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By Brock Weir

Last year, people across Aurora delved 
into one resident’s harrowing tale of  
imprisonment in revolution-ravaged 
Tehran and her life thereafter through 
the Aurora Public Library’s “One Book 
One Aurora” campaign. In the second 
annual program, Aurorans are invited 
to indulge in “Burmese Lessons.”

Beginning next month, portable 
libraries will be set up at the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex, Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex, Aurora 
Town Hall, the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
and at the Library itself, each brimming 
with copies of  Toronto author 
Karen Connelly’s acclaimed memoir, 
“Burmese Lessons.”

Books from these libraries will be 
available free of  charge for residents 
to pick up, enjoy, and either return or 
pass along to new readers, in an effort to 
get all of  Aurora on the same page in a 
Town-wide dialogue on passions, travel, 
and upheaval. 

Don’t be put off  by recent events 
in the South Asian nation; “Burmese 
Lessons” bills itself  as a love story. An 
unconventional one, perhaps, but a love 
story nonetheless of  a Canadian woman 
finding herself  in Burma. Its beauty, 
and the generosity of  it citizens, coupled 
with the political turmoil engulfing 
the country, was a potent mix, but love 
blossoms between Connelly and a man 
dedicated to fostering political change.
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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

905.726.4349

    Windows
    Doors 
    Enclosures

240 Industrial Parkway, Aurora    

AURORA’S 2014 
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

“The Package” – shows to perfection! Gore Rd & Hwy 9! Paved 
road access! Long sweeping circular drive! Mature manicured 5 
acres plus forested area! 4000+ SF upgraded executive home 
with bright professionally fi nished lower level with inlaw ability! 
Two masters,one on ground fl oor! 5 bedrooms total! Oasis back-
yard complete with gunite pool, waterfall & entertaining-sized 
cabana. 7 car garage & more!

“GATED” CALEDON 10 ACRE ESTATE! POOL & PRIVACY!

$2,198,888

MAJESTIC 10,000 SF MANSION! 10 ACRES KING!

Soaring 10 ft. to 30 ft. ceilings! Elevator – fi nished on 3 levels! 
2 masters, one on main fl oor! Ensuites to all bedrooms! Big 
rumpus room over garage! Gourmet kitchen open to spacious 
family room! Entertaining-sized LR & DR! Bright, professionally 
fi nished walk-out lower level! Upgrades too numerous to list!

$2,588,888

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

MONDAY • KIDS EAT FREE 
TUESDAY • TACO TUESDAYS $2 TACOS 
WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY BEVERAGE 

WEDNESDAYS • $4 PINTS 
THURSDAY • HALF PRICE MARGARITAS 

FRIDAY • $4 CORONAS

DAILY DINNER SPECIALS

{ DINE IN ONLY }

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

Continued on page 17

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 277

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Book your personal  
tour today!

JK to Grade 12

Continued on page 10

Come see Sandy and the
 rest of the gang at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 

 

BARRONS 
14-40 Engelhard Drive 

@ N.W. Corner of Industrial Pkwy. S. 
905-751-0533 | barronshome.net

OUTDOOR FURNITURE

Keurig 
K-Cups 
$14/24

By Brock Weir

Elementary teachers across 
Ontario will be in a legal strike 
position next week, but the York 
Region District School Board 
does not anticipate “significant 
disruption” to the school day next 
Monday.

The Elementary Teachers 
Federation informed the 
government its teachers and 
occasional teachers will be “taking 
province-wide strike action” on 
Monday over collective bargaining 
agreements, student learning 
conditions, and “teachers’ ability to 

Elementary teachers 
in legal strike position 
Monday

Budget talks wrap at 3.91% tax 
increase for 2015

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents are set to face a 3.91 
per cent tax increase, as Councillors 
wrapped up  talks on Monday night.

While the 2015 Budget is set to receive 
final ratification at a Council meeting 
later this month, Councillors went into 
this week tackling a 3.95 per cent increase 
which was subsequently whittled down.

Council tasked staff  with coming 
up with $300,000 in further budget cuts 
earlier this spring, along with ways 
of  generating a further $100,000 in 
new revenues, to lessen the burden on 
taxpayers, targeting that magic number 
of  3.95 per cent. This week’s talks, 
however, went a step further with a 

larger than proposed cut to the training 
and education budget for municipal staff. 

These $300,000 cuts came from a variety 
of  areas across Town Hall, including the 
elimination of  a budget item originally 
allocated for Business Achievement 
Awards hosted by the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce, which has been put on ice 
for the past three years, a reduction to 
Aurora’s legal advocacy and advertising 
budgets, a four-month gapping for new 
positions, and a reduction of  dollars 
dedicated to Council training.

Suggestions for further cuts to the 
budgets of  the Aurora Public Library 
and Aurora Cultural Centre, however, 
were ultimately nixed by Council. 

Coupled with a hike from the Region 

of  York, Aurora residents will see a 
combined tax increase of  2.69 per cent 
on their bills this year. For the average 
Aurora home assessed at $500,000, this 
translates to an increase of  $129.95, the 
Town’s share for which will be $68.07.

Two of  the biggest ticket items 
contributing to the tax cuts was the 
elimination of  one full-time position at 
Town Hall. Discussions on the merits 
of  eliminating this position were held 
in closed session, but resulted in a cut 
of  $108,000. The second big ticket item 
which generated the most discussion 
was a proposed cut of  $50,000 for staff  
training and education.

This has been an issue which has 

One Book One Aurora invites 
community on virtual trip to Burma 

Celebrating 
22 years 

in business 

Celebrating 
22 years 

THE  BACKYARD POOL  &  SPA  COMPANY  LTD.

Celebrating 
22 years 

in business 

75 Mary Street, Aurora   
905-713-2317

213-225 The Queensway, Unit 4. 
Riveredge Plaza, Keswick  

905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

By Grillers! 
For Grillers!

Big Box Prices, Home Town Service!  Weber Quality BBQ’s from $499

LOFT-Y AMBITIONS
Area youth flocked to the Aurora Family Leisure Complex on 
Saturday for the official grand opening of the new  
Community Space for Youth, dubbed “The Loft.” The centre 
includes a dedicated youth space, gym, teaching kitchen,  
and skateboard park, which has proved very popular with 
local kids and teens. For more on the Grand Opening,  
please see Pages 14 & 15. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Notice of Public Meeting for Accessible Playground Design for 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park

Date Thursday, May 14 at 7 p.m.
Location: Aurora Town Hall, Holland Room

Please join us for continuing discussions and ideas for the redevelopment of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park (formerly Civic Square Park). 

The purpose of the meeting is to provide an updated Landscape Master Plan, 
based on public input and comments received at the first Public Meeting held on 
January 15, 2014.

Shinny Cancelled on Thursday, May 7

Please be advised that Shinny is cancelled on Thursday, May 7 from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

For more information, please call 905-726-4760.

Spring Street Sweeping

The Town of Aurora’s Infrastructure & Environmental Services department continues 
its spring street and sidewalk sweeping program, which began the week of April 13.

Please help ensure our streets and sidewalks are free of obstructions by avoiding 
day-time parking on streets between Monday and Friday and placing waste in your 
driveway.

The Town of Aurora proclaimed 2015 as the Year of Sport in 
Aurora. Stay tuned for a number of upcoming sporting events 
from various sports organizations in Aurora to celebrate the 
importance of healthy sport and activities in our community.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank You Aurora!
Annual Clean-Up Day a Success

On Saturday, April 25, more than 750 enthusiastic volunteers 
participated in The Town of Aurora’s annual Clean-Up Day. 
More than 1.25 tonnes of trash was collected throughout 
approximately 60 locations. Thank you to all of the 
participants who volunteered their time and energy to help 
clean up our community.

Thank you to the Aurora Community Band and the Aurora 
Optimist Club, as well as our generous event sponsors.

Aurora to proceed with next steps in litigation 
process with Minto Communities Inc. over Mavrinac 
property

Recent mediation between The Town of Aurora and Minto 
Communities Inc. regarding the Town’s acquisition of the 
Mavrinac Blvd. property known as Block 208 ended without a 
resolution, and the Town intends to proceed with the next steps in 
the litigation.

In 2002, as part of the initial subdivision development process, the 
2.4-hectare property was identified by the York Catholic District 
School Board (YCDSB) as a possible location for an elementary 
school, subject to further determination and analysis by the 
YCDSB.

Minto and the Town executed a subdivision agreement in 2007, 
which confirmed that Block 208 could be a potential school 
location for the YCDSB. Under the terms of the agreement, the 
Town also received the right to acquire the property for municipal 
purposes if the YCDSB did not proceed with plans for a school.

In June 2013, the YCDSB decided that Block 208 was not needed 
for a school and waived its right to purchase the property. In 
November 2013, the Town exercised its right to acquire Block 
208 from Minto in accordance with the terms of the subdivision 
agreement. The Town and Minto have been involved in litigation 
regarding this matter since January 2014.

As part of the litigation process, the Town and Minto engaged in 
mediation in March 2015 to determine if a satisfactory resolution 
could be reached without the need for a trial. As the parties could 
not agree on a mediated settlement, the matter appears set to 
proceed with the next steps in the litigation, towards an eventual 
trial.

As the matter is currently in litigation, no further comments will 
be provided from the Town or Council regarding this matter at 
this time. The contents of the mediation discussions are also 
confidential.

Update on proposed Clear Bag initiative

Aurora Town Council has chosen not to move forward with a 
proposed clear bag waste collection initiative. As a result, there 
will be no change in waste collection, and residents can continue 
to use opaque (black) bags for their garbage.

Update on proposed reduction in Council size

Aurora Town Council has chosen not to move forward with a 
proposed reduction in the number of Councillors. As a result, 
Council’s complement will remain at nine members (Mayor and 
eight Councillors).

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Register now for Town of Aurora Summer Camps!

Register now for one of our many fun and exciting Summer Camp 
options. Whether you are interested in sports, art or science, 
we offer something for a variety of ages. For more information, 
please see The Town of Aurora’s 2015 Spring and Summer Parks 
& Recreation Program Guide on our website at www.aurora.ca or 
pick-up a copy at one of our facilities today!

Dinner and a Movie 

The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Family Leisure Complex
 The Loft 
When: Saturday, May 9
 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person  
 and pizza will be served. 
 
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Summer Camp Open House on Saturday, May 23

Join us at The Town of Aurora Summer Camp 
Open House. This is a great opportunity for 
children to meet some of our camp staff 
and to become familiar with our exciting 
programs.

Date:  Saturday, May 23
Time:  10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Location: Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
 1400 Wellington Street East 

We encourage all registered campers or anyone who would 
like to learn more about our programs to attend. For more 
information, please contact our Community Programs 
Co-ordinator at 905-726-4761 or fdemarco@aurora.ca 

3D Printing for Kids

Did you know that the Aurora Public Library has a 3D printer? On 
Tuesday, May 12 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m., the Aurora Public Library 
hosts an introduction to CAD design and 3D printing. Open to 
children ages 8 to 12 years. Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 280 
to register. 

Register now for Club Aurora’s 14th Annual Golf 
Classic

The last day to register for Club Aurora’s 14th annual Golf Classic 
is Sunday, May 31. The event will be held at St. Andrew’s Valley 
Golf Club on Tuesday, June 16 starting at 10 a.m. For more 
information or to register, please call 905-726-4764.

 Aurora seeking applicants for the John West 
Memorial “Leaders of Tomorrow” Scholarship

The Town of Aurora is asking students in our community entering 
their first year of full-time post-secondary study to apply for the 
John West Memorial “Leaders of Tomorrow” Scholarship Award.

The Town believes in recognizing our “Leaders of Tomorrow,” 
who have made a positive impact in our community to inspire us 
and give us hope for the future.

The award will honour the achievements of senior students who 
are entering their first year of full-time post-secondary study at 
college, university or equivalent. The awards will be distributed to 
one male and one female applicant. Applicants must be residents 
of Aurora. Each scholarship has a value of $1,000. 

This award would not have been possible without the donation 
of funds from former Mayor John West, who passed away in 
December 2013. The former mayor and long-serving councillor 
provided more than two decades of public service to The Town of 
Aurora between 1979 and 2006.

Application forms for the award must be accompanied by a 
letter detailing the individual’s contribution to the community, 
which may include areas such as: education, health, fundraising, 
charitable and voluntary services, business, sports, arts, 
the environment or any other area that contributes to the 
advancement and well-being of Aurora.

The deadline for scholarship applications to the Town is Monday, 
June 1. The eligibility criteria and applications are available on 
the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca or in-person at the Parks 
& Recreation Services department at Aurora Town Hall, 3rd Floor. 
Award recipients will be contacted by Wednesday, July 1.

For more information, please contact Loriann Ierullo, Recreation 
Supervisor, Special Projects at 905-726-4763.

Skylight Gallery

In May, the Skylight Gallery will feature the artwork of 
Maureen Joyce and Stella Wadsworth. The artists’ reception 
takes place on Thursday, May 7 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. The Skylight Gallery is located at Aurora Town 
Hall, 3rd floor.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Date Time Location Meeting
Thursday, May 7 2 p.m. AFLC Program Room B AFLC Liaison Committee
Monday, May 11 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council (rescheduled from May 12)**
Tuesday, May 12 9:30 a.m.  Newmarket Joint Council Committee  CANCELLED
Thursday, May 14 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Thursday, May 14 7 p.m. Leksand Room Economic Development Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 19 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Wednesday, May 20 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, May 21 7 p.m. Council Chambers Public Planning*
Tuesday, May 26 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council

Council meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream
** Council will be broadcast on Tuesday, May 12 and streamed on Monday, May 11

Calling all gardeners!  We’re looking for Aurora residents to  
take the Greener Garden Composting Challenge this summer.   

All experience levels welcome. 

FREE COMPOSTER PROVIDED!
COMPLETE THE CHALLENGE TO WIN A PRIZE!

The deadline for registration is Sunday, May 24, 2015. Participants  
must be residents of the Town of Aurora and living in a home  

with a backyard. Ten families will be selected. 

For more information, please visit the Town’s website at www.aurora.ca or call  
Amanda Cutler, Waste & Recycling Co-ordinator,  

Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 3447 or by email at acutler@aurora.ca

To learn more, please call 905-726-4764 
or visit us at www.aurora.ca

Space is limited and registration is required. 
To register visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY  
and use the appropriate course code.

AurorA FAmily leisure Complex • 135 indusTriAl pArkwAy norTh, AurorA

Meet the Trainer at the Equalizer “Bar”!
Ever wonder what those bright yellow exercise bars are used for? Join Club Aurora’s Certified Fitness Staff as 
they guide you through this interactive workshop, where you will learn how to use “Lebert Equalizers.”  
Learn how to focus on functional fitness by incorporating body weight, resistance, balance and fun into your 
workout. Come prepared to work your entire body!

Monday, June 15, 2015 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the AFLC Fitness Centre 
Members are FREE! Non-members $5 | Course code 38547

The Benefits of Balance
Balance is in nearly every physical action we perform. Better balance helps prevent injuries and builds your 
core, which is key to staying strong and upright as we age. Agility and strength are also improved through 
balance exercises. Join our Club Aurora Certified Personal Trainer as she guides you through the benefits of 
balance. 

Saturday, May 9, 2015 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the AFLC Fitness Centre 
Members are FREE! Non-members $5 | Course code 38546

Fabulous Abs
Abdominal strength and endurance are components essential to your core strength and stability. Do you ever 
wonder if you are exercising this muscle group properly? Do you want to achieve an abdominal six pack?  
Join Club Aurora’s Certified Exercise Physiologist as he guides you through a variety of exercises to help you 
achieve and improve your abdominal and core strength. 

Monday, April 13, 2015 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the AFLC Fitness Centre 
Members are FREE! Non-members $5 | Course code 38545

Club Aurora Seminar   Series
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

BROKERAGE, INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

Living and Working in Your Community

ANGELA JONES
Sales Representative

905.717.6027 
ajones@trebnet.com

NEWMARKET $479,000

Fabulous detached home in quiet neighbourhood of central  
Newmarket.  Many updates including bathrooms, windows and roof. Nicely fi nished 
basement for extra living space.  Good size  fenced pivate backyard with mature 
trees. Minutes to Fairy Lake, Newmarket Farmers Market and Rogers Public School. 

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 9th, 2-4 p.m.

217 Robinson Drive 

www.HomesByAngela.ca

100% Certified 
Organic Produce 

Delivered for 
Less Than the 

Cost of Shopping 
Retail

FREE Delivery
Customizable & No Commitment

Year Round Service

ORGANICSLIVE.COM

416.567.2175 | lisette@organicslive.com

/Organics-Live-GTA-North

Joe Lundy, and son Steve, prepare to tend the land once again at the Aurora farm their family founded 
two centuries ago. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Farming comes full circle as founding family returns to complete  
200-year journey

By Brock Weir

When 84-year-old Joe Lundy was 
growing up, his family worked the land at 
the northeast corner of  Leslie Street and 
St. John’s Sideroad, essentially by hand, 
with a pack of  four horses at the ready to 
help with the heavy lifting.

His family’s roots on the land run 
deep, breaking ground on the farm in 
1802. After the Second World War, the 
farmland changed hands, the farm 
industry changed drastically, and the 
land in question is now slated to be 
ploughed under in the next couple of  
years to make way for a business park.

And while they might have been 
the first family to make this land work 
for them, come hell or high water, the 
Lundys are determined to be the last 
family as well. 

Steve Lundy, 54, carries on the farming 
tradition maintained by his father. Both 
men continue their work at Steve’s farm 
in Queensville, but on Friday Steve had a 
surprise in store for his father. Working 
out a deal with the current property 
owner, Steve leased back the farmland 
for the growing season ahead – and the 
remaining seasons until construction 
begins – and in a covert operation, moved 
his farming equipment from Queensville 
to Aurora in the dark of  night so his dad 
could hop up on the tractor to sow what 
might very well be the farm’s last barley 
crop.

“Dad was born here in 1930,” Steve 
explained, waiting for his wife, Valerie, 
to deliver the guest of  honour, without 
giving away the game. “Over the years of  
driving by here, I had seen long grass and 
stuff  and nothing was being done with it, 
but last year I noticed it was planted with 
soy beans so I got thinking.”

Visiting the land last year to take one 
last look at the family’s old log cabin 
before it was dismantled, Steve took the 
opportunity to enquire on the land’s 
current ownership and, through some 
talks with the landowners, they struck a 
deal.

“I decided since we were the first ones 
to start it, we might as well be the last 
ones to do it.”

For the plain-talking Steve, who got 
emotional waiting for his dad to arrive, 
it could be summed up in one word: 
“Heritage.”

“But,” he said of  his father, “I’ll 
probably get shit for it. When he finds out 
I rented the land for this year, the first 
thing he’ll probably say is, ‘Holy crap! 
How much did you pay for it per acre?’ 
but...it started with our family and it will 
end with our family. That’s what I like.”

Shortly thereafter, the guest of  honour 
arrived. He was not told where he was 
going, but Valerie made sure he was 
wearing what her father-in-law described 
as his “shit kickers” just in case.

It was a good move.
When he arrived, Joe’s attention was 

initially fixed upon the remains of  the 
homestead, now little more than bare, 
exposed hardwood floors, steps leading 
down to a cellar, all blanketed in shards 
of  broken glass and tile.

When told of  the ruse to get him there, 
there was not a ‘Holy crap!’ to be heard, 
and after an all-too-brief  moment of  
consideration, Joe hopped gingerly up 
on that tractor to take a spin planting the 

first round of  barley. Zooming around 
the perimeter of  the field like the pro he 
is, after about five minutes he returned 
back to the starting point , betraying 
no emotion but bubbling over with 
memories.

“I didn’t know what was going on,” 
said Joe of  the surprise. “Back when we 
had the land, we didn’t have a tractor. 
We did it with six horses and it was all 
plowed by hand. Farming was different 
in them days. Enos Lundy built this 
house in the 1800s and my dad planted all 
the trees around the outside in around 
1920. He bought this farm just after the 
First World War right in the depression. 
Things were pretty tough in them days, 
but everybody was in the same boat.”

Joe’s branch of  the Lundy Family 
plowed the 100 acres in Aurora, while 
the other branch of  the family had the 
adjacent 100 acres, now bisected by 
Highway 404, home to the Region of  
York’s Works Yard. On their side of  the 
farm, they kept cows, the milk from 
which kept many Aurorans well-fed.

“Everybody could milk, but my mother 
could milk faster than anybody,” Joe 
recalls. “Milk had to be in Aurora before 
8 a.m., but the cows had to be milked and 
the milk had to be cool. We had to go into 
Town with the horses and my dad never 
owned a car for quite a while.”

Their primary customers were 
Cousins Dairy. At the time, Joe’s dad built 
a rapport with the then-operator, Lorne 
Cousins, but when his job was taken over 
“by some relation” their relationship 
soured. As luck would have it, however, 
this falling-out coincided with the 
development of  the Aurora Dairy and the 
cows were not out of  commission.

In a couple of  years, however, this 
revitalized Lundy Farm will be. But, 
thanks to the efforts of  Steve and Joe, 
they are more than ready to give it a last 
hurrah.

use their professional judgement when 
providing instruction.”

Objections from the Federation 
include removing language pertaining 
to class size out of  collective agreements, 
which they argue could result in 
increased numbers of  students in each 
class, restricting the independence of  
their members to prepare for lessons, 
and concerns over the transparency of  
hiring practices. 

In a statement on Tuesday, the York 
Region School Board said negotiations 
are ongoing with employee groups, 
including teachers. 

“Currently, the development [of  a 
legal strike position] is not expected 
to significantly disrupt normal school 
operations,” said the Board. “[The 
Federation] has indicated that the job 
action commencing on May 11 will not 
include full withdrawal of  services.”

Negotiations also continue with the 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ 
Federation, they added, noting there is 
no job action for local high schools. 

No “significant 
disruptions”:  
school board
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Let’s talk about sex

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

List went too far, says reader

Questioning the “new 
normal”

I am looking at the current issue of  
The Auroran, April 30, and take issue 
with one of  the sentences on Page 7 
where it states: “A source close to the 
situation, however, said there were 
two options presented: a 30 day silent 
retreat, or a stay at Saint Luke Institute, 
near Washington D.C., an institute that 
largely serves Catholic priests for a 
variety of  issues.”

Why did you not stop here?
Instead you went on detailing 

those issues including “treatment” of  
priests involved in child sexual abuse. 
Do you have anything factual on this 
matter or are you simply promoting 
rumour mongering by dropping such 
innuendoes.

Casimir Szuber
Aurora

(Editor’s Note: As part of  its Healing 
Ministry, Saint Luke lists programs 
designed to treat several areas: “anxiety, 
addiction, depression, substance 
abuse, boundary issues, interpersonal 
problems, sexual issues, or other 
challenges.”)

Our Lady of Grace  
loses parishioner

Main number 905-727-3300  •  Fax number  905-727-2620
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Machell’s Corners

I am truly appalled by the (really) 
dismissal of  Fr. Joe.

They left him no alternative.  
They never would have allowed him 

to return to Our Lady of  Grace.
With that being said, Our Lady 

of  Grace has lost several loyal 
parishioners, myself  being one. 

I returned to the church because of  
a new light being Fr. Joe. No old school 
preaching, or priests so boring most 
would attend church and nap. Fr. Joe 
was an inspiration. The children loved 
him. He had a unique way of  delivering 
the message and it was absorbed.

Isn’t that what the church wants, the 
messages to be taken in, remembered, 
absorbed?

Well, it is a sad, sad day for this 
parish. I will not return.

I am very happy to say that someone 
will be a very lucky lady to be able to 
marry Joe. He is a very wonderful man.

I hope the community can recover.
I had the privilege of  communicating 

with Fr. Joe and he truly inspired 
me and helped me heal the way I was 
feeling about past life experiences. I 
know he will always have the gift of  
communication and I hope he marries 
and blesses the world with his offspring, 
which I am confident will be wonderful 
people, as is he.

Debra Luciano
Aurora

This must be what’s meant when they 
say your biological clock is ticking.

Maybe it is my alarmingly advancing 
years, or maybe it was the joy displayed 
on a couple of  famous faces on Saturday 
when they took the newborn Princess 
Charlotte home from the hospital. I 
don’t know, but it seems that clock might 
be ticking louder than that crocodile 
stalking Captain Hook.

Do I long for the day of  welcoming a 
son or daughter into the world?

Would I be on tenterhooks just 
waiting for that first word to come out 
of  their cherubic lips?

Where would we be when he or she 
takes their first teetering steps towards 
ultimate independence?

Then, of  course, there are the 
challenges.

Would emotions run high on that 
first day of  school where he or she takes 
that next step out into the wide world 
opening up to them, knowing that once 
they passed that threshold things would 
never really, truly be the same again?

And what a wonderful world they 
would be stepping out into.

How I long for the day when my child 
comes home from school confused by 
the emotions they feel that who they 
might appear to be on the outside 
doesn’t quite match up to who they feel 
they are on the inside. Thankfully, I will 
be able to have that opportunity to tell 
them what they’re feeling is normal – or 
not – all in my own good time. Or, if  the 
mood strikes, bury my head in the sand 
to avoid a cold, inconvenient reality.

Won’t it be thrilling that inevitable 
day when my son or daughter returns 
home from school mildly horrified, yet 
inexplicably intrigued, after a friend 
in class tries to hold hands or sneak a 
quick peck on the cheek? This would be 
the perfect opportunity to scream down 
the phone at the school’s administration 
over the rapid decline of  moral decency 
rather than teaching them about healthy 
relationships and evolving feelings they 
might be experiencing.

When their bodies start to change, 
I just hope I’m comfortable enough to 
discuss it with them.

I’d like to think I’d be a simple, 
straightforward dad. I wouldn’t want 
to confuse my kids by challenging 
stereotypes surrounding homosexuality, 
gender identity, gender roles, gender 
expression, race, or even mental health 
or ability. Why rock the boat? And, as 

for my kids having domain over their 
own bodies? That’s a given, but let’s not 
cross that bridge until we get to it. No 
means no. It’s just common sense, right?

Wrong. 
In fact, strike the entire record.
My biological clock is quiet as ever, 

and recent scenes across Ontario are 
conspiring to keep it muffled. 

And they are an interesting study in 
contrasts.

In Durham, Sudbury and, as of  
Monday, Peel,  we have thousands of  
students who have worked diligently 
over the past four years, and after 
carefully eyeing and securing places in 
the colleges and universities of  their 
choice, they’re on the cusp of  moving 
on to the next exciting phases in their 
lives. Now, as the Province and their 
respective teachers’ unions face a 
stalemate on negotiating a new contract, 
that very future might be in jeopardy.

A discussion on who is right and who is 
wrong when it comes to these secondary 
school strikes is a topic for a different 
day, and might be a pretty potent one 
as far as this paper is concerned next 
week, but in areas currently affected by 
labour disruption, kids just want to get 
back to the classroom and claim their 
reward.

On the other hand, Monday also 
provided disturbing scenes of  one 
Toronto elementary school nearly empty 
after parents pulled their children out of  
the classrooms in a “strike” that could 
last up to a week, if  organizers have 
their way, in a bid to protest Ontario’s 
new sex education curriculum.

Queen’s Park has been awash with 
parents and children protesting against 
the new curriculum, claiming it will 
teach their young kids the ins and 
outs (so to speak) of  a cornucopia of  
sex acts, that “gender fluidity” is a 
possibility (it’s not? That might be news 
to my teachers in days of  yore), that 
“romantic dating” is a possibility and, 

horror of  horrors, that kids might one 
day decide to explore their own bodies. 
If  that doesn’t have you reaching for 
your smelling salts, try this one on for 
size. 

One particularly amusing pamphlet 
posted to the Facebook page curated by 
parents protesting such a curriculum 
rails against a move in Grade 1 to 
teach students what they describe as 
“inappropriate body part names.”

In case your mind reels at the 
possibilities at what they might mean – 
and let’s face it, I wager about 80 per cent 
of  readers just now had up to nine four 
letter words pop into their heads – they 
provided examples: Vulva, Testicles. 

To this, I say “Balls!”
Perhaps not being a parent, I am 

missing a vital piece of  the puzzle. If  
those are “inappropriate body part 
names” to some parents, I don’t even 
want to hear the infantile, apparently 
age appropriate alternatives.

And therein lies the problem. I 
sympathise with parents who want to 
be the first educators for their children 
and be the ones who teach their kids 
about the birds and the bees (is that 
term still appropriate?). I don’t disagree. 
They have every right to be. But all too 
often it’s time to step up and fulfil this 
role, they put off  doing so and, in many 
cases, kids are left to seek their own 
answers.

If  parents have qualms having frank 
discussions with their Grade 1 kids and 
bristle at having to call a penis a penis, 
chances are they are going to shrink 
away in the years questions become 
more challenging than, ‘What does this 
do?’

To parents considering pulling your 
young ones out of  school in an attempt 
to somehow stick it to the Ministry 
of  Education, don’t rely on heated, 
exaggerated social media rhetoric. Go 
online to the Ministry, read just what 
is actually proposed and make an 
informed decision. After all, the better 
informed you are the better you can 
help your kids along the way.

And, on that note, to all parents 
who are swarming Queen’s Park, child 
in tow, protesting to preserve their 
innocence, how are you explaining to 
them just what you’re objecting to and 
why they can’t go to school? Hey, this 
might be a perfect opportunity to be the 
first educators you want to continue  
to be.

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is 
Sunday at 1 p.m.

Sally Falk’s letter Students stand in 
Solidarity With Equality Movement 
should please all the social engineers 
who have diligently labored to overturn 
once normative values in Canada.

Gender identity is now a construct? 
Sally might want to check that with the 
more than 100,000 parents in Ontario 
against such “inclusivity” (also see the 
American Psychiatric Association on 
gender identity). 

Ms. Falk’s letter raises one key 
question: if  this is the new normal is 
there any normal left? But then, the word 
“normal” itself  is probably contentious 
in the moral anarchy now prevailing.

It all brings to mind the old couplet 
that applies to this new era of  social 
engineers: “This humanist whom no 
beliefs constrained, grew so broad-
minded he was scatterbrained.”

God help us.
rick Doust

Aurora
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By now, most people in our community 
have heard about the situation regarding 
Father Joe Gorman of  Our Lady of  
Grace Catholic Church.

Two months or so ago, the Archdiocese 
of  Toronto asked Father Joe to step 
away from his ministry citing “financial 
irregularities relating to the financial 
administration of  the parish and serious 
civil and ecclesiastical irregularities 
concerning the celebration of  the 
sacrament of  matrimony.”

According to a local media report 
at the time, the Archdiocese said that 
Father Gorman presided at a wedding of  
a couple where a divorced party had not 
received an annulment, which is against 
requirements of  the Catholic Church.

A subsequent wedding was performed 
by Father Gorman between two members 
of  the Our Lady of  Grace parish in an 
Anglican chapel “after being advised 
on more than one occasion this was 
not permitted”, and later indicated on 
marriage records that a minister from 
another denomination presided over the 
service.

“This activity was contrary to 
the laws of  the Catholic Church and 
violated the Civil Marriage Act, putting 
his own license to celebrate weddings in 
jeopardy,” according to the Archdiocese.

Following this initial statement – 
and according to the same local report  
– Neil MacCarthy, Director of  Public 
Relations and Communications for the 
Archdiocese, amended the comment 
to underline Fr. Gorman did not gain 

personally from these “irregularities,” 
rather “proper procedures” were not 
followed on “certain special collections.

Fast forward to April 25.
On this date, both Thomas Collins, 

the Archbishop of  Toronto, and Father 
Joe, released separate letters to the 
parishioners of  Our Lady of  Grace.

The Archbishop wrote that he had 
asked Father Joe to take some time away 
from the parish. 

“I asked him to do so that he might 
have an opportunity to reflect on his 
responsibilities as a pastor and to follow 
a path of  personal reflection that would 
enable him to grow in his priestly life 
before returning to pastoral ministry…
Unfortunately, Father Gorman has 
declined my requests to participate in 
the proposed path of  reflection…”

Father Joe thanked the parishioners 
for their good wishes and support. He 
also wrote: “I love this parish. It is such 
a community of  faith. I loved being part 

of  it. As your Pastor, I was always in awe 
of  how you ministered each other. You 
literally lived our Lord’s message of  
faith, love and peace. It was so inspiring 
to me.”

He then goes to on to write that 
“after a lot of  prayer, thought and 
family support, I have decided to leave 
the priesthood. My heart and my mind 
are made up and I am happy with my 
decision. It is my decision and mine 
alone.”

It should not have come to this.
The Archdiocese must act if  a 

complaint arises, and it did so in this 
case, which is good. As we all know, too 
often in the past the Catholic Church 
has quietly moved a priest to another 
area, without letting anyone know what 
had occurred.

However, the initial statement and 
follow on statement by the Archdiocese 
were not clear and still left many 
questions unanswered.

The roughly 6,000 families of  the 
parish should have been provided with 
more details on the allegations and 
maybe some type of  Town Hall forum 
should have been held.

While I do believe that every dime 
that we give to the church should be 
accounted for, the priest should be given 
wide latitude to assist those that he feels 
need our help.

That is why I put money in the 
envelope every Sunday morning. I am 
leaving it up to the local priest to exhibit 

Father Joe

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Continued on page 15

Chris Ballard, Mpp
Newmarket-Aurora

View From 
Queen’s Park

Moving Ontario Forward
I have good news to report During 

the provincial election I pledged to 
be a strong voice at Queen’s Park for 
improved GO Train service to our riding 
of  Newmarket-Aurora. I have good news 
to report.

The government is bringing 
Regional Express Rail (RER) to the 
Barrie GO Train line, which serves our 
communities.

In its Moving Ontario Forward plan 
released as part of  the 2015 budget, 
the government has committed to 
significantly improve GO Train service 
to our riding in the next five years. And, 
within ten years, the plan calls for the 
arrival of  all-day, two-way, electrified GO 
Train service to Aurora, running every 
15 minutes.

Within that same time, Newmarket 
GO Train commuters will get 30 minute 
peak and 60 minute off-peak, electrified, 
two-way, all-day service to Union Station.

Transportation Minister Steven Del 
Duca has told me GO faces challenges 
getting 15 minute service to Newmarket 
within 10 years because of  the need to 
address at least four level crossings on 
major Newmarket roads. Construction 
will be time consuming, expensive and 
must be intricately planned to minimize 
traffic disruption.

The five-year plan outlines that both 
towns can expect to see two new weekday 
peak trips (morning and afternoon); 20 
new weekday off-peak trips (midday and 
evenings); and 24 new weekend trips 
(typically Saturday). I will continue 
to advocate that this improved service 
arrives earlier.

I’ve believed for many years that 
improved GO Train service to our 
communities means more than making 
it easier to commute to Toronto. As Chair 
of  the town’s Economic Development 
Committee, we saw improved transit as 
key to an improved local economy.

Although improving the GO Train 
commute is very important, this 

revolutionary change to GO Train 
service will mean economic growth 
and new jobs for our towns, as Toronto 
based companies look to locate to less 
expensive areas with a quality workforce 
– but still have easy access to the city.

It will mean fewer cars on the road, 
especially during commute times. This 
should make the commute easier for 
those who must still drive to work, and 
for our local manufacturers to get their 
product to market and get raw product 
to their factories.

Studies show congestion in the 
Greater Toronto Hamilton Area (GTHA) 
costs Ontario’s economy between $6 
billion and $11 billion each year.

Electrification of  the rail line is 
important for at least three reasons: 
electric trains accelerate faster and 
will cut travel time by an estimated 20 
percent; electricity is much cleaner than 
diesel burning locomotives; and electric 
trains are quieter than diesel trains.

Funding through Moving Ontario 
Forward will also be used to build 
priority rapid transit projects that will 
connect to GO Transit and other systems 
across the GTHA.

On April 16, Ontario moved ahead 
with its plan to unlock the value of  
public assets. Together with other 
asset optimization strategies, this 
would provide Ontario with $5.7 
billion, or about $2.6 billion more from 
asset optimization than previously 

assumed. This increases Ontario’s 
total commitment to Moving Ontario 
Forward from $29 billion to $31.5 billion. 
This is part of  the province’s plan to 
invest more than $130 billion over 10 
years in public infrastructure, which 
represents the largest infrastructure 
investment in Ontario’s history.

It is expected the investment will 
support over 20,000 jobs per year, on 
average, in construction and related 
industries.

Construction of  a second track on 
a section of  GO Transit’s Barrie line 
between York University GO Station and 
Rutherford GO Station is part of  the RER 
initiative. Grading, bridge and culvert 
work is underway, with construction 
expected to be complete in 2017.

Currently, there are 70 weekly trips 
on the Barrie line. Over the next five 
years, that number will grow to more 
than 200. Over the next 10 years, weekly 
trips across the entire GO rail network 
will grow from approximately 1,500 trips 
to nearly 6,000.

Maximizing the value of  public 
assets is part of  the government’s 
plan for Ontario. The four-part plan 
is building Ontario up by investing in 
people’s talents and skills, building new 
public infrastructure like roads and 
transit, creating a dynamic, innovative 
environment where business thrives, 
and building a secure retirement savings 
plan.

Under Moving Ontario Forward, 
about $16 billion is being allocated to 
projects in the GTHA. Transit expansion 
and improvement projects already 
underway in the GTHA include Union 
Pearson Express, Eglinton Crosstown 
LRT, York VIVA Bus Rapid Transit and 
Union Station Revitalization.

If  you would like to contact me on any 
issue, please call my community office at 
905-750-0019, or visit my website at www.
chrisballard.ca. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

In April 2013, I wrote a column that I 
think is relevant again.  

I wrote about then MPP Frank Klees’ 
Private Members Bill, “Protecting 
Existing Communities”. This Bill sought 
to address municipal planning issues 
around intensification and the need for 
municipal control of  same.  

The now-dead Bill posited that the 
Places to Grow Act should be amended 
to afford municipalities the right to 
protect municipal planning decisions – 
specifically municipal Official Plans – as 
they speak to stable residential areas and 
parks and open spaces.

In other words, municipalities should 
be able to say “no” to huge developments 
that do not fit their approved Official 
Plans, regardless of  whether these 
developments allegedly fit under the 
Places to Grow Act.

The impetus for the Bill was the 
Glenway golf  course development in 
Newmarket. The proposed – and now 
“approved” – development irrevocably 
altered a stable existing community 
by plunking down a 700-plus housing 
development in the middle of  the now 
defunct fairways.

The Town of  Newmarket fought that 
development all the way through the 
OMB but lost.  

If  former MPP Klees’ Bill had passed, 
perhaps it would have had an impact on 
the Glenway decision; perhaps not. Some 
have argued that there were problems 
with the proposed Bill (the ill-defined 
term “municipal interest” was especially 
problematic) that would have rendered it 
ineffectual.

Regardless of  the language, 
problematic or not, the central argument 
or purpose of  the Bill is one that should 
be supported, in my opinion. I agree that 
should a development proposal go to the 
OMB, then the OMB should recognize or 
at least consider that municipal Official 
Plans should take precedence in planning 
decisions when they speak to established 
neighbourhoods and parks. 

Municipalities are required to have an 
Official Plan.

The OPs have to meet all sorts of  
stringent criteria in order to be approved. 
Once enacted, they are supposed to be the 
law of  the land in the planning sense. If  
you want to build something, it has to 
meet the Plan. If  it doesn’t meet the Plan, 
they you are going to have to go to Council 
to get approval for an amendment to the 
Plan.

It stands to reason then that you’d 
have to make a pretty strong case to alter 
a Town’s OP. 

These amendment requests are often 
approved simply because a municipality 
does not want, or cannot afford, a battle 
at the OMB. As a consequence, municipal 
community building and community 
preserving plans go out the window.

The Places to Grow Act and other 
provincial planning legislation seem 
wonderful on paper; but down at the 
municipal level, there are significant 
problems with their implementation and 
their interpretation.  

Municipalities are left to do the heavy 
lifting, while the Province and their 
representatives remain silent.

I think that when there are multiple 
battles around the same issue in multiple 
communities, for which competing 
interpretations of  provincial planning 
legislation are the weapons being 
wielded, the province should weigh in. 
It’s their legislation. Shouldn’t they be 
required to at least provide some clarity 
on what it means?  

Places to Grow

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

NEW AURORAN POLL
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Do you support all-day two-way  
GO Train service in Aurora?

a) Yes   b) No   c) Unsure

Are you concerned with strike 
action from elementary school 

teachers?

A) Yes  B) No  C) Unsure

Previous Poll Results

A TrEE grOWS IN AUrOrA – If you ever wanted the chance to plant a tree in your  
hometown, Saturday was your big chance as dozens of volunteers fanned out across Aurora to take  
part in two separate tree planting days. Here, Mayor Geoff Dawe joined several Neighbourhood  
Network volunteers as they gathered to plant trees near Industrial Parkway South and Vandorf  
Sideroad. This was one of four events hosted by the local volunteer organization, with additional  
plantings taking place in Newmarket, East Gwillimbury and Georgina. Inset: Optimist Park was the 
scene of this year’s Community Tree Planting Day hosted by the Aurora Community Arboretum,  
which attracted long-time volunteers, young families and the public at large. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer and Brock Weir
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 45th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
The secret to Omars success is simple – Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

Our supportive sandals are offered in any array of colours!

A Podiatrist-designed contour built into every pair. 
Purchase one pair of VIONIC shoes on 

Saturday, May 9 
and receive a 

COMPLIMENTARY REFLEXOLOGY TREATMENT 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

Plus - We’ll pay the HST!

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

UPCOMING 
WORKSHOPS

Spaces are limited.  
Sign up for workshops today  
at the Special Services Desk  

or visit homedepot.ca/
workshops

Build a Deck

Sunday,  
May 24, 2015 

1 to 2pm

Build a Vertical  
Garden

Wednesday,  
May 20, 2015 

7 to 8pm

3186104
05/07/15
(FW-14)

***Our Price Guarantee.
Find a lower regular or advertised price... we’ll BEAT it by 10%. 
Terms: This Price Guarantee applies to identical In-Stock items at The Home Depot 
retail location you visit. No Special Orders (with the exception of Special Order 
appliances only) or rain checks. This guarantee does not apply to competitor online 
prices or offers. Applies to everyday and sale pricing. The Home Depot reserves the 
right to verify the price and availability of the product at the local competitor location 
before honouring this offer. Price confrmation from a competitor must be presented 
to The Home Depot during the effective dates of the competitor’s fyer. This Price 
Guarantee excludes typographical or other errors, free offers, gifts with purchase, 
gift cards, gift certifcates, rebates, clearance or close-out prices, credit or fnancing 
programs, used, damaged, returned, open box or display merchandise, bid pricing, 
volume discounts, Special Orders (other than appliances excluding GE Café™ brand), 
sales tax, online purchases, delivery or assembly services, labour, installation, and 
products and services furnished by our Installation Services. Discount applied before 
taxes and environmental stewardship fees or other levies, if applicable. We reserve  
the right to limit quantities to an amount reasonable for a residential homeowner.  
This Price Guarantee cannot be combined with any other offer.

 Buy it online. Now, many of our products are available to purchase online. 
Visit homedepot.ca

Know-How Centre. Visit us at homedepot.ca/knowhow for information on DIY projects, 
workshops, buying guides and more.
1Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada. Not valid in combination with any other 
offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection varies by store and quantities are limited. 
Offer valid to Canadian residents only. No substitutions or rain checks.  
See store associate or Special Services Desk for details or visit homedepot.ca

We reserve the right to limit quantities to the amount reasonable for homeowners and 
our regular contractor customers. It is our policy to run truthful, accurate advertising. 
In the event of any error, we will make every reasonable effort to accommodate our 
customers. Details on any product warranties available at the store. Not all products 
and services shown in this advertisement are available at all stores. Please call your 
local store to confrm availability. If a product shown is not available at your store,  
we will attempt to order it for you, but this may not be possible in all cases.

12.3MM 12.3MM 11MM 11MM

FREE RAPID 
DELIVERY ON 
FLOORING

48
HOURS TO YOUR DOOR
OR ROOM OF YOUR CHOICE

To learn more, visit homedepot.ca/rapiddelivery
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Direct To Home 3‑1/4" x 3/4" Walnut Oak Hardwood Flooring 

(1000788695) Sold by 20 sq. ft. case. 

$580

Direct To Home 4‑13/16" x 1/2" 

Engineered Acacia Golden 

Hardwood Flooring (1000788650) 

Sold by 28.37 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

$297

Direct To Home 4‑3/4" x 1/2" 

Engineered Acacia Original 

Handscraped Hardwood 

Flooring (1000788665) 

Sold by 27.9 sq. ft. case. 

$297

Direct To Home 5" x 1/2" Hickory 

Handscraped Engineered 

Hardwood Flooring (1000788663) 

Sold by 26.25 sq. ft. case. 

$297

Direct To Home Aberdeen Oak 

Laminate Flooring (1000788468) 

Sold by 18.31 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft. per sq. ft.

$212

Direct To Home London Oak 

Laminate Flooring (1000788072)

Sold by 18.31 sq. ft. case.

$212

Direct To Home Kamina Oak 

Laminate Flooring (1000788470) 

Sold by 15.44 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft.

$267

Direct To Home Hamford Oak 

Laminate Flooring (1000788471) 

Sold by 15.44 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

$269

Direct To Home TRAFFICMASTER™ 

12" x 24" Palermo Luxury Vinyl  

Tile Flooring (1000826555) 

Sold by 19.8 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft.

$328

Direct To Home 7‑1/2" x 47‑1/2" 

Rustic Hickory Luxury Vinyl 

Plank Flooring (1000827110) 

Sold by 19.8 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

Direct To Home Espresso Oak 

Locking Luxury Vinyl Plank 

Flooring (1000788925)

Sold by 19.8 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

$348

Direct To Home 7" x 48" Drifted 

Acacia Locking Luxury Vinyl 

Plank Flooring (1000820617) 

Sold by 23.22 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

$348

Direct To Home 12" x 24" 

Amelia Carbon Porcelain Tile 

(1000822643) Sold by 16 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft.

$279

Direct To Home 12" x 24" Classic 

Carrara Porcelain Tile (1000822647)

Sold by 16 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft.

$288

Direct To Home 12" x 24" Notion 

Carbon Porcelain Tile (1000822672)

Sold by 15.5 sq. ft. case.

per sq. ft.

$298

Direct To Home 6" x 24" 

Centurywood Dune Porcelain Tile 

(1000822676) Sold by 10.32 sq. ft. case. 

per sq. ft.

$348

per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

per sq. ft.

$348

8 FLOORING. RESULTS GUARANTEED.
Our skilled team is ready to help. See an associate for details or visit homedepot.ca/installations

Every day special fnancing* on any single or combined in-store 
or online purchase Or on any installed project (product and labour) 
purchaset of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your 

Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. No annual fees.

No interest if paid in full within 12 months* on any single or combined in-store 
or online Appliance purchase of $299 or more (including taxes) when you use your  
Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. No annual fees.
t�When installed through The Home Depot Installation Services  

* Interest accrues from the purchase transaction date and will be waived if each 
minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period is paid in full by its 
payment due date and the purchase price is paid in full by the plan expiration date.  
If not, interest will be charged at an Interest rate of 28.8% per annum in accordance 
with the Consumer Cardholder Agreement. 

† On approved credit. Financing provided by Home Depot Credit Services, a unit of Citi 
Cards Canada Inc. This offer is valid at The Home Depot Canada locations outside of  
the Province of Quebec. Offer not available to Quebec residents.

©2015, HOMEr TLC, Inc. All rights reserved. ®registered trademark of Homer TLC, Inc.  
Used under license.

UPCOMING 
WORKSHOPS

Spaces are limited.  
Sign up for workshops today  
at the Special Services Desk  

or visit homedepot.ca/
workshops

Build a Deck

Sunday,  
May 24, 2015 

1 to 2pm

Build a Vertical  
Garden

Wednesday,  
May 20, 2015 

7 to 8pm

3186104
05/07/15
(FW-14)

***Our Price Guarantee.
Find a lower regular or advertised price... we’ll BEAT it by 10%. 
Terms: This Price Guarantee applies to identical In-Stock items at The Home Depot 
retail location you visit. No Special Orders (with the exception of Special Order 
appliances only) or rain checks. This guarantee does not apply to competitor online 
prices or offers. Applies to everyday and sale pricing. The Home Depot reserves the 
right to verify the price and availability of the product at the local competitor location 
before honouring this offer. Price confrmation from a competitor must be presented 
to The Home Depot during the effective dates of the competitor’s fyer. This Price 
Guarantee excludes typographical or other errors, free offers, gifts with purchase, 
gift cards, gift certifcates, rebates, clearance or close-out prices, credit or fnancing 
programs, used, damaged, returned, open box or display merchandise, bid pricing, 
volume discounts, Special Orders (other than appliances excluding GE Café™ brand), 
sales tax, online purchases, delivery or assembly services, labour, installation, and 
products and services furnished by our Installation Services. Discount applied before 
taxes and environmental stewardship fees or other levies, if applicable. We reserve  
the right to limit quantities to an amount reasonable for a residential homeowner.  
This Price Guarantee cannot be combined with any other offer.

 Buy it online. Now, many of our products are available to purchase online. 
Visit homedepot.ca

Know-How Centre. Visit us at homedepot.ca/knowhow for information on DIY projects, 
workshops, buying guides and more.
1Offer valid at The Home Depot Canada. Not valid in combination with any other 
offer. Some exceptions may apply. Selection varies by store and quantities are limited. 
Offer valid to Canadian residents only. No substitutions or rain checks.  
See store associate or Special Services Desk for details or visit homedepot.ca

We reserve the right to limit quantities to the amount reasonable for homeowners and 
our regular contractor customers. It is our policy to run truthful, accurate advertising. 
In the event of any error, we will make every reasonable effort to accommodate our 
customers. Details on any product warranties available at the store. Not all products 
and services shown in this advertisement are available at all stores. Please call your 
local store to confrm availability. If a product shown is not available at your store,  
we will attempt to order it for you, but this may not be possible in all cases.

12.3MM 12.3MM 11MM 11MM

FREE RAPID 
DELIVERY ON 
FLOORING

48
HOURS TO YOUR DOOR
OR ROOM OF YOUR CHOICE

To learn more, visit homedepot.ca/rapiddelivery
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FREE RAPID DELIVERY ON FLOORING

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca

Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
MTO Licenced

& Approved Course Provider

with this ad only

99 $
course 

discount 

Beginner Driver Education

PROOF 
APRIL 3, 2014 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Thursday.
The deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 

Classified deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 
Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 

The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300, Fax: 9045-727-2620 or email correspondence.

AURORAN REFERENCE
WEEK OF APRIL 3, 2014
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* Restrictions may apply – call for details

$450.00

By Brock Weir

As the City of  Hamilton and Canada 
Post prepare to go to court this month 
over the city’s forceful measures for 
adequate public consultation on the 

placement of  community mailboxes, 
urban municipalities are keeping an 
eye on the proceedings – but Aurora 
might soon have a vested interest in 
the case.

If  you’re one of  the estimated 4,000 

Aurora residents still receiving home 
mail delivery, chances are you have 
resigned yourselves to the fact those 
days will soon be numbered in favour 
of  community mailboxes. But, have 
you been asked where you’d like these 
community mailboxes to go? 

That’s what Councillor Tom Mrakas 
wants to know.

Next week, Council will review a 
Notice of  Motion from the Councillor 
urging Aurora to endorse Hamilton’s 
opposition to the elimination of  home 
mail delivery and the installation of  
community mailboxes. If  approved, 
this motion calls on Mayor Dawe to 
demand the Minister Responsible 
for Canada Post to immediately halt 
the installations and “engage in full 
and meaningful consultation with all 
stakeholders, including the Town and 
its residents.”

“There are concerns residents have 
and lots of  feedback that we haven’t 
been involved in any consultation,” 
says Councillor Mrakas. “At first, what 
we heard at the table was Canada Post 
is working with the municipality to 
a certain point, but there isn’t much 
we can do. Being a new Councillor, I 
took it for what it is, but then I heard 
what Hamilton is doing and I thought 
there is something we should do. This 
is something we should get behind and 
fight for our residents, our taxpayers, 
and look for that consultation to 
happen.”

Everyone realises community 
mailboxes are going to happen, he says, 
and the motion is not about stopping 
what’s coming. Rather, it is about 
getting Aurora to “exert our authority 
over the land which we own.” 

To this end, Councillor Mrakas’ 
motion goes further, requesting 
recommendations by the end of  the 
month on aligning Aurora’s bylaws 
with Hamilton’s, regulating the 
installation of  equipment on roads 
and appropriate property standards 
measures to require Canada Post to 
file for permits – and a fee – “that 
reflects the resources required and 
costs incurred by the Town to install 
community mailboxes in established 
neighbourhoods.”

“We have municipal standards and 

regulations in regards to the planning 
when it comes to our rights of  way,” 
he says. “We maintain them, we own 
them, costs incurred are ours and the 
taxpayers’, therefore we should have a 
say when someone is looking to install 
something, whether it is Canada Post, 
Bell or any type of  utility. That way we 
could have meaningful conversation 
with the residents and have them be 
able to put it in and say, ‘You know 
what? This might be a better place for 
that mailbox.’

“With all due respect to Canada Post, 
they just look at a map and say this is a 
good location, but who knows the Town 
and the Town roads better than the 
residents who live here and the people 
who work here? We are the ones who 
know which spots are better. To put a 
community mailbox in the Heritage 
District right on the front boulevard 
of  one of  our most historical houses 
is not right. It wouldn’t fit in with the 
existing neighbourhood. The intent 
is to say to Canada Post you can’t just 
come in and do what you want on our 
property. You need to follow the rules 
that are set out for everyone.”

Community mailboxes in some of  
Aurora’s newer communities were 
placed in locations as the communities 
developed and grew, and were subject 
to municipal planning processes 
and, thus, were also the subject of  
what he describes as “meaningful 
conversation.” Placing community 
mailboxes in existing neighbourhoods, 
on the other hand, is a separate matter 
altogether.

“Hamilton has taken the lead and 
I commend them for doing what they 
have done,” said Councillor Mrakas. 
“I think the more municipalities and 
the more towns jump on board we 
have a stronger voice together and 
maybe we can finally say to the Federal 
government: ‘Hey, what’s going on 
here? This is our municipal right of  
way, we pay for them, maintain them, 
and we expect to have that meaningful 
consultation process before these 
boxes are installed.’ They say they 
do it, but they’re not. To speak to just 
a few residents who are directly in 
front of  [the potential location] is…not 
meaningful consultation.”

Canada Post could face Aurora backlash over  
community mail boxes

AURORA CEMETERY CORP 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Take notice the  Aurora Cemetery Corp. will be holding a
Meeting for the purpose of electing a new board of directors.
All owners (Rights Holders) are entitled to attend in person.

Date: Tues. May 26, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.
Location: Aurora Cemetery Office

For further information please contact the office: 905-727-9321

WELLINGTON MEDICAL CENTRE 
WALK-IN CLINIC, FAMILY PRACTICE 

NOW OPEN 
Dr. Mayer Yacowar is Now Accepting New Patients

289-796-0322

105-126 Wellington St. West, Aurora L4G 2N9
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

 

St. Andrew’s concludes Not an Ordinary 
Place campaign with a bang

By Brock Weir

You don’t need to tell the students, 
parents, and faculty at St. Andrew’s 
College that their school is not an 
ordinary place, but now it is the envy 
of  prep schools across North America, 
according to headmaster Kevin 
McHenry. 

St. Andrew’s (SAC) five-year $40 
million campaign, Not an Ordinary 
Place, reached its zenith on Saturday 
with the official opening of  the school’s 
new Centre for Leadership, Innovation 
and Performance. Boasting top-of-the-
line music, theatre and arts facilities, 
as well as impressive technological 
labs and other amenities, it is the final 
cornerstone of  the school’s campaign to 
make it one of  the best in the world.

Hundreds of  students and parents, 
past and present, and staff  were on 
hand for a day of  celebrations which 
included not only the opening of  the 
new Centre – which included a taster 
of  their upcoming production of  the 
musical Grease – and also their 110th 
annual Cadet Inspection. 

“I am obviously tremendously proud 
and honoured to lead this school,” said 
Mr. McHenry. “These are incredible 
facilities, the best in North America for 
a prep school, no doubt about that. There 
are so many people in this building, and 
this community, and around the world 
that have helped us. Whether you are 
a board member or a faculty or staff  
member, or a student, an old by, a parent, 
or a past parent, you are all doing your 
part.”

On hand to help cut Saturday’s 
ceremonial ribbon was Old Boy Dem 

Rogers, who is patron of  the Not an 
Ordinary Place campaign, as well as 
its first and most significant donor. 
With a snip of  the giant scissors, a blast 
of  ribbons and a pyrotechnic display 
permeated the room, as a team of  Danny 
Zuccos, Sandys, Rizzos and Kenickies 
led the packed Ketchum Auditorium in 
a celebratory ovation.

Also on hand was Scott Hader, 
the school’s Executive Director of  
Advancement, who pulled double duty 
as campaign director.

“This is a celebration of  this amazing, 
generous Andrean community that 
has made all this happen, and it is 
a celebration of  the opening of  the 
third and last phase of  the Centre 
for Leadership, Innovation and 
Performance,” said Mr. Hader. “The 
campaign started back in 2009 and there 
were some pretty lofty goals. In fact, the 
goals seemed to keep rising all the time 
– imagine that! It has truly been a fun 
adventure to be on and we have raised 
$41 million [over the last six years].”

Looking on was parent Dan Stock. A 
campaign such as this serves to get the 
community excited, and the community 
certainly rose to the occasion.

“It galvanizes a community,” said Mr. 
Stock. “It shows us what we can do and 
to what extent and wonderful things 
we can do. As chairman of  the Not an 
Ordinary Place Campaign, I really have 
one thing to say: thank you to all of  you 
who have been involved and supported 
this campaign. It is very important 
and it has been wonderful. I have been 
very proud and honoured to be a part 
of  it and, truly, St. Andrew’s is not an 
ordinary place.”

  Briefly
MErLIN’S HOLLOW rETUrNS FOr 34th SEASON

Sunday is Mother’s Day and if  you’re looking for the perfect treat for mom, head over to Merlin’s Hollow on 
Saturday. The famed Aurora garden, owned and maintained by Dierdre and David Tomlinson, opens this Saturday, 
May 9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Since it opened in 1981, the garden has welcomed thousands of  visitors. The garden 
is divided into four sections by high cedar hedges, creating a number of  different microclimates that enable the 
Tomlinsons to grow a wide spectrum of  plans from many different parts of  the world, most grown from seed. The 
garden boasts over 2,000 different flowering perennials, transforming itself  into a new garden at each monthly 
opening. Admission is free. Merlin’s Hollow will also be open, rain or shine, on Saturday, June 13, Saturday, July 4, 
and Sunday July 12. 
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Continued on page 15

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Gas & Oil 
Heating 

Equipment

Air
Conditioners 
& Humidifiers

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., May 8  Souled Out
Sat., May 9  Glass Ampp

Fri., May 15  Bad Dog
Sat., May 16  Something Extra

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business
Meeting Rooms and the Famous Hunt Pub with Live Entertainment
Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private BusinessBeautiful Private Party Rooms, Private BusinessBeautiful Private Party Rooms, Private BusinessBeautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business

Mother’s Day 
Lunch

Book your reservation
now for our special

every Thursday, 
25% off

any of our
16 draught beers
in The Hunt Pub, 

5pm ‘til late!

every Thursday, every Thursday, 

SPRING
BEER FESTIVAL

• fertilization

• weed management
• grub management
• slit seeding

• aeration

HEALTHY LAWNS SINCE 1989

 lawnswedo@rogers.com
613 4905 841-8965

Lawns that have endured this harsh winter deserve our treatment

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST

905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

Town Hall needs to step up 
communications with residents: Council

By Brock Weir

As complaints rolled in over the 
renovations of  the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, many residents 
and club members complained over a 
lack of  communication over what was 
happening with the Industrial Parkway 
Facility – and that is just one gap that 
needs to be addressed at Town Hall, 
according to Council. 

Councillors unanimously approved 
a review of  Aurora’s corporate 
communications policy last week, citing 
a number of  potential shortcomings in 
the system. In addition to the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex (AFLC) 
example, other issues were, according 
to Councillor Michael Thompson, 
inadequate communication over 
Council nixing the heavily-promoted, 
controversial Clear Bag garbage 
program earlier this year, and the 
decision to not proceed with reducing 
the composition of  Council following 
last fall’s referendum vote.

In his dual notices of  motion, 
Councillor Thompson not only called 
on Town Hall to “create awareness” of  
the final decisions on clear bags and the 
referendum questions, but also lay the 
groundwork for a wholesale review of  
the Town’s Corporate Communications 
Policy.

“When I first came to Council [in 
2010], there was some discussion 
around the table in terms of  priorities 
and things you would like to see,” 
he said. “For myself, and some other 
members who are here, we all stress the 
importance of  communication, that we 
really wanted to see communication 

enhanced and be a significant strategic 
pillar with regards to how we engage 
and interact with our residents. 
During my time here, there has been 
some challenges with regards to the 
communications with residents. I don’t 
feel we’re meeting their expectations.”

As such, the Corporate 
Communications Policy will be before 
Councillors at the Committee Level 
for review this week. Adopted in 2011, 
Councillor Thompson said many of  
the tenets within it are outdated and 
in need of  revision. Communications 
is a “vital strategic component” of  
any Councillor’s job in serving the 
residents and a better plan needs to 
come through. 

“There are so many things we can 
adopt into the plan to help broaden 
the scope, but when I look at the plan, 
I look not just at the avenues which we 
take to communicate with residents, 
but our website and all these different 
initiatives,” he concluded. “Hopefully 
by the end of  this term, we will all be 
in a place where the residents are much 
better informed, better engaged, and 
active.”

No objections were expressed 
around the table, and the motion was 
duly seconded by Councillor Tom 
Mrakas. Speaking in favor of  the 
motion, Councillor John Abel said the 
word “communication” often comes up 
in daily interaction with residents.

“It seems to be at every issue 
we’re talking about,” he said. “We 
commit considerable resources 
to this department. We want, as a 
Council, to address what we perceive 

Aurora prepares for trial over Mavrinac “park” issue
By Brock Weir

The Town of  Aurora is preparing to 
go to court over the future of  a six acre 
parcel of  land on Mavrinac Boulevard.

Known within the neighbourhood as 
“Mavrinac Park”, the land in question 
has been at the centre of  dispute for 
nearly a year between the Town and the 
property owner, Minto Developments. 

The land was once earmarked for 
a school by the York Catholic District 
School Board. However, when the Board 
chose an alternative site for future 
expansion, area residents encouraged 
the municipality to take action to 
secure the land under the subdivision 
agreement signed in 2007 which, in the 
Town’s view, enshrined their right to 
purchase the property at the prices of  

the day if  the proposed school didn’t go 
forward.

Minto disagreed with this position, 
and Council moved to take legal action 
to secure the land under the signed 
agreement last year. 

Talks, however, have broken down 
and a trial is looming.

“Recent mediation between the Town 
of  Aurora and Minto Communities 
regarding the Town’s acquisition of  
the Mavrinac Boulevard property…
ended without a resolution and the 
Town intends to proceed with the next 
steps in litigation,” said the Town in 
a statement last Wednesday. “As part 
of  the litigation process, the Town 
exercised its right to acquire [the land] 
from Minto in accordance with the 
terms of  the subdivision agreement. 
The Town and Minto have been involved 
in litigation regarding this matter since 
January 2014.

“As part of  the litigation process, 
the Town and Minto engaged in 
mediation in March 2015 to determine 
if  a satisfactory resolution could be 
reached without the need for a trial. 
As the parties could not agree on 
a mediated settlement, the matter 
appears set to proceed with the next 
steps in litigation, towards an eventual 
trial.”

In a statement, Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
reiterated the Town’s “commitment” to 
press the matter.

“Upholding the Town’s agreement 
with Minto and enforcing the Town’s 
rights regarding the property are 
important to our Council and our 
residents,” he said. “Town Council 
remains committed to responding to 
resident concerns and protecting our 
rights in this important matter.”

Residents raised concerns about the 
future of  the land last year, with scores 
filling Council Chambers urging the 
Town to take action. Many of  those 
who spoke out have properties backing 
onto the land in question, and said 
they purchased their properties at 

a premium in the belief  they would 
be backing onto either a school or 
greenspace. The last thing they wanted, 
they said, were more houses in their 
back yards.

Lawyer John Mascarin represented 
the interests of  Minto at Council last 
year. He was contacted for comment on 
the Town’s position, but a response had 
not been received at press time.

Council made the decision to go 
public with the latest developments in 
the Mavrinac case after a closed session 
meeting last week. 

“As we’re all aware, [the issue] is of  
particular interest to the residents of  
the Mavrinac area,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “They have been 

enquiring continually with regards 
to an update and I think we have a 
responsibility to update them to the 
best of  our ability.”

Councillor Thompson moved a motion, 
seconded by Tom Mrakas, to “provide 
residents with information on Council’s 
confidential recommendations” as it 
relates to the case. Warren Mar, solicitor 
for the Town of  Aurora, however, said 
the only updates that could be provided 
at this time was the status of  the 
litigation, shying away from any details 
on discussions with legal counsel or the 
“overall litigation process.”

No further updates will be provided 
at this time on behalf  of  the Town, 
concluded the statement.
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We have a great selection  
of townhomes available for sale.  

ACT NOW! CALL OR VISIT US TODAY.

• Overlooking St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course 

• 9 foot ceilings • Wrap-around porches 

• Finished lower-level walkouts 

• Granite kitchen countertops 

• Oak staircases 

905.853.4443   DanielsHighlands.com
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PRESENTATION CENTRE

PRESENTATION CENTRE:

804 Shadrach Drive, Townhome 21
Open Mon. - Wed.: 12pm to 8pm

�urs. & Fri.: Closed
Sat., Sun. & Holidays: 12pm to 6pm

N

EWMARKET’S 

B
EST KEPT SECRET

MOVE IN 
TH I S  YEAR

Already under construction and 
located off of Bayview Ave.,  
this collection of exclusive 

townhomes will be the  
LAST OPPORTUNITY to own 
at The Highlands and live in an 

oasis unlike any other.

3 Bedroom Condominium 
Townhomes Starting from the 

$490,000s

PHASE TWO  
THE FINAL RELEASE

NOW  
ON SALE! 

VISIT OUR FURNISHED  
MODEL HOMES  
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

Spring

PAST 
PRESENT 
FUTURE  
165 and Still We Thrive

MAY 28TH - 31ST, 2015

www.schombergfair.com

165th Schomberg Agricultural
Schomberg Agricultural Society’s

Constituency Office
238 Wellington Street East, Suite 203 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 1J5  
Tel 905-750-0019 | Fax 905-750-0050 
cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Chris Ballard, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora
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Arts & Culture
Selecting this year’s book to build on 

the success of  last year’s program was 
almost too easy for Reccia Mandelcorn 
and the rest of  the Aurora Public Library 
team. Having worked with Ms. Connelly 
on other projects, Ms. Mandelcorn said 
she had read the book three times, before 
she suggested it as the centrepiece for 
this year’s celebration of  the written 
word.

“We wanted something that was a 
good piece of  literature, that had the 
depth of  programming around that, 
and we wanted it to be Canadian,” she 
explains. “We wanted to have something 
with which we could make connections 
within the community. Having studied 
under Karen, I know how engaging she 

is. She is one of  my favourite Canadian 
authors and I knew we could have 
something pretty momentous for the 
community.”

With elections coming up this fall in 
Canada as well as Burma, “Burmese 
Lessons” is a book that can go a long 
way in stimulating an important 
community-wide conversation about 
freedom, fighting for democracy, and a 
number of  particularly timely topics. 

Having done a quiet soft-launch of  the 
book earlier this year to various local 
book clubs, that potential to generate 
that conversation has already become 
evident, says the Library’s Cindy Shaver.

“People are really enjoying it,” says 
Ms. Shaver. “Some people have said it is 
a little bit more risqué than maybe they 
thought it would be, but once you’re into 
it, you’re absorbed. You’re right in there 
and sense that passion Karen has in the 
moment and how it becomes her life. 
She doesn’t necessarily feel like she is 
Canadian anymore. She is in there and 
she is just as invested as everyone else.”

–As part of  the One Book One Aurora 
Campaign, Ms. Mandelcorn and Ms. 
Shaver have built a series of  events 
developed around the themes of  the 
book.

Once the books have three months 
to circulate around Aurora, discussion 
begins in earnest with a special 
screening of  the documentary Burma 
VJ on September 17, hosted by Burmese 
activist Zaw Wai Kyaw. Burma VJ, 
nominated for Best Documentary at the 
2009 Academy Awards, follows Burmese 
video journalists caught in the mist of  
the 2007 so-called Saffron Revolution.

Burmese Lessons will also be the 
centrepiece of  talks hosted by the 
Library’s Tuesday Philosophy Club on 
October 6. Here, participants will have 
an enlightening discussion on important 
philosophical questions raised by the 
book, including what justifies “state”, 
when civil disobedience is justified, 
and whether civil disobedience is 

Community Garden Fair returns  
for second year

By Brock Weir

Mother Nature looked kindly upon 
the Aurora Garden and Horticultural 
Society as they tried something new 
– a full-blown Garden Fair at Town 
Park. Now, the society is hoping for 
a repeat of  their inaugural success 
when the second-annual event returns 
this month. 

On Sunday, May 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., the Society, along with nearly 30 
vendors and feature gardens designed 
by King’s Pathways to Perennials, 
transforms the downtown hub into a 
gardener’s paradise.

Repeating last year’s overarching 
theme of  “From the Ground Up”, the 
2015 Community Garden Fair aims to 
truly provide something for everyone, 
whatever shade of  green your thumb 
happens to be. 

“Gardening is big and it is growing,” 
says Judy Ryan of  the Aurora Garden 
and Horticultural Society. “Even 
young people are showing a greater 
interest in it, but this fair is not just 
gardening; we have got landscapers, 
we have irrigation systems, arbours, 
and fencing. It is everything for the 
outdoors, because Canadians live for 
the outdoors, eh?

“Everybody is very much in tune 
with getting back to nature. There is a 
big backlash against all the chemicals 
we are introducing into our food and 
all the chemicals we are introducing 
into our landscapes, and people just 
want a more natural way of  living. 
That means gardening and attracting 
all the birds, bees and insects. 
Increasingly, people are not objecting 
to nature, the animals, the birds and 
things that live in nature intruding 
into our yards. They are looking out 
and saying, ‘this is something we can 

all enjoy.’’
In addition to their full slate of  

local vendors from Aurora, King and 
Oak Ridges, the fledgling Community 
Garden Fair will include the Society’s 
popular annual plant sale, which has 
been a mainstay – and a particular 
money-maker – of  the group for 
decades. 

Organizers got their hands dirty 
last week digging out and preparing 
some of  the items they plan to sell 
later this month after starting the 
plants in ground leant to them by 
Pathways in Pottageville. Each plant 
is being lovingly cared for by members 
so they are in pristine condition for 
purchase and planting on May 24, says 
Ms. Ryan. 

“Going ‘From the Ground Up’ really 
says what we’re doing,” she says. 
“Not everyone wants to plant. Lots of  
people would love to have a patio and 
put out a few pots and that’s about it. 
Or maybe they just want to have grass 
– and there is nothing wrong with 
grass. It is better than paving over 
your lawn!

“Through the show, we’re hoping 
people recognize the fact we have a 
garden club in Town they can connect 
with to help with their gardens. People 
are sometimes afraid to go to a garden 
club because they think they’re stupid 
and they’re not going to ask the right 
questions. We’re not that. Part of  our 
mandate is to educate and if  you have 
a question and we can answer it, then 
we have done our job. 

“There is a wealth of  resources here 
in our town, so you can shop locally. 
The range of  exhibitors and vendors 
is broad and you don’t need to go to 
Toronto, or Woodbridge, or Thornhill. 
You can find what you need right here 
in our Town.”

even a “responsibility” against state 
oppression and control.

If  the written word of  Karen 
Connelly wasn’t enough, the Colleen 
Abbott Gallery will be turned over 
to an exhibition of  her photography 
from October 7 to October 24, before 
the program culminates with Ms. 
Connelly herself  on Saturday, October 
24 when the author presents her novel 
and engages in a question and answer 
session with the audience at the Aurora 
Public Library.

“She is really excited about it,” says 
Ms. Mandelcorn of  Ms. Connelly’s 
participation. “She generally doesn’t do 
book talks anymore, but she wanted to 
bring forth social issues. She herself  is 
an activist and right now she is doing 
a lot of  work on missing and murdered 
aboriginal women. She saw this as a 
way not only of  promoting the book 
she wrote, but taking something that is 
very important and bringing it to the 
community.”

For more on One Book One Aurora 
2015, and to keep up-to-date on a growing 

list of  activities surrounding Burmese 
Lessons – or even to suggest an event 
yourself  – visit www.onebookoneaurora.
com. 

Reccia Mandelcorn and Cindy Shaver present the 
latest selection in the One Book One Aurora  
Campaign, which will soon pop up in portable 
libraries around town like the one on display here. 

 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Love story enthralls while tackling tough, timely issues
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Talent honoured at annual  
Art Show & Sale

(1) It was a black tie affair as members of the So-
ciety of York Region Artists and a wide variety of 
talent were honoured by SOYRA’s president, Linda 
Welch, and Mayor Geoff Dawe last week. The 53rd 
annual Juried Art Show and Sale was hosted by 
SOYRA and the Town on Saturday and Sunday and 
participating artists and local youth artists were 
recognized in Council Chambers. (2) Cathy Fairs 
took home First Place in Oils. (3) Judy Sherman, 
Honourable Mention – Oils. (4) Kaitlyn Poncelent, 
First Place – Optimist Best in Youth Award. (5) Dylan 
Torraville, First Place – SOYRA Award for Excellence. 
(6) Sarah Punzalan, Honourable Mention – SOYRA 
Award of Excellence. (7) Brigitte Granton, Honour-
able Mention – Oils (8) Claire D’Aurore, First Place 
– Preserve Aurora & First Place – Photography. 
(9)  Jessica Urgiles, Honourable Mention – Best in 
Youth. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 3 (Broad)  12/19/13  10:54 AM  Page 1

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Come for the HORSES

LESSONS

Call or email for details www.ridgewoodfarm.ca 
      905-727-8231

SIGN UP NOW!

Ridgewood 
Farm

SPRING Horse Back Riding 

$165 for a 
Month of LessonsOnlyStay for the fun!

905-726-4132

Sun. May 10 - 4 Sundays
May 30 - 4 Saturdays

Next CourSeS Start:

Driver  
Training  
for Life

    
  
          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2015/2016 REGISTRATION  

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2015 
 
In office registration:  May 6, 7, 13, 27 (6:30 – 9:00 pm) 

                                     AMHA Office at ACC1 
     
REGISTRATION fees for the 2015/2016 season are:  
 
 
$560.00  Players born 1995 through 2009* 
 
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2015* 
 
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2015* 
 
$  60.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2008 and 2009 must register in person and submit a copy 
of a birth certificate and proof of residency. It is recommended that 2009 players have either 
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey. 
  
PLAYERS MUST BE REGISTERED PRIOR TO ANY TRYOUTS FOR AAA OR ANY AMHA 
REP/SELECT TEAM. AMHA REP TRYOUTS WILL COMMENCE APRIL 26, 2015. 
 
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants. 
 
Refunds (less $25 administration fee) will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2015. 
 

FOR ALL NEW PLAYERS 
https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/ 

 
The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated that one parent per family must complete 
the online “Respect In Sport” – Parent Program in order for their child to be rostered to an 
AMHA team this season. 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2015. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 

 
 

 

Aurora and King baseball begins after off-season merger
By Jake Courtepatte

A new baseball season is upon us, and 
with it comes the newest joint venture 
between Aurora and King Township in 
sports.

The 2015 season will be the first for 
the newly formed Aurora King Baseball 
Association, or the AKBA, marking 
the merger of  the Aurora Baseball 
Association and the King Township 

Baseball Association.
Both towns have worked together 

in the past, with the associations 
beginning to interlock in 2014. The 
merger creates a prime opportunity for 
talented baseball players within King to 
reach the higher level.

While King lacked a higher program 
outside of  the local house league, the 
Aurora Jays are an established rep 
organization that can now draw from 
an even larger pool of  players.

“Aurora has a good program, but it’s 
considered small by Ontario Baseball 
Association standards,” said Jason 
Sorlilo, the Rep Director for the AKBA. 
“So it gives us more of  a talent pool, to 
get some stronger teams and have more 
kids out at tryouts.”

Speaking of  sign-ups, Sorlilo said 
the younger divisions usually don’t 
face many troubles with having kids 
who want to play. In the older divisions, 
however, they have experienced a 
significant lack of  numbers in the past.

King’s house league program will 
remain the Cobras, playing out of  the 
same parks in Nobleton, King City and 
Pottageville. The slogan for the program 
seems to be “Business as Usual”, used 
on both the Facebook page and the King 
Cobras website.

As for the reps, players from King 
will be put under the umbrella of  the 
Aurora Jays name, which underwent 
a uniform and logo upgrade just a few 
years ago.

The first game has already kicked off  
for one of  the program’s teams, with 
Sorlilo’s Minor PeeWee Jays taking 
on the North York Blues on the road 
Sunday.

An exhibition double-header in 
Oakville the day before was the key to 
getting in some early-season practice, 
as they moved to 1 – 0 beating the Blues 
10 – 8.

After press-time, the Midget squad 
has also opened the season with a 
home-and-away series.

A number of  tournaments are also 
on the schedule for the AKBA, first 
hosting a Minor PeeWee tournament 
on the May long weekend. All games 
will be held at the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex. Four more 

tournaments will follow in Aurora 
throughout the summer season.

If  your child is interested in 
joining either the rep or house league 
programs, there’s still an opportunity. 
Sorlilo said that select tryouts are 
currently ongoing. All information, 
including registration, schedules, and 
scores, can be found at www.akba.ca.

The organization is also looking for 
sponsors. Any company interested in 
sponsoring a local youth sports team 
is invited to contact Matt Giesen at 
mattg@akba.ca.

International Bocce tournament  
at Seneca in the books

By Jake Courtepatte

There was an unprecedented 
international presence at King City’s 
Seneca College campus over the 
weekend, where 24 teams converged for 
the 2015 International Special Olympics 
Bocce Tournament.

Teams travelled from as far away as 
Italy, Greece, San Marino and Malta for 
a weekend of  friendly competition and 
companionship.

Lee Prioriello, Youth Bocce Canada 
President, said the popularity of  bocce 
continues to grow – in large part due 
to its inexpensive nature and simple 
execution.

Over 400 special needs kids in York 
Region work with the youth bocce 
program each year.

The athletes were given an Olympic 
welcome upon their arrival Thursday, 
taking part in an opening ceremony 
before retiring to their rooms in a 
makeshift athlete’s village to rest up for 
play the next day.

Sami Jo Small, a three-time Olympian 
in women’s hockey, was a guest speaker 
at the ceremony, and praised the athletes 
for their efforts in a sport that is still 
looking to make a strong impact in 
Canada.

Locally, the area was represented by 
the York Region Bocce Rollers and the 
Aurora Rollers. The Aurora team got off  
to a great start with a 9 – 6 victory, but 
it was their inexperience that cost them 
with back-to-back losses, failing to reach 
the championship rounds on day two.

But in their first year of  competition, 
they can certainly take pride in how far 
they have come. 

“They’ve come really far,” team 
manager Jeff  Hauley said. “It’s great to 
see how well they’ve all picked up the 
game, and it seems like we have players 
that will want to stick with it.”

York Region, meanwhile, took a 3 – 0 
round-robin record into the second day 
of  competition, only to fall to a team from 
Toronto and also miss the championship 
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SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 45th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes
The secret to Omars success is simple – Service, Selection and Dedication to our valued customers.

Raz & May Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

Invite you 
to come and visit us and our friendly 
and informed staff at the 
largest shoe store north of Metro! 
Omars is celebrating 44 years of 
fitting shoes for everyone from babies to adults

A great gift for Mom on 
Mother’s Day, or any other day!

The perfect evening sandal 
for dress or casual.

Style Without Compromise

CASLYNN SHAE 
Light Tan Nuback

CASLYNN DEZ 
Nude Patent

130 Hollidge Blvd. 
905-727-6030

Walk-ins welcome
Wellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 
• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Aurora-King baseball takes over “premiere”  
ball diamond

By Brock Weir

May is here, and that means Aurora 
and King are in the throes of  baseball 
season, but as the Aurora Jays step up 
to the plate at Stewart Burnett field 
this week, they might be doing so with 
an extra degree of  pride.

Council voted 6 – 2 in favour of  
giving the Aurora King Baseball 
Association a $7,000 grant for the work 
they do in maintaining the field and 
keeping everything up to snuff  for 
the hundreds of  baseball players that 
pass through the facility – and the 
association – every year. 

Providing compensation to the 
baseball club for the work they do 
has been an issue that has been the 
subject of  considerable Council debate 
in recent weeks. Not wanting to leave 
the grass to grow under their feet, as it 
were, the Club set about their routine 
as Council made up its mind. 

“We are prepared to take it over at 
any point in time,” said club president 
Dave Giroux, appearing at Council last 
week responding to questions from 
Councillor Harold Kim on when they 
ultimately needed a decision. “On May 
1, baseball basically gets started in 
all ball diamonds in the Region. The 
sooner the better is the decision to be 
made so we can actually put [what we 
need] in place.”

According to Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation 
Services, his department traditionally 
maintains all aspects of  the facilities 
such as these, but the development 
of  Stewart Burnett Park changed the 
playing field as the Association would 
like to see a higher standard on the 
diamond above and beyond existing 
service levels. 

To this end, Council went into 
last week’s meeting facing a 
recommendation to provide up to $7,000 
compensation to the club for doing 
that work. However, as Council still is 
yet to finalize this year’s budget, the 
recommendation was met with some 
opposition from Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
and Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
ultimately voted against the request. 

In recent budget meetings, Council 
tasked staff  with finding an extra 
$100,000 in revenues to lessen the tax 
impact on residents. Approving this 
request, said Mayor Dawe, would 
only add to their hunt for finding that 
revenue elsewhere. 

“This is a very difficult position 
because it is a premiere field and 
we wanted it to be,” said Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner. “In a way, it is setting 
a precedent if  we allow this. The Mayor 
has a good point: this might not be the 
year we can approve this, and it pains 
me to say this. 

Others, however, had no such 
qualms. In their view, this was a 
premiere field thanks in no small 
part to the efforts of  the AKBA and 
Aurora would be getting a return on 
its investment.

“To me, this looks like a very fair 
exchange,” said Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes of  the “payback” Aurora 
would get in this investment in the 
AKBA, as well as man hours that 
would be saved by the Town’s Parks 
and Recreation Department. “It 
solidifies this is the right target and 
the right way forward. It is allowing 
us to improve service levels across the 
board.”

The Aurora-King Baseball 
Association emerged last year 
following a merger of  the two clubs.

In last year’s roster, Mr. Giroux said 
there were 660 Aurora residents within 
the organization playing at all levels, 
and 175 members for King.

round.
An impressive four high schools from 

York Region sent delegates to the games, 
including the Sacred Heart Crusaders, 
who barely lost the bronze medal in a 
hard-fought and well-attended game on 
Sunday.

Port Colborne won the gold medal.
At the closing ceremonies, 

Newmarket’s own Justin Hines, who 
has used his singing to raise millions for 
charities involving disabilities, gave a 
performance.

Special Olympics Ontario of  Aurora 
will start their outdoor program back up 
in June, with a number of  returnees from 
the winter program and some fresh faces. 
For more information to join, check out 
www.aurora.specialolympicsontario.ca.

Special Olympics programming 
returns next month

Justin of the Sacred Heart Crusaders celebrates a shot in the bronze medal game against Circilo Richiardi on 
Sunday at the 2015 International Special Olympics Bocce Tournament. Richiardi went on to win the game. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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(1)  Families helped break in the new gymnasium by shooting a few hoops. (2) Members of Aurora’s 
Youth Engagement Committee helped Mayor Geoff Dawe, along with Councillors Tom Mrakas, Harold 
Kim, Jeff Thom, John Abel and Sandra Humfryes, cut the official ribbon. (3) While people were shooting 
hoops on the ground floor, kids were in The Loft shooting pool and (4) catching up on some homework. 
(5) Braver Aurorans ascended the new rock climbing wall while (6) others showed off their artistic flair. 
(7) Mayor Dawe meets skate enthusiast Ciara-Grace. (8) Families enjoyed an afternoon in the sun. (9) 
Kids helped whip up snacks in the new teaching kitchen while (10) outside the Optimist Club of Aurora 
grilled up some of their famous hamburgers and hotdogs. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Youth Centre attracts eager crowds
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ASK THE 
DESIGNER

JEAN BISNAIrE

Curating 
the Perfect 

Foyer

nichedecor.ca

askjean@nichedecor.ca

Nichedecor

Nichedecor 

   Niche_Decor

   @nicheunionville

CrOSSWOrD pUZZLE

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

 “I don’t know how to design 
or layout my narrow front 
hallway. Please help!”

There are several ways 
to curate the perfect front 
entry way.  

I always tend to ask my 
clients about the way they 
use the space in order to come 
up with the best solution. If  
you and your family don’t 
use the front door regularly, 
then you’re lucky, you can 
design the foyer to be as 
visually appealing as you 
like. If  it is an area you and 
your family pass through 
multiple times a day then put some 
good thought into the functionality as 
well as the organization of  the space.  

Do you need to organize clutter?
You may want to consider a custom 

built-in that will have a bench for sitting 
and pulling on shoes and boots, storage 
for bulky items and hooks to hang coats 
on. If  you have a closet nearby, and this 
isn’t a concern, then you may want to 
start with a nice console to put your 
keys, wallets, etc.  

The style of  this furniture piece can 
also set the tone for the rest of  your 
space (antique, clean and modern, etc.).  
For narrow hallways, there are lots of  
smaller scale pieces available or you 
may want to consider a floating shelf  
with a mirror above it.  If  you have the 
room you may want to consider a round 
table in the center of  the space to create 
flow around the piece.  A gorgeous 
sculptural or floral centerpiece would 
finish off  the look and create that wow 
factor!  

Some houses don’t have a clear and 
separate entryway. The front door 
opens into a living room or family room. 
In this instance, I would recommend 
putting a console up against the back 
of  a sofa in the opposite room facing 
the entry to create the feeling of  a 
separated entrance area. 

A piece of  art, or a mirror in the 
entry way is always a great idea as well.  
The majority of  my clients want a final 
glimpse into the mirror before leaving 
their house and other clients who 
would prefer to see a striking piece of  
art set the tone for their home. Either 
option is great. If  you have a narrow, 
long hallway, you may want to consider 

several pieces of  art along 
the hallway to create an art 
gallery feel.

If  your entry is very 
narrow, there’s nothing 
wrong with hanging a piece 
of  art and having no other 
furniture in the space.  

If  you’re looking to make 
a statement in the entry way 
or looking to refresh your 
space with a minor tweak, 
update your light fixture!  
The variety of  styles and 
finish selections out there 
today are amazing and you 
can really have fun setting 

the tone with the lighting in your entry 
way. Be cautious of  how much light the 
fixture gives off  as some are quite dim 
and won’t do well without natural light 
close by.

If  you need more light you can also 
put lamps on the console for times that 
you may need it.  

Having something to sit on in your 
front entry way is always a good idea 
as well.  If  you can fit a small chair or 
bench in your space that’s great. You 
can also get a funky bench and tuck 
it in under your console table. If  you 
need storage but a built-in is not an 
option, this would be the perfect place 
to also put a storage bench for added 
practicality.  

I can go on all day about entry ways.
Once you get the substantial pieces 

in place, be sure to accessorize for 
maximum impact.  This is the first 
space people will see when you open 
the door. Be sure to make it reflect the 
personality of  you and your home so 
that it sets the tone for what to expect 
throughout.

Do you love colour? Be sure to add 
in pops of  colour (through art, bench 
fabric, accessories) and as always, 
remember to have fun with it!

Feel free to send me your comments 
or questions to askjean@nichedecor.ca 

Stay Connected with Us!

Town of Aurora unveils new Youth Centre
By Jake Courtepatte

Just in time for National Youth 
Week, the youth of  Aurora received a 
gift that should keep on giving for years 
to come.

Saturday marked the grand opening 
of  the new Aurora Youth Centre, located 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
on Industrial Parkway North.

Architects, Town representatives, 
and citizens gathered in front of  the 
new concrete skate park out front of  
the facility, which was already being 
used by over a dozen kids.

Built in 1986, the Leisure Complex 
closed in November of  2013 for 
renovations. The facility received a 
major upgrade for $7 million before 
opening earlier this year, amid 
criticism, and criticism followed from 
users on the finished result.

But the youth centre, known as The 
Loft, has received a much more positive 
response from its users.

According to Mayor Geoff  Dawe, the 
project was a long time coming.

“I think it actually started way back 
in the mid-90s with some visions,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “We [needed] to offer 
more to youth. We had fewer people 

registered in seniors programs, but 
we had a seniors’ facility. Now we’re 
correcting that level of  service within 
our community.”

Aside from the large-scale skate 
park, the facility now boasts an indoor 
climbing wall, a gymnasium, and even 
a teaching kitchen.

Council has high hopes for the centre 
– and the numbers are already starting 
to show with a recent increase in 
membership in the overall facility.

“It’s such a pleasure to now come 
in here, especially to someone who 
spent time in the old facility, which was 
somewhat old and dingy,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “The changes and strides made 
here are just amazing.”

Many Councillors were also at the 
unveiling, including Councillors John 
Abel, Sandra Humfryes, Jeff  Thom, 
Harold Kim, and Tom Mrakas.

Council hired Aurora’s first youth 
coordinator in 2000, opening up a youth 
program initiative that, at the time, 
the town was starved of. There are now 
148 youth programs run by the town 
throughout the year. 

Prior to the building of  the youth 
centre, these programs were being run 
out of  19 different facilities in Aurora 

as shortcomings and how we move 
forward and how to better enhance 
the need to communicate with our 
residents.”

This was a view shared by Councillor 
Wendy Gaertner: “I have been talking 
about increased accountability and 
transparency for many years, and 
anything that supports that I certainly 
will support.”

In the other motion to communicate 
out the results of  Council’s decision 
on the referendum and Clear Bags, 
Councillor Thompson said these were 
issues residents were particularly 
engaged on and, when push came 
to shove, there was no formal 
communication outside of  local 
media, to communicate Council’s final 
decisions to residents. For Councillor 

Sandra Humfryes, this is an example 
of  a “loop” that needs to be closed.

“Our communications department 
has the qualifications to take that 
information and close the loop,” 
she said, referencing the Council 
Highlights package made available 
to the public a day or two after each 
bi-weekly Council meeting. “Items 
that get shut down and don’t move 
forward are no longer communicated 
and that needs to change. I am looking 
forward to a fresh perspective looking 
at [the Corporate Communications 
Policy] and utilizing all tools in the 
communications industry on how we 
can communicate out.”

Added Councillor Thompson: “We 
work for the residents. We need to let 
them know what is going on. If  we’re 
not doing a good enough job, let’s fix it.”

From page 5

FRONT PORCH PERSPECTIVE

good judgement in dispensing of  church 
funds.

While I do not have any evidence, the 
rumor out there is that the Archdiocese 
wanted Father Joe to attend some type 
of  retreat for a month somewhere in the 
U.S. where he would be joined by other 
priests who have been accused of  very 
serious/heinous allegations.

If  this is the case, then the Archdiocese 
is wrong. 

Yes, there are rules that must be 
followed. Maybe a reprimand or some 
other penalty should have been in order 
for Father Joe.  

What has happened is that our 
community has lost someone with great 
passion and compassion. His sunny 
disposition and sense of  optimism 
brought so many people back to the 
church or enticed new folks into the fold.

His homilies were always well 
received; a thoughtful message conveyed 
in an upbeat and crisp manner.

Although I did not know Father Joe 
well, he was there to listen when I was 
going through some tough personal 
times and he was there to comfort my 
wife as she dealt with an ailing mother 
and he visited my mother-in-law in the 
hospital just before she passed away a 
couple of  weeks ago.

He has been there in a similar fashion 
for so very, very many others in our 
community.

I am very much saddened by his 
departure from both Our Lady of  Grace 
and from the priesthood.

I wish Joe the best in his future 
endeavors.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Closing “the loop” on communications

and the surrounding area.
“This is such a convenience for our 

kids,” said Al Downey, Director of  
Parks and Recreation. “To be able to 
provide programming in one location.”

Council approved a “youth needs 
analysis” in March of  2011, which 
identified the steps needed to take to 
provide the most for the town’s youth. 
What came out of  it was a need for 
more space for physical activity.

“What we heard was a need for a 
multi-purpose facility in that we were 
able to simply upgrade some of  the 
areas that we already offered, such as 
the pool and the rink,” said Mr. Downey.

Multi-purpose or not, it’s clear that 

the biggest draw of  the facility for 
youth is the skate park. Its popularity 
was cemented even before it was built, 
as Mr. Downey admits that the biggest 
cheer when they presented to the high 
schools came upon its announcement.

And those showing off  their moves 
at the grand opening echoed their 
sentiments.

“It’s really got everything you 
need,” said Shawn Downey, a teenage 
skateboarder. “Like rails, a bowl, 
quarterpipes, they did a good job.”

Downey’s friend and fellow 
skateboarder Devon said the bowl was 
something that he didn’t expect, as you 
don’t find them at a lot of  skateparks. 
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Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.    905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELp WANTEDBIrTHDAY ANNOUNCEMENT

LOST IN AUrOrA

HELp WANTED

ATTENTION
Local People 

Needed 
Intl Company Growing. 

Work From Home PT/FT/
Flex. Call/Text  

Terri 416-320-5857 
terri.whyte@yahoo.com

Come join an award winning, deeply rooted community newspaper in  
Ontario looking for a hard working editor/general manager with  
a passion for community, news, and strong leadership skills.

Seeking Managing Editor

EMail RESuME foR conSidERation: 
Ray Stanton
rays@londonproperty.ca

let’s talk.

REquiREMEntS:
• Knowledge of the newspaper industry

• Strong leader
• Post Secondary Education

• Sales skills an asset
• Great personal skills

• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

• Hard working and enjoy rewards in a team environment

dutiES and RESPonSiBilitiES: 
• Manage editorial and operations with a focus on  

building upon the strong history of the paper
• Cover events, council, edit copy and layout pages

• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

coMPEnSation: Base + Performance Bonuses

Advertise in 
THE AURORAN 

Classifieds 
905-751-6013 ext. 102

Advertise in 
THE AURORAN 

Classifieds 
905-751-6013 

ext. 102

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 
• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

Looking for keen and energetic people 
who enjoy cleaning 

647-333-7397

Become a Steady Part-time School Bus Driver now. We are hiring people from Woodbridge, 
Maple and North Richmond Hill (Oak Ridges). Ideal for recent retirees or stay-at-home parents. 
No weekends, nights or school holidays. (Ask about child ride along). Professional experience 
not required, FREE training provided.

You need a full valid G licence with at least one year North American experience.  
Drug testing and criminal/background check and MTO medical exam required.

Call 1-877-914-KIDS 
or email canadajobs@firstgroup.com

www.firststudentinc.ca
An equal opportunity employer that values diversity.

Take advantage of

SPRING TRAINING80!!

Surprise Aimé Martin 
and join him and his family  

for a birthday drink!
at Aqua Grill, 

(15150 Yonge St, Aurora, South of Wellington 
on the West side)

Look who’s turning 

Drop in anytime from 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
for a birthday wish!

Shhhhh...

Saturday, May 9th

CNC Boring Mill Operator
Welders - MIG - 4 positions
Night Dispatcher ($20.00 hr.) 
- Woodbridge
Field Service Technician - Bolton
Bookkeeper -  Business Visions, 
Jonas
Accounts Payable Clerk-Full Time
MECHANICAL / INDUSTRIAL 

POSITIONS
• anyone with Mechanical skills
• ideal positions for Ladies or Men
• Quality Control
• Machine Operating
• Assembly
• Welding — MIG, Flux Core
• Painters — Industrial Spray
• Forklift Operators
• Packers
• Blow Mold Operators

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

“Our Business is People”

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

By Brock Weir

Jakob Israel noticed people were 
looking at him in a different way. 

Not only that, they were also treating 
him just a little bit differently as well. 

While this might have taken some 
time to get used to – as did the feeling 
of  losing his once lustrous locks – he 
was full of  pride that his initial $500 
fundraising goal shot up to a whopping 
$5,600 by the time a stylist from Yellow 
Orange Salon shaved his head in front 
of  the school to raise money for the 
Canadian Cancer Society.

It is a feat the Grade 5 student at 
Lester B. Pearson Public School hopes 
to repeat next month, with a new 
personal fundraising goal of  $6,000. 
This year, however, there is strength in 
numbers.

“Last year turned out so well I 
wanted to continue it,” Jakob explains. 
“I looked at how much I raised last year. 
I thought, ‘this is incredible. I raised 
that much money in a short period of  
time’ and I just thought it was amazing. 
After I shaved my hair, I wanted to get 
some other people in and I thought this 
year was the perfect time to do it.”

Permission forms in hand, Jakob 
went class to class explaining the 
objective hoping to sign up a handful of  
others to join him up on that stage once 
again. What he wound up with was 15 
of  his fellow students and two teachers 
ready to cultivate their follicles for a 
June bounty. 

“I was only expecting five or six kids 
to be doing it and I wasn’t expecting 
teachers at all,” Jakob says. “I think 
they signed up because they know it 

is a really good cause and they want to 
be a part of  it. I feel like some people 
think it is just adults that can do this 
and bring that much to the table and do 
so much for the community, but I was 
only nine years old when I did it last 
year and I think a lot of  people were 
surprised and wanted to help out a lot 
to make this a big thing. They saw I am 
not an adult. I am only nine, and they 
saw a kid is doing it and thought of  it.”

As plans for the campaign, dubbed 
Jakob’s Cause, get underway, his 
parents are looking on with pride. His 
dad, Steven, says it is “incredible” to 
see how things have progressed.

“Cancer touches everybody and the 
fact he has had so many peers join him 
and people stopping me to ask if  my 
son was Jakob really shows me he is 
reaching that side of  the community 
and bringing that awareness out, which 
makes me proud.”

For Jakob, the message he is trying 
to convey is clear.

“If  you start something, you need to 
finish it. It doesn’t matter what anyone 
else says about it. If  you have a dream 
to do, go out there and follow it. You can 
do whatever you want in life.”

For more, visit www.jakobscause.ca. 

Jakob’s Cause grows beyond wildest dreams in 
second shot at making difference

SATUrDAY, MAY 9
Merlin’s Hollow returns for its 34th season today 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine. The famed garden 
on Centre Crescent, just west of  Industrial Parkway 
North and Centre Street, opens up its gates free on a 
number of  days each season. Merlin’s Hollow is a labour 
of  love for David and Dierdre Tomlinson and features 
more than 2,000 different flowering perennials which 
change significantly month to month. Merlin’s Hollow 
is located at 181 Centre Crescent.

* * * * 
It’s time to clean up Hillary House at their annual 

Spring Clean-Up Day. This is your chance to help out in 
your community. Volunteers are needed and the Society 
is looking for those who can assist their Landscaping 
Committee in cleaning up the grounds in time for 
their spring opening. Lunch is provided. For more 
information, call 905-727-8991.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora holds their monthly 

meeting today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Royal 
Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North). This 
month’s speaker is James Middleton and the topic is 
“Canada in Space.” For more information, call program 
chair Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New members are 
welcome. Call Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 for more 
information, or attend the meeting.

THUrSDAY, MAY 14
Amnesty International writes letters on current 

human rights issues tonight at 7.30 p.m. at The Rectory 
(Trinity Anglican Church, 79 Victoria Street). All are 
welcome. For more information, call 905-713-6713.

THUrSDAY, MAY 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre will host The Art of  

Wine: A Wine Tasting Fundraiser this evening at 7.30 
p.m. Guests will sip old world vintages in a casual, 
relaxed and fun setting, enjoying a series of  tutored 
tastings guided by sommelier Franco Stalteri from 
Grapebrands Wines. Tickets are $75 pp or $70 for 
Friends of  the Centre. For more information, visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-713-1818.

SATUrDAY, MAY 23
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents an Artisan Pop-Up Market: Gallery Gift Shop 
Launch from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Meet the gallery gift 
shop artists, and shop from their extensive collections 
available today, including hand-wrought silver, 
porcelain, wood-fired ceramics, copper and semi-
precious stone jewelry, fine art photo cards and more! 
Live jazz, ongoing artist demos throughout the day and 
door prizes. From 11 a.m. – 12 noon, learn wire wrapping 
techniques to make your own ring (a $5 materials fee 
applies). Free admission – all welcome! For info, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca, or call 905 713-1818.

SUNDAY, MAY 24
The Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society hosts 

its second annual Community Garden Fair and Plant 
Sale today from 10 a.m.to 2 p.m. at Town Park. Built 
on the theme “From the Ground Up”, this fair will 
include something for every outdoorsy person, with 
approximately 30 local vendors, and feature gardens 
created by Pathways to Perennials. 

SATUrDAY, JUNE 6
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church presents their 

annual garage sale today from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Sports 
memorabilia, home interior, kids toys, lawn and garden 
tools, baby items, auto parts, vintage jewellery, dishes, 
Craftsman tools, collectables and hundreds of  items 
priced under $1. Snacks and drinks are available, as is a 
big bake sale. 7 Lacey Court, Aurora.

LOOkINg FOR a TEmPORaRy  
INTERN, interested in business  
secretarial work, working at home,  willing to  
review and recompile the business  
literature.  Record and act on internet data, 
revise and send e-Mails with associated 
pictures and text; and possibly form a Web 
Page,  with a future requirement  to get  
involved in specialized programming needs.   

e-mail:  cadscaninc@bell.net  

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Aurora, requires  
a self-directed, part-time Caretake to fulfil duties as the 
church requires on a flexible schedule of 10-15 hours per 
week.  These duties include vacuuming, dusting, mopping 
floors, washroom cleaning, some set up and take down 
of tables for the Church Hall, plus waste and garbage  
removal. Other special duties may be periodically  
required and compensated for.  Pay rate is $13.00 per 
hour.  Caretaker must be of good character and have  
a list of references, including an up-to-date Vulnerable  
Sector Screen report from the police services.  
Please email resumé to: standrews@on.aibn.com,  
or gtimpson@rogers.com.

Caretaker Needed

L a d I E S  C a R T I E R  Wa T C H  
approximatelly April 19, 2015. Gold and 
steel bracelet. Large reward for it’s re-
turn or information leading to its return.  
Sentimental value. 416-277-0203.

Grade 5 student Jakob Israel is hard at work spreading awareness before joining his friends in a head 
shave next month to benefit the Canadian Cancer Society.                                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

LOST & FOUND
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AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIrpOrT LIMO DENTAL

TrEE CArELIvE ENTErTAINMENT

LANDSCApINg

pIANO LESSONSpAINTEr

CONSTrUCTION 

CONSTrUCTION -FLOOrINg

gArDENINg

SKYLIgHTS

prOpANE AND AppLIANCES

WATEr

MOvINg

CrEMATION

25 yrs. experience

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANErS

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

gArAgE DOOr & ELECTrIC OpENErS

FOOT CLINICS

416-677-7555
Renovations – Washrooms, Kitchens, Lower Levels

Hardwood, Refinishing
Hardwood, Laminate,

Stairs, Carpet, Tiles, Granite
Sales • Installation • Repairs

All events/occasions: 

Comedy Pro Shop Agency 
(905) 841-7401

www.frenchiemcfarlane.bravehost.com
comedyproshop@aol.com

Twitter: @comedyproshop

Comedians/Speakers for 
Golf Tournaments, Corporate Dinners  

& Conventions, Fund Raisers,  
Comedy/Dinner Shows,  

Sports Celebrities, Seniors Entertainment. 
NO PROFANITY

Very competitive rates from only $80.00

e-mail: alan@eco-limo.ca       Website: Eco-Limo.ca

TESLA"New 

gEMMOLOgIST
Gary Bergstein Gemmologist Inc.
 Jewellery Apprasials in the Comfort, Convenience  

and Security of Your Home

gsbappraisals@gmail.com 
www.scjdiamonds.ca

Please call Gary Bergstein
at 905-727-8023

for an appointment

Advertise 
in this spot!

Give us a call at 

905-727-3300

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

Your Family Foot Specialist  
and Orthotic Provider

126 Wellington St. W., Ste. 203, Aurora

905-503-FOOT (3668)
www.footmedicalcentre.com

No Referral Necessary

• Over 25 years
  experience
• Fully Insured

H A N D S  O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements,

custom cabinetry, additions, renovations
Mayfairconstruction.ca   416 209 3432

CONSTRUCTION

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH
TREE CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

divided Council in recent months and 
following an amendment from Councillor 
Tom Mrakas to up the ante to a $100,000 
cut, it was a suggestion which was carried 
on a vote of  6 – 3, with Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
and Councillors Jeff  Thom and Paul 
Pirri voting against. 

In bringing forward the initial 
recommendation to reduce the $196,000 
training budget by $50,000, staff  cited 
actual figures on how much money was 
spent on training year after year. The 
numbers showed that nearly $50,000 
of  this budget had not been spent. 
While staff  said this budget figure was 
calculated on the number of  employees 
and pooled, Councillors saw room to 
manoeuvre.

“I don’t really see this as a reduction,” 
said Councillor Mrakas. “I see this as 
removing a surplus. Personally, I believe 
we can reduce this item even further.”

This was a viewpoint shared by 
Councillor Harold Kim. 

“There is value in training and 
development,” he said. “But, right now 
the focus is on trying to make Aurora one 
of  the Top 50 places to live as opposed to 
the Top 50 Places to Work. We need further 
cuts in the training and development 
area.”

Councillor Mrakas’ motion to extend 
the proposed cut to $100,000 was seconded 
by Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who 
said since $48,000 was not spent the 
first suggestion was a “no brainer”, 
but removing all training that was not 
mandatory or pertaining to health and 
safety left more areas to cut. A similar 
view was offered by Councillor Sandra 

Humfryes, who said she sympathised 
with staff  over the cuts, but this was a 
“difficult year.”

While he supported the cuts, going 
the full $100,000 was something that 
Councillor Michael Thompson said 
“concerned him” as there was not enough 
information to see what the ultimate 
impact might be on the Town as a whole. 
Also unsure of  the impact was Councillor 
John Abel.

“I think this is a point this Council 
is trying to make to staff, and it is quite 
clear in my mind that this is what is 
taking place here,” he said. “I truly 
believe in professional development and 
training, but I also believe in clarity…
and I also respect the wishes of  the new 
Council and if  they want that clarity I am 
not going to stand in the way of  that or 
their direction.”

From Councillor Paul Pirri’s 
perspective, however, the training and 
development budget was based on a 
formula and a system approved by 
Council and rather than cutting that 
portion of  the budget this year, a review 
of  that policy should be carried out to 
have this impact in future years.

“In this situation, I don’t think the end 
justifies the means,” he said. “We have 
to make sure as a Council we are doing 
things properly. At this point in time, I 
would like to see the budget reduced as a 
whole, but not just for this cycle.” 

A $50,000 reduction was fine with 
Councillor Thom, but doubling that was 
an issue, he said. Those pushing for the 
cuts, he said, should be able to “make a 
case” to the rest of  the table why they 
feel certain aspects of  training shouldn’t 

make the cut and why the “value isn’t 
there.”

“If  those Councillors want to reduce 
it further, they will have to justify 
what programs they feel aren’t worth 
spending on and justify to me why a 
$50,000 reduction is inadequate in terms 
of  a reduction in costs,” he said. “I 
don’t understand the rationale [behind 
$100,000] other than it is a nice, round 
figure.”

But that is a two-way street, added 

Councillor Kim.
“Given the lack of  information we 

have received [on training] thus far, 
$100,000 being a good, round number is 
good enough reason for me,” he said. “I 
don’t totally agree that those who want to 
cut the budget further by $50,000 that that 
party has the burden of  proof  to provide 
that evidence. It should just as likely be 
the other side who wants to maintain or 
increase to have that burden of  proof  as 
well.”

Taxes on average $500k property to rise $130 for year

Your Best Summer 
Starts Here!
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519-941-4501
www.teenranch.on.ca

SUMMER 

Hockey
Horses 

Soccer • Extreme 

BMX 
Overnight & Day 
Camps 

Father/Son/Daughter Hockey Camp

CAMP
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1st Commerce Dr, Aurora   

On the North West Corner of Wellington St. East and Hwy. 404
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Experience what makes Great Clips Great!

Aurora  91 1st Commerce Dr. Aurora 
(Hwy 404 & Wellington St. East) 

905-713-2547
M-F 9-9  Sat 9-6  Sun 10-5

CRISPY         MILD CRISPY         MILD AND

NOW OPEN IN AURORA!

FREE DELIVERY WHEN YOU FLASH THIS AD

84 First Commerce Drive, Aurora  (Leslie & Wellington)

905-751-0900

115 First Commerce Drive, Aurora 905.503.2333  |  info@terreneuvegallery.com

*This coupon must be surrendered at the time of purchase, 
not applicable to purchase of gift cards and not combined 
with any other offer. Expires August 1, 2015. Professional 
decorators and designers always welcome.

20% 
       

OFF 
Custom framing, selected 

artwork and prints*

ORDER.MRGREEK.COMORDER.MRGREEK.COM

ORDER ONLINE 

Order online and you’ll be automatically entered to win a$50 MR.GREEK® gift card!

2 CAN  
DINE

FOR ONLY

20.95*

PATIO 
NOW 
OPEN

*Plus tax. Delivery extra. Must present coupon. Valid only at 83 First Commerce Drive until June 21, 2015.

Your choice of 2 Stick Chicken or 
Pork, Gyro or Chicken Gyro served 
with Signature Greek Salad, your choice 
of 1 side, tzatziki & pita.

Expires Dec. 31, 2014

Buy Two Entrees get a

FREE APPETIZER
Dine in only, Must present Coupon. 

Expiry August 31, 2015. Aurora Location

www.sgtpeppersaurorapub.com   905-750-0002
115 First Commerce Dr, Aurora, ON L4G 0G2

* WITH BEVERAGE PURCHASE.

Clinically proven to reduce feelings of stress, the stress-fix™ aroma with lavendar, 
lavendin and clary sage is incorporated throughout your hand and foot 

treatments to relax, renew and rejuvenate you. 
Avedas Elemental nature facial is personally customized for your skin’s needs and 

is based on the five elements found in nature and within all living beings: 
Infinity, Air, Fire, Water & Earth.

• Stress-Fix Manicure • Stress-Fix Pedicure • Elemental nature Facial 
Pamper Her... with a Stress-Fix retreat spa day 

$159 
    (reg. $200) 

Lenses
 and much more!

*

16 B First Commerce Drive, AURORA 

Now Open Saturdays ~ 10 to 3 

Earn a giftcard in May & June by doing an in-house 
Quote for Life, Critical Illness, Disability, Home or Auto 

Drop in for a Coffee & Quote!

Call to Book your appointment 905-841-7505


