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By Brock Weir

10 years on, there’s still always room to pull up a chair at 
Martha’s Table. 

When the stoves are flipped back on after the summer hiatus, 
the outreach group based out of  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church on Mosley Street will mark a decade of  providing food 
and fellowship to people in need throughout the community.

September marks the beginning of  Martha’s Table’s 10th year 
which began after looking for ways to fill in service gaps from 
CHATS – Community and Home Assistance to Seniors.

“We thought maybe we could start something here,” explains 
long-time volunteer coordinator Helen Dawn. “We opened up the 
first day with no publicity or anything and we had 15 people here. 
Everything was fine. 15 or 20 people could be good, we thought, 

By Brock Weir

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Chris Ballard renewed his 
campaign commitment to secure all-day, two-way GO Trains 
for the riding last week to members of  the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

At the lunch, which was held last Tuesday, he told the 
room of  business and community leaders that these transit 
improvements would have multiple benefits to business and 
industry in both Aurora and Newmarket.

“It is really at the core of  what this government has 
committed to do, and what I have committed to do for 
Newmarket-Aurora,” said Mr. Ballard, predicting all-day, 
two-way, electrified GO Trains to be “one of  the biggest 
developments in Newmarket-Aurora for 100 years.”

Continued on page 13

Continued on page  6 Continued on page 8

 

Aurora’s Community Newspaper CMCA
AUDITED

Vol. 14   No. 44  905-727-3300 FREE      Week of  September 4, 2014theauroran.com

PROOF 
APRIL 3, 2014 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Thursday.
The deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 

Classified deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 
Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 

The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300, Fax: 9045-727-2620 or email correspondence.

AURORAN REFERENCE
WEEK OF APRIL 3, 2014

1818

18

Home Owners helping Homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East 

with expert advice!

Toilets in a box

Elongated 
99119 #LS200002 

$

Round
$ 99109 #LS20001

905-727-4751

at Aurora Home Hardware

AURORA’S 2013 
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

 POOL & PRIVACY! 63 FT LOT! 3511 SF RENOVATED BEAUTY

Backs to scenic mature trees & green! Prof. landscaped & 
fully fenced! Entertaining-sized LR-DR w/French drs & hrdwd 
strip fl rs! Huge reno’d eat-in gourmet centre island maple 
kit w/granite counters & B-I SS appli! Spac. fam rm with C/F 
maple surround gas fpl! All reno’d baths! Huge bdrms! Master 
w/enticing ensuite & sitting area! Knockout open concept bsmt 
& much more!

$1,049,900

3780 SF! COURT! POOL! 1/4 ACRE LOT & MORE!

Heron built in “Country Walk”! Marley tile roof! Prof. landscaped 
- curb appeal & more! Sunken living room & family room! Modern 
centre island kitchen with big solarium eat-in area! Master with 
sitting area & enticing updated ensuite! 2nd updated ensuite in 
2nd bedroom! Big bedrooms! Bright professionally fi nished walk-
out lower level with rec room, 5th bedroom, 3piece bath & sauna. 
Shows very well!

$1,049,900

905.726.4349

    Windows
    Doors 
    Enclosures

240 Industrial Parkway, Aurora    

  

  

 

 

2 Cans of             3.79 | premium paint. 
With a can of             946 ml for the trim. 

a roller, paintbrush and tape. 
Gotta have the basics. 

a How-To Guide and playlist to 
keep you on a roll. 

a few more tools to create that 
“I-can’t-believe-I-did-it-myself” space.

&

&

&

&

For a Limited time, get              & Me... 
A $169 value 

for $109*, 
at Aurora 

Paint & Decorating

Aurora Paint & Decorating
15216 Yonge Street 

Aurora, Ontario
905.727.8161

Hurry. Offer ends 10/5/14
*See in-store for terms & conditions

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 277

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Book your personal  
tour today!

JK to Grade 12

Authentic Mexican Food

Award Winning
Fish Tacos 
& Burritos

905.713.9993
TAKEOUT • DINE IN  • CATERING • LLBO

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

NOW 
OPEN

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
905.883.8812 or 1.888.891.8812

1-800-NEW-LEXUS

GOING OUT IN A BLAZE OF GLORY – These fire twirlers, the Spectrum Spirit from Spectrum Baton School, brought a co-
lourful end to Aurora’s Concerts in the Park series last Wednesday night. The group performed during the intermission 
between sets of Green River CCR, which brought the sounds of Credence Clearwater Revival to Town Park. The concert se-
ries attracted thousands and brought in donations for the Aurora Food Pantry.                       Auroran photo by David Falconer 

Human Rights campaign lays foundation for ongoing 
local dialogue

Martha’s Table celebrates 
10th year of food and 
fellowship in community

All-day, two-way GO Trains will 
be “biggest development in 
Aurora for 100 years”: MPP

By Brock Weir

When staff  at the Aurora Public Library sat down late last year 
to brainstorm ideas on different ways to engage the community in 
their One Book One Aurora campaign throughout 2014, few could 
have anticipated what a timely turn their planning took over the 
spring and summer.

The centrepiece of  the program, Prisoner of  Tehran, the 
bestselling memoir of  Aurora’s Marina Nemat, charting her 
harrowing life as a political prisoner and sentenced to death in 
Iran as a young teen, has gained added poignancy as 2014 has 
progressed due to the upheaval unleashed by ISIS in neighbouring 
Iraq and Syria.

The One Book One Aurora campaign culminates this month 
with a series of  events built around Culture Days. On Saturday, 

September 27, at 2 p.m., people will have a chance to meet Ms. 
Nemat in person, ask questions, and take dramatic performances 
inspired from her memoir.

Although this event is designed to be the grand finale in a nearly 
year-long series, held in conjunction with a celebration of  Persian 
culture also held that day at the Aurora Cultural Centre, plans 
are already underway to ensure the dialogue created during the 
campaign leaves an ongoing legacy. 

Helping to lead the way is Aurora resident Tahirih Naylor-
Thimm, a former lawyer for the United Nations. 

Shortly after the birth of  her youngest child, Ms. Naylor-Thimm 
loaded up the stroller and headed for the Aurora Public Library 
for a Human Rights Panel this spring. Inspired by the stories of  
how local people are having an impact on the world around them, 
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The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be 
held on Monday, October 27. Nominations are open until 
Friday, September 12 at 2 p.m. Forms can be viewed and 
downloaded online at www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Temporary Road Closure Notices

Please be advised that:

Wellington Street will be closed on Saturday, September 6 at 
7 a.m. to Sunday, September 7 at 7 p.m., from Yonge Street 
to Industrial Parkway. This temporary road closure will facilitate 
the rehabilitation of the track panel and asphalt at the railway 
crossing located along Wellington Street. 

Centre Street will be closed on Saturday, September 13 at 
7 a.m. to Monday, September 15 at 5 a.m., between Walton 
Drive and Industrial Parkway North. This temporary road closure 
will facilitate improvements to the Centre Street railway crossing.

Election Day Employment

The Town of Aurora is recruiting 
for a variety of customer 
service-focused, temporary 
election workers to assist with 
the October 27 municipal 
election. 

Applicant requirements include:

•	 18 years of age or older; 
•	 Legally	entitled	to	work	in	Canada;
•	 Applicants	cannot	be	a	candidate	or	the	spouse, 
 sibling, parent or child, or grandparent or grandchild of 
 a candidate running in the October 27 election; 
•	 Customer	service	and/or	election	official	experience 
 preferred;
•	 Fluent	in	English	(knowledge	of	other	languages	an	asset);
•	 Access	to	reliable	transportation;
•	 Ability	to	work	well	both	independently	and	as	a	team; 
 and
•	 Available	to	attend	a	two-hour	mandatory	training 
 session, up to two weeks prior to the election.

To apply, please complete the online application form available 
at www.aurora.ca/electionsemployment or at Aurora Town Hall, 
100 John West Way. 

The application deadline is Monday, September 15 at 9 a.m.

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Aurora Municipal Basketball League

The	Aurora	Municipal	Basketball	League	(AMBL)	is	proud	to	
partner with The Town of Aurora and York North Basketball 
Assocication (YNBA) to offer youth of all ages a unique 
sporting experience.

Players	in	the	AMBL	will	practice	one	night	a	week	and	play	a	
game	against	another	team	every	Saturday.	Emphasis	is	placed	on	
learning basic basketball skills, teamwork and having 
fun in an encouraging 
environment. 

League	begins	the	week	of	
September 15.  

Age categories are as follows:

Ages seven to 10
Ages 11 to 13
Ages 14 to 17

For more information, 
please contact 
Nichole Campsall, 
Youth Co-ordinator, 
at 905-726-4760 or 
ncampsall@aurora.ca or visit 
www.auroramunicipalbasketballleague.com

REMINDER

Pet Bylaw 

Pet owners are reminded that dogs and cats 
are prohibited from running at large within the 
geographical boundaries of The Town of Aurora. 
A dog or cat is deemed to be running at large 
when the dog or cat is found in any other 
place, other than the lands or premises of 
the owner or person keeping such dog or cat.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Aurora Public Library

Fall Program Registration 

Registration for fall children’s programs will begin on 
Saturday, September 6. To register by phone please call 
905-727-9494 ext. 280 or you can register in-person during 
regular library hours. 

Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month

In September, the Skylight Gallery will feature the artwork of 
Diana Bick.  

Diana is a Thornhill-based artist who has been exhibiting 
her work for more than 12 years through various art groups 
and solo exhibitions. She enjoys expressing herself through 
acrylic paints and her focus is on mixed media, abstract 
realism, abstract expressionism and non-objective art. Her 
work can be found in corporate and private collections 
throughout Canada and the United States. You can learn 
more by visiting www.dianabick.com 

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on the third floor of Aurora Town Hall.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Monday, September 8 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, September 9 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, September 11 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment    

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

Come out and play with Club Aurora Fitness during the week of September 15! 
Here’s your chance to try out one of our great fitness programs before signing up 
for a full session. Fitness programs below will be held at no charge! 

DON’T DELAY! Space is limited.  
To register, visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY or call 905-726-4764.  

Come out and play at Club Aurora Fitness!

T r y  o n e  o f  o u r  g r e a t  
f i t n e s s  c l a s s e s 

Free

PROGRAM DATE LOCATION TIME
REGISTRATION 

CODE

Yogalates
Monday,  

September 15
Victoria Hall 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37402

Pilates
Monday,  

September 15
Victoria Hall

8:15 p.m. to  
9:15 p.m.

37403

Stroller Boot 
Camp

Tuesday,  
September 16

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation 
Complex

1:30 p.m. to 
 2:30 p.m.

37399

BOUNCE Fit
Tuesday,  

September 16

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation 
Complex

7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37612

PiYo
Wednesday, 

September 17

Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre

Activity Room C
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 37401

Yummy Mommy
Thursday, 

September 18

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation 
Complex

1:30 p.m. to  
2:30 p.m.

37400

In November 2013, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

August construction update in brief 
 New roof decking is installed
 Heating, venting and air conditioning work is ongoing
 Lower floor offices are complete
 Pool viewing wall is installed
 New running track concrete floors are complete 

Photos of construction progress are shown below.

ARTIST RENDERING

AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX
Project Update

Stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-3123 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFLC for additional 
information.

EMPLOyMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Curator       
Application deadline is Wednesday, September 10

Part-Time Skate Patroller(s) 
Application deadline is Friday, September 12
 
For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/employment
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By Brock Weir

Jesse Micak has covered a lot of  ground since he first laced up 
and hit the ice, participating in local hockey, followed by baseball, 
and eventually soccer as part of  the Cardinal Carter Team.

Last month, as he crossed the finish line, the Aurora native 
earned the right to call himself  “Ironman” after successfully 
completing the Ironman North American Championship in 
Mont-Tremblant, Quebec.

The Ironman is not mere child’s play – it is a full triathlon 
consisting of  a 3.8 km swim, a 180 km bike ride, and a full 
marathon of  42.2 km. Crossing the finish line 12 hours and six 
minutes after starting with over 2,500 competitors from across 
the globe, Mr. Micak set his goal just over a year ago, with very 
little triathlon experience under his belt. 

He hired a coach, worked out over the past year, got his feet 
wet in some Regional races across Southern Ontario, and focused 
on his singular goal for Mont-
Tremblant. 

“The ultimate goal was 
to finish and do the best I 
could,” he says. “For me, it 
is very much learning a new 
sport at the age of  29. Most 
of  the sports I do play today 
are those I played at a very 
young age for youth sports, 
so it was somewhat new 
learning another sport at this 
stage, primarily swimming. 
Swimming was a discipline 
that required the most work 
over the past year.

“It was really unknown to me how I would do in the swimming 
portion. I figured I would be out in the water for two hours, maybe 
for two-and-a-half, and that was the real x-factor in trying to 
determine what my overall time would be. I finished the swim in 
an hour-twenty, but I made up a lot of  time on the bike and run.”

Building up to this significant achievement this summer 
was a “natural progression”, he says. He was active in sports 
from a very early age including Aurora Minor Hockey, various 
baseball teams, playing soccer for Cardinal Carter Catholic High 
School, and rising through the ranks during his academic career. 
Eventually, however, he hit the “corporate world” and there he 
says he found a “void in sports.”

“As a teenager, I was used to competing in sports and getting 
that back and that focus, working towards improving something 
really drove me,” he says. “That’s why I selected Ironman. 
I thought of  it as a true challenge for me personally. It was 

something that was foreign and would require quite a bit of  work, 
and that is what drove the ambition.”

Another factor in driving this ambition happened two years 
ago when he took part in the Ride to Conquer Cancer, the 100 
km ride from Toronto to Niagara Falls, along with his father 
and siblings. Cancer is something that has touched his family, 
like so many other families that take part, and their success in 
that fundraiser gave him another shot of  confidence that if  he 
trained properly he would be able to put all the pieces together 
and ultimately achieve that Ironman goal. 

While his parents and siblings were supportive of  the ultimate 
goal, he found the most invaluable support from his wife. While 
he says he was not “built like an endurance athlete” at the time, 
they decided that while it would take a lot of  hard work and 
dedication, particularly on evenings and weekends, and it was 
something they could work towards together. 

“I missed a lot of  30th birthday parties, I missed a lot of  pre-
wedding parties, a lot of  
weekends up at the cottage 
with families, but I had her 
support all along the way and 
that was very meaningful,” he 
says.

As he crossed the finish line 
at around 775 out of  2,500, his 
wife was there, along with his 
parents, cheering him on from 
the sidelines. As it began to 
sink in with each individual 
step that he was that much 
closer to his ultimate goal, he 
says he was just trying to take 
it all in.

“It was such a positive atmosphere, and the support, noise 
and energy just taking place within the walls at Mont-Tremblant 
was just overwhelming me,” he says. “I was eager and excited to 
see [my family] and to share that moment 
with them. [The greatest memory] will be 
the enjoyment and relief  of  committing 
to a goal and completing it. That is one 
of  the great things about triathlon. It is 
a sport growing across the country and 
you see such a wide range of  age groups 
participating. It’s a competition against 
yourself  to do the best you can for yourself. 
I set a goal, I completed it, irrespective 
of  time. That didn’t matter for me. It was 
about doing the best I could and keeping 
myself  healthy along the way.”

Briefly

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Proceeds benefit local 
charities and not-for-profit 

organizations

Ironman Jesse Mi-
cak, seen here at 
Mont-Tremblant 
this summer, got 
his start on home 
ice. 

Submitted photo

From the AMHA to Ironman, Aurora 
native achieves ultimate goal RESTORATION BEGINS  

ON SOUTH END PROPERTY

Efforts to reverse any effects of  illegal 
filling on a Yonge Street property in 
Aurora’s south end were due to begin 
this week, under the supervision of  the 
Town of  Aurora. Located near the foot of  
Industrial Parkway South, the property 
came under close scrutiny last year when 
property owners received notices of  several 
by-law violations, both from the Town and 
the Region of  York, from illegal filling and 
tree removal. According to a statement 
released by the Town last week, the property 
owner is working with the Town “to ensure 
remediation of  the site conforms” with 
existing bylaws and the fill is removed. The 
Region is also working with those involved 
on tree replacement.

WITNESSES SOUGHT AFTER 
MOTORCYCLE CRASH

York Regional Police are asking witnesses 
to come forward following a serious 
motorcycle crash in Aurora last week. On 
the afternoon of  Wednesday, August 2, York 
Regional Police responded to the scene of  
a collision at 2.52 p.m. at Bathurst Street 
and Aurora Heights. The driver of  the 
motorcycle, a 26-year-old Newmarket man, 
was transported to hospital with serious, 
but non-life-threatening injuries. The 
driver of  the Mercedes, a 59-year-old man 
from Aurora was not injured. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the YRP’s 
Collision Investigation Unit at 1-866-87-5423 
x7704, or anonymously at 1-800-222-TIPS.  
The investigation is ongoing and no charges 
have been laid so far.

Town Hall says “BALS!” to ALS 
with Ice Bucket Challenge

By Brock Weir

Council and staff  at Town Hall 
took the plunge in the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge last week, saying “BALS!” to 
the disease, which claimed the life of  
one of  their loved ones. 

Organized by bylaw officer Heather 
Green, last week’s dunking included 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, Councillors John 
Abel, Sandra Humfryes and Michael 
Thompson, and CAO Neil Garbe.

They gathered in honour of  the father 
of  analyst Jennifer Schoutzen, who lost 
her dad to ALS two years ago. For her, the 

Ice Bucket Challenge has been a great 
way to raise both money and awareness 
of  the disease. 

“The amount of  funds and awareness 
that are being raised through this 
campaign is just phenomenal,” she 
said. “In my family, we use many of  
the support services offered through 
ALS Canada, throughout the Ontario 
Branch.”

In return, she and her family 
participate in many fundraising events, 
including the annual ALS Walk, under 
the banner of  “Bernie’s Awesome 
League of  Schoutsen” – or “BALS.” 

 
                                    

We do
parades 

and events 
in and around the Aurora area.  

We Want You!!
are looking for new members

Contact P/M David Veitch  905-727- 2031 
or email celtworks@celtworks.com

7 - 9 p.m. at the Aurora Legion 

OPEN HOUSE SEPT. 18
Come and visit us at our 

We are looking for pipers and drummers of any level. No experience necessary.  
All ages 8 – 80 welcome. We will teach you. Lessons will be provided 

by qualifi ed instructors, at no charge.

 Lessons will be on Thursday evenings from 6.15 – 7.15 
at the Aurora Legion.  105  Industrial Parkway N.,Aurora. 

We also have a 
Grade 5 competition band.

WHITE HEATHER PIPES & DRUMS

FREE 
Pipe & Drum 

LESSONS

LEARN
and PLAY
in a FUN

Environment

Things were icy at Town Hall on Thursday afternoon as May-
or Geoffrey Dawe, Councillors and Town Staff took part in 
the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge. (Inset) The previous week, 
Councillor John Gallo took the plunge.     

Auroran photo by David Falconer/Submitted photo
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To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

A TIFF and Quibble

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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(Re: “Mayor’s rebuttal doesn’t wash with Kean”, 
August 28, 2014)

When the Editor’s heading above Mr. Kean’s letter: 
“Mayor’s rebuttal doesn’t wash with Kean” reaches the 
stage of  the hot air cycle, it will properly reflect this reader’s 
perspective of  the squabble between Mr. Dawe and Mr. Kean.

Alex Vander Veen
Aurora

Heat rising in political 
“squabble”?

Bullying remains constant 
despite political claims, says 
coalition founder

(Re: Everyone pays when bullying isn’t addressed,  
August 21, 2014)

I am writing in response to the above opinion piece written 
by newly elected MPP Chris Ballard and must respond.

I created the YRABC (York Region Anti-Bullying Coalition) 
in 2009 and while I no longer reside in York Region, I am 
extremely connected to that community as well as at 
the provincial and national levels. I was acquainted with Ms. 
Vlassis and Ms. Anderson - they approached me four years ago 
asking if  they could help with my organization.

In his opinion piece MPP Ballard boasts about all the good 
work the Liberal government has done on the issue of  safe 
schools. I disagree.

On Monday, July 21, 2014 PC MPP Mr. Jeff  Yurek questioned 
the Minister of  Education about what process the Ministry 
follows to ensure school boards comply with anti-bullying 
legislation, how the Ministry keeps school administrators 
accountable, and the process having failed in his riding.

The Hon. Liz Sandals replied with “not every incident turns 
out to be managed 100% perfectly.”

In fact, not every incident is managed at all. This is a response 
that is not acceptable to me or any other Ontario taxpayer 
whose child has been let down by their education system. That 
type of  remark is disrespectful to all young people who have 
suffered as a result of  non-proactive administrators and other 
adults within the educational institution.

The non-compliance that Mr. Yurek speaks of  is as a result 
of  Ministry PPM’s (Policy Program Memo) that contradict 
existing legislation. The results from two separate Freedom 
of  Information Requests I received from the Toronto and York 
Region School Boards clearly indicate the true lack of  attention 
the issue of  bullying is being given. PPM’s do not equate to 
statute law. They are guidelines at best with no requirement to 
report back to the Ministry thereby making PPM’s redundant.

The Minister of  Education also mentioned that parents 
should be “contacting their local trustee, because it is, in 
fact, the local trustees who are accountable for ensuring that 
safe school legislation is put into place.” Parents actually 
do contact their elected school board trustees and they are 
repeatedly met with “it’s a governance issue and go back to 
your Principal as they have the ultimate say.” 

There is a huge disconnect as to what the Liberal government 
says is happening and what actually takes place. Trustees 
have no power or authority. Since the Ministry changed their 
governance model from Site Based Management to the Carver 
model the school system is in disarray.

At the end of  the day the issue of  bullying within Ontario 
schools remains chronic and the manner in which some 
situations are dealt with is nothing more than shameful with 
our children paying the physical and emotional price.

The PC party failed to vote in favour of  Bill 13, the Accepting 
Schools Act because it was not a comprehensive anti-bullying 
piece of  legislation. Very little has changed for the York Region 
Anti-Bullying Coalition, and this is regardless of  where I 
reside. We continue to receive the desperate phone calls and 
emails describing situations that were not “managed 100%” 
and the long-term consequences of  this.

I have been working with Carol Todd (mother of  Amanda 
Todd).  October 10th is World Mental Health Day.  I challenge 
MPP Chris Ballard to get Aurora and Newmarket to light up 
in purple.

Karen Sebben
Founder, YRABC

So, how many of  you joined 
me Sunday morning, collectively 
asking yourself, “Isn’t the definition 
of  insanity doing something over 
and over again and expecting a 
different result?”

Seeing – in real time, no less – 
that I was in line (well, online) with 
over 5,000 people with a singular 
purpose, I’m sure some of  you were 
in the same boat. 

Sunday, August 31, was 
single ticket day for the Toronto 
International Film Festival (TIFF), 
a day which seems to, year in and year out, always 
be a day which will live in infamy. Until the next 
year, of  course, when those of  us who fancy 
ourselves armchair film buffs optimistically put 
on our blinders and log on hoping that this will be 
the one year that Single Ticket Day does not turn 
into a hellish free-for-all better suited to TIFF’s 
Midnight Madness Series.

This year, I was primed and ready to go. I 
finalised my ticket wish list the night before, 
had a decent schedule worked out that would 
accommodate Aurora’s busy September season of  
Ribfest, Hoedown, and any variety of  local events 
the last days of  summer bring to our fair Town, 
and was prepared to do battle.

This year, as in every other year, I had all my web 
browsers primed, just in case of  emergencies or a 
technical glitch, and then awaited the appointed 
hour. When the clock struck 9 a.m., Firefox, Google 
Chrome, and Internet Explorer were all deployed 
at essentially the same time to secure a place in 
the virtual lineup. The Firefox browser was the 
ultimate winner, getting in there with just 340 
people ahead of  me in line, while the other two 
brought up the rear with 1,200 and 3,100 people 
respectively.

Once settled into the line, it was time to play the 
waiting game. The waiting game, however, passed 
remarkably fast, lulling me into a fault sense of  
optimism. Once the floodgates opened, it was then 
time to dash around, hunt the desired screenings, 
secure your tickets, and then fork over your 
wincing Visa. 

So far so good. Some of  the screenings I wanted 
were already sold out, but my Plan Bs seemed to 
be working out all right. With about a 60 per cent 
success rate in my basket, I gingerly clicked to 
check out, thinking that was a relatively painless 
process. How wrong I was. 

Within seconds of  clicking the “checkout” 
button, disaster struck. Error messages were 
popping out of  places they truly had no business 
being in the first place. Hitting the back button 
and clicking checkout again, the error messages 
kept popping up again, occasionally leaving a 
tantalizing window in which one can get a glimmer 
of  hope that something positive was happening 
and then…

About an hour later, error messages were 
still coming up. Also accumulating: Twitter 
messages from people around the world who were 
experiencing the same frustration, perhaps an 
alternative viewpoint to the uniting power of  film.

As the clock continued to tick, and the errors 
mounted, organizers of  TIFF added insult to 
injury by forcing you to watch the tickets you 
thought you had secured one by one get slashed 
out of  your shopping cart as your time limit on 
each screening expired. Nearly every time one 
hit that pesky “Back” button, there was one less 
reason to do battle, until, at the end, I was left with 
a completely empty cart. 

Starting back at square one, trying to rebuild 
what was once a glorious testament to my own 
bizarre taste in cinema, a futile effort given that 
as soon as each ticket vanished from my shopping 

cart they were eagerly snapped up 
by another, I was left with just two 
of  my first choices and a raft of  also-
rans.

As I fumed and stewed at the 
results on what was an otherwise 
promising Sunday morning, I had 
to question why I and countless 
others from Ontario, Canada, and 
the world, put ourselves through 
this annual nightmare. The love of  
film is one thing, but this agony is 
another thing all together. Maybe 
the anguish is part of  the TIFF 

tradition. Maybe many of  us are too cheap to fork 
over the hefty fees for specific membership levels 
in order to jump the queue.

Whatever the reason, it seemed like I was in 
good company – and if  any of  you were members 
of  that same sorry group on Sunday, I sincerely 
hope you fared much better than I did! And see you 
there. 

WHO HAS TIME FOR TIFF ANYWAY?
Maybe doing battle with your overlords at the 

Toronto International Film Festival – and losing 
spectacularly – was somewhat of  a blessing in 
disguise. After all this is Aurora in September. 
Who really has time for that? As much as Toronto 
will be the centre of  the entertainment universe 
for two weeks beginning Thursday, this season 
brings no shortage of  things to do that just happen 
to coincide with the Festival.

First up, of  course, is this weekend’s annual 
Ribfest, which kicks off  this Friday at Machell 
Park. Building on last year’s success, they are 
certainly doing things right with one heck of  a 
headliner this Friday night in the form of  Glass 
Tiger. Ordinarily, it would be fun for the whole 
family, but since Age of  Majority kicks in at 8 p.m., 
it will still be fun but the kiddies will have to find 
their own fun elsewhere.

Not content to let Friday be the star attraction 
at Ribfest, Platinum Blonde heads to the stage on 
Saturday for another show beginning at 9 p.m. It 
will certainly be a Ribfest to remember, made all 
the more special by a host of  local talent taking 
part in the Hoedown Showdown Semifinals, as well 
as representatives from local media outlets taking 
part in the second annual PRESSure Challenge 
Rib Eating Contest.

After losing the challenge to the bottomless pits 
at The Banner (I say that with love, dear readers), 
those of  us who took on the challenge last year, 
myself  included, are happy to pass The Auroran’s 
baton to General Manager Bob Ince and Sports 
Reporter Jake Courtepatte to settle the score on 
Friday evening. Good luck, guys! 

For the foodie in us, we can head west to King for 
the annual Feast of  the Fields festival, to sample 
and find inspiration from everything organic 
farms from across Ontario have to offer, and then 
there will be a few days of  longed-for recovery 
time.

The fun continues on Friday, September 12, 
with the 10 finalists from the Hoedown Showdown 
taking over the massive tent being erected on 
Wellington Street ahead of  next Saturday’s 
Hoedown to play in front of  what is hoped to be 
a large hometown crowd, before being ultimately 
crowned the Showdown winner by event headliner 
Tim Hicks. 

The ultimate winner will have a chance to 
perform at the main event, the annual Wild, 
Wild West Hoedown, performing alongside the 
headliner Lonestar.

So, if  you were, like me, one of  the unfortunate 
people who struck out continually on Sunday, isn’t 
it lucky we have so many opportunities to make up 
for it in our own back yard? 

Time to beautify water 
management area in west 
Aurora

The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, along 
with municipalities, have built a water management area in 
Aurora at Bathurst Street and McClelland Way. 

If  anyone has been past the one in Richmond Hill at 
Bathurst and Mill, I think they would agree it is a most 
beautiful sight, with public pathways, gazebos, etc.

I can picture this on a smaller scale at the one in Aurora.

Bill Hack
Aurora
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POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Many people enter the political realm 
only to exit it a short while later disgusted 
by what they see, experience or worse, by 
what they endure.  

Hopes for “making a difference” or 
“positive change” are inevitably replaced 
by feelings of  despair and desolation at the 
reality of  how the political world actually 
works.  Much like the practice of  law isn’t 
like Boston Legal, and police work isn’t 
like Law and Order, the practice of  politics 
is not like the West Wing.  Certainly there 
are elements of  it that are familiar, but the 
day to day “work” of  politics is nothing 
like what one would expect.  It’s not what’s 
“seen on TV.”

Personally, I found the decision-making 
process to be the most frustrating. Either it 
proceeded at positively glacial speed with 
multiple reports and meetings to decide 
(or not) on one item or, when a decision 
actually was made, it was often based 
more on emotion than on any discernible 
facts that I could see.  

In my humble opinion, much of  what 
passes as governance is based almost 
entirely on agenda-driven as opposed to 
evidence-based decision making. 

Affecting real and positive change – at 
any level of  government – can be difficult. 
And for those that got into it for precisely 
that reason, the reality can be very 
disheartening.

The only part of  politics that is 
like what’s portrayed on TV?  It’s the 
nastiness.  Regardless of  the office sought 
– Councillor to MP – all candidates will 
likely face at least one Rodent of  Unusual 
Size: that particular breed of  vermin that 
seeks to gnaw away at candidates until 
they give up, bloodied and defeated.

We all say that we want honest, hard 
working people to represent our best 
interests in Ottawa, at Queen’s Park and 
at the council table.  So why then, when 
they do put their names forward either 
for a first time or as a veteran seeking to 
serve again,  do we sit back like Romans 
in the coliseum and watch as they are fed 
to the Lions? 

I think a large part of  it is apathy.  Many 
don’t care enough about the process itself, 
let alone those that are engaged in it.  So 
it’s not surprising that we make barely 
a whisper when folks are torn to shreds 
before our very eyes.

There’s also the sense that “this is 
just how things are”.  “Politics is a nasty 
business” or a “blood sport”.  The good 
ones that happen to get spat out in the 
process are just collateral damage.  They 
are seen as not tough enough to do the job 
anyway.

But, who says that one has to be as 
tough as a gladiator just to seek public 
office? Great warriors don’t make great 
legislators.  If  they did, then every country 
would be run by a military junta.

Many a good man or woman has been 
beaten down by the process.  I can think of  
quite a few and from every political party.  
Joe Clark.  Kim Campbell. Stephane Dion. 
Ed Broadbent.  Unfairly or not, just some 
names that come to mind when I think of  
those that were chewed up by the machine.

They are the Tall Poppies, the folks 
with something real to offer that are cut 
down just because of  it.

Over the next 12 months or so, we 
are going to be faced with a barrage of  
messaging about candidates for both 
local office (Municipal election in October 
2014) and Federal office (federal election 
in October 2015).  At the risk of  sounding 
like Pollyanna, I hope that we can all put 
down our scythes for a moment, and let 
the Tall Poppies grow.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

Rodents of 
Unusual Size

One of  the most exciting economic development 
opportunities we have in Ontario is the mineral rich 
Ring of  Fire, located about 1,000 kilometers north-
west of  Newmarket-Aurora, in northern Ontario.

Experts put the mineral potential of  the area at 
upwards of  $60 billion. It includes the largest known 
deposit of  chromite in North America. Chromite is a 
key ingredient in stainless steel. The area also holds 
the potential for significant production of  nickel, 
copper and platinum.

A study by the Ontario Chamber of  Commerce 
reports Ontario’s Ring of  Fire has the potential to 
generate up to $9.4 billion in Gross Domestic Product; 
generate up to $6.2 billion for Ontario’s mining 
industry; sustain up to 5,500 full-time jobs annually; 
and generate nearly $2 billion in government revenue 
for federal, provincial and municipal coffers.

And that’s just in the first 10 years. 
In the first 32 years of  its development, the Ring of  Fire will 

“generate more than $25 billion in economic activity across 
numerous sectors in Ontario, of  which mining is just one,” the 
Chamber report says.

Other beneficiaries of  the development of  the Ring of  Fire 
include $2.7 billion in revenues for the financial services sector; 
$1.2 billion for the wholesale and retail trade sectors; $600 million 
for the manufacturing sector; and $500 million for the utilities 
sector, the report concludes.

The Chamber says the Ring of  Fire will also generate an 
estimated $6.7 billion in government tax revenues over the first 
32 years of  its development, “providing compelling incentive for 
governments to invest in this economic opportunity.”

Although 1,000 kilometers away, the Greater Toronto Area 
are expected to benefit through our consulting, manufacturing, 
financial and retail sectors.

The Ring of  Fire is a significant opportunity to help build a 
stronger Ontario economy – one that benefits First Nations, 
northern residents and those of  us in southern Ontario.

It’s why the government has committed $1 billion for the 
Ring of  Fire infrastructure development. Located a little over 
500 kilometers from Thunder Bay, the area is in a remote part of  
northern Ontario, without roads, trains or airports. The funding 
will allow the newly established Ring of  Fire Infrastructure 
Development Corporation to secure the necessary infrastructure 
investments, estimated to be over $2 billion.

With headquarters to be located in Thunder Bay, the Ring of  
Fire Infrastructure Development Corporation will work to bring 
First Nations and the public and private sectors together to create 
partnerships and facilitate investment decisions regarding 
transportation infrastructure.

The not-for-profit corporation has an interim board of  four 
senior Ontario public servants. The board will put the necessary 

structure in place to allow for partners to determine 
their participation in the corporation. This includes 
working with key partners including First Nations, 
industry, communities, and the federal government, 
to formalize partnerships through the corporation, 
and overseeing an economic and technical feasibility 
report on transportation infrastructure. 

The corporation will advise on crucial 
infrastructure investment decisions, including how to 
best utilize Ontario’s $1 billion dollar commitment to 
Ring of  Fire infrastructure.

I’m pleased to see strong involvement of  First Nation 
communities in moving the project ahead. Back in 
March, the Province of  Ontario and Matawa-member 
First Nations took a major step forward by reaching an 
agreement that will ensure First Nation communities 

benefit from the proposed Ring of  Fire development.
The regional framework agreement is a first step in a historic, 

community-based negotiation process that began at the request 
of  Matawa-member First Nations.

The agreement ensures First Nations and Ontario can work 
together to advance Ring of  Fire opportunities, including 
regional long-term environmental monitoring and enhanced 
participation in environmental assessment processes, resource 
revenue sharing, economic supports, and regional and 
community infrastructure.

“This framework demonstrates that our First Nations are 
open for development that is sustainable and respects our lands,” 
said Chief  Sonny Gagnon of  Aroland First Nation, one of  nine 
signatories to the agreement.

Development in the Ring of  Fire is subject to all necessary 
environmental assessment and regulatory process, and 
fulfillment of  the Crown’s duty to consult, according to the 
Ministry of  Northern Development and Mines.

As it establishes the Ring of  Fire Infrastructure Development 
Corporation, the province will continue discussions with the 
Matawa-member First Nations through a regional framework 
agreement that helps to ensure these First Nations communities 
actively participate in, and benefit from, Ring of  Fire 
developments.

And as the Chamber of  Commerce report outlines, the benefits 
will be far-reaching and will not only include First Nation 
members, but everyone in Ontario and Canada.

Ontario has a proud and important history of  mining – it has 
helped build our province and our country. The Ring of  Fire is 
poised to be the next significant chapter in that history.

Contact MPP Chris Ballard at his Community Office: (905) 750-
0019, or by email: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. Chris’ office is 
located in Suite 201, 14845 Yonge St., Aurora L4G 6H8. Office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.
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Ontario’s Ring of Fire – economic benefits far reaching

Do you support  Aurora’s newly approved  Joint Operations Centre?
A)   Yes   B)    No   C)    Unsure
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Updating 
For Fall

“I’m starting to get ready for the fall season in my 
home. What are some things to consider?”

For many of  us, autumn is the season for change. 
The summer is over, the kids are back to school and 
we’re buckling back down at work. 

There are lots of  ways to celebrate this terrific 
season in your home but it’s important to remember 
that fall is about more than just changing your home’s 
colour palette and getting ready for the holidays. Our 
priorities change this season shifting from fun and 
relaxation to studying and more stringent routines. 
Here are some important things to consider when 
planning your fall updates/changes:

Quality Downtime - A media room is a 
surprisingly important gathering spot in the fall. So many 
wonderful TV shows start their new seasons at this time of  
year, and let’s not forget about sports! People are excited about 
basketball and hockey games that air in the fall making this 
the perfect season to update your family room. Now is the time 
to upgrade your sofa or invest in that ottoman you’ve been 
thinking about to make sure that your space is as inviting and 
comfortable as it can be!

Work Space - With school back in full swing you’ll want 
to be sure that your kids have a quiet and organized place to 
do their homework. Creating a separate area designed just 
for this task is a smart move. Create a nook in the kitchen or 
your kids’ rooms or allow for some room in the office so that 
students have a distinct zone to sit down and focus on what 
matters most. 

Morning Rush - Make the effort to create an organized 
mudroom or foyer. There are tons of  multi-purpose pieces of  
furniture out there that are both design savvy and functional. 
Look for storage benches to stash scarves and backpacks in. 
Find a console with cupboard doors to keep umbrellas and 
briefcases hidden, or create cubbies to keep shoes organized. 
This will definitely help make things easier when you’re 
trying to get your kids off  to school in the morning and getting 
yourself  off  to work. It will also keep your front entrance 
looking tidy and inviting. 

Enjoy the View - Living in Canada, fall is the most gorgeous 
time of  year! We get to see the leaves turn so many beautiful 
colours. The days are still sunny and bright and there always 
seems to be a squirrel or chipmunk running across the lawn 
making this is a great time to update your windows and window 
treatments. If  you live in an older home, consider replacing 
your windows with newer, energy-efficient ones. Not only will 

they look great, they’ll save you big bucks in the 
long run on your hydro bills. If  changing out your 
windows is not an option, consider new window 
treatments. Your window treatment should act as 
a frame for the view out your window. 

Cool Weather Entertaining - Whether we 
want to admit or not, the weather is changing. 
We’re transitioning from outdoor entertaining – 
backyard barbecues, beers, coolers and sunshine 
to cozy dinners, red wine, baguettes, and trips to 
the local harvest market. The two biggest seasons 

for entertaining are fast approaching so get ahead 
of  the game and start thinking about these things 
now. You may want to spruce up the common areas 

in time for the arrival of  your guests. Here are the top three 
trends we’re seeing for fall decorating this season:

Gold and Bronze- Bronze and gold tones add warmth to any 
space, making it feel cozier. This is the time of  year that people 
start nesting, so consider adding warmer toned metals in your 
accessories and lighting or a frame over the mantle.

Layering – Add depth to your space by layering fabrics, 
colours and textures. Jewel tones are hot right now- try 
peacock blue, fuchsia or indigo. This is an easy and affordable 
way to update a room. Toss in some new cushions or add a 
chunky throw to your sofa. Mix patterns, materials and sizes 
for a designer look. For more tips on how to get this look, check 
out our “fearless mixing” article on our website. 

Easy Accessory Update- This year’s must-have accessory 
has been the hurricane vase and its cousin, the apothecary 
jars/vases. In summer we saw flowers, citrus fruits and herbs 
displayed in these gorgeous glass pieces. Change things up 
for fall by using cranberries, baby pumpkins, or pears. River 
stones or mossy plants add a hint of  seasonal texture too!

Feel free to send me your comments or questions to 
askjean@nichedecor.ca 

Stay Connected with Us!

Do you plan on attending the Wild, 
Wild West Hoedown next Saturday, 

September 13?

A)     Yes    B)      No

(Above Left) Aurora was well protected on Thursday night as Captain America, Spiderman, a couple of 
Supergirls and Disney Princesses joined forces at the End of Summer Superhero Party (and screening 
of Spiderman) hosted by the Town of Aurora at Norm Weller Park. (Right) Spiderman was joined by 
Xavier, who brought along a cuddly sidekick.                                               Auroran photos by David Falconer



THE AURORAN, Thursday, September 4, 2014Page  6

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca | 905-727-3123 ext. 4226

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 7 p.m. at 
Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, to consider the following planning application.

A Complete Application by Chafam Premiere Inc./Sterne Motors Ltd., file number D14-06-14, has been submitted 
to Amend the Zoning By-law on the property municipally known as 300 Earl Stewart Drive, located west of 
Bayview Avenue, with frontage on St. John’s Sideroad, Earl Stewart Drive and Isaacson Crescent.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted an application for an amendment to Zoning By-law  
   2213-78 to amend the current Industrial Commercial “C5-6” Exception   
   Zone to also allow a “Motor Vehicle Sales Establishment” as a permitted use  
   on the subject lands.  

   There are or are no other known applications currently filed with The Town of  
   Aurora on the subject lands at this time.

PROPERTY:   300 Earl Stewart Drive

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 5-7, Plan 65M-2873

APPLICANT:  Sterne Motors Inc. 

FILE NUMBERS:  D14-06-14

CONTACT:  Additional information may be obtained from Jeff Healey of the Planning  
   & Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4349. Comments  
   may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department at  
   the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca  
   prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

 

 
The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/
or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant 
issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you 
should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the 
public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any 
personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless 
you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you 
are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records 
Public Planning meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be 
audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct 
any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board. If a person or public body does not make oral 
submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, 
the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so. If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of 
Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to 
the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 44th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

INVITE YOU 
Raz & Mae Khamissa, 

owners of Omars Shoes, 

to come visit our 
 store and see our 
large selection of 

NEW BALANCE shoes 
for men, women and children. 

NEW BALANCE provides comfort, stability, 
support and a wide range of widths and over-sizes

Our smartest stability shoe yet, 
the 860 running shoe provides con�dence 

at contact with a powerful system
of technologies that help stabilize 
your stride from impact to toe o�.
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Ridge Road closure expected to come sooner than residents anticipated
By Brock Weir

Residents on Aurora’s Ridge Road were 
left seeing red recently after they were told 
a plan to limit Yonge Street access to their 
street was coming sooner than originally 
envisioned. 

Over the past year, the Town of  Aurora, 
Region of  York, and residents on the 
south-end street have been working to 
come up with a workable solution to 
objections raised from neighbours over 
an incoming subdivision. The plan calls 
for nearly 30 homes to be built, along with 
an access street connecting Ridge Road 
and the new neighbourhood.

While this new road will connect the 
two neighbourhoods, it will also provide 
an “out” for those living on Ridge Road 
who will see access to their own street 
from Yonge significantly limited to a 
right-in right-out turn once the Region’s 
plan for a transit corridor down the centre 
of  Yonge Street is realised in a decade. A 
fully signalized new intersection at Yonge 
Street with the new subdivision would 
then be Ridge Road’s primary access to 
Aurora’s busiest traffic artery.

When Council approved the plan this 
summer, that was the timeline neighbours 
said they had come to expect, but things 
changed significantly following further 
meetings with Regional planners.

“Materially, not much has changed 
aside from the timing of  the connection 
between the new subdivision and Ridge 
Road,” said Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s 
Director of  Planning, following a public 
meeting with neighbours last month.

It was true when it was approved 
by Council in July that the new road 
connecting to Ridge Road would be 
barricaded from access until work on the 
Yonge Street transit lane was complete, 
but the Region since “clarified” its 
position, he added. 

“With the original position of  the 
Region, that would have put [restricting 
access] off  a number of  years depending 
on the timing of  [transit],” he said. “At this 
point, once the subdivision is complete, 
our recommendation to implement the 
Region’s connection would be to have that 
full connection made when the 29 homes 
are constructed. That way, Ridge Road 
residents and the new residents use the 
new road, have use of  the new intersection 
at Yonge Street, which should also be 
signalized, and that is a better access 
point onto Yonge Street.”

Ridge Road neighbours, however, 
bristled at the latest development.

“We agreed to the trigger being the new 
bus lane,” said one resident objecting to 
the trigger happening much sooner than 
they anticipated.

“The Region has done a complete 
switch on us,” added another.

For other Ridge Road residents, access 
was not the only sticking point. Their 
concerns also stemmed from where this 
connection road is slated to be built, near 
the crest of  a hill which already presents 
difficulties for the neighbourhood, they 
said. 

“Why is it that this road still has to be 
in the worst part of  the hill?” questioned 
one neighbour. “For years, we have had to 

back down and speed up just to get out of  
my driveway, even with all-wheel drive. 
These people are just gaining enough 
speed to get up there and, boom, you 
have to turn in here. I am not sure why 
they have allowed this road. It should be 
further to the east. This is just a bad place 
to be.”

From Mr. Ramunno’s perspective, 
however, these residents’ complaints can 
only go so far. The Region’s position, he 
said, is “pretty clear” but he will voice 
Ridge Road’s concerns to the Regional 
Planners.

“There are some residents that 
don’t have an issue with it, some of  
whom would rather see the road closed 
altogether, some of  whom would rather 
see it restricted so they can use it. There 
are different opinions, but it is just a 
question about timing, that it could be 
happening in three years, as opposed to 
six or seven.”

Aurora anticipates development 
of  the subdivision to get underway in 
earnest in the next year, completing their 

engineering and, optimistically, their 
service work by the end of  2015, with the 
29 homes completed “towards the end of  
2016.”

“At that point, we would remove the 
barricade, that access would remain open, 
and we would then restrict Yonge and 
Ridge Road,” said Mr. Ramunno.

From page 1

Laughter and friendship are hallmarks 
of Table’s success: coordinator

Helen Dawn, seen here washing up at the last Martha’s Table meal in June, coor-
dinates the program at St. Andrew’s.                                Auroran photo by Brock Weir

and then the next week we had 45! After 
that, we had 65 because word had gotten 
around the community.”

Since those early days, Martha’s Table 
has become a destination. Thursday 
mornings on Victoria Street are 
characterised by heavy on-street parking 
as a steady stream of  people flow into the 
church hall looking for fresh food and 
friendship.

All of  the work is done by volunteers, 
both inside and outside the church 
community, young and old, who always 
provide just enough elbow grease to make 
Martha’s Table a well-oiled machine, with 
a menu that changes each week based on 
donations, with homemade soup being one 
particular constant.

“Our original philosophy was we just 
wanted to feed the community who needed 
something to eat,” says Ms. Dawn. “If  you 
are hungry, you don’t live well. If  you don’t 
live well, you don’t add to the community. 
If  we can feed you, then you’ll add to this 
community of  Aurora.

“[Over the last 10 years it has gotten 
better because now there are more people 
interacting. We have people with whom we 
send food down at the end of  the day. We will 
send food home with people who are really 
in need, which might be three or four days’ 
worth of  food so they can survive. A lot of  
them are seniors. The pension doesn’t go 
as far as you think it does, especially if  you 
are a single person. That is just where it is 
at – we want to feed people.”

This “we” can change from week to 
week, but more often than not Martha’s 
Table is manned by a familiar corps of  
men and women. Anyone is welcome to 
come in and lend a hand, says Ms. Dawn. 
They particularly value the connection 
Martha’s Table has with Holy Trinity 
School in Richmond Hill, which sends 
between eight and 10 student volunteers 
aged between 14 and 15 to support the 
group every other week.

The kids bring food, help make 
sandwiches, prepare the desserts, and do 
just about everything that needs to be done. 
Everything that is prepared is available to 
patrons for $4, if  they can afford it. If  they 
can’t, that is not a problem for Martha’s 
Table.

While the group relies on congregants to 
prepare their homemade soups, financial 
donations and revenue from meal tickets 
largely keep the operation afloat. Whatever 
is left over at the end of  the day ultimately 
flows back into the community, says Ms. 
Dawn.

“We get whatever food we can buy, 
put that aside, pay for it, and whatever 
money is left over we give to Welcoming 
Arms, Yellow Brick House, the Canadian 

Mental Health Association, or wherever 
we feel there is a need or could help our 
people,” she says. “In our last full year from 
September to June, we gave approximately 
$4,900 to other charities around Aurora.

“The facilities here at the church are 
paid for by the church congregation and 
none of  the money that comes through the 
door [goes to that]. There are people who 
pay, some who can afford to pay, and some 
who can’t afford to pay, and we just let it go 
at that, and [while] we do have to pay for 
the food there hasn’t been a week where we 
haven’t been able to cover the cost of  food.”

When the crowd is cleared out after 
the weekly meal, Ms. Dawn says Martha’s 
Table measures their success by the 
number of  people “laughing, talking, 
smiling, and not bringing soup back!” This 
fellowship, in turn, is something she says 
sustains them going forward, interacting, 
meeting friends they have not seen in a 
long time, and, in some cases, just getting 
out of  the house. 

“For the next 10 years we’re just going 
to be doing what we have been doing, 
make sure it keeps working, and make 
sure it keeps working the way it has been 
working!”
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within the next 7 days and you 
will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90). 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 
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“Buy Local” grows 
organically door-to-door 
through new Aurora business

By Brock Weir

Growing up in Mexico, Rafael 
Minassian and Lisette Palacios grew 
up with an abundance of  fresh, organic 
produce. 

Avocados were a great favourite, 
but so were apples and oranges – 
pretty standard fare for most North 
American tables. Having this produce 
readily available to them instilled in 
them what Rafael describes as a “love 
of  everything that is fresh”, and the 
couple, now Aurora residents, are 
hoping to share this love with the 
residents of  Aurora, King and Oak 
Ridges. 

Minassian and Palacios came to 
Canada looking for a better quality 
of  life. Mexico City was plagued with 
traffic, safety issues, water problems 
and pollution, he says, and they 
wanted to find further opportunities 
for themselves and their kids. Nine 
years later, when they were looking 
for their latest business venture, they 
found themselves sticking to this same 
principle of  looking for a better life.

They are now the local franchise 
owners of  Organics Live, a branch of  
the Toronto-based company founded 
in 2012 to bring together a collective 
of  farmers in Southern Ontario to 
provide less-expensive fresh, organic 
produce to residents through home 
delivery. 

“It’s all about the clean food 
movement,” Rafael explains. “With 
organic food, you are not getting into 
pesticides or any of  those chemicals 
into the body, and we think that is one 
of  the many factors contributing to 
so many illnesses. We tend to make 
these associations, so we thought if  
we were going to invest our time in a 
business, what better way than through 
promoting something that is healthy 
and that brings an actual benefit to the 
people around us?”

In their Toronto-based delivery 
service, Organics Live focuses on 
sourcing food from local farmers and 
producers to get the fresh goods directly 
into the hands of  the consumers “with 
as little waste as possible.”

“Our model is hyper-lean and 
focused on reducing waste across the 
board,” said Lisette. “This enables us 
to support local growers, control costs, 
and ensure superior product quality. It 
is changing the game for organic food 
eaters. We’re building a sustainable 
local food system through a network 
of  small business so that it is easier for 
consumers to get the clean food they 
want for less than they are paying at 
retail.”

Serving the local community was 
something very important to them, 
they say. In looking to be active 
members of  the Aurora community – 
not to mention King and Oak Ridges 
– they wanted to foster these local 
connections between themselves and 
the consumer.

“If  it is vague or too wide-open, 
and you don’t have that connection 
with the community, it defeats the 
purpose,” says Rafael. “We try to 
source as much as possible from local 
farms here in Ontario. Sometimes 
we have to supplement with produce 
from somewhere else, but it is locally 
focused. A lot of  people try to promote 
“buy local” but in many cases buying 
local, like conventional produce, 
probably isn’t doing much to benefit 
the environment as if  you are using 
organic, even though you are bringing 
it from somewhere else.”

Through the fledgling business, 
customers can purchase a weekly box 
of  fruit and vegetables to be delivered 
to the door, which is, at the end of  the 
day, customizable depending on what’s 
in season and, of  course, to your own 
personal taste.

“This concept is what we call ‘Best 
of  Season’,” says Rafael. “You won’t 
get the same thing in each box every 
time. It changes week to week because 
we are looking at the market and 
getting the fresh fruit that is available 
every week. We try to assemble a box 
along those lines, offering a good mix 
of  fruit and vegetables, but if  you 
don’t want any fruits or vegetables 
in particular, you can exclude that 
from your delivery and do some 
customization.”

On their first delivery, Rafael and 
Lisette say they were thrilled to 
find organic avocados in their box. 
Whether that sold them on the concept 
or not, it brought back a nice taste of  
home.

“We love everything that is fresh,” he 
says. “This morning we had watermelon 
which was organic, not genetically 
modified, it came with all the seeds, 
so it reminded us of  when we were 
kids eating those fruits in Mexico that 
they were not genetically modified, as 
opposed to the ones you get now without 
the seeds. Anything that would be fresh 
and anything that is guaranteed fresh, 
we have a bias towards!”

For more information on Organics 
Live, visit organicslive.com, or visit with 
Rafael and Lisette at the 25th Feast of  
Fields, which will be held at King’s Cold 
Creek Conservation Area this Sunday, 
September 7 from 1 – 6 p.m.

The local franchise of Organics Live, serving Aurora, King and Oak Ridges, is a 
family operation.                     Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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New Aurora, Newmarket, and Georgina moms top demand 
at Rose of Sharon

By Brock Weir

Rose of  Sharon provides services 
for young mothers to young families 
throughout York Region, but when it 
comes to the number of  people coming 
through their doors, Aurora is among 
the top three municipalities that come 
to use their services.

The Newmarket-based non-profit has 
lent a hand to young moms since its 
inception nearly 30 years ago and, for the 
second year running, it has been named 
one of  the 15 community beneficiaries 
of  the annual Wild, Wild West Hoedown, 
hosted by Magna International next 
weekend.

Rose of  Sharon provides help for 
young women and, more recently, young 
fathers as well, to learn how, and what 
resources are available to help them 
raise their children and form strong 
family bonds. With Aurora leading the 
way with Newmarket and Georgina 
with families in need, proceeds from 
this year’s Hoedown will have a direct 
impact on the community.

“When we applied to Hoedown, we 
were really thinking about one program 
specifically, and that is our Mothers 
Matters program,” says Melissa 
Robinson of  Rose of  Sharon. “The 
program works in collaboration with 
Children’s Aid of  York Region (CAS) 
and we get moms who are at risk of  
child welfare involvement, or have child 
welfare involvement, work alongside 
the CAS to understand what they need 
to do and what is being asked of  them by 
their workers to improve their parental 
capacity. 

“It is very strength-based and it is 
to encourage young mothers to raise 
secure children.”

A significant chunk of  the program 
focuses on parenting skills, attachment, 
and reducing isolation that might be felt 
by young mothers who are experiencing 
the same challenges in their lives. The 
program currently runs twice a year 

but with their 
share of  the 
Hoedown pot, 
they hope 
to increase 
s u p p o r t 
not only 
to existing 
programs but 
also get a third 
session off  the 
ground. 

“ T h e 
biggest thing 
with our 
moms is really 
to get them to 
a place,” says 
Ms. Robinson. 
“One way 
the money is 
s u p p o r t i v e 
to us is that 
transportation 
is a huge barrier to service for a lot of  
these moms. If  we can get them to a 
program where they are not isolated, 
that is really important. Sometimes 
there is a lot of  embarrassment for 
them, there is a lot of  judgement towards 
them, specifically to young mothers. 
If  they are in any kind of  difficult 
situation, we want them to really come 
out to programs to feel confident as 
parents, be with other parents of  the 
same age. It is difficult for a mom that is 
17 or 18 to be in the same program as a 35 
year old. They are in very different ages 
and stages of  their lives and they have 
different issues.”

With Aurora, Newmarket and 
Georgina appearing to be the 
communities in biggest need of  Rose of  
Sharon’s services, they aim to support 
any women that come to them from their 
teens to the age of  25. As to why these 
numbers are trending higher in York 
Region’s northern tier, Ms. Robinson 
says they have a few theories. Talking 
to those who come into their programs, 

they find 
those in the 
southern tier 
typically take 
a d v a n t a g e 
of  programs 
offered in the 
evenings or at 
different times 
because these 
mothers are 
often working 
or in school. 

In recent 
years, Rose of  
Sharon has 
also found 
a growing 
interest in 
their services 
from young 
dads, often 
looking for 
counselling 

alongside their partners or co-parents.
“It is great,” says Ms. Robinson. 

“When you’re talking about family 
strengthening strategies and keeping 
families together, 
albeit they are 
young, it doesn’t 
matter, but it is 
a great way to 
put forward the 
effort together. 
The challenge 
we find now is 
our services are 
directly to the 
mums and we 
know that when 
we’re supporting 

mum, we’re supporting the father or 
any other immediate family members.”

After a recent pilot program based 
in Georgina focusing on healthy 
relationships, communications, and 
how to co-parent, they had a great 
reception from eight couples looking 
to build this family bridge. Now the big 
question is whether they will be able to 
take this program out of  the pilot stage 
into something more substantial. 

“It comes down to resources, so a 
long-term vision for us is to either look 
at more joint initiatives with agencies 
that have some of  these programs, or be 
a lead and expand it to fathers and more 
couple counselling for families. It’s not 
just about young mothers, but others 
who are helping her care for her baby.”

A full weekend of  Hoedown 
celebrations kicks off  with the finals of  
the 2014 Hoedown Showdown on Friday, 
September 12, and the main Hoedown 
event on Saturday, September 13. For 
ticket information, visit www.hoedown.
ca. For more information on Rose of  
Sharon, visit www.therose.ca. 

Backing up this bold prediction, Mr. 
Ballard cited test runs undertaken by 
the Province on the GO Train corridor 
between Ajax and Oakville. In this 
two-year pilot project, Metrolinx, the 
department overseeing GO services, ran 
30 minute GO train service between the 
two municipalities. Within six months, 
ridership was up over 32 per cent and, 
in turn, the amount of  government 
subsidies required to keep the corridor 
going went down due to increased 
revenue.

“Politicians and economic 
development people from Ajax and 
Oakville started showing up at Queen’s 
Park and [asking for] a guarantee that 
it was not a two year experiment,” 
said Mr. Ballard of  benefits to business 
recognized by stakeholders during the 
test run. “The Province looked into it 
and agreed to make that a permanent 
service and now you can see wonderful 
things happening in Ajax and Oakville. 

“It is simply because the companies 
that are located there can get their 
workers there and they can get their 
workers home. It has brought significant 
tax revenues to those communities as 
well, so much so that even consultants 
that were advising the government 
were pretty stunned because it was 
bigger than they anticipated.”

The same things can happen in 
Aurora and Newmarket if  the transit 
proposal gets off  the ground, he said. 
Businesses will soon start looking to 
intensify, looking for redevelopment 
opportunities, and taking advantage of  
land still available for them to build on 
in Aurora. 

“I think we will see some really good 
things,” said Mr. Ballard. “Not only will 
it help the people who asked me what I 
can do for them, not only will it make 
their commute to Toronto, for those 
who work in Toronto, much easier, it 
will make access to [post-]secondary 
school education easier. 

“Ultimately, what I would like to see 
is those high-paying jobs people have to 
commute to Toronto [for], located right 
here in Newmarket-Aurora.”

Ultimately, however, this expansion 
of  the GO service will come at a 
price. Any spending will have to be 
found through efficiencies, he said, 
and the Government is committed to 
eliminating the deficit by 2017-2018, and 
there will be decisions that have to be 
made. 

“I am not daydreaming,” said Mr. 
Ballard. “This can be done and it will 
be done.”

Beyond the benefits of  attracting 
business to the community, Mr. Ballard 
also extolled the benefits such a move 
would have on existing businesses. 

With more GO Train service, more 
cars will be taken off  the road, not only 
reducing the commute times of  those 
braving the highways into Toronto but 
also making it easier for raw products 
travelling Ontario’s highways to get to 
their ultimate destination.

“I have had people say to me, ‘I don’t 
take the GO Train, so it doesn’t really 
matter,’ but if  we can take 10,000 cars 
off  the road ahead of  you or your 
truck, suddenly the penny drops and 
people realise what we’re really talking 
about is the easier transportation 
of  goods, services and people and 
that has a significant impact on our 
manufacturing businesses here in 
Town.”

From page 1

Transit improvements would be boon 
to local business, says Ballard

Rose of Sharon is one of 15 York Region  
charities that will split all proceeds raised for 
this year’s Hoedown.    

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill Liberals 
wait for nomination date

By Brock Weir

While Aurora Liberals living north of  Wellington 
Street gear up to acclaim their next Federal 
candidate on Monday, those living south of  the new 
Federal boundary are cooling their heels.

Few people are looking at their calendars with 
more expectation than Richmond Hill lawyer Mr. 
Cherniak was the first candidate out of  the gate to 
declare his interest in carrying the Liberal banner 
for the newly-created riding, challenging confirmed 
Conservative candidate, and incumbent MP Costas 
Menegakis, in the election expected in the fall of  
2015. 

In between his day job, as well 
as doing his part looking after 
his infant son, who was born just 
three weeks ago, Mr. Cherniak 
has been spending his time going 
door-to-door, introducing himself  
to as many people as possible, 
and encouraging them to join the 
party.

“What I am hearing is Liberals 
in our riding are looking for a 
good candidate who is going to be 
able to go door-to-door and appeal 
to the average person,” he says. 
“We know now that the opponent 
is going to be Costas Menegakis, 
so it has to be someone with good 
business experience that can match up to him.

“I have been running my own law firm for six 
years now, including training articling students 
to be lawyers and creating jobs in the community. 
I have also been involved in the Liberal party for 
about 16 years now as a volunteer and have held 
various leadership roles, travelling thousands of  
miles across the Province to help the Liberal party 
even during times when things weren’t as good for 
us since 2006.”

Going door-to-door, however, Mr. Cherniak 
says he gets the feeling there is significantly more 
optimism among residents towards the Liberal 
party than there was in the past couple of  elections. 
The party is doing well in the polls, he says, but that 
is not something they can bank on. It is time to hit 
the pavement, and members are turning out excited, 
feeling the tools are in place to win an election. 

“This time the optimism really is stronger and 
there is almost a sense that if  we don’t do it this 
time, when are we going to do it?” he says. “People 
are feeling very good, feeling very confident and 
they are expecting to pick up a lot of  seats, certainly 
in York Region. During the last election, people 
were optimistic in York Region but in this election, 
there is really an expectation of  winning in York 
Region.”

Aside from approved poll numbers, one key 
difference that might factor into the chances of  
local Liberals is a new leader in Justin Trudeau, 

he says. Mr. Trudeau has proven himself  a “very 
smart and capable politician” able to gauge the 
mood of  the nation, and engage people from coast 
to coast, he adds.

While the Conservatives have tried to make 
an election issue out of  Mr. Trudeau’s stance on 
marijuana (a position Mr. Cherniak says supports 
his view that pot laws “clearly aren’t working”), he 
sees local issues being centred on transportation 
and transit, particularly on Yonge Street, improving 
GO service, and making sure the Province has the 
support from the Federal government to follow 
through on projects they have prioritized.

Youth employment is another 
issue which he has heard from 
residents, particularly what Mr. 
Cherniak sees as a lack thereof. 

“We have been seeing the youth 
unemployment rate at about double 
the adult unemployment rate but at 
the same time you have a very strong 
underemployment problem,” he 
says. “In the last jobs report, you 
have 200,000 full-time jobs lost 
and 60,000 part-time jobs created. 
You can look at this as more jobs 
created, but you have to recognize 
that people can’t live on part-time 
jobs and that is a problem if  it is 
an ongoing trend in the economy, 
w h i c h 

it has been under the 
Conservatives.”

Whenever Aurora-Oak 
Ridges-Richmond Hill 
Grits get the call that a date 
has been set to pick their 
candidate, it will still likely 
be approximately a year 
before Canadians go to the 
polls. Until then it is anyone’s 
guess on what issue will make 
residents sit up and take 
notice and ultimately become 
engaged in the federal vote. 

“I know the Conservatives 
are trying to make marijuana 
the main issue, but that is not 
the issue I am hearing from 
people at the doors. I think 
they have misjudged it. I think 
the main issue in the next 
election is going to be about 
whether we want to continue 
with the sort of  secretive, 
mean-spirited government 
we have now under Harper, 
versus the positive outlook 
that Justin Trudeau is going 
to be offering.”

Jason Cherniak
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Ballet | Jazz | Tap | Acrobatics | Modern | Hip Hop  Lyrical | Musical Theatre  

Fall Classes Start September 6th
Competitive Tryouts:
• August 21 & 28 from 5–7pm
Fall Registration At The Studio:
• August 11–15 from 10am–4pm
• August 18–19 & 22 from 12–4pm
• August 20–21 from 12–8pm
• August 27–28 from 3–8pm
• September 2–4 from 3–8pm

• Competitive & Recreational Classes
• Annual Recital & Summer Camps

• Spring & Summer 8-Week Sessions
• Award Winning Studio

• Open Since 2001 
• 5800 Sq. Ft. Facility with 3 Studios

• Large Viewing Windows
• Kitchen, Spacious Change 

Room & Playroom

Register Anytime by phone or email!
www.northernlightsdance.com

studio@northernlightsdance.com
5 Vata Crt., Unit 1 & 2, Aurora | 905-713-0555

ADAPT Certified 

FALL REGISTRATION GUIDE

 

 
 

 
 
 
Learn to Twirl          Competitive Team & Solo          
Pre-Competitive     Dance Technique      
Badges                   Travel Opportunities                                                                              
Parades & Shows    All ages & levels!!  
 

Newmarket            Aurora            East Gwillimbury 

     
 

905 727-7586     spectrumbaton@rogers.com 
eteamz.com/spectrumnorthbaton 

 

      

                                School of Dancing

ACROBATICS • HIP HOP 
BALLET • JAZZ • TAP 

MUSICAL THEATRE 
CONTEMPORARY 

COMPETITIVE AND RECREATIONAL 
AGES 3 AND UP 

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CLASSES: 
By phone: 905-727-5494 or at the Studio 

August 27-28, noon - 6pm  September 3–4, 4-8pm

Call for more information, drop by, check us on facebook or at 

WWW.JAYMORSCHOOLOFDANCING.COM
15 Furbacher Lane, Aurora

GATEWAY LANES

210 Edward Street | 905-727-2900
www.gatewaylanes.ca

Register now for: 
Adult Leagues 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday nights 
Day Time Senior Leagues 

Also New 
Children’s League 

(ages 5 - 12) 
5 Pin League 

Youth 10 Pin League 
(ages 9-18) 

Sat morning 9:30 a.m. 
September Free – Kids & Youth only 

Starting – Saturday 6th 
Professional Instruction 

Call for More Information

141 KING ROAD, UNIT 9, OAK RIDGES
JUST WEST OF YONGE ST. sdadance@bellnet.ca

Exciting annual recital with proceeds to charity

August 28 – 1:00 – 9:00 pm
September 2,3,4 – 4:30 – 8:30 pm

Limited space available in some classes - call to pre register 
905-773-7013  905-727-3066

OPEN HOUSE & REGISTRATION

DENISE SOMERVILLE QUINN, DIRECTOR
HONOURS B.A., DANCE, UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO

Member & Examiner P.A.E.C.
Fully certified and 
creative instructors
Exam preparation
Award winning competitive team
3 bright spacious studios
Closed circuit TV for viewing classes

   Somerville Dance
     Academy established 1993

• Ballet • Acrobatics • Creative Dance • Tap 
• Contemporary/Modern • Jazz • Hip Hop • Musical Theatre

• Ballet • Acrobatics • Creative Dance • Tap 

A
Fun Place
to Learn
& Grow

FOR
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FORFALL REGISTRATION GUIDE

Youth, from age 3 to adult, we provide a memorable dance experience

Dance class sizes are limited to ensure personal attention

All teachers are fully qualified professionals & members of various 
dance associations including:; I.S.T.D., C.D.T.A, R.A.D. & P.A.E.C.       

 Dance Birthday Parties and Teacher Training Programs             

All studios feature state of the art sound equipment, sprung 
dance floors, parent viewing, mirrors & proper ballet barres

Numerous community event performance opportunities

Competitive Performance Program

Exam & Freestyle classes in Acro Dance, Classical Ballet, Pointe, 
Contemporary, Hip Hop, Modern, Lyrical, Tap, Jazz, Latin & Salsa

We are committed to inspiring and nurturing individuality 
and talent in a personal and friendly manner 
Come and find out why so many families choose YDA!

Aurora
305 Industrial Parkway S. 

Units 19 & 20 
905-726-1241

Stouffville
30 Innovator Avenue 

Unit 1
905-640-6082

17665 Leslie Street, Unit 2 
(Colour Town Plaza)

905-836-4939

Newmarket

Join us on August 26th & 27th at all 
locations for FREE dance classes 

and in person registration.

Turning Dreams into Realities

Alliston • Aurora • Beeton • Bolton •  Bradford • Caledon • King City • Kleinburg • Maple
Nobleton • Oak Ridges • Richmond Hill • Schomberg • Tecumseth • Tottenham • Woodbridge

Skate

Get Fit & Have Fun

Recreational and Competitive 
                    speed skating for all ages and skill levels.

Try speed skating for

FREE!    - Tuesday Sept. 9 & 16, 7pm
- Thursday Sept. 11 & 18, 5pm 

NOBLETON ARENA

Skates Provided
Register today,

www.kingspeedskating.com
905.859.0056 EXT 5232

 Extra night
 of skating
          now
  available

905.758.7877

NorthEast
construction
Design + Build + Renovate

C A L L  U S  F O R  A  Q U O T E

27

905-478-2323
1-866-23SOD4U

www.sod4u.ca
info@sod4u.ca

• Top Quality Kentucky Bluegrass 
Nursery Sod available for pick-up or 
delivery

• Sod installation
• Grass seed, mulch & lawn fertilizer
• Large Bags of Top Soil
•  Homeowners/Landscapers Welcome
• Excellent Pricing

Family Owned & Operated
Queensville Sod Farms Ltd.

Get the beautiful lawn you’ve
   always dreamed of in one day!

21468A Leslie St.,
Queensville

(North of Newmarket)

“In Sod We Trust!”
Member N.S.G.A.

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Terry Eckert
Sales Representative

Call or email for a complimentary 
& confi dential Home Marketing Analysis 

& Professional Home Staging 
Consultation...I’ll also outline my unique 

Decorating Works! bonus package.

GIANT CONTENT/ESTATE SALE

SAT. SEPT 6
8am - 4pm

995 Muloch Dr, Newmarket

Lots of Unique and Designer 

More details at www.sellmystuffcanada.com 
email: newmarket@sellmystuffcanada.com

furniture, accessories and accents, including 
large oriental room screen, dining island, bedroom set, 
sofas, chandeliers, collectables, sports memorabilia, 
appliances,name brand clothes and shoes, art, china, 

crystal, Royal Doulton Figurines and much much more!! 

Ex-NHLer Greg Hotham lands in the Aurora Sports Hall of Fame
By Jake Courtepatte

Greg Hotham enters the Aurora 
Sports Hall of  Fame as one of  two 
residents inducted into the Athlete 
category in 2014.

Although Hotham was born in 
London, Ontario, his family moved to 
Aurora in 1960 when he was 
four years old. 

“I think the population 
around that time was maybe 
5,000 people,” said Hotham. 
“As a matter of  fact, my 
parents are still living in the 
same house.”

It was with the Aurora 
Minor Hockey Association 
that he first laced up his 
skates, playing house league 
until the age of  eight when he would 
move up to the Aurora Legion PeeWee 
All-Star team.

After being cut by the OHL’s Toronto 
Marlboros two years in a row, Hotham 
kept busy on his skates playing for both 
St. Andrew’s College and the Aurora 
Tigers in his teens. He would make his 
NHL debut in 1979, after being picked in 
the fifth round of  the 1976 NHL Draft by 
his hometown Toronto Maple Leafs.

Although the Hothams cheered for 
the Maple Leafs on television every 
Saturday, Hotham 
admitted that 
growing up he had 
a soft spot for the 
Detroit Red Wings 
because of  his 
favourite player, 
Gordie Howe.

Hotham then 
spent part of  
three seasons 
with the Maple 
Leafs, acquiring 
fifteen points 
over sixty games 
before moving to 
the Pittsburgh 
Penguins.

Coming full 
circle, Hotham 
ended his 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
career where it 
all began – in 
Newmarket, with 
the Newmarket 

Saints of  the AHL.
“There were some other opportunities, 

but at the time I had a young family. My 
wife was a school teacher, and she was 
trying to get back into teaching full-
time. There didn’t seem to be any reason 
to go anywhere else really, to have to 
restart a lot of  new things and with the 

boys just going into school. 
So it was nice to stay at home 
and still play at a pretty high 
level.”

With his playing days 
behind him, Hotham coached 
the Newmarket Saints from 
1986 to 1990, and founded the 
Hotham Sports Centre.

Hotham is part of  a 2014 
ASHoF class that includes 
the likes of  international 

soccer player Ed McNally and Aurora 
Storm founder Bruce Stafford.

“It’s exciting, obviously there are 
some pretty good athletes in the area. 
Having grown up here, I know a few of  
the Hall-of-Famers personally. There 
are a lot of  good memories in Aurora. 
If  you’re going to get into any Hall of  
Fame for a sport, it doesn’t matter 
whether it’s the local Hall of  Fame or 
the Hockey Hall of  Fame, anytime you 
get the opportunity it’s pretty cool.

“I’ve been out of  it for a little over 

twenty years now, and sometimes you 
think that things have probably been 
forgotten, but it’s kind of  nice to get 
recognized for 
your hard work 
and the things 
that you’ve done.”

As an ex-Leaf, 
The Auroran 
also had to get 
Hotham’s “two-
cents” on the 
upcoming 2014-
2015 season.

“There are a 
lot of  good teams, 
and unfortunately 
I just don’t see 
them making 

the playoffs again. But it will come 
eventually. Toronto’s just dying for a 
playoff  run.”
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Kleinburg – future home of the Pierre Berton Discovery CentreKleinburg – future home of the Pierre Berton Discovery CentreKleinburg – future home of the Pierre Berton Discovery Centre

Please join the residents of Kleinburg and Area
for a fun-� lled day!

Gates open at 9 a.m. Please leave pets at home.

ARTISANS, EXHIBITORS, AND CRAFTS
MAIN STAGE ENTERTAINMENT FEATURING:

12:00 noon - Opening Ceremonies with TAYLOR MADE TRIO
1:00 pm - Old Tyme Fashion Show
1:30 pm - TBA
2:30 pm - A Taste of Nova Scotia with Tommy Leadbeater,
  Kieran Devoy & Kyle Charron (Celtic, Folk, Pop)
3:30 pm - THE DIRTY DISHES (Toronto’s Hottest Country/Bluegrass/Gospel Band)
4:45 pm - The Legendary BINDER TWINE QUEEN Contest!

Organized 100% by volunteers.  All net proceeds going to charitable organizations, community projects, and student scholarships.

Plus:  Food Booths,
Sarsaparilla, Beer Garden,

Demonstrations,
and more!

PLEASE LEAVE PETS AT HOME

Admission:
ADULTS: $8 • SENIORS/YOUTH: $6 • CHILDREN (2 - 12 years): $3

Everyone in period costume: FREE
Parking Available: $2
1. École Publique La Fonataine
2. Foster T. Woods Memorial Woodlot
3. McMichael Canadian Collection
4. Kleinburg Public School
5. Handicap Parking: Kleinburg Public Library

www.BinderTwine.ca

Children’s Pioneer Parade - 10:40 a.m.
 Featuring the Binder Twine Mouse!

Tim Hortons Children’s World: Tiger Paw Exotics and Petting Zoo,
La� -A-Matic Comic Juggler-Unicyclist, McMichael Canadian Art Collection, 

Vaughan Public Library, Face-Painting and more!
Royal Bank Young Pioneers Olde Tyme Activities:

 Log Sawing, Nail Driving, Stilt Walking, Seed Spitting, Hoops, Ring Toss
Quilt Square Judging and Ra�  e

Around the Village:
Traditional Scottish Pipe Band, Freshwater Trade, Dave Hoy,

Emily & Friends Fiddlers and Step Dancers, and more!

Saturday, September 6, 2014
Binder Twine Festival

48th Annual Kleinburg
and Area

(905) 887-5801      |      twhitaker@meadowbrookgolf.net       |       www.meadowbrookgolf.ca

Fo r  f u l l  d e a t i l s  o n  t h i s  p r e v i e w  o ff e r,  C a l l  o r  e m a i l  u s  t o d a y.

No Start Up Fees 
until 2016

 

Play The Rest 
of 2014 

Pay $1000
Towards 2015 Dues

Meadowbrook is a wonderful place to play golf.  Our rolling parkland style course is spread over 150 acres 
just north of Toronto. Just a few minutes off Highway 404 at Stouffville Road.  Family friendly, with excellent 
practice facilities and an additional Par 3 course, Meadowbrook is private golf at it’s best.

PAY NO INITIATION FEES OR OTHER STARTUP COSTS UNTIL 2016.

PAY JUST THE APPLICABLE ANNUAL DUES AND ENJOY A SEASON OF PRIVATE GOLF.

N O W
JOIN

J O I N  M E A D O W B R O O K  F O R  2 0 1 5  A N D  P L A Y  
T H E  R E S T  O F  T H I S  S E A S O N  F O R  F R E E .

A  P R E V I E W  M E M B E R S H I P  O F F E R :

FREE GOLF

Jays set to face off against Ivy 
Leafs in NDBL Championship

Sport Aurora Breakfast of 
Champions Spotlight: Aurora 
Barbarians u18 are 2013 
Ontario Champions

By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Jays senior men’s baseball 
team is three wins away from their first-
ever North Dufferin Baseball League 
(NDBL) title.

After steamrolling their way through 
the first two rounds, sweeping both Barrie 
and New Lowell in 
six games total, the 
Jays now face their 
toughest opponent 
yet in the Ivy Leafs.

The Leafs 
finished the season 
in third place, two 
points behind the 
l e a g u e - l e a d i n g 
Jays.

Ivy is also riding 
a high heading to 
the championship 
series, coming off  
a second-round 
win that saw them 
defeat the Bolton 
Brewers, winners 
of  the last five 
Strother Cups.

And Jays coach 
Rob Wilson said his 
team is not taking 
their opponent 
lightly.

“We were able to 
find some success 
against them 
sduring the season, 
but we really expect 
Ivy to come out guns blazing on Saturday.”

Wilson said this year’s Ivy team is 
stronger than in past years, with the 
acquisitions of  Todd Gowan and pitcher 

Brad Grieveson.
“They’ve always been a strong hitting 

team, but this year they picked up even 
more excellent hitting and pitching. Those 
two are among the best in their disciplines. 
It definitely bolsters their roster.

However, after finishing first in the 
regular season standings, Wilson says the 

Jays are just going 
to stick to their 
game.

“We’re quite 
confident we can 
put up runs in 
bunches, and our 
consistency on 
defence has been 
key all year long.”

“We might be 
the team to beat on 
paper, but we have 
a healthy dose of  
respect for Ivy and 
are ready to bring 
our ‘A’ game.”

Although the 
NDBL is on a short 
break before the 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
kicks off  Saturday, 
the Jays stayed 
in playing form 
last weekend at 
the Senior AA 

Provincials in 
Orillia.

After a first-
round bye, the 
Jays finished third 

overall after a win over London and a loss 
each to Exeter and New Lowell.

For full NDBL schedules and stats, visit 
www.ndbl.ca.

As the final whistle sounded on the 2013 
Ontario u18 championship match with the 
score tied 12-12, Barbarians coach Ryan 
Stickle proudly announced to the nervous 
team that there was nothing to worry 
about as his team, “had the best kicker in 
Ontario.” 

Fortunately for the him, and the rest 
of  the team, Coach Stickle was absolutely 
correct as kicker Connor Chown was 
perfect, converting all three attempts, in the 
penalty kick shootout to give Aurora the 
win, 15- 12 over Bytown Blues from Ottawa.

The win capped a wonderful season for 
the u18 team, a season in which they had 
an overall record of  ten wins and only two 
losses and a remarkable run of  five wins 
in four days to win both the Toronto Rugby 
Union Championship and the Provincial 

Finals.
Their play-off  run began with a 

convincing 27-11 win over Barrie. The score 
was close at half  but a strong second period 
prevented any possible comeback. Scoring 
for Aurora with tries were captain Marnus 
Coetzee, with three, plus singles by Liam 
Kennelly and DJ Dillon. Chown added to 
the scoring with two converts.

Next up was an extremely tough match 
against Mississauga. The game was a close 
physical encounter between two teams 
unwilling to give even an inch. At the final 
whistle the scores were level at 22, and the 
game went to overtime. A successful penalty 
kick by Chown less than two minutes into 
the sudden death was the difference maker 
and Aurora was on to the Toronto Rugby 

The Aurora Jays swept the New Lowell 
Knights 3 - 0 in the semifinals of the 
NDBL playoffs. 

Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  KROEHLER!  BRENTWOOD!   
KINGSDOWN!    ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

COME EARLY! CROWDS WILL BE LARGE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

CQ Hair Studio 
Welcomes

Nella 
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com

from St. Andrews Village to its team.

OUR TEAM IS GROWING

Tigers wrap up undefeated OJHL preseason ahead of next week’s season opener
By Jake Courtepatte

The Aurora Tigers Junior A 
hockey team didn’t skip a beat in the 
offseason, continuing their stellar 
play where it left off  last season.

The St. Michael’s Buzzers came 
to Aurora on August 22 to open the 
preseason schedule. Down 3-2 after 
two periods, the Tigers rallied to 
score five goals in the third against 
the 2013 OJHL champs.

Three days later, the Buzzers 
hosted the Tigers, where the scoring 
frenzy continued as the Tigers won 
handily 6-0. Andy Munroe picked up 
the shutout in the win.

The Newmarket Hurricanes then 
made the short trip to Aurora last 
Wednesday, to face off  for the first 
time since the Tigers swept the 
Hurricanes in the first round of  the 
OJHL playoffs last season.

Eric Williams led the way for the 

Tigers, scoring a goal 
and three assists in a 5-1 
win. The rematch two 
days later saw a much 
closer competition 
game, with the Tigers 
squeaking out a 2-1 
victory in overtime 
to end the preseason 
schedule with a 4-0 
record.

Despite their impressive preseason 
performance, the 2014-2015 Tigers 
team experienced a big roster 
turnover from last season. All in 
all, the team added one goalie, four 
defencemen and eleven forwards.

“If  you’re doing your job of  moving 
kids onto higher levels, then you’re 
going to be adding new guys every 
year,” said James Richmond, Tigers 
head coach and general manager.

“On the whole, the team looked 
great,” said Richmond. “We’re happy 

with everybody.”
“We’ve got a real 

strong character in 
the room already this 
year. We’ve got good 
speed, we’re strong on 
the puck…those are 
the things that make a 
difference.”

The Tigers finished 
first in the North 

Division and second in the OJHL last 
season with a 38-
12-1-2 record, good 
for 79 points. 

H o w e v e r , 
they met a 
strong Toronto 
L a k e s h o r e 
Patriots team in 
the Buckland Cup 
finals, falling in 
six games while 
looking for their 

first league title since 2007.
The team now heads to Vermont for 

an NCAA showcase, before opening 
the regular season in Stouffville on 
Saturday, September 13. 

Fans will be able to get their first 
look at the 2014-2015 team at their 
home opener against Hamilton on 
Sept. 19.

For full schedules, stats, and 
information, check out www.
auroratigers.pointstreak.com.

Union (TRU) Final. 
Other scoring for Aurora were tries by 

Gustavo Mozzato, Adam Hankins, Kennelly 
and Coetzee, while Chown added a convert.

The TRU Final was held that afternoon 
and after only a short rest the team 
was back on the field, this time against 
Markham Irish. Once again the boys rose 
to the occasion and played in impressive 
fashion defeating their rivals 22-0 to capture 
the title. Scoring tries were Dillon, Mozzato, 
Coetzee and Chown added a penalty and a 
conversion.

That victory earned them a spot the next 
day’s Ontario Cup semi-final match against 
Sarnia. So, for the fourth time in four days 
the coaches began preparation for another 
win-or-go-home match. 

This time the decision was never in doubt 
with Aurora cruising to a comfortable 32-0 
win. Scoring was led by Ben Risi with three 
tries and singles from Kennelly, Jordan 
Marsh and Anthony Veltri. Chown added 
a single convert into a very difficult wind.

After the match, Chown received 
support and advice from the coaches to 
just worry about making good contact 
on his kicks and to try not to think about 
the wind. It proved prophetic advice as 
the Ontario Final was decided by the cool 
accurate kicking of  Chown.

At the kick-off, Aurora was beginning 
its fifth match in four days while their 
opponent, Bytown, were well-rested and 
eager to play exciting attacking rugby. 
However, Aurora struck first when fullback 
Dillon scooped up a loose ball and ran 60 
meters to score under the posts. Chown 
added two with the convert and Aurora was 
up by seven. 

Bytown pushed through to lead 12-7 with 
time running down in the second half, but 
winger Luc Travell escaped the clutches 
of  his opposite number and outraced 
the defenders to score and tie the match. 
Unfortunately Chown missed this convert 
and the game ended 12-12. With no sudden 
death overtime the game was to be decided 
in a penalty kicks shoot out.

Each kicker made the first two, but 
when the Blues kicker pushed his third 
attempt wide it opened the door for 
Aurora. As Chown’s kick sailed through 
the uprights loud cheers were heard as the 
Aurora Barbarians were the 2013 Ontario 
Champions!

Outstanding year brings u18 Barbs into spotlight

    
  
          AAurora MMinor 

               Hockey AAssociation 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2014/2015 REGISTRATION  

 
LAST DATES TO REGISTER BEFORE LATE FEES! 

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2014 
 
In office registration:  Wednesday, May 28 (6 pm – 9 pm) 
     Saturday, May 24 and May 31 (10 am – 1 pm) 
    
REGISTRATION fees for the 2014/2015 season are:  
 
 
$555.00  Players born 1994 through 2008* 
 
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2014* 
 
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2014* 
 
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2007 and 2008 must register in person and submit a copy of a 
birth certificate and proof of residency. It is recommended that 2008 players have either taken skating 
lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants. 
 
Refunds (less $25 administration fee) will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2014. 
 

NEW REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/ 
 

The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated that one parent per family must complete 
the online “Respect In Sport” – Parent Program in order for their child to be rostered to an 
AMHA team this season. 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2014. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SEPTEMBER 5 – 7 
The 8th annual Aurora Ribfest returns 

Friday for the “tastiest event of  the year”. 
Held at Machell Park, the event brings 
together five “ribbers” hailing from Fort 
Erie to Florida, and other tasty treats to 
satisfy every palate, and the traditional 
beer garden hosted by the Aurora Rotary 
Club. The celebrated Glass Tiger headlines 
Friday evening entertainment beginning at 
9 p.m., while Saturday is all about Platinum 
Blonde as they take the stage at 9 p.m. Age 
of  majority applies after 8 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.aurora.ca. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
The Aurora Seniors Association will host 

a Friday Night Social Dance this evening 
from 8 – 11 p.m. Singles and non-members 
always welcome. Admission is $4.50 for 
members of  the Association and $5 for non-
members. Tickets include light refreshments 
and a cash bar is available with wine and 
beer. The Aurora Seniors’ Centre is located at 
90 John West Way. 

SEPTEMBER 6 – 8
Wavestage Theatre Company is holding 

auditions for its 20th season musicals. We are 
interested in performers of  all ages. Peter 
Pan – seeking adult men to portray pirates, 
boys and girls to portray the children and 
animals of  Neverland, and adult women and 
teens to play Mrs. Darling, lost boys and other 
rolls. Adult men are also sought for roles in 
Guys and Dolls. For more information, visit 
www.wavestagetheatre.com.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
End of  Summer ART BLAST – Take 

a break from technology. Join artists from 
Sherman J. Studio and Local Colour Aurora 
as they show off  their latest paintings. 
Styles range from traditional to quirky and 
everything in between. Come and meet the 
artists and explore their visual language of  
shape and colour. This Fine Art Show and 
Sale takes place at 89 Temperance Street 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. All ages are welcome 
and admission is free.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
The 25th Anniversary Feast of  Fields 

Organic Food Festival will take place today 
from 1 – 6 p.m. at Cold Creek Conservation 
Area in King Township. “The Grande Dame” 
of  Organic Food Festivals, Feast of  Fields 
celebrates their milestone with a star-studded 
cast of  celebrity chefs, award-winning 
restaurants, Ontario’s finest VQA wine and 
micro-breweries, plus organic growers and 
producers. For more information, visit www.
feastoffields.org.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Band will 

host its first rehearsal of  the season this 
evening from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Rehearsals are held 
each Sunday at the same time. If  you are 
a brass, woodwind or percussion player 
with some concert band experience, 
you can attend two complimentary 
rehearsals before the membership fee 
applies.  For further information, contact 

auroracommunityband@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora meets 

today at the Royal Canadian Legion, 105 
Industrial Parkway North, from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. This month’s guest speaker is Flight 
Lt. Alex Campbell, a veteran of  the Second 
World War. For more information on our 
speaker, call program chair Cliff  White at 
905-841-2421. New members are welcome. 
To learn more about the club, contact Gary 
Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or join us at the 
meeting.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Amnesty International writes letters 

on current human rights issues tonight at 
7.30 p.m. at The Rectory, Trinity Anglican 
Church. 79 Victoria Street, Aurora. All are 
welcome. For more information, call 905-713-
6713.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Dust off  your cowboy boots and shoes 

for the Hoedown Showdown, taking place 
from 5 p.m. to midnight at the Magna Corral. 
Featuring headliner Tim Hicks and the 
Wolfcreek Band, and host Beverley Mahood, 
this year’s finalists in the local talent 
competition will compete for the crown – and 
the right to play before thousands tomorrow 
at the Wild, Wild West Hoedown. Admission 
is $25. For more information, visit www.
hoedown.ca. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors Association invites 

you to a Trivia Challenge at the Seniors’ 
Centre. Four games will be played and each 
table will form one team. Prizes for winning 
tables and door prizes. Light refreshments 
and dessert will be served at intermission. 
$10 per person. Seating is limited. The 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre is located at 90 John 
West Way. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
York Region’s biggest party returns to 

Aurora tonight with Magna’s Wild, Wild West 
Hoedown, featuring headliners Lonestar. For 
more information, including where to buy 
your tickets, visit www.hoedown.ca.

* * * * 
The Aurora Branch of  the Royal 

Canadian Legion will host a Country-
Western night this evening at 6.30 p.m. 
“Wanted: Cowboys and cowgirls. It’s gonna 
be a wild, wild west party with Miss Piggy 
on the barbeque, corn on the cob, assorted 
salads and desserts,” say organizers, but 
no comment at press time from Kermit the 
Frog. Advance tickets are available at the 
Legion for $15.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
The Aurora Community Arboretum 

will host their annual Shoreline Cleanup 
today beginning at 10 a.m. Interested 
volunteers are asked to meet at the gazebo 
near the Aurora Soccer Dome on Industrial 
Parkway North. For more information on 
the cleanup and other activities, contact the 
Arboretum at 905-727-3492 or email trees@

COMING EVENTS

EST. 1972

905-727-3210
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

www.embassycards.com
Tel: 905-841-9700  Fax: 905-841-8743

 cards@embassycards.com

Business cards, Brochures, Flyers 
Custom Designs for All your Marketing needs!

Express Printing - same day!
Large Format Design (Signs & Banners)
 Custom Greeting / All Occasion Cards

Embassy Print & Design

Wedding Invitation Packages!

Sales Representative,
Trends Realty Inc.

Maria Ongaro

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City
maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

b 905-833-0111
c  289-221-4564

Service You Deserve,
Someone You
Can Trust

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

The last market day of  August is now 
history and we look forward to the very 
busy days of  September, when everyone 
is back to school and work. 

The farmers’ tables will be piled high 
with beautiful produce and there will be 
lots of  choice. In addition, we now have 
a local lamb farmer joining us and I will 
tell you more about them in a future 
column.

At the Market last Saturday, the second 
of  our wineries, Stanners Vineyard, was 
back for another visit. They are a family 
owned, artisan winery set in Hillier, 
Prince Edward County. The co-owners 
are Cliff  and Dorothy Stanners, and son 
and daughter-in-law, Colin Stanners and 
Mary Macdonald. 

The first inkling that they might begin 
a winery was triggered by a bicycling 
trip that Cliff  and Dorothy took around 
the county in 2002. There had been 
murmurings of  a wine region with a 
few wineries and a number of  vineyards 
soon to become wineries setting up 
locally. This seemed like an extremely 
appealing idea to all the family.

Dorothy and Cliff  were living 
in Quebec where Cliff  worked as a 
microbiologist in cancer research and 
Dorothy worked in the Beaconsfield 
library. Mary and Colin were then 
living in the San Francisco Bay area 
where Colin’s scientific background in 
physical chemistry eventually led to 
work in the computer industry. Mary 
worked as a potter/artist and, of  course, 
mother. 

Both families were making wines 
as amateurs at home and, in the early 
2000s, their lives were at transition 
points so they decided to jump into a 
new adventure. They bought the spot at 
76 Station Road in 2003 and planted the 
first acre in 2005. Then, beginning in 
2004, Cliff  and Dorothy gradually made 
the move from Baie D’Urfee to PEC as 
things wound down at Cliff’s lab. The 
Stanners-Macdonald family made the 
move in 2006.

They have nearly 8 acres planted 
with Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Pinot 
Gris. They produce wines from these 
3 varieties as well as Cabernet Franc 
and Riesling from grapes which they 
purchase.

Colin is their winemaker. Keenly 
dedicated to allowing the grapes to 
express their “terroir”, with patience 
and focus, Colin is producing polished, 
complex, award-winning wines, 
allowing the vintage to speak clearly 
and with purity. The combination of  
cool Lake Ontario breezes and limestone 
rich soil make for ideal conditions. They 
produce 1,000 cases per year (about 
12,000 bottles) so their small production 
allows them to create their wines gently 
and with minimum handling at each 
stage of  winemaking.

Their property 
totals 25 acres 
and borders the 
protected Hillier 
wetland which is 
home to a diverse 
bird population 
from herons 
to bitterns, 
w a r b l e r s , 
swallows, snipe 
and kingfishers, 
in addition to 
frogs, snakes and 
turtles.

In their four 
years of  retail 
operations their 
wines have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
garnered medals 
with InterVin 
Wine Awards and 
the Canadian 
Wine Awards/ 
Wine Align 
National Wine 
Awards Canada. 

Their Pinot 
Noir was 
recognized as 
Best Over-all 
at the Royal 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Winter Fair. Their 
wines are listed in 
fine restaurants 
in the Greater 
Toronto and 
Ottawa areas as 
well as locally 
and regionally. 
Dorothy and Cliff  
are the restaurant 
sales team and 
Mary is usually in 
the tasting room.

The winery 
p a r t i c i p a t e s 
in TASTE 
C o m m u n i t y 
Grown, a 

delightful celebration of  food 
and wine with seminars and 
cooking competitions. This 
year’s TASTE is on September 
27.

They welcome everyone 
to join their harvest parties, 
which are usually held around 
T hanksgiving. 
They also 
participate in 
Wassail during 
the last two 
weekends of  
November and 
the first weekend 
of  December. 
This is the Prince 
Edward County 
W i n e g r o w e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
celebration of  
the laying down 
and burying of  
the grape canes 
for their winter 
slumber and a big 
sigh of  relief  for 
the wine growers!

The next 
Special Event 
at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 
and Artisan Fair 
is our annual 
Apples and 
Honey Festival 
on September 6. 
We are hoping 
that the weather 
co-operates so 
that Andre can 
bring his bees to 

the Market. Our own Manatee 
Band will be playing and 
there will be a face painter, 
a scavenger hunt, crafts for 
kids and a draw for a Market 
bag full of  goodies at 12 noon.

See you at the Market!

Continued on page 17
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Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca | 905-727-3123 ext. 4226

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 7 p.m. at 
Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers, to consider the following planning application.

APPLICATION:    The Owner has submitted an Official Plan Amendment and Zoning Bylaw  
   Amendment Applications to allow a proposed community commercial  
   development over the 2.5 hectare of land. The proposed commercial  
   development includes a range of commercial uses including; grocery store,  
   restaurant, drug stores, bank and other retail commercial stores in  
   accordance to the 2B Secondary Plan (OPA 30).

PROPERTY:   800 St. John’s Sideroad

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of Lot 26, Concession 2

APPLICANT:  RCG Aurora North Limited Partnership 

FILE NUMBERS:  D09-02-12 and D14-09-12

CONTACT:  Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk of the Planning  
   & Development Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4343. Comments  
   may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department at  
   the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca  
   prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and number.

 

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/
or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant 
issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you 
should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the 
public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any 
personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless 
you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you 
are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose. The Town audio records 
Public Planning meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be 
audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct 
any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

Official Plan (O. Reg. 543/06)

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment is adopted, the person or public body is not 
entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora or The Regional Municipality of York, as the 
case may be, to the Ontario Municipal Board. If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submission to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Official Plan Amendment 
is adopted, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario 
Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public 
body as a party. If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed Official Plan Amendment or of the 
refusal of a request to amend the Official Plan, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the 
attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services. 

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board. If a person or public body does not make oral 
submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, 
the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so. If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of 
Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to 
the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.
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Arts & Culture

Culture Days at Theatre Aurora
By Bruce Williamson                                                                

Theatre Aurora is excited to be 
participating in the national Culture Days 
initiative with a special presentation of  a 
short reading from the theatre adaptation 
of  Aurora resident Marina Nemat’s 
compelling, bestselling memoir, Prisoner 
of  Tehran.

Prisoner of  
Tehran was the 
selected book of  
Aurora Public 
Library’s One Book 
One Aurora project. 
On Saturday, 
September 27, 
from 2 – 4 p.m., Ms 
Nemat will answer 
questions at the Library about her book 
and discuss her experiences at the age of  
16 when she was held as a political prisoner 
in the notorious Evin Prison in Iran at the 
time of  the overthrow of  the Shah.

As an introduction to her presentation, 
members of  Theatre Aurora will perform 
a short selection from Prisoner of  Tehran 
which was adapted into a stage play by 
Maja Ardal and performed at Theatre 
Passe Muraille in Toronto by the Contrary 
Company in 2012. 

Those seeking the full theatrical 
experience will not want to miss a staged 
reading of  the entire play performed by 
Theatre Aurora the preceding Thursday 
through Friday, September 18, 19 and 20. 

For people unfamiliar with this type of  
theatre format, a staged reading follows 
the script in its entirety and will be 
accompanied by lighting, sound and visual 
effects to assist the audience in following 
the scene, location and time changes, and 

to help portray the moods, tensions and 
reactions of  the actors as they become the 
characters in the script.

The theatrical adaptation of  Prisoner 
of  Tehran by Dora Award winning writer 
and director, Maja Ardal, was written to be 
performed by only three actors portraying 
more than 20 different characters. The 

script closely 
recounts the events 
and narrative of  
the book and will 
provide a chilling, 
provocative and 
moving evening 
of  theatre as an 
inspiring preview 
to the short 
presentation as part 

of  the Culture Days collaboration. 
Theatre Aurora has been a proud 

contributor to the rich and varied cultural 
community of  the Town of  Aurora for 56 
years, and we welcome this opportunity to 
collaborate with the Aurora Public Library 
in the presentation of  this inspiring 
memoir. 

This is a moving story of  faith and 
survival, and given the current global 
mood of  unrest and conflict, perhaps it is 
a story that will help to shed a bit of  light 
into some of  the dark places in our world.

The production of  this staged reading 
falls outside the Theatre Aurora subscriber 
series, but everyone is welcome, and we 
encourage the people of  Aurora to come 
and spend an engaging and entertaining 
evening at our local theatre on Henderson 
Drive. 

Tickets will be available at the box office, 
or online at the Theatre Aurora website, 
www.theatreaurora.com. 

Ms. Naylor-Thimm is taking a leading role 
in a second installment planned for next 
March, tentatively scheduled to coincide 
with International Women’s Day.

Before she moved to Aurora, Ms. Naylor-
Thimm was a lawyer working for the 
United Nations, advocating for the Baha’i 
International Community, an accredited 
NGO, to advocate for human rights all over 
the world and, in her case, Iran.

“I was focused on rights as it pertains 
to Freedom of  Religion and particularly 
in countries where it was denied,” she 
says. “We actually worked very closely 
with Canada through the United Nations 
General Assembly. Within that Assembly, 
there is one committee that focuses 
specifically on human rights and for the 
past 15 years, Canada has sponsored a 
resolution on the human rights situation 
in Iran, bringing up violations [of  the 
rights of] Christians, Jews, Baha’is, 
homosexuals, women, and any minorities 
having their rights violated in Iran.”

According to Ms. Naylor-Thimm, who 
is Baha’i herself, the Iranian government 
in the immediate aftermath of  the 1979 
Resolution effectively outlawed the 
democratically elected councils that 
governed the Baha’i faith at the local and 
national levels. They were denied access 
to universities and other forms of  post-
secondary education and, in many cases, 
banned from secondary and elementary 
schools as well, as well as being barred 
from holding government jobs.

“Their cemeteries have been 
desecrated and even the freedom just to 
meet together will often be interrupted 
[with them being] hauled off  to prison,” 
she explains. “Hundreds of  Baha’is have 
been imprisoned. In the 1980s a number 
of  them were actually executed because 

of  their beliefs 
and those were 
the situations 
we were talking 
about because 
we were familiar 
with them, but 
they are also 
similar situations 
faced by other 
minorities in 
Iran.”

When asked if  
she felt she and 
her group were 
truly making a 
difference when 
on the ground, 
Ms. Naylor-Thimm says one shouldn’t 
discount the power of  awareness. There is 
no world government that can “enforce a 
certain set of  norms” on governments and 
“shaming and embarrassing” a country 
not living up to universal standards of  
human rights can be very effective tools. 

“Certainly Iran fought back with 
everything they had,” she explains. “It 
wasn’t like they didn’t care. They would 
lobby really hard and deny that they were 
doing these things, deny it was a problem, 
but the truth is there. As an educated 
person, you can see all the accounts 
coming out of  the country and what was 
really going on, so it had the effect of  
the government realising the world is 
watching. Canada’s efforts in bringing 
this resolution have certainly been one 
thing that is consistently trying to shed 
light on a dark situation.”

After she came home and left the UN 
to raise her children, she said one of  the 
most significant things she learned is 
change can be made on many levels. As 
important as the work is there, it is equally 

From page 1

Individuals are often surprised by what they can do: lawyer
as important 
to have an 
impact on an 
individual, 
r e g a r d l e s s 
of  position, 
station, or 
age.

“To me, 
working to 
build a strong 
community 
here is just as 
important,” 
she says. 
“I know it 
sounds silly, 

but I do feel just as important doing that 
work at the United Nations because we 
are raising our future leaders. Our work 
of  raising these children will influence the 
future, hopefully. [These panels] are very 
timely and I know Aurorans are far away 
from what is happening, but people here 
have big hearts and are really concerned 
with social justice. 

“I was really inspired at the last panel 
with how much people cared. They wanted 
to know what they could do and how they 
could help and I think that is always a great 
thing to be a part of.”

For more information on upcoming 
events, visit www.library.aurora.on.ca. 

Aurora resident Tahirih Naylor-Thimm has 
studied human rights issues in Iran through  
the UN.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design
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TAKE A SHORTCUT
TO THE BEACH

Do you find yourself  wondering why the 
Centre isn’t open later? Most activities end 
around 3.45 p.m. to give members a chance 
to clean up and leave the building by 4:30 
p.m. when it officially closes. 

Some people prefer the early close so 
they can get home to prepare dinner and 
perhaps take care of  a few chores or maybe 
spend time with their grandchildren. The 
rest of  us just accept the fact it’s closed and 
follow the happy crowd out the door.

What you might not know, however, is 
that there are days in the week when the 
Centre stays open later. On Tuesdays, the 
doors close at 9 p.m. and on Fridays they 
shut at 11 p.m. Those evenings are used for 
two organized events: movies on Tuesdays 
and dances on Fridays. Card players take 
advantage of  these later closing times to get 
in a few extra games. If  you like billiards or 
snooker, the pool room is always available 
regardless of  the time of  day or evening. 
Just be sure to put it back the way you 
found it and shut out the lights when you’re 
done.

If  you are looking for ways to fill those 
two evenings, participate in the dances or 
check out a movie now and then. They are 
usually well-chosen and well-appreciated 
by attendees. 

For example, last month seniors watched 
Heaven is for Real starring Greg Kinnear 
and Kelly Reilly where a small-town father 
must find the courage and conviction to 
share his son’s extraordinary life-changing 
experience with the world. On August 
20, organizers held a special afternoon 
matinee featuring 12 Years a Slave starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Lupita Nyong’o. In 
the pre-Civil War United States, Solomon 
Northup, a free black man from upstate 
New York, is abducted and sold into slavery.

Each month, the movies are listed in 
the newsletter which is displayed on the 
reception desk. It also contains other 
announcements such as upcoming trips 
and special events. If  you are on the 
internet, you can read the newsletter online 
by going to the ASA website noted below.

Speaking of  entertainment. The 
recently new Keep on Singing program is 
open to anyone, regardless of  your singing 
talents. It’s a fun way for members to gather 
and enjoy some of  their favorite songs. 
Participants sing to guitar played by Dave 
Griffith and visit area senior residences to 
entertain their members. The group meets 
from 10.30 a.m. to noon every Thursday. For 
more information contact Dave Griffith at 
dvgriff@sympatico.ca or Judy at judy202@
rogers.com. 

Free medical advice
Two events will occur in September to 

help educate seniors on a few health issues. 
On Wednesday, September 24 at 1 p.m. 
the Centre will hold a seminar featuring 
Sobey’s Pharmacy. The representative will 
speak about common interactions between 
drugs, food and health conditions. 

On September 17 at 10.30 a.m., the 
Centre will hold a Blood Pressure Clinic 
in conjunction with Park Place Manor. 
A registered nurse will take your blood 
pressure and answer your questions on the 
topic.

Feel Better course
If  you’ve been feeling sluggish lately and 

wonder whatever happened to that youthful 
feeling, this course will help take you back. 
Several things have to come together for us 
to feel good, starting with better sleep and 
having more energy. This course teaches 
you how to get better sleep, feel happier, 
have more energy and confidence. It’s 
an opportunity for you to learn to get out 
more, enjoy better relationships and help 
others. These enjoyable 90-minute sessions 
run over eight installments and is called 
Living Life to the Full. 

It will run on Tuesdays from October 7 
to November 25 from 6 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. To 
register contact Carol Lever 905- 841-3977 
x2211 or email at clever@cmha-yr.on.ca. 
The cost is $150. 

Important dates
Here are two important dates to put on 

your calendar: Tickets are on sale now so 
don’t be disappointed. On Sunday, October 
5 at 2.30 p.m. the Centre welcomes the York 
Region Police Male Chorus and on Friday, 
October 10 the Silver Stars will have a 
Murder Mystery which have proven to be 
very popular in the past. More information 
is available at the Reception Desk.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

Seniors’ Centre 
opens late

SenIOr
SCAPe

Sylvia Dickens

More money needed to combat snow when 
it starts to fly this fall

By Brock Weir

It won’t be news to anyone, with the possible exception of  
snowbirds, but this past winter was one of  the most challenging 
in recent memory – and Aurora is still paying the cost for bearing 
Mother Nature’s wrath.

With far more weather “incidents” than what were 
anticipated during the 2014 Budget cycle, Councillors are set this 
week to approve a $225,000 budget increase to the 2014 Winter 
Maintenance program just to get through to the end of  2014.

In a recommendation coming forward to General 
Committee this week, Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure and Environmental services, says this budget 
increase will, if  approved by Council, come out of  Aurora’s tax 
rate stabilization reserve.

Further recommendations also cover new contracts for 
plowing roads and sidewalks through the next seven years. 

When Council last met in mid-August, ensuring the 
municipality had enough salt, sand, and equipment on the 
roads to get the Town through another harsh winter relatively 
unscathed was a key topic when reviewing budget shortfalls. 
Money set aside for the Department of  Infrastructure was just 
over $565,000 overbudget, over half  of  which could be attributed 
to greater-than-anticipated snowfalls. 

“As you might imagine, we have had a number of  additional 
events,” said Mr. Simanovskis, responding to questions from 
Councillor Michael Thompson, about the budget discrepancy. 
“We see 40 or 45 events a year, [but] we had over 60 events this 
year. An event is essentially any time that we have had to go 
out and cover the Town, whether it is salt-sand application or 
plowing. One storm might require two actual rounds, and those 
are the primary drivers for those cost increases.”

Additional costs came from managing facilities due to the 
“colder than usual” winter. Keeping everything working drove 
energy costs up, he added.

“We don’t have any money to actually do any sanding and 
snowplowing this fall,” Mr. Simanovskis concluded, following 
further questions from Councillor John Gallo on variances. 
“Because the winter program is split between two years, we 
spent the bulk of  the money from January into April and then 
from November to December. We have spent everything up until 
the April period.”

Outside of  the Infrastructure Department, the Town’s 
overall financial picture is looking up, according to staff. In a 
second report, Town Treasurer Dan Elliott said they forecast 
a year-end surplus of  nearly $420,000, stemming from “overall 
greater than anticipated revenues” driven by activities in the 
2C Development, which will bring thousands of  new homes 
and commercial developments to Aurora, as well as “general 
operational savings.”

Leading up to last month’s failure of  the long-proposed snow 
dump for Lambert Willson Park, which fell on a tie vote, snow 
and what to do with it, had provided some cool thoughts around 
the Council table during the long summer weeks. 

According to Bill Thompson of  the Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority (LSRCA), plans are underway to look at 
ways to whittle “broad-based Provincial objectives” of  snow and 
salt management down to “locally specific” recommendations 
for all communities living on and around tributaries flowing into 
Lake Simcoe. This culminated in a sub-watershed management 
plan for the east Holland River, which flows through Aurora, but 
more plans are under review.

The Conservation Authority, he said, needs to work with their 
municipal partners to develop ways to monitor meltwater going 
into the streams, reducing reliance on storm water management 
ponds with an eye towards more permeable pavement and other 
solutions, and how to mitigate the effects of  road salt. 

While Mr. Thompson said he and the LSRCA supported what 
was before Council last month as a “comprehensive” plan, he 
added more work needs to be done for “public education around 
the proper use of  salt” as well as mapping areas in and around 
Aurora that are particularly “vulnerable” to the use of  road salt.  

“We’re finding essentially sea water coming off  the stones 
at those sites because it is a very concentrated source,” said 
Mr. Thompson of  a snow disposal site in Newmarket, which 
was releasing what he described as “surprisingly high levels” 
of  chloride into the environment. “It is something we need 
to address going forward and we’re just at the early stages of  
identifying the way forward on that issue.”

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983
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Council candidate Tom Mrakas looks for new ways to keep Aurora growing and moving
ELECTION 2014

COMING EVENTS

By Brock Weir

Tom Mrakas has long had a ringside 
seat to politics here in Aurora.

For four years, his wife, Alison 
Collins-Mrakas, served as Councillor 
from 2006 – 2010 before continuing 
her political involvement through her 
column in The Auroran, and he has 
seen how things work firsthand. Now, 
however, he wants to get truly into the 
thick of  it himself, throwing himself  
into the ring as a Council candidate for 
the October 27 Municipal Election.

While Ms. Collins-Mrakas was 
sitting either at the table, or in the 
public gallery at Town Hall, Mr. 
Mrakas, a contractor and painter by 
trade, felt some degree of  frustration 
on not being able to throw in his own 
two-cents – effectively, that is – on 
matters that were before the Town.

“I am tired of  screaming at the TV, 
first of  all,” he says with a laugh on why 
he entered the race. “Secondly, I figure I 
can’t criticise unless I throw my name 
into the hat and decide to put myself  in 
the position to make decisions. I think 
the best way to go about it is to run for 
Council and bring my ideas forward as 
a small businessman.”

There wasn’t any one particular 
issue that caused him to jump up and 
down from the comfort of  his own 
living room, he says. Rather, a degree 
of  dissatisfaction with how decisions 
were being made, spurred him into the 
game. 

“My point of  view is to just make a 
decision and stop referring it,” he says. 
“Unless you have absolutely no idea 
what is going on, there is no reason to 
refer. You have the information in front 
of  you to make a decision and I think 
that is what the people want – to have 
people there making decisions instead 
of  letting staff  do all the decision-
making.”

Case in point, he says, were the hours 
of  staff  and Council time devoted last 
year to three trees in the area of  a 
private homeowner’s backyard, and 
arguments from neighbours – and 
from Councillors – to protect them 
after an outcry from residents. Mr. 
Mrakas says he saw that as a practical 
issue of  grading that someone with his 
own professional background could 
have provided valuable, and practical, 

input. 
That, however, has been dealt with 

and is a matter for the history books. 
Looking ahead, there will have to 
be efforts to work with builders and 
developers towards what Mr. Mrakas 
describes as “smart growth” including 
green initiatives on the inside and 
outside of  new homes, and taking an 
active hand in guiding “the way we 
want Aurora to look like in the future.”

“If  we put things in place and we 
attract people that we want to be here, 
I think that is the best way to do it,” 
he says. “If  you are giving incentives 
for certain businesses and certain 
developments, then it is going to help 
everywhere. Right now, the downtown 
is a ghost town. Go there on a Sunday 
and no one is there. Everyone is just 
driving through.”

Keeping people moving, on the other 
hand, is part of  his vision for another 
area of  Town, particularly at the 
Aurora GO Station. A regular observer 
of  what he calls “the Frogger dance” 
of  people trying to cross the street, 
seemingly running for their lives as 
soon as they get off  the train, he says he 
would like to explore the possibility of  
building a “skywalk” for pedestrians.

“That way the traffic can 
continuously flow and you can continue 
to walk over safely,” he says. “Right 
now, as it stands, you either have to 
walk over to Industrial Parkway or you 
have to walk over to Wells Street and 
cross the street.”

For Aurora voters who might be 
more familiar with his wife, Mr. 
Mrakas says they do have some key 
differences. While she is more policy 
driven, he sees many shades of  grey 
in issues, he says, particularly when 
it comes to environmental matters. 
He finds inspiration in people who 
have given back to their communities 
from all political stripes, making a 
difference in the places they want to 
live. 

“This is where we live,” he says of  
municipal politics. “Whether it is how 
many bags of  garbage we’re picking 
up or the emerald ash borer, it is 
important to us because it is Aurora. 
That’s how it keeps me involved, and 
every little bit affects every single 
one of  us. That is why it should be 
important to everyone.”

300+
Reasons to drive a certified pre-owned Audi

H.J. Pfaff Audi 
Select Inventory Sale

Getting into an Audi has never been easier, thanks to our Certified Pre-Owned  
Program. Every vehicle has to pass our rigorous 300+ point inspection – the industry’s 
most comprehensive evaluation process. Only then do we give it our limited warranty 
providing up to 6 year/160,000km of coverage. 

Stock # Year Model Transmission Colour KM Price
A6398 2014 [EX-RENTAL] A4 Tiptronic Brilliant Black 25,537 $36,999

A6397 2014 [EX-RENTAL] A4 Tiptronic Monsoon Grey 23,535 $36,999

A6381 2014 [EX-RENTAL] A4 Tiptronic Ibis White 26,142 $36,999
51456 2011 A4 Tiptronic Brilliant Black 95,143 $30,095

51452 2011 A4 Tiptronic Ibis White 44,304 $30,995

51457 2012 A4 Tiptronic Monsoon Grey 50,010 $34,995

51447 2012 A6 Tiptronic Ibis White 47,563 $50,995

51446 2012 A6 Tiptronic Brilliant Black 64,092 $50,995

16509 2012 A7 Tiptronic Ice Silver 63,242 $56,999

A6980 2014 [DEMO] Q5 Tiptronic Ice Silver 12,632 $52,838

51436 2011 Q7 Tiptronic Lava Grey 52,535 $46,999

51434 2013 Q7 TDI Tiptronic Daytona Grey 36,564 $68,995

H.J. Pfaff Audi
16775 Leslie Street | Newmarket, ON | L3Y 9A1
905.836.2834 | hjpfaffaudi.com

*All prices are subject to HST and Licensing.

Sale ends September 30, 2014

Tom Mrakas filed his candidacy papers at Town Hall on July 9. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir

auroraarboretum.ca. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Eating Disorders of  York Region’s Riverwalk Wellness 

Centres presents: Recovering from Eating Disorders: Tools 
and Techniques for Individuals, Family and Friends with 
Marilyn Reisz and Megan Fearnley from 7 – 8.30 p.m. at 15213 
Yonge Street, Suite 11, Aurora. This workshop is designed to 
provide individuals with eating disorders with information, 
tools and techniques to help recover from disordered 
eating. $20 per person. 
Registration is required. 
Visit www.edoyr.com/
support-programs.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Eating Disorders of  

York Region will host a 
series of  events today to 
mark tomorrow’s Culture 
Days Celebrations, 
including an Art Gallery 
Open House at 15213 Yonge 
Street from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and three film screenings 
at 12 noon, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Seniors 

Association welcomes you 
to the annual Country & 
Western Dance from 7.30 
p.m. to 10.30 p.m. at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 
John West Way). Come and 
dance to the sounds of  the 
Dustaleros Big Band for 
only $10 a ticket. All ages 
welcome. Refreshments 
will be available and there 
will be a cash bar. Tickets 

are on sale now at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. Get your 
tickets early to avoid disappointment.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents a celebration of  

Culture Days with free events from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Celebrate 
One Book One Aurora with a lively celebration of  Persian 
Culture – dance, music and tasty treats from 12 – 2 p.m. at no 
charge. Discover new art exhibitions with Parchment Pieces, 
a solo exhibition and sale by William Lottering, and Cutting 
Edge, a collaborative exhibition and sale by Jane Geard, OSA, 
and Christine Kim. Artists’ Reception from 1 – 4 p.m. 

From page 14
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Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

SERVICES FOR RENT

 
Servicing Aurora/Newmarket over 12 years 

INSURED/BONDED
Privately Owned and Operated 

SPAR-CLEAN
Takes pride

CLEANING SERVICE

905-967-0445

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route  A-15
Cabot Crt., Aurora 

Heights Dr., Laurentide 
Ave., Illingworth Crt., 

Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt. 
- 119 houses

 
 Route B-8

Catherine Ave, Fleury 
St, Walton Dr, Birch Crt, 
Centre St, Centre Cres 

– 110 houses
 

Route D-16
Temperance Street, 

Reuben Street, Ransom 
Court -  63 houses

 
Route D-27

Patrick Drive,  

Webster Drive,  
Hutchinson Road, Rich-

ardson Drive -  
108 houses

 
Route D-28b

Richardson Drive (part 
of), Lee Gate - 69 hous-

es
 

Route G-8
Tamarac Trail (3homes), 

Ardil Cres., Underhill 
Cres. – 89 houses

 
Route G-9

Tamarac Trail (46 
homes), Albery Cres., 

Milgate Pl. – 96 houses

AURORAN REFERENCE # 17
WEEK OF MAY 28, 2007

PROOF # 17

Ad proof for MAY 28, 2007 issue of The Auroran Community Newspaper 

The Auroran is published weekly every Tuesday.
THE DEADLINE FOR ANY AND ALL AD MATERIAL IS 7 DAYS (ONE WEEK) PRIOR TO PUBLICATION DATE

Any alterations to the ad must be approved by Friday 5 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is.
The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Thursday at 5 p.m.

Thank you for your co-operation.
Please contact your sales representative at 905-727-3300 or Classifieds at 905-727-7128

Fax: 905-727-2620

To accommodate your parties, 
Banquets & other Social Functions.

HourGlass

D.J. Service

 Brad Snell 905-868-9621

E-mail: bradhour@yahoo.ca
(Reasonable rates)

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

IN MEMORIAM

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY HOME CLEANING
REQUIRES RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

Do you love to clean?

  • No evenings or weekends
  • Travel time & bonuses paid
  • P/T & F/T positions available
  • Training provided 

Visit our website at 
www.brightenyourday.ca

Call 905 713 3651 or email your resume to 
kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

TOWNHOUSE ON 
CENTRE STREET 
A V A I L A B L E  
October 1. Two bedroom 
with finished basement, 
separate entrance, newly 
renovated, yard and park-
ing. Walk to Go, no pets, 
no smoking. $1275 plus 
utilities. Call 416-407-1571.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT BULK BARN FOODS LIMITED
New Corporate Offices located at 

Wellington St. E. & Hwy 404, Aurora

Full-time Distribution Centre Assemblers 

Duties include loading, unloading and moving 
products and materials by hand or with basic material 
handling equipment, picking orders and stock, 
wrapping and stacking goods. 

This role is hands-on and labour intensive involving 
a fast-paced environment, repetitive tasks, handling 
heavy loads, manual dexterity, hand-eye co-ordination, 
and attention to detail.

Vehicle/equipment experience required (dollies, 
hand trucks, pallet lifters, and tow motors).  Physical 
requirements involve weight handling up to 45 kg 
(100 lbs).

Please email your resume to corporatejobs@bulkbarn.ca. 
No telephone calls, please.

Canada’s largest bulk food retailer and more…
bulkbarn.ca

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
A/R, A/P, Payroll - Simply 
Accounting
Assemblers - Full time Tottenham -
10 positions
Accounts Payable - Jonas a must
Sales Manager - Pure Water 
Systems - $70K
OTL Insurance Administrator
Buyer - Advanced SAP - Metal 
Fabrication Plant - $50K
Senior Contract Administrator - 
New Homes--$55K
Construction Site Super - new 
homes - $80K
CNC, Water Jet Operators - Days, 
Nights
Plumbing Apprentice - In home 
installations
Forklift Operators
Farm Machinery Mechanic

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

In loving memory 
of a dear husband,  

father, and grandfather
who passed away on 
September 5, 2013

 
Remembering you is easy

We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you

That never goes away.

David H. Peirce Your loving family
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905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

Courses Starting: 

Sept. 13 - 4 Sat. 
Sept. 27 - 4 Sat.

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Cyclists set to raise money for children with cancer
By Jake Courtepatte

Avid cyclists and philanthropists alike will be 
hitting the streets of  Aurora, King and Newmarket 
this Sunday for the thirteenth annual Ride for Karen 
cycling event.

Around five-hundred cyclists are expected to 
take off  from the Markham Fairgrounds on Sunday, 
September 7, circling the hilly region before coming 
back to the grounds.

Whether you are an expert cycler or a beginner 
looking to provide for charity, there are three routes 
to choose from; a 25km, 100km, and 160km ride.

Beginning in 2002, Ride for Karen 
grew out of  a means for brothers Kris 
and Kirk Tobias to cope with the loss of  
their mother, who had passed away in 
July of  that year after a five-year battle 
with breast cancer. 

The two brothers got some friends 
together to clear their minds with a long 
bike ride.

“I didn’t really think more about it 
than that at the time,” said Kris. “I just 
believe in the healing power of  exercise, 
mentally and physically.”

Since then, the event has raised over 
$2 million to send children with cancer 
to camps across Ontario, in what Tobias 
believes to be an important initiative of  
charity outside of  research funding. 

“Somebody’s childhood should be a 
time of  pure joy. Here are these kids that 
really need the opportunity to just be 
kids.”

“How do we heal the ‘person’ as well? How do we 
make them feel better each and every day? That’s 
what these camps do.”

About 1,500 children in Canada are diagnosed 
with cancer each year, and about 10,000 are living 
with cancer today.

Camps benefitting from the 2014 Ride for Karen 
are Camp Quality, Camp Oochigeas and Camp 
Trillium. 100 percent of  funds raised goes to charity, 
thanks to presenting sponsor Scotiabank, the rest 
of  the sponsors and the high number of  volunteers.

To participate, donate, or learn more about the 
Ride for Karen, visit www.rideforkaren.com.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Not everyone needs your 
services all the time but, 
if you want to be there 

when they do, 
advertise in  

THE AURORAN 
Classifieds

905-727-3300
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AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

FREE WATER TEST

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

CLASSIFIEDS

 

AUCTION SALE
for the estate of Doug Baumhour

Saturday, September 6 at 10:00 a.m.
436393 4th Line Melancthon Twp (Shelburne) From centre of 
the town of Shelburne go North on Owen Sound St (Hwy 10) 3km 
to the 4th Line Melancthon. Turn North & go 1.5km to sale on East 
side of road OR Come South on Hwy 10 from Dundalk to 4th Line 
Melancthon. Turn North & go 1.5km to sale.
Tractors/Skid Steer: MF 4245 loader tractor, 4WD, 4247hrs, A10 
640 loader, triple remotes, dirt bucket;   MF 285 loader tractor, quick-
tach loader, bucket, cab;  DB 880 Selectamatic tractor;  3935SX Gehl 
skid steer, aux hyds, rebuilt rad, bucket;  MTD lawn tractor 12.5/38. 
Car & Trailers(all sold “as is”): 2001 Grand Prix GT, 2dr, 134Kkm, 
leather, sunroof, all power; 6’x9’ tandem flat deck trailer; Trailer Ac-
tion 5’x10’,dump trailer, tandem axle NEW;  7’x12’ Trailer, single axle, 
flatbed;  sm trailer for use on ATV; tandem axle 2 horse trailer Mach: 
Gehl 1475 TDC high moist rnd baler, 4x5, inoculator-excellent; JD 336 
sq baler & kicker; Case IH 1570 manure spreader, tandem, dual beat-
ers, end gate, needs floor; MF 33 seed drill, 17 run, grass seed; Vikon 
3pth fert spreader; (2)16ft thrower wagons, wood floor steel cage; NI 
undercarriage; 16ft flat rack hay wagon; bale fork; side rake; 5’ bush-
og; (2)2-wheel & 5-wheel swath turner; NH 479 haybine; 7’ blade-hyd 
angle; 7’ McKee snowblower double auger; PTO buzz saw; Ford 3pth 
side rake; Geo White 3pth 10’ cult; Kverneland 3pth 3 furr plow; 4 furr 
3pth plow-parts; IH 530 manure spreader-parts; JD 24T sq baler-parts; 
3pth sickle mower-parts; MF 33 seed drill-parts; Danauser posthole au-
ger-2 augers; (3)bale elev; 1 bale elevator on wheels; 3pth sprayer-parts; 
(3)4”x16’ grain augers; gravity box on wheels-smaller; bale prong-skid 
steer. Sheep Equip: (++) sheep elec fencing; wood stock racks(fit 8ft 
box); port scale-dial; tilt table; foot bath; (++)heat lamps; (5)rnd bale 
feeders; gates; Gallagher fencers; Wic 6.5hp straw chopper-gas; elec de-
horners; Burdizzos; qty sheep supp. Sheep/Horse/Llamas: (85)ewes, 
(17) purebred Rideaus(papers), mature ewes - exposed to rams since 
July 1st; (5)rams-1 Texel, 3 Rideaus, 1black; BelgianX filly, 4yrs; (2)
male Llamas. Hay (150) 4x4 bales 2014 hay-outside; (40) 4x4 bales 
2013 hay, no rain, inside; (60)4x4 bales 2014 hay, no rain, inside. Shop/
Farm Rel/Misc: Golf cart-gator style; 3/4” drive sockets; (2)bale tarps; 
heavy steel frames; Yamaha Warrior 350 ATV-needs work; plastic snow 
fence; 3pth winch; (2)rototillers; elec cement mixer; 2 bikes; scrap car; 
sm snow blade; alum ext ladder; (3)grain tote bags; horse drawn scuf-
fler(A); forks/shovels; elec fence stakes; Western saddle; snowshoes; 
hedge trimmer; air paint gun; air nailer; Lincoln Welder AC-225; MC 
13” drill press; man tire changer; chop saw; Delta mitre saw 10”; table 
saw; Delta band saw; Acetyl torches/cart/tanks; DeWalt sawsall; tool 
chest; (2)Stihl chainsaws(038,026); lubricants/oils; hand tools; nuts/
bolts/screws; bolt bin & bolts; power tools; scrap & much, much more!

Lunch Booth                    Washroom Available
Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of 
sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer will not be held responsible for ac-
cident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal 
announcements on day of sale take precedence over written ads.
Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264  Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full listing & photos

AUCTION SALE
for Gary Ellsmere

Friday, September 5 at 6:00 p.m.
150 Queen St. S., Bolton, ON. At the Presidents building on the 
grounds of the Albion-Bolton Community Centre. Located at the 
top of the South hill in Bolton. (A) Antique
Exceptional Car: 2002 Collector Ed Pontiac Trans Am, convert-
ible, yellow, 1600km, 6spd manual tranni,corvette engine,black int, 
custom fit cover Shop/Garden: ++Power & hand tools(new&old); 
ExCell gas 3200psi press washer; sm safe; metal box-tools; appl 
dolly; Stihl 026 chainsaw; asst hoses/garden tools; shovels/rakes; 
ext cords; air hose; (3)work lights; (2)lg black ceram planters; cast 
oval planter(A); floor jack; (3)fishing rods & reels; MAKO reel; 
steel shop storage cabinet; dual grinder; lots to see here! Furn/
HH/Ant: Elmira Stove Works model 7000 gas stove; school-
marm’s desk(A); RMCC diploma(A); 1-1/2 crock(A); (2)lunch 
pails(A); Lincoln sm steak truck; legal file cab; RCA Victor gram-
ophone(A)-very nice; lower kitchen cabinet(A); dining room ta-
ble/6 chairs; hutch & buffet; grandfather clock; Planters Peanuts 
jar(A); Hoosier glass canister; bamboo sunroom furn set; Renfrew 
Scale Co. wheelbarrow scale(A); Technics  stereo system; wash 
stand(A); grey leather rocker/footstool; Lazyboy  rocker recliner 
& swivel rocker; clothes rack(A); child’s wagon(A); Beattie tub 
bench(A); Bell Canada 3.5’ ladder(A); Berlin pump organ(A); 
1778 Taylor engraving(A); CD’s/DVD/VHS tapes; hardcovers; 
punch bowl set & much more! Collectibles: (5)oil paintings; 
(15)Hazelton sculptures; (11) Christine Marshall prints; samurai 
sword; Bowie comm Coll Ed; coll plates; FM Ant Car Plaque coll; 
FM Toby jugs; (11)Dorothy Clark McClure ink/sepia originals; 
AVON bottles; 45spd records(50/60/70’s) & more!!
Note: Mr & Mrs. Ellsmere have sold their home & are downsiz-
ing. Good clean sale with quality items.
Shorter sale, please be on time.
Terms & Conditions: Cash or Cheque with proper I.D. on day of 
sale. Owner and/or Auctioneer will not be held responsible for ac-
cident or loss on day of sale. All items are sold “As Is”. All verbal 
announcements on day of sale take precedence over written ads.
Contact: Gary Ellsmere (905) 857-3224
Kevin McArthur (519) 942-0264  Scott Bessey (519) 843-5083 

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur - full list & photos
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For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/ribfest or call 905-726-4762

AURORA’S RIBFESTthe tastiest event of the yearthe tastiest event of the year

PRESENTED BY

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities

FANTASTIC ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 & SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M.

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
MACHELL PARK (AURORA HEIGHTS DRIVE AND YONGE STREET)

AGE OF MAJORITY 
IS REQUIRED
AFTER 8 P.M.

FUN FOR ALL AGES

PLATINUM BLONDE
SATURDAY AT 9 P.M.

GLASS TIGER
FRIDAY AT 9 P.M.

featuring friday and saturday night

SPONSORED BY

AURORACHRYSLER
motion is life

chiropractic
NORTHERN
KARATE
SCHOOLS

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY ZONE
Friday from 4 P.M. TO 7 P.M.

Saturday from 2 P.M. TO 6 P.M.

HOEDOWN SHOWDOWN 
Saturday from 11 A.M. to 6 P.M.

PROFESSIONAL RIB JUDGING
Sunday at 1:30 P.M.

GLENN MARAIS BAND
Sunday at 3 P.M. 

FOOD FOR ALL APPETITES
Ribs, roasted corn, Bloomin’ Onions, Beavertails® & more!

BEER GARDEN
Proceeds bene� t the  Aurora Rotary Club


