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• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-55771-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411
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people you trust!

Direct: 905-727-1961

Top 1% in Canada
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Independently owned and operated

York Group 
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symposiumaurora@gmail.com
444 Hollandview Trail, Aurora, 905-503-8899

symposiumcafe.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW DAILY SPECIALS

Every Day!

ALL-DAY 
BREAKFAST

APPETIZER SPECIALS 
4–6 p.m. and 10 p.m. – Close 

Bloody Caesars $4 & Mimosas $5
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Don’t Wait ‘til Spring!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

Hot Tubs, Swim Spas, BBQ’s, Accessories 

75 Mary St.,Unit 12 Aurora    905-713-2317

’S

NO CHARGE 
SNOW TIRES
ON ALL IN-STOCK INVENTORY

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST 

NO CHARGE 
SNOW TIRES

HALLOWEEN SPECIAL

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA (905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

Registered Massage Therapy • Direct Billing
265 Edward St  •  905-900-0760

MassageAddict.ca

* First visit only.

1-Hour 
Massage

Use your health benefits before they expire!

905-727-1941
info@northofthecityhomes.com  |  www.northofthecityhomes.com/

By Brock Weir

Over 100 years ago, there was 
a certain rhythm in Aurora’s 
Downtown Core.

Factories and railways 
surrounding the area punctuated 
the day. Train whistles coming 
in and out of  the station, factory 
workers helping to unload the 
precious cargo, factory whistles and 
shift change bells helped you keep 
track of  the time of  day – but it is 
significantly quieter now.

For some, that might seem like 
a good thing, but for the dozens of  

Community mailbox u-turn 
unlikely in Aurora: Town

By Brock Weir

Canada Post’s decision to halt the 
implementation of  their community 
mailbox program has raised questions 
around Aurora where door-to-door 
delivery was expected to cease at the 
beginning of  the week.

Aurora neighbourhoods still receiving 
door-to-door mail delivery have been 
undergoing a transformation since mid-
August with new community mailboxes 
being installed in many pockets of  the 
community in anticipation of  an official 
fall launch. However, Canada Post 
announced Monday it is “temporarily 

suspending future deployment of  the 
program…to determine the best path 
forward” with the incoming Federal 
Liberal government. 

“Efforts are now underway to place 
the comprehensive program on hold in 
an orderly fashion,” said Canada Post 
in a statement. “This involves roughly 
460,000 addresses across the country 
which are currently in the process to be 
converted to community mailboxes.

“As a result, all conversions planned 
for November and December and those 
announced for 2016 will be placed on 
hold. Customers impacted by this 
decision will receive a letter within the 

next few weeks advising them of  the 
status of  their mail delivery service.”

Aurora’s conversion rate currently 
stands at 90 per cent, according to Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  
Infrastructure, but there is a question 
mark on what will happen with the 
balance.

“It sounds like based on the 
information we have right now they are 
going to continue with the next 10 per cent 
to finish them off,” he says. “Who knows 
if  there [will be a further mandate] from 
Canada Post saying everything must stop 
at the moment, but what we’re hearing 

“I was a darned good MP,”  
says Lois Brown

By Brock Weir

“My mum would be so proud of  me.”
It was a simple, yet emotional 

statement from Lois Brown, 
Newmarket-Aurora’s outgoing 
Member of  Parliament, which neatly 
summed up The Auroran’s post-
election interview with the politician.

It came just days after Ms. Brown lost 
her re-election bid to Liberal candidate 
Kyle Peterson, who is soon to be sworn 
in, and held amidst half-packed boxes 
and disarray in her constituency office 
as she packed up after seven years on 
the job.

It was in this office Ms. Brown said 
she did the work she is most proud of, 
helping constituents with a variety of  

issues, some commonplace and some 
extraordinary.

“We had a call in April from an 
immigration lawyer outside my riding 
and she told me I had a constituent, a 
young man, who was on life support at 
Southlake,” Ms. Brown recalls. “His 
parents, who were here 25 years ago, 
had been deported for their actions 
and she was trying to get them a visa 
to come but to no avail. There was 
no hope, they were essentially just 
waiting for someone to turn off  the 
machines.”

Ms. Brown says she called this man’s 
parents in their home country to say 
she did not see any hope for them to get 
a visa but, in the process, found out he 

WOODLAND 
HORRORS

 
Local youth get into the 
spirit of the spookiness 
that lay ahead as little 
ghosts and goblins began  
arriving at Shepard’s Bush for  
Aurora’s annual Haunted 
Forest. For the goods on the 
ghoulish, gory party, please 
see Page 21. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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   School Safety Lawn Signs 

The Town of Aurora has School Safety Lawn Signs available for display on your 
property to remind drivers to please drive slowly. Lawn signs are available for pick-up 
at Aurora Town Hall, Customer Service, 100 John West Way, between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday to Friday. 

One lawn sign per household. Limited quantity available. First-come-first-serve. For 
more information, please call Access Aurora at 905-727-1375.

The Town of Aurora is pleased to be the first municipality in York Region to introduce 
a School Travel Planning policy. The policy was initiated by the Town’s Infrastructure 
& Environmental Services (Public Works) division and was endorsed by Aurora Town 
Council in late 2013. In partnership with The Regional Municipality of York, The Town 
of Aurora launched a School Safety Campaign in Fall 2014.  To learn more about The 
Town of Aurora’s commitment to safety around our schools and our School Travel 
Planning policy, please visit www.aurora.ca/safe

Town seeks community feedback on 
Youth play-based activities

The Town of Aurora is committed to engaging and empowering 
the youth in our community. The Town provides positive 
opportunities for growth and development through its various 
youth programs and planned activities. Recently, the Parks & 
Recreation department applied for the Youth Friendly Community 
Recognition Program presented by Play Works – Partnership for 
Active and Engaged Youth.  

Over the next several months, the Parks & Recreation department 
will review youth-directed, play-based opportunities to determine 
if Aurora fits the criteria as a Youth-Friendly Community.

The Town has issued an online survey to youth between the ages 
of 13 to 19. The goal of this survey is to assess the social and 
recreational needs of Aurora’s youth and gain feedback on the 
current services being offered. The survey closes on Monday, 
November 16. 

To access the online youth survey, please visit
www.surveymonkey.com/r/AuroraYouth

The Recreation division is also seeking feedback from not-for-
profit agencies, faith-based providers, private businesses and self-
directed groups about positive programs or desired improvements 
in youth programming. The goal of this assessment is to work 
together as a community to ensure Aurora is actively supporting 
and providing opportunities to youth for advancement.

If you would like to provide feedback on this initiative, please call 
Daniel Ridsdale, Youth Programmer at 905-727-3123 ext. 3128 
or email dridsdale@aurora.ca

   Upcoming events at Aurora Public Library 

Documentary Film Festival: TutuMUCH

Date: Thursday, October 29 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

TuTuMUCH is a documentary film that follows nine young 
ballet dancers as they plié, pirouette and compete for highly-
coveted spots in an intensive four-week professional ballet 
summer program at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. Leav-
ing behind their families and friends, often for the first time, 
each girl confronts the painstaking and sometimes rewarding 
realities of actually living her dream.

Location: Magna Room
Audience: Adults
Fee: FREE, just drop in!       

Let’s Read: Halloween is NOT Boring!

Date:    Saturday, October 31 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Join us for crafts, games, and lots of un-boring Halloween 
fun! Please wear your costume!

Ages:   5 years and up!
Fee:     FREE, just drop in!

For more information, please email info@library.aurora.
on.ca or call 905-727-9494 ext.275

Youth Drop-In’s at the Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex (AFLC) 

Come by the Aurora Family Leisure Complex to enjoy our youth 
programs for those 12 to 17 years old. Drop into The Loft for 
FREE or keep active by visiting our gymnasium drop-ins Monday 
to Friday. Visit www.aurora.ca/youthprograms for schedules.

Celebrate your birthday in the pool!

This Fall, consider hosting your birthday at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex (SARC) pool. Enjoy 1-hour in the teaching 
pool and leisure pool with water slide access plus a party room! 

For more information, please call 905-727-3123
ext. 3117 or email poolbirthdayparties@aurora.ca.

The Town of Aurora proclaimed 2015 as the Year of Sport 
in Aurora. Please see the upcoming sport events below that 
support the importance of healthy sport and activities in our 
community.

Event: 3rd Annual Sports Hall of Fame  
 Induction Dinner Celebration
Date: Wednesday, November 4 at 6 p.m.
Location: Cole Hall – St. Andrew’s College

For more information, please visit www.aurorashof.ca

Municipal street tree block pruning

The Parks Division will start its annual winter pruning of roadside 
street trees in November 2015, which will continue until February 
2016. Due to the Town’s extensive tree inventory, residents are 
encouraged to report problems with trees or trees on municipal 
boulevards requiring pruning. Please visit our website at 
www.aurora.ca/trees for a full list of the municipal streets 
affected this year.

If you have any questions regarding the work being done, please 
contact the Parks department at 905-727-1375 ext. 3233.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Job Prep 101 course

Are you between the ages of 14 and 17 in need of a job? Join our 
Job Prep 101 course on Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. starting 
November 5. This four-week program will teach you how to 
complete a job application, help you build your resume, prepare 
you with important interview skills and give you tips to impress a 
prospective employer. The cost is $40.

For more information or to register, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 3128.

Public skating

Fall is a great time to strap on your skates again! 

Visit www.aurora.ca/arenaprograms for details on the Fall public 
skating schedule.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Thursday, October 29 6 p.m. Council Chambers Property Standards Committee
Monday, November 2 5:30 p.m. Council Chambers Special General Committee
    Operating Budget
Tuesday, November 3 9:30 a.m. Newmarket Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, November 3 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee
Wednesday, November 4 7 p.m. Leksand Room Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, November 5 7 p.m. Holland Room Environmental Advisory Committee
Saturday, November 7 9 a.m. Council Chambers Special General Committee
    Operating Budget CANCELLED

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca
 
*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

PUBLIC NOTICES

Rolling Road Closure and Temporary Road Closure 
for Remembrance Day Parade and Remembrance 
Day Service

There will be a rolling closure and temporary road closure with 
police escort for the Remembrance Day parade by The Royal 
Canadian Legion, Branch #385, on Sunday, November 8 from 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ROLLING CLOSURE WITH POLICE ESCORT:
10:20 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. from Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School 
on Dunning Avenue to Yonge Street south (southbound curb lane) 
to the Cenotaph on Yonge Street south of Murray Drive. 

11:50 a.m. from the Cenotaph to Yonge Street (northbound curb 
lane) to Dunning Avenue east to Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School.

ROAD(S) TO BE TEMPORARILY CLOSED:
10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. YONGE STREET WILL BE CLOSED from 
Murray Drive/Edward Street to Allaura Boulevard/Henderson Drive.

Detour route will be Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard.

There will be a temporary road closure for the Remembrance Day 
service by The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch #385, on Tuesday, 
November 11 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ROAD(S) TO BE TEMPORARILY CLOSED:
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. - YONGE STREET WILL BE CLOSED between 
Murray Drive/Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard/Henderson 
Drive.

Detour Route will be Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard.

$ $

$
$

2016 BUDGET

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

Public input is welcome
To speak prior to a budget meeting, we encourage you to register by 
email to csecretariat@aurora.ca or call 905-727-3123 ext. 4227. 
Residents can also sign up in-person prior to each meeting.

All meetings are held at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way.  
Please note, the meeting schedule is subject to change.  
For up-to-date budget information and meeting schedule,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/budget

STATUS TOPIC

Complete
Capital Budget Review 
Monday, September 28 • 7 p.m.

Complete
Capital Budget Review  
Monday, October 5 • 9 a.m.

Next meeting
Operating Budget 
Monday, November 2 • 5:30 p.m.

Upcoming
Operating Budget 
Monday, November 16 • 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Upcoming

Aurora Public Library Board,  
Aurora Cultural Centre Board and  
Aurora Historical Society Board 
Monday, November 16 • 7 p.m.

Upcoming
Budget Review 
Monday, November 23 • 7 p.m.

Upcoming
Council – Budget Approval 
Tuesday, December 8 • 7 p.m.

Interact with us!
Send your comments or questions to The Town of Aurora:

  ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

  @Town_of_Aurora or #aurorabudget2016

  facebook.com/TownofAurora

  905-727-1375

Do you want to learn more about how the 
budget process works? Are you new to Aurora? 
The Operating Budget meeting on Monday, 
November 2 will provide you with an overview 
of Aurora’s budget and budget process! Join us!

YOUR TAX DOLLARS. YOUR SAY.
How would you like to see  

your tax dollars spent?

$ $

$
$

Aurora’s Citizen Budget online survey puts you in the  
driver’s seat, allowing you to make recommendations on  

how much money should be budgeted across a variety of municipal 
service areas. Not only will your input be considered by Council during 

the 2016 budget process, you could win a $250 gift card* for 
Cineplex Odeon theatres in Aurora!

www.aurora.ca/citizenbudget
SURVEY CLOSES ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
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  Briefly

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4343

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora has received the following application under the Planning Act:

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted an application to re-zone the northerly portion of the Owner’s land 
  from R2-95 to O-17 to require a minimum 5 metres of private landscape buffer on residential  
  lots abutting the municipal boundary to The Town of Newmarket. 

PROPERTY:  1280 St. John’s Sideroad 

 
LEGAL DESC.: Part of Lot 26, Concession 2 

APPLICANT: Mattamy (Aurora) Limited  

FILE NUMBER: ZBA-2015-14

CONTACT: Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk of the Planning &  
  Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4343, Monday to Friday from  
  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development  
  Services department at the address noted below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to  
  planning@ aurora.ca. Please quote the file name and number.
 
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the Town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

free seminar

SUPER
NATURAL
LIVING

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 ·10 a .M. TO 11:30
 A.M.

HOME GARDEN
greener

For our last Greener Home and Garden Seminar this 
year, Candice Batista, eco expert and producer for 
The Marilyn Denis Show, will show you how to 
incorporate sustainable environmentally friendly choices 
into your everyday life. She will have great tips and 
information on how to ‘green’ your home, from the 
kitchen to the bathroom, from the bedroom to the 
basement. Every room in the house can contribute  
to a healthier, ‘greener’ home. Small changes with  
big results. We can all do it! 

Register today for this free seminar at  
york.ca/seminars

Newmarket Community Centre and Lions Hall, Hall 1
200 Doug Duncan Dr., Town of Newmarket

information & registration:
york.ca/seminars  
or 1-888-967-5426

#FREESEMINARS

with
Candice Batista

Snowball Hearth
& Home (since 1983)

WOOD • GAS • FIREPLACES • STOVES

1324 Wellington St. W., King City 
905-727-2392

No Power, No Problem.
Engineered to circulate air through 
natural convection, the Valor Horizon 
Fireplace is a highly effi cient fi replace  
without a fan – providing reliable heat, 
even during a power failure.

(Main) Former mayor Tim Jones laughs as he  
unveils the official dedication of the trail bearing 
his name. (Inset) He was joined at the ceremony 
by a host of political colleagues past and present  
including (from left) former councillor Steve  
Hinder, Councillor John Abel, Newmarket- 
Aurora MP-elect Kyle Peterson, former Newmarket  
mayor Tom Taylor, Mayor Geoff Dawe, former 
councillor Bill Hogg, Councillors Paul Pirri and  
Michael Thompson, former councillor Don  
Constable and Councillor Sandra Humfryes. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

“Walk together” on former mayor 
Tim Jones – he won’t mind

By Brock Weir

Crowds of  long-time friends and 
supporters gathered on Aurora’s 
northern edge last week to pay tribute 
to former mayor Tim Jones.

For Mr. Jones, it was an assembly 
of  people with whom he had walked 
throughout his long-running public 
service, whether as politician or 
volunteer, and now he’s more than happy 
to let them walk all over him – at least on 
the newly-minted Tim Jones Trail.

Mayor Geoff  Dawe formally re-
dedicated Aurora’s northern link 
of  the Nokiidaa Trail to one of  his 
predecessors, which connects directly to 
Newmarket’s Tom Taylor Trail, a stretch 
of  path named after the former mayor of  
Newmarket. “Tim is an influential and 
very respected leader in our community, 
and his passion for our Town is 
inspiring,” said Mayor Dawe. “He is 
a strong role model for our residents. 
His enthusiasm for positive change and 
making life better for all walks of  life is 
very inspiring. He motivates us to aim 
higher and achieve more.

“Today, Tim, we honour you for your 
love of  the Town and your commitment 
to making Aurora a better place to live, 
work and play. For all your diligence, 
hard work and determination to enrich 
the many aspects of  Aurora, on behalf  of  
the Town of  Aurora and Town Council, 
it is my extreme pleasure to dedicate 
this trail to former mayor Tim Jones 
and rename it the Tim Jones Trail.”

Mr. Jones’ dedication to public 
service began at a very young age, first 
becoming a youth representative on 
various political bodies and advocacy 
groups, before entering the political 
realm himself  in the area of  parks and 
recreation. Specializing in the world of  
municipal management, he moved to 

Aurora in 1976 serving first on the Town’s 
Parks and Recreation Committee before 
a successful run for Council in 1978.

It was the beginning of  a long-time 
relationship with Town Hall. After 
several terms as a Councillor, he 
subsequently ran for Mayor, a position 
which he held for 12 years until 2006, 
becoming Aurora’s longest-serving 
mayor in the process. In all, he served 
as an elected official for a total of  28 
years.

Following his election defeat in 
2006, he and Mr. Taylor became the 
inaugural community ambassadors for 
Neighbourhood Network, positions in 
which they are still very active. He now 
co-chairs the Character Community 
Foundation and is the Director of  
Development for CHATS (Community 
and Home Assistance to Seniors).

Council first voted to rename a 
portion of  the Nokiidaa Trail in Mr. 
Jones’ honour following a Notice 
of  Motion from Councillor Paul 
Pirri this past winter. For Mr. Jones, 
having a section of  the Nokiidaa Trail 
named in his honour was particularly 
appropriate, all things considered.

“[Nokiidaa] means ‘walking 
together’ and that is meaningful,” he 
said. “With everyone here, we have 
walked together in some shape or form. 
We tried to challenge staff, they tried to 
challenge me, and for that we made it a 
better Town. I am a little biased, but I 
thought we did.”

Paying tribute to his wife, Heather, 
as the “person who has walked with me 
and continues to walk with me through 
life,” he underscored their volunteer 
philosophy, and noted it is a path which 
will endure for years to come.

“For former councillors that have 
walked with me, staff, people that are 
walking with me as a volunteer.”

SOUTHLAKE FOUNDATION MEMBERS RETURN TO REBUILD
Following resignations earlier this year, four members of  the Southlake Foundation Board have returned 

to the fold to “rebuild working relationships between Boards” governing the local hospital. Returning are 
Steve Hinder, Barry Stock, Dr. Charmaine van Schaik and Dave Wattling. Joining them as a new member 
is surgeon Dr. Julius Toth. “We are pleased to have four of  our former members return to their volunteer 
leadership positions on Southlake Foundation’s Board of  Directors,” said Dr. Dave Williams, President and 
CEO of  Southlake. “We are fortunate to have them on our side as we move forward.” Their return followed 
a meeting with outside facilitator Graham Scott who met with parties to get a handle on the “relationship 
breakdown” between the two Boards, said the hospital, adding he helped “accelerate the process of  rebuilding 
trust and their working relationship in order to move forward together in support of  both organizations’ 
shared commitment to deliver advanced, superior healthcare services to the many communities it proudly 
serves.”
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Tanks have no place at 
Cenotaph: former mayor 

Lions Club seeks donations to 
Christmas Drive

Machell’s Corners

Post-mortem Introspection

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

The Aurora Lions Club is a charitable 
organization that has been helping the 
local community since 1944.

The past generosity of  our donors 
have been the key to our success and 
has made it possible for the Aurora 
Lions Club to provide local individuals 
and families in need of  assistance at 
this time of  year.

This year we will again be pairing 
up with the Salvation Army to achieve 
our goal of  helping needy families in 
Aurora.  

Last year, the Aurora Lions served 
over 160 families in Aurora with 
President’s Choice gift cards, bags of  
non-perishable food, gifts and toys.

For the Aurora Lions to provide this 
level of  help to the under privileged 
in our community, we most definitely 
need your support. 

Your donation is desperately needed 
and any size donation is graciously 
appreciated.  We hope we can count on 
your support to help us in this endeavor.

Please make cheques payable to the 
Aurora Lions Club and mail to: Aurora 
Lions Club, 23 Hilldale Rd., Aurora, ON  
L4G 6C9

Time is running short and we truly 
need your support.

For further inquiries, please feel 
free to contact the Aurora Lions at 905-
727-6079 or email us at aurora.a16@
hotmail.com.

We thank you for your support.

Don Lewis 
president, Aurora Lions Club

(Re: Thanks, but no tanks. October 22)

A leaflet published by the Aurora 
War Memorial Board in 1988 provides 
everything anyone might want to 
know of  the history of  the Aurora War 
Memorial and Memorial Garden.

Details are all there, including use 
for a monument, registered against 
title of  the land. 

It cannot be used for any purpose 
except that for which it was acquired. 

No meetings are allowed other 
than approved for the purpose of  
raising  funds for upkeep of  the 
memorial.

The use cannot be stretched to 
include display of  any monument other 
than to commemorate those who died 
in battle never to return home. 

Jacqueline Stuart is the  
acknowledged authority of  Town 
history. Ms. Stuart has informed 
Council of  the history of  the institution 
and why placement of  a war machine is 
not an appropriate use. 

Every year on November 11, the 
gathering grows at the Cenotaph. 
The Town’s oldest and youngest 
residents are there together. Parents 
clearly intend the tradition will be 
continued and memory kept fresh and 
meaningful.

That’s respect. 
The Mayor and Council are in 

attendance to pay their respects.
I can’t believe the intention is to 

disrespect an institution soon to mark 
a century of  Town history. 

Yet, that is exactly the impact of  the 
decision to display a facsimile of  an 
armed military vehicle in that place. 

It does not belong.
It is not welcome. 
It has no place in that space.

Evelyn M. Buck
Aurora

Sometimes in this business you not 
only have to take a few things on the 
chin, other times you also have to take 
one (or two) for the team. So, to my 
media colleagues, you’re welcome. 

Following last Monday’s Federal 
Election, I made an appointment to sit 
down with Lois Brown, Newmarket-
Aurora’s outgoing Member of  
Parliament to conduct a post-election 
post-mortem. (for lack of  a better 
phrase)

The interview took place over 72 
hours since Canadians lowered the 
electoral boom on the Conservative 
government. In that time there had been 
no shortage of  Conservative supporters, 
elected, defeated or otherwise, who had 
come out, knives drawn, in some cases 
looking for blood within their party, 
on just where the campaign ultimately 
took a nose dive. And many of  their 
blades pointed straight to the top. 

So, I thought it was safe to say Ms. 
Brown might have a few words on where 
she felt the campaign went wrong and 
some insight on the Federal campaign 
itself.

Writing this on the following Monday 
afternoon, I’m still not quite sure 
whether I was right or wrong.

“I honestly look at what the media 
did to eviscerate Stephen Harper and 
I think it is unconscionable,” said Ms. 
Brown.

Going into this response, I told her 
during the course of  the campaign 
there were many people who told me 
they had no problem voting for Ms. 
Brown on her record, but just couldn’t 
bring themselves to do it this time 
because it would be a vote for Stephen 
Harper and, at the end of  the day, that 
was just not going to happen.

The question that followed was, 
of  course, “Do you think the Federal 
campaign let you down?”

The question got straight to the point 
and Ms. Brown did the same.

“If  there was one thing I was trained 
as a child, one thing my parents taught 
me is regardless of  whether or not you 
like a person, you will respect them. 
I believe the media has created such 
disrespect for the office of  the Prime 
Minister. I am appalled. I am appalled! 
I don’t know how else to say it. I may 
not agree with you, people are welcome 
to their own opinions, but when the 
media has deliberately, deliberately 
undergone to disrespect, first of  all, 
the office of  the Prime Minister but 

Stephen Harper as Prime Minister, I am 
appalled!”

When pressed for details, Ms. Brown 
cited examples of  “the media” calling 
him “arrogant” and a “liar” and “a 
whole lot more than that” – but there 
was no further elaboration.

“I think the media needs to look 
at their own actions,” she concluded. 
“Whether that will happen, I don’t 
know. It is on their conscience because 
I believe Mr. Harper is a very fine man. 
A very fine man. I think he is one of  the 
most trustworthy individuals I have 
ever met and I think, in the long run, 
he will be recognized over the course 
of  history as one of  the finest we ever 
had.”

So, as the closest member of  the 
“media” on hand, I followed Ms. Brown’s 
advice and looked at “our” collective 
actions as a whole. I am accommodating 
that way. At The Auroran, of  course, we 
strive to keep our focus at a very local 
level and on the people that directly 
represent us, so in this prescribed 
exercise of  introspection on behalf  
of  my colleagues in the wider arena, I 
looked to the editorials and coverage of  
our national dailies.

In the end, I am just not seeing what 
Ms. Brown’s seeing.

Rather than a collective pile-on in 
the direction of  Mr. Harper, I am seeing 
a critical free-for-all targeting all of  
our political leaders ranging from 
policy planks to examples of  foot-in-
mouth disease including Mr. Trudeau’s 
“budgets balance themselves” and Mr. 
Harper’s ode to “old stock Canadians.” 

Heck, three of  Canada’s largest five 
national newspapers came out explicitly 
with their support or endorsement of  
Mr. Harper.

Ms. Brown borrowed a quote from 
Mark Twain by saying, “never pick 
a fight with people who buy ink by 
the barrel” so, to follow that train of  
thought, I’ll borrow from the late Mr. 
Twain as well by saying reports of  Mr. 
Harper’s evisceration have been greatly 
exaggerated.

“When people would say to me, ‘I hate 
your leader,’ my question back was, 
‘what has he done except put money 
back in your pocket?’” said Ms. Brown. 

“People are always interested with how 
much money is going to be in their own 
pocket.”

Herein lies what I believe is the 
problem. Talking to people on why they 
voted the way they did, locally there 
seemed to be two schools of  thought; 
the first being they were very impressed 
by the campaigns run by Kyle Peterson 
and Leona Alleslev alongside Liberal 
leader Justin Trudeau and the second 
being there were larger issues to  
look at.

“Such as?” questioned Ms. Brown 
when I asked her if  this time she had 
the sense it was about more than just 
the bottom line. “I think that is an 
analysis for another day.”

At the end of  this “other day,” I think 
this election was about very much more 
than how much of  my own money my 
government is going to give back to me.

This time around, there seemed to 
be significantly more concern about 
just what the government plans to do 
with our tax dollars they already have 
in their coffers, not to mention an 
increased interest in Canada’s domestic 
and foreign policies, its standing on the 
world stage, the environment, and, in 
the case of  some, looking for change 
regardless of  which direction this 
change was coming from.

Now that more than a week has 
passed since Canada made its very clear 
decision, it is time for Conservatives to 
put some ointment on whatever stings 
they might be still be nursing and enter 
into a productive discussion on where 
they go from here. 

An article on the CBC website at the 
start of  the week, carrying a photo of  
Brian Mulroney, caught my attention 
with the premise that now is the 
opportunity for Red Tories to come out 
from the wilderness of  the last decade 
and reclaim their party.

The premise of  the piece itself  was 
sound, but it leaves open the question 
on whether this will also be seen as an 
opportunity for the bluer wings of  the 
party to double down and accentuate 
the differences between itself  and the 
Red and Orange parties.

Whichever way the tide turns, efforts 
by the Conservatives to recalibrate and 
rebrand itself  to the Canadian people 
will be interesting to watch – but it will 
only be a worthwhile discussion with 
significant introspection, not finger-
pointing at others and playing the 
blame game.

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.
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Autumn is special in Aurora.  
And while there are many distinctive 

features of  fall such as the shorter days 
and the crispness in the air, there’s 
nothing that brings the season to life 
more than the fall colours.

Cooler nights, the breakdown of  
chlorophyll in the leaves, and other 
factors bring out the gorgeous reds, 
golds, oranges and yellows that we 
enjoy so much this time of  year.  

Science can tell us how the colours 
change, but there are a number of  
other burning questions around this 
seasonal show in Aurora that remain 
unanswered, such as:

Why is it that no matter how much 
you compact your leaves in those 
paper leaf  bags, you’re always able to 
compress them a little bit more?

Why doesn’t the Town give you a 
credit on your taxes for raking up the 
leaves from the Town-owned boulevard 
trees at the front of  your property?

If  it’s against the law to burn leaves 
in our municipality, why do you still 
catch the distinctive whiff  of  this 
combustion on the occasional fall 
breeze?

Why is it that no matter how long 
you wait, and how bare the trees are 
when you rake your leaves, there are 
always just as many on your lawn the 
next day?

And is waiting until your neighbour 
rakes their lawn, then allowing your 

leaves to blow over there, a viable 
strategy for disposing of  them?

Just where does the Town put the 
thousands of  bags of  leaves that are left 
out each week at the end of  everyone’s 
driveways?

How much more gas would you burn 
in your lawnmower if  you dispensed 
with trying to rake all your leaves and 
just mulched them?

And if  you did, how many more 
times would you have to mow your 
lawn? 

Which is more efficient: to easily 
rake your lawn several times as the 
leaves fall, or wait till they’re all down 
and slog through them just once?

Why don’t they allow students to 
rake people’s leaves as part of  their 
volunteer hours?*

Is there no better sound than the 
crunching underfoot of  freshly fallen 
leaves?

Why is it that no matter how many 
weeks the brightly coloured leaves 
stay on the trees, it’s never long 
enough, from both a visual and raking 
standpoint?

Why is it that no matter how few 

trees you have on your property, or 
how short they are, your eaves troughs 
always seems to fill and clog with 
leaves?

Why does the first snowfall always 
come before you can finish raking all 
your leaves?

Why don’t they make the tines on 
rakes closer together so that they can 
rake up maple keys?

Are compound leaves such as ash 
and honey locust easier to rake because 
they are much larger, or harder because 
they break down into smaller pieces?

Are leaf  blowers really good at piling 
up leaves, or is their main benefit 
blowing them onto adjacent properties?

Why don’t the manufacturers make 
paper bags with bottoms strong enough 
to stand up to the sogginess of  wet 
leaves?

Is there a garden tool in your garage 
that you use for a shorter period of  
time each year than your leaf  rake?

Why do you never see kids jumping 
into piles of  leaves anymore?

And finally, now that the leaves are 
pretty much all on the ground, are you 
already anxiously anticipating seeing 
the trees turn colour in another eleven 
months?

Just asking.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

*(Editor’s Note: The Aurora Historical 
Society has cracked this.)

Time to pull out the hats, scarves, 
mittens and boots! Even with the 
weather, Aurora’s Haunted Forest was 
a success with many trick-o-treaters of  
various ages participating in the fun.

I would like to give special thanks to 
Town staff  and the many volunteers for 
their hard work in putting together this 
spectacular event, which was voted as 
one of  Ontario’s Top 100 Festivals.

At Town Hall, we are working on 
several important projects to better 
serve our community. The Citizen 
Budget survey is coming to an end, 
with a deadline of  Friday, October 
30. I encourage residents to take the 
opportunity to complete the survey and 
help Aurora Town Council determine 
the appropriate service levels for 
our community. Participants will be 
entered to win a $250 Cineplex gift card. 

Aurora Town Council and Town Staff  
are working together through many 
successful meetings to move forward 
a fair and balanced budget with low 
impact to residents. The 2016 Budget 
focuses on maintaining existing service 
levels, resulting in an approximate 
overall tax increase of  1.8 per cent. For 
up-to-date budget information, please 
visit www.aurora.ca/budget.

The Cultural Precinct Plan is still 
underway. This past Sunday, Council 
and I attended the public walking tour 
event with a number of  residents and 
staff  as Fotenn Consultants conducted 
the tour of  the Cultural Precinct to 
gather ideas and community input for 
the future design and concept plan.

Stakeholders have also been issued 
a survey to gather feedback. Resident 
and visitor input are key to creating 
an effective and resilient plan. 
Stay tuned for the next community 

event in November. Details will be 
announced soon on www.aurora.ca/
culturalprecinct and via the Town’s 
Notice Board.

The Highland Gate planning 
application is in progress. Our goal 
is to ensure that the community is 
accurately informed about this project 
and the stages of  its development. Town 
staff  recently created a frequently 
asked questions list on Highland Gate. 
This list is an informative reference 
that may answer common questions 
or concerns about this project. The 
questions are posted on www.aurora.
ca/highlandgate.

Additionally, the Sport Plan and 
Master Parks & Recreation Plan is 
moving forward. We are collaborating 
with our community partners and 
residents to ensure that everyone has 
a chance to provide input on what type 
of  future sporting services they would 
like to see.

The next public open house is on 
Tuesday, November 26 at Aurora Town 
Hall, Council Chambers from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. We encourage residents and 
interested stakeholders to attend and 
offer feedback. For more information 
on these two projects, please visit www.
aurora.ca/sportplan or www.aurora.
ca/masterplan.

The Town is also promoting 
pedestrian and driver safety for 
children traveling to and from school. 
Municipal lawn signs remind drivers to 
be alert and drive slowly in and around 
school zones.

Lawn signs are available for pick-
up from Customer Service at Aurora 
Town Hall. There is one lawn sign per 
household with a limited quantity 
available, on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Support pedestrian safety and 
get your sign today! 

As residents, when undertaking a 
home construction project, we have a 
responsibility to ensure that we know 
if  a residential or non-residential 
building permit is needed. Our Building 
& Bylaw Services department is pleased 
to assist residents that have questions 
about swimming pool enclosures, 
decks, finished basements and other 
projects. For more information on these 
services, please visit www.aurora.ca, 
click on Home and Property from the 
top tabs and click on Building Permits 
or email building@aurora.ca

Santa Claus is coming to Aurora! 
Don’t miss Aurora’s Santa Claus Parade 
on Saturday, November 28 from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Dress-up in your winter gear 
and stay warm with some hot chocolate 
while enjoying the evening parade. 

If  you are interested in participating 
in the parade, please fill out the 
online parade application form. The 
deadline to apply is  Friday, November 
6.  Don’t delay, apply today! For more 
information on the parade, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/santaparade.

I encourage everyone to stay updated 
on what’s happening in our beautiful 
community by visiting the Town’s 
website, reading the local Notice 
Board, subscribing to our social media 
feeds and signing up for our monthly 
e-newsletter. 

Stay tuned to In Good Company for 
more information about Aurora.

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Winter is on its way…

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
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Burning Leaf Questions

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Strategic Voting? Pfft.
The election is over and we have a new 

party and new PM in place.
Not entirely unexpected.
The idea we would have a Harper 

majority again was highly unlikely. The 
best I would have thought would be a slim 
minority for either the Liberals or the 
Conservatives.  What was unexpected – 
to me, at least – was the fact that it turned 
out to be a Liberal majority, or a “red 
surge”, “red wave” or whatever “red” 
fast moving water metaphor the media 
folks can come up with.

Pollsters were calling for a tight three 
way tie. I guess they got that wrong too.

But let’s have a look at that majority: 
the Liberals won 184 seats. The 
Conservatives 99, NDP 44, Bloc 10 and 
Green 1, but to “win” those seats the 
Liberals garnered just 39.5% of  the 
popular vote while the Conservatives 
collected 31.9 % of  the popular vote.

So, with a paltry 7.6% more in votes, 
the Liberals “won” almost double the 
seats of  the Conservatives. It doesn’t 
sound like a tidal wave of  support in my 
humble opinion.

I am not picking on the Liberals. 
The same comments apply to the Tory 
majority in 2011. 

Let’s compare the two elections.
In 2011, the Conservatives formed a 

majority despite the fact that fully 60 
percent of  votes cast did not go to them. 
In 2015? The Liberals will form a majority 
government despite the fact that fully 60 
per cent of  votes cast did not go to them. 

In other words: same results, just the 
colour of  the flags have changed. It’s 
hardly a ringing endorsement of  either 
governing party.

Last week I made mention of  the 
advocacy group, “Just the facts Canada” 
and their extraordinary push for 
Canadians to vote strategically – to get 
rid of  Harper.  They opined that “...70 
percent of  Canadians do not want to be 
governed by Conservatives.”

Well, actually it was 60 percent but, 
heck, let’s not quibble over facts shall we?  

So, based on their reasoning, in 2015 
60.5% of  Canadians do not want to 
be governed by the Liberals. In other 
words, we are pretty much in the same 
boat as we were before the election; the 
same amount of  people do not want to 
be governed by the party that has “won” 
the majority but we now have a different 
captain, so I guess that’s all that matters.

I did a quick sampling of  the list of  
ridings that the Just the Facts Canada 
folks were saying were crucial in 
preventing a Harper win.

Yep, the new riding of  Aurora-Oak 
Ridges -Richmond Hill went to the 
Liberals, the same with Vaughan-
Woodbridge, and King-Vaughan. The 
margins of  victory were not landslide-
like, but they weren’t tight either.

Does this mean that strategic voting 
worked? No, I don’t think so.  The 
outcome was a result of  a number of  
factors. What this does mean is that we 
have an electoral system that results in 
repeated governments that are not truly 
representative?

I have advocated for this before, and I 
will do so again: we need electoral reform. 
The first-past-the-post elections are not 
fair or representative. Mr. Trudeau has 
promised change. Let’s hope this is one 
campaign promise fulfilled.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town. 

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

AURORAN POLL

Now that Canada  
has elected a majority  
Liberal government,  

are you optimistic about the 
next four years? 

A)   Yes  B)  No  C)  Unsure

A HELPING HAND FOR HILLARY HOUSE – While a few leaves are still clinging to their branches, dozens of students and other volunteers gathered on the 
grounds of Hillary House National Historic Site with their rakes, gloves and bags to gather up the thousands that had already made their descent. The Clean-Up 
Day is an annual tradition hosted by the Aurora Historical Society and students not only are able to rake up a number of required community service hours, but 
are also rewarded with a pizza lunch.                                                   Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Aurora Armouries – 89 Mosley St. 
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All are welcome to come to the indoor markets!  
 

  Nov.14     Feb.13 

  Dec.12     Mar.12 

  Jan.9     Apr.9 
   

 

 

 

WINTER INDOOR  
Farmer’s Market & Artisan Fair: 
 

The outdoor market is still going 
strong until Saturday October 31! 

 
 Come out to enjoy TREATS from some of our vendors, 

PRIZES for kid’s Halloween costumes, ZOMBIES in the 
band-shell at 11:30 a.m. and live MUSIC! Vote for your 

favourite vendor’s PUMPKIN carving too! 
 

RBC ETFs

Join us for an informative Exchange Traded Funds (ETF) strategy session with Trevor 
Cummings, Head of Business Development, Exchange Traded Funds. Trevor will 

explain how RBC Global Asset Management’s unique ETF investment process:

 § Leverages quantitative strategies to lower portfolio volatility
 § Enhances portfolio cash flow by generating tax-effective dividend income
 §  Structures a yield-enhancing bond portfolio to help meet your fixed income needs 
 § Provides access to global markets to increase portfolio diversification

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which 
are affi liated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a 
member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. 
®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion 
Securities Inc. 2015. All rights reserved.

Paid for in part by RBC Global Asset Management Inc. Commissions, management fees and 
expenses all may be associated with investments in exchange-traded funds (ETFs). Please read 
the prospectus or Fund Facts document before investing. ETFs are not guaranteed, their values 
change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. ETF units are bought and sold at 
market price on a stock exchange and brokerage commissions will reduce returns. RBC ETFs do 
not seek to return any predetermined amount at maturity. Index returns do not represent RBC ETF 
returns. RBC ETFs are managed by RBC Global Asset Management Inc., an indirect wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Royal Bank of Canada.

SMART, INNOVATIVE AND COST-EFFECTIVE ETF 
SOLUTIONS FROM AN INDUSTRY LEADER

The next step in the evolution of investing

SPONSORED IN PART BY

RSVP to: Eileen Vardon by Thursday October 15th, at 905-841-8140 or eileen.vardon@rbc.com

Event details
Date: Thursday November 5, 2015
Location:  St Andrews Valley Golf Course

4 Pinnacle Trail, Aurora, ON

Time: 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
https://www.standrewsvalley.com/

Light refreshments will be served

Hosted by:  The Exler Wealth Management Group of
RBC Dominion Securities

John Exler, CFP, CIM 

Associate Portfolio Manager
RBC Dominion Securities

Eileen Vardon, PFP 

Associate Investment Advisor
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

It’s hard to believe but the outdoor 
season of  the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and Artisan Fair has only one 
Saturday remaining, before we move 
indoors to the Armoury Building at 
89 Mosely Street, the second Saturday 
of  each month, from November to 
April.

We have had a wonderful and busy 
season and we were fortunate to 
have experienced few Saturdays of  
inclement weather this year. By the 
time the colder weather of  October 
rolls around, we are usually ready to 
relocate indoors.

The last biography of  the season 
belongs to the Abbott Family Farm, 
operated by Christine and Warren 
Abbott and located just north of  
Stouffville. The family includes four 
children, three grandchildren, four 
sponsored children and three border 
collies.

Warren grew up and attended 
school in Markham, always dreaming 
of  owning a farm and raising cattle. 
Christine grew up on a farm in 
Whitchurch-Stouffville where her 
family raised cattle and horses, as 
well as cash crops.

She attended high school in Aurora 
and worked at a nursing home here 
too. In her spare time she participated 
in the farm club known as 4-H, where 
she became a leader.

In the late 1970’s, Warren bought 
a 32 acre farm near Uxbridge where 
he had a few cattle, some cash crops, 
hay and some older equipment. Then 
Warren and Christine met at church, 
married and she moved to Warren’s 
small farm. Soon, however, their 
herd grew larger and they needed to 
relocate. They bought a 100 acre farm 
in Zephyr where they continued with 
hay, cash crops and a cow/calving 
operation. 

The herd grew in number and the 
family grew as well with the addition 
of  three children. A few years later, 
they relocated again to a farm in 
Whitchurch-Stouffville where they 
raise 100 head of  cattle. Soon after, 
their fourth child was born and they 
had a team to help on the farm.

Their cattle are raised on a diet of  
grass and hay as well as mineral and 
salt. They do not use any hormones. 
Their beef  tastes, smells and cooks 
differently from that raised in a 
commercial feed lot. While it may 

require a period of  adjustment, it is 
considered by many to be a healthier 
alternative.

They have a meat store on the 
farm which is open all year, even 
in off  market season. This is their 
first season at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market and we are delighted that 
they decided to join us. 

They will be participating in the 
indoor season at the Armoury as well. 
I encourage you to stop by their booth 
this Saturday or during the indoor 
market to talk about their delicious 
beef  and to buy some to taste.

As mentioned, Saturday October 31 
is our last day outdoors. As it coincides 
with Hallowe’en, we are encouraging 
vendors to wear costumes and will 
have Hallowe’en treats for customers. 
We will have prizes for children 
wearing costumes and there will be 
music at the bandshell and zombie 
dancing at 11.30 a.m.

We will also have the usual pumpkin 
carving contest among the vendors 
where customers are encouraged 
to cast votes for their favourite 
pumpkin. We’ve planned all kinds of  
fun activities to end the season with a 
bang so be sure to include the Market 
in your Saturday plans.

Now that we’re approaching the 
end of  our 2015 season, the Farmers’ 
Market Committee and all the vendors 
would like to thank our wonderful 
and generous sponsors who helped 
make this season so successful. Your 
support enabled us to have exciting 
entertainment throughout the season 
as well as allowing us to advertise 
many of  our special events.

We are incredibly grateful to you all 
and look forward to working with you 
again. Starting with our two platinum 
sponsors, Highland Chevrolet Buick 
GMC Cadillac and Snapd Aurora, 
we wish to also thank Lighthouse 
Chiropractic, Aurora Fit Body Boot 
camp, Beverley Varcoe of  Royal 
LePage, Aurora Home Hardware, 
Beck Financial, Marion Carcone 
Real Estate, the Optimist Club of  
Aurora, Resting Rock Landscape, The 
Rotary Club of  Aurora, Millionaire’s 
Daughter, King Richard’s Pub, The 
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society, 
Envy Heating and Air Conditioning 
and Irina’s French Lessons.

See you at the Market!

MEETING OF THE MINDS – Although they are set to be sworn in next week, Aurora’s newly-mint-
ed Members of Parliament Leona Alleslev (Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill, far left), and Kyle Peterson 
(Newmarket-Aurora, far right), met with Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard and MPP Dr. Helena Jaczek 
(Oak Ridges-Markham) for the first meeting of the Newmarket-Aurora Provincial-Federal Caucus. The  
Liberal politicians say York Region residents will benefit from this Federal and Provincial collaboration. 

Supplied photo
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FREE Delivery
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TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW 

ROYALFAIR.ORG

REASO
NS

THE

ROYAL

REASO
NS

to love
THE

ROYAL

Take and   directly to Exhibition Place.

With hundreds of daily  
activities, over 5,000  

animals and award-winning  
local food, there's a lot  

to love at The Royal.

Advertorial

Dancing is a skill, once learned you 
own it for a lifetime!  Get on the dance 
fl oor and enrich your life with the 
Arthur Murray experience. Discover a 
creative outlet, regain youthful energy, 
have a dance date and re-kindle romance. 
Dress up and have fun and confi dence in 
social situations by dancing instead of  
just watching others!

Arthur Murray Richmond Hill 
Dance Studio (Oak Ridges) has been 
teaching York Region’s  singles and 
couples ballroom and Latin dancing for 
more than  17 years.

Whatever your dance goals are, they’ll  
have you dancing in no time! Learning 
to dance with Teresa and her team will 
result in you feeling confi dent on any 
dance fl oor, to any music, and with any 
partner.

Good dancing is a lifetime investment 
in fun, poise and confi dence. 

Nobody makes learning to dance 
easier than their carefully trained pro-
fessionals who use Arthur Murray’s 
unique system of  teaching. Teaching in 
layers through personal lessons, group 
classes and practice sessions allows you 
to learn more easily and quicker while 
having fun.

The team at Arthur Murray Oak 
Ridges are committed to empower-
ing their students by giving them the 
knowledge and skill to achieve all 
that they dream of  in their social life 
through the magic of  ballroom and 
Latin dancing.

Arthur Murray has over 260 studios in 23 
countries, and can help you explore all the 
benefi ts of  support from the world’s 
leading dance instruction organiza-
tion. Give them a call 905-773-2555, send 
them and email arthurmurray98@bell-
net.ca, or drop by the studio to schedule 
your introductory lesson for only $25.00. 
Start today!

Why be a Wallfl ower!

You are invited to the studio for an “Evening of 
Latin Dancing” Open House Thurs., Nov.19th @ 8 p.m.  
Please call to RRSVP 905-773-2555 and for more info.

Taking up Composting Challenge reaps rewards for local family
By Brock Weir

Kareena Boodoosingh isn’t afraid to 
get her hands dirty. In fact, when the 
opportunity came to do just that, she 
was “ecstatic” to dig in. 

An ad in the Town of  Aurora’s Notice 
Board caught the eye of  the Grade 7 
student from Northern Lights Public 
School. It signalled the beginning of  
the Greener Gardens Challenge, a 
joint venture between the Town and 
the Region of  York on a new backyard 
composting program bringing together 
volunteer households to participate 
in a pilot program to see if  they can 
reduce the amount of  material they 
put curbside in their green bins.

The simple challenge was for 
households to reduce their green bin 
waste by 50 per cent through the free 
distribution of  backyard composters, 
targeting a 50 per cent reduction 
while producing “rich, organic soil for 
household use in the process.”

It was estimated a reduction of  
green waste could save Aurora up to 
$100,000 in annual costs and Kareena 
and her father, Ainsley, were happy to 
do their part. In fact, they were one of  
the very first households to take up the 
challenge, ultimately becoming one of  
ten finalists in the experiment.

“I really wanted to try composting 
because I hadn’t done it before and 
I thought it would be a nice, new 
opportunity to try,” says Kareena. 
“I have always had a big interest 
in environmental stuff, saving the 
environment and going green. We 
want to save the earth and we want to 
keep it safe for those who are going to 
come after us. The world deserves to be 
happy.”

The Boodoosingh Family are new to 
Canada, moving here from Trinidad 
in 2008. Self-described “newbies”, 
they came from an island nation 
where some environmental issues are 
done well, while others, particularly 
in the area of  recycling, “are really 
behind the curve.” But, coming from 
the Caribbean might have given them 
a slight leg-up on their composting 
game.

“Where we come from composting 

with piles of  leaves and twigs out on 
the land was kind of  normal,” says 
Ainsley. “This was a little more of  
a formal, structured way of  doing 
it. It meant separating the green 
bin contents a little more diligently 
because you can’t put meat and bones 
into it but from a success point of  view, 
our green bin waste over the summer 
until now has probably dropped by 
about half. With a little bit more effort, 
we can probably knock off  about two 
thirds of  what goes out to the street.”

From his perspective, the success of  
Greener Gardens challenge programs 
and backyard composters speaks for 
itself. While some aspects of  it were a bit 
labour intensive, including regularly 
turning the composting waste within 
the drum and making sure it is well-
watered to prevent intense odours 
during the hot summer months, it is 
rewarding and worthwhile. 

“There was a little bit of  an icky 
factor when it is warm…and it is 

Northern Lights student Kareena Boodoosingh and her dad Ainsley check out a sample of the soil being 
generated in their backyard composter, dubbed “Kareena’s Soil Factory.”  The Boodoosinghs are one of 10 
Aurora households participating in the Greener Garden challenge.                    Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

I Got My  
Start At  
Villanova

Marco  
Molinari 
Class of 2007

“Villanova gave me  

incredible opportunities  

through academics and  

sport to become the  

person I am today.”

CIVIL ENGINEER

• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory

• Tuition Assistance
• Catholic Tradition of 

Academic Excellence

DROP IN FOR YOUR PERSONAL TOUR ON THE FIRST THURSDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH FROM OCTOBER–MAY, 10AM–12PM.

905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.ca  
www.villanovacollege.org • King City, Ontario

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-1375

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Reconstruction of Catherine Avenue 
 
 
The Town of Aurora intends to reconstruct Catherine Avenue in 2016, subject to budget approval 
by Aurora Town Council. Interested residents are invited to attend a public meeting to view the 
engineering design plans for this project, ask questions or discuss issues.

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 3 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, 
Holland Room. There are no formal presentations scheduled. Town staff and engineering consultants 
will be available to discuss the proposed plans.

For more information, please contact Sabir Hussain, Municipal Engineer, at 905-727-3123, ext. 4378,  
by fax to 905-841-7119 or by email to shussain@aurora.ca.

had a 19-year-old sister there and she 
told then-immigration minister Chris 
Alexander she should not be “tainted” 
by her parents activities. That was 
9.30 a.m. on a Friday and she was on a 
plane by 7.30 p.m. 

“But, I couldn’t live with it,” says Ms. 
Brown. “I called Chris back the next 
day and said, ‘I don’t care what they 
have done. I am putting my reputation 
on the line here. I am a mother. I cannot 
fathom having my child dying in 
another country and not being able to 
be there.’ I got [the visa] and met them 
at the hospital. There are no votes in it 
for me, but it was the right thing to do. 
There are three people in that country 
of  origin who know somebody cared 
and that is Canada’s reputation. Those 
are the kinds of  things I take away 
from here.”

Other cases of  which she is 
particularly proud, she says, is her 
advocacy work in “harassing” the 
Ministers of  Defence and Veterans 
Affairs to address the issues of  cadets 
involved with the 1974 blast at CFB 
Valcartier, following the publication 
of  a book by Aurora’s Gerry Fostaty, 
who was a cadet leader in the incident, 
her work for allied veterans, and, in 
particular, her work as Parliamentary 
Secretary on the file for maternal and 
child care in the developing world.

“I came back from the South Sudan 
with a recommendation to the Minister 
to redirect project money to a hospital 
in Juba with a nurse’s training 
program [to] double the capacity of  
the program and we did,” she recalls. 
“We are accomplishing precisely what 
we set out to do because now we have 
frontline healthcare workers out in 

those remote places where vulnerable 
women die in childbirth from 
preventable causes. We have taken 
the expertise and the equipment and 
we are saving the lives of  hundreds 
of  thousands of  women and millions 
of  children. I take that as my legacy 
because I helped make those decisions.

“It has been an awesome privilege 
and my only regret is I don’t get to do 
more.”

So, where did the campaign go 
wrong? Ms. Brown is yet to join the 
chorus of  the myriad Conservatives 
criticizing their party’s Federal 
campaign strategy. That is a question, 
she says, for another day and “I am 
just not ready to go there.” The first 
step, she says, is to sit down with her 
campaign team and do their analysis 
before looking at the big picture. 

“I think we were a little dismayed,” 
she says, of  what was going through 
her mind as she watched election 
results roll in last Monday night. “We 
watched what happened in the East 
Coast and to see that tsunami that was 
happening I think was concerning.”

But, what does she attribute it to?
“At the risk of  going against Mark 

Twain who said never pick a fight with 
people who buy ink by the barrel, I 
honestly believe the media eviscerated 
Prime Minister Harper,” she says. 
“When people would say to me, ‘I hate 
your leader,’ my question back was, 
‘what has be done except put money 
back in your pocket?’ It is the media 
who have eviscerated a man who I 
believe is going to go down in history 
as one of  the finest Prime Ministers we 
have ever had.”

Ms. Brown said she had the 
opportunity to work with him on the 
party’s national council several years 
before being elected as an MP and 
found Mr. Harper to be “a man who 
comes from humble means,” a “self-
made man” and one who has a “vision 
for what this country could be on the 
national stage.”

“I think it is unconscionable,” 
says Ms. Brown of  the “media’s 
evisceration” of  Mr. Harper. “If  there 
was one thing I was trained as a child, 
one thing my parents taught me, is 
regardless of  whether or not you like a 
person, you respect them. I believe the 
media has created such disrespect for 
the office of  the Prime Minister. I am 
appalled. I am appalled! I don’t know 
how else to say that.”

At the end of  the day, Ms. Brown 
says this election was a rewarding 
experience. There was undeniably a 
different feeling in the air this time 
around, she says, but the number of  
friends and supporters she found in 
the process was rewarding. 

“I honestly believe I am leaving 
behind a reputation that is unsullied 
and that people in this area know we 
worked very hard on their behalf,” she 
says. 

Conservative candidate Lois Brown introduces Stephen Harper at a Newmarket-Aurora rally on the day 
before the election.                                           Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Media “eviscerated” Harper: Brown
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349 Mulock Drive
Newmarket

905.895.5747
newroadsmazda.com
Vehicles offers end October 31, 2015 *Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. 0% APR Purchase Financing is available on all remaining 2015 models, on approved credit for qualified customers only. Terms vary by model. Cash Back up to $4000
available on select new models. Cash back amount is determined by lease, finance or cash purchase and model selected. Visit NewRoads Mazda for complete details. NewRoads Automotive Group $50,000 Giveaway Contest: Begins on October 13, 2015 (the “Official Start Date”) and
all entries by Eligible Purchase must be made on or before December 31, 2015. To be eligible, you must: (i) be a resident of a Canadian province or territory, (ii) be the age of majority in their province of residence as of the Contest start date; and (iii) have made an Eligible Purchase in the Eligible Period. You are not eligible to
enter or win, if you are: (i) an employee of NewRoads, its affiliates, dealers or any of its advertising or promotional agencies; or (ii) a member of the immediate family (defined as parents, siblings, children and spouse, regardless of where they live) or household (whether related or not) of any of the above persons. There are
(5) prizes available to be won: 3 Draws for $5,000 each, 1 Draw for $10,000 and 1 Draw for $25,000. All customers who make an Eligible Purchase during the Eligible Period will be entitled to participate in the Contest as follows: Eligible Purchases After Official Start Date: The First 100 eligible purchases will be entered into
all 5 draws, the second 100 purchases (101 – 200) will be entered into the remaining 4 draws. The 3rd 100 eligible purchases (201- 300) will be entered into the remaining 3 draws. The 4th 100 eligible purchases (301-400) will be entered into the remaining 2 draws. The Final 100 eligible purchasers (401 – 500) will be
entered into only the last $25,000 grand prize draw. The purchase becomes official once delivery of the vehicle takes place. This contest is governed exclusively by the laws of Ontario, Canada, and all disputes are subject solely to the courts of Ontario without regard to conflicts of law. Visit newroadswin.ca for full contest details.

2015 MAZDA3
gs sedan

AUTOMATIC WITH CRUISE CONTROL, ALLOY WHEELS
AIR CONDITIONING, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA
POWER WINDOWS/LOCKS/MIRRORS 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

$19,988

*

Celebration on Now!
HURRY TO NEWROADS MAZDA

0%
FINANCING ON 
ALL REMAINING 
2015 MODELS*HUGE DISCOUNTS!

ON
SELECT
MODELS*

OR UP TO

4000
CASH
BACK 

$2015
CLEAR
OUT!

ONLY 9 TO CHOOSE FROM, HURRY IN!

Enter to win big cash with 
every vehicle purchase or lease.*

+HST

NewRoads is thrilled to be celebrating 
5 Years in York Region

and to mark the occasion we’re having a

WIN!WIN!

3 Draws for $5,000 |   1 Draw for $10,000 |   1 Draw for $25,000
Early contest entry means you could win more than once!

SHOP EARLY FOR MORE CHANCES TO WIN!

Mazda Auroran Oct 22 E_Layout 1  15-10-19  11:57 AM  Page 1
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WITH CANADIAN BLUES ALL STARS

CHUCK JACKSON, JIM BOWSKILL, MATT WEIDINGER,
JOHNNY MAX & JEROME LEVON AVIS

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: PRODUCER LANCE ANDERSON

TICKETS: $60
WWW.AWBF.CA    905-727-3669  

SHOW 8:00 PM

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2014                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

The incredible  
shrinking furnace.
Daikin brand compact 34.5” short high-ef�ciency 
gas furnaces make installations simple, saves 
space and delivers optimum comfort! And, it’s 97% 
ef�cient.

*Rebates on Now!
* Call for details
136 Wellington Street E. #4

905-727-4258 | www.tholiver.com

905-726-4132

November 28 - 4 Saturdays

NEXT COURSES START:

G2 ROAD 
TEST PASS 
GUARANTEE!!

Growing Aurora Sports Hall of Fame is on the move to SARC
By Brock Weir

Since the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame was established more than 
two years ago, the achievements and 
exploits of  our most notable athletes, 

coaches, and sports builders have been 
tucked away in a quiet corner of  Town 
Hall. 

But, as the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame prepares to welcome four new 
members next week, the inductees 

will soon be trumpeted to a much 
wider audience at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC).  
Council is set to approve a budget of  
$7,500 to carve out a new area for the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame (ASHOF) 
outside the West Arena of  the SARC. 
It is an area already home to a large 
display cabinet and a move to the new 
location would expose the ASHOF 
to significantly more people and be 
accessible for much longer periods of  
time. 

“Staff  have investigated potential 
locations at the SARC to accommodate 
the Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame,” said 
Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, in a report before 
Council. “Staff  evaluated the potential 
site with a concern for general use of  
the building, traffic patterns, visual 
accessibility, complimentary uses and 
minimal upgrade. 

“Using these parameters, staff  
recommend that an area outside the 
west arena be considered. This is a 
public area, in the flow of  traffic, but 
not in a high traffic or public gathering 
area.”

The plan received an enthusiastic 
thumbs-up from Councillors last week 
who considered the recommendation 
at the Committee level last week.

“What we have upstairs is a great 
start, it is accessible, but it is not very 
accessible and it is certainly not very 
visible,” said Mayor Geoff  Dawe, of  
the limited hours at Town Hall. “It is 
a great opportunity to tie this in with 
what we’re looking at with the overall 
museum process. I think it is a good 
opportunity to look at the synergy 
with what we are doing.”

Putting the ASHOF in this area 
would also be a good reason to 
investigate signs on Highways 404 and 
400 to promote the presence of  the 
Hall, Mayor Dawe noted, echoing the 
concerns of  other Council members, 
particularly Councillors Sandra 
Humfryes and John Abel, expressed 
earlier in the meeting.

“I think this will look spectacular 
at our SARC,” said Councillor Abel. 
“I think this is a great way for moving 

forward and it is good that we can move 
it to high traffic areas. This is the first 
step going there. We should have a sign 
promoting where the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame is.”

As the ASHOF gets ready to induct its 
four new members in the Class of  2015 
next week on November 4, members 
of  the community are stepping up to 
support the cause.

Many individuals and organizations 
have contributed to their fledgling 
“Friends of  the Hall” campaign which 
encourages contributions be made 
to the Hall in exchange for being 
permanently commemorated within it. 

“This year, besides hosting the event 
on their magnificent properties, St. 
Andrew’s College, a charter donor of  
the Hall of  Fame, put their support 
behind the media category inductee 
Lowell McClenny,” says Nancy Black 
of  the ASHOF. “In his role as host of  
the local TV program SportsBeat, Mr. 
McClenny has likely interviewed half  
of  the dinner attendees. 

“Storm Volleyball, home to honoured 
member Bruce Stafford, immediately 
confirmed its support of  Mark Heese, 
who is being inducted into the Athlete 
category for his dominance and 
accomplishments in beach volleyball. 
Sinclair-Cockburn Financial Services 
promptly confirmed their support for 
Kenneth Sinclair, who will be inducted 
in the builder/contributor category 
for his outstanding work developing 
tennis in this community.

“Rounding out the support at this 
level is PACE Credit Union, also one of  
the Hall’s Charter Donors. Alan Dean 
is being inducted into the builder/
contributor category for his exceptional 
and long-standing contributions to 
sports for the disabled. PACE asked 
that funds be use in a meaningful way 
and supporting Mr. Dean’s induction 
fits the bill.”

Other community partners include 
Highland Automotive Professionals, 
the Rotary Club of  Aurora, Nothers 
Signs and Recognition, the Mayor’s 
Charity Golf  Classic, Seneca College, 
Magna International and the Town of  
Aurora.
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 IT’S GROW TIME.
EARN 1.50%.

GOOD TO GROW 
HIGH INTEREST 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT.

Start saving more at 
growtime.ca

No monthly fees. 
No teaser rates. 
No worries.

*Based on a direct comparison of Meridian’s featured Good To Grow High Interest Savings Account against the competition’s posted rates for balances at $5,000 for the most comparable offering posted online on their respective websites, as of October 13, 2015. 1.50% interest is 
calculated on the closing daily balance and is paid monthly. The rate shown is on an annualized basis and is subject to change without notice. ™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 09/2015

COMPARE OUR RATE*

Meridian
BMO

TD

CIBC

RBC

PC Financial 

Tangerine

Scotiabank

1.50%
0.50%

0.55%

0.60%

0.65%

0.80%

0.80%

0.90%

Rates are as of October 13, 2015.*

By Brock Weir

A windy weekend all but brought 
down the curtain on the cavalcade of  fall 
colours on Aurora’s trees, but if  these 
integral parts of  our landscape took a 
final bow by Sunday night it was a bit 
premature.

Aurora’s trees are set to soon come 
firmly back into focus as early as this 
week following a contentious – and 
continuing – discussion at Council’s 
General Committee meeting on the 
future of  the Town’s tree protection 
bylaw.

Councillor Wendy Gaertner once 
again raised the issue last week calling 
on Council to make a firm resolution on 
whether or not to tighten up restrictions 
on removing trees across Aurora, 
whether on individual residential 
properties, in business developments or, 
most contentious of  all, on golf  courses.

The issue has been simmering on 
Council’s backburner for the better part 
of  two years following extensive tree 
removal on the Beacon Hall Golf  Course.

This tree removal sparked concerns 
from residents surrounding the golf  
course, who subsequently brought their 
concerns to Council.

Their concerns, which won the support 
of  some Council members, sparked 
a review of  the Town’s existing tree 
protection bylaw, and several proposed 
revisions, but hours of  subsequent 
debate around the Council table over 
multiple meetings resulted in significant 
confusion and contradictory motions, 
leading to any changes essentially being 
mothballed.

“When this item was before [the last 
Council], we gave conflicting views 
on what we would like to see, to put it 
mildly,” said Councillor Paul Pirri, who 
chaired last week’s Committee meeting, 
responding to Councillor Gaertner’s 
efforts to have the original motion put 
back on Council’s agenda for direction. 
“As such, anything that staff  would be 
bringing forward would in some way be 
entering into the debate because it would 
be choosing one side over the other side.”

It was “unfair”, he said, to put staff  
in that position because it would task 
staff  with wading through a sea of  
contradictions. 

This did not satisfy Councillor 
Gaertner who said after serving on 
Council for twelve years, she has seen 
several motions of  this nature come and 
go, invariably coming back to Council for 
direction rather than to simply “receive” 
without taking any action.

“I find this very insulting to me [and] 
all the work I have done on this, and all 
the work that Council has done on this 
since 2011,” she said. “The intent – and, 
yes, we were remiss [when] we sent it 
back to staff  without any direction – but 
this is a Council process started by this 
Council, a fully public process with full 
consultation, public and stakeholders.

“I know there was a comment last 
time that perhaps the golf  courses hadn’t 
been consulted fully, but I have checked 
with staff  and they have. We have gone 
all the way through this public process 
for three years and our Council motion 
is just somewhere in limbo. This was my 
attempt to bring it back to the table. If  
this attempt is not going to be successful 
in doing that, I would like to know from 
staff  and our CAO what has to be done to 
bring this discussion back to the table.”

Answering this was left up to interim 
CAO Patrick Moyle, who agreed a lot 
work had been done in drafting a new 
tree protection bylaw, and a number of  
options were left available to Council.

Members go into this week’s Council 
meeting with a recommendation to bring 
the tree bylaw, and everything that goes 
with it, back wholesale for discussion on 
November 17.

“I think there are members of  the 
public who intend to come next week,” 
said Councillor Gaertner. “The last time 
staff  brought it back, they did give us 
options, but they also said at the time, 
as far as they were concerned, they had 
fulfilled their mandate, which was to 
bring forward to Council the best tree 
protection bylaw they could present to 
us from all their research and I do know 
a lot of  work went into that. There are 
[now] three new Councillors. I am not 
sure if  they would feel comfortable with 
just having one meeting to discuss and 
decide how they feel about it.”

Whichever way the discussion 
turns, those Councillors who are old 
hands at this debate are ready to go – 
particularly Councillor John Abel, who 

Tree protection fight to come back into focus

Community mailbox conversion  
“90% complete” in Aurora
from the ground is they are just going 
to continue to finish it.

Although these questions have 
to still be cleared up, Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill MP-elect 
Leona Alleslev, it was an “exciting” 
development as it showed her party 
“almost immediately made good on a 
commitment” to halt the conversion.

“I think Canada Post and 
communications are as integral a part 
of  our infrastructure in this country 
as even roads and transit,” said Ms. 
Alleslev. “To ensure we’re going to 
make a comprehensive review of  what 
Canada Post delivers and to ensure 
it is delivering the right service for 
Canadians is obviously very important. 
People moved into communities with 
a certain expectation of  service. Some 
of  those communities do have an 
older population who are, perhaps, 
not as flexible. Door-to-door was a very 
important issue for them in terms 
of  being able to stay in touch and 
communicate. [This is as] important to 
a country’s development as bricks and 
mortar infrastructure.”

Newmarket-Aurora’s MP-elect 
Kyle Peterson was also on the same 
wavelength, noting this was a hot-
button issue on the campaign trail 
for residents of  both Aurora and 
Newmarket. While Mr. Peterson 
speculated the decision to halt the 
program was indeed made in light of  
the election results, it will give both 
communities the chance to address 
concerns they have had since the 
program was announced.

“Both communities felt they were 
not adequately consulted necessarily 

with the implementation of  these 
community mailboxes, including 
where they went when the construction 
was done and things of  that nature. I 
think the best way forward is to consult 
with the communities to find out how 
we can best move forward and find 
out how the Canada Post corporation 
itself  is consulted, and their union, to 
see how we can keep every stakeholder 
engaged, informed, and come up with 
a solution [that works] for everyone. 
At the end of  the day, they have a 
mandate to make sure Canadians get 
mail delivered and we also want to 
ensure that is at a reasonable cost to all 
involved. We’re going to try and work 
towards that balance.”

For Councillor Tom Mrakas, who 
was the leading advocate on Council 
to get the municipality involved 
in halting the community mailbox 
conversion, uncertainty leaves Aurora 
in limbo.

“Everyone is up in the air with no 
idea on what is really happening and 
what to expect,” he said. “The one thing 
that is unique for our town is Monday 
was supposed to be the first day for the 
community mailboxes to actually start 
receiving mail and I believe a lot of  
residents mentioned a letter went out 
to them saying they would continue 
to receive door-to-door. Aurora didn’t 
start the delivery to mailboxes, so I 
don’t know where that puts us. 

“I think at the end of  the day it 
comes down to speaking to our new 
MPs and working with them to see if  
we can get the best solution for our 
Town.”

Calls to Canada Post had not been 
returned by press time.

is an employee of  an Aurora golf  course, 
and has emerged as one of  Council’s 
strongest proponents of  keeping golf  
courses exempt from existing tree 
protection bylaws.

“I compared all my notes from before, 

and more, and I look forward to it,” he 
said.

Added Mayor Geoff  Dawe: “I can 
safely say I agree with Councillor Abel. I 
think we have beaten this to death and I 
see no benefit in moving it forward.”
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FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED
ALL CEILING FANS & LIGHTING 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
*Some estate furniture 

40%–50% OFF 

PLEASE CALL FOR HOURS
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Join us for one of our events this month! You may notice many are 
themed on Diabetes as it is National Diabetes Awareness Month! 

people who turned out on a bright 
Sunday afternoon, returning a bit 
more noise and activity to the area 
would go a very long way.

These rhythms played a key part 
in a walking tour organized by the 
Town of  Aurora and led by heritage 
consultant Carl Bray over the 
weekend to stimulate discussion on 
the future of  Aurora’s Downtown 
Core, rebranded for these purposes 

as the Town’s “Cultural Precinct”, 
bringing together several “cultural” 
features of  Aurora including Town 
Park, the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
Aurora Public Library and a number 
of  churches.

For people living, shopping 
and thriving in Aurora’s newer 
communities, a sense of  “a tale of  
two communities” has developed, 
and this is something that needs to be 
addressed, said Mr. Bray.

Sunday’s walk pointed out key 

features of  the area, such as the 
Aurora Armoury, historic homes and 
features along Yonge Street, as well 
as tackling more pedestrian issues 
such as parking and, well, pedestrian 
traffic.

Parking is a primary concern 
among residents, said Mr. Bray, but 
is it really an issue? There are a 
significant number of  parking spaces 
downtown, but there is a “perception” 
that it is not the case.

“The standard joke [working 
in a small town] was you have a 
parking problem when the downtown 
merchant can’t park his car out front 
of  his store,” said Mr. Bray. “The world 
is ending. The notion of  convenience 
and the notion that you park in one 
place and you walk to somewhere else 
is a very urban notion and Aurora is 
trying to straddle that gap between 

Cultural precinct is really “creativity precinct”: heritage consultant

Arts & Culture

having a small-town atmosphere and 
many of  the amenities of  a small 
town, but it is also actually quite a 
big town and almost a small city. That 
kind of  push and pull is going to be a 
big theme throughout this exercise.”

The tour concluded at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre with a brainstorming 
session where many of  the 
participants, including local heritage 
activists, area residents, Mayor Geoff  
Dawe, and Councillors John Abel, 
Sandra Humfryes, Harold Kim and 
Tom Mrakas, were asked to fill in a 
number of  blanks to flesh out a vision 
for a “cultural precinct.”

But, there is a lot of  work to be 
done if  a town like Aurora can keep 
pace with a town like Newmarket, 
which has experienced a significant 
revitalization of  its own downtown 
core over the last 10 years. Newmarket 
has the advantage of  their Main 
Street not being on Yonge Street, an 
advantage many people in attendance 
were able to concede, but it is worth 
a look.

“It upsets me when I look at 
Newmarket now,” said realtor Doug 
Sabiston. “In Old Newmarket around 
Main Street now their [property] 
values are higher now than Aurora. 
It is something that being in this area 
I didn’t expect I would see. I think a 
big contribution to that is their Main 
Street with shopping and restaurants.

“We do have Yonge Street, but it is 
difficult to create a Main Street like 
it is in Newmarket, Unionville, or any 
of  those hubs that have a downtown 
core that is walkable, where you can 
go out for a nice day and it is filled 
with people. The only time we see that 
in Aurora is on Saturdays with the 
Farmers’ Market. If  we had a corridor 
with boutique shops, a couple of  
restaurants, a coffee shop, you would 
see it used. I am a firm believer in 
that. I think all the businesses would 
do a lot better if  they were in the 
same core because they feed off  each 
other.”

This was a sentiment shared by 
many people in attendance as they 
marked shopping, cafes and places to 
congregate as essential to downtown 
redevelopment. Some, however, were 
not as convinced.

“I like it the way it is,” said Heather 
Masters. “I don’t see that we have to 
add a whole bunch of  stuff. I don’t 
know if  consultants can come up with 
a plan. Everything has been here so 
long and it is wonderful.”

Nevertheless, the consulting 
session left Mr. Bray with plenty of  
food for thought. 

“It is understanding change is going 
to happen, but they want to control 
the rate of  it,” he said. “A lot of  this 
speaks to enhancing what is already 
happening. Is [this area] more than 
just things involving the performing 
arts or fine arts? Is it a place where 
you can start a business? Is it a place 
where you can get an education and 
information? Is it a place where you 
can live? It is not just about culture; 
that is why the term ‘cultural 
precinct’ is perhaps a misnomer. It is 
a creativity precinct.”

Sunday’s walking tour of the Downtown Aurora quadrant currently dubbed the “Cultural Precinct” began 
their afternoon outside the former Wells Street School, currently being converted into the Wells Street 
Schoolhouse Lofts. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Local Colour Aurora, the artists’ collective whose work is currently on display at the Aurora  
Cultural Centre, were back at the Church Street landmark on Saturday afternoon to paint portraits of local  
environmentalist Klaus Wehrenberg. Mr. Wehrenberg not only sat for the portrait but kept the artists – and 
interested observers – entertained with his concertina. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Actress looks on the “Sunnyside” of life on City TV comedy
By Brock Weir

As a youngster, Patrice Goodman first 
stepped through the doors of  Theatre 
Aurora, taking part in their youth 
theatre program.

Patrice, then a student at Regency 
Acres Public School, had moved to 
Aurora with her mother and sister just 
over a year before from Queensville and 
her mother was looking for a way for her 
“big, fat show-off” daughter to flex her 
creative muscles.

It ultimately paid off  and her local 
theatre experience set her on the path 
towards acting professionally, and 
now a starring role in “Sunnyside”, an 
acclaimed sketch-comedy show now 
airing Sunday nights on CITY TV.

“This show flexes a couple of  other 
muscles, not just the sketch comedy 
chops,” says Ms. Goodman. “We move 
really quickly when we’re shooting and 
it is not uncommon for actors to have 
three character changes a day. It has 
definitely made me more disciplined in 
my approach to work and gotten me to 
hunker down and listen to any sort of  
kernel of  information that is offered 
about the characters. [The writers] 
really welcome risk. They are not afraid 
of  me bringing something new to the 
table. 

“On a show that has a bunch of  
improvisers, you don’t improvise much, 
but you have a lot of  fun with a character. 
It has made me more daring as an actor 
and has forced me to learn an entirely 
new genre and it has made me a better 
artist.”

Outside of  local theatre, Ms. Goodman 
began developing her chops through 
the performing arts program offered 
by Unionville High School. A program 
which touches upon just about every 
facet of  the industry, it was here she 

got her first taste of  comedy through 
“The Phantom of  the Opry”, a comedic 
take-off  of  you-know-what where 
Ms. Goodman played diva Carlotta 
Barracuda.

“I had so much fun with the character 
and I could make her as big as I wanted,” 
she recalls of  the role which remains 
the firm favourite of  her father. “People 
were laughing so hard and were so into 
it. I thought, ‘Oh, my God, yeah! This is 
definitely worth it.’”

Overcoming a learning disability, it 
was on the stage where Ms. Goodman 
felt at home and able to give back. As 
her talent developed, she and friends 
founded their own theatre company 
where they put on a show every summer. 
By the end of  her school career, she was 
working a less-than-artistic job at the 
Body Shop where she was on the cusp 
of  taking a year off  to travel. But then 
she found a job in NOW Magazine for a 
children’s theatre company, landing her 
first professional job in the process. 

A casting director eventually came 
to see them, looking for talent for a CBC 

show intended to compete with Degrassi 
High. She caught the eye of  one talent 
scout who encouraged her to get an 
agent. Persistence paid off  and her first 
TV gig was not far behind.

Since then, her filmography has 
grown by leaps and bounds, eventually 
leading her to Sunnyside.

“I was just happy for the opportunity 
to audition, but I literally thought there 
was no way I would get in,” she says. 
“When I walked into the room, I saw the 
cream of  the crop of  funny girls from 
across the country and thought there 
was no way this was available to me. 
I knew there were six spots available 
on the show, but comedy is an art and 
this wasn’t my wheelhouse. But, I went 
in there, auditioned, they laughed, 
and they didn’t have any notes. One of  
the producers asked me if  I wanted to 

show them something else and I said, 
‘No, thank you. I want to leave you with 
that impression’ and I walked out never 
expecting to get a call.”

But the phone rang and there has been 
no turning back. 

“I think I was really lucky,” he says. 
“When you get cast on a show as an 
ensemble, a lot of  it is [asking] do you 
fit in with the ensemble that is already 
there? Are all the bases covered? There 
are a lot of  talented women out there, but 
I feel like I lucked out. I am so happy for 
the challenge because it is so much fun.

“Everything that makes me an artist 
is needed in this work. We don’t normally 
get to play 13 different characters, but 
that is what we get to do on this show. It 
reminds me of  children’s theatre.”

Sunnyside airs Sundays at 8 p.m.  
on City.

Patrice Goodman in character for Sunnyside. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Caroline
is Back!

Barber Shop

“I have a nice home that’s well put 
together but it lacks that ‘WOW’ factor 
that I see when I flip through magazines. 
How can I add some drama to my space?’’

Often when people decorate they 
get caught up in making sure that 
everything matches: wall colours 
match the rug, which matches the 
sofa, which matches the cushions. In 
doing this, they create a room that 
coordinates but that lacks focus. The 
eye doesn’t know where to look first 
upon entering a room. This can make 
a space feel underwhelming.  Your first 
step to building a sense of  drama is to 
create that focal point. Perhaps it’s a 
bold mantle on a fireplace, an accent 
wall, or an oversized piece of  art. Here 
are my top tips for finding that focus 
and creating a real sense of  WOW!

Colour
Don’t shy away from colour. Bold 

colours are unexpected and exciting. 
We’re seeing more and more furniture 
in different colours, and rooms being 
painted in navy blues, jewel tones and 
even black. We just painted a wall in our 
showroom emerald green and everyone 
has something to say about it. Bright 
colours look amazing paired with white 
and black and other dark neutrals.  If  
you’re not ready to completely abandon 
your neutral palette, add a bold colour 
in small pops- through fresh flowers, 
drapery or art. 

Lighting
Lighting is one of  the simplest ways 

to create atmosphere in a room, but 
it is often overlooked. I could write a 
whole article on this alone! An obvious 
solution would be to buy a funky light 
fixture. There are many fixtures that are 
like art- they’re sculptural, use various 
materials and are true conversation 
pieces. Oversized lighting also creates 

a big impact. Beyond the fixture itself, 
light can be used in a multitude of  ways 
to create drama. Adding strip lighting 
or rope lighting to the not-so-usual spots 
in your home helps to add ambience 
and inspire awe. Last year we designed 
a custom banquette for a client’s dining 
room. We added a row of  rope lighting 
behind the booth that lit up the wall 
behind it. The wall was covered with 
textured wallpaper and the result was 
breathtaking. Consider adding channel 
lighting to a staircase, or recessed 
lighting in a cove ceiling. All of  these 
ideas are simple but unexpected and 
will leave all of  you guests asking, “why 
didn’t I think of  that?”

Scale
Adding one piece that is oversized or, 

under scale for that matter can create 
a strong focal point.  I once had a client 
who loved a small (20”x 24”) piece of  
original art she had acquired and 
wanted to feature it on a 13 foot wall. We 
added a large matte and a strong frame 
and by the time we were done with 
the space, the only thing people were 
talking about was how cool that tiny 
painting looked in the grand scheme of  
things. Last month we were at a consult 
in a home with a great room that had 22 
foot ceilings. The client had a 16 foot tall 
cactus plant. It was incredibly dramatic 
and made for a beautiful feature. Art, 
lamps, area rugs, plants – all of  these 
are things that can be sized to fade into 
the background or stand out as a design 
feature.

Unusual Gems
In addition to the design principles 

outlined above, you can create a real 
showstopper of  a space by including 
quirky or unusual elements. Interesting 
doors are a great example of  this. You 
can either have a custom door designed, 

ASK THE DESIGNER
JEAN BISNAIRE

Mayor Geoff Dawe joined a slew of Aurora Tigers at Aurora’s Real Canadian Superstore on Saturday for 
Neighbourhood Network’s annual Fall Food Drive. Volunteers fanned out to five local grocery stores – as 
well as additional locations in King and Newmarket – collecting food and monetary donations to benefit 
local food banks.                   Auroran photo by David Falconer

Fall signals a busy season for Aurora’s Neighbourhood Network
By Brock Weir

The crispness of  fall has blown in 
for the season and with it has come 
one of  the busiest seasons for Aurora’s 
Neighbourhood Network.

The local volunteer organization 
hosted by Magna for the Community 
and founded by Belinda Stronach fanned 
out to collect thousands of  pounds of  
food throughout northern York Region 
this past Saturday for their annual food 
drive.

Each October, volunteers station 
themselves at grocery stores across the 
communities Neighbourhood Network 
serves – Aurora, King, Newmarket, East 
Gwillimbury and Georgina – to collect 
food and cash donations for local food 
banks – in Aurora’s case, the Aurora 
Food Pantry.

Volunteers were on hand to collect 
donations at Centra Foods at Yonge 
and Orchard Heights, Metro at Yonge 
and Henderson Drive, Real Canadian 
Superstore at St. John’s Sideroad and 
Bayview Avenue, Sobeys at Bayview and 
Hollidge Boulevard, as well as Walmart 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The aim of  the program is not only 
to support local food banks, but also to 
offer “a hands-on volunteer experience 
for students, families and businesses” 
while raising awareness of  food security 
issues locally.

“Each year, thousands of  pounds 
of  food and hundreds of  dollars are 
collected by volunteers for the Aurora 
Food Pantry,” said Neighbourhood 
Network Ambassador Tim Jones who, 
in his capacity as a former mayor of  the 
Town of  Aurora, was honoured earlier in 
the week through the formal dedication 
of  the Tim Jones Trail at the northern 
end of  Aurora’s leg of  the Nokiidaa 
Trail.

When Mr. Jones and Erin Cerenzia 
plugged the food drive at Council recently, 
the fourfold approach of  the initiative 
raised the interest of  Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner, who questioned whether 
Neighbourhood Network has considered 
upping the ante on raising awareness of  
these food security issues by formally 
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15393 Yonge Street, 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1P1

Tel: (905) 726-3188
Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com

lobbying governments on the matter “on 
behalf  of  low-income residents.”

Although Mr. Jones said 
Neighbourhood Network is not in the 
“lobbying business,” it is something he 
would support.

“We strictly keep our business to 
volunteering, getting volunteers to come 
out, and working with our Food Pantry,” 
said Mr. Jones. “I was over there last 
week to ensure everything is in place for 
the Food Drive and if  the Food Pantry 
wants to lobby, I would personally 
support them, but as an organization we 
are non-profit and we should stick to the 
volunteering side of  things.”

Evidently they have a winning 
formula in doing so. 

Since the organization was founded by 
Ms. Stronach in her capacity as Member 
of  Parliament in 2008, Neighbourhood 
Network has since grown to include 
300 registered partners across their 
municipalities offering volunteer 
opportunities to people of  all ages.

According to Ms. Cerenzia, they 
currently have over 8,000 registered 
community volunteers in their database.

“These volunteers come from a 
wide range of  demographics in the 
community,” she said. “We have our high 
school students who are out to get those 
40 community involvement hours, but we 
also have families, businesses and their 
employees, and even seniors who we see 
active and engaging with us to get out in 
the community and volunteering.”

Once the food and dollar donations 

have been collected and distributed to 
the food banks this weekend, there is 
little time to rest.

Attentions are also turning to rolling 
out their annual Winter Snow Removal 
Program, which matches a senior or a 
person with a disability with volunteer 
snow shovellers living no further than 10 
minutes away. 

“When there is a significant amount 
of  snowfall, that volunteer goes out 
and shovels paths so an individual can 
leave their house,” said Ms. Cerenzia. 
“We have helped dozens and dozens of  
seniors and persons with disabilities 
from being trapped in their homes over 
the winter.”

Also moving onto the front burner is 
their annual Holiday Gift Drive, which 
will soon begin collecting gifts and 
monetary donations for Neighbourhood 
Network partners based on their highest 
identified needs.

“The highest need is really important 
because we interact with these 300 
partners and we get tremendous 
donations coming in, but they might be 
lacking in socks, which is something 
so basic to us,” explained Ms. Cerenzia. 
“They tell us and we distribute all the 
donations according to what those needs 
are.”

For more information on how to 
become involved with the Snow Removal 
Program, Holiday Gift Drive, or any 
number of  volunteer opportunities 
in the community, visit www.
neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

Creating Dramatic Spaces
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There are also benefits now.

With life  
insurance,  
the benefits 
live on.

1203076CN.2

I’ll show you how life  
insurance can come in  
handy for more immediate 
family needs, like post-
secondary education. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE®. 
CALL ME TODAY.

® State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks owned by 
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used under licence by 

Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by 
Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company. 

Neo Lakkotrypis, Agent
835 O'Connor Drive

East York, ON  M4B 2S7
Bus: 416-759-0636   Toll Free: 888-759-0636

neo@neolakko.com

Magna donates $10 million for new “smart hospital”
By Mark pavilons 

A very generous donation to the 
new Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital will 
provide a permanent connection and 
legacy.

The $10-million donation by the 
Aurora-based Magna International, 
which is set to move to King Township 
as early as 2017, will forever link 
this company, Mackenzie Health and 
exceptional care close to home for many 
in King and York Region.

It’s part of  a massive $250-million 
campaign for the state-of-the-art “smart 
hospital,” slated to open in 2019.

The presentation was made during 
the company’s biannual staff  “town 
hall” meeting at The Manor on Weston 
Road.

Marc Neeb, Magna’s executive vice-
president of  global human resources, 
said the very pillar of  the company’s 
culture is the importance of  giving back 
to the community. It’s reflected in their 
corporate constitution.

Magna, he said, receives thousands 
of  requests each year and they’ve picked 
the new hospital because it’s a great 
organization and the facility will be 
used by thousands of  Magna employees 
throughout York and parts of  the GTA. 
They have also supported hospitals in 
Milton, St. Thomas and Newmarket’s 
Southlake Regional Health Centre.

“We’re exceptionally proud to make 
this gift on behalf  of  the many Magna 
employees in York Region,” said Don 
Walker, Magna’s CEO. “Through 
community programs, volunteer work 

and charitable gifts, Magna remains 
deeply committed to improving the 
quality of  life in all the communities in 
which our employees live and work.”

Altaf  Stationwala, president of  
Mackenzie Health, said this is a truly 
inspirational gift and contribution, 
adding health care is the core to 
everything we do in life.

“Magna’s contribution is a milestone 
moment in the foundation’s Exceptional 
Care Belongs Here Capital Campaign,” 
he said.

The emergency department at the 
new hospital will be named “Magna 
Emergency” in recognition of  this 
transformational gift to Mackenzie 
Health.

Stationwala added the emergency 
department will be the gateway to the 
new hospital.

This high-tech department will boast 
35,000 square feet of  space and will be 
equipped to handle 75,000 visits annually.

He’s excited that roads and 
infrastructure are already being placed 
at the site, located near Jane Street and 
Major Mackenzie. Construction is slated 
to begin next June.

“This project is a reality,” he said. 
Greg Sorbara, Mackenzie Health’s 
campaign cabinet chair and former 
provincial finance minister, said this 
pledge is inspirational for both its 
generosity and leadership. He added he 
hopes it will influence other business 
leaders to support the campaign, touted 
to be the largest fundraising drive led by 
a community hospital in Canada.

“We are transforming health care in 

the southwest portion of  York,” he said. 
“It’s time for others to step up to the 
plate.”

Magna’s contribution to kick off  
the campaign is crucial, he said.  
“This transformational gift made by 
Magna employees helps make possible 
Mackenzie Health’s vision to provide 
a world-class health care experience 
in York Region,” said Ingrid Perry, 
President and CEO of  the Mackenzie 
Health Care Foundation. “The leadership 
demonstrated by this act of  generosity in 

the early stage of  our Exceptional Care 
Belongs Here Campaign will raise sights 
and inspire philanthropy throughout 
our community in support of  this 
crucially important hospital project.” 
Infrastructure Ontario and Mackenzie 
Health released the request for proposal 
last June to the three teams shortlisted 
to design, build, finance and maintain 
Mackenzie Vaughan Hospital. The 
winning group is expected to be  
announced next spring, 
followed by construction. 

Mackenzie Health President 
and CEO Altaf Stationwa-
la (from left) and Mackenzie 
Health Foundation Campaign 
Cabinet Chair Greg Sorbara 
accept a $10 million donation 
from Magna International CEO 
Donald Walker and Marc Neeb, 
Chief Human Resources Officer 
and Executive Vice-President. 
The gift is the largest dona-
tion yet to Mackenzie Health 
Foundation’s $250-million Ex-
ceptional Care Belongs Here 
campaign. 

Submitted photo 
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All photos used are for illustration only.
$129.00 bi-weekly for 84 months 
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NEWMARKET MITSUBISHI

Outlander GT S-AWC model shown‡

NO-CHARGE WINTER TIRE PACKAGE

MITSUBISHI-MOTORS.CA

All prices are bi-weekly payments include HST. Leases are based on 24,000km/yr. See dealer for details O.A.C
1 Receive a set of Yokohama/Dunlop Winter tires at no extra charge with the purchase of any new and unused 2015 Lancer (excluding Lancer Ralliart and Lancer Evolution), Lancer Sportback, RVR, 2015 and 2016 Outlander/2015 Mirage (excluding Mirage ES 5MT model) from 
October 1, 2015 to November 2, 2015. Winter Tire Package includes four steel wheels, four winter tires, TPMS (not available for eligible 2015 Mirages), mounting, balancing and installation up to a maximum $1,400 value based on retail cost of installed wheel and tire package. 
See your dealer for details. v Mitsubishi First Auto Program applies to Lancer, Sportback, RVR and Mirage vehicles (excluding Mirage ES 5MT), is applicable to all approved Scotiabank � rst-time automotive � nance or lease purchasers and must be combined with Scotiabank 
Subvented Finance or Lease Rates. Rebate amount will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Some conditions apply. Please see dealer for details. ^ $1,500 loyalty rebate available on the purchase of any new 2016 Outlander model to current owners and eligible 
others. Amounts vary by model and will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Loyalty rebate applies to vehicles purchased and delivered between October 1, 2015 and November 2, 2015. Other conditions apply. ° $2,500 in no-charge extra features applies to 
2015 Lancer SE Limited Edition vehicles purchased from October 1, 2015 to November 2, 2015. $800 consumer cash discount applicable on 2015 Lancer SE vehicles purchased between October 1, 2015 and November 2, 2015. Consumer cash discount will be deducted from 
the negotiated price before taxes and will take place at time of purchase. Some conditions apply. See your dealer for details. § AWC standard on RVR SE AWC, Limited Edition and GT/Lancer SE AWC, Limited Edition SE AWC and GT AWC. S-AWC standard on Outlander GT. 
† Estimated combined city and highway ratings for non-hybrid sub-compacts based on Natural Resources Canada new testing methodology: Mirage highway 5.3 L/100 km (53 mpg), combined city/highway 5.9 L/100 km (48 mpg) and 6.4 L/100 km (44 mpg) in the city for 
CVT-equipped models. Actual fuel e�  ciency will vary with options, driving and vehicle conditions. ** Whichever comes � rst. Regular maintenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty terms, restrictions and details. Some conditions apply. 

Top Safety Pick applies 
to Outlander GT only. 

Available on Outlander GT§

BUILT OVER 100 WAYS BETTER.
EXPLORE OVER 100 ENHANCEMENTS AT  

OUTLANDER100.CA

2016 OUTLANDER
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Take ConTrol of Your finanCial fuTure
Please join us for a relaxed and informative presentation that will help you 
achieve financial security and peace of mind.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Join us and learn how to develop a roadmap to secure your 
financial future.  We will also discuss common financial 
mistakes and how to avoid them.

Choose from one of Two ConvenienT DaTes:  
Wednesday, October 21, 2015 | 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 | 7:00 p.m. 
 

LoCaTion: 
RBC Dominion Securities 
14785 Yonge St. | 2nd floor meeting room
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This event is complimentary, however, seating is limited. 
Please RSVP to Tina at 905-841-8844.
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Mobile Mortgage Specialist
RBC Royal Bank

Understanding credit and how it affects 
your financing options in the future.

         reesa hefT

          Divorce Lawyer
          Heft Law

         How to protect your financial  
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Overcome your financial fears by  
learning the 10 key strategies every 
woman must know. 

Empowering women through financial literacy.
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Tigers thriving under new head coach Milne
By Jake Courtepatte

It seems an old familiar face was what 
the Junior A Aurora Tigers needed to 
get back to their style of  hockey.

The floodgates have reopened, and 
the bad penalties have declined since 
Thomas Milne was hired as the head 
coach a few weeks ago, replacing the 
short-tenured Mark Joslin. Milne has 
been impressing the Tigers brass, most 
recently with back-to-back wins this 
past weekend.

Friday marked the latest edition 
of  the “Battle of  Yonge Street,” as the 
Tigers faced off  against their cross-
town rivals the Newmarket Hurricanes 
for the first time this season. 

Donning a set of  bright pink jerseys 
on a charity night in support of  
Southlake Regional Cancer Centre, 
the Tigers came out of  the gate 
fast. Forward Drake Board used his 
lightning-fast speed to split the defence 
just one minute in, hauled down for a 
penalty shot. Taking the puck wide, 
he found room under the goaltender’s 
glove on the short side to open the 
scoring.

Milne has a lot of  praise for his 
leading scorer.

“He’s stepped up his game this year 
to a level we knew he could play at,” said 
Milne, who would have worked with 
Board in his last tenure as assistant 
coach with the Tigers. “He’s quick, he 
has great hands, and he’s not afraid of  
getting into corners with the bigger 
guys.”

Aurora would get on the board six 
more times from six different players, 
while goaltender Alex Brooks-Potts 
stopped 24 of  the 25 pucks he faced in a 
7 – 1 blowout victory.

Also impressive in the game was 
newcomer Ryan Shaw, acquired in a 
trade with the Hurricanes just one day 
earlier. He earned two assists in his 
debut against his old team, acquired 
in exchange for forwards Todd Winder 
and Mark Rozanov on Thursday.

Brooks-Potts was impressive in net 
once again on Saturday, stopping 33 of  
the 36 shots he faced in regulation to 
send Aurora to their second overtime in 
four games. James Thomson scored his 
first of  the year just over three minutes 
into extra time to secure the victory for 
Aurora.

And just like that the Tigers are 
looking like the Tigers of  old, now 3-0-1 
under the new Milne regime. One key 
factor in the team’s recent success is 
the implementation of  discipline, for 
a team that has been spending far too 
much time in the box this season.

Over Milne’s young term, the Tigers 
have kept their penalty minutes in 
single digits each game save for the 
always-heated Battle of  Yonge Street.

“Discipline was something we knew 
we had to work on,” said Milne of  the 

Drake Board celebrates his first period penalty shot goal in Friday’s 7 - 2 blowout of the Newmarket Hurri-
canes by the Tigers.                              Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015Page  18              Page 19

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

$165
for a 

Month of Lessons
Only

From beginner 

to advanced, 

we have something 

for everyone.

Call us for more information 

and  book a tour today!

NOW ON!
REGISTRATION
Fall

Travel photography 
Contest Winners

The Auroran in partnership with 
OneBookOneAurora

A penalty kick was the downfall of the junior varsity St. Andrew’s College Saints on Monday, falling 2 - 1 to 
the Country Day School Cyclones.          Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte

Late penalty hands JV Saints second-straight loss
By Jake Courtepatte

A strong showing on the field was 
all for naught Monday night for St. 
Andrew’s College junior varsity 
Saints soccer, beaten by a late 
converted penalty kick.

The Saints entered the match fresh 
off  a heartbreaking loss to Appleby 
College the week prior, Appleby’s 
first and only win so far this CISAA 
season. Their opponent, Country 
Day School, meanwhile, is locked 
in a battle for first place in the east 
division, playing to a scoreless tie 
last week with undefeated Villanova 
College.

The game was in the hands of  
the Cyclones early on, opening the 
scoring on a rocket from outside 
the box that just tipped off  the 
outstretched hands of  the Saints 
goalkeeper. The lead didn’t last long, 
as Adam Ali stormed through the 
CDS defenders with speed only a 
few minutes later before dropping 
a cheeky chip shot into the Cyclone 
net.

Still tied at one in the second half, 
both sides saw a number of  chances 

to regain the lead, but sending strikes 
straight into each goaltender’s hands. 
It took a hard challenge inside the 
SAC 18-yard box for scoring to reopen, 
as goalkeeper Ayo Ogunremi guessed 
the wrong way on the penalty kick for 
an easy conversion.

The Cyclones held onto the lead for 
the remaining minutes, earning the 
2 – 1 victory.

With a 1-4-0 record, the Saints have 
been eliminated from postseason 
contention with one game left 

against Royal St. George’s College on 
Wednesday. 

“We’re proud of  what the boys have 
accomplished this season,” said coach 
Stephen Kimmerer. “We’ve seen what 
they’re capable of  and what they can 
improve on for the future.”

Their varsity counterparts also 
wrap up their season on Wednesday, 
looking to improve their 2-3-2 record 
in a match with Appleby College.

For standings and schedules, visit 
www.cisaa.ca.

PeeWee AE Tigers to appear on 
Hockey Night in Canada

By Jake Courtepatte

A local team of  minor hockey players 
are ready for the national spotlight in 
their television debut next Saturday.

The PeeWee AE Aurora Tigers will 
be seen by millions on the nationally-
broadcast Hockey Night in Canada on 
November 7, during the opening credits 
of  the CBC program.

In the credits, CBC is known for 
using clips of  minor hockey teams from 
across Canada as a lead-in to the NHL 
games on Saturday night.

Head coach Bart Loria said the 
team got the opportunity through the 
Scotiabank Hockey Club sponsorship 
program, a community hockey 
program in which over 1,000 Scotiabank 
branches across Canada financially 
support a local team.

“We’re the only York Region team 

featured this year.”
Loria would like to thank the 

Bayview/Wellington branch for their 
support in sponsoring the team.

The PeeWee AE Tigers have gotten 
off  to a record of  13-3-3 to start the 
season.

Submitted photo

We put out the call for your best travel photos and you responded in droves. The Aurora Public Library 
(APL) and The Auroran Newspaper are pleased to announce the winners of this year’s Travel Photography 
Contest held to coincide with APL’s One Book One Aurora Campaign.

First prize (bottom left) was awarded to Victoria Shi for her wonderful work capturing a serene scene 
while canoeing the blue waters of Lake Louise at Banff National Park.

“I just thought the scenery was pretty,” says Victoria, 15, a Grade 10 student at Cardinal Carter Catholic 
High School. “I was canoeing, so my mom took over my paddle and I just took the photo. I love travelling, 
experiencing different cultures and seeing different things. Many places are so different from Toronto and 
it is always nice to see something new.”

Victoria took home two free passes to Cineplex and a signed copy of this year’s One Book One Aurora 
selection, “Burmese Lessons” by Karen Connelly.

Second place recognition was given to Jeff O’Brien (bottom middle) with his sunset swing, while third 
went to Catherine Marshall with her shot of the Grand Canyon.

(Right) APL’s Reccia Mandelcorn and Auroran editor Brock Weir, congratulate winners Victoria, Jeff and 
Catherine at the Library on Saturday afternoon.  

Victoria Shi Jeff O’Brien Catherine Marshall
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Only 38 boutique homes on 36’ and 45’ lots in a forest community. 
To secure your appointment for the VIP release event,

register today at aurorawildgreen.com

The CYPRESS, Corner The PINE with 3rd Floor Loft

Insert ext. rendering of 

The CYPRESS

here

Insert ext. rendering of 

The PINE with 3rd �oor loft

here

ROYALCLIFF HOMES 
INTRODUCES NEW LUXURY LIVING 

STARTING FROM THE $900,000ʼs
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From page 7

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD pUZZLE

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyerʼs organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noahʼs boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists  ̓workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses  ̓elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Todayʼs” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect
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Saints U16 volleyball set for first round matchup with RSGC
By Jake Courtepatte

The Saints will go marching into 
the under-16 CISAA quarterfinals 
next Tuesday on home court after a 
successful season.

The St. Andrew’s College team 
closed out the volleyball regular 
season with a win on Wednesday, 
taking down Royal St. George’s 
College in four highly-contested sets. 
Up two sets to one, the Saints were 
down 20 – 23 in the fourth as the match 
seemed destined to head to a fifth and 

deciding set, only for Drew Crix to 
serve up five aces for the Saints to 
earn the victory.

While the team was without captain 
and leading scorer Dara Goharchi 
and outside hitter Carson Ricca, their 
teammates were able to step up their 
play to close out the season on a positive 
note. Coaches Anthony Gilroy and 
Kristen Kang credited Noah Hulton 
as the “spark and greatest offensive 
threat” for the Saints in the game, and 
was “completely dominant” at the net.

The win closes out the Saints’ 

probably not for everyone as there is 
a bit of  routine, but for anyone who 
likes being outdoors, it is nice to see 
a natural cycle happening in front of  
you,” says Ainsley. “I really hope the 
Town continues with these sorts of  
initiatives. This was great and maybe 

there are other things along the green 
route they can experiment with. I hope 
it translates into change in educating 
first before they can elicit some sorts 
of  change. It would be great to see this 
being a feature in the Town to reduce 
waste. Whatever they can do to help 
people recycle can go a long way.”

season with a 4-2-0 record, good for 
third place in CISAA standings. That 
sets them up for a rematch with Royal 
St. George’s, who finished sixth in the 
league with a 1-5-0 record.

Appleby College (6-0-0) and St. 

Michael’s College (5-1-0) both earn 
byes straight to the semi-final. 

The Saints will be keeping warmed 
up over the weekend at a tournament in 
Mississauga before their quarterfinal 
match on November 3.

team and owner Jim Thomson. “You 
can’t be spending half  the game in the 
penalty box and expect to win games. 
You can control the tempo without 
taking unnecessary penalties.”

Now holding a 9-5-0-1 record and only 
one point back of  the Markham Royals 
for first in the Northeast Division, the 

Tigers start a four-game home stand 
this Friday when they play host to 
the Stouffville Spirit. The Pickering 
Panthers visit the Aurora Community 
Centre Saturday night.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

From page 17

Tigers begin home stand

Town should encourage green initiatives

Photo courtesy of sac athletics
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SCARING UP SOME PRE-HALLOWE’EN THRILLS
It got off to a soggy start (top middle), but a bit of rain couldn’t keep the spookiness at bay as the Town of Aurora hosted its annual Haunted Forest 

at Sheppard’s Bush. The young and the young at heart turned out en masse for the yearly fright fest which featured a bevy of new thrills and chills 

including saw-wielding maniacs, masked murderers, hungry wood chippers, prom dates gone bad, Jason and a Werewolf, and a garden basket of 

the walking dead. For those looking for a bit more of a family-friendly atmosphere, members of the Canadian Children’s Theatre Company scared 

up scenes from The Wizard of Oz, Scooby Doo, and Shrek while volunteers from the Optimist Club of Aurora, Aurora Chamber of Commerce, and  

newly-minted storytellers at Casper’s Scare School kept watchful eyes on the festivities. 
Auroran photos by David Falconer
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• Food • Drink • Markets • Events •  

Feature RESTAURANTsponsors

Our Brewmaster had a penchant for English ale, so he created 
something better, combining two styles of ales he fancied while 
studying and brewing his way across the UK. It’s an ingenius 
hybrid of a Northern Brown Ale and a Midlands Mild, with a body 
tweaked to give it a lighter, more North American appeal.

RinkD best

mexican

Hints of roasted nuts, caramel, chocolate, 
and coffee combine to make this award 
winner one of Ontario’s best-selling craft 
beers.
www.hockleybeer.ca

 T.C.'S 
BURGERS 

EST. '93 
15198 YONGE STREET, 

AURORA, ONTARIO 
 

905-841-1380 
 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED 
SINCE 1993! 

 
COME IN TO ENJOY  
GREAT BURGERS, 

DELICIOUS HOMEMADE 
SOUVLAKI,  
AND MORE! 

EAT IN OR CALL AHEAD FOR 
PICKUP! 

 

Aurora

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., Oct. 30 Billik   Sat., Oct. 31 Something ExtraLIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB
EVERY WEEKEND

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

OPEN EVERY DAY FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & SteakhouseSeafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

November is

Game
   Month

Features include Caribou,
Venison, Bison, Quail, 

Squab, Wild Boar, Rabbit & 
other select game

HALLOWE’EN
COSTUME PARTY

Saturday, October 31st
with music by Something Extra!

Lots of prizes for Halloween costumes in the pub!

Don’t forget to book your Christmas party - space fi lls up fast!

Dos  Mariachis  started out as a food 
stand participating in the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market where Mexican meals, treats, pops 
and salsas were sold. The idea was to 
guage the reaction and gain feedback from 
the community in terms of the quality of our 
food. After aquiring our spot in the lineup 
and receiving a tremendous amount of 
support from the wonderful 
participants of the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
and the community as a whole, the idea of 
owning a small family run restaurant came to 
fruition.

On May 1st we opened our doors 
and were truly happy to be accepted by 
this wonderful community. We not only 
appreciate the continued support from 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market, but also from 
the community of Aurora as a whole. We 
continue serving the dishes which made us 
popular at the Aurora Farmers Market. 

Thanks to valuable feedback from the 
community, we will continue striving to pro-
vide truly authentic Mexican dishes and will 
look to improve at every given opportunity.

Our food is inspired by all of 

Mexico, with dishes representing various 
regions. Head chef Estuardo Alvarez has 
spent the majority of his life living in the 
Distrito Federal of Mexico City where he 
also received all his culinary training and 
certifi cations. 

His goal has always been to try and 
keep the dishes as authentic as possible, 

trying to mimic the same style and same 
fl avours with which he grew up. 

Dos Mariachis is proud to 
serve the Aurora community our 
authentic styled enchiladas, fl autas, 
tacos, soups, desserts and much more!

So come visit and allow us to give you 
a taste of Mexico! We’re open for lunch 
and dinner with a takeout menu as well, for 
those of you on the go.

in Aurora

Dine-in or Take-out 
Lunch or Dinner

444 Hollandview Trail, Aurora
(905) 503-5530
Hola@dosmariachis.ca 

dosmariachis.ca
SHOPPERS PLAZA ON BAYVIEW

All soups

FALL
Special

1/2 Price

Conditions may apply.

15055 Yonge Street  
Aurora • 289-648-4113

Make us part of your story.

Getting to know my residents 
is a privilege. My job is  
their happiness.
Peter, AdministrAtor  
Working At ChArtWell sinCe 2013.
Chartwell.Com

Call  
today to 

book your 
personal  

visit.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015Page  22              Page 23

“I want to thank the person who found my 
keys and called the number on the back 

of my War Amps key tag. The War Amps 
returned them to me by courier, free of 

charge, and saved me hundreds of dollars in 
replacement costs!” – Alex

Every year, The War Amps Key Tag Service 
returns approximately 13,000 sets of lost keys. 

The War Amps
1 800 250-3030
waramps.ca

The War Amps does not receive government grants.
Charitable Registration No.: 13196 9628 RR0001

Lost Keys
Every Set of

Has a Story

Order
key tags 
online.

replacement costs!” – Alex

key tags 

Quarter Page AD
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Aurorian

Phase 1B
Grand Opening

A  C h r i s t i a n  S e n i o r s  L i f e s t y l e  C o m m u n i t y

A Non-profit Christian Residence  
York Region Christian Senior Homes Inc.

www.themeadowsofaurora.com
905 503-5560

is now selling  
for 2017 Occupancy

NEXT PHASE

Prices from $299,000*

Next Phase  
Grand  
Opening  
with Prices starting at $299,000*  
NON-PROFIT, substantially below market values

Next Phase  

www.themeadowsofaurora.com

Presentation Centre
Grand Opening Hours:

•	Saturday,	Oct.	31  
 10 am-4 pm
•	Wednesday,	Nov.	4 
 10 am-8 pm  
•	Saturday,	Nov.	7 
 10 am-4 pm 

 15221 Yonge St. 
 in downtown  
 Aurora

Building site is located at 
15600 Leslie Street, Aurora

A
Next Phase Grand Opening 
at 15221 Yonge Street in Downtown Aurora
•	Pre-construction	pricing	starting	at	$299,000*	with	2017	occupancy
•	25%+	savings	for	purchasers—dramatically	below	comparable	 
 Aurora housing developments 
• unique ‘Life Lease’ purchase program, carefully  
 managed and structured through a non-profit corporation
• Special one-time bonus waiver of monthly fees* for  
 initial six-month period  (*on remaining Phase 1A units  
 available for 2016 Occupancy)
• a community of caring Christian seniors, all within a  
 safe and secure living environment 
• superbly located near Highway#404 on Leslie Street,  
 close to retail, recreation, medical facilities, area  
 churches, golf courses and the Aurora GO Train station
• tranquil York Region forest setting with ponds and trails    
• quality construction throughout, state-of-the-art facilities

For SENIORS

* for 740 sq ft one-bedroom unit
Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors
Sorley & Still
Barristers & Solicitors

Aurora Law ChambersAurora Law Chambers
Sorley & Still, still serving you after 25 years in business. 

We are AuroraFamilyLaw.com 
Conveniently located on Yonge Street in the 

AurorA LAw ChAmbers buiLding 
at 15064 Yonge street Aurora

905-726-9956

or try scouting out antique shops. Swap 
out French doors with doors from an 
old church, or put a coloured Moroccan 
style door on your front hall closet. 
Alternative forms of  art also create 
impact. Try something sculptural 
on the wall as opposed to a framed 
picture, or consider framing items with 
dimensions like antique locks, or old 
record covers. I love to use wallpaper 
to create wow-factor. If  you’re nervous 
about papering a large area, try doing 
the powder room. Opening the door 
to the room and being hit with a bold 
graphic print, a dark tone on tone 
pattern or something with a fun texture 
like faux leather will give you big time 
drama without being too in your face as 
it is limited to one room. 

However you decide to add drama 
to your space, remember that it’s 
important to create a main focal point. 
You don’t want a room to be too busy; it 
will feel chaotic. Whether you decide to 
go wildly bold or just want to add a bit 
of  punch to a small area, there is a way 
to achieve that powerful energy you are 
after!

Stay Connected with Us!

ASK THE DESIGNER

nichedecor.ca

askjean@nichedecor.ca

Nichedecor

Nichedecor 

   Niche_Decor

FRIDAy, OCTOBER 30
Joyful Rhythms, a benefit concert for the 

Stephen Lewis Foundation hosted by Gran 
Aurora, will be held this evening at 7.30 
p.m. at Newmarket Theatre (505 Pickering 
Crescent, Newmarket). Music by Bruce 
Cassidy Band. Vocals by June Garber. Dance 
by Elisha MacMillan. Doors open at 6 p.m. for 
craft/jewellery sale. All proceeds go to the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers campaign 
which support African grandmothers/
caregivers through programs that provide 
education, support and assist with self-
sufficiency. Tickets $35.00 at theatre box office: 
905-953-5122.

* * * * 
Come out to support the United Way through 

the annual Zombie Run hosted by Girls Inc. The 
3k or 1.5k Run/Walk gets runs from 5 – 8 p.m. at 
Sheppard’s Bush. Event is open to all ages and 
participants 11 and under must be accompanied 
by someone 16+. Runners must make it through 
the course with all three flags. Walker/Runner 
Zombies will attempt to steal runners’ flags. To 
register to run or be a zombie, contact Tracey 
Moore at 905-830-0776 x305 or email tracey@
girlsincyork.org

SUNDAy, NOvEMBER 1
Partagez Le Francais Free French Language 

Conversation Group: This group welcomes 
adults from Francophones to beginners looking 
to put their French language conversation skills 
into action. Francophones or stronger speakers 
are encouraged to share their language skills 
with less strong speakers. 3 – 5 p.m. at Country 
Style (14980 Yonge Street). 

WEDNESDAy, NOvEMBER 4
The Money Talk$ Series continues tonight 

with Investment Goals! Investment Reality! 
This free, informal monthly discussion and 
education group is intended to share unbiased 
knowledge in economics and financial planning. 
A presentation will be followed by group 
discussion. No financial products or services 
will be offered or sold, directly or indirectly. 
7 p.m., at the Aurora Public Library (Magna 
Room). For more information, and to pre-
register, contact the Adult Information Desk at 
905-727-9494 x275.

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church 

Street, presents “Lions & Tigers, Oh My!”, 
an art talk by Ron Goodlin, as part of  his 
photography exhibition A Lens on Africa. An 

engaging evening Ways of  Seeing conversation, 
guided by curator Stephanie Nicolo. Art talk is 
at no charge 6 – 7.30 p.m. For information, call 
905 713-1818, or visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAy, NOvEMBER 7
The Hadley Grange Crafters invite you to 

their annual Craft and Gift Sale today from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at 16105 Yonge Street, Aurora. 
Many crafters, baked goods, gifts and snack bar.

NOvEMBER 6 – MARCH 31
The Aurora Historical Society presents the 

Fourth Annual Art at the Manor. For the fourth 
consecutive year, the Society is proud to present 
Art at the Manor at Hillary House National 
Historic Site. The exhibit showcases pieces by 
local artists who are influenced by the world 
around them. For more information, visit www.
arorahs.com or contact Erika at 905-727-8991.

COMING EVENTS
Lawn signs encourage drivers to 
slow down in school areas

By Brock Weir

Federal election signs have been 
dotting Aurora’s landscape for the 
past two months, but now that the 
election is over, Aurora hopes new 
lawn signs will soon take their place; 
that is lawn signs urging drivers to 
be aware of  their speeds in school 
zones.

Aurora continues to be a Region-
wide leader in school traffic 
safety, launching a new campaign 
urging drivers to stay alert and be 
mindfuwl of  the rules of  the road in 
neighbourhoods where kids might 
be travelling to and from school. 
Designed in-house by the Town’s 
Communications Department, signs 
are now available at Town Hall on a 
one-sign-per-household basis.

“Statistics show that motor vehicle 
accidents involving pedestrians 
are on the rise in the GTA and York 
Region,” said Anthony Ierullo, 
Acting Manager of  Corporate 
Communications for the Town of  
Aurora. “In addition, there has also 
been an increase in pedestrian deaths 
caused by motor vehicles recently. 
The majority of  these accidents occur 
at night when visibility is limited.

“The purpose of  the campaign 
is to increase driver awareness of  
children walking, riding and playing 
in school zones. The campaign also 
empowers residents to be active in 
the community and promote safety.”

The arrival of  the school year and 
the shorter days of  the fall signalled 
the ideal time to launch the program, 
he added. Each sign is emblazoned 
with colourful, easy-to-identify 
graphics and clear messaging and 
is now available for pickup from the 
Town’s Customer Relations Desk.

The sign initiative came about 
through a grant given to Aurora’s 
Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services Department. The money 
was intended to design and launch 
the program. The resulting design 
came to be seen as a “benchmark” in 
York Region, added Mr. Ierullo, and is 
set to be rolled out across the Region.

The design and concept also won the 
backing of  Council this month, who 
agreed posting these signs will allow 

neighbours – and neighbourhoods – a 
certain degree of  “taking charge” of  
local traffic concerns.

“Councils are typically confronted 
with large capital demands for traffic 
calming,” said Patrick Moyle, Acting 
CAO for the Town of  Aurora. “There 
is a lot of  money which has to be spent 
to retrofit streets. The frustration 
from a resident’s point of  view is 
what can they do to participate in the 
whole issue of  safety? These kinds 
of  programs have been around in a 
number of  municipalities and it is an 
opportunity for the residents to take 
charge.”

Councillors, however, questioned 
how much this program will cost in 
the long run. According to Mr. Ierullo, 
there aren’t any further budget 
dollars allocated for the program 
above and beyond this initial print 
run of  500 lawn signs. If  the program 
is well-received and there is a demand 
for them, then Council could then 
initiate that conversation, he added.

It was a conversation they were 
nevertheless eager to have.

“When you have a high 
concentration of  signs, approximately 
every other household, it seems 
to have a measurable impact on 
speeds in that neighbourhood,” said 
Councillor Harold Kim. “That is why 
I think the more signs we have the 
more effective this program will be.”

Added Councillor Wendy Gaertner: 
“I think we have 12 public schools in 
Aurora. 500 signs is going to be a drop 
in the bucket, so I think we’ll need to 
have some discussions around that as 
well.”

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor John Abel, who joined 
Councillor Michael Thompson in 
suggesting there need to be additional 
measures in place to determine the 
success of  the program above and 
beyond the number of  signs picked 
up by residents.

“I applaud every measure going 
forward, but we will see how effective 
it is and if  we still have the same 
complaints [of] drivers texting, not 
stopping, going too fast at all hours,” 
he said. “But it does give the idea 
that, as a community, our residents 
are speaking in the same tone.” 

From page 14
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Aurora’sAurora’s
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DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS

CONTRACTOR

CONSTRUCTION

HAIR CARE

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

KITCHEN & BATH

KARATE

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   Pruning • Removals 

Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

BLINDS AND SHADES
info@cwcoverings.com  905-853-8843

Complete Window Coverings Inc.
• High-Lites
• Vienna / Silhouette
• Faux Wood Blinds
• Rollers / Mesh
• Pleated & Cellular
  Shades
• Venetian
• Romans

FREE SHOP AT HOME

FREE INSTALLATION

50% OFF Selected 
Products

$250 OFFLimited 
Time 
Offer Minimum purchase required.

Cannot be combined with another offer. 

AUTHORIZED DEALER

ROMAN HIGH-LITES

ROLLERSVIENNA/SILHOUETTE

General Contracting
& Renovation Services

Finished Basements
Total Home Renovations

Decks & Fences
Repairs & Maintenance

All custom work welcome!
No job too big
or too small!

References available

WSIB & Fully insured
Sean Gilmore:
905-758-0866

www.caparenovations.com

 Call now for your          in home consultation 

AFFORDABLE BLINDS

905-503-0394
www.affordableblinds.ca

SHUTTERS
• Roller
• Fauxwood 
• Silhouette 
• Honey Comb 

FREE INSTALLATION 
FREE

905.841.0576
15504 Yonge St, Aurora
905.841.0576

134 International 
Hair Centre
Hair Coloring

Free consultation by appointment

any foils
highlights20% OFF20% OFF

We do rent chairs for service

           Call for Details 905-726-8886 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

 
 

14800 Yonge Street Unit #135  905-726-8886

$1995

Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!Special!
or

               Try our quick-start program: 
   • 3 Private Lessons, 
          • Karate Uniform, 
          • White Belt Assessment 
 and Welcome Gift all for

mon-fri: 9:30 - 6:00pm
sat: 10:30 - 6:30pm

36 Shelley Rd. Unit 4 Richmond Hill ON L4C 5G3

Our Showroom

KITCHEN & BATH 

Oct 1 - Dec 31
2015

35%
OFF

GET

Custom Made Cabinets
Free Sink

Call Us 
Now

(905)
787-0008

F R E E  D E S I G N  /  E S T I M AT E
www.ffakitchencabinet.com info@ffakitchencabinet.com

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPING

• 5 years warranty! 
• Over 10 years experience in construction fi eld 
• Increase the resale value of your home 
• Bring a fresh new look to your home

Call Richard (647) 703-6466   Email:  richard-tian@hotmail.com

$75 
EACH

Full renovations with permit.
Goldengate Property Development Inc.

$$75 POTLIGHT 
INSTALLATIONS

FAST & FREE ESTIMATES!

40%-60% 40%-60%40%-60%40%-60%
OFF 20 Years Experience

Custom Drapes. All Kind of Repairs

Silhouette Blinds
2” Horizontal Blinds
Silhouette BlindsSilhouette BlindsSilhouette Blinds

California Shutters
MONARCH DRAPERY DRAPES

 & BLINDS

Call Brian for Details 905-770-9363

MOVING
• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceOpen for Business

Who does what in our community



THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015THE AURORAN, Thursday, October 29, 2015Page  24              Page 25

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

vEHICLES 
WANTED/

WRECKING

WE PAY $325-$3000 
for your scrap cars  
& trucks. 24/7/ Free 
towing.  705-500-2844 or  
905-462-1346.

IF IT DOESN’T 
SPARKLE, 
IT’S NOT 
SPARLING’S!

905-727-0309
sparlingsservices@rogers.com |  www.SparlingsCleaningServices.ca

14 Wellington St. E. 
Unit #6, Aurora, 
On L4G 1H5 

FOR RENT

rEgistErEd rEcEs required 
for local school aged child care 
centres in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with chil-
dren ages 4-12 years. Avail-
able for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hot-
mail.com 1 BEdrOOM MAin fLOOr.  

Available September 1, 2015. Suitable for one  
professional. 416-564-4330. Nikki

AurOrA MOn-
tEssOri schOOL 
requires help for be-
fore/afterschool care 
and lunch program. 
Also required MAC-
TE/AMI/RECE staff  
for classroom supply 
email resume to: info@
auroramontessori.com 
905 841 0065

rEsidEntiAL & 
cOMMErciAL Real 
Estate Services for 
Aurora & Newmarket  
Liliana Usvat 416-708-
7454 Homelife Eagle  
Realty Inc.

high schOOL 
MAth tutOr in Au-
rora Test & Exam Re-
view Homework Help 
University Prepara-
tion Tel 416-309-0143

RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS NEEDED

Competitive wages  •  Vehicle an asset with km paid
Able to work fl exible hours 5-7per day  •  Training provided

Day time hours no evenings or weekends
Take pride in work as well as have good work ethics

Visit our web site at www.spar-clean.ca

CALL SPAR-CLEAN INC. 
905-967-0445 (8am–5pm) for further details.

EXPEriEncEd MEAt cut-
tErs and labourers wanted.  
Cutting and deboning poul-
try products an asset. La-
bourers, $11-$14/hr. Butch-
ers with minimum two 
years experience - $16/hr.  
Apply to Abate Packers Ltd by 
email at: jobs@abatepackers.
com or by fax: 519-848-2793.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS
SKYLIGHTS

STAIRS

UPHOLSTERY

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS PLUS 
Residential ~ Commercial 

Bathrooms 
Stucco Ceilings & Repairs

Crown Moulding • Paint/Wallpaper 
Electrical • Plumbing • Ceramics • Flooring 

25 years experience   Jim Shewell | 905-898-2249

Quality Design Upholstering

647-389-0304     647-729-1553
email: qualitydesignuph@gmail.com

Call Today! Free Pick-up & Delivery

Specializing in Re-upholstering,
Custom Furniture, Refi nishing & Restoration

Re-upholster your sofa &
chairs like new!

Commercial & Residential
Antique Restoration

Save
50%

ON QUALITY
FABRICS

WHILE
QUANTITIES

LAST

SENIORSDISCOUNT

GARDHOUSE CARPENTRY & CONTRACTING

905-939-7844

HOME RENOVATIONS
WASHROOMS • KITCHENS

BASEMENT FINISHING
Quality Workmanship Since 1978

www.gardhousecontracting.ca

Love where

    you live!

SINCE 2001

ONSITE MANUFACTURE | SOLID OAK STAIR INSTALLATIONS
CUSTOM MANUFACTURING

Enjoy the Warmth
of Solid Oak

Remove That Carpet On Your Stairs.
We Install Oak Steps Within 3 Days... Every Week
HOURS: 9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY OR BY APPOINTMENT

�
100% CANADIANRead Our Reviews

www.idealstairs.ca
416.613.1919

Look on our website for more ideas!

Sales & Installation of: 100% Canadian Hardwood. Visit Our Showroom: 4800 Sheppard Ave. E., Unit 123

DISCOUNT
COUPON

$400 OFF
UPGRADES

STAIR REPLACEMENT ONLY
Discount applies to new Spindles, Posts and Hand Rail. Limited Time Offer, Aug.31/15

6 MONTHS - NO PAYMENTS - NO INTEREST 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE OACOR

POOLS

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPES CONSTRUCTION

25 yrs. experience
905-841-8949905-841-8949

FREE
ESTIMATES

416-520-6252

PAINTING

DALTON’S PAINTINg
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

THE AURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
HELp WANTED

SERvICES

SERvICES

AurOrA hAir  
sALOn looking for 
full or part-time stylist 
with or without cli-
ents. Call for appt. 905-
727-1369

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your Service Open for Business

Who does what in our community

FULL TIME POSITIONS
• Shop Foreman - Metal Fab Shop - 
Concord - $65K
• Buyer - Metal Fab Shop - Concord
• Maintenance Mechanic (Licensed) 
Bolton- $29.00/hr.
• Mechanical Assemblers - will train 
- $13.25/hr.
• CNC Machine Operators - Bolton - 
Night shift
• Brake Press Operator - Bolton
• Manufacturing Supervisors - Col-
lege or University Grads
• Receptionist - Bolton - Must have 
Intermediate Excel skills
• Woodworking Machine Operators 
(Kitchen Cabinets)
• Aluminum Welders - MIG (CWB) - 
Concord - $24.00/hr.

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6330 Fax

905-951-6300 Phone
866-274-7231 Toll Free

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
Job description: Aurora, full-time in-home caregiver needed to assist with an  
overweight, school-aged male child. Live in or live out optional. For live in, no charge for 
boarding or lodging. Shift 1 p.m. - 9 p.m. Duties to include: supervision with personal 
hygiene, prepare and serve child with health meals according to diet as outlined by parents. 
Assist with extra school curriculam and light housekeeping. $11.25/hr. based on 40 hrs. 
weekly. 1 year to less than 2 years experience. Completion of high school and vocational 
college training. First Aid & CPR. Contact Rita by fax 905-264-1396.
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Proud to have been helping 
Aurora residents with 

their Real Estate needs 
for 23 Years

Thinking of listing 
your home this Fall?

Call Sean today for a 
complimentary consultation 
on how to best prepare 
your home for sale.


