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Chilliwack and The 
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LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

Bring your business home to this great location with great 
visibility from major arterial road! 2-storey suite with bright 
ceiling-to-fl oor windows! Some retail ability! Can easily 
duplex for investors! 5 mins. to GO Train and Hwy 404! “Shell” 
condition, ready for your improvements!

$399,900

AURORA PROFESSIONAL OFFICE BUILDING! 2480SF!

Quality leasehold improved! 7 offi ces – boardroom – open 
business area – reception – kitchen – 2 washrooms & loads of 
storage, including insulated basement! Onsite parking! Steps 
to Yonge & Go Train! Transit at the door! Municipal parking 
across the street on Aurora’s gateway promenade!

$879,000

2218SF OFFICE/RETAIL AURORA! CURB APPEAL!

Come see Frank and the
 rest of the gang at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 
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admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
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www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Book your personal  
tour today!
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TUESDAY • TACO TUESDAYS $2 TACOS 
WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY BEVERAGE 

WEDNESDAYS • $4 PINTS 
THURSDAY • HALF PRICE MARGARITAS 

FRIDAY • $4 CORONAS

DAILY DINNER SPECIALS

{ DINE IN ONLY }

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE 
1.844.777.7325

www.doctorinterlock.com

101010
with this ad

Looking To Improve 
Your Driveway?

• Interlock Repairs

• Powerwash & Seal 

• Landscaping 
               and more...

SOWING THE SEEDS FOR THE FUTURE – McMahon Park area neighbours Ollie, Jane, Klaus, Allison, Catherine, Kim and Kaitie are pictured at the  
ready in the downtown Aurora park on Monday. The residents, particularly Klaus Wehrenberg and Catherine Cook, are campaigning for a new community  
garden in the park, just northeast of Yonge and Wellington, which they hope will serve as a template in parks across Town to encourage people to get their hands 
dirty and grow their own food. For more, please see Page 8.                             Auroran photo by David Falconer

Candidates hit the road for  
long-haul Federal campaign

By Brock Weir

They’re at the post and our local 
Federal candidates have hit the 
pavement for the longest Canadian 
election campaign in nearly 150 years.

After meeting with Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper at Rideau Hall on 
Sunday morning, Governor General 
David Johnston dissolved Parliament, 
triggering an 11-week Federal 
campaign. Speculation over the 

potential early election call kicked into 
high gear in the middle of  the week, and 
candidates across parties were ready to 
answer the call.

Opinion polls currently have the 
NDP, Conservatives and Liberals in a 
very tight race, but with all possibilities 
open, one thing is certain on the local 
landscape: the October 19 election will 
bring significant changes to Aurora. 

This time around, Aurora will be 
divided into two Federal electoral 

ridings, with residents on the north side 
of  Wellington Street voting in the riding 
of  Newmarket-Aurora and residents on 
the south side of  Wellington will cast 
their ballots in the newly-created riding 
of  Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill. 

Vying for votes in Newmarket-
Aurora are incumbent Conservative 
Lois Brown, Yvonne Kelly for the NDP, 
Vanessa Long for the Green Party, and 
Kyle Peterson for the Liberal Party. 

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents may feel a wave 
of  nostalgia when they take in the 
Town’s 2015 Ribfest.

Canadian rock bands Chilliwack 
and The Spoons were announced 
Wednesday as the headliners for this 
year’s event, which takes place at 
Machell Park September 11 – 13. 

Chilliwack released twelve 
albums over a 15 year period 
producing numerous Canadian and 
international hits. All this work led 
to 15 gold and platinum certificates, 
a host of  awards, high profile TV 

Welcome Table provides 
“Food for the Soul”

By Brock Weir

Reaching out to the community, 
particularly those who needed a 
hand-up, has always been a way of  
life for Julie Cruikshank. So, when 
the Aurora resident – and parishioner 
of  Trinity Anglican Church – took 
a package from her corporate job, 
she knew right off  the bat what she 
wanted to do with her time.

Ms. Cruickshank is now 
coordinator for The Welcome Table, 
the weekly, year-round meal organized 
at Trinity’s Binions Hall, providing 
food and fellowship for people and 
need, and, perhaps, people in the 

community just looking for someone 
to talk to. 

“I have been involved for about 
three years now and when I wanted 
to become more involved in the 
community, I thought, why not 
start in my own parish?” says Ms. 
Cruickshank. “They were looking for 
a coordinator for the Welcome Table 
program and I thought it was a perfect 
fit.”

However perfect the fit, however, 
it turned out to be a lot bigger than 
what she had anticipated.

“I just thought it was a little meal 
they put on every Wednesday night, 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Notice of Pesticide Tree Injection for Control of 
Emerald Ash Borer in The Town of Aurora 

Town-owned ash trees located on the streets and parks 
listed below will be injected for control of Emerald Ash Borer. 
Treatment will take place between the dates of Saturday, 
August 1 and Wednesday, September 30, weather-permitting.

To Control: Emerald Ash Borer
Pesticide Product: IMA-Jet
PCP #: 31375, registered under the 
Pest Control Products Act (Canada)
Pesticide Product Active Ingredient: Imidacloprid

For more information contact: Trugreen 1-800-565-5296 
or Town of Aurora, Parks and Recreation Department, 
at 905-727-3123 ext. 3222   

Selected ash trees to be injected on the following streets:

Abbott Avenue; Albery Court; Allaura Boulevard; Allenvale 
Drive; April Gardens; Ardill Crescent; Aspen Leaf Court; 
Autumn Way; Baldwin Road; Barr Crescent; Batson Drive; 
Baywell Crescent; Baywell Crescent Park Boulevard; Beatty 
Crescent; Bilbrough Street; Billingham Heights; Birkshire Drive; 
Blaydon Lane; Bonny Meadows Drive; Borealis Avenue; Bowler 
Street; Briardale Place; Bridgenorth Drive; Brookview Drive; 
Buttonwood Trail; Calmar Crescent; Carlyle Crescent; Carriage 
Walk; Casemount Street; Cashel Court; Catherine Avenue; 
Chapman Court; Charing Crescent; Chippingwood Manor; 
Chiswick Crescent; Cilff Road; Closs Square; Clubine Court; 
Collis Drive; Connaught Avenue; Conover Avenue; Copland 
Drive; Covent Crescent; Crawford Rose Drive; Dawlish Avenue; 
Deerglen Terrace; Delattaye Avenue; Devins Drive; Devlin Place; 
Downey Circle; Duncton Wood Crescent; Earl Stewart Drive; 
Fleury Street; Gateway Drive; Gilbank Drive; Gleave Court; 
Golf Links Drive; Gowan Lane; Gurnett Street; Hartwell Way; 
Haskell Crescent; Haverhill Terrace; Heathwood Heights Drive; 
Hill Drive; Hillary Place; Hogaboom Avenue; Hollandview Trail; 
Hollidge Boulevard; Jasper Drive; Kemano Drive; Kennedy 
Street West; Kidd Circle; Kirkvalley Crescent; Lanewood Drive; 
Laurentide Avenue; Loriview Lane; Mahogany Court; McClellan 
Way; McClenny Drive; Meadowood Drive; Millcliff Circle; 
Milloy Place; Mohagany Court; Morland Crescent; October 
Lane; Old Yonge Street; Orchard Heights Drive; Ostick Street; 
Parkland Court; Pederson Drive; Perivale Crescent; Petch Drive; 
Petermann Street; Pineneedle Drive; Reuben Street; River Ridge 
Boulevard; Sandfield Crescent; Sandfield Court; Sandfield Drive; 
Seaton Drive; Simmons Crescent; Sisman Avenue; Sommerton 
Court; Spence Drive; Spring Farm Road; Spruce Street; Starr 
Crescent; Steckley Street; Stemmle Drive; Stoddart Drive; 
Stone Road; Tamarac Trail; Tannery Creek Crescent; Tecumseh 
Drive; Temperance Street; Tilston Grove; Timbertrail Crescent; 
Timpson Drive; Tonner Crescent; Tradewind Terrace; Trent Street; 
Turnbridge Road; Tyler Street; Underhill Crescent; Valemount 
Way; Valley Crescent; Wardle Gate; Watkins Glen Crescent; 
Watts Meadow; Wells Street; Weslock Crescent; Wilkinson 
Place; Williamson Terrace; Willis Drive; Windham Trail; Woodland 
Hills Boulevard; Zokol Drive.

Selected ash trees to be injected in the following parks:

Ada Johnson Park - Hartwell Way; Aurora Community 
Arboretum; Chapman Park - McMaster Drive; Harmon Park 
- Aurora Heights Drive; Jack Woods Park - Dunning Avenue; 
Lambert Willson Park - Industrial Parkway; Lions Park - Rueben 
Street; McMahon Park - Cedar Crescent; Norm Weller Park 
- McClellan Way; Optimist Park - Birkshire Drive; Rotary 
Park - Kennedy Street East; Seston Park -Tradewind Terrace; 
Summit Park - Orchard Heights Boulevard; Tamarac Green Park 
- Henderson Drive; Timbers Park - Milcliff Circle; Toms Park- 
Lanewood Drive; Town Park - Wells Street; William Kennedy 
Park - Kennedy Street West; Wilson Park -Moorcrest Drive.

Youth Adventure a Day Summer Program

Calling all youth! Join us for our exciting “Adventure a Day” 
summer day trip program running from Monday, August 17 
to Friday, August 21. This summer we will be visiting Tree Top 
Trekking, Big Top School of Circus Arts, Cold Creek Conservation 
Area and more! Babysitter and First Aid Training is also available. 
Learn more by visiting www.aurora.ca or call 905-841-7529 for 
details.

Celebrate the Pan Am and Parapan Am Games 
at Hillary House!

Exhibit: Tennis in Canada From Early Beginnings to Global 
Success

Pan Am and Parapan Am Celebrations

Saturday, August 8
Closing Ceremonies and a Taste of Wimbledon at Hillary 
House
Enjoy traditional Wimbledon-style refreshments (think 
strawberries and cream, Pimm’s and sandwiches) from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission by donation. 

Closing ceremonies will be held at 3:30 p.m.

Volunteers are needed. Contact us to find out more. To find 
out more about the exhibit, the celebrations or for media 
inquiries please contact Erika Mazanik at 
905-727-8991 or erika.mazanik@aurorahs.com

All Pan Am and Parapan Am Celebrations are admission by 
donation! 

The Town of Aurora proclaimed 2015 as the Year of Sport 
in Aurora. Please see the upcoming sport event below that 
supports the importance of healthy sport and activities in our 
community.

Event: Kickit2Winit
Date: Saturday, October 3
 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Aurora Sports Dome

For more information, please visit www.kickit2winit.com or 
call 647-234-3970.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions: Part-Time Skate Patroller.

Application deadline is Friday, August 14. For more information, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Reminder Notice: Grass clippings are not collected 
in Aurora’s curbside yard waste program

Grass clippings are not collected in Aurora’s curbside Yard Waste 
Program. You can compost your clippings by using a backyard 
composter. You can purchase a backyard composter for $31 at the 
Operations Works Yard at 9 Scanlon Court.

If you do need to dispose of grass clippings, both the Georgina 
Waste Transfer Station and the Bloomington Yard Waste Depot 
accept grass clippings. 

Also, please note the following items are not included in Aurora’s 
curbside Yard Waste Program:

• Kitchen scraps
• Rocks
• Dirt
• Sod
• Tree stumps
• Flower pots/trays
• Treated wood 
• Animal droppings

If you have any questions, please contact Access Aurora at 
905-727-1375 or by email at info@aurora.ca

Participate in Aurora’s Memorial Tree and Park 
Bench Dedication Program

Would you like to establish “Lasting Roots” in your community? 
Are you looking for a unique gift idea for that special person or 
occasion? Perhaps you feel like making an investment in greening 
your community? If so, we encourage you to contact the Parks & 
Recreation department to find out more about the memorial tree 
planting and park bench dedication program. Please call 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233 or email cwright@aurora.ca 

Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation Fall Program 
Guide is now available!

It’s never too early to start thinking about your plans for 
September! The Town of Aurora’s Parks & Recreation Fall Program 
Guide is now available. From art to cooking, from science to 
sports, there is something for everyone. Programs and workshops 
are available for preschool, children, youth and adults. For more 
information, please visit www.aurora.ca/recguide

Don’t miss Concerts in the Park in August!

TD presents Aurora’s Concert in the Park Series this summer. Don’t 
miss out on a great series of live music at Aurora Town Park on 
Wednesday evenings in August from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Visit www.aurora.ca/summerconcerts for the entertainment 
line-up or call 905-726-4762.

Sign-up for Town of Aurora Summer Camps today!

Time is running out and space is limited for Town of Aurora 
Summer Day Camps. Your little camper will be thrilled to finish 
their summer off with fun memories and new friends. For more 
information, please refer to our Parks & Recreation Spring and 
Summer Program Guide or visit www.aurora.ca/summercamps

Looking for another camp program in August? Spots are still 
available in our Summer Aquatic Sports & Fitness Camp which 
runs from Monday, August 17 to Friday, August 21 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Tuesday, August 11 5:30 p.m. Leksand Room Finance Advisory Committee 
Tuesday, August 11 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Thursday, August 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, August 25 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

Starting at Dusk

Movies are FREE
• A food donation for the local food pantry is appreciated.
• Food vendors serving delicious food!*
• For your seating comfort, please bring your own lawn chairs.
 *A nominal fee applies

#AuroraMovies
For more information, visit 
www.aurora.ca/moviesinthepark

Inclement Weather?

If you are unsure about the weather the day of the 
event and its impact on the event, please call our 
24-hour special events line at 905-726-4762. 
Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, 
amend or change activities.

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

F riday, August 14

Arrive early to enjoy special 
pre-movie surprises!

C e l e b r a t i n g  A u r o r a ’ s  1 0  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f t h

Ada Johnson Park

Sponsored By:

Annie (PG)

(60 Hartwell Way)

Saturday, August 15
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Doors Open
Aurora

This FREE community event organized by The Town of Aurora 
offers a rare opportunity to explore hidden treasures,  
many of which are not normally open to the public. 

Participants are able to tour buildings, take guided walking 
tours and view special exhibits and displays.

To view a list of sites and to learn more information,  
please visit www.aurora.ca

FREE ADMISSION

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Seeking members for the Youth Engagement Committee (Y.E.C.)

Join the Youth Engagement Committee (Y.E.C.) today and start making a difference in 
your community!

Role and Responsibilities

• Engage youth within the community
• Encourage active participation at Youth Centre
• Serve as a liaison between youth in the community and Town staff
• Pursue local sponsorship opportunities
• Assist in developing programs, services and special events for youth
• Meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month during the school year, from 

September to June at 4:30 p.m.

Please fill out the Youth Engagement Application for 2015/2016 Recruitment form at 
www.aurora.ca and return it by Monday, August 31 at 4:30 p.m.

For more information please contact the Youth and Community Development 
Co-ordinator at:
Town of Aurora
100 John West Way, P.O. Box 1000
Aurora, ON  L4G 6J1
T. 905-726-4760   F. 905-726-4734
dridsdale@aurora.ca
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By Brock Weir

Norm Weller Park near Aurora’s 
southwest corner might bear his name, 
but his impact can be seen just about 
wherever you are in Town.

Mr. Weller, Aurora’s former Parks 
Director, and a former Councillor, died 
Saturday at Southlake Regional Health 
Centre at the age of  84, after a brief  
illness. In the days following his death, 
Mr. Weller is being remembered as a 
man with a clear passion for Aurora, 
a passion which led to the creation of  
Aurora’s parks and trails system as we 
know it today.

“Initially we only had Town Park, 
and the subdivisions were built and 
parks were created, but they weren’t 
really created – they were just areas 
designated for parks,” recalls former 
mayor Evelyn Buck. “It was his idea the 
Town needed to hire someone to take 
care of  the parks and over the next 12 
to 14 years, Norm built all the parks in 
Aurora.”

Ms. Buck says she first met Norm 
Weller in a chance meeting when both 
were novice local politicians. They just 
happened to be standing in line next 
to each other to renew their drivers’ 
licenses at Elwood Davis’ gas station 
near Yonge and Wellington and they 
soon got to talking.

“It was like the Post Office when you 
went to pick up your mail – you soon 

got into a conversation,” she says. “He 
was one of  a kind in the energy and 
passion he has for everything. It didn’t 
matter what you turned to, Norm had 
an opinion and Norm had a passion.”

Neither of  them got elected during 
their first crack at municipal politics, 
but eventually voters invested their 
confidence in both of  them and 
both continued their service to the 
community. 

“My experience with Norm has 
been a great and successful working 
relationship, full of  enthusiasm,” she 
says. “He had a great relationship with 
everybody, including landowners and 
farmers. He was a tremendous help 
putting the Aurora Home Show together 
and working with farmers, if  he hadn’t 
been there, there wouldn’t be a Santa 
Claus Parade because he got all of  them 
to make their flatbeds and equipment 
available for the Parade. He just put 
his heart and soul into everything, well 
beyond any hours of  work. There were 
no hours of  work, as far as Norm was 
concerned. He just worked all the time 
and just loved the Town.”

This is a sentiment that is shared by 
former mayor Tim Jones. 

“You could always count on Norm 
for telling it like he thought it was. 
Whatever he told you, you always knew 
it was coming from the heart. He didn’t 
mince words and he said it as he saw 
it. Norm had his own style, not unlike 
John West. The two of  them were kind 
of  like bulls in a china shop sometimes, 
but it was in a good way. You knew their 
sentiment was definitely for the Town. 

“Ours are not just thrown-together 
parks. They are well thought out. He 
wasn’t elaborate, but [everything he 
created] was basic and good. We have 
already benefited and people will tell 
you Aurora has some of  the best parks 
going.”

Both former mayors agree an 
integral part of  Mr. Weller’s legacy 
is the hiring of  Jim Tree, then aged 
just 19, who serves as Aurora’s Parks 
Manager today. He spotted the young 
man’s potential right out of  high school 
and the latter “learned a hell of  a lot 
from him.”

OUTRIGHT OWNERSHIP - NOT A TIMESHARE OR FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP

PARK MODEL COTTAGESTM FROM $64,900PARK MODEL COTTAGESTM FROM $64,900

Request more information at www.ShamrockBayResort.com
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Norm Weller remembered as “big man, who left big impression”

(Above) Norm Weller is pictured at the southwest 
Aurora park which bears his name. (Right) In later 
years, Mr. Weller campaigned for new vehicles in 
the Parks Department to be painted green. 

Submitted photos 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Bathroom & Kitchen Accessories

“He was a very principle-oriented 
man,” Mr. Tree recalls. “He worked with 
very little funds when he started, and 
that was the pre-development era when 
there were no development charges and 
funds were tough to get. He brought the 
department up from nothing and was 
very conscious of  spending. He was 
always used to doing more with less 
and did everything with his heart and 
soul. He was as grassroots a person as 
you could ever imagine. He was always 
in touch with the people who paid the 
bills. 

“That was the best advice he gave 
me – giving value to taxpayers’ dollars. 
To do that, he was all about doing work 
in house and doing a lot of  work and 
managing projects himself, getting 
deeply involved so he could track costs 
and minimize waste. That sticks with 
me to this day.”

Norm Weller is survived by his 
wife, Shirley, children Clayton, 
Lynn and Brenda and their spouses, 
grandchildren Rebecca, Rachel, Lydia, 
Stacey, Darren and Travis, and great-
grandchildren Aaron, James, Natalie, 
Carter, Hudson and Teighan.

He brought the department  
up from nothing and was very 
conscious of spending. He was  

always used to doing more  
with less and did everything  

with his heart and soul.  
He was as grassroots a person  

as you could ever imagine.  
He was always in touch with the 

people who paid the bills
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Soccer club was invited to 
be voice at table, says Sport 
Aurora

Solar opportunities make 
greener citizens

(Re: “Other sports groups need voice 
at the table: AYSC, July 23)

It was with great interest and 
disappointment that I read Mr. 
Kanen’s letter to the editor published 
in July 23 issue of  The Auroran, as he 
publicly exclaims his organization’s 
independence from Sport Aurora as if  
this is something positive and forward 
thinking.  

While Sport Aurora agrees that 
the AYSC should have been involved 
in discussions about sports tourism, 
it would seem that Mr. Kanen has 
forgotten the AYSC was indeed invited 
to the initial meeting of  the Town of  
Aurora Community Tourism Plan 
that was held Monday, May 12, in the 
Holland Room at the Town Offices.

At that initial meeting hosted by Mr. 
Jim Kyle, Manager of  Special Projects 
for the Town of  Aurora, AYSC board 
member, Mr. Roy Cohen was present 
and declared he was representing both 
the AYSC and the AMHA.

It is unfortunate that there was no 
further representation from these 
organizations at the following two 
meetings. I expect their input may have 
been valuable. 

Sport Aurora representing 32 sport 
and recreation providers, was at every 
meeting, and provided valuable input 
into the process. As well, Sport Aurora 
facilitated dialog and communication 
between our members and the working 
group involved with the Community 
Tourism Plan.  We take pride in 
providing these types of  services for 
our members. We work to help improve 
the sport and recreation experience 
within the Town of  Aurora. It’s our job 
and our goal.

In the coming weeks a Sport Aurora 
Sport Plan proposal will be presented to 
Town Council. This plan, based on the 
goals set out by Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, 
has been created through numerous 
meetings and many hours of  research 
from within our membership, and will 
have the backing of  all the presidents 
of  our member organizations.

I trust the AYSC and the AMHA will 
be invited to become involved in the 
Sports Plan but their participation, like 
that on the Sport Tourism initiative, is 
for them to decide.

Finally, it should be noted that since 
taking the helm of  Sport Aurora I have 
engaged in the process of  reaching out 
to sport and recreation providers who 
are not members. Through meetings 
and presentations we have explained 
our goals and the advantages of  
membership. Some organizations have 
joined up, and others have not. The 
AYSC has not, for reasons known only 
to their leadership. Regardless, we 
will continue the process of  building a 
community of  sport organizations that 
work together for the betterment of  all 
within Aurora and beyond.

Stephen Kimmerer
president

Sport Aurora

Machell’s Corners

Continued on page 14

(Re: Machell’s Corners, July 23, 2015)

I wanted to ring in on the comic in 
the July 23 edition of  The Auroran, 
the one about the solar energy panels 
and the FIT program that the town 
is entertaining. It was good as it was 
informative and piqued your interest 
to want to know more.

I think it would be great to have an 
article about what the FIT program 
is all about and how it benefits the 
residents, so that we are all aware of  
what it is.

I just put in solar panels on my roof  
this summer (going live in days) as part 

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Mortgaging the Future

Despite my initial skepticism, I have 
to admit I enjoyed the Pan Am games 
and am looking forward to the Parapan 
Am games, which start this week.

I wasn’t going to attend any of  the 
events, but I ended up at the Pan Am 
village in Toronto to watch the beach 
volleyball.  “Wow,” is all I have to say.

The venues are - in a word - fantastic. 
The volunteers and staff  are helpful 
and enthusiastic. The crowds are large 
and exuberant and, of  course, the 
athletic performances are simply not to 
be missed. From start to finish, it was a 
great experience. 

Yes, there were some pretty big 
drawbacks – not least of  which, of  
course, is the price tag. The actual 
dollars and cents that it took to put 
on the games will not be known for a 
while, but it is estimated to be in the 
hundreds of  millions.

Traffic was a headache for many, but 
not for me. I take public transit or my 
bike virtually everywhere so I did not 
experience the extra-long commutes 
that plagued so many.

And, of  course, the ticket prices 
to the actual events were costly too: 
Eighty bucks to watch the rowing 
finals? 50 Bucks to watch the swimming 
preliminaries? That’s a lot of  money for 
tickets to events that we, as taxpayers, 
paid for. The average family would be 
hard pressed to afford one ticketed 
event let alone multiple.

But, to offset that, there were many, 
many events which were free: the 
Panamania events were wonderful.  
Live music, fireworks – something for 
everyone every night.

All in all, it sounds pretty wonderful 
and, because of  the “success” of  the 
games, folks are now clamoring for 
Toronto to put in yet another bid to 
be a host site for the big show – the 
Olympics.  It will be Toronto’s fifth 
attempt.

This is where my enthusiasm for the 
games stops. 

There is no way that Toronto should 
attempt to host an Olympics.  For 
starters, they wouldn’t even be the host! 
The GTA would be the host – as GTA 
is the host for the Pan Am games.  At 
least half  the Pan Am venues are not in 
Toronto. They are in Milton, Caledon, 
Markham, Welland, St. Catherines – 
so how exactly is Toronto hosting the 

PANAM games?
It is not Toronto’s decision.  It 

is a GTA decision and yet the GTA 
municipalities – and their taxpayers –
don’t seem to have any say in the matter.   

Was the Mayor of  Toronto elected on 
a platform of  bringing the Olympics 
– and all the costs and headaches 
associated with it – to the GTA? I don’t 
recall that matter coming up during 
the marathon months of  the election. 
And similarly, as he is musing about 
putting in another bid, I don’t recall 
any emergency meeting of  his fellow 
Council members, let alone GTA 
leaders, to discuss the merits of  doing 
so.

Why the focus on Mayor Tory?
I am not clear how it is his decision 

alone – a decision that will have an 
impact on literally millions of  people 
and dozens of  municipalities.  Just 
to sign the Letter of  Intent will cost a 
million bucks.  To put in a full bid costs 
50 to 60 million bucks.  Given that price 
tag and the fact that they have failed 
four times already, that means that 
Toronto has already spent upwards of  
$200 million or so on trying to get the 
Olympics.

Before we go down that road again, 
shouldn’t the folks directly affected – 
that would be you and I… you know, the 
taxpayers – have some say in whether 
we want to take on this huge financial 
burden?

I am not some couch potato 
curmudgeon. I have been involved 
in sports virtually all of  my life. I 
would love to be directly involved in 
the Olympics – to witness an Olympic 
rowing final would be an experience of  
a lifetime. But that doesn’t mean I want 
my tax dollars to go towards bringing 
them here. I have no right to force future 
generations to pay for white elephants.

Regardless of  the shiny happy 
messages, that is what will happen. 
Will there be legacy effects from the 
investment in infrastructure and 
venues? Absolutely. Case in point, 
as a result of  hosting the Pan Am 
rowing events, significant investments 
were made to the Henley course in St 
Catherines.

The bridge to Henley Island has 
finally been fixed.  That is a $750,000 
investment that is well worth it. 
Residents and rowers alike can now 
drive over the bridge without crossing 
their fingers in hopes that it doesn’t 
collapse.  

But other improvements such 
a new timing system,  fibre optic 
communications, FISA standard buoy 
system – these are great for rowers – 
but do nothing for the average resident 
of  St. Catherines.

And that’s my point: who benefits 
from this massive amount of  taxpayers’ 
largesse? Not the average Joe, that’s 
for sure. Who will get tickets to these 
games? Who will get to use the facilities 
after the Olympics are done? More than 
likely, it won’t be you and I.

By all accounts, we are heading into 
a recession. In the coming months, 
municipal leaders will be forced to 
make difficult decisions about how to 
spend dwindling tax dollars.

We have roads that are falling apart, 
infrastructure that is beyond repair. 
We have literally thousands of  people 
on a waiting list in the hopes of  finding 
affordable housing. We have food backs 
that run out of  food. Think about that. 
There are thousands of  people right 
now who have nowhere to live and 
nothing to eat.  

Sorry, but how can you possibly 
contemplate spending billions of  
dollars on a two week event when you 
have so many other actual priorities. 
We can look down our nose at Rio 
Games amidst all that poverty.  But 
really, would we be any different? It’s 
just a difference in scale.

And I have raised this issue before 
in a previous column, but why are 
additional sites being sought at all?  
There are fantastic facilities already 
built; world class facilities gathering 
dust. Why build more?

That makes no sense – financially or, 
frankly, morally.

The responsible decision is to give 
residents a future, not mortgage it.  
Bread not circuses indeed.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

Brock’s Banter returns next week.
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“Good morning and welcome to 
Aurora’s new radio station, CHRA, 
101.5 on your FM dial, coming to you 
live from a small interior room the 
Town couldn’t find another use for in 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex.

“While we appreciate the support of  
the Town, a reminder that its budget 
only covered the cost of  the room itself  
and a couple of  electrical outlets, so if  
any listeners out there have some spare 
furniture, lamps, or extension cords 
they can donate, we’d love to have them.

“Now, on to our programming.  
Here’s what we have lined up for you 
today.

“First up we have an interview 
with one of  Aurora’s oldest residents. 
In fact, he’s lived in Town so long, he 
can actually remember a time when 
Aurora’s portion of  the annual tax 
increase was kept below the level of  
inflation.

“Following that we’ll turn to 
the political arena, and look at our 
new Federal and Provincial riding 
boundaries. We’ll ask a candidate who 
has chosen to run in the Newmarket-
Aurora riding what they have 
against Aurora residents south of  
Wellington. Then we’ll check in with 
a representative running in Aurora-
Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill, and see 

why they don’t care about townspeople 
north of  Wellington.

“Then at noon we’ll have our 
regular panel discussion. Today we 
pose the question; would Canada Post 
be receiving more complaints about 
eliminating door-to-door delivery if  
anyone still received paper-based mail?

“At 2 p.m., join us for ‘Community 
Corner’, where each day we showcase 
one the Town’s smaller, lesser known 
interest groups.  Today we speak 
with the president and lone member 
of  CTRANAC, the Cell Tower in 
Residential Aurora Neighbourhoods 
Appreciation Society.

“Later in the day, we’ll look at the 
annual summer water ban.  If  having 
an intake pipe connected directly to the 
Great Lakes currently does not provide 
enough water to prevent restrictions 
in a town of  55,000 people, what are 
our options?  And just what are people 
using all this water for?

“Because we have a full schedule, 
we’ll need to reduce our usual number 
of  local traffic reports throughout the 
day, so just assume you’ll be delayed 
near the station when the GO trains 
arrive in the afternoon, and that you’ll 
be held up pretty much any time at the 

intersection of  Yonge and Wellington. 
That’s all you really need to know.

“A reminder that in the event of  
a power outage, be sure to tune in 
here for any local emergency updates.  
Unless, of  course, the power outage 
affects your house, and you’re sitting in 
the dark without electricity, in which 
case you can hear all about them when 
everyone’s power comes back on.

“And finally, for all you Council 
fanatics out there, we’ll have our usual 
overnight show, where we read out 
council meeting minutes from previous 
decades.  Tonight, we bring you the 
meeting from February 18, 1997.

“I can assure you that it will feel even 
longer than the 6 hours it actually ran, 
so not only will this provide insight 
into our Town’s past, but for those 
not interested in local politics, it’s 
guaranteed to cure your insomnia.

“Well, that’s our line-up for today.  
But before we introduce our first guest, 
just a reminder that we are a public 
station, so if  you would like to share 
your views here on Aurora radio, just 
give us a call.  We’d be delighted to 
welcome you to the studio.

“But please bring your own chair.” 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Sun Shines on Seniors Day

Air Waves

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Now that Aurora  
has purchased  

the Mavrinac lands,  
what do you  

think the Town should  
do with it?

What a gloriously hot and sunny day 
we had at the market last Saturday for 
our annual Seniors’ Day.

Entertainment by the talented 
group of  seniors began quite early 
in the morning with songs by Cliff  
Davies and Alex Nugent, followed by 
the line dancers and then the singing 
group. I was delighted to see so many 
people in the Town Park enjoying 
and supporting the seniors from the 
Aurora Seniors’ Association.

There was also a group playing 
Mahjong so interested people (like me) 
could see how it is played, and some 
knowledgeable seniors at a table with 
information about the activities of  the 
Seniors’ Centre. Thank you to all the 
performers and participants.

Our farmers have now expanded 
their booths to their full lengths 
because they have such a large variety 
of  produce available. There is very 
little that is not now available at the 
market, except the fall items. We have 
leafy greens, beets, summer squash, 
the hearty greens like kale, Ontario 
corn, broccoli and a great variety of  
berries. Now is a great time to visit 
the market because there is so much 
variety available at this time of  year.

The next vendor I’d like you to meet 
is Katalin Malatinszky, the creator of  
Enchanted Limited Editions of  Ladies 
Garments, a line of  women’s apparel 
under MK Design. She was born in 
Europe where she was educated in 
fashion and custom tailoring. She 

continued her education in Canada in 
interior design.

She is passionate about creating a 
personal relationship with her clients 
to connect on a deep level. For a long 
time she has had a passion for studying 
and supporting earth causes and 
concerns for animal and human rights. 
Her aim was to integrate important 
aspects of  her earth philosophies with 
her design services. She combines 25 
years of  experience in fashion and 
interior design to bring her tailor made 
products to Southern York Region.

Her studio is in Holland Landing 
and operates by appointment only. All 
the garments are individually hand 
crafted, carefully made with both the 
customer and the earth in mind. Due to 
the high demand, she is continuously 
developing the Enchanted Line of  
ladies’ garments. 

She is proud to provide clothing 
for all shapes, sizes and tastes. She 
is dedicated to also provide clothing 
for plus sized ladies (our goddesses) 
in apparel that is functional, sensual 
and fashion forward. She makes 
inspirational clothing for everyone, 
regardless of  age, body type or taste. 

This inclusiveness is part of  
what makes Enchanted special. 
Her philosophy is to treat each 
customer relationship like the valued 
partnership that it is. When dealing 
with the Enchanted Line, a customer 
is not interacting with a faceless 
corporation but with a soulful, earth 

conscious and caring person who 
listens attentively to a client’s needs 
to create a vision and final product 
together.

The Enchanted Line is created 
for all women, especially plus sized 
women, who are under-represented 
in the marketplace. The clothing is 
meant to express the inner qualities in 
each woman. Katalin is proud that her 
garments are locally crafted, practical, 
easy to care for, cost conscious and 
made with fabrics inspired by nature. 
The garments are for every occasion 
from beach wear, destination wear, 
work, home, formal evening dresses 
and even wedding attire. Please visit 
Katalin’s booth, MK Designs, in the 
park to see her designs and, perhaps, 
to work with her on a garment made 
just for you.

The Farmers’ Market and Artisan 
Fair’s next Special Event is our 
Community Corn Roast on August 22. 
I will tell you what we have planned for 
that day in my next column, but there 
will be lots of  delicious fresh, locally 
grown corn for everyone to enjoy.

Before I go, I’d like to thank all the 
vendors and customers of  the market 
who combined to celebrate my big 
birthday with me on July 25. It had been 
a very difficult week for my family and 
your well wishes, cards and gifts from 
the market made me feel very cared for 
indeed. Thank you all so much.

See you at the Market! 

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

One of  the great things about being 
part of  the Aurora Seniors’ Centre is 
that not only do they have many things 
to do, but they also do some great trips.

No, it is not a travel agency, but 
thanks to the Town of  Aurora staff  and 
the volunteer Travel Committee we 
have places to go.  Many members want 
to travel, but circumstances sometimes 
make it difficult.  Maybe you don’t 
have a partner, or a travelling buddy, 
or maybe you just don’t like to drive 
yourself, or can’t drive at all, but you 
still want to go!  

There is always one trip or another to 
be considered every month.  Maybe just 
a day trip, a theatre and dinner outing, 
or even overnight trips and it’s mostly 
with people you know and in your own 
age range.

Here are some of  the trips that are 
happening at the Seniors Centre over 
the next couple of  months.

We have two day trips in August: one 
to Fallsview Casino, and the other to the 
Niagara Peach Festival.  Both are day 
trips on a deluxe coach and The Peach 
Festival trip will also include a visit to 
Magnotta Winery, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Picard Peanuts, and Chocolate F/X.  

In September, we go to Casino Rama, 
and on a Toronto Harbour Cruise and 
Casa Loma.

The cruise and Casa Loma trip 
includes lunch at the Hot House Café.  
After lunch experience the elegance 
and splendour of  the Edwardian era at 
Toronto’s majestic Casa Loma. 

Both trips are day trips via deluxe 
coach.

Also in September, we are tripping 
off  to Atlantic Canada for 12 days 
in the fantastic Maritimes.  This 
comprehensive tour takes in all of  
the major highlights of  Quebec, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and 
Nova Scotia via deluxe coach.

For more information and pricing 
contact Andrew at 905-727-3123 ext. 
2610.  Non-members are welcome to 
join our trips, however there is a price 
advantage by being a member.

Smoke Alarms
Just as a reminder the Central 

York Fire Services wants everyone to 
have properly placed and operating 
smoke alarm.  If  you wish to have your 
smoke alarms/batteries checked free 
of  charge, please contact Central York 
Fire Services for an appointment at 905-
895-9222.

If  you are interested in becoming a 
member or a volunteer of  the Aurora 
Seniors Association, we are located at 90 
John West Way across from the Aurora 
Town Hall. Come for a visit or a tour 
or give us a call at 905-726-4767.  We 
are always willing to show you around 
or brag about the great benefits of  the 
Aurora Seniors Association.

Travelling News

SENIOR
SCAPE

MARIE lEONE

CElEBRATIONS AT THE MARKET 
– Town Park is the place to be on Saturday morning as the community flocks to the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market. (Left) Market mainstay – and Market Musings columnist – Jan Freedman recently celebrat-
ed a milestone birthday at the market, cutting a special cake with co-worker Sally Falk, which was 
shared with the crowds. (Right) Youngsters got up close and personal with animals at their Family 
Day celebrations, including a venerable tortoise. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer  
and Brock Weir

Members of the Aurora Seniors’ Association  
entertained the crowds at the Aurora Farmers’ Mar-
ket this past weekend. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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1344 WELLINGTON ST., KING CITY, ON | 905.727.9297 | 416.301.0299

FOR ALL YOUR DISPOSAL NEEDS

M I N I  •  B I N S

SERVICING AURORA & SURROUNDING AREA, 7 DAYS A WEEK

1344 WELLINGTON ST., KING CITY, ON | 905.727.9297 | 416.301.0299

• LARGE SELECTION
• ORNAMENTS
• ANNUALS
• TREE SHRUBS
• EVERGREENS

• PERENNIALS - HERBS
• SOD - TOP SOIL
• GRAVEL - CURBS
• CHRISTMAS TREES
• FIREWOOD

SAM & MARY
905.727.9297

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

HAS RE-OPENED
ALL CEILING FANS & LIGHTING 

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
*Some estate furniture 

40%–50% OFF 

PLEASE CALL FOR HOURS

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES

• Brazilian Waxing ($32) 
• Body Waxing 

•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 
• Nails Art Designs 

• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 
– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3:30pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
250 regular 

and 
150 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

MEN 
Welcome

• Artificial Nail Enhancements

DEBIT

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

When you sign up 
with a friend

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education
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Changing face of Aurora’s 
electoral boundaries
This election signals the beginning of an Aurora 
split as far as Federal representation is concerned.
This time around, residents of Aurora living north 
of Wellington Street will remain voters in the re-
configured existing riding of Newmarket-Aurora, 
while residents living on the south side of Welling-
ton will vote in the newly-created riding of Auro-
ra-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill.
The changes were approved last year by the Feder-

al Boundaries Commission, which redrew the elec-
toral map to account for population growth across 
the country.
Earlier this year, the Province of Ontario announced 
they too will redraw the map to conform with Fed-
eral ridings, meaning Aurora will also be served by 
two MPPs following the next Provincial election 
expected in 2018.

-Brock Weir

While the NDP and Greens had not yet 
confirmed their respective candidates 
in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill 
at press time, the Liberal banner is 
being carried by Leona Alleslev while 
the Conservatives are represented 
by Costas Menegakis, who currently 
serves as MP for the riding of  Richmond 
Hill.

But, while all candidates say they are 
ready to hit the ground running, some 

have voiced concerns about the impacts 
of  an early election call.

“I believe Harper’s decision to have 
a 78 day election, more than double 
the typical 37 day period, shows a 
flagrant disregard for the sacred trust 
Canadians have placed in him to treat 
taxpayers’ money with great respect,” 
says Ms. Alleslev. “Estimates say that 
this longer election period will cost 
taxpayers over $125 million more than 
the standard 37 day period. At a time 

when our economy is in a recession, 
and the Parliamentary Budget Officer 
confirmed that we are [on] track to run 
a $1 billion deficit this year, it is both 
unnecessary and unconscionable that 
he would choose to spend money that 
our Federal government just doesn’t 
have in this way.”

Costs of  a longer-election period are 
shared cross the board by candidates 
looking to unseat their Conservative 
rivals, including Ms. Kelly, who calls 11-
week campaign unnecessary.

“[Some say] this is a better situation 
for Mr. Harper’s Conservatives to be in 
because they obviously have a lot more 
money to spend than anyone else,” she 
says. “If  I felt like it was a decision 
made for everyone’s best interests, I 
would probably say this is a good idea, 
but I don’t think it really was made for 
everyone’s best interests. It does cost 
the taxpayer an incredible amount of  
money. I am not in agreement with them 
calling it early but, having said that, it 
will engage people from an earlier point 
of  time. You roll with the punches.”

Added Mr. Peterson: “Mr. Harper 
thinks it will be an advantage to 
his party. Every decision he makes 
seems to be made through that prism. 
Unfortunately, it is going to cost 
Canadian taxpayers $100 million to 
have an early election, which is the 
unfortunate part of  it. I also think Mr. 
Harper is somewhat concerned about 
third-party advertising and we’ve 
started to see some of  those ads run 
in the later part of  July. By calling an 
early election those aren’t allowed to 
run anymore. Third parties are limited 
to what they can spend, so I think that 
was the biggest driving force.”

Ms. Long, on the other hand, has a 
slightly different point of  view. While 
she says she shares the belief  the 
Conservatives “having the biggest 
chest of  money” was a factor, there are 
some plusses

“They have the largest donor base and 
by effectively doubling what is allowed 

to be used during the election gives 
them an advantage and takes us much 
closer to the U.S. style politics, which 
they have been modelling all along,” 
she says. “Because of  the fixed date 
election, people have been campaigning 
for months anyway, so it actually kind 
of  makes sense because at least we’re 
now under election campaign financing 
rules and before it was all loosy-goosy.”

Local Conservative candidates, 
however, say the early election call 
levels the playing field considerably for 
all candidates. 

“It is the prerogative of  the Prime 
Minister to call the election,” says Ms. 
Brown. “We have known since June 
2011 there was going to be an election 
on October 19, 2015. So, all of  us who 
were planning to run again, the parties 
have had equal time to prepare and get 
messages out to voters. This early call 
focuses people a little bit more and 
gives Canadians the opportunity to 
take a look at the clear choice they have 
in front of  them.”

Mr. Menegakis agrees: “Calling 
the election gives us the opportunity, 
of  course, to level the playing field 
and that way all parties are working 
under the same rules and regulations. 
I think it is important with the extra 
time we have left to get the message 
out of  what the party stands for and 
what we, as candidates, have to offer 
to our constituencies.

“[Opposition parties] have the 
exact same opportunities to spend 
money, to put ads out, and the field 
is level for everyone. Everyone has 
the exact same opportunities to 
do everything. It doesn’t give one 
party an advantage over another. 
If  our party happens to be better 
organized, better funded and more 
ready, that speaks to their parties and 
some of  the inadequacies in their 
administrations. By pointing out 
they feel they are at a disadvantage 
by playing on a level playing field 
speaks volumes.”

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

Complaints over election timing “speaks volumes”, says Menegakis
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YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora
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  Binion’s Hall 
  79 Victoria Street 
  Aurora, On L4G 1R3
  Phone: 905.727.6101

The Welcome Table

thewelcometable764@gmail.com

Your support will help us to 
“Feed our Community” 

but the first time I came I was a blown 
away by the numbers,” she says. “It 
is different every week and never 
boring.”

Under Ms. Cruickshank’s 
leadership, there are certainly no 
boring times ahead as she looks to 
expand the reach of  Welcome Table. 
Recently, Ms. Cruickshank became the 
first Executive Director of  Welcome 
Table’s sister charity, Welcoming 
Arms, an outreach program bringing 
together six local churches under one 
roof  to provide help, assistance, and 
guidance to struggling individuals 
and families.

Over the next few years, Ms. 
Cruickshank would like to see the 
two charities come under the same 
umbrella to have a much wider impact 
on the community.

“I want to expand the programming 
so [Welcome Table] is not just feeding 
people but together we can teach 
them how to cook, teach people how 
to shop properly on a limited budget 
and then, coming into our kitchens, 
learning how to cook and take food 
away with them.”

In her new position, she says she 
has found there is “a lot” of  confusion 
between The Welcome Table, 
Welcome Arms, and the very specific 
mandates each group follows. Coming 
together under a separate entity 
and separate identity independent 
of  the host churches could open up 
many more funding opportunities 
as an incorporated, charitable 
organization.

The community at large recently 
had an opportunity to get a flavour 
of  this new vision at “Food For The 
Soul,” an event hosted by Welcome 
Table at Trinity, inviting members of  
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 
to come in and sample their weekly 
meals.

Prepared in their kitchens by 
chefs from Magna International, in 
conjunction with a team of  energetic 
volunteers who turn out each week, 
guests were treated to Chicken Cordon 
Bleu, potatoes, vegetables and dessert. 
Organizers were not putting their 
best foot forward for local business 
leaders – this was the kind of  meal 
regular Welcome Table patrons can 
expect on the average week – hot and 
nourishing.

The “Food for the Soul” event 
was, in part, the brainchild of  

Mary Georgiopolous, former owner 
of  Jonathan’s Restaurant. Ms. 
Georgiopolous became very familiar 
with the work of  Welcome Table 
through the restaurant and their 
annual Christmas Dinners for needy 
families.

At the time, she says she didn’t 
realise there was such a need at the 
community and was surprised by the 
uptake, but once she became involved 
there was no turning back.

“Throughout that time we had the 
privilege of  meeting a lot of  great 
people through our involvement,” she 
says. “[Food for the Soul] encompasses 
the fact this is more about lifting 
people’s spirits. You could be 
financially down-and-out, you could 
be lonely, you could be looking for 
conversation or just to be around 
people. It is about bringing people 
together no matter what the need is. 
It is about nourishing the soul. Just 
like other people I have introduced to 
Welcome Table, I was also surprised 
at the need we have in our community 
and it tugs at my heartstrings. I think 
it is a good way to give back to the 
community that really gave so much to 
myself  and my family. I think it sets a 
good example for my family, and it sets 
a good example for my children, but 
honestly, it is just a pleasure to work 
with people and constantly meeting 
new people that are likeminded.”

Welcome Table was founded in 
2003. At their first dinner, chefs and 
volunteers served approximately 
seven people, but that number has 
steadily increased. Five years ago, the 
average meal served under 100, but 
this year they regularly serve up to 
120 – the capacity of  Binions Hall. It 
is not unusual, says Ms. Cruickshank, 
to ask some people who turn up 
for the weekly meals to leave with 
takeout because there is just no room 
for them. 

Despite this high demand, Ms. 
Cruickshank says Welcome Table 
remains Aurora’s “best kept secret.” 
Food is always an immediate need 
for the group and donations of  
grocery gift cards and cash are 
ideal. Volunteer chefs are also being 
welcomed with open arms and anyone 
interested in learning how to cook 
for large amounts of  people are ideal 
candidates. For more information on 
how to contribute to Welcome Table, 
email thewelcometable764@gmail.
com.

Volunteers prepare a meal at Trinity Anglican Church at a recent dinner, dubbed “Food for the Soul”, which 
opened Welcome Table’s doors to members of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce to raise awareness of 
their mission and mandate. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

SIMplE STEpS CAN REDUCE WEST NIlE RISK
York Region’s Medical Officer of  Health, Dr. Karim 

Kurji, is urging residents to follow a few simple steps 
to reduce the incidence of  West Nile virus after two 
mosquito pools in Markham and Newmarket tested 
positive for the virus. “Residents can take simple steps 
to reduce the risk of  West Nile Virus and exposure to 
mosquitos,” said Dr. Kurji. “Cover up when heading 
outside, especially during dusk and dawn, and 
eliminate standing water around your property to 
reduce mosquito breeding.” Standing water can often 
be found in bird baths, flower pots, swimming pool 
covers, clogged gutters and eavestroughs. Additional 
steps include making sure your window screens are 
in good repair, wearing protective clothing outdoors, 
including long-sleeve shirts and socks, wearing lighter 
colours, and using insect repellant.

COMMUNITy lEGAl AID ClINIC RECEIvES 
pROvINCIAl BOOST

Legal Aid Ontario has provided a nearly $400,000 
boost to the Community Legal Aid clinic of  York 
Region. The York Region Clinic serves the largest low 
income population base in Ontario.   Even with the just 
announced new funding, York Region’s nearly 200,000 
low income residents will still only be able to access 
less than half  of  the range of  legal services from 
their community legal clinic compared to the average 
Ontarian.  

SHARE yOUR MEMORIES
On September 9 of  this year, Queen Elizabeth II 

is expected to overtake Queen Victoria’s record as 
our longest reigning monarch since confederation. 
To aid in an upcoming community project to mark 
the occasion, we are collecting your memories of  the 
Head of  State. If  you have had any royal encounters, 
remember where you were when the Queen ascended 
the throne following the death of  George VI, have 
special memories of  watching the Coronation, or any 
other thoughts to share, please email brock@auroran.
com. 

Welcome Table has big plans for 
the future – and you can help
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
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CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Fri., Aug. 14  Glass Amp   Sat. Aug. 15  BillikLIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Escape the heat 
and come cool off 

in 
The Hunt Pub!

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business
Meeting Rooms and the Famous Hunt Pub with Live Entertainment

Two one hour structured lessons daily. Games, Arts and Crafts and much more...

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

Ridgewood 
Farm

RIDGEWOOD FARM 

Make memories this summer at Ridgewood Farm!

Camp runs from 9am to 3pm 
Early drop off/late pick up available.  
9 sessions of camp to choose from

SUMMER CAMP

Your Best Summer 
Starts Here!

T
E

E
N

519-941-4501
www.teenranch.on.ca

SUMMER 

Hockey
Horses 

Soccer • Extreme 

BMX 
Overnight & Day 
Camps 

Father/Son/Daughter Hockey Camp

CAMP appearances and coliseum concert 
tours. 

The Spoons are a Canadian new wave 
synthpop formed in 1979 in Burlington. 
They recoded several Canadian chart 
hits between 1982 and 1989, and in 
1983 they won Group of  the Year at the 
U-Know awards. Early in the band’s 
career, they opened for The Police, Joan 
Jett and toured with Culture Club.

“Despite Chilliwack having 12 
albums and 19 platinum awards, they 
are, in my opinion, a timeless classic,” 
says Shelley Ware, Special Events 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora. 
“All ages are still huge fans of  them. 
In fact, booking them was a challenge 
because of  how much they are currently 
in demand. I think this is going to be a 
really good experience, especially for 
the residents of  Aurora.

“The Spoons actually launched their 
30th anniversary tour this year. With a 
lot of  people I was speaking to in testing 

out audience appeal, The Spoons played 
a lot of  high schools in Aurora many 
years ago and so I am really hoping to 
be able to provide a treat to those who 
saw them and give them a nostalgic 
feel. I am pretty confident The Spoons 
are going to impress the community. 
Their performance level right now 
is extremely strong, extremely well-
scripted. I think if  you’re not a Spoons 
fan, you will be by the end of  the 
concert.”

Chilliwack will perform the evening 
of  Friday, September 11, and The 
Spoons will perform the following 
evening at 9 p.m. After 8 p.m. on the 
Friday and Saturday Ribfest is only 
open to those 18 years of  age and older 
who have purchased – and are wearing 
– a valid wristband. 

Wristbands cost $5 each and are sold 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
and the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex, as well as on-site at Machell 
Park.

Wristband policy in place for Ribfest

Community garden “template” proposed for Aurora
By Brock Weir

Projects to provide a place for people 
to meet their neighbours, get fresh 
air and exercise, and feel a sense of  
accomplishment can only be a plus – but 
if  it can also provide a place for people to 
grow their own food, so much the better, 
according to advocates proposing a new 

community garden in Aurora.
Aurora’s Environmental Advisory 

Committee is calling on Council this 
month to explore the costs and feasibility 
of  ploughing under a portion of  McMahon 
Park to create a new community garden, 
and begin a public consultation process 
within the surrounding community.

Aurora currently has one community 

garden near the foot of  Industrial 
Parkway South, run in conjunction with 
the York Region Food Network.

According to advocates, McMahon 
Park, located just northeast of  Yonge and 
Wellington, has been targeted to develop 
a second location – one which could serve 
as a template for community gardens in 
other local parks down the road – through 
discussions with local residents. Such 
gardens, they say, are “important tools 
towards reducing our carbon footprint 
by allowing those who choose to live in 
urban areas the opportunity to spend 
time working with nature by growing 
food and being able to walk or cycle to the 
garden.”

In the plan presented to the Committee 
(EAC), the McMahon Garden would start 
off  with approximately 12 shared garden 
plots, and could include programs 
demonstrating gardening techniques 
and irrigation, with some services 
provided to members for a fee.

The existing community garden has 
a hefty waiting list, they argued, and 
uptake in a new garden – should one be 
permitted for McMahon Park – would be 
swift. 

“It will be designed to meet the 
increasing need for garden space 
and offer the neighbourhood a place 
for community members to gather, a 
sustainable food source, gardening 
space, mentoring and educational 
opportunities, prospect of  community 
partnerships, joint stewardship of  public 
spaces, while contributing to healthy 
and active lifestyles,” say advocates. 
“McMahon Park is a large public space 
with areas of  high sun exposure and 
acceptable soil. The project also intends 
to maintain the integrity of  this public 
space by respecting the current layout of  
the land and developing the community 
garden in an underutilized portion of  the 
park, where it will not disrupt current 
park users.”

McMahon Park is currently 
used predominantly by the Aurora 
Community Tennis Club. 

The proposal was brought to EAC by 
local naturalist Klaus Wehrenberg and 
Catherine Cook, a former administrator 
for the existing community garden. 

“The community garden we do have 

is quite a bit out of  the way,” said Mr. 
Wehrenberg. “I am not a member of  the 
Aurora garden partly because it was 
already filled up. There must be a certain 
demand that is not being filled because 
many people who might want to become 
a member put their name on the list. If  
we have community gardens in more 
parks we would have gardens you would 
be able to walk and cycle to and be able 
to meet your neighbours. That is the big 
thing – getting families and kids to be a 
part of  it.

“This is now at the stage where 
we need community input. This first 
park would establish a prototype. If  
you wanted to have more parks and 
community gardens right off  the back, 
you would have to have some people in 
that area who are interested in this who 
are going to be helpful in establishing it.”

As the one-time coordinator of  the 
York Region Food Network for nine years, 
Ms. Cook said waiting lists of  between 10 
and 15 families looking for a chance to 
dig into the dirt and grow their own food 
is not unusual.

“Just word of  this getting out into our 
neighbourhood, these people on those 
waiting lists…it would be word of  mouth 
that would get the people to our new 
community garden,” said Ms. Cook.

Should Council sign off  on 
investigating the costs of  turning a 
segment of  McMahon Park into a 
community garden at this month’s 
Council meeting slated for August 11, Mr. 
Wehrenberg and Ms. Cook say they hope 
public open houses on the subject will 
soon be in the works and the garden in 
place by the spring of  2016. 

An inevitability, they said, was 
initial interest might come from 
neighbourhoods surrounding the park, 
but it would be a draw for others living 
elsewhere as well. If  it comes to pass this 
ultimately turns out to be a template 
for other community gardens in several 
other parks, “this would sort itself  out 
naturally,” said Mr. Wehrenberg.

HAVE YOUR SAY – Should Aurora set 
aside space in larger area parks to create 
community gardens? Send your thoughts 
to letters@auroran.com. 
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The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables
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FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and property issues  
arising from separating families. A practitioner  
of Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Aurora’s “Diefenbunker” featured in Doors Open Aurora
Featured in Doors Open 

Aurora is one of  the most 
interesting of  the sites of  the 
tour, known as the Aurora 
Readiness Centre or Aurora’s 
“Diefenbunker”.  

Outwardly, its appearance 
is of  a 19th century brick 
farmhouse. The only indicator 
that something different lies 
within is the concrete upper 
section of  an exit shaft in the side 
garden. It leads below to a remarkable 
time capsule of  Canada’s response to 
the threat of  nuclear war in the early 
1960s.

Popularly known as “Aurora’s 
Diefenbunker”, the site was the 
Metropolitan Toronto Emergency 
Preparedness Centre and Police 
Readiness Centre, which was intended 
to be used at a time of  National Crisis.   

The late 1950s and early 1960s 
was the height of  the Cold War. 
With the bombing of  the Second 
World War political tensions and the 
threat of  a nuclear attack seemed 
very real. Following the successful 
implementation of  an underground 
shelter by the British government, 
the Canadian government built an 
underground shelter at Carp, near 
Ottawa in 1959, to house the Prime 
Minister and up-to 300 top officials 
of  the Federal government and the 
military for 30 days in the event of  a 
nuclear war.

The Ontario Provincial Government 
of  the day created a similar structure 
located at Camp Borden.

In 1962, the Metro Toronto 
government decided to create a nuclear 
control centre just north of  Toronto, in 
Aurora, at the time of  the the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Aurora was chosen 
primarily for its location at a safe 
distance from the projected epicentre 
of  any nuclear bomb in Toronto as well 
as its proximity above the Oak Ridges 
Moraine.

One theory is that perhaps the blast 
from a nuclear attack on Toronto would 
be deflected away from Aurora by the 
natural feature, which would spare the 
community from the worst effects of  

atomic weapons.   
Another primary reason 

for selection of  this particular 
location was that the main 
evacuation area for Toronto 
residents was also in the 
north, and a primary route to 
the north was Yonge Street. 
Aurora, with Yonge Street 
running through the centre of  
Town, was perfectly situated to 

be the coordination centre for any such 
evacuation effort. 

A site was purchased for $31,000 
at the north end of  Old Yonge Street 
containing a century old farmhouse. 
The vendor incidentally was Jack 
Caplan, father-in-law of  Elinor Caplan 
(MP and MPP) and grandfather of  
David Caplan (MPP).

Unlike those at Carp and Borden, 
the Metro Toronto Shelter was not 
intended to house people for long 
periods; it was to serve as a Control 
Centre where Metro politicians and 
emergency services staff  would gather 
to coordinate the municipal response 
to the crisis.  It was understood that 
accommodation for the officials would 
be provided at nearby St. Andrew’s 
College.  

In an early example of  Adaptive 
Reuse, the control Centre complete 
with concrete bomb shelter was 
built beneath the existing 100-year 
old farmhouse and extending under 
the side garden.  The focal point 
was the operations room (10.6 x 18.3 
metres in area), which was installed 
with illuminated maps and charts 
documenting the status of  the crisis.  
Alongside the huge map of  the Toronto 
area, hand drawn by Capt. Letson, Sgt. 
Grigsby and Sgt. Freeland, in January 
1962, are ominous charts where lists 
of   “Casualties – Dead, Rescuable and 
Wounded” were to be recorded for each 
sector of  the region.  Another chart 
identifies Radiation data and estimated 
“dose rates.”

Elsewhere in the shelter is the 
telephone call centre from which 
commands would be sent out to those 
still alive in the city, if  indeed there 
still was a city to control.

There is an Emergency Water 
Supply, and numerous other charts 
documenting equipment, police and 
fire station, food, and water supplies 
to be used in bringing order back to a 
devastated Toronto.  Evidence found 
near the water supply area, suggests 
that Metropolitan Toronto secured 
American assistance and expertise 
when constructing the shelter.  
Scratched into wet concrete are the 
names “G. Van Beek    B. Hilary, USMC, 
Jan 10, 1963.”

Other than use as a training centre 
by the Toronto Emergency Task force 
and a secure Police Readiness centre, 
the site was fortunately never used for 
its primary intended purpose.  

By 1977 as cold-war tensions eased 
and the power of  modern day weapons 
made the shelter increasingly obsolete, 
Metro-politicians began to wonder 
why they were still paying $25,000 to 
maintain the Aurora property and 
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905-841-2462 
silvia.birk@rbc.com 

Gilles Tomasso 
Mobile Mortgage Specialist 
416-580-6840 
gilles.tomasso@rbc.com 

Feel more in control of your  
future with sound financial  
advice. Talk to an RBC advisor. 

Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal Mutual Funds Inc. a member company under RBC Wealth Management. 
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Interior & Exterior Painting   
Home Staging 

Blinds & Shutters 
Free Estimates 

& Colour Consultations 

Proudly servicing  
Aurora residents for 23 years

TERRY ECKERT

905.727.7048  |  decoratingworks@gmail.com  |  decoratingworks.ca

DECORATING WORKS!

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted
 

15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!

100’s of
 

www.thelightspot.ca

IDEASLIGHTING
with 100’s 

Friends and supporters of the Blues and Cruise turned out at Town Park’s Bandshell for the event’s official 
launch. From left, Katelyn Dupuis of Highland, Blues Fest supporter Stewart Maclaren, Councillor John Abel, 
festival supporter Greg Smith, Councillor Tom Mrakas, and Highland’s Jennifer Copley. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Blues and Cruise to help breathe new life into old musical friends
By Brock Weir

Giving young and emerging 
musicians a venue and an all-important 
audience has been a long-time mandate 
of  the Aurora Winter Blues Festival, but 
this summer organizers are focusing 
on being with these young musicians 
from the ground floor.

As the Aurora Winter Blues Festival 
(AWBF) takes on the summer with 
this September’s inaugural Blues and 
Cruise, the Festival is joining forces 
with the Optimist Club of  Aurora and 
The Arts music store in collecting used 
musical instruments for local students 
who can only dream of  holding a 
musical instrument of  their own. 

“A lot of  music programs don’t exist 
in grade schools anymore,” says Jamie 
Macdonald, co-founder of  the AWBF. 
“In high school, students basically have 
to bring their own musical instruments 
if  they want to participate in the band 
programs and that was a bit of  an eye-
opener for us. Our son was heavily 
involved in the music program at 
Aurora High School and we started 
doing various fundraisers to help offset 
the cost not only of  the trips, but to 

purchase some of  the instruments as 
well. They are fairly expensive and 
through The Arts and other music 
shops, they have rentals, but anyone 
who has a financial hardship, it is a 
tough decision for a family to make.”

Enter the Optimists.
This year’s Blues and Cruise will 

include a donation drive where any and 
all attendees will be able to drop off  their 
old musical instruments, regardless of  
condition, to pay it forward. Kimberley 
Kerr, president of  the Aurora Optimists, 
contacted the AWBF and said they 
wanted to put an additional focus on 
music complimenting their existing 
youth programs. 

The seeds were planted this past 
winter and AWBF organizers saw a 
perfect fit.

“We have had a long-standing 
relationship with Patty Keele, owner of  
The Arts, and she has wanted to make 
greater inroads to local schools as 
well,” says Mr. Macdonald. “It is a joint 
collaboration bringing in Patty and 
The Arts, and Kimberley Kerr. Jointly, 
we’re going to be putting more focus 
on how we can help local schools and 
one effort is our drive here. We can put 

COMING EVENTS

these musical instruments back into 
schools. To augment our existing Youth 
in Music programs with instruments is 
great.

“The Arts does repairs and we’re 
looking at instruments that might 
need some light refurbishing that Patty 
would help out with as well.”

Blues and Cruise takes over Aurora’s 
Town Park on September 2. Headlining 
the event will be award-winning blues 
guitarist Jack de Keyzer. The Cruise 
will be handled by the Aurora Car 
Club, who will be filling the park’s ball 
diamond with their collective fleet of  
classic cars. 

“We are extremely excited about 
this,” said Mr. Macdonald. “Jack is 
probably one of  the foremost award-
winning blues artists in Canada and 
just a real road warrior. He does about 
200+ gigs a year and we’re quite excited 
to have him come in. Our mandate is to 
showcase local youth bands, so we have 
Graham Young leading us in on that 
night and during the intermission The 
Arts will have a younger band coming 
in, so we’re quite excited about that as 
well.

“There is a little bit of  everything for 
everybody that night.”

SATURDAy, AUGUST 8
The Aurora Historical Society hosts 

their Closing Ceremonies and A Taste of  
Wimbledon today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Enjoy 
traditional Wimbledon-style refreshments 
(think strawberries and cream, Pimm’s, and 
sandwiches). Closing ceremonies will be held at 
3:30pm.

WEDNESDAy, AUGUST 12
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents the free theatrical show Alexander & 
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day. 
Based on the beloved book by Judith Viorst, this 
family-friendly play follows Alexander through 
his terrible day – complete with singing, dancing 
and tons of  audience interaction! Presented by To 
Be Determined Theatre Co. Two performances: 
11.15 a.m. and 2 p.m. Each performance lasts 
approximately 45 minutes, with an audience talk 
back after the show. Suitable for ages 0 and up! 
A free family event, generously sponsored by 
Meridian Aurora. Please pick up your free tickets 
in person in advance; last year the show sold out! 
Sorry, no phone orders. For information visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues 

tonight with Tom Leadbeater: Spirit of  Nova 
Scotia. A Canadian tenor from the musically rich 
island of  Cape Breton, Leadbeater and his Celtic 
band will fill our summer’s eve with beautiful 
songs and the spirit of  Nova Scotia. Concerts run 
from 7 – 9 p.m. Delicious food is available through 
on-site vendors at a nominal cost and donations 
of  non-perishable food will be gladly accepted for 
the Aurora Food Pantry.

FRIDAy, AUGUST 14
The Town of  Aurora’s Movies in the Park 

celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. Tonight, 
enjoy Annie under the stars at Ada Johnson Park 
(60 Hartwell Way). Arrive early to enjoy the pre-
movie surprises! All movies begin at dusk.

SATURDAy, AUGUST 15
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

celebrates Doors Open from 10 a.m. – 4  p.m. Drop by 
to enjoy live painting demonstrations by the group 
Local Colour Aurora, a Postcards of  Old Aurora 
heritage display by Bob McRoberts, live music by 
local pianists in Brevik Hall, and a community 
art project that invites your participation! Free 
entry – all welcome. For info, call 905 713-1818, or 
visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

WEDNESDAy, AUGUST 19
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series continues 

tonight with the Dixie Chicklets. This tribute to 
the Dixie Chicks, the highest-selling female group 

in any genre, will be a night about Wide Open 
Spaces and their other great hits. Concerts run 
from 7 – 9 p.m. Delicious food is available through 
on-site vendors at a nominal cost and donations 
of  non-perishable food will be gladly accepted for 
the Aurora Food Pantry.

SATURDAy, AUGUST 22
The Town of  Aurora’s Movies in the Park 

celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. Tonight, 
enjoy a classic, The Mighty Ducks, under the 
stars at Town Park (49 Wells Street). Arrive early 
to enjoy the pre-movie surprises! All movies 
begin at dusk.

WEDNESDAy, AUGUST 26
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents Just Fears Art Performance as part 
of  the Passage Between Two Worlds Gallery 
Exhibition. This interactive performance will 
be the reimagining of  the public’s fears collected 
from the start of  the exhibition. 1 p.m.; all 
welcome. For information, call 905 713-1818, or 
visit auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series 

concludes tonight with Absolute Journey – a 
fun night of  rock and pop by one of  the world`s 
best-selling bands: Journey. Don’t Stop Believin’ 
we’re going to have a great party dancing to this 
band’s greatest hits. Concerts run from 7 – 9 
p.m. Delicious food is available through on-site 
vendors at a nominal cost and donations of  non-
perishable food will be gladly accepted for the 
Aurora Food Pantry.

TUESDAy, SEpTEMBER 1
The Town of  Aurora’s Movies in the Park 

celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. Tonight, 
enjoy Frozen under the stars at Hickson Park (155 
Conover Avenue). Arrive early to enjoy the pre-
movie surprises! All movies begin at dusk.

THURSDAy, SEpTEMBER 3
The Town of  Aurora’s Movies in the Park’s 

10th Anniversary Season concludes this evening. 
Tonight, enjoy The Lego Movie under the stars at 
Norm Weller Park (250 McClellan Way). Arrive 
early to enjoy the pre-movie surprises! All movies 
begin at dusk.

SUNDAy, SEpTEMBER 20
Join the Aurora Seniors’ Association to 

celebrate their 10th anniversary at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. See how far we’ve come! 1 – 4 
p.m. 90 John West Way. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, call 905-726-4767.

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject line 
“Coming Events”.
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Jason K. Allan 

Estate Litigation 
Administration 
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15393 Yonge Street, 
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www.jallanlaw.com
jason@jallanlaw.com
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Education program could address swimming pool discharge
By Brock Weir

Despite stormy weather, many 
Aurorans spent this past Civic 
Holiday weekend basking in the sun 
around the pool – but what happens 
when the pool has to be cleaned? That 
is a question the Town might ask you 
to give serious consideration.

This month, Council will consider 
a recommendation from Aurora’s 
Environmental Advisory Committee 
calling on a public education campaign 
and strategy to “instruct” residents 
on the proper discharge of  water from 
private swimming pools and hot tubs.

In their recommendations, the 
committee (EAC) underscored the 
importance of  getting this education 
campaign up and running well before 
the fall, ahead of  local pool owners 
preparing to close their pools for the 
winter season. 

The issue of  pool discharge, and its 
potential impacts on the environment, 
is an issue which was brought to the 
fore by local environmentalist Peter 
Piersol, a former member of  EAC, who 
said he began to question the impacts 
on the local watershed whiling away a 
summer evening a few years ago in a 
friend’s back yard.

Their property, he said, backed onto 
a creek, and all of  a sudden significant 
noise rose nearby and from the flow in 
the creek it was clear a neighbour was 
discharging water into the creek.

From that point, Mr. Piersol set 
out to determine just how many 
pools in Aurora backed onto creeks, 
waterbodies and the Oak Ridges 

Moraine.
“We could see the adverse impacts,” 

he said. “Aurora is on the Oak Ridges 
Moraine and also at the headwaters 
of  the Lake Simcoe Watershed. Here 
are creeks that are very important 
and flowing into very important 
watersheds. [Through Google Earth] 
I found 140 pools backing onto creeks 
and streams. There are many that 
don’t. There is an issue here.”

Compounding that issue is other 
municipalities such as Toronto, 
Brantford and Mississauga have 
certain guidelines on the books to 
govern the issue of  pool maintenance 
and the environment, but Aurora 
falls short. Getting Aurora up to 
par with the others would require 
a bylaw – either new, or a revision 
of  an existing bylaw – which would 
then be incorporated into the Town’s 
stormwater management plan.

“We need initiatives so we can 
protect our creeks, rivers and the 
moraine,” he concluded.

Changing the stormwater 
management plan could be a lengthy 
process, but committee members 
agreed education could happen 
“almost immediately.”

“Without that, we won’t get 
anywhere,” said member Melville 
James. “Guidelines will just get 
tossed away and little handouts just 
get tossed away. We have to look at this 
from a public awareness approach.”

While the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority has 
mechanisms in place to monitor the 
flow into local waterways, the Town 

would see the value in an education 
program, said Christina Nagy-Oh, 
Program Manager for Environmental 
Initiatives at Town Hall.

“I am all for public education 
because I think when you use common 
sense you can actually prevent a lot of  
damage and I think it is actually a lot 
easier and more effective than having 
bylaw officers go out and neighbours 
snitching on neighbours and that kind 
of  negativity,” she said, responding to 
concerns voiced by committee member 
Nancee Webb, who said she would like 
to see fines for people who break rules 
surrounding pool discharge. 

“I think there are better ways. I 
think everyone should consider the 
ramifications of  all that. As for the 
water quality, both solid and liquid 
chlorine added to pool water turns 
into gaseous vapour and evaporates 
into the air. It will dissipate from the 
stormwater sewer before it goes into 
the creek.”

While an education component 
on discharge from pools and hot 
tubs into the local environment, 
including storm sewers, could be 
the order of  the day with Council’s 
approval, other issues should also be 
on the radar, cautioned Ms. Nagy-Oh. 
These include coating and sealing 
of  driveways which she said was a 
“massive issue” and significant source 
for hydrocarbons getting into run-off  
water.

“We have a lot of  issues we need 
to contend with and I want to make 
sure that if  we’re putting effort into 
this we’re also doing other important 

Future of Aurora’s Canada Post bylaw remains “elephant in room”
By Brock Weir

Earlier this year, Aurora followed in 
the footsteps of  the City of  Hamilton 
in trying to regulate where Canada 
Post places new community mailboxes 
as they phase out door-to-door mail 
delivery service.

While Hamilton’s bylaw was 
ultimately thrown out by a judge after 
Canada Post took the municipality to 
the Federal Courts, Aurora’s bylaw 
still remains on the books. 

The bylaw in question, which was 
passed by Council this past spring 
on a 7 – 2 vote, was first floated by 
Councillor Tom Mrakas. Its intent was 
to require Canada Post to apply for 
permits with the municipality in the 
same way other companies like Rogers 
and Bell do on the placement of  their 
street hardware.

Its effectiveness and its future, 
however, were called into question 
when representatives from Canada Post 
appeared before Council last month to 
answer community concerns over mail 
services and their community mailbox 
installation plans.

They said they brought forward 
mailbox agreements hammered 
out at the Federation of  Canadian 
Municipalities to Aurora’s attention 
when they found out the agreement had 
not already been shared with the local 
municipality and also as the wheels 
began to advance Aurora’s own bylaw. 
They said they hoped the agreement 
might facilitate “an agreement going 
forward without going forward with 
that bylaw.”

“As you can appreciate, every 
municipality in Canada [is moving 
towards the phasing-out of] door-

to-door delivery,” said Canada Post 
representative Andrew Walasek. 
“Having to work with individual 
bylaws really isn’t feasible. That is why 
we do have this umbrella agreement 
we use. Unfortunately, this didn’t get 
into the hands of  the proper people 
back when this process started.”

Councillor Mrakas, on the other 
hand, highlighted the agreement 
in question acknowledges the 
municipality has jurisdiction of  the 
roadways and rights of  way impacted 
by the placement of  these boxes and 
questioned why the issue of  applying 
for a permit for their placement isn’t 
feasible.

“It comes down to an issue where this 
is being [rolled out] across the country 
over the next five years,” said Mr. 
Walasek. “I can certainly appreciate 
municipal jurisdiction and that is why 
we try to speak with municipalities. 
We try to work with municipalities to 
find the best sites that are possible. We 
have had a lot of  success across the 
country working in places that have 
already been converted and our hope 
certainly today is we will have that in 
Aurora as well.

Despite the delegation, Councillor 
Mrakas said he remained glad Aurora 
enacted its own bylaw because, in its 
absence, the “meaningful consultation” 
now underway would not have been 
happening. For Councillor Michael 
Thompson, however, whether or not 
Canada Post intended to “adhere” 
to Aurora’s bylaw remained “the 
elephant in the room”.

“This is a discussion we will 
certainly have to follow up,” said Mr. 
Walasek. “Perhaps this forum isn’t 
the ideal one to have it at the moment, 

but there will certainly need to be 
discussions with the municipality.”

Added Councillor Thompson: 
“Certainly from our perspective, that 
would ensure that there is meaningful 
consultation because it provides us 
with that meaningful opportunity as 
opposed to some of  the discussions 
earlier where the driver was meeting 
deadlines.”

things [to target] other major 
pollutants.”
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2015/2016 REGISTRATION  

 
 
In office registration: Wednesday, August 5, 12, 19, 26, September 2, 9, 2015 (7:00 – 9:00 pm) 

AMHA Office at ACC1 (Yonge and Aurora Heights Drive) 
     
REGISTRATION fees for the 2015/2016 season are:  
 
 
$560.00  Players born 1995 through 2009* 
 
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2015* (for returning players) 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2008 and 2009 must register in person and submit a copy 
of a birth certificate and proof of residency. It is recommended that 2009 players have either 
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants. 
 
Refunds (less $25 administration fee) will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2015. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Tigers’ Richmond makes move  
to the OHL

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Tigers’ bench boss has 
been called up to the junior big leagues.

James Richmond, affectionately 
known as “JR” in hockey circles, will 
be joining the OHL’s Mississauga 
Steelheads’ staff  for the 2015-16 season, 
taking the position as assistant coach.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity,” said 
Richmond. “It’s a team with a lot of  
promise.”

With training camp set to start in just 
over a month, Richmond was one of  
three new additions to the Steelheads’ 
staff, along with Jan Egert as assistant 
general manager and Ryan Daniels as 
video coach. 

JR leaves behind him an extremely 
successful tenure as head coach in 
Aurora, twice named OJHL Coach of  
the Year in 2013 and 2014. Although 
the Tigers bowed out of  the playoffs 
unexpectedly early last season, 
Richmond led them to first-place in 
regular season standings with players 
taking home a handful of  hardware. 
Eric Williams was named the recipient 
of  the Top Defenceman award while 

Cameron Morrison earned the award 
for top rookie. 

Richmond joined the Tigers in 2010, 
improving their season record each 
year and bringing the team to the 
third-ranked position in minor junior 
in the country. He will continue to be a 
member of  the player development staff  
of  the NHL’s Los Angeles Kings.

“I’ve been given the chance to work 
for some great clubs,” he said. “My time 
in Aurora was some of  the best years 
I’ve had.”

Although failing to take home a 
Buckland Cup during his tenure, the 
Aurora Tigers went to the OJHL finals 
two years ago when they lost to the 
Toronto Lakeshore Patriots in six 
games.

“It’s a great team with a great future,” 
said Richmond, who turned the team 
from a sub-.500 season to a championship 
contender in his first year.

Mississauga will be looking to put 
their newest coach to use immediately, 
as the Steelheads, having only made 
the transition from the St. Michael’s 
Majors three years ago, have a long road 
to success still ahead. They finished the 
2014-15 season with a record of  25-40-
3, missing the playoffs for the second 
straight year.

“It’s a young team with a lot of  
potential,” said Richmond, a Richmond 
Hill native. “The staff  is excellent, and 
they’ve got a lot of  good young guys…
I’m excited about the opportunity.”

The Steelheads are set to open the 
OHL season against the Ottawa 67’s at 
the Hershey Centre on Sept. 25.

The Tigers, meanwhile, have recently 
named Mark Joslin as Richmond’s 
replacement at the head coach and 
assistant general manager positions. 
Joslin was most recently the head coach 
of  the OJHL’s North York Rangers, who 
fell in the first round of  playoffs last 
season. It’s his second stint with the 
Tigers, with whom he won the RBC Cup 
in 2007 serving as an assistant coach.

“A Richmond Hill resident for 51 years, 
past OJHL experience includes winning 
the Dudley Hewitt Championship with 
the Aurora Tigers in 2007,” said Tigers 
Manager Barry Quinn in a statement. 
“Mark has also coached in Pickering, 
Stouffville, and the Ranger. In addition 
to his coaching experience, Mark is a 
skills development specialist working 
with numerous players at all levels of  
the game including Anthony Peluso 
(Winnipeg Jets), Chris Tierney (San 
Jose Sharks), Connor McDavid (Erie 
Otters) and Derek Joslin (Carolina 
Hurricanes).”

 With 14 players returning to the 
active roster for the 2015-16 season, 
Tigers main camp is set to open next 
week.

James Richmond, pictured centre behind the bench, is leaving the Tigers for the OHL in Mississauga. 
Auroran file photo by Jeff Doner
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CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 37. 20ʼs - 30ʼs art design
 38. Payment (abbr.)
 39. Food grain
 40. Indefinitely long period of time
 41. Rear
 43. Without (French)
 45. Wood sorrels
 46. Express pleasure
 47. Recurring artistic pattern
 49. Deaf language
 50. Runs PCs
 53. Minimal punishment
 57. Repeat
 58. Give extreme unction to
 59. Inflammatory skin disease
 60. Large Aussie flightless bird
 61. Polish Air Show city

  1. Malay sailboats
  6. Beach material
 10. Heroic tale
 14. Peers
 15. Unseen
 17. Plucking implement
 19. Radioactivity unit
 20. Stamping device
 21. Quake
 22. Foot (Latin)
 23. Living body covering
 24. Turfs
 26. Gate swinging devices
 29. Nail
 31. Sharp bodily pain
 32. Status equality
 34. Horse height measure
 35. Political Asylum Research & 
       Documentation Service

  1. Anjou or comice
  2. __ Nui, Easter Island
  3. Towards the mouth or 
      oral region
  4. 4th Caliph of Islam
  5. Soviet Socialist Republics
  6. Moslem mystics
  7. Game stake
  8. Pt. midway between N and NW
  9. Female deer pelts
 10. Glaze used to stiffen fabrics
 11. Unhittable serves
 12. Pathogen
 13. Promotional materials
 16. Setting up a golf drive
 18. Lyric poems
 22. Atomic #46
 23. Genus Alosa
 24. __ Claus
 25. Not even
 27. Fencing swords
 28. Conway, N.H. river
 29. Brake horsepower

 30. Wild leek
 31. Prefix for before
 33. “Splash” director Howard
 35. Sleeveless apronlike dress
 36. Book of the Apostles mission
 37. V.P. Quayle
 39. Dish directions
 42. Revolve
 43. Particular instance of selling
 44. Exclamation of surprise
 46. Wimbledon champion Arthur
 47. Millisecond
 48. Ammo & chemical corp.
 49. Tip of Aleutian Islands
 50. Expired
 51. Norwayʼs capital
 52. Plant stalk
 53. Macaws
 54. Indochina battleground (slang)
 55. Armed conflict
 56. Ribonucleic acid

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

 33. Three-toed sloth
 34. Actor
 36. Lawyerʼs organization
 37. Maldives capital
 38. In bed
 39. Wedgelike metal fastener
 40. Winglike structures
 41. Mesoamerican resin
 44. Glasses
 45. Green
 48. Large South American 
       burrowing rodent
 49. Shoulder blades
 50. Noahʼs boat
 51. A female ogre

  1. Molten rocks
  7. More (Spanish)
 10. Artists  ̓workrooms
 12. Radiant light around an object
 13. More threadbare
 14. Moses  ̓elder brother
 15. Become aware of
 16. Exclamation of relief
 17. Swiss river
 18. Mimics
 19. Colored fabric
 21. A bunch of bills
 22. Despised
 27. “Todayʼs” Roker
 28. “Twilight Zone” host

  1. Unkind
  2. Vestments
  3. A derisive remark
  4. Japanese apricot
  5. They __
  6. Soviet Socialists Republics
  7. Arad river
  8. Lined up one beside another
  9. Diego, Francisco or Anselmo
 10. One who analyzes metals
 11. To that place
 12. Expressed pleasure
 14. Fills with horror
 17. Find a sum
 18. Cognizant
 20. Female making debut 
       in society
 23. Members of U.S. Navy

 24. A group of three
 25. And, Latin
 26. Fall back time
 29. What was that?
 30. Inches per minute (abbr.)
 31. American/Canadian falls
 32. North Palestine region
 35. Bird beak
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Smart
 40. Three-banded armadillo
 41. Short cloak
 42. Scops owl genus
 43. 100 = 1 afghani
 44. A health resort
 45. Equal, prefix
 46. Microgram
 47. Make imperfect

CROSSWORD pUZZlE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution
Custom Graphic Design 
for All your Marketing Needs!
Business Cards & Labels
Brochures & Post Cards 
Flyers & Door Hangers
Wedding Invitation Packages!
Large Format Design 
(Signs & Banners)
Custom Holiday / All Occasion 
Cards & Photo Cards

Express Printing - 
same day !

T: 905-841-9700  
F: 905-841-8743

cards@embassycards.com
www.embassycards.com

220 Industrial Pkwy. South 
Unit 38, Aurora

905-726-4132

August 10 - 4 Days
August 22 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS StArt:

G2 ROAD 
TEST PASS 
GUARANTEE!!

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Barbarians U18 squads split double-header
By Jake Courtepatte

The Under-18 Aurora Barbarians 
Premier team brought their record 
above the .500 level with a win over 
Brampton at home on Thursday, while 
the ‘B’ squad failed to rally against 
North Halton.

Shawn Hamid put up two tries in the 
winning contest, while Anthony Vella 
and George Caccamo put up singles in 
a 26 – 0 blowout. Alex Railton had three 
conversions.

The team’s updated 3 – 2 record is a 
welcome sight after starting the season 
off  with two straight losses.

“We’ve really picked up our game,” 
said Sandy Townsend, head coach of  
the Barbarians. “We had a fairly new 
team to start the year, so it’s nice to see 
them come together and learn to work 
together.”

With much of  the team graduating 
last season and the season prior, a good 
portion of  this year’s U18 squad is 
made up of  those graduated from the 
U16 program. 

“It’s nice to see those kids stay with 
us,” said Townsend. “It shows the 
quality of  the program.”

The double-header took place at 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 

School on Thursday.
It was the second time this season 

that the Barbs have laid a beating 
on Brampton, having won their first 
match of  the season mid-July with a 
41 – 5 victory over the Beavers, which 
Townsend credits as their “turning 
point”.

“We’ve got their number, it seems. 
We put up a lot of  points against 
Brampton, and those kind of  wins can 
do a lot for a team’s confidence. It’s just 
something we’ve got to carry into the 
next game.”

In the early game on Thursday, the 
‘B’ Barbarians put on the jets late but 
a weak first half  killed their chances. 
North Halton used their speed and 
acceleration to jump ahead in the first 
half, while Aurora couldn’t convert in 
time from the goal line before the half  
ended. Colton McDonald had two tries 
for the Barbs in a 19 – 15 loss.

“Both of  our teams have a lot of  
potential,” said Townsend. “They’re a 
dedicated group and exciting to watch.”

They fall to 2 – 3 on the season.
The U18 boys are at home again 

this Thursday against the Oakville 
Crusaders, 7:30 and 8:45p.m. at St. Max. 
The Crusaders are the only undefeated 
team in the Premiership division.

18 year old Cadet Chief Warrant Officer Regina Madarello from 2799 Queen’s York Rangers Royal Cana-
dian Army Cadet Corps in Aurora had an amazing and well deserved opportunity to represent Canada 
this summer while training in Australia. She was presented the Ambassador’s Award by Lieutenant-Col-
onel R. Evans, Commanding Officer of Regional Cadet Unit (Central). Army Cadet Exchange, Australia, is 
an advanced training course offered to senior cadets participating in the Canadian Cadet Program who 
have displayed dedication, knowledge, and perseverance at their local cadet unit and previous summer 
training courses.
Mandarello has been in cadets for 6 years, she joined for the opportunity to learn 
how to shoot, and since then she has traveled, done regional expeditions, and had  
various leadership opportunities. She has won top cadet at her home corps, as well as es-
prit de corps. She will be going into second year college at Seneca College. In her free time she  
enjoys weight lifting and playing basketball.                                          

Submitted by the Connaught Cadet Training Centre

The U18 Championship 
Barbarians (blue,  
pictured) fell to North 
Halton 19 - 15 on  
Thursday at St. Max.  
The Premiership squad 
defeated Brampton  
later in the evening. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte

For more information on the 
Aurora Barbarians club, visit www.
aurorabarbarians.com.
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From page 4

From page 9

The LMMSO’s acclaimed theatrical production returns.   
 

A picturesque drive away at the Historic Leaskdale Church,  
11850 Durham Road 1, Leaskdale. 
 
Experience the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery, famous author 
of Anne of Green Gables, during her first 15 years in Ontario 
(1911-1926), when she became a devoted mother, a world  
famous author, and the loyal wife of a Presbyterian minister.   
It was a time of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy, brought 
to life through Montgomery’s own powerful words. 

9 Shows Only! 
Sunday Aug 16, 23 & 30 - 3:00 pm 
Thursday August 20, 27 - 7:30 pm 

Saturday August 22, 29 - 3:00 & 7:30 pm 

Tickets $25 adult, $20 senior & student, available at :  
www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca/calendar-of-events 
or call 905-862-0808 

Maud of Leaskdale 

L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc. and is used under the licence of the LMMSO. 

7 201521

OPENS 
AUGUST 21

Info Line: 416.263.3330
† Does not include rides, games or food

All programs subject to change. 

2

ALL EVENTS FREE WITH ADMISSION!†

3

1 Alan Doyle
With Devin Cuddy Band
Sat Aug 22

Food Truck Frenzy
& Craft Beer Fest
Fri thru Sun Aug 28, 29 & 30

Bon Voyage:
Aerial Acrobatics &
Ice Skating Show
Starring Tessa Virtue & Scott Moir
Daily

2

3

1

Available at: participating Pizza Pizza restaurants (walk-in only); GO Transit stations; and at THEEX.COM

BUY BEFORE 
AUGUST 21 & SAVE up to

34%
Gift Card Tickets available at: participating
major GTA grocery stores while supplies last

Gift Card Tickets available at: 

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

suggested that it should be sold.
Duncan McPherson, Toronto 

Star, editorial cartoonist of  the day 
spoofed the debate with a cartoon 
illustrating cheering Soviets stating 
“Comrade Chairman – North America 
is Destroyed – Except for Two Voices 
– Monitored as Crombie and Godfrey 

Phoning Out for Pizza.”  
Police officials successfully argued 

that the site was still needed, and Metro 
Toronto continued to maintain the site 
through the end of  the Cold War.

By the early 1990s, however, it was 
clear that its days were numbered and 
in 1992 the property was put up for sale.

This unique site was finally 
purchased in 1996 by its current 
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Brodbeck, who 
found most of  its Cold War era contents 
still in place.  

The Brodbecks restored the 
above ground sections of  Victorian 
farmhouse to its 19th century 
appearance and have made it an 
attractive family home.  Fortunately, 
they have a strong awareness of  the 
uniqueness and significance of  the 
cold war era of  this property and have 
striven to ensure that the fixtures from 
this period remain intact.  

A visit to the shelter today is like 
a step back in time to a different era 
when Canadians believed that nuclear 
war was a very imminent threat.

Doors Open Aurora organizers are 
extremely pleased that Mr. and Mrs. 
Brodbeck have offered to open the 
doors of  the Aurora Readiness Centre 
for Doors Open Aurora. 

Please note that only the Emergency 
Control Room will be open to the public 
on that day.

Don’t forget to take a tour through 
this unique gem in Aurora and 
experience a part of  history!  

Doors Open arrives August 15

Cancer survivor walking through Aurora for Gilda’s Club
By Jake Courtepatte

Ruth Garrett walks for those that are 
faced with the same difficult path she 
traversed in 2013.

In September of  that year, she was 
given the news that she had a stage 
3 cancerous growth in her ovaries at 
Princess Margaret Hospital, knowing 
full well that her mother had died of  
breast cancer.

“On that day I decided I didn’t need 
to fight the cancerous growth. I needed 
to work with it to unravel any and 
all emotional scars propagating its 
existence.”

Cancer-free in 2015, Garrett has been 
given the chance to give back.

Beginning on the first of  August, 
Garrett has taken the first steps in a 
500-kilometre journey with the hopes 
of  raising at least $50,000 for Gilda’s 

Club Greater Toronto and Gilda’s 
Club Simcoe-Muskoka. It’s a place of  
emotional support for anyone living 
with cancer, as well as their family and 
friends affected by the disease.

“Mental support is all but forgotten 
sometimes when it comes to your 
health,” said Garrett. “But, as much 
as we need support physically within 
our bodies, we also need support 
emotionally. Something like cancer 
takes a huge toll on not only the person, 
but their family, and most people don’t 
know how to cope with such a thing.”

Gilda’s Club does not receive any 
direct government funding.

Aside from raising funds, Garrett 
says the walk is about awareness, to 
bring to light the need for emotional 
support for cancer patients and their 
families.

On August 24, a Monday, Garrett will 
be on her third leg of  the marathon 
walk when she travels from Aurora to 
Bradford, approximately a four-hour 
journey. It will be the third last day 
of  her walk, as she plans to arrive in 
Barrie two days later.

“It’s exhausting but so fulfilling,” 
said Garrett after a few days into her 
journey. “I’m taking a few pit stops a 
day…everyone has been so welcoming 
so far.”

Long distance walking is nothing 
new to Garrett. In 2006, she walked 

760 kilometres along the Camino de 
Santiago in northern Spain to raise 
money and awareness for the plight of  
women and children being trafficked in 
the sex trade.

“Walking is a release, and I enjoy it. 
To use it to raise money for a cause I 
care about is what makes me happy.”

She is also no stranger to self-
discovery. Garrett is the author of  five 
books on subjects such as resilience, 
creating the life you desire, emotional 
intelligence, self-discovery and having 
effective difficult conversations.

To learn more about Garrett’s 
trek, or to donate, go to www.
goingwalkabout2015.com.

of  my acceptance into the MicroFIT 
program - same program as the FIT 
program but for residential systems 
generating less power.  

I will have a 20 year contract with the 
government, to produce solar power 
which will be fed into the grid, just as 
the young man in the comic proposes to 
do with his head mounted solar panel, 
but it’s fed directly into PowerStreams 
grid, no batteries required.  

I will generate revenue based on 
a contracted rate which has been 
approved at the provincial level - for 
20 years! My break-even on the solar 
panels is about 5 years, so a great ROI 
and I am becoming a greener citizen as 
a result.   

  
Michele Boyer 

Aurora

lEttER  to  thE  EditoR

“On that day I decided I didn’t need to fight 
the cancerous growth. I needed to 
work with it to unravel any and all 

emotional scars propagating its existence.”
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Music in the Air at Concerts in the Park

Aurora’s popular Concerts in the Park series kicked off its 2015 season on July 8 with the kids’ concert “Suzie Sunshine”, which attracted crowds of youngsters and the young at heart. The show was led by Suzanne 
Brown, who has been performing for audiences for more than 30 years. She loves to share her joy of music with kids and adults alike. 

The second concert in the series on July 15 brought out some hometown talent in John  
Stinson’s Tribute to Gordon Lightfoot. His show-
case of Canada’s greatest songwriter and international  
folk-rock legend brought out hundreds of people spanning generations. 

These generations were up on their feet once again for an evening of jazz and swing led by The Megacity Big Band. An energetic evening of live Big Band and jazz favourites from the 1930s, 40s and 50s, everyone 
from kids to seniors had no hesitation in showing they could swing with the best of them. 

The fun continued this past Wednesday, July 29 with The Wheat Kings (above, and below left), the ultimate tribute to The Tragically Hop. This band delivered the same energy and style as the Tragically Hip them-
selves, giving audiences exactly what they came to feel and hear. Following this week’s concert featuring Eliana Cuevas on Wednesday night, the series continues with Tom Leadbeater and the Spirit of Nova Scotia 
on August 12, The Dixie Chicklets on August 19, and Absolute Journey on August 26. All concerts begin at 7 p.m. and donations to the Aurora Food Pantry are encouraged – and with a donation, you’re entered into 
a draw for the full TD Concert Experience. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer

Last week’s concert 
had the added bonus, 
right, of Mayor Dawe  
helping to announce 
the headliners for this 
September’s Ribfest.
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Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
AIRPORT LIMO

CLEANERS
PAINTING

PAINTING

PAVING/INTERLOCK

CONSTRUCTION/FLOORING

CREMATION

BLINDS & SHUTTERS MOVING

MASONRYLANDSCAPE/GARDENING

POOLS

(905) 841-6243
www.mollymaid.ca

Why take a chance...
go with who you know!

CRYSTAL
CLEANING

905-392-1589

 
...anyday
any time 

FREE 
Estimate

Commercial
Residential

• Heated Units 
• Packaging & Storage 
  Supplies (Buy or Rent) 
• 24 Hr Monitored Security 
• Video Surveillance 
• Indoor & Outdoor Storage 

905.775.6363 • 1.888.332.3438 • Cell: 905.252.2406
www.acmovingstorage.ca

25 yrs. experience

905-841-8949
416-520-6252

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

Why take a 
gas-guzzler? 

Hire an eco-friendly Hybrid for your next AIRPORT transfer.
Very competitive rates from only $80.00 

Call Alan @ 416-992-3811 or 905-727-8600
email: alan@eco-limo.ca   Website: Eco-Limo.ca

Not everyone
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there when they do... 
Advertise in Aurora’s At Your Service Directory

905 727-3300

Charles Emerson
Tree Service

ISA CERTIFIED 
ARBORIST

•  Tree & Stump 

905-801-5891
charlesemersontreeservice.com

Removals 
•  Pruning 
• Cabling 
• Bucket 
• Truck Service 
• Storm Damage 
• Brush Chipping   

Window Sill • Concrete • Foundation 
Tuckpointing • Paving • Interlock
Pool Deck • Repair & Replacement 

FREE ESTIMATES 
289-380-3524

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE DALTON’S PAINTING
 • Interior & Exterior Painting
   FREE ESTIMATES

905-773-5811

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers

 

• natural stone

• decks/fences

 

• flagstone

• retaining walls

 
• bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

Landscaping 
& Renovating

Fencing 
Decking

Basements
Interlocking
Stone Work

Flooring
Painting

Kwik Kurb

Zonta

zlr.ca
T (647) 668-4949
E peter_zonta@yahoo.ca

PETER ZONTA

SWIMMING

TREES & TRASH LYNN’S DECORATING

Email: skillzplus@hotmail.com  •  Senior Discount 10%

• Paint and Wallpaper
• Minor Repairs

Call 519-942-0201

• Climbers & Cabling
• Chipper & Stump
   Grinder
• Garbage &
   Metal

Call 519-217-1281

• Driveway Sealing (24 Hour ASAP
   Service Available)
• Interlock Sealing & Repair
• Sodding  • Fertilizing
• Weekly Lawn Services
• Hedge & Garden Bed Planting
   & Maintenance
• Full Commercial Property Services

Call for a Free Quote 416.877.2859
www.silvertonlandscape.ca

SWIMMING
LESSONS

•  Aurora Sideroad/York  
 Durham Line Location  
•  Warm 88F degree outdoor 
 salt water pool 
•  3-1 ratio 
•  Red cross & Lifesaving 
 Society Certifi ed instructors 
•  Positive learning 
 Environment 
•  Bronze, National Lifeguard.       
 Lifesaving instructors, Red     
 Cross and WSI 
 Crash courses available 
•  CPR 
 & First Aid 
 Courses
 available

905-866-2322 
aquakids@rogers.com

www.aquakids.ca

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPES CONSTRUCTION

One Version

LG-P(sp)

ROCK
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

Book NOW 
for Summer 
2015 and 
SAVE 10%

Landscape Design & Construction • Pool Installation & Remodeling

1-844-200-ROCK
info@rocklandscape.ca

1-844-200-7625
www.rocklandscape.ca

Let Us Turn Your Home Into Your Getaway! Contact Us For A Free Personal Consultation

• Interlocking, Driveways & Walkways
• Patio & Decks
• Custom Inground Pool Installation
• Flagstone & Natural Stone
• Waterfalls & Water Features
• Grading, Sodding & Planting
• Fences, Gazebos & Pergolas
• Outdoor Kitchens & Fireplaces
• Stone Masonry

• Free Personal Consultation
• Certified Landscape Architect/Designer
• Engineer, Technician & Project Manager
• Certified Pool Builder
• 3D Computerized Drawings
• 2 Year Warranty

Rock Landscape-ONJun15.indd   1 2015-05-29   12:26 PM

BLINDS AND SHADES
info@cwcoverings.com  905-853-8843

Complete Window Coverings Inc.
• High-Lites
• Vienna / Silhouette
• Faux Wood Blinds
• Rollers / Mesh
• Pleated & Cellular
  Shades
• Venetian
• Romans

FREE SHOP AT HOME

FREE INSTALLATION

50% OFF Selected 
Products

$250 OFFLimited 
Time 
Offer Minimum purchase required.

Cannot be combined with another offer. 

AUTHORIZED DEALER

ROMAN HIGH-LITES

ROLLERSVIENNA/SILHOUETTE

CELEBRATING

YEARS
30

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL • 1 YEAR WARRANTY
www.kingswaypaving.com

KINGSWAY
PAVING
& INTERLOCKING

CALL TODAY
Ask for Angelo or Charlie
416.419.2910 647.989.1862

SAVE $250 when you book 
our paving and interlocking 
services this summer!*
*When you spend over $2000

geminipools.ca • geminilandscapes.ca

519.217.1593 416.936.6469
GTA/TORONTOCALEDON•ORANGEVILLE

POOLS LANDSCAPING
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Come join an award winning, deeply rooted community newspaper in  
Ontario looking for a hard working editor/general manager with  
a passion for community, news, and strong leadership skills.

Seeking Managing Editor

EMail RESuME foR conSidERation: 
Ray Stanton
rays@londonproperty.ca

let’s talk.

REquiREMEntS:
• Knowledge of the newspaper industry

• Strong leader
• Post Secondary Education

• Sales skills an asset
• Great personal skills

• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

• Hard working and enjoy rewards in a team environment

dutiES and RESPonSiBilitiES: 
• Manage editorial and operations with a focus on  

building upon the strong history of the paper
• Cover events, council, edit copy and layout pages

• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

coMPEnSation: Base + Performance Bonuses

CLASSIFIEDS
150

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.    
 905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

ATTENTION
Local People 

Needed 
Intl Company Growing. 

Work From Home PT/FT/
Wellness Coaching 

Full Training 
Terri 416-320-5857 

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

905-967-0445

ApARTMENT FOR RENT

SERvICES

HElp WANTED

APARTMENT FOR RENT – 3 Bedroom  
upper – newly renovated, separate entrance. 
Yard and parking. Walk to GO Station. No 
pets/no smoking. $1600 available Sept 1st. 
905-727-8046 x 22.

REgisTEREd REcEs required 
for local school aged child care 
centers in Aurora. Must have  
experience working with children ages 4-12 
years. Available for part time split shift  
Monday to Friday 7 - 9 am and 3 - 
6:30 pm. Please contact Marisa at  
amongfriendsdaycarecentres@hotmail.com

EXPERiENcEd MEAT cUTTERs and  
labourers wanted. Cutting and debon-
ing poultry products an asset. Labourers,  
$11-$14/hr. Butchers with minimum two 
years experience - $16/hr. Apply to Abate 
Packers Ltd by email at: jobs@abatepack-
ers.com or by fax: 519-848-2793.

Aurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

DIRECTORY

At Your ServiceAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’sAurora’s

DIRECTORY
At Your ServiceAt Your ServiceOPEN FOR BUSINESS

   Who does what in our community
RENOVATIONS

Girl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’sGirl’s & Guy’s

$35
Wash, 

Cut 
& Blow 

Dry

$65 
Partial 

Highlights, 
Cut & 

BlowDry

$29 
Full Legs 

& 
Bikini 

Waxing

$50
Micro

dermabrasion 
& 

Facial

$200 
Full 

Body 
Laser

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Colour & Highlights
Perms & Updos
Cut & Blow Dry
Keratin Treatment
Hair Extensions
Japanese Hair Straightening
Bridal Hair & Make-Up
Permanent Make-up
Microdermabrasion & Facials
Laser Hair Removal
Waxing & Threading

905-726-2333
150 Hollidge Blvd, Unit C8, Aurora, ON, L4G 8A3  www.Girls-Guys.com

   SALON & SPA

� en please also stretch the 
phone to make it wider and 
lastly, remove her email, in-
stead place her website www.
Girls-Guys.com.

SALONS & SPAS

SKYLIGHTS

OAK STAIRS

WATER

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

• FREE WATER TEST

15483 Yonge St. Aurora

        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today

905-751-0845905-751-0845

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

1st, 2nd Mortgages
TAX/MORTGAGE ARREARS
BANK SAYS NO... WE SAY YES!!!

NEW HOME PURCHASE | HOME EQUITY LOAN

Gaetana (Nella) Lanzellotti
License# M14000424

Centum Mortgage Professionals License# 10266

www.Centum.ca/Nella_Lanzellotti
Nella.Centum@gmail.com

CALL OR TEXT

416.992.5104

Mortgage Professionals Corp.

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

  Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage Vadim Pen

 LIMITED TIME OFFER

Offi ce: 905-695-7888 
Cell Number: 416-721-0836  Email address: vadimpen@gmail.com

Broker

FREE Seminars for Buyers & Sellers

SELLING 2 years FREE Phone 
& Internet Service* 1% 
BUYERS: SELLERS: 

*Service provider will be chosen by the 
advertiser. Cannot be combined with other offers

COMMISSION
*sellers will determine commission to buyers agent

*

PROPANE
PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

RENOVATIONS PLUS 
Residential ~ Commercial 

Bathrooms 
Stucco Ceilings & Repairs

Crown Moulding • Paint/Wallpaper 
Electrical • Plumbing • Ceramics • Flooring 

25 years experience   Jim Shewell | 905-898-2249

SINCE 2001

ONSITE MANUFACTURE | SOLID OAK STAIR INSTALLATIONS
CUSTOM MANUFACTURING

Enjoy the Warmth
of Solid Oak

Remove That Carpet On Your Stairs.
We Install Oak Steps Within 3 Days... Every Week
HOURS: 9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY OR BY APPOINTMENT

�
100% CANADIANRead Our Reviews

www.idealstairs.ca
416.613.1919

Look on our website for more ideas!

Sales & Installation of: 100% Canadian Hardwood. Visit Our Showroom: 4800 Sheppard Ave. E., Unit 123

DISCOUNT
COUPON

$400 OFF
UPGRADES

STAIR REPLACEMENT ONLY
Discount applies to new Spindles, Posts and Hand Rail. Limited Time Offer, Aug.31/15

6 MONTHS - NO PAYMENTS - NO INTEREST 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE OACOR

HigH scHOOl MATH TUTOR in  
Aurora Academic Math Summer Review 
for Grades 9-12. University Preparation.  
Tel 416-309-0143

Advertise in Aurora’s 
At Your Service DIRECTORY

CALL: 905-727-3300
Ext. 102
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He’s a Classic!

A proud and long-time resident of Aurora, Ron Wallace remains a champion of all things 
“Aurora.” Fondly known as “Mr. Aurora”, Ron has lived by the motto “If it matters to 
Aurora, it matters to me.” He wasted no time putting this vision into action through the 

written word, his advocacy for local business (culminating in his instrumental role in establishing 
the Aurora Street Festival, which celebrated its 20th year this past June) and his founding of � e 
Auroran. His remains a philosophy that is welcomed into Aurora homes each and every week. Ron, 
you’re a classic!  

A

Ron Wallace
Auroran Founder

Hockleybeer.ca


