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Discover 
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1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH

Please Join Us... 
Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 p.m.
Family Service

8:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion Service 

Aurora High School

Communication key for Highland Gate 
group amid rumours

Emmerson tapped as new 
Regional Chair

Snow shovellers 
needed across Aurora

By Brock Weir

In what he says is likely to be the last appointment to the 
job, Wayne Emmerson was named Chair and CEO of  the 
Region of  York at the inaugural meeting of  Regional Council 
last Thursday night.

The former mayor of  Whitchurch-Stouffville, who did not 
seek re-election to the post this year, will serve as Chair at 
least for the 2014 – 2018 term.

After receiving the chain of  office from outgoing chair Bill 
Fisch, who held the post from 1997 until his retirement this 
year, he said the Province had “assured him it will probably 
be the last time” it would be an appointment.

Mr. Emmerson was appointed to the Region’s top job by the 
20-member Council in a vote which came down 16 – 4 against 
challenger John Taylor, Regional Councillor for Newmarket. 
Mr. Emmerson was formally nominated for the position by 
Richmond Hill Mayor Dave Barrow, a nomination which 
was seconded by Regional Councillor Danny Wheeler of  

By Brock Weir

Chances are when you woke up last Thursday morning to 
a mountain of  snow, you let out a grumble or a few choice 
words before lacing up, grabbing your shovel, and clearing a 
path to get out of  your driveway. 

Spare a thought, however, for the people who might not be 
able to do it for themselves.

Enter Leslie Gibson.
When Ms. Gibson got ready to start her day after 

Thursday’s snow dumping, it was her first day on the job 
as a volunteer for Neighbourhood Network’s Winter Snow 
Removal Program. As a first time volunteer, last week’s 
weather might have been a trial by fire but it didn’t dampen 
her enthusiasm.

The challenge, however, was digging herself  out of  her 
own house to get to the local senior with whom the Aurora-
based volunteer service paired her.

“I was getting worried this person was waiting on me to 

By Brock Weir

As a question mark still hangs over the future of  Aurora’s 
Highland Gate Golf  Course, surrounding neighbours hope 
their newly formed ratepayers group, and its leaders, can 
best communicate to provide some clarity when the time 
comes.

Approximately 200 residents living around the now-
defunct golf  course came out to Town Hall on Monday 
night to formally elect the executive of  the tentatively-
titled Highland Gate Ratepayers Association. The intent 
of  the group is to provide a strong voice at the table to 
communicate on behalf  of  residents with landowner 
ClubLink, the Town of  Aurora, and potential future 
developers of  the land.

They anticipate further direction on potential land sales 
and development opportunities by the end of  the month.

Elected to lead the group was Dave Newton, who secured 
the role of  president against fellow candidate Martine 
Eliase. In Mr. Newton’s view, Monday’s meeting formed 
the Ratepayers Association’s [RPA’s] administrative 
committee and, further down the line, their full mandate 
and committees to tackle any variety of  issues that may 
come up pertaining to the future of  the course.

First and foremost was clearing the air on a number of  
rumours that have been swirling around the Highland Gate 
situation, particularly on social media.

As an agent in the entertainment industry based in 
Toronto and Los Angeles, Mr. Newton says his job has 
taught him the ability not to “sweat the small stuff”, to 
focus on the “big picture”, and to pick his battles, qualities 
he said in his pitch to residents would serve them well with 
him at the helm. 

BRINGING CLASSY BACK – The “Classy Cyborgs” of Lester B. Pearson Public 
School returned to Aurora this week with a trophy, nabbing a top prize for 
their innovation to help stop a rising “crisis in literacy” among the visually 
impaired. From Left: Vera Cotturo, Disha Prishar, Isabel Neufeld, Sebastian 
Villate, Logan Maier, Sammy Emamian, parent volunteer Lisa Andrade, James 
Andrade, Rhys Binnie and Sean Lloyd. For more on their product and their 
next exciting step, please see Page 11.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Dinner and a Movie

Transformers: Age of Extinction (Rated PG)

Where: Aurora Public Library

When: Saturday, December 20
 7 p.m to 9 p.m.

Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds

Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Please note:  This is the final movie for 2014.  Look for our new 
schedule posted in January with our first movie starting on 
Saturday, January 17, 2015.

Central York Fire Services – Public Information 
Centre (PIC) on Thursday, January 8

Residents of Aurora and Newmarket are invited to attend a 
Public Information Centre on the Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
Master Fire Plan Update on Thursday, January 8, 2015.

What: Presentation of the proposed CYFS Master Fire Plan 
 Question and Answer period

When: Thursday, January 8, 2015 – 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 Presentation to commence at 7:30 p.m. 

Where:  Art Ferguson Club House -  
 16195 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket 

Who: Members of Aurora and Newmarket Councils,  
 CYFS staff, representatives from Dillon Consulting 
 Limited, residents of Aurora and Newmarket

The 2014 Master Fire Plan provides CYFS with a strategic 
framework to update the current plan. It will assist the Town of 
Aurora and the Town of Newmarket in making decisions about 
fire prevention, public education and protection services, based 
on local needs.

For more information, please contact CYFS Administration at 
905-895-9222. 

Register now for Winterfest Camp

Take a break from the cold weather and join us for activities 
including games, sports and arts and crafts.

Date: Monday, December 22, 2014 to  
 Friday, January 2, 2015 from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. 

Extended care is available. For more information or to register, 
please call 905-726-4770. 

REMINDER

Notice of Service Disruption at the Stronach Aurora Recreation 
Complex

Due to an emergency repair, all Aquatic programs will be cancelled at the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex effective Monday, December 16 at 6 a.m. 

The regular holiday schedule will resume as of Monday, December 22 at 6 a.m. 
For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/news

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect from November 15 to 
April 15, 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.

It’s that time of year again! Snow and ice are due to arrive soon. 

Please make it safe for everyone and ensure that your vehicles are not parked on the 
street. It is also important to not park over sidewalks or onto the roadway. 

This is a hazard for residents and it severely hinders the ability of our Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services staff to efficiently plow our roads and sidewalks. 

For more information, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning to begin in January 2015

Please be advised that Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning will occur in early January 
2015 and continue through to late March 2015. For a list of affected streets please visit 
www.aurora.ca/trees

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

WHAT’S HAPPENING

New Changes coming to Curbside Collection! 

Starting January 1, 
2015 all residents and 
businesses in Aurora 
who participate in 
curbside collection 
must comply with the 
following changes:

• E-waste and batteries are banned from curbside collection
• There is a maximum of five extra bulky items per scheduled 
   collection. For example, you can set out a maximum of five 
   extra bulky items along with your green bin(s), blue box(s) 
   and garbage bag(s)/can(s).

Please note: Any items over the five extra bulky item limit 
will be tagged and left at the curb. You do not require an 
appointment to pick-up your five extra bulky items.

Residents can dispose of their E-waste and batteries at one of 
the The Regional Municipality of York’s local depots or at the 
Town’s scheduled E-waste events at 9 Scanlon Court.

Extra bulky items can also be taken to one of The Regional 
Municipality of York’s depots, wait till the next garbage cycle, 
or contact a private removal company. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling or call Customer Service 
at 905-727-1375. 

For a full list of The Regional Municipality of York’s depots, 
please visit www.york.ca

Salvation Army Kettle Drive 

The Town of Aurora, Salvation Army and Neighbourhood Network 
have launched the annual Aurora Salvation Army Kettle Drive 
which runs from Saturday, November 22 until Wednesday, 
December 24.

Contributions to this campaign will provide practical assistance 
to vulnerable members of our community at Christmas and 
throughout the year.

Kettles are located at the following locations in Aurora:

• Walmart
• The Real Canadian Superstore
• Metro
• Both LCBO outlets in town

For more information on how to volunteer for the Salvation 
Army Kettle Drive, please call Neighbourhood Network at 
905-726-3737 to book your preferred date, time and location. 

For more information on the Aurora Salvation Army Kettle Drive, 
please contact Glennanne Phillips at 905-895-6276.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, January 8 7 p.m. Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, January 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*

Meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Family First Night 2014
wedNesday, december 31

Date:        
Wednesday, December 31, 2014

Time: 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Location:  
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 1400 Wellington Street East

Celebrate the New Year with family and friends!

Details:

Complimentary                        hot chocolate with a food bank donation

Free skating and swimming

Children’s activities – crafts, face painting, bouncy castle, skills games

Reptile shows at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Magic shows at 6:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/firstnight for more information

PlEASE notE, WE RESERvE thE Right to CAnCEl, AMEnD oR ChAngE ACtivitiES.

ProuDLy 
sPonsoreD by

another exciting event 
brought to you by

For more information, please contact: 
The Town of Aurora
info@aurora.ca • 905-727-1375

A smAll chAnge  
with cleAr 
benefits.

LOOK here eAch weeK fOr mOre fAcTs AbOuT cLeAr gArbAge bAgs

In January/February 2015, Aurora Town Council will vote 
to consider adopting clear (transparent) plastic bags for  
municipal waste collection, replacing the use of traditional  
opaque (black) bags. 

Similar to other municipalities across Canada, The Town of Aurora is 
considering clear bags to:

• Improve safety for our garbage collectors by enabling them to see 
the contents in the bags

• Increase the diversion of household hazardous material from land-
fills to environmentally-appropriate disposal facilities 

• Increase the amount of garbage diverted from landfills through 
increased recycling and green bin collection

DID YOU KNOW?
Demand for extra Blue Boxes and green bins typically 
increases when clear garbage bag programs are launched. 
The Town of Aurora has a well-stocked supply of boxes and 
bins to ensure these are available for residents.Holiday Service Schedule

December and January 
MUNICIPAL OFFICE
Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) holiday schedule is as follows:

Monday, December 22  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23  8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24  8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, December 25 CLOSED 
Friday, December 26  CLOSED 
Monday, December 29 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 30 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 31 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, January 1  CLOSED 
Friday, January 2  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. resume on Monday, January 5.  
If you would like to pay a water or tax bill, payments can be placed in the drop-off 
box 24 hours a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash payments in 
the boxes and remember to include your payment stub along with your payment. 
Alternatively, you may pay your bills through your ATM or through your bank’s 
online banking service. Parking tickets can be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

To view the Aurora Public 
Library’s holiday hours 
of operation, please visit 
www.library.aurora.on.ca  
or call 905-727-9494.

Collection scheduled on Thursday, December 25, 
Friday, December 26, Thursday, January 1 and 
Friday, January 2 will take place the day after your 
scheduled collection day. Christmas tree pick-up 
takes place on one day only, Monday, January 26. 

For information, please consult your  
Community and Waste Management Calendar.

The Town of Aurora 
wishes you a safe and 

happy holiday!

As always, the Town will 
continue to provide essential 
and emergency services. 

For Town-related emergency 
situations, please call  
905-727-1375 or  
905-727-3123 and follow the 
voice prompts. 
For all oTher  
eMergencies, 
call 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICESRECREATION CENTRE
stronach aurora recreation complex | 1400 Wellington street east
 
Monday, December 22  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 24  5:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Thursday, December 25 CLOSED 
Friday, December 26  8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, December 27 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 28  7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, December 29 5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.  
Tuesday, December 30 5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.  
Wednesday, December 31 5:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Thursday, January 1  CLOSED 
Friday, January 2  5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.

For swimming, public skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/holidayrecreation. For up-to-date information regarding 
the re-opening of the Aurora Family Leisure Complex and Club Aurora, 
please visit www.aurora.ca

WASTE COLLECTIONLIBRARY
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  Briefly

Continued on page 8 

As we age and our lives 
get taken up with so many 
other things, our bodies of-
ten fall to the bottom of our 
priorities list - and they end 
up getting neglected.   We 
start felling aches and pains 
where we never felt them 
before. Our joints stop do-
ing things they used to do 
easily and we put on extra 
weight. With our bodies not 
functioning they way they 
used to we generally start 
feeling old. 

 A lot of us take bet-
ter care of our cars than 
our bodies. Why not take 
care of yourself like you 
do your car?  Yoga is like a 
regular oil change for the 
joints, ligaments and mus-
cles.  It helps us distance 
our thoughts from self-cen-
tered busy ramblings, while 
gently opening up the heart 

and mind to experience the 
world from a fresh perspec-
tive. 

The body is miraculous 
and with regular yoga, it 
can get back to working 
like it did when you were 
younger.  Andrea Roth has 
been a yoga teacher since 
1979 and has been teaching 
yoga in Aurora for over 20 
years.  The winter session 
for 2015 starts Wednesday 
January 19th. If it’s time to 
put your body back on your 
priority list, the Wednesday 
night classes could be just 
the thing to get you started. 
Experience the joy, relax-
ation and recharging effects 
of yoga.

More info at http://www.
yogaforlife.ca, info@yoga-
forlife.ca or call Andrea  
905-505-1324

Yoga for Over Forty 
in Aurora in 2015!

Yoga helps us distance  
our thoughts from  

self-centered  
busy ramblings, while 

gently opening up  
the heart and mind to 
experience the world 

from a fresh 
perspective. 

Lenses and much more!

*

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Aurora resident’s latest bestseller provides food for thought – and Soul
By Brock Weir

There is a generational gap today 
in how people remember the holidays, 
according to Aurora’s Janet Matthews.

For those who grew up in the 1950s 
or 60s, Christmas followed a certain 
path. Presents were opened, you would 
go outside to find your friends, compare 
a few notes on how good Santa was to 
you, and then you would grab your 
toboggan, lace up your skates, and have 
a few hours of  fun while waiting for the 
Christmas feast to unfold. 

“Today, I don’t think it happens in 
the same way,” says Ms. Matthews. 
“People are too busy with their digital 
toys and devices. There was a certain 
simplicity about it all, a certain 
innocent simplicity.”

But, at the end of  the day, some 
things remain the same. No matter 
how complicated things get, there 
are occasionally universal themes 
and experiences surrounding the 
holiday season, and these are what Ms. 
Matthews is after.

Currently on the national bestseller 
list, Ms. Matthews is the co-author of  
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christmas in 
Canada – 101 Stories about the Joy and 
Wonder of  the Holidays. The anthology 
series brings together holiday stories 
from a wide variety of  authors, and 
even first time authors from across 
York Region, and Canada, along with 
the recollections of  expat Canadians 
and former residents. 

Ms. Matthews began her search for 
the quintessential holiday story earlier 
this year when the Greater Toronto 
Area was still recovering from the 
pre-Christmas ice storm. At the time, 
she mused the unique and unexpected 
experiences stemming from the ice 
storm would, if  nothing else, be fertile 
ground for interesting stories of  
coming together. And she was right. 

“I liken it to Ghostbusters where the 
girl puts her hand on the button and 
says, ‘We got one!’” says Ms. Matthews 
with a laugh, of  the hundreds of  
submissions that came in. There are 
those moments where you just know.”

Ms. Matthews was able to let out 
her inner-Janine when she received a 
submission from a then 14-year-old girl 
called Alexia, hailing from the north 

end of  Toronto. She relayed a story how, 
like so many last December, her house 
went dark. At the time, she didn’t think 
much of  it, didn’t want to deal with it, 
and went back to bed hoping the power 
would be back on when she woke up. No 
such luck. 

As the hours went by, the more 
serious she believed the situation, but 
after several hours, her house was 
suddenly one of  only six on her entire 
block that had power restored.

“Her parents opened their home to 
everybody around them to come in, 
warm up, have a hot shower, share a 
hot meal, recharge their cell phones 
and do what they needed to do,” says 
Ms. Matthews, adding power was still 
not restored by Christmas Eve and, 
by then, 15 people were sharing their 
house making a bed out of  just about 
any surface.

“She gave up her bed to a couple 
that hadn’t had a warm night’s sleep 
the whole week and slept on the floor 
between her sister and a girlfriend,” 
Ms. Matthews continues. “In the 
morning, she got up and said it was the 
most extraordinary experience because 
there were four separate families there 
and they all brought their kids, their 
presents, and the kids were all worried 
Santa wouldn’t find them. But, Santa 
did find them. Their parents all made 
a community breakfast and kids of  all 
ages opened their presents together 

and shared their Christmas. She said it 
was absolutely extraordinary and I was 
moved to tears the first time I saw it.”

Individual submissions for this 
anthology, which includes a story from 
Aurora resident Julia Lucas, hit all the 
right marks for the Chicken Soup series. 
A story has to touch the heart, deliver 
a message of  hope or inspiration, or 
strike an emotional chord.

Some of  the most compelling stories 
for Ms. Matthews, she said, were those 
about individuals who had “gone 
beyond themselves” to participate in 
the spirit of  giving, whether putting a 
box together anonymously for a family 
who was struggling, or finding creative 
ways of  giving back.

“You have ice storm refugees around 
you, you are giving,” she says. “Whether 
it is that family who has nothing, so you 
stretch yourselves for them so they can 
have a Christmas, you’re giving. When 
we experience Christmas from that 
perspective of  what can we give, how 
can we love, how can we share, we’re 
going to have a better experience.”

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christmas 
in Canada – 101 Stories about the Joy 
and Wonder of  the Holidays is available 
now through Chapters, Indigo, and all 
major book retailers.

Residents express concerns over 
Timberlane development

By Angela Gismondi

Brookfield Homes met with 
residents to discuss their new 
development at Timberlane Athletic 
Club Thursday, but residents had a 
few concerns about the plan and the 
process.

Representatives from Brookfield, 
who now own the Timberlane property 
on Vandorf  Sideroad, held an informal 
neighbourhood meeting to inform 
residents about the development.

“Our intent now is to provide 
you with an informal update of  
where we’re at,” said Pete Schut, 
vice-president of  acquisitions and 
development for Brookfield Homes. 
“In January or February, we plan 
to hold a formal meeting at the 

municipality.”
Property owners expressed a 

number of  concerns including that 
only a select number of  homes 
received notice of  the meeting and 
that the meeting was scheduled on 
the same night as Aurora Council’s 
first General Committee meeting, 
making it impossible for the Mayor 
and Council to attend.

They also said Brookfield ensured 
community consultation, however, 
the neighbouring residents learned 
about the development when someone 
went to the Town and was informed 
an application had been submitted.

“At the last meeting, we left here 
thinking we would be as cooperative 
with you as possible,” said John 

Damir, Tanya, Linda & Cathy
Wish You a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

21WELLINGTON STREET EAST, AURORA, ONTARIO (905) 841-6411

Joanne, Tanya, Anne, Carolyn, Wendy, Karen and Damir
Wish you a Safe and Happy Holiday Season

DAMIR VRANCIC LAW OFFICE

Aurora Author Janet Matthews has compiled the latest Canadian anthology in the Chicken Soup for the 
Soul series, focusing on holiday themes.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir

FINES FOLLOW DUMPING, 
TREE REMOVAL

Owners of  a property on Yonge Street at the foot 
of  Industrial Parkway South have been fined $24,415 
after pleading guilty to a number of  contraventions 
of  Aurora’s building code. The property was the 
subject of  considerable controversy in the summer 
of  2013 when Aurora, along with the Region of  York, 
hit the owners with multiple violations including 
illegal filling, site alteration, including tree 
removal on the Oak Ridges Moraine, and the illegal 
placement of  a sign without proper authority. The 
site in question has since been remediated, with the 
illegally dumped fill removed, with reforestation 
being addressed with the Region.

MORE THAN 50 ARRESTS  
IN SEASONAL R.I.D.E.

York Regional Police have made over 50 alcohol-
related arrests so far this month as their Festive 
R.I.D.E. program gets into high gear. The annual 
program kicked off  November 18, along with the 
Project Red Ribbon campaign of  MADD (Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving) to aggressively combat 
impaired driving during the holiday season. 
Throughout the campaign York Regional Police 
encourage members of  the public to call 911 if  they 
believe a motorist is impaired by drugs or alcohol. 
They will respond to calls promptly as they are 
considered to be a crime in progress. 

Advertorial
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How many times a week, or even per 
day, to we use, say, or hear the word 
“hero”?

Over the years, “hero” is a word that 
has come to mean different things to 
different people.

For some, the word can be applied 
to the great people of  history such as 
Nelson Mandela, who died one year ago 
last week. For others, “hero” can apply 
to individuals who might be unsung to 
everybody but themselves.

It can, of  course, be used very 
personally, such as to a parent, or even 
a child, who was taken from the world 
well before their respective times, 
occasionally in tragic circumstances. 
Some might use the word to describe a 
more distant relative who took up arms 
and went overseas before losing their 
lives in the theatre of  war, or a relative 
who might be little more than a footnote 
in the family folklore who, for reasons 
even inexplicable to yourself, speaks to 
you. Metaphorically of  course.

They might have taken a moral 
stand against something that seemed 
relatively minute at the time, but 
turned out to be on the right side of  
history, or the author of  a line in a 
diary that showed remarkable foresight 
into the issues all too familiar to our 
contemporary society.

In turn, the word can be used a bit 
too liberally. Case in point, the tweens 
who applied the word “hero” to the 
likes of  Justin Bieber a few short 
years ago. Thankfully, said tweens are 
becoming a rapidly more endangered 
species as they have grown up, while 
the hero of  yore has failed to do the 
same. Bieber’s case is not unique. For 
one of  my parents, the word “hero” 
was once applied to anybody who had 
the guts to “stick it to the man”, while 
the other… well, the other’s “hero” was 
once Richard Nixon. Make of  that what 
you will. However you slice it, the use 
of  the word to describe the flavour of  
the month dilutes any meaning behind 
the word.

As the word around us has beefed up 
security, we have seen the word used 
exponentially more to describe the work 
of  our police forces, fire departments, 

emergency responders and military 
personnel, not only for the work they 
do, but as the work becomes ever more 
dangerous in our society.

Going a decade or two, these positions 
weren’t necessarily held in quite the 
esteem as they are today, but whatever 
the circumstances that conspired to 
make them more venerated, so much 
the better.

Last week, I was at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre where the 
very personal nature of  the word was 
underscored. It was that time of  year 
again for staff  at Southlake to

AND THEN…
I began writing the above passage on 

Sunday night. While transcribing my 
notes taken at Southlake last Wednesday 
afternoon, I was reflecting on that all-
encompassing word “hero” when I 
decided to grab a glass of  limeade, take 
a writing break, and flip on the news, 
only to see the hostage situation taking 
place in an otherwise inconspicuous 
café in Sydney, Australia.

In the world of  the 24 hour news cycle, 
that beast that has become a catchall 
bogeyman to so many, I have rarely 
seen something equal parts distressing 
and compelling, whether it was live 
video footage or photos that punctuated 
the scene a few moments after the fact.

I am not going to use this opportunity 
reflect on the impact another apparently 
“lone wolf” extremist, after all we 
collectively expended enough oxygen 
as it was discussing that very topic in 
the wake of  the murders of  Patrice 
Vincent and Nathan Cirillo over a 
month ago, but whether it was the café 
manager who lost his life trying to take 
the weapon away from the gunman, the 
mother who lost her life, the pained 
women who were forced to raise the 
banner through the café window, or 
the forces who ultimately took their 

captor down, many heroes were made 
out of  the carnage, and they should be 
celebrated.

Which brings me back to my main 
point, which became considerably less 
significant by the hour: 

…It was that time of  year again for 
staff  at Southlake to load up the fruits of  
their labour, along with York Regional 
Police, after weeks spent collecting toys 
and monetary donations for local kids 
in need, which will soon be distributed 
through the York Children’s Aid Society 
and Salvation Army.

In his remarks, Southlake President 
and CEO Dr. Dave Williams said when 
people come to Southlake in times of  
distress, they often say the doctors, 
nurses and other frontline staff  are their 
“heroes” on the road back to health, but 
so too are the first responders.

This message was punctuated on 
Saturday when I went to a local grocery 
store where several members of  the 
Aurora detachment of  the Ontario 
Provincial Police were donating their 
time to load up their cruisers with 
donations to benefit the Aurora Food 
Pantry.

One of  the officers said they 
particularly enjoyed being out there, 
volunteering, to help their community 
but it was more than disheartening for 
them to be heckled by a few smartasses 
questioning what they were doing out 
there on their tax dollar. In all honesty, 
it was disheartening to hear that 
recounted.

With just a week until Christmas, 
spare a thought for the individuals who 
are volunteering their time to make 
the holidays just a little bit brighter for 
those who might not be able to shine on 
their own, whether they are individuals 
in the forces, at the hospital, or in 
schools participating in the holiday 
heroes campaign, students at Hartman 
Public School gathering winter hats, 
mitts, and scarves to keep their peers 
warm, or those who are prepared to 
trudge out taking a break from their 
Christmas turkey to shovel out seniors 
who might otherwise be stranded.

Like it or not, those are the true… 
well, you get the idea.

To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is 
Sunday at 1 p.m.

They’re All Around You

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Holiday puts focus on 
others and volunteers are 
needed: Neighbourhood 
Network

With the Christmas season upon us, 
we are reminded of  the people around 
us who are less fortunate.

It seems this is the time of  the year 
when the focus is truly on others.

At Neighbourhood Network, we have 
many opportunities for you to give back 
in the true spirit of  Christmas to help 
others. We are still accepting toys that 
are distributed to our many partner 
organizations involved in toy drives.  
Our partners let us know what items 
they require to meet the needs of  their 
clients.  We sort the items generously 
donated by you to provide them with 
their needs.   At the same time, this will 
ensure your gift truly makes it into the 
hands of  someone in need.  

Our snow shovelling program 
partners volunteers with low income 
seniors and people with disabilities 
who truly can’t clear their own way. 
These folks often feel like prisoners in 
their own homes, being unable to get 
out to access their essential needs. We 
have lots of  worthy recipients, some 
right in your very neighbourhood. We 
are prepared to make the connection 
but need the volunteers to do it.

Also, we have partnered with 
the Salvation Army to assist with 
scheduling volunteers for their annual 
Kettle Drive.  Want to get in the spirit?  
Take a shift on the Kettle and witness 
the generosity first hand of  people in 
our community, all there to help others. 

Our website features many 
opportunities for you to give back. Visit 
www.nnetwork.org to see more.  

If  you haven’t stepped up to give 
back in the past, I encourage you to 
do it this holiday season.  I guarantee 
you will find the spirit that makes this 
time of  year so special.  On behalf  of  
the whole Neighbourhood Network 
Team, Lisbeth, Erin, John, Maggie and 
myself, we wish you a Merry Christmas 
and encourage you to volunteer. 

It’s the gift that keeps on giving.

Steve Hinder
Magna for Community

Neighbourhood Network

“No charge” from business 
made reader’s day

I had to pull off  Yonge Street and 
Murray Drive recently as something 
was wrong with my glasses. The nose 
piece thingy had broken off.

When the gentleman at the optical 
store there handed the repaired glasses 
back to me, there was no charge. 

That sort of  thing to me is about as 
rare as a doctor who makes house calls, 
and most welcomed.

Maybe there is a Santa.
Merry Christmas everyone!
 

Bill Hack
Aurora

(Editor’s note: Yes, Bill, there is a 
Santa Claus.)
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Correction

The Auroran ran the above photo of Lester B. Pear-
son P.S.’ “Robot Rulers” Robotics Team last week 
and inadvertently left off the name of student 
Noah Limion, who is pictured on the far right of 
the back row. We regret the error.
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‘Twas the evening of  Christmas, and 
in our fair town

An annual visitor was  
making his rounds

Of  each world-wide location,  
on which he would call

Aurora was always his favourite of  
all.

Although he loved the North Pole, on 
his yearly roam

He considered this small town like  
a second home

But flying over this time new things 
did appear

That made Santa aware there’d been 
changes this year.

The first was a place that could no 
longer be sighted

“What happened”, he wondered,  
“to Aurora United?”

Then he remembered the fire, and 
the black smoky skies

And the thought of  that loss  
brought tears to his eyes.

But of  things that were missing, 
there were but a few

He was more surprised to see  
so much that was new

One factor that tested his team’s 
flying powers

Was the multi-fold increase in 
cellular towers.

Local traffic was greater than ever 
before

Of  road signs, lights and signals, 
there were many more

Even the width of  the streets had not 
stayed the same,

Bloomington, Santa noted,  
had grown to five lanes.

Passing the new Joint Ops Centre, 
the scale of  it all

Made Santa’s North Pole workshop 
seem rather small

This LEED certified project 

going up in a flash,
Must have set the town back  

a fair pile of  cash.
Just south the Leisure Complex  

had grown with no doubt
But at least there’d be somewhere for 

kids to hang out
On Bayview building sites,  

fences enveloped
Even the old Reebok place  

was being developed.
That Petch House had been  

rebuilt, he did not suspect
It had been sadly empty the  

last time he’d checked
Now the structure stood neatly,  

and in fine repair 
But like each year before there  

was still no one there.
Condo development near  
Wellington and Yonge

Suggested more traffic at this  
corner to come

And on Yonge Street itself   
where he rarely had stops
There was a clear increase in 

restaurants and shops.
Needing a moment or two to  

ponder it all
He made Highland Gate Golf   
Club his next place of  call

He found an open expanse near  
the sixteenth green,

It would be a perfect place to  
rest up his team.

He found it tranquil amidst t 
he grass and the pines

When Santa stumbled across  
a series of  signs

He read what was on them,  
and let out a wail

“Dear, Rudolph”, he exclaimed,  
“this place is for sale!”

Flying next east of  Bayview,  
where trees stood in June

Were all cleared lots with signs, “new 
homes coming soon”

“I guess that next Christmas,”  
he thought with a chill

“It’d mean even more stockings,  
I will need to fill.”

While not far away, in the same 
neighbourhood,

The headquarters of  Bulk Barn  
now proudly stood.

And this year’s long election, 
explained down below, 
The residents’ need for  

a third LCBO.
He found each corner of  town 
displayed more and more
Infrastructure and buildings 

he’d not seen before
Rapid growth and development  

were dominant themes
It was clear that the town now bulged 

at the seams.
With his rounds done, St Nick  

left for the next town, 
But breathing a sigh he took a  

final look down
While truly prospering, and 

with new growth galore
It was clear that Aurora was a small 

town no more.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

‘Twas the Evening of Christmas in Aurora 

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Continued on page 17

I attended the inaugural meeting of  
York Region Council and witnessed the 
appointment of  the Chair first hand.

I thought I knew what to expect, but 
I was wrong. I was expecting the three 
council member candidates (one just 
retired) to make a brief  statement, then 
the vote to be called and – abracadabra 
- appointment complete.  

However, that is not what happened.  
There were a few added twists to 

the “election” that shocked me. Suffice 
to say that if  there was any question 
about the relative dearth of  democratic 
elements to that process, those 
questions were answered.

The first shocker was the motion put 
to Council as to whether they wanted 
to have the vote in public or by secret 
ballot.  

Think about that: not only do we 
have no idea who the candidates for 
Chair are until we actually get to 
the meeting, and we have no idea 
how the candidates have come to be 
formally “nominated”; we even have no 
knowledge of, or control, over how and 
by whom those nominated candidates 
end up appointed!  

Council members can choose to 
deny us even that small sliver of  the 
democratic process.

It is unclear to me why the voting 
process isn’t iterated in the procedural 
by-law. Why isn’t the method made 
clear before the meeting? 

Why is it a question put to the floor 
during the meeting?

It was odd to sit there and wait for 
our elected representatives to decide 
whether they would vote publicly or 
secretly. Remember, they sit on that 
Council as our representatives – they 
work for us, so we should see how they 
vote – on every vote.  How else would 
we know whether they have met our 
expectations?

They chose to vote publicly, by the 
way.  

The second shocker, was the 
“election” itself. The process was as 
follows – each of  the nominators and 
seconders spoke about their candidate 
and why their colleagues should vote 
for him and then the candidates pled 
their cases too.  

Hearing from the candidates made 
sense.  

Election speeches are necessary 
as they inform us about what the 
candidates intend to do and why they 
are the best choice for the job.

Hearing from the nominators and 
seconders made no sense.  

From a procedural standpoint, I 
found it quite bizarre. I have concerns 
about the nomination process, but 
even greater concern about the fact 
that the nominators and seconders are 
afforded the opportunity to – in essence 
– interfere in the voting process.  

Council members represent the 
interests of  their municipality, not 
themselves.  

Thus, they should vote independently. 
Having two members state how they are 
voting in advance of  the vote and then 
attempt to persuade others to follow 
suit is inappropriate in my opinion.

It also lays bare the notion that the 
appointment process is an open one.

Price Transparency Act
The unexplained and often significant 

price gap between Canadian and 
U.S. prices for the same products is a 
frustrating and all too familiar reality 
for any Canadian who has ever shopped 
online or travelled to the United States.

Experts estimate that Canadians pay 
between 10 to 25 % more than Americans 
for many identical goods. Some 
components of  those price differences 
are justified – the exchange rate, price 
of  fuel, and product safety standards are 
all factors outside of  our control. 

However, sometimes the difference 
in price is because of  geographic price 
discrimination. 

That is why we have tabled the Price 
Transparency Act, which provides the 
Competition Commissioner with the 
tools necessary to investigate alleged 
cases of  price discrimination and 
publicly report to Canadians situations 
where consumers are unfairly targeted 
with higher prices. 

This is another step our Government 
is taking in order to help put more money 
back into the pockets of  Canadians. 
The truth about Services for Veterans

Recent media reports are suggesting 
that Veterans Affairs has reduced its 
services for veterans by eliminating 
front-line positions. The assertion is 
absolutely false. We are reducing back-
office expenses while increasing front-
line services for Veterans.  

Examples of  these back-office 
reductions include the amalgamation 
of  all the ministerial reporting units 
in Veterans Affairs into one, resulting 
in the elimination of  50 to 75 positions 
across various program areas.  

Other administrative reductions 
include those related to the Veterans 
Independent Program. Since Veterans 

Affairs stopped requiring veterans 
to submit receipts in order to be 
reimbursed for expenses like snow 
clearing, yard maintenance, and home 
cleaning, eighty clerical positions in 
this program became redundant. 

In the Disability Benefit Program, 12 
photocopy and processing clerks were 
reduced when we moved to digitized 
medical records. 

In the Service Delivery Branch, 
re-organization of  three regional 
management centres into one in 
Montreal reduced hundreds of  
managers, processing analyst and 
administrative support clerks. Reducing 
bureaucratic expenses while increasing 
front line support services is just simply 
common sense. 

The reality is we have increased 
benefits and investments for Veterans 
by more than $4.7 billion since 2006. We 
are also making it easier for veterans 
and their families to access the services 
they are entitled to. 

Through our enhanced service 
delivery, more that 2.4 million phone 
calls, letters, forms, and emails between 
veterans and the government have been 
eliminated since 2013. These are just 
some of  the ways that we are better 
meeting the needs of  our veterans.  

Cracking Down on Online Crime
Bill C-13, the Protecting Canadians 

from Online Crime Act, has been given 
Royal Assent. The legislation will give 
police the modernized tools they need 
to protect Canadians, in particular 
children and youth, from acts of  
cyberbullying. The Bill will:

Prohibit the non-consensual 
distribution of  intimate images;

Empower a court to order the removal 
of  intimate images from the Internet;

Permit the court to order forfeiture of  
the computer, cell phone or other device 
used in the offence;

Provide for reimbursement to victims 
for costs incurred in removing the 
intimate image from the Internet; and

Empower the court to make an order 
to prevent someone from distributing 
intimate images.

In addition to this legislation, the 
government earlier this year launched 
an anti-cyberbullying national 
awareness campaign, Stop Hating 
Online, to raise awareness of  the impact 
of  cyberbullying and how this behaviour 
amounts to criminal activity. 

The website canada.ca/
StopHatingOnline, is a comprehensive 
resource for parents and youth that 
includes information, advice and 
tools needed to identify, prevent and 
stop cyberbullying. The government 
is also supporting the development 
of  a number of  school-based projects 
to prevent bullying, including 
cyberbullying, as part of  $10 million in 
funding through Public Safety Canada 
that was committed in 2012 towards new 
crime prevention projects.

 If  you would like to contact me on 
any issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

CHRISTMAS 
TIME 

IS HERE
Aurora was awash 
with holiday cheer last 
week. (Main) The Aurora 
Cultural Centre played 
host to the Humber River 
Shakespeare Company’s 
annual production of A 
Christmas Carol, starring 
Mark Huisman as Jacob 
Marley and Christopher 
Kelk as Scrooge. It was 
the centrepiece of their 
annual Victorian Christ-
mas celebration, which 
included holiday treats 
courtesy of MP Lois 
Brown. (Inset) The Royal 
Canadian Legion hosted 
their annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Friday 
afternoon, featuring tur-
keys cooked and carved 
by Chef Romeo. 

Auroran photos by 
David Falconer

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!

51%
YES unSurEno

29% 20%

Previous Poll Results
Now that the 2014 – 2018 Council  

term is underway, are you optimistic  
about the next four years?

a) Yes      b)  No     c) Unsure

Christmas is just 
one week away. 

Are you prepared?

A) Yes   B) No

NEW
AURORAN POLL

RE
SU

LT
S 

TO
 D

AT
E

DE
CE

M
BE

R 
16

, 2
01

4

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Chair appointment 
Redux
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More needs to be done to help people get needed services: Chair
From page 1

Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Thurs., Dec. 18 Billik
Fri., Dec. 19 Bad Dog

Sat., Dec. 20 Souled Out
Sat., Dec. 27 Billik

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

BIG

DON’T MISS OUT - RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

CHRISTMAS
HOURS

BIGBIG

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

Dec. 24th – Open for Lunch, Closed for Dinner
Closed Dec. 25th & 26th; Dec. 27th – Open for Dinner

featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!
Enjoy the delicious set menu in the ambiance of
our beautifully decorated dining room

featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!featuring Live Music by 6 Foot 5 & fabulous prizes!

New Year’s BASH

Everything 

in store!
OPEN

Boxing Day 
Friday, December 26th 9:30 – 5:00

Selection of 

Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre 14800 Yonge Street  
905-726-4063

Pajamas, Hats, Gloves, Coats, Sweaters, Cozy Knits

• Excludes new Spring Wear & Sale items!

*ON
NOW!

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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4.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  
mODEL NTW4651BQ (1000799118)

6.5 Cu. Ft. Dryer 
mODEL YNED4600YQ (1000652415)

MAYTAG® 22 Cu. Ft. 33" Refrigerator  
mODEL mFI2269VEm (1000652205)

$299

Greens Tabletop Arrangement 

(1000769148)

$1499

Mini Tree 

Arrangement 

(1000105362)

While quantities last.

STANLEY® LeverLock® Tape Rule Combo 
(1000806395) While quantities last.

$1188

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
65‑Piece HUSKY® 3/8" Drive Mechanic 
Tool Set (1000775509)

NOW
$2488

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
2‑Piece RIDGID® 
X4 18V Drill and 
Impact Driver 
Combo Kit (1000742190)

$199

DREMEL® 4200 High‑Performance Rotary 
Tool with EZ Change™ (1000810781) 

While quantities last.

$99
58‑Piece DEWALT®  Screwdriving Set 
(1000708826) While quantities last.

$1488

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 6" Bench Grinder (1000805876) 
While quantities last.

$2999

GENERAC® 5500 Watt 
Portable Generator  
• 389cc OHV engine with 

splash lubrication provides 

a long engine life (1000694023)

$798

MILWAUKEE® 26" Jobsite Work 
Box • High impact resistant material, 

withstands up to 1,000 drops 
(1000813866)

$4998

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit 
• 3/8" Chuck • 0‑350/0‑1,300 RPm  

• 1 Battery (1000811548) While quantities last.

$5999

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot 
AMANA® Pair 

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $639

regular price .........................................$696

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $63.90

$57510
t

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $138.60

WAS $4.98

$1499

SAVE 40%

WAS $54.99

$124740
t

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $1386

regular price .........................................$1498

Cyclamen • 4‑1/2" pot  

(1000137058) While quantities last.

u �Valid Thursday, December 18 to 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014,  
unless otherwise noted.

NOT SURE WHAT TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000 gift ideas wrapped up into one!

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

LET’S DO
 THIS.

HOLIDAYS
happen here

P
D
F

OFF
blowout

  BOXING 
WEEK

10%  AN
EXTRA

THe laST TicKeTeD price
ON MaJOr appliaNceS

fnal discounted price

tSee pages 6 and 7 for more details and selection.

STARTS THuRSDAy, 
DECEMBER 18, 2014

On single receipt, in-store or online purchases of $499 or more (including taxes) 
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See page 4 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 18 to Wednesday, December 24, 2014

18MONTHS*NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN

appliance

PLuS

fnal discounted price
for the pair
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2‑Piece RIDGID® 
X4 18V Drill and 
Impact Driver 
Combo Kit (1000742190)
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DREMEL® 4200 High‑Performance Rotary 
Tool with EZ Change™ (1000810781) 

While quantities last.

$99
58‑Piece DEWALT®  Screwdriving Set 
(1000708826) While quantities last.

$1488

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 6" Bench Grinder (1000805876) 
While quantities last.

$2999

GENERAC® 5500 Watt 
Portable Generator  
• 389cc OHV engine with 

splash lubrication provides 

a long engine life (1000694023)

$798

MILWAUKEE® 26" Jobsite Work 
Box • High impact resistant material, 

withstands up to 1,000 drops 
(1000813866)

$4998

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit 
• 3/8" Chuck • 0‑350/0‑1,300 RPm  

• 1 Battery (1000811548) While quantities last.

$5999

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot 
AMANA® Pair 

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $639

regular price .........................................$696

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $63.90

$57510
t

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $138.60

WAS $4.98

$1499

SAVE 40%

WAS $54.99

$124740
t

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $1386

regular price .........................................$1498

Cyclamen • 4‑1/2" pot  

(1000137058) While quantities last.

u �Valid Thursday, December 18 to 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014,  
unless otherwise noted.

NOT SURE WHAT TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000 gift ideas wrapped up into one!

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

LET’S DO
 THIS.

HOLIDAYS
happen here

P
D
F

OFF
blowout

  BOXING 
WEEK

10%  AN
EXTRA

THe laST TicKeTeD price
ON MaJOr appliaNceS

fnal discounted price

tSee pages 6 and 7 for more details and selection.

STARTS THuRSDAy, 
DECEMBER 18, 2014

On single receipt, in-store or online purchases of $499 or more (including taxes) 
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See page 4 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 18 to Wednesday, December 24, 2014

18MONTHS*NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN

appliance

PLuS

fnal discounted price
for the pair
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Last minute CHRISTMAS IDEAS
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4.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  
mODEL NTW4651BQ (1000799118)

6.5 Cu. Ft. Dryer 
mODEL YNED4600YQ (1000652415)

MAYTAG® 22 Cu. Ft. 33" Refrigerator  
mODEL mFI2269VEm (1000652205)

$299

Greens Tabletop Arrangement 

(1000769148)

$1499

Mini Tree 

Arrangement 

(1000105362)

While quantities last.

STANLEY® LeverLock® Tape Rule Combo 
(1000806395) While quantities last.

$1188

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
65‑Piece HUSKY® 3/8" Drive Mechanic 
Tool Set (1000775509)

NOW
$2488

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
2‑Piece RIDGID® 
X4 18V Drill and 
Impact Driver 
Combo Kit (1000742190)

$199

DREMEL® 4200 High‑Performance Rotary 
Tool with EZ Change™ (1000810781) 

While quantities last.

$99
58‑Piece DEWALT®  Screwdriving Set 
(1000708826) While quantities last.

$1488

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 6" Bench Grinder (1000805876) 
While quantities last.

$2999

GENERAC® 5500 Watt 
Portable Generator  
• 389cc OHV engine with 

splash lubrication provides 

a long engine life (1000694023)

$798

MILWAUKEE® 26" Jobsite Work 
Box • High impact resistant material, 

withstands up to 1,000 drops 
(1000813866)

$4998

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit 
• 3/8" Chuck • 0‑350/0‑1,300 RPm  

• 1 Battery (1000811548) While quantities last.

$5999

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot 
AMANA® Pair 

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $639

regular price .........................................$696

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $63.90

$57510
t

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $138.60

WAS $4.98

$1499

SAVE 40%

WAS $54.99

$124740
t

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $1386

regular price .........................................$1498

Cyclamen • 4‑1/2" pot  

(1000137058) While quantities last.

u �Valid Thursday, December 18 to 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014,  
unless otherwise noted.

NOT SURE WHAT TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000 gift ideas wrapped up into one!

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

LET’S DO
 THIS.

HOLIDAYS
happen here

P
D
F

OFF
blowout

  BOXING 
WEEK

10%  AN
EXTRA

THe laST TicKeTeD price
ON MaJOr appliaNceS

fnal discounted price

tSee pages 6 and 7 for more details and selection.

STARTS THuRSDAy, 
DECEMBER 18, 2014

On single receipt, in-store or online purchases of $499 or more (including taxes) 
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See page 4 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 18 to Wednesday, December 24, 2014

18MONTHS*NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN

appliance

PLuS

fnal discounted price
for the pair

ONE WEEK ONLY
Thursday December 18

to Wednesday December 24

a
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CLR® Bathroom & Kitchen 
Cleaner • 760mL (1000129914) 

While quantities last.

$698

SAVE $2

$1698

SAVE $8

WAS $24.98

12" x 24" Portland Grey Ceramic Tile  
• Suitable for residential foor and wall 

applications (1000803161) Sold by 15.01 sq. ft. 

case and each. While quantities last.

$169

5‑Pack 2‑Ply Yard 
Waste Bags‡ (1000417216) 

‡Available only where permitted 

to use. Check your municipal 

government website for details.

$198

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
RYOBI® 18V Dual Power Hybrid Blower  
• Includes 18V Lithium battery and 45 min. 

quick charger (1000733542)

NOW
$119

Mini Flip‑Top 25L Tote (1000177842)

NOW
$397

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot
VIGORO® Garden Mum 
• 13" pot While quantities last.

$1198

WAS $8.98

WAS $4.98

per sq. ft.

WAS $139

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VIGORO® Fall Lawn Fertilizer 30‑0‑10  
• 11kg (1000810502) While quantities last.

P
D
F

fall into savings
LET’S DO fall inside AND out. 

Find a lower regular or advertised price... we’ll beat it by  10%.
See page 22 for details.*** OUR PRICE GUARANTEE

wall tiles

+

vanity 
collection

+

toilets

+

flooring

+

faucets

+

lighting

+

NEVER RUN  
OUT OF POWER

p

3 YR
Warranty

u �Valid Thursday, September 25 
to Wednesday, October 1, 2014, 
unless otherwise noted.
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4.2 Cu. Ft. Washer  
mODEL NTW4651BQ (1000799118)

6.5 Cu. Ft. Dryer 
mODEL YNED4600YQ (1000652415)

MAYTAG® 22 Cu. Ft. 33" Refrigerator  
mODEL mFI2269VEm (1000652205)

$299

Greens Tabletop Arrangement 

(1000769148)

$1499

Mini Tree 

Arrangement 

(1000105362)

While quantities last.

STANLEY® LeverLock® Tape Rule Combo 
(1000806395) While quantities last.

$1188

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
65‑Piece HUSKY® 3/8" Drive Mechanic 
Tool Set (1000775509)

NOW
$2488

EXCLUSIVE to  
The Home Depot  
2‑Piece RIDGID® 
X4 18V Drill and 
Impact Driver 
Combo Kit (1000742190)

$199

DREMEL® 4200 High‑Performance Rotary 
Tool with EZ Change™ (1000810781) 

While quantities last.

$99
58‑Piece DEWALT®  Screwdriving Set 
(1000708826) While quantities last.

$1488

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 6" Bench Grinder (1000805876) 
While quantities last.

$2999

GENERAC® 5500 Watt 
Portable Generator  
• 389cc OHV engine with 

splash lubrication provides 

a long engine life (1000694023)

$798

MILWAUKEE® 26" Jobsite Work 
Box • High impact resistant material, 

withstands up to 1,000 drops 
(1000813866)

$4998

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot  
RYOBI® 18V ONE+ Lithium‑Ion Drill Kit 
• 3/8" Chuck • 0‑350/0‑1,300 RPm  

• 1 Battery (1000811548) While quantities last.

$5999

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot 
AMANA® Pair 

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $639

regular price .........................................$696

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $63.90

$57510
t

addItIONal 10% savINGs ..................... $138.60

WAS $4.98

$1499

SAVE 40%

WAS $54.99

$124740
t

BOXING WEEK PRICE ............................... $1386

regular price .........................................$1498

Cyclamen • 4‑1/2" pot  

(1000137058) While quantities last.

u �Valid Thursday, December 18 to 
Wednesday, December 24, 2014,  
unless otherwise noted.

NOT SURE WHAT TO GET THEM?
The Home Depot Gift Card is 40,000 gift ideas wrapped up into one!

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

LET’S DO
 THIS.

HOLIDAYS
happen here

P
D
F

OFF
blowout

  BOXING 
WEEK

10%  AN
EXTRA

THe laST TicKeTeD price
ON MaJOr appliaNceS

fnal discounted price

tSee pages 6 and 7 for more details and selection.

STARTS THuRSDAy, 
DECEMBER 18, 2014

On single receipt, in-store or online purchases of $499 or more (including taxes) 
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card.† Payments required. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See page 4 for details.

ONE WEEK ONLY   Thursday, December 18 to Wednesday, December 24, 2014

18MONTHS*NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN

appliance

PLuS

fnal discounted price
for the pair

4-1/4” or 5” 
Oak Hardwood 

Flooring 

  

FREE Installation 
FREE Wax Paper 
FREE Transition 
FREE 1/4” Round 
FREE Delivery

Phone: (905) 503-1118 
Show Room: B12, 
130 Hollidge Blvd., Aurora, ON 
For more promotions, please visit our show room 
or browse our website. 
For free estimate, please call. 

We also specialize in...
Hardwood Stair Tread fi nished with 

wood pickets 
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iron pickets 

oak pickets
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Georgina. 
Both cited Mr. Emmerson’s over 

25 years of  political experience, 17 
of  which were served on Regional 
Council, as important factors to leading 
the Region forward.

Citing significant growth in 
Whitchurch-Stouffville during Mr. 
Emmerson’s tenure as Mayor, growth 
which was fostered with balance, low 
taxes and fiscal responsibility, Mayor 
Barrow said Mr. Emmerson was the 
right leader.

“We need his experience and his 
leadership as we continue to advance all 
of  our significant initiatives and large 
scale projects that are underway,” said 
Barrow. “He instinctively understands 
our Region and the important work 
that we do, and we need to continue 
doing that work. We need a Chair who 
has the experience and a proven track 
record of  success. We need a Chair that 
can build on the legacy of  our previous 
Chairs and our previous Councils 
while embracing the new ideas and the 
innovative projects that will no doubt 
come forward generated by this new 
Council.”

Adding to this theme, Councillor 
Wheeler noted Mr. Emmerson’s 
appointment to the position would not 
put York Region residents through a 
by-election as Mr. Taylor’s appointment 
would.

“Wayne could not in good faith 
inflict the potentially high cost of  a by-
election on the residents of  his Town,” 
said Wheeler, noting Mr. Emmerson’s 
announcement he would not seek 
re-election following Mr. Fisch’s 
retirement. “This act speaks volumes 
about the fairness and integrity he will 
bring as York Region’s next chairman 
and CEO. It highlights Wayne’s 
fiscally responsible approach and his 
commitment to protecting the public’s 
financial interests.”

Responding to the nomination, Mr. 
Emmerson said over his 17 years as 
mayor, he has had the opportunity to 
work with almost everyone around 
the Regional table on almost every 
committee formed by the Region. 
Through this collaboration they knew 
his strengths, weaknesses, abilities and 
track record. 

Being a mayor, he noted, was like 
running a business – knowing where 
the needs of  the community are and 
having a vision to address them.

“It is about [being] innovative 
and taking calculated risk,” said Mr. 
Emmerson in his pitch to Council 
before his ultimate appointment. “It 
is about listening to the constituents 
and your colleagues and giving each 
viewpoint equal opportunity. It is 
about being collaborative, building on 
collective wisdom and knowing when 
to ask for help.”

Over the next four years, York 
Region will face many issues, including 
maintaining existing services in 
the face of  growth, management of  
growth, along with sustainability, 
transportation, congestion and 
affordable housing. These needs must 
be met while keeping taxes low, he 

added. 
“I know that investing in 

infrastructure is directly related to our 
ability to successfully manage growth,” 
he said. “Investing in roads and transit, 
and the ability to move people in and 
out of  York Region is important for 
many reasons: it connects people to 
work, school, family and community. 
We need to stay the course in building 
the foundation of  what we have 
already accomplished in this area. By 
continuing to advance our YRT, Viva 
transit, and road systems, as well as 
supporting the development of  subway 
expansions and two-way GO Service, 
we will reduce congestion and travel 
time.

“We are tasked with balancing the 
priorities of  our municipalities against 
what is best suited for our taxpayers. 
Now is the time for continued fiscal 
prudence in ensuring development 
charges can help pay down our debt. We 
are fortunate to have nine strong and 
vibrant municipalities. If  I am elected 
your chair, my task will be to continue 
to improve our Region in the face of  all 
challenges and opportunities. I am also 
committed to learning more about the 
specific needs of  your municipalities 
and working together with you to find 
solutions.”

Following the vote, Mr. Emmerson 
said there were no words to “adequately 
express his appreciation” and pledged 
his commitment for the next four years.

Continuing growth in York Region, 
he added, is a testament that the Region 
“remains a desirable place for people to 
live, do business and visit.”

“We need to ensure everyone has 
access to the services they need,” he 
concluded. “We have done a lot and we 
can do more.”

Wayne Emmerson makes his nomination speech 
before being elected by Regional Council as their 
Chair last week.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

From page 1
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www.lajoliecheeseshop.ca

#9 - 2 Orchard Heights Blvd., 
Aurora, ON L4G 3W3 

La Jolie

“We are hosting the 
holidays this year but have 
recently moved from our 
large family home to a 
much smaller condo. How 
can I decorate without 
overwhelming our new 
cozier surroundings?”

With beautiful new 
buildings popping up, many 
people are making the move 
to condo living. Because 
the average new condo in 
Toronto is under 800 square 
feet, furniture companies 
are now manufacturing more and more 
“apartment sized” styles of  furniture 
and décor items. 

It’s really important to make sure 
your pieces are the correct scale so that 
they don’t overwhelm your space. 

The same goes for your holiday décor. 
Companies are now starting to make 

condo-sized Christmas trees so that 
smaller living spaces can be festive and 
still be comfortable. When choosing 
ornaments for the tree, be mindful of  
their size. Buying oversized ornaments 
can make your pint-sized tree look 
small and cheesy. Simplicity is key 
in tight spaces. Keep your ornaments 
simple and elegant.

If  fitting a tree into your condo 
just isn’t an option, try one of  these 
“outside the box” ideas: Put some 
evergreen branches in vases and hang 
some ornaments off  of  them, or hang 
ornaments from a wall in the shape 
of  a Christmas Tree. Even go as far 
as hanging some ornaments from 
the ceiling or even from an existing 
chandelier. 

Another great way to pack punch into 
a small home or condo is by creating a 
beautifully decorated mantelpiece to 
star as the focal point of  the room.

Start by switching out your regular 
art that you may have hanging above 
the fireplace for a wreath. Consider 
putting a mirror over the fireplace as 
it will help to reflect light, making your 
space feel larger. It will also reflect the 
colour of  any decorations you add to 
your fireplace, making it feel even more 
festive. 

Drape a garland across the mantel, 
and anchor the ends of  it with clusters 
of  red carnations or poinsettias. 

Why not add a grouping 
of  hurricane vases with 
red or white candles? This 
will create an elegant and 
comfortable feel.  Are you 
having kids over for the 
holiday festivities? If  you’re 
looking for a funky and 
colourful holiday look, fill 
mason jars with brightly 
coloured ornaments, candy 
canes, string lights and 

gift bows for a fresh take on 
mantel décor.

Entertaining during the 
holidays always highlights 

the fact that we never have enough 
seating in our homes – especially if  
we’ve just downsized. One way to 
downplay this problem is to use an 
eclectic mix of  dining chairs. By having 
various styles of  seating you can easily 
get away with pulling some chairs 
away from the table and adding them to 
your living space while your guests are 
visiting. 

To conserve space, especially when 
adding additional pieces of  holiday 
décor, try to include multifunctional 
furniture in your design scheme. A 
bench by the front door or at the foot 
of  your bed can be pulled out into the 
den for additional seating during a 
gathering.  

The last thing I’ll mention is that 
there is a lot to be said for ambience.  
Decorate the front door to set the 
holiday inspired tone for your guests as 
soon as they arrive. Light some pine or 
gingerbread scented candles -whatever 
scent makes you feel ‘home for the 
holidays’. Throw on some Christmas 
tunes and you’re good to go! 

From all of  us here at Niche Decor, 
Happy Holidays!

  
Stay Connected with Us!

ASK THE 
DESIGNER

JEAN BISNAIRE

Small Scale 
Holiday 

Decorating

nichedecor.ca

askjean@nichedecor.ca

Nichedecor

Nichedecor 

   Niche_Decor

   @nicheunionville

Highland neighbours want all voices heard in new ratepayers group
“When I talk about the day-to-day 

clutter and what can be distracting, 
it happens in all of  our lives, but 
particularly in the last month-and-a-
half  where we were going down this 
road [with Highland],” he said. “You 
hear it all the time about collusion, 
ulterior motives, hidden agendas, 
clandestine meetings. It is ridiculous 
and it slows us all down. I believe what 
I can bring to this table is the ability to 
keep us focused.”

He said the reason he got the ball 
rolling on this RPA in the first place 
was simply because it had to be done. 
As a resident on the course, he had 
a vested interest in its future, as did 
most people in the room, and the 
possibilities “scared” him.

“I wanted to mobilize the 
community whereby we could create 
a singular galvanized voice where we 
could talk to whomever it was that 
will ultimately develop the course, 
or subsequently buy the course as 
an operator, and ultimately have that 

singular voice rather than a splintered 
voice, with no hidden agenda. That 
is, bottom line, what this initiative is 
about.

“This is to keep us focused towards 
that ultimate goal of  negotiating and 
securing the best possible outcome for 
all of  us who have a vested interest in 
the golf  course.”

A similar sentiment was offered 
by Ms. Eliase, who spoke to the 
ratepayers via video link. She too said 
she was upset when she heard the golf  
course was closing and also felt she 
had to do something. If  she had been 
elected president, she said she had 
three top priorities: housing values, 
quality of  life, and integrity of  the 
neighbourhood.

As the National Director of  Patient 
Engagement for an arm of  Johnson & 
Johnson, she said she was well versed 
in dealing with various stakeholders, 
including multiple levels of  
government and communication is 
a key part of  this. While change in 
the area might be inevitable, it is 

important to have that strong voice.
“We can’t deny the fact ClubLink has 

a property and they can do what they 
want with it,” she said. “They have a 
right to sell it, we can’t prevent it, but 
we can have a voice at the table. We can 
have a seat at the table to make sure we 
influence the decisions that they make, 
the process they use to make decisions, 

and we can make sure we can [provide 
input so] the best outcome possible can 
come.”

During Monday’s meeting, residents 
sounded off  on a number of  issues 
including ensuring that all areas of  the 
course are represented on the committee 
and ensuring there is a way to ensure all 
residents are kept in the loop. 

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service
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https://www.facebook.com/� eSeanBurkeBand/photos
/a.383347128372283.86481.383346788372317/383347131705616/?type=1&-
source=11
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PUB & GRILL
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Looking for Sports Teams to Sponsor 
Summer or Winter Teams | Call 647-622-7780
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Party
Upscale Dinner Menu 
          at Pub Prices

Dec. 31st 9PM

Wishing Everyone a Safe 
& Happy Holiday!

Party
Call now to book your table 905-750-0002

Timberlane redevelopment plans 
expected next week
Greenhough, a resident of  Falconwood 
Estates. “There has been a lack of  
communication. A plan was submitted  
8to the Town and we hadn’t heard 
from you. You talk about working with 
Council but you should be working 
with us.” 

Schut explained the purpose of  the 
meeting was to inform the residents 
about what to expect over the next 
year.

“We want to show you guys what 
we have planned so there are no 
surprises,” said Schut. “We want you 
to be able to prepare for the meetings. 
We thought it was appropriate to do 
this. Council is going to have to decide 
whether it’s going to be something 
they support or don’t support.”

But residents said they were not 
convinced.

“As far as I can tell, this is a 

presentation, not a discussion,” said 
Grant Gibson. “Frankly, why are we 
here? You could have mailed this to 
us.”

There have been some changes since 
the last neighbourhood meeting held in 
the spring, including a reduction in the 
unit count, which is now at 68. There 
has also been a slight change to the 
road configuration and the buffering 
to the neighbouring properties. While 
Greenhough admitted changes had 
been made, it is not enough.

“I think you made some substantial 
changes since the last time,” he said. 
“I think the density is still a concern 
with respect to the property. You still 
have a ways to go.”

Other residents expressed 
concerns about the proposed buffer, 
the proximity of  the new homes to 
the backyards of  the existing homes 
and whether or not the developer 
is planning to put up a fence.  They 
wanted to know how the units would 
look and how much they would cost, 
but Schut explained those details will 
not be finalized until the site plan 
phase next year.

“To be honest, in terms of  design 
elements, we just haven’t gotten there 
yet,” said Schut. “For price, it will all 
come down to square footage, specs 
and how things are priced around us.”

Existing residents also wanted to 
know how long construction would 
take.

“We hope to be in and out in a year,” 
said Schut. “That’s assuming the 
market is there to support that kind of  
construction program.”

He ensured all construction access 
will take place on Vandorf  Sideroad 
as not to disrupt the neighbouring 
communities.

Some were also worried about 
the fate of  the mature trees on the 
property. Schut agreed to walk the 
property with the residents to see if  it 
would be feasible to keep the trees.

Brookfield plans to submit a revised 
plan to the Town of  Aurora early next 
week.

User fees at revamped Leisure Complex 
changed ahead of 2015 opening

By Brock Weir

Ahead of  this winter’s anticipated 
full opening of  the newly revamped 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex, 
Council is set this week to hammer 
out exactly how much it will cost 
residents, and returning members of  
the Complex, to use the facility.

Councillors gave tentative approval 
to the revised user fees at last week’s 
General Committee meeting, a 
recommendation which is expected to 
get the formal green light this Tuesday.

Among the fee changes for the 
AFLC include adjustments for squash 
fees associated with new membership 
structures at the Club Aurora fitness 
centre, which allows a bit more 
flexibility in the facilities and services 
each member might want to access.

According to Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, 
new wellness membership levels are a 
response to “concerns and requests” 
from several members.

“We believe the combo memberships 
better reflect what the needs of  our 
membership are,” said Mr. Downey. 
“With the Gold Wellness Membership 
we were charging individuals for 
services they were not necessarily 
interested in, so we are now trying to 
focus more on what your needs are 
and then, if  you wish to add on to that 
particular program, you will see you 
can add on the pool, aquafit and squash, 
as opposed to it being charged for that 
in your overall fee. 

Squash memberships, he notes, were 
discounted this year in a reflection of  
reduced service levels stemming from 
the facility renovations. What was once 
a seven day window to use the squash 
courts was reduced to three possible 
days of  access due to the renovations 
and the fees were adjusted accordingly, 
said Mr. Downey. With everything set to 
get started once again next year, those 
fees will be back up to their 2013 levels.

In addition, fees associated with the 
use of  the track have been eliminated 
and that element of  the new facility 

will be open to each resident free of  
charge.

“We don’t think that is going to be a 
huge [financial impact], but we believe 
it is now going to give additional 
opportunities for folks to exercise 
without incurring any additional 
costs,” Mr. Downey told Councillors. 

One change which raised concerns 
for one Councillor, however, was a 
perceived hit for seniors.

For several programs and classes 
at the AFLC, the previous 50 per cent 
discounts seniors have been enjoying 
in 2014 are proposed to be reduced to 
20 per cent. From the perspective of  
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, this 30 
per cent jump might be too much for 
seniors all at once.

“Seniors are not happy with the big 
increase,” she said, noting classes now 
$3.50 could go up to $5. “It doesn’t seem 
like a lot of  money, but it is a huge 
percentage. We have given them two 
months’ notice, but it is coming out of  
the blue for some people.”

But the change will bring the cost of  
programs for seniors at the AFLC in 
line with other seniors’ discounts and 
subsidies across Town, according to 
Mr. Downey.

“Town programs offer a standard 
discount for seniors’ members at 20 per 
cent,” he said. “For some unexplained 
reason, we offered a 50 per cent 
discount for aquafit programs. There 
didn’t seem to be a justification why we 
had gone beyond the 20 per cent to 50 
per cent [and] there still doesn’t seem 
to be a justification with regards to 
that. We are also trying to standardize 
that level of  subsidy throughout all of  
our costing.

As seniors programs in Aurora are 
accessible as early as the age of  55, Mr. 
Downey said Aurora remains at the 
“forefront” of  offering programming to 
seniors from as early an age as possible, 
but consistency across the board is 
important. 

In response, Councillor Gaertner 
said it makes sense to her as a 
Councillor, but as a senior it is an issue.

100% Certified 
Organic Produce 

Delivered for 
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Cost of Shopping 
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FREE Delivery
Customizable & No Commitment

Year Round Service
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lisette@organicslive.com

OrganicsLiveAuroraKingCity
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GMC S&D Holiday Menu

StratumGMC, Trade Gothic LT Std, Zaph Dingbats PS, Zapf 
Dingbats, Wingdings 2, ITC Zapf Dingbats Std

 Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

PLUS  ALL 2015 GMC MODELS INCLUDE GMC PRO-GRADE PROTECTION 
WITH COMPLIMENTARY OIL CHANGES FOR 2 YEARS/40,000KM‡

NHTSA 5-STAR
OVERALL VEHICLE 

SCORE FOR SAFETY◊

ACADIA SLT-1 SHOWN±

NHTSA 5-STAR
OVERALL VEHICLE 

SCORE FOR SAFETY◊

SIERRA ALL-TERRAIN DOUBLE CAB SHOWN±

2014 TERRAIN AWARDED 
“HIGHEST RANKED COMPACT 
SUV IN INITIAL QUALITY
IN THE U.S.”#

160,000-KM/5-YEAR
Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.�

TO GUARANTEE OUR 
QUALITY, WE BACK IT

POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY

Visit us at: GMC.GM.CAVEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, 
PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. 

Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

OFFER ENDS JANUARY 2.

For the latest information, visit us at gmc.gm.ca, drop by your local Buick GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. �Based on a 48/48/36 month lease for 2015 GMC (Terrain SLE AWD 3SA/Acadia SLE AWD 3SA/Sierra Double Cab 4x4 1SA). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. 
Monthly/Bi-Weekly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $0/$0/$0 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation is $17,106/$19,850/$13,101. Option to purchase at lease end is $13,865/$19,726/$17,317. Excess wear and tear and km charges not included. Other lease options available. 
†Offer applies to eligible current owners or lessees of any model year 1999 or newer car that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer's name for the previous consecutive six (6) months. Credit valid towards the retail purchase or lease of one eligible 2013, 2014, 2015 model year Chevrolet/Buick/GMC/Cadillac car, SUV, 
crossover and pickups models delivered in Canada between December 2, 2014 – January 2, 2015,(except 2015MY Cadillac Escalade). Credit is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive) and credit value depends on model purchased: $750 credit available on all eligible Chevrolet, Buick GMC vehicles; $1,000 credit available on 
all Cadillac vehicles (except 2015MY Cadillac Escalade). Offer is transferable to a family member living within the same household (proof of address required). As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Limited (GMCL) to verify eligibility. This offer may not be redeemed for cash 
and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void where prohibited. See your GMCL dealer for details. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice. ††Offer applies to eligible current owners or lessees 
of any model year 1999 or newer pick-up truck that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer's name for the previous consecutive six (6) months. Credit is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive): $1,000 credit available towards the retail purchase, cash purchase or lease of one eligible 2013, 2014 or 2015 
model year Chevrolet or GMC light or heavy duty pickup(except Colorado/Canyon); delivered in Canada between December 2, 2014 – January 2, 2015. Offer is transferable to a family member living within the same household (proof of address required). As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General 
Motors of Canada Limited (GMCL) to verify eligibility. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void where prohibited. See your GMCL dealer for details. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole 
or in part at any time without prior notice. †††Offer applies to eligible current owners or lessees of any Pontiac/Saturn/SAAB/Hummer/Oldsmobile model year 1999 or newer car or Chevrolet Cobalt or HHR that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer's name for the previous consecutive six (6) months. Credit valid 
towards the retail purchase or lease of one eligible 2013, 2014, 2015 model year Chevrolet/Buick/GMC/Cadillac car, SUV, crossover and pickups models delivered in Canada between December 2, 2014 – January 2, 2015, (except 2015MY Cadillac Escalade). Credit is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive) and credit value 
depends on model purchased: $1,500 credit available on all eligible Chevrolet, Buick GMC vehicles; $2,000 credit available on all Cadillac vehicles (except 2015MY Cadillac Escalade). Offer is transferable to a family member living within the same household (proof of address required). As part of the transaction, dealer may request 
documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Limited (GMCL) to verify eligibility. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void where prohibited. See your GMCL dealer for details. GMCL reserves the right to amend or 
terminate offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice. ¥$500 Boxing Week Bonus is a manufacturer-to-consumer credit (tax inclusive) available on the retail purchase or lease of 2014 or 2015 model year GMC Terrain, Acadia, Sierra Light Duty (1500) Double Cab, Sierra HD (gas engine only) delivered in Canada 
between December 15, 2014 and January 2, 2015. For the province of Quebec the offer ends on December 31, 2014. ◆$4,500 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2015 GMC Sierra 1500 Double Cab and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. 
▼/†/††/◆/¥/***Freight & PDI, ($1,650/$1,650/$1,695), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 or 2015 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers 
in the Ontario BuickGMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without 
notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ¸U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov). ±2015 Sierra 1500 SLE Double Cab 4WD with GAT, MSRP with freight PDI & levies $45,419. 2015 Acadia AWD SLT-1, MSRP with 
freight PDI & levies $49,454. Dealers are free to set individual prices. ▲Warranty based on 6-years or 110,000 km, whichever comes first. Fully transferable. See dealer for conditions and limited warranty details. Excludes Medium Duty Trucks. ‡The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in 
Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner's Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 KMs, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in 
total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend 
or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. **Offer valid to eligible retail lessees in Canada who have obtained credit approval by and entered into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from December 2, 2014 and 
January 2, 2015 of a new eligible 2015 model. General Motors of Canada will pay one month’s lease payment or two biweekly lease payments as defined on the lease agreement (inclusive of taxes). After the first month, lessee will be required to make all remaining scheduled payments over the remaining term of the lease agreement. 
PPSA/RDPRM is not due. Consumer may be required to pay Dealer Fees. Insurance, license, and applicable taxes not included. Additional conditions and limitations apply. GM reserves the right to modify or terminate this offer at any time without prior notice. See dealer for details. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc.
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79 Victoria St. Aurora, ON L4G 1R3
(Corner of Metcalfe and Victoria)

Christmas Eve
3 pm - Family Service & Pageant
5 pm - Family Service & Pageant

7 pm - Contemporary Communion
9 pm - Candlelight Mass

11 pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10:30 am - Family Eucharist

www.trinityaurora.ca

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 
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Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

15900 Bayview Avenue 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3 • 905-726-9532
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Hartman students join forces to 
ensure a warm winter ahead

SMELLS LIKE SCHOOL SPIRIT: Grade 7 students Solana Fraser and Alexa Dimoulas of Hartman Public 
School are making the final push for winter hats, mittens and scarves to hang on their school’s Mitten 
Tree this week before distributing them to local families in need. Solana and Alexa are members of  
Hartman’s Spirit Committee.                                         Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Students at Hartman Public School 
have never been a group to shy 
away from showing their spirit, and 
when their “Mitten Tree” proved a 
resounding success last year, they had 
no hesitation in coming back again to 
make things bigger and better than 
ever. 

By Monday, the boughs on the 
Christmas Tree erected outside the 
school’s main office were beginning 
to bow under the weight of  countless 
woolly hats and pairs of  gloves and 
mittens donated by students and the 
school community for local families in 
need.

And donations are hoped to keep 
rolling into the school through the end 
of  the week.

“This started off  from a committee 
of  staff, parents and students who 
just wanted to make a change in the 
community,” says Alexa Dimoulas, a 
Grade 7 student and member of  the 

school’s Spirit Committee, noting 
their previous activities through Free 
the Children’s “We Scare Hunger” 
program as well as toy drives. “We 
just wanted to make a change in the 
community, but it ended up going very 
well and we took it on again this year.”

According to Alexa and her 
classmate, Solana Fraser, the 
fundraisers have shone a light on people 
in Aurora who are not as fortunate as 
they are and provided perspective on 
needs within the community.

“I am thankful for what I have 
and I am grateful we can just give to 
somebody else,” says Solana.

Adds Alexa: “We need anything 
that is a winter essential like scarves, 
some people brought in ski masks, 
and just anything that can keep 
somebody warm. It doesn’t have to be 
just mittens, hats or gloves. It can be 
anything that you yourself  would want 
to keep warm.

Hartman Public School is located on 
River Ridge Road at Conover.
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•  Receive up to $650 in incentives on eligible replacement central heating systems† and 
ENERGY STAR® quali� ed central cooling systems purchased from and installed by a 
participating contractor

• Save up to $325 a year in heating and cooling costs

• New systems are more reliable and ef� cient –  so you’ll also reduce maintenance costs

Call 1-877-797-9473 or visit 
www.PowerStream.ca/Conservation 

Replace your old heating or cooling system and get 
up to $650* back.

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Incentives are available for installation of eligible equipment completed between Jan. 1, 2014 and Dec. 31, 2014, and must be submitted no later than Feb. 1, 2015. Equipment must be purchased from 
and installed by a participating contractor. †Replacement furnaces must be high-ef� ciency models with an electronically commutated motor (ECM). Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Funded by the 
Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc. OMOf� cial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence. 

Its getting colder. 
A new furnace wil l 

save money and energy 
and make you feel 

warm all over.
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Gadget to halt “literacy crisis” 
wins students innovation award

By Brock Weir

York Region students descended on 
a Thornhill school on Saturday, laden 
with gadgets and gizmos to help improve 
the way we learn at any age.

The Robotics Club at Aurora’s Lester 
B. Pearson Public School (LBP) was 
among the group showing off  their 
apps, programs, and innovations at 
the Regional Championships or the 
First Lego League. And, with their 
own ingenuity, LBP’s “Classy Cyborgs” 
emerged victorious, securing the “Best 
Innovative Solution” trophy for their 
answer to what has been described as a 
“literacy crisis.”

The students’ winning innovation is 
the “Treasure Box Braille Program”, a 
new and exciting way to teach visually 
impaired people of  all ages the language 
system of  raised dots.

“Our first idea was how we could 
teach the blind populace how to play 
music because we figured that would be 
a difficult thing for them if  they couldn’t 
read the sheet,” says Grade 8 student 
Isabel Neufeld. “But, we then discovered 
through the National Federation for 
the Blind that only 10 per cent of  blind 
children actually know how to read 
Braille and they said this was a crisis of  
literacy. We decided to fix that.”

Their solution was a specialized 
glove, which works in conjunction with 
an app, to teach students the Braille 
alphabet. The glove sends pulses to 
the finger tips which act similar to the 
venerable Braille system, and through 
a series of  exercises the glove-wearer is 
rewarded for getting questions correctly.

The system uses Haptic technology, 
which translates information into 
something tangible and tactile, and has 
been applied in video games, mobile 
technology, and even virtual reality 
platforms.

At the inception of  the program, 
the team didn’t realise how dire the 
situation was for visually impaired 
individuals, says parent supervisor 
Lisa Andrade. Organizations like the 
Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind (CNIB) attribute this “crisis 

in literacy” to a lack of  resources, 
particularly teachers who can teach 
Braille. In York Region alone, there 
is just one resource teacher for blind 
students across all nine municipalities. 
This teacher came in to speak to the 
students about these challenges before 
they embarked on their journey.

“Students got a Braille alphabet and 
they were trying to learn it on their 
own, discovering it was very frustrating 
and difficult,” says Ms. Andrade. 
“Additionally, they were researching 
what tools already existed and they 
were all very basic – flash cards, wooden 
blocks and [a typewriter]. There is 
nothing in the way of  technology 
that helps a blind child learn Braille, 
much like how sighted students enjoy 
Leapfrog, Disney computer games, and 
the basics in learning that are all video-
based.”

In developing their product, the 
Classy Cyborgs took the existing haptic 
technology and developed the software 
program to use with it.

Their work was informed by a school 
trip to the CNIB’s National Braille 
Conference in October, where they 
explained their ideas and picked up 
some pointers along the way. There, 
some of  the workshop leaders turned 
them onto a major Calgary-based 
company that is developing software 
to use with haptic devices and after 
Skyping with the CEO of  the company 
a few weeks ago, he invited the students 
to present their ideas with him at an 
accessibility conference in Toronto next 
month. 

“We have had some very positive 
feedback,” says Isabel. “We talked to a 
blind girl and her mother and we told 
them about our idea, and she said she 
wanted to be the first one to try it out. 
She is with us in this. The CEO of  the 
company that makes a tablet and glove 
that guides you across the screen was 
with us. One of  the teachers for the 
blind in York Region was with us, and 
we talked to the CNIB and the National 
Federation for the Blind and they were 
with us. It is a pretty simple idea, and I 
guess that is all that really matters.”

This month, Aurora High School students Fiona, Daniela, and Katie coordinated with the Lions Club 
an end-of-semester barbeque for their school. It featured the debut of the Lions’ new mobile kitchen, 
which will take pride of place in a pancake cookout at Sheppard’s Bush in 2015. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Lions kick into high gear for holiday crunch
By Brock Weir

For a service club which celebrated 
its 70th anniversary in Aurora this 
fall, Aurora’s Lions Club shows no 
signs of  slowing down.

As Christmas rapidly approaches, 

the Lions are now entering their 
busiest time of  year, working in 
conjunction with the Salvation Army 
collecting food, clothes, toys, and 
other items to help make the season 
merry for many local families in need. 

“We are still collecting food, we are 
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BECAUSE 
Waking up early. Way early. Catching a 
ride. Sharp pencils. Sharp minds. First in 
class. Crazy ideas. Throwing some hoops. 
Chatting with friends. Going for it. 
MATTERS. 

Because it matters. 

If it matters to you, it matters to us. Your future. A path to 
a career you love. Pursuit of your passion. Whatever it is, 
it’s all here. Seneca has the programs, professors and an 
abundance of learning opportunities to help you succeed.  

becauseitmatters.ca

The first time I came to Cana-
da, in Grade 9, I couldn’t help but  
notice the huge differences between 
the education here and in my home 
country of Mexico. These are caused 
by cultural and policy variations, and 
make the whole learning experience 
something completely new for inter-
national students in this country.

In my school back home, there 
were almost 1000 students in my 
semester. In every class, students 
mostly co-existed with different 
people. Few of us knew each other 
well, even though we were in the 
same grade. The advantage of this 
was that I was able to meet lots of 
people; however, quickly, it became 
overwhelming, almost alienating. 

Here at Pickering College, I have 
around 60 people in my grade 
(the average class size is 18 to 20  
students), so it is something that 
allows us to know each other in a 
more personal way. I believe that this  
permits us to forge stronger relation-
ships that may well endure a lifetime.  

Another difference that I was able 
to notice is that, in Mexico, many 
subjects require a lot of memoriza-
tion. As a result, most of my class-
mates were not interested at all in 
many of our classes. I am convinced 
this was the main reason. Con-
versely, at Pickering College, critical 
thinking is considered of superior 
importance. This allows students to 
understand the curriculum in much 
greater depth, and to really engage 
in reasoning and learning. When 
you are able to fully comprehend the 
main ideas of a topic and to associ-
ate these with your own experiences, 
learning is much more absorbing and 
satisfying.

However, to be frank, what shocked 
me the most about my education at 
Pickering College is that students 
may pick most of their subjects in 
Grades 11 and 12. In my school in 
Mexico, where I returned for Grades 
10 and 11, my choices were limited.  
When I returned to Pickering College 
for Grade 12, I learned that we are 
able to pick our classes, which gives 
us the advantage to learn about the 
topics that are truly of interest; this 
definitely prepares us for university, 
to live a life of prudent decision-mak-
ing and the pursuit of one’s passions.

I want to conclude by saying that 
the education system at Pickering 
College has made a very positive 
impression on me. The significantly 
smaller number of students, the im-
portance given to critical thinking and 
the fact that we are able to choose 
meaningful classes are completely 
different to what I had grown familiar; 
and it has been quite an adventure 
so far! My experience has certainly 
made it clear to me why so many 
students from so many nationalities 
want to learn and live here in Canada 
at Pickering College.

holiday heroes is a program that has been 
in place at St. Andrew’s College in Aurora for 
eight years where the school community pro-
vides support to local families in Aurora and 
Newmarket that are in need during the holiday 
season.  

Melissa Tackaberry is the Outreach  
Coordinator at the school that gives support 
to the students with this program. She helps  
coordinate with York Region Children’s Aid  
Society to obtain a list of low income families in 
the community that are in need of help.  

Every single student at St. Andrew’s  
College is involved in Holiday Heroes, but there  are  
approximately fifteen students who make up 
the Outreach Committee, consisting of stu-
dents from Grades 10 to 12.  The Committee 
organizes the processes of raising funds and 
gift-getting for needy families.  

The Children’s Aid Society provides the  
Outreach Committee with a list of families that 
are in need. The list is family by family with 
the age of the children and it is distributed to  
advisory groups in the school.  Each advisory 
group consists of nine to twelve students who 
get together to choose the families that they 
want to help.  St. Andrew’s supports approxi-
mately 230 needy families in the community  
every year at this time and they do not meet 
the families.

The organized process continues and once 
the families have been selected, there is a 
designated night assigned when the board-
ing students are bussed up to Upper Canada 
Mall where they do the shopping in a two-hour 
time period. Toys R Us gets into the giving 
back as well: ten percent of every purchase St.  
Andrew’s makes for Holiday Heroes goes back 

to the school for money that can be used to  
purchase for more needy families.  

The students apply in the spring to be on the 
Outreach Committee for the following school 
year and they love doing it. 

“It’s nice to know we are supporting these 
families who are not as fortunate as we are” 

said Mark Mackey.  
The students raise the money for the  

Holiday Heroes program themselves through 
dress down days and also through student 
contribution. They start organizing and raising 
money in September and the program has a big 
impact at the school. 

Leslie Humphrey of the York Region  

Children’s Aid Society is very grateful for the 
contribution that St. Andrew’s makes. 

“It is truly overwhelming what comes from St. 
Andrew’s” said Humphrey. “When the families 
come into Children’s Aid Society to pick up their 
packages, it is a humbling experience.  These  
families would not have a Christmas if they did 

not receive these donations.” 
The Holday season is stressful for most  

people let alone people who just do not have 
the means to provide extras.  

It is the season of giving and what better gift 
is there than giving to those in need.  

n WrittEN By chriS McgOWaN

Education 
in canada, 
eh?

By 
AlejAndrA 
CebAllos, 
GrAde 12 
from PiCkerinG 
ColleGe.

young Blood for life 

Earlier this year, Sands noticed while 
watching the news that the blood supply in 
Canada is extremely low.  “It has dropped to 
a three day supply” said Sands.  And with this 
news, she felt the need to do something. She 
emailed Canadian Blood Services and they 
told her about Young Blood for Life, which 
reaches out to schools in Canada to make 
sure everyone is aware of the need for blood 
donations and they also encourage youth to 
donate with a National Challenge.   
The main focus of the program is to obtain 
more blood donors through high school aged 
youth and for the youth to also encourage oth-
er donors. This program has been success-
ful in the past and it is with the involvement 
of the student leaders in the schools across 
Canada that resulted in more than 35,000 
teenagers giving blood last year alone. The 
National Challenge winner, of course, would 
be the school that has the highest number of 
donors and recruitment of donors. The real 
winners are the people that will receive the 
blood donations.  
At this time of year, people give for others. It 
is the season for giving and monetary dona-
tions to Canadian Blood Services and other 
needy organizations can be made. 
“Money can be raised, but often teenagers 

can only give so much” said Sands. Every-
one has blood. And yes, everyone needs 
blood as well.  
Sands recalls that her family has always do-
nated blood regularly. 
“I feel it is the right thing to do.” And so with 
this family tradition in mind, Sands encourag-
es others to donate.  
The Young Blood for Life blood donation day 
at Aurora High will be held on March 5th, 
2015, but donations can be made anytime 
under the Aurora High name. On March 5th, 
a school bus will come to the school and 
pick up the students that are donating blood.  
Most of the students able to give will likely be 
grade 12 students as there is a height and 
weight criteria that needs to be met in order 
to donate. These students will be taken to 
the Aurora Legion where the Canadian Blood 
Services will have a donation site set up.  
Sand’s contribution to coordinate this blood 
donation effort is a gift in itself. Along with the 
Canadian Blood Services, Young Blood for 
Life, she would like to encourage your dona-
tion on or before March 5th.  
Charitable efforts to help others do not go un-
recognized at this time of year, or any time. It 
is the season for giving.  

 n WrittEN By chriS McgOWaN

HOLIDAY HEROES

Grade Twelve Aurora High School student Renee Sands has been organiz-
ing and working with Young Blood for Life, which is a program run by the  
Canadian Blood Services.  

905-726-4132
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Tigers end home stand on a 
positive note against OJHL rivals

By Jake Courtepatte

With two games on the schedule last 
week, Aurora’s Junior A Tigers looked 
to get back to their winning ways after 
suffering their first back-to-back losses 
since mid-September.

The losses have come without the 
help of  four key Tigers players, out 
of  OJHL action until after Christmas 
while at the World Junior A Challenge 
in Saskatchewan.

Facing the Newmarket Hurricanes 
on home ice on Friday, the Tigers 
went down early on a goal by Mitchell 
Duggan, traded from Aurora to 
Newmarket last month.

While a first-period marker by 
Cameron Morrison tied the game 
at one, that would be the closest the 
Tigers would get to a lead.

Newmarket added two more in each 
of  the final two periods, taking the 
game by a final score of  5 – 1.

Visiting the next night were the 
Trenton Golden Hawks, sitting second 
behind the Tigers in league standings.

This time it was the Tigers who drew 
first blood, when Daniel Mantenuto 
picked up a powerplay goal with time 
running out in the first period.

They doubled the lead just thirty 
seconds into the second, as Morrison’s 
feed from behind the net was one-
timed by defenceman Eric Williams, 
deflecting off  a stick and in.

After the Hawks cut the lead in half  
in the second, Mantenuto once again 
found the back of  the net off  helpers 
from Nicholas Erb and Nolan Dunn, 
the sixth and seventh Tigers to get on 
the scoresheet that night.

“Everyone has really put themselves 
in a role to step up without the big 
guys there,” said Mantenuto after the 
game. “It’s hard to fill those roles, 
but everyone’s trying to be more of  a 
leader.”

With time winding down and a 
two-goal lead, Johnny Curran picked 
the short side of  the net with a hard 
wrister from a sharp angle, which 
should have sealed the game.

However, the shot went in and out 
too quickly for the referees to take 
notice, culminating in a Trenton goal 
at the other end of  the ice.

Fortunately, goaltender Andy 
Munroe, who had made some circus 
saves earlier in the evening, did not let 

the Hawks get any closer and Keaton 
Ratcliffe buried an empty-netter.

Munroe was stellar between the 
pipes for the Tigers, making 34 of  36 
stops against the highest scoring team 
in the OJHL.

“He’s been unreal all year,” said 
Mantenuto. “He makes us feel so safe 
when he’s in net.”

After losing three straight while 
undermanned, the Tigers seemed to 
play a consistent, confident game on 
Saturday, something fans have seen 
much of  this season.

“Honestly, we’re not changing 
much,” said Mantenuto. “We’re 
playing the same system, same type 
of  game, just everyone’s chipping in 
more.”

Following a match against the 
St. Michael’s Buzzers in Toronto 
Wednesday, the Tigers’ schedule has 
been compressed to fit in three games 
over the weekend, at home Friday 
against the Toronto Jr. Canadiens 
before hitting the road Saturday and 
Sunday to face the Orangeville Flyers 
and Pickering Panthers, respectively.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

A & F Hair Elite

In the Aurora Shopping Centre Next to No Frills 

Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  • Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~

Merry Christmas from all of us at 
A & F Hair Elite- 

Alfredo, Frank, Domenic, Pasquale, 
Sandy, Mario, Anna, Teresa, 
Louise, Josie and Raffaela.
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St. Andrew’s College Saints near top of 
CISAA hockey standings through first month

By Jake Courtepatte

Last year’s CISAA champions are 
looking to prove their dominance once 
again this season, doing so in a brand 
new, state-of-the-art on-campus arena.

The First Hockey Saints took to the ice 
at the LaBrier Family Arena for their fifth 
league game of  the season last Wednesday, 
playing host to the Ridley College Tigers.

After a scoreless opening period, it 
was the Saints who found the back of  
the net first, with Aurora-native Quentin 
Campbell notching his first league goal of  
the season in the second period.

While the St. Andrew’s squad peppered 
the Tigers’ net with shot after shot, 
Ridley’s Christian Girhiny managed to 
tie the game at one, less than a minute 
into the third period.

It was St. Andrew’s Mitchell Martan 
that broke open the scoring with less than 
ten minutes to play, scoring two goals to 
guarantee a Saint’s victory, their third of  
the year.

While Saints goaltender Matthew 
Galajda made a remarkable 28 stops on 
29 shots, Ridley’s Evan DeBrouwer was 

Continued on page 14

The Aurora Tiger’s celebrate Daniel Mantenuto’s third period goal in Saturday’s 4 - 2 win over the Tren-
ton Golden Hawks.                                         Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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FARM FRESH TURKEYS

16225 Jane St., Kettleby 905-727-0023

Pies, Turkey Products, Eggs, Honey, Tarts & Cookies Available

ROUND THE BEND FARM

13 TO 25+ LBS.
$3.35 per pound
Available for pick-up

Tuesday, December 23  ~ 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 24 ~ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

for Christmas!
Order
today!

YOUR LOCAL FORD LINCOLN DEALER
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15815 Yonge Street, Aurora
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Richmond Hill, and Newmarket.
After a few years, the team moved to 

Fleury Park, down the street from the old 
Aurora Memorial Arena.

In 1967, the same year the Aurora 
Community Centre replaced the burned-
down rink, the ASC started the Aurora 
Minor Soccer Association, providing 
opportunities for over 400 boys to play 
soccer.

They would hold this position for seven 
years, until the minor organization split 
off  to become what is known today as the 
Aurora Youth Soccer Club (AYSC).

The 1970s saw outstanding success for 
the ASC’s two primary men’s teams, the 
United and the Rangers, earning several 
league titles throughout the decade.

As the club grew in population and 
skill, their basic amenities had to be 
improved and refurbished.

With the club at the top of  its game, 
Geering recalls the year that the club 
was finally required to provide a fenced-
in park.

“I remember Ben (Steenhorst), myself, 
and a couple of  other guys would go to 
the town to pick up some picket fences so 
we could say we had a fenced park. So, we 
used to put the fence up, and take it down 
after every game.”

The trials and tribulations that went 
into building the organization from the 
ground-up are not forgotten by its early 
members.

In 1984, the club was approached by 
then-Councillor John West, as Chair of  
Aurora’s Leisure Services Board, with 
an offer of  4.5 acres of  land on Industrial 
Parkway South.

Although the property had no hydro, 
water or sewage, after a few meetings the 
club decided to go for it. 

They signed a lease for a minimal 
fee, opting with the name Alliance Park, 

known today as Highland Park.
With fundraising now a priority, the 

first major issue came in the slope of  the 
land, much too uneven for soccer.

The members were able to convince a 
construction company to grade the land 
for $20,000, and the organization had its 
playing ground.

Paul Dunbar, vice-president of  the 
ASC, recalls one of  Steenhorst’s stories 
surrounding the new park.

“You had to be within ‘X’ amount of  
distance from a fire hydrant. So they 
went and borrowed a hydrant, dug a hole 
and stuck it in the ground…things were 
different in those days.”

To this day, Geering approximates 
$900,000 being put into the club and park 
over its history.

“We just want to let the new folk in 
town what it’s all about,” said Geering. 
“It’s been a lot of  effort over the years.”

The club’s ultimate claim-to-fame was 
the 2001 Ontario Cup win by the Hearts, 
eventually taking the third-place bronze 
medal at the Challenge Cup on the 
national stage.

Although eleven teams are currently 
playing out of  the organization, the club 
maintains its non-profit status, even 
raising extra funds for charities in the 
area.

Dunbar has been with the organization 
for only eight years, but he appreciates 
the hard work and dedication it took to 
build the Aurora Soccer Club into what 
it is today.

“I think it’s a huge part of  the heritage 
of  Aurora, having something that’s been 
there and thrived so well for so long. It 
says something about the community. I 
hope it’s there for many, many years to 
come.”

With files from Dave Geering.

Aurora Soccer Club celebrates 60 years of hard work and success
By Jake Courtepatte

In 1954, a group of  Dutch immigrants 
came together to lay the foundation of  
the Aurora Soccer Club.

Dick Brom, aided by Martin Nabuurs, 
became the first president of  the 
organization, with brothers Martin and 
Ted Dol also becoming heavily involved 
in the club’s early days. 

These are just some of  the names that 
had a hand in the formation of  the Aurora 
Soccer Club (ASC), which is celebrating 
its 60th anniversary this year. 

It is an organization built literally 

from the ground up.
In those early days, home games were 

played on Saturday afternoons at Town 
Park, and at St. Andrew’s College when 
Town Park was unavailable.

For these die-hard soccer fans, the 
season didn’t end with the coming of  
winter. Instead, training took place in the 
basement of  Wells Street Public School 
during the winter months, on a concrete 
floor.

Joining the Newmarket and District 
Soccer League (NDSL), the club played 
against the likes of  teams representing 
Barrie, Midland, Collingwood, Stouffville, 

equally impressive stopping 54 of  the 57 
pucks the Saints put on net.

“We threw a lot at the net, but they’ve 
got a great goaltender,” said head coach 
David Manning. “He made it difficult on 
us for sure.”

Prior to Wednesday’s win, the Saints 
had lost their last two CISAA matchups 
over the course of  busy weekend at S.A.C. 
at the end of  November.

The First Hockey team played a 
marathon three games over the course 
of  just over 24 hours, shutting out St. 
Michael’s College before succumbing to 
New York’s Nichols School and Appleby 
College, 4 – 2 and 5 – 4, respectively.

The fatigue certainly did not find its 
way to the Saints sticks, outshooting 

their opponents in both losses, including 
45 shots on net against Appleby.

But Manning said it was just “one of  
those days”.

“Sometimes things just don’t go your 
way. You’ve got to look past it and move 
on.”

Despite a mediocre 3-2 record in CISAA 
action this season, an overall record 
of  17-3-2, including exhibitions and 
tournaments, gives much more credit to 
the talented team.

“Our league is competitive,” said 
Manning. “We play 55 games, so you’re 
not going to win them all.” 

S.A.C.’s premier hockey club is 
now heading to St. Sebastian’s School 
just outside of  Boston for a weekend 
tournament from Dec. 19-21, a tournament 
they have won the last two years.

FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and proerty issues arising from  
separating families. A practitioner of  
Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

SAC team headed to Boston for pre-holiday hockey
From page 1
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Saturday, December 20  at 3:30 PM and 8PM 

at Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora...79 Victoria Street.

 

Our annual holiday concert filled with good cheer, all your favourite 

carols and theever-popular audience sing-a-long with full symphony 

orchestra accompaniment.  

Bring the family along for this delightful winter concert at the 

Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora.  Two performances.

Tickets:  Adults $28, Seniors $23, Students $15

Call York Symphony at (416) 410-0860
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Gilles Tomasso 
Mobile Mortgage Specialist 
416-580-6840 
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Feel more in control of your  
future with sound financial  
advice. Talk to an RBC advisor. 
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Canadian music icons take the stage at the Aurora Cultural Centre in 2015
By Brock Weir

At the age of  23, being a part of  Art 
Garfunkel’s opening act was a formative 
experience for musician John Sheard.

When the future Canadian music 
icon Dan Hill came out with his hit 
Sometimes When We Touch in the late 
1970s, he needed a pianist to join him 
on tour where he was due to open for 
Garfunkel for 40 shows.

“Dan, more than anybody in my 
musical life, has been an influence 
and responsible for my moving up and 
upping my game musically because he is 
a perfectionist and a hard working guy,” 
says Mr. Sheard.

Mr. Sheard of  CBC’s Vinyl Café, a 
popular mainstay at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, will share the stage once again 
with Mr. Hill this spring as part of  “The 
Great Reunion” concert series.

“The Great Reunion”, which is 
returning to the Aurora Cultural Centre 
for the second year, is the brainchild of  
Mr. Sheard and this year he is bringing 
out the big guns of  Canadian music for 
his three-concert series, beginning with 
Sylvia Tyson on Friday, January 30. 

Award winning blues musician Chris 
Whitely performs on Saturday, May 2, 
while Dan Hill rounds out the series on 
Friday, June 12. 

“I have played with Sylvia in a couple 
of  contexts on two consecutive records 
with her, and it was just so easy and a lot 
of  fun musically,” Mr. Sheard tells The 
Auroran while in tour with the Vinyl 
Café in Saskatchewan. “She is such a 
great writer we thought she would be a 
perfect mix for this concert series. She 
is accessible and we can have some fun 
with her.”

It wasn’t tough to sell Ms. Tyson on 
the Aurora Cultural Centre, he adds. In 
putting a series like this together, the 
venue is always important to artists, 
and Mr. Sheard said the “welcoming 
atmosphere” of  the historic Church 
Street landmark is tough to beat – and 
the fact they “cared enough to put a real 
piano in there” sweetened the deal.

Also sweetening the deal? An 
opportunity for these veteran musicians 
to get out of  their comfort zones and try 
new things in a new venue.

“I have never done a live show with 
Sylvia, just her without Quartet,” says 
Mr. Sheard of  her regular band. “This is 
the first time I will have been able to play 
with her as a solo artist, so I am really 
looking forward to that. She is great. 
With Dan, it is always such fun to play 
with him because he doesn’t perform 
live very often at all these days.

“We have such a rapport together. 
We are just doing it, he and I, and we 
haven’t done that in eight or 10 years. 
I can almost walk onto a concert stage 
with Dan tomorrow without a rehearsal 
and we would be totally on our game, so 
that is the nice thing about playing with 
somebody for 40 years.

“With Chris Whitely, he is such a 
great guy, a great singer, and a great 
multi-instrumentalist. It has been such 
a long time I have played with him and 
doing the kind of  stuff  we will be doing. 
He normally does blues stuff, but not the 
Gershwin jazzy stuff  we are going to do.”

All of  the artists, he says, have their 
different strengths and are each a “blast” 
to play with, and this will come through 
to the audience. The audience, in turn, 
will see all of  these artists in situations 
they will likely never see again.

“You will never see Dan Hill and I 
together as a duo, he just doesn’t do 
that. You will never see Sylvia Tyson 
in this format, I guarantee it. Chris will 
be doing material from five or six years 
ago, and it will be unique for all of  these 
performers. I think the audience will be 
thrilled to hear all three of  these artists.

“They are all so totally different. For 
me, it will demand a different aspect of  
my abilities as a player. I don’t really 
know what is going to happen. It will 
all be great, but it is a little bit exciting 
for me because it is new to me too. They 
all demand a different aspect of  what I 
do, so I am looking forward to pushing 
myself  a little bit.”

Sylvia Tyson takes the stage at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre on January 30.                           Supplied photo
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EXPERIENCED MEAT 
CUTTERS and LA-
BOURERS wanted. Cut-
ting and deboning poultry 
products an asset. Labour-
ers, $11-$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. Apply 
to Abate Packers Ltd by 
email at: jobs@abatepack-
ers.com or by fax: 519-848-
2793.       

SERVICES

JAN WOODLANDS 
(2001) INC. lebelcambi-
um.com located in Bolton, 
is now hiring: Forklift Op-
erators. Permanent/Full 
Time/Days. Benefits in  
3 months. Experience & 
License required. Fax re-
sume: 905-951-8257, Attn: 
Stuart Robinson or email: 
srobinson@lebelcambi-
um.com

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

NEED 
EXTRA 

MONEY?
Give us a call.

Potential employment 
after the holiday

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        
905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY 
HOME CLEANING

REQUIRES
RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

Do you love to clean?
 • No evenings or weekends
 • Travel time paid
 • P/T & F/T positions available
 • Training provided 

Call 905-713-3651 
or email your resume to 

kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

COMING EVENTS

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Production Supervisors - 
Metal Forming
Shipping Supervisor - 
strong Computer skills
Millwright - Bolton - $29.00 / hr.
Licensed Electricians (309A)
Maintenance Mechanic - 
Afternoon Shift
MIG Welders - $15.35/h
Water Jet Operators - A shift
Metal Fabricators
CNC Operators / Programmers
Junior Plumber
Forklift Operators
Mechanical Assemblers - 
$13.25/hr.
General Labour - Outside - $15/hr.
General Labour - Odd Days

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Will Your Gas Furnace 
Withstand Winter?
Avoid the inconvenience and discomfort when your gas 
furnace breaks on the coldest day of winter. A Daikin 
Comfort Pro can offer options to keep your unit running, 
saving energy, and operating at peak performance. And be 
certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258
www.tholiver.com

come and do their walk and everything 
because we couldn’t get out of  our 
own driveway as our road hadn’t been 
plowed,” Ms. Gibson explains. “I didn’t 
get there until 7 p.m. that night, but the 
gentleman had nice neighbours who did 
his porch and some of  the sidewalks, 
so I was able to clear off  the end of  the 
driveway after the snow plows went by.

“This is better than going to the 
gym! It is good exercise, it is nice to be 
outside and meet another member of  
the community. If  you want to go and 
chat with the person you are helping 
out, you can meet somebody new. It is 
a combination that leaves you feeling 
good, you’re helping somebody while 
enjoying the outdoors and getting a 
little exercise.”

It is a ringing endorsement of  the 
program, and one Neighbourhood 
Network is trying to get out as winter 
rapidly approaches.

Their Winter Snow Removal Program 
matches volunteer snow shovellers 
with registered clients, notably seniors 
and persons with disabilities, who live 
close by, in Aurora, Newmarket and 
East Gwillimbury.

Matched volunteers are expected 
to clear snow within 24 hours after 
snowfalls exceed 10 centimetres, 
including snow from municipal 
sidewalks, a path to their front doors, 
and that pesky heap of  snow that winds 
up at the end of  driveways after the 
snow plows go by.

In Aurora, Neighbourhood Network 
says this need is a particularly urgent 
one as there is a particular lack of  
“repeat” snow shovellers from last year, 
and new clients coming on board for 

service.
“We have been going to all high 

schools in the area for volunteer 
fairs and making presentations in 
classrooms mainly for the Grade 9s 
and 10s who are just starting to learn 
about mandatory community service 
hours,” says Maggie of  Neighbourhood 
Network. “We do notice a lot of  Aurora 
areas are lacking. A lot of  people are in 
need.

“Volunteers can get up to their full 
40 hours in one winter as our winter 
season is quite long. The reward for the 
volunteer would not only be collecting 
their hours but helping somebody 
in need and feeling good about 
themselves.”

For more information on the 
program, call 905-726-3737 or email 
info@neighbourhoodnetwork.org.

From page 1

Merry Christmas
&  Happy New Year

From The Gathering Place
We invite you to:

 
Christmas in the Glory

With Joshua Mills
International Speaker & Musician Christmas Concert

Monday, Dec 22nd at 7:00 p.m.
 

Christmas Eve Service
7:30 pm

Christmas Carols & Message of Hope
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Watch Night Service

Word of the Lord - For 2015

Guests Dr Russ Moyer
International Apostle and Prophet

Eagle Worldwide Ministries
Refreshments 8:00 pm / Service at 9:00 pm

Optional bowling after midnight
 

Sunday Morning Services at 10:30 am
Monday Nights 7:00 pm

 
Come in person or watch live  online

www.tgpoa.com  905 841-0817
 

The Gathering Place of Aurora
210 Edward Street, Aurora

(Inside Gateway Lanes)

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
The York Symphony Orchestra’s annual holiday 

concert returns to Trinity Anglican Church in Aurora for 
two performances today. The concerts feature a blend of  
holiday music performed by the full orchestra – traditional 
carols, popular songs, a touch of  the classics and, of  
course, the annual carol sing-a-long. Music director Denis 
Mastromonaco has made a few exciting changes this year, 
but promises long-time fans their perennial favourites like 
Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride and A Christmas Festival are 
still on the program. This year’s guests: soprano Jennifer 
Tung and tenor Jonathan Sandberg, along with young 
soprano Marina Salis performing a special arrangement 
of  Frozen’s “Let it Go.” Concerts are at 3.30 p.m. and 8 p.m. 

and tickets may be purchased at the door, or by calling 416-
410-0860.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Aurora United Church will host two Christmas Eve 

services for their parishioners today at Aurora High School. 
The first service, the Family Service, will get underway at 
5 p.m. in the school’s auditorium followed at 8 p.m. by the 
traditional Candlelight Communion Service.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
The Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion will 

host a Progressive Euchre tournament today beginning 
at 1 p.m. $5 entry per person, includes cash prizes and fun 
games. Come on out for a great day of  cards! The Royal 

Canadian Legion is located at 105 Industrial Parkway 
North.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2015
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

* * * *
The Aurora Legion hosts the 2015 President’s Levee 

today at 11 a.m. Meet, greet and enjoy the great comradeship! 
Lunch is served at 1 p.m. Tickets are $7 per person and 
everyone is welcome. The Royal Canadian Legion is located 
at 105 Industrial Parkway North.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
The Aurora Public Library presents Money Talk$: Your 

Personal Investment Plan – The Status of  our Investment 
Plan at 7 p.m. in the Magna Room. Money Talk$ is a free 
monthly discussion and education group to share unbiased 
experience and knowledge in economics and financial 
planning. The presentation will be followed by a group 
discussion. Money Talk$ takes a macroeconomic view of  
market risks and market opportunities, oriented towards 
those interested in learning about self-directed investing. 
Meetings take place the first Wednesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m. To pre-register, contact the Library’s Adult 
Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora will host its monthly 

meeting today at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) today from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The guest 
speaker this month is a travel agent from Marlin Travel. 
For more information, call program chair Cliff  White at 
905-841-2421. New members are welcome. For more about 
membership, contact Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or join at 
the meeting.

* * * * 
A new support group for moms in York Region launches 

today at 9.15 a.m. at 6 Hawking Court, Newmarket. Offered 
by Michaela McDonnell, Transformational Success Coach 
and mother of  three, she is well aware of  the pressures 
faced by new mothers. Having suffered emotionally with 
depression and physically with illness when her children 
were small, she feels excited at the prospect of  opening 

this service to other moms looking for friendship, support 
and reliable techniques to enhance their experience of  
motherhood. The group will learn how to release stress 
and anxiety using state-of-the-art coaching techniques 
while learning how to use quick and easy visualizations, 
breathing techniques and meditations to create a better 
environment for mom and baby. For more information, call 
289-231-4353.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents their 

annual Robbie Burns Dinner tonight with cocktails 
beginning at 5 p.m. and dinner served at 6 p.m. Enjoy an 
evening of  bagpipes, Scottish music and dancing. Enjoy 
haggis, roast beef, tatties and neeps, and Yorkshire pudding. 
Silent auction. Performance by the White Heather Pipes 
and Drums. Live music by Aurora’s own classic rock band 
Dalayne Drive. Tickets are $40 per person and on sale now 
from the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway 
North) or from any band members. For more information, 
email tomkatbrowne@yahoo.ca.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
The Canadian Federation of  University Women Aurora/

Newmarket meets at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) at 7.15 p.m. Senior team member 
Gary Ryan will speak about innovation and expansion and 
other highlights at Southlake Regional Health Centre. All 
are welcome. For more information, call Judy Craig at 905-
895-8713 or visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.com. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
The Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir will play Trinity 

Anglican Church tonight in a concert benefiting Welcome 
Table. The concert gets underway at 7.30 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.welshchoir.ca. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

Aurora/Newmarket meets at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) at 7.15 p.m. Dr. Hans Martin, 
atmospheric physicist and local beekeeper will speak about 
bees, climate and the environment. Honey for sale! All are 
welcome. For more information, call Judy Craig at 905-895-
8713 or visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.com. 

HELP WANTED fOR 
ALL DEPARTMENTS. 
Call Centra: 905-713-6666. 
24 Orchard Hts. Blvd. 

Advertise 
in 

THE 
AURORAN

CLASSIFIEDS 

905-727-3300

Snow removal program short Aurora shovellers

Leslie Gibson
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NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there when they do... 
ADVERTISE in THE AURORAN AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 

905-727-3300  Ext.102

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

DEMOLITION/EXCAVATION

LANDSCAPING

PIANO LESSONSPAINTER

CREMATION

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE AND APPLIANCES

WATERMOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANERS

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

Need a hole dug?
Water Proofing?
Trenches?
If the job’s too big for a 
shovel & wheelbarrow CALL ME...

1-877-250-2993
D E M O L I T I O N  •  E X C A V A T I O N  2179959 Ontario Inc.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

RENOVATIONS

From page 8

From page 5

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Bathroom & Kitchen Accessories

I have had quite a month. 
I was getting all ready for my 

impending knee replacement surgery, 
leaving little time for anything other than 
essential preparations. I was scheduled 
for my operation at the hospital early in 
the morning on Tuesday, November 4.  
So, of  course, on the weekend just prior 
to my surgery, our bathroom sprung a 
leak. 

When we went to shut off  the water, 
the shut-off  valves leaked too.  So much 

for our well-planned weekend activities. 
Taps, sink, shut-off  valves, drain and 
hours of  installation woes later, we had 
the leaks fixed. Ready to get back to work 
getting ready to go into the hospital for 
surgery! 

No such luck. 
The next odyssey we embarked on 

was finishing doing the laundry. I’m sure 
you guessed by now, the plumbing Gods 
shone upon us once again. Water all over 
the laundry room floor. The washing 
machine was leaking. No time to fix now 
as I was hours away from being admitted 
into the hospital for 4 to 5 days.

Well, here we go. I’m at the hospital 
for my 8 a.m. scheduled appointment 
and everything goes like clockwork. I 
am admitted on time, given an epidural 
freezing below the waist and within a 
few hours I have a new knee! No pain 
(yet) as I recover in post-op. 

Later that afternoon, I am moved to 
my room where I would remain until 
Friday, if  everything goes as planned.

My good wife, Susan, who has waited 
patiently during my operation, post-op 

Health Care can be 
bad for your Health!

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim Abram

still collecting gifts, but monetary 
donations are the easiest thing 
because then we can decide what we 
need and put it forward,” says Lion 
Jim Bondy.

Last year, the Lions Christmas 
Drive assisted 204 families in Aurora 
alone, but they estimate the number 
will close in around 220 in 2014.

“For years, the Aurora Lions had 
their own program where we supplied 
the food, the gifts, the gift cards all 
ourselves,” he says. “Now we only have 
about 18 members and probably half  
of  them aren’t around at Christmas, as 
they go south. We realised we couldn’t 

do this whole thing alone, so that is 
why we partnered with the Salvation 
Army to get this done. Aurora is quite 
an affluent society, but once you get 
underneath that, there are a lot of  
people who really need help.”

One group that especially needs 
your help are teens who often get 
the short end of  the stick as far as 
donations are concerned. While there 
are rarely any shortages of  gifts 
for kids under the age of  10, the big 
question remains each year: what do 
you give a teenager?

For more information on how you 
can contribute to the Lions Campaign, 
call the club at 905-727-6079.

The process is highly flawed and 
needs to change.  Full stop.

Going forward, I believe that we 
should take a closer look at what 

happens at the meetings of  Regional 
Council. Get engaged, get involved.  

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town. 

POLITICS AS USUAL

respite and ultimate move to my room, 
has been a pillar of  strength through 
this whole ordeal. But, now she has to 
go home to a house without a washing 
machine. Not good news at any time, 
let alone when she has to deal with my 
medical situation.

Back to the story of  my experiences at 
the hospital. 

I was in tremendous pain for the first 
24 hours after my surgery. I complained 
bitterly but my complaints fell on deaf  
ears. I’m just another needy patient they 
must have thought. Finally, I asked one 
of  the nurses what pain killers I was on. 
Many people I had talked to had been 
given morphine drips or other various 
tablets to control pain. I was advised 
that painkillers were not on my chart so 
none were given! 

I immediately asked to see the 
surgeon, the anesthetist and the blood 
work specialist who attended at surgery 
and all three confirmed they had 
prescribed painkillers. But, I didn’t get 
any because this information didn’t 
make it to my chart. I’m glad I got that 
fixed. 

I then wondered why, out of  the 
multitude of  menu items offered, I was 
only allowed to have boiled chicken 
breast.  It turns out that my chart 
indicated I was a Type 1 diabetic. 

I am not a Type 1 diabetic. That not 
only cut out half  of  the menu, they tried 
to give me insulin which I have never 
needed.  

My blood glucose levels were 
measured every couple of  hours and 
were in the normal range, yet this fact 
was ignored. Chart fixed? Not yet. My 
chart also indicated I was allergic to soy 
beans so that cut out the other half  of  
the menu. I couldn’t even have a salad. 
I am not allergic to soy beans. So, once 
this error was fixed, I was given food 
choices. 

This only took three days to resolve.  
At least I lost some weight.

It turns out that buying a new washing 
machine is not a simple task. Too many 
decisions to make on price, quality, 
function and retailer choices. Well, this 
chapter of  the story ends with a new 
washing machine, a new dryer, a new 
laundry tub and taps and shut-off  valves 

(yes, again I need to replace everything). 
While we’re at it, we decided to retile 

the floor, install a tile backsplash and 
paint the room. Time for a professional 
as this job is too big for me with only one 
leg to stand on. 

So, my good friend Lee, who is a 
reliable contractor, and good friend I 
met at our Aurora Seniors’ Centre, is in 
our laundry room as I write, working 
way on this project. 

Lee is currently installing the new 
sub-floor and my knee hurts just 
listening to his drilling and sawing as 
this brings back vivid memories of  my 
operation.  

Well, that is this week’s rant from 
me. 

Thanks to Paul and Cherie for 
visiting me in the hospital. Thanks to 
all of  you who phoned me to show your 
support and boost my spirits. Thanks 
to Lee for coming to help us on such 
short notice. See you soon at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 

Still time to help Lions Club’s holiday drive
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