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Lt. Gov. David Onley strove to “change the 
conversation” in Ontario and Aurora

By Brock Weir

As Lieutenant-Governor of  Ontario, David Onley 
wanted to spark a discussion when he came to Queen’s 
Park, serving as the Queen’s representative in Ontario 
since 2007.

Having survived polio as a child, he was always a visible 
and vocal advocate for accessibility during his lengthy 
career in broadcasting, but when he was first approached 
in 2006 to let his name stand for consideration as Ontario’s 
next Lieutenant-Governor, he sensed an opportunity to 
further this personal mandate.

After agreeing to put his name up for consideration, 
what followed was nearly five months of  what Mr. Onley 
describes as an “intellectual wrestling match.”

Did he want to give up what he was doing in broadcasting? 
Would it be a good move for his family? Would he have the 
physical stamina to do it? These questions aside, however, 

he felt he had a good handle on the job. Throughout his 
career, he actively followed the office of  Lieutenant-
Governor from the time of  John Black Aird, but it was one 
thing to be an observer – whether professional and casual – 
and quite another to be grappling with the reality of  taking 
on the office yourself.

“It was a matter of  weighing what I thought might be 
some of  the negatives versus what I really hoped I would 
achieve if  I was appointed,” says Mr. Onley. “In my letter [to 
let my name stand] I was very specific in saying it was time 
for a person with a disability who was otherwise capable of  
doing the job…to hold that position and I was that person. 

“By definition, I was going to be creating an awareness 
just wherever I went because it would be such a visible 
visual signal to people, and it certainly has been. I think 
it has changed the dialogue where at the beginning [of  
my term] we were talking in terms of  accessibility in 

Town set to buy Old 
Armoury for $515,000

Lawsuits have cost 
Aurora nearly $1 million 

By Brock Weir

It has been an important part of  Aurora’s history for nearly 140 
years, but the old Aurora Armoury at Mosley and Larmont Streets 
is set to receive a new lease on life this week.

The Town of  Aurora is set to approve a new bylaw authorising 
the purchase of  the Old Armoury for $514,800 from the Federal 
Department of  Public Works and Government Services (PWGSC). 
Previously under the auspices of  the Department of  National 
Defence (DND) for use by the Queen’s York Rangers, the local 
Regiment vacated their long-time Aurora base for new digs in the 
old Aurora Hydro building on Industrial Parkway South, leaving 
their historic home sporadically used by cadets and other service 
groups. A further $120,000 is also expected to be set aside for 
building maintenance.

In a memo before Council, Aurora CAO Neil Garbe says this 
week’s approval is part of  the Terms and Conditions of  Sale 
negotiated by staff  and Councillors in a series of  closed session 
meetings throughout the year. 

By Brock Weir

Legal bills for old and ongoing lawsuits between former and 
incumbent members of  Council, and members of  the public 
have cost Aurora nearly $1 million over the last seven years. 

This, according to numbers released by the Town on Friday in 
advance of  a presentation on liability claims faced by the Town, 
due to be presented at Council this week. 

In a presentation by BFL Canada, the Town’s municipal 
insurance provider, lawsuits which have garnered significant 
headlines over the past five years have cost $998,934 in legal fees, 
which have been covered by the Town’s insurance.

The largest hit to the Town’s premiums comes from Councillor 
Evelyn Buck’s lawsuit against former Aurora mayor Phyllis 
Morris, incumbent Councillors Wendy Gaertner and John 
Gallo, as well as former councillors Stephen Granger, Evelina 
MacEachern and Al Wilson. While Councillor Buck, as plaintiff  
in the case, has been paying her own legal fees, those of  Ms. 
Morris, Councillors Gaertner and Gallo, as well as Mr. Granger, 
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Lieutenant-Governor David Onley will be succeeded by  
Elizabeth Dowdeswell. Over his seven years in office, he 
has tried to open doors for persons with disabilities and 
strengthen the cultural relevancy of his office – including 
right here in Aurora. Mr. Onley is pictured in his office last 
week, with mementos of his term.     

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be 
held on Monday, October 27. Forms can be viewed and 
downloaded online at www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

Nominations are open until Friday, September 12 at 
2 p.m. 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Temporary Road Closure Notice

Please be advised that Centre Street will be closed on Saturday, 
September 13 at 7 a.m. to Monday, September 15 at 5 a.m., 
between Walton Drive and Industrial Parkway North. This 
temporary road closure is make improvements to the Centre 
Street level railway crossing..

Election Day Employment

The Town of Aurora is recruiting 
for a variety of customer 
service-focused, temporary 
election workers to assist with 
the October 27 municipal 
election. 

Applicant requirements include:

•	 18 years of age or older; 
•	 Legally	entitled	to	work	in	Canada;
•	 Applicants	cannot	be	a	candidate	or	the	spouse, 
 sibling, parent or child, or grandparent or grandchild of 
 a candidate running in the October 27 election; 
•	 Customer	service	and/or	election	official	experience 
 preferred;
•	 Fluent	in	English	(knowledge	of	other	languages	an	asset);
•	 Access	to	reliable	transportation;
•	 Ability	to	work	well	both	independently	and	as	a	team; 
 and
•	 Available	to	attend	a	two-hour	mandatory	training 
 session, up to two weeks prior to the election.

To apply, please complete the online application form available 
at www.aurora.ca/electionsemployment or at Aurora Town Hall, 
100 John West Way. 

The application deadline is Monday, September 15 at 9 a.m.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Youth Volunteer Fair 

Calling all youth! Come out and learn information on the various 
volunteer opportunities available throughout Aurora. 

When: Monday, September 22 
 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Where:	 Aurora	Public	Library 
 15145 Yonge Street

For more information or to register your organization, please 
contact Nichole Campsall, Youth Co-ordinator, at 905-726-4760 
or ncampsall@aurora.ca 

Aurora Municipal Basketball League

The	Aurora	Municipal	Basketball	League	(AMBL)	is	proud	to	
partner with The Town of Aurora and York North 
Basketball Assocication (YNBA) to offer youth
 of all ages a unique sporting experience.

Players	in	the	AMBL	will	practice	one	night	a	
week and play a game against another team 
every	Saturday.	Emphasis	is	placed	on	
learning basic basketball skills, teamwork 
and having fun in an encouraging 
environment. 

Age categories are as follows:

Ages seven to 10
Ages 11 to 13
Ages 14 to 17

For more information, please contact Nichole Campsall, Youth  
Co-ordinator,  at 905-726-4760 or ncampsall@aurora.ca or visit 
www.auroramunicipalbasketballleague.com

REMINDER

Pet Bylaw 

Pet owners are reminded that dogs and cats 
are prohibited from running at large within the 
geographical boundaries of The Town of Aurora. 
A dog or cat is deemed to be running at large 
when the dog or cat is found in any other 
place, other than the lands or premises of 
the owner or person keeping such dog or cat.

Aurora Public Library 

A Tour of The Night Sky

Join astronomer Chris Vaughan on Thursday, September 18 
at	7	p.m.	in	the	Magna	Room	of	the	APL	as	he	talks	about	
planets, stars, star clusters and galaxies. All of which is visible 
from your own backyard! If it is a clear night, there might be 
some stargazing too. Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 275 to 
reserve your seat.

Aurora Seniors’ Centre

Sign-up	today	for	the	Aurora	Seniors’	Centre	trip	to	Lake	
Muskoka on Thursday, September 18. Board the R.M.S. Segwum 
to enjoy a two and a half hour luncheon cruise while enjoying 
the	scenery	of	grand	homes	of	Lake	Muskoka.	For	additional	
information or to sign-up, please contact Andrew Bailey at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3611.

Evening Hours by Appointment Program

Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for 
a home renovation project? Can’t make it during regular 
business hours? The Town of Aurora is offering extended hours 
by appointment on Thursday, September 18 and Thursday, 
October 16. 

Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” 
permit process. Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 
or email building@aurora.ca 

The	Evening	Hours	by	Appointment	Program	allows	for	review	
of	projects	that	qualify	under	the	Town’s	Residential	Express	
Permit Program. For information on projects that qualify, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP

Citizen Budget

The Town of Aurora would like your feedback on service levels, to 
consider as part of the annual budget process.

Aurora’s Citizen Budget online survey puts you in the driver’s 
seat, allowing you to make recommendations on how much 
money should be budgeted across a variety of municipal service 
areas.

Simply visit aurora.citizenbudget.com or www.aurora.ca to 
complete a brief survey and see how your budgeting choices 
affect your property taxes.

EMPLOyMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Part-Time Skate Patroller(s) 
Application deadline is Friday, September 12

Administrator, Construction Projects
Application deadline is Monday, September 22 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/employment

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, September 16 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday,	September	17	 7	p.m.	 Aurora	Public	Library	Board
Tuesday, September 23 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, September 24 7 p.m. Special Council – Public Planning*    

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings	can	be	viewed	online	by	visiting	www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Come out and play with Club Aurora Fitness during the week of September 15! 
Here’s your chance to try out one of our great fitness programs before signing up 
for a full session. Fitness programs below will be held at no charge! 

DON’T DELAY! Space is limited.  
To register, visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY or call 905-726-4764.  

Come out and play at Club Aurora Fitness!

T r y  o n e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  
f i t n e s s  c l a s s e s 

Free

PROGRAM DATE LOCATION TIME
REGISTRATION 

CODE

Yogalates
Monday,  

September 15
Victoria Hall 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37402

Pilates
Monday,  

September 15
Victoria Hall

8:15 p.m. to  
9:15 p.m.

37403

Stroller Boot 
Camp

Tuesday,  
September 16

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation 
Complex

1:30 p.m. to 
 2:30 p.m.

37399

BOUNCE Fit
Tuesday,  

September 16
Victoria Hall 

 
 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37612

PiYo
Wednesday, 

September 17

Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre

Activity Room C
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37401

Yummy Mommy
Thursday, 

September 18

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation 
Complex

1:30 p.m. to  
2:30 p.m.

37400

Our new  
youth room... 
YOU name it!

The Town of Aurora wants your help to name the new youth room at the 
Aurora Family Leisure Complex! Earn some bragging rights and make your 
mark on Aurora’s new space for youth.

The winner will be awarded an Aurora Youth Action Pack, loaded with  
great prizes including drop-in passes and a three-month membership to  
Club Aurora.

Contest is open to Aurora residents, ages 12 to 17.   
The winning entry will be selected by public vote in October.

Submit your entry at www.aurora.ca/aflcyouth  
or call 905-726-4760.
Entries must be received by Sunday, September 28. 
For full contest rules and regulations, please visit our website.
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We do
parades 

and events 
in and around the Aurora area.  

We Want You!!
are looking for new members

Contact P/M David Veitch  905-727- 2031 
or email celtworks@celtworks.com

7 - 9 p.m. at the Aurora Legion 

OPEN HOUSE SEPT. 18
Come and visit us at our 

We are looking for pipers and drummers of any level. No experience necessary.  
All ages 8 – 80 welcome. We will teach you. Lessons will be provided 

by qualifi ed instructors, at no charge.

 Lessons will be on Thursday evenings from 6.15 – 7.15 
at the Aurora Legion.  105  Industrial Parkway N.,Aurora. 

We also have a 
Grade 5 competition band.

WHITE HEATHER PIPES & DRUMS

FREE 
Pipe & Drum 

LESSONS

LEARN
and PLAY
in a FUN

Environment

27

905-478-2323
1-866-23SOD4U

www.sod4u.ca
info@sod4u.ca

• Top Quality Kentucky Bluegrass 
Nursery Sod available for pick-up or 
delivery

• Sod installation
• Grass seed, mulch & lawn fertilizer
• Large Bags of Top Soil
•  Homeowners/Landscapers Welcome
• Excellent Pricing

Family Owned & Operated
Queensville Sod Farms Ltd.

Get the beautiful lawn you’ve
   always dreamed of in one day!

21468A Leslie St.,
Queensville

(North of Newmarket)

“In Sod We Trust!”
Member N.S.G.A.

The Aurora Chamber of Commerce 

presents 

The Town of Aurora 
Mayoral Business Debate 

Come out and meet the registered candidates 
running for the Offi ce of Mayor 

and Offi ce of Councillor. 

Wednesday, 
September 17, 2014 

Aurora Legion 
105 Industrial Parkway North, 

Aurora 
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Open to the public!
No fee to attend. Cash bar. 

Questions for candidates are welcomed in advance. 

Email info@aurorachamber.on.ca

(Above) Shannon Beresford and Jessica 
Joerges are two Aurora singers making 
the Top 10 in the Hoedown Showdown 
Final. (Below) The Top 10 pictured with 
judges Steve Hinder, Chris Seldon, and 
Belinda Stronach. 

Auroran photos 
by David Falconer

Jessica and Shannon fly the flag for 
Aurora at this Friday’s Showdown final

By Brock Weir

As 17-year-old Jessica Joerges hit the 
stage Saturday at Aurora’s Ribfest, the 
dull roar of  the thousand-strong crowd hit 
a crescendo.

Several friends, family and supporters 
hustled to the stage, armed with signs – 
and very little shyness – to cheer on their 
girl as one of  the 20 semi-finalists in the 
2014 Hoedown Showdown.

Although it was clear through 
her rendition of  Lady Antebellum’s 
“American Honey” that her voice alone 
would be enough to carry the day, her 
cheering squad didn’t hurt and, by 
Saturday evening, Jessica was named one 
of  10 finalists in the competition, and one 
of  only two Aurora residents, set to take 
the stage this Friday, September 12, in the 
Hoedown Showdown Finals. 

Featuring headliner Tim Hicks, 
Friday’s event will showcase a wide array 
of  local, up-and-coming country talent 
from across York Region and Southern 
Ontario. The ultimate winner will be 
crowned Friday, winning, among other 
prizes, the chance to sing in front of  the 
thousands due to descend on Aurora 
on Saturday for the Wild, Wild West 
Hoedown, hosted by Magna International. 

Shannon Beresford, who wowed the 
crowds with Miranda Lambert’s “Mama’s 
Broken Heart”, will also represent Aurora 
on stage.

As the local duo posed for pictures after 
being named to the top 10, Jessica was 
almost at a complete loss for words.

“I am so happy, I am going to cry!” 
said Jessica. “I have already picked my 
song [for Friday], so I am just going to 
keep working at it. I watched what other 
people can do, so I am going to apply that 
to what I should be doing. Everyone was 
phenomenal. All my friends and family 
came out!”

The Top 20 singers performed 
throughout the afternoon before three 
judges – country singer Chris Seldon, 
businesswoman – and former Newmarket-
Aurora MP – Belinda Stronach, and Steve 

Hinder of  Magna for Community. While 
Mr. Seldon and Mr. Hinder were on hand 
for the first round of  auditions, this was 
the first time Ms. Stronach had heard the 
Top 20 “live” and she was wowed by what 
she heard.

“I was really impressed with the 20 that 
performed today,” she told The Auroran. 
“I think the talent was really strong. 
As judges, we had a hard time making 
a decision because they are all terrific. 
What we heard today was perhaps even 
stronger overall than the previous year. I 
hope that means the Hoedown Showdown 
is getting more recognition. Great talent 
is coming out!”

Working through a checklist of  criteria, 
Ms. Stronach said she agreed with Mr. 
Seldon’s assessment that performances 
such as these are all about having fun.

“It’s a [question of] can you entertain 
people, are they dancing and singing 
along, and does it make you want to grab 
a beer and have a good time?” said Ms. 
Stronach. “We listen to the quality of  the 
artists, their technical ability, but also the 
way that they kind of  get into the song. Do 
they make it their own? Can they inspire 
others? Are they having a great time?”

Looking over the massive crowds that 
evening, Ms. Stronach added she thought 
the audience was bigger than in 2013 and 
while many came for the ribs, many still 
stuck around for the talent.

“This is just a really good community 
event.”

For Mr. Hinder, who worked to revive 
the Showdown last year, the 2014 crop 
shows that the event is really taking hold 
in the community.

“I have been involved in the planning 
of  this event from the word go. I know 
the program we developed is incredible I 
know the program they are going to see 
that night, topped off  with Tim Hicks as 
the headliner, is great.”

Tickets for Friday’s Hoedown 
Showdown are $25. For more information 
on that, and Saturday’s main event, visit 
www.hoedown.ca. 

SET OUT FOR THE WALK 
OF HOPE THIS WEEKEND

People from Aurora and across York Region will 
lace up this Saturday, September 13, for the 8th Annual 
Ovarian Cancer Aurora Walk of  Hope at Aurora Town 
Park. Free registration gets underway at 9 a.m. at 
the Band Shell. Organizers promise entertainment, 
giveaways, a silent auction table, a kids area, and a 
fire truck and crew on site. The event will be emceed 
by Andy Frost, and the ribbon will once again be 
cut by Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown. Parking 
is reserved at the GO Station parking lot on Berczy 
Street. The walk was started locally by Gayle Palmer 
seven years ago who, with her sister Brenda, aimed to 
raise awareness of  ovarian cancer when their other 
sister was diagnosed with the disease. “This year, I am 
even more determined to help raise awareness and 
funds so an early detection tool will be found,” said 
Gayle, noting Brenda has now undergone a cancer 
journey of  her own. “Brenda has had very positive 
prognosis. It is our hope that women will have 
the same positive prognosis when diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer. Everyone is welcome, let’s Walk for 
Hope together.” For more information, contact Gayle 
at gaylempalmer@msn.com.

FOUR CHARGED IN 
COMMUTER LOT THEFTS

Four men have been charged by the York Regional 
Police in the theft of  over 40 vehicles from commuter 
parking lots across the Greater Toronto Area. York 
Regional Police launched an investigation into the 
thefts in June in what they describe as “multiple 
sophisticated auto thefts”. “Investigation revealed 
that the thieves were targeting import automobiles 
that parked in similar locations of  the parking lot 
every day,” said Constable Andy Pattenden in a 
statement. “Thieves would tamper with the door 
locks of  targeted vehicles that would allow them 
access to the vehicle. They would then electronically 
manipulate the vehicle’s computer system allowing 
them to start the vehicle and drive off. Over 40 
vehicles were stolen using this technique.” Police 
say they believe some of  the vehicles were shipped 
overseas, or otherwise dismantled locally for parts. 14 
vehicles have been recovered.
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To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Turn off, Tune in, Sign up

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor
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Gurnett Street “left as a dustbowl” 
after sidewalk replacement: reader

Candlelight Ceremony pays 
tribute to those who served and 
returned to a grateful home

September 20 and 21 mark the 14th Annual Candlelight, 
Drum Head Memorial Service which is put on by the Aurora 
Branch #385 of  the Royal Canadian Legion.  

We all know that November 11 each year is the day on 
which we remember those from our various communities 
across the country, who gave their lives and did not return 
home.  

The difference between November 11 and the Candlelight 
weekend is that during this weekend we demonstrate our 
commemoration of  those who answered the call of  duty and 
DID come home.  

During this ceremonial weekend, 420 candles are lit on 
the Saturday evening and placed on various grave sites 
acknowledging those veterans who returned and continued 
to serve their country in peace and contributed to Aurora’s 
prosperity.  

We invite you to take a drive by on Yonge Street on 
the evening of  the 20 September to view this spectacular 
demonstration of  acknowledgement for these men and 
women who served their country.

On Sunday, September 21, a Drum Head Service will 
be carried out at the cemetery at 2 p.m.  This ceremony is 
an actual reconstruction of  an age-old tradition that was 
conducted during a time of  battle, when drums were used to 
construct an altar for prayer for those who were lost in battle 
that day.

Our ceremony will honour all of  those who served their 
country and have come to find a place of  rest within our 
community’s cemetery.

Through Aurora’s Colonel Fred Tilston (Victoria Cross) 
Branch of  the Legion, we extend an invitation to citizen’s, 
members of  all churches and service clubs to come out and 
join with us to reflect our collective statement of  thanks 
and remembrance, to those who served and to honour their 
contributions in times of  conflict and in peace.

Dave Franklin, President
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 385

Aurora

By the end of  this week, the deed 
will be done.

Any man or woman, presumably of  
sound mind and body, will have made 
their decision and, with that, their 
fateful trek up or down John West 
Way to sign themselves up for what 
promises to be one wild ride. 

Although some might ask whether 
signing their name on the dotted line 
as a Mayoral or Council candidate 
should call into question the “sound 
mind” factor, one can only hope they 
made their decisions wanting to bring 
the very best they can to the Town they call home.

Once the book closes on Friday afternoon, Town 
Clerk Stephen Huycke will have the singular task 
of  going through each and every name to verify that 
each respective candidate is duly entitled to seek 
election in Aurora. 

His is not a task I would envy. Election season 
hasn’t quite kicked off  and those looking for election 
or re-election already seem to be bending his ear. 
Take, for example, a series of  questions that unfolded 
at last week’s General Committee meeting.

The first stemmed from the two referendum 
questions that will be on next month’s ballot. To recap, 
you will be asked whether or not Aurora should adopt 
a ward system whereby Aurora would be divided up 
into distinct electoral areas each represented by an 
individual Councillor directly accountable to – and 
for – the people in their respective areas. 

This simple question is accompanied by another 
question, possibly a more exotic chaser, in whether 
Council ranks should be reduced from the current 
complement of  eight to a possibly wieldier six.

When Council approved these referendum 
questions earlier this year, they were supposed to 
be accompanied by some semblance of  a public 
education campaign. Apparently this is now not 
going to happen. According to Mr. Huycke, there 
will be little more in the way of  education above and 
beyond alerting voters that they are going to have to 
think beyond just names when they enter the polling 
station on October 27.

The reason, apparently, is “any promotion of  
questions could be perceived to be campaigning,” 
said the Clerk. “If  any individual, trade union or 
corporation intends on spending money promoting 
these questions one way or another, they actually 
have to register with my office, and they are actually 
considered to be campaigning. We will be providing 
the public information about those questions and the 
basic information that will be on the ballot.”

In my view, this does not go far enough. While 
candidates – Mayoral or otherwise – will have no 
shortage of  opportunity to tell voters whether they 
think wards, and a possible reduction of  Councillors, 
are a good idea, it is important for voters to hear from 
the people who are going to be implementing these 
changes on the pros and cons of  each in an unbiased 
manner, possible scenarios on how Aurora might 
be divided up into wards, requirements of  a ward 
Councillor versus an at-large Councillor, and whether 
or not taxpayers would realistically save any money 
by having two less bodies around the table.

Unless Mr. Huycke, or someone from the Clerk’s 
office is planning a trip to Lourdes any time between 
now and October 27, let’s be realistic – Aurora is not 
likely to reach that magic number to make the vote 
binding. Just in case we do, however, voters should 
be provided with all perspectives – political and 
practical.

Another gem stemming out of  last week’s 
meeting was a request from one Councillor seeking 
re-election encouraging the Clerk’s Office to be one 
step away from becoming some sort of  sign police 
in encouraging all candidates to play nice in the 
sandbox when marking their territory. 

For all those who have recently set foot into the 

virtual campaigning abyss that is 
Twitter and Facebook, no sensible 
person would even try to task Mr. 
Huycke in playing Emily Post when 
Aurora’s candidates have to leave the 
comfortable confines of  their living 
room and office, and their laptop or 
iPhone, to come play in the big, bad 
world outside, a world where virtual 
flame wars focused on criticisms of  
one’s personal and professional lives 
are, more often than not, couched in 
the word “allegedly” as if  it is a virtual 
hand washing. The real campaign will 

be much different, and not limited to the relatively 
small cluster of  people who take time out of  their day 
to check in on what their preferred (or otherwise) 
candidates are up to in the online world.

That time will come on September 15, when the 
Clerk has completed the verification process, and 
then it is time for the games to truly begin.

That is not to say that the players who made their 
early entry onto the field have been sitting on the 
sidelines waiting for that first whistle to blow. Quite 
the contrary. They have been making the most of  
their extra time on the field appearing at just about 
any event around Aurora – and even beyond – short 
of  the opening of  an envelope.

Many candidates have started to make the rounds, 
going door-to-door to tell potential voters why they 
are the best men and women for the job. Personally, 
I have only had one knock from a candidate on my 
door, or rather a representative of  a candidate (Hello, 
George!), but I am assured they are out there in full 
force.

The more they knock, the more voters they will 
reach and, consequently, it will be time for Aurora 
voters themselves to separate the men and women 
from the boys and girls, decide what issues matter 
to them, and who will truly be able to best represent 
them. 

I, for one, look forward to the real campaign, a 
public campaign, and a public campaign with very 
real dialogue on very real issues facing this Town. If  
you’re lucky enough to be elected, you will have until 
December to get down to the business of  the Town. 
All Aurorans should be entitled to a sample of  what 
they might be getting, and allowed the opportunity to 
make informed decisions. 

SEEKING: ONE WHITE LIMO

Over the last couple of  weeks, I have been thinking 
back over a chance encounter I had one summer 
with the late Joan Rivers. Milling around outside an 
obscure and overshadowed stage door, I had a degree 
of  fascination seeing this entertainment icon in the 
equally iconic – and sculpted – flesh after a thoroughly 
energetic, blistering, and admittedly hilarious set.

After such a dynamic performance, I was struck 
at the sight of  such a tiny, seemingly frail woman 
manoeuver herself  down a precarious set of  wrought-
iron steps with just a couple of  people trailing behind 
her. Although she was still in full makeup, gone was 
the mask of  bombast that one could see on stage even 
from the cheap seats. Not quite sure what to expect 
from who was (to anyone with at least one working 
eye and ear) a very caustic woman, I was pleasantly 
(and memorably) surprised by her kindness and 
patience as she took the time to meet each and every 
person outside the theatre.

After signing a few autographs and photos with 
literally anyone who wanted one, she made her way 
to her car, opened the door, looked me straight in 
the eye and said with a sigh, “You have nothing to 
complain about in this world if  you have a white limo 
waiting for you.”

Strange as it might seem, and without a limo in 
sight at this very moment, they seem like words to 
live by – and I leave them here in her honour.

Over the last week, contractors have been replacing a 
perfectly good sidewalk along Gurnett Street with another.  

While this seemed a little puzzling a more important issue 
is the quality of  the work undertaken.  

I know enough about this kind of  work to know that the 
quality of  the job is not only in the work but in the way the 
work is done and, how the work site is left.  

The fact that Gurnett Street was left as a dustbowl with 
no attempt to water down the street after the work is simple 
incompetence. In addition, when new turf  was laid on the 
edge of  gardens the workmen simply shovelled the remnants 
of  concrete into the holes previously dug - this is probably 
not a recipe for excellent lawn recovery! 

The work on Gurnett Street seemed to me to be a symptom 
of  all that has happened in Aurora under the present Mayor.  

Most important, and significant of  which, is the continued 
despoiling of  parts of  Aurora with new development; in 
particular the ruination of  mature streets with existing 
integral aesthetics, through the destruction of  older 
properties and replacement with Toronto suburbanism. 

I also attach some pictures of  the kind of  clean-up the 
Council might usefully spend money on; this is at the corner 
of  Mosley and Yonge. This kind of  gradual untidiness, small 
though it is, seems to indicate that the Council is more 
concerned with increasing its tax base than ensuring Aurora 
remains a pleasant place to live. 

I am encouraged by the campaign of  John Gallo and look 
forward to his candidacy in this year’s Mayoral election.

  
Steve McKenna  

Aurora
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

 “Stop telling lies about me and I’ll 
stop telling the truth about you.”  

I love that line (even though it’s 
spoken by Gordon Gekko, in Wall 
Street). Though it isn’t really about 
politics, he does fit the context nicely. In 
fact, it neatly sums up the current state 
of  affairs in electioneering.  Substance 
– even truth – doesn’t matter. It’s the 
messaging that counts.

The medium is the message, as 
Marshall Mcluhan famously decreed.  
How right he was – and is.  And how sad 
for all of  us.

It doesn’t matter if  what you are 
saying is true. In fact, it doesn’t matter 
if  what you are saying is a bare-faced 
lie. By the time the electorate catches 
on, it is too late. The message is out 
there for all to see and read ad infinitum 
on the internet.  

It’s the “if  there’s smoke there’s fire 
approach” to planting a message. The 
folks that mastermind these things 
know that regardless of  what damage 
control is done to correct a false 
message, there will always be a certain 
portion of  the population that will 
believe the lie. And sometimes that’s all 
it takes to lose an election – just a small 
group of  folks, misled.

Take for example, the “Birthers” in 
the US. These are a large group of  folks 
where were/are hysterically insistent 
that Barack Obama was not in fact born 
in the United States. This belief  became 
so huge that it started a “movement”. 
The President of  the United States 
was forced to produce his actual birth 
certificate to the public in order to 
quell the tinfoil- hat wearing folks who 
refused to believe he was American. 
Even with the birth certificate, even 
with the doctors and the nurses at the 
hospital in Hawaii swearing to the 
legitimacy of  it – there are folks out 
there that remain convinced that he is 
not, in fact an American. It would be 
funny, if  it weren’t so darn scary.  

That’s why we are fast moving to 
packaged politicians. Where absolutely 
everything is scripted – from the clothes, 
to the language, to the placement of  
children in family photos. All done to 
convey a message, without saying a 
single word.

Sometimes, the image masters get it 
wrong with varying degrees of  fallout.  
Dukakis in that hair net pretty much 
sank his bid for presidency. Romney’s 
story about tying the dog to the roof  
rack of  the station wagon didn’t 
help him either. Even recently at the 
Calgary Stampede – the images of  
Justin Trudeau and his little boy both 
wearing white cowboy hats shaking 
hands with Harper and his child both 
wearing black hats.  

That photo - white hats versus black 
hats – was picked up and run multiple 
times in multiple media.  Not good 
imaging for Mr. Harper.

The fact that it matters at all though 
is pretty pathetic. The fact that anyone 
would draw a conclusion on relative 
abilities to govern based on what type 
of  hat someone is wearing is frankly 
depressing.

Image, tight sound bites, politics 
in 140 characters or less – this is what 
passes for political commentary now.   
The prevalence and prominence of  
social media is overwhelming.  Twitter 
is now so “important” that the language 
police in Quebec are chastising a cabinet 
minister for not tweeting enough in the 
other official language. Seriously.

I didn’t even know that Cabinet 
Ministers tweeted anything, let alone 
that folks would get their knickers 
in a twist because it wasn’t “French” 

140 or Less

Increasingly, Canadians are finding a 
new charge on their monthly phone bill that 
previously did not exist. This fee may range 
from $1 to $6 each month and is charged to 
clients who choose to receive their monthly 
phone bill by mail. 

This pay-to-pay billing practice is 
unacceptable and our government is 
committed to ending the practice and putting 
the interests of  Canadian consumers first.

Industry Minister James Moore has 
announced that our government will 
introduce new legislation to end pay-to-pay billing 
practices in the telecommunications sector. This is just 
another example of  the way we are promoting policies 
that support Canadian consumers and put more money 
back in the pockets of  hard-working Canadian families.

Call for Proposals
Organizations in Newmarket-Aurora are invited to 

propose new projects that will promote the economic 
prosperity of  women in Canada. The Government of  
Canada will be supporting projects selected through 
this new Call for Proposals by Status of  Women Canada 
entitled Increasing Economic Prosperity for Women. 
These projects will engage key stakeholders – institutions, 
employers, sector and professional organizations and 
local communities, to address the unique challenges 
facing women in today’s economy, and remove barriers 
that prevent them from contributing fully to the growth 
of  the economy.

The program follows up on a June 26, 2014 report of  the 
Government of  Canada’s Advisory Council for Promoting 
Women on Boards that outlines a roadmap for improving 
the representation of  women on public and private 
boards. One of  the report’s main recommendations 
is that public and private sectors in Canada aspire to 
seeing women attain 30% of  all board positions over the 
next five years. Economic Action Plan 2014 outlined the 
government’s commitment to increasing mentorship for 
women looking to start their own businesses and become 
entrepreneurs. Deadline for applications is by noon on 
October 17, 2014. Find out more at swc-cfc.gc.ca.

 
Deployment to Iraq

Prime Minister Stephen Harper has announced the 
deployment of  several dozen members of  the Canadian 
Armed Forces to Iraq. Upon receipt of  final consent from 
Iraq, they will join the U.S. in advising the Government 
of  Iraq on how to enable security forces in the northern 
part of  the country to be more effective against the 
threat posed by the Islamic State of  Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL). This will contribute to protecting Iraqi citizens 
being persecuted by ISIL and help prevent any further 
escalation of  the humanitarian crisis being caused by 
those fleeing the terrorist group. 

Canadian Armed Forces members will 
provide strategic and tactical advice to Iraqi 
forces before they commence tactical operations 
against ISIL. The initial deployment will be for 
a period of  up to 30 days. It will be reassessed 
after that time. A special meeting of  the House 
of  Commons Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and International Development will be 
convened at the earliest opportunity in order for 
the Ministers of  Foreign Affairs and National 
Defence, as well as the Chief  of  the Defence 
Staff, to provide information to Members of  

Parliament. Canada has been one of  the lead contributing 
nations in terms of  supporting the Government of  Iraq 
against the scourge of  ISIL. The fanaticism of  the ISIL 
terrorist group is a real threat to regional security and 
millions of  innocent people in Iraq, Syria and beyond. 
Left unchecked, ISIL is also a direct threat to Canada and 
its Allies.

International Day of Charity
Canada marked the International Day of  Charity 

on September 5. The day emphasizes the importance 
of  charitable efforts – whether by individuals or 
organizations - in alleviating human suffering and the 
impact of  humanitarian crises. The act of  providing 
charity creates social bonds and contributes to a more 
inclusive society in Canada and abroad.

From an outbreak of  the Ebola virus to the conflict 
in Syria to ongoing violence in many African countries, 
there are significant humanitarian needs around the 
world. In 2013, more than 140 million people were 
affected by acute humanitarian crises as a result 
of  natural disasters, conflict or political insecurity 
around the globe. According to the United Nations 
Refugee Agency, the global refugees exceeded 50 million 
this year for first time since the Second World War. 
Children make up more than half  of  those displaced.

Canadians have a reputation for being compassionate 
and charitable people.  Our government values the 
power of  individual Canadians coming together to 
donate to charitable organizations to improve people’s 
lives around the world. To increase the incentive to 
Canadians to contribute our government introduced 
the First-Time Donor’s Super Credit last year. Valid 
until 2017, this credit will supplement the existing 
non-refundable tax credit for charitable donations by 
individuals.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone in Newmarket-Aurora for their commitment 
to charitable giving, whether it is donating to a local 
charitable organization or volunteering here, or 
overseas. You are making a difference.

If  you would like to contact me on any issue, please 
call 905-953-7515 or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca.  
I look forward to hearing from you.

Ending Pay-to-Pay Billing

Do you plan on attending the Wild, Wild West Hoedown next Saturday, September 13?
A)     Yes    B)      No

Previous Poll Results

Burning Questions about the Municipal Election

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

With the municipal election only six weeks 
away, there are any number of  burning 
questions associated with it, such as:

With it possible to vote for up to eight 
different councillor candidates, why don’t we 
ever see lawns with eight different election 
signs on them?

With key election issues this year again 
being accountability, taxes and development, 
is it time to admit that our candidates have 
run out of  original ideas?

If  Aurora has an at large system to allow 
multiple councillors, why don’t we have an at 
large system to allow multiple mayors?

With over 20 candidates expected to be in 
the running, a typical debate would allow 
about 4 minutes for each person.  Since this isn’t enough time 
for considered discussion and rebuttal by each candidate, 
why are debates held?

 If  adopting a ward system and reducing the number of  
councillors are such good ideas, why are such unrealistically 
high voter turnouts required before Council will adopt them?

And if  the required 50 per cent of  voters don’t turn out, 
but the majority of  those who do demonstrate a desire for 
either of  these changes, will Council even contemplate them, 
or will its members just mop their collective brows and 
consider themselves off  the hook for another four years?

As you read the spelling and grammatical mistakes in 
their election literature, do you wonder if  candidates ever 
proof  their own material?

Does the presence of  candidates openly campaigning at 
activities such as Ribfest and the Farmer’s Market improve 
or detract from the experience at these events?

Is it more cost-effective to pay for storage space for 
campaign signs for four years between elections, or to 
procure all new signs each time?

When will the option of  electronic voting ever be 
introduced for municipal elections?

What’s the minimum number of  votes separating the 
eighth and ninth place candidates that would justify the cost 
of  a recount?

Until now, has anyone apart from the 
candidates really been thinking about 
the election since the nomination period 
opened over eight (yes, eight) months ago?

When people consider a ward system for 
Aurora, is the often suggested number of  
four wards based on an intelligent review of  
appropriate geography and representation, 
or just because to accommodate our current 
councillors, we’d need a number of  wards 
that divides nicely into eight?

An old U.S. election slogan promised a 
chicken in every pot, so was this slogan ever 
used by local candidates back in the days 
when Aurora was known as the Chicken 
Capital of  Canada?

Since they can’t cover every neighbourhood, how do 
candidates decide in which parts of  Town to conduct door-
to-door canvassing? 

Have you ever voted in a previous municipal election, 
chosen some candidates for councillor whom you thought 
would do a good job, then just randomly chosen a few more, 
just to use up all of  your eight votes?

Are candidates that wait till the last minute to declare 
themselves demonstrating confidence or indecision?

With Halloween only a few days following the election, 
can we expect that some yard signs may get decorated to 
celebrate the season?

How is it that on election night, they are able to predict 
winners and losers with such accuracy after only a small 
fraction of  polls have reported in?

With eight councillor positions, what would the Town do 
if  less than that number of  nominees came forward?

Why don’t more people take advantage of  the convenience 
of  advance polling?

How much grace time must the new Council be given 
before their actions, or lack thereof, allow residents to 
justifiably start complaining about them?

Just asking.
Feel free to e-mail Scott at:

 machellscorners@gmail.com

If the election were held today, would 
you vote in favour of Aurora adopting 

a ward system for Council?

 A)  Yes         B)   No     C)   Unsure

SHOVEL READY: Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and Members of Council gathered on Industrial Parkway North 
on Tuesday to officially break ground on Aurora’s new Joint Operations Centre. The facility will bring to-
gether Aurora’s Parks and Public Works departments into one new energy efficient facility. From Left: Il-
mar Simanovskis, Director of Infrastructure and Environmental Services, Phillip Galin, Manager of Facil-
ities, Property and Fleet, Councillor John Abel, CAO Neil Garbe, Mayor Dawe, Councillors Don Constable, 
Evelyn Buck, Michael Thompson, Sandra Humfryes, and Paul Pirri.       Auroran photo by David Falconer

Continued on page 9 
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15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

VALID UNTIL
Wednesday, September 24, 2014

BEFORE

AFTER

 10%
Cabinet Refacing

OFF
t

 

‡Offer excludes Martha Stewart Living™ countertops. Offer not valid on Corian® Cove and Mini Cove. 
Edge profles at additional cost. Backsplash material must match countertop selection. Offer valid on 
measures received and orders placed between September 4 and September 17, 2014. Minimum  
30 sq. ft. purchase required. Offer valid on countertops available through Installation Services only.  
Selection and price may vary by store. See P6 for details.1 ‡‡Offer valid on installed laminate 
countertops only, all fnishes and colours, with in-store coupon. Minimum purchase of 18 lin. ft. required. 
See P6 for details.1 ‡‡‡Offer valid through Installation Services only. Minimum purchase of 18 lin. ft. 
required. Offer valid on measures received and orders placed between September 11 and September 
24, 2014. Installation must be completed by November 30, 2014. See P6 for details.1 tOff our regular 
prices. Offer valid on article # 1000655904 Cabinet Refacing. Offer valid through Installation Services 
only. Offer valid on install contracts signed between September 11 and September 24, 2014 and 
installed by November 24, 2014. Standard cabinet refacing installation charges apply. Offer not valid on 
prior purchases and cannot be combined with any other offer except The Home Depot Credit Card offer.  
Call 1-800-Home Depot (1-800-466-3337) for a free in-home consultation. See P6 for details.1

We do it for you. 
Results guaranteed.

Call 1-800-Home Depot (1-800-466-3337) 
or visit homedepot.ca/installations
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2014 fall

HOME
SHOW
Visit any Home Depot location on 

Thursday, September 11 to  
Sunday, September 14, 2014  

or  
Thursday, September 18 to  
Sunday, September 21, 2014 

11am to 4pm

Speak with one of our Installation 
Services experts in person today!

FREE
‡

 3" Backsplash

when you purchase any installed 
SILESTONE®, CORIAN®, GRANITE 
or ECO COUNTERTOP
(minimum purchase of 30 sq. ft. required)

SAVE

$50
‡‡

when you purchase an installed 
LAMINATE COUNTERTOP‡‡‡

(minimum purchase of 18 lin. ft. required)

instantly with  
in‑store coupon

FINAL DAYS
Ends Wednesday,  
September 17, 2014

VALID UNTIL
Wednesday, September 24, 2014

Visit any Home Depot location on 
Thursday, September 11 to 

Sunday, September 14, 2014 
or 

Thursday, September 18 to 
Sunday, September 21, 2014 

11am to 4pm 
Speak with one of our Installation 
Services experts in person today!

5 2 %
OFF5 7 %

OFF
up to

...in Oakridge Outfitters Parking Lot from Wed, Sept. 10 to Sun. Sept. 15
44800 Yonge Street  

905-726-4063

Aurora Shopping Centre

ALL INSTORE FALL INVENTORY

Winter Jackets 
Dresses 

Summer Clothing 
Accessories 

and much more!

STORE HOURS 
WED 9:30 - 6:00 

THURS/FRI 9:30 - 8:00
SAT 9:30 - 6:00 
SUN 11 - 5:00

& CLEARANCE EVENT

Selection of 

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!
Celebrating our 44th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

INVITE YOU 
Raz & Mae Khamissa, 

owners of Omars Shoes, 

to come visit our 
 store and see our 
large selection of 

NEW BALANCE shoes 
for men, women and children. 

NEW BALANCE provides comfort, stability, 
support and a wide range of widths and over-sizes.

If you are looking for a durable and cushioned walking shoe, 
the New Balance 812 or 577 is for you. Beat foot fatigue 

and discourage joint pain by wearing the right shoes for the job.
New Balance all-leather walking shoes pair 

premium cushioning with maximum 
durability, creating an excellent choice 
for everyone from the moderate-paced
 �tness walker to health care providers 

who spend hours on their feet.

Let's get walking!

Ms. MacEachern, and Mr. Wilson continue 
to be funded by municipal insurance 
as they were duly elected members of  
Council when the lawsuit was launched 
in 2009. 

Councillor Buck’s multimillion 
dollar lawsuit claims her reputation was 
damaged by the defendants stemming 
from a statement from Councillors 
published local newspapers relating to 
Councillor Buck and the now-rescinded 
Council Code of  Conduct.

So far, that lawsuit has racked up 
$845,000 on the Town’s insurance bill.

A judge has yet to render his decision 
in the case.

Two lawsuits involving Ms. Morris also 
racked up a heavy bill. Although the report 
doesn’t break down the particulars of  
each case, both the lawsuit unsuccessfully 
launched by Aurora resident George 
Hervey alleging Ms. Morris violated the 
Municipal Conflict of  Interest Act in 
participating in discussions that led to 
her 2010 defamation lawsuit against three 
local bloggers, as well as Ms. Morris’ 
subsequent lawsuit against the Town 
of  Aurora for her own costs related 
the lawsuit which started it all, have 
continued to rack up, currently standing 
at $153,932. 

While Ms. Morris successfully 
defended herself  against Mr. Hervey’s 
claims, her lawsuit against the Town of  
Aurora will next be before the courts on 
September 23.

Councillor Buck’s lawsuit aside, these 
cases do not account for the lion’s share 
of  insurance claims accumulated by the 
Town. 38 slip/trip and fall cases have 
been filed against the Town’s insurers, 
claiming a bill of  $423,000, one claim of  
alleged injuries “due to an improperly 
maintained soccer field” clocking in 
at $217,487, three claims under “errors 
and omissions” for $134,565, 21 claims 
for backed-up sewers for $71,076, and six 
claims classified under “miscellaneous” 
for $7,000.

In total, between January 1, 2008 and 
August 31, 2014, 72 claims have been 
reported against the Town’s insurers, 
totalling $1,852,060 in what has been paid, 
after the Town’s deductible.

This week’s presentation from BFL 
stems from a Notice of  Motion from Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, approved by Council in 
July, requesting representatives from 
the company come forward with clarity 
on just what is driving rising insurance 
premiums at Town Hall after increasing 
rates resulted in a significant hit on the 
2014 Budget.

Over the previous year, there was 
a 43 per cent spike in insurance rates, 
resulting in a $195,000 hit on Aurora’s 
overall tax bill. 

“The Town was impacted by a 
significant increase in its insurance 
premiums for 2014,” said Mayor Dawe in 
his motion. “It is incumbent on Council to 
further investigate the matters giving rise 
to the increase in insurance premiums….
and it is also incumbent on the Town 
to investigate options for reducing its 
premium in future years and managing 
its risk exposure, including financially 
capping certain types of  coverage. It 
is important for the public to be aware 
of  the pressures impacting the Town’s 
insurance premiums.”

His motion requested the insurers to 
“publically present” updated information 
to Council “as soon as possible regarding 
significant insurance matters/claims 
affecting the Town directly, including any 
amounts and legal costs paid to date for 
existing claims, and ways to reduce the 
Town’s insurance premium in future 
years.”

Some matters remain before the courts

Small operation making big impact in Aurora’s annual Terry Fox Run
By Jake Courtepatte

Since 1981, the name “Terry Fox” 
has become synonymous with hope, 
philanthropy, and the joy of  giving.

All three ring true for the team from 
Muldoon Marketing, running in Aurora’s 
Terry Fox Run for the past decade.

This year’s annual Terry Fox Run 
will be held Sunday, September 14, with 
participants from thousands of  run sites 
across Canada running and walking 
2-15 kilometres to raise funds for cancer 
research.

Based in Aurora, Muldoon Marketing 
is a three-person operation providing 
promotional marketing.

Small yet powerful, their Terry Fox 
Run team “Run Muldoon Run” has raised 
almost $1,400 this year for the charity, a 
number Melissa Bevins says is not unusual 
for the team.

Over the years, the Muldoon team has 
grown to include spouses, kids, and other 
family members.

Ten years ago, the marketing firm was 
looking for a distraction from the daily 
grind.

“Jackie (Kubica, president) said 
‘everyone should go out and have a walk, or 
get moving,” said Bevins, account manager 
at Muldoon.

They put an incentive program in place 
over the summer, with employees reporting 
the number of  steps they took with a 
pedometer each week.

And at the end of  the summer, the Terry 
Fox Run would serve as the finale.

“It was sort of  an end goal,” said Bevins. 
“It’s a wonderful, well-known charity that 
everyone was happy to participate in.”

Since its inception, the Terry Fox Run 
has raised over $600 million for cancer 
research and expanded to locations around 
the world.

According to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, about two in five Canadians 
will develop cancer in their lifetimes. 
Approximately 190,000 new cases occur 
each year in Canada.

“Since we started participating, basically 
everyone in here has either lost someone to 
cancer, or known someone battling cancer. 
We kept going because it was something 
near to our hearts.”

Bevins lost her grandmother to cancer, 
and her husband’s father has been battling 
the disease for years.

“We’ve always had a really great time,” 
said Bevins. “It’s a very inclusive event – we 
can walk it with our kids, and strollers…it’s 
nice to be out of  the office with your peers 
and coworkers, as well as your family.”

The Aurora run has a distance and 
challenge level for all participants, 

involving a 2 km, 5 
km, and 10 km heat.

“It brings you 
through the trails, 
it’s a very nice and 
serene walk,” said 
Bevins. “Everyone 
just takes the time 
to enjoy it.”

When asked 
what the team was 
looking forward to 
the most in their 
tenth Terry Fox 
Run, employee 
Lisa Brown simply 

stated “good 
weather.” The team 
also looks forward 
to the pre-race 
speakers at the 
event, who discuss 
their own battles 
and experiences 
with cancer.

“It’s sort of  a 
nice motivation 
to begin the walk. 
It’s a good time for 
reflection, not only 
on how lucky we 
have been, but also 
what we have lost. 
And hopefully in 
the future we won’t 
have to worry about 
it anymore.”

In 2013, 503 

participants in the Aurora Terry Fox 
Run were able to raise over $24,000 for the 
charity, much higher than the roughly 
$16,000 average from previous years.

And with the easy online registration 
process and no entry fee, these numbers are 
expected to climb even further.

This year’s Aurora Terry Fox Run takes 
off  from Sheppard’s Bush Soccer Fields 
at 10 a.m. this Sunday, with registration 
beginning at 8:30. 

To donate, participate, or find more 
information, visit www.terryfox.org. 
Specific donations to the Run Muldoon Run 
team can also be made by searching under 
the “Teams” tab.

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Run, Muldoon, Run – laced up and ready to go for this year’s 
Aurora Terry Fox Run.                    Supplied photo
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 
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Colorectal cancer is the second leading 
cause of death from cancer  

and third most common cancer.
Colorectal cancer refers to cancer of  

large intestine or large bowel. The large 
intestine is a six foot long tube-like organ 
that is responsible for absorption of  water 
and excretion of  waste. 

Current statistics report that in 2013 ap-
proximately 23,900 Canadians have been 
diagnosed with colorectal cancer. Risk of  
developing colorectal cancer is approxi-
mately one in 15 men or women during his 
or her lifetime and one in 30 men or wom-
en will die from it.

Colorectal cancer develops from  
polyps in the large bowel.

There are many changes that happen in 
the normal cells of  the large bowel lining 
before they turn cancerous. However, be-
fore the cells turn cancerous they start to 
grow and divide until they develop into a 
polyp that is a skin tag-like projection on 
the inside of  the large bowel lining. 

In this earlier stage colorectal cancer 
can be prevented by removing the polyps.

Early colorectal cancer may or may not 
give signs.

Although colorectal cancer develops 
over 10 years, the earlier signs of  it may or 
may not show. Therefore, it is important 
to have routine screening for colorectal 
cancer because early detection will signifi-
cantly improve survival. However, when 
any change in bowel movement is noted 
such as blood, shape of  stool, diarrhea, 
constipation or other symptoms such as 
unexplained weight loss, fatigue or stom-

ach discomfort you should consult your 
family doctor regarding need for colorec-
tal cancer screening. 

Some of  the symptoms could be caused 
by other conditions such as haemorrhoids, 
inflammatory bowel disease and others; 
but, it is better to get an advice from your 
family doctor.

Routine screening for colorectal cancer 
is not difficult.

Risk of  colorectal cancer increases 
with age therefore it is currently recom-
mended to start colorectal cancer screen-
ing at age 50 in persons without any ear-
ly signs or family history of  colorectal  
cancer or other medical and genetic condi-
tion that increase  the risk.

Persons that have family history of  col-
orectal cancer should consult their family 
physicians about the need for a screening 
colonoscopy when they are 10 years young-
er than a youngest family member that 
was diagnosed with colorectal cancers. 

There are several methods of  routine 
screening for colorectal cancer such as 
stool test, double contrast barium enema, 
sigmoidoscopy, CT-colonography and colo-
noscopy. The colonoscopy is considered, 
ultimately, the best method for diagnosis 
and removal of  polyps. Consult your fam-
ily doctor for the method that is best for 
you.

Oak Ridges Endoscopy Centre offers 
colonoscopy and upper gastrointestinal 
endoscopy services and is conveniently lo-
cated in the Oak Ridges Medical Building, 
13291 Yonge Street, Suite 400, Richmond 
Hill, Fax 1-866-643-9669, Phone  905-751-2930

What do you need to know about  
Colon or Rectal cancer?

Advertorial

Rick Hansen Pub-
lic School stu-
dents are pictured 
last year, left, at 
the launch of their 
Walking Wednes-
days campaign. 
New measures to 
be approved this 
week will make 
that walk even 
safer. 

Auroran photo 
by Jeff Doner

Rick Hansen P.S. students 
continue to lead way walking to 
school – but a little safer now

By Brock Weir

The Rick Hansen Public School 
community has stressed the importance 
of  staying active and walking to school, 
but things are due to become just a little 
bit safer for students leading the way this 
week.

Council is set to approve a number of  
measures this week that will help students, 
parents, and teachers travelling to and 
from school during the busy morning and 
afternoon hours. After receiving tentative 
approval at last Tuesday’s General 
Committee meeting, the northeast Aurora 
neighbourhood will soon see a three way 
stop sign installed at the intersection of  
Hartwell Way and Billbrough Street, new 
pedestrian crossing pavement markers 
throughout the roundabout at Hartwell 
and Mavrinac Boulevard, increased 
signage for school areas, all in addition to 
a recently installed three-way crossing at 
Mavrinac and Cosford Street.

“Rick Hansen Public School has been a 
leader in adopting the Walking Wednesdays 
program where it saw remarkable results in 
reducing the vehicular traffic in the school 
vicinity and increasing the number of  
students, parents and school staff  walking 
to school,” noted Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure, in 
his report to Committee. “During the 
Walking Wednesdays program, a number 
of  gaps and areas of  safety concerns were 
identified that are needed to be addressed 
to provide a complete safe network to 
walk to school. Therefore, the school, in 
coordination with the Town, York Region 
[District] School Board and York Region 
Community and Health Services initiated 
the need for a school travel planning 
program to provide students and parents 
safe routes to school.”

These recommendations received the 
hearty endorsement from the school last 
week through Principal Steve Gardiner 
who spoke at last week’s meeting, 
highlighting the needs of  a growing school 
community in view of  the community 
growing rapidly around it.

“We’re a school that opened our doors 
in September, 2012, with 375 students at 
this point and opened in a new community 
with houses between zero and five years 
of  age,” he said. “One of  the things we 
did when we opened the school was really 

promote walking to the school.”
One measure taken within the school 

was forming a Healthy Active Living 
Committee made up of  parents and staff  
who sought opportunities to further 
that mandate. They looked at barriers 
that might impede students, parents 
and staff  walking to school, conducted 
a wide-ranging survey within the 
school community, and one of  the most 
significant barriers they had was stop 
signs, crosswalks, and even foliage on 
roundabouts that might obscure the views 
of  both walkers and drivers.

The already-installed stop signs at 
Mavrinac and Cosford have already made 
a significant difference on the morning 
commute, Mr. Gardner added.

“It has been a fantastic difference,” he 
said. “Even the week before school started 
and the number of  families that talk about 
it [say it is] wonderful, so it is already 
making a big difference in terms of  speed. 
This is a list of  exactly what we asked for.”

Rick Hansen Public School is the latest 
Aurora elementary school that has been on 
the receiving end of  a number of  changes 
and studies designed to look at ways to get 
kids and parents up on their feet, leaving 
their cars at home, and helping to reduce 
traffic congestion in school areas around 
the busy morning drop-off  and pick-up 
times.

“A couple of  months ago we went 
through a similar process with Devins 
Drive Public School and, at that point, 
Councillor Abel and I had done some 
surreptitious watching of  traffic to the 
school and we noticed that most of  the 
violators of  things like stop signs were 
parents dropping their kids off  at school,” 
said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, noting the 
school was working to make sure everyone 
obeyed traffic laws and questioning 
whether that was the case at Rick Hansen 
as well.

While Council signed off  on the 
recommendations last week, one bone 
of  contention were those stop signs at 
Mavrinac and Cosford. Having been 
installed before the start of  the school 
system, and before Council had the 
opportunity to give the signs the high sign, 
Councillor Michael Thompson questioned 
how that came to be. Mr. Simanovskis said 
a memo responding to the situation would 
be on a future Council agenda.
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Proceeds benefit local 
charities and not-for-profit 

organizations
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New LED streetlights would save energy but saving money is the question
By Brock Weir

A conversion of  streetlights to LED lights could be 
in the offing very soon, if  Council gives the green light 
to moving ahead with the project this week.

Councillors are set to sign off  on a $3 million plan 
this week, which was conditionally approved during 
last year’s budget process, which will see all of  Aurora’s 
street lights converted to more energy efficient Light 
Emitting Diode models. 

According to Town Staff, the conversion to LED 
lights could reduce the Town’s associated energy costs 
by up to 60 per cent, and maintenance costs by up to 
80 per cent, but these savings will take an up-front 
investment and more time to pay off. 

While Councillors generally spoke favourably 
about potential savings of  the program last week, 
some questioned recommendations to work with 
a partner on the conversion, particularly Energy 
Service Company (ESCO) on the changeover. 

According to a report from Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services, working with ESCO would 
enable Aurora not only to change over the lights, but 
also develop an energy reduction strategy in tandem 
with that. A company such as that would be able to 
look at other areas of  energy consumption around 
Town and make recommendations on how to do better. 

“There is clear savings expected for the 
street lighting program, however, there 
may be longer term benefit to taking 
some of  that savings and reinvesting it on 
other areas of  the operation to increase 
overall long-term energy savings,” said 
Mr. Simanovskis in his report. “This 
approach will also allow for real time 
market space. The use of  an ESCO is 
the preferred approach as it provides 
for the most flexibility and greatest risk 
mitigation.”

Councillors gave tentative approval 
to the project at last week’s General 
Committee meeting, a recommendation 
which will need to be ratified at Council 
this week. At the time, however, some 
Councillors, including Sandra Humfryes, 
questioned how long it would take Aurora 
to recoup its initial investment in the LED 
program. Mr. Simanovskis, however, said 
that that is hard to say at the moment 
because although energy use might 
go down, energy suppliers might look 
for other ways to make sure their own 
businesses are not impacted by the switch.

“One of  the big questions is…the 
energy supplier, how much of  a savings we 
would actually be able to garner because 
just like we have in our water program 
there are fixed costs for operations and 
you have to collect a certain amount of  
revenue,” he said. “If  we propose a huge 
reduction in energy consumption, we 
may be looking at raising the rates to 

offset. That negotiation is a big question mark.”
Although he said he supports the “idea” of  

converting Aurora’s streetlights to LED, Councillor 
Michael Thompson questioned whether working 
with ESCO was the right way to do it, asking if  those 
conversations had been had with Powerstream, 
Aurora’s energy supplier, in seeing if  there would be 
a hit from their end if  revenues looked to be heading 
down.

“It has been a little bit challenging at this point in 
time,” replied Mr. Simanovskis. “I am not receiving a 
lot of  support from our power supplier as to how they 
might address this.”

But one way to address this uncertainty is to go 
forward with hiring ESCO, said 
Aurora CAO Neil Garbe.

“The advantage of  ESCO is 
your funding options are much 
greater,” he said. “You can 
transfer the entire risk of  the 
project to them. You don’t have 
to put in a dime. They take some 
of  the savings, they guarantee 
the savings and it is up to them 
to produce it. This gives us a 
much broader range of  options 
than it would just going through 
a vendor.”

www.nobletonskatingclub.com
905.859.4943

Fall RegistRation
Contact the Club

to arrange for
registration

• Canskate offered Mondays and 
Saturdays

• Prepower / Power offered
Fridays

• STARSkate begins Sept. 8th
• CANSkate begins Sept. 22nd

Please visit our 
website for more 

information
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From page 5

A Fresh Alternative for 
Organic Food Comes to Aurora

Organics Live, Canada’s 
fastest growing organic 

grocery delivery 
service, is now 
delivering fresh, 
locally focused, 
certifi ed organic 
produce and 

specialty grocery 
items to the 

Aurora, Oak Ridges 
and King City area.

Lisette Palacios, from Organics Live, shows an open box of fresh organic 
fruits and vegetables being delivered daily in this area.         

Photo by Rafael Minassian
“Many Canadians would 

eat organic more often 
if  three problems were 
solved”, said Organics 
Live GTA North Owner Li-
sette Palacios. “Historical-
ly, organic food has been 
too expensive, not readily 
available and of  inconsis-
tent quality, and Organics 
Live has successfully built 
a model that corrects that.”

Organics Live has a 
unique supply chain mod-
el to get food from local 
producers into the hands 
of  consumers with as lit-
tle waste as possible. “Our 
model is hyper-lean and 
focused on reducing waste across the 
board,” Lisette continued. “This enables 
us to support local growers, control 
costs, and ensure superior product qual-
ity… it is changing the game for organic 
food eaters. We’re building a sustainable 
local food system through a network of  
small businesses so that it’s easier for 
consumers to get the clean food they 
want for less than they’re paying at re-
tail.” 

Organics Live consists of  a subscrip-
tion service with weekly or bi-weekly de-

livery of  organic produce 
on a choice of  different 
sized boxes. The contents 
of  each delivery vary 
week to week, depending 
on what is fresh and in 
season. Generally each 
box will contain 2/3rds 
vegetables and 1/3rd fruit, 
with the exception of  
fruit-only boxes. The con-
tents can be customized at 
no extra charge.

There’s no delivery fee, 
no term commitment, and 
deliveries can be paused 
(for example for vaca-
tions). Orders can be mod-
ifi ed either online or by 

phone.
Organics Live places a strong empha-

sis on sourcing from small and mid scale 
growers and producers, located as close 
to the customers as possible. However, 
since the availability of  local produce 
in Canada is heavily seasonal, local con-
tents are supplemented with imported 
products where necessary, and this is 
especially the case through winter and 
spring. Whenever products are import-
ed, their travel is offset by the company’s 
participation in the CarbonFund.  

If  all of  this sounds good and you want to try the service, for a limited time get $10 
off  your fi rst order. You can register online at organicslive.com and enter the pro-
mo code “Auroran10” to take advantage of  this offer. You can also call us today at 
289-203-1736 if  you need more information or to place your order, we’ll be happy to 
assist you. 

Advertorial

Volunteers at the Aurora Rise and Shine Breakfast prepare fruit salad at Trinity 
Anglican Church last April, less than 24 hours after fire swept through Aurora 
United Church.                           Auroran photo by David Falconer

Rise & Shine Breakfast set to rise 
again thanks to hefty grant

By Brock Weir

Fire this past spring proved you 
cannot keep Aurora’s Rise & Shine 
Community Breakfast down for long.

Following the April 11 fire at Aurora 
United Church, volunteers swelled and 
decamped across the street to Trinity 
Anglican Church, less than 12 hours 
after the worst of  the flames were 
extinguished, and it was business as 
usual for both the volunteers, and 
those who have come to rely on the 
weekly meal, barely skipping a beat.

The fire coincided with the end of  
the annual Rise & Shine season but 
next month, the breakfast is set to rise 
from the ashes once again next month, 
bigger and better than ever, thanks 
to a grant from the Annual Mayor’s 
Charity Golf  Classic.

This grant will not only keep 
the food coming into the 
breakfast, but also extend its 
season by a full seven weeks 
beginning Saturday, October 
4 to Saturday, May 9.

“For the church and 
congregation, I think 
there is an even greater 
commitment than there 
was before to give back to 
our community,” says Rise 
& Shine coordinator Carol 
Lever. “The community has 
been really gracious to us 
throughout this period. We 
are in a time of  transition 
and people are opening up 
their arms to us. This grant 
is coming our way, Trinity 
is partnering with us, [and 
people still call] asking how 
they can help and volunteer.”

There are plenty of  
opportunities to volunteer 
and lend a hand for the 
weekly breakfast, whether you are a 
dab hand in the kitchen or even a high 
school student looking to get some 
community service hours under your 
belt. Those interested in volunteering 
for the organization are invited to a 
special volunteer information session 
on Saturday, September 20, at 10 a.m. 
at Trinity Anglican Church.

“It is welcome to anyone who wants 
to lend a hand, but it is a commitment 
of  one Saturday a month for eight 
months because we have four teams,” 
Ms. Lever explains. “We welcome 
students doing the community service 
hours, but they do need to be high 
school students and above.”

In the morning following the 
fire, the church hall at Trinity was 
overflowing with volunteers looking 
to serve up a hot meal for those in 
need. 

In their grant application, Ms. 
Lever spoke about the need to do 
some electrical upgrades in the hall, 
to accommodate some of  their more 
power-taxing appliances such as their 
conveyor toaster, but also stressing 
the importance of  food programs run 
by local faith communities, including 
their own, Welcome Table, and 
Martha’s Table, which are operated 
out of  Trinity and St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church respectfully. 

“The Region of  York identifies that 
12.7 per cent of  people in the Region 
have a low income and families 
struggle and need a little bit of  
assistance in putting food on the table, 
or even helping them make ends meet,” 
says Ms. Lever. “We are honoured as 
a church to be able to play a role in 
improving access to healthy food and 
nutrition in our community, but we 

are also providing more 
than that through Rise 
and Shine because it is a 
safe and really welcoming 
place for people to come 
on a Saturday morning to 
meet new friends in the 
community.”

In hindsight, Ms. Lever 
says that, as unusual as 
it sounds, the Aurora 
United Church fire might 
have strengthened their 
program, particularly the 
community’s commitment 
to their breakfast program 
as well as highlighting the 
importance of  community 
food programs to the public 
at large. To this end, Ms. 
Lever says she anticipates 
their numbers will grow in 
the upcoming season.

“I think people will see 
it as more than just a food 

program and we really want that to 
happen,” she says. “People who are 
financially in need are, of  course, 
welcome at Rise and Shine but so 
are other people who just want the 
fellowship, people who just want to 
meet others in their community. This 
isn’t just about financial need, it is 
about community.”

Anyone looking to lend a hand 
is invited to contact Ms. Lever at 
aucrisenshine@gmail.com. Financial 
donations are always welcome, she 
says, as is help from local businesses 
willing to give them a break in food 
and grocery costs. Much was lost 
in the fire and Rise & Shine is also 
looking for a donation of  a “gently 
used” refrigerator that will help 
keep the program going, that is still 
relatively new to be compatible with 
recently completed wiring work.

enough.  For Pete’s sake! Have people 
nothing better to do than count 
how many times a member of  our 
government tweets in French? 

Apparently not.
Perhaps I am longing for a day that 

never existed or never will.
I just wish and hope that when I 

open the paper and read about what 
is happening in Ottawa and Queen’s 

Park that I will read something of  
substance.  Is there a plan to deal with 
our aging population? Is there a plan 
to address the sizeable population that 
has no pension? Will Canada still have 
its pristine waters and beautiful forests 
when my nieces and nephews have 
children of  their own?

I wish I would see a display of  
“character” that isn’t 140 or less.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

People  
who are  

financially  
in need are,  
of course, 

welcome at  
Rise and Shine 
but so are other 

people who 
just want the 
fellowship,  

people who just 
want to meet 
others in their 
community.

Politics As Usual
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By Brock Weir

Snow itself  is a Canadian 
inevitability but removing snow in 
Aurora evidently is not. 

Council voted to delay a decision on 
new contracts for local snow plowing on 
roadways and sidewalks, which would 
lock the Town in a series of  seven year 
contracts, with a degree of  uncertainty 
over what it will ultimately cost Aurora 
in the end.

Recommendations from Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  
Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services, called on Council to increase 
its winter maintenance budget by 
$225,000 to cope with snowfall expected 
to close out 2014. This came with a 
recommendation to award Forest Ridge 
Landscaping a seven year contract for 
sidewalk plowing services at $322,000 
for the 2014/2015 season, as well as a 
road plowing contract to 
Femar Paving Limited at 
$341,200 for the upcoming 
season, and giving him the 
ability to renew the contracts 
for up to six years “pending 
an annual analysis and 
satisfactory performance 
review.”

According to Mr. 
Simanovskis, the 
recommendation for seven 
year contracts stems from the 
life expectancy of  vehicles 
and other implements which 
will be purchased by the 
contractor to provide the 
services.

“We are trying to 
maximize the life that we 
get out of  that asset the 
contractor is buying on 
our behalf,” he said. “If  it 
is a four-year term, there is a lot of  
reluctance to get new vehicles because 
they are not going to get the full life 
of  this vehicle under this contract. If  
it is longer than seven years, you get a 
vehicle that is too old to operate beyond 
that time period effectively.”

Although Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he was fully in 
support of  improving the quality of  
plowing, particularly when it comes to 
sidewalks, he said he was not satisfied 
by what he saw as a lack of  funding 
options to minimize a potential hit on 
the taxpayer.

“I would have liked to have seen 
us implement some of  the things we 
discussed through the service level 
review we undertook last year, where 
we looked at 
mandatory and 
d i s c r e t i o n a r y 
services and 
bringing some of  
those forward,” 
said Councillor 
T h o m p s o n . 
“I think it is 
important to start 
looking at that 
going forward 
that if  we identify 
services that we 
want to enhance 
or increase, and 
we consider 
them core, it 
would be nice 
to have options 
or alternatives 
brought within 
the report where 
other services 
may be looked 
at as a means to 
offset the cost of  

increasing the service here.
“It is not always a case of  just 

passing the costs onto the consumer 
and, in this case, the taxpayer.”

Councillor John Gallo expressed a 
similar view, stating he believed this 
represented a “significant service level 
increase” by taking snow plowing away 
from the responsibility of  Town Staff  
to outside contractors.

“I would have wished we spent a little 
more time on discussing this and really 
understanding the need to do this, to 
understand the significant service level 
increase and, within a one week span, 
we make these decisions,” he said. 
“To me, this is pretty significant and 
I hazard to guess that very few people 
are aware of  it. I will be spending the 
week analysing it to a greater degree 
and hopefully coming up with some 
better ideas or a better path to take.”

As Aurora nears build-out with the 
development of  
the 2C Lands, now 
underway, more 
areas to plow could 
soon mean further 
costs as well, added 
Mr. Simanovskis, 
responding to 
questions from 
Councillor John 
Abel asking whether 
or not further 
kilometers of  roads 
in the near future 
had factored into 
rising costs. Mr. 
Simanovskis said 
the contracts had 
been set up based on 
nine distinct service 
areas and once 2C 
is complete, there 
would be a tenth to 

address.
“We would be coming back to Council 

looking for a tenth vehicle, whether 
that is in-house, or contracted out,” he 
said. “That will probably be in the next 
two or three years, depending on how 
that is built out.”

Currently, he added, there are five 
in-house vehicles and four contract 
vehicles for road maintenance.

“One of  the primary shifts in trying 
to achieve service levels is trying to 
shift sidewalk operations entirely to 
contract service because what was 
happening previously is we would 
use our staff  to follow with sidewalk 
cleaning operations once the roads are 
done. You would have a six to 10 hour 
delay which impacts service levels.”

120 Spruce Street   Yonge/Wellington

Asking only $519,900!!! Priced to Sell! 3 bedroom, 
2.5 bathrooms, double car garage, fi nished basement!! 
Entry from garage into house, family room with fi replace. 
Master features great walk in closet and 3 pc bathroom. 

Call for a private viewing today 
before this one sells! 

905-821-3200 hollyp@royallepage.ca HOLLY PARKES

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com
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905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Council gives snow plow 
contracts, costs a frosty 
reception

JOB FAIR 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church St, Aurora
Tuesday, Sept. 30 @ 8:00 am - 4:30 pm

Aurora

This Employment Ontario service is funded 
in part by the Government of Canada

The views expressed in this publication are the views of this Service Provider and do not necessarily reflect those of the Ministry

For more information and job details visit 
www.RNCemploymentservices.ca
Candidates must pre-register with RNC in person!
222 Wellington Street East, Main Floor
Aurora, ON L4G 1J5

                          905-727-3777

Human Resources representatives will be on 
hand to share information on how to join our 
collaborative team

Distribution Centre Assembler, 
Training Supervisor

Inserter Operator, Press Helper

Shipper/Receiver, Quality Lead Packer, Maintenance 
Technician, Warehouse Supervisor, Shift Supervisor, 
Set-up Technician, Forklift Operator, Packer

In Collaboration with 
the Town of Aurora

Farmers, chefs, vendors and shoppers were out in full force at the Aurora Farmers’ Market last Saturday for the annual Apple N’ Honey Festival. Busy bees were all 
over the place in keeping with the theme, both real, and in the form of Margaret, Lilly, and Eleanor, left. Chefs Andrew Evans and Mat Orr were among the many chefs 
on hand whipping up tasty treats for everyone, something set to be repeated on September 27 when the Farmers’ Market opens with Culinary Day as part of Aurora 
Culture Days.                                          Auroran photos by David Falconer

“It would be nice  
to have options  
or alternatives  

brought within the  
report where other 
services may be  
looked at as a  

means to offset  
the cost  

of increasing  
the service here.”
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a physical sense and, in a matter of  a couple 
of  years, it transitioned to a whole process for 
employment for people with disabilities because 
unemployment levels are so catastrophically 
higher than it is for the general population.”

Mr. Onley says he hopes to have many 
opportunities to continue this dialogue, once 
his term wraps up and Elizabeth Dowdeswell 
assumes the role of  Lieutenant-Governor on 
September 23. Queen’s Park recently brought 
out the old desk once used by Pauline McGibbon, 
Ontario’s first female Lieutenant-Governor, for 
Ms. Dowdeswell to get a handle on the job and 
receive some tips from Mr. Onley, in what he 
describes with a laugh as “Lieutenant-Governor’s 
Summer School.”

After his term wraps up this month, he looks 
forward to taking on a new challenge as an 
ambassador for the University of  Toronto, as 
well as taking up a post teaching political science 
at the U of  T’s Scarborough Campus, where he 
himself  got his own start. Nevertheless, new 
items are continually being added to his to-do 
list. 

Next Tuesday, for instance, he will take on 
the role of  Honourary Patron of  Canadian 
Business Sensibility, a new private sector 
advocacy group made up of  companies that put 
an emphasis on hiring persons with disabilities, 
to advocate fellow private sector businesses, and 
governments, to take advantage of  what is a 
vastly untapped employee pool. 

In selecting his personal mandate of  increasing 
awareness of  accessibility challenges in Ontario, 
improving the job prospects of  those individuals 
living with disabilities, as well as continuing the 
successful campaign of  his predecessor, James 
Bartleman, focusing on literacy in Aboriginal 
communities, Mr. Onley had to strike the right 
balance between these goals and his primary 
duty in representing the Queen. 

He was emboldened in his efforts, 
he says, by the fact the Accessibility 
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
(AODA) was unanimously passed by 
the Ontario Legislature, removing any 
perception he was taking on a political 
role in what is officially an apolitical 
office.

“I thought the levels of  protocol 
were about 18 inches deep, but within 
a matter of  days, I realised they were 
about 18 feet deep,” says Mr. Onley of  
his perception of  what the office was, 
versus the reality of  when he was 
actually installed. “It was somewhat 
overwhelming when you just realise 
how many protocol factors were at 
work determining where you could 
speak, who you could speak to, what 
you could speak about, how you had 
to remain apolitical. As a former 
reporter and political science student, 
I was used to making comments about 
political matters and had to suddenly 
stop that.”

As he got deeper into his role, Mr. Onley 
says he saw some people in Ontario had some 
misconceptions “to a certain extent” about the 
role of  the Lieutenant-Governor of  Ontario, 
misconceptions he has tried to address head-on 
in making an effort to “enhance the relevance” 
of  the office both to the community and to the 
“culture of  Ontario.”

To this end, one of  the things Mr. Onley says 
he is most proud of  is strengthening the ties 
between his office and Aurora’s regiment, the 
Queen’s York Rangers. When he took office, Mr. 
Onley, a student of  history, says he made an 
effort to learn even more about his predecessors 
and, in particular, John Graves Simcoe, the very 
first Lieutenant-Governor. After the forebears 
of  the present regiment scattered after the 
American Revolution, it was Simcoe, he says, 
that reconstituted the regiment and brought 
them back to Upper Canada to, “in effect, act as 
his staff.”

He was approached by pollsters John Wright 
and Darrell Bricker, both of  whom have deep 

ties to the Regiment, who asked him to serve as 
Honourary Patron.

“I said I wanted to do something bigger than 
that, and that was to have the Regiment formally 
re-affiliated with the office of  the Lieutenant-
Governor to take it right back to its historic 
roots,” he explains. “After several months of  
discussions with the Federal Government we 
ended up doing just that. General Natynczyk 
and Defence Minister Peter MacKay signed off  
on a special order that recreated the relationship 

between the office and the Queen’s York 
Rangers in perpetuity and it becomes 
only the second regiment in Canada, 
next to the Governor General’s Horse 
Guards, to be formally associated 
with a viceregal office. When that was 
done in September 2011, it was a very 
happy and proud moment and I have 
been to Aurora a number of  times in 
relation to the Rangers activities. I 
am proud of  that affiliation and look 
very, very much to continuing my 
involvement.”

The importance Mr. Onley holds 
in this restored connection is 
evidenced nowhere better than in his 
recently unveiled official portrait, 
in which he is wearing the QYR’s 
mess kit. It is “quite a feeling” to 
put on that uniform, he says, and it 
will be particularly meaningful on 
September 23 when he hands Simcoe’s 
sword over to Ms. Dowdeswell. 

“It is something you can’t fully 
appreciate until you are in the midst 
of  it and realise that you truly are a 

part of  a continuum of  history.”
Bringing the role to the community is fairly 

straightforward, he says, but enhancing the 
importance of  the role to culture was a different 
challenge altogether. He and his wife, Ruth Ann, 
strove to become involved “with communities 
and groups that either weren’t involved at all, or 
involved marginally.”

“We did that so we could minimize the 
impression by some, but not many, that this 
is somehow an aloof  office that is somehow 
separate from what every day people are 
concerned about,” says Mr. Onley. “Far from it. 
We have tried to be [as] involved as we can in a 
whole range of  areas.

 “I hope [historians] will say I have helped 
enhance the office, I hope they say I have helped 
change the conversation or dialogue about people 
with disabilities from one of  just physical access 
to the important civil right of  being able to 
reasonably aspire to a meaningful job or career,” 
says Mr. Onley. “It has been truly an honour and 
privilege to have this position.”

     R
E-ELECT

F O R  C O U N C I L
A B E L

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5 
Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted

 
15570 Yonge Street 

Aurora, On

The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

www.thelightspot.ca

The importance 
Mr. Onley places 
in his efforts to 
strengthen ties 
between the Lieu-
tenant-Governor 
and the Queen’s 
York Rangers is 
such he is depict-
ed in his new offi-
cial portrait wear-
ing the mess kit of 
the Regiment.

 Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Onley restored ties 
between office and 
Rangers in perpetuity

From page 1

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

“It is something 
you can’t fully 

appreciate until 
you are in the 
midst of it and 
realise that you 

truly are a part of 
a continuum of 

history.”

Hair Design
20 OFF 

• Colour • Cut • Hilight • Hair Extension & Perm 
• Relaxer & Braid  • Keratin Hair Straightener 

• Wednesday is Senior’s Day • Kid’s Haircut - $15
TO ALL MY CLIENTS, 

I invite you to visit me at my new location.
             CHAIR FOR RENT, BE YOUR OWN BOSS!
15504 Yonge St.           To make an appointment call: 
Aurora, ON. L4G 1P2    905.503.5010 OR 416.797.6427

$

Marie’s 
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Offer(s) available on select new 2014/2015 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who take delivery by September 14, 2014. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Some conditions apply. See dealer for complete details. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra 
cost. All offers are subject to change without notice. All pricing includes delivery and destination fees up to $1,665, $5 OMVIC fee, $29 tire tax, other taxes, environmental fee, and $100 A/C charge (where applicable). Excludes licensing, registration, insurance, variable dealer administration fees (up to $399), fuel-fill charges 
up to $100, and down payment (if applicable and unless otherwise specified). Other lease and financing options also available. ≠Representative finance example: 0% financing offer for up to 84 months available O.A.C. to qualified retail customers, on approved credit for the new 2015 Forte LX MT (FO541F)/2015 Rio LX MT (RO541F)/2015 
Sportage LX MT FWD (SP551F)/2015 Sorento 2.4L LX AT (SR75BF) with a selling price of $16,014/$14,114/ $24,794/$27,544 and includes delivery and destination fees of $1,485, $5 OMVIC fee, tire tax of $29 and a $1,500 loan rebate. 364 weekly payments of $44/$39/$68/$76 for 84 months with $0 down payment. Credit fees of $0. 
Total obligation is $16,014/$14,114/ $24,794/$27,544. See retailer for complete details. *Cash bonus amounts are offered on select 2014 and 2015 models and are deducted from the negotiated purchase price before taxes. Available on finance, lease or cash purchase offers. Offer varies by trim.  Certain conditions apply. $7,000/ 
$5,000/$5,000/$5,500/$3,500 maximum cash bonus amount only available on the 2014 Sedona EX Luxury (SD75CE)/2014 Optima SX AT (OP749E)/2014 Sportage SX AT (SP758E)/2014 Rondo EX Luxury 7-seat (RN757E)/2014 Forte Koup SX Luxury AT (FO726E). †Loan rebate amounts are offered on select 2014 and 2015 
models and are deducted from the negotiated purchase price before taxes. Available on financing offer only. Offer varies by trim. Certain conditions apply. Offer ends September 14, 2014. See your dealer for complete details. Model shown Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price for 2015 Forte SX (FO748F)/2014 Forte 
Koup LX Luxury AT (FO726E)/2015 Rio4 SX with Navigation (RO749F)/2014 Sportage SX AT Luxury AWD (SP759E)/2014 Rondo EX Luxury 7-seat (RN757E)/2014 Optima SX Turbo AT (OP748E) is $26,695/$28,295/$22,395/$38,295/$30,795/$34,795. Highway/city fuel consumption is based on the 2015 Rio LX+ ECO (A/T)/2015 
Forte 1.8L MPI 4-cyl (M/T). These updated estimates are based on the Government of Canada’s approved criteria and testing methods. Refer to the EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide. Your actual fuel consumption will vary based on driving habits and other factors. The 2014 Kia Sportage received the lowest number of 
problems per 100 vehicles among small SUVs in a tie in the proprietary J.D. Power 2014 U.S. Initial Quality StudySM. Study based on responses from 86,118 new-vehicle owners, measuring 239 models, and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions 
of owners surveyed from February to May, 2014. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of printing. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.

17415 Yonge Street      1.888.699.1809      kiaofnewmarket.com

we’ve got  
you covered
*5-year/100,000 km  
worry-free  
comprehensive  
warranty.

Kia’s new customer Friendly Pricing includes 
delivery and destination fees and all mandatory 
government levies. Prices do not include fuelfill
charges up to $100, dealer admin fee $399, 
security package $299 or PDI $399, licensing or 
applicable taxes.

TH

ANNIVERSARY

84
≠UP TO

MONTHS

0% 
FINANCING

ON SELECT MODELS

+
FINALLY 2015's!
LOw weekLY PAyMENTS

WITH

Rio4 SX with Navigation shown Cash purchase price $22,714 - hwy / city 100km: 5.3L/7.3L

Forte SX shown Cash purchase price $26,814 - hwy / city 100km: 5.3L/8.0L

0%
FINANCINg

$0
DowN PAYMENT

offer includes delivery, destination, fees and a $1,500 loan rebate†. offer based on 2015 Rio LX MT (Ro541F) with a 
purchase price of $14,114. Excludes HST.

84
≠

MoNTHS

FoR

$39
wEEKLY

owN IT!

LX MT2015

0%
FINANCINg

$0
DowN PAYMENT

84
≠

MoNTHS

FoR

$44
wEEKLY

LX MT2015

offer includes delivery, destination, fees and a $1,500 loan rebate†. offer based on 2015 Forte LX MT (Fo541F) with 
a purchase price of $16,014. Excludes HST.

owN IT!

Sorento EX shown Cash purchase price $34,544  - hwy / city 100km: 9.0L/12.7L

2014 SPORTAGE 
“HIGHEST RANKED SMALL
SUV IN INITIAL QUALITY IN 

A TIE IN THE U.S.”

oFFer eNdS

SePt. 
14

th

LX MT2015

Sportage SX Luxury shown Cash purchase price $38,344 - hwy / city 100km: 7.0L/10.0L

Sorento EX shown Cash purchase price $34,544  - hwy / city 100km: 9.0L/12.7L

0%
FINANCINg

$0
DowN PAYMENT

offer includes delivery, destination and fees. offer based on 2015 Sportage LX MT (SP551F) with a purchase price 
of $24,794. Excludes HST.

84
≠

MoNTHS

FoR

$68
wEEKLY

owN IT!

0%
FINANCINg

$0
DowN PAYMENT

84
≠

MoNTHS

FoR

$76
wEEKLY

LX AT2015

offer includes delivery, destination, fees and a $1,250 loan rebate†. offer based on 2015 Sorento LX AT (SR75BF) 
with a purchase price of $27,544. Excludes HST.

owN IT!

AvAILABLe oN cASh, FINANce or LeASe *

“HIGHEST RANKED SMALL SUV IN INITIAL
QUALITY IN A TIE IN THE U.S.”

uP 
to

cASh
BoNuS*

$5,000 uP 
to

cASh
BoNuS*

$5,000 uP 
to

cASh
BoNuS*

$5,500 uP 
to

cASh
BoNuS*

$3,500
2014 SPortAge 2014 roNdo 2014 Forte KouP2014 oPtIMA

Optima SX Turbo AT shown∆ Sportage SX AT Luxury AWD shown∆ Rondo EX Luxury 7-seat shown∆ Forte Koup SX Luxury shown∆

w
hILe

SuPPLIeS LASt LASt chANce For No BuLL PrIcINg

2014 cLeArout uP to $7,000 cASh BoNuS*
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(905) 887-5801      |      twhitaker@meadowbrookgolf.net       |       www.meadowbrookgolf.ca

Fo r  f u l l  d e a t i l s  o n  t h i s  p r e v i e w  o ff e r,  C a l l  o r  e m a i l  u s  t o d a y.

No Start Up Fees 
until 2016

 

Play The Rest 
of 2014 

Pay $1000
Towards 2015 Dues

Meadowbrook is a wonderful place to play golf.  Our rolling parkland style course is spread over 150 acres 
just north of Toronto. Just a few minutes off Highway 404 at Stouffville Road.  Family friendly, with excellent 
practice facilities and an additional Par 3 course, Meadowbrook is private golf at it’s best.

PAY NO INITIATION FEES OR OTHER STARTUP COSTS UNTIL 2016.

PAY JUST THE APPLICABLE ANNUAL DUES AND ENJOY A SEASON OF PRIVATE GOLF.

N O W
JOIN

J O I N  M E A D O W B R O O K  F O R  2 0 1 5  A N D  P L A Y  
T H E  R E S T  O F  T H I S  S E A S O N  F O R  F R E E .

A  P R E V I E W  M E M B E R S H I P  O F F E R :

FREE GOLF

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 2  6/18/13  1:54 PM  Page 3

Vol. 14  No. 45  905-727-3300 FREE      Week of September 11, 2014theauroran.com

150

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

Jays rained out in Aurora, drop marathon 
game one of NDBL finals on the road

By Jake Courtepatte

The senior men’s Aurora Jays have given 
themselves an early hole to crawl out of, dropping 
the first game of  the best-of-seven North Dufferin 
Baseball League Championship.

Set to play out as a basic “home-and-home” 
series, the regular season champs were to host 
the Ivy Leafs in Game One on home turf  Saturday.

However, the series took an unexpected 
twist right from the get-go, as Friday’s intense 
thunderstorm left Aurora’s Lambert Willson 
Park looking more like a pond than a baseball 
diamond on Saturday.

Game One was rescheduled to Thursday, 
September 11, leaving the series to be opened on 
the road in Ivy on Sunday.

Emotions ran high early when Leaf  slugger 
Todd Gowan hit a soft shot back to pitcher Brad 
Crosby on the mound.

Crosby was able to field the grounder, throwing 
to Jays catcher Fab Dolan at home for the force-
out before Dolan would send the ball to first to 
end the inning.

Gowan was the runner heading home, being 
thrown out by what Jays coach Rob Wilson 
estimates to be “about fifteen or twenty feet”. 

He would still finish his slide, taking out Dolan, 
whose back was to the runner. The benches would 
clear with no ejections, but what Wilson called “a 
lot of  heated arguments”.

“It’s a seven game series, and in game one 
we’re already clearing the bases. It makes for 
some interesting baseball, to say the least.”

The game turned out to also be quite a pitcher’s 
battle, with neither team able to plate many runs. 
Jay Brad Crosby allowed one run over seven hits 
and two walks in the game, a run he gave up early 
in the second inning.

Crosby’s offensive production also deserves to 
be noted, as he was the only Jay with multiple 
hits in the game, picking up a double and a single. 
The double could have easily been a home run, 
however, the trees along the fence at the Ivy park 
acted as an obstacle.

“He was our best player on Sunday, hands 
down,” said Wilson. “He was dealing on the 
mound, he was locating the ball real well. His 
breaking pitches were on all day. For him to 
pitch nine innings at the calibre he did, it really 
demonstrates his abilities.”

The Jays were able to climb back in the top of  
the fifth, tying the game at one.

From there the stalemate would continue, as 
Ivy’s Brad Grieveson would sit down Jay batter 
after Jay batter in a ten strikeout outing.

Unlike the earlier series, the championship 
does not allow for ties, sending the two teams 
through three extra innings looking for the 
winning run.

With pitching arms being exhausted, Crosby 
was relieved in the tenth inning by Zach 
Wiseman. Wiseman would give up a walk and a 
single, enough to plate the winning run for the 
Ivy Leafs.

“We know we’ve got some left in the tank,” said 
Wilson. “And to take them to extra innings in the 
first game on the road and get out of  a few jams 
says a lot about our depth.”

Aurora is looking for their first ever NDBL 
title, competing in their third championship 
series in the past five seasons. The Jays fell to 
the Bolton Brewers in both previous attempts, 
picking up only one win between the two series.

At press time, the Jays next game will be 
Thursday, September 11, at home at 7.30 p.m.

For playoff  stats and schedules, visit www.
ndbl.ca.

The Aurora Jays faced off against the Ivy Leafs on Sunday.   
                            Photo by David Anderson

Sport Aurora Breakfast of Champions 
Spotlight: Meet Spectrum Baton 
Club MVP, Amanda D’Attolico+

Amanda is in her 10th year of  
twirling with Spectrum, and she 
truly lives and breathes the sport!

Recently at the Canadian Baton 
Twirling Championships in Calgary 
Alberta, Amanda won the Gold 
Medal in Senior Women’s BN solo, 
and was a member of  two teams 
that captured gold in their divisions 
– Senior Dance Twirl Team, and 
Junior CBTF Twirl Team.

Amanda’s dedication to her 
sport is evident to everyone. Baton 
twirling is truly her priority. She 
normally trains four nights a week 
throughout the year. Amanda is a 
recipient of  the Spectrum Athlete 
of  the Year Award, and Outstanding 
Achievement Award.   

Last year Amanda became an 
accredited Level 1 CBTF Coach 
and enjoys working with the little 
ones and passing on her love of  
baton twirling to them!  Her kind 
and sunny personality make her 
a favourite of  her students and 
teammates alike.

Amanda is entering Grade 11 at 
Newmarket’ Sacred Heart Catholic 
Secondary School, where she is an 
honour student, and also manages 
to hold down a part time job when 
she is not twirling or studying.

In Amanda’s words: “While I 
may be a little bit biased, I would 
have to say that baton twirling is the 
most amazing sport in the world. 
The skills I have learned, the people 
I have met, and the experiences 
I have had through twirling are 
irreplaceable and so valuable to 
my life. I love this sport more than 
anything else!”   

Congratulations Amanda!
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ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  KROEHLER!  BRENTWOOD!   
KINGSDOWN!    ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

COME EARLY! CROWDS WILL BE LARGE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

 

Aurora Baseball Bantam Boys win 
season-ending tournament

On Sunday, August 24, the U15 
Bantam baseball team, sponsored by 
The Restorer’s Group, won their season-
ending tournament with resounding 
success.

The team played summer baseball 
from May through August, within a 
five-team loop, including two other 
Aurora teams and two King City KTBA 
teams.

In the final days leading up to 
the tournament, the Restorer’s 
Group Bantam team won five games 
consecutively to take the championship 
in the tournament.  

The entire team played hard and 
strong through five games in four 
days, besting their two King City 
team opponents and one Aurora team 
through games Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday and two games on the Sunday.

The boys were coached through 
an awesome season of  baseball by 
Coach Ed Panela. After five straight 
games of  victory, Coach Panela said: 
“Everyone was hitting great and the 

fielding was awesome.  The best part 
of  all this was that the boys were 
having fun.  I couldn’t be more proud 
of  each and every one of  them.” 
 
Teammates included (from left to right): 
Top Row:   Justin Sakala, Brandon 
Doke, Zachary Fafalios, Coach 
Ed Panela, Noah Murphy-Sealy, 
William Morin, David Guarino 
Bottom Row:   Cameron Palmer, 
Justin Wong, Robert Panela, Christian 
Girodat.

Barbarians woes 
continue as they 
mark the passing 
of one of  
their own

By John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians Senior Men’s 
team managed a bonus point for four trys 
scored when they hosted league leading 
Balmy Beach at Fletcher’s Fields on 
Saturday, but it was otherwise another 
discouraging outing for last year’s 
McCormick Cup finalists as the club 
tries to avoid relegation to the B Division 
and settle their lineup for the playoffs in 
October.

The game opened on a very somber 
note with both teams acknowledging the 
passing of  Graeme Loader, a Barbarian 
player killed in a bicycle-car accident on 
Labour Day Monday outside of  Brandon, 
Manitoba while he was travelling from 
the west to the east coast on a fund-raising 
bike trip in support of  the World Wildlife 
Federation. 

But, the action of  the game was 
continued in the true spirit of  rugby 
with both sides playing heads-up football 
in memory of  their colleague with hard 
running and big tackles.  

The Beach club showed why they 
are leading the league this year, scoring 
two tries early and running out to a 12 -0 
lead before ten minutes was done. The 
Barbarians capped of  a good drive of  
their own at the fifteen-minute mark with 
second row Gian Montino picking a ball 
from the base of  a ruck and scampering 
ten metres for a try that was converted by 
out half  James Hulbert.

But the rest of  the segment was all 
Beach as they used the wind effectively to 
pin the Barbs deep in their half  and wait 
out the York Region side until it made a 
mistake. And the mistakes proved costly 
with the Beach scoring three more trys 
before the first session ended, going up  
33-7 at the break.

With the wind behind them and a couple 
of  player changes, the Aurora side played 
with more vigor in the second half  with 
loose forward Jesse Hayman scoring a try 
early. The Beach countered immediately 
with a try of  their own coming from the 
misplayed kickoff. But the Barbarians had 
the better of  the play for the last twenty 
minutes with a try coming from Aaron 
Holt and although they allowed one more 
Beach try, the Barbarians scored again 
with Tom McLeod touching down on what 
proved to be the final play of  the game. 
Nonetheless the Beach coasted in with a 
45-22 victory.

Happy for the bonus marker, the 
Barbarians retained their slim one point 
lead over Waterloo County in the battle 
to avoid relegation, the County team 
securing a bonus point of  their own in a 
loss to Stoney Creek. Waterloo and the 
Barbarians face each other in the season 
finale on September 20. However, Waterloo 
will play their game in hand over the 
Barbs versus the Crusaders in Waterloo 
next week while Aurora has the bye.

In the second team game, the 
Barbarians’ Development squad suffered 
a disappointing 49-7 loss to Balmy Beach, 
the one lone try coming from winger Brad 
Legere ,converted by Nick Daniels.
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CLIENT: Mercedes-Benz TRIM: 11" x 10.714" PUBLICATION: Auroran

JOB #: BZ-1173-SEPT-NC-A LIVE: --

DESCRIPTION: BLEED: -- INSERTION DATE: September 9, 2014

AGENCY59  .  1910 Yonge Street  .  Toronto  .  ON  .  T: 416 484-6000  .  F: 416 484-9846

Ask us about Prepaid Maintenance. 
mbtoronto.ca/PPM

© 2014 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc. 2014 E 250 BlueTec 4MATIC™ with LED Lighting package shown above, Total Price $61,850. **Total price of $60,550 includes MSRP plus all applicable dealer fees. *Lease offers based on the 2014 E 250 BlueTEC 4MATIC™ are available only through Mercedes-Benz Financial Services on approved credit for a limited time. 
Lease example based on $558 per month for 45 months includes $2,000 credit. Down payment or equivalent trade of $7,080. Freight/PDI of up to $2,075, dealer admin fee of $395, fuel surcharge of up to $90, air-conditioning levy of $100, EHF tires, filters, batteries of up to $29.70, PPSA up to $59.15 and OMVIC fee of $5 are due at signing. First month’s 
payment plus security deposit of $600 and applicable taxes due at lease inception. MSRP starting at $57,800. Lease APR of2.9% applies. Total obligation is $35,494. 18,000 km/year allowance ($0.30/km for excess kilometres applies). Finance example is based on a 60-month term and a finance APR of 0.9% and an MSRP of $57,800. Monthly payment is 
$852 (excluding taxes) with $5,830 down payment. Freight/PDI of up to $2,075, dealer admin fee of $395, fuel surcharge of up to $80, air-conditioning levy of $100, EHF tires, filters, batteries of $29.70, PPSA up to $59.15 and OMVIC fee of $5 are due at signing. First month’s payment and applicable taxes due at finance inception. Cost of borrowing is $1,151 
for a total obligation of $59,646. 2First, second and third month payment waivers are capped for the 2014 E-Class Sedan & Wagon up to a total of $2,550 (including taxes) for lease programs and up to a total of $3,150 (including taxes) for finance programs. †Additional cash credit of $1,000 on 2014 E-Class Sedan (including AMG) on top of $2,000 credit in 
payment shown for a total discount of $3,000. 3This estimate is based on Government of Canada testing methods. The actual fuel consumption of this vehicle may vary. Estimate based on a 4.6L/100km highway fuel economy rating. Refer to the Government of Canada Fuel Consumption Guide. 1Vehicle license, insurance, and registration are extra. Dealer 
may lease or finance for less. Offers may change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. See your local Mercedes-Benz Toronto Corporate Store for details. Offers end September 30, 2014.

| MB Newmarket | 230 Mulock Dr | 866.703.1214 | mbnewmarket.caA Corporate Store

Like Summer, these great offers won’t last forever.
Enjoy three payments waived and additional cash credits. Offer ends September 30th. 

THE 2014 E 250 BlueTEC 4MATIC™ TOTAL PRICE1: $60,550**

Finance APR Lease APR Plus Receive In Addition Receive

0.9%* 2.9%* 3 months $3,000†

60 Months 45 Months Payments Waived2 Cash Credits

1Taxes extra.

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDES:

• 4.6 L/100km Highway Fuel Economy3      • ECO Start/Stop Function
•   Sliding Glass Pop-up Sunroof  •  Heated Front Seats 
• COMAND Navigation  •  17” 5 Twin-Spoke Wheels

MEN 
Welcome

PROFESSIONAL NAILS AND WAXING SERVICES
• Brazilian Waxing ($31) 

• Body Waxing 
•  Spa Manicure & Pedicure 

• Nails Art Designs 
• Men’s Waxing 

– Bio - gel 
– U.V. gel 

– Powder gel 
– Acrylic 

FREE 
Personal 

Kit

Happy Hours 
10% OFF 

1-3pm Mon.–Wed.

www.jennynailsspa.ca
DEBIT

On-line 
booking
available

jennynailsspa@gmail.com

with this  
ad only

                                          Sun. Closed 
18A Wellington St. E. 

905-727-9900

M-F 10-7  Sat. 9-5

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc.
Established Since 2005

We have 
350 regular 

and 
118 Shellac/

Gelish
colours 

available

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - S a t .  1 1 a m - 1 0 p m ;  S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m
H u n t  P u b  o p e n  u n t i l  2 a m  w e e k e n d s

Like us on Facebook

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub:
Fri., Sept.12 Prime Time
Sat., Sept.13 Prime Time

Fri., Sept.19 6 Foot 5
Sat., Sept.20 Billik

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

A variety of fresh new salads &
refreshing cocktails! Enjoy one on our
Garden Patio  or Rooftop Patio

Now
offering

CATERING
Please call for details

A variety of fresh new salads &A variety of fresh new salads &

New
  Lunch Menu

open sunday
for brunch

Pan-Am Torch relay could be centre of 
community celebration next year, pending 
Council approval

By Brock Weir

There are just over 300 days until the 2015 Pan 
Am Games arrive in Toronto, and Aurora could get 
a piece of  the action. 

While we might not be a host venue, the Pan 
Am Torch could be the centre of  a community 
celebration next summer. 

Councillors are due to sign off  on formalizing a 
request from the Pan Am Organizing Committee to 
make the torch relay’s trip through Aurora a day to 
remember, along with $15,000 to make the 
event a reality. 

According to a report from Al 
Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, Town Staff  met with members 
of  the TO2015 Committee last month to 
hammer out some of  the finer details of  
the torch relay.

The torch itself  is due to pass through 
Aurora at an as-yet-to-be-determined 
day in the last week of  June 2015 and, if  
the plan is approved this week, a “small 
community celebration” for an hour at 
noon at Machell Park could well become 
the centrepiece of  the day. 

While the report notes that Newmarket, 
Richmond Hill and Markham have all 
agreed to participate, one thing they 
have not committed to is funding their 
respective parties just yet – and that is 
one detail which gave Councillors some pause when 
the recommendations hit General Committee last 
week. 

“We’re certainly talking to other neighbouring 
municipalities who are also participating in the 
torch run to see what levels of  celebration they are 
looking at,” said Mr. Downey, addressing a question 
from Councillor John Gallo on any additional 
expenses that might come from this. “They couldn’t 
give us a clear indication, which is why we have 
been somewhat ambiguous as to what exactly we 
were required to do. We know [the timing] but we 
don’t know to what degree of  celebration they are 
looking for.”

Another unknown is getting funding through 
sponsorship or grant opportunities, but those 
would only be explored once Council signs off  on 
the plan, he added.

“This is where my hiccup is,” said Councillor 
Gallo, of  not knowing how – and to what degree 
– neighbouring municipalities are funding their 
legs of  the torch relay. “I am in support of  this, but 
to leave it open-ended, my comfort level isn’t that 
high.” 

Another factor complicating things is how close 
to an election Council has to make a decision on 
this. Councillor Michael Thompson, for instance, 

said he too was in support of  the idea, noting it was 
a “great opportunity” for a community event, and 
one which would provide great exposure, but he 
questioned the recommendation to fund the $15,000 
out of  Council’s contingency account at this point. 

“At the last Council meeting, the treasurer 
presented a report that said they are projecting a 
surplus of  $400,000, so I see this as a special event,” 
he said, suggesting the $15,000 should come out of  
that pot. “I see this as a special event, I see this as 
an opportunity to mark in Aurora, so why not put it 

where it belongs?”
For Town Treasurer Dan Elliott, it 

is a matter of  the funding not being 
spent until 2015, after a new Council is 
elected. If  this Council wants Aurora to 
host a community celebration for the 
torch run, and firm it up, now is the 
time to do so, he suggested. 

“This is a special event,” said Mr. 
Elliott. “We have only hosted one other 
torch run. I know the numbers aren’t 
that big, but I have gone through election 
situations where 
the new Council 
takes exception 
to some of  the 
decisions of  a 
prior Council 
and alters them. 
That would be 

unfortunate in this case 
where we have committed 
to an organizing committee 
to have that torch run come 
through. I just don’t want to 
put a pressure on the next 
Council to make the funding 
decision.

“If  this Council is the one 
that wants the torch run to 
come through Town…they 
should put it to bed.”

Other members of  Council 
were more enthusiastic in 
their support, ultimately 
voting in favour of  carrying 
the recommendation forward 
this week.

“This is a great idea,” 
said Councillor John Abel, 
noting area schools should 
very much be a part of  the 
party. “Our municipality is 
not going to get that close to a 
major event like this, so I am 
in full support, especially as 
it touches the residents.”

“Our 
municipality  
is not going  
to get that  
close to a 

major event like 
this, so I am 

in full support, 
especially as 
it touches the 

residents.”
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15900 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3

905-726-9532

SAVE $10 WITH EVERY $50 YOU SPEND 
ON MEN’S AND WOMEN’S DENIM 

OFFER VALID SROM FRIDAY SEPT 12 TO THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 2014

BBQ 
SALE ALL BBQ’S are 50% off 

the already reduced price
Offer valid from Saturday September 13 to Sunday September 14

*

Limited quantities, no rain checks. Only at Aurora Superstore.
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From watching Olympic calibre  
and international riders compete  

for over $750,000, to  
Horse Whisperer Guy McLean.  

There’s a lot to love  
at The Royal this year. November 7 – 16

HORSE WHISPERER

GUY McLEAN
SHOW JUMPING

INTERNATIONAL

OR

Tickets  
ON SALE NOW

at ROYALFAIR.ORG
Horse Show tickets include  

admission to the Fair.
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The Rising Cost of 
Post-Secondary Education

This time of  year is a nostalgic one. 
I personally still suffer from the “back-
to-school” syndrome and get the same 
feeling of  anticipation as the Labour 
Day weekend comes and goes. We are 
constantly reminded of  the cost of  
educating our children as we get them 
ready for the beginning of  another 
school year. It is nothing new that the 
cost of  post-secondary education and 
other fees, such as accommodation and 
books, have risen dramatically 
over the past few decades. 
Many parents have concerns 
about how to best structure 
their savings to be able to fund 
their children’s college and 
university education.  

Registered Education 
Savings Plans (RESPs) are the 
most popular education savings 
methods, and with good reason. 
They offer tax benefi ts and 
the ability to take advantage 
of  federal government grants 
known as the Canada Education Savings 
Grant (CESG). The CESG provides an 
annual top–up of  your RESP contribution 
to a maximum per benefi ciary of  $500 per 
year and a lifetime grant limit of  $7,200. 

Even grandparents are enjoying 
the benefi ts of  passing on their 
legacy by contributing towards their 
grandchildren’s education. RESPs, 
with contributions from parents and/
or grandparents, can earn investment 
returns tax free until withdrawn. The 
payments are taxed in the student’s 
hands when the student draws from the 
RESP to pay for a qualifying education 
program. Since many students have little 

or no other income, they may pay little 
or no tax. 

The maximum lifetime contribution 
limit per child is $50,000. You need to 
track your contributions because if  you 
contribute more than this limit you may 
be taxed on the excess contribution. 

For those who wish to have more 
fl exibility and unlimited contributions, 
there are other options such as informal 
“in-trust for” accounts or formal trust 

accounts. 
Having a plan is vital to 

achieving your vision for 
funding your children’s 
education. Your investment 
advisor and tax consultant 
can play an important role in 
helping you devise a plan that 
best meets 

your needs. 

TD Wealth Private 
Investment Advice is a division 
of  TD Waterhouse Canada Inc., 

a subsidiary of  The Toronto-Dominion 
Bank. TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. 
– Member of  the Canadian Investor 
Protection Fund.  ® The TD logo and 
other trade-marks are the property of  The 
Toronto-Dominion Bank.

What kind of legacy do you wish to build and protect 
for yourself and your family? The foundation of what 
I offer as a trusted advisor on wealth issues is built on 
a one-on-one relationship, disciplined approach and 
personalized solutions that are right for you at every 
stage of life. My goal is to help you reach yours.

TD Wealth Private Investment Advice is a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc., a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 
TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. – Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund. ®/ The TD logo and other trade-marks are the 
property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a wholly-owned subsidiary, in Canada and/or other countries.

Patricia Greco CPA, CA
Investment Advisor
220 Commerce Valley Drive West, 3rd Floor
Markham
905-707-7012
patricia.greco@td.com

Private Investment Advice

Working with you to achieve financial 
success

Start a conversation today.

M06300 (0713)

Having a plan 
is vital to 

achieving your 
vision 

for funding 
your children’s 

education

Culture Days at Aurora Public 
Library

By Reccia Mandelcorn

In celebration of  Culture Days 2014, 
Aurora Public Library invites you to 
the culminating event of  the “One Book 
One Aurora” community read project. 

For the past six months, our Town has 
been reading Prisoner of  Tehran, the 
powerful memoir by author and human 
rights activist, Marina Nemat. Hundreds 
of  readers have been enthralled by this 
international best-selling book about 
a young teen imprisoned and tortured 
in the infamous Evin prison during 
the early days of  the brutal Islamic 
revolution. Described as heartbreaking 
and triumphant, Marina’s story has 
been embraced throughout the world 
and published in 28 countries.

Aurorans have been borrowing the 
book from the Library, reading it online 
in English, and in Farsi, and sharing the 
paperback copies that keep appearing 
almost magically overnight in seven 
portable libraries throughout the town. 

On Saturday, September 27, Aurora 
Public Library will hold a celebration 
with theatre, an opportunity for the 
community to meet Marina, and 
conversation that we know will engage 
and transform our guests. 

The event takes place in the library 
living room at 2 p.m. and opens with a 
short reading by Theatre Aurora. 

Then Marina Nemat takes the main 
stage, talking about her life, her memoir 
and the work she now does on the 
international scene. Following Marina’s 
presentation will be a lively Q&A and 
the opportunity to sample some home-
baked Persian sweets. 

Reserved seating is “sold out” but 
all guests will be 
accommodated in 
our spacious and 
open facility. 

Culture Days 
is a collaborative 
movement that 
welcomes your 
participation. 

The Aurora 
C u l t u r a l 
R o u n d t a b l e 
invites you to 
celebrate your 

passions at the venues offered by Aurora 
Public Library, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre, the Aurora Farmers’ Market 
and Artisan Fair, the Aurora Historical 
Society and Theatre Aurora. Passports 

listing events at these venues will be 
distributed in The Auroran and will 
be available at the individual cultural 
sites leading up to Culture Days. 

Have your passport stamped at any of  
the events and be eligible for one of  five 
prize packages supplied by participating 
organizations. 

For further information on Culture 
Days at Aurora Public Library, visit 

the library website at www.library.
aurora.on.ca, the OneBookOneAurora 
website at www.onebookoneaurora.com 
or telephone 905.727.9494 x275.  Aurora 
Public library is located at 15145 Yonge 
Street in the downtown historic core of  
Aurora. 

Advertorial

Bathroom & Kitchen 
Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Marina Nemat at the Aurora  
Public Library
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Where do you go to escape 

technological distractions, 
noisy traffic and the stress 
of  living amidst concrete 
structures? Nothing eases 
the spirit more than the 
softness of  nature, and 
the Arboretum behind the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre is 
the perfect place.

A few weeks back while 
strolling with my dog 
along the well-manicured 
grassy paths that meander 
throughout this expansive 
area, I had the pleasure 
of  speaking with a senior 
volunteer. He was working 
his way into the tall grasses 
alongside the trails to check on the numerous 
trees that the volunteer team had planted. 
We had a pleasant albeit short chat about the 
serenity of  the Arboretum, its beauty and 
the great job they were doing to make sure it 
remains a vibrant nature site.

You’d be hard pressed to find another local 
site as big and welcoming as this one.

The entire area boasts a variety of  plants 
and trees. Who would have guessed that what 
we homeowners would call weeds could smell 
so sweet. Did you know that milkweed has a 
wonderful fragrance? Butterflies love them! 
There also is a tall mauve-flowered plant and 
one that displays yellow flowers similar to 
dandelions that smell beautiful.

As you make your way through the site, 
you will hear the wonderful song of  finches 
as they flit from tree to tree. Traffic noise can 
be so overwhelming elsewhere but here, the 
birds take precedence. How peaceful to hear 
nothing but nature!

And then there 
is the large pond 
that is home to a 
few ducks and, at 
last look, a beautiful 
and elegant swan. 
No doubt Canada 
Geese and more 
ducks layover here 
during spring and 
fall migrations. 
Strategically placed 
park benches invite 
you to sit, relax and 
absorb the wonders 
of  nature around 
you.

The Arboretum 
would be 
nothing without 
the dedicated 
volunteers who 
take care of  it 
year after year. 
This past spring, 
48 community 
volunteers took 
approximately 1-1/2 
hours to plant and 
mulch about 500 
trees and shrubs. 
The grand total 
of  all plantings 
this spring in the 
Arboretum and its 
nurseries was 1,801. 
These concentrated 
planting events 
really boost the 

continued reforestation 
greening of  the Arboretum 
space to be greatly enjoyed by 
families of  all ages. The team 
also ensures that some invasive 
plants are kept under control 
and do not overtake the more 
desirable ones.

Volunteers welcome
 You can help keep the 

Arboretum in prime shape by 
volunteering. No experience 
needed. The next event is the 
annual Shoreline Cleanup on 
Saturday, September 20 at 10 
a.m. Volunteers meet at the 
Gazebo near the soccer dome 
behind the Aurora Leisure 

Complex off  Industrial Parkway. 
The pond is a short pleasant walk from 
here. Various volunteer activities continue 
throughout the summer and fall. Seniors are 
encouraged to join at www.auroraarboretum.
ca to be notified of  upcoming events. 

Try it
Have you been wondering about the 

pFIT program – what is it, what it does, how 
you do it? This strength training program 
incorporates the clinically-proven p44 
Stepper portable resistance device that is 
specially designed for older adults to be used 
from a chair. pFIT is a fun, social and safe 
way to increase lower body strength, improve 
range of  motion, maintain balance and tone 
up muscles. 

Organizers are offering a pFIT “Try 
It” session on Monday September 15 at 11 
a.m. Please sign up at Reception if  you are 
interested in trying this increasingly popular 
program. 

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 
NEW PATIENT EXAM
        AND XRAYS

 
RECEIVE A
FREE

ALL PATIENTS

905.503.7800

        AuroraDentistry.ca
244 Wellington St E Suite 100
    Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1J5

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

ONLY$3899.00

BRACES

FREE WHITENING
INCLUDES

THE CLEAR  
ALTERNATIVE TO 

CALL US TODAY 905.503.7800 

Serenity 
in the 

Arboretum

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

By: Marco Ramunno
Director, Planning  

and Development Services

Another great year for Doors Open 
Aurora!

The 9th annual Doors Open Aurora 
event took place on Saturday, August 
16.This year’s event featured 15 sites of  
natural, architectural 
and historical 
significance. Despite rain 
in the afternoon, more 
than 2,500 site visits were 
recorded at the various 
locations.  

At Merlin’s Hollow, 
visitors marvelled at 
the garden tour led by 
Dierdre Tomlinson. 
Many were surprised 
to see the garden in full 
bloom, with vibrant 
colours despite the time 
of  year. The Blueprint 
House also intrigued 
guests with its creative 
interior décor and artistic, minimalist 
exterior property features.  

Approximately 40 people took part in 
David Heard’s “A Walk in their Shoes” 
walking tour. David enthusiastically 
shared stories of  Aurora’s unique 150 
year history while guiding participants 
through the downtown core and beyond. 
Volunteers at Hillary House kept 
everyone entertained with a variety of  

fun activities which included croquet 
and lawn bowling. 

At the Charles Henry Sheppard 
House, visitors toured the grounds of  
the estate and learned about the Windfall 
Ecology Centre while appreciating 
the picturesque forest landscape. The 
Aurora Public Library also participated 
this year, featuring displays that 

highlighted the different 
buildings that the facility 
once occupied.  At the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, 
guests were invited to 
explore the various art 
displays and learn the 
history of  the former 
Church Street School 
building. 

The Town of  Aurora 
Heritage Advisory 
Committee would like to 
extend their gratitude to 
The Auroran for featuring 
a series of  Doors Open 
Aurora articles over the 
course of  the summer. 

Sincere thanks also to everyone who 
opened their homes, businesses and 
institutions to the public, and encouraged 
the community to experience Aurora’s 
rich cultural heritage. 

Most of  all, thank you to the many 
dedicated volunteers who assisted 
in making this year’s event such a 
resounding success!

Another great year for  
Doors Open Aurora!

GATEWAY LANES

210 Edward Street | 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Register now for: 
Adult Leagues 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday nights 
Day Time Senior Leagues 

Also New 
Children’s League 

(ages 5 - 12) 
5 Pin League 

Youth 10 Pin League 
(ages 9-18) 

Sat morning 9:30 a.m. 
September Free – Kids & Youth only 

Starting – Saturday 6th 
Professional Instruction 

Call for More Information
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Rained-Out Glass Tiger doesn’t dampen Aurora Ribfest

(1) Ribfest wasn’t just about the pork – Kelly found some tasty treats with freshly roasted corn and yams. (2) Thousands 
packed Machell Park over three days to take in the wide variety offered by vendors from across Ontario and into the 
United States. (3) Aurora Teen Idol Sydney Nicholson got Sunday off to a musical start just before (4) dignitaries, in-
cluding Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Citizen of the Year Beverley Wood, Rotary president Greg Foster, and representatives 
from area First Responders, took part in the rib judging competition. (5) Hoedown Showdown finalist Jessica Joerges 
had her cheer squad on hand. (6) Winners of the rib tasting were congratulated on stage. (7 & 10) Auroran general 
manager Bob Ince, Steve Hinder and Melanie Bell from Snapd Aurora, and Auroran Sports Reporter Jake Courtepatte 
took part in the PRESSure Challenge. (8) Sarah served up some freshly grilled ribs for Camp 31. (9) Barrie’s Jeff Taylor 
of Billy Mountain’s Travelling Chainsaws is pictured with some of his handiwork, carved on site over the three days.  
(11) Members of Northern Karate Schools were on hand to show off their skills. (12) Taylor and Parris greeted volun-
teers, while spreading the word for this weekend’s Hoedown.        Auroran photos by David Falconer
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349 Mulock Drive, Newmarket 
(just west of Bayview, east of Yonge St.)

905.895.5747 / 1.888.564.5119  
www.davewoodmazda.com

*See Dealer for Details, Sale ends Sept. 30, 2014.

Check Out These Incredible Lease Deals on the Vehicles You Want to Drive!We advertise our most popular models, equipped the way you want.

Dave WooD MazDa Your #1 Source  
for creDit re-eStabliShMent

We specialize in helping you get back on your feet. A five-minute visit with our  
Credit Specialist Catherine will change your credit from bad to good.

For quicker approval, please bring two current pay stubs and void cheque.  
Or apply online at www.davewoodmazda.com

final 2014 MoDel Year

Dave WooD MazDa offerS a larGe Selection of

everY Dave WooD MazDa certifieD Pre-oWneD vehicle receiveS...
MazDa 7 YearS/140,000 kMS PoWertain WarrantY* 

30 day exchange privilege* • 160 point detailed inspection
car Proof vehicle hiStorY rePort SPecial finance rateS StartinG froM... 0.9%

Crafted
engineered
Certified

Clearout

2014 Mazda 3 Sport

2014 Mazda 3 Sedan    

.99% financinG uP to 84 MonthS
on all reMaininG 2014 MazDa 3’S o.a.c

$1500 caSh back
OR

SuPPlieS are liMiteD.
hurrY in for beSt Selection!

the beSt DealS of the Year!
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Alliston • Aurora • Beeton • Bolton •  Bradford • Caledon • King City • Kleinburg • Maple
Nobleton • Oak Ridges • Richmond Hill • Schomberg • Tecumseth • Tottenham • Woodbridge

Skate

Get Fit & Have Fun

Recreational and Competitive 
                    speed skating for all ages and skill levels.

Try speed skating for

FREE!    - Tuesday Sept. 9 & 16, 7pm
- Thursday Sept. 11 & 18, 5pm 

NOBLETON ARENA

Skates Provided
Register today,

www.kingspeedskating.com
905.859.0056 EXT 5232

 Extra night
 of skating
          now
  available

We’re 
Hiring

Quality  
Child Care

Education

Health &
Nutrition

CAMPAIGN HOTLINE: 905-751-0734   EMAIL: Geoff @Geoff Dawe.com   WEBSITE: www.Geoff Dawe.com

LEADERSHIP, COMMUNITY, STABILITY

905-751-0734   www.geoffdawe.com

ON OCTOBER 27, 2014

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Aurora teen helps spearhead 
Toronto environmental conference

By Brock Weir

Sometimes teens are reluctant to toss 
away the finer things in life, even if  it 
means doing a good turn for Mother 
Nature.

This isn’t a view held by an adult with a 
dim view of  the up and coming generation, 
but an attitude occasionally encountered 
by Aurora High School student Sally Falk. 

Sally, a Grade 12 student, is one of  four 
teens from York Region spearheading the 
International Sustainability Conference, 
set for September 27 at the University 
of  Toronto. The brainchild of  Global 
Green Alliance, an international youth 
organization with its own roots in British 
Columbia, this is the second year for the 
Conference, but a first for the Toronto area. 

The aim of  the conference is a day of  
“innovation and inspiration” to introduce 
the leaders of  tomorrow to new ideas 
and concepts related to sustainability, 
sustainable design, green technology, and 
providing resources for fellow youth to 
lay the foundation for green teams in their 
own school communities.

“Right now, it is a consumer society 
and sometimes when you tell them, ‘Hey, 
I don’t want to buy a new phone every 
year, or I’m not buying clothes from big 
companies’, they are a little scared to give 
up their consumerist ways as teenagers,” 
says Sally. “One thing I really wanted is 
to further York Region’s awareness of  
this organization, getting a lot more local 
schools signed up so we can broaden our 
outreach in this area, as well as in Ontario.”

The Global Green Alliance (GGA) is 
a youth-run non-profit group founded to 
connect environmental clubs and youth 
groups around the world with what 
they describe as “resources and support 
required to create successful, sustainable 
change.”

“By assisting new groups with creating 
green teams and helping existing green 
teams become more effective, the GGA 
is committed to making schools more 

sustainable places.”
Sally was first introduced to the 

Alliance while attending a program at 
Laval University. Keeping connected 
with the group through social media, she 
eventually applied for a position on their 
group’s Board of  Directors with an aim of  
starting up an active Ontario chapter.

“I have always been a nature lover, ever 
since I was a kid,” she says. “I thought it 
would be a great way to take initiative and 
help the environment. As vice-president, 
I help hold weekly Skype meetings with 
our other directors from all around York 
Region and I also help coordinate the 
Conference. As a global organization, we 
actually have members in seven countries. 
Our main goal is to connect those members 
and goals [to] share new ideas, get the 
conversation going globally about what 
they can do in their schools and their daily 
lives to be more eco-friendly.”

From Sally’s perspective, it is easy 
to make a small change that makes a 
big difference. One of  the most popular 
initiatives at the moment are increased 
efforts to go off  to school with litterless 
lunches and reduce classroom waste to the 
bare minimum. 

“If  you have questions, we are over 
700 members and there are lots of  people 
available to answer them,” says Sally 
of  the benefits of  the Alliance. “We also 
have lots of  resources and pamphlets for 
getting green teams started in your school 
and your community, how to contact local 
sponsors and local groups so they can help 
host workshops at your meetings and other 
ways to help host meetings that appeal to a 
wide variety of  students.

“If  you have a passion and this is 
something that interests you when you 
read about it, just go online and sign up 
because all it takes is a little spark for you 
to achieve big things.”

For more information on the September 
27 conference, or for the Global Green 
Alliance, contact Sally Falk at sallyfalk@
sympatico.ca. 

Aurora team races for cure at 
Targa Newfoundland Rally

By Brock Weir

It’s not your average end-of-summer 
road trip, and indeed he says he has spent 
“two years total and more money than I 
would like to admit” to get ready for it, 
but it will all be worthwhile, says Aurora’s 
Gordon Pilling. 

Mr. Pilling, along with fellow Aurora 
resident Jordyn Harrison, hit the road 
before the crack of  dawn on Saturday 
morning, due to arrive in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland this week to take on a long-
held dream, while making a difference in 
the lives of  others in the process. 

They are participating in the Targa 
Newfoundland Rally, a 2,000 km rally 
running from September 14 – 19, which 
shows off  the best Newfoundland has to 
offer, challenging competitors from all over 
the world, and attracting thousands upon 
thousands of  spectators in the process to 
cheer them on. 

“I have been following racing for a long 
time and it is not just the racing aspect 
of  this event, but also the duration of  the 
event,” says Mr. Pilling. “It is five days 
straight of  rallying and it is just an overall 
huge adventure. Annually, there are about 
25,000 spectators for this event and I figured 
what better time to do a little fundraiser for 
a cause that means a lot to me.”

Mr. Pilling’s mother began her cancer 
journey two years ago. Through a series 
of  successive surgeries and chemotherapy, 
she was able to beat the disease.

“During that whole time I was always 
looking for ways to help out and this 
seems like a great way to raise money for 
the cause that helped my mom get better,” 
he says, of  his fundraising efforts for the 
Canadian Cancer Society.

On their way to Newfoundland, and 
when they are actually on the road 

rallying on The Rock, they aim to hand out 
small cards with a URL leading to their 
fundraising page on the Society’s website. 
They hope the information will pique the 
interest of  people they encounter to log 
on, donate a little bit, and help them reach 
their ultimate goal of  $5,000. Before they 
departed on Saturday, they were just shy 
of  $1,000. 

To help them along the way, Mr. Pilling 
has done extensive work on his car. After 
stripping the interior down to the bare 
metal, he had a full roll cage built, which 
set him back more than a few dollars. If  
you’re racing on a track, he explains, you 
can slow down without hitting anything.

“In a rally, if  you go off  the road, you 
can go into someone’s front lawn – or off  a 
cliff!” he says with a laugh.

If  they don’t achieve that ultimate goal, 
Mr. Pilling says they will be satisfied in 
raising awareness of  what can be done 
to help find a cure. Checking one grand 
adventure off  their to-do list doesn’t hurt, 
either. 

“I definitely want to build awareness 
out there just to avoid what my family 
went through,” he says. “People have to 
understand that they have to do their 
annual checks to make sure everything 
is okay. There is really only one benefit to 
checking out that page and learning about 
the different kinds of  treatment, and what 
you can really do to help out and volunteer, 
or even just a slight donation towards 
cancer research.

“It is pretty much our personal passion 
to help out a great cause.”

To support Race for a Cure, visit convio.
cancer.ca/goto/raceforacure.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Amnesty International writes 

letters on current human rights issues 
tonight at 7.30 p.m. at The Rectory, 
Trinity Anglican Church. 79 Victoria 
Street, Aurora. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 905-713-6713.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Dust off  your cowboy boots and 

shoes for the Hoedown Showdown, 
taking place from 5 p.m. to midnight 
at the Magna Corral. Featuring 
headliner Tim Hicks and the 
Wolfcreek Band, and host Beverley 
Mahood, this year’s finalists in the 
local talent competition will compete 
for the crown – and 
the right to play before 
thousands tomorrow at the 
Wild, Wild West Hoedown. 
Admission is $25. For more 
information, visit www.
hoedown.ca. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors 

Association invites you 
to a Trivia Challenge at 
the Seniors’ Centre. Four 
games will be played and 
each table will form one 
team. Prizes for winning 
tables and door prizes. 
Light refreshments and 
dessert will be served 
at intermission. $10 per 

person. Seating is limited. The Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre is located at 90 John 
West Way. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
The Eight Annual Ovarian Cancer 

Walk of  Hope returns to Aurora 
today, starting with free registration 
at the Band Shell at Aurora Town 
Park. There will be entertainment, 
giveaways, a silent auction table, a 
fire truck and crew on site, and much 
more. For more information, contact 
Gayle Palmer at gaylempalmer@msn.
com. 

* * * * 

York Region’s biggest party 
returns to Aurora tonight with 
Magna’s Wild, Wild West Hoedown, 
featuring headliners Lonestar. For 
more information, including where to 
buy your tickets, visit www.hoedown.
ca.

* * * * 
The Aurora Branch of  the Royal 

Canadian Legion will host a Country-
Western night this evening at 6.30 p.m. 
“Wanted: Cowboys and cowgirls. It’s 
gonna be a wild, wild west party with 
Miss Piggy on the barbeque, corn on 

COMING EVENTS

Continued on page 23

AHS Student Sally 
Falk is taking a proac-
tive approach to en-
gaging youth in envi-
ronmental issues. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer

Gordon Pilling, L, and Jordyn Harrison are taking part in the Targa  
Newfoundland Rally, raising money for the Canadian Cancer Society in the  
process.                    Supplied photo
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Not 
everyone 

needs 
your 

services 
all 
the 

time 
but, 

if 
you 

want 
to 
be 

there 
when 
they 
do, 

advertise 
in  

THE 
AURORAN 
Classifieds

905-
727-3300

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

HELP WANTED

WANTED TO RENT

SERVICES

CONTENT SALE

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY HOME CLEANING
REQUIRES RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

Do you love to clean?

  • No evenings or weekends
  • Travel time & bonuses paid
  • P/T & F/T positions available
  • Training provided 

Visit our website at 
www.brightenyourday.ca

Call 905 713 3651 or email your resume to 
kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
General Labourers - 12 positions
Assemblers – Full time Tottenham
- 10 positions
Accounts Payable – Jonas a must
Sales Manager -Pure Water 
Systems - $70K
OTL Insurance Administrator
Buyer - Advanced SAP
– Metal Fabrication Plant - $50K
Senior Contract Administrator - 
New Homes - $55K
CNC, Water Jet Operators - Days, 
Nights
Plumbing Apprentice - In home 
installations
Forklift Operators
Farm Machinery Mechanic

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

A1-RAINBOW, SPECK-
LED & BROWN TROUT 
(8-10-12'+) for stocking 
($1.49-3.49). Pond foun-
tains/aerators, wind-
mills, $999 & up. www.sil-
vercreekponds.com. Erin 
519-833-2559.

LOST

Bailey was last seen on Sunday, 
August 17th at around 4pm, at St. 
Andrews Valley Golf Course in 
Aurora. She is a 10 month old 
Boston Terrier wearing a red 
collar. She is tan and white. Bailey 
is a very friendly dog who loves 
exploring, loves children and other 
dogs.

Please call or email: 
Margherita or Peter Capraro 

416-816-9239 
pcapraro@bell.net

PUPPY

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT BULK BARN FOODS LIMITED
New Corporate Offices located at 

Wellington St. E. & Hwy 404, Aurora

Full-time Distribution Centre Assemblers 

Duties include loading, unloading and moving 
products and materials by hand or with basic material 
handling equipment, picking orders and stock, 
wrapping and stacking goods. 

This role is hands-on and labour intensive involving 
a fast-paced environment, repetitive tasks, handling 
heavy loads, manual dexterity, hand-eye co-ordination, 
and attention to detail.

Vehicle/equipment experience required (dollies, 
hand trucks, pallet lifters, and tow motors).  Physical 
requirements involve weight handling up to 45 kg 
(100 lbs).

Please email your resume to corporatejobs@bulkbarn.ca. 
No telephone calls, please.

Canada’s largest bulk food retailer and more…
bulkbarn.ca

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

30% OFF
HOUSEHOLDS

25% OFF
 COATS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

25% OFF
All ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

SEEKING 2 BEDROOM/
large 1 bedroom apt or 
small house.  Country set-
ting would be great. Ma-
ture, professional couple, 
no smoking, no children, 
quiet, respectful, seeking 
a pet friendly  (2 small 
dogs), bright clean apt for 
Oct. 1/Nov. 1. Parking for 2 
cars, laundry, AC, private. 
No basements please. 
Schomberg, Nobleton, 
King City, Bolton, Cale-
don, Tottenham area. Call 
905-939-2242  

EXPERIENCED MEAT 
CUTTERS and LA-
BOURERS wanted. Cut-
ting and deboning poultry 
products an asset. Labour-
ers, $11-$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. Apply 
to Abate Packers Ltd by 
email at: jobs@abatepack-
ers.com or by fax: 519-848-
2793.       

CONTENT 
SALE: 
Saturday 

September 13th
 8:00 am. 

Furniture, antiques,
sporting goods,  

2014 Polaris Razor ATV, etc. 

15134 Dufferin St.,  
south of  Wellington St. (Aurora Rd)

 No reasonable offer refused.

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route  A-15
Cabot Crt., Aurora 
Heights Dr., Lau-

rentide Ave., Illing-
worth Crt., Bigwin 
Dr., Ottawa Crt. - 

119 houses
 

 Route B-8
Catherine Ave, Fl-
eury St, Walton Dr, 
Birch Crt, Centre 
St, Centre Cres – 

110 houses
 

Route D-16
Temperance Street, 

Reuben Street, 
Ransom Court -  

63 houses
 

Route D-27
Patrick Drive,  

Webster Drive,  
Hutchinson Road, 
Richardson Drive -  

108 houses
 

Route D-28b
Richardson Drive 

(part of), Lee Gate - 
69 houses

 
Route G-8

Tamarac Trail 
(3homes), Ardil 
Cres., Underhill 

Cres. – 89 houses
 

Route G-9
Tamarac Trail (46 
homes), Albery 

Cres., Milgate Pl. – 
96 houses

ADVERTISE 
in the 

AURORAN 
CLASSIFIEDS

905-727-3300 
Ext. 102
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AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING PIANO LESSONS

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

FREE WATER TEST

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

a    

  
      

     
      

c     

     
      

(  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

Courses Starting: 

Sept. 13 - 4 Sat. 
Sept. 27 - 4 Sat.

Lenses and much more!

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Terry Eckert
Sales Representative

Call or email for a complimentary 
& confi dential Home Marketing Analysis 

& Professional Home Staging 
Consultation...I’ll also outline my unique 

Decorating Works! bonus package.

Armoury could be home to indoor Farmers Market
From page 1

COMING EVENTS

the cob, assorted salads and desserts,” say organizers, but 
no comment at press time from Kermit the Frog. Advance 
tickets are available at the Legion for $15.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
The Aurora Poets Society will host an evening of  poetry 

entitled “Earth and Spirit” hosted at the residence of  Najma 
Kausar this evening from 7 – 9 p.m. (7 Anderson Place, Aurora). 
This evening of  performers, storytellers and poets will feature 
musicians Alex Nugent and Freedom Chuck, alongside poets 
Deborah Campo, Michael Dwyer, Sabine Ellen, Troy Harkin, 
Najma Kausar, Michael Rowbottom, Linda Squires, Dierdre 
Tomlinson, and Malcolm Watts. For more information, contact 
Ms. Campo at 905-727-1447.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
The Aurora Community Arboretum will host their annual 

Shoreline Cleanup today beginning at 10 a.m. Interested 
volunteers are asked to meet at the gazebo near the Aurora 
Soccer Dome on Industrial Parkway North. For more 
information on the cleanup and other activities, contact the 
Arboretum at 905-727-3492 or email trees@auroraarboretum.
ca. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Eating Disorders of  York Region’s Riverwalk Wellness 

Centres presents: Recovering from Eating Disorders: Tools 
and Techniques for Individuals, Family and Friends with 
Marilyn Reisz and Megan Fearnley from 7 – 8.30 p.m. at 15213 
Yonge Street, Suite 11, Aurora. This workshop is designed to 
provide individuals with eating disorders with information, 
tools and techniques to help recover from disordered eating. 
$20 per person. Registration is required. Visit www.edoyr.com/
support-programs.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Garden Aurora! Our gardens need some TLC prior to 

the onset of  winter. Karl Kohnen of  Black Forest Garden 
Centre will help us prepare in the fall for the upcoming winter 
months. Join Karl and the Aurora Garden and Horticultural 
Society for “Putting the Garden to Bed.” The meeting will be 
held at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway 
North) at 8 p.m. For more information, call 905-713-6660 or visit 
www.gardenaurora.com.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
The monthly meeting of  the Canadian Federation of  

University Women (CFUW) Aurora-Newmarket takes place this 
evening at 7 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North, Aurora) with Jeffrey Cheung speaking on 
Chinese Calligraphy. All are welcome. For more information, 
call 905-895-8713 or visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.com.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Aurora’s Animal Rights Advocates invite you to a vegan 

potluck and movie night this evening at the Aurora Public 
Library. Feature film: Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret. 
Doors open at 6.30 p.m. and a potluck begins at 6.50 p.m. Movie 
rolls at 7.30 p.m. Please bring your favourite vegan dish (no meat, 
eggs, dairy or honey). Cover charge: $3. For more information 
and registration, email aurorasanimalrightsadvocates@
gmail.com.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Eating Disorders of  York Region will host a series of  

events today to mark tomorrow’s Culture Days Celebrations, 
including an Art Gallery Open House at 15213 Yonge Street 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and three film screenings at 12 noon, 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors Association welcomes you to the 

annual Country & Western Dance from 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 John West Way). Come and 
dance to the sounds of  the Dustaleros Big Band for only $10 a 
ticket. All ages welcome. Refreshments will be available and 
there will be a cash bar. Tickets are on sale now at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. Get your tickets early to avoid disappointment.

From page 21

“Appraisals were completed on the property both by PWGSC 
in March 2013 and the Town in May 2014,” said Mr. Garbe. “Town 
Staff  and PWSGC agreed to use the income approach value that 
was obtained by PWGSC as a basis for negotiating the purchase 
price. Town staff  also negotiated a 10 per cent reduction in the 
purchase price, based on historical sale conditions that exist for 
the property. This reduction resulted in a final negotiated purchase 
price of  $514,800. The purchase price will be funded from the Cash-
in-Lieu of  Parkland reserve fund.”

Council last discussed the armoury in public earlier this spring 
when they passed a bylaw giving the Old Armoury historical 
designation. According to Mr. Garbe, that too was a precondition 
to the disposal of  the building by the DND. Those discussions, 
however, raised questions from Councillor Evelyn Buck on the 
logistics of  who actually owned the land the “drill shed” sat on. 

According to Town Solicitor Warren Mar, looking through old 
documents from the time, “the property and everything contained 
on it is still under the name of  Her Majesty the Queen, in the right 
of  Victoria. It is in the Federal Government’s hands, and it has 
been since whenever Queen Victoria last reigned.”

Councillor Buck said she was, nevertheless, dissatisfied with 
that explanation because she believed the land the building rested 
on was still with the Town of  Aurora for use by the Government as 
long as the Regiment was still using it as a base.

“In the original transfer deed from the Town to the Federal 
Government, that language was put in and specifically struck 
out,” Mr. Garbe told The Auroran, of  the original suggestion that 
the land revert back to the Town once it was no longer needed for 
military use. “The effect of  the transfer was good as long as it was 
used for this purpose, but those words were specifically struck out 
from the document [in] the original transfer to the Crown.”

When negotiations began, Councillor John Abel was amongst 
those who suggested the Government should give the land and 
facility back to the Town for a nominal fee. Mr. Garbe said they 
went into negotiations with that in mind, but it didn’t gain traction.

“The Government of  Canada is really intent on getting value 
for every asset they own,” Mr. Garbe said. “Across the country, it is 
the same principle, so we set a value and they have to demonstrate 
to their auditors that they were able to achieve that value.”

If  Council passes the bylaw this week, the deal with the Federal 
Government is expected to close September 30. Once that time 
comes, however, there will still be more money that needs to be 
put into the building to bring it back to its former self.

“As is generally standard in these types of  real estate 
transactions, the Property is being 
purchased by the Town in “as –is” condition 
with no warranties or representations,” 
concluded Mr. Garbe.

Unlike the recently restored and 
reconstructed Petch House, Town Staff  

have an idea of  what they want to use the building for. Mr. Garbe 
said if  the deal goes through it will be rented out for community 
space for the time being.

“We want to approach the Farmers’ Market to see if  there is 
any interest in having a year-round Farmers’ Market there, get 
their feedback and see if  that facility will work out,” he said. “If  it 
passes, we will move forward with having some discussions with 
them.”
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669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

’S

*LIMITED TIME LEASE AND FINANCE OFFERS AVAILABLE FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES ON APPROVED CREDIT. 

*
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AVAILABLE
UP TO 48
MONTHS

ON SELECT MODELS

AVAILABLE
LEASE
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FINANCE

2014 RAV 4 LE AWD  CLASSIC SILVER ONLY 9,500 KM STK# 25960

2014 RAV 4 XLE AWD MAGNETIC GREY ONLY 13,000 KM STK# 25687

2014 RAV 4 LTD AWD CLASSIC SILVER ONLY 13,335 KM STK# 25692 

2014 VENZA AWD 4 CYL MAGNETIC FREY ONLY 13,510 KM STK# 25562 

2014 VENZA LTD AWD V6 CLASSIC SILVER ONLY 11,987 KM STK# 25415

2014 MATRIX CONVIENIENCE PKG. CLASSIC SILVER ONLY 13,500 KM STK# 25435

2014 MATRIX TOURING PKG.  NAUTICAL BLUE ONLY 12,800 KM STK# 25533

2014 COROLLA SPORT BLUE CRUSH ONLY 12,629 KM STK# 25480

2014 COROLLA LE BROWN SUGAR ONLY 16,810 KM STK# 25738

2014 COROLLA SPORT TECH PKG. BLACK ONLY 8,200 KM STK# 25792

2014 COROLLA LE ALPINE WHITE ONLY 12,800 KM STK# 25689

’S’S
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ON SELECT MODELS

$300 PRE-PAID GASCARD

NO CHARGE 

*GAS CARD PROVIDED UPON DELIVERY

BUY OR LEASE ANY DEMO THIS WEEKEND AND RECEIVE ACASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASHCASH
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$4000*
ON TOP OF ALREADY 
SALE PRICED DEMO’S

UP TO

* *
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NEWROADS
PROUDLY
SPONSORS

HOPE
Years of

2014
DOANE HOUSE 
HOSPICE AND 
NEWROADS 
PRESENT

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
ONLY 3000 TICKETS BEING SOLD!
1 TICKET FOR $20 OR 6 FOR $100

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT!

CALL 905.967.0259 
FOR TICKETS

DRAW TO BE HELD ON DEC 24, 2014 AT 12PM AT
NEWROADS KIA OF NEWMARKET, 17415 YONGE STREET

PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT DOANE HOUSE HOSPICE NEWMARKET         LOTTERY LICENCE #M718848

NewRoads_Gate_September 5_Layout 1  2014-09-09  3:48 PM  Page 1
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11623 Yonge Street   1-855-670-2187 RichmondHillSubaru.com

CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN &

RICHMOND HILL

SUBARU HAS

MOVED
NEXT DOOR

Michael Croxon and NewRoads Richmond Hill Subaru

are pleased to announce that the construction of our

new home is underway. In the meantime, you can find

us at our temporary location, right next door.

Sales Hours will 

remain the same.

Monday–Thursday:  9AM–9PM

Friday & Saturday: 9AM–6PM

Parts & Service Hours have been

extended for your convenience.

Monday–Thursday:  7:30AM–11PM

Friday: 7:30AM–5:30PM

Saturday: 8AM–3PM

Thank you for your patience while we build.

“Site preparation is
underway...
demolition took place

on September 8th.”
“A modern, state of the 

art facility will welcome 
customers in 2015.”

GUYS, YOU’RE INVITED TO THE NEWROADS CHARITY

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK FOR FREE ADMISSION

Boys night out
tailgate party
SUNDAY OCTOBER 19SUNDAY OCTOBER 19

12-5pm
COOL TRUCKS AND TOYS FOR BOYS!

TEST DRIVES • FOOD • PRIZES
DRAWS • GAMES • SILENT AUCTION

NFL FOOTBALL ON BIG SCREENS

Location: NewRoads Chevrolet Cadillac Buick GMC.
$10 Registration. 100% of the proceeds will go to 
the local charity, Kids Help Phone.

facebook.com/NewRoadsChevroletCadillacBuickGMC

12-5pm

NewRoads_Gate_September 5_Layout 1  2014-09-09  3:49 PM  Page 2


