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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
905.883.8812 or 1.888.891.8812

1-800-NEW-LEXUS

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 277

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Book your personal  
tour today!

JK to Grade 12

Authentic Mexican Food

Award Winning
Fish Tacos 
& Burritos

905.713.9993
TAKEOUT • DINE IN  • CATERING • LLBO

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

NOW 
OPEN
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What matters to you 
matters to us. 
(So it’s not Outrageous Orange until you say 
it’s Outrageous Orange.)

© 2013 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore and the triangle 
“M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.

Visit us at:
www.aurorapaint.ca

AURORA PAINT AND DECORATING    15216 Yonge Street  (905) 727-8161

              Buy one colour sample 
get 
one

One week only 
Valid until July 11, 2014

FREE

Our Team

LENARD LIND
Broker of Record

**based on IMS Stats, Aurora Offi  ces

AURORA’S TOP 
SALES PRODUCER 2013**

LENARD LIND

15105 Yonge St.
Suite 100, Aurora, ON

*Some conditions may apply

Call today for a free property evaluation!*
905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com

www.lhlindrealty.com
Ontario’s only ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Residential Real Estate Company

BROKERAGE

(2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

MUSKOKA-LIKE SETTING! AURORA!

Kennedy St. West. Aurora’s most sought-after area! “Arts & Crafts” beau-
ty, just loaded with charm & character! Hdwd. strip floors! Entertain-
ing-sized sep. LR w/stone FP! Formal sep. DR! Updated & upgraded 
gourmet kit. w/Caesarstone counters! Main floor Fam. rm. w/skylite & 
wall of windows o/l scenic private 1/2 ac. lot & inviting i/g pool! 2 drive-
ways & det. dbl. grg. w/fi n. area above.  $1,195,000.

Or professional o�  ce! R5- 1 Exception zoned! Corner property very well main-
tained! Allows for 2 practitioners! Great visibility! Yonge & Mark St. frontages! 
Updated roof and furnace!  Prof. landscaped with great curb appeal! Fully ren-
ovated 3 bedroom,  2 bath home on upper level! 3250 SF above grade!  Live & 
work from this location!  $1,289,000

YONGE STREET MEDICAL! 100% FINANCING POSSIBLE!

Accessible playground debate puts focus  
on equality, location and cost

By Brock Weir

A fully accessible playground for 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park took a 
significant step forward last week after 
proposed designs were approved in 
principle, pending deliberations for the 
2015 Budget. 

Councillors approved the design in 
principle after a heated debate around 
the Council table. Their decision came 
on the heels of  an equally heated debate 
the previous week at the Committee 
level over the ballooning price tag of  the 
playground. What was once budgeted at 

approximately $180,000, the park, when 
completed, could cost nearly $600,000 if  
the next Council ultimately approves 
all the bells and whistles that could be 
incorporated into the park. 

Last week’s debate, however, focused 
on need and opposition to the park.

The first Councillor to oppose moving 
ahead with the park was Councillor John 
Gallo, who lives across the road from 
the land in question. A vocal opponent 
of  the proposal, he said there had not 
been adequate public consultation to 
prove that this playground was the right 
option for the right park. 

A previously proposed second 
public meeting should take place to 
give members of  the public a chance 
to weigh in on the design and options 
surrounding it. 

“We budgeted $280,000 when this park 
was originally built,” said Councillor 
Gallo of  the development of  what was 
then known as Civic Square Park a 
decade ago. “We now spend $30,000 on 
a design and consultant to go out to the 
public and we have only had one meeting. 
Now, the last report is suggesting the 
park is $570,000, for a total of  $880,000 for 

Continued on page 6

Aurora’s Sikura drafted by 
Chicago Blackhawks

“Riders” bring big 
bucks to Kerry’s Place

By Jeff Doner

Aurora’s Dylan Sikura has taken the next step in his 
young hockey career after being drafted by the Chicago 
Blackhawks in Philadelphia last weekend.

The 19-year-old forward knew he had a good year, but 
was still a bit surprised upon hearing the news.

“It’s pretty surreal and it still hasn’t really hit me yet,” 
he said. “It was pretty cool to see my name go up there. I 
guess it’s the start of  a long journey and it’s just nice to be 
recognized for the year I had and [for] our team. It’s a good 
feeling for sure.”

Sikura was chosen 178th overall in the sixth round, 
which caps off  a strong year for the Aurora Tigers’ skilled 
forward.

He finished the 2013-14 OJHL season with 64 points in 
41 games and followed that up with 21 points in 21 playoff  
games, which helped the Tigers reach the OJHL finals.

Being picked by a team that has drafted incredibly well 
over the past decade is a fact not lost on Sikura, but he said 
he had an inkling that if  he was chosen it might be by the 

By Brock Weir

Before Brian Baynit’s nephew was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s Syndrome, he didn’t claim to know very much 
about anything that could be found on the autism spectrum.

The same cannot be said today. Since then, he and his 
friends threw themselves head-long into doing what they 
could to help those families who are struggling with this 
group of  neurological disorders, raising thousands for the 
Aurora-based Kerry’s Place Autism Services in the process.

If  you’re thinking they did this through a relatively sedate 
fundraiser, you would be mistaken. He and his motorcycle 
group, the Lost Boyz, kicked things up several notches 
with a charity ride and wash for the local non-profit, which 
celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.

Over the past four years, their events have featured 
car washes, activities for the whole family, and daredevil 
motorcycle stunts (performed by the professionals, of  
course), but their most recent efforts have brought in 
record-busting revenues for Kerry’s Place, an organization 
which has spread to homes and learning centres throughout 

Crowds braved the 
uncertain weath-
er and lined Yonge 
Street on Tuesday 
morning for the an-
nual Canada Day 
Parade! The July 1 
mainstay featured 
displays of culture 
and community. 
(Clockwise from top 
left) The traditional 
Chinese Lion Dance 
brought a splash of 
colour to the parade 
beyond the red and 
white. Citizen of the 
Year Beverley Wood 
helped kick-start 
the festivities. The 
First-Nations Pre-
sentation has always 
been a crowd favou-
rite. The York Lions 
Steel Band brought 
a Caribbean flavour 
to the event. For 
more, see Page 8.  

Auroran photos by 
David Falconer



THE AURORAN, Thursday, July 3, 2014Page  2

Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month 

In July, the Skylight Gallery features the 
artwork of Keith Thirgood and Helen 
Walter.

Keith Thirgood is a largely self-taught 
artist who paints landscapes. Keith is 
President of the Ontario Plein Air Society 
and is a member of several arts councils 
and organizations. He teaches in York 
Region and offers many workshops and 
retreats. 

Helen Walter studied art through Ryerson University’s Film and Photography 
program. Helen currently teaches art classes and leads various workshops. To 
learn more about Keith and Helen’s work, please visit 
www.wilsonstreetstudios.com

Please join us for the artist’s reception on Thursday, July 3 from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the third 
floor of Aurora Town Hall. 

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads 

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building projects are reminded 
to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-way (the Town-owned section of property 
bordering the road) free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free from bricks, 
timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and traffic safety. Construction 
permits do not allow storage of these materials anywhere except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to outdoor water use. It is 
important that all residents and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd watering 
restrictions are in effect.

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw 

The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All residents should be cleaning 
up debris on their property and keeping grass no longer than eight inches. Let’s keep 
Aurora looking beautiful!

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please call 905-727-3123 
ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca/bylaws

Theatre in the Park

The Humber River Shakespeare Company brings the magic of 
outdoor theatre to Aurora Town Park with “Romeo and Juliet,” 
by William Shakespeare on Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12 
at 7 p.m. This is a “pay-what-you-can” event. Please arrive early 
and bring a chair or blanket and enjoy! Food donations for the 
local food pantry are greatly appreciated.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.humberrivershakespeare.ca

Aurora Seniors’ Centre Trip to Agawa Canyon

Sign up now for The Aurora Seniors’ Centre trip to Agawa Canyon 
from Sunday, September 21 to Thursday, September 25. This 
five-day tour includes travel by DeNure coach, accommodations, 
meals and sightseeing tours. For additional information or to sign 
up, please contact Andrew Bailey at 905-727-3123 ext. 3611.

Summer Youth Drop-In Activities 

Tuesday, July 15 to Friday, August 15 from 
12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Youth ages 12 to 16 are invited to Aurora Senior Public 
School, located at 125 Wellington Street West, for exciting 
drop-in activities including basketball, badminton, arts and 
crafts, scrapbooking and movies. Cost is $3 per activity or 
purchase a Youth Drop-In Pass. For more information, please 
call 905-726-4770 ext. 3121.

Notice of Town Hall Renovation

Renovations are underway on the first floor of Aurora Town Hall 
to create a new Customer Service unit, Access Aurora. 

The payment office is fully operational during construction, but 
will be temporarily located outside Council Chambers, adjacent 
to the main entrance on the first floor. Regular business hours 
remain in effect, Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, please contact Ivy Henriksen, Manager of 
Customer Service, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4392 or 
ihenriksen@aurora.ca 

Stay tuned for the Access Aurora grand re-opening 
announcement once renovations are completed. We look forward 
to better-serving our growing community.

Splash Pads Open for the Season

The children’s water play splash 
pads located at Town Park (Wells 
Street and Mosley Street) and 
Ada Johnson Park (Hartwell 
Way and Conover Avenue) 
have opened for the season. 
The splash pads are open seven 
days a week from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Please note: Splash pads are 
not supervised by Town staff.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca 

Flipside Skateboard Park

The Flipside Skateboard Park is a mobile park designed for drop-
in use by skateboarders, in-line skaters, BMX bikers and scooters. 
Drop by to sharpen your skateboard skills, learn new tricks and 
hang out with your friends.

Summer Schedule

Monday, June 30 to 
Thursday, August 7, 2014
Monday to Friday, 12 p.m. to 
4 p.m. at the Aurora Community 
Centre Ice Pad

Friday, August 8 to Friday, 
August 29, 2014
Monday to Friday, 12 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Aurora Community Centre 
Parking Lot

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, July 10 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment 
Monday, July 14 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 15 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee (Newmarket)
Tuesday, July 15 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, July 16 7 p.m. Joint Council Committee (Newmarket)
Tuesday, July 29 TBA* Special Council**
Tuesday, July 29 7 p.m. Council

*To be announced
**Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

Are you registered to vote on October 27? 
Go to www.voterlookup.ca

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Vacancy on Aurora Council

As a result of the election of Chris Ballard to the Legislative 
Assembly of Ontario following the June 12, 2014 provincial 
election, there is a vacancy in the office of Councillor for 
The Town of Aurora. On June 24, 2014 Aurora Council 
officially declared the seat vacant and adopted a procedure 
to appoint a qualified individual to serve as Councillor until 
the end of the current term of Council (November 30, 2014).  

Any eligible elector can submit an application to be 
appointed Councillor. Applications must be submitted in 
person between Monday, July 7, 2014 and Friday, July 18, 
2014 at 4:30 p.m.

To be considered for appointment, a person must be at the 
time of their application:

•	 At	least	18	years	of	age;	and
•	 A	Canadian	citizen;	and	 
•	 A	resident	of	Aurora,	or	own	or	rent	property	in 
	 Aurora; an	individual	may	also	be	the	spouse	of	an	 
	 owner	or	renter	of	property	in	Aurora;	and
•	 Not	prohibited	from	running	or	being	appointed	to 
 municipal office by law.

More information about the Councillor vacancy, including the 
required documentation and application forms can be found 
on the Town’s website (www.aurora.ca/councilvacancy) or 
from:

Stephen M.A. Huycke, Town Clerk
Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way
Aurora, Ontario  L4G 6J1
Email:  shuycke@aurora.ca
Phone: 905-726-4771

Youth Engagement Committee Call for Members

Are you an Aurora resident between the ages of 12 and 17 
interested in making a difference in your community? Become 
a member of the Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) today! 
Roles and responsibilities include engaging other youth within the 
community, serving as a liaison between Aurora youth and Town 
staff, exploring potential sponsorship opportunities and assisting 
with the development of programs and special events. 

The committee will meet every second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 4:30 p.m. from September 2014 to June 2015 

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, at 905-727-3123 ext. 3121,  
fdemarco@aurora.ca or visit www.aurora.ca/yec

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Club Aurora Student 
Membership Specials

Are you a college or university student off for the summer break? 
Why not join Club Aurora Fitness Centre for the summer? We are 
offering an affordable short term membership plan for students:

Two month membership: Tuesday, July 1 to Sunday, August 31
Cost for Aurora residents: $76 per person
Cost for non-residents: $91 per person

For more information, 
please call 905-726-4764 
or email fitness@aurora.ca

July 9 
SonShine & Broccoli 
This fun-filled action-packed interactive 
concert gets children (and parents) on their 
feet and singing along.

July 16 
TarTan TerrorS  
Bringing traditional celtic music, mixed with 
rock ’n roll and blended with their own unique     
Scottish comedy. A night not to be missed!

July 23 
TriBuTe To elTon John 
– Benny and The JeTS                                                                           
Tribute artist Jeff Scott has the voice, the 
performance and the costumes! Enjoy hits like 
“Don’t Go Breaking my Heart,” “Can You Feel 
the Love Tonight,” and many more. 

July 30 
eh440                                                                                           
This a cappella group is unforgettable with 
their combination of beatboxing, sassy 
harmonies and fresh R&B.

august 6 
The SaTTaliTeS  
This Toronto-based Juno Award-winning 
reggae group will deliver great music for a hot 
summer night. 

august 13 
The JerSey BoyS TriBuTe  
Join us for a memorable Jersey Boys tribute 
performed by Pauly and the Goodfellas. 

august 20 
leS SmiTh – FreSh horSeS 
Join us for the ultimate tribute performance 
to Garth Brooks! Don’t miss this evening of 
high-energy country music.

august 27 
Green river ccr   
The best loved music of Credence Clearwater 
Revival – a fun night of country rock and all 
their greatest hits. 

SUMMER CONCERT LINE-UP
ALL CONCERTS ARE

FREE

SponSored by

A CURORA HRYSLER

chariTaBle  
BBQ*  

By m&m meaT ShoPS 
on SiTe!

PleaSe BrinG your 
oWn laWn chairS 

and BlanKeTS
Food  

donaTionS  
For The local Food 
PanTry are GreaTly 

aPPreciaTed

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

FLIPSIDE
skateboard park
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Briefly

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities
At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and successful therapy for correcting learning

disabilities in both adults and children. The breakthrough program enables participants to
function in a regular classroom or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will
even know that they are using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive
results will be visible. If you, your children or someone you know is struggling with a learning
disability, we can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more information, to get a free no-obligation information
package, or to book a free consultation, please contact

Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

If learning is
a problem...

we have a solution

Advertorial

Our son was diagnosed with
learning disability in reading

and writing at 6. He has
completed the program and

is now very successful.
The confidence he now has

is the best reward.

– Ron & Wendy Jennings,
Newmarket, Ontario

• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)

• ADD (attention)
• ADHD (attention   

and hyperactivity)
• Autism spectrum

We continue to use the
methods that my son

learned there. We would
highly recommend this
program for your child

that has reading or
learning difficulties.

– M. N.
Newmarket, Ontario

The thought of completing
high school was almost
inconceivable. After a

month or two at Learning
Ability, we started talking
about what college she

will be attending.

– Richard & Deb Pope
Newmarket, Ontario

“ “ “

” ” ”

We can help with

PUB & GRILL

 KAROAKE 
EVERY 

SATURDAY
NIGHT!

Starts at 9pm 

1 1 5  C O M M E R C E  D R .  # 7 ,  A U R O R A ,  O N  L 4 G  0 G 2

I n  t h e  p l a z a  n e x t  t o  W a l m a r t

Looking for Sports Teams to Sponsor 
Summer or Winter Teams | Call 647-622-7780

 JULY 4 – ERNIE LYONS 

 JULY 5 – THE UNDECLARED

Get Your Tickets Now. Limited Tickets Available

7 p.m.: Lobsterfest  •  3 - courses for the special price of
$29.95

JULY 12 - JIMMY KINKAID
JULY 18 - GOOD COMPANY

MORE GO OPTIONS FOR COMMUTERS
Commuters back from Toronto now have more options available 

to get back to Aurora. Starting Monday, GO Transit added two 
further northbound GO Train trips from Union Station, leaving at 
3.40 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. In a statement, MPP Chris Ballard said he was 
“delighted” with the further options. “Not everyone finishes work at 
4.30 p.m. and I am delighted that GO Transit has listened to commuter 
input and added two trains – one earlier that will make university 
and college students happy, and a later one for those working later or 
staying downtown.

BALLARD NAMED PARLIAMENTARY ASSISTANT
When the Ontario Legislature resumes this week, Newmarket-

Aurora’s newly minted MPP, Chris Ballard, will take on the additional 
role of  Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of  Government and 
Consumer Services. The ministry will be headed by David Orazietti, 
who represents Sault Ste. Marie in the Ontario Legislature. “I am 
proud to have been appointed Parliamentary Assistant, given it’s my 
first election, and I am looking forward to working closely with…
Orazietti,” said Ballard. “The consumer portfolio brings me back to 
my early days as Executive Director of  the Consumer’s Association of  
Canada (Ontario), and as a founding board member of  the Consumers 
Council of  Canada. 

Hoedown partners, performers, supporters and dignitaries got a head-start on the September fun last 
Thursday, kicking off the Hoedown Party at Adena Springs. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Hoedown promises good music, good fun, and a good boost to local groups
By Brock Weir

Get your cowboy boots polished, your hats brushed 
and, if  you’re preparing to do battle in a Showdown, 
make sure your voice is in tune – Hoedown season is 
almost before us!

This year, proceeds from the annual bash hosted by 
Magna International will be shared between 15 York 
Region non-profit groups and representatives were on 
hand at Adena Springs Thursday to get into the spirit 
ahead of  what is now going to be a two day party in 
Aurora. 

“Hoedown, the traditional Saturday night event, 
has now become a two day event,” said Steve Hinder 
of  Magna for the Community. “Last year, we had a 
successful Hoedown Showdown, so what do we do at 
Magna? We kick things up a notch.”

Over the last two months, aspiring country singers 
of  all ages have applied online to do battle in the 2014 
Hoedown Showdown. Preliminary rounds will be held 
this week and those advancing to the next round will 
be able to show the community what they’re made of  
at September’s Ribfest at Machell Park. From there, 
the top ten will proceed to the giant Hoedown tent on 
the Friday before the main event to crown the winner. 

The Hoedown Showdown will take place Friday, 
September 12. Tickets are $25 and the event will feature 
not only the Showdown contenders, but last year’s 
winner Johnny Green, the Wolf  Creek Band, headliner 
Tim Hicks, and Hoedown mainstay Beverley Mahood. 

For Mahood, being part of  the Magna Family is 
something to be proud of  and she said she is particularly 
excited to once again participate in the Showdown, 
which will shine a light on often undiscovered talent. 

“It is so important to support talent within our 
community and the talent is unreal,” said Mahood. “To 
give them that extra little push or bump to get on that 
stage as new performers is unreal. When you look out 
there in the world, how many artists have you known 
that come from entering talent contests? I have. Carrie 
Underwood has. Everyone has to start somewhere and 
there is an amazing response.

“[Being a part of  Hoedown] has taught me all about 
what community is about, what friendship is about, 
what being together is all about and what philanthropy 
is truly about. Magna gets that. Any time I am asked to 
be a part of  this, I am there with bells on – and my hat 
on. Always.”

Soon, whether it is through initiatives like 
carwashes or other community events, the Hoedown 
will gain extra profile in York Region as the 15 
community partners fan out to sell raffle tickets and 
raise awareness of  not just the showdown, but the 
main event on September 13. 

Participating community partners are the 
Aurora Youth Soccer Club, Aurora Minor Hockey 
Association, Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York 
(BBBSY), Deafblind Ontario Services, the  Georgina 
Arts Centre & Gallery, Georgina Skating Club, the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation (York North), Hospice 
Aurora, Hospice Richmond Hill & Hospice Georgina, 
the Literacy Council of  York-Simcoe/Learning Centre 
for Georgina, the Newmarket Stingrays, Newmarket 
Minor Hockey Association, the Queen’s York 
Rangers 2799 Army Cadet Corps, Rose of  Sharon and 
Welcoming Arms. 

Each partner has new and exciting plans on what 
they are going to do with their share of  the pot, 
whether it is to bolster or expand existing programs, 
or strike while the iron is hot in other areas. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York, for instance, will 
expand their efforts in physical literacy through their 
Game ON! program for boys, and Go Girls! program. 
The idea is to get kids more involved with physical 
activity and become engaged in the world around 
them.

“Physical literacy is becoming far more in the 
forefront of  our one-on-one mentoring,” said Sarah 
Dame, Executive Director of  BBBSY. “We include 
healthy choices, healthy mind, healthy body, healthy 
spirit, but how do we take it and continue to add it to 
the programs we are already doing?”

Their programs will not only be available to kids 
who have been paired up with mentors, but also those 
who are on a wait list.

“The sad thing is we’re always going to have a wait 
list,” said Dame. “One of  our strategic priorities is 
ensuring they are not on the wait list for as long, and 
when they are on the wait list, we are serving them. 
They can come out and be engaged. We have ‘Bigs’ 
that are waiting for their ‘littles’ [and] they might not 
have a one-on-one match that 
they see regularly yet, but they 
are still coming out and doing 
stuff  with the littles on a wait 
list.”

Youth will also reap the 
benefits through Hoedown 
proceeds in a one-off  way 
as well, through the Cadets 
program. Saturday marked 
the 100th anniversary of  the 
assassination of  Archduke 
Franz-Ferdinand, so the 
countdown is on to the 
centenary of  the outbreak of  
the First World War. As such, 
the local cadet corps will use 

their share of  the pot to take their young members across the 
Atlantic to Vimy Ridge to commemorate one of  Canada’s most 
influential battles. 

“We call it living history,” said Lori Hoyes of  the initiative. 
“The cadets are going to experience where the soldiers actually 
were. I think it will be a great eye-opening experience for them. 
The Canadians played a huge role at Vimy and I think they need 
to experience that firsthand.”

ANTIQUE 
RESTORATIONS

FREE ESTIMATES

WORLD UPHOLSTERY
905-737-0664

RECOVERING
695$

FOR ANY STANDARD 
SOFA AND CHAIR 

WITH IN STOCK FABRICS

5 YEARS 
GUARANTEE ON 
WORKMANSHIP

20% OFF 
FOR 

SENIORS
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Sometimes it is the simple 
things in life which provide the 
most perspective – and it is all 
too often that people lose sight of  
these seemingly inconsequential 
things and events.

I am writing this on the night 
of  June 29. It is just after 9 p.m. 
and from my desk at home I am 
looking over a sea of  brown-
shingled roofs. They are roofs 
in varying states of  repair, and 
one shingle in the distance is 
fluttering happily in the gentle 
Sunday breeze. Dogs are chasing each other 
around in a nearby yard and every once in a 
while, a little head pops into my distant line of  
vision, the result of  a group of  energetic kids 
laying waste to a nearby trampoline.

All in all, a typical summer night in my 
neighbourhood. 

What sets this one apart from the rest, 
however, is the sky. 

Just over half  an hour ago, a very brief, but 
unusually violent blast of  rain and wind came 
through, refreshing everything in its path. 
Afterwards, as the clouds speedily drifted 
from west to east, it gave way to one of  the 
most vivid sunsets I have seen this year.

The sky is still a patchy blue, but the cotton-
white clouds have taken on the vivid hue of  
cotton of  the candy variety, with just enough 
darkness left over from the rainclouds to give 
them a welcome degree of  depth. 

A moment ago, when it seemed the vividness 
of  the evening sky was about to reach its peak, 
I ventured outside to take it all in without a 
pane of  glass and a gritty screen standing in 
between me and nature’s wonder. It was truly 
a sight to behold. 

Unfortunately, however, one could see little 
more outdoors than from the comfort of  my 
own offices for the houses standing in the way 
of  the horizon. 

Development is necessary in a community 
like this, but even this guy, who just so happens 
to prefer an urban way of  life over the rural 
alternative, would like, just once in a while, 
to see a sunset on an unobstructed horizon. A 
further opportunity to see the stars in the sky 
once again, without them having to compete 
with streetlights, busily lit retail signs, and a 
cacophony of  cars wouldn’t go amiss either. 

As I continue to watch, back inside, the 
cotton candy is gradually picking up the dust 
of  dusk – but it has put something else in mind, 
which hadn’t quite sunk in yet.

The first half  of  2014 has gone, and we’re just 
about to go head-first into the home stretch.

Just what that home stretch might entail, as 
political hopefuls jostle for positon not only 
ahead of  the October 27 municipal election, 
not to mention the free-for-all planned for July 
29 when Council convenes to replace Chris 
Ballard, only time will tell. 

But just what has the first half  of  the 
year shown us on the eve of  the Canada Day 
Celebrations?

QUINESSENTIALLY CANADIAN
Perhaps here in Aurora, if  we set political 

nonsense aside for a moment, there has been 
something in the air that has given credence to 
a stereotype of  Canadians which can often set 
one’s hair on end. 

Consider for a moment how many times you 
have been asked, or you have heard others be 
asked, either what it means to be Canadian, or 
what Canada means to you. 

Chances are, if  you didn’t venture these 
suggestions yourself, you have heard 
“peacekeeping”, “being polite” or being able to 
fully tap a grove of  sugar maples in record time, 
as things that are quintessentially Canadian 
and, of  course, things that you should offer. 

Some of  these stereotypes 
have rubbed me the wrong way. 
As a Canadian, I think it is just 
plain wrong not to hold the 
door open for someone, even if  
you can’t stand the sight of  the 
person closest to coming through 
the door ahead or behind you. 
Holding the door has nothing to 
do with whether or not you like 
a person but, as a Canadian, to 
do anything other than hold the 
door…well, that would just be 
unthinkable.

Things can only go so far, however, before 
the stereotype only serves to trivialize what 
was once considered simple good manners. 

Take, for instance, the tragedy in Moncton, 
New Brunswick at the beginning of  April when 
three RCMP officers were tragically killed in 
the line of  duty. A certain 24-hour news outlet 
hosted by our neighbours to the south focused 
not on who the RCMP officers were, their line 
of  duty, or even the perpetrator of  the crime.

Their headline both onscreen and online?
“Manhunt for Alleged Killer in ‘Most Polite’ 

city.”
No, really. 
When my disgust wore off, I wondered 

whether Canadians should simply disregard 
the headline itself  and simply embrace the 
concept. After all, it is better than being known 
as a nation full of  (insert colloquialism for a 
hygiene product here). 

DEFINING MOMENT
It is certainly a way of  life which has come 

to serve Aurora in the first half  of  2014. 
When the year started off  six full months 

ago, none of  us knew what lay ahead for Aurora. 
There was the sure thing of  taxes – after all, 
it was right in the midst of  budget season 
– and impending election, and, of  course, 
speculation on what one would ultimately do 
with another. 

It started off  with the death of  a former 
mayor who greatly influenced the shape of  
Aurora as we know it today, along with an 
investigation into the death of  a hometown 
woman murdered in a foreign clime, and has 
been followed by ebbs and flows of  triumph 
and tragedy to today. 

What I believe has been the defining moment 
of  Aurora of  2014 thus far happened on the 
morning of  April 11 when fire broke out at the 
historic Aurora United Church. 

Standing outside watching the inferno 
for most of  the day, it was hard to turn away 
from the fire engulfing such an important 
community landmark. But, when one did, it 
was easy to see something else engulfing the 
community as a whole. 

As the walls came down at Aurora United 
Church, so too did the invisible barriers that 
had been put up in too many sections of  our 
community. Denomination was no longer an 
insurmountable difference. Religion – whether 
Christian, Jew, Muslim, Buddhist – almost 
seemed to become a superficial distinction. 
Everyone had a sense of  being in the same 
boat, and it is a sense of  togetherness which 
seems to have recalibrated the thoughts of  
many people in our community. 

At the time, it brought out the very best in 
our community and continues to do so today 
as the Aurora United congregation now walks 
hand-in-hand with Trinity Anglican in the 
next couple of  years ahead.

It is something that has both galvanized 
and recalibrated a sense of  community in 
this Town – and long may it continue into the 
second half  of  2014.

Alas, however, with an election season about 
to truly get in full swing, I think that might be 
something of  a tall order. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Embrace the Stereotype

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

I would like to respond to the article in the June 26, 2014 
edition of  the Auroran, “Food advocates decide it’s time to 
consider other options on the shelf.” 

The Aurora Food Pantry did not participate in the York 
Region Food Network’s panel discussion entitled, “Have Food 
Banks Reached Their Best Before Date.” We felt the panel’s 
title reflected a bias and was insulting to the community of  
Aurora citizens, churches, schools, businesses, organizations 
and volunteers that have supported the Aurora Food Pantry 
for over 20 years.

It’s a catchy title, but misplaced. 
Late in the article, Joan Stonehocker states, “Our intention 

is not to go out and shut down food banks…” but attitudes 
like hers are potentially hurtful to the functioning of  the 
Aurora Food Pantry. I’m absolutely sure that those who know 
us would be unaffected by the “best before date” comments. 
However, Ms. Stonehocker’s views can possibly harm 
attracting new support in both donations and volunteers.

Food banks are not a solution to the problem of  food 
insecurity. I don’t think anyone connected with the Aurora 
Food Pantry would ever espouse the idea that we are anything 
but a community safety valve. Having a client representing 
a family of  four leave the AFP with five or six grocery bags 
after their monthly visit is hardly a solution to the problems 
that brought them to us. 

And, the poverty, or illness, or unemployment, or 
misfortune of  these people is now --- not in the future. The 
social justice activism mentioned in the article is admirable. 
Raising guaranteed income levels in our country to the point 
where everyone has food security is something to strive for – 
and we praise the efforts of  the panellists mentioned. 

On the other hand, I am uncomfortable with Ms. 
Stonehocker’s cry to arms, being “… impatient with the 
changes that we do or don’t see in our community surrounding 
hunger and poverty and it’s time to get provocative.” What 
does she mean by this? Does she have an agenda?  She states, 
“There have been a lot of  things that have gotten us to this 
place and now moving on is what we need to think about.” 
What does she mean?

Let’s debate the best routes to take to achieve common 
goals co-operatively.

Ray Buchowski
Secretary, Aurora Food Pantry

Don’t throw the baby out 
with the bath water, Food 
Pantry cautions
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Strawberry fest was a  
sweet success 

Election season must be here, 
says reader

I would like to publically thank the Aurora Community 
Band for their excellent musical offerings at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market on June 21!  

From Gershwin to Big Band music in the background, 
the Market pulsed with excitement while we distributed 
free strawberry skewers compliments of  Willowtree Farm, 
Cooper’s Farm and 19th Avenue Farm! (We gave out 380 
skewers and our farmers actually SOLD OUT of  strawberries 
by noon!)

I’d like to thank our staff  (Kiersten, Aaron and Joanna) 
for their tremendous help to ensure that 36 families enjoyed 
releasing live butterflies in the Town Park!  Wishes, blessing 
and dreams were proclaimed by young and old as the 
butterflies flew away. 

Thank you also to our incredible student volunteers who 
were very focused and helpful to ensure that our customers 
had an enjoyable time by offering carry-out service, 
preparing and distributing strawberries, and hosting free 
crafts for all children.

Great teamwork!
Anna Kroeplin

Chair, Aurora Farmers’ Market & Artisan Fair

If  there was ever any doubt that we were in an election 
year, I need only look in the paper every week.  I’ve never seen 
so many pictures of  our current mayor at official openings, 
ribbon cuttings, cheque presentations, or any event going 
on.  

Every week I play “Find the Mayor” looking for this week’s 
picture and so far, it doesn’t seem I’ve missed a week. Great 
advertising for him. Definitely seems to stack the deck.

Nathalie Schacher-Deviller
Aurora
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Now that the provincial election is over, 
everyone’s attention in Town is now focused 
directly on the upcoming municipal election.

It’s all people are talking about.
Right?
Anyone?
Hello?
Okay, so there’s a lot of  apathy out there, 

which is the problem we now face.  
There are important decisions to be made 

over the next few years, so it’s vital that 
people be actively engaged in the election.  

But no one’s really interested.
There are a few reasons for this. After the provincial 

campaign, folks are kind of  electioned out. As for the 
eventual municipal candidates, many have suggested a 
similar lack of  enthusiasm by not yet throwing their hats in 
the ring, despite having had a number of  months to decide.  

Also, it’s summer, and everyone’s trying to enjoy the nice 
weather while they can.  

But one of  the big reasons for the general municipal 
election apathy is the less than inspiring issues, such as:

Councillors getting along and working together... we hear 
that every four years.

Reducing taxes ...  everyone knows they can only go up.
Adopting a ward system ... but only if  25% more people 

vote than ever before, and most vote in favour, and a bunch 
of  other required things that will never happen.

Reducing the number of  councillors…. again, not gonna 
happen.

 
No, if  people are going to get up from their comfy summer 

hammocks and pay attention, the municipal election needs 
to be kick-started with a big issue to get people talking. 
Something local. Something new.

Here are a few ideas.

The Chamber of  Commerce needs a new venue for the 

Home Show, and Town properties are going 
unused, so how about converting Petch House 
into a Convention Centre?  Despite all the 
money that’s gone into it, it’s still completely 
unusable without yet another cash infusion, 
so why not go all out?

We all love the mural at Yonge and 
Wellington, but the Canadian achievements 
theme has been up for a long time. Maybe it’s 
time for a refresh. So what will it be; a salute 
to the coaches and volunteers that work with 
the Town’s kids, famous moments in Council 

history, or something else?  Let the discussions begin.
We’ve been told that $15 billion in provincial funding is 

coming to the GTA for transit, so how about some of  it being 
directed to Aurora? A subway under Wellington would fit the 
bill. It would get the Region off  the hook for addressing the 
traffic chaos at Yonge, and while they’re at it, they could put 
in a few much-needed trail connections under Wellington. 

I don’t know the figures, but I expect more than half  of  all 
the yard waste residents put out every two weeks consists of  
weeds.  Perhaps it’s time to finally just give up and embrace 
the enemy, by designating Aurora as the “Dandelion Capital 
of  Canada”.

Despite initial discussions, the Fab Lab idea has not 
gotten any traction, so how about a push to get it going and at 
the same time revitalize the downtown core by building the 
world’s largest particle accelerator under Library Square? 
While they’re digging, maybe they could throw in a few extra 
underground parking spots, too.

I’m not saying these ideas are necessarily our first 
priorities, financially viable, or even realistically achievable, 
but at least it would spark some interesting debates.  

And once people are engaged, maybe a sidebar discussion 
could begin on something we do need to talk about in Aurora, 
like planning or infrastructure.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Kick-Starting Discussion

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

NEW AURORAN 
POLL

Go to    www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Previous Poll Results
This week, Council will have 60 days to fill the vacant seat left by Chris 

Ballard. How do you think the seat should be filled?
a) By next runner(s)-up from the 2010 Municipal Election   b)  By a former 

Councillor   c)    Nominations from the community   d)  Other

Supporting Families  
in Newmarket-Aurora and Canada

A productive and hardworking sitting of  the 
House of  Commons has concluded. Twenty 
Government Bills and five Private Members’ 
Bills received Royal Assent that helped to deliver 
on many of  our key commitments laid out in the 
Speech from the Throne last year. 

We remain focused on what Canadians care most about - 
creating jobs and the economy. 

Our government continued to work on important economic 
measures by passing legislation implementing key elements 
of  Economic Action Plan 2014.  Building on our record that 
has seen the creation of  over one million net new jobs since 
the global economic downturn, we supported economic 
prosperity by connecting Canadians with available jobs and 
better training the workforce of  tomorrow.

We supported families through measures aimed at keeping 
communities safer with the passage of  the Not Criminally 
Responsible Reform Act, and put the rights of  victims first 
with the introduction of  the Victims Bill of  Rights Act. With 
passage of  the Strengthening Canadian Citizenship Act, 
and the Fair Elections Act, the globally-recognized value of  
Canadian citizenship was safeguarded and the fairness of  
Canada’s electoral system improved. 

Whether it be at the local farmers’ market, along the 
downtown core, or at the soccer pitch, I hope to see you out 
and about the riding this summer. If  you would like me to 
drop by your neighbourhood, or have a community event you 
would like me to attend, please do not hesitate to contact my 
office.

Funding Available for Trail Infrastructure

I am pleased to announce the launch of  the National 
Recreational Trails Program. 

Canada has a vast network of  recreational trails which 
allow Canadians to experience the outdoors and appreciation 
of  our country’s natural beauty. Thanks to a partnership 
between the Government of  Canada and the National Trails 
Coalition, $10 million will be available between 2014 and 2016 
to help expand and rehabilitate Canada’s snowmobile, all-
terrain vehicle and non-motorized trail systems. 

Local trail organizations across Canada are invited to 
submit project proposals directly to the National Trails 
Coalition until August 15, 2014. The Coalition is responsible 
for selecting and approving projects. Between 150 and 200 
projects are expected to be supported across Canada. For more 
information, visit http://www.ntc-canada.ca/application.
php. By investing in trail infrastructure, the Government of  
Canada is encouraging job creation, linking communities 
and increasing recreational opportunities.

Canada’s Pro-Trade Plan for Jobs 

With the conclusion of  the Canada-EU Free 
Trade Agreement (CETA) and the Canada-
Korea Free Trade Agreement, the government’s 
ambitious trade agenda has successfully gained 
access to half  of  the global market for Newmarket 
and Aurora’s businesses and exporters. 

In 2006, Canada had concluded trade 
agreements with only five countries. Since taking office, the 
Conservative Government, under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Harper, has concluded free trade agreements with 
38 additional countries.  

The competitive edge and combined access to these 
markets—and their more than 800 million affluent 
consumers—will make Canada the envy of  trading nations 
all over the world. Canada is also pursuing trade agreements 
with more than 24 other countries, including large markets 
such as India, Japan and the countries that comprise the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement.

Focusing on sectors and markets that offer the greatest 
opportunity for growth is a priority under Canada’s new 
Global Markets Action Plan which the government launched 
last November. 

Call for Proposals – Enabling Accessibility
Organizations in Newmarket and Aurora can now apply to 

the Enabling Accessibility Fund (EAF) to fund projects that 
increase accessibility. The deadline for submitting proposals 
is Friday, August 1, 2014.  

Over $8 million in funding is available through this year’s 
call for proposals.  All applications are reviewed against 
eligibility criteria, call for proposal requirements and 
program objectives.  Since the creation of  the EAF in 2007, 
our Conservative Government has funded over 1,400 projects, 
helping thousands of  Canadians gain better access to their 
communities’ facilities, programs and services. Examples 
of  eligible projects include renovations to widen hallways 
and doorways, installing elevators, installing automated 
power doors, replacing doorknobs that are difficult to grasp 
with accessible handles, installing accessible washrooms 
and showers and upgrading facilities that offer programs 
for adults and/or children with autism and other cognitive/
intellectual impairments. ·

Economic Action Plan 2013 extended the Enabling 
Accessibility Fund on an ongoing basis at $15 million per 
year to improve accessibility in facilities across Canada, 
including workplaces. 

 
If  you would like to contact me on any issue, please call 
905-953-7515 or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

While the provincial election outcome 
might have been surprising, the procedural 
nightmare it has wrought in municipalities 
across the province most definitely isn’t.

Clerks across the province have been 
readying themselves for weeks.

From the City of  Toronto to our humble 
Town of  Aurora, each is faced with the 
reality that despite the fact that we are less 
than four months away from the election, 
the affected municipalities are legally 
required to fill the seat.

Period.
I know folks are outraged that we are 

put in this predicament, but the cold 
hard facts are that the law requires it. To 
paraphrase Clayton Ruby, we need to deal 
with the law as it is, not as we want it to be. 
And the law (the Municipal Act) states that 
unless the vacancy occurs within 90 days 
of  an election, the seat must be filled. And 
as this vacancy has occurred after March 
31st in an election year, the ONLY option is 
to appoint someone.

Thus, to those folks clamoring on 
about how Council doesn’t need to fill the 
vacancy? Sorry, but you are wrong. So let’s 
move on.

At least we won’t have to endure again 
the unseemly appointment versus by-
election “debate” that occurred during 
the 2008 vacancy debacle. That vacancy 
occurred with 2.5 years left in the term. 
Despite the fact the vast majority of  
Auroran’s wanted a by-election – even 
presenting Council with a petition with 
hundreds of  names on it demanding  
a by-election – the Council of  the day 
ignored the populace.

They voted to consider only one name, 
the “9th place finisher”, and appointed 
him on a 5–3 vote, because, they said, that 
was the most “democratic” way to handle 
a vacancy. Yikes!

And speaking of  the “9th place finisher” 
option, for the record, the Act has two 
options – appointment or by-election. 
There is no third option of  the “runner up” 
fills the vacancy.

This is not Miss America, folks. There 
is no “runner up” that fulfills the duties of  
the Council in the event the Councillor has 
to step down.

Would you accept the “runner up” 
option if  the Council vacancy had been the 
Mayor?

I didn’t think so.
Thankfully, this time, Council has been 

presented with a more appropriate process. 
Our legal team has drafted and council has 
approved a process that closely mirrors 
that which Richmond Hill used to fill their 
vacancy in December 2013. 

A simple, straightforward process 
that allows members of  the public to 
put their names forward for “open and 
transparent” consideration by Council. 
Not just one name. Not just one person will 
be considered. Anyone and everyone who 
thinks they could do the job will be given 
equal chance.  

I think it’s the closest we can get to a 
democratic appointment process.

The timing is, quite frankly, ridiculous. 
According to the Municipal Act, Council 
must declare the seat vacant at the first 
meeting following notice of  the vacancy 
and then has 60 days from that meeting 
date to fill the vacancy.

Council has indicated that it will try to 
fill the vacancy by the end of  July, but who 
knows.

Regardless, the person who is ultimately 
appointed will fill the position for about 
10 weeks. And then, could run as an 
“incumbent” in the election. So much for 
“fair.”

Clearly, the Municipal Act needs to be 
amended. Given his direct involvement in 
the issue, perhaps our newly minted MPP 
could raise it in the Legislature? Just a 
thought.

Appointment – Redux

Torben, Sophie and 
Anamaria get down to 
business colouring in 
bees and other critters 
at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market on Saturday. 
Colouring was offered 
by the Aurora Cultur-
al Centre as part of a 
morning of different 
activities hosted by the 
Aurora Cultural Round-
table – which brings to-
gether the Centre, the 
Aurora Public Library, 
and the Aurora Histori-
cal Society. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Did you take in any part of Aurora’s Canada Day 
celebrations this week?

a) Yes    b) No
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Red Oak 1/4a neighbourhood park, not a community 
park.”

Another bone of  contention, he said, 
is plans for the park do not fall into 
Aurora’s Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan, which suggests that accessibility 
playgrounds should be considered for 
“major community parks”, such as 
Stewart Burnett Park near the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex, rather 
than the neighbourhood park which 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park is. 

While Councillor Gallo claimed 
Councillor Paul Pirri’s idea for an 
accessibility playground in this park 
was “ill-thought out”, Councillor Pirri 
responded that his opposition was 
based on shaky math and pointed out 
what he saw was a disconnect between 
arguments being heard around the 
table versus actions performed in the 
community. 

“I take a little bit of  umbrage talking 
about the costs of  this park and how 
it doesn’t fit into the master Plan,” 
said Councillor Pirri. “It is a little bit 
hypocritical when one of  the largest 
advocates for purchasing the park on 
Mavrinac, and so far we don’t have a 
price, but we’re looking at it [as] much 
more substantial than the $880,000 that 
the Councillor has brought up.”

Further, he said using the $880,000 
figure was “shaky math” in bringing in 
the costs of  the past. Things would be 
different, he said, if  they were proposing 
ripping out existing features at the park, 
but this is simply an add-on. 

“This park isn’t just about youth, this 
is about everyone,” Councillor Pirri 
concluded. “This park is fundamental to 
who we are as Aurorans.”

Joining in opposition to the park, 
however, were Councillors Evelyn 
Buck and Wendy Gaertner. In stating 
her case, Councillor Buck said she 
was unconvinced of  a need for an 
accessibility park in this particular 
area. She said she wanted further 
information that children would benefit 
from this equipment, and questioned 
that was the right way forward.

“Children with special needs, as far 

as I am concerned, need to be integrated 
with the rest of  the community,” she 
said. “They need to see other children 
doing what they do; they need to have 
the opportunity to meet the challenges 
[of] other children. They learn more 
from other children than any other 
way. I am not convinced we have done 
enough research to know this is the kind 
of  playground we need to be spending 
$570,578 or if  this is the right location 
for it.”

Councillor Gaertner, on the other 
hand, said she wanted to fall back on 
the advice in the Master Plan, as well as 
word from the community. 

“If  you want to do an accessible park, 
we should pick an area that has a larger 
space and is near a community centre 
where a lot of  people gather. To me, it is 
in the wrong location and it is way too 
much money to spend on such a small 
piece of  property.”

Supporters of  the plan, on the other 
hand, said locating it elsewhere would 
simply throw up another undue barrier. 

“It just creates another barrier to send 
it to the outskirts of  our Town,” said 
Councillor John Abel of  suggestions to 
move it closer to the SARC. “You need it 
in a central location for all ages. It is not 
for children with impairments to find 
their way as best they can. This is about 
including them in the same privilege 
and opportunities that all children 
have, and that is the right to explore or 
challenge themselves, their senses, and 
do it in an area where everyone else is.

“We have to say they are welcome 
to the same opportunities as everyone 
else in our Town. I will always move in 
that path and bring everyone together 
and…I am not looking for reasons not to 
go forward and exclude people.”

Following an amendment by 
Councillor Michael Thompson to simply 
approve the design in principle, with 
the options coming forward to the 2015 
Budget Cycle, the motion ultimately 
won the support of  Councillors Buck 
and Gallo, and the motion passed 7 – 1. 
Councillor Gaertner remained opposed, 
stating options should have been 
presented to Aurora’s Accessibility 
Advisory Committee before coming to 
Council. 

From page 1

Accessible playground  
approved in principle

Aurora’s newest neighbours welcomed by Habitat for Humanity
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s name was not lost on 
Cesidio (Sid) Lippa, his wife, Rose, 
and their two daughters, when they 
received the keys to their new home 
on Thursday afternoon.

“Aurora, in Italian, means the 
beginning of  a new day,” said Sid. 
“Now, Aurora means the beginning 
of  a new life and a new home.”

The Lippa Family was joined 
by representatives from builders 
The Daniels Group, volunteers, 
Councillor Michael Thompson, and 
members of  the community at large 
last week when they received a set 
of  gleaming keys to their new home 
from Habitat for Humanity GTA.

The Lippas plan on finishing 
the move to their new home this 
weekend, in what is Aurora’s first 
Habitat for Humanity project. 
Developed in collaboration with 
Daniels, it is part of  their First 
Homes development, which caters to 
first-time homeowners.

“It is a beautiful day for my 
beautiful family,” said Sid. “Over a 
year ago, we were planning on finding 
another apartment because of  our 
current living condition. It was not 
safe for our kids, but we couldn’t find 
anything in our budget because our 
total monthly income is low. There is 
no way we can afford a better living 
space.”

He eventually 
contacted Habitat last 
year and although they 
didn’t make it through 
on their first application, 
they were luckier on the 
second time around. 

In the days leading 
up to the key ceremony, 
Sid and Rose were in 
close talks with Habitat 
to learn the ins and 
outs of  being first-time 
homeowners, including 
taking on the home’s 
no-interest mortgage, 
which is held by Habitat.

This Habitat build is somewhat 
unique compared to many Habitat 
homes in the Greater Toronto Area in 
that volunteers did not have to build it 
from the ground up. Built by Daniels, 
it was largely finished when it became 
a Habitat home. A small team of  loyal 
and dedicated volunteers were then 
tasked with putting the finishing 
touches on the property – ranging 
from paint to cabinetry – before it 
was ready for the Lippas last week. 

“I would like to welcome Sid, 
Rose [and daughters] Lorianne and 
Lucyanne into our Daniels family and 
our beautiful First Home community 
in Aurora,” said Don Pugh of  Daniels. 
“We know your journey has had its 
share of  challenges and even greater 
amounts of  accomplishment, days 
that brought you joy and others that 

were probably filled 
with anxiety. The road 
that brings you here has 
been lined with friends. 
Some of  the friends are 
champions, and some 
are shadows you will 
never meet, but they all 
have a common goal – 
to see you through this 
moment, to the moment 
where you get to call 
this home.”

According to Mr. 
Pugh, the relationship 
between Daniels and 
Habitat is one he has 
seen go from strength 

to strength with each passing year. It 
is a beneficial relationship, he says, 
it is “not going to get any easier” 
providing affordable homes in the 
years ahead. 

“In the upcoming years, we are 
going to have to work harder than 
ever to ensure families like the 
Lippas can realise their dream of  
homeownership,” said Mr. Pugh. 
“Personally, I cannot think of  a better 
partner to keep those dreams alive.”

For Councillor Michael Thompson, 
who represented Aurora at the 
ceremony, Thursday’s dedication was 
a “fantastic story” for the community.

“We look forward to you being one 
of  our newest neighbours,” he said.

So, who are Aurora’s newest 
neighbours? One person to ask is 
Adrian Pannozzo, who has been 
volunteering with the family to 
help ease the transition. Working 
closely with the family, he describes 
the Lippas as “humble, sincere and 
appreciative.”

“They have strong family values, 

take nothing for granted, and are 
grateful for every day they have 
together,” said Mr. Pannozzo. “They 
are excited with being able to provide 
their two daughters with a place 
they can call home. To them, a home 
means, and I quote, ‘a place where 
you can feel comfortable cooking 
breakfast in your pyjamas.’”

Cesidio and Rose Lippa share a moment after accepting the keys to their new 
home on Thursday afternoon from Habitat for Humanity. Don Pugh of Daniels 
Group looks on.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

“Aurora, 
in Italian, means 
the beginning 
of a new day. 
Now, Aurora 
means the 

beginning of a 
new life and 

a new home.”
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Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within  the next 7 days and 
you will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

Weddings as easy as...

We’re here to make things easier
when planning for your big day!

1 2 3 !

Sunday, July 6, 2014
12 - 4 pm

invites you to our 

BRIDAL OPEN HOUSE
to showcase our exquisite property and preferred

vendors - receive exciting discounts!

$123
Special Offer
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*

Stay the night!
(includes breakfast)
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 Anniversary
Package
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Book your wedding
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and receive an...

793522 3rd Line EHS
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RSVP with Christine Lawson
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Council hopefuls to make 
their pitch July 29

By Brock Weir

Aspiring and potentially returning 
politicians will descend upon Town 
Hall on July 29 to make their case to 
Mayor and Council on why they should 
be chosen to fill the vacancy left by 
Chris Ballard.

Counci l lors  approved the 
appointment process to fill the 
vacancy last week, bringing the day of  
reckoning up to July 29 from the August 
12 date agreed to the previous week at 
the Committee level. 

Their approval, however, was 
done through gritted teeth as many 
Councillors despaired over going 
through such an elaborate process to 
fill Mr. Ballard’s seat when there will be 
less than a handful of  Council meetings 
to attend before the current term is up 
at the end of  November. The reality is, 
however, they have no choice but to do 
so under the Municipal Act. 

According to Town Clerk Stephen 
Huycke, the application process 
hopefuls need to go through will be 
made available this week. After they 
fill out the necessary forms, candidates 
will be confirmed as eligible electors 
in Aurora, and then invited to make 
a three-minute pitch to Council at the 
end of  the month. 

Mayor Dawe and the remaining seven 
Councillors would then move through 
rounds of  voting at the Council table 
until one candidate receives a simple 
majority. In the event of  a tie with 
only two candidates left standing, the 
winner would then be chosen by lot. 

Although Councillors approved the 
process, much of  last week’s discussion 
centred around possible alternatives to 
such a process – and how they can vote.

Following questions from Councillor 
Michael Thompson, Town Solicitor 
Warren Mar said there is no set criteria 
for Council to evaluate each perspective 
candidate.

“It is entirely up to each individual 
Councillor when they are making a 
decision to choose what they feel is the 
most important characteristic they are 
looking for, whether it be experience 
on Council, some other relationship 
to the community, [and] all of  those 
considerations are valid, fair and 
entirely up to the discretion of  the 
individual Councillor.”

One thing Council can’t do is stipulate 
that the chosen person not run in the 
October 27 election. Although Council 
can appoint someone who says they are 
not going to, there is no guarantee the 
candidate can’t change their mind, Mr. 
Mar cautioned. And, if  they did, there 
was nothing they could do about it.

During the discussions, some 
Councillors expressed a degree of  
discomfort in having all the prospective 
candidates come forward to make 
their case and then subjecting it to 
an open debate and vote around the 
Council table. Nevertheless, Mr. Mar 
said nothing would justify taking their 
deliberations and voting into closed 
session, because this is a position that 
would normally be filled democratically 
if  there was enough time to do so.

“We’re in the middle of  an election 
campaign and we could have every 
candidate who is registered, and more, 
come forward to speak in Council,” 

said Councillor John Abel. “It may give 
them an advantage. I think under the 
circumstances, we have five meetings 
left, why wouldn’t we take someone we 
would consider to fill in for those five 
meetings and vote on it? I want to know 
if  there is a faster way to move so we 
are not taking up too much time.”

If  Mayor Dawe or Councillors wanted 
to bring forward specific names, Mr. 
Mar said they would have to publically 
task a staff  member in doing so.

“The logistics of  what is being 
proposed here just boggles the mind,” 
said Councillor Evelyn Buck. “What 
candidate who is registered for the 
election in October wouldn’t take 
advantage of  this opportunity? They 
would have to be crazy not to. The idea 
of  us sitting here and listening to each 
candidate, then have the opportunity 
to ask each of  them two questions, and 
how we would score them – who would 
want to make that decision to pick the 
one we think scored best in their speech 
and the answers to the questions? We 
could just dispense with the municipal 
election altogether! I think it is insane 
we are required to fill the seat at this 
late date in a term of  office.

“Councillor Abel is saying we should 
approach someone we believe would 
be able to step into the seat without 
missing a beat. I am in favour of  that. 
Earlier, he said we were elected to 
provide leadership and I think that 
is leadership. We have an awkward 
decision to make and I think it is the 
simplest decision. The alternative just 
does not appeal to me and I don’t see 
how anyone out there in the community 
could support us if  we went in that 
direction.”

Nevertheless, Councillor Buck 
was the lone holdout when it came 
to approving the process at the end. 
Speaking in favour of  option going 
forward, Mayor Dawe said he was not 
in favour of  the appointment process 
the last time Council had go that route 
in 2008, but a by-election is no longer on 
the table.

“We were put in this position, so we 
are dealing with it as best we can,” he 
said. “I was here when the last process 
happened and I thought it was wrong 
and totally inappropriate.”

Councillor Thompson also expressed 
his support.

“While the process might be seen 
as tedious and 
time consuming, 
it is a much more 
organized and 
logistical process 
than us sitting 
around a table 
and throwing 
names into the 
air and having a 
discussion in open 
session. It would 
lead to more 
questions about 
the fairness, the 
openness and 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
of  the process. 
We owe it to 
the residents to 
provide them with 
an opportunity to 
participate.”

Details to be hammered out over 
Chamber’s move to the Stronach 
Aurora Recreation Complex

By Brock Weir

When push came to shove, ultimately the Aurora Tigers’ claws 
had more might than the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. 

Further details are set to be hammered out over the next couple 
of  months to ensure the continued success of  the Aurora Home 
Show after they decided to move their operations from the Aurora 
Community Centre (ACC), their Home Show abode for the last 28 
years, to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC).

Although it wasn’t the Chamber’s choice, it was the only viable 
option available to them, they said after reaching an impasse with 
the Aurora Tigers Hockey Team over space at the ACC. Hockey 
Canada extended their season this year, putting them in direct 
conflict with the booking held by the Chamber and without any 
other viable hockey venues in the area, a decision in the other 
direction would have prompted the Tigers to look for a new home 
in another town.

After a lengthy debate at the Committee level the previous 
week, Councillors kept last week’s discussions short and sweet, 
looking for ways to make sure both parties continue to experience 
success in their community. 

“It took a while to come to a solution, there were some 
challenges, but I think we are getting there,” said Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe last week. “There are still going to be some concerns for the 
Chamber and we will do our best to work with them to ensure that 
all those challenges are answered.”

Just what those challenges are, however, remain to be seen, but 
the Chamber has a good idea – and lack of  parking at the SARC 
tops the list.

Parking woes are not new to Aurora, and previous examples 
include the annual Haunted Forest event, held in the lead-up 
to Hallowe’en each year at Sheppard’s Bush. To address this 
problem, Aurora’s Parks and Recreation Department ran a 
shuttle to Sheppard’s Bush from the Aurora Family Leisure 
Centre parking lot, and could do so in this instance. 

In discussions around the Council table, some said they were 
sympathetic to special provisions asked of  Council by the Aurora 

Continued on page 17
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Rain fails to dampen Canada Day Parade spirit

(Top Row) Members of the Queen’s York Rangers 
brought out several vehicles for the parade. The parade 
was led by John Webster, Aurora’s Official Town Crier, 
and his wife, Mary. Friendly smiles and waves from the 
York Regional Police’s Ceremonial Mounted Unit. (Sec-
ond Row) Youngsters took a step back in time, leading 
the way for the Aurora Historical Society. It’s a Hard 
Knock Life for these youngsters, promoting “Annie” 
from Marquee Theatrical Productions. Reps for the 2014 
Wild West Hoedown made hay of the event. (Third Row) 
The Central York Fire Service brought out a bit of histo-
ry. The Canadian Children’s Theatre Company kept the 
flags flying in the parade, and at Lambert Willson Park. 
Veterans were saluted on their own float. (Fourth Row) 
Councillors Paul Pirri and Sandra Humfryes, and Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe wave to parade-goers (Councillors John 
Abel and Michael Thompson were on the other side of 
the wagon). Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown led a 
large contingent of patriotic Canadians down Yonge 
Street. (Bottom Row) The Royal Canadian Legion’s 
Colour Guard added an air of ceremony… while the  
Shriners got into the groove. Councillor Evelyn Buck  
followed Council’s horse-drawn cart. For more of  
Canada Day’s afternoon and evening festivities, check 
back in next week’s edition of The Auroran! 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY ¥ ON 2014: CRUZE, EQUINOX, SILVERADO, MALIBU, IMPALA, 
VOLT, TRAVERSE, SONIC, TRAX, CAMARO, ORLANDO, SPARK, TAHOE & SUBURBAN

2014 CRUZE LT
AIR & AUTO 

•  6-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• AIR CONDITIONING
•  BLUETOOTH®
• TURBOCHARGED ECOTEC® ENGINE
• CRUISE CONTROL
• ONSTAR® NAVIGATION

•  POWER WINDOWS, LOCKS & 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY

•  BEST-IN-CLASS SAFETY+ 
WITH 10 AIRBAGS

• SIRIUS XM RADIO™

•  6-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• AIR CONDITIONING
• BLUETOOTH® WITH USB
• CRUISE CONTROL
•  POWER WINDOWS, LOCKS & 

REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY
•  BEST-IN-CLASS REAR SEAT 

LEGROOM♠

•  BETTER HWY FUEL ECONOMY 
THAN ESCAPE, RAV4 & CRV∆∆

PREMIUM FEATURES 
WITHOUT THE PREMIUM PRICE

EMPLOYEE LEASE

$99 
@

 0.9%
 FOR 48 MONTHS▼ 

BI-WEEKLY. $695  DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. INLCUDES FREIGHT, PDI & LEVIES.

+EMPLOYEE 
PRICING

CRUZE LTZ SHOWN††

SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB LTZ 4X4 SHOWN††

EQUINOX LTZ SHOWN††

0% FINANCING 
AND LEASING 
AVAILABLE 
ON SELECT 
MODELS‡‡/▼▼

YEARS/40,000 KM 
COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**2 YEARS/160,000 KM

P O W E RTR A I N 
W A R R A N T Y▲5 YEARS/160,000 KM

R O A D S I D E
A S S I S T A N C E▲5

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, 
LEVIES & $1,850 COMBINED 
CREDITS♦/♦♦.

2014 EQUINOX LS
AIR & AUTO

FULLY LOADED WITHOUT
UNLOADING YOUR WALLET 

EMPLOYEE PRICE

$24,995*

THE ALL-NEW SILVERADO.
2014 NORTH AMERICAN TRUCK OF THE YEAR.

ALL 2014’s COME WITH

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

For the latest information, visit us at chevrolet.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. ▼Based on a 48 month lease for 2014 Chevrolet (Cruze LT Turbo 1SA+MH8/Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 4WD 1WT+G80+B30). Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Monthly/Bi-Weekly 
payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $695/$2,150 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation is $10,945/$13,751. Option to purchase at lease end is $9,284/$18,602. Excess wear and tear and km charges not included. Other lease options available. *Offer applies to the purchase of 2014 Chevrolet (Equinox 
LS FWD 1LS/Silverado 1500 Double Cab 2WD 1WT+G80+H2R) ♦$500/$4,000 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 Chevrolet Equinox/2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Double Cab & Crew Cab (without PDU) and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. ♦♦$1,350/$400 
is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) 2014 Chevrolet Equinox/2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Double Cab (without PDU) and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Such credit is available only for cash purchase and by selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing such credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. Other 
cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. ▼/*/♦/♦♦/***Freight & PDI ($1,600/$1,600/$1,695/$1,695), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply 
to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Chevrolet Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers, in whole or in part, at any time without 
notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc. ®Visit onstar.ca for coverage map, details and system limitations. Services vary by model and conditions. +Based on WardsAuto.com 2012 Upper Small segment, excluding Hybrid and Diesel powertrains. Standard 10 airbags, ABS, traction 
control and StabiliTrak®. ©For more information, go to iihs.org/ratings. ♠Comparison based on 2013 Polk segmentation: Compact SUV and latest competitive data available and based on the maximum legroom available. Excludes other GM brands. ∆∆2014 Chevrolet Equinox FWD equipped with standard 2.4L ECOTEC® I-4 engine. Comparison based on Natural 
Resources Canada’s 2014 Fuel Consumption Guide. ††2014 Cruze LTZ, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $28,489. 2014 Equinox LTZ FWD, MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $37,539. 2014 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4WD MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $51,249. Dealers are free to set individual prices. ¥Offer available to retail customers in Canada between June 3, 
2014 and July 31, 2014. Applies to new 2014 Chevrolet, Buick and GMC models, 2015 Chevrolet Silverado and GMC Sierra HD Pickups and 2015 GMC Yukon, Chevrolet Tahoe and Suburban models, at participating dealers in Canada, excluding Chevrolet Corvette and all Cadillac models. Employee price excludes licence, insurance, registration, dealer administration 
fee, fees associated with filing at movable property registry/PPSA fees, duties, and taxes. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order or trade may be required.  Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without notice. See dealer for details. ‡‡Participating lenders are 
subject to change. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by RBC Royal Bank/TD Auto Finance Services/Scotiabank on new or demonstrator 2014 Chevrolet Sonic, Cruze, Malibu, Camaro (excluding Camaro Z28) on 36/60/36/60 months. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and 
cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $25,595 at 0% APR, the monthly payment is $426.58 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $25,595. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. Offers apply to qualified retail customers only. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other 
offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ▼▼0% for 36 month lease available on 2014 MY Chevrolet Sonic, Cruze (excluding Cruze Diesel), Malibu, Impala and Trax on approved credit by GM Financial with delivery from June 3, 2014 – July 31, 2014. 
Monthly/Bi-weekly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. Example: 2014 Cruze LT Turbo (1SA+MH8) including Freight and Air Tax is $21,179 at 0% APR, Bi-Weekly payment is $107.13 for 36 months. Total obligation is $8,346, plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $11,323. Tax, licence, insurance, registration, applicable provincial 
fees, and optional equipment extra. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in 
accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not 
be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details. ¥¥Offer valid from 
June 3 to July 31, 2014 (the “Program Period”). Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible pickup truck that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $1,000 Truck Owner Bonus credit towards the lease or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 
Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche, GMC Sierra; or a $2,000 Truck Owner Bonus credit towards the cash purchase of an eligible 2013/2014 Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche or GMC Sierra. Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible Pontiac, Saturn, Saab, Oldsmobile, Cobalt and HHR that has been registered and insured 
in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive $1,000 Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2013/2014 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC model; or a $2,000 Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. Only one (1) credit 
may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. The $1,000/$2,000 credit includes HST/GST/QST/PST as applicable by province. As part of the 
transaction, dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership for the previous consecutive six months. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your GM dealer for details.

chevrolet.ca

OR STEP UP TO THE CREW CAB 4X4 EMPLOYEE LEASE

$149 @
 1.9%

 FOR 36 MONTHS▼ 

1WT 2WD CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
INLCUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES, 
$4,400 COMBINED CREDITS♦/♦♦ & 
$2,000 TRUCK OWNER BONUS.¥¥

BI-WEEKLY. $2,150 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. INLCUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $4,000 CREDIT.♦

2014 SILVERADO
DOUBLE CAB EMPLOYEE PRICE

$24,211*   

•  EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING 
REAR DIFFERENTIAL

• 285 HP ECOTEC3 ENGINE

• 6-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• CRUISE CONTROL
• POWER WINDOWS & DOOR LOCKS

CHEVY EMPLOYEE PRICING V.1 DMA
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TAKE A SHORTCUT
TO THE BEACH
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Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  1 1 a m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Valet Parking $5  For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

Both patios NOW OPEN
BRAND NEW

A variety of fresh new salads
and refreshing cocktails!

BRAND NEW

A variety of fresh new saladsA variety of fresh new salads
and refreshing cocktails!and refreshing cocktails!

Summer
Lunch MenuNow offering

CATERING
Please call for details

PROUDLY SUPPORTING LOCAL SPORTS

NewRoads Basebar Auro 2  6/18/13  1:54 PM  Page 3

Vol. 14  No. 35  905-727-3300 FREE      Week of July 3, 2014theauroran.com
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Aurora’s Community Newspaper

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Original Six Blackhawks.
“I talked to them a fair amount throughout 

the year and a lot during the playoffs,” he said, 
adding that a scout had been out to watch him 
play throughout the season. “As for the draft, I 
didn’t really know what was going on, but maybe 
I had an idea of  where I was going. I was kind 
of  just hoping for the best and expecting the 
worst, but it’s not the end of  the world if  it didn’t 
happen. It was definitely a nice surprise.”

Sikura said he just stayed home back in Aurora 
while the draft was going on and periodically 
kept his eye on things. As the rounds wore on, 
hope started to wane until he noticed a couple of  
late Chicago draft picks still to come.

“When I saw Chicago had the next few picks I 
waited and then got a call from one of  the scouts 
and he asked me, ‘did you see who we just took?’ 
Then we just talked about camp and whatnot,” he 
recalled. “It was pretty cool.”

He will be attending the Blackhawks rookie 
camp from July 12 to 18, which he is expecting to 
be an incredible experience on its own.

He admitted to closely watching Blackhawks 
greats like Patrick Kane, Jonathan Toews and 
Duncan Keith over the years and his father is 
also a Chicago fan.

“My dad grew up watching Chicago,” he 
explained. “He’s actually been down to a few 
playoff  games and said the atmosphere is crazy 
and they absolutely love hockey, so it’s definitely 
a good city and a good organization to be a part 
of.”

Born and raised in Aurora, Sikura has played 
Junior A with the Tigers for three seasons, 
where he amassed 134 points in 167 games. His 
success there under the tutelage of  head coach 
James Richmond and the Tigers brass led to 
a scholarship to play hockey at Northeastern 
University this coming fall.

“Playing for the Aurora Tigers, when they 
offered me a spot in my first year, it was a pretty 
easy answer,” he said. “It’s pretty cool to play 
in your hometown and have the community 
behind you. It’s obviously a good hockey town 
and we had a good year this year, so it was 
really fun.” 

It hasn’t always been easy 
for the young speedster, 
however, and he said he 
looks up to his older brother, 
and former Tiger, Tyler for 
inspiration.

“He showed me the ropes 
throughout minor hockey. 
We both played in Aurora 
and then moved to York-
Simcoe, but I remember he 
got cut the one year and it 
was kind of  a shock. Then, 
the next year I got cut too, so 
it was good to have someone 
I could relate to and boost 
my confidence.”

Sikura is now looking 
forward to showing his 
talents and learning at 
the upcoming Blackhawks 
camp, but also has his 
sights set on his first season 
at Northeastern.

“It’s tough to say what I 
do from there, but getting 
an education is key, so 
four years would be ideal, 
but you never know what 
can happen if  something 
popped out and they signed 
me,” he said. “I’ve just got 
to work hard and see what 
happens.”

From page 1

Sikura heads to Rookie Camp next week

Aurora Jays keep their eyes on the prize, 
continuing winning streak

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Jays senior men’s baseball team is 
on a tear in the North Dufferin Baseball League and 
don’t plan on letting up. 

Currently sitting third in the standings (with 
games in hand), the Jays have a sparkling 13 – 1 – 1 
record, sit third overall in runs scored (113) and have 
the second fewest runs against (53).

Last week they added to their impressive season 
with wins over the Bolton Dodgers and the New 
Lowell Knights, who happen to be chasing them in 
the standings.

“Absolutely we’re keeping an eye on the 
standings,” said manager Rob Wilson. “For us, it 
would be great to finish in first place, but really our 
main focus is for us to be top four and make sure 
we get home advantage in the playoffs. However, we 
try to take it one game at a time and not look too far 
ahead.”

On Wednesday night, the Jays traveled to Bolton 
for a game against the struggling Dodgers.

Veteran hurler Ian Mile started the game off  
strong and didn’t waver, offering few chances for the 
Dodgers offence to make an impact on the game.

Milne pitched a complete game shutout with five 
strikeouts.

“It’s not too often I freeze a batter looking and 
four of  those strikeouts they were looking, so that 
feels pretty good,” he said. “My last two starts have 
been pretty decent, locating the pitches a lot better 
than I was early on and it’s good for the confidence 
and I think that’s a big part of  it for me.”

The Jays got going relatively early in this game, 
scoring three runs on the top of  the third to take 
the lead. Chris Bloom led things off  by getting on 
base and was eventually brought home on a hit by 
Ted Beadle. Ryan Lewis then collected two RBIs, 
bringing in Chris Rettie and Beadle.

Things stayed relatively close with the Jays’ 
defence pitching in some big plays to keep the 
Dodgers at bay.

The Jays added another run in the fifth inning to 
make it a 4 – 0 victory.

“The defence was great tonight,” Milne said. 
“Normally we’ve got a pretty good defence anyway, 
but tonight especially there were some great plays in 

the infield by Crosby, Bloom, everybody was looking 
good out there.”

The next night the Jays were right back in action 
with a road game against the New Lowell Knights.

With Brad Crosby as the starting pitcher, the 
Jays scored what would end up as the winning run 
right away in the top of  the first. They added five 
more runs in the top of  the seventh to make it a 
6 – 0 win.

Crosby stayed solid throughout, pitching seven 
shutout innings, allowing only four hits and 
striking out four.

“They hadn’t seen him before, so we thought 
we would spring something new on them and it 
certainly paid off  as he only gave up four hits in 
the game and they’re a pretty good hitting team,” 
Wilson said. “It’s another instance where some 
sound pitching and sound defence kept us in a 
game that was pretty well 1 – 0 throughout.”

Wilson added that he is encouraged about his 
team’s ability to play in close games and deliver 
the win.

The Jays scored their six runs on five hits, 
paced by Bloom who scored two runs and Beadle 
who went three for four with a double.

For schedules, stats and standings, visit www.
ndbl.ca

Jays pitcher Ian Milne threw seven shutout innings in 
a 4-0 win over the Bolton Dodgers last week. The Jays 
currently sit third overall in the NDBL standings.

 Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

Email a brief description and pictures to heather@caledoncitizen.com 
with “Car Show” in the subject line.

Tell us about it.
Your Car Show could be featured in Motoring

Having a 
Car Show?

     R
E-ELECT

F O R  C O U N C I L
A B E L

Cedar Springs Water
www.cedarspringswater.ca
sales@cedarspringswater.ca

416-798-7675

We live in the area we service

Water Softener and
Drinking Water Specialists

SAVE 25%
ON ALL HOME 
FILTRATION 
EQUIPMENT

Rent or Purchase
Free Diagnosis of existing 

water systems

*

*Some conditions apply

COMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, JULY 5 
The Aurora Farmers’ 

Market will be the scene 
of  two community 
celebrations today, 
including the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Day hosted by Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services, 
which is celebrating its 
40th anniversary this year. 
This event will be coupled 
with Art in the Park. 
Coordinated by Aurora 
artist Deborah Campo, 
this event features 
live music from Patty 
McLaughlin and the Song 
Circle Musicians from 
11.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m., folk 
music from Katherine 
Lynn Kirby from 1 – 2 
p.m., and art on display 
from over 14 different 
artists! 

JULY 5 – SEPTEMBER 6
The Pine Tree Potters 

Guild hosts “Earth to 
Fire”, a new exhibition 
of  fine art ceramics by 
members of  the guild, 
to showcase works 
that move beyond the 
functional. Featuring 
46 pieces selected by 
ceramics expert Bruce 
Cochrane, he has gone a 
step further and singled 
out seven exceptional 
pieces as award winners. 
Guild members were 
encouraged to stretch 
their artistic vision 
and create their own 
statement pieces, and 
the results will be spread 
over two galleries at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 
Additional features 
include a ceramic 
“patchwork quilt.”

SUNDAY, JULY 6
The Aurora Garden 

and Horticultural Society 
will host the annual 
Aurora Garden Tour. 
Rain or shine, the self-
guided tour of  eight 
local gardens runs from 
12 noon to 4.30 p.m. This 
year’s tour features 
eight diverse gardens, 
including an estate 

garden with two ponds, 
an “Arizona” inspired 
xeriscape garden, and 
a large cottage garden 
brimming with colour, 
to name just three. The 
owners will be in the 
gardens to answer any 
questions you might 
have. The aim is to show 
gardens that have been 
created by garden owners 
that are inspirational 
and attainable for avid 
or starting gardeners. 
Tickets are on sale now 
for $15 and are available 
at the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, Caruso & 
Company, and Black 
Forest Garden Centre in 
King. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9
Aurora’s 2014 

Concerts in the Park 
series kicks off  today 
with Sonshine & 
Broccoli, a fun-filled, 
action-packed interactive 
concert that will get 
children and parents on 
their feet, and singing 
along. Each concert in 
the series takes place on 
a Wednesday from 7 – 9 
p.m. throughout July and 
August. Barbeque and 
picnic foods are available 
for purchase at 6 p.m. 
before each concert. 
Upcoming concerts 
include the Celtic music 
of  the Tartan Terrors on 
July 16, and a Tribute to 
Elton John with Benny & 
The Jets on July 23.

* * * * 
3D Printing for Teens 

– Introduction Workshop: 
Do you know what 3D 
printing is and how it 
works? Come out to this 
fun workshop at Aurora 
Public Library that will 
give you the basics on 3D 
printing and have you 
ready to print objects in 
no time. 10 – 11 a.m. Free 
workshop, but please 
register ahead of  time by 
calling 905-727-9494 x280

THURSDAY, JULY 10
3D Printing for Teens 

– Crash Course in CAD 
Creating: Ready to take 
your 3D printing up a 
notch? Do you want to 
create your own invention 
using our 3D printer? 
Dive into the world of  
3D designing with the 
Aurora Public Library. 
We’ll introduce you to 
two free CAD programs 
(TinkerCAD and 123D 
Design) and tell you what 
you need to do to get your 
creation printed at APL. 
2 – 3 p.m. Free workshop, 
but please register by 
calling 905-727-9494 x280.

* * * * 
The Pine Tree 

Potters Guild will host 
an artists’ reception for 
their new exhibition 
“Earth To Fire” tonight, 
starting at 7 p.m. at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 
All are welcome. Light 
refreshments. Members 
of  the guild will be on 
hand to speak about their 
unique works.

JULY 10 – 13
Aurora’s Wavestage 

Theatre Company will hit 
the stage once again from 
July 10 – 13 with Legally 
Blonde: The Musical. 
It’s an ‘Elle’ of  a show! 
Based on the hilarious 
film, Legally Blonde, the 
show follows sorority 
star Elle Woods, an 
underestimated blonde 
who doesn’t take “no” 
for an answer. When her 
boyfriend dumps her for 
someone more serious, 
she puts down the credit 
card, hits the books, and 
sets out for Harvard Law 
School. Performances 
get underway at the 
Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts 
on July 10 at 7.30 p.m. 
Additional performances 
take place July 11 at 
7.30 p.m., July 12 at both 
2 p.m. and 7.20 p.m., 
and July 13 at 2 p.m. 
For more information, 
visit Wavestage at 
wavestagetheatre.com. 

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

July
Horoscopes

Cancer 
(June 21 – July 21)

Stay centered in your 
confidence and power 
this month, Cancer. You 
have all the willpower 
you need to accomplish 
any life task. Trust in 
yourself. Remember 
that life doesn’t give you 
that which you cannot 
handle. You can do it!

Leo 
(July 22 – August 22)

Self-awareness is 
key for you in July, 
Leo. Change is afoot, so 
there is no use trying to 
resist. Have confidence, 
and allow yourself  to be awakened to a 
greater sense of  self. Forces of  resistance 
will be present, but good luck is with you 
too.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
The fruits of  your labour will be 

presented to you this month, Virgo. Trust 
and appreciate your accomplishments. 
Your hard work is paying off ! By the end 
of  July, you will see just how much. Until 
then, just keep on trucking.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
What is tying you up in knots, Libra? 

What is it that you are holding onto so 
tight? Be aware of  your own self-created 
limits in July. Life will ask you to drop 
some old patterns and attachments, so 
be willing to let them go. You don’t need 
them!

Scorpio 
(October 23 – November 21)
Welcome the good fortune coming 

your way, Scorpio. A few last challenges 
remain in July, but after that, you will feel 
more like yourself. Your energy and clear 
direction will return. It will soon be time 
to apply all that you have learned. 

Sagittarius  
(November 22 – December 21)
What is being completed now, 

Sagittarius? You are ready to move into 
a whole new life cycle, full of  energy, 
fire and creativity. Continue to go with 
the flow, and welcome abundance. 
Fulfillment, and what that means to you, 
is your keyword now.

Capricorn 
(December 22 – January 19)

Life is giving you gifts, Capricorn. 

Accept them with open 
arms, without delay! 
July will bring a 
shift of  energy that 
allows you to receive 
accomplishment and 
material gain. It is 
about time, right? Be 
alert for messages that 
bring good news.

Aquarius (January 
20 – February 18)

You will experience 
a strong urge for 
liberation this month, 
Aquarius. Maybe it is 
time to break free from 
something restrictive? 
The choice is yours. 

But just note, it will be much easier as 
the month progresses, to go into a new 
direction.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
Don’t hold on so tight, Pisces! Are 

you aware you are sitting on valuable 
life force energy? Remember that 
resistance blocks movement. Let go, 
and welcome in the fire power you 
need to burst forward. Your creative 
genius is needed. Let it out!

Aries (March 21 –April 19)
Creativity is key for you in July, 

Aries. After a long period of  waiting, 
it seems the Universe is giving you 
the green light! Your energy will 
soar by month’s end, and you will 
feel empowered and strong. Give 
birth to anything new that cries for 
expression.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
Trust your perceptions Taurus, 

but don’t live in your head. July will 
be a busy month, bringing change, 
movement and depth of  insight. 
Socializing, home and family are most 
important now, and will be the focus 
of  the above themes. Embrace all of  it.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)
Give form to your ideas this month, 

Gemini. After a period of  review, you 
can apply your insights to the real 
world. By the end of  July, you will 
feel progress on issues that were tying 
you up. Be flexible and engage your 
feeling-sense when problem solving.

For more information about 
Jodie and astrology, visit www.
EarthSkyJourneys.org.

Aurora Lawn Bowling 
Club gears up for 100th 
anniversary celebration

By Jeff Doner

For 100 years the Aurora 
Lawn Bowling Club has been 
a part of  the community 
and on July 20, the club will 
officially mark its centenary 
season with a celebration.

Jeff  Walker, treasurer 
and eight-year member, said 
the club is looking forward 
to celebrating the deep 
roots their club has in the 
community.

“It is exciting,” he said. 
“It’s the oldest sport in 
Aurora, I think. It started at 
the Trinity Anglican Church 
through the men’s group in 
1912. They got together and 
started this lawn bowling 
and tennis at the church 
grounds.”

In 1913, the Trinity Lawn 
Bowling and Tennis Club held 
their inaugural meeting with 
Dr. Hillary as president and 
the Rev. Gerald S. Despard as 
honourary president.

However, just a year later, 
there was an “enthusiastic re-
organization meeting” when 
the Aurora Lawn Bowling 
Club was formed with Dr. 
Ford Butler (a dentist) as 
president.

Years later, in 1930, the 
Tennis Club and Lawn 
Bowling Club set a plan 
in place to use sections 
of  McMahon Park for the 
establishment of  a bowling 
green and tennis courts.

An old log cabin was 
transported down from 
Pefferlaw to be used as the 
new clubhouse at McMahon 
Park.

Some forty years later, 
the cabin was moved to 
its current location in 
Sheppard’s Bush when the 
Town and Aurora Lions Club 
banded together to build a 
new clubhouse, which still 
stands today.

The club operates to this 
day at McMahon Park, with 
games happening throughout 
the summer every Sunday 
afternoon and Monday and 
Thursday evenings.

Walker said it’s a sport 
that literally anyone can play 

and those who are interested 
should try it out. 

“It’s an interesting sport. 
One of  the things that really 
annoys me is that people 
just think it’s for old people. 
People play it all around 
the world at all ages. It’s an 
old sport that apparently 
dates back to the thirteenth 
century.”

It truly is a sport for all 
ages, given the fact that their 
oldest member is 93 years 
young, but the club is hoping 
to see more youth get involved 
in Aurora and Canada, like in 
many other countries around 
the world where the sport 
is relatively popular among 
younger players.

“It’s a relevant game here 
for older people, but the 
people that are really keen 
on the game, they enjoy it 
because they’re outdoors and 
you’re walking,” said member 
Raymond Noble. “For me 
personally, when I retired I 
was looking for something to 
do and I knew the president 
here, so I contacted him and 
he said, ‘come on out and try 
it,’ and I just fell in love with 
it after that. It’s cheaper than 
golf  and it’s not as hard on 
your back!”

Lawn bowling has drawn 
comparisons to bocce ball and 
strategically to curling, but 
is played on a flat, perfectly 
manicured grass green.

The game begins with the 
throwing of  a small white 
ball that becomes the target, 
known as the jack. 

Competing players will 
then somewhat gracefully 
roll their bowls (small, 
weighted, oddly shaped balls) 
with the goal of  getting it as 
close to the jack as possible.

 If  the jack moves, the 
game moves, always keeping 
everybody on their toes and 
even promoting strategy.

There’s no doubt that the 
club is excited to celebrate its 
100th anniversary, for which 
there will be a few games, 
refreshments, socializing and 
visits from local politicians 
and dignitaries. The party 
starts July 20, 2 p.m.

Grant Joyce and Derek Turnbull battle the 
sunshine and shadows on the green during 
game play at the Aurora Lawn Bowling Club 
at McMahon Park last week. On July 20, the 
Club will host a celebration to commemo-
rate its 100th anniversary in Aurora.

 Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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PINE TREE POTTERS’ GUILD

JULY 5 - SEPT. 6
Galleries open Tues.-Sat. 10am- 4pm
Free Admission

O P E N I N G  R E C E P T I O N
Thurs. July 10 • 7pm  All Welcome

JURIED EXHIBITION & SALE
AT  TH E  AU RO R A C U LTU R AL  C E NTR E
22  C H U RC H ST. ,  AU RO R A

For more information:
www.pinetreepotters.ca

Fine 

creative

ceramic 

juried

works.
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www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

July 6-11, 2014

(519)941-5683
www.fiddle.on.ca

Great accommodation, great food, and great instructors- Cindy 
Thompson, Karen Reed, Kyle Charron, Alanna Jenish, Jake 

Butineau, Chanda Leahy &  Sarah Robinson

Spend a week with the champs

Age 8-88
any experience level
For info and
registration forms call..

Instruction in Canadian Old Time Fiddling &
“Ottawa Valley” &  Traditional Step Dance
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Aurora’s Community Newspaper
Arts & Culture

18A Wellington St. E. Aurora • Email: jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc. 
Direct Line # 905-727-9900

www.jennynailsspa.ca

(On-Line & Text Booking now Available)
Nails & Waxing Service

Texting Only # 647-296-2130

Local gardeners gear up for 
Sunday’s Aurora Garden Tour

By Brock Weir

Anita Eveleigh takes a very pragmatic approach 
to her garden – if  a plant doesn’t work, or serve its 
intended purpose, it’s out of  there to make way for 
something better. 

Thankfully for garden enthusiasts in Aurora, and 
across York Region, there’s not a lot that doesn’t work 
in the Moffat Crescent garden she shares with her 
husband, Roy. 

This Sunday, you have a chance to see for yourself  
as they open up their gates as part of  the annual 
Aurora Tour of  Gardens, hosted by the Aurora 
Garden and Horticultural Society. 

The self-guided tour get underway at 12 noon 
through 4.30 p.m., rain or shine.

When tour-goers get to Moffat Crescent, they will 
encounter a garden that is not just for show, but also 
for service. Through the gates, visitors will be able 
to walk down a gentle slope (fully accessible upon 
request) to a vivid splash of  colour. Beyond this first 
impression is a wooden arch leading to the working 
garden. 

This is a sea of  fruits, vegetables, and herbs which 
not only feed the family but also a host of  “critters” 
that feast on the bounty.

“I don’t mind sharing it, but I would really like the 
critters to leave me something!” jokes Anita, leading 
The Auroran through raised beds of  lettuce, spinach, 
beans, peas, beets, plum and beefsteak tomatoes, 
zucchinis and squash, strawberries, rhubarb, a patch 
of  asparagus in need of  some tender loving care, and 
an experimental plot of  peanuts. 

“I try something and if  it works, it works,” she 
says. “If  it doesn’t, it is kind of  fun to say I tried.”

Walking through the garden, it is hard to believe 
that that was the overriding vision of  how the garden 
took root in the first place. Having lived on the 
property since 1985, there was no particular game 
plan on where she would start.

The starting point was actually building a pool on 
their sharply sloping property. To shore up a corner 
of  the deck, stones were thrown down the slope for 
some extra support. Sensing an opportunity, that 
cascade of  rock quickly gave way to a rock garden. 
The rest, including a fledgling woodland garden, 
followed suit.

“I find peace and relaxation out here,” Anita 
explains. “There were mature trees here and lots 
of  opportunities to be outside. I am out here every 
day whether I am working or not. The slope of  the 
property dictated how the garden evolved and when 
we put the pool out where it is sunny and open, the 
rest of  the property became the park.”

After graduating from nursing, Anita spent a 
year living in Northern Ontario. It was there she 

discovered her love of  open 
space and the great outdoors. 
Although communities up 
there were small in and of  
themselves, she found as soon 
as she was beyond city limits, 
a wave of  peace washed over 
her.

“I felt a sense of  a 
relationship with nature, with 
God, or whatever you want to 
call it,” she says. “I felt at one. 
I couldn’t have that when I 
moved back to the city, so this 
became an alternative.”

Perhaps it awakened 
something that was lying 
dormant in her as her mother 
was an avid gardener, even in 
the confines of  an apartment. 
Her mother, she says, had 
the nurturing instinct when 
it came to her plans and just 
simply couldn’t let them die. 
Then again, Anita says she 
doesn’t actually remember 
lending her mother’s green 
thumb a hand. 

“My learning to actually garden was trial and 
error.”

This weekend will be one of  those moments 
for the Eveleighs as they open their garden to the 
public for the first time. They were first approached 
to participate on the tour three or four years ago, 
but home renovations got in the way of  their 
participation. This year, however, everything aligned.

“I garden regardless of  whether or not anybody 
comes in,” says Anita. “We like to entertain, so I 
want an attractive warm place to do it. Regardless of  
whether or not we were on the tour, I would still be 
working towards that vision. When the garden first 
came, my vision was one of  simplicity. I was working 
at the time and had young children and I wanted 
plants that basically took care of  themselves – a lot of  
foliage, but different textures and colours. 

“I want people to enjoy the garden and see that 
it is a warm, relaxing place. I also have a couple of  
gardening dilemmas, so if  anyone has a piece of  
advice, I am open to it!”

 
Tickets for the Aurora Garden Tour are available for 
$15 at Caruso & Co., Carmichael’s Garden Centre, 
Blackforest Garden Centre, and this Saturday, July 5, 
at the Aurora Farmers’ Market. For more information, 
and same day ticket sales, visit www.gardenaurora.
com or call 905-727-5926.

Aurora’s Rhiannon Kyle, as 
Elle Woods, in the upcoming 
production of Legally Blonde: 
The Musical. 

Supplied photo

By Brock Weir

After heading off  to university, 
Aurora’s Rhiannon Kyle got her first 
taste of  sorority life. 

When people think of  sororities, 
Rhiannon says most people think 
all they do is party, but that couldn’t 
be further from the truth. Through 
her time at university, they have 
worked with charities ranging from 
the SickKids Foundation, to smaller 
grassroots causes. 

And even when she comes home this 
summer, she will still be challenging 
the stereotypes of  sorority life – but 
this time in a very different way. 

Next Thursday, July 10, the curtain 
will go up at the Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing Arts as Aurora’s 
Wavestage Theatre Company stages 
Legally Blonde: The Musical. 

Rhiannon plays Elle Woods, the 
quintessential sorority girl in the 
musical based on the hit Reese 
Witherspoon film. It follow Woods, a 
much-underestimated blonde, who 
ditches a life of  clothes and shopping 
to hit the books at Harvard Law School. 

“It’s such a positive show and it 
is a definite cult favourite,” says 
Rhiannon. “I remember in my first few 
weeks of  joining a sorority, the girls 
got together and we watched Legally 
Blonde in the house, so it is a really 
positive memory for me. I remember 
how positive a role model Elle Woods 
was to break all the stereotypes, and 
that is something I really wanted to 
take on.”

Rhiannon got her start at Wavestage 
at the age of  three when it was then 
known as the Aurora Opera Company.

“As the company grew into 

Wavestage, I grew up alongside of  it,” 
she says. “Now that I am at university, 
it is really great to come home to my 
community.”

Over the years, she has played 
Beth in Little Women, alongside her 
own sister, Sally in You’re A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown, as well as Toby 
in Sweeney Todd and Bianca in Kiss 
Me Kate. The company has provided 
her with a variety of  roles, and that is 
reflected in the variety of  people who 
have found an outlet at Wavestage. 

“It is really great having such a 
positive process,” says Rhiannon of  
their collaborative efforts. “What is 
special about Wavestage is there are 
people in all sorts of  different fields, 
not just the people who want to make 
it in the theatre world, but people who 
are passionate about being on the stage 
and making great art. It is great being 
around really passionate people and 
that is what led me to stay alongside 
the company for such a long time. 

“Growing up in Aurora, most kids 
either did soccer or hockey, and as 
someone who isn’t the most athletically 
inclined, it was great to find a place 
with a whole bunch of  different kids 
of  a similar age to focus on building 
leadership skills and actual skills 
training within the actual arts. You 
don’t realise how performing makes 
such a difference in people’s lives but 
just going to a show for two hours can 
make all the difference. This show 
also has such a positive message for 
the community.”

Legally Blonde: The Musical runs 
July 10 – July 12 at 7.30 p.m., and July 
13 at 2 p.m. For ticket information, visit 
www.wavestagetheatre.com. 

Sorority life is not a stretch for 
Legally Blonde’s Kyle

Anita Eveleigh shows off her pristine Moffat Crescent garden last week. Ani-
ta and her husband, Roy, will open up their garden as one of several partici-
pating in this Sunday’s Aurora Garden Tour, hosted by the Aurora Garden and  
Horticultural Society.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Cleaners 
(formerly CADET Cleaners) 

1 Henderson Drive, Aurora  (Beside Metro)  905-727-7714

* Until July 31, 2014 

Joyce’s 

20% OFFNew management *
Special

Traffic concerns addressed in new plan for Ridge Road area
By Brock Weir

A revised plan for a long-gestating subdivision 
plan in southwest Aurora was approved last week, 
which could ultimately lead to the closure of  
Ridge Road from Yonge Street.

The new subdivision is planned for the south 
end of  Town, stemming just off  of  Yonge Street 
near Ridge Road. The plan has been a bone of  
contention for residents of  the street for well 
over a year, concerned that through access of  the 
subdivision to Ridge Road would adversely affect 
the community. 

The new homes will be built adjacent to the 
existing neighbourhood and, moving forward this 
week, the new plan will see a full intersection at 
Yonge Street to the new area. 

The Region of  York, however, is pushing for 
allowances to be made within the new development 
for future access to Ridge Road. A barricaded road 
connection between the two developments should 
be put in place as after 2020, full Yonge Street 
access to Ridge Road could become tricky. 

“A full move intersection at Yonge Street can 
be supported by York Region, however, as a result 
of  the Bus Rapid Transitway (BRT), which is 
proposed to be constructed along Yonge Street at 
an approximate date of  post 2020, an unbroken 
centre line meridian will be constructed which 
will limit access from Ridge Road to Yonge Street 
to right-in right-out only at the time of  the BRT 
implementation to the satisfaction of  York 
Region,” said Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director 
of  Planning. At the Committee level, he said the 
Region was “adamant” that a road connection “be 
protected to Ridge Road.”

“They are thinking in the long term that when 
the bus and the rapid way is constructed, the 
existing Ridge Road access out to Yonge Street 
will either be closed, or restricted to right in 
and right out movements only, and this proposal 
would provide residents of  Ridge Road access out 
to Yonge Street through this new proposed road.”

Speaking before Councillors last week, Ridge 
Road resident Richard Berman said he and his 
neighbours are largely satisfied with how the 
development has progressed, but said there 
remained some traffic concerns in the area, 
particularly towards access. 

From Councillor Evelyn Buck’s perspective, 
however, Council was put between a rock and a 

hard place over how to satisfy everyone in this 
case. 

“There was a solution offered by the Region 
which would resolve the problem here and now at 
this very moment, and that would be the closing 
of  Ridge Road at Yonge Street, but apparently 
the residents didn’t want that,” she said. “They 
apparently wanted protection from the traffic 
coming in and they also want to continue having 
access.”

Asking Mr. Berman why neighbours would 
ultimately object to closing Ridge Road at Yonge 
Street and allowing access through the new 
subdivision, he replied that it is as simple as “that 
is the way people know it.

“It is something long-appreciated,” he said. 
“People don’t like change and neither do I, 

but sometimes you have to swallow it,” replied 
Councillor Buck. “I am at a loss as to why the 
residents would not welcome the opportunity to 
have their road closed at both ends. This is the 
perfect residential enclave that only the people 
living on the street are using. They want it always, 
so who am I to question them?”

Although he said he had concerns that the 
future Yonge Street median would revive many 
of  the concerns initially brought forward at a 
number of  public planning 
meetings stemming back to 
February 2013, Councillor 
John Gallo said he 
“commended” developers 
for their “patience in getting 
this far.”

“It was clearly not an 
easy site to develop,” he 
said. “They have been here 
many times and it looks like 
we have finally come to a 
site plan and a development 
that may very well work 
on that site. I look forward 
[to hearing] if  there are 
any concerns from the 
public [before this week]. If  
there aren’t any, that road 
connecting to Ridge Road 
provides me with a little 
bit of  concern [from the 
discussions] but if  it has to 
be there, it has to be there.”

Blueprint House to make  
Doors Open debut

By Jacqueline Stuart 
Town of Aurora Heritage Advisory 

Committee

In many ways, the dwelling currently 
known as “Blueprint House” is like 
dozens of  other World War One era 
homes in Aurora. 

The gable end of  the two-storey 
structure faces the 
street and the house 
is deeper than it is 
wide, making the 
best use of  expensive 
street frontage. These 
straightforward frame 
homes typically have 
four openings in the 
street façade: a door 
and a window in the 
ground floor, and two 
bedroom windows 
above. 

In one very 
striking way, however, 
number 63 Larmont 
is absolutely unique: 
its exterior is painted 
in the vivid blue of  
an old-fashioned 
blueprint, a building plan, and many 
of  its details are neatly labelled in 
white, just as if  on a paper plan: “west 
elevation,” “downspout,” “gas meter.” 

But it was not always so!
R e s i d e n t i a l 

development in this 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
south of  Mosley 
Street was 
stimulated by 
the arrival of  
three important 
industries on 
adjacent Berczy 
Street: the 
Underhill and 
Sisman shoe 
factory in 1901; 
Positive Clutch 
and Pulley in 1911; 
and the Collie-
Cockerill office 
furniture factory in 
1913. Across town, 
on Tyler Street, 
the Collis tannery 
opened in 1912.

Housing was needed for the workers 
who were attracted to the town by these 
employment opportunities and property 
developers responded to that need. 
Houses similar to the Blueprint House 
appeared elsewhere on Larmont and on 
Metcalfe and Harrison, all within a few 
minutes’ walk of  the new factories on 
Berczy.

Not all the new owners were factory 
workers. The man who built Blueprint 
House almost certainly did so for 
investment purposes. The first owner/

occupant was a Mrs. Major, the widow 
of  a farmer. She lived in the house 
herself  for a while, but then rented it to 
a granddaughter and her husband, Veta 
and Alfred Folliott. 

For part of  the Folliotts’ time here Al 
was serving overseas; he was awarded 
the Military Medal for more or less 
single-handedly taking an enemy gun 

position.
Mrs. Major sold 

the property in 1919 
and the purchaser at 
that time, and again 
when the property 
next changed hands 
in 1929, was a retired 
farmer. Clearly the 
“housing for factory 
workers” theory did 
not always apply!

At last, in the mid-
1930s, someone who 
worked at Sisman’s 
shoe factory moved 
in to this house 
about two minutes’ 
brisk walk from his 
workplace. Russell 
and Mary Chapman 
started out as tenants 

but purchased the property in 1938.
The Chapmans sold number 63 

Larmont Street late in 1949. The new 
owners were Reginald and Minnie 

Morning; Mr. 
Morning was an 
electrician and 
Mrs. Morning a 
school teacher 
at Aurora Public 
School. In 1952 the 
school moved from 
Church Street to 
the former high 
school building on 
Wells Street, right 
across the Town 
Park from the 
Mornings’ home.

After almost 
fifteen years of  
ownership, the 
Mornings sold 
number 63 in the 
autumn of  1964. 
The purchasers at 

that time were John and 
Barbara Hepple, who went on to own 
the property for some four decades: the 
longest tenure to date. 

And now number 63 Larmont is the 
“Blueprint House.” On a website about 
the house the creator of  this decorating 
scheme muses about the transition from 
plan, or blueprint, to three dimensional 
home, and suggests that perhaps the 
house is neither a two-dimensional 
drawing of  something imaginary nor a 
three-dimensional construction, but a 
“spirit-filled” zero-dimensional creation.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Blueprint House
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southern Ontario.
The Lost Boyz will be on hand this 

Saturday at Town Park to present 
a cheque to Kerry’s Place at the 
organization’s annual Volunteer 
Appreciation Event, held in conjunction 
with the Aurora Farmers’ Market. 

“We support Kerry’s Place because 
they serve you from when you are 
young all the way to when you are old,” 
explains Baynit. “They have different 
things to educate kids like camps, 
and they help with respite services 
so parents can still have a life and 
accomplish what they need to.”

O f t e n t i m e s 
people living with 
autism experience 
a degree of  stigma 
because individuals 
at large might not 
understand the 
many facets of  the 
disorder. Stigma 
often paves the way 
to stereotype, and 
these are issues 
Kerry’s Place has 
sought to challenge. 
In this vein, the Lost 
Boyz have found an 
additional affinity 
with the group. 

One of  the 
reasons the Lost 
Boyz wanted to get 
involved in their 
respective communities – members 
live in York Region, Toronto, and Peel – 
was to challenge some of  the “stigma” 
surrounding bikers. They prefer the 
term “riders” and, as such, they are 
just a group of  guys wanting to spend 
some time together in a group doing 
what they love. Sometimes, however, 
due to the way they dress or their 
preferred mode of  travel, they can be 
viewed as “apart” from the community, 
he explains. 

This is not the case at Kerry’s Place.
“When I came into Kerry’s Place to 

speak to them about doing events and 
supporting them, it seems like a family 

over there,” he says. “They welcomed 
me with open arms and they didn’t judge 
me at all in any way. We want to show 
people we are part of  the community, 
and just a bunch of  guys trying to ride 
our bikes together. We want to have a 
good impact on the community, and 
that is what we’re trying to accomplish. 
Slowly but surely, it will happen.”

As with so many things, the origins 
of  the name “Lost Boyz” for this 
group have been lost to the mists of  
time, but over that time it has taken 
on a significant meaning for them. 
“Get lost!” has become their slogan, 
and something they use liberally 
in any instance in which they find 
discrimination and prejudice. 

It is message 
they have been 
trying to impart to 
those who attend 
their events each 
year and one 
Banyit says has 
gained traction. 

“With so many 
members of  the 
group, we reach 
different areas and 
keep building that 
group of  people 
as years go on,” 
he says. “It has 
reached down to 
kids that are four 
or five years old; 
the father might 
ride the bike and 
mom brought the 

kids just to have fun. We have actually 
had grandparents come and they love 
watching the stunt show and the bikes 
flying around the parking lots. 

“It ranges from four to 90, so there is 
no limit for us! Last year, we had $1,500 
for Kerry’s Place and right now it is 
beyond $3,000.”

The 7th Annual Kerry’s Place 
Appreciation Day will get underway at 
Town Park this Saturday, July 5, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Events feature Art In 
The Park, food from the Optimist Club 
of  Aurora, and other activities. For more 
information, visit www.kerrysplace.org. 

From page 1

The Lost Boyz, with their bikes, following an event for their riding club at Bolton 
Honda. 
                   Supplied photo

Form follows function in Petch House debate
By Brock Weir

Wide-ranging suggestions put 
forward as to what to do with Aurora’s 
historic Petch House are set to get a few 
price tags.

Councillors voted to get a full cost 
breakdown of  various options presented 
for the future of  the Petch House last 
week. Suggestions came about 10 
months after the house was rebuilt and 
dedicated behind the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre on John West Way. 

The ideas for Petch House in the most 
recent report include a Community 
Non-Profit meeting room, a rental 
facility for small receptions “including 
bridal showers and fundraisers”, a 
rental facility for yoga, tai-chi, qui-gong 
classes, and art exhibitions, a place to 
sell hand-made Aurora crafts, an Aurora 
Heritage Centre with exhibits, seminars 
and possible events in conjunction 
with the Aurora Historical Society and 
Aurora Cultural Centre, as a hub for 
various environmental initiatives, and 
an “old time tea room or saloon with 
finger snacks.”

An additional suggestion has an idea 
to relocate the log cabin to behind the 
Aurora Retirement Centre on Murray 
Drive “for access to water lines and 
seniors.”

On the staff  side, they have put 

forward a number of  suggestions 
including storage space, leased 
commercial use, a tourism information 
centre, the wedding option, a rest 
stop for hikers and walkers, a daycare 
facility, and even a home for the Aurora 
Sport Hall of  Fame, among others. 

“We were instructed to canvass the 
community, as well as our own staff  
for ideas and present those to Council,” 
said Aurora CAO Neil Garbe last week, 
responding to comments from Councillor 
Buck that the recommendations on the 
floor did nothing to move things along. “I 
was presuming Council would provide 
direction with respect to the uses. We 
took it as far as Council directed us to, 
and one option is to direct some, or all, 
of  the uses to be referred to us to include 
for budget discussions.”

Options could then be bundled into 
cost groups for further discussion, he 
said. 

Questions were also raised by 
Councillor Buck on just what could be 
done right now to make Petch House 
usable, as it is currently without 
plumbing or a suitable floor. Usability, 
however, is in the eye of  the beholder 
according to Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation. 

“Used for what” is the big question 
that needs to be addressed before they 
can discuss usability, he said. 

“A floor can’t be put in until a 
determination is made about the wiring 
and where the outlets were going to 
be in the building,” said Mr. Downey. 
“There might be additional work that 
needs to be done below the floor to 
accommodate that use, so we don’t want 
to put the floor down and pull the floor 
up to accommodate a use. The only 
outstanding work to be done is the floor, 
and any other upgrades to the building 
will follow the use of  the building. We 
have held back in putting the floor down 
until we had some indication from 
Council on what they wanted to do.”

If  plumbing was required, the only 
option would be to put it under the floor. 
The original 160-year-old logs do not 
accommodate for any interior cavities 
for either plumbing or ductwork. 

Looking at the options before them, 
Councillor Paul Pirri suggested a 
further report 
pricing out each 
option contained 
in the laundry 
list of  potential 
uses, along with 
suggestions on 
which options 
could be grouped 
or priced together.

“I think a lot 
of  them can be 

accommodated together and do them 
in bits and pieces,” said Councillor 
Pirri. “We have [lots of] options and I 
am sure they can be grouped together 
into different categories to simplify the 
work. I think we should see if  any of  
these…can work together.”

Councillor Michael Thompson said 
he agreed and said options should also 
be bundled according to the amount of  
investment each would require. 

“I like the sense where we can bundle 
it and say this is what the impacts will 
be,” said Councillor Thompson.

Councillor Buck, on the other hand, 
suggested it was simply time to make a 
decision one way or another on what to 
do with the building – then and there.

“It is like a train stalled on the railway 
tracks and I am trying to shove it,” she 
said. “It is just totally a nightmare what 
is going on with this.”

Kerry’s Place volunteers to be 
celebrated at Town Park party

“They welcomed me 
with open arms 

and they didn’t judge me 
at all in any way. 

We want to show 
people we are part 
of the community. 
We want to have a 

good impact 
on the community, 
and that is what 

we’re trying to accomplish.”



THE AURORAN, Thursday, July 3, 2014Page  16

“Sue DelPlavignano, 
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Route D-4

Route  A-17

Route  A-14

Route  A-15

Route  A-3

Corner Ridge Road 121 houses, Little Erica Way 11 houses, 
Corner Ridge Rd, Little Erika Way, Knole Haven Way 146 houses
Knole Haven Drive 14 houses. Total 146

Route D-10b
Morning Crescent and Simmons Crescent  46 houses

Aurora Heights Drive, Delayne Drive, Falan Heights Crescent, 
Laurwood Court    152 houses

Orchard Heights Blvd., Devins Drive, Ban� Drive  - 114 houses
Laurentide Ave., Illingworth Crt., Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt.,   

Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights Dr.  - 119 houses

Sisman Avenue 35 houses, Lensmith Drive 45 houses, 
Cady Court 17 houses. Total 97 houses

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Sports Reporter  
with a passion for community, sports and news. 

The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  
to cover local sports and community events.

Sports Reporter  
for 3 Local Community Newspapers

Aurora • King • Caledon

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple sports stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIfICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Sports reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local sports is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local sports events in the Communities.

H A N D y M A N 
WANTED with 
some plumbing, 
fencing, mechanical 
and/or landscap-
ing experience re-
quired. Part-time or 
full time available 
located on 90 acre 
equestrian farm in 
Aurora/King area.  
Call 416 508-6170   

POSITION:   Administrative Fundraising Assistant
LOCATION:   Head Office – 34 Berczy Street, Aurora
CONTRACT:  3 months
 

By Using DONORPERFECT software, understanding CRA requirements, financial coding and data entry the 
Fundraising Assistant provides support to the Fundraising Department to ensure accuracy and efficiency in 
recording financial transactions, and donor acknowledgements.

Requirements:
 • Knowledge of DonorPerfect software a must have.
 • Understands CRA requirements
 • Administrative office experience required. 
 • Microsoft Word and Excel programs, Email programs, and the Internet;
 • Strong appreciation of the value of properly acknowledging donors
 • Team player and ability to meet strict confidentiality standards of Kerry’s Place;
 • French language is an asset. 

Education/experience:
 • relevant post-secondary education;
 • minimum five years progressive office experience;
 • minimum of two years direct fundraising experience.

Send resumé to Bonnie Firth by July 2, 2014 to recruitment@kerrysplace.org

Charitable Reg. No 
10765665 RR0001 

FUNDRAISING POSITION

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
CNC Lathe Operator -Urgent - 
Bolton
Human Resource Manager -
Woodbridge – $65K 
Manufacturing Manager - P.Eng.
$90K – Aurora
HVAC Technician - G-2 req’d –
Etobicoke
Outside- Yard Forklift Operator
MIG Welders - Days
Certified Forklift Operators
General Labour
Pure Water Positions
- Keele St. & 401 area
- Customer Service / Reception
- Water Softener Installers
- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• committment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilomiters paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397
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AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

25

Purchase a Re�neosoft and get free 
reverse osmosis water.

FREE WATER TEST

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

Chamber to lessen the impact a move to 
the SARC would have on them. 

“It is a huge change for the Chamber,” 
agreed Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “It 
is a brand new show, there will be lots of  
work, there was 28 years of  experience 
behind the previous show, they had it down 
pat and everyone had a good idea of  where 
things needed to be laid out,” she said. “I 
think whatever investment we put forward 
through staff, and the waiver permitting 
fees will come back to us from an economic 
development perspective. The businesses 
will see that the Town absolutely supports 
their businesses and to thrive this is 
integral.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, on the other hand, 
said he was supportive of  looking at what 
would serve the needs of  the Chamber, but 
said he was reluctant to agree to anything 
at this point without a full report coming 
back to Council on various options.

“I think we need to make sure all 
the cards are on the table so we know 
everything that is in play,” he said. “I think 
it makes sense to do that all at once, when 
we have the report in front of  us. I think it 
makes sense to look at those options along 
with every other option we have available 

to us.”
Expressing a similar view was 

Councillor Michael Thompson. He 
underscored Aurora’s “partnership” 
relationship with both the Tigers and the 
Chamber and the work everyone put in 
to finding a “workable solution.” That 
being said, options need to be looked at to 
“minimize the impact” the shift will have 
on the Chamber. 

“Monetary is one aspect, but there might 
be logistical issues and I know when they 
were before us, they were talking about a 
number of  different things, like parking 
and so forth, and I would like us to look at 
the whole situation. Maybe there are other 
ways we can support them and help them 
make sure the show is a success.”

Additional concerns raised by 
Councillor John Abel included getting 
involvement from Aurora’s Economic 
Development Advisory Committee in 
helping with “streamlining” the event 
and aiding the transition, and possible 
volunteers to help “strategize” parking, 
transportation, and other incentives which 
might be put into the mix. 

For this year’s Home Show, the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce paid $10,756 to use 
the Aurora Community Centre over five 
days. 

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Last chances 
to see 

Merlin’s Hollow

If  you’ve never been to 
Merlin’s Hollow, this is 
your last chance until next 
year. You should go, because 
this year, owners David and 
Dierdre Tomlinson have 
once again entered the site 
into Doors Open Aurora. 
Last year, they were the 
second most visited site 
out of  16 on the list. They 
registered 266 visitors, not 
only from Aurora but also 
from many different towns. 
Clearly, Merlin’s Hollow 
is known well beyond the 
town limits.

The gardens include a butterfly log 
pile, a frog pond and stream, a deck 
vegetable garden, Mason bee box, and 
so much more. Don’t miss the fragrant 
garden, the rock and water garden, and 
the perennial flower garden.

The last chances to view the beautiful 
gardens before Doors Open, located at 
181 Centre Crescent (Just off  Centre 
Street near Industrial Parkway North), 
is Saturday, July 5 and Sunday, July 13 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. If  you miss these 
opportunities, or Doors Open on August 
16, you’ll have to wait until next May!

What hides in those eyes?
Do you have your eyes checked 

regularly or only when you find that 
your glasses need an upgrade? If  so, you 
could be missing something important.

Did you know that when an 
optometrist looks into your eyes he 
sees more than that sparkle? He can see 
signs of  a wide variety of  diseases, not 
only those within your eye, but some 
that can appear in other parts of  your 
body.

The optometrist can spot blood 
pressure issues, diabetes, multiple 
sclerosis, cardiovascular disease, 

aneurysms, cancer, 
HIV, liver and thyroid 
problems, rheumatic 
and rare hereditary 
diseases as well as eye 
diseases like glaucoma, 
cataracts and retinal 
detachment. The eyes are 
an amazing diagnostic 
tool. In fact, researchers 
are studying how certain 
eye movements might 
reveal the presence of  
Alzheimer’s.

Don’t wait until your 
eyes bother you. Make 
eye exams part of  your 

regular checkups.

Calling all knitters
The Knotty Knitters group is always 

open to new members. The group 
includes beginners and experts. You 
can share your talents or learn some of  
theirs any week during their casual and 
friendly sessions. They meet Monday 
mornings from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Their 
efforts contribute to the Centre and all 
donations are gratefully accepted and 
well-utilized.

Peach festival trip
The Centre is offering a Niagara 

Peach Festival trip on August 9. Tickets 
are $45 for members, $50 for non-
members. The trip includes a tour of  
the Magnotta Winery’s wine-making 
facility and then to the festival. Day-
long fun includes a fife and drum 
procession, live music, antique steam 
tractors, classic cars, and much more.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit www.auroraseniors.ca, 
email auroraseniors@rogers.com or 
call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday to Friday.

From page 7

Councillors look to “minimize the impact” of move

Town to be a “Cornerstone Donor” to Sports Hall of Fame after heated debate
By Brock Weir

It might a request that failed to fully ignite 
the Council table last year, but the Aurora 
Sports Hall of  Fame was second time lucky 
last week, garnering enough votes around 
the Council table to secure $5,000 from the 
Town of  Aurora. 

With the $5,000 donation, the municipality 
becomes a Charter Cornerstone Donor in 
the organization, which officially cut the 
ribbon on their current home at Town Hall 
last week. 

The donation allows the Sport Hall of  
Fame to produce plaques for the honourees, 
ensure they are inducted in style, maintain 
the personal and online presence of  the 
Sports Hall of  Fame, and provide general 
support to the organization. 

For many Councillors around the table, 
the second crack at becoming a Cornerstone 
Donor in the organization was a long-

time coming but, for others, there had not 
been adequate time to debate the donation 
around the table. 

“It has now been demonstrated what 
a great body this encompasses,” said 
Councillor John Abel in support of  the 
motion. “They have demonstrated in the 
opening of  their gallery their commitment. 
I would consider it minimal that the Town 
could would consider being a Cornerstone 
Donor. It speaks to everyone in our 
community on how important sport is to 
the culture of  our community.”

Citing a speech made by 2013 Inductee 
Carolin “Cal” Bouchard when the basketball 
star was inducted into the Hall of  Fame 
last year, Councillor Michael Thompson 
said becoming a Cornerstone Donor was 
a natural extension of  what Aurora has 
already done for sport. 

“She kept talking about all the time she 
spent on the courts playing basketball, 

practicing her shot, and how great staff  
were in fixing up the nets and just getting 
the court ready with regards to the season,” 
he said. “It is quite a testament to the 
collaboration between the Town and all 
these wonderful people who help promote 
the community. I think it was unfortunate 
we weren’t able to sponsor them last year, 
but I am fully in support of  it this year.”

For Councillor Evelyn Buck, however, 
Aurora may go out of  its way to provide 
facilities where athletes can flourish but that 
support was more than enough. Thousands 
of  people, she said, work and volunteer, to 
make these sports opportunities a reality, 
programs are provided, and it has been a 
priority for the Town.

“I remember [2014 Inductee] Greg 
Hotham when he played for Aurora Minor 
Hockey,” she said. “I remember watching 
him play and following his career from 
that point and [the Aurora Community 
Centre] have him his chance. The people of  
Aurora gave Greg Hotham his chance. The 
taxpayers of  Aurora provided the facilities 
that gave anybody who has excelled [an 
opportunity].

“$5,000 is not a lot of  money, but it is 
$5,000 out of  the taxpayers’ pockets. Is there 
no end to how far you are willing to put your 
hands into peoples’ pockets and take money 
out?”

Opposition to the donation was also 
expressed by Councillors Wendy Gaertner 
and John Gallo. For Councillor Gaertner, 
it was a donation which she said should 

be a part of  the 2015 Budget Process. On 
the other hand, she said she would be fine 
with the motion if  it came along with a 
staff  report recommending the donation, 
rather than a request from the Sports Hall 
of  Fame. 

“I am a huge supporter of  sports and 
I have played many of  them in this Town, 
and I am a huge supporter of  recognizing 
those who have played sports in this Town,” 
added Councillor John Gallo. “I find it a little 
bit hard to believe [that other councillors] 
haven’t raised an issue for $5,000, no matter 
what it is for, as an added item straight to 
Council.”

Those in favour of  making the donation, 
however, balked at the idea that this came to 
Council without a report. Although a report 
was not on last week’s agenda, the report, 
they said, would be similar to the one which 
came before Council last year and was 
subsequently rejected.

“I really have a problem when there is 
insinuation that we are just jumping at 
doing this without any thought process,” 
said Councillor Sandra Humfryes. “Of  
course we thought about it. It failed the last 
time. We know where it is coming from and 
we have got this at the table. There is no 
hiding it, no secrecy, and we are being very 
open and transparent.

“We are acting upon something we 
believe in. Either you believe in it, or you 
don’t, and I think it is a great opportunity 
for us to support a great initiative.”

The donation was approved 5 – 3. 
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* Some homes include lot and parking premiums. See Sales Representative for details. Prices, programs and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are 
copyright of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

•  5 free appliances  •  Free window coverings  •  Air conditioning  
•  Free ROGERS® Bundle for 1 year  •  Daniels quality construction

ALL FOR UNDER $400,000*

30, 60

MOVE-INS!
& 90 DAY

TOUR 
A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY! DOWN!

BUY WITH

5

905-821-0822
danielsf irsthome.ca

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

15917 Bayview Ave.
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OPEN HOUSE
PRESENTATION CENTRE 
15917 BAYVIEW AVE.,  

AURORA

PRESENTATION CENTRE  
HOURS

Open Monday to 
Wednesday  12 - 8PM  

Closed Thursday and 
Friday

Open Saturday and 
Sunday 12 - 6PM

OPEN HOUSE & COMMUNITY TOURS
WEDNESDAY JULY 9TH  

FROM 6PM - 8PM

one-on-oneone-on-one

One of our FirstHomeTM Specialists can help you realize your 
dream of homeownership at FirstHomeTM Aurora!

FULLY-BUILT TWO AND THREE BEDROOM  
CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES IN TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!

one-on-oneone-on-one

Call 905-821-0822 today to book your  
one-on-one tour of the community and model homes! 

DISCOVER THE MOST AFFORDABLE  
NEW HOME VALUE IN AURORA TODAY!

HOMES 
START 

FROM THE MID 
$300,000S


