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Aurora Home Show finds new abode  
after ice battle with Tigers 

By Brock Weir

After 28 years at the Aurora Community Centre, the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce will be moving their annual 
Home Show to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex. 

The Chamber’s concession to move the show to the 
recreation centre on the east side of  the Town came after a 
contentious debate around the Council table on whether to 
side with the Aurora Tigers or the Aurora Chamber for use 
of  the Community Centre arena at the end of  April.

For decades, both the team and the Chamber have worked 
in harmony over the use of  the facility. This came to an 
abrupt end this spring, however, when the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League extended their season, putting use of  home 
ice into jeopardy. 

They were unable to come up with a compromise this 

year and the Aurora Chamber won out, leading the Tigers 
to make alternate arrangements with York University. 
Matters, however, came to a head at Town Hall this week 
when Barry Quinn, General Manager for the Tigers and Paul 
Smith, President of  the Chamber, came to ask for Council’s 
intervention in settling the dispute. 

It was a situation Councillors said they were loath to find 
themselves in but, at the end of  the day, they sided with the 
Tigers over use of  the arena.

“I understand it is not an ideal situation for the Chamber 
of  Commerce, but if  the option is between losing the Tigers 
or requesting a move for a few years…I don’t want to lose 
our Tigers,” said Councillor Paul Pirri, making a motion 
to allow the Tigers to have ice time while working with the 
Chamber to find an alternate solution. 

Hotham, McNally among 
2014 inductees  
to Sports Hall of Fame

Replacement Councillor 
could be appointed  
by August 12

By Brock Weir

NHL player Greg Hotham and soccer star Ed McNally lead 
the way as this year’s inductees into the Aurora Sports Hall of  
Fame are announced. 

The two athletes will be joined by volleyball coach Bruce 
Stafford and, in the Builder category, Alex Ansell, Ben 
Steenhorst, and Peter Miller (posthumously) in the Class of  
2014. 

“I am constantly amazed by the amount of  sport history that 
we have and the accomplishments that our sports organizations 
and our Town have enabled,” says Ron Weese, Chair of  the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame. “These inductees don’t just 
arrive. They are developed, and they are only developed in 
environments where they can flourish and where opportunities 
are given to them. When I see the quality of  people that we have 
and the contributions they have made, it is really a remarkable 

By Brock Weir

Aurorans could find out who their newest Councillor will 
be as early as August 12, if  an appointment process to replace 
Chris Ballard is approved at Council this week.

Councillors are set to sign off  on a plan to open up the 
process to fill the vacancy left by Mr. Ballard following this 
month’s Provincial Election, to the public.

Mr. Ballard submitted his resignation to Town Hall just 
prior to last Tuesday’s General Committee meeting. The 
timing of  the vacancy puts Council in an awkward position. 
Under the Municipal Act, the window between now and the 
October 27 municipal election is too narrow to hold a by-
election, but too wide to get by without appointing someone 
to fill the position. 

Discussing options before them, Councillors appeared to 
be resigned to what they had to do according to the Municipal 

Continued on page 6
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Madeleine prepares to re-
lease a butterfly Saturday at 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market. 
A butterfly release was held 
at Town Park as part of the 
Market’s annual Strawberry 
Festival. For more on what’s 
happening at the Market, 
see Page 18. 

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer
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Aurora Seniors’ Centre Trip to Agawa Canyon 

Sign up now for The Aurora Seniors’ Centre trip to Agawa Canyon from Sunday, 
September 21 to Thursday, September 25. This five day tour includes travel by DeNure 
coach, accommodations, meals and sightseeing tours. For additional information or to 
sign up, please contact Andrew Bailey at 905-727-3123 ext. 3611.

ANNOUNCEMENT

2014 Art for the Park 

The Town of Aurora would like to thank the following schools and community 
organizations who painted picnic tables and garbage cans for display in our local 
parks as part of our 2014 Art for the Park initiative:

• Aurora Farmers’ Market  • Aurora School of Fine Arts
• Community Living Newmarket-Aurora • Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School  
• École secondaire catholique Renaissance • St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School 
• Yellow Brick House

The People’s Choice Awards for best picnic table is “Origins,” by St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Catholic High School and best garbage can is “Cherries,” by the Aurora 
School of Fine Arts.

Thank you to all participants for helping to make our parks beautiful this summer!

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Dinner and a Movie 

Dinner and a Movie is cancelled for Saturday, June 28. 

For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121

Urban Art Aurora

Join us on Tuesday, July 1 from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Lambert 
Willson Park for our first Urban Art Aurora event. Local youth 
will put their talents on display as they create graffiti art on 
30’ canvasses. The finished artwork will be placed in the future 
Town of Aurora Youth Centre. For more information, visit 
www.aurora.ca or contact Franco DeMarco at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Theatre in the Park

The Humber River 
Shakespeare Company 
brings the magic of 
outdoor theatre to 
Aurora Town Park with 
“Romeo and Juliet,” by 
William Shakespeare on 
Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12 at 7 p.m. This is a 
“pay-what-you-can” event. Please arrive early and bring a chair 
or blanket and enjoy! Food donations for the local food pantry 
are greatly appreciated.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit 
www.humberrivershakespeare.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, July 8 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee Rescheduled to July 15
Thursday, July 10 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment 
Monday, July 14 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 15 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, July 15 7 p.m. Council
Tuesday, July 29 7 p.m. Councill

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

Are you registered to vote on October 27? 
Go to www.voterlookup.ca

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Temporary Road Closure on Tuesday, July 1  

Please be advised that vehicles on the following portions of Yonge 
Street will be temporarily prohibited on Tuesday, July 1 due to the 
Canada Day Parade:

Time Location
7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Yonge Street from St. John’s Sideroad to 
 Orchard Heights Boulevard
7:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Old Yonge Street from St. John’s Sideroad 
 to Twelve Oaks Road
7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Yonge Street northbound lane from 
 Orchard Heights Boulevard to Wellington 
 Street
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Yonge Street from Orchard Heights 
 Boulevard to Industrial Parkway South
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Engelhard Drive at Edward Street and 
 Industrial Parkway

Splash Pads Open for the Season 

The children’s water play splash 
pads located at Town Park (Wells 
Street and Mosley Street) and Ada 
Johnson Park (Hartwell Way and 
Conover Avenue) have opened for 
the season. The splash pads are 
open seven days a week from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Please 
note: Splash pads are not supervised by Town staff.

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

Sidewalk Repairs 

Residents are advised that The Town of Aurora is completing 
sidewalk repairs. Work is ongoing until the end of June during 
normal working hours. If any residents will be affected, making 
their driveway inaccessible for more than one night, notice will 
be provided. 

For more information, please contact Kevin Vande Beek at 
kvandebeek@aurora.ca or 905-727-3123 ext. 3459.

Youth Engagement Committee Call for Members

Are you an Aurora resident between the ages of 12 and 17 
interested in making a difference in your community? Become 
a member of the Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) today! 
Roles and responsibilities include engaging other youth within the 
community, serving as a liaison between Aurora youth and Town 
staff, exploring potential sponsorship opportunities and assisting 
with the development of programs and special events. 

The committee will meet every second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 4:30 p.m. from September 2014 to June 2015 

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, at 905-727-3123 ext. 3121,  
fdemarco@aurora.ca or visit www.aurora.ca

REMINDERS
Fireworks Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora’s Fireworks Bylaw #5373-11 (Sale and 
Display), regulates the setting and sale of family and display 
fireworks. Family fireworks are low hazard fireworks generally 
used for recreation. Fireworks are permitted on Canada Day and 
the day preceding this holiday from sunset to 11 p.m. For a full 
list of regulations under this bylaw, please visit www.aurora.ca 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please 
call 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit www.aurora.ca

Holiday Service Schedule
Canada Day – Tuesday, July 1

Aurora Town Hall (100 John West Way) will be 
CloSeD on Tuesday, July 1 for Canada Day.  
Regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. will  
resume on Wednesday, July 2. 
 
If you would like to pay a water or tax bill,  
payments can be placed in the drop-off box 24 hours 
a day outside of Town Hall. Please do not place cash 
payments in the boxes and remember to include your 
payment stub along with your payment. Alternatively, 
you may pay your bills through your ATM or through 
your bank’s online banking service. Parking tickets can 
be paid online at www.paytickets.ca

The Aurora Public Library will be CloSeD  
on Tuesday, July 1.

For more information, please visit  
www.library.aurora.on.ca or  
call 905-727-9494.

LIBRARY

Waste collection is moveD one Day 
forwarD from Tuesday, July 1 to Friday, 
July 4. For example, regular scheduled 
collection on Tuesday will be collected on 
Wednesday. For information, please consult 
your 2014 Recycling and Waste Collection 
Calendar.

WASTE COLLECTION

Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 1400 Wellington Street East  
Saturday, June 28 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, June 29 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, June 30       5:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Tuesday, July 1 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
For swimming, skating and Club Aurora fitness schedules, please visit  
www.aurora.ca or call 905-726-4770.

RECREATION CENTRE

As always, the Town 
will continue to provide 
essential and emergency 
services. 

For Town-related 
emergency situations, 
please call 905-727-1375 
or 905-727-3123 and 
follow the voice prompts. 

FoR All oThER 
EmERgEnCiES,  
CAll 9-1-1

EMERGENCY SERVICES

MUNICIPAL OFFICE
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Act, but questioned the point of  going through 
such a complicated process for such a short period 
of  time. 

“I think we should take the least amount of  time 
and trouble to fill this vacancy,” said Councillor 
Evelyn Buck. “We are going into the summer and, 
when the summer is over, we are going to be in 
an election and have a minimum of  participation 
in the Town’s business affairs by whoever gets 
appointed to fill the vacancy.

“[I know] the legislation requires us to fill the 
vacancy, but I don’t think we should spend any more 
time, or put people to any more inconvenience.”

Councillor Buck said she opposed the process 
of  going forward and inviting applications 
from members of  the public – whether they are 
former Councillors, those interested in running 
for Council this year, or simply members of  the 
public willing to lend a hand – and then coming 
to Council and making a pitch to Mayor Dawe, the 
remaining seven Councillors, and the public at 
large, on why they would be the best person to the 
job.

“I think it is expecting too much from people 
to ask them to go through that and I don’t think 
there is anybody around this table who has any 
illusions about what it is like to be up there and 
making your pitch,” she concluded. “It is not an 
easy thing to do. I don’t think [what we are asking] 
is worth asking people to put themselves through 
that, plus the expense and the work it is for staff  
to do it. I don’t think we would be criticised at all 
under the circumstances for taking the simplest 
route there is.”

There did not seem a general consensus, 
however, on what the simplest route is. Although 
Councillor Buck told The Auroran last week she 
was in favour of  simply appointing a former 
Councillor to keep the seat warm, Councillor 
Gaertner, on the other hand, said the simplest 
and most “democratic” way to go about this was 
simply continuing down the list of  runners up 
from the 2010 election.

Councillors have to be careful about giving 
someone a possible unfair advantage over 
prospective Council candidates in this case, 
cautioned Councillor Gaertner, as well as keeping 
in mind whoever fills it. 

“I agree it seems like a lot of  work,” she said, 

of  Councillor Buck’s position. “I know [it is 
required] but to sit here for six weeks, I think we 
should just go down the list of  the choice of  voters 
and see who wants to sit here for six weeks.”

The process coming 
to Council this week in 
throwing nominations 
and applications open to 
the public at large is very 
similar to how the Town 
of  Richmond Hill filled a 
similar vacancy last year. 
While some Councillors 
said the situations were not 
entirely comparable given 
the amount of  time still left 
on the Municipal calendar 
in December, they said it 
was a fair and transparent 
way to move forward. 

“I think what we have 
before us, as we have seen 
in other municipalities, 
is a very fair, open and 
transparent process 
that allows anybody to 
participate in, and a 
decision would be made 
between those who choose 
to put their names forward,” 
said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “It doesn’t 
preclude anyone from 
moving their name forward, 
so if  they finished ninth or 
fifteenth in the last election, 
it is very inclusive. I think 
it is the best option at this 
point in time.”

Mayor Dawe said he 
agreed.

“I fully support the 
process we are going 
through,” he said. “We will 
be able to advertise what we 
are looking for and people 
will help make that decision 
themselves, whether they 
choose to participate in the 
process.”

Celebrate “Your Canada Day” in your own town,  
in your own way next Tuesday

By Brock Weir

As she puts the finishing touches on this year’s 
Canada Day Celebrations, Shelley Ware, Aurora’s 
Special Events coordinator, is doing so, as she does 
every year, while eating her words. 

While plans for the traditional parade on 
Tuesday morning have been finalized, as has the 
eleven hours of  celebrations planned at Lambert 
Willson Park from late morning through the 
evening fireworks, one thing that is still something 
of  a wild card are the auditions of  budding local 
talent vying to be Aurora’s 2014 Teen Idol.

“Every year I say it can’t get better, and it does,” 
says Ms. Ware. “Every year I say I can’t get further 
surprised by the talent, and I am. The genres of  
music the youth choose to take always impresses 
me. In the audition round, we had Broadway 
music, but we also had Leonard Cohen. These are 
very mature songs for the youth to take on. I think 
when a lot of  people look at vocal competitions, 
they think of  the Top 10 songs, but these youth are 
very mature in their delivery, and very mature in 
their musical performances.”

The Top 8 finalists are due to take the stage at 
Lambert Willson Park on Tuesday at 5 p.m., but 
while they are spending the intervening seven 
hours preparing for show time, Canada Day 
celebrations officially kick off  at 10 a.m. as the 
Canada Day Parade begins making its way down 
Yonge Street from Orchard Heights Drive in the 
north to Murray in the south. 

With the additions of  a few new floats, as well as 
a new marching band in the form of  the Ramses 
Drum Corps, Ms. Ware promises the 2014 Canada 
Day Parade is due to be Aurora’s longest. 

“I think it is going to be really spectacular this 
year,” she says. “It is going to be the longest Canada 
Day Parade we have had in terms of  the number 
of  entries. It will be hard to predict how long that 
translates to, but we’re hoping it hits almost the 
30 minute mark. Aurora Home Hardware always 
does a spectacular job, as does Marquee Theatrical 
Productions. This will be something that will 
make Aurora proud. 

“Although we are still pulling a few of  the fine 
details together, we really have to put some faith 

into Mother Nature that we have good weather!”
Additional features of  this year’s parade will 

once again include the Governor General’s Horse 
Guards, and numerous floats from schools, camps, 
and community organizations. Also featuring in 
the parade this year will once again be the First 
Nations Presentation who will continue their 
interpretation and education of  First Nations 
dances and culture at Lambert Willson Park. 

Traditionally, the Park is awash with music and 
“Canadiana” and this year is no exception. 

“One of  the things we really pride ourselves in 
is providing all families and patrons with really 
fun, educational interactive activities that will 
teach them more about Canada,” says Ms. Ware of  
their “Canadian Passport” which will lead party-
goers through a series of  activities tailored to 
each province and territory. 

Those activities will be followed by a bash 
on the main stage featuring the “Fab Four” 
tribute, following on the heels of  The Beatles 50th 
anniversary. 

“We also have, for the first time ever, an urban 
art canvas, which is in the form of  graffiti art,” 
says Ms. Ware. “It is being done by a team of  youth 
from Aurora, who have spent several hours just 
getting to the point of  being able to make the 30-
foot by 5-foot canvas, which is going to be sprayed 
live in front of  the public.”

Additional activities include a classic car show, 
Birds of  Prey, and, joining the First Nations 
Presentation, the Chinese Lion traditional dance. 

“The park is going non-stop from 11 a.m. straight 
through to 10 p.m. that evening,” says Ms. Ware. 
“We have saved the Teen Idol to start at 5, because 
it is such a huge anchor. We think that families 
will stay for dinner to see that and segueing right 
into that is a really good band called The Core. 

“Right after that, a tribute to Stevie Nicks, Tom 
Petty and the Heart Breakers, and Fleetwood Mac 
is on the stage. I don’t know how you could miss 
out to that. Following right from there is right 
into the fireworks. I think from there, with all the 
things to do, and ending on such a strong note, I 
think it is all going to go by in five minutes and 
people will be surprised they were in the park for 
more than 10 hours!”

From page 1

Political hopefuls will learn how to fill 
empty seat this week

Briefly
WEEKEND GO TRAINS RESUME SATURDAY

Summer’s here and thus Saturday, June 28, seasonal weekend GO Train 
Service on the Barrie – Toronto corridor resumes. Southbound trips from Aurora 
to Toronto can be caught at the Aurora GO Station at 10.26 a.m., 2.56 p.m., 4.37 
p.m., and 8.56 p.m. Northbound trains leave Union Station at 12.20 p.m. (arrival in 
Aurora at 1.09 p.m.), 4.20 p.m. (5.09 p.m.), 6.20 p.m. (7.09 p.m.), and 10.20 p.m. (11.09 
p.m.). Additional service changes on York Region Transit are also expected to 
come into effect on Sunday. For more information, visit www.yrt.ca. 

FLAGS LOWERED IN MEMORY OF TOWN EMPLOYEE
Flags were lowered at Town Hall on Monday to mark the life of  long-time 

Town of  Aurora employee Judy Sherin, who died after a brief  illness on Saturday. 
Ms. Sherin, a resident of  Aurora, and wife of  Terry Sherin, former president of  
the Optimist Club of  Aurora, worked in the Facilities and Bookings department 
of  Town Hall. She was 64 and with the Town for 25 years. For more information 
regarding Ms. Sherin, including a celebration of  life, please see Page 23. 

Celebrate  
Canada Day  

in Canada's 
Birthday Town!

Kids Activities
Giant Petting Zoo

Great Live Entertainment 
Fireworks at Dusk!

For more information, call 905-726-4762  
or visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday 

Proudly sponsored by
A CURORA HRYSLER

Aurora Home Hardware Centre

Another exciting event brought to you by

Tuesday, July 1 
Monday, June 30

Rotary Dance  
in the Town Park 

7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
 aurora town park

Presented by the Rotary Club of Aurora
Beer garden

Barbecue
Live entertainment

10 a.m. 
SoutH on YonGE StrEEt 
From orCHarD HEIGHtS 

BouLEVarD to murraY DrIVE

Canada Day Parade

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
LamBErt wILLSon park
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At least, that seems to be the view 
of  the Municipal Act, in terms of  
filling the Council seat left vacant by 
Newmarket-Aurora’s newly-minted 
MPP-elect. 

It seems, however, that some 
members around the Council table 
are content with The Magnificent 
Seven for the remainder of  the term.

Regardless of  what their 
preferences are, the law doesn’t 
seem to care and they are left with 
no other choice than to appoint 
someone to keep Mr. Ballard’s seat 
warm for the remainder of  the 2010-2014 term of  
Council. 

The only thing left to decide, aside from 
the “who”, is the all-important “how” – and 
convincing some around the table that this is not 
just a colossal waste of  time. 

Truth be told, I think actually going out to the 
public and convincing them of  that is going to 
be something of  a Herculean task. Nevertheless, 
logic and practicality are not – and are rarely – the 
orders of  the day. This is something recognized by 
the Mayor and the Magnificent Seven left standing 
around the Council table, but they have to go 
through the motions. 

Councillors at the Committee level last week 
voted to go ahead with opening up nominations 
and applications to interested members of  the 
public seeking to fill the Ballard Void. If  that is 
ratified this week, Councillors will have just over 
a month to accept applications and nominations 
before the nominees making the grade will have to 
come to Council to make their respective pitches 
to Council and, by extension, the public. Then, the 
final decision would ultimately be up to Council. 

This option trumped some of  the other ones at 
the table, including a simple appointment from 
amongst candidates put forward by Councillors 
themselves, or heading down the list of  also-rans 
from the 2010 Municipal Election, which is the 
method the previous Council employed to fill the 
seat left vacant by Grace Marsh. 

It will be interesting watching how things 
unfold. As I noted last week, Council is unlikely 
to appoint someone who is considering, or has 
already put their name forward, for a run at 
Council in the upcoming election. Sitting Council 
members might see this as giving these individuals 
an unfair advantage, while those making the 
bid could see this as a way to get valuable name 
recognition before the public. 

They might also see this as a huge positive in 
their campaigns because it will give potential 
voters a sneak preview of  just what kind of  
Councillor they might be. 

Conversely, they might want to think about the 
negatives – including giving said potential voters 
a sneak peek at just what kind of  Councillor they 
might be. 

Tread carefully, one and all! 
Unless there is a dramatic sea change this week, 

this appears to be the ultimate way forward. It is 
relatively concise, transparent, and will get the job 
done – but I think we can all agree that the options 
left on the table are nothing if  not uninspired. 

We deserve better.
As I listened to Councillors banter back and 

forth about this last week, it occurred to me that 
Canada Day is coming up on Tuesday and this 
presents a rare opportunity for going completely 
out-of-the-box on how to fill this seat. Therefore, 
I present to you a list of  options and selection 
methods which would make the race significantly 
more interesting. 

AURORA TEEN-IN-SPIRIT IDOL
Judges will be on hand at Lambert Willson Park 

a little bit later in the Canada Day afternoon this 
year to cast a juror’s eye over the Top 8 contestants 
left standing. Typically, this gets started much 
earlier in the day, so why not use the extra time 
a little more wisely. Round up the potential 
candidates vying for the vacant seat, put them 

up on stage, and make them sing 
a medley of  “If  I Had A Hammer” 
and “Abraham, Martin & John.” 
Using a full evaluation criteria, 
sitting Councillors would be able 
to evaluate each contestant on 
stage presence, pitch, and sincerity, 
before whittling it down to a final 
three, who would then face off  by 
giving Canada’s Birthday Town 
a sultry Marilyn Monroe-style 
serenade which would be judged by 
the public through an applause-o-
meter. 

FLOAT-ATION
This method has nothing to do with the tried-

and-true methods deployed by the good people 
of  Salem in the seventeenth century, but simply 
makes good use of  the resources we’re already 
going to have on hand. At the start of  the Canada 
Day Parade, it has been a long-standing tradition 
that Aurora’s Citizens of  the Year make their way 
down the long line of  parade floats getting ready 
to wow the crowds before ultimately picking the 
best entry. 

Depending on how many people are ultimately 
looking to sit in Mr. Ballard’s spot, what’s a few 
more floats to have Beverley Wood continue her 
procession down the line and ultimately crowning 
Best In Show (Candidate Division). Personally, I 
trust Ms. Wood’s judgement, but that’s just me. 

FEATS OF STRENGTH
The Canada Day Festivities also provide 

several opportunities to determine this whole 
thing through various displays of  strength. Most 
members of  Council, for instance, typically ride in 
the parade from Orchard Heights to Murray Drive 
in a horse-drawn cart. Since Council is so wary 
of  putting the any cart before a horse, why not do 
away entirely with the equine equation and strap 
in the candidates to pull the cart. Quite simply, the 
last one left standing is the victor. 

SWORD-IN-THE STONE
In the previous term of  Council, being told 

numerous times she was going to be kicked out 
of  the Council chamber, Councillor Evelyn Buck 
decided to cover all her bases. As she once told me, 
the light bulb went on in her head to buy a pair of  
handcuffs to attach herself  to the Council table if  
the threat to be thrown out of  the chamber veered 
pretty close to becoming a reality. 

The catch? Where to buy a pair of  handcuffs. 
Well, the only place the Councillor could think of  
where such an item would be available was the 
adult novelty store Passion Place in Newmarket. 
After sending in a friend to get the required item, 
while keeping her face covered waiting in the 
car, Councillor Buck spent the remainder of  the 
Council term with a pair of  fur-lined cuffs in her 
purse, at the ready. 

To determine who is going to sit at the Council 
table, the Sword-in-the-Stone Method is quite 
straightforward. Councillor Buck can simply 
hook herself  onto the Council table. The first 
candidate to successfully extract her from her 
prime position is, of  course, the winner. 

THE PRICE IS RIGHT METHOD
Ever since his retirement, Bob Barker has 

been horning in on Canada’s affairs like our nosy 
neighbour down the street. Why not put his time 
– and his apparent insatiable curiosity – to good 
use. Forego the yet-to-be-announced headliner 
band for September’s Ribfest and use the $20,000 
grant received for such a purpose to fly in the 
United States’ Spay-and-Neuterer-in-Chief. 

Potential candidates can get up on stage 
and receive a helpful review of  the last eight 
years or so, presented by an unending parade 
of  Barker Beauties. After a five minute break to 
consider everything they have learned, whichever 
candidate who can guess closest to the actual 
retail price of  every lawsuit incurred by the Town, 
related to integrity Commissioners or otherwise – 
without going over, of  course – will ultimately win 
Ballard’s seat. And a lovely dinette set. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Eight Is Enough (or so we’re told) 

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

I think it is important that the Citizens of  Aurora know the 
reasons for my resignation from the trails committee. 

It is with regret, particularly to the Citizens of  Aurora that I 
tendered my resignation from the Trails Committee. I have been 
the Environmental Advisory Committee’s representative on the 
committee for almost eight years, working closely with Town staff  
and members of  the previous and present Council on planning and 
implementation of  the Town’s Trail Master Plan.

I came reluctantly to the conclusion that most members of  
Council, with the exception of  our two Councillor representatives 
on the Trails Committee, and a few other Council members, have 
provided little or no support for the implementation of  the Trails 
Master Plan or trails policy.

The majority of  Council only support the construction of  trails 
on public or future publically owned lands. Where vital trail links 
are located on developable land most have supported the developers’ 
position to eradicate these links rather than supporting the citizens’ 
need to have a comprehensive trails network in Aurora. There are 
several situations where this has occurred:

Even when the Town owned the property, they didn’t secure a 
vital trail link before they sold it to Bulk Barn. Following objections 
from the purchaser, they eradicated a section of  trail that would 
have become part of  a trail linking the northern industrial area of  
the Town to the proposed new railway station at Bloomington and 
the 404. It is unlikely that this missing link can be replaced, even if  
the rest of  the trail route is secured.

I was concerned when the Mayor voted to eradicate the Kwik 
Kopy trail easement that was secured by a previous Council as part 
of  a planning rezoning agreement to provide a vital link between 
the Willow Farm Trail Network and the Nokiidaa Trail via the 
McKenzie Marsh boardwalk. After four years, we are still no closer 
to constructing this important section of  this legally agreed trail 
link due to landowners’ objections. 

The critical off-road trail links through the developable portions 
of  the 2C lands would have linked the extensive trail network on 
the future publically owned lands into the Newmarket off-road 
trail system, but these were opposed by the developers. They 
suggested that these off-road trails should be relocated along the 
road sidewalks rather than along narrow traffic-free passageways 
between the houses that had been recommended as a compromise 
by the Trails Committee – a solution that was quite common in 
some of  the older subdivisions in Town. Most of  the Town Council 
supported the developers’ position so that these vital off-road trail 
links have also been lost forever. 

I cannot see the point of  Council unanimously approving an off-
road Trail Master Plan and policy if  they absolutely no intention of  
implementing it. Therefore, I had no alternative but to resign from 
the Trails Committee.

David Tomlinson
Aurora

Support not there for trails: 
Environmentalist 
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Time to “shine light” on 
Government, says Trudeau

It is said that sunshine is the best disinfectant but, unfortunately, 
not a lot of  light shines on our federal government these days.

Access to information requests are taking longer and 
arrive blacked out. Data is released in grainy photocopies, not 
electronically. Withholding information has become the default 
position. Information paid for by taxpayers is hidden from them.

Under my leadership, the Liberal Party has begun to reverse 
this trend and raise the bar on openness and transparency. A year 
ago we began publishing our own caucus’ spending every quarter, 
which led to all-party agreement on the proactive disclosure of  
parliamentary expenses.

The next step is the introduction of  the Transparency Act, 
which will improve openness not only in Parliament, but in our 
government.

Right now, Canada’s Access to Information Act is stuck in the 
1980s. The Transparency Act will pull it into the modern era.

This Act will entrench in law that all government information 
must be “open by default” and available in modern formats. It 
eliminates all fees for Access to Information beyond the initial 
$5 request fee. It will initiate a review and modernization of  the 
entire Access to Information system. It strengthens the mandate 
of  the Information Commissioner by giving them the power to 
enforce information laws. And it ends the secret nature of  the 
House of  Commons’ Board of  Internal Economy.

These are first, tangible steps—within the limit of  what can be 
proposed in a Private Member’s Bill—that can be put into law this 
session. None are partisan. And all will be debated and voted on 
by all MPs in the fall. 

The Transparency Act builds on the positive steps we have 
taken and will be strengthened as I consult with Canadians and 
other Parliamentarians when travelling across the country this 
summer. I am convinced that by working together  we can achieve 
all-party consensus to pass this bill and bring a bit of  sunshine 
back to our government.

Justin Trudeau
Leader, Liberal Party of Canada
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Now that the provincial election 
has taken place and the Liberals have 
a majority, what’s in store for the PC 
Party?

Since Leader Tim Hudak recently 
announced his intention to step aside 
as party leader on July 2, electing a new 
leader will be the priority, and hopefully 
will be done by the end of  this year.

In the coming days and weeks you will 
hear lots about prospective leadership 
candidates. There have been suggestions 
that a Federal Conservative Party 
Member of  Parliament will come forward 
from Ottawa to lead the provincial PC Party. 

Unless it is someone of  the stature of  a John Baird, I 
don’t think any of  them could do it.

I believe the leader will come from the existing caucus 
and it will most likely be one of  these three MPP’s – Vic 
Fedeli, MPP for Nipissing, a former energy critic and 
the party’s current finance critic; Lisa MacLeod, MPP 
for Nepean Carlton, and the recent energy critic, or 
Christine Elliott, the MPP for Whitby-Oshawa who was 
the party’s deputy leader and health critic.

A couple of  things will be guiding my decision-making 
process as to whom to support.

First, what personal accomplishments – either in 
business, education, public policy or volunteering – can 
this person point to? 

Second, do I believe that this man or woman has the 
potential to connect with voters in the large urban areas 
like Toronto, London and Kitchener/Waterloo, where 
our Party has been shut out recently?

Third, which part of  the political spectrum does this 
candidate come from – far right, centre or left/centre? I 
believe that we need someone who is a moderate.

And fourth, what are the three or four main policy 
goals of  the prospective candidate?

Once a new leader is chosen, then the party can get 
on with the very hard work of  strengthening itself; 
recruiting new party members, raising funds and 
developing policy alternatives for the next election.

Speaking of  policy, I am also very interested to see how 
the Party develops policy alternatives going forward.

Much has been written about the Tory “Million Jobs 
Plan” and the proposed reduction of  100,000 jobs to the 

public service. 
But what has not received much 

mention is how neither elected PC MPPs, 
or rank and file party members such as 
me, had any input into this very divisive 
party electoral plank.

My hope is that all party members 
will have the opportunity for their say 
on policy going forward and that we 
have learned our lesson from this recent 
electoral setback.

Back in the 1990s, the party developed 
a plan that was discussed and debated 
within the various riding associations, 

and then at regional policy workshops before final 
resolutions were adopted after rigorous debates at a 
provincial-wide policy meeting. 

These final policy resolutions became part of  the 
party’s platform.

Party volunteers were energized, as they had the 
opportunity to make and influence party policy. 

This certainly did not mean that they won everything 
that they wanted - as the Leader and his campaign team 
craft a campaign strategy and theme out of  the policy 
resolutions - but the grassroots were consulted, and 
listened to.

What this writer will be watching most closely during 
the upcoming provincial PC Leadership race is the type 
of  platform that the candidates decide to run on.

Will a Leadership candidate be “gun-shy” from 
introducing a platform that addresses some controversial 
topics because of  what just took place, or occurred in the 
fall of  2007; that was the PC electoral disaster attributed 
to the “faith based” issue?

So, why is all this important to me here in Aurora 
in the summer of  2014 as Ms. Wynne’s Liberals will be 
holding power with a good sized majority until June 
2018?

It is important for the simple reason that a democracy 
best functions when you have opposition parties that are 
ready and able to potentially govern.

Knowing that the other guy can do the job is a great 
way to keep the incumbents on their toes.

Stephen can be contacted at 
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com.
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Stephen Somerville
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I am both humbled and delighted to have been 
voted the new Member of  Provincial Parliament 
(MPP) for Newmarket-Aurora. 

Campaigning is hard work, but made enjoyable 
by the opportunity to meet so many nice people 
and to hear about their hopes and dreams for the 
future.

I thank The Auroran for this column, which I’ll 
use to keep you updated about my work on your 
behalf.

I said on election night that my job is to be 
MPP for all residents of  our riding, regardless 
of  whether they voted for me or not. I hold that 
belief  close to my heart.

I was encouraged to see voter turnout in 
Newmarket-Aurora recorded its highest level, at 
54.3 per cent, surpassing the 2011 turnout of  49.3 
per cent. I was very encouraged to see schools 
getting involved and enjoyed my time answering questions 
from young people.

During the campaign, I was asked countless times why 
I got into politics. For me, it was because of  what was 
happening to the education system in the 1990s. 

My wife and I had three young children in elementary 
school and we became concerned at the lack of  textbooks, 
broken computers, broken musical instruments, teacher 
frustration and burn-out. 

We saw firsthand how students were being affected 
by cutbacks and mismanagement at the provincial 
level. Something needed to be done. Together with other 
concerned parents, I helped start our school’s first School 
Council to bridge the gap between parents, teachers and 
school administrators. 

We got parents and teachers talking, raised thousands of  
dollars for the repair and replacement of  equipment, and 
generally tried to make the school a better place for our 
children and teachers.

Happily, I can report that Ontario’s high school graduation 
rate is now 83 per cent, up from 56 per cent in 2003-04. This 
means more young people are able to move on to post-
secondary education – which is great news for anyone who 
believes educated workers are the future of  Ontario.

My election priorities for Newmarket and Aurora 
were shaped after talking to hundreds of  residents and 
businesses, and my work as a Town Councillor. 

My priorities are: ensuring our promise of  all day, two 
way, electrified GO Train service between Toronto and 
Bradford is kept on schedule; local economic development 
and good paying jobs; and improving protection for the Oak 
Ridges Moraine, an important environmental feature in 

both Newmarket and Aurora.
The Liberal government has spent more than 

$9 billion updating GO service across the GTA, 
including almost $7 billion to buy railway tracks. 
In Aurora and Newmarket, close to $50 million 
has been spent updating parking, lengthening 
platforms and adding a bus garage. 

All it takes is a GO Train trip to Toronto to see 
progress being made on double-tracking the line. 
But there is lots more to do if  we are to meet our 
promise of  all-day, two-way, electrified service. 
The provincial budget will be reintroduced in 
early July and contains provisions to spend $29 
billion on improved transit, including $15 billion 
in southern Ontario.

These are staggering sums of  money, but 
required if  we are to build a transit system to 
meet the needs of  a growing region – and transit 

is much less expensive than expanding existing highways 
or building new ones.

As chair of  Aurora’s Economic Development Advisory 
Committee, and through my years on Council, I heard time 
and again the difficulty of  attracting major companies 
because of  a lack of  adequate transit. 

Experience has shown that when all day, two way train 
service is available, companies are more likely to open 
offices where land is cheaper and municipal taxes are lower. 
Both Ajax and Oakville are benefitting from improved GO 
Train service in their areas. 

I believe as GO Train, VIVA and YRT service improves in 
our communities, it won’t take long for major companies to 
discover the benefits of  locating here. 

In 2015, the provincial government begins a review of  
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act. With that in 
mind, I have announced my intention to launch a Citizen’s 
Roundtable on the Oak Ridges Moraine. It is important 
that residents interested in this important environmental 
feature be informed of  the process by which the government 
will review the legislation in 2015, and be able to make 
informed input. 

It will also be my opportunity to hear what you think 
so that I can form my input. Stay tuned for details on this 
initiative.

And, finally, a thank you to retired MPP Frank Klees who 
served this riding for 19 years. While we may not agree on 
politics, I commend his commitment to public service and 
wish him well in his future endeavours.

Please feel free to contact me 
at chris@chrisballardmpp.ca 

POLITICS
aS uSuaL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

The Provincial PC Party – now what?

As they say, it’s all over but the crying. 
And I am sure there’s lots of  crying. 
And gnashing of  teeth. And a few choice 
words for a party leader. Or two.

It’s been two weeks now since the 
provincial election and while the 
puditocracy is still mewling about 
the “surprise” majority of  the Wynne 
Liberals,  there is – finally – growing 
realization that there is a much bigger 
story in the midst of  the results.  

The Hudak campaign appears to 
have imploded from the weight of  an ill-
conceived “plan” and Wynne’s Liberals 
leveraged that disaster to snatch a 
victory. But that’s not the story. The story 
is about the election itself  and what it 
means about the state of  democracy in 
our province.

The numbers don’t lie. Fewer and 
fewer voters exercise their democratic 
rights. This time around, just slightly 
more than 50 percent of  eligible voters 
bothered to vote. A slight uptick since 
the 2011 election, but not much, and 
certainly nothing to cheer about.

In our riding, around 52,000 people 
cast their votes from a potential pool of  
about 100,000 or so voters. Newmarket-
Aurora was in line with the provincial 
average – just 52% voted. Of  that (using 
rounded numbers) 22,900 voted Liberal 
(about 44%), 19,500 voted PC (or about 
37%), 6,100 voted NDP (or about 11.5%) 
and 2,100 voted Green (or about 4%).  

Those are the numbers, but what does 
that tell us?

It tells us that a majority, or win, is all 
relative.  A majority of  what – eligible 
votes or votes cast? In our riding, the 
“winner” has taken the riding with 44% 
of  votes cast but only 23% of  eligible 
votes.

The numbers mirror what has 
occurred on a provincial level. The 
Liberals won 55% of  the seats with 38% 
of  the popular vote – of  just 52% of  
eligible votes.  You do the math on what 
a “majority” truly looks like.

Electoral “wins” are majorities based 
on those that chose to vote, not those 
that could vote.   

This is not to knock the victors. The 
results are no different at any level of  
government – from municipal to federal. 

With average voter turnout hovering 
at 40% - no party, no candidate can claim 
to have a “clear mandate” having won 
less than 25% of  the eligible votes. They 
are pyrrhic victories at best.

But there is a larger, more startling 
fact about the recent results.  A sizeable 
number of  voters chose to decline their 
ballots – in essence cast a vote for “none 
of  the above.” Voters went to their 
polling station, registered, and then 
handed back their ballot. Not spoiled. 
Declined. A polite, protest vote – in 
typical Canadian fashion.

Over 31,000 people declined their vote. 
Over 31,000 people thought that no party, 
no candidate was worthy of  elected 
office. The highest number in over 40 
years.

It was reported in one daily that if  
declined ballots were counted as a party, 
then “they” would have finished fifth 
in the election or just behind the Green 
party.

I could not find figures about how 
many declined votes were cast in 
Newmarket-Aurora. Just over a hundred 
declined votes were cast in 2011. It would 
be interesting to see what happened this 
time around.

I am not sure of  the utility of  the 
declined vote in terms of  protest, but in 
terms of  symbolism, I think it makes an 
important point. Coupled with low voter 
turn-out, a 10-fold increase in declined 
ballots tells us that the time for dithering 

None of the Above

This week, Council will have  
60 days to fill the vacant seat left by Chris Ballard.  

How do you think the seat should be filled?

Ron Wallace, founder of The Auroran (centre), was honoured by members of the Rotary Club of Aurora, with  
Rotary’s Paul Harris Award. The award is given to those who have provided “extraordinary services” to the club 
and, with the award, they contribute $1,000 towards the Rotary Foundation for projects around the world,  
including the eradication of polio. (Back row, from left: Mayor Dawe, Rotary president Greg Foster, Ron’s wife, 
Patricia, Jack Laurion, Grace Marsh, Katie Ablett, and Greg Pettit)   Auroran photo by Brock Weir

a)      By next runner(s)-up from the 2010 Municipal Election
b)      By a former Councillor
c)       Nominations from the community 
d)      Other (send your suggestions to letters@auroran.com)

Continued on Page 20 
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According to Al Downey, Director of  Parks and Recreation 
for the Town of  Aurora, alternatives for satisfying both 
parties would be costly and complicated. Boards to put over 
the ice to allow for the Home Show would cost over $100,000 to 
accommodate heavy equipment required to set up the Home 
Show, he said, let alone costs for installation and storage. 

While the Chamber initially said the SARC was not ideal 
due to location and less parking than what is currently 
enjoyed by the ACC, there are additional options as well, he 
added. These include getting creative by providing a shuttle 
from other parking locations. 

This was also a problem which some could say the Town 
anticipated when the SARC was planned two Councils ago. 
At that time, Mr. Downey said the Chamber was originally 
approached to move operations there, and the original 
tender included an ice deck to accommodate the home show, 
but both the Chamber and the Council of  the Day, said they 
were not interested in pursuing that to the tune of  $100,000 
per arena.

Responding to questions from Councillor Michael 
Thompson on whether spending the money on an ice deck 
would be offset by the economic benefits both the Home 
Show and the Tigers bring to the Town, Mr. Downey said one 
of  the main financial impacts to the Town would be if  the 
Tigers weren’t here at all. 

“The issue is they need it all or nothing,” said Mr. Downey. 
“If  we are looking at a cost-benefit analysis, the most cost-
effective measure for the Town is to move the Home Show to 
a later date, have it at a later date at the ACC.” 

From Councillor Thompson’s perspective, the community 
as a whole wants to see both groups succeed and their 
respective successes will bring many benefits to the 
community, but it was an “unfortunate situation” to be in. 

Like Councillor Pirri, however, when push came to shove, 
Councillor Evelyn Buck said she too also supported the 
Tigers.

“The Aurora Community Centre #1 was built for the 
Aurora Tigers,” she said. “We opened it early because that 
year they made the playoffs and they had also gone from 
a Junior C team to a Junior A team. We will never build 
another facility like that one with the number of  seats that 
one has because there is never going to be a need for it. You 
had to have been there to know why we built that facility 
with all of  those seats, and how proud we were of  it, and how 
proud we were of  the Aurora Tigers.

“I also acknowledge that this is the perfect location for 
the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. We can’t replicate that. 
There is no place else better and they have been doing it for 
28 years, and doing it better as the years have gone by. It is 
the facility that lends itself  to the success of  the Chamber of  
Commerce. We have a Solomon-like decision to make.”

Other solutions mused by Council could be quite far off. 
Councillor John Abel, for instance, said if  there was just a 
convention centre in Aurora, there would be no question on 
where the Home Show would thrive. But, at the end of  the 
day, with new rules from Hockey Canada and an extension 
of  the season, it is all out of  their hands. 

“Council and the Town have demonstrated how much they 
support the Chamber and that goes without question,” he 
said. “We have sponsored events and partnered with other 
events, and it is a great relationship. [Delaying this decision] 
is not doing our job. It is not right to the Tigers, it is not 
right to the Chamber. Are we going to allow the Tigers to 
stay in this Town, or are we going to say you can’t play here 
anymore?”

From Mayor Dawe’s perspective, this was a situation 
which came to a head fairly quickly and was somewhat 
exacerbated by the Tigers success in this year’s playoffs.

“No good deed should go unpunished,” he said. “We have 
been trying to figure out how to come to an agreement and 
it is a difficult thing to do. We have to respect [the Tigers’ 
history] and we have to respect the Chamber for what they 
do for small business.”

At the end of  the day, although she said it was a “Solomon-
like decision” to make, when you really got down to it, 
making a decision wasn’t part of  the struggle for Councillor 
Buck.

“You think politics should always throw you the right 
solution and save you from making decisions, and we don’t 
very often get a decision to make like this one,” she told 
Councillors. “Councillors have to remember we’re not social 
convenors here and the Chamber of  Commerce, better than 
any other organization in Town should understand we’re 
running a business here. We need them both.”

Aurora Home Show 
to move to SARC  
in 2015

From page 1

By Vanessa Hicks
Program Manager, Heritage Planning

Town of Aurora

The Town of  Aurora and the Heritage Advisory 
Committee are preparing once again to celebrate our 
popular Doors Open Aurora event. This year, Doors 
Open Aurora features 16 sites, including four new 
locations and one new walking tour.

The 9th annual Doors Open Aurora event will take 
place on Saturday, August 16 with most sites open from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Don’t miss this opportunity to explore 
fascinating sites in your own backyard. Participation 
is FREE! No tickets or reservations are 
required. Just come out and join thousands 
of  visitors exploring Aurora’s hidden 
treasures, some of  which are not normally 
open to the public.

Discover historic buildings, cultural 
landmarks and natural sites. Join the fun, 
ask questions, take part in an educational 
walking tour and provide your children 
with a great opportunity to learn more 
about the history of  Aurora. 

Doors Open Aurora is part of  the Doors 
Open Ontario initiative, a community-
based celebration that showcases Ontario’s 
built and natural heritage for residents and 
visitors alike. 

The first Doors Open Day event was held in France 
in 1984. In 2000, the City of  Toronto launched the first 
Doors Open event in North America. In 2002, Doors 
Open Ontario, the first province-wide event of  its kind 
in Canada, was launched by the Ontario Heritage Trust. 

Doors Open Aurora began in 2006. Since then, 
hundreds of  sites of  significant historical character 
have opened their doors and hosted more than 23,300 
site visits.

Start your Doors Open day at the Aurora Farmers’ 

Market and Artisan Fair located on Wells Street in 
beautiful Aurora Town Park. Enjoy some of  Aurora’s 
seasonal fruits and vegetables, baked goods, handmade 
jewellery and other crafts. Come before 1 p.m. early and 
visit the Doors Open Aurora headquarters to pick-up 
your Map Guide. 

Don’t miss the chance to see the newly restored Petch 
House log house next to the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
the Blueprint House at 63 Larmont Street, the Aurora 
Lawn Bowling Club in McMahon Park, Kerry’s Place 
at 34 Berczy Street and David Heard’s “A Walk in Their 
Shoes” walking tour, leaving Kerry’s Place at 10 a.m. 

The Aurora Cultural Centre and the Aurora Public 
Library are back again as visitor favourites. 
Be sure to visit the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
constructed circa 1885 in the late Victorian 
architectural style, which served as the 
former Church Street School. This site 
will feature unplugged live music in 
Brevik Hall featuring local musicians and 
a presentation in the Library Room titled 
Postcards of  Old Aurora. 

Hillary House, Aurora’s national 
historic site, noted for its long-standing 
presence in the community and 
association with medical history, will also 
be featured this year.

Also included are the Aurora Rising 
Sun Masonic Lodge, Trinity Anglican Church, the 
Absalom Blaker House and Merlin’s Hollow. 

This is the first of  many weekly articles that will 
be published in The Auroran. Each article will feature 
participating sites, activities and historical information. 

For more information about Doors Open Aurora, or 
to volunteer for the event, please visit www.aurora.ca/
doorsopen2014

See you there! 

Tigers, Chamber of Commerce state their 
cases before Council

By Brock Weir

Either the Aurora Tigers will have to take 
“Aurora” out of  their name and look elsewhere 
to their future, or the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce’s Home Show will face a significant hit 
in its operations.

Those were the positions presented to 
Councillors at the Committee level last week as 
both parties made their positions clear over the 
use of  space at the Aurora Community Centre.

The groups were in conflict over space in 
ACC 1, which has been used for 28 years by the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce for their annual 
Home Show. New regulations, timetables, and 
stipulations from the Aurora Tigers’ governing 
bodies, however, will make sharing the space next 
to impossible in the future, argued Barry Quinn, 
General Manager for the Team. 

In his delegation, Mr. Quinn outlined the 
situation the Tigers found themselves in this year 
when, faced with an extended season, and heading 
into the finals for the Buckland Cup in April, the 

conflict forced the team to look to York University 
for the final round. 

It was not a last-minute situation, he said, and 
one which was brought to Town Hall in December, 
but all other alternatives were exhausted, he 
said. Teams in the Tigers’ league need to have 500 
seats in their arenas for spectators, according to 
Hockey Canada, and no other venue in Aurora 
will accommodate that. 

“It caused an awful lot of  strife,” said Mr. 
Quinn of  the move to the Olympic-sized ice at 
York University. “You build a team to compete as 
best as you can in that rink. For us, the move to 
York, severely hurt our chances at winning the 
Buckland Cup. All that said, we tried to do what 
was right. Hockey Canada and the OJHO came 
to us and they want a guarantee of  venue for 
2014 – 2018 and years beyond, and you can’t really  
blame them. 

“We are very proud of  the program we provide 
in Aurora. I think in the five years since we 
took over this team, we have been pretty good 

Save the date for Doors Open Aurora 2014

Continued on page 7
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community citizens. We support just 
about everything in this Town from 
Aurora Minor Hockey to Central York 
Girls Hockey, Southlake…the kids love 
it. We put on over 200 dressing room 
tours last year so kids could physically 
see what goes on. Our players will go 
anywhere to help out, and the Aurora 
Food Pantry has always been one of  my 
favourite ones.”

When you got down to the bottom 
line, all Mr. Quinn said they wanted was 
some help. They were not there to fight 
with anyone, not the least of  which is 
the Chamber of  Commerce, but they 
were in an impossible situation. 

That was a sentiment shared by 
Paul Smith, Chair of  the Chamber 
of  Commerce, in his subsequent 
presentation. In the 28 years they have 
been using the ACC, he said they have 
never had any conflict like this. 

“Ideally, we would love to stay at the 
ACC, but our first thoughts were how 
this impacts our Home Show and how 
it impacts businesses in Aurora,” said 
Mr. Smith, noting it as one of  the major 
events each year in Downtown Aurora. 
“The success of  this Home Show is due 
to the fact we have perfected all the 

little details [in this location.]”
In his view, the ACC provides a 

unique, friendly atmosphere and the 
“big question” was whether or not 
this would be able to be replicated 
anywhere else. They bring in between 
3,000 to 4,000 visitors every spring, 
create awareness of  local businesses, 
activities, and organizations, but many 
exhibitors such as landscape companies 
often book up an entire season’s worth 
of  business at the home show alone. 

Shifting the date of  the Home Show 
to later in the spring would be out of  
the question. 

“A move means a brand new show,” 
he said. “The current location depends 
on walk-ins and is very convenient to 
the Downtown Area. The SARC, for 
instance, would be difficult to access. 
If  you have congestion and a lack of  
parking, visitors won’t come. They will 
just drive by and we are very concerned 
about that. If  we moved it to May…it is 
just too far into the season. People have 
already made their decisions on what 
they are going to do. They have already 
looked at landscapers, contractors, 
and in May, even your landscapers 
are already underway doing business. 
Moving to another facility, however, is 
a possibility.”

From page 6

Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way 
that was never before 
realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s safe 
for individuals of  all ages. Call our office 
today and mention this article to receive a 
FREE ProAdjuster analysis to pin-point your 
problem areas and to see how the ProAdjuster 
can help. Call within  the next 7 days and 
you will also receive a complimentary nerve 
stress scan and computerized muscle test/
semg that can show the areas of  your stress 
and how it’s affecting your body. Call 905-773-
2225 today to reserve your free ProAdjuster 
Analysis Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may no 
longer have to live with a persistent, painful 
condition. Call us today at 905-773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 
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Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s
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Lunch Menu
A variety of fresh new salads
and refreshing cocktails!

On single receipt, in-store purchases of $450 or more (before taxes^) 
when you use your Home Depot® Consumer Credit Card† Payments 
required. *Maximum discount on the No Tax offer is $400 (before 
taxes), and certain restrictions and exclusions apply^ to the No Tax 
offer. Conditions and limitations apply to both offers. See in-store for 
details.
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2, 2014 
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It’s like there’s 

NO TAX
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 if paid in full within

 18 MONTHS 

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500
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Decision could have sent Tigers 
packing to another town

“My kids are getting older 
and I want their rooms to reflect 
that, but it feels like I just 
decorated them yesterday! Do 
you have any tips for updating 
their bedrooms?”

Kids’ rooms can be the most 
fun rooms to decorate. You can 
use bright colours, bold shapes 
and fun accents. They can also 
be the trickiest spaces because 
your little ones don’t stay little 
for long. 

Their tastes can change 
as fast as the weather. I think 
it’s great that you realize how 
important it is that their space 
reflects their personal needs 
and growth. I’ve put together 
some tips on how to help your 
childrens’ rooms grow right 
along with them. 

From baby to tot:
This is a big stage for both you and your 

child.  It’s time to swap out the crib for a 
toddler bed.  I suggest choosing a single 
or double-sized classic bed rather than a 
themed bed that can be easily outgrown.  
There are so many different styles out there 
– modern, platformed, painted – your little 
one will be sure to love their new bed! 

If  there’s a rocking chair in the room, 
now is a good time to remove it and replace 
it with cubbies or organizers for toys, books, 
puzzles or a comfortable reading chair. If  
you have a dresser with a changing table, 
remove the change table and accessorize 
the top!  

From little kid to big kid:
By the time your child is in school, their 

room will be ready for another upgrade. 
This is a great age for bright colours and 
bold décor. Communicate with them about 
what they like and then adjust the room to 
an appropriate theme.  

There are endless varieties of  wallpaper 
with fun patterns and prints. Nervous about 
doing an entire bedroom in one theme or 
style? Why not create a feature wall? A 
good client of  ours recently created a space 
-themed room for her son, the aspiring 
astronaut with a full, wall-sized mural.  
Feature walls are a fantastic idea for kids’ 
bedrooms because they are easy and 
inexpensive to alter as your child’s ideas, 
hobbies and interests change.  

You can even paint one of  the walls with 

chalkboard paint. Your kids will 
love being able to write on the 
walls without getting in trouble! 
Plus, it’s a great way for them 
to practice all of  the new things 
they’re learning. Now that your 
little one is growing, make sure 
that your furniture reflects 
their current needs. Add chairs, 
a craft station or a reading nook. 

From big kid to big trouble:
As your child hits 

adolescence, all that cute baby 
stuff  goes bye-bye (sadly!). 
Your child needs more freedom 
now and their bedroom should 
reflect this.  If  the space allows, 
buy him or her a bigger bed. 

If  your ceilings are high 
enough, consider a bunk bed so 
that they can have friends stay 
the night; or, try a 2-storey bed 

and use the space underneath 
to create a nook to relax, or an office with 
some extra storage – a perfect place for 
homework. Incorporate pin boards to hang 
pictures and notes or do a gallery wall with 
their own projects.  They’ll love seeing their 
own art in the space. 

Paint is the simplest way to change a 
room. Tone down bright colours by painting 
the room a neutral shade and using 
accessories to bring fun into the room. 
Choose fabrics with bold geometric prints- 
these are still young and fresh without being 
juvenile. Update furniture by swapping out 
kid-friendly items for more mature looking 
pieces. 

The most important advice I like to give 
to my clients is to make it personal. You 
want the room to feel like your kid’s own 
space. Let them help out with the decorating 
process and have fun with it!

Feel free to send me your comments or 
questions to askjean@nichedecor.ca 

   Stay Connected with Us! 

IT’S OFFICIAL – PANINI HAVE COME TO AURORA: Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
and Councillor John Gallo were on hand last week for the grand opening of  
Original Panini on June 18. Joining them were owners Rita Cafiso, Giuliano 
DiLorenzo, Angela Campitelli-Liscio, and Linda Ferraro.  Their new location 
on Yonge Street at Edward Street, is actually their second location following 
Woodbridge.      Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

The Board of Directors of Southlake Regional Health Centre is currently 
seeking to elect one new Director, as well as, two Non-Directors. The Board 
is encouraging the application of qualifi ed individuals who would be able 
to contribute required knowledge, experience, or skills in one or more of 
the following areas: fi nancial expertise and literacy; human resources and 
information systems.

Potential candidates should recognize the tremendous change that 
has occurred in healthcare and the innovative and boundless spirit that is 
required to shape the future of Southlake and its ability to meet the health-
care needs of the communities it serves. Health care delivery is a highly 
interdependent service infl uenced by technology, demographics, funding 
limitations and other factors. It will be important for Board members to 
refl ect strong ethics as well as an appropriate level of education and skill.

Board members receive no monetary compensation and are expected to 
devote approximately 12 hours per month to hospital matters.  In addition 
to being a member of the Board, members must serve on one or more of 
the following committees (Audit, Governance, Quality, Finance & Property, 
Leadership Assessment and Compensation).  In some instances, the 
Board may decide that a Non-Director serve on a Board committee.  
Southlake serves a primary catchment area that includes the communities of 
Newmarket, Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Bradford West Gwillimbury, Holland 
Landing, Georgina, Oak Ridges and Township of King. As a regional centre, 
Southlake delivers specialized care to the over one million people who reside 
in York Region, Simcoe County, and in some cases as far north as Muskoka.

Southlake is a full-service hospital with a regional, clinically advanced 
focus.  Southlake is responsible for developing and providing advanced lev-
els of care to the more than one million people who reside in York Region, 
Simcoe County, and in some cases, as far north as Muskoka.  Recently, 
Southlake was recognized with a number of prestigious national awards, 
including: Canada’s Most Admired Corporate Culture award; Canada’s 
Passion Capitalist award; the COACH Innovation Award for Health 
Informatics; and GTA Top Employers Award for 2014.  

At Southlake, we are committed to creating shockingly excellent 
experiences for everyone who walks through our doors. Every day, we 
save lives, seek innovation and welcome change. To learn more about 
Southlake and the role of the Board of Directors, visit our website at 
www.southlakeregional.org. 

Please send a letter or email describing your background and your 
interest in becoming a member of the Board by July 28, 2014 to the Chair, 
Board of Directors, Southlake Regional Health Centre, 596 Davis Drive, 
Newmarket, L3Y 2P9 or via email to byetman@southlakeregional.org.  Please 
note that potential candidates will be required to provide one or more letters 
of reference.

We would like to thank all applicants who apply, but wish to advise that 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Applications received 
will be considered for the 2014/2015 fi scal year and subsequent years. 

596 Davis Drive

Newmarket, ON  L3Y 2P9 

HOSPITAL BOARD 
SEEKS DIRECTORS

 

The Gathering Place 
210 Edward Street, Aurora 

www.tgpoa.com

 
CAMP!
KIDZ
Bowling Day Camp 

for Ages 5-12 
AUGUST 18th - 22nd

10AM - 3:30 PM daily 
Children bring their own lunch 

PLUS: 
Swimming   Games  Drama
Sports  Music Puppets 

Faith Lessons 
FUN and so much more!!
CALL TODAY 
905.727.2900 

Hosted By: 

BOWLING EVERY DAY 

$90 beginning of July 
$75 to end of June 

Playground plan for Jubilee Park to triple in cost – if all bells, whistles approved
By Brock Weir

A $150,000 plan to build an accessible 
playground in the recently rechristened 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park could 
hit a snag this week as incorporating all 
suggestions from the public could make 
the price tag more than triple in size. 

Councillors are facing a 
recommendation this week to approve the 
design of  the park’s accessible playground, 
while the cost itself  is put forward for 
further consideration by the next Council 
as part of  their 2015 Budget Process.

According to a report before Councillors 
at last week’s General Committee meeting, 
a new accessibility playground would be 
built at the park, near its main entrance 
off  John West Way. The east end of  the 
park would then be filled with “sensory 
features” such as a labyrinth, trails, and 
other features, with a slightly downsized 
soccer pitch separating the two. 

Additional features would include a 
“natural play” area with log balance beams, 
a “reflexology footpath”, raised planters so 
users can get a good look at flowers and 
other plants, and a “Serenity fountain.” 

Council had previously approved 
$150,000 for the construction of  the 
accessibility playground, but Al Downey, 
Aurora’s Director of’ Parks and Recreation, 
noted in his report to Council that this 
figure did not include any specific features. 

With the full menu incorporated into the 
design up for approval, this figure has 
since ballooned to $570,000. 

“Staff  believe [this is] a realistic 
cost for this very specialized play 
opportunity,” he said. “In addition, this 
project represents a significant increase 
in ongoing maintenance which is well 
above the current maintenance standards 

employed in the existing park. In the event 
that this current design is approved and 
funded, it will be necessary to increase the 
annual Parks Division Operation budget 
by a corresponding amount to ensure 
that sufficient resources are available to 
maintain sufficient standards.”

A rubberized play surface, he added, 
could account for as much as $60,000 of  this 
figure. 

Taking a first stab at the design at last 
week’s General Committee meeting, some 
Councillors balked at the increased price 
tag, but others said this was a ballpark 
figure which could 
either be phased 
in over time, or see 
features hacked 
out of  the equation 
to make the final 
numbers more 
palatable.  

Mr. Downey 
added that a 
park could be 
a c c o m m o d at e d 
at the $150,000 
level, but it leaves 
“concerns” from 
members of  the 
public, who came 
out to a meeting 
in January, off  the 
table.

For Councillor Paul Pirri, who initially 
conceived the idea for Diamond Jubilee 
Park, an essential piece of  information 
needed before moving forward was a full 
breakdown in costs for each playground 
feature so they could have a better idea of  
how much could be accommodated, and 
at what price. However, he said he still 
believed that given the demographics of  the 
John West Way community, a mix of  adult 
and senior residences, as well as family 
townhomes, an accessible playground is 
the right way forward.

It is hard to believe this is my last 
In Good Company column before the 
municipal election on October 27. 

I would like to thank Brock Weir 
and The Auroran for generously 
extending the opportunity to write 
a monthly feature to keep residents 
informed and updated on Town 
matters.

 It has certainly been a whirlwind 
four years since I ran for the Mayor’s 
job in 2010. In my Keynote Address to the Chamber 
of  Commerce earlier this year, I reflected on 
my term as “the toughest job I’ve ever loved.” It 
has been immensely rewarding and decidedly 
challenging. Looking back, it’s a challenge I’m 
glad I accepted.

During my term as Mayor, our Council 
accomplished a great deal. Municipal politics is 
a passionate arena, and emotions often run high 
on all sides of  issues. Strong, stable leadership 
can channel these passions into constructive 
and progressive dialogue. Absence of  leadership 
causes fractiousness and political paralysis. 

During our council term, we have had our 
moments of  divisiveness, but by creating a forum 
where differences can be discussed openly and 
respectfully, we successfully channeled our 
passion into tangible benefits for our community. 
To my colleagues on Council, I thank you for 
your commitment to our community and to 
furthering my vision for a tolerant, respectful 
and constructive Town Hall.

Our accomplishments are too numerous to 
mention, and my articles over the past two years 
have detailed our many successes, but I would like 
to mention a few items of  which I am particularly 
proud.

Our Aurora 150 sesquicentennial celebration 
was an incredible milestone, and I was honoured 
to be Mayor at such an important juncture in the 
history of  our Town. We had four celebrations 
that fêted our 
past, present 
and future, 
and brilliantly 
showcase how 
a small village 
along Yonge 
Street developed 
into a community 
that is the envy of  
many.

After 17 years 
of  indecision, 
Aurora will 
have a Youth 
Centre! This was 
a tremendously 
g r a t i f y i n g 
accomplishment 
and one long 
overdue. The 
need for a youth 
facility was 
identified in the 
mid-1990s and I 
am glad that we 
were able to forge 
ahead with the 
new space at an 
upgraded Aurora 
Family Leisure 
Complex. 

I was very 
p a s s i o n a t e 
about bringing 
accountability to 
our contractual 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with the Aurora 
C u l t u r a l 
Centre on the 
provision of  
cultural services. 
Providing funds 
with no oversight 
is a recipe for 
disaster and 
one that we 

circumvented by re-negotiating 
terms of  our contract. Today, there is 
a fully-accountable process in place, 
an excellent working relationship 
between the Town and the Cultural 
Centre and the centre continues 
to provide exemplary cultural 
experiences to our residents and 
visitors.

Aurora is a growing community. 
As such, we cannot rely on the ad-

hoc practices of  the past to govern municipal 
affairs. I am very proud of  the business processes 
we have put into place to plan for the long-term, 
including the establishment of  reserves for 
future needs. Many communities are grappling 
with the complexities and expenses of  rapid 
growth. We are ably putting the pieces into place 
to strategically meet these growth needs.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate MPP-elect Chris Ballard once again 
for his recent provincial 
election victory.

With respect to the 
upcoming municipal 
election in October, 
Aurorans will be making 
a decision on several 
fronts. In addition to 
electing a Mayor and eight 
Councillors, you will also 
have the opportunity to 
decide whether you would 
prefer to implement a ward 
system and whether you 
would like to reduce the 
number of  Councillors.

These are issues that 
shape our community. Make 
sure you exercise your 
democratic right to vote! 
Until next time, all the best!  

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

It’s been an 
honour and  
a pleasure

Continued on page 

Councillor Evelyn Buck congratu-
lates John McIntyre, President of the 
Aurora Historical Society, on his Di-
amond Jubilee Medal at the park’s 
dedication ceremony last week.

 Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Dream of York Region family 
comes true in Aurora

By Brock Weir

The long-held dreams of  one York 
Region family are due to come true 
in Aurora this week as Habitat for 
Humanity formally dedicates its 
latest home. 

Cesidio (“Sid”) and Rose Lippa, 
along with their daughters Loryanne 
and Lucyanne, will be on hand 
Thursday to take in their new home 
on the southeast corner of  Bayview 
Avenue and St. John’s Sideroad, 
part of  the new Daniels First Homes 
Development.

This Habitat home is just the latest 
in a series of  collaborations between 
Daniels and the non-profit. 

According to Habitat, the Lippas are 
a “tight-knit, hard-working couple” 
currently renting in less-than-ideal 
conditions in Richmond Hill. 

Their home is currently a “small, 
old, rundown two bedroom basement 
apartment that has water damage 
and mold infestation”, and is very 
crowded for a family of  four, says 
Habitat. The family is eager to make 
the move up north to provide a better 
life for their daughters.

“First of  all, we are really excited 
because, for me, it is my first chance 
to buy a home,” Sid tells The Auroran. 
“To think that this is my house now 
is nice. We have been waiting for 
more than 15 years, and finally I am 
really excited thanks to Habitat. This 
is a great opportunity for us to make 
the switch. We’re not old yet, so we 
have lots of  time to go through the 
mortgage. Plus, we have two beautiful 
daughters and we need to make sure 
they grow up in a healthy place.

“The place where we are, still, 
is not healthy for our kids. There is 
mold. During the winter it is cold and 
humidity comes in the summer. There 
are so many things.”

Compared to recent York Region 
Habitat builds, this one is unique in 
that the organization did not have 
to build it from the ground up. This 
townhouse was essentially complete 
in its most basic form. Drywall had 
been installed, along with the furnace 
and water heater. The rest – ranging 
from installing counters, cabinetry, 
doors, fixtures and paint – was all 
up to the family and a very dedicated 
team of  volunteers. 

This is Aurora’s first Habitat 
home, and according to Habitat’s 
Phil Washburn, it is not likely to be 
the last. Having recently merged with 
Toronto to form Habitat For Humanity 
GTA, they are really aiming to ramp 
up their York Region builds, shooting 
for 25 houses a year to help 25 York 
Region Families. 

Washburn spent Saturday helping 
Sid and Rose understand the ins and 
outs of  home-ownership, including 
taking on the all-important mortgage. 
This was not the first time the couple 
had applied for a Habitat for Humanity 
home but everything aligned just 
right this year. 

“We are looking for families that 
are of  a low-income nature and have 
lived in egregious circumstances, 
either because they are paying 
excessive rent, or they are living in 
an unhealthy environment,” says 
Washburn. 

“The family also has to be able to 
carry a mortgage because this is not 
a handout. It is a hand-up. They are 
buying this house on a mortgage just 
like every other homeowner that you 
know. One advantage is we hold the 
mortgage and it is low-interest. They 
are buying the home, paying the full 
market value, they have to have the 
ability to pay the mortgage and that 
comes with having a minimum of  
debt.”

Becoming a Habitat homeowner 
also requires a willingness to work 
500 hours on Habitat projects, ranging 
from a house build – your own, or 
somebody else’s – or working in their 
Re-Store.

“This is not like a down payment, 
but it is kind of  in lieu of  that,” he 
explains. “It requires them to put 
some participation into the whole 
process so they are really earning 
their home and starting to contribute 
and help Habitat.”

Following Thursday’s dedication, 
Sid and Rose say they hope to begin 
moving in fully on the weekend of  
July 4.

“Habitat is doing a great job for the 
community,” says Sid. “It is not just for 
us, but they really try to help families 
in need. Many more people are in bad 
situations and people should be aware 
there is someone out there [to help].”

Regional council to consider 
loan for Joint Operations Centre

By Angela Gismondi
 

The Town of  Aurora may be able to 
finance a Joint Operations Centre, if  they 
get the support of  York Region Council this 
week.

The Ontario Infrastructure and Lands 
Corporation (OILC) loan for the capital 
project will be considered at the Regional 
Council meeting this Thursday. In the 
report, Regional staff  recommend that 
Council approve a request from the Town of  
Aurora for long-term financing to fund the 
Operations Centre 
in an amount not to 
exceed $25,000,000 
for a term not to 
exceed 15 years.  

The proposed 
Joint Operations 
Centre will 
be located on 
Industrial Parkway 
North in Aurora. 

If  approved, the 
Region will submit 
an application 
to the OILC for 
all or part of  the 
financing on behalf  
of  Aurora.  Based 
on the OILC’s 
posted borrowing 
rate of  3.27 per cent 
for a 15-year term, 
the Town would 
incur costs of  about 
$6.3 million per 
year to service the 
$25 million loan.

Under the 
Municipal Act, 
Regional Council 
must approve all 
long-term financing 
required by local 
municipalities, 
i n c l u d i n g 
applications for 
OILC loans. The 
role of  the Region 
for the duration 
of  the loan is to 
guarantee the 
repayment of  
debt and ensure 
that payments are 
received by the 
OILC from the local 
municipality in a 

timely manner.
The Regional treasurer will confirm 

that Town Council has authorized debt  
financing for the project prior to preparing 
the necessary documents for the application. 
The Town treasurer has already indicated 
that the town’s most recent annual debt and 
financial obligation limit from the Ministry 
of  Municipal Affairs and Housing has been 
updated to include the additional financing 
costs associated with the requested loan 
and remains within the limit set out by the 
ministry.
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You might think the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre is just a social club, but there’s far 
more to it. 

Over several decades of  its existence, 
the Centre has grown immensely into 
one that spreads generosity and supports 
the community in many ways.

The Centre enters the Town’s parades 
each year and has even won a few awards 
for best float. 

These are created through the 
dedication of  our workshop crew. It’s not 
just about winning or the fun of  coming 
up with a theme or creating the structure. 
It’s about making sure our Centre gets its 
rightful representation. Perhaps more 
important, it’s about supporting the 
community.

The Aurora seniors don’t just take. 
The Sew Much Fun group has just 

completed a sizeable batch of  items to 
donate to the Operation Smile program. 
This program sends doctors to other 
parts of  the world to perform sometimes 
life-saving operations on children who 
suffer from cleft lip and facial deformities 
that hinder their ability to eat.

As we speak, our sewing ladies are 
handing over to the local Operation Smile 
coordinator a bundle of  52 bags each 
containing toiletries, coloring books and 
a mirror so every child can see their new 
smile. 

Also included in the package are 50 
hand-made hospital gowns, 25 dolls so the 
doctors can demonstrate the procedure 
on their faces and help the children 
better understand what will happen, and 
100 no-no arm bands to prevent the young 
patients from touching their faces during 
the healing process.

The Centre creates several events 
throughout the year that are geared to 
making sure town residents add fun to 
their hectic schedule. 

On June 22, for example, the Centre 
held a Family Picnic and Fun Fair and 
invited the whole community. It included 
a sing-along of  traditional songs: Deep 
In The Heart Of  Texas, She’ll Be Coming 
Round The Mountain, Take Me Out To 
The Ball Game and others.

The Silver Stars and the Evergreen 
Choir are often invited to perform 
somewhere in the community to help 
entertain and ease the burden of  life. 

Since the inception of  the Evergreen 
Choir nine years ago, it has performed for 
the community. For the past four years, 
the choir members have performed a 
Spring Concert at the Centre and then 
taken it to senior residences who also 
enjoy the spring repertoires. 

In the past two months, the choir was 
welcomed by residents of  Hadley Grange 
and Park Place Manor.

Some members of  the recently 
formed Keep Singing group, which 
meets Thursday mornings, has begun 
visiting nursing and retirement homes 
to sing to the residents. So far, this 
casual sing-along group has been to 
Sunrise Retirement Home, St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church, Cobblestone Lodge 
and plans to continue visiting other 
homes during the summer. 

Our Centre also has donated funds to 
CHATS. Two teams, the Aurora Senior 
Walkers and the Aurora Seniors Board 
Bunch participated in the Walk for 
Wellness program in February. After 
walking 50,000 steps throughout the 
week, the teams gave the $1,500 raised to 
CHATS to support seniors’ programs and 
services in the community. 

The Centre was the only non-profit 
organization which chose to donate not 
only the required 50 per cent of  pledges 
collected, but the entire 100 per cent.

Individual members have also made 
their mark on the community. Helen 
Roberts, Dorothy Gummersall, Dierdre 
and David Tomlinson received the 2014 
Heritage Celebration award for actively 
working to represent and preserve the 
town’s prestigious history.

Ron Coe, the Centre’s Workshop 
Coordinator, has been instrumental in 
many projects, the most recent being 
the construction of  Lending Library 
bookcases. This project is a coordination 
between the Centre and the Aurora 
Public Library. People can grab a book, 
read it, pass it along and bring it back to 
the libraries.

In years past and present, the Centre’s 
community involvement continues. The 
Centre truly is more than a social club. If  
you want to get involved in some of  these 
projects and put some fun in your life, all 
you have to do is join at only $20 a year.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

SENIOR
SCaPE

Sylvia Dickens

Seniors spread 
generosity 

Doors Open 2014: Aurora’s Masonic Lodge
By Ted McClenny, 
Lodge Historian

It has been said that Aurora’s 
Masonic Lodge “has been here 
forever.” 

While that is, of  course, not exactly 
true, Aurora’s Masonic Lodge, more 
properly known as “The Rising Sun 
Lodge AF & AM No. 129 GRC” is the 
oldest, uninterrupted organization 
in Aurora’s lengthy history having 
been chartered in 1860 – three years 
prior to the incorporation of  Aurora 
as a municipality.

The first Master of  the Lodge was 
a Scottish immigrant by the name 
of  Robert Lyon, who was a farmer 
who farmed at the southeast corner 
of  what is now Leslie Street and the 
Aurora Road. 

Lyon’s wife passed away that year 
and he was left with five children to 
raise.

Throughout the years, the Lodge 
Brethren held their meetings at three 
different locations in Town – one of  
which was the scene of  a fire wherein 
all the Lodge records were lost. 

In the year 1885, the 25th 
anniversary year of  the Lodge, the 
Brethren purchased the property and 
building it now occupies at 57 Mosley 
Street in the Town of  Aurora. 

This structure was originally built 
in 1877 as a Methodist Episcopal 
Church. With the exception of  a 
small addition at the south side of  the 
building, there have been no major 
structural changes to the building 
since it was bought. 

The Rising Sun Lodge building 

proudly has the reputation of  being 
one of  the most beautiful, historic 
Lodges in the Province of  Ontario 
and houses several original Masonic 
art treasures.

Throughout the many years as 
home to Aurora’s Masons, many 
prominent citizens of  the Town 
and surrounding area have chosen 
to become members of  this Lodge: 
doctors, lawyers, Town Councillors, 
Mayors, Provincial and Federal 
Representatives, shopkeepers, 
educators, members of  the Military, 
factory workers and perhaps the 
most prominent of  all, Sir William 
Mulock, Canada’s first Postmaster 
General.

Freemasonry is not a service club 
as some believe, but rather it is a 
Fraternity – a Brotherhood of  men; 
good men who desire to become 
better men.

The Rising Sun Lodge No. 129 has a 
proud and distinguished history with 
a promising future. We welcome all to 
come and view one of  the “jewels” of  
Ancient Free and Accepted Masonry 
in Ontario.
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Jays mercy Cornhuskers in six innings, 
announce All-Star players

By Jeff Doner

After getting rained out yet again on Tuesday, 
the Aurora Jays senior men’s baseball team made 
the most of  a Saturday matinee in Nobleton 
against the Cornhuskers to take a 14 – 3 victory.

The win stretches the Jays unbeaten streak to 
an incredible 12 games and moves them into third 
place behind the Ivy Leafs and Bolton Brewers in 
the North Dufferin Baseball League standings.

“We were a bit shorthanded on Saturday, but 
when you’re having fun in baseball, things just 
seem to come natural to you,” said team manager 
Rob Wilson. “In this game the bats came out, 
the gloves came out, Brent [Owen] was pitching 
extremely well, even though he was dealing 
with a difficult strike zone we’ll say, but he stuck 
with it and took the attitude of  getting over the 
frustration and took some adversity in stride.”

Owen’s strong start on the mound, coupled 
with a spot on defence was key, but the bats also 
woke up for the Jays, with Chris Fafalios belting 
two home runs and veteran Ted Beadle smacking 
one of  his own.

“I think I’m starting to feel more comfortable 
at the plate,” Beadle said, referencing a slow start 
to the season at the plate. “It seems to take a while 
after a long winter, but it always feels good to hit 
one out especially after a little slump.”

The game was called early when the Jays went 
up by 10 runs in the sixth inning, and Chris Rettie 
made an appearance on the mound to close the 
game out.

Wilson said it was the perfect way for the Jays 
to shake themselves up a bit.

“It’s just what the doctor ordered after a couple 
really tight games, so it was nice to get things 
back in stride,” he said. “We’re about halfway 
through the season, which is encouraging to only 
have the one loss and oddly enough, we still have 
some areas to work on, but it’s a positive thing. 
You don’t want it all to feel like it’s coming too 

easily to the guys when you have half  the season 
left to play.”

The Jays have a tough schedule this week with 
three games in a row on Tuesday at home and then 
Wednesday and Thursday on the road.

“This week in particular is going to be a really 
big test for us,” Wilson said. “The guys will have to 
be ready to play. It’s going to be a good opportunity 
to learn really how deep we are.”

Last week the club also announced who will 
be representing the Jays at the upcoming All-
Star Game in Mansfield on July 5, with Andrew 
Bukovec, Chris Fafalios and Jake Pinnegar 
getting the nod.

Wilson said Bukovec has had limited playing 
time this season, but when he has been in, he has 
been dynamite, including a one-hitter start just a 
couple of  weeks ago.

“He’s a guy who deserves to be an all-star 
this year based on his 
performance and having the 
opportunity to send a new 
face for us this year was a 
good feeling,” Wilson said.

“After taking last year 
off, Jake Pinnegar has come 
back and lit it up for us. He 
has been as solid as you can 
ask for in the outfield and his 
batting has been outrageous, 
he’s hitting north of  400 right 
now. As for Chris Fafalios, 
he’s a five tool player and he 
deserves to be there as much 
as any player in the league.”

The team also gave kudos 
to Ian Rettie, Dan Lehmkuhl 
and Chris Bloom who have 
all been a major part to the 
Jays success this season.

For more information on 
the Jays, visit www.ndbl.ca

brought to you by:
The Meadowbrook Golf Club 

This week’s tip – Kyler Murphy
Assistant Professional Meadowbrook Golf Club

The Professional staff  at 
Meadowbrook Golf  Club are very 
pleased to bring to you a weekly golf  
tip designed to improve your golf  game. 

The tips will be written by Head 
Professional – Chris McNair, Head 
Teaching Professional – Ian Doig and 
Professional staff  Bill Neilson, Kyler 
Murphy and Shelby Knowles. All 
our staff  are certified Canadian PGA 
members.

This week’s tip 
Head Teaching Professional Ian Doig

TWO KEYS for 
Short Putts:

Short putts 
are easy to miss, 
that’s why at the 
club level we have 
the gimme, and 
even for the best 
in the world, short 
putts can become 
difficult. A couple 
of  simple things 
can help you make more of  them.

The first thing you want to do is 
make sure you hit the middle of  the ball 
in the middle of  the putter face. To help 
do this, use the name stamped on the 
ball, or the side stamp as an alignment 
aid. Set the name in the direction you 
want to start the ball, then align your 

putter face using the aim mark or line 
to set the putter face square to the ball. 
The sweet spot on the putter will be on 
that aim mark.

Now make your stroke, concentrating 
on getting the sweet spot back onto the 
centre of  the ball. To help do this, make 
sure you keep your head down for at 
least one second after impact. I like to 
tell my students to hear the ball go in 
the hole, especially on a must-make 
putt.

It surprises me how often I see golfers 
looking up, which 
then moves their 
body before they 
have made contact 
with the ball on 
a short putt. Try 
these two simple 
things and your 
short putting will 
improve. 

I will be doing 
it when I play in 
the Canadian PGA 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 

June 23 to June 26 at Wyndance Golf  
Club.

Please call your local Canadian PGA 
Golf  Professional or you can contact 
me at idoig@meadowbrookgolf.net if  
you have any questions or if  you would 
like to book your golf  lesson. 

This Week’s Golf Tip 

Depleted Barbarians lose at  
Balmy Beach

By John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians senior men’s 
team travelled to Ashbridges Bay in 
Toronto last weekend to take on Balmy 
Beach for three games in the Ontario 
Rugby Premiership. 

In the week leading up to the match, 
head coach Ian McLeod was advised 
that four of  his first team starters 
from the last game had been invited 
by the Ontario Universities Athletic 
Association to suit up for an All-Star 
game being played in Boston on the 
same day against the NCAA “A” level 
All-Americans.  

In addition, three others were 
unavailable due to injury and two more 
due to personal commitments.  

But the remaining starters and 
promoted development players did 
not disappoint and put in a spirited 
effort before succumbing to the league 
leading and undefeated Beach club.  

In fact the game was very even 
through the first half  and if  not for 
some early nerves by kicker Mark 
Denton, the Aurora team could have 
been ahead at the half.  

As it was, Derek Haines, D.J. Dillon 
and Eric Godwin rolled in trys for the 
Barbarians and two converts from 
Denton tied the York Region team with 
the Beach 19 - 19 after forty minutes.

Pressure from the Toronto Club 
early in the second half  overwhelmed 
the young Barbarians who gave up four 
trys before rallying for one of  their own 
by Austin St. Amant near full time. 

The late score converted by Denton 
gave the Barbarians a valuable bonus 
point awarded when four or more 
trys are scored in a game, as well as a 

morale boost.  
Despite the 43-26 loss Coach McLeod 

lauded his team’s effort after the game.  
“We went out of  sync for about 20 

minutes at the start of  the second 
half,” he observed. “A couple of  missed 
tackles resulted in scores we should 
have prevented, but overall these guys 

Continued on page 20

Andrew Bukovec, seen here pitching at a recent game at 
Lambert Willson Park, has been named as an All-Star.

 Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

Gino

"Looking for a great service
at a great price? 

Visit the talented sta�  at 

cQ hair studio!"
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com
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Quality Flooring 

       

GREENCITY Our quality work 
speaks for itself.
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visit our showroom or website

Needs...

√  Installation 
√  Wax Paper 
√   Transition 
√  1/4” Round 
√  Delivery!

With: FREE: 

FINISH YOUR BASEMENT
It’s the right time 

and the right price!
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Courses Starting:

905-726-4132

Driver Training
for Life!

Wednesday
July 2
4 Days

Now neither one wants the vacation to end. 
Chartwell retirement residences offer the safety and security 

your parent needs, with the services and activities they want. 
At the same time, you’ll know they are never truly alone. 

If the time has come to start considering 
retirement living options, we can help. 

CALL TODAY TO JOIN IN 
OUR DAILY ACTIVITIES, 
STAY FOR LUNCH AND 
A PERSONALIZED VISIT

Liz and Frank never missed a beat...
And now they’re ready for the next step.

Visit us online at
www.chartwell.com

While Liz and Frank enjoy a busy lifestyle today, they appreciate the peace 
of mind in knowing that Chartwell offers flexibility and choice to help with 
changing care needs in the future. Until that time, they’ll continue to follow 
where the music leads in their new Chartwell home.

CHARTWELL 
PARK PLACE 
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

Call 905-727-2952

Chartwell’s bringing you  
warmth in January. 
Look for us in your community on January 22nd! PARK PLACE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

15055 Yonge St. Aurora 
Call 289-648-4113

Visit us online at www.chartwell./com

THE SPORT OF KINGS – Meticulously groomed horses leant 
a regal air to the proceedings as they were saddled up 
for polo throughout last weekend at the annual Polo for 
Heart event, benefiting the Heart and Stroke Foundation  
of Canada. This year’s event raised over $180,000 for 
the foundation and was chaired, once again, by veteran  
broadcaster Lloyd Robertson. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

Hundreds mark Polo for Heart’s 35th season, 
raising $180,000 for Heart & Stroke

By Jeff Doner

Hundreds of  people gathered under sunny 
skies at the Toronto Polo Club in Richmond Hill 
for the 35th annual Polo for Heart fundraiser 
last weekend.

Over three days, spectators enjoyed food and 
refreshments and, of  course, were treated to a 
display of  one of  the finest games in polo.

This year the event raised $180,000 for the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Southlake 
Foundation.

“Thank you to Polo for Heart for the 
generous support,” said Avril McAllister, 
Heart and Stroke Foundation vice-president of  
community engagement. “This is the 35th year 
and they have raised over $5 million for heart 
and stroke research, so without organizations 
like this contributing to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, we wouldn’t be able to do the 
lifesaving work that we do. We really appreciate 
their ongoing support.”

McAllister said over 350,000 Canadians are 
living with the after effects of  heart disease 
and strokes and said the funds raised this year 
will be designated to the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation Canadian partnership for stroke 
recovery.

Joe Newton, 66, is a stroke survivor whose 
recovery has benefited greatly from the type 
of  research funded by the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation and Polo for Heart.

“Fortunately I was able to recover most of  
the major motor muscles through research 
and therapy, which also obviously recovered 
by ability to speak and my ability to eat,” he 
said. “I was on a pureed diet for a month and 
a half. Basically I’m very appreciative of  the 
research and the funding that the Heart and 

Stroke Foundation put into research for stroke 
recovery.”

Through plenty of  rehabilitation and 
therapy, Newton has made an incredible 
recovery 15 years later. 

He has since retired and taken up painting 
with watercolours, something his neurologist 
said has had a positive impact on his recovery.

Also back as Honourary Chair this year was 
Canadian broadcasting icon, Lloyd Robertson, 
who championed the event for all it has done 
for the cause.

“I realized that this is a very important 
cause, because people who have strokes, many 
of  them can recover with the proper treatment, 
with therapy and medication,” he explained. 
“So much has been done with research in this 
area over the last several years and the $5 
million raised over the last several years with 
Polo for Heart at this event has gone straight 
into that research to make things better for 
people almost automatically.”

Robertson said he got involved with Polo for 
Heart after his brother suffered two strokes, 
which eventually took his life.

He added there is still a long way to go in 
research, but events like Polo for Heart have 
done wonders in creating awareness and 
funding research. The event was even attended 
by some very high-ranking polo players, 
including Canada’s Fred Mannix.

“It’s a great event, because polo is not 
something everybody plays, but it’s great to 
watch,” he said. “I myself  have been a rider 
for years and not with polo ponies, I’ve never 
tried to play, because you have to know what 
you’re doing out there, but it’s great to come 
out for a day like this and be a part of  this kind 
of  event.”
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Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS  
 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) 

Gerry Miller 
Managing Partner 

18A Wellington St. E. Aurora • Email: jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc. 
Direct Line # 905-727-9900

www.jennynailsspa.ca

(On-Line & Text Booking now Available)
Nails & Waxing Service

Texting Only # 647-296-2130

COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

thing that these kinds of  opportunities 
occur in this Town.

“The purpose of  the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame is to celebrate those people 
who have done a good job and for all of  
us to say ‘thank you for doing what you 
have done. The other purpose of  this is to 
inspire. I hope all of  the people who are 
now contributing out there in this Town 
look at the people who have gone before 
them and will think, ‘That’s the way this 
is done. This is how you do it.’”

GREG HOTHAM (ATHLETE)
Inducted for his work on the rink, Greg 

Hotham had his first taste of  hockey as 
a defenceman with the Aurora Minor 
Hockey Association (AMHA). While 
with the AMHA in his Bantam season, 
he caught the eye of  St. Andrew’s College 
and eventually secured a scholarship to 
the local private school. 

From there, he played with the Aurora 
Tigers in their 1973-74 season before being 
drafted to the Toronto Marlies, then the 
Kingston Canadians before eventually 
making his NHL debut with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs in 1979.

“For a kid to grow up in this Town, 
play all of  his minor jockey in this Town 
and, from there, get drafted and play in 
the greatest levels of  hockey, ultimately 
playing in the NHL – and the Maple Leafs 
on top of  it all – that is every hockey 
player’s dream,” says Weese. “He lived 
the dream and is a special guy for it.”

By the time of  his retirement he played 
a total of  230 games in the NHL for the 
Leafs, and then the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
He then coached the Newmarket Saints 
from 1986 to 1990 and founded the Hotham 
Sports Centre.

ED McNALLY (ATHLETE)
Like Hotham, McNally rose from 

his early days in the area to the top of  
his field – in his case, the soccer field, 
and to the Olympics. Beginning with 
the Newmarket and District Soccer 
Association, he was then drafted to 
the National Soccer League’s Toronto 
Blizzard. From there, he went to the 
North American Soccer League, National 
Soccer League, Canadian Professional 
Soccer League, among others, to playing 
on the Ontario Provincial Team, two 
Canadian World Cup Teams and then the 
Canadian Olympic Team.  

In 1984, he was named Indoor Soccer 
MVP, awarded the Scorer Award from the 
National Soccer League, and selected for 
the all-star team in 1987 for the Canadian 
Soccer League.

“He is still involved in this community 
through the Seniors Soccer Club,” says 
Weese. “We have had very few players 
who have been able to get to his level of  
play, not only in this Town, but also in the 
Region. He is a very special guy.”

BRUCE STAFFORD (COACH)
Stafford arrives into the Aurora Sports 

Hall of  Fame via the flurry that is Aurora 
Storm Volleyball. 

Having begun his coaching career in 
Aurora in the mid-1990s volunteering for 
his daughter’s school team, he founded 
Storm where he has since served as 
head coach for more than 30 teams and 
over 1,000 athletes. From two teams in 
its first year, Storm now has teams in 
male and female divisions of  the Ontario 
Volleyball Association, and more than 
200 members overall. 

Described by Mr. Weese as a “coach 
of  coaches”, Stafford told The Auroran 
he was surprised to be inducted, having 
nominated someone else the class of  2014.

“I was just totally blown away,” he 
says. “It was not on my radar and after I 
heard, I was dumbfounded for the rest of  
the evening.”

ALEX ANSELL (BUILDER, LEADERSHIP  
& COMMUNITY SERVICE)

Chances are, you have seen Alex 
Ansell around Town in his capacity as 
a very active member of  the Optimist 
Club of  Aurora, but this time Ansell is 
being honoured for his nearly 40-years of  
dedication to local hockey programs for 
everyone from children to seniors.

As a member of  the Aurora Oldtimers 
Hockey Team since 1975, Ansell has 
spearheaded the Optimist Hockey Skills 
Competition, the annual Showcase 
Tournament, and the Canada Senior 
Games. 

His induction into the Aurora Sports 
Hall of  Fame is the latest in a long line 
of  awards and accolades he has received 
for his dedication to sports, including 
receiving the 2009 Bob Harmon Memorial 
Award from the Town of  Aurora, the 
Sport Aurora Volunteer Recognition 
Award, the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee Medal, and an induction into the 
Canadian Adult Recreational Hockey 
Association Hall of  Fame.

“It is very humbling and it is an 
honour,” says Ansell. “Building the 
League is probably one of  my greatest 
satisfactions.”

PETER MILLER (BUILDER, 
PHILANTHROPY, LEADERSHIP & 

COMMUNITY SERVICE)
(Posthumous)

Former councillor Peter Miller is 
being recognized for his contributions 
to the many local sports organizations 
Aurorans continue to enjoy to this day. 
Miller served as Director and President 
of  the AMHA and served as a Council 
representative on the Town’s Recreation 
Committee, becoming instrumental in 
the building of  the Aurora Community 
Centre, which replaced the burnt-down 
Aurora Arena in 1965. 

Miller was also amongst the original 
owners of  the Aurora Bears, which 
eventually evolved into the Aurora 
Tigers, served as a coach and umpire for 
the Aurora Minor Softball Association, 
was a member of  the Aurora Diggers 
Association, Aurora Minor Football 
Association, a fundraiser for the 
Aurora Jaycees, 
Optimists, Lions 
Club, and Royal 
Canadian Legion, 
and in countless 
other arenas.
BEN STEENHORST 

(BUILDER, 
PHILANTHROPY, 

LEADERSHIP AND 
COMMUNITY 

SERVICE)
Steenhorst is 

being recognized 
for nearly six 
decades dedicated 
to the development 
of  soccer within 
Aurora. As a 
competitive player 
for more than 
three decades on a 
number of  Ontario 
Provincial Teams – 
and collecting a few 
awards along the 
way – he co-founded 
the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Association, 
served as a director 
of  Senior Soccer 
York Region, served 
as a manager for 
the Ontario Soccer 
Association, as 
well as a number 
of  other groups in 
several capacities. 

For his work, he has been previously 
honoured with the Meritorious Service 
Awards from both the Ontario Soccer 
Association and the York Region Soccer 
Association.

“I never expected anything like this 
to happen,” says Steenhorst. “I am just 
a worker. This just came out of  the clear 

From page 1
Stafford, Ansell, Miller and Steenhorst round out Class of 2014

Connection restored to descendants of early Aurora notables through Sports Hall of Fame
By Brock Weir

When the late hockey pioneer Harold 
“Hap” Holmes was inducted into the 
Aurora Sports Hall of  Fame, his portion of  
the induction ceremony was particularly 
poignant. 

Despite his contributions to the early 
days of  Canada’s National Sport, including 
winning the Stanley Cup on four different 
hockey teams, there was no one with living 
memory of  him, or his family, on hand to 
accept the award on his behalf. 

It certainly wasn’t due to lack of  effort. 
The trail of  Holmses who came from 
Aurora had run cold, despite the best efforts 
of  both the Hall of  Fame and the Aurora 
Historical Society. Now, nearly a year since 
his induction was announced at Aurora 
Council, that trail became warm again 
through a chance Google search. 

“My wife stumbled upon it when she 
was doing research on genealogy,” says 
Bill Holmes, one of  seven grandchildren 
descended from Hap, who now lives in Ohio 
with his family.

From there, the family made contact 
back to Aurora and now plans are underway 
to have some additional recognition for 

Hap and his family when the Class 
of  2014 is formally inducted in 
November. 

Unfortunately, Hap did not live 
to meet his grandson, but when Bill 
was in elementary school, he had 
an early introduction to his famous 
forebear at the age of  11 when Hap 
was inducted into the Hockey Hall 
of  Fame in 1972. 

“All of  this has piqued my 
interest into knowing more,” he 
says. 

What he knows is this: In later 
life, Hap had a particular interest in 
the Cleveland Barons hockey team. 
After his death, Hap’s only son used 
to take his own children to their 
games and mysteriously there were always 
seats set aside for Hap. 

This was an early introduction to the 
kids of  their grandfather’s contributions to 
the sport.

“I didn’t recognize it at that time, but my 
dad and family got a little extra attention 
at hockey games,” says Bill with a laugh. 
“Then it all came together.” 

From stories passed down the line, he 
also came to know of  his grandfather as a 

“classic entrepreneur and a huge 
risk taker.”

“He was a man who had a vision 
and he chased it with everything 
he had,” says Bill. “He was all-in. 
His last endeavour was when he 
sold the franchise and ownership 
in the arena here in Cleveland, and 
he put his money together to start a 
papaya farm down in Florida. That 
was a very risky proposition and he 
ended up losing it all. 

“It was a tragic end to that 
investment, but our family’s story 
has actually been that his intention 
was to start a hockey league in 
Australia. That was his newest 
vision. He was trying to convert 

the money he had into a little more to start 
a League there. He had seen how [hockey] 
was taking off  here and he sensed there was 
some interest. I don’t know whether it was a 
pipe dream, or how deep his knowledge or 
contacts went, but he was pretty confident 
it was going to be successful.”

Interest in the sport that made Hap 
famous skipped a generation. His son had 
little interest in hockey beyond being a 
spectator, but his grandsons took it up in 

earnest, participating on streets, on ponds, 
hockey camps back in Canada, and in 
Bill’s case, seriously considering playing in 
college. His own college did not, in the end, 
have a hockey program, but he continued in 
various leagues through his 40s. 

“It is a great sport to begin with, but 
having that connection with my grandfather 
made me really proud,” he says. “To have 
that in your blood made it so much more 
special to me.”

With the connection to Aurora now 
warm again, the family is also looking 
deeper into their own roots. Bill says he 
wants to know just what it was in Aurora 
that made Hap and his brother Art, who 
made a name for himself  as an engineer, 
but also as a broadcaster for the BBC and 
CBC during the Second World War, stand 
out from the crowd.

“Something there allowed two young 
guys to have tremendous success in both 
having dreams and chasing them, and being 
experts in the fields they chose,” says Bill. 
“[Hap] was a real man’s man from every 
indication of  how he lived his life. For me, I 
like that entrepreneurial risk taker concept 
of  who he was. He certainly left a huge 
legacy and it is inspiring for us as a family.”

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities
At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and successful therapy for correcting learning

disabilities in both adults and children. The breakthrough program enables participants to
function in a regular classroom or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will
even know that they are using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive
results will be visible. If you, your children or someone you know is struggling with a learning
disability, we can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more information, to get a free no-obligation information
package, or to book a free consultation, please contact

Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

If learning is
a problem...

we have a solution

Advertorial

Our son was diagnosed with
learning disability in reading

and writing at 6. He has
completed the program and

is now very successful.
The confidence he now has

is the best reward.

– Ron & Wendy Jennings,
Newmarket, Ontario

• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)

• ADD (attention)
• ADHD (attention   

and hyperactivity)
• Autism spectrum

We continue to use the
methods that my son

learned there. We would
highly recommend this
program for your child

that has reading or
learning difficulties.

– M. N.
Newmarket, Ontario

The thought of completing
high school was almost
inconceivable. After a

month or two at Learning
Ability, we started talking
about what college she

will be attending.

– Richard & Deb Pope
Newmarket, Ontario

“ “ “

” ” ”

We can help with
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TAKE A SHORTCUT
TO THE BEACH
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By Brock Weir

If  run-of-the-mill cups and saucers 
are your thing, you might be in the 
wrong place when Aurora’s Pine Tree 
Potters Guild takes over the Aurora 
Cultural Centre next week for their 
very first Fine Art Exhibition.

Entitled “Earth to Fire”, it brings 
together two galleries full of  pieces 
from the Potters using their art – and 
the clay from the earth – to express 
themselves in ways they might not have 
done before. 

That is not to say you won’t find a cup 
or a saucer among the items on display, 
but if  you do, run-of-the-mill certainly 
won’t be an adjective you would use to 
describe them.

“We had to make a statement,” 
says guild member Cathy Harris of  
the overriding vision of  Earth to 
Fire. “It could have been anything 
from elephants chained up, to a house 
devastated by earthquakes or floods. It 
just wasn’t supposed to be functional 
like a plate or a casserole. It had to be 
better. Each piece tells its own story. 
You can look at each piece and you 
might read an artists’ statement and it 
will tie in, but each piece has its own 
story to tell.”

Artists at the Guild collectively 
submitted 65 pieces to be considered 
for the exhibition. Under the watchful 
eye of  juror Bruce Cochrane, a former 
professor of  ceramics at Sheridan 
College, 45 were ultimately selected 
based not just on his own personal 
taste, but also function as well. As 
an example, Cochrane specializes in 
functional ceramics like plates and 

teapots and one piece was juried out 
of  the show because the lid just missed 
the mark in fitting right. 

Potter Sara Stevens has two pieces in 
the show, including the aforementioned 
elephant breaking free. 

“The elephant is called ‘Escape’,” 
she explains. “I wanted to show how 
we treat animals, how devastatingly we 
used them to within an inch of  their 
life. I am appalled, basically. It was just 
something that came at me. We were 
having a sculpture day and I didn’t 
plan on going that route, but that is just 
what happened.”

Ms. Harris took a different, but not 
altogether un-zoological, tack to her 
pieces. One piece of  hers viewers to 
the show will be able to see is a raku 
dragon fly incorporating coral from 
Cuba, and mounted on a piece of  
weathered driftwood as a wall hanging. 
Additional pieces are flat panels of  
butterflies with raised wings mounted 
and framed. 

“I had the idea for a dragon fly for a 
long time, having done the body a while 
ago, but I scoured the beaches trying to 
find the perfect wings for the dragon 
fly,” says Ms. Harris. “I think it brought 
out the inner potter in a lot of  people 
and they all wanted to do different 
stuff.”

Adds Ms. Stevens: “Some were afraid 
to [do something different] but now 
they can.”

The Cultural Centre’s Meridian 
Gallery (formerly known as the Red 
Gallery) will be the starting point 
of  the exhibition, featuring wall-
mounted ceramics for everyone to see. 
Continuing through to the blue gallery 

will be other objects, large and small, 
mounted on walls, on plinths and in 
cases so everyone can get a 360 degree 
view of  just what the Potters can do. 

A centrepiece will be a “collaborative 
quilt” of  square ceramics, each 
following a prescribed path of  black 
and white glaze. Depending on how they 
use the glaze, there might be varying 
shades of  blue and grey in each piece, 
but each will be up for sale. Looking 
at some of  the pieces being prepared 
for exhibition last week, these squares 
range from your typical flat plaques to 
intricately sculpted mushrooms and 
toadstools on an equally square field. 

As each piece is sold, the Potters 
ensure there are plenty of  additional 
“patches” on hand to replenish the 
piece not only to keep it fully stocked, 
but fresh for people who just can’t get 

enough. 
“We have learned so much in this 

exhibition about each other,” says Ms. 
Stevens. “Some people have never tried 
to do a sculptural piece, but now they 
have done one and they are just so 
excited about it. That is what we are 
about. We’re a teaching group and it 
was just so amazing to see what people 
came out with. The talent is really big 
and they loved it!”

Earth to Fire runs at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre from July 5 through 
September 6. An opening reception 
will be held at the Centre on Thursday, 
July 10 from 7 – 9 p.m. For more 
information on the exhibition, visit 
auroraculturalcentre.ca or call 905-
713-1818. For more information on 
the Pine Tree Potters Guild, visit  
pinetreepotters.ca. 
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Lenses and much more!

*

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

Pine Tree Potters Guild marks first 
with “Earth to Fire” show

Last 12 months was “amazing experience”  
for 2013 Aurora Teen Idol

By Brock Weir

It is difficult to put into words exactly 
what the last 12 months have meant to 
Samantha Ryan.

The St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School student, due to start Grade 11 in 
September, is now in the final week of  her 
reign as Aurora Teen Idol. It will come to a 
close on Canada Day when she helps crown 
her successor at Lambert Willson Park. 

Samantha was named last year’s winner 
in her second attempt at the title. Although 
she didn’t make it through the first time 
around, it may have been worth it in the end 
as she was able to preside over many events 
in the second half  of  2013 and the first half  
of  this year, ranging from events tied in 
with the Aurora 150 Celebrations, and, most 
recently, the visit of  the Duke of  York.

“I have had so many opportunities I 
only dreamed of  having and I can’t put into 
words how happy I have been over the past 
year,” she says.

Among her most memorable experiences, 
she says, was meeting teen singer Tyler 
Shaw at an Aurora 150 event, who imparted 
on her a piece of  very valuable advice. Shaw 
told her to put her passion into her voice, 
make sure her voice is strong and powerful, 
and sing as if  there is “no one else in the 
room and you are singing to yourself.”

It is advice that has stood her in good 
stead, she says, despite ultimately having to 
sing in front of  hordes of  people at events 
ranging from Concerts in the Park to awards 
ceremonies in Town Hall. 

To prepare, it is essential to get used to 
singing in front of  people, even if  they are 
your parents. 

Also helping her along the way has been 
some sage advice on music selection from 
her grandfather, who was instrumental 
in her choice to seal the 2013 competition 
with a stirring rendition courtesy of  Janis 
Joplin. 

“When I select my songs, I want to make 
sure it is something that kids not just my age 
are familiar with, but something everyone 
knows,” says Samantha. “We try and pick 
out songs that would best fit the age group 
that is watching. We would rather it be a 
classic everyone knows, rather than having 
people trying to figure out what song it is!

“When I first started auditioning, I used 
to have a really high-pitched voice and my 
grandfather would always say I should sing 
a Janis Joplin song [Me & Bobby McGee] 
because I had the perfect vocal range for it. I 
tried it out, and I really liked it because it had 
a raspiness to it and the song told a story.” 

At the start of  her reign, Samantha 
says she didn’t quite have a handle on how 
to define her own musical style. As she 
progressed, she came to lean away from pop 
and more towards rock and country to suit 
her “raspiness, twang” and her ability to 
belt out the notes when required. 

“My voice has become way stronger 
and I have been finding songs that suit my 
voice,” she says. ”I didn’t really understand 
the type of  musical voice I had. I didn’t 
know if  it was pop, rock, or classical. Once 
I started doing this, I found something my 
voice actually suited and it helped because a 
lot of  people in the Town of  Aurora actually 

like the type of  music I sing. It was easier for 
me to perform knowing that they enjoyed 
listening.”

Just a little over two weeks ago, Samantha 
joined some of  her friends at the 2014 
Aurora Teen Idol 
audition rounds. 
Although she was 
just there to cheer 
her friends on, she 
was then called upon 
to actually emcee the 
remainder of  the 
event, and sing a 
song or two. 

From her 
perspective, she 
has seen what has 
become a Top 8 
become a mix of  pop 
singers, but each 
with a unique style 
and spin on what 
they perform. This 
unique spin each 
puts on things is 
what will ultimately 
carry the day, she 
says. 

“Before you go 
on stage, take a deep 
breath and put all 
your emotion into 
a song,” she says of  
advice she would 
give to next week’s 
contestants. “The 
next 12 months are 
going to be some of  
the best 12 months 
of  their lives. A 
lot of  amazing 
experiences happen 
when you are the 
Aurora Teen Idol.”

 

AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET 
& ARTISAN FAIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

 

 

WELLS STREET &  
TOWN PARK (49 Wells St.) 

 
All are welcome to come to the market! Visit our local farmers, 

food vendors and artists – and yes, the wineries are HERE! 
 

During the following special events, we offer FREE music,  
kids crafts and a market bag raffle! 

   

  July 5  - Kerry Place/Art in the Park 
  Aug.2  - Senior’s Day 
  Aug.16 - Family Day (with Mom-to-Mom Sale) 

Aug.23 - Community Corn Roast  
  Sept.6 - Apple N’ Honey Fest 
  Sept.27 - Culinary Day 
  Oct.4  - Pumpkin Fest 
  Oct.11 - Customer Appreciation Day 

 
For more information, visit our website at: 

www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com  
 

 

 

 

OPEN 
EVERY 

SATURDAY 
Until Oct.11 

 

- Kerry’s Place/Art in the Park

Guild members Cathy Harris and Sara Stevens display panels which will form 
part of a ceramic patchwork quilt at the exhibition beginning next week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Maya and Ivan celebrate at Town Hall last week where their colourfully painted 
garbage can took home a People’s Choice Award for the 2014 Art for the Park 
program. They are students of the Aurora School of Fine Arts and were joined by 
teacher Luisa.             Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Traditional Style, Custom Kitchens and Design

130 Hollidge Blvd., Unit B10
Aurora, ON L4G 8A3
Tel. 905.503.1059

Toll Free 877.397.7518
blackriverkitchens.com

SHOWROOM DISPLAY KITCHEN COMPLETE

      SHOWROOM DISPLAY KITCHEN, AS IS, INCLUDES:

• Frameless Solid Poplar Painted Cabinets 
• 15’ Across With 9 Large 36” Wide Dovetail Drawers 
• Soapstone Countertop 
• 36” Capital Gas Cooktop 
• Kobe Overhead Fan & Hood 
• Blanco 24” x 20” Rectangular SST Sink 
• German Made SST Appliance Garage Sliding Door 
• SST Toe Kick 

Delivery & Installation (within 25 miles of showroom)

 PLUS HST $8,850.00

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Stage & Sell
Terry Eckert

Sales Representative

Food advocates decide it’s time to consider other options on the shelf
By Brittany Spencer

Community members, food advocates, 
nutrition experts and local food bank 
users came together last week to discuss 
the provocative question of  whether or not 
local food banks are “past their best before 
date.”

The consensus was a resounding and 
firm “yes.”

Leading the discussion was a panel 
of  experts including Tracy Woloshyn, 
a registered dietician with York Region 
Public Health; Kristine Carbis, poverty 
advocate and community organizer with 
the food bank organization Freedom 90; 
and Louise Moody, the Executive Director 
of  CRC and the Regent Park Community 
Food Centre. 

Opening the discussion, Joan 
Stonehocker, Executive Director of  the 
York Region Food Network, claimed she 
has grown “impatient with the changes 
that we do, or don’t, see in our community 
surrounding hunger and poverty and it’s 
time to get provocative.”

“There have been a lot of  things that 
have gotten us to this place and now 
moving on is what we need to think about,” 
she said.

Woloshyn, a ten-year member of  
the York Region Food Advisory Board, 
addressed the panel with a discussion of  
“food insecurity” within York Region, 
which she defined as “the insecure 
access to adequate food due to financial 
constraints.”

Research from the Canadian 
Community Health Survey conducted 
in 2012 found over 571,000 households in 
Ontario are classified as food insecure. 
Additional data indicated youth and adults 
residing in food insecure households 
are “statistically more likely to…be 
hospitalized; to be diagnosed with iron 
deficiency, anemia, asthma and diabetes; 
and to develop mental and behavioral 
problems.”

Carbis further contextualized food 
insecurity in Ontario, indicating that only 
20-25 percent of  people classified as food 
insecure actually utilize the food bank and 
its services due to issues of  accessibility, 
social stigma, and restrictive eligibility 

criteria enforced to cope with a limited 
supply of  resources. 

Despite this small ratio, the demand 
for food bank services is still high and “if  
everyone who needed the food bank used 
it, food banks would be overwhelmed and 
unable to meet these needs.”

“Every year, more people are coming 
to food banks and emergency meal 
programs – more than 400,000 households 
per month,” said Carbis. “Food banks 
were originally started to fill the need 
for emergency situations; now it’s not an 
emergency. It is now a necessity for many 
individuals and families that access food 
banks on a regular basis. However, food 
banks and emergency meal programs do 
not, and never will, meet the basic needs 
of  people in our communities of  lower 
incomes.” 

Despite these statistics, the panelists 
said they remain hopeful that effective 
change is possible and claim that tangible 
action plans are beginning to gain traction. 

Tracy explained that food insecurity 
researchers are looking past food banks 
for a solution and toward specific public 
policy directions to address the root of  
problems of  poverty in local communities. 

Researchers are exploring existing 
systems of  guaranteed annual income, 
such as the Old Age Security (OAS) 
pension granted to people once they reach 
the age of  65, as models for a sustainable 
solution to the overall food insecurity 
problem in Ontario. 

Data from the Canadian Community 
Health Survey shows once low-income 
seniors become eligible for OAS, the rate 
of  food insecurity among this group drops 
from 22.8 to 11.5 percent. 

From this, Tracy suggested “defining 
the benefit eligibility for the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement (GIS) and OAS 
Federal Pension Benefit based solely on 
income and not on income and age”, a 
position that found favour from the other 
panelists. 

“This would be the kind of  improvement 
to our social safety net that could be our 
contribution to the people who have fought 
for policies like Medicare and public 
education and all the things that we so 
greatly benefit from today”, she claimed. 

The panel agreed it is important to also 
focus on education towards food charity 
and insecurity, underscoring that does not 
necessitate emergency food programs.

Petlyn Small, a Newmarket resident and 
food bank user, has focused her attention 
toward these goals. 

“It’s a very personal message to 
everyone, especially to people who are 
living with food insecurity like myself”, 
Ms. Small said. “This takes a group of  
people who are willing to sacrifice and 
willing to be vulnerable for the good of  
other people and together we can make a 
difference.” 

As an active participant of  the 
Newmarket Community Garden project, 
she encourages the merging of  people 
in need who bring a diverse array of  
skills and knowledge to projects of  
food production as progress toward a 
sustainable alternative to dependency 
upon food bank services. 

“Our intention 
is not to go out and 
shut down food 
banks,” concluded 
Stonehocker. “Our 
intention is to 
say why are they 
here and how do 
we move beyond 
this. After 30 years 
of  food banks 
functioning as an 
emergency food 
supply, surely we 
have the brains and 
the will within our 
communities to 
make a difference 
and make a 
change.” 

“Sticker shock” understandable 
over park: Councillor

“I can understand people’s concerns 
over sticker shock that this is a little bit 
more expensive than we budgeted for, but 
if  you look at other facilities across York 
Region, Newmarket came in close to the 
same price point,” he said. “In my view, 
this is something very much needed in the 
community.”

Others, however, said they were 
supportive of  an accessible playground 
in principle, but not at this particular 
location. When Council decided to rename 
the park, Councillor Evelyn Buck said she 
envisioned something more along the lines 
of  a rose garden in partnership with the 
Aurora Garden and Horticultural Society 
to set the park apart from the others. When 
the idea came forward for an accessible 
playground, it was not something she said 
she was going to oppose, but the price tag is 
getting in the way. 

“$150,000 was pretty steep for a 
playground,” she said. “We are talking 
about spending twice as much as a normal 
playground price tag for special facilities. If  
we’re going to do something like that, and 
spend that amount of  money, there needs 
to be more thought on where it should be.”

For Councillor John Gallo, who lives 
across the street from the Park, further 
analysis was needed to make sure this was 
the right location.

“I think it is a great idea to have this, 
but I completely disagree with the choice 
of  location and I certainly won’t be 

supporting even pushing this through to 
next year’s budget,” said Councillor Gallo. 
“The correct thing to do is engage the 
consultant to advise Council on where the 
best location for this type of  project would 
be.”

At the end of  the day, however, the 
recommendation to move forward was 
approved by Committee, before it comes to 
Council this week for ratification. Those 
in support of  the idea said it is important 
to make the park a reality in terms of  
inclusivity.

“This truly would be a reflection 
of  the pride and the inclusivity of  our 
community,” said Councillor John Abel. 
“Those that don’t want to share that 
vision or that idea will find reasons not 
to [such as] it is not big enough, it is not 
the right location, it is too expensive [but] 
I really want to move forward with this 
accessibility.”

Added Mayor Geoffrey Dawe: “We’re 
falling all over ourselves to say we want 
an accessible park as long as it is not 
close to me. It almost sounds like a public 
planning meeting – not in my back yard 
and not in your back yard, but it has to 
be somewhere! The voice of  that public 
meeting was that people were in favour 
of  moving forward on having this park. 
There didn’t seem to be a lot of  negativity 
in that particular meeting with respect to 
location. There were a couple of  people 
who weren’t pleased, but I think the 
general reaction was very positive in 
terms of  the location.”

From page 8

Students at Hartman Public School recent-
ly got into the groove at their school’s an-
nual spring Fun Fair. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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played great. I asked them to step up and they 
did.  Winning a bonus point over that club is not 
easy. No one else in the league is doing it.  We will 
be better in the rematch at Fletchers Fields in 
September.”

The second team match up was a wash out for 
Aurora falling to the Beach’s development side 51 
-0.  The game featured a half  dozen players who 
worked double duty getting action in both the 
second and third team games to make up for the 
absent players.

The Barbarians third squad enjoyed a good day 
winning out 45 -20 over the Beach club getting trys 
from A.J. Luongo, Zack Watson, Liam Kennelly, 
Kieran Joyce, Frank Walker, James Hulbert and 
Justin Foy. Joyce added five converts in his 15 
point day.

The Barbarians men’s team takes next weekend 
off  for Canada Day celebrations and returns to 
action on July 5 when they travel to Oakville to 
take on the Crusaders for three matches. 

The Premiership teams tied at 24 in a game at 
Fletcher’s Fields earlier this year.

From page 3

From page 3

COMING EVENTS

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

By Brock Weir

For many Aurorans, and visitors to the 
Town, the annual Ribfest is a highlight of  the 
waning days of  summer, highlighted by music, 
food, and free admission.

After months of  doubt, however, Aurora 
confirmed last week that this all-important 
free admission would once again be the order 
of  the day this year. 

Last December, Council approved something 
very different. They directed staff  to set an 
upset limit of  a $10 admission charge per 
person, through wristbands, on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, to take in headliner 
performances. 

It was a contentious decision at the Council 
table at the time, but a grant from Central 
Counties Tourism in the amount of  $20,000 
made the worry all for naught. 

“Staff  have now received appropriate 
funding to offset the 2014 event enhancements 
[and] there is no longer a need to implement 
the selling of  wristbands at the 2014 Aurora 
Ribfest,” said Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  
Parks and Recreation, in a report to Councillors 
last week. “The 2014 Aurora’s Rifest will 
continue to be offered to the community, for 31 
hours, over a three-day weekend in September. 
However, as in 2013, event attendees within 
the event area after 8 p.m. on both Friday 
and Saturday will still need to be the age of  
majority.”

Why? Based on last year’s souped up event to 
mark Aurora’s Sesquicentennial Celebrations, 
rock bands will once again punctuate the 
evening’s entertainment. Although those 
names are still under wraps, all could be 
revealed as early as next week.

“Two classic rock headliner bands have 
been secured, one for each of  Friday and 
Saturday evenings, but unfortunately, due to 
contract disclosure commitments, the names 
of  the bands cannot be announced until after 
Wednesday, July 2, 2014. The headliner bands 
will perform at 9 p.m. on each evening.”

For many members around the Council table 
who spoke out about having an admission fee 
for the first time this year, word of  the $20,000 
grant was welcome news.

“I am very glad to see that we were successful 
in the pursuit of  that grant, and we can do it 
for free this year,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “I know myself  and Councillor 
Humfryes were a little hesitant about charging 
for it and were anxious to hear the news, so 
this is great.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe expressed a similar 
sentiment: “There will be two smokin’ hot 
bands, but we can’t tell anybody yet!”

During last year’s discussions over charging 
an admission fee, some Councillors such as 
Evelyn Buck and Wendy Gaertner said they 
were not opposed to making Ribfest a money 
maker for the Town, in addition to the number 
of  people it brings into the community from 
elsewhere. This was a position reiterated by 
Councillor Buck last week.

“People are putting a substantial amount of  
money into their pocket through Ribfest and I 
have never understood why it should cost us 
money so other people could make money,” she 
said. “Now, we have a report telling us we have 
$20,000, we can hire a couple of  great bands 
and for entertainment. It’s a damn good deal 
for people eating ribs up.”

Last year’s Ribfest headliners included 
Honeymoon Suite.

Just in time for the official 
start of  summer, our final farmer, 
Summerside Farm, has now arrived 
at the Market with his gorgeous 
vegetables. 

From now on, each week there will be more and 
more Ontario produce available from our farmers.

There is considerable information to share this 
week, so let’s begin. 

This year’s Garden Tour takes place on Sunday, 
July 6. The tour starts at noon, rain or shine, and 
is a self-guided tour of  eight amazing properties, 
different every year. 

You will have the opportunity to visit some 
of  the most beautiful and diverse gardens in the 
community. You will also have the chance to talk 
to the garden owners who will delight in sharing 
details and information with you.

Over the years, the Aurora Garden Tour 
has selected gardens that serve a wide variety 
of  purposes. Yard spaces, large or small, can 
accommodate multiple needs for today’s busy 
families. Learn from what others have been 
inspired to create.

Whether you desire a place to relax, entertain or 
simply to putter in, you can create a garden space 
to suit yourself- simple or exotic, low maintenance 
or low water consumption gardens. You can enjoy 
flowers, shrubs, vines or even fruit trees. You can 
create a mini market garden and grow your own 
vegetables.

If  you haven’t the space for a garden, then why 
not get creative with a planter box or some plants 
in pots. The Wiedemeyers at the Market will be 
happy to advise you which tomato or pepper plants 
will do well in pots. 

You could add a trellis for height as well as for 
hanging some garden art and, voila, you have your 
own garden to enjoy.

Tickets for the Garden Tour will be on sale at 
the Farmers’ Market on Saturday, June 21, June 28 
and July 5. The Aurora Garden and Horticultural 
Society hosts monthly meetings with interesting 
speakers on all things in our natural world. Do 
check them out or visit them at the Market to buy 
your Tour ticket at $15 per person.

On June 28, the Aurora Cultural Roundtable 
members will be at the Market for a morning of  
family fun with free programmes throughout the 

morning. 
From 10 to 10.30 a.m., the Aurora 

Public Library will present bee 
themed stories, rhymes and more. 
Then, from 10.30 to 11.30, the Aurora 

Cultural Centre will host a family friendly art 
activity for all ages. From 11.30 to 12.30, the Aurora 
Historical Society will present a “Guess What?” 
hour during which you can handle culinary 
artifacts from Hillary House and guess how the 
old kitchen tools work. We invite you to bring the 
family and enjoy these free cultural programmes.

Right on the heels of  our very successful 
Strawberry Festival, the Farmers’ Market’s next 
special event is our Art in the Park day along with 
an Appreciation day hosted by Kerry’s Place for 
their clients and families on July 5. 

The event is co-ordinated for us by artist 
Deborah Campo. The musical performances will 
begin with Alex Nugent as a wandering Town 
Park musician from 10 – 11 a.m., followed by Patty 
McLaughlin and the Song Circle Musicians from 
11.30 to 12.30 a.m. From 1 to 2 p.m., Katherine Lynn 
Kirby will perform folk music. 

In between the latter two performances, a 
magician will entertain.

The artists whose work will be on display and 
for sale will include Deborah Campo, Marianna 
Badescu, Stephanie Davidson, Sharon Kolinsyk, 
Najima Kauser, Anna Kroeplin, Pamela McNeill, 
Sabine Masoud Oveissian, Sharon Posner, Ben 
Tipton and Malcolm Watts. 

They will be joined by crafters Linda Leeman 
and Nancy Wood.

The activities planned by Kerry’s Place include 
an inflatable jumpy castle which will be located 
near the Armories and horse-drawn wagon rides 
from 11.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. which will leave from 
the Armories. 

The Optimist Club will have their mobile 
kitchen set up near the snack bar for Kerry’s 
Place guests. There will also be arts and crafts 
programmes throughout the day with activities 
such as colouring books, crown decorating and 
button making. This is always a busy and fun day 
so I encourage you to bring the family and enjoy 
all the activities that have been planned.

See you at the Market!

Free admission, rock bands will remain at 
Ribfest this year following grant

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman
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THURSDAY, JUNE 26
Spend the day with 

Tracy Pawis building a 
new skill at the Discover 
Quill Brooch Making 
workshop this morning 
at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. This is a rare 
opportunity to develop 
a new skill and create 
something beautiful 
as Pawis walks guests 
through the process of  
making the traditional 
piece. All materials 
will be provided for an 
admission of  $20. Bring 
a lunch. Pawis is a 
visiting instructor at the 
G’Zaagin Art Gallery in 
Perry Sound. For more 
information, contact the 
Centre at 905-713-1818.

* * * * 
The Royal Canadian 

Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) will 
host a blood donor clinic 
this afternoon from 2.30 
p.m. to 7.30 p.m. For more 
information, including 
registration, call 
1-888-2-DONATE or visit 
www.blood.ca. Remember 
to bring a piece of  ID with 
you and drink plenty of  
fluids before donating. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28
The Aurora Cultural 

Roundtable will be on 
hand at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market (Town 
Park, Wells Street) for a 
series of  free programs 
beginning at 10 a.m. 
Starting then, the Aurora 
Public Library will 
present bee-themed 
stories and activities. At 
10.30, the Aurora Cultural 
Centre takes over with 
a family-friendly art 
activity. At 11.30, you 
will be able to put your 
thinking caps on with 
a “Guess What?” hour 
presented by the Aurora 
Historical Society, where 
you can get a “handle” on 
culinary artefacts from 
Hillary House.

* * * * 
All are welcome – 

singles and couples – do a 
dance hosted this evening 
by the One Parent Family 
Association (OPFA) of  
York Region. The dance 
gets underway at the 
Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway 
North) at 8 p.m. with 
a light buffet at 10.30. 
Admission is $18. ($15 for 
OPFA and York Singles 

members)

SATURDAY, JULY 5 
The Aurora Farmers’ 

Market will be the scene 
of  two community 
celebrations today, 
including the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Day hosted by Kerry’s 
Place Autism Services, 
which is celebrating its 
40th anniversary this year. 
This event will be coupled 
with Art in the Park. 
Coordinated by Aurora 
artist Deborah Campo, 
this event features 
lve music from Patty 
McLaughlin and the Song 
Circle Musicians from 
11.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m., folk 
music from Katherine 
Lynn Kirby from 1 – 2 
p.m., and art on display 
from over 14 different 
artists! 

JULY 5 – SEPTEMBER 6
The Pine Tree Potters 

Guild hosts “Earth to 
Fire”, a new exhibition 
of  fine art ceramics by 
members of  the guild, 
to showcase works 
that move beyond the 
functional. Featuring 
46 pieces selected by 
ceremics expert Bruce 
Cochrane, he has gone a 
step further and singled 
out seven exceptional 
pieces as award winners. 
Guild members were 
encouraged to stretch 
their artistic vision 
and create their own 
statement pieces, and 
the results will be spread 
over two galleries at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 
Additional features 
include a ceramic 
“patchwork quilt.”

SUNDAY, JULY 6
The Aurora Garden 

and Horticultural Society 
will host the annual 
Aurora Garden Tour. Rain 
or shine, the self-guided 
tour of  eight local gardens 
runs from 12 noon to 4.30 
p.m. This year’s tour 
features eight diverse 
gardens, including an 
estate garden with two 
ponds, an “Arizona” 
inspired xeriscape 
garden, and a large 
cottage garden brimming 
with colour, to name just 
three. The owners will be 
in the gardens to answer 
any questions you might 
have. The aim is to show 
gardens that have been 
created by garden owners 
that are inspirational 
and attainable for avid 

or starting gardeners. 
Tickets are on sale now for 
$15 and are available at the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
Caruso & Company, and 
Black Forest Garden 
Centre in King. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 9
Aurora’s 2014 

Concerts in the Park 
series kicks off  today 
with Sonshine & 
Broccoli, a fun-filled, 
action-packed interactive 
concert that will get 
children and parents on 
their feet, and singing 
along. Each concert in 
the series takes place on 
a Wednesday from 7 – 9 
p.m. throughout July and 
August. Barbeque and 
picnic foods are available 
for purchase at 6 p.m. 
before each concert. 
Upcoming concerts 
include the Celtic music 
of  the Tartan Terrors on 
July 16, and a Tribute to 
Elton John with Benny & 
The Jets on July 23.

THURSDAY, JULY 10
The Pine Tree 

Potters Guild will host 
an artists’ reception for 
their new exhibition 
“Earth To Fire” tonight, 
starting at 7 p.m. at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. 
All are welcome. Light 
refreshments. Members 
of  the guild will be on 
hand to speak about 
their unique works.

JULY 10 – 13
Aurora’s Wavestage 

Theatre Company will 
hit the stage once again 
from July 10 – 13 with 
Legally Blonde: The 
Musical. It’s an ‘Elle’ 
of  a show! Based on the 
hilarious film, Legally 
Blonde, the show follows 
sorority star Elle Woods, 
an underestimated 
blonde who doesn’t 
take “no” for an answer. 
When her boyfriend 
dumps her for someone 
more serious, she puts 
down the credit card, 
hits the books, and sets 
out for Harvard Law 
School. Performances 
get underway at the 
Richmond Hill Centre 
for the Performing 
Arts on July 10 at 
7.30 p.m. Additional 
performances take place 
July 11 at 7.30 p.m., July 
12 at both 2 p.m. and 7.20 
p.m., and July 13 at 2 p.m. 
For more information, 
visit Wavestage at 
wavestagetheatre.com.

Barbarians return to the field July 5

POLITICS AS USUAL

is over.  
Unless we want to see the leader of  

the “none of  the above” party as our 
Premier, we need to find ways to re-
engage in the democratic process.

Let’s hope that four years from now, 
when we go to the polls again, we will 
cast our ballot with confidence not 
decline in protest. 

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is – after all – Our 
Town.
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* Some homes include lot and parking premiums. See Sales Representative for details. Prices, programs and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are 
copyright of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

DON’T WAIT 
CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

905-821-0822
danielsf irsthome.ca

FULLY-BUILT TWO AND THREE BEDROOM  
CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES IN TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!

NOW ON SALE
DISCOVER THE MOST AFFORDABLE 

NEW HOME VALUE IN AURORA TODAY 

HOMES START FROM THE MID $300,000s

•  5 free appliances  •  Free window coverings   
•  Air conditioning  •  Free ROGERS® Bundle for 1 year  

•  Daniels quality construction

ALL FOR UNDER $400,000*

30, 60

MOVE-INS!
& 90 DAY

TOUR 
A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY!

DOWN!

BUY WITH

5

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

15917 Bayview Ave.
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PRESENTATIONCENTRE 

PRESENTATION CENTRE 
15917 BAYVIEW AVE., AURORA

PRESENTATION CENTRE  HOURS
Open Monday to Wednesday  12 - 8PM  

Closed Thursday and Friday
Open Saturday and Sunday 12 - 6PM
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FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EXPERIENCED 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and LABOURERS 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
$16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax to 519-848-
2793. 

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

SUCCESSFUL 
GRAPHIC ARTS
company, looking 
for a motivated self  
starter, position in New-
market area, must be 
able to multi-task, project 
co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must 
be highly organized and 
able to manage fast paced 
environment. Recent post 
secondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to
  

joe@graphicartsmag.com

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR SALE

THE FIRST 
FRENCH CHILD 
CARE CENTRE 
IN AURORA – Pre-
school Petit Bateau, 
situated inside the 
French elementary 
catholic school, St. 
Jean French Ele-
mentary Catholic 
School, in Aurora is 
looking for a highly 
motivated ECE (ear-
ly childhood educa-
tor). Must be fluent 
in French language. 
St. Jean Elementary 
is looking for lunch 
supervisors (flu-
ent in French)  Tel. 
(905)727-0131. Please 
respond to: petit.ba-
teau@sympatico.ca 
or info@preschool-
petitbateau.com

LOOKING FOR 
E N E R G E T I C , 
S E L F - D R I v E N 
I N D I v I D UA L S 
to join LocaWoka 
( w w w. l o c aw o k a .
com), a local, Au-
rora app startup. 
Must be willing to 
do errands for oth-
er folks. Apply at  
hello@locawoka.com.    

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Sports Reporter  
with a passion for community, sports and news. 

The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  
to cover local sports and community events.

Sports Reporter  
for 3 Local Community Newspapers

Aurora • King • Caledon

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple sports stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIfICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Sports reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local sports is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local sports events in the Communities.

meeting on Sunday mornings at 
former Aurora Library 56 Victoria Street

10:45 a.m. Worship Service with Bible classes for children

register 
or by phone at 905-392-5919

on-line  at www.faith-baptist-aurora.org 

SonTreasure Island
Outdoor Adventure   for ages 3 to 12

    July 28th to August 1st, 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
 $ games $crafts $music $Bible stories

HANDYMAN WANTED with some 
plumbing, fencing, mechanical and/or land-
scaping experience required. Part-time or 
full time available located on 90 acre eques-
trian farm in Aurora/King area.  Call 416 
508-6170   

Near town of   
Interlachen  

.31 acres 
non-flooded wooded area 

$3,500.00 

905-898-5686

Florida lot 
For sale

LOOKING FOR WORK

Former Nato Director,  
“University  Strasbourg” 

D.E.A. for private or group 
in office or company.

905-898-5686

learn Business 
French, German, 

spanish, latin, 
polish.

POSITION:   Administrative Fundraising Assistant
LOCATION:   Head Office – 34 Berczy Street, Aurora
CONTRACT:  3 months
 

By Using DONORPERFECT software, understanding CRA requirements, financial coding and data entry the 
Fundraising Assistant provides support to the Fundraising Department to ensure accuracy and efficiency in 
recording financial transactions, and donor acknowledgements.

Requirements:
 • Knowledge of DonorPerfect software a must have.
 • Understands CRA requirements
 • Administrative office experience required. 
 • Microsoft Word and Excel programs, Email programs, and the Internet;
 • Strong appreciation of the value of properly acknowledging donors
 • Team player and ability to meet strict confidentiality standards of Kerry’s Place;
 • French language is an asset. 

Education/experience:
 • relevant post-secondary education;
 • minimum five years progressive office experience;
 • minimum of two years direct fundraising experience.

Send resumé to Bonnie Firth by July 2, 2014 to recruitment@kerrysplace.org

FUNDRAISING POSITION

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Human Resource Manager -
Woodbridge – $65K 
Manufacturing Manager - P.Eng.
$90K – Aurora
HVAC Technician - G-2 req’d –
Etobicoke
Outside- Yard Forklift Operator
Material Handler - Crane, Forklift,
Inventory
MIG Welders - $15.35 / hr. Days &
Afternoons
Certified Forklift Operators
General Labour
Water Jet Operators - cutting stone, 
Afternoons and Nights
-immediate openings
Pure Water Positions
- Keele St. & 401 area
-Customer Service / Reception
-Water Softener Installers
-CSR’s, inbound calls
-Installation Technicians
-Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your services  
all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in  
The Auroran, AT YOUR SERVICE

Call: 905-727-3300
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By Brock Weir

When Greg Foster moved from Alliston 
to Aurora over 10 years ago, he was looking 
for ways to give back in his new community.  
There, he was an active member of  the Lions Club, but 
here in Aurora, it was the 
Rotary Club which caught 
his attention. He knew 
ahead of  time it was an 
organization that dedicates 
their time to giving back to 
the community and, after 
going through their doors, he 
says he knew he was in the 
right place. 

In short order, he was 
Director of  Community 
Service for the organization, 
looking for ways the efforts 
of  Rotarians could be best 
spent. For him, that was 
Southlake and their pediatric 
cancer care centre.

Soon after, Mr. Foster 
began his first stint as 
Rotary’s president and, on 
Monday, he formally took the 
helm of  the club once again. 

Monday’s event, held at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
was not your typical meeting 
of  the Rotary Executive. It was a way to give a two-
way thanks to and from organizations within the local 
community who have benefited from Rotary funds and 
volunteer efforts. 

Such organizations gathered in the Meridian Gallery 
included Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York, the Aurora 
Sport Hall of  Fame, Komeka Kitchen Primary School, 
the Aurora Farmers’ Market, Aurora Pathfinders, 
Welcome Table, CHATS – Community Home Assistance 
to Seniors, the Salvation Army, last year’s 125th 
anniversary reunion for Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary 
School, as well as local individuals who have made a 
difference on the dance stage to the international stage.

While Rotary casts a wide net in terms of  the groups 
and individuals they support in the community, some 
might be surprised that Rotary Aurora numbers just 
14 members. These numbers have remained relatively 
static over the last few years, and Mr. Foster says many 
of  them have been president at least once or twice for 
one-year terms. 

“People may have their misconceptions of  what is 
expected, but I am a big believer that when you join 
anything, whether it is a church or whether it is a 
service group, whether it is a poker night with the boys, 
if  you believe in an organization and what it stands 
for, you have to make it a part of  your daily or weekly 

routine. 
“When you find an 

organization you feel 
passionate about, it doesn’t 
become an obligation. 
It becomes an enjoyable 
evening out. You need to 
find your Rotary Moment 
and everyone’s Rotary 
Moment is different. When 
you find that moment, 
that is when you become a 
proud Rotarian because it 
struck a chord with you.” 
Across Town, however, 
numbers indicate that is a 
chord that hasn’t sounded 
out quite as often as it used 
to. When asked how he 
would like to make sure 
Rotary stays relevant to the 
community over his new 
term as president, he points 
to Rotary being the largest 
international service club 
in the world, being at the 

forefront of  eradicating polio and poverty across the 
globe. 

“Rotary is international, but I think Rotary in 
Aurora needs to become more prevalent,” he said, 
noting Rotary’s active annual organization of  Dance 
In The Park, held at the end June each year on the eve 
of  Canada Day, Ribfest, and their active participation 
on last year’s Aurora 150 Celebrations. “Despite our 
numbers, we’re very active and what we accomplish 
as a club I think is a real tribute to the quality of  its 
members. 

“The connections that can be made through Rotary 
can accomplish anything. I say to potential members 
that come in that you can make Rotary whatever it is 
you want it to be. I have met many, many people who 
have come in and had an idea, presented it and worked 
it through Rotary and got their idea basically around 
the world. What Rotary does in the local community 
is just a small token of  what Rotary does around the 
world.”

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

25

Purchase a Re�neosoft and get free 
reverse osmosis water.

FREE WATER TEST

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

DEATH NOTICE

July 6-11, 2014

(519)941-5683
www.fiddle.on.ca

Great accommodation, great food, and great instructors- Cindy 
Thompson, Karen Reed, Kyle Charron, Alanna Jenish, Jake 

Butineau, Chanda Leahy &  Sarah Robinson

Spend a week with the champs

Age 8-88
any experience level
For info and
registration forms call..

Instruction in Canadian Old Time Fiddling &
“Ottawa Valley” &  Traditional Step Dance

leevil Fg idn da ler &     
O

Step pDa amnce C

Suddenly with family by her side at Southlake Regional 
Health Centre in Newmarket on Saturday June 21, 2014 at 
the age of 64 years. Judy Sherin (nee MacAndrew) of Aurora, 
beloved wife of Terry and dear mother of Robyn Maier and 
her husband Joshua and David Sherin. Daughter of Loretta 
MacAndrew and pre-deceased by her father Cleveland. Proud 
grandma of Ella, Caleb and Jediah Maier. Sister of Gary 
MacAndrew and his wife Sandy and Linda MacAndrew. 
Sister-in-law of Susan Sherin and lovingly remembered by 
her nine nieces and nephews; Terry, Mary, Stephen, Michael, 
Heather, Johnny, Sherry, Michael and Samantha.  The family 
would like to express their heartfelt thanks to the nursing 
staff of Southlake Hospital especially Alex and Mary for their 
loving care. A private family Funeral Service will be held 
followed by a public celebration of Judy’s life from 1 to 4 pm 
on Saturday June 28, 2014 at The Aurora Seniors Centre, 90 
John West Way, Aurora. In lieu of fl owers memorial donations 
to Southlake Regional Health Centre Foundation would be 
appreciated.  

On-line condolences may be made at 
www.thompsonfh-aurora.com

JUDY SHERIN

Everyone needs to find their “Rotary 
Moment” says returning president

Sue DelPlavignano, 
RM (Reiki Master) at 

King West Chiropractic 
& Wellness Centre is 

offering FREE MONTHLY 
Reiki Therapy Clinic for 

Cancer Patients.  
Clinic dates; 
July 16, 

August 20,  
September 17.

For More information 
& bookings, please call 

905-773-2225.

(L) After a few years as a member, Greg Foster was re-
turned to a second term as president of the Rotary Club of 
Aurora. Foster, and many other Rotarians, presided over a 
ceremony at the Aurora Cultural Centre last week recog-
nizing community groups and individuals they have sup-
ported over the years. (R) One such individual was Mad-
dox, who received assistance from Rotary in attending 
horseback riding camp. Maddox, who lives with cerebral 
palsy, gained invaluable physical strength during his stay 
at the camp.                            Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Proud to have been helping 
Aurora residents with  

their Real Estate needs  
for 22 Years.


