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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
905.883.8812 or 1.888.891.8812

1-800-NEW-LEXUS

Our Team

LENARD LIND
Broker of Record

**based on IMS Stats, Aurora O�  ces

AURORA’S TOP 
SALES PRODUCER 2013**

LENARD LIND

15105 Yonge St.
Suite 100, Aurora, ON

*Some conditions may apply

Call today for a free property evaluation!*
905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com

www.lhlindrealty.com
Ontario’s only ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Residential Real Estate Company

BROKERAGE

(2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

Southwest Aurora  Renovated Gem!

3560 square foot stone & brick home! Soaring 9 foot ceil-
ings - open concept floor plan! New gourmet centre island 
kitchen open to spacious family room! Bathroom access to 
all bedrooms! Knockout finished lower level! Pool-sized 60 
foot. lot! $949,000. 

Wow - loaded!  Upgrades galore!  Open concept plan!  Soaring 
9 ft. ceilings!  Hrdwd strip fl oors!  Huge great room w/vaulted 
ceiling and skylites!  Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters & 
solarium eat-in area with w/o to oversized stone patio O/L 
ravine!  Bathrooms to all bdrms!  Master w/enticing ensuite & 
w-in!  prof. fi n lover level w/3pc bath, rec rm, games rm & 5th 
bdrm!   $995,000.

Yonge & Jefferson Beauty! Backs to Ravine!

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH
Please Join Us... 

Aurora United Church and Trinity Anglican Church will be 
joining together for worship and picnic on Sunday, June 15, at 10 
a.m. at Town Park. Our speaker will be Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. 
We’ll enjoy a barbeque, with activities for the kids (including
 a bouncy castle!) and celebrate summer in style. Please bring your 
own lawn chairs. Lunch is being provided by M&M Meats. There 
will be a donation basket for the lunch. Proceeds from the lunch 
will benefi t Welcome Table and Rise & Shine Breakfast. Everyone 
is welcome. 

Hope you can join us!

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

Continued on page 6 Continued on page 20

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

School 
can 
be 

easier.

Correct the root 
of the problem. 

Call 905-853-3363
learningability.org

admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca
905-895-1700 ext. 277

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Book your personal  
tour today!

JK to Grade 12

Authentic Mexican Food

Award Winning
Fish Tacos 
& Burritos

905.713.9993
TAKEOUT • DINE IN  • CATERING • LLBO

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

NOW 
OPEN

It penetrates so well, it actually   
protects wood from the inside out. 

®

technology matters.
ARBORCOAT ® waterborne.

AURORA PAINT AND DECORATING                    15216 Yonge Street  (905) 727-8161

SAVE $7 per gallon 
                                                    until June 8th

Economy and pensions top issues  
as candidates square off in debate

By Brock Weir

Newmarket-Aurora’s Provincial candidates got the blood 
pumping in the first public all-candidates meeting of  the election 
on Friday night. 

After recording a further debate earlier in the day, they arrived 
at Newmarket Theatre primed and ready to go. Ready to do battle 
in the political theatre were Liberal candidate Chris Ballard, 
Canadians’ Choice candidate Dorian Baxter, NDP candidate Angus 
Duff, Libertarian candidate Jason Jenkins, Green Party candidate 
Andrew Roblin, and Progressive Conservative candidate Jane 
Twinney. 

There, the candidates tackled issues ranging from hospital care 
to the local bee population. While the question of  the bees seemed 
to have everyone stumped, except for Roblin, predominant issues 
coming to the fore were the economy and pensions. 

Spurring the debate were two controversial proposals from the 
Liberals and PCs. The first, under Kathleen Wynne, is a pitch to 
put 1.9 per cent of  people’s paycheques into a new Ontario Pension 
Plan. The other, dubbed the Million Jobs Plan, has PC leader Tim 
Hudak proposing to cut over 100,000 public sector jobs, through 
attrition, in an effort to streamline frontline service. 

The first question out of  the gate addressed whether they would 
tackle eliminating Ontario’s deficit and debt while protecting “core 
services.” Twinney said the answer would be found in the PC plan.

“Part of  this is by reducing the number of  public service 
workers and this is part of  the reason why there is a lot of  concern 
out there,” said Twinney. “We need to reduce the size of  our 
government. We need to reduce it back to the levels they were only 
five years ago [and] this will certainly help our debt.”

For Ballard, however, that question is more complex than “saying 

Hillary-McIntyre 
Heritage Park vision  
set for demise

Legion marks two milestone 
anniversaries Saturday  
amid transition

By Brock Weir

Dreams to turn Hillary House, and the three properties 
immediately to its south, into a four-acre heritage park could 
turn to dust this week as Council faces a recommendation to 
put a halt to the project.

Staff  recommend not proceeding with the purchase of  
the privately owned Horton Place and Readman House 
properties which would have ultimately lead to the three 
houses coming together under the auspices of  the Town. 

The vision, which was brought forward to Council two 
years ago by Bill Albino, and other members of  the Hillary-
McIntyre Park Founding Committee, was to bring the three 
properties under one entity which would ultimately come 
under the ownership of  the Town of  Aurora. 

A significant portion of  the $10 million plan would have 

By Brock Weir

The world today is very different from the one faced by 
allied soldiers preparing to storm the beaches of  Normandy 
70 years ago this Saturday. 

Still, it is a vastly different world compared to when the 
Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion moved its 
nerve centre from central Yonge Street to what was then a 
remote plot of  land on Industrial Parkway North 40 years 
ago this month. 

But, today’s Legionnaires are looking to the past 
while forging ahead into the future this Saturday as they 
commemorate both milestone anniversaries. 

Billed as “70/40”, the dual-purpose commemoration will 
get underway at 11 a.m. on Saturday morning with a short 
parade of  veterans, Legion members, and bands from the 

Ask questions of your provincial candidates!        

ALL-CANDIDATES MEETING
Saturday, June 7       3 – 5 p.m.  

AURORA TOWN HALL
(Doors open at 2.30 p.m.)       100 John West Way

Continued on page 7

Lauren Strathdee, Zach Reich, and Renqiu Chen, Grade 
8 students at Aurora Senior Public School, celebrate 
their win at the York Region Multimedia Film Festi-
val last week. Their film on bullying was one of many 
submissions from Aurora filmmakers taking home top 
honours. For more, see Page 8. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Chris Ballard
Liberal

Dorian Baxter
Canadians’ Choice

Andrew Roblin
Green Party

Jane Twinney
Progressive Conservative
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Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month 

In June, the Skylight Gallery will feature the artwork of Nathan 
Hiller.

Nathan resides in Caledon, where he has developed a respect 
for the beauty and history of the area. It has influenced, inspired 
and nurtured his passion for photography. He is a member of 
Headwaters Arts and the Halton Hills Camera Club. Nathan’s 
preferred subject matter is eclectic and includes landscapes, 
portraiture, macro and contemporary pieces. 

Please join Nathan at his reception on Thursday, June 5 from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to learn more about his artwork.

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on the third floor of Aurora Town Hall.

Art for the Park 2014

Local youth have been busy putting their creative talents to use! 
Youth from various schools and community organizations have 
painted picnic tables and garbage cans that will be displayed in 
local parks and throughout The Town of Aurora. 

The finished products will be on display in the front courtyard at 
Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, for public viewing prior 
to being distributed. Residents are encouraged to come out and 
view the pieces and submit your pick for the “People’s Choice 
Award.” 

Voting will begin on Tuesday, June 10 at 2 p.m. and will close on 
Friday, June 13 at 4 p.m. You can vote in-person at the Customer 
Service desk, on the first floor of Town Hall, or email your vote to 
fdemarco@aurora.ca 

Photos of the projects will also be posted online at 
www.aurora.ca

Urban Art Aurora

There are only three spots left to participate in Urban Art Aurora! 
Register today for the unique opportunity to create 30 ft. art 
canvasses that will be hung in the new youth community space 
at the Aurora Family Leisure Complex. For more information, 
please visit www.aurora.ca/youth 

To register, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth Co-ordinator, 
Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca

Parks Spring Clean-up 

Are you looking for your community service volunteer hours 
to graduate from high school? Help us clean-up Aurora on the 
following days:

Saturday, June 7 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Aurora Community Centre, Fleury and Machell Park

Sunday, June 8 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Aurora Family Leisure Complex and Lambert Willson Park

To register, please refer to page 42 of the Spring Parks and 
Recreation Guide available at www.aurora.ca/programguide

For further information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca

Dinner and a Movie 

Cheaper by the Dozen  (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Public Library
 
When: Saturday, June 7  7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds
 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.  
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

Youth Engagement Committee Call for Members   

Are you an Aurora resident between the ages of 12 and 17 
interested in making a difference in your community? Become a 
member of the Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) today! Roles 
and responsibilities include engaging other youth within the 
community, serving as a liaison between Aurora youth and Town 
staff, exploring potential sponsorship opportunities and assisting 
with the development of programs and special events. 

The committee will meet every second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 4:30 p.m. from September 2014 to June 2015 

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca or visit www.aurora.ca/yec

The Aurora Public Library

Teddy Bear Tea with Grandpa and Grandma

Bring your favourite teddy and grandpa or grandma for tea 
time in the Optimist Room of the  APL on Saturday, June 7 
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to celebrate Ontario Seniors’ 
Month. We’ll start with a craft and provide fun books for you 
to read together while enjoying a cup of tea. This is an event 
for children ages three to 10 and their grandparents.  Please 
register by calling 905-727-9494 ext. 275.   

Notice of Town Hall Renovation

The Town of Aurora is pleased to announce that renovations have commenced on the first 
floor of Aurora Town Hall to create a new Customer Service unit, Access Aurora. 

The payment office will be fully operational during the construction, but will be 
temporarily located outside Council Chambers, adjacent to the main entrance on the first 
floor. Regular business hours remain in effect, Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, please contact Ivy Henriksen, Manager of Customer Service, at 
905-727-3123 ext. 4392 or ihenriksen@aurora.ca 

Stay tuned for the Access Aurora grand re-opening announcement once renovations are 
completed. We look forward to better-serving our growing community.

June is Parks and Recreation Month

Help The Town of Aurora celebrate Parks and Recreation month by attending one of 
the many exciting events planned throughout June. 

Join us on Sunday, June 8 starting at 11:30 a.m. for a free family picnic and concert 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and Arboretum. 

Additional activities planned throughout the month include a scavenger hunt, 
zumba and yoga in the park, Father’s Day swim and more! 

To learn more about these activities, please visit www.aurora.ca/jrpm

REMINDERS

Outdoor Water Use By-law 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related to 
outdoor water use. It is important that all residents and 
businesses observe the regulations, as they have been 
put into place to ensure a continued and abundant water 
supply. Even/odd water restrictions are in effect.

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, June 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, June 9 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 10 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, June 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, June 12 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Tuesday, June 17 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee Cancelled
Tuesday, June 17 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, June 18 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board
Thursday, June 19 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, June 20 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Line Painting  

Please be advised that The Town of Aurora has started re-painting 
the centre lines on Town streets.  Work will continue over the next 
few weeks between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m.

When possible, residents are asked to refrain from parking on the 
street during these times to allow space for crews to complete the 
work. 

For more information, please contact Kevin Vande Beek at 
kvandebeek@aurora.ca or 905-727-3123 ext. 3459. 

Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Conservation Plan   

We want your input! York Region is holding open houses to 
solicit input from residents, businesses and organizations on 
the 2015 review of the Greenbelt Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan. 

Tuesday, June 10

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
King City Arena and Community Centre
25 Doctors Lane, Township of King

Wednesday, June 11

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
East Gwillimbury Sports Complex
1914B Mount Albert Road, Town of East Gwillimbury

If you are unable to attend an open house, you can submit 
comments to futureyork@york.ca or York Region, 17250 Yonge 
Street, Newmarket, ON, L3Y 6Z1 ATTN: Long Range Planning 
Branch.

Home Repairs for Independent Living   

York Region is offering grants up to $5,000 through the Home 
Repairs for Independent Living Pilot Program for people who have 
a disability or seniors who need home modifications to support 
activities of daily living. The program helps eligible people with 
low to moderate income stay in their homes. 

For eligibility requirements and the application package, please 
visit www.york.ca/communitysupport or call 1-888-256-1112 
(TTY 905-762-0401). 

Application deadline is Tuesday, June 17. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park

Residents are invited to a ceremony commemorating The Town 
of Aurora’s Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park, honouring the recent 
Diamond Jubilee celebration of Queen Elizabeth II. 

The celebration will include a sign unveiling which features the 
names of Aurora citizens honoured with the Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal for their significant contributions to 
Aurora and Canada. 

Where: Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park 
 John West Way and Civic Square Gate
                      *Please note that parking is limited

When: Tuesday, June 17   3 p.m.

A reception will follow at Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, 
in the Skylight Gallery, 3rd floor. Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 10 
to Betty De Bartolo at 905-726-4741 or 
bdebartolo@aurora.ca

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Decorated � oats, walking groups and marching bands 
are encouraged to participate in our well-attended 

Canada Day parade! Demonstrate your Canadian spirit 
and enthusiasm! Fantastic for local business exposure! 

Download a registration form at
www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade

and submit by Friday, June 13.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade for more information
Like us on Facebook       Follow us on Twitter #AuroraEvents2014

Please note, we reserve the right to 
cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by:

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

20142014

Murray Dr.

Wellington St.

Mark St.

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

Edward St.

Kennedy St.

Yonge Street

N

A CURORA HRYSLER

CANADA DAY
PARADECANADA DAY
PARADE

Sign up now to participate in The Town
of Aurora’s Annual Canada Day Parade

Aurora
Teen Idol

Another  exc i t ing  event  b rought  to  you by 

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday for more information

Auditions take place on
Tuesday, June 17, 2014

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Aurora Community Centre

Final Competition takes place
during the Canada Day festivities on

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Lambert Willson Park

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

Follow us on Twitter
#AuroraEvents2014

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Are you the next
Aurora Teen Idol?

If you are a resident of Aurora and between the ages of 12 and 17, you are eligible to enter the competition!
Open to individual vocalists only

Register by Friday, June 13. Applications are available at Aurora Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
or online at www.aurora.ca/canadaday
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DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

AnnuAl 
GenerAl MeetinG

Presentation of 2013 Audited Financial 
Statements & Year End Review 

All Welcome 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

7 pm 

22 Church Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1G4 
Tel: 905-713-1818

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
Fully accessible building

enter at north doors

Town of  Aurora  100 John West  Way, Aurora  ON L4G 6J1   |   905-727-1375  |   www.aurora .ca

Congratulations!
The Town of Aurora congratulates the 2014 Community Recognition and Citizen of the Year 
Award winners and award nominees. Volunteering helps shape our community’s future and unites 
individuals who share a common vision to enrich the lives of our residents. Thank you to all our 
volunteers. Your selfless actions help make The Town of Aurora a great place to live.

2014 Community Recognition Award Winners
Civic Appreciation Award 
Jared Jenicek

Outstanding Acheivement Award 
(Individual) 
Jan Freedman

Outstanding Acheivement Award 
(Non-Profit Organization) 
Special Olympics Ontario - Aurora

Good Neighbour Award 
Chris Zhang

Bob Harman Memorial Award 
Bill Kizovski

Volunteer Service Awards
5 YEARS 
John Grant 
William Hack 
Branislava Milosevic 
Joan Stevenson 
Nancee Webb

10 YEARS 
Eric Clement 
Anne Collard 
Evelyn Meleta 
Gloria Smith

15 YEARS 
Karen Fullbrook

20+ YEARS 
Madge Ford 
Robert Gaby 
Margaret Howard Gunn 
Greg Way

2014 Citizen of the Year Beverley Wood
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Spend $50 
or more, get

SAXX Underwear

14845 Yonge Street, 
Aurora | 905-727-0824
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Colours presentation by Duke of York 
will carry on historic tradition

By Brock Weir

After the Duke of  York comes 
into the area this Thursday, 
June 5, for a special luncheon 
at Oakview Terrace to celebrate 
the Queen’s York Rangers and 
help unveil the commemorative 
plaque for Aurora’s Diamond 
Jubilee Park, it will be off  
to Toronto for a very special 
ceremony. 

Prince Andrew, the Queen’s 
son, will present new battle 
honours to the Queen’s York 
Rangers, presenting the 
Regiment, of  which he is 
Colonel in Chief, with new 
colours. These new colours, 
the traditional flag carried 
by a Regiment in battle, will 
incorporate four new battle 
honours granted to the 
Regiment in honour of  their efforts in the War of  
1812, as well as for their valiant work in Afghanistan 
in a conflict which has not even begun to drift into 
the realm of  memory. 

The original colours honoured by the Queen’s 
York Rangers are thought to be the oldest existent 
colours currently held by a North American 
Regiment. 

According to The Colours of  the Queen’s York 
Rangers, published by the Regiment in the 1970s, 
the “ancient colours” of  the Queen’s York Rangers, 
have their roots in the 1770s during the American 
Revolutionary War. 

Early historians peg the original colours, which 
now hang in honour in the officers’ mess at the Fort 
York Armoury, as the very ones hoisted by John 
Graves Simcoe during the Revolutionary War “to 
put the fear of  God into the revolutionaries.” 

The colours were rediscovered in plain sight 
hanging in the home of  the Simcoe family in the 
early 1900s by collector and newspaper publisher 
John Ross Robertson and he began the process 
of  repatriating what he felt was a very important 
piece of  “Canadiana.” 

He purchased the flags from the Simcoe family, 
and they eventually found their way to the Toronto 
Public Library, but not before they were restored by 
the Royal School of  Needlework at Hampton Court 
Palace. Further restoration work was carried out 

in 1974 by the Royal Ontario 
Museum. 

“The ROM experts found that 
neither the King’s Colour nor 
the Regimental Colour were 
in one piece,” notes the official 
history. “Each colour was in 
many pieces. The first step was 
to remove the fragile colours 
from their backing. Then they 
were measured, photographed 
and drawn. Each colour was 
then hand washed between 
nylon screens to protect them 
and make it easier to handle 
the very heavy, wet mess.”

After drying, the original 
fabric was remounted and 
further examination was able 
to zero in on their true age. 

“Two aspects of  the design 
of  the colours help to date 
them,” notes the history. “They 

carry the title ‘1st American Regiment,’ awarded to 
the Regiment in general orders May 2, 1779. There 
is no sign of  this title being added to the colours, 
so they could not have been made earlier than 
mid-1779. And neither colour carries a Cross of  St. 
Patrick, which was not ordered added to the Union 
Flag until 1801, so the colours are older than that.”

Following the latest restoration job, the restored 
and newly mounted colours were officially unveiled 
at Fort York by Pauline McGibbon, then Lieutenant-
Governor of  Ontario, in April, 1975. 

“The Queen’s York Rangers inherit the regimental 
traditions of  many earlier British and Canadian 
units, dating back as far as Rogers’ Rangers (1756), 
the Queen’s Rangers of  the Revolutionary War 
(1776 – 1783), the Queen’s Rangers in Upper Canada 
(1791 – 1802), the York Militia, the Queen’s Rangers 
of  1837, and the 12th York Rangers (1866 – 1936). 

“The Queen’s Rangers were formed again in 
1925 in Toronto by an amalgamation of  the 
West Toronto Regiment 
and the 2nd Battalion of  
the York Rangers. In 1936, 
these Queen’s Rangers 
and York Rangers, were 
amalgamated to form the 
Queen’s York Rangers, the 
name of  the present-day 
reserve unit.” 

Klees feted as people lace up and  
rock out for i Run and Rock

By Jeff Doner

The second annual i Run and Rock 
fundraiser took place at the Ray 
Twinney Arena in Newmarket on 
Saturday, with rock band Glass Tiger 
headlining the event along with a 
tribute to MPP Frank Klees.

The event itself  was to raise 
awareness and help raise funds to 
support first responders who suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD).

Throughout the day, participants 
took part in a 1, 5 or 10 km run and then 
were treated to a free concert featuring 
local bands and headliner Glass Tiger. 
There was also a large silent auction 
with tons of  great prizes.

Formed in 2013, United by Trauma 
consists of  executive members and 
trauma survivors York Regional Police 
officer James Ward, Barrie Police 
officer Wayne Dufour, Nicole Taylor, 
an operating room nurse, military wife 
and owner of  Taylor Made Yoga, and 
three time JUNO Award winner Sam 
Reid of  Glass Tiger. 

United by Trauma is integral in 
building awareness about PTSD and 

the impact it has on first responders in 
the medical field, emergency services 
and the military.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP 
Frank Klees receives a 
guitar from organizers 
of the i Run and Rock 
in appreciation of his  
efforts for First  
Responders. 

Auroran photo 
by Jeff Doner

The Rangers’ new Guidon, featuring 
their new Battle Honours commem-
orating their recent service in Af-
ghanistan, as well as battles fought 
in the War of 1812, will be paraded 
before the Duke of York at Fort York 
on Thursday.       Supplied photo

BUILD A RAMP THIS WEEKEND
The “Stop Gap” initiative is coming to Aurora this weekend 

and organizers are looking for your help. Volunteers will be 
welcomed at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre woodshop this Saturday, 
June 7, beginning at 11.30 a.m. to lend a hand to put together one-
step ramps designed to increase accessibility to local businesses. 
Stop Gap, an offshoot of  the Community Ramp Project, was 
founded by Stouffville native Luke Anderson after an accident 
left him in a wheelchair. Seemingly small steps soon became big 
challenges and he set out to do something about it – developing 
a cheap, colourful model to encourage businesses to increase 
accessibility through their doors with a portable ramp. “It will 
give a better understanding of  the Stop Gap program to make 
businesses more accessible,” says Aurora accessibility advocate 
Tyler Barker. “It is very simple to do.” For more information, 
contact Mr. Barker at 905-727-6910 or tylerbarker21@bell.net , or 
visit www.stopgap.ca. 

ROCK THE VOTE 
Youth are invited to come out for “York Youth Rock The Vote” 

this Thursday, June 5, to get up close and personal with their 
local candidates ahead of  the June 12 Provincial Election. All 
candidates have been invited to participate at the event, which 
will be held at Newmarket’s Valley View Alliance Church from 
7 – 9 p.m., and take questions from youth who will be leading the 
event. It is not your traditional style all-candidates meeting, and 
organizers plan to include spoken word, music, and multimedia.

NEWCOMERS TO COUNCIL RACE
While the Provincial Election takes centre stage until June 

12, Aurora residents have been stepping up to fill up the 2014 
Municipal Race. In recent weeks, first-time candidates Harold 
Kim and James Hoyes have joined the race looking to make a 
difference and, on Monday, they were joined by Bob Chapman. 
The Auroran’s series of  profiles with new candidates will 
continue next week with Mr. Kim and Mr. Hoyes. 
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–Sunday’s weather was just too good 
to pass up. It was a golden opportunity 
to do something completely different.

Well, it was completely different 
for me, anyway. For thousands and 
thousands of  Aurorans – and even 
thousands of  people from well beyond 
our borders – it is pretty standard fare 
for the first Sunday of  June, but I am 
nevertheless proud to cross something 
off  the shallower end of  my Bucket 
List: I finally took in the Aurora Street 
Festival in its entirety.

After living in Aurora for nearly 10 
years, it certainly wasn’t due to a lack of  effort on my 
part. It always seemed that no matter where I started, 
somehow I always got waylaid near Kennedy Street. 

By the time I hit Kennedy, any number of  things 
would happen: either the heat would kick in, 
necessitating hunting for a place to fill up a water bottle 
(or an ATM to buy some ridiculously overpriced thirst 
quencher); or I would arrive at the tail end of  things after 
all the good stuff  had been picked over. (Tupperware 
and other kitchen gizmos can hold my interest for 
only so long – and those were always in ready supply 
no matter the time of  day); or my relatively fair skin 
would ring out a painful cry for help, no matter what I 
had slathered on it before venturing out of  my house; 
or Mother Nature would kick in, producing a torrential 
downpour.

Nevertheless, I arrived at our office armed with 
a game plan, water bottle, a pair of  shorts with more 
pockets than necessary, and prepared to jump in feet 
first. It was quite an experience.

The plan was simple: start at Wellington Street, work 
both sides of  the street until Yonge Street widens, then 
do the west side all the way down to Murray, and then 
the east back up to Wellington, taking the opportunity 
to eat my way back to the car. 

Despite a burned scalp (if  there’s any way for a 
person with a head too large to comfortably wear 
baseball caps to avoid a sunburn on the roof  without 
dipping one’s head directly into Coppertone, I would 
welcome your suggestions), it was a winning formula 
and I was surprised with the number of  things I was 
ready to return home with, spending no more than $10. 

ATTENTION AURORA SHOPPERS!
What also surprised me was the level of  engagement 

out on that street. Obviously the thousands who turned 
out on Sunday weren’t simply bargain hunters; some 
make it an annual tradition, others seek out the 
information on the when, where, and how, while others 
use the opportunity to stay in, or get back in, touch 
with one’s community. 

It was a philosophy that many political hopefuls kept 
close to their hearts as they took part in the organized 
mayhem. Visitors who might have started at the top of  
the street would have been greeted by Ontario Liberal 
candidate Chris Ballard’s vibrant red booth, staffed by 
volunteers dressed in an equally vibrant hue. 

If  you started on the other end, it wouldn’t have been 
long before you encountered the cooler blue tones of  
Progressive Conservative candidate Jane Twinney’s 
booth, staffed by the candidate herself, outgoing MPP 
Frank Klees and a host of  other volunteers. 

Somewhere close to the middle of  
the action was a booth for mayoral 
candidate John Gallo who, in addition 
to his eye-catching Plinko-like game, 
made things a family affair. One of  the 
first people I encountered on the street 
was Gallo’s son, Dante, who provided 
me with very clear directions to his 
dad’s booth. He is a valuable asset to 
the campaign team!

Rounding out the list were, among 
others, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe manning 
the Town of  Aurora booth in the 
southern half  of  the sale, various other 

Council candidates, and although I didn’t see an actual 
booth, or the man himself, supporters of  Ontario NDP 
candidate Angus Duff  boosted his campaign.

Whether they were at their respective booths or in 
the streets, these people, armed with their campaign 
literature, attracted healthy crowds. People on the 
receiving end didn’t just grab a pamphlet and head out 
on their merry way to unload the dough burning holes 
in their pockets. They stopped to listen, engage, and 
perhaps even get a clearer picture in their head on how 
they are going to vote next Thursday, or this fall. 

ALL QUIET ON THE ELECTION FRONT
It was a brand of  engagement I am certainly not 

seeing repeated elsewhere in Town. By this time in the 
last Provincial election in 2011, streets – residential and 
otherwise – would be awash in a mixture of  blue, red, 
orange, and green, as residents offered up their own 
lawns to make a political statement and that is simply 
not the case today. 

Letters to the Editor sections in local newspapers, 
regardless of  which side of  the Newmarket-Aurora 
divide you lived on, would be overflowing with people 
speaking out on who to vote for, who they are voting 
for, and coming up with an endless list of  grievances 
against those opposing their own choice. 

But, that does not seem to be the case this time 
around. At press time, rare would be the street where 
you would find more than a handful of  election signs. 
Aside from debates, and candidates talking about the 
issues they apparently hear door to door, election issues 
are barely on the lips of  the residents I’ve encountered, 
and yet the clock is ticking down. 

What can it be attributed to? Before Sunday’s Street 
Festival, I was going to chalk it up to apathy, but that 
does not necessarily seem to be the case. Were Aurorans 
already decided in who to vote for before the writ was 
even dropped? Do people not see an embarrassment 
of  riches when they look to the party leaders or local 
candidates? If  you have any bright ideas on what to 
attribute it to, please email me at the address above!

CORRECTION

In our coverage of  last week’s Citizen of  the Year 
and Community Recognition Awards ceremonies, we 
mistakenly omitted Aurora Cornerstone Church as 
one of  the many local churches involved in Welcoming 
Arms. Additionally, in the first photo in the fourth 
row of  photos, Councillors Ballard and Thompson 
are presenting the 10 Year Volunteer Service Award to 
Evelyn Meleta.

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

June is bustin’ out all over… 

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir
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(An open letter to Town Park area neighbours)

Thank you for all the support you have given our “olde” 
neighborhood regarding the designation of  the southeast as 
a Heritage District. 

We regret that our Town Council has voted to end the 
study at this time.

We are disappointed with their decision, especially since 
49.9 per cent of  homeowners remain undecided (indicating 
they were not for or against continuing the study) until 
they received additional information in order to make an 
informed decision. 

As part of  the compromise agreement discussed in Council 
Chambers on April 23, we asked for a boundary review via 
the Heritage Advisory Committee earlier this month.  

Council did not discuss this option.  
We plan to hold the Mayor and Council members to 

the compromise agreement as we move forward. They 
need to show us how they will protect our heritage 
community from incompatible development. 
Our position remains the same, and this was the reason 
for initiating discussions of  heritage designation 
several years ago: we welcome new development in 
the southeast district but it must be sympathetic 
to the heritage buildings that are already here. 
Thank you once again for your support and words of  
encouragement over the past three months.  

 
 Erina Kelly, David Pressley, Anna Kroeplin, Dana Atkinson

Town Park Area Residents - Committee Members

When a member of  Town Council takes a leave of  absence 
to pursue other political ambitions, one would assume that 
he or she can no longer participate in town events under 
their official role as an elected member of  Council. 

One should also assume that their elected title “Councillor” 
should no longer be used until the leave of  absence is over and 
they have finally re-assumed their official responsibilities on 
Council.

In light of  these two statements, I feel both disturbed and 
disrespected, as a taxpayer in the riding of  Newmarket-
Aurora, that we have a Councillor who is currently doing the 
opposite. 

Councillor Chris Ballard is on the record as saying that he 
has taken a leave of  absence from Town Council as of  May 6, 
2014, but was photographed on May 26 distributing awards as 
a “current’” Town Councillor. 

He continues to campaign as the Ontario Liberal Candidate 
in Newmarket-Aurora while also using his Councillor title 
simultaneously.

Is this not a breach of  conduct in the very least?

Bob Kwapis
Newmarket

“Leave of Absence”  
raises questions

Councillors need to protect 
heritage from “incompatible 
development”

Why are First Responders important to us?
By Paige Getty

This essay, entitled “Why are 
First Responders important 
to us?” was written by Grade 
2 student Paige Getty. It won 
second place in the Elementary 
Student category in the First 
Responders Day essay contest 
hosted by Newmarket-Aurora 
MPP Frank Klees. 

First Responders are 
police officers, fire fighters 
and paramedics. If  someone 
is sick or needs help, these 

helpers are the first ones on 
the scene. Sometimes these 
people are even in danger! 
I know this because my dad 
and grandfather are fire 
fighters.

My dad always wanted to 
be a fire man. His dad (my 
Grandpa Jim) died in a fire in 
Toronto trying to save people 
when my dad was only three 
years old. My dad has always 
wanted to help people just 
like his dad ever since.

My dad is very brave and he 
rescues people every day. He 

helps people in car crashes, 
in fires, or if  they get sick 
and need to go to the hospital. 
He even went up a ladder to 
save a racoon up in a tree. 
The racoon’s head was stuck 
in a tree hole and my dad had 
to chip away the hole, make 
the racoon’s body greasy, and 
pull him out by his feet!

I love my dad and I know 
my grandpa keeps me safe 
from heaven. They are both 
very brave and we are all 
lucky to have them protecting 
us every day. 

Come and meet your provincial candidates        

ALL-CANDIDATES MEETING
Saturday, June 7, 

AURORA TOWN HALL
3 – 5 p.m.  (Doors open at 2.30 p.m.)

Aurora’s Community Newspaper

Hosted by 

Chris Ballard
Liberal party

Dorian Baxter
Canadians’ Choice

Andrew Roblin
Green Party

Jane Twinney
Progressive Conservative

Confirmed attendance at press time
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Sometime next year movie-goers throughout 
Europe could be visiting their favourite theatres, 
sitting down with a large popcorn, or whatever 
they snack on over there, and seeing up on the 
big screen not Sandra Bullock, or Brad Pitt, 
or Johnny Depp, or some other Hollywood 
superstar, but… well… me.

I know, you ask, “what did those poor 
Europeans ever do to deserve that?”

It all started several years ago, when I started looking into the 
fate of  my late uncle.  He was killed in the Second World War, 
when his Wellington bomber was shot down over the North Sea.  

Of  the six crew members, three bodies were recovered and 
positively identified, but the fate of  the other three, including my 
uncle, was unknown.   They were, eventually, officially identified 
as lost at sea.

Two of  the crew washed up, and were subsequently buried, on 
the island of  Schiermonnikoog, off  the coast of  The Netherlands.

Through my research I learned that another body had washed 
up there at about the same time.  

This one remained unidentified and was buried in Grave 60 
in the island’s tiny cemetery, called Vredenhof, or “Garden of  
Peace”. 

Through a series of  fortunate happenstances, the occupying 
German forces kept meticulous records of  the men who were 
buried there, and these records had survived the war, ending up 
in the hands of  the man currently overseeing the cemetery.

When I contacted him, he shared this information with me, 
and although the details were not definitive, the doctor at the time 
thought the unidentified body was from my uncle’s plane, and the 
general description of  the body and clothing sounded right.  

This, along with some other circumstantial evidence got me 
thinking; could this be my late uncle?

I’m continuing my research, but since the remains will not be 
exhumed for DNA testing, I realize I’ll never know for sure.

So, how does that result in me being up on the big screen?
Here’s where fortunate happenstance – except perhaps, for 

those movie-going Europeans - kicks in again.
It turns out that over the past few years, a German crew has 

been filming a documentary about the cemetery, 
which has a fascinating history.

It was started in 1906 as a resting place for 
victims of  disasters at seaw who had washed up 
on shore.  

During the Second World War, the Germans 
quickly occupied the island. The Commander 
who was in charge agreed with the local Dutch 

authorities that any bodies that washed on shore, whether they 
be Allied or German, would be buried together in the cemetery 
with full military honours.  

Apparently, this was the only cemetery in the Third Reich 
throughout the war in which this occurred.

Following the war, the current overseer of  the cemetery had 
inherited all of  the related documents, and had spent decades 
researching the men buried there, contacting relatives, and 
meeting with family members who had come from all over the 
world to visit the graves.   

The German crew had filmed a number of  these stories from 
families on both sides of  the war.  

They heard of  our research, and wanted to include that angle, 
which has the added twist of  us being one of  at least three families 
who believe their relative is buried in Grave 60.

Although our potential participation in the documentary 
was first raised a few years ago, as time went by we never really 
thought it would happen, especially since the documentary 
is to be completed this year, so that it can premiere in theatres 
next spring for the 70th anniversary of  the liberation of  The 
Netherlands.

Then last month, everything fell into place within a few weeks, 
and before we knew it, the producer, a cameraman and sound 
man were here in Aurora with all of  their equipment filming in 
our house.

Were we ready for our close-ups? Did everything go without a 
hitch?

Well, no, and no.  
But more about that in my next column.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: machellscorners@gmail.com

Ready for My Close-up?

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

WEEKLY
AURORAN POLL

Ottawa Report 

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Go to    www.theauroran.com to vote!
Results will be tabulated Tuesday at 12 noon.
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This week’s election results

Saving Every Woman, Every Child Summit
In my role as Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of  International Development, I occasionally 
have the opportunity to meet some very interesting 
people. On these occasions, it is rare for me not to 
extend them an open invitation to visit our great 
community.  

I recently had an interesting assignment within my 
Parliamentary Secretary portfolio. I was honoured to emcee the 
recent Saving Every Woman, Every Child: Within Arm’s Reach 
summit on maternal, newborn and child health. Leaders and 
delegates from all over the world attended.

Co-hosted by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, the event 
provided renewed global momentum to advance maternal, 
newborn and child health as a global priority beyond 2015. With 
the support of  global leaders, including Jakaya Kikwete, Summit 
Co-Chair and President of  the United Republic of  Tanzania, 
Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah of  Jordan, His Highness 
the Aga Khan, Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of  the United 
Nations, Dr. Jim Yong Kim, President of  the World Bank Group, 
Dr. Margaret Chan of  the World Health Organization, Anthony 
Lake of  UNICEF, and Melinda Gates of  the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, Canada called on all global partners to renew 
efforts to end all preventable maternal and child deaths. 

We heard from experts across the spectrum that reducing 
maternal and child deaths in the world’s poorest countries 
can be as simple as reaching them with Vitamin A capsules 
(that cost just pennies each), bed nets or vaccines. The near 
eradication of  polio, thanks in large part to our local Rotary 
clubs, is a great example. Private and non-profit partnerships to 
deliver simple and cost effective interventions, is another. Not 
only is reducing preventable deaths the right thing to do, it is 
also an investment in local economic development within the 
context of  an increasingly expanding global market.

Working with Municipalities
I was also recently honoured to represent the Government 

of  Canada at the Federation of  Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
annual conference where I spoke on the growing role of  local 
governments in international development.  

For over 25 years, FCM has been a valued partner for Canada’s 
development program in developing countries. It works in a 
coordinated and collaborative fashion with local government 
partners in developing countries to help bolster local economic 
development by adding their knowledge and experience to the 
equation. 

In Ukraine, Haiti, the Caribbean region, Africa and Asia, 
dedicated leaders and staff  have taken on difficult challenges in 

uncertain situations to help bring stability and good 
government to the people in those countries.

I am proud of  the federal government’s support of  
FCM and municipal governments, as evidenced by 
our responding to their requests to double, index and 
expand the Gas Tax Fund. It is essential that all levels 
of  government work together for those we serve, the 
taxpayers.

National Conservation Plan
The Prime Minister recently announced our landmark 

National Conservation Plan. It provides a long-term vision for 
conservation efforts across Canada by conserving and restoring 
Canada’s ecosystems, and connecting Canadians to nature. 

Funding of  $252 million over five years will be used to conserve 
ecologically sensitive lands, support voluntary conservation 
and restoration action, restore wetlands, strengthen marine and 
coastal conservation, and improve access to wildlife areas and 
green spaces for Canadians.

The Plan will also expand opportunities for municipalities, 
environmental interest groups, hunters and anglers, landowners 
and community groups, to take practical actions to safeguard 
the land and water around them in the priority areas of  land 
and water conservation, ecosystem restoration and connecting 
Canadians to nature.

Nature matters to all of  us and the National Conservation 
Plan will encourage and enable Canadians to take action in 
their own communities.

Call for Proposals – New Horizons for Seniors
The Government of  Canada is seeking applications for 

projects that will help Canadian seniors use their leadership 
abilities, skills and experience to continue to make a difference 
in their communities through the New Horizons for Seniors 
Program (NHSP).

NHSP community-based projects help empower seniors to 
share their knowledge, skills and experiences with others and 
support communities by increasing their capacity to address 
local issues. 

The call for proposals will close on Friday, July 4, 2014. 
Organizations may receive up to $25,000 in grant funding. 
Projects must address one or more of  the program’s 
five objectives: volunteering, mentoring, expanding 
awareness of  elder abuse, social participation and capital 
assistance. For more information visit esdc.gc.ca/seniors. 

If  you would like to contact me on any issue, please call 905-953-
7515 or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look forward to 
hearing from you.

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Compulsory Voting
The Ontario Provincial election 

is just a week away and parties of  all 
stripes and colours are doing their 
darndest to “get out the vote.” 

Strategies abound.  
Flashy advertisements have 

appeared in newspapers and on 
transit. I saw one at the YRT stop this 
morning extolling the virtues – and 
importance – of  voting.  Interesting. 
Not sure if  it will work though. Thus 
far, nothing seems to prod the populace 
into exercising their hard fought right 
to vote.

As a consequence, compulsory 
voting is a topic of  discussion again as 
political pundits consider the best way 
to deal with the legion of  apathetic 
voters – or non-voters, to be more 
accurate.  

Compulsory democracy? It’s a bit 
oxymoronic for the state to claim that 
by compelling citizens to vote they do 
so in the name of  democratic rights.  

However, there are a number of  
countries across the globe that require 
all citizens of  voting age to cast their 
ballot in national elections.  

At last count, I believe there were 
just over 30 countries that compel their 
citizens to vote.

Most folks are familiar with the 
Australian example. Since 1924, 
Australia has made voting compulsory 
for all citizens 18-years-of-age or older. 
There are financial penalties for those 
that don’t vote. But the fine is pretty 
meagre – about $20 for anyone that 
doesn’t have a good enough reason for 
failing to vote. Not really a disincentive 
for most folks.

Other countries take a much tougher 
approach. 

Belgium has required its citizens to 
vote since 1892!  Similar to Australia, 
nominal fines are levied against 
those who don’t vote. However, if  you 
opt to pay the nominal fine rather 
than vote, you may find that certain 
governmental jobs are mysteriously 
no longer open to you.  

Further, if  you don’t vote in a few 
elections in a row, you could end up 
being barred from being allowed to 
vote at all for upwards of  10 years!

Greece and Bolivia seem to be the 
toughest on non-voters.  

If  you don’t vote in a general election 
in Greece, it is highly unlikely that 
you will be able to renew your driver’s 
license or your passport.  

In Bolivia, if  you don’t vote, you 
can’t get paid!  

The government can actually 
prevent you from accessing your own 
bank accounts for a failure to vote!

Voter turnouts in these countries 
are near to 100 per cent for obvious 
reasons.  However, in my humble 
opinion, I don’t think that necessarily 
translates into greater participation in 
the democratic process.  

Generally, when people are forced 
to do something, they are not engaged 
in that process. They comply because 
they are compelled. Does it mean they 
give any greater thought to whom they 
select? Or do they simply pick “C” like 
a kid who hasn’t studied for a multiple 
choice exam?

I am not clear how more votes equate 
with better elections.

I think it simply means “more 
votes”.  

There’s no such thing as achieving 
economies of  scale in the electoral 
process.  There’s no better deal to be 
had if  more of  us do it.

Frankly, I don’t think it’s in anyone’s 

a)      Canadians’ Choice
b)      Green
c)      Liberal
d)      NDP
e)      Progressive Conservative

Which party do you  
plan to vote for on June 12?

Continued on Page  10

Cardinal Carter’s Free the Children Council let loose on Saturday afternoon after a very successful e-waste  
collection day. Three bins of old computers, TVs, and other examples of electronic waste were filled, collected 
and weighed by ARTEX, and proceeds from the collection will benefit Rose of Sharon and laptop programs for  
Aboriginal youth in Northern Ontario.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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PUB & GRILL

Monday Night 
Wing Night

1/2 Price Wings 
         59¢ each
Jumbo Wings. 
Best Wings in town 

Fathers Day
 

“Bring Dad out for some 
classic rock and roll”

Wed night 

OPEN MIC NIGHT

Saturday Nights 
Starting June 14th 

Karaoke
 From 9 pm 

1 1 5  C O M M E R C E  D R .  # 7 ,  A U R O R A ,  O N  L 4 G  0 G 2

June 20th Market Farmers

June 6th Band 
Jesse Karwat 

June 13th Band 
The Mad Men 

I n  t h e  p l a z a  n e x t  t o  W a l m a r t

Looking for Sports Teams to Sponsor 
Summer or Winter Teams | Call 647-622-7780

7pm – Lobster Feast
3 course meal only $29.95 

Starts at 8:30

Get your tickets now. Only limited tickets available. 

July 5 Band – THE Undeclared 

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

FAMILY LAW LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of  
Family Law to resolve 

parenting, support,  
and property issues  

arising from  
separating families.  

A practitioner of Collaborative  
Family Law – a client  

controlled, lawyer assisted, 
out-of-court-process

focusing on achieving mutually 
acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

CARE WHEN I NEED IT

I’m relaxed because everything I need 
is right here. Plus, there’s always someone 

available if I need help.”

Respite STAYS AVAILABLE

Call today to book 
your personal visit & 

Complimentary lunch!

Liz and Frank never missed a beat...
And now they’re ready for the next step.

Visit us online at
www.chartwell.com

While Liz and Frank enjoy a busy lifestyle today, they appreciate the peace 
of mind in knowing that Chartwell offers flexibility and choice to help with 
changing care needs in the future. Until that time, they’ll continue to follow 
where the music leads in their new Chartwell home.

CHARTWELL 
PARK PLACE 
retirement residence

15055 Yonge St., Aurora

Call 905-727-2952

Chartwell’s bringing you  
warmth in January. 
Look for us in your community on January 22nd! PARK PLACE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE 

15055 Yonge St. Aurora 
Call 905-727-2952

Visit us online at www.chartwell./com

Staff suggest scrapping Town involvement in hertiage park plan
come out of  Aurora’s $34 million Hydro 
Reserve funds, with the balance coming 
from Federal and Provincial grants, as 
well as private fundraising efforts. 

What was initially floated as a four-
acre heritage site with Hillary House 
remaining as is, the southernmost 
Horton Place becoming a museum, 
and the central Readman House gutted 
and transformed into a museum and 
conference space, has taken many 
twists and turns since its inception. 

Most recently, a feasibility study 
suggested turning it into a commercial 
venture, with the possibility of  a 
medical/health hub, but a report before 
Councillors this week from Aurora 
CAO Neil Garbe says as time wore on 
the possibility of  coming up with a 
cohesive vision amongst all parties 
continued to “diminish.”

“The study concludes that the 
purchase of  Horton Place and Readman 
House represents a strategic purchase 
with long-term benefits to the Town 
likely to significantly outweigh the 
costs,” says Mr. Garbe in his report. 
“This conclusion, however, is based 
on the principle that the Town’s best 
interests are served by adaptive re-
use of  the combined site, guided by a 
master plan. The assumption is that a 
feasible redevelopment should include 
investment by the private sector, as 
well as retaining public use for the site. 
Achieving development which does 
not burden the Town with significant 

capital costs, or operating deficit for the 
site, will require partnership with the 
private sector, as well as compromise 
to achieve the promise of  the heritage 
park.”

It was a “departure”, he noted from 
the original vision put forward by Mr. 
Albino and the other members of  the 
committee, but another hitch in the 
plan was defining the ultimate role of  
the municipality in the finished result. 

“Staff  examined the opportunities 
for creating commercial value on the 
properties with the view to, firstly, 
identify if  profit could be generated 
to feed back into Hillary House and, 
secondly, identify what, if  any, role 
the municipality should be taking,” he 
said. 

“Town Staff  contacted four private 
development firms who specialize in 
various types of  land development 
with one firm having specialized 
involvement in heritage properties. 
With their assistance, staff  were able to 
review basic concepts for development 
together with a review of  relative 
profitability of  each concept.”

None of  these developers, however, 
were willing to step up and partner with 
Aurora on adaptive re-use of  the lands 
or, ultimately, the creation of  a heritage 
park. But, if  Council ultimately decides 
to abandon the plan as recommended 
this week, they still “encourage” the 
two remaining property owners – 
Aurora Historical Society President 
John McIntyre for Horton Place, and 
real estate broker Bruce Spragg for 

Readman House – to go forward and 
“seek development firms [specializing] 
in adaptive re-use of  heritage sites to 
purchase the two properties. 

Adaptive re-use of  the central 
Readman House, however, is unlikely 
as a plan for town-homes on the site of  
the demolished building has been in 
place for the better part of  a decade. 

“Through discussions with such 
firms, it became apparent that any 
adaptive re-use on the site would 
most likely require the demolition of  
Readman House,” notes Mr. Garbe. “The 
space would be required for parking 
or additional commercial activity. 
The option of  
p u r c h a s i n g 
Horton Place and 
Readman House 
and converting 
Horton Place to 
professional office 
was examined 
but not enough 
revenue could be 
generated to pay 
for the acquisition 
and development 
costs.”

Despite this, 
Mr. Garbe notes 
that staff  are 
“ c o n f i d e n t ” 
policies already in 
place via Aurora’s 
Official Plan, 
Promenade Plan, 
and other pieces 

of  legislation will give the Town a say in 
any future adapted reuse of  the site and 
ensure that they are “complimentary” 
with the use of  Hillary House.

“The long-term sustainability of  
Hillary House is important to help 
preserve the history of  the Town and 
also to promote future revitalization 
of  the Downtown Area,” concludes the 
report. “Based on discussions with land 
developers and real estate experts, staff  
do not believe there are any advantages 
to the Town purchasing Horton Place 
and Readman House and then trying to 
obtain a private partner to develop an 
adaptive re-use plan for the land.” 

From page 1

The Aurora United 
Church presents 
Opera Nella Chie-
sa, an evening 
of familiar opera 
arias and songs, 
this Saturday at 
7 p.m. Featuring 
the Aurora United 
Church Choir, and 
the Embellished 
Handbell Quar-
tet, the event will 
be held at Trinity 
Anglican Church. 
For more infor-
mation, and ad-
ditional perform-
ers, please see our 
Coming Events on 
Page 20.
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cut here or cut there.” Ontario, he said, was 
coming out of  the “worst recession…since 
1929” and there are pressing issues at hand.

“We will not pay down the deficit or the 
debt until government has its revenues 
back in place and we have our economy 
rolling along,” said Ballard. “We won’t get 
it rolling along if  we are cutting 100,000 jobs 
from our market.”

Roblin said solutions could be found to 
get money flowing into Ontario’s coffers by 
increasing royalties in resource extraction, 
merging Ontario’s two school boards to 
“save $1 - $6 billion a year” to reinvest in 
education, and lowering payroll taxes on 
small businesses. Reducing the debt and 
deficit can’t be achieved by reducing taxes, 
argued Duff. A better plan was increasing 
tax on corporate profits by one per cent, he 
said.

It was a simple question with a simple 
answer, contended Jenkins. The answer 
lies in cutting taxes “dramatically” along 
with the size of  government, smashing 
provincial monopolies on services such as 
energy, and boosting competition. 

Nevertheless, while always 
interconnected with the economy, focus 
was continually steered back towards jobs 
and business.

According to Ballard, Ontario is still 
smarting from the “mistakes of  the Harris 
era” and “firing 100,000 people” would push 
Ontario back into a recession and “risk the 
gains” the Province has made. 

“Attracting and retaining businesses in 
Ontario is a very important thing that we 
must do,” said Twinney, adding this will 
be fostered with a corporate tax reduction, 
addressing “spiraling” hydro rates, and 
reducing red tape.

“Every business in Ontario should have 
an equal chance to thrive here and we need 
to keep them here in Ontario,” she added. 
“We need to redirect our health funding 
from bureaucracies to the frontline. That 
is the key – getting rid of  our LHINs (Local 
Health Integration Networks), ensuring we 
are getting rid of  the bureaucrats who are 
not affecting us on a day-to-day basis and 
making sure that we have the doctors, the 
nurses, and the people…who are taking 
care of  us on the frontlines.”

No nurses, no doctors, and no police 
officers would be cut and this would all 
be done through attrition over a four year 
plan, she continued. As people retire, these 
vacant positions simply won’t be filled. 
Money saved can be redirected back where 
it’s needed.

“It is important to make sure we have the 
people that are needed in the positions that 
should be there.”

That argument did not hold water for 
Ballard, who questioned how Twinney, “as 
a municipal Councillor” could “defend…
firing 100,000 people, considering the 
profound impact it will have on our 
community’s economy, property taxes, 
and delivery of  services to children”, but 
Twinney contended it was all about people 
retiring and not being “fired.”

RETIREMENT
But as many people approach retirement 

age, the question is, “then what?”
All candidates provided different visions 

on just what this retirement might look 
like with questions being prompted by the 

Liberal Party’s proposed Ontario Pension 
Plan.

Responding to the question of  how their 
respective parties would ensure “Ontarians 
are equipped with the resources they need 
to support themselves” without putting too 
much of  a burden on business, Duff  said 
retirement pensions are not something that 
can be “developed overnight.”

“The NDP is completely committed to 
helping those in society who are in need,” 
he said. “If  those are retirees, those are the 
people we should be supporting in some 
form of  assistance to those who need some 
assistance.”

Roblin, on the other hand, said the 
Greens would ensure no Ontarians fall 
below the poverty line and this would be 
done through a luxury tax “from those 
who have more than an abundant income” 
which would then help seniors with their 
pension plans. 

Taking aim at Kathleen Wynne, Baxter 
said the Ontario Pension Plan solution was 
not a “win-win” for Ontario.

“Paying 1.9 per cent for each employee…
is going to damage so many small 
businesses,” said Baxter, adding any 
shortcomings can be laid at the doorstep 
of  Prime Minister Stephen Harper, who 
should be lobbied for a stronger Canada 
Pension Plan. “I think Ms. Wynne has 
missed the boat.”

Ballard contended the Ontario plan 
was indeed a “win-win” situation for tens 
of  thousands of  “middle class” Ontarians 
who don’t have anything beyond the CPP.

“Anyone knows the CPP is woefully 
inadequate,” he said. “It does not pay even 
the basics. The concern that we have is the 
vast number of  middle class Ontarians 
who, because they are not working for 
companies with a good pension, or are 
struggling to make ends meet with the 
rent or sending kids to school, they can’t 
possibly pay. This is good for society, it is 
good for business, and it certainly is good 
for the people who have no other resource.

“The requirements for a made-in-
Ontario pension plan are well-documented. 
The CPP is just not enough and despite 
repeated entreaties to Mr. Harper, he 
refused to come to the table to help middle-
class Canadians with their retirement 
needs. The particulars of  the plan, quite 
frankly, I haven’t drilled down quite deep 
other than to say this is good for Ontario. 
It is a good thing for business. I am a small 
business person and I won’t mind paying it 
if  we get into this.”

Twinney, on the other hand, wasn’t 
buying it. 

“Only people who put money into it 
are going to see any of  this funding,” she 
said. “I don’t know how long this is going to 
take, but the seniors today aren’t going to 
see any of  this funding. I don’t believe the 
government is in a situation where they 
can take my money and invest it for me. I 
would prefer my own money in my RRSP 
and ensure that it is there for me when I get 
old.”

Voters will have a further chance 
to question their local candidates this 
Saturday afternoon as The Auroran hosts 
an all-candidates meeting at Aurora Town 
Hall. Doors open at 2.30 p.m., and the debate 
runs from 3 – 5 p.m. 

From page 1

Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way that 
was never before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-
art technology in existence today, and the 
only one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with 
ease and comfort. Many patients say that 
it’s like getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not 
cost you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret 
to the Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced 
piezoelictric sensor that is able to detect 
the slightest amount of  restriction in a 
joint and then deliver an extremely precise 
adjustment.” He says that  “Even though 
traditional forms of  adjusting also work, 
people are drawn to this new technique 
because of  how gentle it is and does not 
involve any twisting, especially in the 

neck. Many people love 
getting adjusted with 
traditional manual 
techniques, all of  
which are safe and 
effective. But there 
are a large number of  
people who never get to 
experience the amazing 
benefits of  chiropractic 
because they are scared 
to have their spines 
adjusted in that way,” 
says Dr. Eastman. Now, 
there is no longer a 
reason to be leary. The 
ProAdjuster is perfect 
for anyone who has 
been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to 
be able to experience 
these same benefits and 
if  you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 

the answer you’ve been looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/SEMG that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call our office today 
and book for only $35, regularly $125 and 
receive the FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help.

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available 

in Richmond Hill

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjuster to ana-
lyze a patient’s spine and pin-point areas 
of nerve impingement syndrome caus-
ing malfunction and pain. 

Advertorial

Join us 
in our large bright 
open concept spa!

Conveniently located 
on Yonge Street 

with ample parking 
for your clients. 

 
 

 

STYLIST CHAIR/AESTHETIC 
 

  ROOM FOR RENT

 

 
  

905.841.3200

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora | 905.841.3200 | info@champagnebeautybar.com

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities
At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and successful therapy for correcting learning

disabilities in both adults and children. The breakthrough program enables participants to
function in a regular classroom or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will
even know that they are using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive
results will be visible. If you, your children or someone you know is struggling with a learning
disability, we can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more information, to get a free no-obligation information
package, or to book a free consultation, please contact

Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

If learning is
a problem...

we have a solution

Advertorial

Our son was diagnosed with
learning disability in reading

and writing at 6. He has
completed the program and

is now very successful.
The confidence he now has

is the best reward.

– Ron & Wendy Jennings,
Newmarket, Ontario

• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)

• ADD (attention)
• ADHD (attention   

and hyperactivity)
• Autism spectrum

We continue to use the
methods that my son

learned there. We would
highly recommend this
program for your child

that has reading or
learning difficulties.

– M. N.
Newmarket, Ontario

The thought of completing
high school was almost
inconceivable. After a

month or two at Learning
Ability, we started talking
about what college she

will be attending.

– Richard & Deb Pope
Newmarket, Ontario

“ “ “

” ” ”

We can help with

Chris Ballard, Dorian Baxter, Angus Duff, Jason Jenkins, Andrew Roblin, and Jane 
Twinney face off at an all-candidates debate at Newmarket Theatre on Friday 
night.        Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Debates continue Saturday afternoon

Tempers flare at debate over 
Ontario Municipal Board

By Brock Weir

He was sitting quietly in the Newmarket 
Theatre audience for most of  last week’s 
debate, but when candidates took aim at the 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB), outgoing 
MPP Frank Klees was all ears. 

With Newmarket still smarting from the 
OMB paving the way for the redevelopment 
of  the former Glenway golf  course into a 
residential development, each candidate’s 
stance on ensuring municipalities would 
have a say in local development was foremost 

in the minds of  many. 
When asked whether each candidate 

would “meaningful reform” of  the OMB to 
give priority to local planning decisions, each 
candidate said they believed reforms, in some 
way, were in the offing.

For Green Party candidate Andrew 
Roblin, municipalities like Aurora and 
Newmarket need to have more authority 
over decision-making taking place on their 
own land. Libertarian Jason Jenkins was 
straightforward in his reply that he did not 

Continued on page 22
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905-478-2323
1-866-23SOD4U

www.sod4u.ca
info@sod4u.ca

• Top Quality Kentucky Bluegrass 
Nursery Sod available for pick-up or 
delivery

• Sod installation
• Grass seed, mulch & lawn fertilizer
• Large Bags of Top Soil
•  Homeowners/Landscapers Welcome
• Excellent Pricing

Family Owned & Operated
Queensville Sod Farms Ltd.

Get the beautiful lawn you’ve
   always dreamed of in one day!

21468A Leslie St.,
Queensville

(North of Newmarket)

“In Sod We Trust!”
Member N.S.G.A.

A fter spending over ten years working full time as a Camp Director, I no 
longer accept the stereotype that camp is just about fun and friendships for 
kids. To be clear, I do feel camp is fun and that meaningful, long-lasting 
friendships are made, but the experience is so much more than just that! In 
a world that over-promises and under-delivers in almost everything that we 

experience, summer camp is something that actually delivers the goods time and time again. It 
provides an opportunity for kids to experience firsthand the very best of the human condition. 

With the support of a team of energetic and positive role models, a summer camp creates 
an environment where kids can be together — in person, and not online! — engaging, 
interacting, and challenging themselves. Camp creates a platform for inclusion and tolerance 
as kids engage with other children from different backgrounds, cultures, races and class.  
Summer camp is structured as a series of simple challenges and choices that each child has to 
navigate. From learning to start a fire, to performing a skit or song on stage, to the nightly 
“should I brush my teeth?” debate of kids twelve and under…children find their own unique 
paths through their immersion in a camp community. 

Now, all decisions are not so easy. Independence comes with more complex debate and 
decision-making.  “Will I make friends?” tops the list of anxieties new campers feel before 
getting to camp. “What activities should I pick?” is a popular second. And let’s not undervalue 
the complicated hurdles of trust, acceptance, compromise, forgiveness, bravery, conviction, 
courtesy, and kindness. 

These are all esteemed traits in the outside world and by creating a positive world of 
exploration and encouragement, summer camp instills each of those traits in campers every 
day. Can you as an adult imagine how challenging it would be to share your bedroom with 
nine other people? Overcoming this hurdle is a landmark achievement in itself!

Three reasons why I think summer camp offers parents the very best return on their 
investment are:

 
1. THE RELATIONSHIPS YOUR CHILD WILL BUILD
Camp is a world where kids develop friendships with not only peers, but with kids of all ages 
and backgrounds as well as with adults who are not their parents. Where else is a child able to 
debate, discuss and engage with an adult who is actively listening to what they have to say?  At 
my summer camp, Camp Can-Aqua, it is a daily occurrence to hear campers and counselors 
engaged in conversations that are challenging, positive, interesting, and fun.

2. A PLACE TO BELONG
This outcome is not to be taken lightly. In an increasingly complex world where kids are exposed 
to endless change and instability, summer camp offers children a chance to feel like they belong. 
At camp, you can dare to be different. Expressing yourself is how one goes about fitting in. 
Through skits and songs, ridiculous chants and fun challenges, camp provides a sense of common 
purpose to the campers each session. This connection, this place to belong, is exactly what keeps 
kids returning to camp each summer. It is something positive and constant in their lives, 
becoming a place that they are very familiar with and where they know that they belong. 

3. A SENSE OF CONTROL 
The routine and structure of a typical day at camp help kids feel more in control of their lives. 
When speaking about Camp Can-Aqua, I can often be heard saying, “At camp you don’t HAVE 
to do anything, but you MUST do something.” Kids choose their own adventures everyday! 
Camp helps children feel in control of their lives, which is an experience they will take with them 
as they grow and develop into responsible adults. Kids who feel they are competent are more 
likely to be better problem-solvers in life, long after their time at camp has ended.

Camp is not a two-week decision that occurs over one summer holiday, but rather one of the 
largest, most significant decisions a parent can make for their child. This single decision can 
have an incredibly positive outcome on the development of your child’s ability to socialize, to 
compromise, to problem solve, and to recognize when it is their time to lead versus their time 
to follow. 

Finding a camp that offers a wide range of growth opportunities for children, while 
effectively managing their health and safety, is critical to a parent’s search, but is easily done. 

Ontario parents are fortunate to be in an area offering some of the best/most diverse summer 
camping opportunities in the world. With over 300 camps province-wide, there is a perfect 
camp out there for your unique and special kid. 

Research is being done more and more on the measurable benefits of summer camp as a 
medium in child development and education. As a camping professional, I am thrilled that the 
true benefits of summer camp, which go far beyond the friendships and fun, are being 
experienced and understood by kids and parents across our province.  

Experience summer camp for yourself and your whole family! Camp Can-Aqua offers 
family camp weekends where parents and children can enjoy a life-changing experience 
together. It gives parents the chance to see the site, experience the programs and meet staff, 
and allows kids the opportunity to warm up to the idea of leaving home for their own 
camp adventure. In addition to family programs, Can-Aqua offers summer camp 
opportunities for 1, 2 and 4-week stays. To learn more, visit us on line at www.canaqua.ca.

A summer of adventure and a lifetime of positive growth await your child!

Andrew Martin is the Owner/Director of Camp Can-Aqua, a summer residential camp near 
Bancroft, Ontario that welcomes up to 150 kids each session.

Camp Can-Aqua Andrew Martin, Camp Director

In a world where we are overwhelmed 
with products and services that over-promise 
and under-deliver, Ontario Summer Camping  
dares to be different!

BY ANDREW MARTIN

Summer Camp
O�ers
Invaluable Return
on Investment
for Parents

Michelle – age 14 Camp CanAqua

I have gone to Camp CanAqua for six years because I love the atmosphere, the people you meet and the life 
long friendships.  The activities we do are fun, I like to choose my own daily schedule, the staff have all been to 
camp before and they understand how to make the experience great for everyone.  I want to work at Camp 
CanAqua one day myself to share what I have been taught.

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub:
Fri., June 6  Back to Back
Sat., June 7  Billik

Fri., June 13  Prime Time
Sat., June 14  Something Extra

Valet Parking $5  For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

Both patios
NOW OPEN

Aurora natives Sara Hennessey and Alex Broughton took home prizes for top 
comedy and drama, respectively, at the York Region Multimedia Film Festival. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Aurora filmmakers win big at York 
Region Multimedia Film Festival

By Brock Weir

It is not too often students can have the 
last laugh on a teacher in such a public way, 
but Renqiu Chen, Zach Reich, and Lauren 
Strathdee, did so in a very big way last week. 

The Grade 8 students at Aurora Senior 
Public School, along with fellow student 
Myko Smith, took home first place honours 
for Best Drama in their age category, at the 
York Region Multimedia Film Festival. 

Aurora Senior Public School students 
have been very active participants in the 
annual film festival since its inception with a 
number of  entries coming in this year – and 
they were not the only students nominated.

Their teacher, says Renqiu, wasn’t too 
crazy about the ending of  their film, which 
upends stereotypes about bullying to 
look at it from both the perspective of  the 
perpetrator and the victim. 

“Our teacher gave us a 4-minus and he 
said there are other kids in our class who are 
here today who got 4-plusses, and he told us 
before we came, ‘If  you beat them, I’ll change 
your mark to a 4-plus.’”

And the rest, as they say, is history. 
The quartet got their idea from a wide 

array of  videos of  people hunched over their 
webcams talking about their life experiences. 
They decided that rather than just showing 
the victim (Lauren) pouring her heart out 
to the world, they would also give the bully 
(Zach) a chance to speak his mind. In the end, 
the short film shows less what divides them 
than what ultimately brings them together. 

“I think our school is fortunate to be an 
accepting group of  kids from Grades 4 – 8,” 
says Lauren. “We don’t really witness a lot of  
bullying behind the scenes.”

Adds Zach: “But there are groups of  kids 
that I see go through a lot, have a tough time 
making friends, and sometimes bully.”

While this was a first time entry for 
the four students at Aurora Senior Public 
School, it was almost old hat for Aurora-
born comedian Sara Hennessey whose short 
“Terrific Women (1974)” took home First 
Place for Best Comedy. 

Featuring both Sara and her comedy 
partner Steph Kaliner, the video is a spoof  of  
stereotypes often associated with feminism 
in the 1970s.

“It was a time when women were 
just trying to take control and do it for 
themselves,” she says, with a laugh. “But, it 
was just a silly time because, well, polyester 
was big…and so were key parties! I do stand-
up, but when I do sketch comedy, I like to go 
all crazy with the costumes, the wigs, the 
makeup and the whole showmanship aspect 
to it. It was all about having a great time in 
vintage stores, finding a great outfit, being 
silly with a lot of  jokes, and just grabbing 
someone who could use a camera!”

The youngest of  three children growing 
up in Aurora, and with two older brothers to 
boot, she was raised on a steady diet of  Kids 
in the Hall, David Letterman, and Conan 
O’Brien. Comedy was big in that family and 
she says she often found herself  to be the 
loudest person in the room.

“I’m not going to be a librarian with this 
voice!” she laughs. 

After attending Light of  Christ Catholic 
Elementary School in Aurora, rather than 
following her friends to Cardinal Carter, 
she instead went into the Arts York Drama 
Program at Unionville High School in Grade 
9. She says she was terrified to go it alone, but 
excited to find a creative outlet. There, she 
truly found her niche in comedy, eventually 
going to open-mic night at Yuk Yuks. Fast 
forward 12 years, and she is still doing what 
she loves. 

“A lot of  women say [Terrific Women 
(1974)] is a big throwback for them, that 
they remembered when they thought it was 
healthy to eat that way and just constantly 
smoke cigarettes like there was no problem, 
when there were no car seats for children! I 
think women who were probably in their 
20s or 30s then like it because it is a bit of  a 
cheeky throwback.”

For those watching the video today, who 
might have heard about these feminist 
tropes from their mothers or grandmothers, 
Sarah encourages them to grab a camera, 
grab a few friends, and make videos to find 
what really turns you on. 

“It is about getting involved and 
finding like-minded people, especially for 
performance arts. Try auditioning. Maybe 
you’ll get a McDonalds commercial to pay 

for it the rest of  your life!”
Taking a more serious approach to things 

is the not-so-serious Alex Broughton whose 
film “Grasping For Straws” was named Best 
Drama in the professional category. It follows 
many characters throughout the course of  
the day in an examination of  race, money, 
and urban life. It was a film which almost 
didn’t see the light of  day after the film – yes, 
this was done on film rather than digital – 
was damaged in the process. 

For Alex, the win shows you can do 
anything you put your mind to. 

“The hardest thing is figuring out your 
priorities in life and creating a balance to 
both find your place and accomplish your 
goal [while exploring] life and figure out all 
its assets and facets that this experience can 
amount to,” he says. “Being able to finish a 
film that some people said was unsalvageable 
is good for that feeling of  accomplishment 
and, at the same time, the reasons why the 
film had its problems in the beginning…
was the same topic the film was about which 
was a lack of  funding, a lack of  ability to get 
projects going.”
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LIVE LIFE

VISIT US THIS WEEKEND 

FOR A YEAR PROGRAM  
COMMISSION

Live Free
INCLUDES: 

ON CLOSING & MAINTENANCE FREE  
FOR 1 YEAR

10,000  
 CASH BACK

$

FREE PARKING  ($25,000 VALUE)

FREE LOCKER ($2,500 VALUE)

ACCESS TO THE GRAND SPA

E A S Y  D E P O S I T  S T R U C T U R E

MAJOR MACKENZIE DR.

WELDRICK RD.

YO
N

G
E 

ST
.

BA
YV

IE
W

 A
VE

.

16TH AVE.

Prices & specifications subject to change without notice, E. & O. E.

VISIT US @ 9612 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill

THE KEY TO YOUR PALACE AWAITS
Stately and graceful, the Grand Palace is built for your optimal comfort and pleasure. 
With a streamlined contemporary design, the complex features three elegant towers 
linked by a piazza and, at their core, a Grand Spa. Two towers are now on sale. Visit us 
this weekend and experience the key to happiness – Luxury Living at affordable prices.

To learn more about Richmond Hill’s Grand Palace, 
visit www.grandpalace.ca or call 905.907.4370
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Old School: 

A neutral grip with an emphasis 
on the V created by the thumb and 
forefingers of  each hand. In a neutral 
grip, the V in your right hand is aimed 
towards your collar bone, between your 
chin and right shoulder, allowing for a 
more active hands swing with less body 
rotation.

 
New Age:

  
The club should rest diagonally 
across the fingers of  your left hand 
from the joint of  your pinky to the 
first knuckle of  your index finger. 
In the right hand, the grip should 
rest from the base of  your pinkie to 
the top crease of  your index finger.  
When you hold the club like this, it 

allows you to be able to set the club 
earlier in your back swing and keep 
your wrist angle longer. This in turn 
allows the larger muscles of  your body 
to be more in control of  your swing and 
to square the club face at impact. This 
reversal in swing thought of  inactive 
hands & active body swing better suits 
today’s improved golf  technology. 
In comparison to previous designs, 
current golf  balls are designed to spin 
less and shafts are to promote consistent 
ball flights to provide straighter shots 
than ever before.

Matthew Iarocci

Merchandise Manager
Meadowbrook Golf Club

miarocci@meadowbrookgolf.net

Your Grip.  
Old School vs New Age 

Advertorial

This Week’s Golf Tip 
brought to you by:

The Meadowbrook Golf Club 
This week’s tip – 
Matthew larocci, 

Merchandise Manager, Meadowbrook Golf Club

 

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR ANNUAL 
 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION WEEKEND
  

 

Friday June 6th – 9:00am-9:00pm 

Saturday June 7th – 9:00am-6:00pm 

Sunday June 8th – 10:00am-6:00pm  

 

What’s Happening? 

FREE Nai l Trims Friday June 6th 
10am-4pm – No appointments necessary 

Stuffed Toys 50% Off 
Select Boswer Beds 50% Off  

HUGE TENT SALE 

 

OUR DOG & CO. CONTACT 
129 Pederson Drive 
Aurora, Ontario L4G 0E3 
+1 (905) 713-3489 
aurora@ourdogandcompany.com 

SEE YOU THERE! 
 

Water Toys Buy 2 Get 1 FREE 
 Treats  Buy 2 Get 1 FREE  

Dates and Times  

* SELECTED ITEMS

Clear Bag waste program put on back burner after calls for public outreach
By Brock Weir

Aurora residents have spoken for 
and against a new program that would 
require the use of  clear garbage bags 
over the use of  the traditional black 
and green bags. 

If  you’re sitting on the fence on the 
issue, however, a public education 
campaign will be coming your way to 
outline the pros and cons of  clear bags 
and answer questions you might have. 

That was the decision which came 
out of  Council last week after the 
clear bag program appeared to be 
in peril. A motion brought forward 
by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe proposed 
bringing the clear bag program back 
for discussion and approval by the 
next Council in January 2015, but 
using the intervening months as an 
“engagement” period on Aurora’s 
– and York Region’s – overall waste 
diversion strategy.

“I believe this is the route we have 
to go because I believe we continually 
need to look for ways to enhance how 
we do our recycling,” said Mayor Dawe, 
pointing out his support for the Clear 
Bag program overall. “It is the proper 
thing to do, in my opinion. It has been 
said by many people that you don’t 
inherit the earth from your parents, 
you borrow it from your children and 
grandchildren. I think we need to be 
looking at ways to reduce waste and 
be more environmentally friendly.”

This is not the only answer, but I 
think it is part of  the overall strategy.”

The Mayor’s motion was largely 
supported by Council, with 
Councillors Evelyn Buck and Paul 
Pirri voting against it, particularly 
for the education and outreach 
component to tell residents what they 
might be getting. But, for others, it 
was also a matter of  creating and 
promoting an overall vision for waste 
in Aurora. 

“We seem to be moving forward 
with this, but what is the overarching 
strategy?” asked Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “It is not 
being communicated to the public 
the benefits and giving them the 
understanding of  why we want to 
initiate this. It is only when we 
were coming out of  the discussion 
[we heard] we were struggling with 
diversion rates. 

“If  we expect the residents to 
adopt a program, they need to clearly 
understand the benefits. There needs 
to be a buy-in and there needs to be 
support.”

According to Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure 
and Environmental Services, his 
counterparts from across York Region 
met earlier in May to discuss an 
integrated solid waste plan that would 
connect Regional municipalities. It is 
a four year plan, he said, that would 
be coming forward later this year as 
part of  the 2015 budget process. 

A contract renewal process is 
also underway with the Region’s 
Northern Six (N6) municipalities on 
their collective buy-in with Green For 
Life, the waste collection company, 
which came under fire earlier this 
year following the pre-Christmas ice 
storm. This process will examine 
service levels and other options that 
might be available to the N6, and these 
options will be coming forward to 
Council this winter. 

From Mr. Simanovskis’ perspective, 
moving towards a Clear Bag program 
is essential to ensure household waste 
is funnelled into the proper channels 
in the years ahead, particularly in 
advance of  the garbage incineration 
plant built jointly between York and 
Durham regions coming online. Clear 
Bag programs in other municipalities 
such as Markham, he noted, have 
shown a significant improvement in 
waste diversion. 

Some Councillors, however, 
were not heartened by the success 
the program has found in other 
municipalities. 

“It seems to me there is a missing 
link in the discussion where we 
made a big leap forward when we 
introduced the green bin program,” 
said Councillor Buck, referring to 
the collection of  organic kitchen 
waste. “After a number of  months it 
was declared an amazing success, the 
participation went far beyond what 
anyone expected and residents were 
hugely impressed.

“I am mystified why we suddenly 
have a crisis and have to start 
educating people about the virtues of  
separating garbage. What happened 
to the way we have been doing it and 
why do we have 
to do it all over 
again? [Durham 
has advised] 
the Clear Bag 
program is by 
no means the 
answer and 
education is 
the answer. We 
have gotten off  
track somewhere 
[and into] a 
discussion that 
wasn’t really 
relevant.”

In Councillor 
T h o m p s o n ’ s 
view, however, 
the education 
c o m p o n e n t 
should not 
simply be about 
the colour – or 
lack thereof  – of  
curbside bags.  

“Let’s also 
stay focused 
on what is the 
overall strategy,” 
he said. “It 

FAN DAY
DATE
Saturday, June 7, 2014
LOCATION
York University Stadium
12:30PM
Fan Day Begins
1:00PM
Double Blue Game Begins
POST GAME ACTIVITIES
Activations, player introductions, 
cheerleader performance & more
5:00PM
Fan Day Ends
• This event is rain or shine, but is subject to cancellation at any time.
• Designated parking lots for Argos use available for $7 (NW Gate Lot, Thompson Road Lot, Arboretum Parking Garage).
• Food, drink and merchandise available for purchase on site.

PRESENTED BY

shouldn’t be limited to the Clear Bag 
initiative. I think it should also be 
looking to the greater strategy around 
waste diversion and what we are trying 
to achieve. So much is out there with 
regards to what other municipalities 

are doing, initiatives, trying to be 
innovative, diversion rates, there 
is a continuous improvement plan 
where communities can get grants 
and funds to help lead these education 
programs.”

POLITICS  AS USUAL

people entering a voting 
booth and simply checking 
off  whatever name seems 
vaguely familiar to them.

I’d take an informed voter 
turnout of  30 per cent over 
double that of  completely 
uninformed voters.

We need more people to 
vote, that’s true; but, what 
we truly need are more 
informed people to vote. We 
need to get people engaged. 
We need people to invest the 
time and energy required to 
get to know the policies and 
platforms of  those that wish 

to represent us.
“Democracy is 

government of  the people, 
by the people, for the 
people” as Abraham 
Lincoln famously stated. 

On June 12, please get 
out and vote. But first, get 
informed. In government, 
as in life, you get what you 
settle for so make sure you 
know that you’re getting, 
before you make that choice 
in the ballot booth.

Until next week, stay 
informed, stay involved 
because this is, after all, 
Our Town.

From page 5
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Tim Hudak’s Conservatives say they will  
cut 19,000 teachers, education assistants,  
custodians, and other school staff.

It’s really kids who will pay the price.

• less individual attention for every child
• less support for students with special needs
• cuts to vital programs kids count on

We can’t afford to relive the Mike Harris years of cuts,  
overcrowded classrooms, and chaos. The cost to Ontario’s 
future is too high.

On June 12th  
don’t let Tim Hudak’s  
Conservative cuts hurt  
your child’s chances.

Tim Hudak’s  
education agenda: 

Cuts first.  
Kids last.

Authorized by the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario

N
O

W
 C

om
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 A

d 
#

  
8

8
1

1
- 

0
1

0
C

  
 C

lie
nt

: 
ET

FO
S
iz

e:
  

9
.6

1
1

” 
x 

1
2

.2
8

6
” 

(fl
o

at
 i

f 
n

ec
es

sa
ry

)
Po

si
tio

n:
  

R
eq

u
es

ti
n

g
 w

el
l 

fo
rw

ar
d
  
 C

am
pa

ig
n:

 A
w

ar
en

es
s-

El
ec

ti
o

n
 2

0
1

4
  
 

Pu
bl

ic
at

io
n:

  
A

u
ro

ra
 A

u
ro

ra
n

A
d 

Ti
tle

: 
 H

u
d

ak
’s

 P
la

n
: 

C
u

ts
 F

ir
st

  
B
oo

ki
ng

: 
 C

ar
ri

e 
B

ar
lo

w
 M

ed
ia

In
se

rt
io

n 
D

at
es

: 
 W

ee
k 

o
f 

Ju
n

e 
2

, 
2

0
1

4
 –

 a
s 

p
er

 b
o

o
ki

n
g

 o
rd

er

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

New Director of Education wants to continue Board’s ongoing successes
By Brock Weir

The new job is not about change, it is continuing 
the road the York Region District School Board 
(YRDSB) has been travelling, according to J. 
Philip Parappally. 

Mr. Parappally was 
formally appointed as the 
new Director of  Education 
for the YRDSB on May 27, 
succeeding Ken Thurston. His 
appointment will take effect 
on August 1. 

Having been with the Board 
since 2000, Mr. Parappally, 45, 
says he has said the mission 
has always been about the 
“importance of  student 
achievement and well-being” 
and this is a vision he not only 
inherits from Thurston but 
shares with his predecessor 
as well. 

“It is not about change, it is 
continuing the road we have 
been on,” he says. “Leading up to August, I am 
talking to as many individuals as possible. It is a 
great team that we have in York Region and I am 
doing my best to connect and continue on with the 
good work.”

Student achievement and well-being have 
been the watchwords of  Mr. Thurston’s tenure 
as Director. In recent years, Mr. Parappally says 
the public board has had the opportunity to revise 
their mission, vision and values as a “collective 
undertaking” and the feedback they received in 
the process from all stakeholders will hold the 

Board in good stead for the future. 
“It is about public confidence in public 

education,” says Mr. Parappally, when asked how 
he defines success. “It is about the conversations 
students have with one another. It is the 
conversations parents and guardians have with 

students and it is about 
ensuring that the YRDSB is 
the destination of  choice for 
all those who live in York 
Region for their schooling. 

“It is making sure that the 
individuals come into our 
school system, at whatever 
grade or level, graduate and 
are able to contribute to the 
world. They are engaging 
and caring citizens of  the 
world and public education 
is at the cornerstone of  that 
mandate.”

Mr. Parappally serves as 
a Superintendent of  Schools 
for the YRDSB, based out 
of  their Thornhill learning 

centre. He has held the post since 2008. 
Although he began his career in education over 

20 years ago, serving the YRDSB since 2000, his 
love of  education stems back to his childhood. 

“I was a product of  the public school system,” he 
says. “It was a matter of  always being connected 
with the public school system. I remember very 
fondly the opportunities I had going to school 
where they exposed me to things my own family 
could not. When I finished university, I went off  
to teacher’s college and I would say I never really 
worked a day in my life in the sense that I really 

love what I do.
“I get to surround myself  with wonderful people and I 

think it is just a great privilege to work with the students 
that we have. If  anyone ever wants a dose of  reality, just step 
into one of  our kindergarten classes and see the great work 
that is happening there. There are kids that are curious, 
adventuresome, and they will talk to you about any topic.”

J. Philip Parappally
Submitted photo
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EXPERIENCE 
COMPETENCE 

EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

Aurora’s growth poses a challenge to fire department: Chief
By Brock Weir

With showrooms popping up from the dirt week after week, 
Aurora’s 2C development has quickly become a flurry of  
activity. 

The development, north of  Wellington Street East, roughly 
between Bayview Avenue and Leslie Street, is expected to bring 
in over 4,000 new homes, and additional businesses, to Aurora 
over the next decade. While growth ultimately means more 
tax dollars will be flowing into municipal coffers, more people, 
more homes, and more traffic will ultimately have an impact 
on local emergency response, according to Ian Laing, Chief  of  
Central York Fire Services (CYFS). 

Chief  Laing made his comments at last week’s Council 
meeting in his yearly overview of  the CYFS, the joint fire 
service serving both Aurora and Newmarket. 

“Currently, we have one crew working down in the Leslie 
Street and Wellington Street Station,” said Chief  Laing. “I 
think they are going to see their call volume dramatically go 
up as the areas become inhabited. Right now we are in a very 
dangerous phase because when the buildings go up, they are 
like veritable lumber yards.”

Chief  Laing was speaking less than 48 hours after an extensive 
fire in Richmond Hill badly damaged a new subdivision which 
was under construction. That, he said, underscored the point.

“It is a tremendous risk. What we have done as part of  
the [upcoming] Master Fire Plan review is sit down with 
consultants and show them what we think we are going to need 
in the future and then we go and analyse all that data.”

The mandate of  the CYFS calls for the first apparatus to 
arrive at the scene of  an incident within six minutes of  the 
original call. The CYFS falls short of  that goal at four stations, 
he added, and this is likely to become more difficult with 
growth.

Recent discussions by the CYFS, as well as the Joint 
Council Committee, the group of  Councillors from Aurora and 
Newmarket overseeing the operations of  the fire service, have 
identified the need for an additional fire station for Aurora, 
possibly located on St. John’s Sideroad, in the vicinity of  Yonge 
Street. 

“The new Master Fire Plan is being revised,” said Chief  

Laing. “We are at our five-year renewal cycle, so you will hear 
more about this in the future.”

Costs of  the fire service last year in the CYFS operating 
budget was just over $20 million, he said, breaking down 59.75 
per cent of  this to Newmarket and the balance of  40.25 per cent 
to Aurora. It is a .5 per cent increase over previous years, but a 
formula which breaks down by assessment, call volume, and 
overall population. 

Contributing to this, he added, were increases in overtime, a 
budget which had often been exceeded in recent years. 

In 2011, the CYFS hired 22 additional fire fighters which, in 
turn, staffed five additional fire trucks. Agreements in place 
mandate five crew for each apparatus and with the later addition 
of  a sixth truck, there was some flexibility in “downstaffing” 
the sixth truck or taking it out of  active service if  there were 
not enough staff  members to go around. The development of  
the 2C, however, would impact this flexibility as the CYFS will 
be “taxed” in maintaining staffing levels. 

Over the past year, there was a 30 per cent decrease in fire 
calls over previous years, but any savings this might have 
realised were tempered by an increase in medical calls. 

One of  the most significant fire calls received over the last 
12 months, however, was the April 11 fire at Aurora United 
Church, which brought in fire crews from across York Region 
to battle the blaze. This, said Chief  Laing, was a prime example 
of  the benefits of  York Region’s mutual aid system.

“It is the only incident I am aware of  that all fire services in 
the Region either responded to or assisted us,” he said. “I was 
extremely proud of  the firefighters that worked at that incident 
and we were all disappointed that the tragic outcome was the 
way it was. At the end of  the day, we looked at it that there were 
no lives lost, and there was potential [with the nursery school 
in the building]. Everybody did their job.

“The initial attack on the fire side was interior so we 
attempted an interior aggressive attack and the heat was so 
intense they had to slide down the stairs on their bellies and 
four of  them were taken to hospital to receive treatment for 
injuries. Nobody wanted the outcome to be different more than 
we did, but unfortunately it wasn’t the case and we just have to 
look at what we did and make sure we do everything we can to 
prevent such a fire in the future.”
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June 17 – 20
4 Days

Bathroom & Kitchen 
Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Cost of Aurora’s Integrity Commissioners, lawsuits, will remain under wraps
By Brock Weir

Costs associated with the development – and 
disposal – of  Aurora’s Code of  Conduct, along 
with the hiring – and disposal – of  Integrity 
Commissioners to oversee it will remain under 
wraps. 

Councillors voted down a motion from 
Councillor John Abel last week which would have 
brought these numbers out into the open.

In his motion, Councillor Abel cited a 
complaint made in the last term under the Code 
of  Conduct against a Councillor, along with the 
discussions and legal issues stemming from that 
complaint, it would have directed municipal staff  
to “consolidate all costs that have been borne 
by the Town since the decision to create a Code 
of  Conduct, including the drafting of  the Code 
of  Conduct, legal advice and fees, and fees to 
the Integrity Commissioners” so Council could 
“disclose to the public the full financial impact of  
the Code of  Conduct to the taxpayers of  Aurora.”

Explaining his motion further at last week’s 
Council meeting, Councillor Abel cited the 
pending lawsuit by Councillor Buck, the subject 
of  the original complaint, against Councillors 
Wendy Gaertner and John Gallo, along with 
former mayor Phyllis Morris, and three other 
former members of  Council, as factoring into this. 

“There is a cost borne onto it and it adds up to 
a lot of  money,” said Councillor Abel. “I think it is 
only fair that we consolidate all those costs. Let’s 
not speculate on it. Let’s just look at the receipts 
and let the taxpayers know what the cost to the 
taxpayers was. It is quite simple.”

Although the costs borne in the lawsuit by 
Councillors Gaertner and Gallo, along with 
Ms. Morris, Evelina MacEachern, Stephen 
Granger, and Al Wilson are being met by the 
Town of  Aurora’s insurance, when questioned by 
Councillor Michael Thompson on the implications 
of  this motion on the pending lawsuit, Town 
Solicitor Warren Mar said the wording of  the 
motion itself  did not pose a problem.

“It doesn’t speak to any fees that are being 
incurred…in the lawsuit that is ongoing,” said 
Mr. Mar. “I believe it is just speaking to the fees 
related to the Code of  Conduct and the Integrity 
Commissioners. As long as it stays away from 
asking how much is being expended and trying to 
interfere in an ongoing court case, I believe there 
is no jeopardy as long as it sticks to that narrow 
cost structure of  how much has been expended 
[on those items].”

For the three at the Council table still involved in 
this litigation, the tone of  the discussion, however, 
appeared to take them by surprise. Following Mr. 
Mar’s answer, Councillor Buck declared a Conflict 
of  Interest in the matter, and was subsequently 
followed by Councillors Gallo and then Gaertner. 

“I am equally confused between what I read and 
what I hear Councillor Abel say was his intent,” 
said Councillor Gallo. “If  his intent was to figure 
out the costs regarding this lawsuit, but the motion 
before us doesn’t speak to that. It perhaps speaks 
to part of  that and I have no issues with [that as it 
is] information gathering and making it public.”

Councillor Gaertner went a step further and 
said the Code of  Conduct was “passed in good 
faith” by the last Council to “hold politicians…to 
a high standard.”

“I just find the timing and the intent of  this to 

be questionable.”
As a way of  clarity, Councillor Abel said 

discussions both at the table and within the 
community leading up to his motion have brought 
up many questions. It is important for the public 
to know the full cost of  bringing forward a Code of  
Conduct and Integrity Commissioner, considering 
municipalities have both brought on Codes of  
Conduct and subsequently repealed them. 

“I just thought we could let them know what 
this Code of  Conduct [resulted in] and what 
was borne for this matter,” he said. “It would be 
relevant why it was taken away. I thought it was 
a very expensive endeavour. It is all part of  the 
public record and I would hope that we ask for the 
financial implications. There is a dollar figure and 
instead of  speculation and innuendos, we should 
allow a figure from staff  to [come out] on what it 
cost. Since it has been repealed, we can capture 
that cost.”

With five of  eight members of  Council – 
including Mayor Geoffrey Dawe – left standing at 
the table (as Councillor Chris Ballard is currently 
on a leave of  absence for the provincial election), 
the motion ultimately failed on a vote of  3 – 2, with 
Mayor Dawe and Councillor Abel voting in favour. 

For Councillor Thompson, his objection was a 
matter of  treading carefully on a fine line. 

“While I agree that the information is valid and 
taxpayers deserve to know the answers, at this 
point in time I would prefer not to walk down this 
path and wait until there is no concern and Mr. 
Mar doesn’t have to essentially guide the report 
so that it doesn’t stray over our boundaries,” he 
said.

Habitat for Humanity celebrates a lasting “legacy”
By Chris McGowan

Organizations measure their success 
in different ways, but for the local branch 
of  Habitat for Humanity, they don’t have 
to look very far to see tangible results of  
their efforts.

Last Tuesday, York Region’s Habitat 
for Humanity hosted a Legacy Event at 
the Newmarket location on Eagle Street, 
which is the Region’s headquarters.   

Habitat’s York Region location was 
established in 2001.  

“We are celebrating all the efforts we 
have accomplished over the last thirteen 
years with this Legacy Event” said Ashley 
Culp, Fundraising and Events Officer for 
Habitat.  

During that time, fifteen houses were 
built by Habitat for low-income families 
with the efforts of  dedicated volunteer 
help.  

“There are hundreds and hundreds of  
volunteers” said Culp.  “There is no trades 
experience required; everyone is welcome 
on our build sites”. 

Habitat for Humanity is a not-for-profit 
organization that organizes and partners 
with community corporations and 
individuals who provide volunteers and 
sponsorship. Altogether, they help build 
affordable housing, which helps promote 
home ownership and reduce poverty.  

As of  April 1, Habitat for Humanity 
York Region became a part of  the Habitat 
for Humanity Greater Toronto area, along 
with Brampton and Caledon.  The York 

Region location currently has twenty full-
time staff  and, with the all-encompassing 
expanded GTA Region, there are now one 
hundred full-time employees.  

Along with the expansion and 
amalgamation come some new and 
aggressive goals for Habitat.  They are 
expecting to build one hundred houses 
per year with fifty in Toronto, twenty- 
five in York Region and twenty-five in the 
Brampton and Caledon area.  

“There will not be any downsizing” 
said Richard Solomon, Regional Vice 
President for Habitat’s York Region 
Office.  “Some staff  may be performing 
different functions to avoid redundancy, 
but no downsizing.”

The event was attended by volunteers 
from the GTA as well as York Region, 
Habitat staff, former Newmarket mayor 
and Neighbourhood Network ambassador 
Tom Taylor, East Gwillimbury Mayor 
Virginia Hackson, and Royal Lepage’s  
Mike Springford.

If  you want to help volunteer time 
and effort to help Habitat meet their 
home building goals, you can reach them 
through their website at Habitatgta.ca 
or call them at 905-868-8722 at the York 
Region location.   

Habitat for Humanity is currently 
working on a build in Aurora with the 
developer, Daniels. Work is currently 
underway on the Habitat house located in 
their First Homes development near the 
southeast corner of  Bayview Avenue and 
St. John’s Sideroad.

$1,000 Cash 
 YAMAHA AC3R VS acoustic-electric guitar and case
One full day recording session at Metalworks Studios

Perform at the Hoedown on Sept 13th

$1,000 Cash 
  YAMAHA AC3R VS acoustic-electric guitar and case 
One full day recording session at Metalworks Studios

Perform at the Hoedown on Sept 13th

For contest details go to www.hoedown.ca

All applications must be 
received by 5pm on June 15th

July 10th – Preliminary rounds
September 6th – Semi-finals at Aurora Ribfest

September 12th – Finals at Magna Corral
September 13th – Perform at the 

Wild Wild West Hoedown

Enter Now!

SEPTEMBER 5-7

 Applicants must be 14 years of age and older

SPONSORED BY

Finals at the Magna Corral on September 12thFinals at the Magna Corral on September 12th

BALANCING ACT – Ronson gets into the spirit of 
things at the annual Spring Fair hosted by Auro-
ra Senior Public School and George Street Public 
School on Saturday afternoon. Kids and their fam-
ilies had perfect weather for a day of indoor and 
outdoor fun.             Auroran photo by David Falconer
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ONTARIO HAS MORE
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
THAN EVER.
CONSIDER THAT 
WHEN YOU VOTE.
Speak for Children.ca

Authorized by the CFO of OECTA. Photo by Sugino Studio. 

Speak for children here:
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Tens of thousands take in Street Festival
See more on page 15
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By Brock Weir

Brian Sperry was just a child when 
he lost his parents at the height of  the 
Second World War. 

Living in Sheffield, England, both 
his parents were killed in the Blitz and, 
after their deaths, he and his brothers 
and sister were shuttled between 
orphanages, as so many orphans were 
during that period, before ultimately 
finding their feet and a new place to 
call home. 

For many, memories of  traumatic 
events such as these can be triggered 
by a particular sight, sound and smell. 
Mr. Sperry is no different. 

Songs like “I’ll Be Seeing You”, a 
popular hit of  the era, conjure up such 
images, but they also bring him joy. 

It is this joy he hopes to bring to 
Aurora residents once again this 
Tuesday as a member of  Aurora’s 
Senior Stars. 

The Senior Stars will take the stage 
on Tuesday afternoon at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre in “It’s A Long Way 
To Tipperary”, the annual community 
sing-a-long showcasing the rousing 
tunes of  the first half  of  the 20th 
century which brought out the best of  
people both at home and at the Front.

“I’ll be Seeing You is one of  the very 
strong emotional songs from that time 
because these were heart-tugging 
things when people were separating 
and going off,” says Mr. Sperry. “But, 
the lyrics are good and the melodies 
are great, and we just like to sing 
them.”

This year’s concert, however, has 
an added layer of  poignancy in that it 
commemorates the 70th anniversary of  

D-Day, the 100th anniversary 
of  the outbreak of  the First 
World War, once dubbed “the 
war to end all wars”, and the 
subsequent outbreak of  the 
Second World War, which 
took place 75 years ago this 
year. 

“We thought we ought to 
start making a statement,” 
says Mr. Sperry of  the 
milestone anniversaries. 

For him, it is important 
to stress these are 
commemorations, not 
celebrations, and it is equally 
important to strike the right 
balance between solemnity 
and light hearted fun that 
most of  these songs have 
come to represent for the 
people who originally sang 
them. 

“The 20th century was one of  
appalling warfare, which went from 
the horrors of  World War One to the 
mass slaughter in World War Two, 
costing 50 million lives and, for the 
first time, the civilian population 
came to terms with what happened 
in that war. It is a significant century, 
for want of  a better term. Many of  
the people who come to this event are 
survivors of  it.”

Mr. Sperry counts himself  as 
one such survivor. In addition to 
losing his parents in the Blitz, his 
grandfather was severely wounded in 
the First World War in the Battle of  
Passchendaele. 

Directing the group will be Judy 
Buchanan. The group started four 
years ago and has grown from 16 

singers initially to 30 expected to take 
part on Tuesday. 

Ms. Buchanan takes great pride in 
the development of  the group, as well 
as the people who kept the “home fires 
burning.”

“Brian has acted as our emcee for 
the last few years and does an amazing 
job, and we have an excellent pianist, 
Joy Gannicott, who accompanies us 
on the piano,” she says. “As the event 
is based on a British theme, we have 
a dresscode of  red and white, and we 
borrow a British and Canadian flag 
for the occasion from the Legion to act 
as background for us.”

The concert gets underway at 2 
p.m. and is open to the general public, 
particularly anyone who loves to sing 
along. 

Under the 
guidance of  Ms. 
Buchanan, the 
Aurora Silver 
Stars will be 
preceded in their 
performance by a 
procession of  the 
Royal Canadian 
Legion’s Colour 
Guard to pay 
tribute to fallen 
soldiers. The 

“Rabble Rousing” will include 
performances of  Roll Out the 
Barrel, We’ll Meet Again, The 
Quartermaster’s Store and Tipperary. 

For more information, call 905-713-
1818.
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Arts & Culture

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

Invite you
to come and visit us and our friendly and informed staff 
at the largest shoe store north of Metro! 
Omars is celebrating 44 years of fitting shoes for everyone from babies to adults. 

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 905-727-9391 • www.omarsshoes.com

EST. 1970
SHOES

The essence of relaxed style, these sandals are a sporty option for your wardrobe.
Wear them with jeans, khakis and shorts for a casual laid back look.

They will also create a perfect summer style that Dad will love.

SUMMIT PAINTS
905-841-6200
15480 Bayview Ave., Aurora

In Home Colour Consultations Now Available.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

YOUR DECORATING CENTRE
From Prep to Finish - We have it all

Wellington St. E.

Borealis Ave.Hollidge Blvd.

St. John’s Sdrd. E.
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Come meet the

in our NEW location
EXPERTS

3 lights south of St. John Sdrd. (In the Sobey’s Plaza next to Goodlife)

Visit Us
For Our

GRAND 
OPENING
SPECIALS

Visit Us
For Our

GRAND 
OPENING
SPECIALS

 Angelo Angela Tony Jacqueline Arnold

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!
Aurora Centre (Sobey’s Plaza 

15480 Bayview Ave, Unit 103 & 104, Aurora

Call 905-841-6200
WWW.SUMMITPAINTS.CA

St. John’s Sd. Rd. E.

Wellington St. E.
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SALE LASTS UNTIL 
JUNE 18TH

Sales Representative,
Trends Realty Inc.

Maria Ongaro

12967 Keele St., Unit 1, King City
maria@trendsrealtyinc.com

b 905-833-0111
c  289-221-4564

Service You Deserve,
Someone You
Can Trust

A fresh & innovative approach
to handling business!

It might be a Long Way to Tipperary, but memories  
will be close at hand in sing-a-long

SUNSHINE GREETS ANNUAL STREET FESTIVAL
Tens of thousands of people filled Yonge Street on Sunday for the annual Aurora 
Street Festival hosted by the Aurora Chamber of Commerce.

(First Row) Yonge Street was a sea of humanity as musicians lining the route kept 
crowds entertained, including, right, Helena and Artin at the Gateway Lanes 
booth.

(Second Row L) Taylor puts her hand out to feed a camel at a petting zoo, which 
also included kangaroos, zebras, a tortoise, and pony rides. (C) Lexi got in touch 
with her inner feline. (R) Kids met Disney’s Elsa, courtesy of Marquee Theatrical 
Productions.

(Third Row L) PC candidate Jane Twinney meets a new furry friend. (2nd) Brant 
demonstrated his fire eating. (3rd) Pros with Evolve Snowboard Camps showed 
off their moves, as did (4th) members of Beards Taekwondo.

(Fourth Row L) Outside of the site of their former spiritual home, members of Au-
rora United Church raised money for their rebuilding fund through the sale of 
postcards. (C) Brenda and Janice marked the opening of the Riverwalk art gallery 
in the Old Post Office building. (R) The entire troop from Beard’s.

(Bottom Row – L ) Mayoral candidate John Gallo welcomed “Life’s Little Thrills” – 
Lucas, Graham and Frank – to his booth. (C) Sasha of Sasha’s Sweets brought her 
popular treats from the Aurora Farmers’ Market out onto the Streets. (R) Liberal 
candidate Chris Ballard was joined by his wife, Audrey, and supporter Dave.

Auroran photos by David Falconer

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcomeWellington St. E.

Hollidge Blvd.
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Aurora’s Silver Stars rehearse at the Cultur-
al Centre on Monday morning ahead of next 
week’s show.

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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ON SALE THIS SATURDAY
at 8 a.m. sharp on a first-come, first-served basis, 

at the Daniels FirstHome™ Aurora, Lewis Honey Location,
15917 Bayview Avenue, Aurora.

FULLY-BUILT CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES

Illustrations are artists concept. Exterior finishes and brick colours may vary from colours shown. Prices, programs and specifications are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand names, 
logos, images, text and graphics are copyright of the owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

FirstHomeTM Aurora  
at John West Way is located 
on John West Way, south of 

Hollidge Boulevard.

FirstHomeTM Aurora  
at Lewis Honey is located  

at Bayview Avenue and  
St. John’s Sideroad.

$249,900FROM
ONLY

30, 60

MOVE-INS!& 90 DAY
TOUR 

A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY!

ALREADY
CONSTRUCTION!
UNDER

DOWN!

BUY WITH

5 ONE, TWO

BEDROOM
TOWNHOMES

& THREE

905-821-0822
danielsf irsthome.ca

Daniels FirstHome @Daniels1stHome PRESENTATION CENTRE 
LOCATED AT 15917 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA

ST. JOHN’S SIDEROAD

15917 Bayview Ave.
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PRESENTATION CENTRE 
AND SALE LOCATION

IN TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
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NHL PLAYOFF POOL STANDINGS
London PubLishing 2013/2014

1. Ryan MacMiLLan 189

2. Luba nickeRson 164

3. PaM bRownLee 162

4. PhiL cosentino 157

5. Luke o’keafe 152

6. caRRie Rath 150

7. adaM cacchione 149

8. denise hogben 147

9. c + d RoMas 146

t10. kevin nickeRson 145

t10. ken wRight 145

12. John gouLd 143

13. wayne Rath 140

14. vioLeta goMez 139

t15. connoR gonsaLves 138

as of 9aM tuesday, June 3

TOP 5 fRoM the  
west division 

(caLedon and oRangeviLLe)

1. Lisa keLLow 175
2. RoLand fLeMing 168

3. steve bRown 165
t4. deRek LedRew 164

t4. taRa chaMbeRs 164

www.officePooLs.coM     
PooL naMe:  

LondonPublishing     
PasswoRd:  

2014

Aurora Jays hit second in league standings after winning streak
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Jays senior men’s 
baseball team is back to its winning 
ways.

After a slow start to the season, the 
Jays have shot back with five straight 
wins dating back to May 8, giving them 
a sparkling 5 – 1 record and putting 
them in a three-way tie for second 
place in the North Dufferin Baseball 
League (NDBL) standings.

As in previous seasons, the Jays 
have been supported by a mixture of  
outstanding offence, solid defence and 
stable pitching, which were all evident 
in their three wins last week.

It started with a home tilt on 
Tuesday night against the Barrie 
Angels.

Things got off  to a rough start in 
this one, with the Angels’ bats taking 
pitcher Ian Milne to task.

But Milne dug deep and limited the 
damage, keeping the Angels to four 
runs in the first three innings putting 
the score at 4 – 1.

It was at that point that the Jays 
provided their pitcher with some 
offensive support with four runs in 
the bottom of  the third.

Dan Lehmkuhl led off  with a double 
and the Jays continued to pressure 
the Angels pitching, with Ryan Lewis 
driving in Lehmkuhl and then loading 
the bases.

Chris Rettie took advantage by 
bringing in two runs with a single up 
the middle and then Chris Fafalios 
scored from third on a sacrifice fly by 
Brad Crosby to make it 5 – 4 for the 
Jays.

Ian Rettie was then put in to pitch the 
remainder of  the game and completely 
shut down the Angels through the next 
four innings including four strikeouts.

The Jays, however, kept adding to 
their totals, scoring another three 
runs in the fifth inning thanks to solid 
base running and another run in the 
sixth for a 9 – 4 win.

“We dug ourselves a hole at the 
beginning,” said Fafalios, who has 
returned from a baseball scholarship 
at the College of  Wooster in Ohio to 
play with the Jays this summer. “We 
definitely could have started better, 
but the pitching didn’t start out the 
way it normally does. He battled and 
minimized the amount of  runs to three 
or four. That helped us come around, 
then we started hitting and just got 
things rolling and running the bases.”

The Jays then took to the road to 
face a revamped Ivy Leafs squad on 
Friday night and came home with a 12 
– 6 win.

The bats came alive early in this one, 
taking a 5 – 1 lead over the home team, 
while Lehmkuhl was the starting 
pitcher for the Jays.

Ivy started to get on him and began 

picking away at 
the Jays’ lead to 
make it 6 – 5 after 
four innings.

Brad Crosby 
was then put in 
to pitch and he 
successfully kept 
Ivy at bay until 
the Jays broke 
out in the top 
of  the seventh 
inning to score 
another six runs.

Player/coach 
Mike Keon said 
that it was a 
good statement 
game for the Jays 
to make as Ivy 
made a number 
of  personnel 
pickups and are 
positioned to be 
one of  the top teams this year.

On Monday night the Jays headed 
to Stewart Burnett Park for a matchup 
against the Bolton Dodgers and 
squeaked out a 7 – 6 win.

The win was thanks to a two-run 
home run blast by Fafalios to get them 
back in the game after the Dodgers 
took a 5 – 2 lead in the previous inning.

Both fought battled the high winds 
and difficult weather conditions but 
battled through. However, weather 

didn’t seem to bother Owen, who 
threw a complete game for the Jays.

The Jays have played fewer games 
than most of  the teams in the NDBL, 
but are poised to make another strong 
run this season.

They will now look to keep their 
winning streak alive against the 
Clearview Orioles on this week at 
Lambert Willson Park, and then on 
Sunday for two road games against the 
Creemore Braves and the Mansfield 
Cubs.

Barbarians take out Markham Irish for first wins of the season
By John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians’ Senior 
Men’s team faced cross region rival 
Markham Irish Canadians for three 
matches at Fletcher’s Fields on 
Saturday.

In the first team game, Coach Ian 
McLeod’s pre-game decision to switch 
Mark Denton to fullback and bring in 
Sean Sinel to play at flyhalf  as well as 
adding some veteran strength to the 
bench proved to be the right magic 
as Aurora won its first game of  the 
year, knocking off  the previously 
undefeated and reigning McCormick 
Cup champions Irish.  

The game began with the typical 
fury exhibited by the two longtime 
rivals with open play and hard tackling 
from both squads.  Markham drew 
first blood scoring a hard-fought try 
10 minutes into the game but Aurora 
responded quickly with a series of  
tight passes that sprung winger Mike 
Neely open for a 60-metre run to the 
goal line. 

Neely was able to set up under the 
posts to give kicker Mark Denton an 
easy conversion. Ten minutes later, 
it was wing forward Eric Charest 
crashing over for a try, also converted 
by Denton. But, before the half, a 

poor clearing kick caught the Aurora 
forwards in a mismatch with the 
Markham backs in the open field 
resulting in a try for the green team to 
close out the half  at 14-10 in favour of  
the Barbarians.

In the second half, McLeod brought 
on veteran players Marco DiGirolamo 
and David Nielsen to settle the troops 
and despite receiving two yellow cards 
for professional fouls, Aurora played 
a lock down defence, restricting the 
Irish to a single try while picking up 
three of  their own from Sinel, second 
row rookie Austin St. Amant and a 
clever kick and chase try from Neely 
for his second. 

Mark Denton added two conversions 
and a penalty goal to round out an 
11 point day. Final score: Aurora 
Barbarians 36 – Markham Irish 15.

The second team game saw the Irish 
barge out to a 14 point lead in the first 
10 minutes of  the game as Aurora got 
off  to what has become a pattern of  
slow starts.  

Although the pace evened up after 
the initial thrust by Markham, the 
Barbarians were unable to repeat 
their heroics of  the past two matches, 
falling 33- 27. 

Scoring for Aurora was James 
Hulbert with two trys with Nick 

Manoukas and Derek Haines each 
getting a single. Hulbert added two 
conversions while U-18 graduate 
Conner Chowen tallied a penalty goal.

Aurora’s third team made their 
season debut featuring a squad of  very 
young players led by a small group 
of  grizzled veterans, almost a perfect 
reflection of  what was put out by the 
Irish.  

The Irish came out with more energy, 
scoring the first try and dominating 
possession. But it became a seesaw 
battle from about midway through 
the first half  with Aurora getting the 
better of  Markham as the game wore 
on. 

Both teams scored late trys but the 
superior kicking of  Aurora put them 
over the top at the final whistle with a 
26-25 win. Scoring for Aurora was Alex 
Jordan with a pair of  trys and singles 
to Justin Foy and Jordan Marsh, all 
the scorers being just 19-years-of-age. 
James Hulbert added two conversions 
while Liam Kennelly added one as 
well.

With a 2-1 record Aurora will face 
Oakville Crusaders next week at 
Fletchers Fields. The Crusaders are 
also 1-2 having won their first match 
on the weekend as well, overpowering 
Stoney Creek 38-21 in Oakville.

The speedy Chris Bloom slides into home plate to score 
a run for the Aurora Jays in the bottom of the first inning 
against the Barrie Angels last week. Bloom scored after Jay 
Ian Rettie successfully stole second base to take the atten-
tion away from home.            Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Aurora 
June 6-7 

Magna International 

Calling all Cancer Fighters –  
We need your support.  

Register today! 
   (905) 830-0447 ext. 3833 

Relay For Life  

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund
www.edwardjones.com

GIC rates too low? Let’s
talk.

Marcello R Infante
Financial Advisor
.

9 Borealis Ave
Suite 6
Aurora, ON L4G  0R5
905-713-3338
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GIC rates too low? Let’s
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Marcello R Infante
Financial Advisor
.
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Suite 6
Aurora, ON L4G  0R5
905-713-3338

It’s simple and easy to sign up! Call 1-866-323-0206
or visit www.PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS to learn more!

The sooner you sign up for peaksaver PLUS®,  the more prizes you could WIN!WIN!

FREE when you sign up!

Sign up for peaksaver PLUS® and you could win 
up to in energy effi  cient appliances 

and other great prizes.$15,000

Home Comfort PackageNottawasaga Inn Resort Getaway Weekend

Early Bird Package #1

Prize PackagePrize PackagePrize Package Home Comfort Package

No Purchase Necessary. For full rules, how to enter and prize descriptions, visit PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS. Closes December 31, 2014. There will be one (1) grand prize available to be won, consisting of a GE ENERGY STAR® or High Ef� ciency Home Appliance Makeover 
Package including up to six (6) appliances consisting of the following: one (1) Refrigerator, one (1) Range, one (1) Dishwasher, one (1) Microwave, one (1) Clothes Washer and one (1) Clothes Dryer up to a maximum value of $15,000.00 (CDN) including taxes and delivery. 9 Early 
Bird Prizes available to be won (3 for Early Bird Prize Period #1, 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #2 and 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #3) consisting of the following: 1 Black & Decker Outdoor & Power Tool Package, 1 Nottawasaga Inn Getaway Package, 1 Panasonic Digital Camera, 
1 Stanley Hand Tools Package, 1 Honeywell Utility Solutions Package,1 Sharp 70" LED TV, 1 Napoleon HE Furnace & Installation, 1 $1,000 (CDN) Vaughan Mills Shopping Mall gift card and 1 DeWalt Tool Package. Early Bird Prizes range in value from $907.00 (CDN) to 
$4,416.00 (CDN). Odds of being selected depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Must be a legal resident of Ontario, have an active residential PowerStream account, be enrolled in the peaksaver PLUS® program and be 18 years of age or older. Correct 
answer to mathematical skill testing question required. peaksaver PLUS® enrollment is subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc. OMOf� cial Mark of the Ontario Power 
Authority. Used under licence. peaksaver PLUS® is a registered trade-mark of the Toronto Hydro Corporation. Used under sublicence. Must have central air conditioning in good working order to participate. Limited time offer. 

Hey Aurora!
Join peaksaver PLUS®

  to WIN 
some really amazing prizes!

Russ, Stephanie, 
Holly, Alan, and 
Eileen get fes-
tive for some last 
minute fundrais-
ing at the Magna 
headquarters last 
week. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

“Feisty Flamingos” get fancy for Friday’s 
Relay for Life

By Brock Weir

Hundreds of  walkers, and 
supporters are due to descend on 
Magna International this Friday for 
Aurora’s Relay for Life 2014, which 
runs from 7 p.m. June 6 through 7 a.m. 
June 7.

As teams gather, rain or shine, on 
the lawns of  the Wellington Street 
campus, they do so to remember, but 
also have fun in solidarity raising 
money to help make cancer history. 

Aurora’s “Feisty Cancer Fighting 
Flamingos” don’t have far to go when 
the event gets underway at 7 p.m. The 
team of  seven, made up of  Russ Cooray, 
Alan Higgins, Eileen Indos, Stephanie 
Maly, Bianca Osorio, Holly Piotrowski, 
and team captain Lisbeth Goodyear, 
base themselves at Magna where the 
employees use their captive audience 
to raise some much needed funds from 
fellow Magna employees. 

At press time, the Flamingos had 
flocked together to raise nearly $1,400 
for the charity and they have their 
sights set on much more to come. 

The Flamingos aren’t just mere 
fundraisers. As co-hosts of  the annual 
event, each year they put on their 
pink finery to give the place a proper 
decorating job before Relay-goers 
begin to arrive. 

“It is fun when we all get together 

and decorate,” says Ms. Piotrowski. 
“It is very communal. There are 
people from all different walks of  life, 
high school students who just raise 
phenomenal amounts of  money every 
year, but it is also very emotional with 
the luminaries. You see people of  all 
ages grieving and celebrating because 
there are a lot of  success stories now 
versus what they used to be. It is like 
one big happy family.”

And each Flamingo has their own 
story of  what brings them out each 
year over the past five years to partake 
in this communal atmosphere. 

“I am doing this in memory of  my 
grandmother who died of  cancer,” 
says Mr. Cooray, adding his father also 
had an incurable blood disorder. “I am 
going to do my best to help out.”

Ms. Maly relays in memory of  her 
sister-in-law, and also a very good 
friend of  hers. Ms. Indos has also had 
many family members who have lived 
with cancer. Some have beaten the 
disease, but others have not. 

“It is in memory of  them, but it is 
also to give back to the community,” 
she says. “It has been a good eye-
opener, I think in terms of  how the 
funds are needed.”

The team likens Mr. Higgins to 
Forrest Gump in that when he starts 
to walk, there is no stopping him. 
He says he walks in memory of  four 
family members who lost their battles 
with cancer.

“I was hoping to get involved, 
participate, and raise money to find 
a cure and also [raise awareness] that 
people should get their bodies checked 
out,” he says. “People say, ‘Oh, I’m 
fine!’ but when they get it checked out, 
it is too late. People need to be more 
aware.

“I have been doing this for the last 
five years and I can see how people 
have focused on the loss of  their family 
members and friends, but it is good to 
see how they cope with it, remember 
the good times and not the bad times.”

At the end of  the 12 hour relay, each 
team member leaves with a sense of  
accomplishment and seeing the sun 
rise near the end really drives home 
what this is all about. 

At press time, the Aurora Relay 
has raised over $61,000. For more 
information,  visit www.relayforlife.
ca/aurora.

Former MPP Frank Klees was also 
recognized for his work as MPP by event 
organizers and Newmarket-Aurora PC 
candidate Jane Twinney.

“It’s great to be here and I want to 
thank everyone for making this day 
possible and what a great cause,” Klees 
told the arena, before thanking the 
event organizers and sponsors.

“What a great cause. As the former 
MPP, I was pleased to provide my 
support for this great initiative. Our 
first responders across this province 
deserve our recognition and our 
appreciation and that’s really what this 
is all about.”

Klees was presented with a special 
guitar for his efforts and contributions 
to the cause and to the riding of  
Newmarket-Aurora.

Twinney also offered some insight 
into her friendship and time working 
with Klees in the political arena, which 
started after she lost in a municipal 
election.

After receiving advice from MPP 
Julia Munro to speak with Klees, 
Twinney met him and began working 
with him through two of  his campaigns.

“I learned so much from him and 
I never imagined that that day that 
I first met Frank that I would be here 
tonight,” she said. “I am honoured to be 
here and you mean the world to me.”

After Klees recently announced he 
would not run for re-election in the 
upcoming June election, Twinney 
stepped up to run for the Progressive 
Conservatives provincially.

Connecting him to the I Run and 
Rock fundraiser were previous efforts 
by Klees which led to the establishment 
of  the inaugural First Responder’s 
Day in the Province of  Ontario on 
May 1 to help raise awareness for first 
responders with PTSD.

Second annual concert 
and run honoued First 
Responders

Glass Tiger takes the stage on  
Saturday night.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

From the NHL to Germany, Aurora’s Karl Stewart 
has taken the road less travelled

By Jeff Doner

Turning pro in any sport is not an easy task 
and Auroran and former Cardinal Carter Catholic 
High School student Karl Stewart took the road less 
travelled.

Stewart has carved out a nice pro hockey career for 
himself  over the past 12 years.

Stewart left Cardinal Carter when he was in Grade 
11 to play with the Plymouth Whalers in the Ontario 
Hockey League. He was young, talented and ready to 
take the next step.

He went undrafted in the 2001 NHL Entry Draft, 
but was quickly signed as a free agent by the Atlanta 
Thrashers and made his pro debut with the Chicago 
Wolves of  the American Hockey League.

Stewart said it was tough not being drafted, but he 
was always confident that something would work out.

“I had conversations with Atlanta’s head scout 
and he said to me that if  they didn’t select me in the 
draft, they were going to invite me to their rookie 
camp,” he said. “At that time it was guys like [Ilya] 
Kovalchuk, [Dany] Heatley and Kari Lehtonen that I 
was competing with. 

“I was holding my own against these guys and that 
kind of  gave me the confidence to believe in myself  
and then, from the rookie camp, I got invited to the 
main camp and got into a couple exhibition games. I 
was only 18 at the time and playing NHL exhibition 
games, playing with first round picks, and doing really 
well.”

The Thrashers obviously liked what they saw and 
immediately signed him to a contract right out of  
training camp, giving him the added security of  a 
contract while playing in Plymouth.

Over the course of  the next few seasons, Stewart 
played 13 games for the Thrashers in the NHL by the 
age of  20.

“It’s a surreal experience,” he said of  his first 
NHL game. “When you put on an NHL jersey in a 
regular season game, it’s completely different than an 
exhibition game because you know it’s for real. 

“I remember being in warm-up and there was a kid 
on the other side of  the glass just waving and wanting 
a puck and I thought, ‘man that was me six or seven 
years ago and here I am on the side of  the glass now 
and I’ve lived my dream.’”

But his time with Atlanta was soon cut short when 
he was packaged with a second round pick and traded 
to the Anaheim Ducks for Vitaly Vishnevski in 2006.

Before even getting the chance to lace up for the 
Ducks, the Pittsburgh Penguins claimed him off  
waivers. After just three games with the Pens, he 
was once again plucked off  waivers by the Chicago 
Blackhawks.

However, it was a move that ended up being great 
for Stewart’s hockey career, where he said coaches 
Trent Yawney and eventually NHL great Denis Savard 
helped him flourish.

“Savard was an amazing player’s coach and he 
helped me along and gave me an opportunity to play. 

He put me out on the power play and on the penalty kill 
and I made good with my opportunity,” he said.

“To watch a guy like Denis Savard handle the puck 
and skate in practice and then give you tips, you’re 
going to listen because he’s a Hockey Hall of  Famer 
and an amazing hockey player. He had a big influence 
in my career for sure.”

That season, Stewart stuck around with the 
Blackhawks for a 37 game stint during which he scored 
his first two NHL goals – Another big stepping stone 
for his career.

“We were in Phoenix and I just tipped the puck in 
against Curtis Joseph and here I am a Toronto Maple 
Leafs fan growing up and cheering for CuJo and I just 
scored on him,” he reminisced. “That was another 
kind of  vindication moment for me where I felt I could 
do this and I belonged.”

Despite his growth in Chicago, he was again moved 
in a trade, this time to the Tampa Bay Lightning to 
finish out the season.

He then signed with the Florida Panthers in 
2008 and played a full season with their affiliate, the 
Rochester Americans.

Following that season, Stewart moved on to 
Germany to play with the Straubing Tigers in the 
Deutsche Eishockey Liga, where he has played the last 
five seasons.

“I really enjoy the hockey there because it’s a 
winning-first mentality,” he said. “I spent some time in 
the NHL and the American League and when you’re a 
fringe guy and you’re up and down, winning isn’t the 
main thing or the main goal. It’s development first.”

For much of  the year he and his family live in 
Germany, but Aurora is still home. His parents still 
live here and he, his wife and newborn son come home 
to the place where he learned how to play hockey 
every summer.

Now 31, he is signed on to play next season with 
Straubing, but beyond that he said he just takes it one 
season at a time.

However, he did admit that coming back to North 
America to work in hockey is something that has 
always been a goal.

Coaching or helping develop 
other young professional hockey 
players may be something he is 
looking at for the future. After all, 
he knows a thing or two about 
how to make a living by playing 
the sport he loves.

“I had always believed in 
myself  and always wanted to be a 
hockey player, so there was really 
no other option,” he said. “If  you 
believe in yourself  you’re going to 
make it happen.”

Cardinal Carter hosts its 25th 
anniversary reunion on Saturday, 
June 14. For more information, 
visit cch.ycdsb.ca/Reunion25.
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Aurora Family Leisure Complex to the 
adjacent Legion. 

Once there, the parade members 
and dignitaries will lay wreaths before 
the solemnity gives way to a full late-
morning and afternoon of  fun and 
games for the whole family. 

For Dave Franklin, the incoming 
president of  the local Legion, 70/40 goes 
well beyond those two anniversaries, 
and also serves to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of  the First World 
War, as well as the 75th anniversary of  
the Second World War. 

They have spent the last few weeks 
putting the finishing touches on 
their parade, their activities, and the 
festivities. 

While the commemorations of  the 
past are very much contemporary, 
this is also a time of  reflection for 
Mr. Franklin. A Legion member for 
over 45 years, with 17 of  these as a 
member of  the Aurora branch, he has 
seen the branch develop and evolve in 
each intervening year. As he assumes 
the presidency, however, he is taking 
the helm of  an organization with 
dwindling numbers and what might be 
a diminishing sense of  purpose.

With Saturday’s events designed to 
introduce people back to the Legion, 
this dilemma is something he plans to 
tackle head-on during his tenure. 

Franklin’s father was a veteran 
of  the Second World War. After the 
conflict, he got out of  the military, 
opened a flower shop, but when this 
proved not to be viable, he re-enlisted 
in the re-mustered Canadian Army, 
where he served for a further 27 years. 

After serving with the RCMP 
himself  in Western Canada, Franklin 
quickly became familiar with the 
Royal Canadian Legion both as a 
community hub but also as a “safety 
net” for veterans to go for a couple of  
drinks “without being hassled.”

“It was a friendly, comfortable place 
for us to go,” he says. “I just carried 
on because of  the association between 
Legions and the RCMP and wherever 
you went you were welcomed.”

Questions on what went on 
during the war, however, often went 
unanswered. Remembrance Day was 
when those doors were unlocked, and 
Franklin says he recalls just sitting 
back and drinking 
in the stories 
he was able to 
hear of  veterans 
bantering back 
and forth together. 

These days, 
however, that 
has become 
something of  a 
rarity.

“The transition 
I see happening 
with the Legion 
right now is 
obviously we 
can’t depend 
on membership 
being based on 
veterans,” he says. 
“One of  the things 
that bothers me is 

according to government statistics, 
which are false, we have 40,000 new 
veterans coming out of  Afghanistan. 
We didn’t send 40,000 different people 
to Afghanistan. Some of  them went 
three or four times.”

“When I first joined, if  you weren’t 
in here by 7 p.m. on a Friday night, you 
couldn’t get back in because the place 
was rocking. You couldn’t see the end 
of  the hall either for the smoke that 
was hanging in the air. But now, ‘quiet’ 
is the only adjective I can think of. 
We’re trying to think our way through 
a new business plan, a new direction, 
and trying and bring the Legion into 
the 21st Century. If  we can brighten 
it up, and bring up its attraction to 
people, we might get some of  those 
Afghan veterans who are, thus far, 
kind of  shying away because they see 
it as something for the Second World 
War veterans. It is not intended to be.”

Among the items that need to be 
addressed through the business plan 
is getting access to a line of  credit 
for urgently needed repairs for their 
roof, the rebranding of  their hall from 
strictly banquets and weddings towards 
a conference facility, something which 
has been often been cited as a need in 
Aurora, and welcoming in the public 
for lunch from Tuesday to Friday.

He also hopes to get quiet Sundays 
“rocking” again by providing 
opportunities for young musicians to 
come in for jam sessions. 

Everything needs a facelift, he 
says, but there is not much point in a 
facelift if  the roof  is falling in. And it 
is important to make room for the 20th 
century “without losing sight of  who 
we are.”

“We want the people to know this is 
the community’s Legion and we want 
them to be a part of  it,” says Franklin. 
“If  I only have one year, I want to 
make sure I have started this. If  I get 
more than one year hopefully we’ll 
get it done. If  we don’t start making 
new advances towards new people and 
younger people, we’re on the Titanic 
and we’re slowly going down.

“It is happening to Legions across 
the country and we don’t want to see 
it happen here. It is incumbent on the 
community [to consider] what they 
think of  the Legion and do they want 
it.” 

From page 1

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THURSDAY, JUNE 5
Local youth are invited to come 

and interact with local candidates 
and become engaged in the election 
this evening at Valley View Alliance 
Church in Newmarket from 7 – 9 
p.m. Candidates running to be 
Newmarket-Aurora’s next MPP will 
be in attendance to answer your 
questions, as will candidates in 
the upcoming municipal election. 
For more information, contact 
Tim Greenwood at tgreenwood@
jvstoronto.org. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
Christ Lutheran Church on 

Wellington Street West will hold its 
annual garage sale today from 8 a.m. 
– 12 noon. All are welcome.

* * * * 
The Auroran hosts an all-

candidates meeting this afternoon 
from 3 – 5 p.m. at Aurora Town 
Hall. Confirmed candidates at press 
time are Chris Ballard (Liberal), 
Dorian Baxter (Canadians’ Choice), 
Andrew Roblin (Green Party), 
and Jane Twinney (Progressive 
Conservative). Doors open at 2.30 
p.m. For more information, email 
brock@auroran.com

* * * * 
The Aurora United Church 

presents Opera Nella Chiesa, an 
evening of  familiar opera arias and 
songs, tonight at 7.30 p.m. Featuring 
soprano Laura Albino, tenor Adam 
Luther, and pianist Rachel Andrist 
– along with the Aurora United 
Church Choir and Embellished 
Handbell Quartet – the event will 
be held at Trinity Anglican Church 
(79 Victoria Street). No tickets – 

donations will be taken at the door, 
and all proceeds will benefit Aurora 
United Church’s Rebuilding and 
General Funds. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8 
4Cats Arts Studios marks their 

first anniversary today. Celebrations 
get underway at the studio, which 
works with the youth of  Aurora and 
surrounding area, from 4 – 6 p.m. For 
more information, visit www.4cats.
com/aurora.

TUESDAY, JUNE 10
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 

Church Street, presents our annual 
“We’ll Meet Again Community 
Sing-Along,” with the Aurora Silver 
Star Singers. All welcome! Free 
admission and light refreshments; 
2 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. Fully accessible 
building.  905-713-1818; www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
The Sultans of  String, “Canada’s 

Ambassadors of  Musical Diversity”, 
hit the Aurora Cultural Centre 
tonight at 8 p.m. Tickets are $30 in 
advance or $35 on the day of  the 
concert. For more information, 
call 905-713-1818 or visit www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

JUNE 13 – 15
The Oak Ridges Fair will 

once again take over the Dr. Bette 
Stephenson Learning Centre this 
Father’s Day Weekend. What better 
way than to treat dad to a fair? Lots 
of  fun and excitement takes place 
at this Family Fair, such as Family 
Friday movie nights, a midway, 
live entertainment and music, 
roaming performers, food vendors, 
community groups and more! 

Admission is free (June 13 from 6 – 10 
p.m., June 14 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
and June 15 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Dr. Bette Stephenson Learning 
Centre is located at 36 Regatta 
Avenue. For more information, 
including volunteer opportunities, 
visit www.oakridgesfair.ca. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
The Aurora Soccer Club will host 

a Community Garage Sale from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 510 Industrial Parkway 
South. Great deals will be found on 
the 20 tables filled with gently used 
items. For more information, contact 
the Club at 905-727-1159 or email 
info@aurorasoccerclub.com. 

* * * * 
MERLIN’S HOLLOW: Dierdre 

and David Tomlinson will throw 
open the doors of  their beautiful 
gardens today from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Now in its 33rd season, it is a 
favourite destination for naturalists 
and gardening enthusiasts. Merlin’s 
Hollow is located at 181 Centre 
Crescent, just off  Centre Street near 
Industrial Parkway.

* * * * 
Cardinal Carter Catholic 

High School will hold their 25th 
anniversary reunion today. 
Registration begins at 10 a.m. with 
grad memories, a student art show, 
and a “Meet the Staff” event at 11 a.m. 
This will be followed by a Eucharistic 
Celebration led by Father Joe 
Gorman and the student choir. 
Opening ceremonies get underway 
at 12.30 and the celebrations will 
be capped with a pub night at 
6 p.m. For more information, 
visit cch.ycdsb.ca/Reunion25. 

COMING EVENTS

Anniversaries prompt Legion 
to re-examine mission

905-727-7048
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Dave Franklin and Ken White of the Royal Canadian Legion are hard at work  
planning this Saturday’s two-fold anniversary celebration. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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support “another layer of  bureaucracy in 
government” – and the OMB was a prime 
example.

NDP candidate Angus Duff, on the 
other hand, said he hears residents say 
“development has gotten out of  control”. 
There needs to be a “consultative process” so 
decisions are “aligned with what is good for 
the community.”

Strong words were saved between Liberal 
candidate Chris Ballard and Progressive 
Conservative candidate Jane Twinney. As 
an Aurora councillor, Ballard said there are 
often OMB questions that come up at the table 
where, if  developers don’t get what they want, 
Council is told they will be taken to the OMB 
which is “a very real and expensive threat.” 

Ballard said he was “delighted” to see the 
Liberals say the OMB “must be responsive to 
the Community, listen to the community” and 
a review was a step in the right direction.

For Twinney, however, the problem wasn’t 
with the OMB itself  but rather the legislation 
governing it. That is what needs to change, 
she said, and until legislation is changed 
nothing will follow. 

A true step in the right direction was 
the Protecting Existing Communities bill 
brought forward in the last session by Klees, 
which did not make it through the legislature, 
she said.

“That bill went nowhere,” said Ballard 
after Twinney pointed out he was one of  just 
two Aurora councillors who voted against 
endorsing the Klees bill last spring, asking 
how he can represent the people if  he “didn’t 
support them when they needed him the 
most.”

“We have researched this,” continued 
Ballard. “The bill Mr. Klees introduced went 
nowhere and it went nowhere because Mr. 
Klees didn’t want it to go anywhere. It was not 
moved through.”

During the public question session, 
however, Klees came to the microphone to 
defend himself. As MPP, he said he took the 
Glenway issue very seriously and, if  passed, 
his bill would have given Newmarket the final 
authority in that decision. 

“Tonight you attacked my integrity by 
saying I did not want that Legislation passed,” 
said Klees. “That is a lie and an attack on me 
personally. Seeing as you personally attacked 
my integrity publically, will you withdraw 
your statement publically and will you offer a 
public explanation for your statement?”

Ballard declined to apologise, saying he 
was “provided information” on scheduling 
requests at Queen’s Park and there were no 
requests to move the bill ahead.

“I can only draw the conclusion that if  
there is no request to move it ahead, there is 
no request to move it ahead,” said Ballard.
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TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, June 25, 2014 at 7 p.m. at  
Aurora Town Hall, Council Chambers to receive input on the following planning application.

APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted a Draft Plan of Subdivision and Zoning    
   Amendment Applications to allow a proposed business park development   
   over the 76.6 hectare of land. The proposed business park includes a range   
   of employment uses including; office, warehousing, light manufacturing and   
   related retail and commercial uses in accordance with the 2C Secondary Plan  
   (OPA 73).

PROPERTY:   15625 and 15775 Leslie Street

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Part of Lots 23 and 24, Concession 3 (EYS) 

APPLICANT:  2351528 Ontario Limited (Addison Hall Business Park) 

FILE NUMBER:  D14-01-14 and D12-01-14 

CONTACT:  Additional information may be obtained from Lawrence Kuk of the   
   Planning & Development Services department at 905-727-3123  
   extension 4343. Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & 
   Development Services department at the same address, faxed to  
   905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting.   
   Please quote the file name and number.

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees.  The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, 
such as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town 
to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to 
collect and use the above-noted information for this purpose.

The Town audio records Public Planning Meetings. If you make a presentation to Town Council and/or its 
Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and may make these audio recordings available to 
the public. Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123. 

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Council of The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora before the bylaw is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect to the Zoning By-law Amendment, you 
must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development 
Services.

Plan of Subdivision (O. Reg. 544/06)

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora in respect of the proposed Plan of Subdivision before the approval authority gives or refuses to 
give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of  
The Town of Aurora to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the public meeting or make written submissions to  
The Town of Aurora in respect of the proposed Plan of Subdivision before the approval authority gives or refuses to 
give approval to the draft Plan of Subdivision, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing 
of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds 
to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the decision of The Town of Aurora in respect of the proposed Plan of Subdivision, 
you must make a written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & 
Development Services. 

In November 2013, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

May construction update in brief 
 Second floor extension has begun 
 Footings for the new fitness area are complete
 Excavation of the former arena entrance is underway 
 New ceilings in the squash area and change rooms are in progress 

Photos of construction progress are shown below.

ARTIST RENdERINg

AurorA FAMily leisure CoMplex
Project Update #7

stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-3123 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFlC for additional 
information.

Oddly, a protein that we 
need to prevent us from 
bleeding to death is also a 
factor in the development 
of  arthritis. 

The culprit is fibrin 
which also plays an 
important role in the 
inflammatory response. 
When we injure ourselves, 
fibrin goes into action to aid 
the healing process. When 
fibrin does not dissipate 
effectively after the fact, 
a reaction between it and 
inflammatory cells triggers 
arthritis. Researchers are 
looking at therapies that 
interrupt the localized 
interaction between these 
cells and fibrin in arthritis 
patients.

People under 25 
generally have far less pain 
than seniors because their 
bodies react in a timely 
manner to halt the fibrin. 
The problem as we get older 
is that our bodies have lost 
the ability to stop the fibrin 
when it’s not needed.

What can you do?
Inflammation reduction 

is crucial and relatively 
easy to achieve. Without 
inflammation, fibrin has 
little to interact with, which 
means arthritis relief.

You could take 
medications to ease the 
inflammation and pain, but 
they have their own risks. 
At this age, we don’t need 
more risks.

The solution is to 
minimize or stop eating 
certain foods that trigger 
inflammation in the body. 
Here are five foods to 
consider.

Gluten-laden foods and 
any member of  the refined 
carbohydrate family - 
white bread, muffins, 
pasta, bagels, etc. – drive up 
inflammation because the 
body processes them into 
sugar.

Stay away from sugar. 
Cookies, candy, cake, ice 
cream, brownies, pies, 
doughnuts and the like are 
loaded with sugar which 
drives inflammation.

Avoid processed food. 
Take a closer look at 

what you are eating. You 
might be surprised at how 
processed your food really 
is. Stay away from trans fats 
because they are strongly 
linked to systemic, chronic 
inflammation and are 
overall bad for you. Trans 
fats occur not only in French 
fries, but also in soybean, 
corn, peanut butter and 
sunflower oils which are 
also rich in Omega-6 fats. 
Too much Omega-6 can 
cause inflammation which, 
in turn, brings fibrin. 

Cut back on foods 
that are cooked at high 
temperatures such as 
broiled, fried, and grilled 
because they often cause the 
food to develop harmful by-
products from the cooking 
process. These by-products 
are highly inflammatory 
and cause damage to 
joints and bones, thereby 
exacerbating arthritis. 
Alternatively, stewing, 
boiling, braising, crock-
potting and steaming tend 
to minimize these harmful 
by-products.

Eliminate foods of  the 
nightshade family. These 
include potatoes, tomatoes, 
eggplant, and peppers which 
affect the body’s ability to 
metabolize calcium. This 
can lead to calcium deposits 
in tendons, ligaments, 
cartilage and joints, and 
contribute to inflammation 
and joint pain. This is worse 
for people who already 
have arthritis and worsen 
existing inflammation.

There’s not much you 
can do about fibrin, nor 
would you want to since 
it’s crucial to life. What 
you can do is take steps to 

eliminate the things that 
cause inflammation. And, 
of  course, you will want to 
participate in some form 
of  physical activity which 
will ease arthritis pain 
and keep the joints limber. 
Plus, activity will help keep 
your weight down which 
is another factor in knee 
arthritis.

The Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre has activities to help 
in that regard. If  you don’t 
want to run around, as you 
would in badminton or 
pickle ball, you can choose 
to play table tennis or bocce 
ball, both of  which will get 
you moving for a few hours.

Speaking of  getting 
active, if  you didn’t make it 
to the Black Tie Gala on May 
9, you missed out on a lot of  
fun. People arrived dressed 
to the nines. Organizers 
say they “looked like stars 
adorned with fashion and 
style”.  

You might want to 
think twice next time 
such an event is offered. 
In the meantime, you can 
take part in the dance 
action any week. Free line 
dancing runs Tuesday at 6 
p.m. followed by ballroom 
dancing at 7:45 p.m., which 
costs a small fee. And of  
course there are special 
event dances throughout 
the year, too.

Don’t wait!
A trip you’ll want to 

schedule right away is the 
Agawa Canyon 5-day tour 
in September. Reserve your 
spot early. This outing takes 
you to Tobermory where 
you’ll travel by ferry across 
gorgeous Georgian Bay to 
Sault Ste. Marie. You will 
then go to the Canadian 
Bushplane Heritage 
Museum in Sudbury and, 
of  course you’ll get a close-
up look at the famous 
Canyon along the way.

For more information on 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
drop by 90 John West Way, 
visit www.auroraseniors.
ca, email auroraseniors@
rogers.com or call 905-726-
4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Monday to Friday.

From page  7

Bill would have given towns authority
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By Jeff Doner

Students at Aurora Grove Public School were 
thrilled to get outside for the school’s first track 
and field meet of  the year last Wednesday.

Results from this in-school meet will 
determine which young athletes will now move 
on to the area competition next Tuesday, June 
10, to face off  against other schools and then on 
to the big show at Regionals the following week.

Students from Grades Four through Eight took 
their best shot at a series of  events throughout 
the day, including the 100, 200, 400, 800 metre 
runs and the standing long jump, triple jump, 
shot-put/ball-throw and running long jump. 

The Grade Sevens and Eights also competed in 
the 1,500 metre separately in their gym classes.

Retiring Grade Three/Four teacher Sandy 
Milley has been organizing Aurora Grove’s 
track and field events since the school opened 
14 years ago and said she is always amazed with 
the eagerness of  the students to participate.

“They are passionate about their sports here 
at the school and have some really good sports 
programs. Track and field is one of  them,” she 
said. “We’re lucky that these kids that love track 
and field live within our school boundary and 
are pumped to participate and do well.”

Aside from learning about the events 
themselves, Milley also said the annual 
competition helps the students in many different 
ways.

“The competition is there, but this is also 
all about the good sportsmanship,” she said. 
“There was just a little boy who just finished 
and wanted to finish and they cheered him on. 
They love it, they look forward to it and from 
here our team is picked to move on to the Areas 
and then from there they go on to Regionals.”

Milley has been instrumental in organizing 
the track and field day each year, but was quick 
to dole out credit to her coworkers, community 
members and even students who come every 
year in the morning to help set up. She said 
everybody has their job and does it well for a 
real team effort. 

Although she will be retiring from 24 years 
of  teaching this summer, Milley said she will 
always keep an eye on what’s going on with 
Aurora Grove and their track and field.

“It feels bittersweet, but I live in the 
neighborhood and I can come back,” she said. 
“And I can also come back without the stress 
of  organizing it all. I can just take one job and 
I’ll enjoy it. I am passionate about it. I have 
convened the area meet and the regional cross 
countries. Hopefully with me retiring someone 
else will step up and take it on. I’m sure they 
will.”
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15570 Yonge Street 
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The Light Spot

(905) 727-7347

Lampshades, Repairs & we can arrange for installation

 

Aurora’s # 1 Lighting Store

of styles to choose from!
with 100’s 

100’s of
LIGHTING 
IDEAS

www.thelightspot.ca

A NEW SPIN ON AURORA’S HERITAGE

Students at Hartman Public School are gearing 
up to show Aurora what’s new about what’s old in 
Town. Their work is part of a new exhibition of art, 
hosted by the Town’s Heritage Advisory Commit-
tee, which takes over the Aurora Room at the Au-
rora Cultural Centre this month. They have worked 
for several months putting a new spin on different 
aspects of Aurora’s heritage. (L) Amal Mukadam, 
Brendan Macris, Myles Vasilevski, Maxim Pekin’s 
work includes traditional art, as well as models 
made out of clear tape, displaying jerseys show-
casing Aurora’s sports history. (C) Jacey Dane and 
Viveka Jadeja are putting their own perspective on 
streetscapes. (R) Samantha Weeks, Sathana Suren-
dran, Mahma Ahmed have chosen to look at local 
heritage through the traditional art of quilting. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Aurora Grove students gear up for  
Regional Track and Field meet on Tuesday

A group of grade 6 students give it their all in the 
200m race at the Aurora Grove Track and Field Day last 
week. The top finishers from the event moved on to 
participate in the area’s competition next week. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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FOR RENT

Advertise in 
The Auroran 
CLASSIFIEDS

CALL  
905-727-3300

TODAY

FASTEST GRoWING 
CoMPANy in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EXPERIENCED 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and LABoURERS 
wanted. Cutting 
and deboning poul-
try products an as-
set. Labourers $11-
$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two 
years experience 
$16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd 
by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com 
or by fax to 519-848-
2793. 

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

MICHAEL’S yARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

SUCCESSFUL 
GRAPHIC ARTS

company, looking 
for a motivated self  
starter, position in New-
market area, must be 
able to multi-task, project 
co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must 
be highly organized and 
able to manage fast paced 
environment. Recent post 
secondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to
  

joe@graphicartsmag.com

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SERVICES

NOTICE OF LIEN

RENTAL NEEDED

GARAGE SALES

THE PERSoNAL PRoP-
ERTy, AND HoUSE-
HoLD GooDS, and con-
tents of  the following rental 
spaces will be sold for cash 
or otherwise disposed of  
to satisfy rental liens for 
unpaid rent in accordance 
with the Ontario Statutes 
Chapter R25 and our lease 
agreement on June 6th, 
2014 at 10:00 a.m. sharp, at 
Northern Self  Storage, 122 
Bales Drive East, Newmar-
ket L3Y 4X1 – 2 units – TAN-
YA JANSEN

THE FIRST FRENCH CHILD CARE CEN-
TRE IN AURoRA – Preschool Petit Bateau, 
situated inside the French elementary cath-
olic school, St. Jean French Elementary 
Catholic School, in Aurora is looking for a 
highly motivated ECE (early childhood ed-
ucator). Must be fluent in French language. 
St. Jean Elementary is looking for lunch 
supervisors (fluent in French)  Tel. (905)727-
0131. Please respond to: petit.bateau@sym-
patico.ca or info@preschoolpetitbateau.com

H A N D y M A N 
WANTED with 
some plumbing, 
fencing, mechanical 
and/or landscap-
ing experience re-
quired. Part-time or 
full time available 
located on 90 acre 
equestrian farm in 
Aurora/King area.  
Call 416 508-6170   

RETIRED CoUPLE 
(Professonals) requires 
Rental  Residence in Au-
rora,  - 2/3 Bdrm. Bunga-
low, Apt.  (A/C, no steps). 
Non-smokers, Non-drink-
ers, No pets.  (905) 503-
1893.

WANTED
7 HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

7 homes in your area will be given the opportunity of having an 
INTERLOCK metal roofing system installed on their home at a 
reasonable cost.  This lifetime product is capturing the interest 
of homeowners across the country who want to know this will 
be the last time they will have to re-roof their home. Our prod-
uct is environmentally friendly and comes with a transferable 
Lifetime Limited Warranty with an excellent choice of colours 
to complement your home and is going to be introduced to 
your local market.  Your home can be a show place in your 
neighbourhood and we will make it worth your while if we can 
use your home.

1-866-601-7366
Toll-Free 24 hours 7 Days a week

www.ontarioroof.com

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

25% OFF
WINTER COATS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

25% OFF
All ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

AURoRA - 63 WILLIS 
DRIvE MULTI-FAMI-
Ly, furniture, small appli-
ances, kids rideable jeep, 
something for everyone.

1 BR + DEN, main floor 
unit available August 
1. Asking $1550 plus. 
Covered parking. Email  
ajay.linda@gmail.com

LIFE INSURANCE 
BRoKER IN AU-
RoRA is seeking 
a full-time senior 
administrator. Life 
agency experience 
an asset. Please 
email resume to  
Paula@epili.ca. To 
contact our office 
416.907.9753

LooKING FoR 
E N E R G E T I C , 
S E L F - D R I v E N 
I N D I v I D UA L S 
to join LocaWoka 
( w w w. l o c awo k a .
com), a local, Au-
rora app startup. 
Must be willing to 
do errands for oth-
er folks. Apply at  
hello@locawoka.com.    

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

The Victoria Day weekend is the 
“official” start of  summer for most 
Canadians. We always have a big family 
and friends bash in our backyard to 
kick off  the warm summer months and 
this year was no exception – though the 
weather did not co-operate.  

Yes, the rain held off, but it was it 
freezing! 

The other part of  the Victoria Day 
weekend (aside from parties and 
fireworks) is yard work. Getting your 
yard all cleaned up and ready for 
barbeque season is a lot of  work but, 
if  done right, it really is worth it as it 
won’t take much to maintain it.

Mulching is one of  the best and 
easiest ways to improve the look of  
your yard and garden and flower beds. 

Aside from making 
everything look nice, 
mulch serves four 
purposes – it helps keep 
weeds at bay, keeps your 
roots warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer 
and it helps your plants 
and trees retain water.

Before you put your 
mulch down, a word of  
warning: be sure you 
weed whatever area you 
intend to cover. It will be 
tempting to put the mulch down, even 
it out, and cover up those pesky weeds. 
It’s true. Everything will look great. For 
about a week!

And then all the weeds will start 

poking their heads 
through your lovely 
new mulch!

Weed first! Yes, it’s 
more work, but it’s a lot 
less work than having 
to weed through mulch!  
And don’t bother with 
one of  those plastic 
sheeting barriers. They 
don’t allow the water 
to drain through the 
mulch, which defeats 
the purpose!

Once you’re done weeding and are 
ready to put down the mulch, be sure to 
remember a few other things:

Don’t lay it on too thick or you’ll 
suffocate the plants – usually just a 

few inches is good enough. Don’t pile the 
mulch up against trees – leave a little space 
so that the tree can breathe; otherwise 
you’ll risk rotting out your trees.  

Finally, when weeds start to pop up 
in your mulch – and chances are they 
will – pull them out quickly.  Don’t let 
them take hold or your nice beds won’t 
look so nice anymore.

And that’s it.  Mulching done.  Lawn 
cut.  Plants watered.  Now it’s time for 
a barbeque!

Until next week, remember a good 
job, is a job well done! Also, if  you have 
any questions or topic suggestions 
you can reach me at www.facebook.
com/anastasisdesign or on twitter, @
ADesign_build and email, of  course, at 
Anastasis@anastasisdesign.ca.

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Summer  
is Here

SAT. JUN. 7, 8AM 355 
Pinnacle Trail coffee, 
muffins, furniture + 
more. 

Sue 

DelPlavignano, 

RM (Reiki Master) 

at King West 

Chiropractic 

& Wellness Centre 

is 

offering 

FREE 
MONTHLY Reiki 

Therapy 
Clinic for Cancer 

Patients. 
Clinic dates; 

June 18, July 16, 

August 20,

September 17.

For More 

information & 

bookings, 

please call 

905-773-2225.

CALLING
ALL

KIDS!
The THE AURORAN is currently seeking  

newspaper carriers to deliver once a week.

Call Céphise  416-505-2770 or 

 
email: cc@cephisecuming.com

 

Route D-19

Route  A-17

Route  A-14

Route  A-15

Route  A-3

Route  D-3

Fairway Dr, Elden Cres, Glenview Dr, Banbury Cres, Brookland Ave 
Total 98 houses

Aurora Heights Drive, Delayne Drive, Falan Heights Crescent, 
Laurwood Court    152 houses

Orchard Heights Blvd., Devins Drive, Ban� Drive  - 114 houses

Sisman Avenue, Lensmith Dr., Cady Court  97 houses

Laurentide Ave., Illingworth Crt., Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt.,   

Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights Dr.  - 119 houses

Sisman Ave., Lensmith Dr., Cady Crt        97 houses
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AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

LANDSCAPING

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

25

 reverse osmosis �ltration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Re�neosoft Water Softener and receive a 

CLEANERS

• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your 
services all the time, 

but,
 if you want 
to be there 

when they do... 
Advertise in
The Auroran, 

At Your Service Directory
 

Call: 905-727-3300

Ethan, Griffin and Aiden enjoy some well-earned snacks Saturday at the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market following a baseball game in Town Park. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Council votes down motion to review 
governance of Aurora Farmers’ Market

By Brock Weir

It is business as usual for the Aurora 
Farmers’ Market after Council voted down 
a motion from Councillor Evelyn Buck to 
take a closer look at its governance last 
week.

Councillor Buck’s motion to have 
municipal staff  review the existing 
Farmers’ Market bylaw “to ensure vendor 
representation with a view of  achieving 
problem-free management and efficient 
communication” failed to get a seconder 
at the Council table ensuring the motion 
went undiscussed. 

The motion was spawned after a series 
of  appearances before Council by former 
Market vendor David Heard who spoke 
out against what he thought was unfair 
placement for his booth that did not take 
into account his hearing loss. 

After years of  manning his stall 
featuring crafts, art, and other items that 
promote Aurora’s heritage outside of  
Wells Street School, the Market executive 
placed his booth in Town Park across from 
the band shell, which he said would cause 
him undue hearing problems on special 
event days when bands take to the stage. 

Before Council reached the point to 
discuss Councillor Buck’s motion, they 
were addressed by Market Chair Anna 
Kroeplin who took aim at the clause 
suggesting better representation on the 
Market executive. 

“The Market and two staff  members 
work diligently to contribute to the 
vendors’ success that includes drawing 
customers, working closely with the Health 
department to be in compliance, assuring 
safe food handling, and we also uphold 
safety for our vendors and the public and 
volunteers. 

“Meetings are held once a month…
and minutes are taken to document 
proceedings. The Committee members 

are selected firstlyby being past members 
to retain our intellectual capital and 
experience. We start to receive outdoor 
applications in February. We start to 
review these applications mid-March and 
we submit our final vendor layout plan in 
early April. Each application is screened 
to ensure they are in compliance with 
the AFM constitution and policies, the 
rules and regulation criteria of  Farmers’ 
Markets Ontario, York Region Health 
Services, and the Town bylaw.”

Although Councillor John Abel 
questioned why, in this case, farmers rather 
than artisans and other vendors were not 
coming forward to be part of  the executive 
committee, Ms. Kroeplin suggested it 
would require an investment in time.

Mr. Heard, who was also in the audience, 
followed Ms. Kroeplin as a delegate to 
once again state his case. Judging by the 
presentation and the tone at the table, he 
said it did not give him hope that his case 
would gain traction. 

“After hearing the presentation, I feel 
like I am probably ending a long tenure at 
the Market because for whatever is right, 
for whatever is good, and for whatever is 
just, I stand here humbled but I need to tell 
the truth,” he said. “I believe every attempt 
was done this year by myself  to be clear…
that I have a concern for my safety and 
health. I didn’t tell people I had a hearing 
challenge. Until lately, I was a member, 
proud to tell people that I can be a little bit 
loud and I can be hard to talk to sometimes 
because I can read lips.”

His issue, he said, was sensory, 
stemming from 60 per cent hearing in his 
left ear, which is hyper-sensitive. Being 
in line with the band shell would have 
“adverse impacts” on him.

“I am asking you, maybe not for me, 
but moving forward for everyone else,” 
he said. “I am appealing to Council today 
for all people with sensory disabilities 

PROOF 
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www.leonastone.com

COMe 
ViSit uS 

At Our neW 
lOCAtiOn

and hearing challenges. I may not be 
visually disabled, but I do tell you I have a 
disability and it is difficult because unless 
people can see it, they don’t recognize it.” 
Before he finished, he added he disagreed 
with comments made about the Market’s 

electoral process, having sat on the board 
himself. 

“The most important thing for me is 
inclusivity. I would like everyone moving 
forward with accommodations to be 
included in the Farmers’ Market.”



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 5, 2014Page  26

15117 YONGE STREET | DOWNTOWN AURORA | 905-713-1501 | mrwardrobe.ca

MENSWEAR

 
 

min. $200 Purchase. Reg. Price merchandise only.        See Store For Detials. 

HE LOOKS UP TO YOU FOR MORE 

THAN JUST YOUR SENSE OF STYLE.


