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Voters send Ballard to Queen’s Park 
By Brock Weir

Aurora and Newmarket residents are 
sending Chris Ballard to Queen’s Park. 

The Aurora Councillor took the 
Newmarket-Aurora riding on June 12 
with a decisive 22,294 votes to Progressive 
Conservative candidate Jane Twinney’s 
19,510. 

Across the riding, 6,092 votes went to 
Angus Duff  of  the NDP, 2,167 to Andrew 
Roblin of  the Green Party, 925 to Dorian 
Baxter of  the Canadians’ Choice Party, 
579 to Libertarian Jason Jenkins, and 164 
to Bob Yaciuk of  the Trillium Party of  
Ontario. 

Speaking to a crowd of  supporters 
at his campaign party, held at the 
Newmarket branch of  the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Ballard said he was “absolutely 
overwhelmed and overjoyed” to be elected 
to Queen’s Park.

“I want everyone here to know the debt 
of  gratitude I owe you for your countless 
hours of  work and your support, and your 
belief  that not only could I win, but the 

Liberals could win in Newmarket-Aurora 
once again,” Ballard told supporters. 
“What a good feeling it is!”

Looking ahead to his first days in 
the Ontario Legislature, Ballard said 
he was eager to “get the ball rolling.” 
One of  his core platform planks this 
election campaign was the protection of  

the Oak Ridges Moraine. A top priority 
now, he said, was convening a “citizens’ 
roundtable” on the Oak Ridges Moraine 
legislation before it comes up for review 
next year. 

“We need citizens from Aurora and 
Newmarket to be a part of  shaping that 
new legislation and protecting the Oak 
Ridges Moraine,” he said.

Earlier in the evening, Ballard was 
speaking to The Auroran when excitement 
in the room was kicked up to eleven. 

“Without getting maudlin, I wish my 
dad was here. He was the real political 
guy in our family and he would have 
appreciated this,” said Ballard when 
asked what was going through his mind as 
his polling numbers continued to steadily 
climb – and then his campaign manager, 
Cathy Gapp, interrupted to say CBC had 
projected him the winner. 

After a brief  pause, he continued, 
shifting gears slightly. 

“I don’t want to disappoint them!” 
he said, looking across the room to his 

Continued on page 6

Ballard win leaves vacancy to fill on Aurora Council
By Brock Weir

As Chris Ballard prepares to head to Queen’s Park this 
month, he leaves behind a vacancy on Aurora Council.

Councillors are set to use next week’s Council meeting on 
Tuesday, June 24, to formally declare his seat vacant. The 
issue is due to appear before Councillors at the Committee 
level this week. 

According to the Municipal Act, Council now has 60 days 
to appoint someone to fill Ballard’s seat. His seat must be 
formally declared vacant at the next meeting of  Council and 
contenders for the appointment must be a Canadian Citizen, 
18 years of  age or older, and a resident of  the community. 

In the report before Councillors this week from Stephen 
Huycke, Clerk for the Town of  Aurora, he recommends a 
wide-open appointment process permitting “any interested 
and qualified person” to apply for the job. 

“All municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area, having 
authorized an appointment process to fill a vacancy, have filled 
their vacancies following an open call for qualified applicants 

and at least one public meeting to allow deputations from the 
applicants,” said Mr. Huycke. “This ensures that the process 
is open and transparent when Council is exercising its 
obligation to appoint a person to an otherwise elected office.”

This, he noted, was similar to how Richmond Hill filled a 
similar vacancy last year. 

Alternatively, however, Mr. Huycke notes the process 
Aurora Council followed in 2008 following the resignation of  
councillor Grace Marsh. In that case, rather than making the 
application out to the public – and voting against going back 
to the public in a by-election, something which is legislatively 
out of  the question in this instance due to such a short window 
between now and the October 27 municipal election – they 
went to the first runner up from the 2006 election results. 

Vying for eight possible seats on Aurora Council, John 
Gallo placed ninth and was duly appointed to Council. 

“If  Council were to choose to appoint the Candidate from 
the 2010 Municipal Election who received the most votes but 
was not elected, the Clerk should be afforded the opportunity 

Continued on page 6

Danyal Habibi of Yellow Orange 
Salon and Spa takes the shears 
to Jakob Israel on Monday.  
Jakob, a Grade 4 student at  
Lester B. Pearson Public School, 
raised money beyond his wildest 
expectations, pledging to shave 
his head at the school’s final  
assembly of the year in exchange 
for donations to the Canadian 
Cancer Society. For more on Ja-
kob’s initiative – including the 
finished result! – please see Page 
10. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Chris Ballard speaks to supporters at 
his victory party Thursday night. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH
Please Join Us... 

For Our Sunday Morning Service  
at Trinity Anglican Church 

Every Sunday 
at 11am until August 31

(79 Victoria Street, Aurora)
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Notice of Town Hall Renovation

The Town of Aurora is pleased to announce that renovations are 
underway on the first floor of Aurora Town Hall to create a new 
Customer Service unit, Access Aurora. 

The payment office is fully operational during construction, but 
will be temporarily located outside Council Chambers, adjacent 
to the main entrance on the first floor. Regular business hours 
remain in effect, Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, please contact Ivy Henriksen, Manager of 
Customer Service, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4392 or 
ihenriksen@aurora.ca 

Stay tuned for the Access Aurora grand re-opening 
announcement once renovations are completed. We look forward 
to better-serving our growing community.

Youth Engagement Committee Call for Members

Are you an Aurora resident between the ages of 12 and 17 
interested in making a difference in your community? Become a 
member of the Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) today! Roles 
and responsibilities include engaging other youth within the 
community, serving as a liaison between Aurora youth and Town 
staff, exploring potential sponsorship opportunities and assisting 
with the development of programs and special events. 

The committee will meet every second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 4:30 p.m. from September 2014 to June 2015 

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, at 905-727-3123 ext. 3121, 
fdemarco@aurora.ca or visit www.aurora.ca/YEC

Dinner and a Movie 

Iron Man  (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Public Library
 
When: Saturday, June 21 
 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds
 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.  
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Theatre in the Park

The Humber River 
Shakespeare Company 
brings the magic of 
outdoor theatre to 
Aurora Town Park with 
“Romeo and Juliet,” by 
William Shakespeare on 
Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12 at 7 p.m. This is a 
“pay-what-you-can” event. Please arrive early and bring a chair 
or blanket and enjoy! For more information, please call 
905-726-4762 or visit www.humberrivershakespeare.ca

REMINDERS
Debris on Roads 

Homeowners constructing pools or undertaking other building 
projects are reminded to keep roads, sidewalks and rights-of-
way (the Town-owned section of property bordering the road) 
free of construction debris. Keeping these areas free from bricks, 
timber, soil and other materials is essential to pedestrian and 
traffic safety. Construction permits do not allow storage of these 
materials anywhere except your property.

Outdoor Water Use Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to 
outdoor water use. It is important that all residents and 
businesses observe the regulations, as they have been put into 
place to ensure a continued abundant water supply. Even/Odd 
watering restrictions are in effect.

Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw 

The Property Standards/Clean Yards Bylaw is in effect. All 
residents should be cleaning up debris on their property and 
keeping grass no longer than eight inches. Let’s keep Aurora 
looking beautiful!

Fireworks Bylaw 

The Town of Aurora’s Fireworks Bylaw #5373-11 (Sale and 
Display), regulates the setting and sale of family and display 
fireworks. Family fireworks are low hazard fireworks generally 
used for recreation. Fireworks are permitted on Canada Day and 
the day preceding this holiday from sunset to 11 p.m. For a full 
list of regulations under this bylaw, please visit 
www.aurora.ca 

For more information on these and other Town bylaws, please 
call 905-727-3123 ext. 4240 or visit 
www.aurora.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, June 19 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, June 20 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Tuesday, June 24 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, June 25 7 p.m. Public Planning*
Tuesday, July 8 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee Rescheduled to July 15
Thursday, July 10 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment 
Monday, July 14 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, July 15 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, July 15 7 p.m. Council
Tuesday, July 29 7 p.m. Council

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

EMpLOyMENT 
OppORTUNITy
Licensing and Court Administrator

The Town of Aurora is accepting applications for the position of 
Licensing and Court Administrator. Deadline for application is 
Tuesday, June 24. For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/
employment
 

WHAT’S HAppENING

June is Recreation and Parks Month

The Town of Aurora is 
celebrating Recreation 
and Parks month and 
you’re invited! Attend 
one of the many 
exciting events we have 
planned throughout 
June. Activities include a 
scavenger hunt, outdoor 
boot camp, qi-gong class and more!  

To learn more about these activities, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/jrpm

Club Aurora Student Membership Specials

Are you a college or 
university student off for the 
summer break? Why not join 
Club Aurora Fitness Centre 
for the summer? We are offering an affordable short term 
membership plan for students:

Two month membership: Tuesday, July 1 to 
   Sunday, August 31
Cost for Aurora residents: $76 per person
Cost for non-residents: $91 per person

For more information, 
please call 
905-726-4764 
or email fitness@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora Summer Camps 

It’s not too late to enrol your child in a 
Town of Aurora Summer Camp! Our 
camps are well-planned, creative and an 
enthusiastic place for your child to spend 
their summer days. The Town of Aurora’s 
qualified staff are committed to preparing 
safe and enjoyable programs to ensure all 
children have a summer filled with friends, 
fun and laughter!

With more than 30 camps to choose from, your child can spend 
the summer exploring their interests and developing their talents. 
There is a camp for every child! Call 905-841-PLAY(7529) or visit 
www.aurora.ca for more information.

Need a permit? 
We're open late
EVENING HOURS BY APPOINTMENT PROGRAM 
Are you a homeowner or contractor in need of a permit for 
a home renovation project? Can’t make it during regular 
business hours? The Town of Aurora is offering extended 
hours by appointment on: 

JUNE

19

SEPTEMBER

18

OCTOBER

16
Book your appointment today for a quick, “one-stop-shop” permit process. 
Call 905-727-3123 ext. 4390, 4394 or 4388 or email building@aurora.ca. 
Please contact us at least one day in advance. 
 
The Evening Hours by Appointment Program allows for review of projects  
that qualify under the Town’s Residential Express Permit Program.  
For information on projects that qualify, please visit www.aurora.ca/REPP 
 
Appointments take place at Aurora Town Hall,
100 John West Way, Building Services department, 3rd floor 
www.aurora.ca/buildingservices

Celebrate  
Canada Day  

in Canada's 
Birthday Town!

Kids Activities
Giant Petting Zoo

Great Live Entertainment 
Fireworks at Dusk!

For more information, call 905-726-4762  
or visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday 

Proudly sponsored by
A CURORA HRYSLER

Aurora Home Hardware Centre

Another exciting event brought to you by

Tuesday, July 1 
Monday, June 30

Rotary Dance  
in the Town Park 

7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
 aurora town park

Presented by the Rotary Club of Aurora
Beer garden

Barbecue
Live entertainment

10 a.m. 
SoutH on YonGE StrEEt 
From orCHarD HEIGHtS 

BouLEVarD to murraY DrIVE

Canada Day Parade

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
LamBErt wILLSon park

pUBLIC NOTICES 

Sidewalk Repairs  

Residents are advised that The Town of Aurora is completing sidewalk repairs. Work 
will continue until the end of June during normal working hours. If any residents will 
be affected, making their driveway inaccessible for more than one night, notice will be 
provided. 

For more information, please contact Kevin Vande Beek at kvandebeek@aurora.ca or 
905-727-3123 ext. 3459.
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NOTICE OF COUNCIL’S INTENTION TO ADOPT AN
AMENDMENT TO THE TOWN’S ZONING BY-LAW
Aurora Town Council is providing notice of its intention to amend By-law Number 2213-78, as 
amended, pursuant to section 34 of the Planning Act.  A public meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, July 15, 2014 at 7 p.m. at Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of The Town of Aurora (the “Town”) is providing notice of  
its intention to amend By-law Number 2213-78, as amended (the “Zoning By-law”) on the 15th day of July, 2014 
pursuant to section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended, for the purpose of prohibiting the use 
of land or the erection or use of buildings or structures unless municipal services are available.  
 
PURPOSE:  The Town’s current Servicing By-law Number 4721-05.D, which amended the Zoning By-law,  
  prohibits the use of land or the erection or use of buildings or structures unless municipal  
  services are available. The amendment will include the 2C Secondary Plan Area within  
  the Town’s serviced area. 

FILE NAME:  Municipal Servicing By-law 

FILE NUMBER: D14-05-14

CONTACT:     Additional information may be obtained from Glen Letman, Manager of Development   
  Planning of the Planning & Development Services department at  
  905-727-3123 extension 4346. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning &   
  Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736 or  
  emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name  
  and number.

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees.  The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose.

If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town 
staff and may make these audio recordings available to the public.

Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4346

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

(Above) Students Amanda Holden, 
Monica Ciligot, Jessica Arevalo, and 
Danielle Freiwah greet visitors to Cardi-
nal Carter’s reunion on Saturday. (Left) 
attendees showed their appreciation 
for the committee that put the reunion 
together and (right) signed a commem-
orative poster to mark their milestone 
anniversary.                   

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Cardinal Carter set to “hit new heights” 
following 25th anniversary celebration

By Brock Weir

“We’re good,” said Richard Maurice, to a room of  
familiar faces on Saturday afternoon.

It was a simple statement, but the two words from 
the principal of  Cardinal Carter Catholic High School 
summed up the feelings in the school’s chapel as current 
students and staff, recent grads, and some blasts from 
the past came together to celebrate the school’s 25th 
anniversary on Saturday. 

The day featured a Eucharistic mass in the morning 
led by Father Joe Gorman of  Our Lady of  Grace 
Catholic Church, art and music supplied by today’s 
students, a gathering of  dignitaries who have helped 
steer Cardinal Carter’s future from its early foundations 
in Oak Ridges, culminating in a pub night near the 
scene where it all began that evening. 

“It is all stories of  frustration, stories of  pain, stories 
of  pride, stories of  humour, and it is certainly stories 
of  celebration that enable us to appreciate the richness 
of  our school culture so we can relish in this magical 
moment,” said Maurice.

He was speaking in the school’s chapel before not 
just students past and present, but also his predecessors 
who served the school over the past year and a half.

For many, it was old home week as they hadn’t been 
through the Bloomington Road doors they left with 
their mortarboards.

For Wendy McCabe, she hadn’t looked back since 
her graduation in 1995. When the reunion came up, 
however, the chance to show her own children her own 
stomping grounds was too good to pass up.

“I haven’t been back since I graduated and it looks 25 
years old!” she joked. “It was brand new when I started.”

For former staffer Angela Maira, it was an 
anniversary long-overdue, as was the school itself, when 
she was part of  the fight in 1989 to bring a new Catholic 
high school to York Region. At the time, Newmarket’s 
Sacred Heart Catholic High School was bursting at the 
seams, she said. Kids in Sharon had nowhere to go. 

“I wanted to see a new school in our community so 
our children could have a Catholic education,” said 
Ms. Maira, who worked at the school from 1997 – 2009. 
“I know the staff  here have been real community 
builders.”

One of  the school/community builders in attendance 
at Saturday’s celebrations was Cardinal Carter’s first 
principal Dave Brennan. He steered Cardinal Carter 
in its first decade and in those formative years, he said 
it was their main priority to “provide each person 
with the best possible conditions to achieve his or her 
potential.”

“But, it was more than that,” he said. “It was 
also to lay the academic, co-curricular, and spiritual 
foundation upon those who followed us so they could 

build. Judging from the many successes, some of  which 
you are hearing about today, I think we were somewhat 
successful.”

Reminiscences throughout the morning and 
afternoon highlighted the growth of  the school 
communities, pressures that came when growth 
almost got the best of  them, and tributes students like 
Colten and Luke Rybuck, who became heroes in the 
community after rescuing a neighbour from a fire, and 
students who left the Cardinal Carter community well 
before their time. 

“Despite all the challenges, we made it work,” said 
former principal Frank Fazzari of  the school reaching 
its peak of  students with 2,200 students and staff  jammed 
in the building and 30 portables. “Everyone adapted and 
cooperated. Our school thrived, we were active, and we 
remained a very vibrant school community. It seemed 
like there was always something to celebrate.”

Out of  all this, however, one of  his most memorable 
days was – as it was for many of  the people in the room 
– when the elderly Cardinal Carter himself  made the 
trek to visit his namesake school in June 2002. It was a 
historic event for the school community, bringing out 
thousands of  students, staff, parents, and alumni to 
take in a mass, followed by carrying a cross up Yonge 
Street from Bloomington to Our Lady of  Grace. 

“He was frail and yet he attended the milestone 
event with a great determination I will never forget,” 
said York Catholic District School Board trustee 
Susan Crowe. “It was hot for the healthiest of  us and 
he just…I can’t even find the words to say it because it 
was such an awe-inspiring moment to be there.”

For Ms. Crowe, another milestone for the school 
was Cardinal Carter developing an International 
Baccalaureate program, honing in on a niche in 
the educational system which revitalized what had 
been a waning school community. Many people, she 
said, were gravitating towards private schools and 
what was then the incoming St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Catholic High School had been due to take a hit on 
their existing school population. It was a move which 
was embraced far and wide, 
she said. 

“It is the reputation of  
excellence, combined with the 
welcoming, safe environment 
that is drawing students to 
the school,” she said, noting 
another imminent upswing 
when 400 Grade 9 students 
from Aurora, King and 
Richmond Hill come through 
their doors this September. 
“Your support helps to lift the 
school up to new heights.”

Free The Children Club not content to 
rest on their laurels – or their trash

By Brock Weir

After collecting 10 tonnes of  
electronic waste last month, 
students in Cardinal Carter’s Free 
the Children club helped take a lot 
of  weight off  the shoulders of  local 
residents, as their garages became 
piled higher and higher in obsolete 
electronics.

Those who brought in their old 
computers, TVs and VCRs, gained 
some much-needed elbow room, the 
students collected a record amount 
of  waste, and earned over $1,400 for 
Rose of  Sharon and laptop programs 
for Aboriginal students in Northern 
Ontario in the process. But, they’re 
not content to sit back and bask in 
the glory of  a hard-earned record. 
It is merely driving them to look for 
ways to do more. 

“A few of  us are going to Kenya next 
month and, personally, I am going 
to take ideas from there and come 
right back and see how we can start 
supporting those communities,” said 
Maha Khawaja, a Grade 11 student 
who will be among the leaders of  the 
club in September. “I am sure we are 
going to stumble across some things 
we have never done before, but we do 
like this e-waste thing we have going!

“We are going to be building a 
school there, so I am buying all my 
construction gear, steel-toed boots, a 
hat with a flashlight and things like 
that. In terms of  mentally preparing 
myself  for what we are going to see, 
I am more excited than anything 
because I have been fundraising and 
just thinking about all these kids in 
these countries for so many years no, 

I finally get to see it.”
Although this year’s fundraiser 

put more of  a focus on local issues, 
many international charities have 
benefited from initiatives organized 
by the school’s Free The Children 
club, particularly the construction of  
a school in Baarind, India. 

Free the Children is a very active 
club within the Cardinal Carter 
community and, as they looked on at 
last Wednesday’s cheque presentation 
for all their hard work, Grade Nine 
student who had their first taste of  
the club this year were eager to try 
out new ideas and initiatives to grow 
the club in the next school year. 

Many came into the club inspired 
by the work of  the national founders 
Craig and Mark Kielburger. Seeing 
the impact they had throughout the 
world with Free the Children, they 
wanted to be a part of  the change. 

“I like the idea of  really helping 
children around the world in our 
community, in our country because 
we are so fortunate with what we have 
and I just want to make sure other 
people have the same opportunities 
we do,” said Anastasia Afanasseiva.

Adds Alexander Jacobs: “Ever 
since Grade 8 when they introduced 
this at my old school, I thought the 
idea was awesome. Once I saw it in 
high school, I wanted to join and I 
haven’t looked back. There are just 
so many great causes that we have 
contributed to.”

This year, they were happy to 
be introduced to Rose of  Sharon 
that have an impact so close to 
home. Learning more about the 

Continued on page 16

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
• MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

All types of Filters, Humidifiers,
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

RIDE4STYLES CYCLES THROUGH AURORA 
The Fourth Annual Memorial Ride4Styles heads through Aurora this Sunday, 

June 22, in honour of  fallen York Regional Police Officer Constable Garret Styles. 
This year, organizers from the York Regional Police are working with partners from 
the community to make this year’s event a huge success. Teams and individuals 
are welcome to register and join the relay in Newmarket for a minimum pledge of  
$100 for individuals and $25 for teams. Check-in begins at York Regional Police’s 
#1 District Headquarters at 240 Prospect Street in Newmarket at 7.30 a.m. with  
a start time at 8 a.m. Heading down Bayview Avenue through Aurora, the ride 
ends at #5 Headquarters on McCowan Road in Markham. Proceeds from this 
year’s event benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of  York, Victim Services of  York 
Region, and Special Olympics Ontario. For more info, email Detective Karim 
Bardai at 961@yrp.ca.
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I have to hand it to the good 
people of  Newmarket-Aurora. 

You belied any conceptions that 
voters, at least in this area, were 
either suffering from election 
fatigue, disengagement of  the civic 
process, or wilful ignorance of  the 
options before you, and turned out 
in very encouraging numbers to 
send your preferred candidate to 
Queen’s Park on June 12. 

Despite the lack of  signs on 
lawns, chatter on the streets, coffee 
shops, and bickering in every other 
avenue imaginable, you sly ones were just biding 
your time. I have never seen polling stations so 
consistently busy in any recent election. 

It shouldn’t be surprising that things turned 
out the way they did – after all, if  one threatens 
to cut 100,000 jobs out of  the public sector across 
the province, one can’t possibly expect to get any 
portion of  those 100,000 votes on election day – 
but the local results are curious. 

It wasn’t that long ago when Chris Ballard 
and Jane Twinney each secured their respective 
nominations through acclamation on two back-
to-back evenings in March and here we are. Chris 
Ballard is going to Queen’s Park, Jane Twinney 
is going back to Newmarket Council, and Frank 
Klees has wrapped up his extended Farewell Tour 
before going back to the private sector. 

Things can change so quickly. I remember 
very clearly being pulled aside by Mr. Ballard 
in November of  last year to tell me he had filed 
his papers to be Newmarket-Aurora’s next 
Liberal candidate. Deed done, that was followed 
by…nothing. Despite predictions, including 
predictions from one Auroran columnist who 
typically can be found on the page to my right, 
none of  the names bandied about as possible 
challengers for the Newmarket-Aurora Liberal 
slot came to pass. 

As far as action on the electoral front went, 
following November, one could almost hear the 
crickets coming out of  their slumbers to chirp 
the chirps of  boredom, while frosty sagebrush, 
eventually encrusted by ice from the bowels of  
hell by the end of  December, rolled leisurely 
through the scene. 

All that changed, however, on January 21.
The Newmarket-Aurora Progressive 

Conservative Riding Association was due to meet 
that evening for what was thought to be a routine 
session. Frank, however, said he was going to 
use the opportunity to deliver the bombshell 
that he would not seek re-election as Newmarket-
Aurora’s MPP. 

19 years after he was first elected to the Ontario 
Legislature, it was a move which surprised many. 
Locally, however, it was as though the cork on 
the champagne bottle of  our local Provincial 
race, popped, unleashing a storm of  political 
excitement, chicanery, and head-scratching 
unseen in the riding since Belinda Stronach 
crossed the floor in May, 2005.

Suddenly, it seemed, everyone was eager to 
try on the glass slipper Frank was preparing to 
leave behind. Newmarket Councillors Maddie di 
Muccio and Jane Twinney were first out of  the 
gate with their candidacies. Although Councillor 
di Muccio’s efforts quickly went down in a much 
ballyhooed decision by the party to nix her 
nomination, Councillor Twinney experienced 
relatively smooth sailing. After a brief  flirtation 
with a candidacy from Newmarket blogger 
Darryl Wolk, Aurora started to get a piece of  
the action in the form of  Stephen Somerville 
(Another Auroran columnist sharing space to the 
right) putting his name forward as a candidate. 

Further attempts were made to join the fray 
by Dorian Baxter who, once his nomination too 
was nixed by the party brass, eventually found a 
home, and a slot on the ballot, as a candidate for 
the Canadians’ Choice Party. The saga, however, 
continued with Somerville dropping out of  the 

race citing threats to himself  and 
his family, while various other 
people in the party, whether they 
were the candidates themselves 
or their fervent supporters, took 
to their respective social media 
corners to lick their wounds.

THAT’S NOT ALL, FOLKS!
If  you thought that all of  

Aurora’s excitement would end 
with Chris Ballard’s trip to 
Toronto, I would wager you would 
be mistaken. After all, each vote 

cast for him was one small step closer to creating 
a vacancy on Council, and we all know how well 
it turned out the last time Council had a vacancy 
to fill! 

The resignation of  Grace Marsh and the 
subsequent appointment of  John Gallo happened 
before my time at The Auroran, but was something 
I eagerly read in its pages as a mere bystander. 
After joining the paper over a year later, it was 
clear people were still smarting from the debate 
itself, whether you were for a by-election or an 
appointment, as it was one of  the first things 
well-meaning people told me to watch out for. 

The 60 day clock set to fill Ballard’s vacant seat 
is likely, pending a decision made by Councillors 
at the Committee level this week, to begin on 
Tuesday. Those 60 days could very well be rife 
with community debate on just who should fill 
that seat. 

Aurora will be left with limited options. A 
by-election, due to such a short time period 
between now and when municipal polls open on 
October 27, is legislatively out of  the question. 
An appointment is the only way forward, but the 
question is how.

Will Councillors go out to the community 
seeking nominations for – and from – members 
of  the public at large? Will they look towards 
Councillors of  the past, who would be able 
to essentially hit the ground running for the 
remaining few months of  the Council term? Or, 
will some view that the appointment of  John 
Gallo, who finished ninth for eight possible 
Council seats in 2006, has set a precedent in how 
a seat should be filled?

In that context, the next five in line for the 
seat are, in order, Stephen Granger, Al Wilson, 
Evelina MacEachern, Roy Cohen, and Brian 
Duff. Of  these five, the first three were incumbent 
councillors seeking re-election who were not 
returned to their seats, while the other two were 
first-time candidates in the race. Would any of  
these people be willing to take the ball and run? 
Would residents buy into it if  they didn’t put 
them into the eight seats in the first place? 

Is there any appointment that will satisfy 
everyone? In short, no, but it will provide for 
many interesting debates ahead. 

ON A FINAL NOTE… 
I was saddened to learn of  the death of  Edward 

John MacKay. MacKay was a former Aurora 
business owner who owned Green Books at 
the southeast corner of  Yonge and Wellington 
in what is now Marketing Garage. Although 
he later became a friend of  the family in other 
circumstances, I first met him as a very loyal, 
very young customer at the age of  five, who liked 
nothing better than exploring the mysterious and 
messy mounds of  musty books and magazines 
that typified that truly unique Aurora store. 

A collector of  the weird and wonderful from a 
very early age, I found many items I still treasure 
to this day in that chaotic store, often nudged in 
the right direction of  what I was looking for by 
Mr. MacKay who, in hindsight, wanted to make 
sure I had the thrill of  finding it “on my own.” 

I credit those early days in that store as 
fostering a budding love of  reading, of  old and 
vintage books and magazines, and a healthy 
curiosity in the unusual.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Deja-Vu: Coming to a Town Near You

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

I have been writing this letter in my head for the past month or 
so. 

I just cannot find the words, but I will give it a try. 
Sixteen years ago, my sweet little boy Jake, my beagle, walked in 

to my life and healed my very broken heart. From there on we were 
a duo. Jake got me through a crappy marriage, and divorce. I got 
him through a serious back condition that caused him great pain 
throughout his entire life, and stomach poisoning. 

He stood strong beside me while I floundered to find a new career, 
new homes, and a new wonderful life for both him and me. Through 
all that, the team at Abbotsford Animal Hospital made us part of  
their family. The care at this facility is so remarkable, and so special 
that they kept my lovely boy, happy and healthy, despite the setbacks 
mentioned above for 16 years!

Through the years, the doctors became like big brothers to me 
and Jake. Dr. Bockneck even gave me his personal cell phone to call 
him anytime, anywhere if  we ever needed him. I always knew if  I 
had to leave Jake with the Abbotsford crew, that he was safe, and 
very loved. 

So, you can well imagine, when I called Dr. Bockneck on March 
30, while he was up north, to let him know that it was “time”, I was 
devastated. To tell the truth I still am, Jake and I were a solid team 
for 16 years, and my world is now so very different without him. 

Dr. Bockneck had been monitoring him for several weeks as he 
declined, and agreed that it was time let Jake go. And so, with a 
gesture that was so incredibly thoughtful, and respectful, Dr. B and 
Cass, came to our house, where Jake and I were able to sit on the 
couch, while Jake laid in my arms, and they put my sweet boy into 
a very peaceful sleep. 

As I said goodbye, Dr. B said the best thing that he could have 
said to me. I kissed Jake and told him he was the best thing to ever 
happen to me. Dr. B looked up at me and said “You were the best 
thing to ever happen to him.” 

So, as you can tell, I credit this absolutely wonderful facility and 
staff  for supporting, and loving Jake and I for the best 16 years of  
my life. Not only did they keep Jake happy and healthy, they helped 
Jake’s “mommy” experience a very special kind of  love, one that 
will never be matched. 

With all my heart. Thank you.
Kelli M. Collins

Aurora

I was so sad when I read that Randy Skelcher had passed 
away. 

Randy was an amazing person with a heart of  gold. Even 
with all of  his health issues Randy was always there to help 
anyone who needed help. 

I saw him playing at the Legion many Friday nights. He 
was Elvis, Roy Orbison, plus many others. He played at 
seniors’ homes on fundraising days. As I have said, Randy 
would help anyone and everyone.

He was a great character and an even greater friend. His 
friends are holding a fundraiser for his widow and his three 
children at the Aurora Legion on Saturday, June 21 at 7pm.

Tickets are $25.00 each and can be bought at Dave’s Garage 
on Industrial Parkway. Even if  you cannot make it please try 
to make a donation through Dave’s Garage.

Randy was a great person. Rest in peace.
Nigel Kean

Aurora

Pay it forward for performer 
with “heart of gold”

Abbotsford went the extra 
mile for Jake and his “mom”
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Voting system delivered 
“false majority” to Liberals

Ontario’s voting system took only 38.6% of  the 
votes to manufacture a majority for Kathleen Wynne’s 
Liberals.  Locally, Chris Ballard got 43.8% of  the 
Newmarket-Aurora vote. Both are not a simple majority. 
Ontarians did not vote for a Liberal majority, but a Winner-Take-
All voting system gave them one anyway, and distorted of  the 
voters’ wishes. 

This voting system fails to reflect how voters really voted, 
but instead highlighted how the parties played the voting game.  
The Liberals increased their share of  the popular vote by only 
one percent over the 2011 election, but that was enough to give 
them a majority.

  This voting system has given a false majority to both the 
Conservatives as well as the NDP at different times in the 
past. Ontario has not had a true majority government since 
the Liberals won it in 1934 with 50.4% of  the popular vote. 
In a democracy, governments should have a mandate from the 
voters. Proportional representation ensures each party’s share 
of  the seats reflects its share of  the popular vote.

 
Dan Desson
Newmarket
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The car drove slowly through the Toronto 
cemetery, pulling to a stop in front of  a beautiful 
flowering crabapple next to a weathered old 
stone building. Two people stepped out, and 
started slowly walking up a nearby path between 
the graves.

“You can’t park there,” yelled a man running 
towards them, waving his arms.

“We’re filming a documentary.”
“Oh, $#@&*!”
“Cut!  We’ll have to do it again.”
Our first scene was not off  to a great start.
If  you missed my last column, I described 

that over the past several years I have been conducting research 
on the fate of  my late uncle, who was killed in the Second World 
War, and whose body was never recovered or identified.

Although I don’t have confirmed proof  of  this, I believe that he 
may be buried in an unmarked grave in a small cemetery on the 
island of  Schiermonnikoog, off  the coast of  The Netherlands.

This had resulted in a German crew, who have been filming 
a documentary about the cemetery and its many fascinating 
stories, coming to Aurora to record our family’s account. 

After assuring the cemetery worker that my brother and I 
were only parking for a minute, we managed to successfully 
complete the shot the next time.

After some more scenes, the producer wanted to get some 
clips of  us in a crowded area, to better emphasize the difference 
between the big bustling Canadian City of  Toronto, and the small 
Dutch island of  only 1,000 residents at the centre of  the story. 

We were downtown, so that would be easy.  
Make that … should have been easy.  
It was Victoria Day Weekend and the city was deserted. Yonge 

and Bloor? Ghost town. Dundas Square? Eerily quiet.  
In an attempt to make the streets look congested, we actually 

had to wait for and stalk the infrequent groups of  people. I expect 
on screen we will look like two inept spies unsuccessfully trying 
to covertly tail someone. 

The next day the crew came up to Aurora. 
They were most impressed with our town, 
including the cenotaph and “the castle” (Magna 
Headquarters).

Hopefully, a thorough house cleaning 
beforehand will result in no dust bunnies being 
visible in the final feature, despite the crew 
setting up in rooms in which we hadn’t expected 
them to film, and much shuffling of  furniture 
and contents. 

There were some technical difficulties in a 
pivotal scene where we skyped with the man 
who manages the Schiermonnikoog cemetery. 

Although we’d been in touch for years by email, this was the first 
time we’d actually seen each other.

Unfortunately that’s all we could do, as there was no sound, 
and none of  us could lip-read. Eventually, after about half  
an hour, we got the sound to work, but the spontaneity of  the 
moment had long passed.

The last day of  filming was again back in the city, and consisted 
of  them shooting us from different angles as we drove around 
town, in one case with both camera men and all their equipment 
wedged into the backseat of  the compact car.

In the end, the crew seemed happy with all their shots, and I 
must admit a curiosity to see the finished cut next year, and how 
my uncle’s story intermixes with the other ones they’ve already 
filmed.

More importantly, although we haven’t conclusively identified 
our uncle’s grave, through the documentary we have been able to 
share his story, which is a small first step towards providing a bit 
of  the closure about his fate that my mother and grandmother 
never had.

My research continues.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: machellscorners@gmail.com

Ready for My Close-up?   Part 2

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

NEW  
AURORAN POLL

Ottawa Report 

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Go to    www.theauroran.com to vote!
Results will be tabulated Tuesday at 12 noon.
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Previous Poll Results
Did you vote in the 2014 Provincial election?

a)      Yes – on June 12     b)      Yes – in advance polls    c)       No

Service Dogs Pilot Project
Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) is funding a 

two-and-a-half-year pilot project to look at the 
impact of  the use of  psychiatric service dogs in 
assisting Veterans with PTSD. Up to 50 Veterans 
will participate in the project and VAC will provide 
up to $500,000 in research and treatment benefits 
for the pilot project’s duration. By exploring whether the 
use of  psychiatric service dogs would help Veterans manage 
their PTSD symptoms, Veterans Affairs Canada is listening 
to Veterans and ensuring they get the care and support they 
need.

Quanto’s Law
The Justice for Animals in Service Act (Quanto’s Law) was 

recently introduced in Parliament. The legislation proposes 
Criminal Code amendments that would create a new offence 
specifically prohibiting the injuring or killing of  animals 
trained and being used to help law enforcement officers, 
persons with disabilities or the Canadian Armed Forces. 

Persons convicted of  such an offence could face up to five 
years’ imprisonment, with a mandatory minimum sentence 
of  six months in prison in cases where a law enforcement 
animal is killed while assisting a law enforcement officer 
in enforcing the law and where the offence is prosecuted by 
indictment. The new legislation would extend to dogs, horses 
and other kinds of  animals.  

The development of  Quanto’s Law is part of  the 
government’s plan for safe streets and communities which 
focuses on tackling crime, enhancing victims’ rights, and 
ensuring a fair and efficient justice system.

Action on Climate Change
The Government of  Canada is committed to protecting 

the environment while keeping the Canadian economy 
strong and is doing this through a wide range of  actions and 
investments.

Since 2006, we have invested more than $10 billion to begin 
Canada’s transition to a clean energy economy and advance 
this country’s climate change objectives. These have included 
investments in green infrastructure, energy efficiency, 
adaptation, the development of  clean energy technologies 
and the production of  cleaner energy and cleaner fuels. It also 
includes over $4 billion invested in science and technology 
at Environment Canada since 2006, and another quarter of  
a billion dollars to be invested over the next five years into 
Canada’s weather services.

We have also have taken action on climate change by 
introducing regulations on the two largest emitting sectors—
transportation and coal-fired electricity. Since 2005, Canadian 
greenhouse gas emissions have decreased 4.8 percent while 
the economy has grown by 8.4 percent and our emissions per 
capita have decreased significantly and are at an historic low.

Canada represents less than 2% of  global carbon 
emissions. By comparison, the U.S. coal sector 
produces more greenhouse gas emissions than 
all of  Canada. As a result of  our actions, carbon 
emissions will decrease by close to 130 megatons 
from what they would have been under the former 
government’s plan; the equivalent of  shutting 

down 37 coal-fired electricity generation plants.  
Paid Internships in High-Demand Fields

The government has announced significant new funding 
for paid internships for post-secondary graduates. The 
support for the internship initiative, which was provided 
in Economic Action Plan 2014, will help up to 3,000 post-
secondary graduates take part in full-time paid internships 
across the country in high-demand fields such as science, 
technology, engineering, mathematics and the skilled trades.

The internships, which will last between six and 12 months, 
will take place over the next two years and give participants 
the opportunity to gain the real-life work experience and 
skills necessary to succeed in the workplace now and in the 
future. The internships will be offered through the Youth 
Employment Program (YEP) of  the National Research 
Council’s Industrial Research Assistance Program (NRC-
IRAP), as well as by Employment and Social Development 
Canada (ESDC)’s Career Focus Program.

EcoAction Community Funding
The government recently announced $4,351,753 in funding 

for 85 EcoAction Community Funding Program projects across 
Canada and is now accepting new applications. Environment 
Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding Program provides 
financial support to community groups for projects that have 
measurable, positive impacts on the environment. 

It supports the key priorities of  the National Conservation 
Plan (NCP), which was recently launched by Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to provide a shared and coherent vision to 
advance conservation efforts across the country. 

Since 2006, EcoAction has approved $38,649,632 in 
funding for 1,006 projects that engage Canadians in direct 
environmental activities. Projects must address one of  the 
following four themes: clean air; clean water, climate change 
and nature. For every dollar received through EcoAction, 
approximately $2.45 is leveraged from other funding partners.

Applications are now being accepted until November 1, 
2014 from non-profit groups and organizations. Groups that 
are non-incorporated may apply to the EcoAction Community 
Funding Program. For more information, visit ec.gc.ca/
ecoaction.

If  you would like to contact me on any issue, please call 
905-953-7515 or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

It seems like mere days since the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre reactivated its programs 
after a long, hot summer and here we are 
again. 

We’ve heard it before. Some 
programs are set to go idle until fall. It’s 
understandable. People have far more 
going on in their lives over the summer 
than they do during bitter winters like the 
one we just had.

The Book Club, the computer drop-in 
help sessions and the dances are three that 
will pause. That doesn’t mean you can’t 
still enjoy the Centre over the summer. 
Besides, it’s a great place to hang out when 
the temperature soars.

One new activity you can enjoy all 
season is Keep Singing. This informal 
group welcomes anyone who wants to sing 
just for the fun of  it. It is not a choir. Rather, 
it takes you back in time to the days before 
television and computers, when families 
entertained themselves by standing 
around the piano and singing traditional 
favorites like You Are My Sunshine, When 
The Saints Go Marching In, Five Foot Two, 
Sentimental Journey and many others.

The group meets every Thursday from 
10.30 to 11.30 a.m. for a fun sing-a-long in a 
social and relaxing atmosphere.

Card player wannabees
Have you ever wanted to learn how to 

play cards? There are several card games 
offered where other players will gladly 
teach you. You can learn Poker, Canasta 
and Bid Euchre while you play. 

Poker players get together Thursdays 
at 1 p.m. Canasta meets Fridays from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Learn Bid Euchre is held 
Mondays at 10 a.m. These are included in 
your $1 daily activity fee.

Mahjong is a very old game that has a 
number of  variations. Not all versions 
look the same. In fact, a computer version 
involves simply removing matching tiles 
to clear the board. The mahjong played 
at the Centre is much more involved and 
takes a bit of  learning. Fortunately, the 
mahjong group is more than happy to 
teach you during any of  their Monday 
afternoon sessions. 

Simply walk through the door and 
someone will welcome you. When they 
find out that you’ve never played before, 
they will quickly become your teacher. As 
with the card games, you will learn as you 
play.

One last chance
You’ll get one last chance to enjoy 

dancing at the Centre before this activity 
halts until September. June 20 is the 
final day for Friday Night Dance, which 
starts at 8 p.m. Singles and non-members 
are welcome. Your $4.50 (members) and 
$5 (non-members) fee includes light 
refreshments. A cash bar is also available 
with beer, wine and soft drinks. Line 
Dancing Practice will return September 9.

Urgent reminder
Don’t forget the Family Fun Day and 

Picnic on June 22 from 12 noon to 5 p.m. It 
will be a great time for everyone. Be sure 
to bring your own food and the rest of  the 
family, especially the children. They can 
enjoy face painting, a three-legged race, 
a clown and storytelling while you play 
bocce and table tennis. Get a peek into your 
future with a tarot card reader. Following 
the games, treat yourself  to strawberry 
shortcake and cream dessert with hot and 
cold drinks. 

There will be raffles and much more. 
The cost is 25 cents per activity, $2.50 for 
dessert, drink. From 3.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m., 
enjoy a music and comedy show by the 
Silver Stars called “Fun with Song” with 
a sing-along for everyone featuring some 
old traditional favorites. It’s a day suited 
for all ages – just like in the good old days.

Summer reading
The Book Club is another program that 

Winding down already?

Next week, Council will have  
60 days to fill the vacant seat left by Chris Ballard.  

How do you think the seat should be filled?

Aurora residents who received the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal were recognized at a small  
ceremony at Town Park on Tuesday afternoon as Civic Square Park was formally renamed Queen’s  
Diamond Jubilee Park. Behind this group of medallists – over 60 residents received the medal in all – is 
a plaque bearing the names of each recipient. The plaque was formally unveiled by the Duke of York 
earlier this month. For more, including Council’s discussion on future features at the park, watch for 
next week’s Auroran. 						                         Auroran photo by David Falconer

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

a)      By next runner(s)-up from the 2010 Municipal Election
b)      By a former Councillor
c)       Nominations from the community 
d)      Other (send your suggestions to letters@auroran.com)

Continued on Page 15 
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supporters, noting he was cautious not 
to jump the gun too early on his victory. 
“So many people have come out of  the 
woodwork to help me, help Kathleen, 
and so many friends here and family 
members, people from all parties have 
got behind me right from the beginning. 
I am feeling a tad overwhelmed with their 
support – but I am excited at the same 
time. I am excited about what is to come. 
This is like a big family and I am looking 
forward to working with them in the 
months and years ahead.”

Joining him at the election night 
party were his 
wife, Audrey, their 
children, and 
Ballard’s mother, 
Dawn. For Dawn, 
it was an evening 
of  excitement but 
not altogether 
unexpected. 

“As a young boy, 
his Kindergarten 
teacher told me 
Chris was going 
to go very far in 
life,” said the proud 
mom. “That’s true. 
He was very serious 
for his age. I can’t 
say anything more 
than how exciting 
this is. He has 
worked very hard 
for it, been on 
Aurora Council 
for four years, and 
has always been 
involved in the 
community, kept 
an eye on what is 
going on and keeps 
involved in things.”

Similar views 
were expressed 
by Audrey, who 
said she had 
been “nervous all 
day” but that was 
quickly giving way 
to excitement. 

“ W h e n 
tomorrow hits, it 
will likely be with 
a little more reality, 
but it has been a lot 
of  work and we have 
had a lot of  fun,” 
said Ms. Ballard of  

the lead-up to Thursday. “This election 
was a little bit different because of  the 
level of  commitment and volunteerism. 
People have been wonderful, so helpful, 
and we wouldn’t have been able to do it 
without them. 

“[Chris and I] have been through so 
many things over our lifetime and this is 
just one more adventure!”

While Ballard’s win in Newmarket-
Aurora was decisive, it was even more so 
for Kathleen Wynne, who was elected not 
only with a majority, but also earning a 
footnote in history by being Ontario’s first 

duly elected female 
premier. This, 
Ballard said, was 
not particularly 
surprising to him 
as the more he 
knocked on doors, 
the more he heard 
people liked Ms. 
Wynne and “liked 
her sense of  
optimism.”

“I am humbled 
that the people 
of  Newmarket-
Aurora have 
put their faith 
in myself  and 

Kathleen and I 
am going to be 
a strong voice 
for all of  us at 
Queen’s Park,” 
said Ballard. 

By Brock Weir

Last Thursday’s election results 
might not have been what she 
had hoped for, but Progressive 
Conservative candidate Jane Twinney 
has no regrets about what unfolded. 

As she looks back at the campaign 
that was, she thinks about the people, 
particularly the volunteers, who 
spent “countless hours” dedicated 
to her campaign and put their lives 
on hold in support of  getting her to 
Queen’s Park. They are memories 
and relationships which will stick 
with her for a lifetime, she says. 

Over the seven weeks on the 
campaign trail, Ms. Twinney, a 
Newmarket Councillor, knocked 
on numerous doors in both 
municipalities, explained her 
platform – both skills she had under 
her belt, but which enabled her to 
step outside her comfort zone to get 
her message across. 

“I put myself  out there in 
situations I have never been in before, 
like debates, and it taught me what 
I needed to learn and which ways 
I could improve myself,” says Ms. 
Twinney. “I learned if  you can put 
your mind to it, you can do anything. 
Even though we didn’t win, even if  I 
didn’t know the outcome, I wouldn’t 
take it back and not done it. It was an 
experience that is unique and until 
you have actually done it, I have been 
a municipal candidate, but this level 
was very intense.”

That intensity, she says, came 
from just what one campaigns for. At 
the municipal level, one truly puts 
themselves out there, explains to 
voters what they believe in, and shows 
what they, as an individual can do at 
the Council table. As a provincial 
candidate, things are quite different. 
Although one ultimately subscribes 
to the party’s platform, the campaign 
becomes about much more than the 
individual. 

“People look at you differently,” 
says Ms. Twinney. “People would 
look at me and say, ‘Jane, I love you, 
I support you, but I can’t support 
this party.’ Then, there were people 
who would say, ‘I am supporting you 
because of  your party’ even if  they 
didn’t really know me.”

It was a relatively brief,  
but extraordinarily contentious 
road leading Ms. Twinney to be 
Newmarket-Aurora’s Progressive 
Conservative candidate. After Frank 
Klees announced he would not seek 
re-election, Ms. Twinney was the first 
candidate out of  the gate to formally 
declare her candidacy. She was 
quickly followed by fellow Newmarket 
Councillor Maddie di Muccio and, 
later, Aurora resident (and Auroran 
columnist) Stephen Somerville. 

The race took a dramatic turn, 
however, with social media sniping, a 
decision made by the PC party to deny 
Ms. di Muccio’s candidacy, and, later, 
Mr. Somerville dropping out of  the 
race citing threats to himself  and his 
family. Through it all, Ms. Twinney 
said she tried to stay above the fracas 
and stay the course. 

“We knocked on thousands and 
thousands of  doors and people who 

came out and supported me were 
people who have been a part of  the 
party forever and ever, long-time 
supporters, and at the end of  the 
day, whatever happened had nothing 
to do with me,” says Ms. Twinney 
when asked if  she found support for 
her among the party faithful what 
it ought to be. “I was there to run a 
nomination race and, unfortunately, 
[the race] didn’t happen. I just carried 
on.”

Carrying on after securing her 
nomination through acclamation 
in March, just a day after Chris 
Ballard also won the Liberal nod 
through acclamation, the campaign 
began in earnest. With thousands of  
doors knocked, and countless steps 
taken, she is confident she and her 
supporters did all they could to keep 
Newmarket-Aurora a Tory blue.

“I don’t think anything we could 
have done differently would have 
changed the outcome,” she says. 
“Coming down to the last week, I 
just wish I had a little bit more time 
because I hadn’t gotten to every single 
door, but I worked as hard as I could. I 
was out every single day, all day long, 
and I wouldn’t change a thing.”

But, would she have changed any of  
her platform planks while pounding 
the pavement? Probably not. Looking 
ahead, Ms. Twinney says the reality 
is that cuts of  100,000 public sector 
employees proposed by her now 
former party leader Tim Hudak 
will become a reality Ontarians 
will inevitably have to face. She 
admits that was probably the biggest 
stumbling block. 

“It scared people and it scared 
people who worked in the public 
sector,” says Ms. Twinney. “If  you 
have 1.2 million people who are in 
the public sector, you are not just 
appealing to the 100,000 jobs that are 
going to be cut, you are appealing to 
1.2 million people and their families. 
It didn’t matter who you spoke to, 
obviously someone who was very 
secure in their position and was 
definitely not going to lose their jobs, 
had this fear. The stumbling block 
was the messaging that got across 
and I had to explain it at the doors, 
which was quite time consuming. 

“Going forward over the next 
four years, there are going to be 
public sector job losses and they are 
probably going to be close to that 
100,000 mark, if  not at least that. It is 
going to happen anyway, [Hudak] was 
honest about it, and I guess we paid 
the price.”

At the end of  the day, however, 
every cloud has its silver lining. 
As she returns to her work as a 
Newmarket Councillor, she is taking 
the next few months to consider her 
future. In the meantime, she says, the 
great thing about the campaign was 
getting to know Aurora better.

“I got to know the community 
better, the lay of  the land, I got to 
meet so many more Aurora residents, 
so it broadened my horizons out of  
Newmarket because I have been so 
focused on here. That was fortunate 
and in the years to come I will be able 
to enjoy spending much more time in 
Aurora as well.” 
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Jobs plan was stumbling block for 
campaign, says Jane Twinney

Ballard looks to Moraine following election

Jane Twinney, seen here with her husband Joe and gesturing to her nine-year-old 
son Michael, addresses supporters at Aw, Shucks!, following Thursday’s election.

 Auroran photo by David Falconer

MPP-elect Chris Ballard, and campaign 
manager Cathy Gapp, excitedly monitor 
their photos as the CBC projected Bal-
lard as the winner in Newmarket-Auro-
ra. Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 19, 2014              Page 7

From page 1

Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels 
in surgery or that 
robotic instruments 
would build cars; you 
may not have believed 
it. By the same token, 
would you believe that 
chiropractic treatments 
could be performed 
using a special hand-
held instrument 
developed by NASA 
scientists, all while 
you were sitting in 
an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way that 
was never before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” He 
says that  “Even though traditional forms of  
adjusting also work, people are drawn to this 
new technique because of  how gentle it is 
and does not involve any twisting, especially 

in the neck. Many people 
love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because they 
are scared to have their 
spines adjusted in that 
way,” says Dr. Eastman. 
Now, there is no longer 
a reason to be leary. The 
ProAdjuster is perfect 
for anyone who has been 
thinking about going to a 
chiropractor, but hasn’t 
yet made that decision. Dr. 
Eastman wants everyone 
to be able to experience 
these same benefits and 
if  you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

to confirm to his satisfaction that the 
Candidate is still qualified to hold office 
before his or her name is submitted to 
Council for approval.”

In this case, that ninth place finisher 
is Stephen Granger, who served in the 
2006 – 2010 term of  Council, but was 
beaten to that coveted eighth place by 
Councillor Paul Pirri by just 21 votes 
following a recount. 

Although there are no restrictions 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe and the remaining 
seven Councillors can place on 
whomever they choose to fill Ballard’s 
place, there is a sense from the many of  
the members that they want someone 
with experience around the Council 
table and preferably not someone who is 
planning to put their names forward for 
election on October 27. 

MAYOR DAWE
“Given that I was a major proponent 

in having a by-election the last time 
Council had a vacant seat, which was 
a wide-open process and certainly 
transparent, whatever we do will be as 
open and transparent as possible,” said 
Mayor Dawe.

60 days to fill that spot is, he said, a 
relatively short period of  time, but 
there is enough time to gather a list of  
applicants and interested parties similar 
in a way they would fill a vacancy on a 
citizen advisory committee. 

“You might have someone who has 
been a former Councillor and has no 
desire to run again, but would be willing 
to sit for a couple of  months, at least 
have experience in dealing with reports, 
and having a sense of  the situation,” he 
added. “[Appointing someone already 
considering a council run] would, in my 
opinion, be giving an unfair advantage.”

JOHN ABEL

Councillor Abel agreed with the 
principle of  an unfair advantage and 
said as it is so close to the end of  the 
term, appointing someone who is 
familiar with how things are done, such 
as an ex-Councillor, would be beneficial. 

“It should be very transparent and 
it should be someone with experience 
filling the role, familiar with the 
role, but not going to take advantage 
of  increasing their visibility in the 
upcoming election,” he said.

MICHAEL THOMPSON
Although his preference too would 

be someone familiar with the role, he 
said he welcomed further discussion 
around the Council table to get the ins 
and outs of  the ideal person for the 
appointment and the rules around that. 
Looking for a guarantee that they would 
not put themselves forward for election 
later was something he said should be 
discussed, but he was skeptical whether 
any assurances could be made in that 
regard.

“I don’t want to give anyone unfair 
advantage going into the next election 
but we have to figure out what this 
process is going to look like,” he said. 
“I want to make sure that it is open and 
transparent, and people aren’t going to 
second-guess Council.”

EVELYN BUCK
From Councillor Evelyn Buck’s 

perspective, no Council has the 
authority to ask prospective candidates 
for any kinds of  assurances. She added 
each Councillor will have their own 
ideas and reasons for whichever option 
– and candidate – they might push for. 

“It couldn’t be an objective choice,” 
said Councillor Buck, noting her two 
preferred candidates would be Marsh, 
and former councillor (and Auroran 
columnist) Alison Collins-Mrakas 

because she has a “great deal of  respect 
for their competence and integrity.” “I 
don’t believe Council has the right to 
ask anyone not to commit to being a 
candidate. I have seen it happen in the 
City of  Toronto that someone has been 
chosen on the basis they wouldn’t run 
in the next election and they did. There 
are no requirements for anyone to agree 
and we don’t have the legal authority to 
do it, either.”

SANDRA HUMFRYES
Ahead of  this week’s meeting, 

Councillor Humfryes is undecided on 
who a possible replacement should be, 
or if  she has a preference on whether 
or not the October election should be a 
factor. At this point, her main concern is 
finding someone who can hit the ground 
running. 

“I hope that we can have, for the 
last mile of  our term, someone who is 
really going to be able to pitch in, be up 
on the latest issues and projects, so we 
can really gain that synergy with that 
individual and keep things moving,” 
she says. “It has to be an individual 
who has kept up with what is going on 
and interested in moving our business 
forward.”

WENDY GAERTNER
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, along 

with Councillor Buck, are the only 
two members of  the 2006 – 2010 term 
of  Council left standing from the time 
when Marsh’s vacancy had to be filled. 
In her view, that Council’s decision to 
appoint the next runner-up was the 
right one then, and the right one now. 

“I would just go right down the list 
of  people like we did with John Gallo,” 
she said. “We can’t hold an election, I 
definitely don’t think it is appropriate 
to appoint someone, so what are the 
choices? Anybody who is in the seat 

might be perceived to have an unfair 
advantage. According to the democratic 
process, I can’t think of  a more 
democratic way to fill that seat than to 
go from who the electors voted for the 
last time to be in this term of  office.”

HAVE YOUR SAY: Since a by-election 
is not an option in this case, how do 
you think Council should fill Ballard’s 
vacancy? Who is your ideal candidate? Is 
there anyone you would like to see return 
to the Council table to finish off  the 
remaining few months of  the 2010 – 2014 
term of  Council? Send your thoughts to 
letters@auroran.com. 

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub:
Fri., June 20  Billik
Sat., June 21  Bad Dogs

Fri., June 27  6’-5”
Sat., June 28  Backstage Pass

Valet Parking $5  For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

Both patios
NOW OPEN

NDP’s Duff kept important issues from being lost in the shuffle
By Jeff Doner

When Newmarket – Aurora NDP 
candidate Angus Duff  threw his hat 
in the mix to run in the provincial 
election, he knew it would be a tough 
battle.

As the results came rolling through 
on election night last week, he said he 
was hoping for a bit more support for 
the NDP all around, but was pleased 
with what he found while canvassing 
through his riding.

“I’m pleasantly surprised that 
Newmarket – Aurora is being restored to 
a more socially conscious government 
than has existed through a PC held seat 
for the past period of  time,” he said. 
“These results are positive for me in 
that respect, but would I have liked to 
have seen a better showing from the 
NDP? Obviously yes, but we’ll have to 
see how things finish out.”

This was Duff’s first time running 
for election and he was confident that 
he and his team did what they set out 
to do by reminding the other parties 
that issues like poverty and housing 
costs are critical issues in Newmarket – 
Aurora that need to be addressed.

“I think we did a great job of  keeping 
social issues on the agenda that 
otherwise would have been forgotten 
in this election,” he explained. “We 
reinforced the message that things like 
education and child care are important 
issues that need to be addressed in this 
community.”

That message resonated with 
15-year-old Sterling Mancuso, a student 
at Pickering College, who joined Duff’s 
campaign team as a volunteer.

Mancuso said he has been interested 
in politics for quite some time and 
wanted to take it to the next level by 
gaining some valuable experience.

“The election came and this 
opportunity came along and I thought 

it was a great time to get involved,” he 
said. “The experience has been great. 
I’ve done a lot of  canvassing door-to-
door, I have had the chance to speak 
with a lot of  interesting people in the 
area and it has just been a really great 
experience and I have learned a lot 
about how to run a campaign.”

With Duff  coming in behind Liberal 
candidate Chris Ballard and PC 
candidate Jane Twinney, Mancuso said 
he is hoping things continue to go up 
for the NDP from there.

He is looking to stay on to help out 
with next year’s federal election and 
will also continue to stay active with 
the local NDP riding association.

Surrounded by his small, but rowdy 
team, Duff  gave them full credit for 
helping him run his campaign.

“They were great,” he said. “I 
had a team made up of  seasoned 
NDP supporters who have been in 
campaigns as far back as 30 years ago, 
I had some New Democrats who have 
only been with us for a while and I’ve 
had some others who just joined with 
this campaign. Everybody pulled their 
weight, pitched in when needed and 
I certainly couldn’t have done this 
without my team.”

Duff  said the experience was very 
positive overall, but also said he learned 
some valuable lessons while on his first 
campaign.

“The primary lesson that came from 
this, I came on to the campaign two 
weeks late, and so there was a lot of  
learning that went on, so preparations 
for the next campaign will have to 
start much earlier,” he said, before 
addressing whether or not he would 
stick around to run again.

“We’ll have to wait and see. It was fun 
and it has been an honour to represent 
the voice of  social democrats, it’s been 
an honour to represent the NDP and I 
will consider it for the future.”

60 day window to fill Council vacancy could begin Tuesday

The Liberals not only swept into 
Newmarket-Aurora last week with 
the support of  the majority of  local 
voters, there was a similar sentiment 
expressed by future voters in Aurora as 
well.

In elections held in 19 elementary 
and secondary schools in Newmarket-
Aurora, Liberal Chris Ballard won 
34.1 per cent of  the vote, followed 
by Progressive Conservative Jane 
Twinney with 18 per cent. Green Party 
candidate Andrew Roblin was next 
with 15.84 per cent of  the vote, followed 
by Angus Duff  of  the NDP with 14.78 
per cent

For more on the youth vote in 
Newmarket-Aurora, please see Page 20.

Newmarket-
Aurora youth 
vote Liberal  
as well

NDP candidate Angus Duff marks the end of the campaign with family and  
supporters at Jonathan’s Restaurant. 	               Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Brock Weir

Lapel buttons were the only things distinguishing 
congregations as members of  Aurora United Church 
and Trinity Anglican Church turned out in the hundreds 
on Sunday morning to collectively give thanks to the 
community. 

Sunday’s outdoor service, gathered around the band 
shell, was a way not just for the two congregations to 
give thanks to the community as they embarked on 
their unlikely journey together after fire ripped through 
Aurora United, but also to celebrate their newfound 
friendship and relationships with the Town at large. 

Lead by Reverends Dawn Davis and Ian Martin of  
Trinity, along with Andy Comar and Lorraine Newton- 
Comar of  Aurora United, the two churches unveiled 
their vision of  “#Room4U2.”

“This is the new banner that will be in front of  79 
Victoria Street, so that everyone who goes by can know 
that on this step in our journey we are cohabitating,” 
said Davis, noting she hoped the hashtag would start 
a conversation on their new joint mission. “When you 
look at it, we are really so blessed and we have so much. 
Just moving over and making room for each other, there 
is still, amazingly, room for all.”

Sunday’s service drove home that message, first to 
kids, likening the new relationship to making the first 
tentative new steps towards a prospective new friend 
at summer camp. You might not know each other right 
away, they said, but given time you can become fast 
friends. 

To the adults as well, this journey was traumatised 
by two congregants from each community finding 
themselves converging from opposite sides of  a collective 
path. For them, their message was they were stronger 
moving forward together. 

Delivering the homily for the day was Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, who was praised by the two churches 
for his response to the fire in its immediate aftermath, 
continuing through today. When asked to deliver the 
homily, Mayor Dawe said he initially wondered what 
he had gotten himself  into, but soon found inspiration 
in the words of  people reflecting on how faith helped 
them through their struggle. Among these works was 
“Thou Shalt Not Hate”, written by a man living in the 
Gaza Conflict whose three daughters were killed by an 
artillery shell, while a fourth made an arduous recovery. 

“I don’t know how an incident like that could not 
turn you into a fanatical hater, ready, willing and 
able to do harm to anyone at any time in any place,” 
said Mayor Dawe. “Yet, he rose above that. It was his 
response to the tragedy that made new and won him 
humanitarian awards. Instead of  seeking revenge, or 

sinking into hatred, he called on the people in the Region 
to start talking to each other. His deepest hope is that his 
daughters will be the ‘last sacrifice on the road to peace.’”

The man’s faith, he said was a “staff” to help them 
on their journey, and parallels could be found with 
Aurora United Church. As a “revered piece” of  Aurora’s 
history, “and a critical thread in the fabric of  our Town”, 
a number of  people in the community, regardless of  
religion, were touched by its loss, he said. 

“A building steeped in tradition that was violently 
removed from our landscape and now the conversation 
centres on how to move forward,” said Mayor Dawe. 
“I have been quite heartened by those conversations. 
Conversations very much show how the residents of  
Aurora of  all faiths, all walks of  like, wanted to help 
their neighbours. They were conversations that lead 
to Trinity Anglican and AUC coming together to share 
the worship space and, today, share worship. They were 
conversations which showed Aurora is a community of  
faith.

“In preparing this, I reflected a lot on those 
conversations, the demonstration of  character, courage 
and conviction, and a testament to the true meaning of  
our community and our faith. In the midst of  an unfolding 
tragedy, these conversations 
provided hope, inspiration and 
optimism. You set a brilliant 
example of  what it means to be 
a good neighbour and for your 
giving our community is a much 
better place.”

The theme of  the “journey” 
was one which resonated 
throughout the service. Near 
the end, Newton-Comar told 
those in attendance that 
although there are many 
ways in which their two 
denominations will remain 
separate, there are bigger 
things at play.

“From the time we have 
been called to travel on this 
path together, we will share 
strengths and vulnerabilities,” 
she said. “We will offer support 
and care. We will be challenged 
to share, grow and love.”

Following her words, those 
wearing the lapel buttons of  
their respective congregations 
traded them with others as a 
symbol of  unity.
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For more promotions 
visit our showroom or website

Needs...

√  Installation 
√  Wax Paper 
√   Transition 
√  1/4” Round 
√  Delivery!

With: FREE: 

FINISH YOUR BASEMENT
It’s the right time 

and the right price!

Red Oak 1/4

Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Susan Crawford
elping buyers and sellers make “informed” decisions for over 20 years...

416.726.2289  •  scrawford@bosleyrealestate.com

HH

416-481-6137

B R O K E R

Brokerage

(L) Hundreds filled Town Park on Sunday for a sunny thanksgiving service, hosted jointly by Aurora United Church and Trinity 
Anglican, to mark the coming together of their two congregations following April’s fire. (C) Mayor Geoffrey Dawe delivered 
the homily at the service. (R) Reverends Dawn Davis, Andy Comar, Lorraine Newton-Comar, and Ian Martin delivered messag-
es of unity. 									                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Journey of Aurora United and Trinity leads hundreds  
to Town Park to say thanks

Two years of hair care leaves 
lasting legacy at Regency Acres P.S.

By Brock Weir

Some people mock the amount of  
time it takes for people these days to 
get their hair just right before setting 
out for the day. 

Gel, mousse, pomades, 
straighteners, and any variety of  
curling devices are regular pieces in 
the hair care arsenal, but for many 
Grade 8 students at Regency Acres 
Public School, their two years of  
careful primping has not just been 
about looking their personal best – 
others have a very important stake in 
their manes. 

Students will gather at Regency 
Acres next Wednesday, June 25, as 
the Grade 8 girls, along with students 
from other grades, and some students 
from Aurora High School, line up 
to get their waist-length hair cut in 
a threefold event designed to raise 
money and awareness for cancer 
research, and to provide hair that 
will be put towards wigs for people 

undergoing cancer treatment.
It was an initiative spearheaded in 

the school by Alice Sandiford when 
she was in Grade One. Now on the 
cusp of  graduating from Grade 8 to 
attend Unionville’s Bill Carruthers 
Secondary School in September, this 
event will be one to remember. 

“The last two years have been all 
about growing my hair and taking 
very good care of  it,” says Alice. “It 
is actually harder than it seems. For 
starters, you can’t straighten it a lot, 
or curl it a lot, or heat it a lot, because 
it kills your hair and you have to do 
lots of  treatments on it, including oil.”

She will be joined at the event by 
fellow Grade 8 student Carly Blaser, 
who first got involved in the initiative 
as a Grade 6 student. As they prepare 
to leave Regency, although they hope 
the event continues, they view this as 
something of  a grand finale, laying 
the groundwork on what hopefully 
will be a legacy for the school.

Continued on page 19

(L) Hundreds filled Town Park on 
Sunday for a sunny thanksgiving 
Students Alice Sandiford and Carly 
Blaser show off two years of growth 
before it all gets cut off on Wednes-
day. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

For the latest information, visit us at GMC.gm.ca, drop by your local GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. *Offer applies to the purchase of 2014 GMC (Sierra 1500 Double Cab 2WD 1SA+G80/GMC Terrain 3SA). ▼Based on a 48 month lease for 2014 GMC Acadia 3SA. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, 
$0.16 per excess kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Monthly/Bi-Weekly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $3,188 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation is $20,728. Option to purchase at lease end is $17,570. Excess wear and tear and km charges not 
included. Other lease options available. ◆$4,000 /$500/$1000 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 Double Cab/2014 GMC Terrain/GMC Acadia and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. ◆◆$400 
/$1,350 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) 2014 GMC Sierra 1500 Double Cab/2014 GMC Terrain and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Such credit is available only for cash purchase and by selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing such credit which will result in higher 
effective interest rates. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. */▼/◆/◆◆/***Freight & PDI, ($1,695/$1,600/$1,600), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 new 
or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario BuickGMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which 
may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ††2014 Sierra 1500 SLT Double Cab 4WD with GAT, MSRP with freight PDI & levies $52,599. 2014 Acadia SLT, MSRP with freight 
PDI & levies $46,639. Dealers are free to set individual prices. †Comparison based on 2013 Polk segmentation: Compact SUV and latest competitive data available and based on the maximum legroom available. ®Bluetooth is a registered trademark of Bluetooth SIG Inc. ¥Offer available to retail customers in Canada 
between June 3, 2014 and June 30, 2014. Applies to new 2014 Chevrolet, Buick and GMC models, 2015 Chevrolet Silverado and GMC Sierra HD Pickups and 2015 GMC Yukon, Chevrolet Tahoe and Suburban models, at participating dealers in Canada, excluding Chevrolet Corvette and all Cadillac models. Employee price 
excludes license, insurance, registration, dealer administration fee, fees associated with filing at movable property registry/PPSA fees, duties, and taxes. Dealer may sell for less. Dealer order or trade may be required. Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. GMCL may modify, extend or 
terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without notice. See dealer for details. ¥¥Offer valid from June 3 to June 30, 2014 (the “Program Period”). Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible pickup truck that has been registered and insured in Canada in 
the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $1,000 Truck Owner Bonus credit towards the lease or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche, GMC Sierra; or a $2,000 Truck Owner Bonus credit towards the cash purchase of an eligible 2013/2014 Chevrolet Silverado, 
Avalanche, GMC Sierra. Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible Pontiac, Saturn, Saab, Oldsmobile, Cobalt and HHR that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive $1,000 Bonus credit 
towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2013/2014 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC model; or a $2,000 Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. Only one (1) credit may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable 
to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. The $1,000/$2,000 credit includes HST/GST/QST/PST as applicable by province. As part of the transaction, 
dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership for the previous consecutive six months. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your 
GM dealer for details. ‡The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring 
system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 KMs, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash 
and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details.

160,000 KM/5-YEAR
▲ Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

TO GUARANTEE OUR 
QUALITY, WE BACK IT

POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲Visit us at: GMC.GM.CA

EVERY   NE
YOU PAY WHAT WE PAY¥

INTRODUCING

INCLUDES: •  AIR CONDITIONING •  6-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• BLUETOOTH® WITH USB • TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY 
• POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS • BEST-IN-CLASS REAR SEAT LEGROOM†

2014 TERRAIN
EMPLOYEE PRICE 

$26,812*
CASH PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & 
$1,850 COMBINED CREDITS.◆/◆◆

2014 SIERRA 
DOUBLE CAB
EMPLOYEE PRICE 

$24,778*
1SA 2WD CASH PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, 
PDI, LEVIES, $4,400 COMBINED CREDITS◆/◆◆ & $2,000 
TRUCK OWNER BONUS.¥¥

2014 BEST NEW PICKUP

SIERRA ALL-TERRAIN DOUBLE CAB SHOWN††

TERRAIN SLE-1 SHOWN

ACADIA SLT SHOWN WITH AVAILABLE EQUIPMENT††

PLUS  ALL 2014 GMC MODELS INCLUDE GMC PRO-GRADE PROTECTION 
WITH COMPLIMENTARY OIL CHANGES FOR 2 YEARS/40,000 KM‡

EMPLOYEE PRICING AVAILABLE ON TERRAIN, ACADIA, YUKON AND ALL SIERRA’s

INCLUDES: •  BLUETOOTH® WITH USB • TOUCHSCREEN DISPLAY
• AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION • POWER WINDOWS & LOCKS
• 8 PASSENGER SEATING • AIR CONDITIONING

2014 ACADIA
EMPLOYEE LEASE 

$169@2.9%
BI-WEEKLY FOR 48 MONTHS◆. $3,188 DOWN PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY 
DEPOSIT. INLCUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $1,000 CREDIT◆.
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By Brock Weir

Since restoration work was completed, 
Aurora’s Petch House has been perched proudly, 
reconstructed log by log behind the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre – but just sitting there for nearly a year 
awaiting a purpose. 

The next chapter in the long life of  the log 
cabin could start to gain some clarity this week as 
Council examines suggestions from the public, and 
Town Staff, on just what should be done with the 
building. 

Considered one of  the oldest buildings in what 
is now Aurora, the Petch Log House started life in 
the Township of  Whitchurch in the 1840s. Since 
that time, over the subsequent century and a half, 
time, and Aurora’s boundaries, ultimately caught 
up with the house, and its history was folded into 
that of  our Town. 

Eventually, however, the land it was sitting on 
was poised to be redeveloped by Smart Centres into 
Walmart and for nearly a decade, it sat precariously 
on a rack, mouldering, and open to the elements on 
Leslie Street, awaiting its fate. 

The last Council ultimately voted to restore the 
building log by log to its present location, but since 
its unveiling and rededication last year, it has sat 
there empty, without plumbing, wiring, or a second 
floor that would be up to code, until a possible use 
could be determined. 

Although a possible determination was likely to 
be a couple of  weeks away, Councillors will have an 
early crack at figuring what to do with the empty 
building this week, prompted by questions raised 
at Council last week from Councillor Evelyn Buck. 

Councillor Buck said she was hoping to bring 
forward her own idea for the building last week, 
but was ultimately unable to get it on the Council 
agenda in time. Her idea, she said, was to turn the 
building into something akin to a wedding chapel, 
suitable not just for weddings, but also rustic 
wedding photos, all within a stone’s throw of  the 
Seniors’ Centre hall which could be used both for 
washroom facilities and, following the ceremony, a 
suitable banqueting hall. 

That use, she said, would require little to no 
alteration to the Petch Log House as it stands 
today. Amenities of  the Seniors’ Centre would be 
close enough for use, and it would take advantage 
of  what she views as an underused professional 

catering kitchen.
“I had hoped we would be able to persuade 

Council to consider an idea since none of  us have 
put any ideas forward, that Council might be 
receptive to this idea, which is something I can’t 
see any fault with whatsoever,” Councillor Buck 
told Councillors last week. “I [understand] Mr. 
Downey has something similar in mind along 
those lines. I think people need an explanation 
of  why there is nothing more going on with the 
building.”

At the time, Aurora CAO Neil Garbe said staff  
had a list of  ideas collected from the public, staff, 
and committees, and were working on compiling 
them into a report which would evaluate each 
option by the required work which would need to 
be carried out in the building to make each idea a 
reality.

Since the bare-bones list was ready to go, he 
said it could be brought forward for discussion 
this week.

The ideas for Petch House in the subsequent 
report include a Community Non-Profit meeting 
room, a rental facility for small receptions 
“including bridal showers and fundraisers”, a 
rental facility for yoga, tai-chi, qui-gong classes, 
and art exhibitions, a place to sell hand-made 
Aurora crafts, an Aurora Heritage Centre 
with exhibits, seminars and possible events in 
conjunction with the Aurora Historical Society 
and Aurora Cultural Centre, as a hub for various 
environmental initiatives, and an “old time tea 
room or saloon with finger snacks.”

An additional suggestion 
has an idea to relocate the 
log cabin to behind the 
Aurora Retirement Centre 
on Murray Drive “for access 
to water lines and seniors.”

On the staff  side, they 
have put forward a number 
of  suggestions including 
storage space, leased 
commercial use, a tourism 
information centre, the 
wedding option, a rest stop 
for hikers and walkers, a 
daycare facility, and even a 
home for the Aurora Sport 
Hall of  Fame, among others. 
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After nearly a year, Council set to get down to business 
determining use for PetchHouse

LBP student’s cancer fundraiser 
exceeds all expectations

By Brock Weir

As hundreds of  his schoolmates, 
their parents, and his own mom and dad 
proudly looked on, cheering “Jakob! 
Jakob! Jakob!,” Grade 4 student Jakob 
Israel didn’t even wince as the hair 
stylist approached him with a buzzing 
pair of  shears.

After cultivating his mane for the 
better part of  a year, he was ready to 
see it go – if  only to fulfil a personal goal 
and to make a significant difference in 
the lives of  people in the community.

Jakob was shorn at the final 
Touchstone Assembly of  the year at 
Lester B. Pearson Public School.

Jakob was a long way from earlier 
this year when he approached his 
principal, Arin Otis, with an idea. 

“I asked him what he specifically 
wanted to do, and Jakob said he wanted 
to raise money for cancer research,” 
Mr. Otis proudly told the crowd on 
Monday afternoon. “I told him it was a 
great idea and gave him some pointers. 
Some of  the students in the audience 
here have done some great fundraising 
and I told him, ‘Jakob, it requires a lot 
of  time and dedication. What is your 
goal?’ He said his goal was to raise 
$1,000 for cancer research, which is a 
pretty lofty goal.”

Through the support of  the school, 
the school community, his family and 
friends, Jakob quickly made mincemeat 
of  that “lofty goal”. By the time 
Danyal Habibi of  Yellow Orange Salon 
approached the stage, clippers in hand, 
he had ultimately raised a whopping 
$5,600 for the Canadian Cancer Society.

Over the last few months, through 
colourful posters in the hallways, 
word of  mouth, and a mobilized web 

presence, the students were eagerly 
anticipating what was about to happen 
and as they chanted his name, they 
were up on their feet cheering and 
clapping as each brown lock fell to the 
floor. 

When it was all said and done, a 
beaming Jakob rubbed his newfound 
scalp stubble and bent over to grab a few 
handfuls of  his hair almost to assure 
himself  that his mop was well and truly 
gone, and the Canadian Cancer Society 
was nearly $6,000 further on their path 
towards a cure for cancer.

“Thank you to Mr. Otis, Mme. 
Stanley, the school, and especially to my 
mom, dad, grandparents, and my little 
brother, Harry,” said Jakob. “Without 
them, none of  this would have been 
possible. Next year, everybody can 
join in and let’s make this a bigger and 
better event. Go LBP!”

Following the haircut, and the 
presentation of  the cheque, Karen 
Beaulieu, Fundraising Coordinator 
for the Canadian Cancer Society 
(Holland River Unit) presented him 
with a certificate of  appreciation 
for a fundraiser that exceeded 
everyone’s wildest dreams. 

“I hadn’t met Jakob prior to 
today, but his father dropped by the 
office and said he wanted to do a 
fundraiser with a goal of  $1,000,” she 
said. “I just can’t believe you raised 
$5,600! It is just amazing. It is people 
like Jakob that help us raise money 
for cancer research, programs 
and services that we provide the 
Society, so, Jakob, you are really a 
great example of  a youngster doing 
such a great job and thinking of  the 
Canadian Cancer Society. I can’t 
thank you enough.”

It was all worth it for student 
Jakob Israel on Monday as his 
head shave raised over $5,600 
for cancer research.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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June is always a crazy month 
for everyone and this year is 
especially crazy for me because Grade 
8 graduation is just around the 
corner. I have had time to reflect 
and to think about what gradua-
tion and Pickering College means 
to me, and how much my school 
has done for me throughout my 
first eight years. One of the most 
important messages that my 
Quaker-based school encourages 
all of our students to live by is to 
leave the world a better and more 
beautiful place than the way we 
found it.

As I reflect back on what I have 
learned, I understand what this 
means and why I find it important, both 
now and in the future. I understand 
that you don’t have to perform one 
extraordinary action to make 
a difference in the world, but by 
performing one minor action, you 
can make as much of an impact as an 
extraordinary one.  

Leaving the world a better place 
than when we found it can be sim-
ple if we understand that by not 
throwing a wrapper on the beach, 
we can start making the world a 
better and more beautiful place.  
But we don’t have to make it better 
just through helping the environ-
ment!  We can join together with-
in our communities and support 
one another.  If we all join togeth-
er and respect each other and our 
communities, we can make the world 
a more beautiful place with just a 
simple smile to a stranger.  

Pickering College has inspired 
me in many ways, but never more 
so than now because I am inspired 
to make a difference!  A simple 
example of this is, last week I 
noticed that the hill was covered in 
freezie wrappers from Sports Day. 
Our school janitor began to clean 
them up but then all it took was two 
students to start picking up a few 
wrappers and then everyone joined 
in and the hill was cleaned!

It doesn’t take much to make 
a change, to make an impact and to 
inspire others.  So why don’t we join 
together and respect one another 
and our environment!  

From one Aurora teen to another, 
I challenge our teens to hold the 
door for the next hockey Dad 
carrying the heavy bag into the 
community centre, to hold on to 
your freezie wrapper until the next 
garbage at the soccer fields and to 
offer to return a shopping cart for 
a mother who has just loaded her 
groceries and is struggling with her 
child’s car seat. 

It is through ordinary actions we 
can create extraordinary change! 

Michael Eichenbaum is just about to 
fi nish grade nine at King City Secondary 
School and he is looking forward to spend-
ing more time this summer doing what he 
loves and that is skateboarding.

He claims his friends turned him onto 
the sport last year and he has been 
seeking out skate parks in the Aurora, King 
City, Newmarket, Markham and even 
Toronto area. He is very interested in it. “I 
love it a lot” said Eichenbaum, “it gets your 
energy going a lot faster than a video 
game”. 

He will also be spending time at a 
family cottage in Huntsville this summer, but 
admits he has found a skate park there as 
well.   

He along with fi ve other students takes 
a bus from Aurora to King City Secondary. 
“I am special needs” says Eichen-
baum.  “When I was in grade one, I was 
diagnosed with Aspergers Syndrome. 
When I found out I was scared at fi rst be-
cause I did not know what to think”, he 
stated.  “Since then, it has kind of gone away, 
because now I feel like a normal kid go-
ing to High School”. At King City he attends 
regular classes as well as learning strategies.  

“Aspergers is a very big social disorder” 
said Eichenbaum “I feel I have overcome 
that part of it, because I am making friends.”  
He credits his elementary school with 
helping him learn better social skills.    

Aspergers Syndrome is an Autism 
spectrum disorder, although most function 
quite well independently and intellectu-
ally and no two people with the disorder 

are exactly the same.  They tend to lack 
social queues and become engrossed 
with something, such as music or even 
skateboarding.  

Most people with Aspergers have an 
average and often an above average IQ.  
They just seem to know how to do things.  
Eichenbaum admits “I am really good 
at taking things apart and putting them 
back together and I am really good with 
computers”.  

He likes King City Secondary and now 
that the weather has become warmer he 
can go to the skate park in the town during 
his lunch break where he practices his 
jumps.  He seems to know where all the 
skate parks are “that’s what Google maps 
is for” said Eichenbaum with a smile on his 
face.  

“When I fi rst went to High School, I was 
really nervous, I had heard that it would 
be bad, but I have found that most people 
are really nice and some kids are not the 
greatest” said Eichenbaum .

When he talks about skateboarding, his 
eyes light up and he proudly shows the 
bumps and bruises that he has obtained 
from his endless practicing. He also has 
quite a collection of snapped boards that 
he has gone though. 

This fi fteen year old will be enjoying his 
summer. He will be doing what he loves to 
do, getting fresh air and exercise. Wouldn’t 
we all like to do that?

■ WRITTEN BY CHRIS MCGOWAN

Teen 
Challenge 

By 
KATE BESWICK, 
GRADE 8, 
LIVES IN AURORA 
AND ATTENDS 
PICKERING 
COLLEGE 
IN NEWMARKET

The Music students 
at Carter are doing it

– Photo By S.J. Mulholland

In the fi rst semester of this school year, her 
music class started by reaching out to World 
War II Vets.  At that time, Don Dempsey, 
a Naval Gunner was contacted by the 
students. 

Ellis-Mobbs, along with singer, song-
writer Glen Murray introduced the Memory 
Project, where they connect with vets and write 
inspirational songs that honour the subject.  The 
students in Ellis-Mobbs music class have be-
come an integral part of this project and have 
been challenged with writing songs that bring 
comfort and honour.  These songs are also help-
ing people with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and so much more.  

On Friday, June 6th, Ellis-Mobbs and for-
ty of her music students jumped on a bus and 
went to Sunnybrook hospital to entertain about 
two hundred Vets that live there.  Sunnybrook 
is the largest veteran’s care facility in Canada.  
They work closely with Veterans Affairs and 
offer long term hospital care to approximately 
fi ve hundred Vets from the second  world war 
and the Korean war.  The musical group from 
Carter entertained the Vets for an hour with 
a couple of swing songs from the World War II 
era along with other favourites.  

 “They have written fourteen songs in 

total this year” said Ellis-Mobbs.  “Some are 
solo piano numbers and some are heavy 
metal rock pieces” and the diversity of music is 
huge, but that is ok.  “They are all doing it” she 
said.  

They hosted a concert at the school on 
Monday June 16th and have released a 
CD as part of the Believe Project, which is 
a project about spreading love and good 
fortune in the form of inspirational quotes and in 
this case, inspirational songs that reach out to 
make others feel better.  

“We have invited Don Dempsey, Carol 
Collier and other members of the 
community that the students have reached out 
to with their music” said Ellis-Mobbs.  They are 
honouring and inspiring while they are writing 
and playing their music.  

Ellis-Mobbs music class is not just about 
music, it is about what music can do for 
others.  The students are expanding 
their horizons, looking at others’ needs 
and applying their musical skills.   Their 
extraordinary effort is being felt not just in the 
class room, but in the community itself and this 
program is expected to be held at Carter for next 
year as well.  

■ WRITTEN BY CHRIS MCGOWAN

With MichaelSKATE   BOARDING

The music program at Cardinal Carter, which is run by Dawn Ellis-Mobbs, is not 
what you would consider average.  She has been teaching for ten years, two of 
which have been at Carter and she has introduced a program that involves reach-
ing out to others.  In her spare time, she attends Wilfred Laurier University herself 
as a student who is obtaining her Master’s Degree in Community Music. 

– Photo By Brock Weir
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The Aurora Jays Minor Mosquito Rep. 
Baseball team travelled to London, ON this 
month for their first tournament of  the season, 
hosted by the London Baseball Association. 

After a slow start in their first game on 
the afternoon of  Friday, June 9, and initially 
trailing 9-0 after two innings, the Jays defence 
and offence kicked in and they rallied, 
continuing to chip away at the lead, eventually 
earning a win against the Port Hope River Rats, 
13-11.

Saturday morning was 
an early start and the 
Jays faced off  against 
the West London Tipcaps 
at 8 a.m., coming away 
with an 11-4 victory and 
securing a berth in the 
overall tournament semi-
final with two wins in the 
Divisional Round.

That afternoon, the Jays 
played the North Toronto 
Athletics.  Although they 
had secured a spot in the 
semi-final, the Jays needed a win to lock up the 
#1 seed coming out of  the Division.

After trailing 3-1 late in the game, the team 
dug down and came out with a 4-3 victory.  
The win earned the Jays the #1 seed from the 
Division with a 3-0 record and a berth in the 
semi-finals against the #2 seed from the other 
Division, the St. Thomas Cardinals, who had a 
record of  two wins and one loss.

The semi-final was played on Sunday 

morning and the Jays emerged victorious with 
an 8 - 6 victory and a berth in the tournament 
championship game against the #1 seed from 
the other division – the Georgetown Eagles – 
who were also undefeated and had steamrolled 
through their previous games in the tournament 
by an overall margin of  93-21.

The championship game was played mostly 
in the pouring rain. After four lead changes 
throughout the game, the Jays ultimately 

prevailed and won the 
game 13-11 and were the 
tournament champions 
with a 5-0 record.

The win will make for 
an entertaining rivalry 
as the Jays travel to 
Georgetown to play in the 
Eagles’ tournament on the 
weekend of  July 4 with 
Georgetown returning 
to play in the Jays’ 
tournament being held on 
the weekend of  July 18 in 
Aurora.

Congratulations to team members Spencer 
Thomson, Matt Gianforcaro, Dylan Vasilevski, 
Jakob Israel, Griffin Kinahan, Sam White, 
Aidan Edmunds, Claire Johnson, Matt Keiser, 
Josh McLeod, Brayden Baird, Ethan Sanchez, 
Bensen Moore and coaches Tammy Hicks, Todd 
White and Gord Baird for a well played, well 
coached and well deserved championship.

The Jays play their home games on Tuesday 
nights at 6.30 at Town Park.

Mosquito Jays take first tourney of the season

Father and twin sons spend Father’s Day 
eve relaying Moraine on water and on foot

By Jeff Doner

The Oak Ridges Trail Association (ORTA) had 
a fantastic showing for its eighth annual Moraine 
Adventure Relay Race, with 35 teams and hundreds 
of  participants in this year’s competition last 
weekend.

The event itself  is no small feat, as participants 
gave it their all across 160km of  the Oak Ridges 
Moraine Trail from Rice Lake [Cobourg], down to 
King City by canoe, on foot and by bicycle.

Mike Bender of  Aurora was the very first 
participant to cross the finish line at Seneca 
College’s King Campus on Dufferin Street.

Bender was with the team from the Toronto 
Region Conservation Authority, which included 
his 18-year-old twin sons, Eric and Neil.

The team finished first with a time of  nine hours 
and 24 minutes, with Bender starting out the first 
leg in the canoe, running 10.5 km in between and 
finishing the last leg from Sheppard’s Bush in 
Aurora to Seneca King Campus on foot.

“The team just inspired me so much. They 
heard that the canoe got swamped and they did 
their personal best on each leg. I was following 
them along, so they inspired me,” Bender said.

Their team was initially behind the pack after 
Bender and his teammate, John Liversage of  
Stouffville, swamped their canoe early on.

“When we first arrived up there with our 
canoe, we looked out and saw that it was very 

wavy out on the water. We knew it was going to be 
rough,” Bender recalled. “There were whitecaps 
out on the lake and right from the start everyone 
was battling. With the whitecaps, we were just 
rolling up and down and when we came down, 
the next wave would just fill us in with water. We 
got probably a third of  the way into it when we 
realized we had just taken on too much water.”

They tried to get to shore in order to empty 
their canoe, but it was too little too late, as it went 
under, leaving them to swim for about 20 minutes 
until help came.

That holdup left the team feeling like they 
wouldn’t be able to catch up to get back ahead.

“No, I thought we were going to have a great 
race, but I didn’t think we would be able to win 
it,” Bender said. “We had one cyclist who was the 
ultimate team member who caught us up and got 
us into the lead.”

It was the sixth time Bender’s team from the 
Toronto Region Conservation Authority has 
participated in the relay and he said they look 
forward to it every year. 

“We partner with the Oak Ridges Trail 
Association to foster the trail and steward the 
trail and we worked with them to kind of  establish 
the trail in the first place, so it was kind of  an 
honour for us to be participating with such a great 
organization,” he said with his sons by his side.

This year the relay had teams representing 
communities from Peel, York, Durham and 

John Liversage, Mike Bender and his twin sons Eric and Neil 
were part of the first team that made it across the finish line 
at Seneca College King Campus. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
Northumberland.

The relay is the main fundraiser for the ORTA each year, 
but the group also has plenty of  other hiking and nature 
events throughout the year.

For more information, visit www.moraineadventure.com
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Jays senior men’s 
baseball team has escaped yet another 
week without taking a loss, earning 
two wins and a tie to give them a 10 – 1 – 
1 record at the mid-point of  the season.

They now sit third overall in the 
North Dufferin Baseball League 
standings, but have played fewer games 
than the only two teams ahead of  them 
– the Bolton Brewers and the Ivy Leafs.

Last week started with an all-around 
effort against the Lisle Astros.

With the dependable Dan Lehmkuhl 
starting on the mound, the Jays gave 
him run support early on, scoring four 
runs in the first inning.

From that point on the Jays didn’t 
look back, as Lehmkuhl slammed the 
door with a complete game shutout 
victory, while the offence tacked on 
three more runs in the later portion of  
the game to give Aurora a 7 – 0 win.

“I felt really good early on,” 
Lehmkuhl said postgame. “It’s a long 
game for this time of  the year, so I 
definitely felt pretty tired towards the 
end, but I was pretty happy with it 

overall.”
Lehmkuhl returned to the team for 

2014 after playing the previous five 
seasons in Thornhill and is feeling 
right at home.

“It’s a great 
bunch of  guys 
to play for,” he 
said. “I’ve never 
had as much fun 
playing as I have 
with these guys. 
It’s a good group 
for this league and 
we’re having some 
success, which 
is nice. The win 
streak makes it 
a lot more fun to 
come out and play.”

Lehmkuhl has 
given the Jays 
another strong arm 
they will need to 
make another run 
this year.

C o n t r i b u t i n g 
offensively for the 
Jays was Chris 

Fafalios with a triple, a double by Fab 
Dolan and two runs scored by Brad 
Crosby. Outfielder Ryan Lewis made 
the Lisle pitchers work by drawing 

three walks.
Two nights 

later, the Jays 
took to the road 
for a tilt with the 
Angus Black Sox.

Brent Owen 
pitched a solid 
game, but the bats 
hit a dry spell 
and offered little 
support in a game 
that ended with a 
1 – 1 tie.

That tie could 
have easily been a 
loss, but outfielder 
Stephen Vallee 
threw out the 
potential winning 
run at home 
plate in the final 
frame.

The tie 
snapped the 

Jay’s win streak, but still keeps them 
without a loss since the first game of  
the season.

On Sunday, the Jays were keen to get 
back into the win column against the 
Barrie Angels in what turned out to be 
another close game.

Veteran pitcher Ian Milne got the 
start for the Jays and pitched well to 
earn the win, while the trusty Zach 
Wiseman registered the save.

Team manager Rob Wilson said it 
was a good all-round effort for the team 
as they dug in for a 7 – 6 victory.  

Earlier in the week, Jake Pinnegar 
said he was pleased with the way things 
were coming together for the Jays and 
that he likes the way the team grinds 
out wins.

“We’re playing all parts of  the game 
well; hitting, pitching and defence and 
we’ve been able to win the close games 
and get a couple of  blowouts as well, so 
yeah, it feels pretty good,” he said.

“We can stay composed and not lose 
our heads in close games no matter 
what calls the umps make, we seem to 
always be in the game no matter what 
happens.”

Jays sit third in League standings after another week of wins

Jake Pinnegar slides into home plate in 
an attempt to get another run for the 
Jays late in the game against the Astros 
last week. Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Brock Weir

Jim Edwards wasn’t always a man 
who felt like he was on the right path 
for himself. 

Indeed, he characterises his past as 
often one of  “inner turmoil”, “leaning 
on the wild side of  life”, and making 
compromises he later came to second 
guess. 

As a child, he grew up with musical 
parents, a father, a veteran of  both 
World Wars, proficient on the mouth 
organ, and a mother never shy about 
expressing herself  musically with her 
voice around the house. Eventually, 
this music came to be his solace and 
after hearing the song “Without Him”, 
he says he felt the correct path was laid 
before him to get back on track with 
life and love. 

“I was compromising here and there 
and it just wasn’t really satisfactory,” 
he says. “I was self-centred, looking 
for my thrills, my joy, and not caring 
about who I might hurt. The message 
of  the Gospel is, ‘What can I do to help 
others? I often run into people who 
are discouraged or depressed, and you 
have to be careful because you can’t 
come across as too preachy. You just 
have to listen to them, pray for them, 
and that helps him.”

Although he wants to shy away from 
being too preachy, Mr. Edwards, 84, 
wants to bring the type of  uplifting 
music, music which he found personally 
lifted him up out of  a murky existence, 
to the people of  Aurora.

Mr. Edwards is spearheading the 
inaugural Aurora Gospel Music 
Festival, which will take over Aurora 
Town Park this Sunday, June 27, from 
1 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. It brings together a 
veritable who’s who of  talent from the 
Ontario Gospel scene, ranging from 
country to folk, from southern style to 
traditional, and even classical pieces 
performed by musicians ranging from 
Aurora to London, ON.

Proceeds raised through the free 
will offering event will benefit the 
Southlake Regional Cancer Centre, as 
well as the Aurora Food Pantry.

These are causes very close to Mr. 

Edwards’ heart. After beating cancer 
before, he now lives with the disease. 
There are some ways his particular 
kind of  cancer can be treated, but it 
will put him out of  commission for 
weeks at a time. He would rather, he 
said, “burn out than rust out” and 
laying the foundation of  this Festival 
has been something that has driven 
him forward.. 

“We’re going to have something for 
the community, something hopefully 
for all the churches to cooperate with 
and hopefully the whole community 
will be blessed, because this is 
what blessed me years ago,” says 
Mr. Edwards. “Going to that Gospel 
music festival and hearing a song 
which touched my heart gave me new 
enthusiasm for my faith. When you 
love something, you love to sing about 
them, and you love to sing to them 
whether it is a person or whether it is 
God. Then, you are inspired to do good 
things because some parts of  the world 
are in a chaotic situation. Everyone 
needs to get focused on something 
that is definitely positive. If  you love 
one another, forgive one another, and 
help one another, it is all there in the 
message.”

While most of  the money spent on 
making this festival a reality has been 
out of  pocket, Mr. Edwards says it is 
money well spent because, to be frank, 
it is better than simply going on a cruise 
which would just satisfy himself. 

“If  we could have 500 to 1,000 people 
blessed, encouraged and inspired in 
one afternoon, why not?” he says. 
“I hope people leave thinking, ‘Boy, 
I am glad I came’ and ‘Man, that was 
fantastic.’ I hope they feel blessed if  
they are experiencing depression, or 
the blues, that they are picked up out 
of  that. We make choices of  whether 
we want to be happy or unhappy, and 
if  we want to be happy, we will seek 
things that make us happy, and that is 
what music is for me. It is a decision we 
make every time we get up.”

For more information on Sunday’s 
Gospel Music Festival, email Mr. 
Edwards at musicjim@gmail.com. 

From page 5
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Aurora’s Community Newspaper
Arts & Culture

Musicians get ready to lift you up at this Sunday’s Gospel Music Festival 

will ease off  for the summer, but you can 
still enjoy a good book! Their last book 
was The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult. If  you 
didn’t read it, summer is a good time. It 
sounds quite intriguing but the images it 
portrays can be rather disturbing. 

Sage Singer, a car crash survivor, faces 
a life with severe scarring that leaves 
her self-conscious about her appearance. 
While at a support group, she meets a 
95-year-old former Nazi who committed 
despicable acts during World War Two. 

Why would Josef  choose to unburden 
all his guilt on her? Was what he was 
telling her even true? Should she share 
this horrible secret with anyone else 
and should Josef  be made to pay for his 
crimes? The vivid descriptions of  Josef’s 
involvement in the persecution of  Jews 
are difficult to read. Secrets and lies are 
exposed and the book takes a twist that 
none of  the Book Club members saw 
coming. 

If  you enjoy this activity, consider 
joining the Book Club when it starts again 
in September to begin regular bi-monthly 
meetings.

SENIOR SCAPE

Aurora’s Jim Edwards 
spearheads Sunday’s 
Gospel Festival, which 
features Heading 
Home, Vessels of Hon-
our, April Sackrider, 
Mark Edwars, Bonnie 
Wallace, Dianne Tic-
knor, along with David 
Pilkey, Bill Reid, Connie 
Rustad, Sophie Hui, 
Paul Ellis, Lorraine Wor-
ral, Julie Cruikshank, 
Noel Kibjis, John Abel, 
and others. 

Auroran photo by 
Brock Weir
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers Junior A hockey 
club and the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce are hoping to iron out a few 
issues with the Town of  Aurora this 
week regarding facility availability for 
the Aurora Community Centre every 
April.

Just this spring, a conflict arose 
when the Aurora Tigers run to the 
OJHL finals overlapped the Chamber’s 
annual Home Show, causing the Tigers 
to move their final series home games 
to York University.

Now, the two sides are looking to the 
Town to help bridge the gap, starting 
with a presentation at Town Hall this 
week.

“We’re not looking for much, to be 
honest with you,” Barry Quinn , Tigers 
VP, said Tuesday. “We [Tigers] need 
to provide what they call ‘continuity 
of  venue’ to satisfy the OJHL [and] 
Hockey Canada and that’s all we’re 
really looking for.”

Quinn said the OJHL and Hockey 
Canada are asking the team to have 
guaranteed availability of  ACC#1 every 
spring for the playoffs, or else the team 
could face a hefty fine or sanctions from 
the league and governing body.

“We entertained and exhausted all 
possible alternatives within the Town 
of  Aurora,” he said. “The SARC will 
never be able to accommodate 500 fans 
at any one rink and that’s part of  the 
Hockey Canada requirement for a 
venue that you have to provide.”

Historically, both long-time tenants 
have been able to run without trouble, 
but recent changes by the OJHL to the 
playoff  format have altered things for 
the Tigers.

Previously, the first two rounds of  
the playoffs were five games, now they 
are seven, which has pushed the final 
end date back and caused the conflict 
with the Chamber’s Home Show in the 
event the Tigers make it to the finals.

“I don’t want anyone thinking that 
we’re going after the Chamber of  
Commerce, because we’re not,” Quinn 
said. “We have to provide continuity of  
venue and if  we can’t do that, then we 
could be sanctioned by the OJHL and 
Hockey Canada and then we would have 
to make the decision whether or not we 
would leave the team in Aurora.”

Quinn said that he just wants council 
and the Town of  Aurora to know that 
the organization’s back is against the 
wall and the issue needs to be figured 
out by July in order to be ready for 
training camp on August 15.

As for the Home Show this past 
spring, Quinn said he understands why 
the Chamber was unable to move the 

show last minute and hopes the two 
sides can work together with the Town 
for a solution for the future.

“Hopefully we get support from 
the Town of  Aurora to extend the ice 
availability for two weeks and that’s 
all we want to allow us to continue to 
operate in the Town of  Aurora,” Quinn 
said. “Don’t misunderstand me, that 
doesn’t mean we’re going to move, I just 
don’t know.”

Judy Marshall, CEO of  the Aurora 
Chamber of  Commerce, also said she 
hopes an amicable agreement can be 
made for the future.

Marshall said the Town was hoping 
the Chamber would consider moving 
the date or the location of  the Home 
Show.

“The date can’t be changed; we 
have to do it then, in April. Everyone 
is booked and it’s the cycle we’re in,” 
she said. “I’m sure council is wanting 
to hear that we’re willing to move and 
I’ll have to be honest with you, and I’m 
not sure this will be totally supported, 
but there will be some very positive 
things with moving to [SARC] that will 
be exciting, but the parking is limited, 
access is limited.”

Marshall said if  the Home Show is 
moved, it will take a large amount of  
planning, restructuring, advertising 
and essentially the creation of  a whole 
new show.

“It is possible and I think in some 
ways it will be exciting, but it’s just the 
expense and the planning.”

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

organization that provides support 
to single mothers in Northern York 
Region, they said, gave them some 
perspective and showed how people 
in unfortunate circumstances can 
be marginalized or misunderstood 
within the community. 

Additional initiatives the students 
plan to mull over the summer is 
a new program floated by student 
Charles Troy to expand the initiative 
to collecting used bicycles for kids in 
developing countries in order to make 
the journey to collect fresh water a 
little bit less arduous, as well as new 
marketing campaigns to ensure the 
e-waste collection record is theirs for 

years to come. 
The e-waste was ultimately collected 

by ARTEX, in conjunction with the 
Ontario Electronics Stewardship 
Program. For Melanie Wilde of  the 
Stewardship Program, Cardinal 
Carter’s success with e-waste can serve 
as a case study on a much wider scale. 

“You have done something great 
for the environment to ensure that 
substances haven’t gone into landfills 
and you have recaptured things to go 
back in production like cooper and 
aluminum, you have earned money 
doing it and now that money is going 
to go to your favourite charities that 
are going to have an effect of  positive 
change in other environments.”

Club’s success can be a model 
elsewhere: environmentalist

“Sue DelPlavignano, 
RM (Reiki Master) 

at King West Chiropractic 
& Wellness Centre 

is offering 
FREE MONTHLY Reiki 

Therapy Clinic for Cancer Pa-
tients. 

Clinic dates; 
June 18, 
July 16, 

Aug. 20, Sept. 17.
For More information & bookings, 

please call 
905-773-2225

Greenbank Realty Services Corp.
Michael Lamanna, Broker of Record

416.432.4860

$1,688,000

Architecturally Prominent…
Gracefully Opulent…Contemporary Conveniences

This prestigious residence is the essence of luxury and quietly whispers “success”.  Located on 1.25 acres / 409 
feet frontage in Nobleton, across from a forested pathway, it provides a peaceful and private oasis,  a visual delight 
fi lled with uncompromising quality. It has everything and more, including a beautiful new designer kitchen. This 
stunning property is easily suited to impressive dinner parties, casual entertaining or just plain relaxing…truly a 
residence that refl ects your success. (renovated May/2014)

27

905-478-2323
1-866-23SOD4U

www.sod4u.ca
info@sod4u.ca

• Top Quality Kentucky Bluegrass 
Nursery Sod available for pick-up or 
delivery

• Sod installation
• Grass seed, mulch & lawn fertilizer
• Large Bags of Top Soil
•  Homeowners/Landscapers Welcome
• Excellent Pricing

Family Owned & Operated
Queensville Sod Farms Ltd.

Get the beautiful lawn you’ve
   always dreamed of in one day!

21468A Leslie St.,
Queensville

(North of Newmarket)

“In Sod We Trust!”
Member N.S.G.A.

Conflict leaves future of Aurora 
Tigers, Home Show uncertain 

From page 3
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CARE WHEN I NEED IT

I’m relaxed because everything I need 
is right here. Plus, there’s always someone 

available if I need help.”

Respite STAYS AVAILABLE

Call today to book 
your personal visit & 

Complimentary lunch!

Liz and Frank never missed a beat...
And now they’re ready for the next step.

Visit us online at
www.chartwell.com

While Liz and Frank enjoy a busy lifestyle today, they appreciate the peace 
of mind in knowing that Chartwell offers flexibility and choice to help with 
changing care needs in the future. Until that time, they’ll continue to follow 
where the music leads in their new Chartwell home.

CHARTWELL 
PARK PLACE 
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

Call 905-727-2952

Chartwell’s bringing you  
warmth in January. 
Look for us in your community on January 22nd! PARK PLACE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

15055 Yonge St. Aurora 
Call 905-727-2952

Visit us online at www.chartwell./com

Liberals elected in Province-wide 
Student Vote

By Angela Gismondi
 
Voters under and over the voting age 

elected a Liberal majority government in 
Ontario this week.

After learning about the democratic 
process, meeting the candidates 
running in the Newmarket-Aurora 
riding,  researching the candidates and 
party platforms and debating the future 
of  Ontario, students cast their ballots 
for official candidates running in their 
electoral district in Student Vote 2014. 

About 167,416 students under the 
voting age from 1,261 schools representing 
107 electoral districts across Ontario cast 
ballots throughout the week. The results 
were released after the polls closed on 
election night.

The Liberals won a majority 
government in the student vote with 62 
seats, increasing their seat count from 39 
in 2011 and increasing their share of  the 
popular vote to 32.4 per cent. Party leader 
Kathleen Wynne won in her electoral 
district and is elected Premier by the 
students of  Ontario.

The NDP won 33 seats, losing seven 
seats since the last Student Vote. Party 
leader Andrea Horwath kept her seat in 
Hamilton Centre. The party received the 
same share of  the popular vote as in 2011 
(26 per cent).

The Progressive Conservatives took 11 
seats, down from 25 in 2011. Their share 
of  the popular vote decreased to 18.4 per 
cent and leader Tim Hudak lost in his 
own electoral district.

The Green Party won one seat with 14.6 
per cent of  the popular vote, while leader 
Mike Schreiner lost in his own electoral 
district. The party won two seats in the 
last Student Vote.

Nelson De Castro, a Grade 7 teacher at 
St. Jerome Catholic Elementary School in 
Aurora said it’s important to get students 
involved in the democratic process from 
an early age.

“It encourages the next generation of  
voters to become aware of  the issues and 
the candidates,” said De Castro. “They go 
through the physical process of  voting 
so they can see what it’s all about. It gets 
them on the early path to voting.”

Candidates in the Newmarket-Aurora 
riding visited the school and spoke with 
Grade 7 and 8 students. They answered 
a series of  questions and students were 
encouragedd to ask questions of  their 
own. Students were also split into groups 
and asked to research each party, its leader 
and the party platforms and present them 
to the class.

“We tried to make the election have a 
more local, personal connection to the 
students instead of  a provincial context,” 
De Castro stated.

The program was successful, De Castro 
explained.

“We know that they raised their 
awareness and engagement,” said De 
Castro. “Students are talking about it on 
their own and they are talking to their 
parents about it which was one of  our 
goals.”

Students agreed the exercise was 
educational.

“I think it’s really good because we get 
to see what it will be like in the future when 
voting and what our parents go through to 
elect someone for the government,” said 
Chloe, a Grade 7 student at St. Jerome. “I 
loved learning more about the different 
parties. It was very interesting to me.”

Dorian Baxter of  the Canadians’ 
Choice Party of  Newmarket-Aurora 
stopped into the school on election day.

“I think it’s wonderful,” said Baxter 
about engaging the students in the 
democratic process. “It’s important 
because it introduces students to the need 
to exercise their democratic rights. I am 
an educator as well and I’m very happy to 
see this happening.”

 Student Vote is the flagship program 
of  CIVIX. CIVIX is a national registered 
charity building the capacity and 
commitment of  young Canadians to 
participate in their democracy.

Elections Ontario has engaged CIVIX 
to deliver the Student Vote program 
in conjunction with the 41st  general 
election.

Complete results from Student Vote 
2014 can be found at www.studentvote.ca/
on/results. 

 Result highlights of Student Vote 2014:
+ Only two leaders of  the major 

political parties won their seats: Kathleen 
Wynne in Don Valley West and Andrea 
Horwath in Hamilton Centre. In Niagara 
West – Glanbrook, PC leader Tim Hudak 
finished in third place behind the Liberal 
and NDP candidates. Green Party leader 
Mike Schreiner finished second in 
Guelph.

+ 8 per cent of  the popular vote went 
to parties who did not win seats. The 
relatively unknown Libertarian Party 
won 3.3 per cent of  votes cast.

+ Markham-Unionville had the most 
students reporting results with 4,251 
votes cast.

+ Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke and 
Brant each had 22 schools report results 
- more than any other electoral district. 
Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke also had 
the most schools report results in the 2011 
Student Vote.

+ Preliminary results from Whitby-
Oshawa, Chatham-Kent-Essex and York 
West showed very close races. Candidates 
have been declared with less than 15 
votes separating winners. Late-reporting 
schools could change those results. In 
Whitby-Oshawa, the top three candidates 
are separated by just 31 votes.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney
Chloe, a Grade 7 
student at St. Je-
rome Catholic El-
ementary School 
in Aurora, cast 
her ballot during 
a mock provin-
cial election held  
at the school 
Thursday.

  Auroran photo by 
Angela Gismondi
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NOTICE OF THE PASSING OF BY-LAW NUMBER 5626-14 
TO IMPOSE INTERIM CONTROLS ON THE USE OF LAND, 
BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES
Interim Control By-law – Medical Marihuana Production Use Pursuant to 
the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended (the “Act”)
 
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation of The Town of Aurora (the “Town”) enacted By-law Number 
5626-14 (the “By-law”) on the 27th day of May, 2014 pursuant to section 38 of the Act and Report No. PL14-040, 
for the purpose of imposing interim controls on medical marihuana production facilities and medical marihuana 
production uses on all land, buildings or structures within The Town of Aurora which, pursuant to Zoning By-law 
Number 2213-78, as amended (the “Zoning By-law”), are zoned M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6 and BP, including any 
exception zone to such zoning categories.

AND TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to subsection 38(1) of the Act, the Council of the Town enacted the By-law to 
be in effect for a period of one (1) year, which period shall not exceed one (1) year from the date of the passing 
thereof, prohibiting the use of land, buildings or structures within the defined areas of the Town for such purposes 
as are set out in the By-law.

AND TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to subsection 38(2) of the Act, the Council of the Town may amend the By-law 
to extend the period of time during which it will be in effect, provided that the total period of time does not exceed 
two (2) years from the date of the passing of the By-law.

Purpose and Effect of the By-law

The By-law was enacted to prohibit land, buildings or structures in industrial and business park areas of The Town 
of Aurora from being used for the purpose of growing, cultivating, drying, harvesting, packing, processing, testing, 
treating, storing, shipping, and/or selling “marihuana”, “dried marihuana”, or “cannabis”, as defined by Health 
Canada under Regulation SOR/2013-119, and includes facilities used for such purposes.

The passage of the By-law will allow time for a study to be undertaken in respect of land use planning policies 
relating to medical marihuana production uses/facilities in The Town of Aurora, and if appropriate, to implement the 
findings of such study.

Location

The lands subject to the By-law are all those lands zoned M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6 and BP, including any exception 
zone to such zoning categories, as per the Zoning By-law. A key map of the location is provided with this notice.  
If the location of an affected property is not legible on the key map, please contact the individual noted below in the 
Town’s Planning & Development Services department.

Appeal Process

Pursuant to subsection 38(4) of the Act, any person or public body to whom notice of the By-law was given under 
subsection 38(3) of the Act may, within sixty (60) days from the date of the passing of the By-law, appeal to the 
Ontario Municipal Board by filing with the Town Clerk a Notice of Appeal setting out the objection to the By-law 
and the reasons in support of the objection.

If you intend to appeal, a Notice of Appeal must be filed with the Town Clerk, Legal & Legislative Services,  
The Corporation of The Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, Box 1000, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6J1 and shall include:

•	 A completed A1 Appellant Form. This form is to be completed by the appellant for appeals relating to an 
interim control by-law and is available on the Ontario Municipal Board website located at  
www.omb.gov.on.ca;

•	 A filing fee in the amount of $125.00, pursuant to R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 888, as amended, to the Ontario 
Municipal Board Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.28, as amended, payable by certified cheque or money order to the 
“Minister of Finance”; and

•	 A referral fee in the amount of $540.00, pursuant to Town By-law Number 5566-13, as amended, payable by 
certified cheque or money order to “The Corporation of The Town of Aurora”.

The last day for filing a Notice of Appeal is 5 p.m. on Monday, July 28, 2014.

Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal an interim control by-law to the Ontario Municipal 
Board. A notice of appeal may not be filed by an unincorporated association or group. However, a notice of appeal 
may be filed in the name of an individual who is a member of the association or the group on its behalf.

The report regarding “Interim Control By-law, Medical Marihuana Production Facilities, File No. D14-02-14” (Report 
No. PL14-040) was presented to Council on Tuesday, May 27, 2014 and can be found on the Town’s website in the 
Council Agendas and Minutes section, located at www.aurora.ca. A copy of the By-law can also be found at the 
above website in the Council agenda of Tuesday, May 27, 2014, and is replicated with this notice.

For further information, please contact Fausto Filipetto, Senior Policy Planner, Planning & Development Services 
department at 905-727-3123, ext. 4342 or at ffilipetto@aurora.ca, quoting File Number: D14-02-14.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4342

TOWN OF AuRORA 
PubLic NOTice

The Corporation of The Town of Aurora By-law Number 5626-14
BEING A BY-LAW to impose interim controls on the use of land, buildings, or structures within 
certain areas of the Town of Aurora.

WHEREAS subsection 38(1) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.13, as amended, provides that where the 
council of a local municipality has, by by-law or resolution, directed that a review or study be undertaken in 
respect of land use planning policies in the municipality or in any defined area or areas thereof, the council of 
the municipality may pass a by-law to be in effect for a period of time specified in the by-law, which period 
shall not exceed one (1) year from the date of the passing thereof, prohibiting the use of land, buildings or 
structures within the municipality or within the defined area or areas thereof for, or except for, such purposes as 
are set out in the by-law;

AND WHEREAS the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Aurora (the “Town”) has directed that a study 
be undertaken in respect of land use planning policies relating to medical marihuana production facilities and 
medical marihuana production uses, as more particularly defined herein, within the Town of Aurora with respect 
to Zoning By-law Number 2213-78, as amended (the “Zoning By-law”);

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Town deems it necessary and appropriate to enact this By-law, being an 
interim control by-law, to allow the Town to undertake the required study with respect to the land use planning 
policies for medical marihuana production facilities, and, if appropriate, to implement the findings of such 
study;

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF AURORA ENACTS AS 
FOLLOWS:

1. THAT for the purposes of this By-law, “Medical Marihuana Production use” is defined as follows: 
“Medical Marihuana Production use” means the use of land, buildings, or structures for the purpose of 
growing, cultivating, drying, harvesting, packing, processing, testing, treating, storing, shipping, and/or 
selling “marihuana”, “dried marihuana”, or “cannabis”, as defined by Health Canada under Regulation 
SOR/2013-119, and includes facilities used for such purposes.

2. THAT this By-law shall apply to all lands located within the Town of Aurora which, pursuant to the Zoning 
By-law, are zoned M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6, and BP, including any exception zone to such zoning 
categories (collectively, the “Prescribed Zones”).

3. THAT notwithstanding the permitted uses and regulations set out in the Zoning By-law, no land, buildings, 
or structures within the Prescribed Zones shall be used for Medical Marihuana Production use, or any 
purpose related to such use, except for uses legally existing on the date of final passage of this By-law.

4. THAT subject to the Council of the Town amending this By-law to extend the period of time during which 
it will be in effect, this By-law shall come into full force and effect on the date of final passage hereof, and 
shall remain in full force and effect for a period of one (1) year from the date of final passage.

ReAD A FiRST AND SecOND TiMe THiS 27th DAY OF MAY, 2014.

ReAD A THiRD TiMe AND FiNALLY PASSeD 27th DAY OF MAY, 2014.

Original Signed by “Geoffrey Dawe” 
GEOFFREY DAWE, MAYOR

Original Signed by “Stephen M.A. Huycke”  
STEPHEN M.A. HuYCKE, TOWN CLERK
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LOCATION MAP

Map created by the Town of Aurora Planning & Development Services Department, June 11, 2014. Base data provided by York Region & Aurora - GIS.
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Vandorf Sideroad

Sales Representative,
Trends Realty Inc.

Maria Ongaro

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City
maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

b 905-833-0111
c  289-221-4564

Service You Deserve,
Someone You
Can Trust

A fresh & innovative approach
to handling business!

COMING EVENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 19

The Aurora Branch of  the 
National Bank of  Canada (133 
Pedersen Drive) will host a 
community barbeque today from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. to raise money 
for the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation. $2 donations will be 
accepted in exchange for a drink 
and all-beef  hotdog. A used book 
sale will also be part of  the event. 
For more information, call 905-
2722-3686.

* * * * 
Special Olympics Ontario 

– Aurora will host a special 
golf  tournament today to raise 
money for their swimming, 
basketball, softball, golf  and 
bocce clubs today at Westview 
Golf  Course (1563 Vandorf  
Sideroad). All money raised will 
go to providing opportunities for 
sports participation at multiple 
levels and provide further sports 
opportunities to the community. 
Tourney gets underway at 12 
noon. For more information, call 
905-727-0446.

* * * * 
Portraits of  Giving, the 

fifth annual photo exhibition 
highlighting people who give 
back to their community, will 
host their opening reception at 
Upper Canada Mall this evening 
from 7 – 8.30 p.m. Tickets are 
$25 and all proceeds will benefit 
the Character Community 
Foundation of  York Region. 10 
people will be honoured from 
across York Region, including Tim 
Jones and Marc Neeb of  Aurora. 
For more information, and tickets, 
visit portraitsofgiving2014.
eventbrite.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 20 
Get ready for an evening of  

fun tonight at Rick Hansen Public 
School. The school hosts their 
second annual Hansen-Palooza 
today from 3.45 to 9 p.m. at the 
school located at 490 Mavrinac 
Boulevard. Rain or shine! The 
school will have a barbeque, fun 
foods, a live DJ, bouncing castles, 
games, face painting, henna 
tattoos, a silent auction and more. 

All-day passes will be sold through 
Thursday for $15, and tickets are 
$20 on the day itself. Individual 
tickets for rides will also be 
available on site. All money raised 
will be re-invested into school 
programs. For more information, 
call 416-528-1003. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre 

hosts Mémère le Colibri, an 
evening of  music, song and theatre 
headlined with a performance 
by Metis fiddler Alyssa Delbaere-
Sawchuk, along with guests 
Jess Salgueiro and Jacinthe Roy. 
Tickets are $10, or $35 for a family 
of  four. For tickets, call the Centre 
at 905-713-1818.

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
The Aurora Farmers’ 

Market will host their annual 
Strawberry Festival at their 
traditional Wells Street location 
this week. Events get underway 
at 8 a.m. through 1 p.m. For more 
information on the Strawberry 
Festival and other special Market 
days coming up, visit www.
theaurorafarmersmarket.com. 

* * * * 
PUSH FOR YOUR TUSH – 

The annual fundraising walk 
and run takes over the Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex today, 
starting at 2.30 p.m. Get your 
face painted, enjoy a snack from 
the Feisty Jack Food Truck, 
and bid on items in the silent 
auction. Prizes for best costume, 
top fundraisers, and more, 
benefiting Colon Cancer Canada. 
For more information, including 
registration and fundraising, visit 
www.pushforyourtush.ca/aurora.

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

will host their annual Family 
Picnic and Fun Fair this afternoon 
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. The picnic 
will be followed by many games 
and activities for the young and 
young-at-heart, and will conclude 
with a strawberry dessert, and a 
live music and comedy show up on 
the stage. Small charges for select 
games will apply.

* * * * 
The Aurora Community Band 

presents “Music in Motion”, a 
collection of  dance-themed music 
including earth dances, rhythm 
dances, Welsh ayres, dances, and 
even a bit of  Gershwin. Trinity 
Anglican Church, 79 Victoria 
Street. Concert starts at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for seniors and 
students, and $10 for adults. They 
are available at the door, or by 
emailing auroracommuntyband@
gmail.com.

* * * * 
Get uplifted this afternoon 

from 1 – 4.30 p.m. with the Gospel 
Music Festival at Town Park, 
featuring gospel performers from 
across Southern Ontario. A free 
event, donations will be accepted 
to benefit the Stronach Cancer 
Centre at Southlake Regional 
Health Centre, as well as the 
Aurora Food Pantry. For more 
information, call 905-713-1665.

FRIDAY, JUNE 25
Garden Aurora! The Ruby-

throated hummingbird is one of  
the smallest birds in the world 
and yet it is a champion acrobat 
and long-distance flyer. Join 
Kristen Martyn and the Aurora 
Garden & Horticultural Society 
for “Hummingbirds: Nature’s 
Miracle.” The meeting will be held 
at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) at 8 
p.m. For more information, visit 
www.gardenaurora.com or call 
905-713-6660.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Spend an day with Tracy Pawis 

building a new skill at the Discover 
Quill Brooch Making workshop 
this morning at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. This is a rare opportunity 
to develop a new skill and create 
something beautiful as Pawis 
walks guests through the process 
of  making the traditional piece. 
All materials will be provided for 
an admission of  $20. Bring a lunch. 
Pawis is a visiting instructor at 
the G’Zaagin Art Gallery in Perry 
Sound. For more information, 
contact the Centre at 905-713-1818.

“I hope it continues,” says Alice. 
“But we’re coming back to cut our 
hair again!”

For Carly, her first time cutting her 
hair was about wanting to be a part of  
the program. Two years on, a family 
friend is now fighting cancer, so this 
year’s cut hits very close to home. 

“It is a good feeling,” says Carly, 
thinking about where their long-
tended hair is ultimately going to end 
up.

Adds Alice: “I think about who I am 
going to make smile because of  this.”

This year’s event will be extra 
special as CHFI personality Erin Davis 
will be on hand to lend her voice to the 
cause. Knowing how active Davis has 
been to advocate for cancer-related 
causes in the past, Judy Sandiford, 
who works in administration at 
Regency in addition to being Alice’s 
mother, approached her for the 2012 
event. Although Davis had to send 
her regrets for that outing, the stars 
aligned for June 25. 

“She is such a huge advocate for 
cancer and is who I hope Alice takes 
after,” says Judy. “She is just so 
selfless. When she said she would try 
to come, I knew we had to make the 
effort to make it bigger. We had to get 
kids aware of  why they cut their hair, 
where it goes, and how it is treated. 
This year, we have students from 
Grade 3 to Grade 11 and I couldn’t ask 
for anything more.”

If  you have eight inches of  hair 
you would like to get rid of  for a 
good cause, all are welcome for next 

Long hair welcome at  
Regency Acres next week

From page 8

“Dancing for Life” continues 
reign as top Relay fundraisers

By Jeff Doner

The Somerville Dance Academy in 
Richmond Hill one again submitted a 
full team to the annual Relay for Life, 
once again rising to the top by raising 
over $21,000 for the Canadian Cancer 
Society this year.

The Dancing for Life team has been 
involved for nine years now, giving 
them over $100,000 raised in that time, 
and they were honoured earlier this 
month for passing that milestone mark. 

The team was started by Michelle 
Marshall with a group of  dancers and 
their families from the studio and is 
now captained by dancer instructors 
Amanda Lytle, Calli Barnea and 
Danielle Di Giacomi.

Lytle said the team started when 
a parent of  a former dancer at 
the Academy, who has since gone 
professional, passed away from cancer. 
It is also in memory of  another parent, 
Barb Studdard, who played a big part 
in the Academy’s annual dance recital.

“Pretty much everybody on the team 
has been touched or affected by cancer 
in some way,” Lytle said. “We have some 
families with parents that are suffering 
right now.”

The whole Academy gets involved, 
giving them about 35 members, among 
a few more volunteers, to help out with 
their fundraising efforts.

The Dancing for Life team raises a 
large chunk of  their funds from their 
dance showcase each year in December, 
usually held in Aurora. 

However, they also hold bake sales, 
dance workshops, Pie Your Teacher in 
the Face night at the studio and other 
events. They also teamed up with 
Menchies in Oak Ridges for an event 
and a car wash at the Aurora Highlands 
car lot.

Lytle has played a big part in 
organizing the team recently and said 
it’s an event the entire Academy looks 
forward to each year.

“It’s a very emotional event,” she 
said, ahead of  Relay. “The idea is that 
cancer never sleeps, so neither will 
we and you’re supposed to have one 
member of  your team walking on the 
track all night. It’s pretty amazing. In 
the opening ceremony, they usually 
have a speaker that has been touched 
by cancer in some way and they tell us 
their story, which is pretty motivating.”

She also cited the luminary 
ceremony where people light candles 
to remember others or show their 
support in their journey with cancer as 
a memorable moment.

“We light those at dusk and it’s just 
amazing to see them all,” she said. 
“That’s usually the most emotional 
part and it’s touching to see.”

Wednesday’s group haircut, which 
gets underway at 11.15 a.m. For more 
information, contact Judy Sandiford 
at Judy.Sandiford@yrdsb.ca. 
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NOT EVERYONE
needs your 

services all the time, 
but,

 if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in
The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS 

 
Call: 905-727-3300

Advertise 
in 

The Auroran 
CLASSIFIEDS

CALL  
905 

727-3300
TODAY

Fastest growing 
company in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EXPERIENCED 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and LABOURERS 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
$16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax to 519-848-
2793.	

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

Michael’s Yard 
M aintenance          , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

Successful 
Graphic Arts
company, looking 
for a motivated self  
starter, position in New-
market area, must be 
able to multi-task, project 
co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must 
be highly organized and 
able to manage fast paced 
environment. Recent post 
secondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to
  

joe@graphicartsmag.com

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTEDDEATH NOTICE

GARAGE SALE

BUSINESS SERVICES

The first 
French child 
care centre 
in Aurora – Pre-
school Petit Bateau, 
situated inside the 
French elementary 
catholic school, St. 
Jean French Ele-
mentary Catholic 
School, in Aurora is 
looking for a highly 
motivated ECE (ear-
ly childhood educa-
tor). Must be fluent 
in French language. 
St. Jean Elementary 
is looking for lunch 
supervisors (flu-
ent in French)  Tel. 
(905)727-0131. Please 
respond to: petit.ba-
teau@sympatico.ca 
or info@preschool-
petitbateau.com

Looking for 
energetic         , 
self    - dri   v en  
indi    v iduals     
to join LocaWoka 
( w w w. l o c aw o k a .
com), a local, Au-
rora app startup. 
Must be willing to 
do errands for oth-
er folks. Apply at  
hello@locawoka.com. ​  

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

CALLING
ALL

KIDS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking  

newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or 

 
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route D-4

Route  A-17

Route  A-14

Route  A-15

Route  A-3

Corner Ridge Road 121 houses, Little Erica Way 11 houses, 
Knole Haven Drive 14 houses. Total 146

Aurora Heights Drive, Delayne Drive, Falan Heights Crescent, 
Laurwood Court    152 houses

Orchard Heights Blvd., Devins Drive, Ban� Drive  - 114 houses
Laurentide Ave., Illingworth Crt., Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt.,   

Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights Dr.  - 119 houses

Sisman Avenue 35 houses, Lensmith Drive 45 houses, 
Cady Court 17 houses. Total 97 houses

GARAGE SALE 
51 Hammond Drive. 

9am - 1pm. June 21st. 
Bikes to new furniture,

iron bed, 
electronics 

toys, 
miscelanous, 
16’ fiberglass

  canoe
...and much more!

Bev McGrath, passed  away peacefully at  
Southlake hospital on June 15th in his 79th year. 
Survived by his loving wife of 57 years Marion. 
Bev leaves his son Larry and Peggy McGrath 
(Kettleby) and Doug  and Debbie McGrath (King 
City) and 6 grandchildren Stephanie, Hailey,  
Katie, Courtney, Taleigh and Riley and one great 
grandchild Isabella. Friends will be received at 
the Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industri-
al Parkway South, Aurora, on Wednesday June 
18 from 2-4 and 6-8pm. A funeral service will 
be held at York Pines United Church, 3150  
Lloydtown Aurora Rd, Kettleby on  
Thursday June 19 at 11am. Interment Bond Head  
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donations to 
the Southlake Regional Health Centre Foun-
dation Stronach Cancer Center would be  
appreciated. Online condolences may be made at 
www.thompsonfh-aurora.com 

Bev McGrath

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for an energetic Sports Reporter  
with a passion for community, sports and news. 

The ideal candidate will have a distinct willingness  
to cover local sports and community events.

Sports Reporter  
for 3 Local Community Newspapers

Aurora • King • Caledon

Interested and qualified  
candidates should forward  
their cover letter and resume to
rs@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Let’s Talk.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Produce multiple sports stories and bylines each week. 

Some general stories may be required to meet editorial quotas.

• Generate story ideas and follow up on news tips

• Coordinate and edit content and columns submitted for publication

• Take photographs

• Work some evenings and weekends, as required

QUALIfICATIONS:
• Diploma in journalism preferred

• Candidates should have experience working on 
the editorial side of the newspaper industry

• Excellent writing, editing and photography skills

• Valid driver’s license and a reliable vehicle

• Sports reporting experience an asset

• An interest in local sports is a necessity, as the majority of the writing  
for this role will be on the local sports events in the Communities.
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By Brock Weir

It’s a question that has been asked 
before, but experts – and users – have yet 
to come to a common consensus; but food 
advocates are coming together in Aurora 
this week hoping to answer the question 
of  whether “food banks are past their best-
before date.”

It is a question that will be posed to a 
panel of  experts this Thursday, June 19. 
Bringing together dieticians, activists 
from the food bank organization Freedom 
90, and representatives from a Community 
Food Centre, the discussion focuses on 
“food charity.”

“Food charity is touted as tangible 
evidence of  a caring community and it 
offers the opportunity to reduce waste by 
matching surplus food with those who 
need it – supposedly a win-win situation,” 
offers up the York Region Food Network 
in a statement. “In practice, emergency 
food charity has created an inefficient 
food distribution system, negatively 
impacting our environment, economy and 
community. This new distribution system, 
designed for poor people, mainly provides 
food high in salt, fat, and sugar, and does 
nothing to shift policies and actions to 
ensure a just and sustainable food system,”

Speaking to The Auroran last week, 
Joan Stonehocker, Executive Director of  
the York Region Food Network, gave her 
opinion of  the question that will be asked 
this week, likening the situation to a can of  
peaches. It might have a best before date of  
June 18, she said, but it won’t necessarily 
be bad on June 19.

“We still have it, we can still eat the 
peaches, but maybe we should be looking 
at where to go to 
next,” said Ms. 
S t o n e h o c k e r. 
“Food banks are 
necessary because 
people don’t have 
enough money to 
buy food and they 
go hungry, and have 
less money for other 
necessities in their 
lives if  we didn’t 
have food banks. 
They are a valuable 
service to people 
living in poverty, 
but is it the best 
way to do it? No.”

Part of  the work 
of  the York Region 
Food Network 
is to provide 
“healthy food 
systems” to people 
living throughout 
the Region. In 
focusing on 
developing policies 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
“healthy food”, they 
question whether 
Food Banks can be 
a part of  the system 

and, if  so, how they can best fit. 
Among the panellists, representatives 

from Community Food Centres be on hand 
to look at how people can be empowered by 
“using food as a way to have a voice in our 
communities.”

“In community food centres, you have 
staff  that are there and available while 
you are doing a healthy food component, 
learning how to cook, how to grow your 
own food, and you are being mindful of  
where your food comes from and that 
whole process of  how it integrates into 
our lives and whether we have a fair and 
just food system.”

One voice which will not be at the table, 
however, is Aurora’s primary food bank, 
the Aurora Food Pantry. For them, the 
answer to the question posed by the York 
Region Food Network is a resounding 
no. It is a “no” which they feel would be 
shared by each volunteer working in their 
Industrial Parkway facility, as well as the 
400 clients they serve regularly. 

From the perspective of  Pantry 
volunteer John Sergeant, organizations 
opposing food banks came in via a path 
cleared by many food bank volunteers and 
that need that brought them there in the 
first place, is still something they strive to 
fill.

“It is readily available, it helps people 
when they are down in need,” said Mr. 
Sergeant. “Poverty is not going away.”

Operated primarily by volunteers, Mr. 
Sergeant says they funnel their resources 
and donations directly into serving the 
clients that need them.

“They are more into giving out food 
vouchers,” he said. “These people are all 
creating full-time jobs. When I approached 

[the Network] on the question, I said, ‘that 
is a pretty catchy slogan on your behalf, 
but what about the people that these 
Panties serve?”

Thursday’s Panel Discussion will 
take place at the York Region Food 
Network, 350 Industrial Parkway South,  
from 7 – 8 p.m. 

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

25

Purchase a Re�neosoft and get free 
reverse osmosis water.

FREE WATER TEST

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

16105 Hwy 27, between Nobleton & Schomberg

ALLSTONE
QUARRY PRODUCTS, INC.

Come see “Little Joe”, the
world’s largest Inukshuk!

SALE
BLOWOUTBLOWOUTBLOWOUTBLOWOUTBLOWOUTBLOWOUTBLOWOUTSummer

Saturday, June 21
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Quarry-direct pricing on an unbelievable 
selection of natural stone...

Beautify your home
with natural stone!

• Tons of interlock
• Garden edging
• Stone stairs
• Retaining walls

• Driveway accents
• Walkway slabs
• Granite
• Flagstone

Prizes,
Charity BBQ and 

more!

July 6-11, 2014

(519)941-5683
www.fiddle.on.ca

Great accommodation, great food, and great instructors- Cindy 
Thompson, Karen Reed, Kyle Charron, Alanna Jenish, Jake 

Butineau, Chanda Leahy &  Sarah Robinson

Spend a week with the champs

Age 8-88
any experience level
For info and
registration forms call..

Instruction in Canadian Old Time Fiddling &
“Ottawa Valley” &  Traditional Step Dance

leevil Fg idn da ler &     
O

Step pDa amnce C

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Food advocates come together to question the need of local food banks
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Collectively, our 75 graduates received nearly 300 admission offers 
to schools across Canada, the U.S. and the world and were offered 
$1.3M in scholarships and awards for their post-secondary education. 
Well done, Grads! 
 
13415 Dufferin Street, King, Ontario  L7B 1K5  905.833.1220  www.cds.on.ca

Chris Adams, University of Guelph

Ben Albright, University of King’s College 

Ciara Ambrose, Thompson Rivers University

Michael Anobile, Gap Year

Rachel Atkins, Queen’s University

Rebecca Bertani, Queen’s University

Simone Bevilacqua, University of Guelph

Hayden Brown, Western University

Ashleigh Calvert, Queen’s University

Hannah Carlton, Clemson University

Sarina Colarossi, Parsons The New School for Design

Alexia Constantinou, University of British Columbia

Erin Curtis, McMaster University

Victoria D’Onofrio, Ryerson University

Josh Daiter, Queen’s University

Chris Dimas, Western University

Christian Favaro, Ontario College of Art & Design

Madeleine Fontein, Dalhousie University

Alexandra Gruspier, Ontario College of Art & Design

Michel Haché, Queen’s University

Tara Lynn Henechowicz, University of Toronto

Pauline Igochine, Ryerson University

Brittany Jackson, Concordia University

Amanda Jones, Western University

Callaghan Jull, Queen’s University Belfast

Shaaz Khan, Western University

Gabby Khazak, Ryerson University

Grayson Koch, Gap Year

Anastasia Kolotova, Western University

Greg Kustka-Tsimbidis, McGill University

Shaw Langston, Wilfrid Laurier University

Tessa Latowsky, Queen’s University

Ryann Leahy, Queen’s University

Riana Longo, Western University

Rachel MacIver, Wilfrid Laurier University

Natasha Martin, University of Guelph

Konnor McLeod, University of Toronto

Rachel Meiorin, Wilfrid Laurier University

Kurt Mighton, Western University

Dmitry Mokin, McMaster University

Justin Motazedian, Queen’s University

Anna Mroczkowski, Gap Year 

Neil Murdoch, University of Guelph

Masha Nikitouchkin, Western University

Andrea Okocha-Ray, Western University

James Oliver, University of Toronto

Bianca Pandolfo, Ryerson University

Lawrence Pessine, Western University

Alessandra Pozzuoli, Rhode Island School of Design

Isobel Pryce, University of Guelph

Lyndsay Reddick, University of King’s College

Connor Robertson, Dalhousie University

Jessy Rosen, Johns Hopkins University

Jacob Russell, Dalhousie University

William Scarth, University of Toronto

Jessica Schnabel, Queen’s University

James Simmonds, University of Toronto

Jai Singh, McGill University

Alexander Smith, Gap Year

Sara Smith, Mount Allison University

Emma Soave, Dalhousie University

Will Stanton, Queen’s University

Madison Staples, Wilfrid Laurier University

Lauren Stewart, Queen’s University

Tara Stipec, Queen’s University

Anastasia Taskov, Carleton University

Cara Tiemens, Ryerson University

Amy Titheridge, Western University

Ashton Topolinski, Michigan State University

Lukas Weese, University of Toronto

Ashley Weinstein, Dalhousie University

Maxime Weiss, University of Toronto

Evan White, Western University

Josh Wilson, University of King’s College

Josh Wolfe, University of Toronto

Congratulations to our Graduating Class of 2014


