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ON OCTOBER 27, 2014

Battle over business as mayoral candidates 
take the stage in first debate

By Brock Weir

It was standing room only as Aurora’s two mayoral 
candidates Geoffrey Dawe and John Gallo went head-to-head in 
the first mayoral debate of  the 2014 election. 

Hosted by the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce and moderated 
by Javed Kahn, it was standing room only as many Aurora 
residents had their first encounters with the two mayoral 
candidates and the majority of  the 28 candidates vying for 
Council positions.

With a format tailored to address Aurora’s business needs, 
Mr. Gallo was the first to step up to the microphone to address 
the crowds, after winning a game of  Rock, Paper, Scissors 
against Mr. Dawe.

“Here is what Aurorans are dreaming about: more job 
opportunities closer to home; college opportunities; trendier 
restaurants; a more involved downtown core; a five-star hotel; 
a better downtown core,” he said. “Those Auroran aspirations 
have been transformed into Imagine Aurora 2030, a citizens’ 
comprehensive 10-point plan to make Aurora one of  the best 

places to live, work, play and shop in Canada.”
Although he said the full plan will be released to the public 

on October 1, Mr. Gallo re-iterated the first two planks of  the 
plan, which he previously announced this spring at his official 
campaign launch. These include a citizens’ task force to focus 
on the Yonge and Wellington corridors and to bring a new hotel 
and conference centre into Town.

“The citizens of  Aurora have told me they want a quality 
hotel and convention centre, and I have listened,” he said. “I 
will lead the charge to bring a new Aurora Convention Centre 
to our town. Over the past year, I have been working with two 
international convention centre developers and they have both 
come to me and declared their interest. That is very exciting. 
The citizens of  Aurora told me they want a downtown core to 
be proud of: more foot traffic and outdoor patios, and I have 
listened. I will develop a downtown revitalization strategy, I 
will develop a task force within the first 60 days of  taking office 
made up of  citizens. This task force will present to Council 
the Downtown Revitalization Strategy of  how to implement 

Parents step up with $5 million 
gift to make new SAC arena  
a reality

York Region students say 
#yeswewill to making 
cyberbullying history

By Angela Gismondi 

St. Andrew’s College (SAC) celebrated the opening of  its 
new arena at the school’s annual homecoming festivities 
Saturday. 

The La Brier Family Arena, a 50,000-square-foot facility 
which took 18 months to complete, officially opened its doors 
to the school community and the public. Located on the SAC 
campus in Aurora, it includes an NHL-sized ice surface, 
seating capacity for 800-plus spectators, five change rooms 
and a concession stand. The $13-million multiuse facility is 
more than just an arena, housing a club room and catering 
kitchen, indoor dry land training area, an athletic therapy 
treatment centre and a 6,000-square- foot, two-storey weight 
training space. 

To mark the grand opening of  the complex Saturday, 
guests were invited to lace up their skates and try out the 
new ice surface and three alumni hockey games followed by 

By Brock Weir

Over 300 students from across York Region will descend 
on Aurora this Monday to say they have had enough of  
cyberbullying and they’re not going to take it anymore. 

The York Region District School Board and York Catholic 
District School Board are joining forces for the launch of  
#yeswewill, a hashtag that will bring awareness of  cyberbullying 
right into the heart of  the problem. The campaign kicks off  
Monday morning at Aurora High School and will be the first in 
a series of  events designed to raise awareness of  cyberbullying, 
decrease the number of  incidents faced by students, and to 
form a network to “change the culture” of  cyberbullying.

According to Allan Hoyle, Superintendent of  Schools 
(Operations) for the York Region District School Board 
(YRDSB), the #yeswewill campaign stems out of  research 
that suggests traditional bullying, “the one-on-one stuff,” has 
actually “plateaued” in terms of  the number of  incidents. That 

Large 
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Tribal • Cartise • Red  Coral • Columbia. 
Michael Kors • FDJ and so much more..

Aurora Shopping Centre 
14800 Yonge St.  905.726-4063
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AND THEY’RE OFF! A full slate of Aurora’s Mayoral and Council candidates were on hand to meet and answer questions 
from the public last Wednesday at the Royal Canadian Legion, hosted by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce. Two further 
all-candidates meetings have been scheduled for October. Please see Page 3 for details. Pictured above are (back row) 
Harold Kim, David Heard, Michael Thompson, Arshad Desai, Paul Pirri, Tom Plamondon, Jim Abram, Geoffrey Dawe and 
Ian Clark. (Middle Row) James Hoyes, Wendy Gaertner, Mark Etwell, Frank Vrbanatz, Jeff Thom, Tom Mrakas, Terri Briggs, 
Bob Chapman and Michael Ney. (Front Row) Greg Cook, Carl Barrett, Svetla Topouzova, Anthony Pullano, John Abel, 
Linda Stephens, Barb Barker, and John Gallo. (Not pictured, although in attendance for the meeting) Evelyn Buck, Roy 
Cohen, Sandra Humfryes, and Alice Lalas.                      Auroran photo by David Falconer
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The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Election information can be viewed 
online at www.aurora.ca/vote2014

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. Have 
your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

Voter Eligibility

You are eligible to vote, if on October 27, 2014:
• You are a Canadian citizen
• You are at least 18 years of age
• You reside in Aurora or you or your spouse are the 

owner or tenant of land in Aurora
• You are not prohibited from voting by law

Identification

You must bring proper identification with you to your voting 
location. If you are on the Voters’ List the identification must 
show your name and address only. There are many documents 
that can be used to show your name and address, including:

• An Ontario driver’s licence
• An Ontario health card
• A mortgage, lease or rental agreement
• An insurance policy
• A credit card statement
• A bill for hydro, water, gas, telephone or cable television

If you are not on the Voters’ List you will need a combination 
of identification that shows you are a Canadian Citizen, 18 
years old, a resident or owner of property in Aurora and a 
photo. There are many combinations of documents that can 
use, including:

• A Canadian Passport and an Ontario driver’s licence
• A Canadian, provincial or territorial birth certificate and 

an Ontario driver’s licence
• A Canadian Passport and a mortgage, lease or rental 

agreement
• A Canadian Citizenship Card and a credit card bill or 

bank statement

Additions and Amendments to the Voters’ List

If an eligible voter in your household has not received a voter 
card, or your information is not correct, please direct them to 
Aurora Town Hall, located at 100 John West Way, to have their 
name added to the list. 

Advance Voting

Advance voting is available at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
located at 90 John West Way on the following days:

Saturday, October 11 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, October 12 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, October 18 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, October 19 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, October 20 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, October 21 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, October 22 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Phone: 905-727-1375
Email: info@aurora.ca
Hours: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca/vote2014

Citizen Budget 

Provide your input for a chance to win 
an iPad Air*!

The Town of Aurora would like your feedback on service levels, to 
consider as part of the annual budget process.

Aurora’s Citizen Budget online survey puts you in the driver’s seat, 
allowing you to make recommendations on how much money 
should be budgeted across a variety of municipal service areas.

Simply visit aurora.citizenbudget.com to complete a brief survey 
and see how your budgeting choices affect your property taxes. 

The Citizen Budget survey will be available until November 30. It 
is open to Aurora residents only; one survey per person.

*For more information, full contest details and access to the 
survey, please visit www.aurora.ca/citizenbudget or go to the 
Town of Aurora homepage at www.aurora.ca

ReMindeR

Curbside Collection Reminder

Please be advised that all waste and 
recycling must be set out at the curb 
by 7 a.m. on your specific collection 
day or the night before after 4:30 
p.m. Collection vehicles will NOT 
return for items set out late. To 
view your specific collection day, 
please refer to Aurora’s 2014 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling 
Calendar or visit 
www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling

 

WHAt’S HAPPening

Dinner and a Movie

Rio 2  (Rated G)

Where: Aurora Public Library

When: Saturday, September 27
 7 p.m to 9 p.m.

Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds

Price: Entry is $3 per person 
 and pizza will be served.

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121

Seeking Volunteers for Haunted Forest

The Town of Aurora is looking for enthusiastic, professional and 
engaging volunteers for our spook-tackular Haunted Forest event 
on Saturday, October 25.

Volunteers are needed for pumpkin carving, event set-up and tear 
down, display participant, children’s craft and more.

Please contact Shelley Ware at sware@aurora.ca or call 
905-726-4762.

We need your input for the Town’s Sign By-Law 
Review

The Town of Aurora’s Building and By-law Services department is 
in the process of reviewing the Town’s Temporary and Permanent 
Sign By-laws. The objective of the project is to respond to 
business and community needs and increase customer service 
through changes to the By-law. The Town welcomes your 
comments   and suggestions. 

Please fill out the feedback form located at 
www.aurora.ca/signbylawreview and send it by mail, fax or 
e mail to abazar@aurora.ca

Upcoming events at Aurora Public Library

Consciousness: Mixed Media Installation

With a mutual passion for colour and design, Sue Foerster 
and Lilian Ghazarian play with pigment, form and medium, 
expressing the energy within our collective realities in this 
unique and engaging installation. On exhibit in the Colleen 
Abbott Gallery from September 22 to November 2.

Culture Days at Aurora Public Library: Meet Marina Nemat

OneBookOne Aurora’s culminating event will take place during 
Culture Days! Join us for a feature presentation by Marina 
Nemat as she discusses her experience and answers questions 
about her book. This is a free event. All are welcome.

Date: Saturday, September 27
Time: 2 p.m.

2013 Financial Statements 

Audited consolidated financial statements of The Town of Aurora 
for the year ended December 31, 2013 are now available at 
www.aurora.ca/financialstatements

Town of Aurora launches PingStreet 
online app suite

The Town of Aurora has launched PingStreet, a suite of new 
online applications (“apps”) for residents to easily access 
municipal information through hand-held devices. Aurora’s 
PingStreet suite features an Elections app, Newsfeed and Waste 
Management app, which are available for Apple, Android and 
Blackberry devices.
 
The Elections app provides tailored information for Aurora 
electors, including:
 

• Voter eligibility status
• Voting locations (with maps)
• A list of all registered candidates for Mayor, Councillor and 

School Board Trustee
• A count-down clock to election night, with reminders

 
The Newsfeed provides general information about Town events, 
programs and services. Similar to a social media feed, but you do 
not need an account.

The Waste Management app works with and expands upon the 
Town’s popular My-Waste app, with information about garbage 
pick-up dates, recycling and composting information and yard 
waste pick-up. PingStreet is partnered with My-Waste and 
includes the added functionality of the Blackberry platform.

Aurora’s PingStreet app is available for download from the 
Apple, Android and Blackberry stores at no charge. New 
features will be added over the coming months.

 

COunCiL And COMMittee MeetingS
Tuesday, October 7 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Thursday, October 9 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Wednesday, October 15 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board    

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

Our new  
youth room... 
YOU name it!

The Town of Aurora wants your help to name the new youth room at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex! Earn some bragging rights and make your 
mark on Aurora’s new space for youth.

The winner will be awarded an Aurora Youth Action Pack, loaded with  
great prizes including drop-in passes and a three-month membership to  
Club Aurora.

Contest is open to Aurora residents, ages 12 to 17.   
The winning entry will be selected by public vote in October.

Submit your entry at www.aurora.ca/aflcyouth  
or call 905-726-4760.
Entries must be received by Sunday, September 28. 
For full contest rules and regulations, please visit our website.
  
 

Aurora Town Park (corner of Wells Street and Mosley Street)

• Enjoy an evening of pumpkin carving, live entertainment
 and an old-fashioned community corn roast* 
• Pumpkins and carving supplies will be provided (while quantities last)
• Food donations to the local food pantry are greatly appreciated
• Delicious food vendors* 
 * Nominal fees apply

Proudly sponsored by:

Call 905-726-4762
or visit www.aurora.ca
for more information

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Follow us on Twitter
#AuroraEvents2014
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Gordon Lightfoot Songs

ANOTHER EXCITING EVENT BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Thursday, October 9, 2014 • 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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Briefly
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WILLS & ESTATES 
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15055 Yonge Street, Aurora
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Make us part of your story.

Don’t miss our  
open house.  
It’s where I found  
my home.
Hal Hill, at CHartwell sinCe 2011.
Chartwell.Com
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15198 Yonge Street, Aurora 
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$
September 29th

Lucas, Michael, Wendy and Jacob La Brier officially dedicate the new arena at St. Andrew’s College on 
Saturday afternoon, which now proudly bears their name.                Auroran photo by Angela Gismondi

a social in the evening. A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and special presentation was also held and was 
attended by donors, and those who helped build 
the arena such as Bolt Development, Graziani & 
Corazza Architects, project managers Turner & 
Townsend, and local dignitaries including Aurora 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 

SAC,  an independent, all-boys university 
preparatory school founded in 1899, has been 
fundraising for additional facilities since 2011, 
including a $22.5-million academic facility (to 
open in 2015) and a $6.5-million state-of-the-art 
outdoor athletic complex that opened in 2012. 

An arena was added to the mix when current 
parents Michael and Wendy La Brier stepped up 
with a $5-million gift earmarked for an arena.

“This wasn’t on our radar for this campaign, 
but we weren’t about to turn down this generous 
leadership gift and the opportunity to fulfill our 
dream of  having an on-campus arena,” said SAC 
Headmaster Kevin McHenry. “It is a surreal 
experience for me to be standing at centre ice. I 
cannot tell you how proud I am to lead this school 
and to have such an incredible school community. 
This is a tremendous asset for our school – it’s a 
milestone for our school.”

The La Briers said the arena will “add richness 
to life at the school.”

“It did not take Wendy and I long to gain an 
appreciation for what the school has done for 
our boys Jacob and Lucas, and we decided to 
do something as a family that would add to its 
legacy,” said Michael, adding it was important to 
make a donation to improve the infrastructure at 
the school. “This is an arena that will stand the 
test of  time.”

Mike Sifton, chairman of  the SAC board of  
directors, thanked the generous donors for their 
support.

“This would not have happened if  it wasn’t 
for our generous donors and extraordinary 
generosity of  folks over the generations, 
generations of  ‘Andreans,’” said Sifton. “All this 
went from an idea to what you see right here in 
the span of  two years.”

The facility complements the school’s athletic 
program at SAC and provides additional ice 
surface for user groups in the Town of  Aurora. 
Any ice not being used by St. Andrew’s will be 
available for rent. The York Simcoe Express have 
signed a contract making the La Brier Family 
Arena their home ice for their nine teams’ games 
and practices. 

The aesthetics of  the 
arena reflect the SAC 
character, thanks to the 
talent and vision of  two 
art teachers at the school – 
Tino Paolini and Stephen 
Kimmerer. Paolini painted 
four large oil portraits 
of  SAC athletes past and 
present, three of  which are 
displayed in the Iwai Family 
Lobby, and the other on 
the second floor above the 
staircase to the Lawrence 
Family Lobby and the Yuill 
Andrean Room. Kimmerer 
created 27 separate panels 
and vinyl graphics that 
surround the ice surface 
walls. 

The graphics showcase a 
range of  SAC sports using a 
mix of  historic and modern 
images. 

With files from SAC.

Arena opening is highlight of 
Homecoming weekend

State Farm affirms committment to Aurora 
with plans for January

By Brock Weir

State Farm’s head office is remaining 
in Aurora, despite comments made at last 
week’s inaugural all-candidates’ debate. 

Opening statements are typically 
intended to lay the groundwork of  a 
platform before settling in to flesh out 
the full details as questions roll in, but a 
few gasps went into the air at the Royal 
Canadian Legion on Wednesday night 
when mayoral candidate John Gallo 
dropped the proverbial bomb.

“Over the last year I have been 
listening to residents imagining 
Aurora,” said Mr. Gallo. “You know 
what I keep hearing? Why are over 30 
shops on Yonge Street closed? Why are so 
many small businesses suffering? Why is 
State Farm’s head office leaving Aurora? 
Ladies and gentlemen, you know what I 
am hearing. Aurora is not in good shape, 
but I have hope.”

The comment did not just sit where Mr. 
Gallo left it, but raised further comments 
and questions over the course of  the 
evening, particularly from challenger 
Geoffrey Dawe.

“State Farm is news to me, and it is 
probably news to State Farm that they 
are moving,” he said.

Audience members then questioned 
Mr. Gallo on what he knew that Mr. Dawe 
did not.

“My understanding is Desjardins 
has taken over State Farm and they are 
leaving,” said Mr. Gallo. “That is my 
understanding.”

Responded Mr. Dawe: “The Desjardins 
folks came up and met with us shortly 
after the announcement was made 
[that they were buying State Farm] 
and indicated to me and senior staff  
members they had no intentions of  
leaving Aurora.”

Moving out of  Aurora was indeed news 
to State Farm and Desjardins when The 
Auroran contacted them last week for 
further information. Valerie Lemarre, 
spokesperson for Desjardins, said she did 
not know how someone could have gotten 
the impression they were moving out of  
Aurora.

“We are not moving out of  the building 
– in fact, we are buying this location. 
Desjardins still expects the transaction to 
lead to job creation in the coming years 
in Canada.”

Ms. Lemarre added Desjardins and 
State Farm expected the deal to purchase 
the existing State Farm building to be 
finalized in January 2015.

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm
Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends Like us on Facebook

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Daily Specials
MONDAY & TUESDAY: Pasta Day - Choice of sauce served 
with garlic bread caesar salad

WEDNESDAY:  Veal Parmesan - Served with garlic bread caesar salad

THURSDAY:  1/2 Price Wings $7/lb

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11AM - 3PM: Featuring a scrumptious menu including 
pancakes, french toast, eggs benedict, fresh fruit & much more!

Fri., Sept.26 Billik
Sat., Sept.27 Soul’d Out

   Fri., Oct.3 Bad Dog
   Sat., Oct.4 Billik

NOW BOOKING
EVENTS & 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTIES!

THE HUNT PUB NOW OFFERS PIZZA

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

*

*available in the Hunt Pub only

“CREEPY” AURORA SPIRIT WALK  
MARKS 5th ANNIVERSARY

Halloween is coming, so there’s no better time to get spooky! The Aurora 
Spirit Walk heads into its fifth year next Friday, October 3, leaving from Town 
Park at 8 p.m. for a walking tour of  some of  Aurora’s creepiest, spookiest, and 
most supernatural historic sites. Lead by local historian David Heard, the walks, 
which take place every Friday and Saturday night in October, benefit Kerry’s Place 
Autism Services.

“The idea came forward in honour of  someone I was supporting at Kerry’s 
Place and, unfortunately, he left us,” says Mr. Heard. “It was an incredible story of  
hope to watch this gentleman grow from someone who was very low-functioning to 
someone who was able to travel around and walk around independently in a year 
and a half. When he passed away, I was devastated by his loss because he taught me 
a lot about hope and moving forward.”

In asking himself  how to honour the “spirit” he left behind, Mr. Heard 
developed the “Spirit Walk” and it has gone from strength to strength. “Now, people 
walk away experiencing something special. Each year something new happens 
after I complete each Spirit Walk and I am able to share those new stories with 
the public each year.” Tickets are $15. For more information, contact Mr. Heard at 
asoneaurora@gmail.com. 

MEET YOUR CANDIDATES
If  you missed last Wednesday’s All Candidates Meeting and Mayoral Debate, 

there are two more chances to meet and pose your own questions to those individuals 
vying to be Aurora’s mayor or a member of  Council. Hosted by the Aurora Public 
Library, the next meeting will take place on Sunday, October 5 at 2 p.m. at Aurora 
Town Hall (100 John West Way). Moderated by former councillor Bob McRoberts, 
each Council candidate will have an opportunity to make their respective pitches 
to voters before the two Mayoral candidates face off  with questions. 

A third all-candidates meeting, this time focusing on the theme of  sports, 
parks, and recreation will be hosted by Sport Aurora at the Royal Canadian Legion 
on Wednesday, October 15 beginning at 7 p.m.

BUY GROCERIES, MEET THE TIGERS
After last week’s home opener, it’s hockey season again and Aurora’s Tigers are 

wasting no time getting back into the swing of  things. Teammates will be on hand 
at the Real Canadian Superstore this Saturday, September 27, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to help pack groceries, carry packages out to customers’ cars and, of  course, sign 
autographs and pose for photos with the kids. 
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Trust me, I know what you’re 
thinking – and I agree. There is indeed 
a lot focusing on Aurora’s Downtown 
Core in this week’s edition of  The 
Auroran. My heart goes out to you, I 
promise, but I also assure you it is not 
my fault. But, the reality is, we’re in 
election season and many candidates 
seem to be stuck in the traffic jam 
that is Yonge and Wellington, unable 
to venture beyond the congested 
crossroads to take full stock of  what is 
going on across the entire community.

While I am sure both mayoral 
candidates will have ample opportunity in the 
coming weeks to expand on their respective visions 
for Aurora beyond this very confining wedge of  the 
Town, little else seemed to be on the minds of  those 
convening the first debate last Wednesday. 

To be fair, debate organizers and the silent majority 
in the crowd might have been hoping to learn more 
about what each candidate planned to do for Aurora’s 
businesses in the broadest sense of  the terms, but 
they might have left the meeting disappointed, 
perhaps even feeling a bit bloated, after having to 
absorb more than they ever cared to know about our 
historic business area.

Nevertheless, while the topic appears to be a hot 
one, I’ll add more fuel to the “revitalization” fire (and, 
buckle up, we’re all going to be so sick of  hearing 
“revitalization” over the next few weeks, we’re going 
to need some ourselves by the time October 28 rolls 
around). 

Community leaders representing organizations 
including Scouts Canada, Housing York, the Town of  
Aurora, the Province of  Ontario, York Region EMS, 
the Canadian Mental Health Association, Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, Blue Door Shelters, York Community 
and Health Services, the York Region Food Network, 
and a variety of  local churches and religious groups 
came together the morning of  the debate to jaw 
about how the community – and, yes, “community” 
meaning Aurora, and even York Region, as a whole 
– could benefit from the vacant corner of  Yonge and 
Tyler.

While the site is physically vacant, the reality is 
now something much more complex.

From all angles, it appears Aurora United Church 
(AUC) is intent on rebuilding their spiritual home 
on their historic land sooner rather than later. 
Wednesday’s breakfast meeting brought these brains 
together to lay a foundation of  sorts. How can a newly 
rebuilt Aurora United Church best address the needs 
of  the community?

Going into the session, I expected a very narrow 
discussion on the physical transformation on that 
historic, now vacant, lot. Perhaps, in a wider sense, 
what AUC needs to rebuild and what a subsequently 
rebuilt church could provide to the community it 
serves from the confines of  its own walls. 

As I moved between the breakout groups that 
formed to address a series of  questions posed to 
them by facilitators, I was pleasantly surprised that 
discussions were anything but narrow. It became 
clear very quickly that, at least from the perspective 
of  this diverse group, a church like AUC has evolved 
significantly far away from a self-contained and 
dedicated (and some might argue antiquated or 
myopic) vision of  spreading the teachings of  the 
Bible to their parishioners, to a dedicated community 
resource, available to anyone regardless of  religion, 
race, gender, sexuality or income.

It was also abundantly clear this is a vision 
community leaders hope rises from the ashes.

Although I wonder if  some of  these respective 
visions put forward by said leaders might be 
somewhat grand for the AUC to go it alone, after all 
there are limited resources and space to go around, 
the discussion provided invaluable feedback on what 
the needs and wants of  this community are, the 

challenges being faced by residents 
of  all circumstances every day, and 
how everyone can and should work 
together to take a significant step in 
working towards a solution.

All candidates hoping for a seat in 
the October 27 election would be well-
served by requesting a full transcript 
of  this meeting. It might just provide 
some perspective and prioritization 
of  what Aurora truly needs.

PARENTHOOD 
I wish I could say that evening’s 

All-Candidates Meeting and Mayoral 
Debate was as insightful, but in talking to people in the 
Legion Hall, voters did find the session informative 
and productive.

As the meeting wore on, however, I began to wish 
political and legal differences didn’t make bringing 
Phyllis Morris and Evelyn Buck together to provide 
commentary on the debate itself  a near-impossibility. 
You might be asking yourselves. ‘Why?’ Rare were 
the times they agreed politically, but they do have one 
thing in common: they were both working mothers 
when they served as Aurora’s Mayor, Ms. Morris 
with two children, Ms. Buck with seven (yes, seven!). 

So, their thoughts would have been invaluable on 
two questions in particular that cropped up at last 
week’s debate.

The first was posed by the moderator: “How do you 
plan to balance Aurora’s business with your family 
commitments?” For Mr. Dawe and Mr. Gallo up on 
stage, the question was fair enough and both dads 
answered the question differently but satisfactorily.

The second question, this time from the floor, 
however, was not as reasonable in my view.

“You spoke very highly about your family and how 
you like to spend a lot of  time with them,” said the 
questioner. “Is that one of  the reasons why you have 
missed quite a bit of  Council this year by any chance? 
You missed a very important meeting recently when 
they [filled the Council vacancy] and I understand 
you were away because of  family matters. Would you 
care to comment?”

Had I been one of  the dads on stage, I don’t think 
my response would have been quite as tactful as Mr. 
Gallo’s, but here’s what he had to say:

“There is no question in my mind that my family 
comes first and so should yours,” he responded. “It 
is not the reason why I have, presumably, missed 
Council meetings. If  there are issues with my family 
I have no questions admitting that they come first 
before anything.”

In fairness to all concerned, Mr. Gallo’s absence 
from some Town-run events has been noted on these 
pages through Letters to the Editor, but he has not 
been noticeably absent from the Council table any 
more than the eight other members sitting around 
that table.

So, as the question was asked, and the candidate 
responded, and the audience responded in kind, I 
questioned whether anyone would have had the gall 
to ask that question if  there were two moms vying for 
the mayor’s seat rather than two dads. If  someone did, 
there would have been gasps galore at what could be 
construed as a sexist question. In my view, if  a parent 
of  young children, or even relatively self-sufficient 
teens, is seeking public office to have an impact on 
the community in which they raise them, it should 
be encouraged and celebrated, rather than being the 
subject of  innuendo.

Personally, I don’t recall this question being posed 
of  Ms. Morris, or any of  her four challengers in the 
2010 election, and a cursory look through our archives 
yields nothing from the previous election either. 
Perhaps it might have been more of  an issue for when 
Ms. Buck served as Aurora’s mayor,  in an era with 
very different ideas of  gender and responsibilities 
but then, as now, I think she would have cut that 
question right off  at the proverbial knees.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

When you’re alone and life is making you lonely you can always go…

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor
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Wards would “further 
fragment” town, says former 
Councillor

I prefer the current “at large” system for council 
representation.  

I would rather have nine people looking out for the 
betterment of  the whole of  Aurora instead of  each one 
looking to better only his or her ward.

When I have a concern, there are nine people on council 
to potentially champion my issue, not just one.  What if  that 
one ward rep was to disagree with me?

Must a Councillor of  a ward live in the ward? Could any 
qualifying candidate in Town run for any ward in Town?  What 
if  a ward had no one willing to be a Councillor? Would such 
a ward be well represented by someone who does not live in 
it, or might that ward have no representation? Conversely, if  
my neighbourhood had two excellent candidates for Council, 
with our current system, both could possibly be elected. 

I believe the introduction of  wards would further 
fragment the town.  Even the definition of  ward uses the 
word “division”.  With all the pockets of  new growth, we 
should be looking to instill a sense of  pride and belonging to 
the Town of  Aurora, not just the neighbourhood.

Wards may work in Toronto. Each ward has a population 
the size of  Aurora.

Both the Regional government and school boards are 
structured like a ward system.  

Many times, Aurora’s one voice has been lost in the voting 
at those tables.

The opportunity to choose is coming soon.

Bob McRoberts
Aurora

Ward Councillors would 
have more interest in 
neighbourhoods: reader

Reader not impressed by 
election ad

It is interesting to see so many candidates seeking Council 
positions. Is that a sign of  discontentment or is it genuine 
caring about the community? 

Some candidates appear to be relative newcomers to the 
area and I wonder if  they are aware of  any of  the history of  
the area, including the Oak Ridges Moraine or of  the angst 
being suffered by the residents of  Tyler Street and surrounding 
streets over the pending issues there? 

The most interesting thing to me is that not one of  these 
candidates has knocked on our door on Tyler Street. Tyler 
Street is, and has been under construction all summer with 
questionable engineering problems that have resulted in the 
houses on the north side of  Tyler between Temperance Street 
and Mill Street below grade. 

We used to be level. No Council candidate, nor Mayoral 
candidate has come to our doors. Collis Leather, the toxic 
property on Tyler Street is about to be demolished and rumour 
has it a high density development of  townhouses (in excess of  
150) is going to be built. 

Local residents are already plagued with huge volumes of  
traffic and dust from school buses, cars, and delivery vehicles 
using Tyler and adjoining streets as a short cut away from 
Yonge and Wellington. 

Are candidates running for election aware of  any of  this? 
Do they care? 
Do existing elected officials care? 
I wish we had a Ward system in Aurora so that we would 

know who to go to in our Ward to help us address our concerns, 
and our Ward Councillor would be a local resident who would 
care, too. 

Heather Sinclair-Stewart
Aurora

When I flipped through the Auroran and saw John Gallo’s 
advertisement my first thought was impressive with so many 
backyard gatherings, and such a lovely smile on his face.

However, it dawned on me very quickly that the pictures 
were being duplicated. Not only are there exact duplicates of  
pictures but on closer examination it became quite obvious 
that the backyard pictures appear to be the same backyard 
from different angles.  

We have been told by John Gallo that he has had hundreds 
of  backyard gatherings to be the voice of  the people.  This 
advertisement implies lots of  backyards and is very 
misleading. As well, John Gallo advocates that the voice of  
Aurorans need to be heard.  Are not our elected officials, 
including John Gallo, currently representing Aurorans? 
Where has John Gallo’s voice been for the last six years?

Juanita Marks
Aurora
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Helping Families
Canada’s economy is performing soundly 

in the context of  a global economic recovery. 
We have had 1.1 million jobs created since 
July 2009 and over 80% of  these jobs have 
been in full-time positions, nearly 80% are 
in the private sector and over 65% are in 
high wage industries.

Families are also faring much better. 
Under our government, Canadian families 
at all income levels have seen increases of  
about 10% in their real after-tax income. 
The lowest income Canadians have seen a 14% increase. 
This has dropped the number of  Canadians living below 
the low income cut-off  to its lowest level ever, according 
to Statistics Canada.

Children in two-parent families have dropped from 
8.4% of  low income families in 2004 to 5.9% in 2011. 
Children in female single-parent homes have dropped 
from 43% of  low income families in 2002 to 23% in 
2011. We are making steady progress and moving more 
people up the economic ladder, out of  poverty and into 
better paying jobs and better futures for themselves and 
their children. 

National Seniors Day
National Seniors Day is just around the corner on 

October 1. The Government of  Canada is proud to 
pay tribute to the seniors who have helped build our 
country and continue to make valuable contributions 
to our communities, workplaces and society. Seniors 
have leadership abilities, energy and skills that can 
benefit us all. 

We can all think of  a senior who has made an 
impact in our lives. They are our mentors, our 
leaders, our grandparents and our loved ones. They 
are our volunteers, our neighbours and our role 
models. Through their commitment to remain active, 
engaged and informed, seniors across the country are 
demonstrating to Canadians of  all ages exactly what it 
means to age well. And we are all benefiting from their 
ongoing contributions.

I am proud of  the seniors in our community. I value 
what they have done for us, and they deserve our thanks. 
Let’s take the time to celebrate seniors and show our 
appreciation for everything they do. Happy National 
Seniors Day everyone!

Action Plan to Address Violence 
Against Aboriginal Women and Girls

The Government of  Canada is deeply concerned 
about instances of  family violence and violent crimes 
against Aboriginal women and girls, and in particular 

the issue of  missing and murdered 
Aboriginal women and girls. 

On September 15, the Action Plan to 
Address Family Violence and Violent 
Crimes Against Aboriginal Women and 
Girls was tabled in the House of  Commons. 
The Action Plan—together with other 
federal support for shelters, family violence 
prevention and increased economic and 
leadership opportunities for Aboriginal 
women—will result in a total investment 
by the Government of  Canada of  nearly 

$200 million over five years, starting in 2015–16 and 
2016–17. 

As a government, we will continue working with all 
levels of  government, the justice system and Aboriginal 
communities and organizations to address this critical 
issue. By working together, this government, and all 
Canadians can send a strong message that these acts of  
violence will not be tolerated in Canadian society.

Tax Relief for Newmarket-Aurora Businesses
Minister of  Finance Joe Oliver has introduced a new 

Small Business Job Credit which is expected to save 
small businesses more than $550 million over the next 
two years. The Small Business Job Credit will effectively 
lower small businesses’ Employment Insurance (EI) 
premiums from the current legislated rate of  $1.88 to 
$1.60 per $100 of  insurable earnings in 2015 and 2016. 
Any firm that pays employer EI premiums equal to 
or less than $15,000 in those years will be eligible for 
the credit. Almost 90% of  all EI premium-paying 
businesses in Canada will receive the credit, reducing 
their EI payroll taxes by nearly 15%.

The Canada Revenue Agency will automatically 
calculate the credit on a business’ return, ensuring 
no new paper burden will be imposed on business 
owners. In addition, all employers and employees will 
benefit from a substantial reduction in the EI premium 
rate in 2017 when the new seven-year break-even rate-
setting mechanism takes effect. This will ensure that EI 
premiums are no higher than needed to pay for the EI 
program over time.

The 15% reduction in EI premiums will make it 
easier to hire new workers or invest in additional 
training to help entrepreneurs grow their business. 
This is great news for Newmarket-Aurora businesses 
as they are truly the backbone of  our local community 
and economy.

If you would like to contact me on any issue, please 
call 905-953-7515 or visit my website at www.loisbrown.
ca. I look forward to hearing from you.Bottom of Form

Letters to the editor

Back when Aurora was known 
as the Chicken Capital of  Canada, 
municipal election candidates could 
realistically promise to deliver a 
“chicken in every pot”.

Today, our Town no longer has a 
wealth of  poultry, but we do have no 
end of  election promises and slogans. 
This is especially true with thirty (!) 
Council candidates vying for voters’ 
attention on lawn signs, pamphlets 
and in the media.

To assist in deciphering all this 
quadrennial jargon, here are some 
observations on some phrases and commitments 
you’re sure to hear over the next month.

“I will control development”
When a candidate says this, one can be confident 

that development will indeed slow down during their 
term in office, not because of  any actions they will 
take, but because there’s no green space left in Town 
to pave over.

“I will speak for you on Council”
This is true unless any one or more of  the other 

40,000 or so voters in Town decide they want something 
different than you, in which case either one (or more) 
of  you will be disappointed, or the candidate will try 
to speak for you all, which will logically result in some 
fascinating contradictions.

“I will fight high taxes”
Yes, they’ll argue when a budget comes forward 

recommending higher taxes, but when it comes time 
to vote it through, they will first ensure enough other 
members are willing to support it, so if  they do vote 
against it, they can look good, without jeopardizing 
the increased tax outcome.

“I will represent you”
Not necessarily your viewpoints, but at the very 

least they’ll physically represent you by attending 
every opening and special event at which there is a 
photo op and/or free food is being served.

“I have experience”
This may sound good on its own, but it depends a lot 

on the nature of  the experience, so make sure you ask.  
Hopefully, it will include a balanced municipal, fiscal 
and communication-based background.  However, it 
could potentially consist of  skillsets in less practical 

fields, such as knowledge of  Icelandic 
history, the ability to identify different 
types of  igneous rock, and to achieve 
consistently high scores in playing 
pinball. 

“I will spend your tax dollars 
wisely”

Another one that’s hard to judge 
without better knowledge of  the 
candidate.  For a preliminary 
indication of  how well they may 
achieve this goal, see how many 
election signs they’ve spent money on.

“I’ll get things done”
They can guarantee this unless, of  course, not 

everyone around the table agrees, or the issue has to 
be referred back to staff, or several consulting reports 
are required first, or it’s too close to the next election 
to decide anything, or it’s a day of  the week ending in 
“y”, or any number of  other “unforeseen” reasons.

“I’m a team player”
This means that they’ll try not to sue their fellow 

Council members – at least, not right away (but no 
guarantees).

“I believe in transparent government”
In this case transparent may mean a decision 

process so full of  holes, you can see right through it 
like it wasn’t even there.

“I will fight to revitalize the urban core along Yonge 
Street”

Which I’ll get right to after I approve more growth on 
Leslie, and attend all these ribbon-cutting ceremonies 
for the many new businesses I’ve supported to open up 
on Bayview.

“I stand on my record”
And as we all know, records go around and around 

without actually getting anywhere.
There, now you have some insight into the possible 

interpretation of  a few basic election-related phrases 
you’ll be hearing over the next several weeks.  How 
well these explanations reflect each candidate, and 
how you decide to apply this insight on October 27th is 
up to you. 

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Ottawa Report

Promises, Promises      

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Mayors shouldn’t be “peeking over 
workmen’s shoulders”

Walk For Hope was soggy, but 
successful

In reading Steve McKenna’s letter to the editor, 
it occurred to this reader that he knew more about 
sidewalk repair and sloppy workmanship going on 
on his street than he did about dangling participles, 
followed by a dig at our own present mayor, with 
no specifics, followed by an ambiguous general 
rant about “the destruction of  Aurora properties,” 
“despoiling Aurora with new developments”, 
again with no specifics, and, oh, yes, winding up 
with voicing admiration of  John Gallo’s mayoral 
campaign.

Again, there was no mention of  this Councillor’s 
accomplishments or suitability, it was his campaign 
that would warrant his vote.

I don’t want my mayor to be spending five 
minutes peeking over workmen’s shoulders, 
critiquing their work. I want my mayor looking 
after the business of  the Town, future development 
and planning down the road – a job he was elected 
to do.

Corinne McConnell
Aurora 

Brenda and I would like to thank the wonderful 
people who joined us on this past rainy Saturday, 
September 13, to Walk for Hope.

The walkers, the over 20 hardworking volunteers 
(and most of  them students), Andy Frost who 
exuberantly emceed, Joann Jones for warming us 
up, Sarah Carmosino for the divine singing, and 
MP Lois Brown for her genuine support of  us.

We also thank the many sponsors and supporters 
who donated treats, silent auction items, and 
goodies for our swag bags. 

This was an emotional event for Brenda and I 
and we could not have accomplished a successful 
Walk of  Hope without the contributions of  all.

Thank you Aurora for helping us raise awareness 
and funds for Ovarian Cancer Canada, over $110,000 
over the seven years we have functioned.

One day there will be a means of  early detection 
for ovarian cancer and Aurora will be a small part 
of  that.

 
  Gayle Palmer, Co-Chair

Aurora Ovarian Cancer Walk of Hope

ABEL, John 13% (64)
ABRAM, Jim  2%  (10)
BARKER, Barb    1%  (7)
BARRETT, Carl    0%  (1)
BRIGGS, Terri    1%  (3)
BUCK, Evelyn  5%  (22)
CHAPMAN, Bob  3%  (12)

CLARK, Ian  1%  (5)
COHEN, Roy  2%  (8)
COOK, Greg  1%  (4)
DESAI, Arshad 5% (23)
ETWELL, Mark  0%  (1)
GAERTNER, Wendy 2%  (10)
HEARD, David  1%  (5)

HOYES, James 1%   (3)
HUMFRYES, Sandra  8% (38)
KIM, Harold 4%  (17)
LALAS, Alice   1%  (5)
MRAKAS, Tom          13% (61)
NEY, Michael 3%  (12)
PIRRI, Paul 9%  (44)

PLAMONDON, Tom   2%  (9)
PULLANO, Anthony   1%  (5)
STEPHENS, Linda   1%  (5)
THOM, Jeff 8%  (39)
THOMPSON, Michael12%(59)
TOPOUZOVA, Svetla    1% (4)
VRBANATZ, Frank     1% (4)

CROWE, Elizabeth      78% (14)   
SULLIVAN, Mark          22%  (4)

GUERIN, Francois        27% (3)
LAUREN, Rene             73% (8)

PRE-ELECTION 
POLL  

It’s time once again for The Auroran’s  
traditional pre-election poll through www.the-
auroran.com. To participate, please go to www.
theauroran.com, scroll down the right hand side 
of the home page and you will find a series of 
pre-election polls. Vote for 1 Mayor and up to  
8 Council candidates only. Results are ongoing 
online and tabulated each Tuesday at 12 noon for  
publication in that week’s edition of The Auroran 
until the election.

MAYOR

YORK CATHOLIC 
DISTRICT TRUSTEE

LE COnSEIL SCOLAIRE 
vIAmOnDE

LE COnSEIL SCOLAIRE 
DE DISTRICT CATHOLIqUE 

CEnTRE-SUD

YORK REGIOn 
DISTRICT SCHOOL 
BOARD TRUSTEE

C
O

U
N

C
IL

DAWE, Geoffrey 88% (137 Votes)
GALLO, John  12%   (18 Votes)

THIS IS NOT A MUNICIPAL VOTE 
Please VOTE at your municipal polling station on or before the October 27, 2014 election. 

ARMANIOUS, Sawsan   27% (3)
BEAL, Kathleen            45% (5)
BOURRET, Caroline     27% (3)

ADAMS-LUCHOWSKI, Peter    59% (10)
NOUDELMAN, Alex                     24% (4)
USVAT, Liliana                              18% (3)

www.theauroran.com

POLL RESULTS 
AS OF

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014

Another Magna Hoedown is in the 
books

On behalf  of  our organizing committee, I would 
like to thank some 670 volunteers who gave of  their 
time. This year, we added a second day to the Hoedown 
festivities at the wishes of  Magna’s CEO Don Walker.  
He asked if  there was anything else we could do for 
the community.  

In response, we hosted our “Hoedown Showdown” 
finals on Friday night, September 12th, rounded out 
by some great entertainment featuring the Wolf  Creek 
Band and Tim Hicks. It proved to be a huge success!  

The following night, Magna hosted the 26th edition 
of  the Wild Wild West Hoedown, raising $463,000 for 
15 worthwhile charities and community groups that 
make a contribution every day to our lives.

I also want to thank the sponsors for all they do, the 
countless amount of  goods and services donated to 
the Hoedown is far too large to list here, but available 
on our website for all to see.  Please take a look.

As I reflect on this year’s event, I am proud of  
what we’ve been able to accomplish in helping to 
support our great communities. But, from a greater 
perspective, I believe Hoedown is much more than a 
fundraiser.  

I believe Hoedown has helped bring our 
communities together. We gather to support this 
event from all over. There are no municipal borders 
involved here, but rather a group of  people who all 
want to gather together to celebrate and have fun.  
There is an amazing sense of  community in that tent 
that makes us different.  

It’s not always easy to put your finger on it but we 
hear from new residents who tell us “it’s different 
here”.  I believe a part of  that comes from annual 
events like the Hoedown that people come to look 
forward to every year for the sense of  community 
they bring.  

I would be happy to hear your feedback and 
comments regarding this year’s Hoedown and 
thoughts you might have about going forward.  Thanks 
again to everyone who sponsored, volunteered and 
came out to help us celebrate.

Steve Hinder
Hoedown Committee 
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I had a curious question the other day about the pending 
municipal election.  

The reader asked just what a “lame duck council” is and why 
is it such a big deal? 

To use the U.S. example, a lame duck administration occurs 
when there are lawmakers who have not been re-elected yet still 
sitting in Congress or Senate and capable of  making decisions 
when they no longer have the mandate to do so.  

There is no such thing as a “lame duck” Parliament – 
provincial or federal – here in Canada. There is never a time 
when non-elected or no-longer elected folks can sit in Parliament 
and make decisions on our behalf. At the federal and provincial 
level, when a government falls, an election is called, the writ is 
dropped and the house is dissolved. A few weeks later, when the 
election is over, the house is recalled and the newly elected or 
re-elected take their seats in the house and govern anew.  Fairly 
straightforward.

Not so at the municipal level. 
For municipal councils, there are two potential periods of  lame 

duck. Between nomination day and election day and between 
election day and inauguration day.  In the first case, according 
to AMO, if  more than 75% of  the current members of  Council 
do not seek re-election, then the council is considered lame duck.

If  more than 75% of  the current members do seek re-election, 
it is not considered lame duck because they could – possibly – still 
get elected.  Confused yet?

Just wait. There’s more.
Following the election, if  at least 75% of  the incumbents that 

sought election are re-elected, then the Council is not lame duck.  
If, however, less than 75% of  the incumbents that sought re-
election are not in fact re-elected, then that Council is lame duck.

So, in other words, before, during and for a period after a 
municipal election, there is the potential to be governed by folks 
who no longer have the electoral authority to do so.  

If  the Council is lame duck on September 12 and remains lame 
duck following the election, then that means the lame duck period 
will last almost three months! For nearly three months our Town 
could be run by folks we haven’t even elected – or worse, by folks 
we’ve chosen not to re-elect!

I confess that I was a lame duck councillor. In the 2010 election, 
I did not seek re-election. Neither did Deputy Mayor McRoberts.  
All other members of  Council did seek re-election.  Four of  the 
six that sought re-election were not successful.  Thus, for the 
next five weeks following the election, Council had six sitting 
members who were not re-elected.

Section 275 of  the Municipal Act sets out the restrictions on 
lame duck Councils. They cannot hire or fire officers, cannot 
dispose of  assets of  more than $50,000 and cannot incur liabilities 
of  more than $50,000.

Regardless, they do still hold the full weight and authority 
of  elected office until the next group is sworn in. Full access 
to municipal files, resources and staff.  One can imagine the 
shenanigans that can result in that relatively unfettered access.

Clearly, the Act should be amended. You cannot have unelected 
folks sitting in office for such a lengthy period of  time. Either move 
the election date forward or the inauguration date backward.  
Eliminate this five week period of  legislative no man’s land.

Decisions made on our behalf  should be made by those we have 
elected.  Not those we haven’t.  A lame duck council is pointless at 
best, and a potential threat to effective governance at worst.  

Regardless of  the restrictions placed on what they can or 
cannot decide, the mere fact that they can govern at all on our 
behalf  is the problem.

They may have the legal authority to decide on our behalf  but 
they do not have the electoral or, frankly, the moral authority to 
do so. I think it’s time that changed.

Until next week, stay informed, stay involved because this is – 
after all – Our Town. See page 22

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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2‑Pack TCP 11W Replaces 60W, 
A‑Lamp LED with Gateway Starter Kit 
(1000719349) $79.98

DRoPCAm 
Pro Wi‑Fi Video 
monitoring Camera 
• Cloud‑based Wi‑Fi 
video monitoring 
service (1000807353)

$199.99

CHAmBERLAIN® 
Belt‑Drive Whisper Drive® 
1/2 HP Heavy‑Duty Garage 
Door opener (1000182665)

NoW $219 WAS $259

C. PHILIPS® LED Hue 
Iris Starter Kit 
(1000800501) $139.97
Bulb (1000800502) $99.97

a. PHILIPS® LED Hue 
Bloom Starter Kit 
(1000800505) $179.97
Bulb (1000800506) $79.97

B. PHILIPS® LED Hue 
Strip Starter Kit 
(1000800503) $199.97
Light Strip (1000800504) $89.97
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C
Premium  

hd video

mANAGE YouR SmART DEVICES  
WITH THE               APP AND HuB

Valid until Friday, October 31, 2014

Purchase any 2 products that work with 
 and get the  Hub for only

$4998
‡

reg. $89.98
(1000804983)

‡Instantly with in-store coupon. Offer valid until Friday, October 31, 2014. Wink Hub must be purchased in the same transaction as the two (2) eligible smart home products. (Wink Hub is excluded from list of eligible 
products). Not valid on previous purchases. Limit one Wink Hub per transaction. Internet-enabled smart device required for Wink Hub functionality. Smart device not included in offer. Required Wink App (no charge) available  
on Google Play or App Store. Offer subject to change. No rain checks. Taxes extra. Ask an Associate for details.

                  for all products that work with Winkclick here
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FREE
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        AuroraDentistry.ca
244 Wellington St E Suite 100
    Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1J5
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ONLY$3899.00
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Planning 
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silvia.birk@rbc.com 
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gilles.tomasso@rbc.com 

Abdul Versi 
Financial Planner 
Investing and Retirement 
Planning 
416-994-1109 
abdul.versi@rbc.com 

Feel more in control of your  
future with sound financial  
advice. Talk to an RBC advisor. 

Financial planning services and investment advice are provided by Royal Mutual Funds Inc. a member company under RBC Wealth Management. 
Royal Mutual Funds Inc., RBC Asset Management Inc., Royal Bank of Canada, Royal Trust Corporation of Canada, The Royal Trust Company and 
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ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

POLITICS
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Alison Collins-Mrakas

Lame Ducks

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Bulk 
Barn president Craig Ofield cut 
the ribbon Friday at the grand 
opening of their new headquar-
ters on Don Hillock Drive. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Bulk Barn headquarters sets “new standard”
By Brock Weir

As a business you can never let your 
guard down while continuing to move 
forward, says Bulk Barn president Craig 
Ofield, but in moving forward sometimes 
answers can be found close to home.

An area resident since 1995, Mr. Ofield 
says Bulk Barn was looking for a piece of  
property that suited their future needs 
and, as luck would have it, the Town of  
Aurora “worked wonderfully” with them 
to make their dreams of  a consolidated 
headquarters a reality.

Ofield was joined by Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe and Richmond Hill Deputy Mayor 
Vito Spatafora on Friday morning as they 
cut the ceremonial ribbon on Bulk Barn’s 
new headquarters on Don Hillock Drive. 

The new facility, which brings together 
their business operations, as well as their 
warehouse and distribution facilities all 
under one roof, 
brings 350 new jobs 
to the community 
with 29 openings 
still available, and 
a further 25 on the 
horizon for 2015.

“We consolidated 
three different 
d i s t r i b u t i o n 
facilities into one, 
so logistically 
we will be able to 
execute [business] 
a lot better and 
we will be able to 
service all of  our 
stores,” said Mr. 
Ofield. “We grow at 
about a 10 per cent 
rate per year. Next 
year we will have 
255 stores and we’re 
very controlled in 
our growth. We look 
for opportunities 
as they arise and 
as the population 
grows we will 
continue to look in 
York Region and 
across Canada.”

Bulk Barn 
a p p r o a c h e d 
the Town of  
Aurora looking 
for expansion 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
according to Mayor 
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

When he opens the door to St. Andrew’s College, he opens his mind to a world of possibilities. 
Since 1899 we have provided enriched academics, unparalleled athletics, and dynamic arts 

programs resulting in strong, independent and intelligent young men.

Five minutes could change his next 50 years.
Check out our 5 minute video at www.sac.on.ca/video.

Your son. Our mission.

Currently o�ering an enrolment incentive of $5,000 for grades 5 & 6.

Open House

Mon., S
ept. 29 •  6

:30 - 8
:30pm

Experience SAC Day

Wed.,
 Oct. 22

 •
 9:30am - 1

2:30pm

905.727.3178 • admission@sac.on.ca
A boarding and day school for boys grades 5-12.
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Organics Live Weekly & Bi-Weekly Produce
Boxes Feature 100% Certified Organic Fruits

& Vegetables Delivered to Homes & Businesses
for LessThan The Cost of Shopping Retail.

CUSTOMIZABLE AT NOEXTRA COST 
100%CERTIFIEDORGANIC 

LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE& SMALL 
SCALE PRODUCERS

Certified Organic | Sustainable | Locally Focused Grocery Delivery

ORGANICSLIVE.COM OR CALL  289.203.1736

GIVE US A TRY AND RECEIVE $10 OFF YOUR FIRST DELIVERY. 
USE PROMO CODE AURORAN10 AT CHECKOUT.

FOOD STANDARDS CARBON PARTNER MEMBER
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Community building will be at the heart of  
Aurora United Church reconstruction

By Brock Weir

Aurora lost more than a church 
on the April morning that destroyed 
Aurora United Church; it lost a 
community hub, and a community 
hub that is needed now more than ever.  
That was the message coming out 
of  a visioning session hosted by the 
United Church of  Canada at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre last week focusing on 
the redevelopment of  the Aurora United 
Church.

Bringing together a wide array 
of  community leaders from Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe and MPP Chris Ballard, to 
representatives of  the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, York Region Food Network, 
and area business owners, the meeting 
focused on what the needs of  the Aurora 
community are right now, and how some of  
these pressures can be alleviated by a newly 
rebuilt church. 

While representatives each had different 
ideas on how a church such as Aurora 
United could rise to the occasion, the 
common theme was it needs to be a resource 
for the entire community.

A primary focus was to give a hand-up to 
individuals in the Aurora community who 
might not be those “in plenty.” Aurora is not 
a community where everyone can “escape to 
a summer cottage”, they said, but one with 
very real and immediate needs. Affordable 
housing and access to food was one common 
challenge and a physically re-established 
church could be the starting point for many 
looking for help.

“We realise this was a community in 
flux and we realise this is a community 
in change,” said Helen Roberts, speaking 
on behalf  of  her breakout group which 

included Mr. Ballard, local business owners, 
and representatives from York Region EMS. 
“The one part that is really important is 
there are lots of  different groups working 
out there to help different parts of  the 
community and perhaps we need to be 
working together a little bit more. We need 
those partnerships, those informal links 
need to come together so we know what 
each other is doing, we’re not duplicating 
services, but we are providing as much as 
we can to the community.”

Particular challenges in this area, she 
added, are the revitalization of  Aurora’s 
Downtown Core and addressing the needs 
of  Aurora’s aging population.

For others, the community needs are 
becoming even more complex. Sharon 
Suter, coordinator of  the Housing First 
program for the Canadian Mental Health 
Association, says the concept of  the working 
poor is something that was staggering to her. 
They are struggling to find places to stay and 
facing myriad other challenges.

“The people who need our assistance 
have more complex needs,” she said. “We’re 
not faced with the white, Caucasian straight 
person; there are people who are survivors 
of  war, there are racialized people, people 
who are trans, and the services are really 
stretched.”

Affordable housing was a common theme 
and with both Aurora’s MPP and Mayor in 
attendance, there were a lot of  questions on 
how this could become a reality and what 
part a new Aurora United Church could play 
in the process. 

“Whether it be at Aurora United Church, 
or whether it be elsewhere, one of  the 
common themes we’re talking about was 
having a centralized hub where somebody 
who is in need could come and whether 
the services are housed in a centralized 

location, or whether it is just representatives 
who could come and help people connect 
to Sport Aurora, Mental Health, Scouts 
Canada, how do we connect them with a 
plethora of  services?” said one Church rep. 
“A centralized location in a centralized part 
of  Town would be an absolute gem that does 
not exist in the community today.”

But Joan Stonehocker, Executive Director 
of  the York Region Food Network, suggested 
whatever rises from the ashes should take a 
more proactive approach.

“Pointing to affordable housing would be 
great if  there was any,” she said. “I also think 
we need to look at the bigger picture, and that 
is the reason people can’t afford housing. I 
think the church has a real opportunity to 
be advocated for these people. The assistance 
rates are woefully inadequate. It isn’t enough 
to raise people above the poverty line. I think 
we need to look at what the root causes are 
and start addressing those.”

At the end of  the session, attendees agreed 
it was a worthwhile morning, fostering a 
dialogue that should continue. 

“One of  the things I want to see as a 
resident and as an MPP is a focus on how we 
build sustainable communities,” said Mr. 
Ballard. “We have to break down barriers 
between the variety of  silos and work 
together.” 

Joan Stonehocker, Executive Director of the York Region Food Network, Newmar-
ket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard, and Rev. Andy Comar of Aurora United Church ad-
dress last week’s visioning session.                              Auroran photos by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 25, 2014Page  8

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!

100’s of
 

www.thelightspot.ca

IDEASLIGHTING
with 100’s 

PE
RS

O
N

N
EL

Client Contact Shivani Ahluwalia

Art Director BL

Production None

Copy Writer None

Production Artist js

Comments Half-Page Ad, 4c

PU
BL

IC
A

TI
O

N Publication(s) London Publishers

Ad Number None

Insertion Date Due: Sept 19, 2014

SE
TU

P

Bleed 11.25” x 10.9375”

Trim 11” x 10.714”

Safety 10.5” x 10.1875”

IN
K

S

CMYK

IN
K

S

Gotham
Minion Pro

Job # SEN_14020 Filename SEN_14020_Kind_Awareness_Ad_Eric_FNL_Sept19.indd Modified 9-18-2014 10:42 AM Created 9-18-2014 10:41 AM Station SOS 11

FOUND:
� e will to restart.
A place to grow roots.

Because it matters.

Eric
CHILD CARE ADVOCATE. STUDENT.
See more stories at becauseitmatters.ca

T:11”

T:10.714”

You can’t clean up Collis Leather site without knocking 
down the building: developers

By Brock Weir

Council will make a decision this week 
on the long-debated future of  the Collis 
Leather factory. 

The Tyler Street Tannery, which shut 
down operations nearly 30 years ago and 
subsequently used as leased office space, 
has sat empty for over a year. Sold in 2013 
by Maple Leaf  Foods, the property is now 
owned by developers who plan to demolish 
the existing building, remediate any 
contamination on the property, and build 
a series of  slab-on-grade townhouses in 
the area. 

Representatives from the Lake Simcoe 
Region Conservation Authority are 
due at Town Hall this week to make 
their respective pitches to Council on 
what construction on this site means to 
the environment and the surrounding 
watercourses, in light of  the hefty soil 
contamination believed on the site from 
dumping there during decades of  leather 
processing.

Joanne Barnett, representing the 
developers, told Councillors at last week’s 
General Committee meeting that the 
LSRCA was on board with the project, 
but some Councillors said there was not 
enough information in front of  them to 
make a proper decision on whether or not 
to allow the demolition. 

“It is unusual for us to be dealing 
with an issue that just came before 
the Committee the night before, but I 
understand the urgency,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson, referencing a 
meeting of  Aurora’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee the night before which 
recommended against the demolition 
from a purely historical and architectural 
perspective. “However, I am in a little bit 
of  a struggle here because there is really 
no information in front of  me other than 
what was presented by the consultant 
and there’s a few statements she makes 
with regards to the fact the building can’t 
be salvaged, the LRSCA is on board, and 
it would be nice to have some of  that 
information to corroborate some of  those 
issues that help make a decision around it.

“It is a significant issue and I would 
have a great comfort level with the 
opportunity to read and digest some of  
that information.”

While Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
co-chair of  the Heritage Advisory 
Committee, agreed more information was 

in order before this week’s meeting, many 
Councillors disagreed, arguing time was 
of  the essence considering this will be the 
final Council meeting before the October 
27 municipal election, and the sooner 
developers can start remediating the site 
the better it will be for the surrounding 
neighbourhood and the Town as a whole. 

“Here is a 70 acre site in the heart of  our 
Town,” said Councillor Evelyn Buck. “It is 
enjoying police protection, fire protection, 
snow plowing, sidewalk plowing, street 
lighting, parks in the neighbourhood 
and contributing absolutely nothing to 
the costs of  all of  those services, and it 
hasn’t contributed for at least 20 years. 
It has been sitting there completely 
under-utilized, waiting for someone 
to come along, prepared to make an 
investment, take the risk and remediate 
the property to make it usable…and we 
have the Advisory Committee, who have 
no responsibility for anything except 
their own romantic notions of  what is 
valuable on that property. What history? 
The heritage is long-gone and it doesn’t 
provide employment any longer.”

These feelings were echoed by Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe and Councillor Don 
Constable.

For Mayor Dawe, a recent tour of  the 
building confirmed in his mind that the 
Collis Leather building is “long-past any 
useful life.”

“It is a Catch-22,” he said. “The site needs 
to be remediated, but we can’t remediate it 
unless we tear it down, so I think we have 
some overall responsibility to ensure that 
we are protecting our watercourses and 
waterways, so I think that dictates that 
we’re going to have to move forward on it. 

I see no redeeming 
features for 
this building 
whatsoever and I 
think if  we have 
got someone who 
is willing to take 
the risk to see if  
we can’t move this 
along and see if  we 
can make it into 
something much 

better than it is, I 
think we should be 
going with it.”

A d d e d 
C o u n c i l l o r 
Constable: “I know 
how costly this is, 
the site has been 
vacant for many 
years. It probably 
continues to be 
an eyesore for the 
neighbourhood, 
but when you have 
a competent firm 
that is willing to 
put in the time 
and the money 
to basically take 
this off  our hands 
and do all this 
remediation work, 
we could have 
had that building 
stuck on our 
inventory for us 
to have to worry 
about someday 
right in the centre 
of  Town. I think 
it is crazy. It is an 
18-month process. 
This is the first 
step I think we 
have to make.”

Although she 
did not speak 
particularly to the 
merits of  whether 
or not to demolish 
the building, 

Councillor Wendy Gaertner said she 
objected to the tone around the table 
stemming from HAC’s recommendation 
not to proceed with the demolition from 
a heritage perspective. 

“There is a lot of  heritage in Aurora, 
there is a lot of  history that needs to be 
protected and respected,” she said. “I 
know that this Committee has worked 
very hard this term and I don’t think 
they should be maligned in any way. I 
think they should simply be thanked.”
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Wildlife Park’s future needs your 
input, says planner

By Brock Weir

To say Aurora’s proposed Urban Nature 
Reserve, planned for Aurora’s east end 
has been a labour of  love for landscape 
architect David Tomlinson might be 
something of  an understatement.

Mr. Tomlinson has been working on 
plans for a nature preserve just to the west 
of  new developments in Aurora’s 2C Lands 
for over 15 years. Approved in principle 
numerous times by each successive 
Councils, it is likely a project that will 
need a further approval from the 2014-
2018 Council, but Aurora residents will 
have an opportunity to sound off  on the 
future of  the Urban Nature Reserve at an 
information session slated for Wednesday, 
October 1, at the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

A large swath of  land spreading out 
over 70 hectares dotted with wetlands 
from the East Holland River watershed 
and roughly bordered by Mavrinac 
Boulevard, Leslie Street and St. John’s 
Sideroad, Mr. Tomlinson envisions an 
area where residents can walk the trails 
and take in local wildlife, while passing 
through their terrain almost unnoticed 
to the birds and beasts which call the land 
home.

“There has always been support of  the 
park from day one,” says Mr. Tomlinson. 
“Unfortunately, most people in Aurora 
don’t know anything about it, but the ones 
who do are strong supporters. Everyone 
who has learned about it normally ends 
up supporting it, and that is what this 
meeting is about – increasing public 
awareness of  this really beautiful habitat 
gem we have here in Aurora.”

While it might be a “beautiful habitat 
gem”, it is not all it could be at this 
particular point in time, according to Mr. 
Tomlinson, nor is it all it once was. 

As development has increased, wildlife 
population has shifted accordingly. It is 
something he and his team have been 
keeping an eye on as they continue their 
plans.

“We are losing species,” he says. “The 
swallow population has been reduced by 
about 25 per cent in the last two decades. 
We have got nest boxes in the nature 
reserve and we actually have over 1,000 
young swallows in there already. We have 
got to start doing positive things, not just 
talking about it, but getting things done. 
This will get things done and preserve 
a really important chunk of  habitat in 
Aurora –not just preserve it – and increase 

the number of  species using it if  we 
construct it and manage it right.”

While the swallows have already taken 
the group up on their offer of  new digs, 
topping Mr. Tomlinson’s priority list 
is securing trails throughout the area 
before the 2C Development is complete 
and people start moving into their new 
homes.

“If  we don’t get the trails in, people 
will wander all over the place which 
would be devastating,” he says. “We need 
to get six trails in. If  there are no trails 
when the houses are built, [neighbours] 
will obviously start taking their dogs for 
walks and all kinds of  things. It is very 
hard to change that once we decide to do 
something. If  they can wander anywhere 
they like, it is hard to stop them.”

Once these are installed, however, Mr. 
Tomlinson says people using the new 
trails will then be able to view the wildlife 
safely from duck blinds, unnoticed by the 
animals.

“Access is confined to very definite 
trails. You can’t wander all over it, but 
you will be able to view all this wildlife 
from bird blinds. You get a better view 
of  the wildlife than if  you just rush 
past the birds. Over 20 years, we have 
monitored the wildlife reserve and we 
know exactly how many pairs have 
nested in that reserve every year since 
2001. About 16 have vanished as a result 
of  the development going along the edges. 
A certain number have been reduced, 
a certain number have increased, some 
have increased temporarily and have 
decreased, but we have a complete 
record of  what has happened to the bird 
population. Now what we have to do is get 
some of  the birds we have lost back by 
how we manage it and screen it. 

“The species that require very specific 
habitats and conditions have been 
replaced by species that tolerate what 
we do. By screening it, it is possible to 
get some of  these lost species back. That 
is why it should be a designed nature 
reserve. We’re creating new wetlands 
where the wetlands before weren’t being 
productive, so there is a lot of  habitat 
improvement and habitat creation that 
we are planning on doing to increase the 
diversity of  habitat.”

The public information session on 
the Urban Wildlife Park will take place 
Wednesday, October 1 at 7 p.m. at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Landscape archi-
tect David Tom-
linson pores over 
plans for the Ur-
ban Wildlife Re-
serve. A public in-
formation session 
on the project 
will take place on 
Wednesday. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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From page 1
the [Aurora] Promenade study within 60 days of  its 
inception.”

In his opening remarks, Mr. Dawe said the 
“majority of  Aurorans”, including himself  are 
“tired of  the negativity” and tired of  hearing why 
one shouldn’t vote for someone rather than why one 
should. Therefore, he said he would use the time to 
say why Aurorans should vote for him this October.

“Aurora is now the best-rated place to live in York 
Region,” he said. “Four years ago we weren’t even 
on that list. It is clear that under my leadership 
we are doing the right things here. More and more 
people wish to work here, live here and play here. 
The positive influx to Town is because as Aurora’s 
mayor I have brought stability to Town Hall. I have 
shown leadership at the Council table, engagement 
in our community, and financial accountability. 
Under my leadership, this Council has kept more 
money in your pockets, we have stabilized the tax 
rate, provided the best possible services at the best 
possible price, and we support Aurora businesses. 
Under my leadership, the Town’s interests have 
been paramount.”

To underscore the point, Mr. Dawe cited the 
renegotiation of  the Town’s agreement with the 

Aurora Cultural Centre, as well as “protecting the 
Town’s interests” in taking developers to court over 
the first right of  refusal for green space on Mavrinac 
Boulevard. He also said he has attended “hundreds 
of  events” from large scale to ribbon cuttings to give 
a boost to business.

“For folks that put their blood, sweat and tears 
into their new small business, a ribbon cutting 
by the Mayor is a major event for them. It is an 
important message that says the Town is behind 
you, this Council is behind you, and we want to 
support you. It is a sign that we want you to succeed 
and I am proud to cut those ribbons and show our 
support.”

In their closings, both candidates covered much 
of  the same ground, but Mr. Gallo said Aurorans are 
simply not happy.

“Aurora’s economy is not in good shape,” he 
said. “Residents are asking what is going on with 
my future and the future of  my children. I have 
hope. That is why they have been reaching out 
to me, because of  my inclusive, accountable and 
transparent approach. They are wanting me to be 
the voice of  the people. They are wanting me to be 
Aurora’s next Mayor. Together we can do better. The 
time has come for positive solutions together.”

Residents are “concerned” about the future: Gallo

Mayoral candidates have ideas on how Aurorans can 
– and should – move in and out of Town

By Brock Weir

Mayoral candidates Geoffrey Dawe and 
John Gallo have ideas on bringing people 
into Aurora’s Downtown Core to shop, but 
bringing more people into Aurora has a 
flipside – how to keep them flowing. 

Transit, transportation and traffic 
were key themes at last week’s inaugural 
mayoral debate which focused on Aurora 
businesses. Although bringing more people 
into the area to keep businesses afloat is 
one thing, there needs to be changes in how 
people can move around.

This is one issue Mr. Gallo says he 
has been hearing in conversations with 
residents above and beyond recent 
expansion of  GO Train service going 
through Aurora. 

“I am looking at a Made in Aurora 
solution,” said Mr. Gallo. “I recently visited 
Quebec City and what they have there are 
these mini electric buses that scoot around 
Old Quebec City and far too often I have 
heard people say, ‘it takes me [longer] to 
drive to the GO Train than it does for me to 
walk.’ We need to think of  innovative ways 
similar to what Quebec City has done to 
move people around.”

Transportation is also an issue which Mr. 
Dawe says he has heard from the Regional 
Level. At a recent meeting of  community 
leaders to discuss the future of  Aurora 
United Church, one of  the main concerns 
raised was making sure people can have 
ready access to community programs 
within, and surrounding, Aurora. 

“The Region currently spends roughly 
$180 million a year on transportation 
services,” said Mayor Dawe. “The Region 
is stepping up and putting money in [but] I 
think we need to do some work in how we 

make that system far more efficient. Bus 
Rapid Transit coming down Yonge Street 
will be a substantial improvement in terms 
of  moving people in and out of  Aurora, 
and the Region is also looking at a dial-a-
ride program. For many years, I had a bus 
go down my street many times a day with 
almost no one on it. We need to rethink 
how we provide our busing service and 
the Region is very much engaged in that 
process.”

Although candidates spent a great deal 
of  time discussing transit, the reality 
is York Region Transit is not how the 
majority of  residents get around Aurora. 
Vehicle traffic was also touched upon, 
particularly as it relates to the Yonge and 
Wellington corridors. For those submitting 
questions in advance to the Chamber, as 
well as business owners and advocates 
posing questions from the floor, the main 
intersection in that crossroads is a huge 
problem that needs to be addressed. 

One solution, they argued, is a dedicated 
right-hand turn lane, particularly 
southbound on Yonge to Wellington. 

“I happened to be talking with a few 
of  my neighbours the other day and one 
of  the comments was it is a hell of  a lot 
easier to drive to Newmarket to shop than 
it is around Aurora,” said one resident. “If  
you don’t do something about that right-
hand turn lane you might as well take 
that Promenade Study and throw it in the 
garbage.”

One thing both candidates agreed on is 
redevelopment planned for the northwest 
corner of  Yonge and Wellington provides a 
great opportunity to look at that change.

“Developers have amassed that whole 
corner and while perhaps not in the very 
near future, they are very much interested 

in redeveloping that site,” said Mr. Gallo. 
“I believe they would want to contact the 
Region and make sure that lane is part of  
the plan for the redevelopment [of  that 
corner.]”

According to Mr. Dawe, those discussions 
are already 
underway and 
there are certain 
incentives that can 
be provided to the 
Town to make that 
turn lane happen, 
including bonusing 
(such as allowing 
developers to 
build an extra 
floor outside of  
the Town’s official 
plan in exchange 
for land to build the 
turn lane). 

“Increasing that 
space and probably 
working with 
traffic engineers 
in order to rejig 
the lights, I think 
we could do a lot 
to ease that traffic 
jam,” said Mr. 
Dawe. “I also think 
we need to move 
back. Part of  the 
issue in Aurora is 
we can’t get onto 
the 404 except at 
Wellington. I think 
we need to move 
[that access] father 
up and, in fact, I had 
a discussion with 

the Minister of  Transportation about an 
interchange at St. John’s Sideroad and 404.”

That suggestion, although it has been 
bandied about for the better part of  a decade, 
garnered decidedly mixed reaction from the 
audience. 
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Mayoral debate highlights business concerns in Yonge  
and Wellington corridors

By Brock Weir

In a debate hosted by the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, it should come 
as no surprise that Aurora’s businesses 
were a top priority of  the first Mayoral 
debate of  the season.

In a series of  wide-ranging questions 
developed by the Chamber, submitted 
to the Chamber through social media, 
and in questions directly from the 
audience, candidates Geoffrey Dawe 
and John Gallo zeroed their respective 
visions repeatedly back to Aurora’s 
Downtown Core.

Asked to speak about what they each 
thought were the biggest challenges 
facing Aurora’s businesses, Mr. Dawe 
was first up to bat. Encouraging 
businesses to develop was a top 
priority, he said, and to illustrate this, 
he said he has been “working on a plan 
to rejig Yonge Street to make it a more 
consumer-friendly environment” in 
the vein of  the main commercial areas 
of  places like Kingston and Cobourg. 

“We have implemented a 
[Community Improvement Plan] CIP, 
which the Town is now stepping up 
to say we wish to be part of  this walk 
with you,” said Mr. Dawe. “We wish to 
invest some money and help you move 
forward with your business.”

For Mr. Gallo, revitalizing Aurora’s 
Downtown Core is “essential” in 
moving forward. In his view, the 
blueprint is already there to do that 
in the form of  Aurora’s Promenade 
Study. To this end, he said he would 
implement a “task force” to implement 
the principles of  the plan, which 
include architectural and aesthetic 
standards for the area. 

“There are many, many things that 
are going wrong that need to be fixed,” 
said Mr. Gallo. “There are many 
businesses that are leaving downtown 
and moving either to the east of  
Aurora and becoming successful for 
very specific reasons and they should 
be encouraged to stay downtown and 
to deal with the many issues that they 
have.”

The number of  business closures 
along the Yonge Street corridor remain 
steady, as well as elsewhere in Aurora, 
claimed another question submission, 
asking each candidate how they would 
go about bucking this trend. Mr. Dawe 
told the audience when he was an 
Aurora business owner he “never 
expected” a government to give a 
handout, but he would have “looked 
towards my municipal government to 
create an environment where I wished 
to be.”

“There are a number of  businesses 
on Yonge Street that are extremely 
successful; we need to model those 
businesses,” said Mr. Dawe. “We have, 
in the last couple of  years, a substantial 
amount of  private sector investment 
in our downtown core, all within a two-
minute walk of  Yonge and Wellington. 
We recently completed [the CIP] which 
is the Town stepping up and saying, 
‘Okay, you folks have done a lot. Now 
it is our turn. You want to invest some 
money in refinishing your storefront? 
We’re willing to help you with that.’ 
The Town is taking those steps in 
order to work with the business to help 
them be more successful.”

A key factor in business 
revitalization in the Yonge Street 
corridor is renewed focus on the 
Promenade Plan, argued Mr. Gallo. The 
plan has been “sitting on the shelf” too 
long and it is time for action.

“I have sat down with business 
owners who…had to close their 
shop and they told me why,” said Mr. 
Gallo. “We need to sit down with 
the Committee with a very specific 
mandate and we can move that plan 
forward. I believe that, amongst many 
other things, is something that will 
revitalize Downtown and stop this 
trajectory of  stores that are closing.”

The Promenade Study was also key 
to focusing specifically on the Yonge 
and Wellington Corridor, but Mr. Gallo 
said he didn’t think it was “beneficial” 
to give “specific details on what one 
would do to fix that problem.”

“It is a complicated issue and it is 
going to take some significant time and 
effort to solve that problem,” he said. 
“Fortunately we have the base for it in 
the Promenade Study and a lot of  time, 
money and effort was spent to develop 
that plan. It is time to implement it.”

Mr. Dawe, on the other hand, said 
he believed Wellington corridor is 
“revitalizing itself.”

“A lot of  those houses have changed 
ownership, people are investing 
substantially in those houses to create 
some very nice places of  employment,” 
he said. “I think what we have to 
do with Yonge Street is either we 
have to abandon it because it is the 
TransCanada Highway and nothing is 
going to happen with it, or we have to 
take a very bold move.”

This bold move is exploring the 
idea of  taking Yonge Street in the 

Downtown Core down to a single lane 
each way with permanent parking 
on either side to make it “more user-
friendly” and a place where people 
want to come, spend time, and “spend 
more money.”

Whichever candidate has the plan 
to get more people into Aurora’s 
downtown core, the bigger question 
arises of  where these people will 
go once they are here. “Millions of  
dollars have been lost” as Aurora does 
not have overnight accommodation for 
conferences and sports events, argued 
one resident in a question. This was 
something both candidates agreed 
with, but had differing opinions on 

how the issue could be rectified.
“I have met with a number of  

hoteliers who have told me they are 
not in a position at this point to come 
into Aurora and build a hotel,” said Mr. 
Dawe. “A hotel was actually approved 
for development in Aurora back in 2008 
and then when the U.S. market tanked, 
they pulled out. That lot was then re-
sold to a Canadian developer and we 
they have chosen, for whatever reason, 
not to go forward. I absolutely agree we 
need a hotel and we have been working 
with hoteliers to get them interested 
and actively engage in coming up here 
and providing that facility.”

Mr. Gallo, on the other hand, 

disputed the view that there was a lack 
of  interest.

“I have already been approached 
by two developers,” he responded. 
“Additionally, I have been approached 
by land owners in Town who are very 
interested in developing hotels on 
their properties. It is something I want 
to spearhead, it is a huge need in Town, 
but I think I want to stress that the 
baseline is it needs to be sustainable.

“A convention centre needs to be 
sustainable. I am not interested in 
spending tax dollars on an ongoing 
basis, on an operating basis, to bring 
something like that to Town. It needs 
to be sustainable.”
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Culture Days at Hillary House
By Laura Fedynyszyn

This weekend, Aurora Historical 
Society will collaborate with several 
other local organizations to bring 
various cultural experiences to the 
community on September 27 as part 
of  the fifth annual Culture Days 
celebration.  

Culture Days is a series of  events 
across Canada with the aim of  raising 
awareness, accessibility, participation 
and engagement in Canada’s arts and 
cultural scene. 

Built in 1862 and lived in by four 
doctors over the years, Hillary House 
has something for everyone. While 
much attention is paid to the medical 
and domestic collections at Hillary 
House, the Hillarys were also heavily 
involved in fine arts, music and other 
cultural pursuits. Visitors exploring 
the gardens might see hints of  this 
from outside as a plaster Venus de Milo, 
sculpted by Beatrice Hillary, peers out 
the drawing room window.  Her painted 
portrait hangs close by, surrounded 
by various paintings collected by her 
husband, Guy Roberts of  the Roberts 
Gallery, whom she met while studying 
fine art in Toronto.

Decorative arts were not to be 
ignored either. Small woodworking 
projects done by Dr. Robert Michael 
Hillary can be found throughout the 
building, such as Moorish supports 
for the two adjustable card tables in 
the study. A small needlepoint sampler 
brightens the old kitchen downstairs 
and is a testament to the skilled hand 
of  Ellen Kelly, future wife of  Michael 
Hillary. Finally, an ornate 19th century 
sewing machine sits at the ready on the 
top floor landing. Areas of  wear on the 
painted finish show it was well used by 
the Hillarys’ nimble fingers. 

As well as being strong proponents of  

the visual arts, the walls of  the Hillary 
family home often echoed with the 
sweet sound of  musical instruments. 
A 19th century square piano resides in 
the drawing room, while a small reed 
organ, called a portable melodeon, 
occupies the study. Robert William 
Hillary was a renowned violinist. He 
would often travel around town to play 
violin at dances and special occasions 
while his daughters accompanied him 
on the melodeon. Today this musical 
tradition continues as a generously 
donated grand piano in the ballroom is 
played at special events.

For those with more modern tastes, 
Hillary House is also proud to present 
its annual Art at the Manor exhibit. 
This year, AHS invited the Aurora 
Public Library Camera Club to come 
and interpret the grounds through 
their photographic lenses. From lawn 
bowling balls to porcelain pitchers, 
these contemporary photographers 
have found beauty in some of  the most 
unexpected places.

Hillary House is located at 15372 
Yonge Street, about a block and a half  
north of  Wellington. On Culture Days, 
guests will be treated to guided tours 
of  the house and a special artefact 
handling session where you can 
closely examine some of  the objects 
enjoyed by the Hillary family. Children 
are welcome to complete a scavenger 
hunt inside the house as they discover 
Aurora’s past.  We look forward to 
seeing you then! 

Students key to solution as they are 
living in the cybersphere: superintendent
does not mean, however, that students 
are having things any easier.

“Where the growth of  bullying has 
been certainly over the last three years 
has been in the cybersphere,” says Mr. 
Hoyle. “We know from our own work 
with children here in the Board that 
this is an issue here in schools and we 
felt it was something that needed to be 
addressed in a very concerted way.”

Both the YRDSB and the YCDSB have 
worked diligently to put this response 
together. “They are all our kids”, says 
Mr. Hoyle of  the collaboration, and it 
is important for both boards to move 
together in the same direction, along 
with partners from the York Regional 
Police (YRP). 

“We are all aware of  tragedies that 
have occurred across the country, and the 
names of  children like Rahteah Parsons, 
Jamie Hubley, and Amanda Todd, and 
recognizing cyber bullying is on the 
rise, children have access to technology 
much more than they did in the past,” he 
says. “I know that sounds like a truism, 
but it is a truism, and we felt this was 
something we needed to focus on.”

In addition to the YRP, the Boards also 
worked with the Bully Free Community 
Alliance of  York Region to develop their 
plan of  action. While Monday’s event 
will launch the hashtag in style, the 
campaign doesn’t end there. Ongoing 
work and resources will be provided 
to help support students, parents, and 
school staff  moving forward. But, for 
many in the school board – and indeed 
the home – tackling cyberbullying might 
be uncharted territory.

“It is critical that if  we’re going to 
make a difference, you have to do it at 
the level of  students,” says Hoyle. “A 
student voice, student leadership and 
student participation are absolutely 
critical and the answer to what we need 
in this particular sphere as much as it 
is anywhere. To use another old phrase, 
they are digital natives. They understand 
this technology, or at least how to use it. 
We certainly had support from students 
in terms of  that.

“It is perhaps difficult for us as adults 
when we aren’t as well-versed with it. 
Some people are very well-versed in 
it, but students live in it. We have to do 
whatever we can to help them understand 

the appropriate ways to deal with it.”
Over the course of  the campaign, the 

Boards will be monitoring the hashtag 
as it spreads within schools, with an 
emphasis on secondary schools, the 
number of  hits it receives, and the 
campaign will evolve from there.

This is not the first time the YRDSB has 
delved into the world of  online bullying 
and abuse. Two years ago they launched 
“Report It!”, an online feature which 
allows students to report incidents of  
bullying and other abuse anonymously to 
schools and the board itself. That too was 
a student-driven initiative, stemming out 
the Board’s annual Our Voice conference, 
where students said they didn’t feel they 
had a way to report bullying and not put 
themselves out there.

The words of Marina Nemat were brought to life at Theatre Aurora last week in 
a staged reading of a play based on her bestselling memoir, Prisoner of Tehran. 
Performing in the reading were Petrina Lee, Julie Wood, Kayla Wehlan, Chuck 
Therrien, and Andrew Tite. A series of events surrounding the book are planned 
around Aurora this Saturday in conjunction with Culture Days, including a Q&A 
session with Ms. Nemat herself, hosted by the Aurora Public Library, and a cele-
bration of Persian culture at the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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In Collaboration with 
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Human Resources representatives will be accepting resumes

Join us for our Fun Fair
Friday, September 26, 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, September 27 at 10:00 a.m. until noon
Meet students, staff, faculty and parents. Learn more 
about our specialized programming and go on a personal 
tour of our historic campus. 

100% university placement!

Games, Rides, BBQ Dinner, Live Music, Craft Tent and more!

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School
since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

LIMITED SPACE STILL AVAILABLE IN 
SOME GRADES FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR! 

Indoor tennis facility plan set to be nixed by Council
By Brock Weir

Fall has arrived and Aurora’s tennis 
enthusiasts are now starting to think 
about taking their favourite sport 
indoors before the winter.

Those hoping for a new indoor tennis 
facility here in Aurora to pick up where 
Timberlane is set to leave off  next 
year, could be disappointed as Council 
prepares to hit the brakes on a proposal 
to build a new, multi-purpose indoor 
tennis facility at Stewart Burnett Park.

Indoor tennis has long been proposed 
for the park on Aurora’s east side, with 
a proposal coming forward last year for 
a tennis “bubble.” Council voted to hold 
off  on making a decision on the bubble, 
however, in favour of  exploring a rigid 
structure.

The results of  that exploration, 
however, raised eyebrows around the 
Council table. 

Going into last week’s General 
Committee “Why we decided 
not to go forward after we 
had done all that work to 
accommodate [the club] 
I will never understand 
that. meeting, they faced 
a recommendation for 
“the initial phase of  the 
consultation process” 
clocking in at $200,000. 

“Staff  recommend that a 
design consultant be engaged 
to determine what exactly 
this facility will be comprised 
of,” said Al Downey, Aurora’s Director 
of  Parks and Recreation, in his report 
to Council. “There are several facility 
providers on the market offering a 
wide range of  alternative designs. In 
the absence of  sole sourcing a provider, 
Council will be required to identify 
the required elements of  this facility 
and any ancillary components, The 
design consultant can then research 
appropriate providers and solicit 
community input to ensure that all 
requests are addressed. 

“The consultant will present options 
and cost estimates to Council on the 
initial phase. Council will be requested 
to approve a preferred design option 
and recommend an option for the 
construction and operation of  the 
approved facility.”

While four different options were 
presented to Council in the report, they 
were not explored further as members 
balked at the $200,000 price tag just for 
consultant work. 

“A couple of  phrases came to mind 
when I was going through this whole 
thing,” said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 
“We asked Mr. Downey to investigate a 
facility [and] put out a call for tender. 
Council, as a result of  that, endorsed 
a third party to design, build, operate 
and finance the facility of  Stewart 
Burnett Park back in June 2013. The 
tender was released in December 
and we had replies in January. The 
recommended recipient was Canadian 
Winter Tennis.”

According to Mr. Downey, had that 
option been approved, Aurora could 
have made $241,833 at the end of  the 20 
year deal with Canadian Winter Tennis. 
This, said Mayor Dawe, should have 
been more of  a factor in considering 
whether to look at an alternate project. 
He also said moving towards a rigid, 
multi-purpose structure for indoor 
tennis was a move which flummoxed 
organizers of  the Rogers Cup, who 

called his office looking for 
further information.

“We have a situation 
where we have a proposal 
that can go forward and 
have a tennis facility,” 
Mayor Dawe concluded. “If  
we had actually awarded the 
tender back when we had 
these original discussions, 
it probably would have been 
up and ready by next spring. 
Now, we have just delayed 
it. If  we go forward with 

this, it is just going to cost us a bunch 
more money. I don’t see the value to our 
taxpayers. I think we need to rethink 
what we’re doing here.

“We need to be moving forward with 
the original concept we came forward 
with. It is not going to cost the Town any 
money. Indeed, it is going to generate 
income.”

A similar view was expressed by 
Councillor Evelyn Buck, who said she 
was “aghast” Council did not go with 
the original contract last year. She said 
it did not sit well with her that Council 
changed course after a delegation from 
the Aurora Community Tennis Club 
while others in the community were 
looking for a facility. 

“[Tennis players] just want to keep 
doing what they love to do,” she said. 
“Why we decided not to go forward 
after we had done all that work to 
accommodate [the club] I will never 
understand that. I am not sure Council 
should be setting aside sensible 

What is diarrhea?
Diarrhea is frequent and loose 

stools. The number of  bowel 
movements varies from person to 
person. Diarrhea can start and resolve 
within days, but can also last for a long 
time. Diarrhea is a sign of  a disease 
and is not a disease itself.

What causes short lasting diarrhea? 
It can be caused by viral, bacterial or 
parasitic infection. The most common 
is viral gastroenteritis or stomach flu. 
Some medication such as antibiotics, 
diabetic pills, and anti-inflammatories 
can cause diarrhea as a side effect. 
Stress, excess alcohol, some foods and 
beverages can also cause diarrhea. 
However, other causes possible.

What causes long lasting diarrhea?
Chronic diarrhea can be a symptom 

of  other illnesses, particularly 
those affecting the digestive system. 
Examples include Crohn’s disease, 
irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), 
Microscopic colitis, Celiec disease, 
diverticulitis, and infection with the 
HIV virus. Other diseases, such as 
cholera, dysentery, and giardiasis can 
also cause chronic diarrhea. 

Are there any tests necessary?
Doctors may recommend a stool test 

in cases of  acute diarrhea following 
return from abroad or from Canadian 
wilderness, use of  well water, severe 
diarrhea with fever or other symptoms, 
severe diarrhea lasting more than a 
few days, after taking antibiotic, or if  
there is blood found in the stools. In 

cases of  chronic diarrhea, other tests, 
such as a barium enema, colonoscopy 
may be needed. 

What is helpful to control diarrhea?
Rehydration is very important 

during acute diarrhea. Dehydration 
can be dangerous, particularly in 
the elderly and young children.  
Electrolyte solutions to replace 
lost fluids and salts are available as 
flavored powder in sachets or liquids 
but home remedies such as broth 
with salt can used as well. Opiate 
derivatives slow movements through 
the intestine and should only be taken 
as a short-term solution and not in 
during acute diarrhea unless advised 
by your doctor. Antispasmotic can be 
used to control cramps associated with 
diarrhea. In some cases antibiotics 
can be used.

Avoid dairy product during and a 
few weeks after diarrhea as it can cause 
prolong diarrhea. A carbohydrate diet 
that includes boiled potatoes or boiled 
rice may help.

When diarrhea is not resolving, talk 
to your family doctor about further 
investigations and treatment.

Oak Ridges Endoscopy Centre offers 
colonoscopy and upper gastrointestinal 
endoscopy services and is conveniently 
located in Oak Ridges Medical building, 
13291 Yonge Street, Suite 400, Richmond 
Hill,  Fax 1-866-643-9669, Phone (905) 
751-2930

What do you need to know when you 
have diarrhea?

Advertorial

decisions because one individual comes 
forward and says, ‘We don’t like that.’”

Last year’s recommendation, 
however, was not so sensible to 
Councillor John Gallo, who said the 
orginal intention was to go out to tender 
and engage the public on whether 
they wanted a tennis bubble or a rigid 
structure. That, he said, didn’t happen.

“I was just as shocked at the 
ticket price for this consulting,” said 
Councillor Gallo. “I certainly would 
not support it with the previous road 
we were going and I was happy we 

didn’t proceed that way because I am 
one that feels we could have done much 
better. I am not interested in spending 
tax dollars on this and I believe that 
we can accomplish what we’re trying 
to accomplish without spending tax 
dollars towards this. 

“We are so late in this term, I am 
not sure why this took so long to get 
this. We could have had this discussion 
far before this. I am not interested in 
pursuing this and, at this point, I think 
it is for the next Council to decide 
[going] forward.” 

“Why we decided 
not to go forward 
after we had done 

all that work to 
accommodate 

[the club] 
I will never 

understand that.”
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Dawson Dental - Aurora
133 Pedersen Drive 
905.713.2600

Save 50% on a 
New Patient Exam

$33-$65
(Reg. $62-$122)

Offer expires October 31st, 2014

Save 50% on a 
Custom Mouthguard

(Reg. $52)
Offer expires October 31st, 2014

*With completion of a comprehensive exam.

$26

*Cannot be combined with any other offer.
*At participating Dawson Dental locations.

Protect your smile with a custom mouthguard 
and discover why 1000ʼs of patients have called 

Dawson their Dental Home.

Red Wings spoil Tigers’ home 
opener, Aurora drops two in a row

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Tigers are off  to a rare 
1 – 2 start, managing only three goals in 
a weekend that saw them drop back-to-
back home games.

The Tigers hosted the Hamilton 
Red Wings Friday night in their home 
opener at the Aurora Community 
Centre, where Mayor Geoff  Dawe 
dropped the puck for the ceremonial 
faceoff  to open the 2014-2015 season.

The home team got on the board 
early when Keaton Ratcliffe beat Red 
Wing goaltender Alex Bishop for the 1 
– 0 lead. 

Hamilton would then go on to pot 
three in a row, leading the Tigers 3 – 1 
heading to the second intermission.

Despite a late charge led by goals 
from Cameron Morrison and Daniel 
Mantenuto, Hamilton would come out 
on top due to a solo effort from veteran 
Luke Sinclair to give the Red Wings the 
4 -3 win.

Aurora was back on the ice at home 
the next day against the Lindsay 
Muskies, locked into what would be a 
goaltender’s battle.

Deadlocked at 0 – 0 in the first, 
Muskie Keegan Cairns broke in 
alone against Tigers goaltender Andy 
Munroe. Munroe was able to get a glove 
on the snapshot, hitting the post and 
preserving the scoreless game. 

A minute later, Tiger Marty Lawlor 
picked up the puck in the high slot, also 
ringing one off  the post on the short 
side and leaving the teams tied after 

one period of  play.
The scoring would open midway 

through the second, when a shot from 
the point by the Muskies was picked up 
by Stefan von Engelbrechten who put 
the rebound under the glove of  Munroe.

Despite two early powerplays, the 
Muskies’ defence was effective in 
keeping the Tigers to the outside where 
they were forced to send pucks to the 
middle.

The Tigers would find a spark at the 
end of  the second, when Callum Fryer, 
Jordan DaSilva, and Nicholas Erb 
played a textbook triangle defence to 
kill off  a full two-minute 5-on-3.

However, Fryer was sent to the box 
ten seconds later on a hooking call. In 
the last few seconds of  the powerplay, 
Logan DeNoble found room on the 
short side to beat Munroe, putting the 
visiting team ahead 2 – 0 heading into 
the second intermission.

A fairly uneventful third was 
highlighted by a flashy glove save by 
Munroe on a one-time slapshot off  the 
draw by Lindsay’s Matthew Marchese.

Down by two, the Tiger’s pulled 
Munroe with 1:50 left in the game, 
which led to an easy empty-net goal by 
Cairns to secure the win.

The Tigers complete a three-game 
homestand Friday against the St. 
Michael’s Buzzers, before heading to 
Georgetown to face the Raiders on 
Sunday.

For more information, stats, and 
schedules, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreak.com.

CAMPAIGN HOTLINE: 905-751-0734   EMAIL: Geoff @Geoff Dawe.com   WEBSITE: www.Geoff Dawe.com

LEADERSHIP, COMMUNITY, STABILITY

905-751-0734   www.geoffdawe.com

ON OCTOBER 27, 2014

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER 
Monday, September 29

7pm – 9pm

King Richard’s Pub
 15570 Yonge St.  Aurora 

RSVP: info@geoffdawe.com
Let’s show our support for Aurora’s Mayor – see you there!

Lenses and much more!

Jays drop third in a row to lose 
NDBL Championship to Ivy Leafs

By Jake Courtepatte

It’s “always the bridesmaid, never 
the bride” for the Aurora Jays.

The North Dufferin Baseball League 
(NDBL) closed its books on the 2014 
season last Saturday, as the Ivy Leafs 
defeated the Aurora Jays in six games 
in the best-of-seven championship 
series.

It marked the second time in two 
years that the Jays, who are still seeking 
their first NDBL title, would lose the 
championship series.

The Jays made the trip to Ivy on 
Saturday for a crucial elimination 
Game 6, having lost two in a row to the 
Leafs to be behind in the series 3 – 2.

Both teams arguably sent their best 
pitchers to the mound, with the Jays 
Brent Owen facing off  against Brad 
Grieveson for the Leafs.

Deadlocked at zero in the bottom 
of  the fifth, a perfect game by Owen 
was broken with a walk to Ivy’s Mike 
Kriegizas. It would prove costly, as 
he would be sent to second base on a 
sacrifice bunt, later being brought in by 
a Chad Watters base hit to put the Leafs 
up 1 – 0.

Desperate, the Jays pressed in the 
sixth, when Ted Beadle, Chris Rettie, 
and Fab Dolan would each hit singles to 
load the bases with two outs.

However, Jake Pinnegar would hit a 
liner to second to end the inning and 
leave all three base runners stranded.

Owen allowed only one baserunner 
in the bottom half  of  the sixth, pairing 
two strikeouts with a nice Ryan Lewis 
catch on a deep fly ball.

Needing to score a run to extend the 
game in the top of  the seventh, Daniel 

Eric Williams send a shot on net in the Tigers’ home loss to the Lindsay Muskies 
Saturday.                     Auroran photos by Jake Courtepatte
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Community 
Appreciation

BBQ 
AURORA UNITED CHURCH 

would like to thank the 
people of Aurora for 

their love and support 
since the �re.

Live Music by Glenn Marais and Delayne Drive 
Face Painting • Fire Trucks

FREE BBQ!

Saturday, September 27, 2014
2:00 – 5:00 pm

To be held on the church site on 
15186 Yonge Street

Atom AE Tigers roar into the 2014-15 
season with an early bird tournament championship

Barbarians avoid relegation with 
impressive win

By John Reich

The tension was palpable prior to 
the kick off  between Waterloo County 
Pirates and the Aurora Barbarians at 
Fletcher’s Fields on Saturday with the 
outcome deciding which club would 
remain in Ontario Rugby’s top tier of  
competition, the Marshall Premiership 
and which would be relegated to the 
Provincial “B” division.  

Waterloo entered the game four 
points ahead of  Aurora in the standings 
after an impressive 44-8 win at home 
last week versus Oakville Crusaders 
while the Barbarians could only read 
the bad news having a bye on the second 
to last week of  the season. 

The Aurora club would need a win 
and a bonus point while shutting out 
the County side for no bonus points in 
order to leap frog into 7th place in the 
regular season finale. And they got it all 
with a convincing 24-6 victory.

Waterloo elected to take the strong 
wind at their backs for the first forty 
minutes but the Barbarians dominated 
play throughout the frame with Aurora 
winger Aaron Holt scoring the only try 
of  the half  versus two penalty kicks for 

Waterloo to close out the half  with the 
Pirates up 6-5. And while the Barbarians 
lost some of  their early swagger in the 
second half  and suffered through a ten 
minute sendoff  of  second row Paul 
Ciulini, a couple of  key replacements 
by Coach Ian McLeod lifted the team.

Replacement scrum half  Byron 
Boville got things going with a two 
meter plunge approximately ten 
minutes into the second half. The 
conversion by Outhalf  Bryn Davies put 
the Barbs up 12-6.  

Ten minutes later a long grubber 
kick by Davies put centre Jon West into 
position to chase down the ball and score 
the Barbs’ third try. Waterloo attempted 
desperately to get back in the game 
taking chances but not able to break the 
Barbarians’ ferocious defense.  

With ten minutes left in the half  full 
back Sean Sinel broke free on a smooth 
exchange in the Aurora backs to give 
the club the coveted bonus point for the 
fourth try.  The conversion by Davies 
sealed the game.

Afterwards Coach McLeod praised 
the commitment of  the team. 

“We had veterans step up and play 

Continued on page 23

Lehmkuhl gave the Jays a fighting 
chance by hitting a single down the 
centre to reach base with zero outs.

Stephen Vallee would then hit a 
textbook sacrifice bunt to bring the 
tying run to second base.

Chris Bloom fought back from a 0 – 2 
count to face a 3 – 2, eventually being hit 
by a pitch to put two runners on board.

Unfortunately, the Jays season would 
come crashing down one batter later, as 
Ian Rettie, who led the team with 35 hits 
in the regular season, hit into a double-
play sending the Leafs’ dugout into a 
frenzy.

Owen’s outing was downplayed by 

the loss, allowing only two hits and one 
walk in a complete game for the Jays.

Grieveson was given MVP honours 
after the game for his pitching efforts, 
giving up seven hits in the shutout and 
his third win of  the series.

It was the Leafs’ eighth Strother Cup 
win, and the first since 2003. Meanwhile, 
the Jays are still looking for their first 
championship, previously having 
dropped the series in four games to the 
Bolton Brewers last year.

The Jays were the top seed coming 
into the 2014 playoffs, having gone 21-4-1 
in the season. Prior to the championship 
series, the Jays were undefeated in the 
postseason.

From page 17
Leafs take eighth Strother Cup

The Ivy Leafs celebrat-
ed their eighth Strother 
Cup win Saturday, in a 1 
- 0 Game Six victory over 
the Aurora Jays. 

Auroran photo 
by Jake Courtepatte

This month, the Atom AE Tigers Season kicked off with the Orangeville Early Bird Tour-
nament.

Due to injury and schedule conflicts, the Tigers played the entire tournament without a 
full roster of skaters. However, the team bonded tightly together and found a way to sup-
port one another in moments of need. True credit goes to the players and their families 
for showing resiliency and humility throughout the first week of play.

Game One ended in a closely-played 2-2 tie with the host team, the Orangeville Flyers. 
Game 2 featured a strong effort by the Tigers against the Barrie Colts, as the back and 
forth affair ended with an exciting third period and a full-effort Tigers win, 2-1. In Game 
3, the defence stepped up and delivered a strong performance, helping the Tigers to a 
6-1 win over Georgina. Game 4 featured a shutout performance, as the team emerged 
victorious in the semi-final game against Centre Wellington, 4-0. Game 5, the champi-
onship game, featured the Tigers vs. the Orangeville Flyers. In what was another strong 
team performance, the Tiger offence/defence played hard and was supported by solid 
goaltending, leading to a championship game victory, 3-1.

In the span of 48 hours, the Tigers played five games, never once lacking in effort, focus, 
or teamwork. The early bird championship is a nice start for the team, and speaking of 
team, every active roster player has already scored a point this season. 
                        Submitted by Chris MacEachern
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By Brock Weir

Some university roommates kick in 
little more than junk food to keep the 
dorm room hopping, but Keith Scott 
lucked out. 

The Aurora resident was a university 
student when he was first introduced 
to the wide world of  scotch courtesy 
of  his roommate, whose father worked 
for a large distribution company in 
New York. The roommate would go 
home every weekend and return with 
a “plethora of  spirits”, unknowingly 
sending Keith on a journey which 
would take him from San Francisco to 
Scotland, and almost everywhere in 
between, as a roving scotch expert.

After taking his passion and 
expertise to countless communities, 
October 9 will be a first 
for him as he brings 
his love of  scotch to a 
hometown crowd.

Keith will be on 
hand Thursday, 
October 9, at a special 
scotch tasting event 
to benefit the Aurora 
Historical Society and 
CHATS – Community 
& Home Assistance to 
Seniors. There, he will 
take ticket-holders on 
a journey through the 
history and nuances 
of  five single malt 
scotches.

“The scotch and 
whiskey industry 
is such a growing 
sector right now,” says Mr. Scott. “The 
distilleries in the States and Scotland 
are investing millions into increasing 
their capacity. Worldwide demand is 
outstripping supply, unfortunately, but 
we’re fortunate in Canada because we 
do have a good supply chain of  so many 
different kinds of  scotches.

“I don’t work for any particular 
distillery, but when I go out and 
make presentations, it is exciting for 
me to go out and share the passion 
and excitement for it. I have done 
presentations [all over the world] but I 
have never done one in my hometown 

after living here for 18 years so, for me, 
this is kind of  exciting!”

From those early days of  sipping a 
variety of  scotches with his roommate, 
Mr. Scott says he has seen definite 
demographic shifts in who is drinking 
scotch. More often than not, women 
are becoming primary scotch drinkers 
in bars, he said, giving something still 
often perceived as “your dad’s drink” a 
new lease on life for a new generation.

“Mixologists are owning the bar right 
now,” he says. “The Old Fashioned is one 
drink everyone remembers, but they 
are doing so many different versions of  
it. We were in a downstairs basement 
apartment that was converted to this 
small little bar and the magic I saw 
happening in that little bar will get to 
North America soon. There are hubs of  

innovation in the scotch and whiskey 
realm and you see it extrapolated 
throughout the world.”

As he travels around the world, 
eventually zeroing in here at home, 
Mr. Scott says he tailors his scotch 
tastings to both challenge stodgy 
misconceptions about scotch, as well as 
give tasters a new appreciation on how 
to get the most out of  their libation. 
Floral notes in scotch can often 
dictate certain regions where they are 
produced, but sometimes more peaty 
malts can either turn people on or off.

“If  you’re paying the money for a 

bottle of  scotch, you should not listen 
to the marketer, you should enjoy 
whatever you want,” he says. “There 
are millions of  dollars put into an 
industry to characterize a certain 
brand and if  that is what you like, so be 
it, but you should never say you want 
to stick to one region. Try everything. 
That is why it is so exciting to have 
these tastings and that is why they are 
becoming more and more popular. 

“This is just about giving an 
introduction to something I have such 
a passion for. This is a category in the 
spirit industry 
that is growing 
huge. To share it 
with neighbours 
is kind of  nice, 
actually! There 
are so many 
falsehoods out 
there that it is 
always nice to 
correct them 
and have people 
walking away 
saying ‘How can 
we do that?’ All 

too often we default to our normal 
drink at a social function and if  you are 
at somebody’s house or bar you’ll order 
the same old thing. If  you can expand 
your repertoire of  spirits, it is kind of  
nice.”

The Aurora Historical Society & 
CHATS’ Scotch Tasting Event will take 
place at Hillary House (15372 Yonge 
Street) from 7 – 9 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 9. Tickets are $60 per person ($55 
for AHS members). For more information 
call Kelley at 905-713-3373.
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Arts & Culture

905.758.7877

NorthEast
construction
Design + Build + Renovate

C A L L  U S  F O R  A  Q U O T E

JIM ABRAM 
  For AURORA TOWN COUNCILLOR 

 

   
 
                            

 ELECT 

  
I promise to bring strong leadership and good governance to Town 
Council through a collaborative management style and a focus on 

moving the business of the citizens of Aurora forward. 
 

PLEASE VOTE FOR JIM FOR COMMITMENT, PASSION AND EXPERIENCE 
 

I would be honoured if you would vote for Jim Abram on October 27th 

    jimabram@sympatico.ca  •  905-713-3143

“It Is Time For Change!”

Scotch isn’t just your dad’s drink anymore, says local expert

CHATS’ Tim Jones and Erika Mazanik of the Aurora Histor-
ical Society sample scotch in the Hillary House ballroom 
courtesy of Keith Scott.          Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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ADVERTISEMENT

Ontario’s Beer Store delivers 
the lowest beer prices in Canada
Ontario consumers benefi t from highly competitive beer market

How we sell beer, wine and liquor 
has been a hot topic this summer across 
Ontario. 

Not just how we sell beer, but for how 
much. 

For example, consider the claims 
of those calling for liquor sales at 
convenience stores and gas stations, 
including the multinational chains that 
own them.  They have falsely claimed 
beer prices are lower in Quebec than 
Ontario.

It’s just not true. Data gathered by 
A.C. Neilsen and analyzed by Navigant 
Economics shows that even though 
Ontario beer taxes are double those in 
Quebec, average selling prices at the 
Beer Store are still lower.  

When prices before government taxes 
were examined the study found the 
average Ontario beer price was more 
than 18% lower.  It also found that the 
pre-tax price for best selling package 
sizes – 6, 12 and 24-packs – were all 
lower here at the Beer Store.

In fact, prices at the Beer Store are 
the lowest in Canada. 

That’s because there is intense 
competition among brewers who set 
their own prices at the Beer Store’s 
450 retail locations – with frequent, 
multiple price changes as brewers 
jockey for position and market share.

The Beer Store is a completely 
open system.  Any brewer can sell as 
many brands in as many Beer Store 
locations as they choose. It’s a highly 
competitive selling environment. With 
more than 100 brewers and more than 
400 brands competing, consumers reap 
the benefi ts of competition through 
lower prices.

Complete open access  is not a 
common feature of private alcohol 
retailing. We believe many small 
brewers would be denied the ability 
to sell in small convenience stores and 
gas stations, thus reducing choice for 

Ontario consumers.
Selling beer, wine and hard liquor at 

more than 10,000 convenience store 
and gas station locations, many close 
to our schools and right next to our 
homes, would increase distribution 
costs signifi cantly.  Add those higher 
costs to Ontario’s higher beer tax and 
prices will rise. 

It’s just common sense. Even the 
CEO of the Ontario Convenience 
Stores Association told the media 
their members  “never advocated that 
we were going to offer cheap beer to 
anybody.” 

He referred to higher prices as an “up 
charge” related to “the convenience 
factor.”

We know milk and bread costs 
more at the convenience store. But 
the convenience ‘up charge’ of selling 
alcohol is a much higher cost than just 
dollars and cents.

What price do we place on preventing 
sales to minors? What price do we 
place on the gains we have made in 
reducing drinking and driving? What 
price do we place on keeping crime 
out of our neighbourhood convenience 
stores, close to our homes?

The real debate is not about price. 
Ontario consumers already win on 
price.

The real debate is about whether 
Ontario really needs 10,000 new 
liquor stores.  If the result is an 
erosion of responsible sales and higher 
beer prices, we’re certain that most 
Ontarians will say the cost is just too 
high.  

Jeff Newton is President and CEO of 
Canada's National Brewers (CNB), a national 
trade association representing Labatt Brewing 
Company Ltd., Molson Coors Canada and 
Sleeman Breweries  Ltd., who jointly operate 
the Beer Store. For more information visit 
www.ontariobeerfacts.ca

By Jeff Newton

On behalf of Magna and Neighbourhood 
Network, Thank You to the many 

volunteers and community  organizers for 
making this year’s Hoedown a huge success!

It is a good time to be an art aficionado in Aurora as local artists put their best feet forward for this 
weekend’s Culture Days. “Expressions 4 U”, a new exhibition bringing together the work of four mem-
bers of the Society of York Region Artists, opens this Friday, September 26, at The Patrick House, an 
art gallery on the northwest corner of Temperance Street and Tyler. These four artists bring together 
their love of nature, indigenous peo-
ple, and even abstracts to show off a 
variety of styles and tastes. “I hope 
people take away the variety Aurora 
artists can offer,” explains Christine 
Valentini. “Being close to the Cultur-
al Centre, the Library, Aurora has a 
lot of culture. We’re just part of it and 
enjoying everything that goes along 
with it.

(From left) Carol Beaver, Judy Bob-
son, Claire d’Aurore and Christine  
Valentini. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Over at the Aurora Public Library, the work of eight 
artists taking part in the Aurora Studio Tour is now on 
display for all to see, in conjunction with Culture Days. 
Back Row, Left to Right: Margarete Brunner, Deborah 
Campo, Sabine Ellen, (Front) Najima Kausar, Linda Leh-
man, and Christine Valentini. 

Photo by Cindy Shaver

CRAMMING THE CRUISER – York Regional Police were on hand at Sobeys (15500 Bayview Avenue) 
on Saturday to help “Cram the Cruiser”. The annual fall food drive is a joint effort and all proceeds 
crammed into the cruiser by the end of the day were donated to the Aurora Food Pantry. Pictured 
above getting the ball rolling are Sgt. McIlveen of the York Regional Police with Sobeys Assistant 
Manager Jennifer Bland.                        Auroran photo by David Falconer

ART ABOUNDS IN AURORA
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ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  KROEHLER!  BRENTWOOD!   
KINGSDOWN!    ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

COME EARLY! CROWDS WILL BE LARGE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

 

ELECTION 2014

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Gary Bergstein Gemmologist Inc.
 Jewellery Apprasials in the Comfort, Convenience 

and Security of Your Home

gsbappraisals@gmail.com 
www.scjdiamonds.ca

Please call Gary Bergstein
at 905-727-8023

for an appointment

For better or worse, Barb Barker has had a 
front-row seat to Downtown development

By Brock Weir

Barb Barker hasn’t entered the race 
to be a Councillor for the Town of  
Aurora on a whim.

It neared the top of  her bucket list 
over a decade ago, but before she was 
able to throw her hat into the ring, life 
intervened.

After her husband’s death eight years 
ago, she was left to put two children 
through university while still a few 
years shy before she was eligible for 
early retirement from the CIBC branch 
just south of  Yonge and Wellington. 
But, with her kids grown, and retired 
as of  February, now is the right time.

“I have lived in Aurora for 33 years 
and have seen a lot of  changes in Town 
– some for the best, some not – but I 
would love to make a difference,” she 
says.

From her seat at CIBC, Ms. Barker had 
a front row seat to the various changes 
that have taken place in Aurora’s 
Downtown Core. She says she has 
seen a business area “sadly lacking,” 
with stores and businesses struggling 
to stay relevant and vibrant. As more 
businesses were built spreading out 
towards the 404, core businesses took a 
hit and this is something she would like 
to combat if  elected on October 27. 

“We have had a pretty good Council 
and Mayor in the Town and now it 
is time to bring in some new blood,” 
she says, noting her time sitting on a 
committee which helped to form the 
Aurora Promenade Study, a vision for 
the Yonge and Wellington Corridors. 
“My main goal is to look at the future, 
to keep our youth continuing to live 
in Aurora and not running away 
from Aurora, and also to make things 
accessible, to make this a self-sufficient 
Town, and to get things [to] where 
people can be proud to shop, live and 
work in the Aurora area.

“Perhaps one of  the biggest 
challenges [of  this race] is to get people 
to understand what is needed and 
to improve the Downtown Core. We 
need to get more companies involved 
and industries to come into Aurora to 
actually fill up spaces that are empty. 
I’m looking at the south end of  Town 
and it is alive and well, but I am looking 
at the north end of  Town and it needs 
help and assistance to get it going.”

North of  the Downtown Core, 
however, is one particular project 
which excites Ms. Barker. As a long-
time volunteer with community groups 
such as Scouts Canada, Guides, and 
Air Cadets, she comes honestly by 
her conviction that it is important to 
entice youth to stay in Aurora. Going 
a significant way towards this goal, 
she says, is the redevelopment of  the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex to 
accommodate Community Space for 
Youth.

Ms. Barker says she has been a vocal 
advocate for a youth centre in Aurora 
for nearly 20 years. After years of  
“talking, and talking, and talking,” it is 
finally becoming a reality. 

“I was thrilled [when it was 
approved] because that way parents 
would know where their youth are and 
they wouldn’t be wandering the streets 
at night, as well as the opportunities it 
would offer to youth,” she says. “Maybe 
it could offer them employment 
opportunities to teach them what it is 
all about. Maybe helping the youth in 
that regard to be better trained, it could 
provide opportunities for them wanting 
to open up little businesses in Town.”

A youth centre would also provide an 
opportunity for the many youth groups 
and clubs already existing in Aurora 
to have a place to come together, share 
resources, and be a one-stop-shop for all 
the activities going on around Town.

“I have been 100 per cent behind 
this,” she says. “Yes, it is costing money 
to fix the infrastructure, but it was 
done 30 years ago. It is time for it to be 
changed. What better way than to add 
on and improve it anyway because it 
is money well spent for youth will be 
able to utilize it, along with families as 
well.”

Such spaces would also benefit 
Aurora’s seniors, she said, leading 
towards a more inclusive community. 
To this end, Ms. Barker says she has 
heard from residents who believe a 
smaller scale grocery store within 
walking distance to those living in 
the Downtown Area might just be 
a significant contributing factor in 
Downtown redevelopment.

Once people are down there, however, 
it is time to look at the broader picture. 
This includes a complete review of  
traffic lights in the area, particularly 
advance lefts for people looking to turn 
onto Wellington Street from Yonge and 
vice versa.

“I am honest and upfront with the 
way I feel,” says Ms. Barker. “I am not 
wasteful of  taxpayers’ dollars. I work 
for the underdog, but I do listen and try 

to do, to the best of  my ability, to assist them. I have been a 
resident here for 33 years, I love it, and would never move 
anywhere else.”

Council candidate Barb Barker, wants firm action on the  
revitalization of Aurora’s Downtown Core. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

CAREER

NOTICE OF LIEN

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

A1-RAINBOW, SPECK-
LED & BROWN TROUT 
(8-10-12'+) for stocking 
($1.49-3.49). Pond foun-
tains/aerators, wind-
mills, $999 & up. www.sil-
vercreekponds.com. Erin 
519-833-2559.

EXPERIENCED MEAT CUTTERS and LABOURERS 
wanted. Cutting and deboning poultry products an as-
set. Labourers, $11-$14/hr. Butchers with minimum two 
years experience - $16/hr. Apply to Abate Packers Ltd by 
email at: jobs@abatepackers.com or by fax: 519-848-2793.       

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route D-16
Temperance Street, 
Reuben Street, Ran-

som Court 
-  63 houses

 
Route D-27

Patrick Drive, 
Webster Drive, 

Hutchinson Road, 

Richardson Drive - 
108 houses

 
Route D-28a

Davidson Rd, Bailey 
Crescent 

- 49 houses
 

Route G-8
Tamarac Trail 

(3homes), Ardil Cres., 
Underhill Cres. 

– 89 houses
 

Route G-9
Tamarac Trail (46 

homes), Albery Cres., 
Milgate Pl. 

– 96 houses

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397

LICENSED 
MASTER 

ELECTRICIAN
~Business 63 Years~

Arnold 
416-820-0533

Vast all round practical  
experience, will operate your 
projects in your name as your 

employee on/off shore

• Processing 
• Production
• Industrial  
• Commercial

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

GATEWAY LANES

210 Edward Street | 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Register now for: 
Adult Leagues 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday nights 
Day Time Senior Leagues 

Also New 
Children’s League 

(ages 5 - 12) 
5 Pin League 

Youth 10 Pin League 
(ages 9-18) 

Sat morning 9:30 a.m. 
September Free – Kids & Youth only 

Starting – Saturday 6th 
Professional Instruction 

Call for More Information

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Millwright (Lic.) - Woodbridge 
$25.00/ hr.
General Labourers - 12 positions
Assemblers - Full time Tottenham -
10 positions
Accounts Payable - Jonas a must
OTL Insurance Administrator
Buyer - Advanced SAP - Metal 
Fabrication Plant--$50K
Senior Contract Administrator - 
New Homes - $55K
CNC Operators - Mills, Lathes, etc.
Plumbing Apprentice - In home 
installations
Forklift Operators
Farm Machinery Mechanic

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

LOOKING FOR A NEW-
CAREER? Join a rapidly 
expanding marketing 
company. Do you have 
leadership abilities and 
are willing to work hard? 
No degree necessary. We 
will train. Call Sajjad 905-
677-1991

COMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Aurora’s Animal Rights 
Advocates invite you to a vegan 
potluck and movie night this 
evening at the Aurora Public 
Library. Feature film: Cowspiracy: 
The Sustainability Secret. Doors 
open at 6.30 p.m. and a potluck 
begins at 6.50 p.m. Movie rolls 
at 7.30 p.m. Please bring your 
favourite vegan dish (no meat, 
eggs, dairy or honey). Cover 
charge: $3. For more information 
and registration, email 
aurorasanimalrightsadvocates@
gmail.com.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Eating Disorders of  York 

Region will host a series of  events 
today to mark tomorrow’s Culture 
Days Celebrations, including an 
Art Gallery Open House at 15213 
Yonge Street, Suite 11, from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and three film screenings 
at 12 noon, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors 

Association welcomes you to the 
annual Country & Western Dance 
from 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 John 
West Way). Come and dance to 
the sounds of  the Dustaleros Big 
Band for only $10 a ticket. All 
ages welcome. Refreshments will 
be available and there will be a 
cash bar. Tickets are on sale now 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 
Get your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Aurora United Church invites 

the community to its former site 
at Yonge and Tyler for a special 
celebratory barbecue to give 
thanks for the support received 
by the church following their 
devastating fire. Celebrations get 
underway at 2 p.m. with free food, 
live music and face painting. 

* * * *
The Aurora Cultural Centre 

presents a celebration of  Culture 
Days with free events from 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. Celebrate One Book One 
Aurora with a lively celebration 
of  Persian Culture – dance, music 
and tasty treats from 12 – 2 p.m. 
at no charge. Discover new art 
exhibitions with Parchment 
Pieces, a solo exhibition and sale 
by William Lottering, and Cutting 
Edge, a collaborative exhibition 
and sale by Jane Geard, OSA, and 
Christine Kim. Artists’ Reception 
from 1 – 4 p.m. 

* * * * 
The One Parent Families 

Association will host a dance this 
evening starting at 8 p.m. at the 
Aurora Legion. Light buffet at 10.30 
and a great DJ for the over 40s. 
Admission is $18, and $15 for One 
Parent and York Singles members.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1
Aurora will soon be proud to 

have its own 70 hectare Urban 
Nature Reserve. This reserve 
will be located east of  Mavrinac 

Boulevard, west of  Leslie Street, 
and south of  St. John’s Sideroad. 
To find out more and how you 
can get involved, an information 
session will take place this evening 
at 7 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library 

presents Money Talk$: Developing 
Your Personal Investment Plan, 
this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. This 
informal monthly discussion 
and education group is intended 
to share unbiased personal 
experience and knowledge in 
financial planning. No financial 
products or services will be offered 
or sold.

OCTOBER 2 – 5
Works by Darlene J. Winfield 

will be on display at The Patrick 
House Art Studio and Gallery. The 
gallery, located at 59 Temperance 
Street, will host the opening 
reception on Thursday from 6 – 
9 p.m., and remain open Friday 
through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. For more information, visit 
www.thepatrickhouse.com. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Want to know how to feel 

better, right now? Sleep better, 
feel happier, have more energy, 
gain confidence, get out more, 
enjoy better relationships and 
help others – learn all that in eight 
enjoyable 90 minute sessions in 12 
Hours that can Change Your Life, 

hosted by the Canadian Mental 
Health Association. October 27 – 
November 25 from 6 – 7.30 p.m. at 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. For 
more information, contact Carol 
Lever at clever@cmha-yr.on.ca. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
Stressed? Having issues with 

your friends? Worried about school 
or home? Are things just not  your 
way? Learn how to live your life to 
the full in eight 90-minute sessions 
beginning at 6.30 p.m. this evening, 
hosted by the Canadian Mental 
Health Association. Ages 16 – 18. 
To register visit www.cmha-yr.
on.ca/community-education-2014/
calendar.

* * * * 
The Aurora Historical 

Society will host a Scotch Tasting 
this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. 
in conjunction with CHATS – 
Community & Home Assistance 
to Seniors. Meet Keith Scott 
who will introduce you to five 
special single malt scotches. He 
will explain their origin, history 
and nuances as you sample each 
one. Light refreshments will 
be served in order to maximize 
the flavour of  each of  the five. 
Tickets are $60 (or $55 for AHS 
members) and can be purchased 
by contacting Kelley at 905-713-
3373 or kmackenzie@chats.on.ca. 
Transportation from the Hillary 
House event will be available. 
Proceeds support AHS and 
CHATS. 

THE PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY, HOUSEHOLD 
GOODS, and contents 
of  the following rental 
space will be sold for cash 
or otherwise disposed 
of  to satisfy rental liens 
for unpaid rent in accor-
dance with Ontario Stat-
utes Chapter R25 and our 
lease agreement on Oc-
tober 3, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 
sharp at Northern Self  
Storage, 122 Bales Drive 
East, Newmarket L3Y 
4X1 – 1 unit – Elizabeth 
Veldman.
 

Geoffrey Dawe and, in particular, a piece of  land that 
would not only be substantial in size, but also visible 
from Highway 404.

“This was certainly a natural piece to look at,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “We committed to Bulk Barn that we 
would fit within a very narrow timeframe to meet their 
building guidelines, and our staff  really pulled together 
and did a tremendous job in terms of  organizing and 
making sure things got done.

“It is a spectacular facility. I have had the opportunity 
to travel all over North America and this is probably the 
nicest head office I have ever seen, [and] it is indicative 
of  the kind of  employer Bulk Barn is, the facilities 
they provide their employees, the way they treat 
their employees, and it Is a great draw for Aurora.” 

From the perspective of  the Region of  York, it is 
important to stress it is important to do everything 
possible to ensure corporations not only stay in 
the community, but also come into the community, 
according to Councillor Spatafora, and, in Bulk Barn, 
they had a meeting of  the minds.

“I think the relocation speaks volumes for the 
company and the company’s commitment to the 
community,” he said, noting the facilities he and Mayor 
Dawe took in on a tour of  the facility, such as gym space. 
“That is something I think is worthy of  a note because 
it is a company that is responsive to their employees. It 
is not just about the bottom line, but how to keep their 
employees happy and healthy. It is a company that just 
sets the standard and the bar high for other employers 
to follow.”

Town worked in “narrow timeframe” to secure Bulk Barn
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SENIOR
SCAPE
Charles Sequeira

from page 18

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING PIANO LESSONS

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

83 First Commerce Dr.
Aurora | 905-727-8848

Dine-In • Take-Out • Delivery • Catering       mrgreek.com

83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora | 905-727-8848

RIGHT TO YOUR 
DOOR!

hot off 
 the grill® 

Hearty, Healthy, 
Homemade

Choose from Lentil or Fasolada Soup

VEGETARIAN AND 
GLUTEN FREE

GET IT WHILE IT’S HOT!

3.99*

*Applicable taxes extra.

Limited time offer. Not valid in combination with any other offers  or specials. 
Valid only at 83 First Commerce Dr., Aurora. Must present  coupon. Taxes not included. 
Dine-in and take-out only. Add $2 ($25.95) for delivery includes two bottle pop 591ml).

original meal for 2
Enjoy your choice of 
Original Chicken or Pork 
(2 stick) Souvlaki meals 
and two fountain drinks. $23.90

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

when they were needed most,” he said. 
“Two of  our young guys gave up their 
university homecoming game to be 
here. One player flew in from his work 
placement overseas to take a roster 
spot. Guys gave up work assignments 
to make sure we had a team that could 
save the season and put us on track 
for next year. That is loyalty.”

The second team match up was 
a tale of  two halves with the wind 
playing a major role.  Aurora’s 
Development side played catch up 
after Waterloo ran up a large score in 

the first half  with the wind at their 
backs. The rally fell short, however, 
with Waterloo escaping with a 31-26 
victory.

Ontario rugby now moves into the 
play-off  phase with Aurora competing 
for the McCormick Cup, symbolic of  
post season supremacy in Ontario. 

The competition is open to sixteen 
clubs from across Ontario who 
participate in various leagues.  Next 
week the Barbarians will travel to 
London, ON, to face London-St. George, 
winners of  the Ontario Provincial 
League and due to be promoted to the 
Marshall Premiership for 2015.

www.embassycards.com
Tel: 905-841-9700  Fax: 905-841-8743

 cards@embassycards.com

Business cards, Brochures, Flyers 
Custom Designs for All your Marketing needs!

Express Printing - same day!
Large Format Design (Signs & Banners)
 Custom Greeting / All Occasion Cards

Embassy Print & Design

Wedding Invitation Packages!

COMPUTING FOR 
SENIORS!

Our Computer Club, 
under the guidance of  Bob 
Hedenberg and his dedicated 
executive committee 
volunteers, provides a great 
computing service to our 
members at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. As Bob 
informs us, technology 
continues to move very fast 
and we all struggle to keep up 
with the changes. He advises our members 
to take a look at our Tuesday morning 
meeting topics and if  they don’t see the 
technology topics there that they want to 
learn more about let the team know and 
they will do their best to cover them.

Remaining Computer Sessions in 
September are as follows:

 Tuesday, September 30: You hear more 
and more about the “cloud”. You know it 
has something to do with keeping some of  
your data elsewhere rather than on your 
PC. So, where is it? How safe is it? How 
much does it cost? Herb has the answers. 
Come see what it is all about. 

 Computer Drop-in Sessions: Tuesdays 
1.30 to 3.30 p.m. 

These sessions are run weekly, every 
Tuesday, with the intent that any member 
who is looking for any kind of  technical 
help can come by and we will try our best to 
assist. All the help we provide is covered by 
your $1 daily activity fee. 

The Aurora Seniors Association website 
at www.auroraseniors.ca is your best source 
for information about any of  our programs 
or use one of  the email addresses below. 
Your suggestions and comments about what 
you might like the Computer Club to do are 
always welcome. Come talk with us or send 
your suggestions to asacc@auroraseniors.
ca 

 YORK REGION POLICE 
MALE CHORUS:

The York Region Police 
Male Chorus will be 
presenting a concert at the 
Seniors’ Centre on Sunday, 
October 5 from 2.30 p.m. to 
4.30 p.m., organized by Judy 
Buchanan. Tickets are on 
sale now at the Centre for 
only $5. Everyone is welcome 
to spend an afternoon of  
music with us. Refreshments 

will be served at intermission. Doors open 
at 2 p.m.

 OUR APPRECIATION
Our appreciation to The AMICA 

retirement residence in Newmarket 
and their staff, for hosting a Hawaiian 
Luau Barbeque at our Seniors’ Centre on 
September 3. All ticket proceeds, $500, were 
donated to AMICA Helping Hands, a Senior 
Charity Organization.

BUDGETING BASICS
Presented by Patrice Graham-Brown, 

with Investors Group. Learn that “budget” is 
not a bad word. A budget is the cornerstone 
of  a solid financial foundation, regardless 
of  your situation. Patrice will help you 
establish the basics and learn the essentials. 
All proceeds from this program benefit the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Tuesdays, 1.30 – 3 
p.m. Dates: September 23, 30, October 7. Fee: 
$10 

Please register at the Front Desk. Class 
size is limited to 12 participants.

 
For more information on the Aurora 

Seniors’ Centre and all it has to offer, drop 
by 90 John West Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. If  you 
happen to drop in at our centre, you can pick 
up a copy of  our monthly newsletter. 

Barbs to compete for 
McCormick Cup
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Proud to have been helping 
Aurora residents with  

their Real Estate needs  
for 22 Years.


