ca or 
905-726-4763

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Monday, November 9 7 p.m. Holland Room Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, November 10 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Thursday, November 12 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, November 12 7 p.m. Leksand Room Economic Development Advisory Committee

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca
 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Rolling Road Closure and Temporary Road Closure 
for Remembrance Day Parade and Remembrance 
Day Service

There will be a rolling closure and temporary road closure with 
police escort for the Remembrance Day parade by The Royal 
Canadian Legion, Branch #385, on Sunday, November 8 from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ROLLING CLOSURE WITH POLICE ESCORT:
10:20 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. from Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School 
on Dunning Avenue to Yonge Street south (southbound curb lane) 
to the Cenotaph on Yonge Street south of Murray Drive. 

11:50 a.m. from the Cenotaph to Yonge Street (northbound curb 
lane) to Dunning Avenue east to Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School.

ROAD(S) TO BE TEMPORARILY CLOSED:
10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. YONGE STREET WILL BE CLOSED from 
Murray Drive/Edward Street to Allaura Boulevard/Henderson Drive.

Detour route will be Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard.

There will be a temporary road closure for the Remembrance Day 
service by The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #385, on Tuesday, 
November 11 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ROAD(S) TO BE TEMPORARILY CLOSED:
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. - YONGE STREET WILL BE CLOSED between 
Murray Drive/Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard/Henderson 
Drive.

Detour Route will be Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard.

The Aurora Museum & Archives wants to hear 
from you!

Do you have a special story, memory or object related to a site 
within Library Square and the surrounding area known as the 
Aurora Cultural Precinct? If so, the Aurora Museum & Archives 
wants to hear from you! Your submissions will be used to develop 
a future exhibition featuring the Aurora Cultural Precinct, the area 
bound by Mosley Street, Larmont Street, Metcalfe/Church Street 
and Yonge Street. To submit your story, memory or object to the 
Aurora Museum & Archives, please contact Michelle Johnson at 
mjohnson@aurora.ca

For a complete list of historic sites and to learn more about the 
Aurora Museum & Archives, please visit www.aurora.ca/museum

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect from 
November 15 to April 15, 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.

It’s that time of year again! Snow and ice are due to arrive soon. 
Please ensure that your vehicles are not parked on the street, over 
sidewalks or onto the roadway. This is hazardous for residents and 
severely hinders the ability of our Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services staff to plow our roads and sidewalks. For more informa-
tion, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

$ $

$
$

2016 BUDGET

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

Public input is welcome
To speak prior to a budget meeting, we encourage you to register by 
email to csecretariat@aurora.ca or call 905-727-3123 ext. 4227. 
Residents can also sign up in-person prior to each meeting.

All meetings are held at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way.  
Please note, the meeting schedule is subject to change.  
For up-to-date budget information and meeting schedule,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/budget

STATUS TOPIC

Complete
Capital Budget Review 
Monday, September 28 • 7 p.m.

Complete
Capital Budget Review  
Monday, October 5 • 9 a.m.

Complete
Operating Budget 
Monday, November 2 • 5:30 p.m.

Next meeting
Operating Budget 
Monday, November 16 • 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Upcoming

Aurora Public Library Board,  
Aurora Cultural Centre Board and  
Aurora Historical Society Board 
Monday, November 16 • 7 p.m.

Upcoming
Budget Review 
Monday, November 23 • 7 p.m.

Upcoming
Council – Budget Approval 
Tuesday, December 8 • 7 p.m.

Get involved!
Send your comments or questions to The Town of Aurora:

  ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

  @Town_of_Aurora or #aurorabudget2016

  facebook.com/TownofAurora

  905-727-1375

This meeting is a continuation of the  
Operating Budget presentations from  
November 2. Did you miss the November 2 meeting? 
Catch up by downloading the most up-to-date 
budget information from www.aurora.ca/budget

PARADE ROUTE

Parade travels south on Yonge Street from  
Orchard Heights Boulevard to Murray Drive.

Proudly sponsored by

Food donations and letters to Santa  
will be collected by the Salvation Army  

along the route prior to  
the start of the parade!

Saturday, November 28, 2015 • 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by State Farm Mutual  
Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/santaparade 
for more information

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities. #AuroraSantaParade

Another exciting event  
brought to you by

You are invited to attend a Public Open House to review the draft plans and to provide 
your input prior to finalizing the plans. Join us Thursday, November 26, from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers 100 John West Way 
www.aurora.ca/masterplan or www.aurora.ca/sportplan

On Remembrance Day,  
we honour the sacrifices of our  

veterans and those who continue 
to make our freedom possible.

Lest we forget
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4350

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Monday, November 30 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted Draft Plan of Subdivision, Official Plan Amendment and  
   Zoning By-law Amendment Applications to allow a proposed Plan of Subdivision on  
   a 4.3 hectare parcel of land. The proposed Draft Plan of Subdivision proposes  
   42 single detached dwelling lots, three open space blocks for stormwater  
   management and a trail.

PROPERTY:  13859, 13875, 13887 Yonge Street

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lots 15 & 16, Registered Plan 166

APPLICANT:  Ashlen Investments Inc.

FILE NUMBER:  SUB-2015-04, OPA-2015-03 and ZBA-2015-08

 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Additional information may be obtained from Marty Rokos of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4350, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed 
to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you make 
a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and 
may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town Clerk at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

OFFICIAL PLAN (O. REG. 543/06), ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06), PLAN OF SUBDIVISION (O. REG. 544/06):

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the bylaw is passed or before 
the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body is 
not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora or The Regional Municipality of York, as the 
case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submission to  
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, before the bylaw is passed or before 
the approval authority gives or refuses to give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion 
of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Official Plan Amendment or the decision of the Town of 
Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment or the proposed Plan of Subdivision, you must make a written 
request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services. 

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4347

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Monday, November 30 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment Application to allow a  
   four-storey maximum 250-suite senior citizen retirement home on the 1.9 hectare  
   site. There is a Draft Plan of Subdivision Application currently filed with the  
   Town of Aurora on the subject lands (File: SUB-2012-03).

PROPERTY:  14314 and 14338 Yonge Street 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 75, Concession 1 & Parts 14, 15, 18, 21 & 31, Plan 65R-35315

APPLICANT:  Rod Coutts and Brian Coutts

FILE NUMBER:  ZBA-2015-07

 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Additional information may be obtained from Drew MacMartin of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed 
to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you make 
a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and 
may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town Clerk at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

issues, immigration issues, or family 
matters, and food brings people 
together.”

Mr. Neal knows firsthand the 
“goodness” that comes from food. 
After all, he and his brother Peter 
have made names for themselves as 
the founders of  Neil Brothers foods, a 
growing line of  food items that can be 
found on shelves across the country. 
For the brothers, Aurora-born-and-
bred, their burgeoning food empire 
started with a simple crouton, but has 
expanded into much more than that.

Recently, the Neal Brothers 
celebrated the publication of  their 
first book, simply titled “Goodness: 
Recipes and Stories,” bringing 
together – as the name suggests – 
recipes and stories from 37 “good 
food fighters from across Canada” 
ranging from celebrity chefs like 
Jamie Kennedy, to prominent food 
activists, to frontline workers in food 
banks ensuring people, regardless 
of  circumstances, simply have 
something to warm their tummies. 

From the start, the Neal Brothers 
have been very community-minded, 
contributing to numerous charities 
and community initiatives in Aurora, 
the Greater Toronto Area and beyond. 
From providing product to golf  
tournaments in the early days of  the 
company, they subsequently became 
heavily involved in Toronto’s The 
Stop Community Food Pantry – and 
it was here the idea for the book was 
born.

“Here was a charity that kind of  
works in our wheelhouse, we are all 
about providing healthy alternatives 
in the different segments we compete 
in and here is an organization that is 
all about providing good food to lower-
income neighbourhoods,” explains 
Chris, still an Aurora resident. “It 
really resonated with us.”

Those at The Stop later branched 
out, turning it into the flagship 
location for Community Food Centres 
Canada, which has grown to work 
with over 80 other similarly-focused 
community organizations across 
the country. Peter has since joined 
their National Advisory Board and it 

was during a brainstorming session 
around the boardroom table that he 
threw out the idea of  a cookbook. 

“He thought, ‘maybe we could 
do a cookbook but have the people 
involved in the cookbook be those 
food activists across the country 
trying to bring goodness to food, 
whether they are farmers, activists, 
chefs or entrepreneurs,’” says Chris. 
“There are 37 activists from St. 
John’s to Vancouver Island, across 
all ethnicities, both genders, and the 
book has a story about each of  these 
people and what their contribution is 
to the cause.”

Over the process of  drafting the 
book, Chris says he was excited to 
learn more in-depth about what 
each participant contributed to their 
own communities. After their book 
launch last month, he says he was 
particularly struck by the work of  
Ashrafi Ahmed, who is the garden 
coordinator at the Community Food 
Centre in Toronto’s Regent Park 
neighbourhood.

“When the book came out she 
was so thrilled and said, ‘I don’t 
think a whole lot of  my job and I 
never thought I would end up in 
a cookbook,’” Chris recalls. “She 
was so thrilled to be included, yet 
it is her work that resonates with 
everybody. It is because of  what she 
does that people are able to learn 
about composting and growing. In 
some of  these centres, the growing 
part of  it is what really helps people 
rally around a conversation, learning 
about where food should come from, 
and breaking down the barriers to 
realising it is not a difficult thing to 
grow your own food.”

Chris and Peter began to grow 
their own business in the late 1980s. 
According to Chris, it was the height 
of  the gourmet food craze with 
mustards, chutneys and red pepper 
jellies becoming firm fixtures in 
kitchens across Canada. Looking 
for a business to start together, they 
decided to get their hands dirty – 
metaphorically speaking, of  course 
– in the food industry because there 
were relatively limited barriers. 

From their first croutons, they 

Chris (L) and Peter (R) Neal were joined at last month’s Toronto book launch by Nick Saul, head of  
Community Food Centres of Canada. Supplied photo

Food advocates share stories and recipes in new book  
by local entrepreneurs

expanded into tortilla chips with the 
concept of  keeping things focused on 
organic and natural ingredients and 
there was no turning back. In addition 
to their own product lines, they 
distribute food for other companies 
with similar philosophies, becoming 
keepers of  “some great Canadian 
success stories.”

“I think anyone in business would 
tell you that no matter what you’re 
doing you start to feel a sense of  
responsibility,” says Chris. “We 
are custodians for the products we 
represent in this market. People are 
relying on you to help fulfil their 
dreams and help build their business 
and it is a pretty big responsibility. It 
is certainly not one we take lightly.”

Nor do they take their responsibility 
to the concept of  “goodness” and the 
people that make it happen lightly. 
Goodness: Recipes and Stories retails 
for $29.95 and 50% of  profits from the 
book go back towards Community 
Food Centres Canada. Local 
customers can find copies at Longo’s, 
Aurora’s Maunder’s Fine Foods and 
Newmarket’s Nature’s Emporium in 
addition to amazon.ca. 
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We shouldn’t “glorify”  
war with Cenotaph tank 

Resident opposes sale of 
Hydro One

Machell’s Corners

Buyers’ Remorse

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

(An open letter to Mpp Chris Ballard)

I am greatly disturbed that our 
Premier is taking steps to sell a stake in 
our Hydro One electric utility despite 
the government’s own financial auditor 
stating that it will create a greater debt 
for Ontario.

This opinion has been stated by 
every financial expert that I have read 
on the long term consequences. 

I hope you will not blindly follow such 
“folly”. You need to convince others in 
the Liberal party not to support this.

This is a boondoggle which eclipses 
the selling of  the 407 which the Liberal 
party was vehemently opposed to at the 
time. 

Our provincial debt has doubled over 
the last 10 years under your party with 
two credit downgrades and this sale 
will continue our downward economic 
spiral.

Short term gain will mean long term 
pain for the people of  Ontario and their 
children.

shelley Wister
Aurora

Last night I woke up with the dread 
of  an armoured vehicle in Aurora’s 
Peace Park.

I have not had nightmares since 
the mid-seventies, when my regular 
nightmares about war stopped.

While I grew up in a village, towards 
the end of  the Second World War, 
as a four year old, I lived with my 
grandmother, my Oma, in my birth city 
in Germany, in Bremen, because of  a 
middle ear operation that could only be 
performed there.

I was in Bremen for four months 
while bombing was a regular 
occurrence. We were in and out of  the 
apartment building’s basement and 
the neighbourhood bunker, depending 
on the severity of  the bombing and the 
frequency of  the siren.

The windows were always darkened 
at night.

There was a constant threat that my 
Oma’s building would be next.

My nightmares were related to the 
war experiences in that big city.

When Germany was re-militarized, 
I left Germany, to Canada – where 
military service was not mandatory.

Now our Council has decided to 
place the ultimate glorification of  war 
into our Peace Park – an armoured war 
vehicle.

During the last year I walked by that 
park a few times, feeling good about 
that oasis of  nature, right along Yonge 
Street. But now, if  that war vehicle is 
installed I shall be avoiding such walks 
and shall use Allaura Blvd to get to 
meetings at McDonalds.

I don’t think I am the only citizen of  
Aurora who has come from a war torn 
country.

What our Mayor and Councillors 
don’t appear to realize is the extent to 
which a person’s mind is affected by 
the war’s violence. I don’t think any 
Council Member is old enough to have 
had such experience.

I certainly am not looking forward 
to being reminded of  war by seeing 
an armoured war vehicle right here in 
Aurora.

Is it meant to glorify the successes of  
egomaniacs?

While I am hopeful that nightmares 
will not restart, I did not like waking 
up to thoughts that involve the military 
and wars.

There must be a way to reverse that 
decision.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

The time has come to put away the 
smart phone, or, at the very least keep 
it out of  the bedroom.

Over the last little while, I have 
developed a habit of  keeping it on my 
bedside table just in case anything 
urgent needs to be addressed. You 
might snicker at that, but there was a 
practical reason for doing so.

The habit became truly full-blown 
during the course of  the Federal 
Election when flying visits to Aurora’s 
ridings by any one of  the Federal 
leaders looking to become the next 
Prime Minister could turn on a dime.

These notices would often come after 
midnight and could be tweaked well 
after any reasonable person’s bedtime. 
So, whenever I happened to roll over, I 
naturally grabbed for my iPhone before 
dozing off  again to see if  there would 
be any disruptions to my morning 
routine. It was a bit of  an inconvenience 
to check at intervals between 1 a.m. 
and 5 a.m., but it ensured the winks I 
was able to get were sounder and kept 
nightmares of  missing an important 
event at bay. 

But there was one unfortunate side 
effect.

Once you get into the world of  online 
shopping with any variety of  online 
retailers, whether Amazon, eBay, or 
Indigo to pick just three, your email 
address is theirs and they show no 
qualms in luring you back into their 
cabinet of  curiosities with once-in-a-
lifetime offers and too-good-to-be-true 
deals.

So, when a 4 a.m. email check came 
around, there were all sorts of  goodies 
to choose from in my inbox, including 
80% off  TV box sets, one-of-a-kind 
items up for grabs on eBay with only a 
few hours left to bid, trade paperbacks 
(a particular weakness) knocked back 
to bargain basement prices…

In my haze, I eagerly perused these 
deals and, once the sun came up, 
occasionally found I had placed orders 
– and a bid or two – on items I probably 
wouldn’t have given a passing glance in 
the hard light of  day.

Thankfully, most retailers allow you 
to cancel orders before they ship. Ebay, 
on the other hand, is a different story. In 
those cases, I just sent up a few prayers 
– a practice I am not particularly 
versed in, truth be told – that some 
other sucker would outbid me.

Thankfully, it usually worked.
It has been my real introduction to 

buyer’s remorse.
Increasingly these days I am seeing 

more people becoming particularly 
vocal about this phenomenon, whether 
it is an ill-advised online purchase of  

spray-on hair to give a helping hand to 
your scalp, an impulse buy of  a tabloid 
magazine at the supermarket checkout 
to read about the impending birth 
of  Jennifer Aniston’s 79th child, or a 
chicken wing once touched by Elvis 
Presley that has allegedly been vacuum 
sealed since 1974.

The morning of  this writing, in fact, 
the CBC ran an online story about one 
particular sports fan in Oshawa who 
had Jose Bautista and his now-iconic 
bat flip tattooed onto his thigh. 50 
years from now, it will be interesting to 
learn how this dude will explain to his 
grandchildren our temporary euphoric 
blue wave and what possessed him to 
immortalize it on his person. Not to 
mention the other fellow featured who 
had an image of  Rob Ford wielding 
drug paraphernalia etched onto 
himself. Justifying that one might be a 
tougher row to hoe. 

Nearby, Aurora seems to be 
experiencing its own unusual case of  
buyer’s remorse.

As you can see in a letter this week, 
and indeed letters that have populated 
the last three editions of  The Auroran, 
there are no shortage of  opinions 
regarding Aurora Council’s recent 
agreement to a pitch made to them by 
the Queen’s York Rangers’ Regimental 
Council to help finance the placement of  
a retrofitted, disabled, decommissioned 
light armoured vehicle (LAV) at the 
Aurora Cenotaph.

The Department of  National Defence 
announced up to 250 decommissioned 
LAVs would be available to communities 
across Canada with the intent they 
be placed in prominent locations to 
recognize the service and sacrifices of  
those who serve in Afghanistan over 
the 13 years of  conflict, many of  whom 
had connections to York Region.

Council enthusiastically supported 
the idea, voting in favour of  spending 
$15,000 for a concrete pedestal on which 
to place the disabled vehicle and a brass 
plaque to explain its significance, with 
very little debate. In fact, most members 
of  Council were bubbling over with 
their enthusiasm for the plan.

Since the first half  of  October, 
however, these bubbles have been 

steadily pricked. 
Personally, I thought it was a nice 

idea, and one which would not only serve 
as a visible way to commemorate those 
who served at a monument that serves 
as a memorial for the war dead from 
Aurora, King Township and what is now 
Whitchurch-Stouffville, but also a way 
to drive home to younger people that 
veterans are not just our grandparents 
and great-grandparents, but can also be 
our parents, aunts and uncles, cousins, 
neighbours and teachers we might see 
in the community every day.

The concept of  a veteran is not as 
remote as it now seems with all of  our 
First World War veterans now gone 
and our Second World War vets in 
increasingly short supply. 

I would be lying though if  I said the 
thought, “It’s an interesting choice to 
put a tank at what is supposed to be a 
‘Peace Park,’” didn’t cross my mind at 
least once, but over the years the latter-
day repurposing of  this greenspace 
seemed largely forgotten.

Not so, apparently. That was a 
pleasant surprise, but it puts Council in 
an unusual position. 

Following the (continuing) mild 
backlash against this plan, Councillor 
John Abel last week questioned when 
might be an opportune time to bring 
this back to Council for reconsideration 
to find a more suitable location within 
Aurora. 

This month, with Remembrance 
Week observances and activities in the 
forefront of  people’s minds, it will be an 
interesting discussion to have, and one 
which should not be taken lightly. For 
all those individuals passionate about 
finding a more suitable location for the 
LAV – such as the Aurora Armoury 
or outside the Royal Canadian Legion 
– there will be an equally passionate 
contingent for whom the Aurora 
Cenotaph is the most logical place for it.

There is no option that will please 
everybody and in this particularly 
sensitive month, Councillors are not in 
an enviable position.

For the thousands and thousands of  
dollars that are spent at Town Hall each 
year for consultants and consultants 
studies on issues that seem like no-
brainers to many and barely cause a 
ripple in the public conscience once 
their recommendations are brought 
forward for implementation, who would 
have known that arguably the issue 
most in need of  a public consultation 
is a $15,000 proposal brought to Council 
on the fly with the best of  intentions to 
commemorate those who nobody would 
dispute should be lionized at every 
opportunity.

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Some final musings and 
observations from the recently 
completed campaign trail.

The results were far different from 
what I forecast.

I know for loyal readers of  this 
column that statement will completely 
surprise you as my electoral 
forecasting ability is world-renown. 
That is, yours truly is “world renown” 
for never ever being right!

As you may recall, I predicted that 
Conservative incumbent Lois Brown 
would retain her Newmarket-Aurora 
seat by a very small 250 vote plurality. 
Naturally, Ms. Brown lost by almost 
1,300 votes to Liberal Kyle Peterson.

I also predicted that Liberal Leona 
Alleslev would win the Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill riding over 
incumbent Conservative Costas 
Menegakis by a comfortable margin; 
about 3,000 votes.

Ms. Alleslev did win, but by only 
about 1,100 votes.

I also predicted that it would be a 
Liberal minority government with 
the Tories within a few seats, in the 
closest election since 1972 when 
the Liberals won 109 seats and the 
Progressive Conservatives won 107 
seats.

I wrote that the Liberals will win 
131 seats as compared to 124 for the 
Tories and 66 for the NDP, while the 
Bloc Quebecois will win 16 seats and 
the Green one seat.

I was only off  in my predictions by 49 

seats for the Liberal and 25 for the 
Tories. If  this were a game of  horse 
shoes or hand grenades, then my 
predictions wouldn’t seem that bad, 
though.

And who can forget the final 
prediction that I made in my last 
column. I stated that the Toronto 
Blue Jays would defeat the Kansas 
City Royals in five games to win the 
American League Championship and 
then go on to defeat the Chicago Cubs 
in six games to win the World Series!

Ok, moving on then.
A couple of  non-related 

observations from the election. 
On Election Day, during the evening 

I was situated at Devins Drive Public 
School. Six polls were held within the 
school. The local people employed 
by Elections Canada were great. 
Collectively, they were friendly and 
efficient. 

Near about 6 p.m., the gymnasium 
was jammed with voters. As I watched 
and listened to them talking and 
laughing with their neighbours while 

they waited to cast a vote, I was struck 
by, for all its faults, how well our 
democratic system works.

There were no armed guards 
outside the school, no one was coerced 
into voting one way or another, there 
was no UN inspectors monitoring the 
proceedings to ensure fairness and no 
one was fearing for their life (apart 
from me as a result of  the death stare 
cast in my direction by my sister-in-
law when she came in to vote). 

One thing that surprised me from 
the campaign was the paucity of  lawn 
signs. Sure, there were a bunch of  
these on public property, but there did 
not seem to be as many on residential 
properties that there usually is. 

The amount of  signs that one sees 
doesn’t correlate exactly to a winning 
campaign of  course, but they do 
provide clues as to the organizational 
strength of  the candidate, provide 
visibility and name recognition and, 
as the campaign moves along, the 
more signs shown popping up on 
people’s lawns, shows momentum.

Lastly, to the hundreds of  candidates 
who sought office and to the thousands 
of  campaign volunteers who toiled 
on their behalf  during the 78 day 
campaign, my thanks for sustaining 
our democracy and also for offering 
the people of  Canada strong choices 
in their political representation.

stephen can be contacted at  
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Winston Churchill once said 
democracy is the worst form of  
government except all the others 
that have been tried. I’d like to give 
democracy a try when it comes to 
electing the Chair of  York Region.

You may not be aware that the 
most powerful municipal political 
position in the Region is an appointed 
one. The Chair is not directly elected 
by voters, the chair is appointed by 
members of  Regional Council. In fact, 
the Chair does not even have to be an 
elected official, for example a Mayor 
or a Regional Councillor. They can be 
anyone who simply lives in the region.

In Aurora, the Mayor is our 
representative on Regional Council. 
Newmarket is represented by both a 
Mayor and Regional Councillor.

Many of  us living in the region don’t 
think it is right that this powerful 
political position is not directly elected 
by citizens. That’s why, almost a year 
ago, I tabled a private members bill – 
Bill 42 – that, if  passed, would make 
the Chair of  the Region of  York an 
elected position.

I am pleased that Markham Regional 
Councillor Joe Li has asked Regional 
Council to support my private 
member’s bill. His motion, tentatively 
scheduled to be debated November 
19, was seconded by Whitchurch-
Stouffville Mayor, Justin Altman.

A move to an elected Chair of  the 
Region would bring York Region in line 
with the majority of  regions across 
southern Ontario. Of  our immediate 
neighbours, only Peel does not have a 
directly-elected Chair, although, at the 
urging of  former Mississauga Mayor 
Hazel McCallion and Brampton’s 
then-Mayor Fennel, the Region is 
undertaking a study.

Both Durham and Halton Regions 
have moved to direct election of  their 
Chairs. Clearly, change is in the wind.

My bill is not an attack on York 
Regional Chairs, past or current. 
I simply believe at election time it 
is important that voters be able to 

question a candidate for Chair about 
their vision for the future of  the 
Region – and to be able to vote for their 
candidate of  choice.

Are you concerned about budget, 
debt, growth, public planning, the 
environment, or level of  service? An 
election is a good time to put those 
questions directly to a Chair.

Although not elected, the Chair is 
a very powerful position. The Chair 
can cast a tie-breaking vote at Council; 
the Chair helps direct the creation of  
the budget; and the Chair has a say on 
what makes it to Council agendas, and 
what gets before Council for debate. 
The Chair also has a strong say in who 
sits on what Region Committees.

I am not saying these shouldn’t be 
roles for the Chair of  the Region – 
just not for a Chair who isn’t directly 
elected by citizens.

Perhaps when the Region was 
newly formed in the early 1970s, when 
pressure from growth was virtually 
non-existent, appointed Chairs made 
sense. But today the Region is in a 
period of  rapid growth. Over one 
million people call the area home, and 
thousands more arrive each year. By 
2031 our population is expected to hit 
1.5 million people. The Region’s budget 
topped $2.7 billion in 2015 and its debt is 
now around $2.54 billion, and expected 
to hit $3.7 billion by 2020.

York Region is no longer a sleepy 
region, and citizens should have the 
right to question those vying for the 
top job at the Region. Some argue, as 
well, that an elected-Chair is more 

accountable throughout their term.
As an MPP, I only get to introduce 

one private members bill each year, so 
I must choose wisely. I chose this bill 
based on input I’d received as an Aurora 
councillor, and as a candidate for MPP. 
Bill 42 is my first bill, and I was glad to 
lean on the expertise offered by MPPs 
Dr. Helena Jaczek and Reza Moridi. 
Both had brought forward their own 
bills calling for a direct election of  
Regional Chair, but neither bill moved 
forward because elections were called.

My bill sailed through first and 
second reading with unanimous 
support from all parties and all 
members in the house. It is now waiting 
at Legislative Assembly Committee to 
be debated.

I have talked with a number of  
Mayors and Regional Councillors and 
find there is quiet but strong support 
for my bill. Those who oppose it 
generally fall into the “we’ve never 
done it that way, so why change now?” 
category.

There are legitimate concerns about 
how a candidate for Regional Chair 
would finance their election campaign. 
Others worry that future Chairs would 
be decided by the more populous 
southern communities.

I believe the candidate who will get 
elected is the one with the best vision 
and track record. Besides, there is no 
guarantee that a Chair elected from 
the northern end of  the Region would 
best serve this area – one could argue 
Chairs are currently beholden to those 
regional politicians who appointed 
them.

Our citizens deserve the right to 
directly elect the powerful Chair of  
York Region. The winds of  change are 
blowing … by working together we can 
bring real democracy to York Region.

I invite you to contact me on any issue. 
Please call my community office at 905-
750-0019, or visit my website at www.
ChrisBallardMPP.ca. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

Time to elect the Chair of York Region
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lEttERs to  thE  EditoR

December’s Timberlane 
closure highlights need for 
indoor tennis 

View From 
Queen’s Park

Chris Ballard, Mpp
Newmarket-Aurora

2015 Federal Election notebook – final thoughts

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

stephen somerville

(An open letter to Mayor and Council)

The closing of  Timberlane in 
December represents more of  a loss to 
our community than just a place to play 
tennis, provide junior programs, raise 
funds for Southlake and other charities, 
work out and keep fit.

There is indeed a negative ripple 
effect that should be of  concern to our 
local governance.  

Linda and I moved to Aurora 12 
years ago from our long-time home in 
Thornhill. As retirees, we were both 
active members of  the Richmond Hill 
Country Club (RHCC). When we moved 
to Aurora, we retained our membership 
at RHCC and continued to travel there 
daily for the first five years of  living 
here in Wycliffe Gardens, next door to 
Timberlane.

We were hesitant to leave behind all 
of  the familiarity and acquaintances 
that we had made over so many years. 
Since we were in Richmond Hill daily, 
we continued to shop for food, clothing, 
incidentals, restaurants and general 
entertainment. 

For a while, we considered moving 
back to Thornhill since our activities 
were still concentrated there.

Seven years ago, we decided to give 
Timberlane a try. We were immediately 
welcomed by the membership and 
within a short period, became active 
members of  this wonderful facility.

In short order, we made new friends, 
curtailed our routine trips to RHCC and 
Thornhill and became avid supporters 
of  our club, community and local 
merchants. Over that past few years, 
we’ve spent not only the majority of  our 
time in Aurora, but also the majority of  
our dollars as well with local stores and 
merchants.

New cars (including servicing) 
boutique clothing shops, restaurants, 
movie theatres, furniture, etc., became 
our preferred shopping venue. We 
re-located our mother to an Aurora 
seniors’ residence since we were no 
longer routinely travelling down 
to Thornhill – and all of  this local 
spending was because of  there being an 
all-season place for us to enjoy our life 
and time in Aurora.

While we can appreciate why 
Timberlane is closing its doors in 
December, we can’t understand why 
the Town of  Aurora has not initiated its 
replacement with an alternative indoor 
facility.

With the loss of  Timberlane and 
its members, there is sure to be a 
ripple effect on the local merchants of  
Aurora as well. Members who reside in 
perimeter areas like north Richmond 
Hill, Oak Ridges, King, Ballantrae and 
Newmarket will no longer have the 
need to routinely travel to Aurora and 
spend their dollars.  

Respectfully, don’t you think that we 
tennis enthusiasts and the merchants 
of  Aurora deserve a positive solution? 
With the prior closing of  Glenway 
and now Timberlane, surely there is 
a need for a permanent Indoor Tennis 
and Sports Facility in one of  the more 
prosperous Communities in Canada!

Fred Romito
Aurora

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

NEW AURORAN POLL

Previous Poll Results
Now that Canada has elected a majority Liberal  

government, are you optimistic about the next four years? 
A)   Yes  B)  No  C)  Unsure

Thanks for reaction to 
parking lot mishap. 

I was rushing around October 5 and 
decided to pop into Longo’s to grab 
dinner.

I inadvertently left the car out of  
gear, without the emergency brake on 
– something I didn’t notice until I came 

Do you think a decommissioned  
light armoured vehicle should  

be placed at the  
Aurora Cenotaph?

A) Yes  B) No  C) Unsure

Aurora participants in 
the Greener Gardens 
Challenge, a joint ini-
tiative of the Region of 
York and the Town of 
Aurora to promote the 
use of backyard com-
posters in an effort to 
reduce the amount of 
garden and kitchen 
waste left curbside in 
green bins, and, thus 
reduce costs, were rec-
ognized at Town Hall 
last week for their ef-
forts. From left: Scott 
McBride, Cathy Steen-
hoek, Lissa Dwyer, May-
or Geoff Dawe, Kareena 
and Ainsley Boodoos-
ingh, Angela Trevivian, 
Edward Cammack and 
Mayuri Salaam. 

Auroran photo  
by diane Buchanan 
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Help us celebrate the junior citizens who make our communities better.

Do you know someone age 6–17 who is involved in worthwhile community 
service, is contributing while living with a limitation, has performed an heroic 
act, demonstrates individual excellence, or is going above and beyond to help 
others? If so, nominate them for a 2015 Junior Citizen Award today!

Nomination forms are available from this newspaper, and the Ontario 
Community Newspapers Association at www.ocna.org or 905-639-8720 ext. 4439.

Nominate Amazing.

ONTARIO 
JUNIOR CITIZEN

AWARDS

Sponsored by:Justin Hines, 1999 Ontario 
Junior Citizen, Stouffville, ON

FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS 
AT THE COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

The Country Day School offers JK-12 in 
a co-ed, non-denominational environment 
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

13415 Dufferin St., King, ON  L7B 1K5
T: 905 833 1972   www.cds.on.ca

JOIN US AT 

AN OPEN HOUSE 

November 19

9 am – 12 pm

It could be a pair of track shoes, a theatrical costume, or maybe even a robotics set. 
If your child has a passion for something, we will harness it and take it to a whole 
new level. We will essentially attach a big set of sub-woofers to it and allow it to be 
amplifi ed to the world. If they have yet to fi nd it, we will dig down deep and explore all 
the possibilities, and not stop until we unearth that one thing that opens their mind and 
their eyes as big as humanly possible. It’s an incredible place to discover big, dreamy 
answers to the question,

WHO WILL YOU BE?
cds.on.ca/whowillyoube
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FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and property issues  
arising from separating families. A practitioner  
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

CHRISTMAS  GIFT GUIDE
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HUSKY® 52"W 18‑Drawer Tool 
Chest and Cabinet Set • 52"W x 

18.1"D x 65"H (1000804523)

$598

HUSKY® 3‑Ton Jack Combo 
• Includes 3 Ton Floor Jack,  

3 Ton Stands & Creeper 
(1000837733) While quantities last.

$119

60‑Piece HUSKY® 100‑Tooth 

Mechanic’s Tool Set (1000841255) 

While quantities last.

$9997

HUSKY® 3/8" Triple Drive Ratchet 
(1000837653) While quantities last.

$19.88

6‑Piece HUSKY® 100‑Tooth 

Ratcheting Wrench Set (1000841252)

$49.99

(1000841253)

While quantities last.

20‑Piece HUSKY® 100‑Tooth 3/8" 

Socket Wrench Set (1000841254) 

While quantities last.

$39.99HUSKY® 16oz + 20oz Rip 
Fibreglass Hammer (1000834722) 

While quantities last.

$12.97

28‑Piece HUSKY® Combination 
Wrench Set (1000680318) 
While quantities last.

$24.88

4‑Piece HUSKY® 
Pliers and Wrench Set 
(1000765997) While quantities last.

$17.49

3‑Pairs HUSKY® Mechanic 
Gloves • Machine washable 

(1000844864) While quantities last.

$19.97

HUSKY® 200‑Piece Mechanic’s Tool Set with Tool Box 
• Includes metal tool box with drawers (1000834589)

While quantities last.

$119

HUSKY® 3‑Pack 3/8" x 50' 
PVC Air Hose (1000842024) 

While quantities last.

$29.88

HUSKY® 4‑Piece 
Air Tool Kit (1000764107)

NOW $79.98

HUSKY® 20 Gallon Air Compressor 
• 1.5 HP heavy-duty induction motor 

• 150 Max PSI • 5.0 SCFM @ 40 PSI 

and 4.0 SCFM @ 90 PSI (1000772657) 

While quantities last.

$199

WAS $99.98

‡Valid until Thursday, December 31, 2015. Receive a free DEWALT® 20V Max Lithium-Ion 4-1/2" Cordless Cut Off Tool (1000714687), 20V Max Lithium-Ion Cordless Reciprocating Saw (1000710663), 20V Max Lithium-Ion Cordless 6-1/2" Circular 
Saw (1000711783) or 20V Max Lithium-Ion Cordless Oscillating Multi-Tool (1000794337) when you purchase a DEWALT® 20V Max Starter Kit (5.0 Ah) (1000844683). Selection and price may vary by store. See page 4 for details.1 ‡‡Valid until Sunday, 
December 27, 2015. Receive a free MAKITA® 18V Compact Lithium-Ion Battery (1000662412) when you purchase a MAKITA® 18V Drill and Impact Driver Kit (1000768156). Selection and price may vary by store. See page 4 for details.1

Give the gift of HUSKY® Tough Tools
EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot

MAGNETIC 
START

q

HUSKY® Hand Tools Heavy‑duty wrench sets

P
D
F

100 LB. RATED BALL 
BEARING DRAWER SLIDES 
WITH “SECURE‑LATCH” 
RETENTIoN SYSTEM

q

oVER 
$80

when purchased 
separately

15360 BAYVIeW AVenUe, AURORA, OnTARIO 905-726-4500

Aurora continues push for St. John’s interchange
By Brock Weir

Aurora Council has renewed the 
push for a highway interchange at St. 
John’s Sideroad.

With the Region of  York set to begin 

talks on their capital budget later this 
month, Councillor Michael Thompson 
underscored his drive for a connection 
to Highway 404 at last week’s Council 
meeting.

Councillor Thompson cited an email 
circulated by Municipal Staff  regarding 
a report from the Region on their 10-
year construction update. Information 
on the proposed interchange was scant, 
he said, and looked to Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, Aurora’s representative on 
Regional Council for answers.

Mayor Dawe informed Council that 
if  anything is to progress it has to be 
put back into the 2016 Regional Capital 
Budget this year.

It is the latest step in Council 
advocating for an interchange on St. 
John’s Sideroad to alleviate traffic 
pressure at the Wellington Street 
interchange and resulting traffic 
within subdivisions as commuters race 
to get a head-start on their trips to the 
city.

This is a problem that will only be 
exacerbated once the thousands of  new 
homes in Aurora’s 2C development are 
complete and the time to get going with 
the interchange is now, according to 
Council.

Council last tackled this issue in 
September after municipal staff  said 
progress with 2C’s nearly 3,000 new 
units, which will bring in over 8,000 
new residents to Aurora, is progressing 
at a faster-than-anticipated clip.

“Development of  2C is proceeding 
at a faster pace than staff  initially 
anticipated,” said Mr. Ramunno. 
“Based on Aurora’s recent history in 
the 2B planning area and more recent 
market demand across York Region, 
it was anticipated that growth in 2C 
would occur over a period of  five to 
eight years. At the current pace, the 
bulk of  2C will be developed before 
this, likely…within four years.

“Pace of  growth is determined by 
strong demand for ground-related 
housing. As evidenced by long lines 
at sales construction trailers upon the 
release of  each phase of  development 
to date, demand has been quite strong. 
Once approvals and servicing are in 
place, it is the builder’s prerogative to 
sell and build units at whichever pace 
they see fit.”

Accommodations, however, will 
still need to be made to account for 
the influx of  new Aurora residents, 
particularly in the Leslie Street and 
St. John’s Sideroad area, Mr. Ramunno 
noted. The Region of  York is currently 
planning on widening Leslie Street 
through its leg in north Aurora (the 
border with Newmarket to St. John’s 
Sideroad) beginning in the Spring of  
2016, lasting for an estimated year, 
with the balance to Wellington to be 
complete by the Summer of  2018. 

The St. John’s and Highway 404 
interchange remains on the books at 
the Regional level, but not until 2021.

This is an issue that has rankled 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Councillors 
since the 2014 municipal election. 
While Mayor Dawe has voiced these 
concerns around the Regional Council 
table, Councillors said at the time it 

is time to step up efforts to bring this 
forward well before 2021.

“I think it is important to show 
to the residents that we continue to 
advocate for improvements along the 
404 because, as we all know, traffic 
congestion keeps getting worse and 
worse and so we need to start working 
on them today to begin to relieve that 
pressure,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “Part of  the issue is it is not 
even on a 10 year horizon plan. They 
have pushed it out and now is the time 
to bring it to the forefront.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes, who said she has 
heard from several residents asking 
Council to make this a “priority.”

A decision on an interchange is not 
the Region’s alone. The Province of  
Ontario also has a say and Mayor Dawe 
told Council he lets no opportunity to 
advocate for the interchange pass by, 
including a meeting with Minister of  
Transportation, Steven Del Duca, as 
recently as August. 

“Mayor Dawe suggested a formal 
motion from Council would make 
Aurora’s request to the Region have 
more “oomph”, but Councillor Paul 
Pirri expressed a degree of  surprise the 
interchange hasn’t already been made 
a priority with Wayne Emerson, former 
mayor of  Whitchurch-Stouffville, a 
town that would also directly benefit 
from such an interchange, now sitting 
in the Regional Chair.

“It is important to him and quite 
frankly it is a juggling act of  the 
many, many projects they have going,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “There is a little 
bit of  horse trading that has to go on 
sometimes, quite frankly.”

  Briefly
REMEMBRANCE dAy oBsERvANCEs

This weekend signals the start of  a number of  local commemorations in the lead up to Remembrance Day, 
next Wednesday, November 11. This Saturday, November 7, the Aurora Branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) will host their annual Remembrance Day Dinner. Beginning at 6 p.m., tickets are $15 and 
the event will feature remarks from Det. Gary Miner of  the York Regional Police. For more information, contact the 
Legion at 905-727-9932.

Remembrance services continue this Sunday, November 8, with a traditional Remembrance Sunday Parade and 
Observance at the Aurora Cenotaph. The Parade begins at Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School at 10.20 a.m., making 
its way south on Yonge Street to the Cenotaph. Following the service, the public is invited back to the Legion for 
refreshments.

On Remembrance Day itself, an additional service will be held at the Cenotaph beginning at 10.50 a.m.
LIGHTING Up AURoRA’s LEds

Crews began work converting Aurora’s streetlights to new energy efficient LED models this week, following 
Council’s approval of  the $3.2 million project at the end of  September. “The LED conversion program is a benefit 
to Aurora and a positive step towards adopting innovative solutions,” said Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure. “LED lights are energy efficient and one of  the most eco-friendly ways to light our Town. A long 
life-span, low maintenance, durability and low UV emissions are just a few positive aspects that the Town can look 
forward to once conversion is complete.” Added Mayor Geoff  Dawe: “Aurora Town Council is committed to providing 
our residents with safe, cost-effective and environmentally friendly solutions. This new lighting system will increase 
visibility and safety for the community by providing more light in public spaces and residential areas.”

dIABETEs AWARENEss MoNTH
November is National Diabetes Awareness Month and the Aurora Foot Clinic is holding free diabetic foot 

screenings beginning next Monday, November 9 to Saturday, November 14, to raise awareness and give back from 
the community. One Canadian is diagnosed with diabetes every three minutes, they say, and too many patients have 
been suffering silently with foot problems. Through annual foot examinations, you can see a reduction in diabetes-
related foot complications and lower limb amputations in the community. For more information and to book your 
appointment, call 905-717-7172.

LAsT WEEK To ENTER poLICE FILM FEsTIvAL
This is the last week to enter the second annual York Regional Police Youth Film Festival. Submit a short 

film demonstrating the importance of  working together with police to end youth and gang violence. Deadline for 
submissions is Friday, November 13. The Top 12 entries will be screened November 27 with the top film taking home 
a $500 gift card to Best Buy and having your film featured on the YRP’s website and social media channels. For more 
information, including rules of  entry and ways to submit your films, visit www.yrp.ca. 
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By Brock Weir

Meredith Blunt describes herself  
as “slightly introverted”, which some 
might find unusual for a painter.

But the Aurora artist took some 
persuading in putting herself  out 
there for the public to take in her 
work. The persistence of  fellow artist 
Angela Durante Dukat, however, did 
the trick and Ms. Blunt is now making 
her first public splash in a very big 
way. Well, two public splashes as a 
matter of  fact.

Ms. Blunt is one of  13 area artists 
participating in the 2015 Aurora Studio 
Tour. The brainchild of  local painters 
and sculptors inviting the art-loving 
public into their home studios to see 
where the magic happens, the Aurora 
Studio Tour was founded in 2010.

Spanning eight locations the length 
and breadth of  Aurora, the tour runs 
Saturday, November 14 and Sunday, 
November 15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Although it is now entering its sixth 
year, the tour has brought together a 
wide variety of  returning and new 
artists, but if  you would like a small 
taster of  just what you might expect 
from the artists on show, head over 
to Hillary House starting this Friday, 
November 6.

Artists participating in the Studio 
Tour have taken over the National 
Historic Site for the Aurora Historical 
Society’s (AHS) annual Art at the 
Manor exhibition, which runs through 
March.

This connection was made by 
local photographer Claire D’Aurore 
who wears two hats as an AHS board 
member and participating artist on 
the tour.

“We had an empty space since the 
Federal Government did not pick us 
for a World War One exhibit because 
there was so much demand,” says 
Ms. D’Aurore. “I think it is amazing 
everyone in the studio tour agreed to 
do this. I know our hours of  operation 
are not the most convenient, but I 
hope people do come and enjoy the 
environment, see how important it 
is to preserve what little history we 

have, and help us.”
Ms. D’Aurore gives kudos to 

Christine Valentini, a co-founder of  the 
tour, for her expertise in bringing such 
a wide variety of  paintings together to 
fit in the unique space that is Hillary 
House. They are kudos shared by Ms. 
Blunt who was particularly pleased 
with the placement of  two of  her 
pieces: a portrait of  a brown bear on 
a neon pink background and a digital 
portrait of  a young boy. 

“Angela said I needed to get 
involved, that I was an asset and I 
wasn’t getting out there enough,” says 
Ms. Blunt. “She was really good with 
the push to get me out there. It is just 
how I work. A lot of  my work is more 
personal for me and lives more in my 
head than in the public eye, but as I 
get older the more I want to share it 
with everyone. It was good to make a 
new friend who wanted to see me out 
there.”

The bear depicted is the one 
controversially shot and killed by 
police in Newmarket earlier this year. 
It was an emotional experience for the 
community and one Ms. Blunt said 
needed to be captured on canvas. Her 
digital portrait, on the other hand, is 
more experimental, created by finger 
stroke on her iPad. 

“The iPad came out of  necessity 
when I had my kids and they were 
very little,” she explains. “I didn’t 

Continued on page 10
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Delivered for 
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Cost of Shopping 
Retail

FREE Delivery
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Year Round Service
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416.567.2175 | lisette@organicslive.com

/Organics-Live-GTA-North

 
Members of the Chamber of Commerce 

are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting.
The 2014-2015 Audited Financial Statement 

and year-end reports will be presented.
Come and meet the 2015-2016 Board of Directors 
as well as network with other Chamber members.

 

Thursday, November 19, 2015
5:30 – 7:30 pm

Aurora Chamber of Commerce
Annual General Meeting

St. Andrews Valley Golf Club
4 Pinnacle Trail

Aurora
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Get a taste of Studio Tour at Hillary House’s 
Art at the Manor

want to bring my materials out there 
for fear of  them getting into it and my 
husband found an app called Art Rage. 
These portraits worked really well 
because rather than using thick paint, 

Artists participating in next weekend’s Aurora Studio Tour – and Art at the Manor, 
which opens Friday – gathered at Hillary House to hang their work last week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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quiet neighbourhood.”
“I have to say for companies, 

consultants, and even Councillors and 
Mayors, this whole development [might 
seem like] just a project out of  thousands 
of  projects of  your career,” said Mr. Jia. 
“After years, there will only be a pile of  
paper sitting on a shelf  collecting dust. 
For people living on this land, it is about 
our life. 

“As a ratepayer in Canada now, I am 
proud to be able to stand up and speak 
for myself  and my family. I would 
suggest the Mayor and Councillors, and 
also owners of  the land, to consider this 
development as a project for human 
beings, not just paper on their drawing 
boards, and also show us real democracy, 
that you do care about citizens’ quality 
of  life and wellbeing.”

If  the prolonged standing ovation 
Mr. Jia’s comments received was any 
indication, he summed up the feelings 
of  a great number of  people in the room 
who said the lives of  those surrounding 

the land in question should be given 
due consideration and their concerns 
addressed. 

Those approaching the podium 
last week reiterated many of  their 
previously-vented concerns, many 
of  which have not been answered to 
their satisfaction one way or the other 
by either developers, consultants, or 
municipal staff, they argued. These 

Residents seek answers to long-standing redevelopment questions

concerns include compatibility with 
the existing neighbourhood, the 
construction of  single-loaded roads 
with limited on-street parking, and a 
proposed ten-storey condo development 
near the present Highland Green 
complex which residents fear will 
loom over the neighbourhood in a 
way that just does not fit in with the 
neighbourhood.

For the residents, the lack of  answers 
was causing more than a degree of  
frustration.

“There are no meaningful 
modifications or adjustments that have 
been made to this plan since it was 
first put forward by Geranium despite 
three meetings, despite all of  the letters 
and concerns that have been shared 
with them, because they think their 
plan is perfect – and it is an imperfect 
plan,” said Colette Nemni, who shared 
her disbelief  over the consultants’ 
contention that needs for on-street 
parking on the proposed new roads 
would be limited. “I couldn’t believe 
the response. Will no one have guests 
come and visit? Will no one have family 
gatherings? I guess they are hoping only 
sad and lonely people buy these houses 
and nobody comes.

“[Developers] have come here 
meeting after meeting and have told 
you they are listening and responding 
to the residents. They are not. It makes 
one wonder if  Geranium is simply 
biding its time before simply making 
an application to the OMB. If  that is, in 
fact, where this planning process ends 

up, I urge you not to be intimidated by 
this. The protection of  green space can 
be for the benefit of  all Aurora. It is not 
just about the house that backs onto the 
golf  course, it is about all of  Aurora and 
having no benefit for the protection of  
this green space. Do not let this hurdle 
or this threat impede your ability to do 
what is right for the Town of  Aurora.”

Ms. Nemni wasn’t the only resident 
calling for Geranium to come forward 
with “alternative concepts” for 
developing the area. Indeed, many of  
those speaking last week said they did 
not oppose development in and of  itself, 
nor did many oppose the rights of  the 
property owner to do what they see fit 
with their land, but what is currently 
before Council falls wide of  the mark, 
they said. 

Some, such as Lorraine Coens, 
rejected Council’s wish from last month 
to divide up the redevelopment plans 
into smaller pieces to examine as a 
“classic case of  divide and conquer.” 

Dave Newton, President of  the 
Highland Gate Ratepayers Association, 
cautioned Council it is the group’s belief  
residents need to deal with Geranium 
individually on personal encroachment 
agreements, but lawmakers should 
not take this as a sign that “individual 
property owners somehow agree with 
the proposal.”

Others, such as Tom Hashem, argued 
the Town needs to “pay attention to 
existing residents, not future residents, 
no matter how nice and wonderful 
people they might be,” a view echoed 
by Adam Crawford, one of  the younger 
people in the crowd, speaking on behalf  
of  his generation who grew up around 
the golf  course.

“You are members of  the community, 
you are residents, you hold positions 
of  power, and you do have the power 
to support us and support the dreams 
of  youth, youth to come and my 
generation,” Mr. Crawford told Council. 
“I hope to one day inherit my parents’ 
house, but I want to see the community 
stay as a whole. I want to see you guys 
put your best foot forward for your 
community and for yourselves. I just 
want to see the best for our community 
and my future life here in Aurora.”

Our new restaurant
will soon need
some fresh new faces. 
233 Earl Steward Dr., Aurora, Ontario  L4G 6V5

•  Flexible hours, so you can still enjoy a balanced life 

•  Work for a year or make it your career 

•  Valuable first time employer for youth

 APPLY TODAY at: hiringtowin.com/canadaapply
 Access Code: mcd40580c
 Call our Hiring Line: (905) 806 - 2559 for details
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t

Oscar Jia’s impassioned speech at last week’s Public Planning meeting won plaudits from neighbours 
and Council alike.                        Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Council wants “meaningful change” on Highland redevelopment
By Brock Weir

Developers looking to transform the 
former Highland Gate golf  course into a 
housing development of  over 180 detached 
units and a 10-storey condo complex 
are looking to Council for next steps by 
December, but faced a potential roadblock 
from lawmakers last week, who said they 
want as long as it takes to make the right 
decision for the community. 

The comments were made at a public 
planning meeting last Wednesday devoted 
to this redevelopment project. Don Given, 
a consultant retained by Geranium 
Homes to steer the development through 
Council, reiterated his position that the 
proposed development has met the test 
of  relevant agencies and peer reviewers, 
and now it is up to Council to make the 
decision. 

“To implement the process, we met 
with your staff  in what they call a ‘pre-
application’ meeting and they provided 
us with a very comprehensive list of  all 
the different types of  studies needed to 
be submitted to support the application,” 
Mr. Given told Council. “We did that. It 
constituted several binders submitted 
with our application and it was one of  
those documents that you peer reviewed. 
The application itself  conforms with the 
intent of  the official plan, which is private 
open space may be redeveloped provided 
you follow those steps.”

Conflicts with the existing 
condominium over the proposed new 
building were soon to be hammered out, 
he added, noting incoming trails systems 
would be 85 per cent off-road connecting 
Yonge Street to Bathurst, and discussions 
are ongoing with the Highland Gate 
Ratepayers’ Association. 

Residents in the group put forward 
a range of  concerns he said were not 
“insurmountable” and between them 
established an “aggressive timetable” 
to deal with those issues. As such, he 
proposed an equally aggressive timetable 
to Council.

“We are very pleased with where we 
are and I would urge you that when you 
are looking at where we are after tonight’s 
discussion to request your staff  to bring 
forward a recommendation report not to 

be tabled with your Council until after 
December 1, but to start preparing that 
report and do whatever is necessary to 
secure a date and do whatever public 
notices are necessary to ensure we have a 
full public meeting. You have been given 
a status report. You have not yet received 
an opinion from staff  on this application 
and we urge you to get on with that.”

Council, however, wants developers 
to get on with addressing the concerns 
of  residents. Despite these concerns 
being vented at three public planning 
meetings devoted to the proposal, few 
of  these issues had been tackled, and 
fewer still concretely addressed through 
“meaningful change” within the proposal 
– and that has to happen first. 

“At the last meeting, there were a 
number of  pretty specific concerns I 
had and requested more information,” 
said Councillor Jeff  Thom, supporting a 
motion from Councillor Sandra Humfryes 
calling for another public planning 
meeting to seek these answers. “I can 
say for myself, and I hope everyone at 
this table, that we are with the residents. 
We are residents of  the Town ourselves. 
Residents can be assured we do take this 
very seriously and we are on your side.” 
While Councillor John Abel called for a 
“complete turnaround” in getting these 
issues addressed, Councillor Michael 
Thompson said neighbours were feeling 
“frustrated” with the process.

“Many residents came here tonight 
and expressed their frustration that they 
feel they have done their job, they have 
come out, they have been engaged, they 
have submitted their comments, they 
have spoken up about their concerns 
but they don’t feel they are necessarily 
being heard,” he said. “We have heard 
over and over tonight that there hasn’t 
been meaningful change or revisions to 
address some of  these concerns. While 
I am glad to support [another meeting] 
because it sounds like there may be 
some issues being addressed, I think the 
expectation of  myself  and those around 
this table and here in this room is that at 
the next public planning meeting there 
will be some meaningful change and 
revision to this plan.”

“Disappointment” was shared by 

Councillor Tom Mrakas who said 
everyone was in favour of  “small 
growth”, but it has to be on Aurora’s 
terms, through the parameters outlined 
in official planning documents and 
Aurora’s vision for itself. He echoed the 
call for “meaningful modifications” to 
move forward, but if  those don’t come, he 
said he doesn’t see a way through.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner expressed 

similar sentiments, saying answers need 
to be ready before the next meeting so 
residents’ time is not “wasted.” The 
Town needs to stand by its own planning 
principles, she contended. 

“As has been said here, the timing has 
to suit us and not the developer,” she said. 

A date for the next Public Planning 
meeting devoted to Highland Gate had 
not been set at press time.

(Right) Guests attended the Massage  
Addict (located at 265 Edward Street beside 
Dairy Queen) Grand Opening on Wednesday  
October 28.

(Above) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe with Clinic  
Director Marie-Claire Robson and Councillor 
John Abel during the ribbon cutting at the 
Grand Opening.

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Massage Addict GRAND OPENING
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From page 7

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water 
softeners

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

Arts & Culture

Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

Studio Tour runs next 
Saturday and Sunday
you are using light and pixels. Human 
skin seems to look more accurate on a 
screen than it does in thick paint, at 
least in my eyes.

“I hope this gets my name out there 
more in the artistic community and 
also to see that even though most of  
my life is consumed with being a mum 
with two young kids, I am finding 
space to be creative and find my own 
self. It is an identity that is purely 
mine and I can contribute to our Town 
and community and offer a vision 
I have to share – and it is as valid as 
anything else that people put out there 
in the world.”

For tour co-founder Deborah 
Campo, the marriage of  the Studio 

Tour and Art at the Manor is a match 
made i heaven. 

“I think this helps establish [the 
tour] as a cultural element in Aurora,” 
she says. “There are a lot of  studio 
tours in York Region and in Ontario. 
We want to continue this on a yearly 
basis to make it a cultural event. When 
children come to these houses [and 
studios], they are in awe of  the colours, 
the shapes, and I marvel at that. Then 
you can always chat with incredible 
people with incredible stories. We are 
all passionate about our careers as 
artists, and it is nice to join together 
and invite other people in.”

For more information, visit www.
aurorastudiotour.com.

INTo THE Woods: Over 30 “zombies” took over Sheppard’s Bush on Friday night for the annual Zombie Run, hosted by Girls Inc. to benefit the United Way. The popular 3km or 1.5km Run or Walk melds the 
principles of a fundraising run with a capture the flag-style competition peppered with a healthy dose of pre-Hallowe’en mayhem, brought on by the likes of, from left: Alison, Program Administrator Tracey Moore 
with Allison Zeeman, and Reid Carpenter. Girls Inc. York Region is a non-profit youth organization “dedicated to empowering girls and young women to seek the highest quality of life possible” through a variety of 
programs promoting healthy development.                                  Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Famed Canadian painter Robert Bateman was on hand Sunday for an Art Show and Sale at Newmarket’s 
Select Art Galleries. In addition to a large selection of prints available for purchase and autograph that day, 
Mr. Bateman was also signing copies of his memoir, Life Sketches. He is joined here by his wife Brigit, right, 
and store owner Georgia, centre.                                        Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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Advertorial

I was active all my life. But due to 
circumstances, special activities like 
fi gure skating (ice dancing) and ball-
room dancing I only learned as an adult.

 As for general dancing I did Rock’n 
Roll, twist, disco – whatever was popu-
lar any given time.

But set pattern dancing I only 
learned at the Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio in Oak Ridges, where I have been 
dancing now for 16 years. Ballroom 
& Latin dancing is my creative outlet 
that allows my brain and body to keep 
learning exciting and challenging 
dance elements, which I so enjoy!  

Over the years I have travelled to 
many dance events with the Studio 
hosted in some beautiful and exotic 
locations; think dance vacations. I enjoy 
dressing up and receiving compliments 
on my dancing from my peers and non 
dancers. It’s nice when people notice 
you doing something creative. I always 
look forward to our fun, interactive 
and very social Friday night practice 
sessions to enjoy more dancing. 

In my time with the Studio I have met 
so many nice and friendly people and 
I cannot imagine my life in the future 
without dancing at this Studio!” 

Dancing is a skill, once learned you 
own it for a lifetime!  Get on the dance 
fl oor and enrich your life with the 
Arthur Murray experience. Discover a 
creative outlet, regain youthful energy, 
have a dance date and re-kindle romance. 
Dress up and have fun and confi dence in 
social situations by dancing instead of  
just watching others!

Arthur Murray Richmond Hill Dance 
Studio (Oak Ridges) will have you 
dancing in no time! 

Call the Studio today to schedule your 
fi rst introductory lesson for only $25.00. 

905-773-2555 
or email arthurmurray98@bellnet.ca 

Ballroom Dance: Eva’s story

Eva Nagy, the star of Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio in Oak Ridges, dancing Swing with her 
teacher Jaime.

You are invited to the studio for an “Evening of Latin Dancing”
OPEN HOUSE:  Thurs., Nov.19th @ 8 p.m.  13311 Yonge St.

Please call to RSVP 905-773-2555 and for more info.

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

 

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

Artist Linda Welch with just one of a wide variety of photos on display at her one-day-only pop-up gallery 
held at the Aurora Cultural Centre.                                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir

We can learn from the Day of the 
Dead, says local artist

By Brock Weir

Linda Welch always breathed a 
sigh of  relief  once November 1 rolled 
around. It meant Hallowe’en was over, 
disguises and decorations were soon 
to be packed away for another year, 
and going out to the community would 
mean more treats than tricks.

One Hallowe’en many years ago 
when Ms. Welch was just 12 or 13, 
teen vandals threw a Molotov cocktail 
through her parents’ dining room 
window. Her father, a high school 
principal, had just expelled a student 
and this was seen as retribution.

Although neighbours helped the 
family put out the fire before the fire 
trucks even arrived, Ms. Welch says 
that was a turning point. Living in the 
country, she came to distrust people who 
came out for Hallowe’en in subsequent 
years, a feeling that still continues into 
adulthood but has since been given new 
perspective after travelling to Mexico to 
participate in their Day of  the Dead.

Ms. Welch shared her vivid 
photographs of  this very important 
day in Mexican culture at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre as Hallowe’en 
approached. Her work was the subject 
of  a one-day-only pop-up gallery and, 
come nightfall, played host to a large 
crowd eager to learn more about the 
celebrations.

Over the years, Ms. Welch had many 
opportunities to visit a friend’s farm in 
Milton, where she came to know many 
of  the Mexican itinerant workers. 
Every year, she says, their contracts 
were timed so they could go back home 
at the end of  October for the Day of  the 
Dead and their excitement piqued her 
curiosity.

“I couldn’t understand it myself, and 
they didn’t have the language to explain 
why it was so important to them [so 
I decided] to get out of  Town, avoid 
Hallowe’en, go to Mexico, see friends 
and experience this celebration, not 
really knowing what it was about,” says 
Ms. Welch, president of  the Society 
of  York Region Artists. “It was very 
challenging because you have your own 
impressions of  what you think it is 
going to be and you’re confronted with 
variations of  that. It was a celebration 
I was not totally comfortable with here 
because with all the disguises, masks, 
and not really knowing who you are 
going to meet.

“There, it is all about the masks, all 
about the decorations, lots of  drums, 
lots of  music. It was very active, but I 
was surprised with the emotional side.”

Ms. Welch found herself  pulling 
an all-nighter with friends, visiting 
numerous cemeteries – something she 
has always been reluctant to do here 
at home – along with mothers, fathers, 
grandparents and teens. The presence 
of  teens hanging out on a night like 
this was something she says “blew her 
mind”, but there it was.

“They just chatted quietly among 
themselves and visited, just like we 
would on a Sunday afternoon, but this 
was from midnight to dawn,” she says. 
“It was so moving to see how respectful 
they were and to learn about their 
reasons behind it. It is more important 
to them than Christmas would be to us. 

This is the best way they can honour 
their ancestors. It is not honouring 
their death, but welcoming them back. 
If  they can only come back for 24 hours, 
they have to be there otherwise they 
have missed her chance.”

The experience may have dulled 
some of  Hallowe’en’s edge in the eyes 
of  Ms. Welch, but the contrast left a 
stark impression, particularly the 
compassion, which is something she 
said is sorely lacking here.

“It made me question what we do,” 
she says. “Here, Hallowe’en is all about 
how you can frighten people in the 
best way. It is all fright nights, fear and 
terrorizing. There, it is inclusive, warm 
and welcoming, and it has nothing to 
do with fear. I think we can incorporate 
a little of  that into our own culture. 
Maybe the elderly facing the end of  
their own life wouldn’t look at it in such 
a fearful way too.”

“But, it’s not going to happen,” 
she sighs. “It’s too deeply engrained 
in our cultures, but it was certainly 
interesting to contemplate what made 
it so different.”

They just chatted quietly  
among themselves and  

visited, just like we would on  
a Sunday afternoon, but this 
was from midnight to dawn. 
It was so moving to see how 
respectful they were and to 
learn about their reasons 

behind it.
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Jason K. Allan 

Estate Litigation 
Administration 

Planning 

15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

LEARNING FOR LIFE. 
CREATING THE FUTURE.

Pickering College’s Global Leadership Program teaches 

students skills that are collaborative, innovative and 

creative – encouraging them to consider the world from 

different perspectives and to think critically about our 

global context.  

All students – from JK to Grade 12 – are immersed in  

a program that prepares students for university while  

also encouraging them to make a difference in the  

world as ethical, compassionate and values-based 

decision-makers.

INTRODUCTION TO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Grades 6-8

Wednesday, November 18     
6:30 p.m.

 Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School  
since 1842  |  JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada 
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Contact us at admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

or 905.895.1700 ext.259  

or toll-free at 1.877.895.1700 ext.259

Going 
Global

Senior Scape 
Jim L. Abram

Anne’s Bake sale
Calling all bakers! Our 2015 Holiday 

Bazaar will be held on this Saturday, 
November 7, featuring our ever popular 
“Anne’s Bake Table” for which we need 

Pictured, from left, Jan Freedman, Louise Miller, MPP Chris Ballard, Frank Leone, Jim Abram, Mario Sergio, 
Minister Responsible for Seniors Affairs.

 submitted photo

a donation of  your home 
baked goodies – cookies, 
squares, cakes, loaves, 
tarts, pies, etc.

A sign-up sheet is 
available at the reception 
desk of  your Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre!

Queen’s park visit
A couple of  weeks ago, Aurora Seniors’ 

Centre board members Jim Abram, Jan 
Freedman, Frank Leone and Louise 
Miller had the pleasure of  attending at the 
Queen’s Park Legislature as guests of  our 
Member of  Provincial Parliament Chris 
Ballard.

Mr. Ballard publicly recognized the 
significant 10th anniversary of  our Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre! We were delighted to be 
introduced to Mario Sergio, the Minister 
responsible for Seniors Affairs who was 
most courteous. Many thanks to Scott 
Parry, Legislative Assistant to Chris 
Ballard, for making our visit to Queen’s 
Park so memorable. 

Remembrance day
Be certain to honour our veterans 

and soldiers currently serving our 
great country by honouring their past 

and present service 
on Remembrance Day, 
November 11.

I will be at the 
Cenotaph in south 
Aurora on that date and 
hope many seniors join 
me in Remembrance.  
On Remembrance Day, 

members of  the armed forces (soldiers, 
sailors and airmen) are commemorated.

The other common name for this day is 
Armistice Day which marks the date and 
time when armies stopped fighting World 
War I. on November 11th at 11am in 1918 
(the eleventh hour of  the eleventh day of  
the eleventh month).

Some 100,000 Canadian soldiers died in 
the First and Second World Wars. It is just 
too bad that fighting on this little planet 
continues. 

Congratulations to Richard Howard!
Congratulations are in order for 

Richard Howard for receiving a much 
well deserved Magna International 
Volunteer award on October 18, 2015 held 
at East Side Mario’s, here in town. The 
guest speaker, Lindsay O’Conner, host 
of  the International Sports Report on 
the Fan590 Sports Radio was incredibly 
engaging and informative. Richard 
earned this award for his tireless 
participation in volunteering to promote 
healthy participation of  seniors in 

playing pickle ball in Aurora. Well done 
Richard!  

Jan’s Jams are winners!
Jan Freedman, one of  the more 

active members of  the Aurora Seniors’ 
Association, member of  the ASA Board 
of  Directors and on the Special Events 
Committee and all-round great cook, 
recently competed at the Markham Fair 
in the Homecraft Division.

You may know Jan best for her excellent 
jams and preserves from her booth at the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market and Artisan 
Fair held on Saturdays at the Town Park.

Jan was awarded with a total of  nine 
ribbons as follows: 1st Place: Chutney; 
2nd Place: Cranberry Sauce and also 
Chocolate Zucchini Loaf; 3rd Place: 
Preserved Pears, Pickled Beets and Chili 
Sauce; 4th Place: Banana Loaf, Grape 
Jelly, Preserved Peaches. Jan is now 
getting geared up for the competition 
at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. 
Congratulations Jan. 

Jimmy’s last word: Drive safe and be 
careful out there. 

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, drop 
by 90 John West Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors 
@rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED
ALL CEILING FANS & LIGHTING 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
*Some estate furniture 

40%–50% OFF 

PLEASE CALL FOR HOURS

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 3 (Broad)  12/19/13  10:54 AM  Page 1
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Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., Nov. 6 Glass Amp
Sat., Nov. 7 Something Extra

Fri., Nov. 13 Plan B
Sat., Nov. 14 Billik

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB
EVERY WEEKEND

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Features include Caribou,
Venison, Bison, Quail, Squab,

Wild Boar, Rabbit & other select game

Don’t forget to book your Christmas party - space fi lls up fast!

November is
Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Features include Caribou,Features include Caribou,
Venison, Bison, Quail, Squab,Venison, Bison, Quail, Squab,

November isNovember is

Game Month

Downtown Aurora 
15117 Yonge St. 905.713.1501

MR MENSWEAR

Tigers take first in the North with sixth straight win
By Jake Courtepatte

Seven games into his reign as head 
coach of  the Junior A Aurora Tigers, 
Thomas Milne is the talk of  the town.

A mediocre 6-5-0-2 start to the season 
saw Milne replace the short-tenured 
Mark Joslin in his position, and the 
new bench boss has impressed his 
employers enough to be named the 
team’s new General Manager.

Behind the bench for his fourth 
game, Milne saw the Tigers take down 
the OJHL’s top team Wednesday, the 
Trenton Golden Hawks.

Despite being badly outshot in the 
third period, Alex Brooks-Potts held on 
for a 3 – 2 victory to secure the Tigers’ 
fourth win in a row, stopping 30 of  the 
32 shots he faced in the match.

He was back between the pipes Friday 
at the Aurora Community Centre, 
taking on the visiting Stouffville Spirit. 
James Thomson potted his second of  
the year just a few minutes into the 
contest, taking advantage of  an errant 
kneeing penalty early on. 

With the score tied at one in the 
second period, Evan Kearns scored 
the Tigers’ second powerplay goal 
of  the game to give them a 2 – 1 
lead. Stouffville tied the game with 
Keegan Matthew in the box late in the 
second period, making way for Alex 
Formenton to earn the game-winning 
goal for the Tigers midway through the 
third period.

Hallowe’en night’s matchup with the 
Pickering Panthers was a bit spooky, 
with the Panthers tying the game at two 

midway through the final frame. But it 
was the veteran Kyle Locke who scored 
his first goal in a month with under two 
minutes to play, earning himself  the 
first star of  the game.

“He’s been a clutch player when 
we need him,” said Milne of  his 
defenceman. “He’s a big guy, and he’s 
not afraid to throw his weight around, 
but can still make the play.”

Under Milne, the Tigers have now 
gone an impressive 6-0-1, moving into 
first place in the Ontario Junior Hockey 
League’s north division. Their 12-5-0-3 
record puts them three points up on the 
second place Markham Royals.

“It’s a good feeling,” said Milne. 
“This team has the potential to be 
the best, and it’s good to see everyone 
performing at that level.”

A large portion of  their return to 
form can be attributed to their return 
to the disciplined hockey that earned 
them the 2014-15 regular season title, 
a turn in the right direction from the 
penalty-laden start the Tigers had to 
the season.

“Five-on-five, we’re one of  the best 
teams out there,” said Milne. “We can 
show how good we are without putting 
players in the box.”

It’s a triple-header this weekend 
for the Tigers who host the Kingston 
Voyageurs on Friday and the Markham 
Royals on Saturday. They move to 
Whitby to face the Fury on Sunday 
afternoon.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

(Above) Alex Brooks-
Potts has won four 
games in a row while 
the Aurora Tigers enjoy 
a six-game win streak. 
Brooks-Potts is now 
9-6-0-1 on the year. (Be-
low) The Aurora Tigers 
are 6-0-1 since head 
coach Thomas Milne 
(centre) took over the 
reins from the fired 
Mark Joslin. The Tigers 
defeated the Pickering 
Panthers 3 - 2 at the Au-
rora Community Centre 
Saturday night. 

Auroran photos by Jake 
Courtepatte
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On November 11, let us remember all the men  
and women who have bravely served our great 
country so that we can enjoy a better life today.

In addition, let’s continue to understand that the 
actions we take today and the plans we make for 
tomorrow can have a significant impact on our 
own futures.

Please Take a Moment.

In remembrance, we are.

www.edwardjones.com

Member – Canadian  
Investor Protection Fund

Marcello R Infante
Financial Advisor
.

9 Borealis Ave
Suite 6
Aurora, ON L4G  0R5
905-713-3338

Lenses
 and much more!

*

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

$165
for a 

Month of Lessons
Only

From beginner 

to advanced, 

we have something 

for everyone.

Call us for more information 

and  book a tour today!

NOW ON!
REGISTRATION
Fall

PUBLIC NOTICE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER 

ANY PERSON may attend a public information session at the Oak ridges Community Centre—
12895 Bayview Ave, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3G2 from 6:00—7:00 p.m. on Monday December 
7, 2015. Written submissions to the individual listed below must be made by 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday December 11, 2015 with respect to this matter.   

Bell Mobility - contracted to: 

Shehryar Khan 
FONTUR International Inc. 
 
70 East Beaver Creek Rd, Suite 22 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 1J2 
 
Fax: 866-234-7873 
Email: w3661.bell.info@fonturinternational.com  

Town of Aurora contact: 

Marty Rokos, MCIP, RPP 
Planner, Planning & Development Services 

Town of Aurora 
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1 

Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4350 
Fax: 905-726-4736 
mrokos@aurora.ca  

Bell Mobility Inc. in accordance with its    
obligations under the Radiocommunications 
Act and Industry Canada procedure          
CPC-2-0-03 (2014), hereby notifies the    
residents in the vicinity of 1360 Bloomington 
Road, Aurora, Ontario of its intentions to 
develop a Telecommunications Tower at the 
location shown below consisting of : 

 A 40 metre Telecommunication  
Tower 

 An equipment cabinet at the base, 
 and perimeter fencing 

 
On  1360 Bloomington Road, Aurora, Ontario 

40 Metre Self-Support Tower   

1360 Bloomington Road 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the approval of telecommunication facilities and their design are 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Government of Canada through Industry Canada.  The  
Town of Aurora has no jurisdiction other than as a commenting body to Industry Canada and 
the applicant. 

 

Bloomington Rd 

Hw
y 404 

Vandorf Sideroad 

Leslie St 
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Saints football drops to second after loss in final week
By Jake Courtepatte

One week after taking down the 
previously unbeaten Trinity College 

School Bears, the St. Andrew’s College 
(SAC) varsity Saints football team was 
on home field Saturday in a winner-
takes-first rematch on the final day of  

the regular season.
As was the case in their first 

matchup, an explosive offence was the 
determining factor for both sides. With 
the Saints kicking off  first, the Bears 
were able to return the ball all the way 
to the 50-yard line. Linebacker Gregor 
MacKeller broke through the offensive 
line to force the Bears’ quarterback to 
throw the ball away on first down, but a 
nice lateral pass on second down fooled 
the Saints’ defence as the Bears took it 
to the house for a 7 – 0 score less than a 
minute in.

On the second play of  the Saints’ 
ensuing drive, quarterback Ben 
Schmidt ran a nice draw play down the 
right side for a huge gain, but failed to 
continue the drive. They then forced 
the Bears to punt from their own end, 
starting their next attempt with a 
wonderful one-handed catch from tight 
end Andrew Biddell who rumbled 30 
yards to almost reach scoring position. 

A stroke of  bad luck forced the Saints 
to once again punt, after an offside on 
third down.

Less than a minute later, the Bears 
quarterback produced his own draw 
play by ducking and weaving his way 50 
yards to the house for a 14 – 0 lead at the 
end of  the first quarter.

Desperate to get on the board, Walter 
Karabin brought the Saints to within 
striking distance with a long rush of  
his own to start the second quarter. But 
a long Hail Mary pass to wide receiver 
Will Sirman on third down was just 
missed in the end zone, sending the 
defence back onto the field.

With frustration setting in, an 
unnecessary roughness call on the 

following play sent the Saints defence 
back fifteen yards, leading to a huge 50-
yard touchdown pass to bring the lead 
to 21 – 0.

The offence continued to struggle on 
the next drive, unable to escape their 
own end and eventually taking a knee 
in the end zone for a 23 – 0 score.

They were finally able to get on the 
board in the second half, but by then it 
was too late, dropping the contest by a 
score of  45 – 28.

SAC finished the season with a 4 – 2 
division record.

With the loss, the Saints will now 
host the third-place Upper Canada 
College Blues in the CISAA semi-final, 
who ended the regular season with a 2-4-
0 record. The Saints were 1 – 1 against 
the Blues this season, most recently 
putting on an offensive show in a 52 – 32 
win at home in early October.

A win would have the Saints in the 
championship matchup next Tuesday.

AHS Eagles hold off Cougars to stay undefeated 
By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora High School Eagles 
girls’ varsity basketball team was 
able to stomp a comeback from the 
Keswick Cougars on Monday to stay 
undefeated in YRAA action.

Holding their opponents to less than 
thirty points in each of  their seven 
wins so far this season, the Eagles 
were able to box out their opponents 
in the first quarter, forcing outside 
shots that proved unsuccessful.

They jumped out to a 10 – 1 lead to 
start the contest, marked by two three-
pointers within the first five minutes. 
Another three in the final minute of  

the first quarter gave the Eagles a 
dominating 15- 3 lead heading into the 
first intermission.

A timeout by the 2 – 5 Cougars at the 
start of  the second quarter slowed the 
Eagles’ pace, evening up the play for a 
21- 10 Aurora lead after the first half.

They once again dominated the 
third quarter, allowing only one shot 
from the field and a free throw into 
their basket. The Eagles opened up 
a 29 – 13 lead before the fourth and 
final quarter, marked by a last-second 
rebound at the buzzer.

Another timeout by the Cougars 
in the fourth put the quarter in their 
possession, at one point closing the 
gap to just seven points. But the 
differential proved to be enough, as 
the Eagles hung on to a 33 – 21 victory 
to end their season.

With the win, the Eagles finish 
the regular season holding onto a 
perfect 8 – 0 record, finishing atop 
the YRAA’s North division. Their 
101 point differential throughout the 
season was the highest of  the league’s 
35 schools.

The Eagles are one of  three 
teams to finish the year undefeated, 
accompanying both St. Joan of  Arc 
and St. Robert.

They are yet to learn their opponent 
for the opening game of  the playoff  
bracket later this week.

For schedules and standings, check 
out www.yraa.com.

The Aurora High School Eagles finished off their 
regular season with a 33 - 21 win over the Keswick 
Cougars to bring their record to a perfect 8 - 0. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

The St. Andrew’s College Saints finished second in 
the CISAA football regular season after a 45 - 28 
loss at home to Trinity College on Saturday.
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By Brock Weir

Some come to learn, others come to 
connect, and some still come for a place 
to get warm or a quiet place to work.

Last year, Cindy Shaver of  the 
Aurora Public Library (APL) found this 
last point in particular to be true.

Camera in hand, she wandered 
around the Library taking photos 
when she happened upon two thirty-
somethings hard at work. When she 
asked them what they were up to, they 
explained they were entrepreneurs 
looking to take their business to the 
next level.

“Sometimes [being an entrepreneur] 
is isolating and they wished there was 
something where young entrepreneurs 
could get that spark and share 
ideas,” says Reccia Mandelcorn 
of  APL. “Cindy was intrigued, as 
was I, and I thought this would be a 
really interesting project to take on.” 
Enter four area entrepreneurs who 
decided to take their work into  
their own hands, hitting upon a 
winning formula in the process. These 
individuals are set to bring their 
success stories to the Library next 
Thursday, November 12, for a TED Talk 
dubbed “Entrepreneurs in Residence: 
Powering Innovation.”

Running from 7- 8.30 p.m., the talk 
features James Chang of  StartUp 
York, Paul Dutton, President and CEO 
of  Snap’d, fitness and lifestyle expert 
Jennifer Ettinger, and publisher James 
Tonn.

“We heard Markham Library 
had taken on an Entrepreneur in 
Residence program along with Start-Up 
York,” explains Ms. Mandelcorn. “[In 
selecting the four speakers] the theme 
was people who could tell good stories. 
Part of  it is the entrepreneurial spirit 
and powering innovation, and part of  it 
is really a human interest story about 
how someone breaks through a mold 
and tries something new.”

Mr. Chang, for instance, was a 
husband and father who left his job as 
an executive to be his own boss. He is 
now a business coach and consultant 
working with young people, and others 
who are “starting new adventures” 
to connect them with resources and 
funding. He will be speaking about 
how he was able to break away from 

something that was very secure and 
“corporate” to develop something on 
his own. 

Mr. Dutton’s experience in expanding 
one photo-based newspaper to what is 
becoming a worldwide newspaper chain 
will speak about how a different idea 
can really grow, she says. The same can 
be said about Ms. Ettinger, who took 
her interest in fitness and women’s 
issues and parlayed that into an entire 
philosophy based around women and 
their dreams. 

If  you have visited Cineplex recently 
to see the Matt Damon movie, The 
Martian, Mr. Tonn had a hand in that 
through his own start-up. Leaving a 
job in municipal procurement, he co-
founded an e-publishing company that 
took on the novel on which the movie 
is based. 

“He’s soaring,” says Ms. Mandelcorn. 
“Again, he had something really secure 
and growing and he just decided to 
leave because it was always something 
he wanted to do. They are not going to 
be coming to talk about their business, 
because that is not what this is about. 
It is about the journey of  innovation. 
Even if  you are not interested in 

starting your own business, it really is 
a human interest story. These people 
are all adventurers and that is what we 
hope people will take away. Some will 
take away concrete information about 
what they might want to do if  they 
want to break free. 

“This is a nice, solid start of  people 
who have experienced journeys and 
we hope other people will be brave in 
helping others break through,” she 
adds, noting she hopes this is the first 
in an ongoing entrepreneurial series. 
“And this just goes back to those two 
young men Cindy met that day who 
said there were other entrepreneurs 
out there but didn’t know how to meet 
them.”

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4347

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Wednesday, November 25 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment Applications 
   to allow 126 stacked back-to-back condominium townhouse units in six separate  
   buildings, on the 1.1 hectare site. A site plan application has also been submitted 
   on the subject lands (File: SP-2015-08).

PROPERTY:  15278 Yonge Street 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 17, 18, 19 and 21, Plan 246, Part Lots 15 and 16, Plan 36, Lot 7,  
   Part Lots 6 D, E and F, Parts 1 to 3, 65R-31549

APPLICANT:  Carpino Construction Inc. 

FILE NUMBER:  OPA-2015-04 and ZBA-2015-10

 
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Additional information may be obtained from Drew MacMartin of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4347, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed 
to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you make 
a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and 
may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town Clerk at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

OFFICIAL PLAN (O. REG. 543/06), ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, or before the by-law is passed, the 
person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora or The Regional 
Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submission to  
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, or before the by-law is passed, the 
person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board 
unless is the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party. 

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Official Plan Amendment, Zoning 
By-law Amendment, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of 
Planning & Development Services. 

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4350

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Wednesday, November 25 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment Application to allow 
   the existing three lots to be severed to permit the creation of five new single  
   detached dwelling lots with site-specific zoning provisions.

PROPERTY:  7, 15 and 19 Cousins Drive

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 25, 26 and 27, Registered Plan 340

APPLICANT:  Nunzio Grossi 

FILE NUMBER:  ZBA-2015-12

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Additional information may be obtained from Marty Rokos of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4350, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed 
to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you make 
a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and 
may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town Clerk at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The 
Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4350

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Wednesday, November 25 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted a Zoning By-law Amendment Application to allow a  
   day nursery use in an M1 Zone with site specific zoning provisions. There is a  
   Site Plan Application currently filed with The Town of Aurora on the subject lands  
   (File: SP-2015-09).

PROPERTY:  138 Centre Street 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part Lot 2, Plan 107

APPLICANT:  Small Steps Programs Inc.

FILE NUMBER:  ZBA-2015-11

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Additional information may be obtained from Marty Rokos of the Planning & Development Services department 
at 905-727-3123, ext. 4350, Monday to Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed 
to the Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to 
planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

PRIVACY INFORMATION:

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you make 
a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and 
may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town Clerk at 
905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

ZONING BY-LAW (O. REG. 545/06):

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Entrepreneurs, adventurers set to “power” you up at  
library next week

He had something really secure 
and growing and he just decided 
to leave because it was always 

something he wanted to do.  
They are not going to be coming  

to talk about their business, 
because that is not what this is 
about. It is about the journey  

of innovation.
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Aurorian

Phase 1B
Grand Opening

A  C h r i s t i a n  S e n i o r s  L i f e s t y l e  C o m m u n i t y

A Non-profit Christian Residence  
York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc.

www.themeadowsofaurora.com
905 503-5560

is now selling  
for 2017 Occupancy

NEXT PHASE

Prices from $299,000*

Next Phase  
Grand  
Opening  
with Prices starting at $299,000*  
NON-PROFIT, substantially below market values

Next Phase  

www.themeadowsofaurora.com

Presentation Centre
Grand Opening Hours:

•	Saturday,	Oct.	31  
 10 am-4 pm
•	Wednesday,	Nov.	4 
 10 am-8 pm  
•	Saturday,	Nov.	7 
 10 am-4 pm 

 15221 Yonge St. 
 in downtown  
 Aurora

Building site is located at 
15600 Leslie Street, Aurora

A
Next Phase Grand Opening 
at 15221 Yonge Street in Downtown Aurora
•	Pre-construction	pricing	starting	at	$299,000*	with	2017	occupancy
•	25%+	savings	for	purchasers—dramatically	below	comparable	 
 Aurora housing developments 
• unique ‘Life Lease’ purchase program, carefully  
 managed and structured through a non-profit corporation
• Special one-time bonus waiver of monthly fees* for  
 initial six-month period  (*on remaining Phase 1A units  
 available for 2016 Occupancy)
• a community of caring Christian seniors, all within a  
 safe and secure living environment 
• superbly located near Highway#404 on Leslie Street,  
 close to retail, recreation, medical facilities, area  
 churches, golf courses and the Aurora GO Train station
• tranquil York Region forest setting with ponds and trails    
• quality construction throughout, state-of-the-art facilities

For SENIORS

* for 740 sq ft one-bedroom unit

905-726-4132

November 28 - 4 Saturdays

NEXT COURSES START:

G2 ROAD 
TEST PASS 
GUARANTEE!!

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CRossWoRd pUZZLE

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyerʼs organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noahʼs boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists  ̓workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses  ̓elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Todayʼs” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect

Council gives green light to $12.4 million Capital Budget
By Brock Weir

Councillors began meeting this 
week to tackle Aurora’s 2016 Operating 
Budget, the portion of  the financial 
picture that directly impacts your tax 
rate.

Monday’s meeting came on the heels 
of  local lawmakers giving the green 
light to a $12.4 million Capital Budget 
focusing on repair and replacement 
of  existing municipal assets, new 
projects to handle Aurora’s growth, 
and further studies.

The Capital Budget is funded 
primarily from Aurora’s reserve 
accounts, which means taxpayers will 
not see a direct hit on their property 
tax bill for the projects contained 
within the plan.

“As a result of  the concept of  a Cash 
to Capital reserve allocation from the 
tax levy, and the internal funding 
of  capital coming from resultant 
infrastructure and other reserves, 
there is no longer a direct impact on 
the tax rate by the capital budget,” 
said Town Treasurer Dan Elliott in 
a report to Council. “As such, the 
[Finance] Committee recommended a 

capital budget that is driven by asset 
need rather than impact on taxes.”

Among these projects are $8.3 
million worth of  items falling 
under the banner of  Repair and 
Replacement Infrastructure. These 
include funds to improve the Aurora 
Community Centre, Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, and the old 
Aurora Armoury at Town Park. 
Additional items include repaving 
and reconstruction on a number of  
Aurora streets including segments 
of  Industrial Parkway, Murray Drive, 
Haida Drive, and Catherine Avenue.

Larger ticket items include the 
retrofitting of  a dam within the 
land designated for the Aurora 
Wildlife Park (also known as the Ivy 
Jay Nature Reserve), playground 
replacement at James Lloyd Park, a 
new study on parks and trails signage, 
and the resurfacing of  a number of  
municipally-owned tennis courts.

Growth and New Capital projects 
account for just over $3.7 million of  
the capital budget, incorporating such 
initiatives as the implementation of  
a new customer care centre in the 
municipality, a new street sweeper, 
new sidewalks on Industrial Parkway 
North, and a new sanitary sewer 
on Leslie Street to service the 2C 
development.

While these numbers received 
Council approval last week, 
Councillors cautioned these numbers 
could fluctuate in the months 
ahead as initiatives could be added 
or subtracted from the equation, 
including projects that might 
emerge from the updated Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, which is set 
to be presented to Council over the 
next few months.

“There may be initiatives or projects 
we want to move forward in 2016 and 
[the department] could simply bring 
forward a report and identify a source 
of  funding out of  reserves that can be 
added to it,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “I see a similar thing with 
some of  the initiatives around the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex as 

well. Even though we are approving 
the final report for the capital budget, 
it doesn’t prevent us from adding 
objects throughout the year as long as 
Council is willing.”

Others, however, pointed out the 
principle of  reserves ensuring the 
Capital Budget has little to no impact 
on the tax rate is not quite as simple 
as that. 

“Would it be fair to say there is a 
direct impact that all that money is 
coming from the tax base even though 
it is being put into a reserve and 
being taken out of  a reserve?” asked 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

From the perspective of  Mr. Elliott, 
it depends on your point of  view.

“I think notionally what we’re 
trying to do is separate the Capital 
Budget from the tax operating budget 
in that this one simply makes a lump 
sum cash contribution towards the 
capital program and the capital 
program sits on its own,” he said. 
“This way we’re not in the business 
of  seeking capital projects to delete 
any effort to reduce a tax budget 
impact. It allows for much better, 
sound infrastructure decisions on 
the capital program and it allows us 
to focus on ramping up those capital 
contributions to reserves from the tax 
fund when we know we need to. It is 
true there is a significant component 
of  tax funds that fund our capital 
program.”

And, if  things stay as they are, 
there will be enough money to go 
around for Aurora’s Ten-Year Capital 
Investment Plan, noted Mr. Elliott’s 
report. Aurora will require a capital 
investment of  $205 million over the 
next decade – breaking down into $106 
million for repair and replacement, 
$95 million for growth, and $3 million 
for studies.

“This plan is achievable financially, 
provided Council continues its 
present practice of  increasing annual 
contributions to infrastructure 
reserves by 1 per cent of  the tax levy 
each year for at least the next 10 
years,” he said.
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THERE’S  HELP 
 FOR  LOW-INCOME  
 HOUSEHOLDS

NEW Ontario Electricity 
Support Program.

OntarioElectricitySupport.caApply Now. 1-855-831-8151 ( toll-free 
within Ontario)

You may qualify for a 
reduction on your electricity 
bill. It could be reduced by 
$30 to $50 each month.  

Here’s how it works: 
Low-income households 
can receive a credit on 
each electricity bill. The 
amount will depend on how 
many people live in your 
home and your combined 
household income.

Ontario Energy Board

OEB Newspaper – English
Size: 11 x 10.714”
Colour: CMYK – (Reference PMS 122) and Black
Bleed: none
Notes: Border is part of the artwork and should be printed

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

There are also benefits now.

With life  
insurance,  
the benefits 
live on.

1203076CN.2

I’ll show you how life  
insurance can come in  
handy for more immediate 
family needs, like post-
secondary education. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE®. 
CALL ME TODAY.

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by 
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by 

Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by 
Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company. 

Neo Lakkotrypis, Agent
835 O'Connor Drive

East York, ON  M4B 2S7
Bus: 416-759-0636   Toll Free: 888-759-0636

neo@neolakko.com

all at the target given to us by way of  
a modest increase of  1.8 per cent over 
the 2015 budget,” said Patrick Moyle, 
Aurora’s interim CAO. “This proposed 
amount matches the lowest increase 
following the collapse of  the markets 
in 2008 and the lowest tax increase in 
the last 13 years.”

Much of  the kudos, he said, can be 
directed towards the Town’s Finance 
Advisory Committee who have worked 
to streamline the budget process and 
make it easier for the general public to 
participate in and understand.

It takes into account developing a 
10-year capital investment plan to get a 
better handle on expenses and projects 
that will need to be tackled and budgeted 
for on the horizon, anticipate future 
growth over the next decade, and a new 
bylaw governing Development Charges 
(fees paid by incoming property 
developers to account for future 
demands on municipal resources) “to 
ensure growth for the most part pays 
for growth,” said Mr. Moyle.

Council setting a target was 
“exceedingly helpful” in directing 
municipal directors in developing their 
budgets, he added, noting they worked 
very hard to meet a “challenging 
yet realistic” target that was also a 
balanced budget aimed at maintaining 
and improving service levels wherever 
possible, reducing Aurora’s reliance on 
interest from the Hydro Reserves as a 
buffer for the tax rate, and making staff  
use their resources more efficiently.

“The cost of  human resources is 
a significant part of  the operating 
budget,” said Mr. Moyle. “Adding 
to the full-time staff  complement 
obviously increases the costs and, in 
my view, should always be viewed as a 
last resort.”

The staff  complement at Town Hall 
is not the biggest impact hitting this 
year’s budget. 30 per cent of  this year’s 
plan can be attributed to infrastructure, 
while 1.3 per cent of  the tax hike (or 25 
per cent of  the overall operating budget, 

or $10 million) can be attributed to 
growth at Central York Fire Services, 
the fire department governed jointly 
by Aurora and Newmarket.

A further 1 per cent of  the tax 
pressure comes from contributions to 
capital reserves, 2.4 per cent for “other 
changes”, and half  a per cent from 
reducing money skimmed off  Hydro 
interest. This might come to an overall 
tax pressure of  5.2 per cent, but this is 
knocked back to 1.8 taking into account 
a 3.4 per cent rise in taxes from new 
growth within Aurora.

“This is not a tax increase, it is called 
a ‘tax expansion’ because there are 
more people paying the same amount 
of  tax as the prior year,” said Town 
Treasurer Dan Elliott.

As Council set the target, they were, 
of  course, pleased overall with the 
numbers presented to them this week. 
While Councillor Wendy Gaertner 
questioned the statement that “growth 
pays for itself” as it doesn’t quite hit the 
100 per cent mark and Councillor Paul 
Pirri noted there is still a bit of  wiggle 
room on the final number, others said 
this was the right budget for today.

“This is the sort of  budget we needed 
and with Mr. Moyle it has come,” 
said Councillor John Abel. “It is a 
combination of  what we were trying 
to do and then effectively doing it this 
year.”

Added Councillor Tom Mrakas: 
“I think staff  did a great job; we set 
a target, they met the target, the 
staff  levels are maintained or better. 
We have held the line on new hires, 
instituted a vacancy control program 
to look for efficiencies and I think it 
puts us in a great position today and 
for the future.”

Budget talks continue on Monday, 
November 16, at 5 p.m. with 
presentations from the Aurora Public 
Library, Aurora Cultural Centre and 
Aurora Historical Society. The session 
takes place in Council chambers and 
members of  the public are encouraged 
to attend and provide input.

Newcomers offset Aurora’s  
tax pressures
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PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($32) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3:30pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
250 regular 

and 
150 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

Province sets 10-year target to eliminate chronic 
homelessness

By Brock Weir

Ontario has set an “aggressive” 
target to reduce chronic homelessness 
within 10 years, a target welcomed by 
Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard.

Mr. Ballard was on hand for the 
release of  a report bringing together 
the findings of  the Province’s Expert 
Panel on Homelessness, established 
this past January, to provide advice 
and set goals on ending homelessness 
under Ontario’s Poverty Reduction 
Strategy.

The report acknowledges 
homelessness is a “complex” program 
in need of  “progressive” action.

Focusing on the four key areas of  
youth and aboriginal homelessness, 
homelessness following transition 
from places like jails and hospitals, and 
chronic homelessness, the latter was 

zeroed in for the 10-year target which 
will see $10 million over two years to 
the Local Poverty Reduction Fund.

But, according to Mr. Ballard, the 
recommendations also pave the way for 
a “Made in York Region” solution.

“There have been so many studies 
and reports done on homelessness in the 
Region and we need to see action,” says 
Mr. Ballard. “Unlike other reports, the 
government accepted this report and 
turned around and has immediately set 
an ambitious target. That left the panel 
members very pleased, if  not mildly 
stunned that we moved that quickly. 
Even within our own caucus, people 
were pleased: enough talk, it’s time for 
action.

“We are allowing for a Made in York 
Region solution so we’re not dictating 
exactly how the regions are to spend 
the money. It is obviously to spend on 

housing vulnerable citizens, but we’re 
not being overly descriptive in terms of  
how they spend it.”

One such example he cited is Belinda’s 
Place, the upcoming shelter for single 
homeless women slated to open soon 
in Newmarket. Municipalities, he said, 
have spoken out on wanting to be able 
to designate funds to programs that 
work in their own area, rather than 
being told “what to do” by the Province.

Another area this report touches 
upon where others have failed is 
devising a proposed “definition” of  
homelessness, which has been accepted 
as a baseline for the Province. 

“We have heard that one size does 
not fit all and we have adopted that 
model,” says Mr. Ballard. “We will be 
working with the different regions 
and municipalities to ensure that on a 
regular basis they count homelessness 

so we can track. What I have heard time 
and time again [in Newmarket-Aurora] 
is the need to make sure our youth are 
housed and that homelessness [here] is 
something we by and large don’t see. We 
have shelters, but it is not as visible an 
issue than in, say, Toronto’s downtown 
core. 

“Homeless youth tend to be couch 
surfing. They tend to go and hang out 
in Toronto. They leave this area and 
head south. What I heard from places 
like Covenant House is we need to work 
on making sure that youth who are at 
risk of  fleeing our communities are 
supported and allowed to stay safely 
in Newmarket and Aurora. We have 
to keep them from getting to Toronto 
because when they get to Toronto really 
bad things happen and it can take years 
to straighten them out and get their 
lives back together again.”

RBC ETFs

Join us for an informative Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) strategy session with Trevor 
Cummings, Head of Business Development, Exchange Traded Funds. Trevor will 

explain how RBC Global Asset Management’s unique ETF investment process:

 § Leverages quantitative strategies to lower portfolio volatility
 § Enhances portfolio cash flow by generating tax-effective dividend income
 §  Structures a yield-enhancing bond portfolio to help meet your fixed income needs 
 § Provides access to global markets to increase portfolio diversification

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which 
are affi liated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a 
member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion 
Securities Inc. 2015. All rights reserved.

Paid for in part by RBC Global Asset Management Inc. Commissions, management fees and 
expenses all may be associated with investments in exchange-traded funds (ETFs). Please read 
the prospectus or Fund Facts document before investing. ETFs are not guaranteed, their values 
change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. ETF units are bought and sold at 
market price on a stock exchange and brokerage commissions will reduce returns. RBC ETFs do 
not seek to return any predetermined amount at maturity. Index returns do not represent RBC ETF 
returns. RBC ETFs are managed by RBC Global Asset Management Inc., an indirect wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Royal Bank of Canada.

SMART, INNOVATIVE AND COST-EFFECTIVE ETF 
SOLUTIONS FROM AN INDUSTRY LEADER

The next step in the evolution of investing

SPONSORED IN PART BY

RSVP to: Eileen Vardon by Thursday October 15th, at 905-841-8140 or eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Event details
Date: Thursday November 5, 2015
Location:  St Andrews Valley Golf Course

4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora, ON

Time: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
https://www.standrewsvalley.com/

Light refreshments will be served

Hosted by:  The Exler Wealth Management Group of
RBC Dominion Securities

John Exler, CFP, CIM 

Associate Portfolio Manager
RBC Dominion Securities

Eileen Vardon, PFP 

Associate Investment Advisor
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard, Minister Deb Matthews, and Bruce Rivers, Executive Director of 
Covenant House, attend the launch of the recommendations stemming from Ontario’s Expert Advisory 
panel on Homelessness. The launch was held in Toronto. 

supplied photo
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We invite you to join us for these

UPCOMING EVENTS

• Well-appointed studios, one & two bedroom suites
(some with balconies and dens)

• Freshly prepared meals and snacks

• Exceptional amenities including fitness centre,

library, billiards, piano lounge, licensed bar, bistro,

theatre, salon & spa • 24 hr Healthcare supervision

• Award-winning services

before the snow hits!

Stay warm with us...

Short Term Respite & Hotel Stays Available
To all events - Please bring a non-perishable food item for

the Richmond Hill Food Bank Thank you kindly!

Come in to hear about our
“VERY HOT INCENTIVES” on few suites remaining. 

Hurry and book your tour today!

Richmond Hill Retirement
3rd Annual Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 14TH From 11AM - 4PM
Come and start your Holiday gift shopping. Grab
some fabulous finds and tasty treats!

Elder Abuse Awareness
and its subtleties
Tuesday, November 17TH From 2PM - 3PM
Retired police sergeant Bob Paterson will be here
to give  tips on how to stay safe and enjoy your
independence.

The Aspiring Legends
perform live
Wednesday November 25TH 2PM - 330PM
These local fellows do a terrific live performance.
Come and kick up your heels!

Move Matinee - Black & White 
Sunday, November 29TH From 2PM - 4PM
A comedy family story with Academy Award winners
Kevin Costner and Olivia Spencer about a custody
dispute over their beloved granddaughter.

Lets Celebrate Fall
Tuesday, November 3RD From 2PM - 4PM
Come have a drink, some tasty treats and dance
the afternoon away with Teresa Marchione
performing live.

905-770-4704  I  70 BERNARD AVE, RICHMOND HILL ON L4C 0W7  I  www.verveseniorliving.com
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Region throws cold water on reduction in water bill increase
By Brock Weir

If  you were expecting next year’s 
increase on your water bill to be 
significantly less than normal, the Region 
of  York has decided to be a wet blanket.

Residents across the Region can 
expect to see their water bills go up 
approximately nine per cent in 2016. 
While that might be down slightly from 
the 10 per cent year-over-year increases 
handed down by the Region over the last 
few years, it is well wide of  the mark 
from the originally forecast four per cent 
increase offered earlier this year.

Fingers can be pointed at the Region’s 
efforts to move towards full cost recovery 
on its water and wastewater systems, 
according to the Regional report before 
Aurora Council last week.

“To meet the fiscal demands of  
maintaining water and wastewater 
infrastructure, effective 2016 the Regional 
portion of  the average household’s 
monthly water and wastewater bill will 
increase nine per cent annually over the 
next five years,” noted the Region. “In 
2021, it will increase by 2.9 per cent. These 
figures do not include the municipal 
portion of  the bill.

“Full cost recovery pricing means 
both residential and business water 
and sewage rates will include all costs 
associated with providing the services of  
supply and treatment of  drinking water 
and treatment of  wastewater prior to it 
re-entering the environment.”

Councillors raised a number of  
issues with the Region’s memo, with 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner questioning 
whether the Region had consulted 

with municipalities about the cost 
recovery program. Mayor Geoff  Dawe, 
Aurora’s representative at the Regional 
table, however said the Region was not 
“trying” to achieve cost recovery, rather 
is mandated by the Province of  Ontario 
to do so.

“I think that is a very important 
element,” he said. “There was a very 
substantial discussion at the Region as 
to doing this because it is a case of  how 
soon do you do the cost recovery versus 
stretching it out,” he said. “Staff  wanted 
to move this to a shorter time period and 
a lot of  Councillors wanted a longer time 
period. The shorter time period requires 
a greater increase and a longer period 
smooths out the increase a little bit, but 
it increases your overall operating costs.”

Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure, added there has been 
consultation with municipal staff  “over 
the last few months” and the increase is 
“geared towards bringing their revenues 
to a state that brings them to a sustainable 
funding model.”

“I was looking forward to a four per 
cent increase this year,” he said. “They 
have re-evaluated their forecast and this 
is the number they have landed on.”

Still, some Councillors were unhappy 
over the situation. Councillor John 
Abel, for instance, said he often hears 
comments from residents that Council 
“has no business increasing their water 
rates” so high. Communication on 
how these water rates are calculated 
for the average taxpayer can help the 
problem, particularly the Region’s role 
as wholesaler for Aurora’s water supply.

“I don’t know that we are 

communicating or that people fully 
understand that we’re being charged 
more, so it is up to us to effectively pass 
that onto the residents,” he said. “It is a 
burden and we are the ones who have to 
carry the bad news, collect [taxes] and it 
will be up to us to explain it.”

Councillor Michael Thompson offered 
a similar view: “It has been a common 

occurrence that the Region has charged 
double digit increases and as a result 
we have just passed those costs onto the 
residents. It is not a complete shock to 
see it at nine per cent, however this year 
we were anticipating lower rates. We can 
always communicate better, for sure, but 
it has been a common theme from the 
Region for years.”

back out with my groceries. By that 
time, my car had rolled forward and was 
wedged against another vehicle.

I waited for the owner to come 
out and when she did, instead of  
exchanging telephone numbers and 
discussing restitution, Sherrin Blandizzi 
nonchalantly shrugged off  my concerns.

 Just to be sure and in case she had a 
change of  mind, I gave her my contact 
info. 

I loved reading her email to me tonight 

(after hubby took a look) suggesting the 
work was minor and that they would 
take care of  it.

I was very moved by this simple act. 
Not because of  the money it saved me, but 
because it was just a really nice reaction 
by someone who, like me, wasn’t having 
the best day.

I am now, and I so it would seem  
that in Aurora, you really are in good 
company. Grazie Sherrin!

Nancy Black
Aurora

lEttERs to  thE  EditoR
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Swipe Right!

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

WITH CANADIAN BLUES ALL STARS

CHUCK JACKSON, JIM BOWSKILL, MATT WEIDINGER,
JOHNNY MAX & JEROME LEVON AVIS

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: PRODUCER LANCE ANDERSON

TICKETS: $60
WWW.AWBF.CA    905-727-3669  

SHOW 8:00 PM

Business-friendly sign bylaw in works but sandwich boards are toast
By Brock Weir

Local businesses looking to increase 
visibility could soon get a shot in the 
arm as Aurora readies to move forward 
with a new business-friendly sign 
bylaw.

It might not sound glamourous, but 

it is a high traffic concern at Town 
Hall as local businesses aim to ramp 
up their business by creating customer 
awareness through signs – only to 
encounter red tape and opposition from 
Town Staff  and local lawmakers.

Council has sent a draft new 
sign bylaw for further input from 
Aurora’s Economic Development 
Advisory Committee (EDAC) and other 
stakeholder groups, tentatively signing 
off  on new provisions that loosen up 
the reins on the number of  wall-signs 
businesses can have on their buildings 
while, on the flipside, tightening up 
restrictions on roadside and “sandwich 
board” advertisements.

“The current bylaw regulates wall 
signs based on maximum area and 
maximum wall coverage,” said Techa 
van Leeuwen, Aurora’s Director of  
Building and Bylaw Services. “It also 
limits the number of  wall signs a 
business may have and in many cases 
businesses are only permitted to have 
one wall sign even if  they are far 
below the thresholds for area and wall 
coverage. 

“Number of  wall signs is the number 
one variance requested as our current 
provisions are restrictive and not 
meeting business needs. Historically, 
these variances have been granted 
for individual businesses and larger 
commercial developments with multi-
tenant buildings. Staff  are proposing to 
limit the number of  signs and regulate 
wall signs on sign area and wall 
coverage.”

On the other hand, sign “pollution” 

from roadside and curbside “sandwich 
board” signs could hit a significant 
setback. Characterised as “visual 
clutter”, these signs are often placed 
on municipal property and can 
create “mobility issues,” said Ms. van 
Leeuwen. 

Current bylaws limit sandwich 
board signs to private property, but 
this is an ideal that is not often met as 
these signs creep outward to maximize 
visibility. The proposed bylaw suggests 
prohibiting these signs with exceptions 
for special events which would then be 
regulated and permitted by Town Hall.

Following Council’s approval last 
week, it will now be referred to EDAC 
and the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
for final comment. 

Councillors were told the objective 
was to provide more “flexibility” and 
a better balance between business 
needs and the overall appearance of  
the community, while streamlining 
the process and cutting down red tape. 
There was also an effort in many areas, 
particularly when it comes to election 
signs, aligning Aurora’s policies with 
those of  the Region of  York. 

While new provisions for election 
signs piqued the interest of  some 
Councillors, others questioned feedback 
received from business owners with 
respect to the sandwich boards.

“We have not heard specifically 

from business owners, but when we 
did meet with EDAC and the Chamber, 
they were very supportive of  removing 
the provision that allows for the 
sandwich board signs,” said Ms. van 
Leeuwen, responding to questions from 
Councillor Michael Thompson. “They 
are not currently permitted to be on the 
Town’s right of  way, but typically they 
are because that is where they get their 
exposure.

“It creates mobility issues, there are 
concerns when the weather kicks up 
they fall over. They can be a trip hazard. 
Those are the kinds of  concerns, as well 
as they can be distracting for drivers.”

Others, such as Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, wondered how these 
sandwich board restrictions would 
be monitored by municipal staff. 
Would staff  be monitoring these signs, 
she asked, or would inspections be 
complaint driven?

In response, Ms. van Leeuwen said a 
six month transition period is proposed 
to reach out to commercial property 
owners and “educate them on the new 
provisions, advise them we will be 
taking an active enforcement approach 
to the new bylaw.”

“I know we want to do everything we 
can to promote small businesses, but 
at the same time, it really doesn’t look 
very good,” said Councillor Gaertner 
on the signs.

The money continues to roll in from the Mayor’s Annual Charity Golf Classic. Here, Mayor Geoff Dawe 
presents a cheque to the Aurora Barbarians Rugby Club, represented here by Daniella Grant and Vyktoria 
Brochu.                                 Aurora photo by diane Buchanan 
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From page 16This week will be a bit of  a 
rant. Yes, a slightly hypocritical 
rant, but a justified rant 
nonetheless.

I am, of  course, talking 
about the holiday creep.  And 
by “holiday”, I mean 
Christmas (and yes, 
it is Christmas, not 
“holiday” season. 
There are indeed other 
holidays of  importance 
occurring at around the 
same time but they are not the source of  
the ever growing tacky, shiny, fat guy in a 
red suit extravaganza of  advertisements. 
That belongs to Christmas. So, Merry 
Christmas.)

Let’s get the hypocrisy out of  the way 
right from the start: I love Christmas. 
I love the decorations, the carols, the 
cheesy movies (come on, who doesn’t love 
White Christmas? Or the Griswolds?), 
the cookies, and of  course the many 
celebrations big and small with family 
and friends. I love it all.  

I even love the special coffee that is 
available only at this time of  the year: 
Spiced Egg Nog from Second Cup. The 
lovely staff  at York University’s Second 
Cup special order boxes of  it just for me. 
I picked up my first box last week and 
have been enjoying my Spiced Egg Nog 
coffee for six days now. I could drink this 
coffee all year long if  it was available. So, 
in my defence, it has nothing to do with 
Christmas – it just so happens that that’s 
the only time spiced egg nog coffee is 
available.

I can’t wait to put up the decorations 
and plan out how I will decorate the 
outside and the inside of  my house 
weeks in advance (apparently, I have 
nothing better to do with my time). So, 
while I am eager to get all Christmassy, 
the point is I DO wait to put it all up. Yes, 

I am restrained by the fact 
that a real Christmas tree 
will be a gigantic fire hazard 
if  I kept it up for months on 
end.

Unlike Costco, I don’t 
put up Christmas 
decorations in August. 
Why? Because it 
is ridiculous to do 
so, and, a wee bit 
offensive truth be told. 
It devalues a holiday 

that is, ultimately, at its core, a religious 
celebration.

Yes, Christmas has become incredibly 
commercialized. It’s been that way for 
quite some time. I get it.  Retailers depend 
on Christmas for over 25% of  their sales. 
Indeed, selling Christmas is vital to the 
retail economy but, my goodness, can 
we hang onto whatever shred of  the real 
meaning of  the day that is left and hold 
off  covering every spare surface in tinsel 
until at least after Remembrance Day?

Remember Remembrance Day?
The one day we mark in remembrance 

of  those who gave their lives in service to 
our country so that we can live our lives 
in freedom? Can we give our veterans 
that much? One day?

The Hudson’s Bay Company flagship 
store on Queen Street already has their 
famous Christmas window displays up. 
They had them up this weekend, fully 
two months in advance of  Christmas. 
I used to look forward to seeing those 
windows. I have since I was a kid.

But now? Not so much. Putting them 
up so far in advance dulls their shine, 
if  you ask me. And that kind of  defeats 
their purpose.

Bah humbug indeed.
Until next week, stay involved, stay 

informed because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

COMING EVENTS
THURsdAy, NovEMBER 5

The Aurora Branch of  the Federated Women’s 
Institute of  Ontario meets tonight from 7.30 – 8.30 p.m. 
at Second Cup (15440 Bayview Avenue) and is open to 
all women. Come and make new friends, learn and 
share new skills, advocate and become involved in 
community change. For more information, contact 
Cheryl at 905-395-4229.

sATURdAy, NovEMBER 7
The Hadley Grange Crafters invite you to their 

annual Craft and Gift Sale today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at 16105 Yonge Street, Aurora. Many crafters, baked 
goods, gifts and snack bar.

* * * * 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (32 Mosley 

Street) will hold their Treasures and Treats Bazaar and 
Craft Sale today from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Homemade baked 
goods, handmade crafts and attic treasures. For more 
information, call Helen at 905-473-6646.

NovEMBER 6 – MARCH 31
The Aurora Historical Society presents the Fourth 

Annual Art at the Manor. For the fourth consecutive 
year, the Society is proud to present Art at the Manor 
at Hillary House National Historic Site. The exhibit 
showcases pieces by local artists who are influenced 
by the world around them. For more information, visit 
www.arorahs.com or contact Erika at 905-727-8991.

NovEMBER 9 – 14
November is National Diabetes Month and the 

Aurora Foot Clinic is doing their part to give back to 
the community by offering free diabetic foot screenings 
this week. It is their hope to provide as many people 
as possible with personalized information about their 
feet that will help them live comfortably with their 
condition. If  you or someone you know is living with 
diabetes or pre-diabetes make some time next week for 
an examination. No referrals are necessary but space 
is limited. Call to schedule your appointment. 905-717-
7172. www.aurorafootclinic.com

FRIdAy, NovEMBER 13
Come and enjoy the health benefits of  Tai Chi at 

the Newmarket Veterans Association Hall (406 Millard 
Avenue) at 9.30 a.m. Classes run for four months. The 
Canadian Tai Chi Academy is a registered charity 
devoted to promoting the practice of  Tai Chi for health 
and relaxation. Positive, non-competitive environment. 
No fitness level required, all ages welcome. For more 
information, call 289-366-9956.

NovEMBER 14 – 15
Take part on the Aurora Artist Studio Tour from 10 

a.m. to 4 .m. featuring thirteen area artists working with 
watercolours, acrylics, photography, sculpture, mixed 
media and jewellery. Featuring: Mariana Badescu, 
Carol J. Beaver, Shirley Binns, Meredith Blunt, Judy 

Bobsin, Margarete Brunner, Ralph Brunner, Deborah 
Campo, Claire D’Aurore, Angela Durante Dukat, Willo 
Rodrigues, Ben Tipton and Christine Valetini. For 
more information, visit ww.aurorastudiotour.com.

sUNdAy, NovEMBER 15
The Queen’s York Rangers Army Cadet Corps 

will host a Spaghetti Fundraising Dinner at the 
Aurora Legion today from 5 – 8 p.m. $15 per person. 
Proceeds will help cadets travel to Vimy Ridge in 2017 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of  the Battle. 
Cadets will follow in the footsteps of  the original 
regiment to experience living history. For more 
information, call Cheryl at 905-726-8600 or visit www.
rangers2799.com.

NovEMBER 19 – 21
Aurora’s Wavestage Theatre Company presents 

Stephen Sondheim’s “Company” at Newmarket 
Theatre. On the night of  his 35th birthday, confirmed 
bachelor Robert contemplates his unmarried state. 
Over the course of  a series of  dinners, drinks, and 
even a wedding, his friends -- “those good and crazy 
people, his married friends” -- explain the pros and 
cons of  taking on a spouse. The habitually single 
Robert is forced to question his adamant retention of  
bachelorhood during a hilarious array of  interactions. 
For show times and ticket information, visit www.
newtix.ca. 

NovEMBER 19 – 22 
The Pine Tree Potters’ Winter Pottery Sale will be 

held on the above dates at the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
22 Church Street. Hours of  operation are Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There is free parking available, 
free admission and a beautiful door prize. A great 
selection of  holiday gift ideas. Visa, Mastercard and 
Interac accepted. For more information, call 905-727-
1278 or visit www.pinetreepotters.ca.

sATURdAy, NovEMBER 21
Newmarket’s Elman W. Campbell Museum will host 

their Christmas Gift Shop Sale today from 9.30 a.m. 
to 2.30 p.m. Get a jump on your Christmas shopping. 
Unique gift, glassware, Christmas decorations, home 
décor and much more. Cash only. Presented by the 
Friends of  the Museum and all proceeds benefit the 
museum. For more information, please call 905-953-5314 
or email elmanmuseum@rogers.com. The museum is 
located at 134 Main Street South.

TUEsdAy, NovEMBER 24
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

(CFUW) Aurora-Newmarket meets today from 7.15 – 9 
p.m. with a presentation by the Aurora United Church 
Chancel Choir and fundraising raffle. Royal Canadian 
Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora. All are 
welcome. For more information, contact Judy Craig at 
905-895-8713.

EUROSTYLE CONDOMINIUMS      $400’s from 
the mid VISIT THE MODEL SUITE AND SALES OFFICE TODAY.  

YOU WON’T MISS A THING! 
This magnificent condo is selling fast and construction is underway. 
Excitement has never been greater for the worry-free, maintenance-

free, amenity-rich condo lifestyle of The Sorrento - with more time for 
family and a great community of new friends to meet.  

Courtyard  •  Swimming Pool  •  Party & Dining Room 
Caterer’s Kitchen  •  BBQ Area  •  Communal Garden 

Fitness Studio & Yoga Room  •  Bocce Court

PRESENTATION CENTRE
11300 YONGE STREET, RICHMOND HILL
289-637-1777  |  info@thesorrento.ca

Renderings are Artists concept. Prices & info subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

HOURS
Monday  -Thursday: 1PM-7PM
Saturday & Sunday: 12PM-5PM 
Friday by appointment only
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25 SUITES
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NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

IT’S THE BEST OF RICHMOND HILL AND IT’S GOING FAST.
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That’s a wrap on another Outdoor Market Season and, since it fell on Hallowe’en, everyone made it an 
affair to remember. (L) Nicole and Market Manager Anna have fun with the latter’s costume. (C) Sheryl 
Thomas of Marquee Theatrical Productions lies in wait as she and her young actors performed a number 
to Michael Jackson’s Thriller. (R) Everyone had a chance to compete in the annual pumpkin carving con-
test.                         Auroran photos by Brock Weir

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Bah Humbug!
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION

COMPUTER REPAIR/INSTALLATION

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   Pruning • Removals 

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

BLINDS AND SHADES
info@cwcoverings.com  905-853-8843

Complete Window Coverings Inc.
• High-Lites
• Vienna / Silhouette
• Faux Wood Blinds
• Rollers / Mesh
• Pleated & Cellular
  Shades
• Venetian
• Romans

FREE SHOP AT HOME

FREE INSTALLATION

50% OFF Selected 
Products

$250 OFFLimited 
Time 
Offer Minimum purchase required.

Cannot be combined with another offer. 

AUTHORIZED DEALER

ROMAN HIGH-LITES

ROLLERSVIENNA/SILHOUETTE

IN-HOUSE/OFFICE COMPUTER DOCTOR
• Trouble shooting/ Virus Repair
• Software/ Hardware Upgrades
• Network Implementing
• Computer Training

DAY OR EVENING 905-252-1300
www.computerdr.ca

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

 Call now for your          in home consultation 

AFFORDABLE BLINDS

905-503-0394
www.affordableblinds.ca

SHUTTERS
• Roller
• Fauxwood 
• Silhouette 
• Honey Comb 

FREE INSTALLATION 
FREE

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 

$1995

or
               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

Winter 
Promotion

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 
Special

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Manufacturer

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOpen for Business

Who does what in our community
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helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

vEHICLEs 
WANTEd/

WRECKING

WE PAY $325-$3000 
for your scrap cars  
& trucks. 24/7/ Free 
towing.  705-500-2844 or  
905-462-1346.

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

rEgiStErEd rE-
cES required for 
local school aged 
child care centres in 
Aurora. Must have  
experience work-
ing with children 
ages 4-12 years. 
Available for part 
time split shift  
Monday to Fri-
day 7 - 9 am and 
3 - 6:30 pm. Please 
contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsday-
carecentres@hot-
mail.com

AurorA Mon-
tESSori ScHool 
requires help for be-
fore/afterschool care 
and lunch program. 
Also required MAC-
TE/AMI/RECE staff  
for classroom supply 
email resume to: info@
auroramontessori.com 
905 841 0065

rESidEntiAl & 
coMMErciAl Real 
Estate Services for 
Aurora & Newmarket  
Liliana Usvat 416-708-
7454 Homelife Eagle  
Realty Inc.

HigH ScHool 
MAtH tutor in Au-
rora Test & Exam Re-
view Homework Help 
University Prepara-
tion Tel 416-309-0143

RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS NEEDED

Competitive wages  •  Vehicle an asset with km paid
Able to work fl exible hours 5-7per day  •  Training provided

Day time hours no evenings or weekends
Take pride in work as well as have good work ethics

Visit our web site at www.spar-clean.ca

CALL SPAR-CLEAN INC. 
905-967-0445 (8am–5pm) for further details.

E X P E r i E n c E d 
MEAt cuttErS 
and labourers wanted.  
Cutting and deboning 
poultry products an 
asset. Labourers, $11-
$14/hr. Butchers with 
minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr.  
Apply to Abate Pack-
ers Ltd by email at: 
jobs@abatepackers.
com or by fax: 519-848-
2793.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

SKYLIGHTS

UPHOLSTERY

WATER
SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee • FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS PLUS 
Residential ~ Commercial 

Bathrooms 
Stucco Ceilings & Repairs

Crown Moulding • Paint/Wallpaper 
Electrical • Plumbing • Ceramics • Flooring 

25 years experience   Jim Shewell | 905-898-2249

Quality Design Upholstering

647-389-0304     647-729-1553
email: qualitydesignuph@gmail.com

Call Today! Free Pick-up & Delivery

Specializing in Re-upholstering,
Custom Furniture, Refi nishing & Restoration

Re-upholster your sofa &
chairs like new!

Commercial & Residential
Antique Restoration

Save
50%

ON QUALITY
FABRICS

WHILE
QUANTITIES

LAST

SENIORSDISCOUNT

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

www.gardhousecontracting.ca

Love where

    you live!

THE AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS

HELp WANTEd

sERvICEs

sERvICEs

sERvICE

AurorA HAir  
SAlon looking for 
full or part-time stylist 
with or without cli-
ents. Call for appt. 905-
727-1369 Ask for Peter.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your Service Open for Business

Who does what in our community

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• HVAC Technician - G-2, 313D,  
ODP, Full Time
• Yard Workers - Full time, Out-
doors, $15.00/hr
• Factory Machine Operators - 
Bolton
• Shop Foreman - Metal Fab Shop - 
Concord - $65K
• Mechanical Assemblers will train - 
$13.25 / hr.
• CNC Machine Operators - Bolton 
-  Night shift
• Manufacturing Supervisors - Col-
lege or University Grads
• Woodworking Machine Operators 
(Kitchen Cabinets)
• Aluminum Welders - MIG, Flux 
Core (CWB) - Concord

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Job description: Aurora, full-time in-home caregiver needed to assist with an  
overweight, school-aged male child. Live in or live out optional. For live in, no charge for 
boarding or lodging. Shift 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. Duties to include: supervision with personal 
hygiene, prepare and serve child with health meals according to diet as outlined by parents. 
Assist with extra school curriculam and light housekeeping. $11.25/hr. based on 40 hrs. 
weekly. 1 year to less than 2 years experience. Completion of high school and vocational 
college training. First Aid & CPR. Contact Rita by fax 905-264-1396.

Imagine the Perfect Part-Time Job

Become a steady part-time School Bus Driver, perform a great 
community service and get paid for it! Ideal for stay-at-home 
parents, retirees and people with fl exible self-employment. 
Parents may be allowed to bring their pre-schoolers along on 
the bus (ask about child ride-along).

FREE TRAINING PROVIDED. Ask about our special limited-
time hiring & training incentives (and more incentives if 
you already have a Class B licence).

Stop imagining & call 1-877-914-KIDS
or email canadajobs@fi rstgroup.com
www.fi rststudentinc.ca
An equal opportunity employer 
that values diversity.

F43-BUR-4803_FIN.indd   1 2015-09-22   10:34 AM

Advertise in  
The Auroran Classifieds

Call 905-727-3300
Ext: 102
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