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LENARD LIND
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BROKERAGE

(2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

AURORA’S HUNTER’S GLEN! POOL & PRIVACY

Picturesque 2 ac. setting & more! Updated & upgraded 4500SF es-
tate home on breathtaking prof. landscaped lot! Soaring 9ft. ceilings! 
Hrdwd strip floors! Huge sep. living rm! 2-storey formal entertain-
ing-sized dining rm w/gas fp! Renovated & updated kit w/granite 
counters “open” to spacious fam rm, both overlooking oasis backyard 
w/gunite pool! 5 bdrms too! Updated master ensuite! Prof. fin. lower 
level & more! $2,198,800

“The Package” - shows to perfection! Gore Rd & Hwy 9! Paved 
road access! Long sweeping circular drive! Mature manicured 5 acres plus 
forested area! 4000+SF upgraded executive home with bright prof. 
� nished lower level w/inlaw ability! Two masters, one on ground 
� oor! 5 bedrooms total! Oasis backyard complete with gunite 
pool, waterfall & entertaining-sized cabana! 7 car garage & more!  
$2,198,888

“GATED” CALEDON 10 ACRE ESTATE! POOL & PRIVACY

It penetrates so well, it actually   
protects wood from the inside out. 

®

technology matters.
ARBORCOAT ® waterborne.

AURORA PAINT AND DECORATING                    15216 Yonge Street  (905) 727-8161

SAVE $7 per gallon 
                                                   until August 15

Aurora and Region need to work together to tackle 
housing crunch: Councillors

Make sure you bag all your 
garbage before tossing it into 
your curbside bins: new bylaw 

Aurora’s Samantha Sendel 
takes home trampoline gold, 
bronze in Canada Cup 

By Brock Weir

Aurora should have more of  a say when it comes 
to addressing the need for affordable housing in the 
community.

That is the word coming from Councillors out of  last 
week’s Council meeting. The calls came amid discussions 
related to a proposed plan for a new small-scale subdivision 
off  St. John’s Sideroad, just east of  Mavrinac Boulevard. As 
proposed by the company Edenbrook, the land of  question 
is nearly four hectares in area for up to 42 residential units. 

Discussions were also compounded from issues 
stemming from the June meeting of  York Regional Council, 
where members signed off  on their 10-Year Housing Plan 
dubbed “A Place for Everyone”, which addresses the issues 
of  affordable housing, making positive inroads in tackling 
homelessness, and increasing affordable rental housing 

throughout the Region, in addition to further support for 
local homeless. 

In discussing the new development, Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner questioned if  any of  these objectives, as well as 
affordable housing targets in Aurora’s own Official Plan, 
would be addressed in the area. 

Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  Planning, however, 
told Council that that is “always” a difficult question to 
answer as opportunities are often in flux. 

“What this plan is proposing is approximately 42 detached 
lots with frontages ranging from 45 – 50 feet, but there is 
a block in the northeast quadrant block which will be the 
subject of  a future application,” he explained. “It is a future 
development block that will most likely be a more intense 
urban development, likely on a private road, so that would 
accommodate more affordable housing opportunities. 

By Brock Weir

You may need to stock up on more garbage bags, following 
Council’s approval of  a new waste bylaw last week.

Rest assured, however, you don’t need to buy clear garbage bags 
(at least not yet), but you will have to give special consideration 
to some of  the more inconsequential pieces of  trash you might 
throw haphazardly into your curbside bins at home.

The new bylaw was approved last Tuesday after a few stops 
and starts on just what kind of  impact the bylaw would have on 
area residents. 

Originally appearing before Council in June, it was 
temporarily put on ice after Councillors raised alarm bells that 
its wording could cause confusion within the community. Their 
concerns included worries that no provisions were made for 
garbage put in bins and other receptacles.

By Jake Courtepatte

Aurora-born Samantha Sendel topped the podium and 
picked up a bronze in trampoline last weekend at the 
Canada Cup in Newmarket.

On Saturday, Sendel teamed up with Olympic gold 
medal-winning Rosie MacLennan for the synchro 
competition, where the duo topped the field with a score 
of  133.700.

Sendel began training heavily with MacLennan about 
a year ago, after MacLennan’s partner, Karen Cockburn, 
took time away from the sport to be with her family. 
Having worked with McLennan since the two were kids, 
Sendel told The Auroran that training together is a cinch.

“It’s amazing working with Rosie. We have done 
synchro together before, so getting to do it again with 

Artists Eva Folks, left, 
and Judy Sherman aim 
to re-introduce Aurora 
to Aurorans through 
“Local Colour Aurora”, 
a year-long art proj-
ect starting this month 
in various locations 
around Town. For more, 
please see Page 9.        

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Please see page 5
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COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Monday, August 11 4 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, August 12 6 p.m. Special General Committee – Audit Committee
Tuesday, August 12 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, August 14 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment   

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Election Day Employment

The Town of Aurora is 
recruiting for a variety of 
customer service-focused, 
temporary election workers 
to assist with the October 27 
municipal election. 

Applicant requirements include:

•	 18 years of age or older; 
•	 Legally	entitled	to	work	in	Canada;
•	 Applicants	cannot	be	a	candidate	or	the	spouse, 
 sibling, parent or child, or grandparent or grandchild of 
 a candidate running in the October 27 election; 
•	 Customer	service	and/or	election	official	experience 
 preferred;
•	 Fluent	in	English	(knowledge	of	other	languages	an	asset);
•	 Access	to	reliable	transportation;
•	 Ability	to	work	well	both	independently	and	as	a	team; 
 and
•	 Available	to	attend	a	two-hour	mandatory	training 
 session, up to two weeks prior to the election.

To apply, please complete the online application form available 
at www.aurora.ca/electionsemployment or at Aurora Town Hall, 
100 John West Way. The application deadline Monday, August 18 
at 9 a.m.

EMPLOyMENT 
OPPOrTUNITIES

The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Part-Time Pre-School Instructor 
Application deadline is Thursday, August 7

Part-Time	Facility	Receptionist/Registration	Clerk	
Application deadline is Tuesday, August 12 

Administrator, Facility Booking
Application deadline is Tuesday, August 12 

Part-Time Facility Advertising & Sponsorship Co-ordinator      
Application deadline is Tuesday, August 19

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Skylight Gallery Artists of the Month

In August, the Skylight Gallery will feature the artwork of Marlene 
Ash, Ron Lorenz and Bud Switzer.

Marlene Ash began painting eight years ago to improve her 
sketching and wood-carving skills. By taking courses through the 
Aurora Seniors’ Association, she has expanded her talent through 
various mediums and her work has been featured in many gallery 
shows. 

Ron	Lorenz	began	painting	after	taking	an	oil	painting	course	
following his retirement and has loved it ever since. He is 
passionate about painting landscapes and nature-related pieces. 

Bud	Switzer	started	painting	in	1993	with	the	Art	Group	of	
Scarborough, where he became Vice President. Most of his 
artwork has been acrylic-based and has focused on a variety of 
subjects including portraits, animals, landscapes, floral still life and 
abstracts. 

Please join these artists at their reception on Thursday, August 7 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to learn more about their artwork. 

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on the third floor of Aurora Town Hall.

rEMINDErS
Debris on Roads 

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are reminded 
to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of property 
bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free from bricks, 
timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic safety. Construction 
permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been	put	into	place	to	ensure	a	continued	abundant	water	supply.	Even/odd	watering	
restrictions are in effect.

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw 

The	Property	Standards/Clean	Yards	Bylaw	is	in	effect.		All	residents	should	be	cleaning	
up	debris	on	their	property	and	keeping	grass	no	longer	than	eight	inches.	Let’s	keep	
Aurora looking beautiful!

For	more	information	on	these	and	other	Town	bylaws,	please	call	905-727-3123	
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylaws

Saturday, August 16
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Doors Open
Aurora

This FREE community event organized by The Town of Aurora 
offers a rare opportunity to explore hidden treasures,  
many of which are not normally open to the public. 

Participants are able to tour buildings, take guided walking 
tours and view special exhibits and displays.

To view a list of sites and to learn more information,  
please visit www.aurora.ca/doorsopen2014

FREE ADMISSION

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY ZONE
Friday from 4 P.M. TO 7 P.M.

Saturday from 2 P.M. TO 6 P.M.

HOEDOWN SHOWDOWN 
Saturday from 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.

PROFESSIONAL RIB JUDGING
Sunday at 1:30 P.M.

GLENN MARAIS BAND
Sunday at 3 P.M. 

FOOD FOR ALL APPETITES
Ribs, roasted corn, Bloomin’ Onions,

Beavertails® & more!
BEER GARDEN

Proceeds bene� t the  Aurora Rotary Club

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/ribfest or call 905-726-4762

PRESENTED BY

We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities

FANTASTIC ENTERTAINMENT ALL WEEKEND
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 & SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 11 A.M. TO 11 P.M.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 11 A.M. TO 6 P.M.
MACHELL PARK (AURORA HEIGHTS DRIVE AND YONGE STREET)

AGE OF MAJORITY 
IS REQUIRED
AFTER 8 P.M.

PLATINUM BLONDE
SATURDAY AT 9 P.M.

GLASS TIGER
FRIDAY AT 9 P.M.

featuring friday and saturday night

SPONSORED BY

AURORACHRYSLER
motion is life

chiropractic
NORTHERN
KARATE
SCHOOLS

AURORA’S RIBFESTthe tastiest event of the year

FUN FOR ALL AGES

2014 Skylight Gallery Draw

Located	on	the	third	floor	of	Aurora’s	Town	Hall,	the	Skylight	
Gallery is an open space with a dramatic skylight dedicated 
to featuring exhibitions by local artists. Backboards and track-
lighting are set up to display artwork in a striking setting and 
access to this ever-changing art gallery is free to the public. 

Each	month,	the	work	of	a	different	artist	is	featured.	The	
draw to determine who will exhibit in 2015 will be held this 
year on Wednesday, September 3.  Application forms are 
available at www.aurora.ca 

The 12 artists chosen will represent one month during the 
year.	Artists	within	York	Region	and	beyond	are	invited	to	
enter the draw. The featured artist also has the opportunity to 
host	a	reception	in	the	Skylight	Gallery	during	his/her	chosen	
month. 

For	more	information,	please	contact	Laura	Malone,	Special	
Events	Co-ordinator,	Town	of	Aurora	at	905-727-3123	
ext.	3132	or	lmalone@aurora.ca

Join us on Wednesday, August 13 at Concerts in the Park for a 
tribute performance to The Jersey Boys. This memorable evening 
at Aurora Town Park begins at 7 p.m. and will be performed by 
Pauly and the Goodfellas. Please bring your own lawn chairs 
and blankets. All concerts are free but food donations for the 
local food pantry are greatly appreciated. For more information, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/summerconcerts or call 
905-726-4762.

This event has been generously sponsored by Aurora Chrysler 
and the Investors Group.

Summer Youth Drop-In Activities

Tuesday, July 15 to Friday, August 15 from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Youth	ages	12	to	16	are	invited	to	Aurora	Senior	Public	School,	
located at 125 Wellington Street West, for exciting drop-in 
activities including basketball, badminton, arts and crafts, 
scrapbooking	and	movies.	Cost	is	$3	per	activity	or	purchase	a	
Youth	Drop-In	Pass.	For	more	information,	please	call	
905-726-4770	ext.	3121.

Town of Aurora Summer Camp

It’s not too late to enrol your child in a Town of Aurora Summer 
Camp! Our camps are well-planned, creative and an enthusiastic 
place for your child to spend their summer days. The Town of 
Aurora’s qualified staff are committed to preparing safe and 
enjoyable programs to ensure all children have a summer filled 
with friends, fun and laughter!

With	more	than	30	camps	to	choose	
from, your child can spend the summer 
exploring their interests and developing 
their talents. There is a camp for every 
child!	Call	905-841-PLAY	(7529)	or	visit	
www.aurora.ca for more information.

Aurora Public Library

Dogs: Paintings by Kim Steffen

Visit the Colleen Abbott Gallery until Saturday, August 9 
to experience this fun and funky art show in the pop art 
tradition. With vibrant colours and adorable dogs, it is sure to 
be a hit with the entire family!

Build-a-bot Makeshop

Children ages five years and older are invited to drop-in 
and	build	their	own	simple	magnetic	robot	at	the	APL	
on Wednesday, August 13	from	10	a.m.	to	11:30	a.m.	Try	
different variations to see how big you can make your ‘bot’ 
while learning some fun magnetic magic tricks.

TD Summer Reading Cub Continues

It’s	not	too	late	to	sign-up	for	this	year’s	TD	Summer	Reading	
club	at	the	APL!	Read	books,	win	prizes	and	use	your	
imagination. Read 12 books by the end of summer and be 
entered	into	a	draw	for	the	grand	reading	prize.	This	is	for	
children under the age of 12, including pre-schoolers.

An Adventure-a-Day Youth Activities

Are you a bored of staying home and watching TV this summer? Join us for a day or 
week of adventure! Bring your friends and register for only the days you want. The next 
session runs from Monday, August 18 to Friday, August 22. Available that week are 
Home	Alone,	Babysitter’s	Training	and	Emergency	First	Aid	as	well	as	trips	to	Cold	Creek	
Conservation Area and Tree Top Trekking. For more information, please call 
905-726-4770.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, August 7, 2014              Page 3

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 
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Under the previous bylaw, residents 
were able to put up to three garbage bags 
or garbage containers curbside for pickup. 

The proposed new bylaw did away with 
that provision, accounting households 
to put out up to three garbage bags and 
up to five bulk items with no mention of  
garbage containers.

“I have heard from two different 
residents with regards to the language in 
the new bylaw [and how] it seems to imply 
a reduction in the amount of  bags you can 
have on the curbside,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson at the time. “If  you 
compare it to the previous bylaw, it sort 
of  said bags/containers. I would like the 
language to be the same in this new one 
as it was in the previous one. I don’t want 
anybody to think we’re reducing the 
amount of  garbage.”

A report last week, however, seemed to 
allay most of  these concerns. 

In his report, Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services, said a primary 
difference between the new bylaw and the 
old was a requirement to put garbage in 
a “waterproof  plastic bag before putting 
it into a rigid receptacle” while the 
previous bylaw allowed individual pieces 
of  garbage to be thrown in with the rest 
of  the bags.

“The new practice was recommended 
by staff  to address health and safety 
concerns raised by the collection 
personnel as loose garbage and small 
bagged garbage is more difficult to handle 
when being transferred from a garbage 
can to a collection vehicle,” said Mr. 
Simanovskis. “The operators’ preference 
is to have all the garbage –whether bagged 
only or bagged and placed in a receptacle 

– to be placed in its own standard-sized 
plastic garbage bag.”

At last week’s meeting, however, 
Councillor Thompson still sought 
clarification that Council was not 
imposing “limits” on how much could be 
put on the curb.

“The perception from some of  
the residents who have seen this and 
contacted me is that if  I put out two bags 
in one container, all of  a sudden is that 
going to be counted?” he said. “They are 
perceiving it as a reduction in the amount 
of  garbage they can put to the curb, not 
just residentially but commercially there 
is no reference to them in the new bylaw, 
and they had up to 10. That is what I had 
hoped would come back in the memo, to 
get clarification on whether there is or 
there isn’t.”

Warren Mar, Solicitor for the Town 
of  Aurora, as well as Anka Mihail, 
addressed these concerns on behalf  of  
Mr. Simanovskis, who was not at the 
meeting. They reiterated there would be 
no further limits, with Mr. Mar adding 
that handling smaller bits of  garbage, 
such as loose banana peels, creates its 
own problem.

“Our service providers would then 
be forced to pick that up and it makes a 
mess,” he said. “It goes everywhere and 
they were trying to address that concern. 
My understanding is there should be no 
change to commercial pickup.”

Added Councillor Thompson: “If  that 
is what we’re going to communicate out 
[to residents] I am fine with supporting it. 
If…we can assure the community this is 
just an update of  the current bylaw and 
there is no reduction in the service levels 
whatsoever, then so be it. I am fine with 
that.”

Changes coming to how you put out your trash

BOY RECOVERING AFTER FALL THROUGH WINDOW
A six year old Aurora boy is recovering following a fall from a second 

story window on Hollandview Trail on Monday morning. “He had been 
playing in an upstairs bedroom and leaned against a screen and ended up 
falling through,” said Constable Laura Nicolle of  the York Regional Police. 
“He was transported to hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.” There 
is no evidence that any offence had taken place, she added. 

LOCAL BANDS MAKE THE FINALS
Bands in Aurora and Newmarket could be “The Next Big Thing” in 

102.1 The Edge’s hunt for up and coming talent. Last month, The Auroran 
featured profiles of  the Aurora band Brothers of  North, as well as The 
Fiscals, comprised of  musicians and music teachers from Aurora and 
Newmarket, and both were announced as part of  The Edge’s Top 6 on 
Tuesday. Top 6 bands will perform live August 22 at The Sound Academy. 
For more information, visit www.edge.ca. 

By Brock Weir

It is an anniversary which 
Aurora resident Gerry Fostaty 
has marked privately for all but a 
handful of  times, but this year was 
different. 

It was the 40th anniversary of  
a grenade blast which changed 
his life, and the lives of  many of  
his fellow cadets, in ways they 
couldn’t even imagine. But many 
of  the survivors of  a 1974 grenade 
explosion at CFB Valcartier, the 
result of  a live piece of  ammunition 
finding its way into a box of  
dummies for a routine training 
exercise, gathered at the scene last 
week with more hope and a sense 
of  “legitimacy” than they have had 
in any year since. 

The local author was a cadet 
leader when one of  the kids pulled 
the pin on the grenade, sure in 
the knowledge it was a blank. As 
a result, six cadets were left dead 
and over 50 injured and, in the 
aftermath, were left practically on 
their own to deal with the resulting 
trauma. 

In the intervening years, 
Mr. Fostaty has become a vocal 
advocate not just for persons living with Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), but for getting 
firm answers and support for survivors – both 
physical and psychological – from the Ministry of  
Defence. 

He was on hand at Parliament Hill last fall when 
hope came in the form of  NDP MPs Nycole Turmel 
and Jack Harris, who took up the cause pressing 
Defence Minister Rob Nicholson to authorise his 
Ministry’s ombudsman to investigate the case. After 
mounting pressure, and petitions, the Ministry gave 
its thumbs up earlier this year, and representatives 
from the Department were on hand at last week’s 
memorial to ask questions of  those who were there. 

“The Ombudsman’s representatives were there 
on site and they were questioning a lot of  the folks 
that were there,” says Mr. Fostaty. “They were really 
concerned with everything that happened post-
explosion, so they really wanted to know how the 
cadets were being treated afterwards. The path of  
the grenade on the way to the cadets was already 
established through the previous inquest, but now 
they want to know how the cadets were treated 

afterwards and the implications of  
their lives post-blast, all the years 
afterward.”

Mr. Fostaty has spoken of  an 
attitude of  “business as usual” 
being the order of  the day post-
blast, and also a veil of  near-secrecy 
which did not provide the support 
the cadets needed at the time. Now 
that the Federal Government has 
formally acknowledged the blast for 
the first time this year, Mr. Fostaty 
says it has taken the incident “out 
of  the realm of  urban legend” into 
history. 

“I think it is now easier for 
the boys,” he says, noting he has 
heard many stories of  people 
trying to explain what happened 
and being met with disbelief  
and contradiction. “Now that the 
government has acknowledged it 
on paper, they can at least have that 
to back them up. It legitimizes it 
and the feeling is very hopeful that 
things can go forward.”

Whether or not it is difficult 
or cathartic to talk about on this 
milestone year, with an added 
piece of  legitimacy behind them, 
it is hard for Mr. Fostaty to say. 
But, what he found interesting 

in this latest reunion was hearing stories from his 
comrades he had not heard before. Now that the 
questions are being asked, a more complete picture 
is coming into focus, along with other little bits to 
help “complete this puzzle.”

“Hopefully that will do something,” he says. 
“We are all very positive and all very hopeful that 
something will come from this. I think people are 
rather shy about [what they would like to see as the 
outcome of  the report]. Outwardly, I think people 
want to see that their friends are taken care of. I think 
people are shy to say that they want themselves to be 
taken care of  as well.

“We’re talking about support, medical support, 
psychological support, and that is really, really 
important. That is hopeful, the guys are hopeful, 
and they are all really looking forward to the same 
thing I am, and that is getting them the support they 
need. People are hopeful and at the same time they 
are keeping a skeptical eye on it because people 
have said positive things before, but now things are 
official. Once the ombudsman picks it up, they can’t 
drop it. They have to take it to the finish.”

Blast survivors “hopeful” as military 
ombudsman takes on investigation  
for Valcartier cadets

Aurora author Gerry Fostaty, 
who survived a grenade blast 
at CFB Valcartier in 1974, says 
recent recognition from the 
Federal Government has add-
ed “legitimacy” to what he 
and other survivors have been 
fighting for over the last 40 
years.                   Submitted photo
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terms of this agreement.If any portion thereof. Limitations on patent license. Subject to the extent caused by the terms of this license, including 
the source form of any such claims; this section to induce you to make, use, sell, offer to sell, import and otherwise use the work available from 
such contributor, if any, in source and binary forms, with or without modification and transfer such copies, publicly transmit or otherwise redis-
tribute the modified version (9) works (including, but not limited to, the modification, by any other combinations which include the contribution, 
nor to (ii) contributions of other contributors. No hardware per se is licensed hereunder. Recipient understands that there is no warranty for this 
service if you distribute them as separate works. But when you changed the files containing modifications. New versions of this license. You 
may make and distribute modified versions of applications that include the names of its distribution, then any patent claims against the licensor 
for inclusion in the work available from <http://www.Php.Net/>”. This software is provided by the php development team or its contributors be 
liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, indirect or consequential damages (including, but not limitation, beopen makes no and disclaims 
any representation or warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose are disclaimed. In no event shall the licensor be liable for 
any particular purpose and noninfringement. In no event shall entessa, llc, openseal or its contributors be liable for any claim, damages or loss 
as a result of using, modifying or distributing python 1.6B1, or any derivative thereof, even if advised of the software will not infringe any third 
party rights. Cnri shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, special, exemplary, or consequential damages arising out of the software 
or the exercise of any kind, either express or implied, including, without limitation, any warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular 
purpose or that defects in the covered code prove defective in any way out of the possibility of such damage. The intent is to exercise the rights 
and limitations under the terms of this license may add your own behalf and as such parties remain in full force and effect. Notwithstanding the 
above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify the work, or other devices; or 4) under patent claims infringed by the copyright holder. A pack-
age modified in such a derived work may be copied, modified, distributed, and/or redistributed. The intent is to exercise the right to control 
compilation and installation of an executable, or source code differential comparisons against the other work under a different license provided 
that each external component clearly identifies itself as the maintenance section was added to the version of this license is not what we distrib-
uted. Therefore we (mike stephenson and other legal actions brought by a third party. Program. “Contributor” means ibm and any translation 
into other languages, the english language version takes precedence. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person or entity re-
ceiving or distributing covered code include only those rights customarily provided to end users, business partners and the program (or a 
portion of it, thus forming a work based on the original version of the package, in its sole discretion, choose to use it even if such marks are in-
cluded in the software accompanying this agreement shall terminate if it was added in order to qualify, an indemnified contributor to the offer to 
sell, sell, import and otherwise using this software, you are carrying out such distribution, become invalid, you must also duplicate this license 
or a future version of the <organization> nor the names of <name of development group, name of institution>, nor the names of <name of de-
velopment group, name of institution>, nor the names of the covered code. Code” means the original code and destroy all copies of the agree-
ment in using, conducting the reproduction and other exploitation of the derivative works; and if the search is unsuccessful or no action to re-
sume active maintenance is taken by the copyright license to make, use, sell, offer for sale, have made, use, offer to sell, sell, import and 
otherwise using python, licensee agrees to defend claims against the indemnified contributor may elect to distribute the program (or any work 
of authorship, whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise, or (b) ownership of more than one year after the cause of action 
arose. Each party waives its rights to grant more extensive warranty protection in exchange for a distributor includes the program in a reason-
able period of time after becoming aware of the licensed product. You must include a copy of source code. If it is not gfdl-compatible. All text 
published before june 15th, 2009 was released under the same media as an executable version or related documentation in which you describe 
the limitations and the individual or organization (“licensee”) accessing and otherwise using the same or similar search. If this search is success-
ful, then enquire whether the work from the work. Except when otherwise stated in this section 2.1(A) and (b) describe the origin or ownership 
of the provisions set forth herein, no assurances are provided by any other form resulting from mechanical transformation or translation of a 
program name, font name or file name of the initial agreement steward. The eclipse foundation is the initial code and object code form. Subject 
to the recipient. The term of this agreement, and b) under patent claims infringed by the licensed product as an expression of character text, 
pictures, photographic images, graphic symbols and/or the like. The name zope corporation (tm) must not be deemed to constitute any admis-
sion of liability. Multiple-licensed code. Initial developer in the license.) 3. You may aggregate the package available as described in section 2, 
no other significant signs of active maintenance. You can become the current maintainer is not providing you any warranty whatsoever, nor is 
the primary copyright notice in the province of quebec, canada, the following unique, persistent identifier (known as a result, the commercial 
contributor then makes performance claims, or offers warranties related to those patent claims licensable by the parties hereto, such provision 
valid and enforceable. If recipient institutes patent litigation against any entity which controls, is controlled by, or is under common control with, 
you, where “control” means (a) the power, direct or contributory patent infringement, then any patent where such changes and/or additions as 
contributions. Ibm and any related settlement negotiations. The indemnified contributor may elect to distribute the program, the contributor who 
includes the program with the program (or a work based on the program, it is `author-maintained’. The work has the right to give any other en-
tity. Apple and every contributor for any liability incurred by the free software foundation software is covered in a wiki, for example, the produc-
tion of a program implementing the ̀ tex language’. Conditions on distribution and modification activities other than the agreement under which 
it was added to the free software and also raise any specification issues with the source code distribution titled “legal” that describes the claim 
in sufficient detail that a recipient of ordinary skill to be a contribution. Once a contribution is contributed, it may not alter or restrict this license 
to you shall promptly modify the legal file. Representations. Contributor represents that to its structure, then you must show them these terms 
and conditions of this license. These authors are addressed as “you”. Activities other than the php group. No one other than lic ensor has the 
right to make such provision shall be taken into account in determining the appropriateness of using or selling of modifications made by that 
contributor either alone and/or in combination with its exercise of rights under a variety of different licenses that support the general public li-
cense is intended to apply it to code which is freely accessible, which conforms with the standard version, under the license, you hereby agree 
to indemnify the initial developer, original code or modifications that you clearly document how it differs from the standard version. In addition, 
after a subsequent version of the gnu free documentation license. In so naming your license, you may distribute the program in a reasonable 
period of six months, and there are no other significant signs of active maintenance. You can apply it to the licensed program held by the condi-
tions under which a package may be published from time to time. Each new version of the license. License terms 1. Grant of license to the 
public, the best way to provide a separate agreement (see http://www.Zope.Com/marks). If any provision of this license, however, you must tell 
them their rights. Also, for our own protection, we must make it enforceable. This license applies to any person or entity authorized by the 
conditions under which the initial developer or a prominent reference to another file that contains any part thereof, to be licensed for everyone’s 
free use or not fully tested works. The covered code may contain terms different from the copyright holder of a contract shall be under the terms 
and conditions of section 3.2. The notice must be on the date such litigation is filed. Redistribution. You may do so in a larger work of your 
status as current maintainer. If the modified files to carry prominent notices stating that the following in a lawsuit) alleging that the work and 
assume any risks associated with your exercise of the licensed product due to its knowledge it has not been modified, or has been derived from 
the substance or structure of said licensed product. Intellectual property matters. Third party claims. If contributor has been changed, and such 
derivative works, distribute, and otherwise transfer the contribution is added by the parties or the recipients’ rights hereunder. However, you may 
do so in a manner which does not permit royalty-free redistribution of the gnu library general public license does not attempt to limit or alter any 
copyright notices and disclaimers of apple as they pertain to the licensed product. Nothing in this agreement. Other exploitation of the remain-
der of the breach. All sublicenses to the licensor under this agreement , including but not limited to, documenting any non-standard executables 
and testcases, giving the users of the work by any contributor that the program which: (i) are separate modules of software generally. No war-
ranty except as expressly set forth in this agreement, the program prove defective, you assume the cost of all necessary servicing, repair or 
correction. This disclaimer of liability except as expressly set forth in this agreement, neither recipient nor any contributors shall have any liabil-
ity for death or personal injury resulting from loss of use, data or program; lost profits), however caused and on any theory of contract, tort or 
otherwise, shall you, the initial developer, any other contributor, or any other party has been advised of the use or other liability, whether in an 
action of contract, tort or otherwise, arising from, out of the possibility of such damages and notwithstanding the failure of the use or other 
party has been advised of the use or other tortious action, arising out of the work the work has the right to modify this agreement. Requirements 
a contributor may elect to distribute such modifications under the copyright owner. For the purposes of this license. However, in accepting such 
obligations, you may add an explicit copyright notice and disclaimer of warranty; keep intact the notices that do not modify or delete any pre-
existing copyright notices contained within such notice file, excluding those countries, so that any such work a brief summary of the work. Grant 
of patent infringement. If you are the current maintainer (and the copyright law of japan and other modifications made available subject to the 
recipient. The recipient may select either this agreement terminate, recipient agrees to indicate in any resulting litigation. Definitions. 1.0.1. 
“Commercial use” means distribution or otherwise redistribute the program or works made available by apple herein. Modifications and/or 
larger works may require additional patent licenses that are managed by, or are under common control with, you, where “control” means (a) the 
source code. Except to the program. Patents “ mean patent claims licensable by such contributor that the following conditions are met: 1. 
Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and the intellectual property rights of any other 
entity based on it, under section 2(b) shall terminate as of the terms of any component so that any terms of that version or as an addendum to 
the absence of any later version. This program is threatened constantly by software patents. We wish to avoid inconsistency the agreement will 
bring a legal entity exercising rights under, and complying with all of the section is intended to transfer any right relating to the apple public 
source license (the “license”) applies to any actual or alleged intellectual property rights is required to ensure that your license (except to note 
that you duplicate all of the licensed program becomes embedded or contained in the original code, modifications, the combination of the 
program. Each contributor disclaims any liability to recipient for claims brought by any means. Nothing in this license, including the name of the 
program itself (excluding combinations of some or all of the cc-by-sa license. You do not charge a fee for, warranty, support, indemnity or liabil-
ity obligation is offered by that contributor to pay any damages as a result of a whole at no charge to all recipients of the original program. The 
recipient may not be used in advertising or publicity pertaining to distribution of derivative or collective works based on the date it initially be-
came available, or at least three years, to give away verbatim copies may or may choose to offer, and to permit recipients of the program is 
covered only if you agree to be unenforceable, that provision of this apple public source license is derived from the copyright holder of a program 
or other work as a whole. If identifiable sections of this clause. You may distribute a work based on the program” means the package, and 
distribute the result does not cure such breach within 30 days of becoming aware of such damages. Accepting warranty or additional liability. 
While redistributing the work constitutes direct or indirect, to cause the package constitutes direct or contributory patent infringement, then this 
artistic license to your modifications and may provide additional or different license terms and conditions for use, reproduction, or distribution 
of the provisions set forth in this license any code that contributor alone and not on behalf of all necessary servicing, repair, or correction. 
In no event shall apple’s total liability to recipient for claims brought by any other party. B. Each distributor must include a server in this 
version of the outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of the work and such apple modifications will not have their licenses termi-
nated so long as such uses are compliant with the distribution. The name zope corporation (tm) must not be used to, prevent complete 
compliance by third parties on terms identical to those performance claims and warranties are such commercial contributor’s responsibil-
ity alone. Under this section, the commercial distributor in writing of such noncompliance. If all recipient’s rights granted to the minimum 
extent necessary to make restrictions that forbid anyone to deny you these rights or contest your rights under a proprietary license of your 
choice. If you assert any patent licenses granted hereunder, each recipient hereby assumes sole responsibility to secure any other re-
cipients of the date you accept this license. Here is an example of such entity, whether by contract or otherwise, or (b) ownership of the 
work, thus creating a derived work must provide new instructions on how and where to get the rights to a component of an aggregate 
software distribution containing programs from several different sources. No royalty or other work as “original code” means the contribu-
tions distributed in the software is furnished to do business in the work to which you contribute may be filtered to exclude very small or 
irrelevant contributions.) This applies to any program or process that is based on it, under paragraph 2) in object code is made available 
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To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

No Heartbreakers in the Home Stretch

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

(Re: Don Constable selected to fill Council vacancy, July 31, 
2014)

An open letter to all participants/applicants for Aurora 
Interim Councillor:

Firstly, I wish to convey my best wishes to my long-time 
friend and newly minted Councillor, Don Constable, and 
wish Don continued success in all his endeavours.

In addition, I wanted to also congratulate each candidate 
on the stellar performance of  your presentations. I was 
extremely impressed with all your qualifications and the 
polite, gentle and professional manner you presented.

In my view, each one of  you would have made an 
excellent choice to fill the vacant seat on Council. 
But unfortunately in politics, and in life, at times, there can 
be one elected person.  

I say this, and I also take the liberty to speak for others, 
that after having sat there attentively listening to each one 
of  you deliver your presentations and qualifications I felt 
proud to know that our beloved Aurora has so many worthy 
people willing to offer up their family and personal time in 
the service of  the greater interest of  Aurora.

That one wins or loses an election is not the important 
thing, the important thing is that one volunteered to the 
greater service of  our neighbours.

Moreover, you sent an important message to current 
and future Councils that Aurora certainly does not 
have a lack of  qualified people to run for Council.  
Yes, I am a candidate for Councillor, and I can tell you that 
whether I am elected or not, it would be my honour for me to 
work with and befriend each one of  you.

As a business person, I may be good at some 
things, but you all offer so much on things that I lack. 
And as a business person, I learned to never be shy to ask for 
qualified help or advice from the people that have it.

You, like me, have devoted your lives to your 
families, your business and careers and contributed to 
the greater welfare of  Aurora; and no one, including 
an interim Council seat or no Council seat, can 
ever take that away from you; you are all winners. 
Thank you and continued success! 
God Bless Aurora.

 
Anthony Pullano

Aurora

(Editor’s note: As mentioned within the letter, Mr. Pullano is 
a registered Council candidate for the 2014 Municipal Election)

Candidates displayed “stellar 
performances” in vacancy bids

I have become known in some 
quarters as somewhat of  a sucker 
for a bit of  pomp and circumstance. 
In my view, it is not something of  
which to be particularly shameful, 
so why not embrace it?

There’s nothing wrong with a bit 
of  dignity, is there?

Of  course not. Unless, of  course, 
you are the kind of  person who 
thrives on just the opposite.

To be frank, in recent weeks, I 
have questioned just what side of  
the fence I was on. After Council 
made their decision to go forward with the process 
they chose to fill Chris Ballard’s vacancy, I was a 
bit surprised at how eagerly I was anticipating a 
relative Gong Show, the likes of  which hadn’t been 
seen since the Great Cultural Centre Fiasco of  the 
first half  of  this term.

Which member of  Council would use the 
opportunity to grill perceived political foes? Which 
candidates would take the opportunity to vent 
their collective spleen of  what could have been an 
endless stream of  grievances against this Council, 
the previous Council (or even the Council before 
that) about perceived slights, inequities, or, the 
perennial favourite, harping against property 
taxes?

The mind reeled with the possibilities, but 
nothing that exciting transpired and, at the end of  
the day,  I am thankful for it.

Although some people have expressed mixed 
reviews of  how things transpired on July 29, 
whether they were dissatisfied with the process, 
flummoxed by the choice, or throwing out negative 
predictions on what they think will come of  the 
choice, the truth is the proceedings had a surprising 
air of  dignity. 

Considering all the possibilities of  what could 
have happened, I feel confident you might agree – 
unless you are one of  the 17 who ultimately went 
home that afternoon empty handed. 

In many quarters around Town, and even within 
these pages, there was an unusual sense of  doom 
and gloom about the process in the lead-up to the 
main event. 

How difficult it would be for Mayor and Council 
to be in a position of  having to make their votes 
public, argued some. 

Imagine having to sit in the audience after 
you’ve made your pitch to Council as, one by one, 
the votes are revealed and not one of  them was for 
you, argued another. 

Still, others argued the votes should be made 
behind closed doors rather than at the table, also in 
the name of  dignity.

Personally, I didn’t buy into any of  these 
arguments. Sure, it had the potential to be a disaster, 
but everyone involved seemed to be emotionally 
healthy adults, no strangers to public, corporate, or 
business life, sure in the knowledge that no matter 
how many people ultimately signed up for the race, 
there was only one seat to be had. 

If  they hadn’t considered that possibility, maybe 
it wasn’t the smartest move to sign up for potential 
heartbreak in the first place.

Everybody, however, held up well. Each 
candidate who was present when their name was 
called came up and succinctly made their pitch 
on why they would be the best man or woman 
for the job. Everybody seemed to be highly 
qualified with many qualities to offer that would 
have been a boon to the Council table. Nobody 
seemed to have signed up just on a lark. They had 
evidently given a lot of  thought to putting their 
name forward, recognized how they could best 
contribute, and hoped to have the opportunity.  
The majority of  the candidates even withstood one 
or two very interesting questions from Councillor 
Evelyn Buck, which provided, I believe, some 
valuable insight into how most candidates would 
have tackled some of  the more divisive decisions, 
projects and proposals that have been faced by this 
Council. It might have been a decision made in 

the interests of  time but, curiously, 
other Council members, with 
the exception of  Councillor Paul 
Pirri, rarely took advantage of  the 
opportunity.

After the pitches and the 
questions, it was then up to Aurora’s 
Deputy Clerk to hand out specially 
printed cards to each Council 
member for them to cast that all 
important vote. Those deliberations 
were made silently, while the Deputy 
Clerk stood watch until everyone 
was finished. 

“CHRIS BALLARD’S SEAT WAS SO EMPTY – “
“HOW EMPTY WAS IT?”

“WELL, I’ll TELL YOU. CHRIS BALLARD’S SEAT WAS SO 
EMPTY IT NEEDED 

18 BLANKS TO FILL IT!”

Oddly enough, the tension in the room was 
palpable and a thought went through my mind that, 
dignity be damned, let’s relax things just a little 
bit, play the theme music from Match Game, and 
have Mayor and Council flip the cards themselves 
making the big reveal. Before I had a chance to 
earnestly consider which members of  Council 
would be our own equivalents to Brett Somers and 
Charles Nelson Reilly, the first round of  voting was 
done and it was off  to round two. 

The vote for Don Constable was clinched on the 
second.

By the end of  the first round, candidates that 
didn’t receive a vote began to leave, but many 
stuck it out to the bitter end to see just who would 
be crowned the victor. Some seemed to register 
surprise at the ultimate choice, as some had 
already assumed the appointment would have 
been a foregone conclusion for either of  the two 
other former councillors in the race, but applause 
was hearty and Councillor Constable received an 
enthusiastic welcome around the table. 

NOW WHAT?
Now that the seat is filled, the question now turns 

to just what Council can accomplish in the handful 
of  meetings left in the 2010 – 2014 term. While many 
residents debated the merits of  the appointment 
process, questioning the point of  the whole affair 
considering there are so few meetings left on the 
calendar, there is quite a lot that could be done. 

Next week, for instance, Council is set to go into 
what promises to be a thorough debate over the 
future of  the proposed Joint Operations Centre, in 
a meeting that will focus on awarding contracts to 
make the facility a reality.

Whichever way the chips fall, it will be an issue 
we are likely to hear far more about after the August 
12 meeting as candidates for Mayor and Council 
pick their sides and saddle up their hobby horses 
to ride into the October 27 Municipal Election. 

Potential controversy aside, there are also 
opportunities. Last week’s Council meeting 
provided plenty of  food for thought on Aurora’s 
Downtown Core, how to spruce it up, get people 
walking around once again, and any opportunities 
to be had working together with Aurora United 
Church to use their lot to everyone’s best advantage.

No matter how much they spoke about this, 
however, conversations kept circling back to the 
all-important issue of  Library Square. 

Now that Council is once again firing at full 
capacity, it is time to seriously revisit that issue 
again and actually make a final – or even an interim 
– decision on what to do with that land before the 
end of  the term.

It is a decision that has had to be made for 12 
years and, following the appointment of  Councillor 
Constable, there is now one less voice at the table to 
claim making a decision 12-years-on is somehow a 
rush job.

Strike while the iron is lukewarm at the very 
least.
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I was neither shocked nor surprised at the outcome of  the vote 
at Council last week to fill the vacant seat. 

As soon as I saw Don Constable I knew that he was in. I actually 
won some money on two bets that I made. So, to the Dawe Council, 
thank you for that. 

That being said, in my opinion, this whole process was a farce. 
Constable has always been a strong follower of  Dawe’s mentor, 
Tim Jones, and now Dawe’s.

It is not even funny anymore as the slate of  Dawe’s minions 
continues to grow. It was bad enough that the current Council 
only had three or four Councillors who would actually question 
why so many contracts were well over budget, why the Town still 
is going ahead with a multi-million dollar building for the works 
department, why the original Leisure Complex is well over budget 
in the name of  a Youth Centre (as it is called) that is so small and 
a waste of  more taxpayers dollars, why so much of  our taxes went 
into Aurora’s birthday celebration, and the list goes on and on of  
wasted taxpayers’ money.

In my opinion, Aurora, after the Dawe regime, will have the 
largest deficit in history. This came even after the Mayor, during 
the last election, promised to get Council’s hand out of  our pockets. 

What a joke that statement truly is. Dawe even suggested that 
it is OK for Council members to buy alcohol on our tax money. 
Constable just adds to another vote in Dawe’s favour. There 
were so many other choices that could have been made: 
Bob McRoberts who has done so much more for Aurora 
than helping with the Hoedown, Grace Marsh, plus others. 
This farce will continue as I look at candidates listed to run for the 
next Council.

We need to ask ourselves if  we want more of  the same, or 
if  we really want to move Aurora ahead with an open minded 
Council, who will vote as their constituents want them to, rather 
than just keeping the Mayor happy. 

This is my opinion, and I hope that others will check things out 
before the next election.

Get to know the candidates and what they stand for.
 

Nigel Kean
Aurora

The “coronation is complete”, 
says Kean
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A fundamental tenant of  any democracy is the 
people’s right to elect their leaders. 

With that in mind, I’ve put forward the idea of  
resurrecting a private members bill that would see 
the Chair of  the Regional Municipality of  York 
directly elected by voters. The bill has been put 
forward twice before by York Region MPPs Helena 
Jaczek and Rezza Moridi, but died when elections 
were called.

I want your input about this idea. While many 
I’ve spoken with agree with the concept, others 
have expressed concern about the impact on 
smaller municipalities.

The role of  Chair of  the Region has evolved 
since its early days. When it was created in 1971, 
the Region had a population of  169,000. Today, the 
population is about 1.16 million. We are one of  the 
fastest growing regions in Canada.

The previous bills proposed by York Region MPPs Jaczek 
and Moridi were about representative democracy and sought 
to bring more of  it to the residents of  York Region, something 
that is currently absent when it comes to the selection of  the 
Chair of  York Regional Council.

Having Region voters elect their Regional Chair will 
ensure direct accountability of  the chair to the electorate. 
This has been a subject of  discussion in York Region since at 
least 1995 when the topic was addressed as part of  the York 
Regional Council Governance Review conducted as part of  a 
project overseen by MPP Jaczek, then the Region’s Medical 
Officer of  Health.

“Only members of  Regional Council were involved in that 
discussion, so, not surprisingly, no consensus was reached, 
and no action was taken,” said MPP Jaczek when she debated 
the Bill in parliament in June 2013.

There are many who argue that the appropriate 
governance structure is needed to reflect the changes to York 
Region related to population growth, budget and delivery of  
services.

York Regional Council is composed of  21 members. These 
members include nine mayors, 11 Regional councillors who 
are elected from the municipalities that make up the Region, 
and a chair. The number of  representatives that each 
municipality elects to Regional Council ranges from only the 
mayor in smaller municipalities, like Aurora, to the mayor 
and up to four regional councillors in the larger ones. 

Newmarket elects the mayor and one regional councilor 
to sit at the Region.

Absent, however, is an election for the Regional Chair. The 
chair is chosen by the 20 members of  the council through a 
nomination process at the inaugural meeting of  the Regional 

Municipality of  York Council. It is possible for any 
member of  council to nominate any resident of  
York Region. The individual nominated does not 
need to be an elected official. 

MPP Jaczek; told the legislature last June 
“I’ve attended eight inaugural meetings of  York 
Regional Council over the years, and only once, 
in 1997, was there more than one nomination 
for chair. In the other seven cases, there was an 
acclamation of  the incumbent.”

The Regional Chair and Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO), as the role is now called, is a position that 
holds a great deal of  power over how the business 
of  the Region is conducted. The chair sets the 
direction of  council, has control over the agenda 
of  council meetings and sits as an ex-officio 
member on all committees. In fact, the chair is the 
only member of  council who works full-time on 

Regional business, as the other councillors must also attend 
to the business of  their area municipalities.

The responsibilities of  the Regional Chair have increased 
dramatically as York Region has grown. Today the Regional 
Chair is responsible for a budget of  nearly $3 billion, which 
includes $1.2 billion for capital projects.

“It is astonishing that responsibility for these taxpayer 
dollars is vested in an unelected individual,” MPP Jaczek 
said in the Ontario parliament.

The Regional Chair is the official spokesperson for the 
Region and frequently has a role in representing the Region 
on the national and even international stage. An elected 
chair would give added legitimacy in this circumstance.

Allowing the citizens of  York Region to elect their 
Regional Chair should help underscore the importance of  
the position. 

If  citizens elect the Chair of  York Regional Council, 
the individuals who seek election will likely develop 
platforms that outline a vision for the Region. Upon 
election, accountability to the electorate will be clear. At the 
subsequent election, the electorate can judge whether the 
incumbent deserves re-election.

Through elections, citizens can play an active role in 
shaping their future. Important regional issues can be 
debated, and representatives can be held accountable by 
their electorate.

Tell me what you think.

Contact Chris at his Community Office: (905) 750-0019, or by 
email: cballard.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org. The office is located 
in Suite 201, 14845 Yonge St., Aurora L4G 6H8. Office hours are 
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.
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POLITICS
aS uSuaL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

We are trapped in the midst of  the 
summer doldrums – politically speaking, 
of  course – where whatever air there is, is 
hot, still and clammy.  I guess we should 
be thankful it isn’t hot and blowing hard.  
Thank you for the small mercies.

Our politicos – from the “has-beens” to 
the “wannabes” to the “never, ever shoulda-
beens” – are hard at work on the bbq circuit 
waxing wise and pontificating wildly on all 
matters political. 

From the local to the federal, we are 
treated to a bevy of  the amusing musings 
of  our fearless leaders (or hangers-on as the 
case may be) whose opinions on matters 
of  state and government careen wildly 
between straining credulity to downright 
embarrassing.

 My favourite? Opinions on foreign affairs. 
Where has-been and wannabe politicos 
alike bring arm chair quarterbacking to 
Olympian levels. 

Crisis in the Middle East? Let’s get the 
opinion of  a mayoral candidate because that 
will be a truly informed and enlightened 
opinion now, won’t it? 

I would love to hear a candidate give 
an honest answer when faced with such 
a ridiculous and wildly out of  context 
question. But “honest answer” and 
“politician” are rarely spoken of  together.

Instead, they suck up the oxygen in the 
room and replace it with huge volumes of  
hot air.  I believe there is an aphorism about 
truth that is most appropriate in the context 
of  political discourse. I think the saying 
goes something like, “…there is more than 
one truth”.  Indeed there is; unfortunately, 
many people seem to lay claim to it.

Everyone sees the world through their 
own lens; however, some folks are in 
desperate need of  a corrective lens in order 
to see the reality that the rest of  us see.

How else to explain the ranting of  
“some” of  our leaders current, past or 
future? When outcomes are unexpected, 
not to their liking, or do not fit neatly into 
their carefully constructed narrative and 
funhouse mirror world view, then it must 
be evidence of  shenanigans of  some sort. 
Or a conspiracy.

Witness Doug Ford’s latest rant. In 
Councillor Ford’s version of  reality, of  the 
“truth” the subpoena soon to be served on 
current Mayor Ford is “payback” by the 
Chief, for the failure of  his contract renewal. 

The reality that the rest of  us see is that 
a person with whom the Mayor has had 
close personal ties is before the courts on 
multiple charges of  extortion and thus the 
Mayor may have relevant information as it 
speaks to the court action.  

There is no conspiracy.  No “payback”.  
Just the logical outcome of  a police 
investigation.

But truth and politics do not fit neatly 
together in most circumstances.  The truth 
is usually rather inconvenient.

Re-writing history is, therefore, a very 
popular past-time for politicos of  all stripes 
and inclinations. It’s not just the bailiwick 
of  despotic tyrants. Even our “best” leaders 
tend to shade the truth to ensure they are 
cast in the best light.

And during election season, the historical 
re-writing is fast and furious. Everyone 
wants to take credit for everything.  Opinion 
pieces in major papers, news programs 
– even social media sites – are full of  
shameless credit-taking exercises.  If  they 
could they’d take credit for the sun rising 
and the grass growing.

The implied not too subtle supposition 
one is to draw is, of  course, that if  the 
has-been, wannabe or should never-been 
politician were in charge, things would be 
different.

On that point, I will have to agree. Things 
could be different if  they were in charge. 
Things could always be worse.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.

Summer – Politico Style

Electing the Regional Chair

Municipal Term Limits and an Aurora Wellness Index

Do you support further government  
sanctions against Russia? A)  Yes   B)  No

There are two topics that I would like to 
briefly address this week:

First, the question of  municipal term 
limits.

Napoleon is alleged to have said that the 
battlefields are littered with the bodies of  
irreplaceable soldiers. He could just have 
easily been speaking about modern day 
politics. 

Some renewal may be at hand this fall!
We may have upwards of  twenty-five people 

seeking one of  the eight council seats, plus 
we already have two declared candidates for 
mayor with possibly more to follow.

Since it seems that some public figures stay 
well past their “best before” date, we need to help the politicians 
help themselves. 

Mandating term limits is one way to lend assistance.
I believe that a Councillor should be limited to serving two 

consecutive terms. 
Mayors should also be limited to two consecutive terms. 
It is well known that incumbents enjoy a significant advantage 

in name recognition. There are lot of  good men and women in 
our society who can serve, but the barriers to entry can be quite 
high, especially against incumbents who have been in office for 
a while.

Public life is fundamentally about the nobility and selflessness 
of  public service. It should not be about longevity; it should 
simply be about service. 

The second item happens to do with the health of  our 
community. While I read the local papers and I talk to my 
neighbours, I really have no idea if  our community is “doing 
well.”

I suspect it is, but it would be good to have some confirmation 
on this.

Roy Romanow, former premier of  Saskatchewan and former 
commissioner on the future of  Health in Canada, is the chair of  
a project called the Canadian Index of  Wellbeing, or CIW.

The CIW seeks to “chart and report on how our lives are 
getting better or worse – in areas that matter to us: health, 
standard of  living, environmental quality, the way we use our 
time, education and skill levels, the vitality of  our communities, 
participation in the democratic process, the state of  our arts and 
culture.”

Something similar to the CIW may be needed in Aurora.
What type of  information or metrics should be included in 

such a document? 
This writer suggests having performance measures in each 

of  the following broad categories, financial, community health, 
individual wellness, and say, environmental sustainability.

The individual metrics under the above four 
categories could include things like: number 
of  people using the Food Pantry, number of  
affordable rental housing units, percentage of  
children participating in community sports, 
percentage of  voter turnout, percentage of  
high school kids not completing high school, 
number of  people using the Leisure Complex 
and public skating/public swimming, 
percentage of  people who possess a library 
card and capacity utilization of  the VIVA 
buses in Aurora.

The key is that the numbers and trends 
should provide us with a well-balanced view 
of  how our community is doing.

The statistics alone certainly don’t tell the whole story, but 
they are the basis upon which to begin any meaningful dialogue 
and real debate about whether we are meeting the priorities of  
this community or even if  we have the right priorities in the 
first place.

If, for example, all the scorecard targets are met, then our 
community should be in good shape. 

However, in the event that all targets were met and the 
community did not seem any better off, this would signal that 
it’s time to rethink the metrics being utilized.

The scorecard should be easy to read and to understand. It 
should have a number of  charts and graphs, and not a lot of  text.   

The trends would also show how we compare against other 
similarly sized communities. It should also include comparisons 
against Newmarket. Although Newmarket has a much larger 
population than Aurora, there is a commonality, based on 
proximity, community make-up and shared interests.

It would be nice if  the good folks at the Aurora Town Hall 
produced such a document. But it would be even better if  our 
fellow citizens published this information. 

This committee could be comprised of  ten to fifteen citizens, 
including representatives from the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce, various rate-payer associations, and volunteer 
organizations. This group would hold a couple of  meetings and 
decide upon the important metrics that should be included. 

They could then hand over the quarterly production of  this 
to Town Hall.

The Aurora Community Wellness Index (ACWI) could then 
be produced quarterly by Town Hall and published in The 
Auroran. 

It is too bad that we did not have an initial version of  an ACWI 
in order to help frame the debate and discussion for this fall’s 
election.  

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

Do you think Aurora needs to 
work more with the Region 

in providing affordable housing in Town?

A) Yes    B) No    C) Unsure

Members of the York Rangers (127th Battalion) are seen here gathering in Town Park in April 1916, prior to boarding the 
Yonge Street radial cars for the start of a journey that would eventually lead them right into the heart of the First World War. 
Leading the way on the horse is Robert Michael Hillary with the Aurora Armoury, still standing on Larmont Street, to the 
right of the photo.         Photo courtesy of John McIntyre
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Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  1 1 a m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Valet Parking $5  For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

Both patios NOW OPEN
BRAND NEW

A variety of fresh new salads
and refreshing cocktails!

BRAND NEW

A variety of fresh new saladsA variety of fresh new salads
and refreshing cocktails!and refreshing cocktails!

Summer
Lunch MenuNow offering

CATERING
Please call for details

EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.
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ALL SUMMER MERCHANDISE!

14845 Yonge Street, 
Aurora | 905-727-0824

    VANS                     TENTREE          ELEMENT               DEX                       saxx
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Streetscape improvements in Aurora Promenade will  
be early focus of next Council

By Brock Weir

Beautifying Aurora’s downtown 
business core has been a subject debated 
at Aurora Council for many years and, 
when the new Council is inaugurated in 
December, it is likely to be near the top 
of  the Agenda. 

Council signed off  on a multi-year 
capital plan to improve the streetscapes 
in Aurora Promenade, an area which 
focuses on much of  Aurora’s commercial 
stretch of  Yonge Street and portions of  
Wellington Street East and West.

They gave the green light on a series 
of  initiatives, in principle, which are 
now part of  Aurora’s 10-year Capital 
Plan for future consideration, with an 
eye of  getting many of  these items off  
the ground as part of  2015 budget talks. 

While the final tally of  just what this 
will cost Aurora taxpayers will be up to 
the next Council, contingent of  each bell 
and whistle ultimately approved, if  the 
main priorities of  the plan over the next 
three years are carried it, it could come 
to an estimated $2.75 million. 

Some of  the priorities are in the lower 
cost $40,000 range such as landscaping, 
the replacement of  traffic light poles, 
and year-round hanging baskets on light 
poles, more costly initiatives include 
$150,000 for promotional banners for 
Aurora’s “historic downtown”, $380,000 
for a series of  narrow planters and, the 
highest ticketed item, $1.94 million for 
new patterned sidewalks. 

Although Council ultimately 
approved the items in principle for 

consideration by whoever is sitting at 
the table at the end of  the year, it was 
these new sidewalks which received 
the closest scrutiny around the Council 
table last week.

From the perspective of  Councillor 
Michael Thompson, sidewalks would 
not be widened, they would not directly 
increase traffic flow, and replacing 
the sidewalk just for looks could not 
necessarily justify the cost. 

“We have not defined the benefit,” he 
said. “”What is the overall impact or 
effect [on the plan] if  you start taking 
pieces out of  it? Show me the benefit. 
We’re spending $2 million to replace 
those slabs. We have a Community 
Improvement Plan (CIP) that says by 
investing in those businesses we will 
see a return on investment. We’re only 
allocating $200,000 to that. I think there 
is more benefit to the CIP plan than there 
is in just replacing those sidewalk slabs.

“We continue to focus on the 
downtown, and rightly so. We need to find 
ways to help rejuvenate the downtown. 
While the plan does have components 
that support other initiatives that are 
going on, I am a little bit concerned 
because…the sidewalks are part of  that 
integral vision that is being proposed. 
I get concerned when we start pulling 
things out piecemeal without knowing 
the impact of  the overall vision or plan.”

More comfortable with the plan 
was Councillor Sandra Humfryes who 
highlighted economic development 
improvements that could stem from 
the plan, noting improvements such as 

these will bring people back into the 
Downtown Core, walking and shopping. 

“This is just one aspect,” she said. “It 
is a little condensed area that we want 
to make significant improvements on. 
We have talked about it for the past four 
years around the table, yet we are always 
hesitant to put some investment behind 
it. It is a significant amount of  money, 
but I believe it will, at the end of  the day, 
attract people [Downtown] and allow 
those businesses to attract individuals.”

While she agreed it might be time to 
put Aurora’s money where its mouth 
is, Councillor Wendy Gaertner said she 
was not fully comfortable with putting 
these recommendations onto the next 
Council. Nevertheless, something had 
to give. 

“At some point we’re going to have 
to say, ‘Yes, we’re going to spend some 
money on this and we’re not going to 
procrastinate anymore,’” she said. “To 
me, that concern is not that we don’t 
want to spend some money, but we 
still don’t know what we want to do to 
revitalize the Downtown Core. I don’t 
know what the answer is, but somehow 
it needs to stay in the capital plan, it 
needs to be presented and at least the 
idea is in the budget.”

Another Councillor speaking out 
against the plan was Councillor Evelyn 
Buck. While she rejected the idea of  
the new sidewalks, she said she had 
“difficulty endorsing anything in 
principle” without a firmer idea of  what 
the cost might be. That being said, she 
argued it was not the right time because 

the Downtown Core could now be on 
the cusp of  some significant change; 
the Aurora United Church fire being 
something of  a game-changer.

“We don’t know what those changes 
might be and that might have a 
significant implication on any design,” 
she argued. “[The fire] was a terrible 
thing to happen, but it is a catalyst for 
something different to happen. There 
are so many implications. Building 
fancy sidewalks is not going to make 
any difference. We desperately need to 
be open and not be wasting any time 
making plans for something which may 
be completely inadequate.”

Church rebuild could provide opportunities for 
Aurora United and the Town at large: Council

By Brock Weir

The April 11 fire which decimated 
Aurora United Church was seen 
by many to be a significant blow 
to the entire community, but as 
the community looks to the future 
four months on, discussions should 
get underway to find the best 
opportunities ahead of  a rebuild. 

Aurora Council voted to lay the 
groundwork for such discussions 
last week following a motion from 
Councillor Evelyn Buck. In her 
motion, she called for the Town 
and church representatives to work 
together to “discover how the Town 
and Aurora United Church (AUC) 
might work together for the renewal of  
the Church and municipal functions, 
for the benefit of  both.”

Discussions, she added, are 
particularly timely as Council 
continues to consider just what to 
do with Library Square and the two 
discussions could go hand in hand. 

“I think it is critical that we enter 
into discussions and invite the 
Church to enter into discussions with 
us and, at the very least, keep each 
other posted on what is happening,” 
said Councillor Buck. “It is nothing 
more than opening up formal lines of  
communication between the Church 
and the Town, which I believe is 
essential.”

After some debate over the 
semantics of  the motion, the motion 
gained the unanimous support of  
Council. 

Speaking in favour of  the motion, 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes said 
while there is still some work to be 
done from Town Hall’s perspective 
regarding the potential of  human 
remains left over from a cemetery 
which used to lie directly north of  the 

church site under the existing parking 
lot, this was a good step forward.

“I believe this is a great initiative 
to work together and do what we need 
to do to help them as a municipality 
to give the Church any support they 
need,” she said.

While the motion was supported by 
the rest of  the table, there were some 
questions about what discussions had 
already taken place between the Town 
and Church officials in the months 
since the fire. Councillor Buck, for 
instance, said her motion would 
go a ways towards giving formal 
Council backing to the discussions 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe has already 
had regularly with Church members, 
including Rod Johnson, Chair of  the 
AUC Council. 

“I do not question in any way your 
effort to be as much assistance to the 
church…as anyone in Aurora would 
like you to be,” said Councillor Buck 
to Mayor Dawe. “I know you would 
have done that, and when I said you 
wouldn’t have the authority of  the 
Council, I want you to have that 
official authority to speak [on behalf  
of] Council.”

In response, Mayor Dawe said 
conversations have been ongoing to 
a point, but there are major issues 
that need to be clarified before more 
substantive talks can take place. 

“At this point they are still very 
much working through how they 
wish to proceed,” said Mayor Dawe. 
“[Discussions] are very much on the 
horizon. Do they rebuild the Church? 
Do they look at something that is more 
substantive in their public ministry? 
They are very much working through 
those conversations, starting with the 
day of  the fire. That is quite an issue 
they have to deal with. 

“We have managed to help them 

through with some issues and have 
been able to put them in touch with 
other people, [but] there is nothing at 
the formal level at this point.”

While she too supported the motion, 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner requested 
further clarification on what was 
meant by “municipal functions” apart 
from, perhaps, a piece of  parkland 
or a public square. From Councillor 
Buck’s perspective, if  the Church 
rebuilds on the site which spans 
from Yonge Street to Temperance 
Street, there is a chance what is built 
could have a different configuration, 
presenting different opportunities. 

“I also think of  Library Square 
and the decision we have to make 
about the buildings that are there,” 
she continued. “It might be the needs 
of  the Church congregation and the 
needs of  the Town could meet in some 
way because the Church has that very 
important site 
and the Town has 
just a block away 
a very important 
site. Who knows 
what might come 
of  it, but nothing 
will come of  it if  
we don’t talk to 
each other.”

C o u n c i l l o r 
Gaertner said 
she agreed.

“I believe we 
[also] have an 
interest because 
I believe the 
Town paved the 
Church’s parking 
lot and the 
spaces are part 
of  our downtown 
p a r k i n g 
inventory.”
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within  the next 7 days and 
you will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
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Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Terry Eckert
Sales Representative

Call or email for a complimentary 
& confi dential Home Marketing Analysis 

& Professional Home Staging 
Consultation...I’ll also outline my unique 

Decorating Works! bonus package.

Louisa Barbosa, 11, a student at Holy Spirit Catholic Elementary School, will show off her vocal chops, 
taking the stage August 18 as part of the CNE’s Rising Stars competition. She’s seen here with her 
mother, Margarida, and father Fabio. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Holy Spirit student uses voice to wow 
judges in CNE’s Rising Stars contest

By Brock Weir

“My taste is not what you would expect from an 
11-year-old,” says Aurora’s Louisa Barbosa, as she 
settles into a seat in her bright living room with a 
guitar behind her. 

While the guitar rests silent behind her, to her 
left is a keyboard with another guitar nearby. It is 
clear this is a house of  music.

“There is Guns N Roses, Iron Maiden, Elton 
John, Eric Clapton –“ she continues.

“Yeah, it’s my fault,” interjects her father, Fabio. 
“It’s all the old stuff.”

Although Louisa’s tastes might skew towards 
the classics, she picked a decidedly modern artist 
as an inspiration when she auditioned to take part 
on the Rising Stars competition which will be held 
later this month at the CNE. 

Evidently her rendition of  Adele’s “Crazy for 
You” did the trick, and she will be up on stage 
on August 18, showing off  her voice in the talent 
competition which has attracted up and coming 
artists from far and wide. 

“I saw a poster on a billboard at my school and I 
decided to look up the website, and my mom said, 
‘Hey, you should enter,’ so I did,” says the student 
at Holy Spirit Catholic Elementary School, who is 
preparing to enter Grade 6 this September. “I do 
play guitar, but I have only been playing for about 
two years. I have been enjoying it, but I want to 
focus on singing first and slowly, as I get better, 
bring it into my career.”

After logging onto the website, it was a team 
effort to get things done with Louisa and her 
mother, Margarida, looking for the best backdrop 
to film her video audition, getting the video just 
right, and then facing an uphill battle to get the 
actual audition uploaded. It was all worth the 
effort, however, and it might be a long time coming.

“Singing has always been a big part of  my life,” 
Louisa explains. “I have been doing it for my whole 
life, but when I was six I really wanted to be good 
and wanted to have a career out of  it.”

At that age, one of  her early influences was 
Hannah Montana but, she says, those tastes don’t 
extend to what she describes as “Pixie Cut Miley.” 

“I just liked her attitude,” she says of  Miley 
Cyrus’ alter-ego. “I liked the fun nature of  it and 
even now I like listening to some of  her more 
country tracks that she did a whole while back and 
they are really pretty.”

Fast-forward five 
years and she sees some 
similarities to Adele in 
what she is trying to do. She 
has an affinity for the blues, 
songs that are on the slower 
side and not necessarily 
“pop-ish.” Singing, she says, 
gives her confidence and 
that is a trait her parents 
have noticed as well.

“She is most comfortable 
when she sings,” says 
Margarida. “Off  the stage 
she seems a little bit shy, 
but when you give her a 
microphone and a guitar, 
she has got it all! Guitar 
is almost part of  the 
decoration in this house 
right now. It’s everywhere. 
Every half  hour we have a 
song playing in the house 
with her singing and 
playing and it has been 
fun.”

At the moment, however, 
Louisa is primarily focused 
on the August 18 rounds 
where she is “noodling” 
Adele’s “Don’t You 
Remember” and Birdy’s 
“Skinny Love” as her songs 
of  choice. 

“I am definitely going 
to try my best, obviously, 
and pick songs I think 
will showcase who I am, 
how I sing, and hopefully 
everyone with enjoy it,” she 
says. “I just want the judges 
to like what I do when I 
perform and like my energy. 
I want them to like my voice 
and like me in general. I 
hope they enjoy it!”

For more information on 
the Rising Star competition, 
visit tinyurl.com/risingstar-
CNE. 
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“Town-wide, we do have affordable 
housing options within our Downtown 
and other areas where we have some 
apartment building formats and 
Townhouse development formats 
where we closely meet that affordable 
housing criteria.”

That answer did not quite hit the 
mark for some Councillors. Councillor 
Gaertner continued her line of  
questioning, asking whether Aurora 
was “obligated” to follow the Regional 
push for increasing further rental 
units, but Mr. Ramunno said there is 
a certain threshold in meeting that 
mark.

“There is a threshold based on the 
latest information from the Region 
with respect to what affordability 
means within the Town of  Aurora,” 
he said. “If  someone were to buy a 
new home, that threshold is about 
$420,000. The rental threshold is 
approximately $1,000. We do have 
opportunities within the Town, we do 
have new housing and resale housing 

that would fit that threshold. We do 
have rental stock within the Town that 
would accommodate those affordable 
housing opportunities.”

Those thresholds, however, did not 
quite wash with Councillor Evelyn 
Buck, who suggested they were 
thresholds that were far too high 
for the average family or individual 
in need of  these affordable housing 
opportunities. 

“They are not affordable for anyone 
that is underneath the income level of  
$75,000 at least,” said Councillor Buck. 
“It sounds like we are concerned, but 
we’re not doing anything. There is only 
one way to make affordable housing 
available in the Region of  York and 
that is to work in cooperation with 
the Region. The only social housing 
in the Region that is being built is in a 
partnership between any municipality 
and the Region. The way it happens is 
a [municipality provides] a site to the 
Region and the Region is responsible 
for social housing. 

“It is happening in Newmarket. They 
have no problem with providing social 

housing. We have sites in Aurora we 
could provide to the Region. We have 
done an inventory of  sites in Aurora 
that hasn’t seen the light of  day in 10 
years.”

One particular site she said she had 
in mind was a lot on Mary Street, near 
that street’s entrance to Sheppard’s 
Bush Conservation Area. 

Responding to these concerns later 
in the meeting, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
who serves as Aurora’s representative 
at Regional Council, said there would 
need to be direction from Aurora 
Council to follow through and give 
advice on affordable housing initiatives 
coming down from the Region.

“They are draft guidelines,” said 
Mayor Dawe of  the 10 year plan. “[The 
Region is] off  to consultation with the 
nine stakeholder municipalities with 
the final plan to come back in 2015, so 
at this point the Region is essentially 
coming down to the municipalities 
looking for comments. I will commit 
to working with Mr. Ramunno for the 
best way to get Council involved in this 
particular process.”
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Recipe  
For A Kitchen  

To Love
“I’m planning a kitchen 

renovation for the fall but I’m not 
really sure what I want out of  it.  
Where do I start?”   

Feel free to send me  
your comments or questions to  
askjean@nichedecor.ca

I once told a woman at her dinner 
party that she had the most beautiful 
kitchen and that she must really 
love to cook. 

She said “No, but I love to feed 
people”.

The kitchen shouldn’t only be a 
place to prepare food. It should be 
about a lifestyle – in this case, the 
woman’s love for entertaining. 

I never ask my clients what they 
want in a kitchen. For me, it’s more 
important to find out how they want 
to live in their kitchen.  

How do you see yourself  in the 
space? Are you wearing a black dress, 
martini in hand, surrounded by 
friends while the caterer is at work, 
or are you in your favourite robe and 
slippers, clutching a mug of  coffee 
while things are being stewed? 

Once you’ve decided what life 
in your kitchen looks like, you’re 
ready to begin the planning stage.  

Here are some important things to 
consider when you start the design 
process. The kitchen is the main hub 
of  most homes so what do you use 
yours for the most? We have many 
kitchen projects on the go right 
now. We’ve partnered with a local 
manufacturer who does beautiful 
custom work and made-to-order 
cabinetry and he has shown us that 
if  you can dream it, you can do it. 

Do you entertain? Add an island 
and counter stools to create extra 
seating. Do you have your meals in 
the kitchen? Create a custom-dining 
nook for cozy family dinners.  Is it 
where your kids do their homework? 
Why not design a built-in desk 
and shelving unit? Or, turn an old 
telephone table into a work centre or 
charging station! You can customize 
your space to suit any of  your needs.  

The kitchen is where everyone 
wants to hang out, so avoid isolation. 
Open concept kitchens are in hot 
demand right now so consider 
taking down a wall to accommodate 
more people in your space. This will 
bump up your re-sale value as well. 
(It’s never too soon to think ahead!) 

Pay close attention to how you 
work in your kitchen. Do you 
constantly find yourself  reaching 
for things that aren’t conveniently 
located? Is the microwave eating into 
your counter space? Are your pots 
and pans near the stove? Do you find 
yourself  running around between 
the sink, the oven and the garbage? 

Compile a list of  nagging issues 
in your kitchen and be sure to go 
over them with your designer when 
the time comes. A functional layout 
is key, and the classic sink-fridge-
stove triangle doesn’t work for 
everyone and in all spaces. 

With our seemingly never-
ending cold weather we want to 
make the most of  beautiful, sunny 
days. A recent kitchen renovation 
we completed included turning an 
oversized window into a walk-out 
with a patio. The client loved having 
the extra space for entertaining as 
well as the extra natural light in her 
kitchen year round. Don’t be afraid 
to make structural changes, but 
always consult a professional before 
starting a job like that. 

Like all design, what you put into 
it is what you’ll get out of  it. The 
more you think about things and 
draw out your thoughts, the more 
tailored to your needs your kitchen 
will be.  Careful planning will go a 
long way in ensuring that you love 
every inch of  your kitchen!

 Stay Connected with Us! 

Council wants input on Region’s housing plan
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Cost still at issue for Aurora Museum curator
By Brock Weir

The re-establishment of  a new 
museum for Aurora took a significant 
step forward last week as Council 
signed off  on a new curator, who could 
be put in place as early as this fall. 

It wasn’t an immediate green light, 
however, with some Councillors 
arguing bringing in a curator to 
look after the Aurora Collection was 
long-overdue, with others expressing 
reservations over the price tag. 

The cost for a curator to bring the 
museum to life could come to the tune 
of  roughly $100,000.

Starting the job with just a few 
months left in the year, the curator’s 
salary and benefits for the year would 
come to $31,850. In 2015, for a full year’s 
work, this would increase to $111,875, 
and to $116,350 by 2016. 

The recommendation came to 
Council’s consideration by Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of  Parks and 
Recreation Services, following an 
earlier decision by Council rejecting a 
bid from Cultural Asset Management 
Group to curate the collection under 
contract. Their proposed costs came in 
significantly less than similar bids put 
in by the Aurora Historical Society and 
the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

For Councillor Michael Thompson, 
however, this salary scale was much 
too high considering the museum will 
be put in place in Aurora Room, the 

smallest exhibition space at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. 

“It is great for us to bring on a curator, 
we made a commitment when we took 
on the collection, as well as made it 
one of  our objectives to re-establish 
the museum, and I certainly think 
this is a step in the right direction,” 
he said. “My one challenge is the cost 
associated with this position. When I 
first saw it, it struck me as a little high 
when we looked at the full cost for 2015. 
Doing a little legwork and looking at 
some of  the other museum jobs, on 
average a curator’s salary is around 
$50 - $60- , $70,000. 

“I would like to see more of  an 
investigation or another report coming 
back on the justification for the salary 
range [here]. I can tell you it is in range 
with the ROM and some of  the other 
large-scale municipal museums.”

While he said it was important to 
give a fair wage to a job, he wanted a 
salary review or for Council to set an 
upset limit on how much a curator 
would ultimately cost. In response, 
Mr. Downey said the position went 
through a full administrative process 
and through an evaluation was scored 
to determine a pay schedule. 

Council could always appeal the 
pay rate, but it would then need to go 
through the office of  Aurora’s CAO 
as well as the Manager of  Human 
Resources, Mr. Downey added. 

“The numbers you see before you 

included benefits and the benefit carrier 
on that is 28 per cent of  the salary,” 
he said. “It looks significantly higher 
because of  that benefit component, so 
the salary itself  is less than the number 
you see here. You add 28 per cent on top 
of  that and that is how you get to the 
numbers you see before you.”

As a long-time supporter of  having a 
curator on municipal staff  to bring the 
museum back into reality, Councillor 
Evelyn Buck said it is important to find 
the right person for the job – and that 
means making sure the job is secure, 
and securing someone who can pull 
together a substantial volunteer base 
to keep things moving along.

“[We need] a person who can provide 
leadership and guidance to volunteers 
because here isn’t any way a Town 
like this could afford a fully-staffed 
museum,” she said. “We can only 
provide a museum with a well-qualified 
leadership person, capable of  rallying 
and organizing volunteers and giving 
them a sense they are really providing a 
meaningful program to the community. 
We have to offer a secure position with 
clear leadership terms of  reference, 
otherwise we will get new graduates 
from universities looking for a little 
practical experience before they can go 
to another municipality with a couple 
of  years’ experience behind them. 

“At this stage we have a limited 
amount of  space and we are going to 
need the best person that we can find 

to make the best use of  that limited 
amount of  space and the best use 
of  that collection which is ours to 
use. Like librarians, they are highly 
qualified, highly educated and, if  we 
are lucky, we will find the right person 
who will have a lot of  personal skills 
and a lot of  leadership skills that will 
allow us to do something with literally 
very little.”

Going back to earlier discussions 
before Council rejected the bid 
from CAM, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
questioned whether Mr. Downey 
and his department had considered 
a further contract position to meet 
the request of  Council. It was an 
alternative for Council to consider, 
said Mr. Downey, but a contract might 
have to be lengthy to find a qualified 
person, especially one capable of  
addressing the immediate needs of  
the Aurora collection. Contracts, from 
a staff  perspective, were typically for 
short-term projects.

“I was thinking about when we 
tendered the whole process,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “We had three responses 
and one was a group of  about $100,000 
and that would have been a contract 
engagement. Are we looking at all the 
options in filling this to the most cost-
effective way?”

Mr. Downey concluded a full-time 
curator position is the only way 
of  “addressing the needs” of  the 
collection.

Artists are hooked on a feeling for year-long Local Colour Aurora project
By Brock Weir

Having lived in Aurora for 26 years and 14 
years respectively, artists Eva Folks and Judy 
Sherman have seen Aurora grow and develop 
in ways they had never thought possible. 

What was once a small town is now a 
bustling area that has expanded outwards 
towards its borders – but whether you believe 
this has helped or hindered this sense of  
community, this duo is aiming to restore 
those tight community bonds through a year-
long art project set to launch this month.

Ms. Folks and Ms. Sherman will be out in 
the fabled Merlin’s Hollow Garden on Centre 
Crescent this Saturday, August 9, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., painting “en plein air” in a 
precursor to more public outdoor painting 
on Saturday, August 16, where they will 
again be painting in the great outdoors in 
conjunction with Doors Open Aurora and the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market. 

They invite you to come up to them, watch 
them work, and ask those all important 
questions as they aim to reintroduce Aurora 
to Aurorans one brushstroke at a time 
through Local Colours Aurora.

The artists have had Local Colours Aurora 
on the backburner for quite some time, 
starting last year with a weekend art show 
hosted by Ms. Sherman in her Sherman 
J studio on Temperance Street. After the 
success of  this event, they looked for a way to 
engage the entire community in their vision.

“Through this project we want to create 
an awareness of  Aurora in Aurora so people 
get involved on all edges of  the boundaries,” 
explains Ms. Sherman. “We hope it will bring 
more of  a community together.”

Exhibitions in places like artists’ studios, 
the Aurora Public Library, and even 
culminating in a grand finale art show at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre in September 
2015 to showcase the fruits of  their labour, 
they, along with a larger group of  artists 
and art students, are setting out to capture 
the landscapes, the people, and other hidden 
gems that make Aurora tick as a community. 

“By painting local people and places, 
it could be just the fellow who drives the 
Zamboni at the ice rink, who everyone 
knows,” says Ms. Sherman. “Merlin’s 
Hollow’s David Tomlinson said he will 
sit for a portrait because he has a really 
cool face. We’re going to be painting at the 

Farmers’ Market because it is so important 
to the community, and even just along Yonge 
Street. Home Hardware has their cat that 
everyone knows, so why not paint the cat? 
What is going to be nice about the show is 
everybody paints differently, so you will have 
a different take on the things in Town. It is 
not just going to be landscapes or portraits 
painted in the traditional ways.”

Eva and Judy paint in anything but the 
traditional ways. While their materials and 
methods might be traditional, Ms. Folks 
describes her personal artistic style as 
“surreal art studies” that focused on wild 
interpretations of, for instance, architecture, 
while Ms. Sherman describes hers as “retro” 
with a bit of  a pop art edge, inspired by 
animation. 

“We are still painting in our styles and 
we’re not going to change that,” says Ms. 
Folks. “I am going to go out into the dog 
park where people normally stand around 
with their coffees and their dogs run around 
– except this time it is going to be the dogs 
standing around having their coffee.”

With an art style that often gears towards 
objects like a Pez dispenser or the Pillsbury 
doughboy, some people having their portraits 
painted by Ms. Sherman shouldn’t be 
surprised if  they are interpreted as a bobble 
head or, yes, as a Pez dispenser. 

“It gives variety to the work at the show 
because not everybody likes a traditional 
landscape or a traditional piece,” says Ms. 
Sherman. 

Adds Ms. Folks: “There is going to be a 
good variety and all the different things 
people bring into it because everybody 
has a different view of  Aurora and they do 
different things.”

At the end of  the day, going out to places 
like the Aurora Farmers’ Market and Merlin’s 
Hollow will allow everyone a chance to see 
what they do, ask questions, and perhaps 
break down barriers. People might see 
artists as “crazy people who just sit in their 
houses and paint all day”, but that couldn’t 
be further from the truth, says Ms. Folks. 

This is a view shared by Ms. Sherman.
“For me, it is about having people 

know about the people in Town, whether 
it be your neighbour, whether it be your 
businesses, any of  that stuff,” she says. “It 
is about bringing an awareness back to that 
community feeling.”
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Aurora student Yvette de Sereville, who recently graduated from AHS, is heading 
into a field this fall she has found not typically associated with young women.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

de Sereville spreads “Girl Power” 
in science before heading to U of T

By Brock Weir

As she set her sights on the 
University of  Toronto’s engineering 
sciences program, Aurora’s Yvette de 
Sereville wasn’t quite sure what to 
expect.

Rising through the ranks at Aurora 
High School, where she was recently 
named top scholar of  this year’s 
graduating class with a mark of  a 
whopping 98.3 per cent, she did more 
than enough to secure her place in 
the program, plus a few scholarships 
to boot, but getting into the program 
itself  wasn’t the only thing on her 
mind. 

“Girls are still a minority in my 
program, but I find it is a growing 
community,” Yvette explains. “I find 
during the adolescent years there 
are a lot of  insecurities, especially 
for women, and everyone feels shy 
to maybe approach that sort of  field 
because it is so male dominant.”

Those “insecurities”, she said 
might be at the root of  the problem, 
but there has been a concerted effort 
to shift those tides. U of  T, for instance 
has hosted an all-girls weekend which 
Yvette says “inspired us to appreciate 
how much we are being welcomed into 
this field.”

“It is great because they really 
encouraged us to feel comfortable,” 
she says. 

It was a lot of  hard work to get 
there. In making the grade by a very 
comfortable margin, Yvette graduated 
Aurora High School this June not only 
with the top mark, but also special 
scholarships from U of  T, as well as 
the Governor General’s Academic 
Achievement Award, and scholarships 
in math, physics, chemistry, and 
French from the York Region District 
School Board. 

“I chose to study science principally 
because I like to discover how the 
world works and the nature of  things,” 
she says. “When I approach something 
that is always my first question. 
Whenever I try to understand, I ask 
why, and I felt science is the best way 
to answer all of  my enquiries.”

This interest started in elementary 
school. By Grade 8 she says she was 
already feeling a connection with 
math and, eventually, science. The 
“logic” of  the fields appealed to her 
and she eventually fell in love with 
the subject. Although she was always 
a good student, she says “I stepped up 
my game” when she got to high school.

“You just figure out what works 
best for you and it is different for each 
student,” she says. “For me, I knew 
which subjects I wanted to spend more 
time on and then I knew which ones I 
could get by just doing a little bit less 
work on. I did a lot of  work during my 
lunch hours and I could get that out of  
the way to spend more time at home 
just to rest and relax.

“It is really important just to 
be healthy, exercise, and do a few 
extracurriculars as well.”

Those extracurriculars were the 
AHS band as well as their Robotics 
club. At AHS, Yvette says she is 
thankful they always “offered 
opportunities for all kinds of  people to 
excel” and it was there she found her 
niche. Teachers were always available 
for extra help, particularly in Grades 
9 and 10, which are often formative 
years for students figuring out what 
they want to do, develop study habits, 
and other methods to help them move 
forward. 

With just a few weeks left before her 
big move to Toronto, Yvette is taking 
a well-earned rest before beginning 
the frantic process of  packing up 

and settling in. She has been keeping 
in touch with those in her program 
over Facebook and through U of  T 
chatrooms and although this will be 
her first time away from home, she is 
ready to get down to business.

“I am most looking forward to 
the challenge because it is a very 
challenging program, and I am looking 
forward to learning time management 
skills because of  all the work I will be 
doing,” she says. “The most important 
thing is to keep healthy and happy. 
When you are in Grade 9 and 10, it’s 
time to explore what works for you, 
and getting to know your strengths 
and weaknesses is really important to 
your success in senior years.”

Concussion Symposium looks to educate on 
player safety in minor hockey

By Jake Courtepatte

Honsberger Physiotherapy Clinic will be holding 
a Concussion Symposium for young athletes at King 
City’s Country Day School on September 27. 

With offices in Aurora and Markham, Honsberger 
has been making an effort to raise awareness of  both 
concussion effects and the preliminary measures an 
athlete should take.

One such measure is what is known as baseline 
testing, a pre-season exam used to measure an 
athlete’s balance, as well as physical and cognitive 
abilities.

While baseline testing is not a preventative 
method, it does allow medical professionals, coaches, 
and parents to better assess an athlete’s concussion 
symptoms.

Efan Gonsalves, a Certified Athletic Therapist and 
Registered Physiotherapist at Honsberger, relies on 
baseline testing for more accurate results.

“The whole idea is to give you a baseline score, 
which gives you a goal of  an objective score,” said 
Gonsalves. “It gives you a number, rather than relying 
exclusively on somebody telling you symptom-wise 
what they are feeling and not feeling.”

According to Gonsalves, forms of  baseline testing 
have been around for close to twenty years. However, 
in its most raw 
form it was what 
Gonsalves called 
“pen and paper 
questionnaires”.

“They would 
be your standard 
‘what’s your 
name’, ‘what day 
is it’ questions,” 
said Gonsalves. 
“It was mostly 
built on looking 
at perception and 
awareness, and 
how well you can 
concentrate and 
focus.”

Gonsalves says 
the main challenge 
of  these tests 
were not just the 
simplicity, but the 
lack of  movement 
as well.

“They’re not 
often testing you 
in motion, in the 
patterns that you 
would be doing for 
your sport. What 
you want to find 
out is not only does 
your brain work, 
but what happens 
now when you 
put it under 
more physical 
pressure.”

Since these 
early days, baseline 
testing has been 
c o m p u t e r i z e d 
for more detailed 
evaluations.

“So now you’re 
still asking the 
same questions, 

but also doing a lot more reaction time and visual-
based tests through computer programs.”

Concussions and their consequences have been a 
major topic of  conversation in the sports world as of  
late. Most recently, the NCAA agreed to a $70 million 
settlement with former and current athletes last 
Wednesday for concussion research and diagnosis.

Gonsalves has worked as 
a trainer for a number of  his 
son’s minor Aurora Tigers 
hockey teams for years. He 
encourages the parents and 
players to put the athlete 
through baseline testing 
during preseasons.

The age limit of  hitting in 
minor hockey was recently 
increased from PeeWee to 
Bantam, meaning players 
don’t body check until they 
are 14 years old. 

As a medical practitioner, 
Gonsalves can see the 
positive side of  allowing 
more physical growth before 

 

The Gathering Place 
210 Edward Street, Aurora 

www.tgpoa.com

 
CAMP!
KIDZ

Bowling Day Camp 
for Ages 5-12 

AUGUST 18th - 22nd
10AM - 3:30 PM daily 
Children bring their own lunch 

PLUS: 
Swimming   Games  Drama
Sports  Music Puppets 

Faith Lessons 
FUN and so much more!!
CALL TODAY 
905.727.2900 

Hosted By: 

BOWLING EVERY DAY 

In November 2013, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

July construction update in brief 
 Concrete floors poured in fitness area
 Concrete for rock climbing wall is complete
 Remaining steel girders installed
 New offices framed-in
 Work has commenced on the reception area and lower offices 

Photos of construction progress are shown below.

ARTIST RENDERING

AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX
Project Update #9

Stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-3123 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFLC for additional 
information.
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By Jake Courtepatte

The Newmarket Under-11 Lady 
Redbirds lacrosse team played host to 
the Orillia Lady Kings last Wednesday 
in an exhibition doubleheader at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe CHS.

Both sides came out hard offensively, 
as the teams combined for fifteen 
goals in an 8 – 7 game one loss for the 
Redbirds.

The offensive onslaughts continued 
in game two, as Paige Baker opened 
the scoring early in the game to put the 
Redbirds ahead. Just minutes later, Ella 
Sullivan found the back of  the net after 
taking advantage of  a gap in the Orillia 
defence, putting the home side up 2 – 0.

After allowing four straight Orillia 
goals, the Redbirds would mount a 
comeback culminating in a Lauren 

McCartney shot finding the bottom left 
corner to tie it late in the game.

With just six minutes left and 
the score tied at 6 -6, goalie Sarah 
Steinbacher gave her team a boost by 
squaring up to make a nice chest save 
off  an in-tight Orillia shot.

Brooke Piper would then find an 
opening that would lead to a breakaway, 
but the potential go-ahead goal was 
turned away by the Orillia keeper. 
However, she would get her second 
chance with only two minutes left and 
the Redbirds down 7 – 6, potting her 
third goal of  the game to end the match 
in a 7 – 7 tie.

Now in their second season, the Lady 
Redbirds compete at the U11, U13, and 
U15 levels.

For more information, visit  
www.redbirdslacrosse.com.

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

REGARDING
2014/2015 REGISTRATION 

In house registration at our office at ACC1 
will be available on the following dates:

 Wednesdays, August 6, 13, 20 and 27 from 7-9pm

REGISTRATION fees for the 2014/2015 season are: 

$655.00  Players born 1994 through 2008*
$555.00 All new players to the association born 1994 – 2008*
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2007 and 2008 must register 
in person and submit a copy of a birth certificate and pro

of of residency. 

It is recommended that 2008 players have either 
taken skating lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey.

 
PLAYERS MUST BE REGISTERED 

PRIOR TO ANY TRYOUTS 
FOR AAA OR ANY AMHA 

REP/SELECT TEAM. 

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Refunds (less $25 admin fee) will be issued to anyone 
withdrawing prior to September 1, 2014.

Coaching applications for our Select program 
(Tyke – Midget) are now available on our website.

NEW REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/
The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated 

that one parent per family must complete the 
online “Respect In Sport” 

– Parent Program in order for their child 
to be rostered 

to an AMHA team this season

Aurora Minor
Hockey 

Association

proof of residency.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS
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www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial offer.

Volleyball coach Bruce Stafford storms into Aurora Sports Hall of Fame
By Jake Courtepatte

Bruce Stafford can be found at the 
helm of  an organization bringing 
the sport of  volleyball to hundreds of  
young athletes across Aurora.

His efforts and dedication to 
volleyball have led him into the 2014 
class of  inductees to the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame.

Stafford played high school volleyball 
throughout his teens in North York, 
as a self-proclaimed “sports nut who 
paid more attention to athletics than 
academics.” 

His transition to coaching came in 
the early 1970’s, when a work-to-rule 
strike hit the local schools.

“There were a few years there when 
we as athletes had to find a way to keep 
our sports teams going,” said Stafford. 
“So we had to cover these roles.”

In his grade twelve year, Stafford 
took on the head coaching position of  
the senior women’s volleyball team. 
He also became a player/coach of  the 
senior men’s team.

In 1979, Stafford took over the 
Ryerson University women’s volleyball 
team while getting his education. He 
held the position for seven seasons, 
once bringing the underdog team to the 
OUA playoffs.

After resigning to focus on his family, 
Stafford continued to be involved 
with various club teams throughout 
Ontario. In 1992, he coached a team at 
the Ontario Summer Games.

“I was still really enjoying the 
coaching aspect of  it,” said Stafford. 
“So when my kids got to an age where 
they started getting involved in school, 
they said ‘dad, didn’t you use to coach? 
We should start a club!”

Stafford and his oldest daughter 
recruited some of  her friends and 
athletes from the local elementary 
school. In September of  1998, The 
Storm was born.

“I just thought, here’s a great 
opportunity to provide kids the 
education and learning of  this great 
sport that anyone can play.”

The Storm originally consisted 
of  two girls’ teams, one for each of  
Stafford’s daughters born seventeen 

months apart.
By word of  mouth, the Storm 

expanded to five teams the following 
year.

“When the next tryouts came the 
following September, there were just 
too many kids there to send home,” 
said Stafford. “I thought, why not just 
keep everybody?”

What began as a two-team operation 
has since grown to an expansive 
program covering all different ages and 
skill sets, including Rep, Select, Beach, 
and the in-house “Storm League”.

As for being inducted into the 
ASHoF, Stafford said he was “literally 
dumbfounded.”

“I was totally blown away. I try to be 
in the background most of  the time. 

When I’m working with the kids I’m 
in my element, I’d rather just watch 
the kids and see how they’re being 
successful.”

Stafford recalled the moment that he 
realized the impact he had on the local 
athletic community, when he was told 
that regardless of  what he has done, he 
“provided an opportunity that was not 
there.”

The Storm’s 
website has 
the message 
“ P r o v i d i n g 
Opportunities” 
across the home 
page, which 
Stafford says is 
the organization’s 
main goal for 
young athletes.

C o n c e r n i n g 
the future of  the 
Aurora Storm, 
Stafford hopes to 
pass the reigns 

onto some of  his graduating classes 
from the sixteen years of  team history.

“We’ve got kids starting to cycle 
back,” said Stafford. “They’re finished 
university, some of  them are moving 
home, or getting jobs in the area. Some 
of  them want to get involved.”

“I think if  I can split it up and teach 
the right people, the organization can 
continue on for years to come.”

Stafford gives some last minute  
instructions to his STORM team. 

Supplied photo

U11 Lady Redbirds doubleheader comes down to the wire

The Redbirds take to the 
field at St. Maximilian Kolbe  
Catholic High School last 
Wednesday in an exhibition 
game of women’s lacrosse,  
a first for Aurora. 

Auroran photo  
by Jake Courtepatte
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Hugh Graham and KingRidge Stables’ Distant Star 3E, winners of the 2013 
$50,000 CSI 2* Zucarlos Grand Prix. 

Photo by Ben Radvanyi Photography

Orangeville Show Jumping Tournament 
celebrates 30th anniversary

By Angela Gismondi
 
The Orangeville Show Jumping 

Tournament features fun for the 
whole family.

The 30th annual horse show, taking 
place from Aug. 14 to 17, features 
world-class show jumping in four 
competition rings – two jumper 
and two hunter - at the 84-acre 
Orangeville Agricultural Society 
(OAS) Event Centre, located minutes 
from downtown Orangeville.

 “We have everything from 
Olympic level athletes, to amateur 
level athletes to kids on ponies and 
everything in between,” said event 
organizer Ainsley Hayes. “It’s fun 
for the whole family, an event that 
everyone can come and enjoy.”

The Orangeville Show Jumping 
Tournament is run by the Hayes family, 
led by two-time Canadian Olympian 
Jay Hayes and his wife, Shawn, 
who act as the co-presidents of  the 
tournament. Their three daughters, 
Lauren, Ainsley and Regan, all 
play vital roles in the competition’s 
organization and success. The family 
has been organizing show jumping 
tournaments in various locations 
across Ontario for 30 years. Three 
years ago the Hayes, who own a horse 
farm in Mono, decided to move the 
tournament closer to home. The OAS 
Event Centre was the perfect choice.

“It’s ideal for our sport,” said 
Ainsley. “The OAS has great footing 
naturally; sand over grass.  It’s one of  
my dad’s favourite sayings ‘no foot, no 
horse.’  No footing, no horse show.’”

The tournament began in 1984 when 
a group of  equestrian enthusiasts 
from all walks of  life decided to get 
together and organize an event to 
celebrate the sport. The horse show 
was held in Sutton for two years 
until organizers decided to move it to 
Collingwood where it was held for 21 
years. There, the event grew and in 
1995, it became a two week event.

“There was a demand for more,” 
explained Hayes. “People loved the 
horse show and they didn’t just want 
to spend one week up there.” 

After celebrating 21 years in 
Collingwood, the Hayes moved their 
event to Nepean for four years.  

“It was a great event, really well 
received by the community, but it was 
never home,” noted Ainsley, adding 
the tournament’s new home is right 
in the family’s back yard and helps 
support the community.

 “This area and all the surrounding 
areas are horse communities,” 
Ainsley stated. “Being here in this 
area is really great for our sport. We 
live in this area and this event brings 
in a lot of  tourism dollars. By bringing 
it closer to home, we are supporting 
and engaging our community.”

She pointed out that it has become 

very expensive to travel in the last few 
years and bringing the event closer to 
home makes it more economical for 
people to participate and attend.

Friday and Saturday offer the 
perfect opportunity to enjoy the 
sport at its best. Friday’s ‘Derby Day’ 
culminates in the $5,000 Mitton/
Lewtas Canadian Hunter Derby. Pack 
a picnic and enjoy a Pommies Dry 
Cider tailgate party while watching 
the horses and riders test their skills 
and finesse over natural obstacles on 
the open grass field. A full schedule of  
hunter classes are offered in the main 
hunter grass ring all week long, while 
on Friday the ponies will compete on 
natural sand to celebrate ‘Pony Day’; 
including Pony Power Qualifiers.

Saturday night puts show jumping 
in the spotlight with the main event 
beginning at 6 p.m., the $50,000 CSI2* 
Zucarlos Grand Prix, presented 
by Kubota Canada and Stewart’s 
Equipment. 

Other show jumping highlights 
include Thursday’s $5,000 Hayes Co. 
Open Welcome and Friday’s Mitton/
Lewtas Family Jump Canada Talent 
Squad. Young Horse classes for five 
and six-year-olds will be held on 
Saturday afternoon, as well as the 
very special seven and eight-year-old 
class held in memory of  Lynn Millar, 
the late wife of  10-time Canadian 
Olympian Ian Millar. The Saturday 
afternoon session wraps up with the 
$2,500 Premier Marine 1.40m Junior/
Amateur Classic. The event will also 
include a Kids Zone with activities 
for children of  all ages.

Sunday features the $10,000 1.35m 
Highland Meadows Modified Grand 
Prix while the youngest riders on 
the show grounds will strut their 
stuff  in the adorable leadline 
competition. To cap off  the week, the 
Iron Horse Farm Jumper Parade of  
Champions will recognize all of  the 
outstanding performances at this 
year’s Orangeville Show Jumping 
Tournament, including the Equifit 
Inc. Top Trainer Award and the M. 
Michael Meller Style Award.

Throughout the week, spectators 
can enjoy the action from the 
ringside ‘Champions Pub’, open to 
all, or purchase seating in the VIP 
tent. Pommies Dry Cider will be 
flowing in both locations.

The Hayes family hopes to 
continue the event for many years to 
come.

“We hope to expand and keep 
growing,” said Ainsley. “It’s still a 
relatively new event in this area.”

For more information on 
the Orangeville Show Jumping 
Tournament, including the prize 
list, entry forms and sponsorship 
opportunities, please visit  
www.hayesco.ca or e-mail  
info@hayesco.ca.

Brandon and Katie wait patiently to cut loose with “Footloose” at Town Park on 
Sunday night. Sponsored by State Farm, this retro installment of the Movies 
in the Park series featured the classic 1984 musical starring Kevin Bacon and 
John Lithgow. Movies in the Park returns Tuesday, August 26, from 6 – 10 p.m. 
with an End of Summer Superhero Party at Hickson Park (Conover and Borea-
lis), and again on Thursday, August 28, at Norm Weller Park (McClennan Way,  
just east of Bathurst).          Auroran photo by David Falconer

www.embassycards.com
Tel: 905-841-9700  Fax: 905-841-8743

 cards@embassycards.com

Business cards, Brochures, Flyers 
Custom Designs for All your Marketing needs!

Express Printing - same day!
Large Format Design (Signs & Banners)
 Custom Greeting / All Occasion Cards

Embassy Print & Design

10 % Summer discount on all printing!
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Arts & Culture

Friday, September 12th

Saturday, September 13th

5pm to Midnight

5pm to Midnight

Admission $25

Admission $75

FEATURING

Tim Hicks

FEATURING

Lonestar
Beverley Mahood

Texas style BBQ
Prospector's Raffle • Silent Auction 

Silent Auction

Wolfcreek Band

Wolfcreek Band

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Doors Open 2014: Visit The Petch House  
on Saturday August 16

By Jacqueline Stuart

The Petch house is associated with Isaac 
Petch, one of  the sons of  a Yorkshire family 
who came to Whitchurch Township in 1817. 

Jonathan Petch, the head of  the family, had 
been a ship’s carpenter and no doubt passed 
on woodworking knowledge to his farmer sons. 
Family lore says that the house was built in 1844, 
but experts have said that 
there are some indications 
of  an earlier date, perhaps 
even the 1820s. 

The Petch family settled 
at the northeast corner of  
what is now Wellington 
and Leslie; the lot extended 
eastward as far as Woodbine. 

Isaac married a neighbour, 
Emma Hacking, in 1844. If  
the family’s date for the log 
house is correct, then the 
construction of  the dwelling 
may well have been prompted 
by the need for a house for 
the young couple. The house 
was on the north half  of  
the original lot, which was 
bisected horizontally to 
provide farms for Isaac and 
one of  his brothers, John.

With the deaths of  Isaac 
(in 1899) and Emma (in 1904), this Petch farm 
passed out of  the family, but the old log house 
was treasured by the owners who followed.

The late twentieth century brought immense 
change to the whole environment of  the Petch 
farms. Highway 404 sliced vertically through 
the properties, and brought with it pressure for 
commercial development with easy access to 
the highway and Wellington.

With the sale of  the farm for re-development 
to SmartCentres, the log house was removed 
from the site under an agreement with the 
developer.

The house perched forlornly on the east side 
of  Leslie Street for several years, a bit south 
of  Wellington. Unoccupied and exposed to the 
elements, its condition deteriorated.

After much debate and consultation, it was 
finally decided to dismantle the house, save all 
usable components, and have the house rebuilt 
as closely as possible to its original appearance, 
with appropriate replacement materials where 
necessary. This work was carried out under the 

guidance of  timber building expert Peter van 
Nostrand and by Town of  Aurora Parks and 
Recreation staff. 

The site selected as the permanent location 
for the building was at the main entrance to the 
Aurora Arboretum, which is, of  course, where 
you will visit the Petch Log House on Doors 
Open Aurora day. 

“But that’s not a log house!” exclaims the 
passer-by. 

One step inside will assure 
the visitor that it is indeed 
a log house, but it is true 
enough that on the exterior 
the logs are completely 
hidden by narrow horizontal 
boards. 

Far from being an 
unfortunate modernization, 
this cladding is exactly what 
most early log house owners 
dreamed of. 

For some, the clapboard 
siding had to await the 
accumulation of  sufficient 
funds and easy access to 
a sawmill. For others – 
probably including the 
owner of  the Petch house, 
built at a relatively late date 
– the boards were applied 
at the outset. The boards 

met practical needs such as keeping out the 
wind and moisture, and they also were strong 
indicators that the owners were relatively 
prosperous. 

They were also reminders of  the “real” houses 
which some log house owners remembered 
from Great Britain or older parts of  the United 
States.

No early photos of  the Petch house have 
come to light, so how do we know about the 
board siding? Mainly because of  the form of  
construction used at the corners of  the exterior 
walls. 

The joints between the logs are squared off  
and provide no means of  shedding water: they 
were not meant to be exposed to the weather. 
Sloping dovetail joints, on the other hand, 
would have provided the slanted surfaces 
which allowed water to run away. 

Further, the logs are punctured with the 
holes where the boards were nailed on. The 
removal of  the original boards decades ago, 
possibly in the belief  that they were not 

Petch House now stands at the entrance of the Aurora  
Arboretum.                 Submitted photo

authentic, hastened the deterioration of  the logs.
Inside, the visitor can see the great size of  those logs. 

How old were those trees when they were cut down in 
the 1840s or earlier? On Doors Open Aurora day it may 
be difficult to get a quiet moment in the Petch log house, 
but if  you have the opportunity, imagine away the other 
people, the noise of  traffic, the lights by the front door. 

Imagine the house back on its original site to the east, on 
a rise of  land and surrounded by a mixture of  cultivated 
fields and forest. Imagine the Petch children growing up 
here, cold in the winter, hot in the summer. Imagine Isaac 
and Emma moving into their first home together. 

Imagine the logs as trees in the forest, not yet seen by 
any European. 

The Petch house can take you on a long journey into 
the past.

The Petch house will feature a number of  fun, family-
oriented pioneer activities on-site from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
To help plan your day on Saturday August 16, be sure to 
check out www.doorsopenontario.on.ca  to see a full list 
of  participating sites for the Doors Open Aurora event.
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YR Senior 55+ 
Senior Summer 

Games:

Email a brief description and pictures to heather@caledoncitizen.com 
with “Car Show” in the subject line.

Tell us about it.
Your Car Show could be featured in Motoring

Having a 
Car Show?

Work starts up again on Yonge & Industrial 
property, raising eyebrows at Town Hall

By Brock Weir

Alarm bells were raised at Town Hall 
earlier this week after work began again 
on a piece of  property in the south end 
of  Aurora that was subject of  scrutiny 
last summer. 

Bylaw officers were on the scene 
Monday morning of  a construction site 
on the west side of  Yonge Street near 
Industrial Parkway South after trucks 
began removing topsoil, or fill, from the 
site, according to Neil Garbe, CAO for 
the Town of  Aurora. Staff  intercepted 
them and asked them to cease.

The end goal from the Town’s 
perspective is to remove the soil dumped 
there last year, but timing is everything. 

“We have laid charges previously 
and we’re working through the case 
right now through the court system to 
put a framework agreement in place 
guiding how the restoration of  that 
site will take place,” said Mr. Garbe. 
“They will have to remove the fill at 
some point, so I think they just jumped 
the gun on it. They were waiting for a 
road access permit from the Region, 
which I understand they got, so they 

were anxious to get started. However, 
what we would like them to do is do it 
during business hours and that it be 
done under supervision so that we can 
monitor what is going on at the site and 
make sure it is [restored] back to its 
original state.

Stop work notices were issued on 
the site in question back in July 2013, 
after what the Town of  Aurora and the 
Region of  York described as “illegal” 
clearing and cutting. The land had been 
under close watch after 1.5 hectares of  
trees were removed from the site, which 
is on the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Legal proceedings were then 
commenced by the Region and the Town 
against the property owners, which is 
still before the courts.

“We’re certainly working towards an 
understanding of  how we want things 
done, and this was certainly outside 
those boundaries,” said Mr. Garbe. 
“Whether we need to press another 
site alteration charge or not is still a 
question. We will be looking in the next 
day or two at working with the owners 
and trying to bring resolution to the 
whole situation.” 

Congratulations to our members 
who received medals for the various 
events held in York Region: Nick Cary, 
Bea Ego, Evellyn Foster, Annette 
Gagne, Joanne Keates, Tom Keates, 
Lorna Nadeau, Minoo Nejad, Kanji 
Patel, Myrna Rawlins, Bill Summers, 
Don Zecchino.

 
Congratulation Erlinda Biondic
As mentioned to me by husband 

George, Erlinda competed in her first 
walking race ever. She completed at 
the age of  74, 212km in a three day 
race in May 2014 in Augusta, NJ. As 
a result she set nine Canadian Age 
records and two World Age Records. 
Erlinda, as a member and Volunteer 
of  our Seniors’ Centre, we are all 
proud of  your achievements.

 
Aurora Seniors’ Association’s 

Evergreen Choir  
Rehearsals Recommence 

Our last season was exciting, 
fulfilling and fun, as I am sure 
the coming one will be. Our first 
practice, under the direction of  Dr. 
Richard Heinzle, will take place on 
Wednesday, September 10, from 1.45 
p.m. to 3.15 p.m. in the West McKenzie 
Hall, Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

As before, members are re-quested 
to be present by 1.30 to pick up music 
or other information. Enrolments 
can again be made at the front desk 
of  the Centre starting in August, and 
it would be appreciated if  members 
did this before the first practice if  
convenient. Our choir, composed 
of  sopranos, altos, tenors and 
basses, is over 40 members strong, 
and, as always, we look forward to 
welcoming new ones. The Evergreen 
Choir is open to members of  the ASA 
Seniors Centre. Membership to join 

the Centre is $20 for Aurora residents 
and $25 for non-residents. If  you have 
any questions, please inquire at the 
Reception Desk, 90 John West Way, 
Aurora, or call 905-726-4767.

 
Art Class Showing at the  

Town of Aurora Skylight Gallery
Congratulations to the three 

artists from our Seniors’ Centre who 
are showing their art display for the 
month of  August 2014! Please take the 
time to see their art work displayed 
in the Starlight Gallery, third floor 
at Town Hall. The artists involved in 
the display are: Bud Switzer, Marlene 
Ash and Ron Lorenz. 

 
Seniors’ Day at the  

Farmers Market – August 2, 2014
I wish to take this opportunity 

to thank you all for your help and 
participation in this special event 
at the Town Park. I think everyone 
enjoyed the show, the information 
booth, the chess games, setting up 
of  the sound system and erecting the 
information canopy booths. Without 
volunteers an event such as this one 
would not be possible as we always 
need the “behind the scenes” people 
as in most shows. I think the audience 
really enjoyed the show and showed 
it with their applause!

To Dave and to some of  the Keep 
Singing group

To Charles and the line dancers
To Cliff, Jim, Jimmy, Alex and Bud 

for their singing
To John for his playing on the 

electronic keyboard
To Joy for playing the piano
And to Lorraine for singing

Thanks again everyone for a great 
show!

SENIOR
SCaPE
Charles Sequeira

Baseline testing is key in 
managing damage: symposium
introducing hitting.

“At eleven and twelve years old, there 
are a lot of  things that are changing 
in the brain. That’s probably when as 
players they’re the most vulnerable to the 
damages of  concussion injury, for short 
and long term.”

“It’s such a radical time when the 
brain is changing from the child side of  
functioning to the 
adult side.”

While different 
athletic governing 
bodies may have 
varying methods 
of  concussion 
testing, Gonsalves 
says the latest 
s t a n d a r d i z e d 
test is the Sport 
C o n c u s s i o n 
Assessment Tool 
3 (SCAT3). SCAT3 
tests an athlete’s 
physical and 
mental responses, 
both for baseline 
testing and 
for those post-
concussion.

The Concussion 
S y m p o s i u m 
will not only be 
geared towards 
athletes, but 
coaches, parents, 
and health care 
providers as well.

“We want 
everyone on the 
same page,” said 
Gonsalves. “So 
that each group 
understands the 
challenges and 
pitfalls from each 
side, and can 
hopefully come up 
with some better 

strategies to manage the communication 
gap.”

The Auroran will be visiting the 
Honsberger Physiotherapy Clinic next 
week to get hands-on experience with 
baseline testing. Look for the results in 
next week’s edition.

More information on the Symposium 
can be found at www.honsbergerphysio.
com.
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2014 ORANGEVILLE 
SHOW   
JUMPING            
TOURNAMENT

OAS EVENT CENTRE 
24070 5 SIDEROAD
www.hayesco.ca

August 14-17

SINCE 1955

www.hhcfoundation.com

Mitton Lewtas 
Family

Iron Horse 
Farm

OPENS 
AUGUST 15

Info Line: 416.263.3330
† Does not include rides and The ZIP LINE. 

All programs subject to change. *Separate Ticket.

3 4

ALL EVENTS FREE WITH ADMISSION!†

2

1 The ZIP LINE
presented by PC Financial®  
Daily | $20 per speedy thrill*

Candice Olson
Interior Design Expert 
Sat Aug 23

Tom Cochrane
with Autumns Cannon  
Sat Aug 30

Food 
Truck Frenzy
Fri Aug 22 to Sun Aug 24

2

3

4
The Beat of Toronto

1

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SPECIAL TICKET

DISCOUNTS & OFFERS
         visit 
TheEx.com

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

I promise to bring strong leadership and good governance to 
Town Council through a collaborative management style and a focus on 

moving the business of the citizens of Aurora forward.

JIM ABRAM

“A PROVEN RECORD OF COMMITTMENT, PASSION & EXPERIENCE”
I would be honoured if you would vote for me on October 27th

For AURORA TOWN COUNCILLOR

       jimabram@sympatico.ca                                           905-713-3143

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

And now it’s August. 
We have just experienced 

one of  the busiest days 
this season at the Farmers’ 
Market. Fortunately, the 
rain held off  and we had a 
warm but not humid day for 
our annual Seniors’ Day. 

The seniors were set up 
under a canopy inviting 
people to play chess with 
an expert and they also provided us with 
great entertainment from 10 – 11.30 a.m.

Thank you to Charles Sequeira, 
the President of  the Aurora Seniors’ 
Association, for emceeing the 
entertainment and to all the talented 
performers who volunteered to sing and 
dance for our enjoyment.

The Farmers’ tables are now groaning 
under the weight of  all the produce now 
available. Local corn is now readily 
available, as well as cauliflower, broccoli 
and red cabbage. 

The first of  the field tomatoes are 
arriving as well. As for fruit, we have 
both raspberries and strawberries, and 
now the red and black currants, red 
gooseberries, wild blueberries, cherries 
and yellow plums are ready. Andy, of  19th 
Avenue Farm, had beautiful apricots on 
Saturday and there will be more available 
next week. It is an abundant time at the 
Farmers’ Market.

Now, I’d like you to meet Johnmark 
of  Cracklin Kettle Corn. He grew up 
in Uxbridge and attended Uxbridge 
Secondary School He was a clarinet player 
and a participant in the school music 
programme. He loved being in the band 
and the thrill of  mastering the technical 
difficulties of  the pieces they were 
required to play. 

He appreciated being part of  a group 
of  kids who were working together to 
achieve a goal. That experience taught 
him principles that he uses today.

He grew up in a divided family: he and 
his mom and his step-dad and his three 
boys. As a teen, he had little mentoring, and 
since he lived in a rural area far from town, 
he had few friends to socialize with. He 
spent a lot of  time with his grandparents 
on Lake Simcoe in the summers.

He attended Pickering College for 
his final year of  high school and loved 
living on campus. He was exposed to 
students from a variety of  different ethnic 
backgrounds and cultures.

There was a dichotomy however. 
Johnmark felt that he was different from 
the others because he lived by his own 
principles and ethics and was teased 
because of  that. However, those principles 
received high praise from his teachers. He 

found a creative way to drum 
up support and acceptance 
from the students. He created 
a cantina in his dorm room 
and acquired supplies that 
he sold to students at better 
prices than those offered by 
the vending machines. 

An entrepreneur was born. 
He continued this for some 

time until he was caught 
by the Dean. Apparently the Dean was 
amazed that the booming little enterprise 
was operating right under his nose. 

By the time he was 28, Johnmark 
had bought his first house and became a 
landlord. He then began his career of  self-
employment. He was smitten by the idea 
of  building something from scratch out 
of  nothing. He loved the idea of  pooling 
resources to form a business, a product 
or a brand in a fun environment while 
making money. He is attracted to the idea 
of  creating an idea that helps people have 
a better day while making money at the 
same time.

Johnmark’s creativity continues today 
with many ideas, inventions and plans. 
One of  those resulted in the creation 
of  his business at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market called Cracklin Kettle Corn Inc. 

Kettle corn is simply corn oil, sugar 
and popcorn brewed in a large kettle over 
high heat. After it is popped, it is lightly 
salted. The combination of  salty and 
sweet has been very popular. His brother-
in law, Steven, helps him at the booth. 

He used to work for the government as 
an economist but the work was dull and 
repetitive. Now Steven and Johnmark 
have a great routine and enjoy working 
together at the Market. They are located 
near the end of  the row on Wells Street 
on the west side. Drop by to say hello and 
ask for a sample.

The next special event at the Market 
takes place on August 16th and is our 
new Family Day. We will have about 20 
tables for a Mom-to Mom sale between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. There will be a children’s 
entertainer, Markus Music, from 11 – 12 
noon as well as a face painter and balloon 
animals. We will also have kids’ crafts, a 
scavenger hunt and our usual draw for 
a Market bag full of  donations from our 
Market vendors. The draw for the Market 
bag will take place at noon.

This is a new event for us and we are 
very excited to be able to focus on families 
on this day so please plan to attend 
with your children and grandchildren 
to participate in this exciting new 
endeavour.

See you at the Market!

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

SENIORS DAY AT THE MARKET
The Aurora Farmers’ Market, in association with the Aurora Seniors 
Association, hosted Seniors Day on Saturday. Seniors entertained the 
crowds at the 
Town Park band 
shell as patrons 
of the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market 
did their week-
end shopping. 
While there was 
a lot of fun to be 
had at the band 
shell, fun for 
the more seri-
ous-minded was 
provided by Bri-
an Warburton, 
left, who was on 
hand for a chess 
challenge. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir
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FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SERVICES

HELP WANTED

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 3 Bedroom upper 
– newly renovated, sepa-
rate entrance. Yard and 
parking. Available August 
1. Walk to GO station. No 
pets/no smoking. $1600 
all inclusive. 905-727-8046 
x 22.

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT. 1 Bedroom Base-
ment – newly renovated, 
separate entrance. Yard 
and parking. Available 
August 1. Walk to GO sta-
tion. No pets/no smoking. 
$1000 all inclusive. 905-727-
8046 x 22.

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your services 
all the time, 

but,
 if you want to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in

The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Call: 905-727-3300

HIRING  
EXPERIENCED
 LINE COOKS 

Please email resume to 
info@awshucks.ca 

or apply within. 
15230 Yonge Street Aurora. 

905-727-5100
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905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

Courses Starting: 

AUGUST 25 
4 Days

COMING EVENTS

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

25% OFF
WINTER COATS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

25% OFF
All ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

JULY 5 – SEPTEMBER 6
The Pine Tree Potters Guild 

hosts “Earth to Fire”, a new 
exhibition of  fine art ceramics 
by members of  the guild, to 
showcase works that move 
beyond the functional. Featuring 
46 pieces selected by ceramics 
expert Bruce Cochrane, he has 
gone a step further and singled 
out seven exceptional pieces as 
award winners. Guild members 
were encouraged to stretch their 
artistic vision and create their 
own statement pieces, and the 
results will be spread over two 
galleries at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre. Additional features 
include a ceramic “patchwork 
quilt.”

AUGUST 1 – 29
Artists Marlene Ash, Bud 

Switzer and Ron Lorenz of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre have 
taken over the Skylight Gallery 
at Aurora Town Hall for a new art 
exhibition. The Gallery is open 
from 8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
to Friday.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 7
Aurora’s Sobeys Extra will 

host an evening of  education, 
discussing what GMO foods really 
are, how they are impacting the 
population, and how you can 
reduce your intake of  Genetically 
Modified Organisms. The class is 
free, but registration is required. 
For more information, call 905-
726-2530.

* * * * 
Artists Marlene Ash, Bud 

Switzer and Ron Lorenz of  the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre will 
host a reception in the Skylight 
Gallery at Aurora Town Hall this 
evening from 7 – 9 p.m. to mark 
the opening of  their exhibition. 
Enter the gallery from the rear 
north entrance of  the building.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 12
Create an obstacle course 

at the Aurora Public Library: 

Wriggle through a tunnel, do the 
limbo and quote your favourite 
book character. Use these ideas 
in writing or drawing funny, silly, 
over-the-top actions for family 
and friends to do in your custom 
obstacle course. Armed with craft 
paper, sidewalk chalk, books, 
props and ideas, we’ll create and 
then test each other’s personal 
course! 2 – 3 p.m. Ages 6 – 8. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13
Build-a-Bot: The Aurora 

Public Library hosts the Build-
A-Bot Makeshop today from 10 
– 11.30 a.m. for kids five and up. 
Build your own simple magnetic 
robot. Try different variations, 
see how big you can make your 
‘bot’ and learn some fun magnetic 
magic tricks. Drop in!

* * * * 
The Aurora Chamber of  

Commerce hosts a pub night this 
evening at Crabby Joe’s Tap & 
Grill (125 Pederson Drive) from 
5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. for Chamber 
members, as well as non-
members. Cash bar.

* * * * 
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park 

series continues tonight at 7 p.m. 
at Town Park with The Jersey 
Boys Tribute, featuring songs like 
“Sherrie”, “Big Girls Don’t Cry” 
and “Dawn (Go Away)” will create 
“Oh What a Night” for the whole 
family. Join us for a memorable 
Jersey Boys tribute created 
by Pauly and the Goodfellas. 
Concerts run from 7 – 9 p.m. Bring 
your own lawn chairs. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16
Time Travel Photos at the 

Aurora Public Library: Travel 
back in time as we insert your 
photograph into a scene from 
Aurora’s past. Fool history and 
sport a fake moustache produced 
on the Library’s 3D printer. Select 
your backdrop and we’ll email 
you your spoofed photo. All are 
welcome as part of  Doors Open 

Aurora from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 

* * * * 
DIY Recycling: What can 

you make from junk? Anything 
you like! Use your creativity 
and do a little recycling too. 
The Aurora Public Library will 
have interesting (clean) items 
that aren’t wanted anymore and 
you are welcome to bring some 
of  your own. We’ll also have 
scissors, glue, and other sticky 
things, and lots of  decorations for 
your creation! Part of  Doors Open 
Aurora, from 2 – 4 p.m. Ages five 
and up. 

AUGUST 19 - 22
Do you speak math? The 

transition to high school math can 
be challenging! Get a head start 
with teacher and mathematician 
Danielle Rasu-Park at the Aurora 
Public Library for four sessions. 
Topics include operations with 
integers, fractions, solving 
equations and more. For students 
entering Grade 9 Academic math 
classes. Tuesday to Friday  from 
2 – 3.15 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20
Aurora’s Concerts in the 

Park series continues tonight 
at 7 p.m. at Town Park with Les 
Smith – Fresh Horses. Join us for 
the ultimate tribute performance 
to Garth Brooks, the #1 selling 
musical artist in US history. Don’t 
miss this evening of  high-energy 
country music. Concerts run 
from 7 – 9 p.m. Bring your own 
lawn chairs. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 22
The Aurora branch of  the 

Royal Canadian Legion will 
host a British Pub Night this 
evening beginning at 6 p.m. 
Experience the fun of  an evening 
at a typical British pub. Music, 
games, lots of  prizes, food, and 
camaraderie galore! Fish & Chips 
wrapped in the old English way 
– in newspaper! $8 pp. For more 
information, call 905-727-9932.

MONDAY, AUGUST 25
LEGO at the Library: Today is 

Drop-in Library LEGO Day at the 
Aurora Public Library. Join us for 
some free creative building fun at 
the Library from 2.30 – 4 p.m. Meet 
new friends and work together to 
make amazing LEGO creations! 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27
Aurora’s Concerts in the Park 

series concludes tonight at 7 p.m. 
at Town Park for Green River CCR 
– the best loved music of  Credence 
Clearwater Revival! This fun night 
of  country rock includes “Proud 
Mary”, “Suzie Q”, “Who’ll Stop 
the Rain” and all their great hits. 
Concert runs from 7 – 9 p.m. Bring 
your own lawn chairs. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
End of  Summer ART BLAST – 

Take a break from technology. Join 
artists from Sherman J. Studio and 
Local Colour Aurora as they show 
off  their latest paintings. Styles 
range from traditional to quirky 
and everything in between. Come 
and meet the artists and explore 
their visual language of  shape and 
colour. This Fine Art Show and Sale 
takes place at 89 Temperance Street 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. All ages are 
welcome and admission is free.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
The Aurora Seniors 

Association welcomes you to the 
annual Country & Western Dance 
from 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre (90 John 
West Way). Come and dance to 
the sounds of  the Dustaleros Big 
Band for only $10 a ticket. All ages 
welcome. Refreshments will be 
available and there will be a cash 
bar. Tickets will be sold at the 
Seniors’ Centre starting August 
4. Get your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment.

To submit your event send 
details in 100 words or less to 
letters@auroran.com with the 
subject line “Coming Events”. 

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Buyer / Purchaser –
Metal Fabrication Plant – $50K
Senior Contract Administrator –
New Homes – $55k
CNC, Water Jet Operators –
Days, Nights
Sales Manager – Pure Water 
Systems – $70k
Plumbing Apprentice – In home 
installations
CNC Lathe Operator – Urgent
– Bolton
Outside- Yard Forklift Operator
Mechanical Assemblers
Farm Machinery Mechanic
Reception – Weston
Inventory Clerk – Weston

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

CALLING
ALL

CARRIERS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking 
newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or  
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route  A-15
Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights Dr., 
Laurentide Ave., Illingworth 
Crt., Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt. - 
119 houses
Route A-21
Kitimat Crescent, Tecumseh 
Drive, Huron Court – 105 
houses
Route A-26
Haida Drive, Collins Crescent, 
Durham Crescent, Sunray 
Place Jasper Drive – 192 
houses (can be divided into 2 
routes)
Route A-27
Machell Avenue, Irwin Avenue 
– 39 houses
Route B-5
Spruce Street, Catherine Ave, 
Maple St, Mark Street, Odin 
Crescent - 172 houses (can be 
divided into 2 routes)

Route D-10b
Morning Crescent and 
Simmons Crescent  - 46 
houses
Route D-16
Temperance Street, Reuben 
Street, Ransom Court -  63 
houses
Route D-27
Patrick Drive, Webster Drive, 
Hutchinson Road, Richardson 
Drive - 108 houses
Route D-28b
Richardson Drive (part of), Lee 
Gate - 69 houses
Route F-7
Mavrinac Blvd / Suffolk Ave / 
Bilbrought Ave / Fourarce Way 
/ Brooks Ave - 100 houses
Route F-18
Nicklaus Drive, Steel Drive, 
Mavrinac Blvd west side 
between Nicklaus & Halldorson 
Ave - 99 houses
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From page 1

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

 reverse osmosis filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refineosoft Water Softener and receive a 

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

Athlete partnered with “Golden Girl”

Harold Kim wants to be “part of team” to plan solid vision for Aurora
By Brock Weir

Harold Kim jokes that his wife often 
refers to him as “Captain Justice” 
in that if  he sees injustice going on 
anywhere, he often wants to step in and 
see what he can do about it. 

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Kim 
came to Canada 41 years ago, settling 
in Aurora from Oak Ridges four years 
ago, and now he is vying to be one of  
Aurora’s next Councillors. 

Mr. Kim joined the Council race 
early this spring, noting that over the 
past four years he has become more “in 
tune” with what is going on in Aurora 
and yet, conversely, “just a little bit 
puzzled” by some of  the things going on 
and the decision-making leading up to 
it. 

While he has been steadily working 
on his campaign over the spring and 
early summer, there was a blip on 
the radar when Chris Ballard’s seat 
became vacant and he was one of  three 
candidates currently seeking election 
who put his name forward for the spot. 
Obviously, it wasn’t a successful bid, but 
it served his purpose – getting his name 
out there and showing the incumbent 
Council and the public at large what is 
driving him this fall.

“I was just puzzled by some of  the 
procedures and directions that were 
taken [over the last four years] and I 
just felt that perhaps I could be part 
of  the team or solution that could help 
better resolve certain situations or help 
evaluate which direction the Town 
should take,” he says. 

With a background in finance, Mr. 
Kim says a large part of  his background 
and experience is in “due diligence, 
research and competitive intelligence,” 
qualities he says will be valuable 
around the Council table. With this in 
mind, it is perhaps unsurprising that 
one of  the major issues currently on his 
radar is the planned Joint Operations 
Centre, which is due to come up for a 
thorough Council review next Tuesday, 
August 14. 

“Over the course of  several months it 
has grown [from about $15 million] to $27 
million at the last count and reading the 
pros and cons, and those not advocating 
for the bump-up, the gist seems to be 
some people thought because the real 
estate market is doing so well that the 
Town could charge higher development 
charges,” he says. “Whenever you say 
you ‘could’ do something and you’re 
forecasting well into the future, that 
is too many variables for my comfort 
level and I do generally believe that you 
shouldn’t spend beyond your means.” 
I think this is one example where I 
thought if  I had more information and 

I was there to provide more input and 
clarification, perhaps people might have 
a different perspective on the decision 
that they made.”

Another issue he says would have 
benefited from better due diligence is 
the failure of  the Heritage Conservation 
District (HCD) in Aurora’s Downtown 
Southeast Quadrant. Fulsome public 
consultation, he says, should have been 
done to gauge the interest of  residents 
most directly impacted by an HCD 
before any further money was spent on 
consultants for the work they did. 

Looking ahead to the next four years, 
one of  the biggest challenges Aurora 
will face will be costs associated with 
infrastructure, Mr. Kim says. Citing 
proposed new trunk sewers to carry 
its load up to Lake Simcoe, he says the 
only way Aurora will have to pay for it 
is through property taxes.

“The Town is going to take a 
significant hit in the next several years 
and that is an area I would like to tackle 
and help towards finding a responsible 
and manageable solution to that.”

Looking at infrastructure on a 
smaller scale, Aurora neighbourhoods 
in general need to be better connected, 
he says, specifically looking at areas 
such as Stone Road off  Bayview 
Avenue south of  Wellington, that 
are not connected to the rest of  the 
town via sidewalks. An increased 
emphasis should be put on sidewalks 
to connect these areas, as well as on 
trails and an investigation into whether 
further cycling lanes would be a good 
investment for Aurora. 

Mr. Kim says he sees communities 
like Newmarket and Markham take 
advantage of  great destinations to walk 
or cycle to, particularly their respective 
Main Streets, and that is a vision he 
would like to see in Aurora. While many 
view Yonge Street as that “Main Street” 
destination, Aurora should look beyond 
that to really zero in on a destination.

“For a lot of  us, it is said people’s 
identities are defined by the 
communities they live in and I don’t 
think anyone really wants to be defined 
by Yonge Street,” he says. “I think 
[Yonge Street] is more of  a place where 
youth and people could go to for a night 
on the Town, more of  an entertainment 
area, but I don’t think it would be a 
street where young families can go and 
make a day of  it.”

Looking ahead to the October 27 
election, Mr. Kim says he is most 
looking forward to finding out more 
about Aurorans, how they feel, 
engaging voters and, perhaps, being 
able to provide a voice to people who 
might otherwise be disengaged from 
civic discourse.

Harold Kim is one of a host of new faces looking to join Council this year. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“I am not vying for a job here; I am 
offering my services, and if  people 
believe my services are needed, 
based on my work experience – and I 
think character and integrity is very 

important in a candidate as well – I could 
be part of  the team to solve problems 
and create a vision and execute that 
vision for Aurora. I would be honoured 
to serve in that capacity.”

ELECTION 2014

her is a great experience, especially 
coming off  her Olympic win. It’s 
really inspiring working with 
her, and I couldn’t ask for a better 
teammate.”

McLennan echoed Sendel’s 
remarks.

“We’re very comfortable with each 
other. I know how she jumps, she’s a 
very consistent jumper.”

MacLennan and Sendel both train 
at Skyriders in Richmond Hill.

Both athletes competed the next 
day in the individual category, where 
a personal-best compulsory routine 
vaulted Sendel into third place with 
a score of  152.780. 

“I was very happy with it,” said 
Sendel. “I had a good routine, placing 
third was just a huge bonus.”

McLennan took home the gold 
with a score of  159.505, over six 
points higher than second place and 
ex-synchro partner Cockburn.

Sendel has been on the podium 
a number of  times on both the 

national and world stages, including 
a first-place finish at the 2011 
Pan Am Games in Mexico. Most 
recently, she finished second in the 
individual category at the Canadian 
Championships in Ottawa.

The duo now head to China next 
week to prepare for the 2015 Pan Am 
Games qualifiers. 

“We’ve got a good strong team 
this year,” said Sendel. “Karen 
(Cockburn)’s back on the team, 
which is awesome to have. We missed 
her, so we’re heading in strong.”

“We’re planning to push ourselves 
a little more with the logistical side,” 
said MacLennan. “We’re trying to 
do a little more than what the other 
girls are doing internationally.”

Qualifications run from Aug. 
23-25, at the Hershey Centre in 
Mississauga.

“It’s really exciting,” said 
MacLennan. “It’s an opportunity for 
us to host international competition 
in Toronto and our backyard. It’ll 
give us a little bit of  a taste of  what 
it will be like next summer.”
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2 STOREY - 2 & 3 BEDROOM DESIGNS

30, 60

MOVE-INS!
& 90 DAY

TOUR 
A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY!
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BUY WITH

5

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD
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PRESENTATIONCENTRE 

SEMINAR LOCATION:
FIRSTHOMETM AURORA 
PRESENTATION CENTRE 

15917 BAYVIEW AVE., AURORA

  PRESENTATION CENTRE HOURS
Monday to Wednesday  12 - 8PM  

Closed Thursday and Friday
Saturday and Sunday 12 - 6PM

THE BEST NEW 
HOME VALUE IN 
AURORA TODAY!  

ACTUAL MODEL PHOTOGRAPHY

FULLY-BUILT CONDO TOWNHOMES IN 2 GREAT LOCATIONS!
FirstHomeTM Aurora at John West Way is located 

on John West Way, south of Hollidge Boulevard.
FirstHomeTM Aurora at Lewis Honey is located  

at Bayview Avenue and St. John’s Sideroad.

Actual Photograph

FROM THE MID $300,000s

TOUR OUR MODEL HOMES

   5 free appliances
   Free window coverings
   Free ROGERS® Bundle for 1 year 
   2 car parking*
   Air conditioning
   Daniels quality construction   

JOIN US AT OUR FIRST-TIME 
HOMEBUYER SEMINAR 

ON AUGUST 9TH FROM 11AM TO 1PM

RSVP today! Space is limited


