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QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH
Please Join Us... 

For Our Sunday Morning Service  
at Trinity Anglican Church 

Every Sunday 
at 11am until August 31

(79 Victoria Street, Aurora)

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577
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School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

School 
can 
be 

easier.

Correct the root 
of the problem. 

Call 905-853-3363
learningability.org

Aurora Shopping Centre 
14800 Yonge St.  905.726-4063

Fashions

Large Selection 

Tribal • Cartise • Robert Kitchen • Mexx • Yest • Columbia 
Angela Mara • Point Zero 

JUNE 11th to 15th
TENT SALE

15480 BAYVIEW AVENUE 
AURORA, ON

Santafe-pizza.com

Just north of Wellington
in the Sobeys Plaza near

Good Life Fitness

905-503-3300
154 Bayview Ave. 

905-503-3300
Santafe-pizza.com

SPECIAL
large Pizza 

3 FREE Pop
Plus $13

only
3 toppings 99

Jack Spiers 
Sales Representative

Call for a FREE 
MARKET EVALUATION OF YOUR HOME...

No hassle, no obligation and in con�dence!

19 Years Selling Aurora 
And Surrounding Communities

www.jackspiers.com | Direct: 416-580-4905 | Office: 905-737-6060 | jspiers@avenuerealty.com 

Available Only At Aurora Home Hardware 
White Cedar 

Muskoka Chair 
(Custom 2”)

Coloured Plastic Chairs

Only

OnlyFrom

138$ 99

129$ 99239$ 99 #404KD
#404P

#24CPTAssembled
or Unassembled

White Cedar Picnic Table

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre
289 Wellington Street East Aurora, Ontario L4G 6H6  905-727-4751

Home Owners helping homeowners with expert advice

White Cedar 
Chair Shown

Beverley Wood named Citizen of the Year
By Brock Weir

Beverley Wood lives by the motto it “amazing what one 
can learn when one opens up one’s ears.”

But, the sound might have been deafening for Beverley 
Wood on Monday night when she was named Aurora’s 
Citizen of  the Year. 

Ms. Wood received her recognition from Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe and Council on Monday night at the Community 
Recognition Awards, held at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre.

She succeeds Auroran founder and former councillor Ron 
Wallace to the post. 

A founder of  Welcoming Arms, the outreach group 
bringing together Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora United 
Church, Our Lady of  Grace Catholic Church, and Community 
Campus Church, Ms. Wood was celebrated for her tireless 
community service stretching back nearly 40 years.

“She can be described no better than as a woman who 

gets stuff  done, no matter the time, the place, or the 
circumstance,” said Mayor Dawe, introducing the new Citizen 
of  the Year. “From the multiple members of  the community 
that nominated her, the words ‘gracious’, ‘welcoming’ and 
‘deserving’ occurred frequently.

“As a founding member of  Welcoming Arms, our Citizen 
of  the Year has diligently worked to bring together five 
different churches to support people in crisis – spiritually, 
socially and financially. Every Wednesday evening, you can 
find her at Trinity serving all members of  our community 
through the Welcome Table program.”

Mayor Dawe also hailed her for her work outside Trinity, 
including her volunteer work for the PROBUS Club, Empty 
Bowls, which brings together area artists through the Pine 
Tree Potters Guild and local chefs in the popular annual 
fundraiser, as well as her work as a citizen-at-large.

“The thank you notes arrive from her promptly and she 

Heritage Conservation District 
plans to be shut down following 
community outcry

Pensions in focus 
as former PM joins 
campaign trail

By Brock Weir 

Aurora’s second Heritage Conservation District is set to be 
consigned to the history books this week, after Councillors 
backed neighbourhood opposition to the plan. 

Faced with four options on how to proceed last week, 
Councillors voted 7 – 0 to discontinue the Heritage 
Conservation (HCD) study at the General Committee level. 
This decision is due to be ratified at Council this week. 

The decision came after mounting opposition from a 
majority of  residents and property owners of  the proposed 
HCD area bordered roughly by Wellington Street in the 
north, Rotary Park in the south, Berczy Street in the east 
and Victoria Street in the west. The HCD was the subject of  
numerous heated debates around the Council table, at Public 
Planning meetings, as well as at Aurora’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee, where the number of  voices opposed to the plan 
handily overshadowed the equally enthusiastic voices in 
favour of  designating their neighbourhood. 

After both sides were heard at a Public Planning meeting 
last month, Council voted to give a month for everyone’s 
concerns to be weighted and compiled in a report. With 

By Brock Weir

Liberal candidate Chris Ballard had some high profile help 
on the campaign trail last week in former Prime Minister 
Paul Martin. 

Mr. Martin joined Ballard at the Aurora Shopping Centre 
to meet local merchants, large and small, to highlight 
businesses in Downtown Aurora. 

Martin arrived in Aurora after meeting with Kathleen 
Wynne to discuss the Liberal Party’s Ontario Retirement 
Pension Plan. 

After a tour of  area shops, Martin and Ballard proceeded 
up Yonge Street to take in the patriotic mural at the Yonge 
and Wellington intersection and meet supporters at an area 
salon. 

A long-time supporter of  Aboriginal issues, Mr. Martin 
walked from Yonge and Wellington to make an impromptu 
visit to the Aurora Cultural Centre to take in Indiginesse, 
curated by Newmarket artist Nathalie Bertin, bringing 
together the diverse voices of  Aboriginal, Inuit and Metis 
women from across Canada.

But, before the tour wrapped with a visit close to his heart, 

15783 Yonge St., Aurora
905-727-9444

www.HNLlease.com

All makes, models 
and Equipment Leasing. 

Everything from dump trucks 
to pickups to Porsches 

can be leased through HNL. 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
presents the Citizen of the 
Year award to Beverley 
Wood on Monday night. 

Auroran photo 
by David Falconer
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Club Aurora Fitness – Student Specials

Are you a college or university student home for the summer? 
Club Aurora Fitness Centre offers a special seasonal membership 
rate for students! 

4-month special:  May 1 to August 31 
 Residents: $120  Non-Residents: $144
2-month special:  July 1 to August 31 
 Residents: $76  Non-Residents: $91

For more information, please call 905-726-4764 or email 
fitness@aurora.ca 

Notice of Town Hall Renovation

The Town of Aurora is pleased to announce that renovations 
have commenced on the first floor of Aurora Town Hall this 
month to create a new Customer Service unit, Access Aurora. 

The payment office will be fully operational during the 
construction, but will be temporarily located outside Council 
Chambers, adjacent to the main entrance on the first floor. 
Regular business hours remain in effect, Monday to Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, please contact Ivy Henriksen, Manager 
of Customer Service, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4392 or 
ihenriksen@aurora.ca 

Stay tuned for the Access Aurora grand re-opening 
announcement once renovations are completed. We look 
forward to better-serving our growing community  

Aurora Chamber Street Festival

Visit The Town of Aurora’s booth at the 19th annual Aurora 
Chamber Street Festival on Sunday, June 1 from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Yonge Street between Kennedy Street and Cousins 
Drive. 

The festival is family-friendly and for all ages. There are more 
than 500 vendors and will include food, crafts, music and street 
performers. Admission is free! 

A section of Yonge Street will be closed to traffic, allowing 
vendors and visitors full access.  

For more information, please visit www.aurorachamber.on.ca 

Youth Engagement Committee Call for Members

Are you an Aurora resident between the ages of 12 and 17 
interested in making a difference in your community? Become a 
member of the Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) today! Roles 
and responsibilities include engaging other youth within the 
community, serving as a liaison between Aurora youth and Town 
staff, exploring potential sponsorship opportunities and assisting 
with the development of programs and special events. 

The committee will meet every second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 4:30 p.m. from September 2014 to June 2015 

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca  or visit www.aurora.ca/yec

Dinner and a Movie 

Cheaper by the Dozen  (Rated PG)

Where:  Aurora Public Library
 
When: Saturday, May 31  7 p.m. to 9 
p.m.
 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds
 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.  
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

The Aurora Public Library

3D Printing Information Session

Do you know what 3D printing is? Do you know how it 
works? Join us on Thursday, May 29 at 7 p.m. at the APL in 
the Magna Room to learn all about 3D printing and how to 
make awesome stuff! Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 275 for 
more information.

Teddy Bear Tea with Grandpa and Grandma

Bring your favourite teddy and grandpa or grandma for tea 
time in the Optimist Room of the  APL on Saturday, June 7 
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to celebrate Ontario Seniors’ 
Month. We’ll start with a craft and provide fun books for you 
to read together while enjoying a cup of tea. This is an event 
for children ages three to 10 and their grandparents.  Please 
register by calling 905-727-9494 ext. 275.   

Club Aurora Annual Golf Classic

Register today for Club Aurora Fitness Centre’s 13th annual Golf Classic event on 
Wednesday, June 18 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club. Cost to participate is $110 per 
person, which includes lunch, dinner and power carts. 

To register, please visit the reception desk at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex and 
reference the program code 35684. Registration deadline is Saturday, May 31. 

For more information, please contact Wayne De Ryck or Diana Dawson at 905-726-4764. 

June is Parks and Recreation Month

Help The Town of Aurora celebrate Parks and Recreation month by attending one of 
the many exciting events planned throughout June. 

Join us on Sunday, June 8 starting at 11:30 a.m. for a free family picnic and concert 
at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre and Arboretum. 

Additional activities planned throughout the month include a scavenger hunt, 
zumba and yoga in the park, Father’s Day swim and more! 

To learn more about these activities, please visit www.aurora.ca/jprm

REMINDERS

Outdoor Water Use By-law 

The Town of Aurora enforces a municipal bylaw related 
to outdoor water use. It is important that all residents 
and businesses observe the regulations, as they have 
been put into place to ensure a continued and abundant 
water supply. Even/odd water restrictions are in effect.

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/bylawservices

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, June 3 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, June 4 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, June 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Monday, June 9 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 10 7 p.m. Council
Thursday, June 12 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, June 12 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Line Painting  

Please be advised that The Town of Aurora has started re-painting 
the centre lines on Town streets.  Work will continue over the next 
few weeks between the hours of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m.

When possible, residents are asked to refrain from parking on the 
street during these times to allow space for crews to complete the 
work. 

For more information, please contact Kevin Vande Beek at 
kvandebeek@aurora.ca or 905-727-3123 ext. 3459. 

Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Conservation Plan   

We want your input! York Region is holding open houses to 
solicit input from residents, businesses and organizations on 
the 2015 review of the Greenbelt Plan and Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan. 

Tuesday, June 3

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville Municipal Offices
111 Sandiford Drive, Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville

Tuesday, June 10

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
King City Arena and Community Centre
25 Doctors Lane, Township of King

Wednesday, June 11

5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
East Gwillimbury Sports Complex
1914B Mount Albert Road, Town of East Gwillimbury

If you are unable to attend an open house, you can submit 
comments to futureyork@york.ca or York Region, 17250 Yonge 
Street, Newmarket, ON, L3Y 6Z1 ATTN: Long Range Planning 
Branch.

Home Repairs for Independent Living   

York Region is offering grants up to $5,000 through the Home 
Repairs for Independent Living Pilot Program for people who have 
a disability or seniors who need home modifications to support 
activities of daily living. The program helps eligible people with 
low to moderate income stay in their homes. 

For eligibility requirements and the application package, please 
visit www.york.ca/communitysupport or call 1-888-256-1112 
(TTY 905-762-0401). 

Application deadline is Tuesday, June 17. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Parks Spring Clean-up 

Are you looking for your community service volunteer hours to 
graduate from High School? Help us clean-up Aurora on the 
following days:

Saturday, June 7 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Aurora Community Centre, Fleury and Machell Park

Sunday, June 8 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Aurora Family Leisure Complex and Lambert Willson Park

To register, please refer to page 42 of the Spring Parks and 
Recreation Guide available at www.aurora.ca/programguide

For further information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Decorated � oats, walking groups and marching bands 
are encouraged to participate in our well-attended 

Canada Day parade! Demonstrate your Canadian spirit 
and enthusiasm! Fantastic for local business exposure! 

Download a registration form at
www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade

and submit by Friday, June 13.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade for more information
Like us on Facebook       Follow us on Twitter #AuroraEvents2014

Please note, we reserve the right to 
cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by:

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

20142014

Murray Dr.

Wellington St.

Mark St.

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

Edward St.

Kennedy St.

Yonge Street

N

A CURORA HRYSLER

CANADA DAY
PARADECANADA DAY
PARADE

Sign up now to participate in The Town
of Aurora’s Annual Canada Day Parade

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

at Lambert Willson Park
Are you a resident of Aurora between the ages of 12 and 17?

Do you have an interest in graffiti art? If so, The Town of Aurora’s
first ever Urban Art Aurora event is for you!

Teams will work together to create urban art on 30’ canvasses.

Apply today! Applications are available at Aurora Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex or online at www.aurora.ca/youth

Register by Friday, May 30
Pre-event design workshop will take place on Thursday, June 26

for registrants to develop designs for approval.

For more information, call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121
or visit www.aurora.ca/youth

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Tuesday, July 1, 2014

Another  exc i t ing  event  b rought  to  you by 
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By Brock Weir

Love thy neighbour has been at the 
core of  the Christian faith for centuries, 
but knowing thy neighbour might be 
another thing all together. 

Despite having been neighbours just 
a stone’s throw away for the better part 
of  140 years, Trinity Anglican Church 
and Aurora United Church never 
really had a chance to get to know each 
other at the core level – that is, until 
faith threw them together last month.  
Reverend Dawn Davis of  Trinity 
Anglican Church vividly recalls 
receiving a text message on the morning 
of  Friday, April 11, that Aurora United 
Church (AUC) was ablaze. Arriving on 
site soon after, she sought out AUC’s 
leaders, Reverends Andy Comar and 
Lorraine Newton-Comar to say Trinity 
was there for whatever they needed. 

“It wasn’t really thoughtful, it was 
reflexive,” says Davis of  immediately 
offering AUC a place to worship that 
weekend for Palm Sunday. “We had no 
idea at that point how bad [the fire] was 
going to be.”

That, however, soon became clear. 
Within hours, the roof  was gone at 
Aurora United Church and although 
it was still a couple of  weeks before 
the burnt-out shell of  the church was 
completely demolished, both AUC and 
Trinity knew their lives would never be 
the same again. 

That became clear the very next 
morning when the traditional Rise 
and Shine Breakfast went ahead as 
scheduled, this time at Trinity rather 
than AUC.

The following day was their respective 
Palm Sunday services, which welcomed 
people from both congregations lead by 
Davis and Rev. Ian Martin.

They didn’t realise at the time that 
it was the first step of  many on a new, 
long journey both of  discovery and 
fellowship which could come to define 

both churches for decades to come. 
Since then, members of  AUC have 

been worshipping at Trinity at their 
11 a.m. service. An initial agreement 
with the two churches solidified this 
agreement until August 31, but come 
the fall, it is a relationship that will 
continue. 

Briefly

Continued on page 26

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities
At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and successful therapy for correcting learning

disabilities in both adults and children. The breakthrough program enables participants to
function in a regular classroom or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will
even know that they are using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive
results will be visible. If you, your children or someone you know is struggling with a learning
disability, we can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more information, to get a free no-obligation information
package, or to book a free consultation, please contact

Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

If learning is
a problem...

we have a solution

Advertorial

Our son was diagnosed with
learning disability in reading

and writing at 6. He has
completed the program and

is now very successful.
The confidence he now has

is the best reward.

– Ron & Wendy Jennings,
Newmarket, Ontario

• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)

• ADD (attention)
• ADHD (attention   

and hyperactivity)
• Autism spectrum

We continue to use the
methods that my son

learned there. We would
highly recommend this
program for your child

that has reading or
learning difficulties.

– M. N.
Newmarket, Ontario

The thought of completing
high school was almost
inconceivable. After a

month or two at Learning
Ability, we started talking
about what college she

will be attending.

– Richard & Deb Pope
Newmarket, Ontario

“ “ “

” ” ”

We can help with

27

905-478-2323
1-866-23SOD4U

www.sod4u.ca
info@sod4u.ca

• Top Quality Kentucky Bluegrass 
Nursery Sod available for pick-up or 
delivery

• Sod installation
• Grass seed, mulch & lawn fertilizer
• Large Bags of Top Soil
•  Homeowners/Landscapers Welcome
• Excellent Pricing

Family Owned & Operated
Queensville Sod Farms Ltd.

Get the beautiful lawn you’ve
   always dreamed of in one day!

21468A Leslie St.,
Queensville

(North of Newmarket)

“In Sod We Trust!”
Member N.S.G.A.

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION
The Town of Aurora has received the following application under 
the Planning Act:
APPLICATION:   The Owner has submitted applications to Amend the Official Plan   
   and Zoning By-law and grant Draft Plan Approval to a Plan of   
   Subdivision to allow a condominium development with up to  
   90 residential units.

PROPERTY:   155 Vandorf Sideroad 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Part Lot 75 Concession 1 Whitchurch Part 1, 65R18722

APPLICANT:  Malone Given Parsons Ltd. 

FILE NUMBERS:  D09-01-14, D14-03-14, D12-02-14

CONTACT:      Additional information may be obtained from Marty Rokos of the Planning    
   Development Services department at 905-727-3123 extension 4350. Comments  
   may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department at  
   100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed  
   to planning@aurora.ca. Please quote the file name and number.

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town Council and/or 
its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the Town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose.

Please direct any questions about this collection to the Town Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4350

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

   

A Better Winemaking Experience 

$15 OFF ANY WINE MAKING ON PREMISE 
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD | NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

130 Hollidge Blvd. Unit B2 Aurora, On. L4G 8A3
 905-727-9595   •  devinewinesaurora.com

Churches make unexpected 
discoveries about each other 
– and themselves – coming 
together after crisis

By Brock Weir

Aurora United Church is planning to 
take the first steps towards charting a 
course of  rebuilding next month.

Options for rebuilds and 
redevelopments have been percolated 
and will be subject to an online survey 
for the congregation which is due to go 
live next Sunday, June 1. Findings will 
be presented to the Congregation mid-
month for discussion on what a new 
building might look like. 

Regardless of  what form the new 
Aurora United Church takes, Rev. Andy 
Comar says they are leaning towards 
their home at Yonge and Tyler. 

“I think the emotional attachment 
is there and when you look at the work 
of  the outreach, why would you be 
anywhere else?” he says. “Those of  us 
on Welcoming Arms were kind of  up 
in arms when the Food Bank moved 
to Industrial Parkway, taken out of  the 
Downtown Core. That was not really a 
great decision to get people out there.”

Adds Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar: 
“Ultimately the congregation has to 
decide where their heart is and it is a big 
decision. It is an exciting process and a 
lot of  it is just keeping the congregation 
informed as we move along.”

Aurora United to 
begin rebuilding 
talks this June

LEGION CELEBRATES DOUBLE ANNIVERSARY
The Royal Canadian Legion will host double commemorations next week 

to mark both the 70th Anniversary of  D-Day and the 40th anniversary of  the 
present Royal Canadian Legion on Industrial Parkway North. The June 7 
commemorations will be held at The Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) 
beginning at 11.30 a.m. with a march from the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
to the Legion, including the White Heather Pipe and Drum Band, a flag 
dedication and a ceremony on the front steps. Following the formal part of  the 
ceremony, celebrations continue with music, games and a community barbeque 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

EDUCATION RACE GETS CROWDED
The races to be Aurora’s next education trustees became a little bit crowded 

this week. Incumbent Peter Adams-Luchowski, Aurora-King Trustee for 
the York Region District School Board, made his intentions to seek election 
known this week. Adams-Luchowski, who previously served as an education 
trustee for Richmond Hill, was appointed to fill the Aurora-King slot mid-
term following the resignation of  Gord Kerr. At the time, Adams-Luchowski 
said he would simply fill the seat and not seek election this year, but told The 
Auroran on Monday that personal circumstances had changed, opening up the 
possibility. As The Auroran has previously reported, Schomberg’s Elizabeth 
Crowe is seeking re-election as Aurora and King’s trustee for the York Catholic 
District School Board. 

CONCERT CANCELLED
There will be no music blow-out at Town Park this summer as Habachat, 

a local social media company, has decided to pull the plug on their Celebrate 
Aurora Music Festival. Aurora Council approved the permit to hold a music 
festival showcasing local talent for the last weekend in July, but the group opted 
to put their plans on ice citing timing restrictions.

Lorraine Newton-Comar, Dawn Davis, and Andy Comar pictured outside Trinity last week. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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I have said it before, and I have no 
hesitation in saying it again – the best 
thing about this job is uncovering the 
good and interesting things people do in 
this community.

It doesn’t matter if  people are 
singing their praises from the rooftops. 
It doesn’t matter if  they prefer to work 
in a quiet corner, behind closed doors, 
or even covertly on the things that they 
are passionate about in case they might 
be seen as trying to draw attention to 
themselves, or, God forbid, let in any 
daylight onto the magic. 

It was a thought that occurred to me while speaking 
to Dr. G.W. Williams student Sydney Cobbold last 
week. After recently receiving a double-whammy 
of  recognition from the York Region District School 
Board and Magna for the Community/Neighbourhood 
Network, for her outstanding contributions to both her 
school community and Aurora as a whole, she told me 
she didn’t really realise the impact she had until very 
recently

I had the opportunity last week to interview 
Reverends Dawn Davis and Ian Martin of  Trinity 
Anglican Church, alongside Reverends Andy Comar 
and Lorraine Newton-Comar of  Aurora United Church, 
to discuss future plans as their distinct congregations 
forge a new path together. 

Lorraine expressed her surprise that the media 
seemed to be flummoxed at how quickly the two 
congregations came together to help one another in the 
aftermath of  the April fire at Aurora United Church. 

“It is just what we do,” said Ian, recounting his 
response to the collective degree of  surprise, with 
a measured degree of  surprise thrown back in the 
direction of  the person asking the question. 

Perhaps the surprise was genuine for outlets who 
don’t work every day in Aurora, but not for those of  us 
close to home.  

While I admit my own degree of  surprise was in the 
speed in which these two communities came together, 
Aurora ought to know that our ecumenical community, 
regardless of  your personal religious affiliation, or lack 
thereof, does not shy away from walking the walk. 

Case in point, the people that descended on Trinity 
less than 24 hours after the fire to get a good hot breakfast 
and commune in the spirit of  both love and loss in the 
form of  the traditional Rise & Shine Breakfast, hosted 
by Welcome Table. 

It was a testament to the very best in our community, 
and I can think of  no better person to be Aurora’s 2014 
Citizen of  the Year than Beverley Wood. 

Beverley is a founder, and active volunteer with 
Welcoming Arms, the joint effort of  Trinity Anglican 
Church, Aurora United Church, Our Lady of  Grace 
Catholic Church, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
and, most recently, Community Campus Church to 
provide outreach to people in distress throughout the 
entire community. 

If  you have lived in Aurora for any length of  time, 
you are likely familiar with face, if  not the name, of  
Beverley Wood. The lady is everywhere. I encountered 
her in many different capacities since I started work at 

The Auroran back in 2009. Each time 
I was struck by the energy, vitality, 
and enthusiasm in which she tackled 
anything that came her way. 

Since those early days, the first 
opportunity I really had to sit down and 
speak to her formally was back in late 
2012 when she and Trinity parishioner 
Annabelle Black (Aurora’s second-ever 
Citizen of  the Year, back in 1972 for 
those keeping score) were preparing 
to welcome members of  the Ly family 
back to Aurora. 

In 1978, they were two of  13 
parishioners from the Church who sent a convoy of  
three vans down to Pearson International Airport to 
pick up the family, Vietnamese Boat People, as their 
sponsors.

Although Beverley was unable to attend the reunion 
at Moon Garden, she made it clear she was there in 
spirit. 

Decades later, this group remains as tight as ever, 
celebrating one another’s successes, lending support 
where they are needed, and many of  them still have 
firm roots in York Region, even serving as valued 
members of  the York Regional Police. 

My second formal encounter was in 2012 when she 
received her Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal for her 
work from Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown at the 
York Regional Offices. But, it is the third which sticks 
out most in my mind. 

It was 2013, and a steady stream of  people filed into 
the Rectory behind Trinity. They introduced themselves 
to the volunteers buzzing around the building, took 
their seats in the hallway, and these volunteers went 
from person to person making sure everyone was well 
taken care of. 

Some came in dire financial straits, some seeking 
advice, some for grocery vouchers to provide food for 
their children, and others simply looking for toiletries 
so they could make a good impression on a vitally 
important job interview. 

This was a typical Thursday in the life of  Welcoming 
Arms and it was clear to see that this was where 
Beverley was most at home, not seeking attention, but 
doing what she and the rest of  the volunteers simply 
believe is right. 

As I watched her receive her award on Monday 
night, I wondered what category she would fall in. She 
is evidently aware of  the impact she and her fellow 
volunteers have had on individuals, yet she is not one to 
shout it from the rooftops. 

Unless she is wearing her vivid pink cowgirl outfit 
promoting Welcoming Arms, and trying to move raffle 
tickets – which has become something of  a trademark 
since Welcoming Arms was selected as a community 
partner in Magna’s annual Wild West Hoedown – she 
does not try to draw attention to herself  or the work she 
does. She is, however, eager to share when asked. 

The pride she shares in this community is evident 
to everyone she meets and now, as she begins her 
reign as Aurora’s Citizen of  the Year 2014, let’s use the 
opportunity to reflect this pride onto her. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to 
letters@auroran.com.

Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Pink cowboy hats and boots aside… 

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor
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As members of  the downtown community, we were 
devastated to watch the fire at Aurora United Church on 
Friday, April 11. 

We were two “old neighbours”, with the church building 
dating to 1878, and the Aurora Public School opening in 1886. 
We have grieved their loss. 

As the smoke permeated the downtown that day and 
into the evening, we were obliged to postpone a scheduled 
concert, and grew concerned about the air quality within the 
Centre which had the potential to affect gallery art, theatre 
curtains, upholstered chairs, staff, volunteers and guests. 

We wish to acknowledge the speedy and professional 
response offered by Master Clean Contracting and Cleaning. 

They were on site on the Friday evening to assess the 
situation, and by early Saturday morning had a large 
number of  fans and filters stationed throughout Centre to 
mitigate the lingering smoke smell. Their work continued 
all weekend and, once the fans were removed, absolutely no 
residual smell remained. 

When we requested the invoice, Bill Hanlon of  Master 
Clean simply replied “No charge - it is our way of  helping.” 
We are grateful for their community support at a difficult 
time, and thank Master Clean Contracting and Cleaning for 
their incredible generosity.

Laura Schembri
Executive Director

Aurora Cultural Centre

Recently, over 200 volunteers from the communities 
of  Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, and Newmarket 
gathered to plant trees for Neighbourhood Network’s Spring 
Tree Planting day.

The Spring Tree Planting program is offered annually 
by Neighbourhood Network, in partnership with the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and the 
municipalities of  Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, and 
Newmarket. 

We are thrilled to announce that over the past five year, 
this program has succeeded in planting over 10,000 trees and 
shrubs in our communities!  

Neighbourhood Network will be hosting an additional 
Spring Tree Planting on Saturday, May 31st where volunteers 
from the Newmarket Stingrays Swim Club will spend the 
morning giving back. 

The success of  this program is only possible with 
the support of  our community residents. On behalf  of  
Neighbourhood Network, thank you to all those who helped 
us plant for our future! 

Steve Hinder
Neighbourhood Network

Successful Neighbourhood 
Network tree planting day 
spawns second session 
Saturday

Local business stepped up 
following fire

Congregant gives thanks to 
Hartman PS girls

(Re: Grade 4/5 students take colourful approach to 
rebuilding Aurora United Church, May 15)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you on 
behalf  of  the congregation of  Aurora United Church (AUC) 
for having a fund raiser to help rebuild our church.

You really made a difference in our community
 I attended AUC since I was four growing up on Tyler Street. 

I led and attended CGIT (Canadian Girls In Training (to be 
Christians)) Girls 12 – 17, a youth program, for 25 years and 
our purpose was to “Cherish Health, Seek Truth, Know God, 
Serve Others and thus become the girl that God would have 
me be.”  You certainly are serving others.

You don’t realize how many memories went up in smoke 
that day on April 11.

Donna Keffer
Aurora

Soldiers of the Home front
By Sam Routley

This essay by Grade 11 student 
Sam Routley won second place in the 
Secondary School category in the 
First Responders Day essay contest 
hosted by MPP Frank Klees.

June of  2011 brought us the death 
of  yet another first responder; 
like the solder in the battlefield, 
Constable Garrett Styles was killed 
trying to protect the safety of  
others. 

The incident occurred on 
Highway 48 with a pulled over 
vehicle. Upon reaching the van, 
Styles was shocked to realize the 
car was full of  youth, unlicensed 
before the wheel. He quickly 
reached into the car to take out 

the keys, but was instead dragged 
before being pinned underneath. 

This death of  a local hero 
reminds us of  the risks first 
responders take every day. 

Styles lost his life for the safety 
of  others. He knew what those 
drivers could very well do and to 
prevent it, reached into the car 
knowing what consequences it 
could bring. 

There are multiple other stories 
of  what first responders have done 
for us. From a personal accident to 
a rampant shooter, we are all kept 
safe and alive because of  our first 
responders. They are the ones to 
first arrive at the scene, going out 
of  their way to face the unknown. 

It is hard to imagine what could 

happen if  we did not have as high 
a quality of  first responders. For 
example, think of  the recent fire 
at Seven Stars Pub in Cambridge, 
at the Aurora United Church, or 
last year`s blaze at Huron Heights 
Secondary School. 

Without first responders, 
individuals in these buildings 
could have perished. Furthermore, 
the fires could have spread to 
neighboring structures, causing 
even more destruction.

In conclusion, first responders 
greatly affect our daily lives, 
making our province a safer place 
to be. That is why they should be 
appreciated, congratulated, and 
supported for what they do, for they 
are the soldiers of  the home front. 
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An event that occurred a couple of  
weeks back provided me with a nice 
family memory that will stay with me 
for the rest of  my life.

My ten-year-old son was playing in 
his first golf  tournament.

I had been occasionally taking Ryan 
to the golf  range over the years, but for 
some reason, last spring he became very 
interested in the sport and was joining 
me in watching the various PGA and 
LPGA events on the Golf  Channel.

Last summer we played the short 
course at Kettle Creek a number of  
times. Then, in August, he joined me on 
the big course for the first time when we 
teed it up at St. Andrew’s Valley.

Julie took a great picture of  Ryan and me on the first 
tee at St. Andrew’s, which I treasure.

Ryan has been playing with Julie and me a number of  
times and has joined me in playing with other adults, 
but he had never been in competition or played against 
his own age group.

I went on line last fall after I had heard about the 
Canadian Junior Golf  Association (CJGA), which is 
responsible for Junior Golf  in Canada and operates a 
number of  age specific tournaments across Canada.

After checking out their website, I enrolled Ryan as a 
member for the 2014 season.

There are sixteen tournaments across Ontario for the 
Junior Linksters Program, running every week from 
early May until the end of  September. Although there 
is one tournament in Windsor and in London, most of  
them are easily reachable from Aurora within an hour 
or so; hopefully Ryan can play in eight or so tourneys 
this year.

The CJGA has even introduced an Award of  Merit, 
which is a season-long-run based on the participants 
best finishes.

The CJGA divide the boys and girls into separate age 
categories. The courses are set up to match the age of  
the children. For instance, this past week the boys 9-10 
and 11-13 both played off  a 4,000 yard course but the 
par was 72 for the 9-10-year-olds and 65 for the older 
children.

Ryan wanted to play the first tournament at Rolling 
Hills, so I entered him. We showed up on the morning 
of  Sunday, May 4, not sure what to expect, other than 
knowing that Ryan had a 9.24 a.m. tee off  with two 
other children.

The set-up is just like a PGA tour 
event. The children keep track of  one 
of  their competitor’s score in addition 
to their own.

They are allowed to have caddies, but 
the caddies are not allowed on the tee 
boxes or on to the greens. 

Ryan, Julie and I had a great time that 
day. Ryan had a lot of  fun playing with 
and against two other children.

But my greatest memory was on the 
first tee. There are lots of  competitors 
and other parents standing around.

The Starter announced to everyone 
that this was the 9:24 a.m. pairing and 
then he introduced the other players one 

by one and they teed off. Then he said – “From Aurora, 
Ontario, Ryan Somerville,” and everyone in the small 
gathered crowd clapped. 

It was just like on the PGA Tour; one of  the officials 
held up the “QUIET” sign and Ryan addressed his ball, 
took a practice swing, a deep breath and then nailed a 
nice drive, just slightly off  to the right of  the fairway 
in the first cut of  rough and we were off.

Watching him do this and also seeing his smile as 
he handed me the club and walk down the fairway is 
something I will never forget.

I am not under any illusions that Ryan is going to the 
PGA Tour any time soon, but he really seems to enjoy 
the game the way that I do and I hope that this is the 
start of  a lifelong appreciation and enjoyment of  the 
game. 

And it is a game that our whole family enjoys and is 
playing together.

At the end of  the round, after he had shaken hands 
with his competitors and their respective mothers and 
fathers, just like on the Tour, he had to go to the Official 
Scoring Tent to sign his scorecard.

When he came out he said that he had a great time 
and then said “Dad, can I please play in the Oakville 
Tournament next week?”

We are headed to Oakville.
If  your son or daughter likes the game of  golf  and 

would like to compete against others, irrespective of  
their level of  play, then you should check out the CJGA 
website.

Stephen can be contacted at  
stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Canadian Junior Golf Association 

WEEKLY
AURORAN POLL

Go to    www.theauroran.com to vote!
Results will be tabulated Tuesday at 12 noon.
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FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

Frank Klees
MPP Newmarket-Aurora

On the afternoon of  May 2, 2014, the Premier 
called on the Lieutenant Governor to dissolve 
the Parliament of  Ontario. The implications of  
that decision were far reaching.

Members of  Provincial Parliament were 
immediately stripped of  their title and authority. 
After 19 years as an MPP, my role as an advocate 
and lawmaker had come to a sudden end.

That Friday morning, however, was typical. 
It was Constituency Day and my schedule was 
filled with the 30-minute meetings that were 
always unpredictable. New files would be opened 
and constituents would sign the mandatory 
release forms that would authorize me and my 
staff  to intervene on their behalf  with government ministries, 
agencies and any other organizations involved in their issue.

My 10:30 meeting with my constituent would turn out to be 
the last such meeting and the last file of  my political career.

I will never forget that meeting. It began typically enough 
with my constituent placing files and papers on the board 
table in front of  me that would tell some of  the story. The most 
recognizable document was one that had caught my eye as I 
was reviewing my media scan a few days before. 

The bold headline read, “List price $250K ---- with catch”, 
followed by the line... “wTown selling occupied house to collect 
past-due taxes”. Below the headline was a colour picture of  
a two-story residential home, noting its Aurora address and 
letting us know that this house was for sale by the Town of  
Aurora for $241,231.06 in unpaid taxes.

With tears flowing, a very distraught woman pointed to the 
newspaper and in a barley-discernible voice managed to say...” 
This is me. I don’t know what to do. I’m desperate”.

“Are you living in that house?” I asked. The answer was, 
“Yes, and I’m afraid because ever since this article, I have 
people driving by and walking around the house and ringing 
the doorbell.”

Regardless of  what the back story is to this, I thought how 
does an already desperate woman - clearly in distress over her 
personal and financial tribulations - cope with what can only be 
termed as a public shaming on top of  an impending eviction? 

I had many questions about how things got to this point. 
With each answer I became more concerned that things were 
about to go from bad to worse.

As I continued to listen, I realized that even her last desperate 
attempt to hold on to her home was setting her up for a final fall. 
Greed had found out about her plight and was banging at her 
door.

Among the papers in front of  me was an offer from a so-
called ‘mortgage broker’ who had come to her rescue. This 

unscrupulous predator had convinced a 
desperate woman to place a $250,000 First 
Mortgage on her home at an exorbitant 
interest rate, excessive fees and terms that 
would ensure that she lost her home within 
months.

Where is the common decency and 
civility that we could all count on to guide 
our conversations and our daily decisions 
- whether in our personal interactions or in 
the public square?

I assured my constituent that there was a 
way to deal with this and that I was confident 
I knew who could help. 

Over the years, I have come into contact with many 
businesses in all sectors of  the economy. One of  the financial 
services organizations I have come to respect highly is Pace 
Savings and Credit Union, who under the leadership of  its CEO, 
Larry Smith of  Aurora, has fostered an unparalleled culture 
of  ethical business practices and respect for their customers. I 
knew I count on them to once again do the right thing.

Time has run out for me...I was no longer the MPP
By the time I connected with Larry Smith, the Legislature 

had already been dissolved. I advised him that technically I had 
no authority to continue dealing with this file, but this woman 
was desperate and needed help. I explained that this was not an 
appeal for charity - just a fair assessment of  the facts and an 
ethical solution.

Timing was of  the essence. The Town’s deadline for the 
forced sale of  the home was that Wednesday. Larry agreed 
to meet with me and the constituent on Sunday morning. By 
Wednesday morning, Pace Savings and Credit Union had put in 
place the financial arrangements that allowed my constituent 
to keep her home under terms she can afford. 

A call for common decency and civility
This last file has left an indelible impression on me. There 

were two ways in which those in a position of  control could 
respond to the circumstances of  the case. One was to allow 
greed to have its way and take advantage of  a vulnerable 
human being’s circumstances for personal gain. The other was 
to do the right thing and allow common decency and civility to 
prevail. 

We face those choices every day. I want to express my sincere 
gratitude to CEO Larry Smith and Pace Savings and Credit 
Union for making my last file a testament to all that is good 
about our province and its people.

www.frankklees.com

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

The Last File: Uncommon Decency and Civility

 Leaders we deserve
This is a short one this week folks, as I 

have been on vacation.  
Besides, I admit I am at a bit of  a loss 

as to what to say about the shenanigans 
of  our fearless leaders – be they locally, 
provincially or federally. Unseemly spats 
with Supreme Court Justices, warring 
provincial leaders seeing whose arm is 
strong enough to fling the most mud, and a 
Mayor that is “in” rehab, if  one accepts his 
Clintonian concept of  the word “in”.

It’s difficult to remain positive or at least 
constructive under the circumstances.  
The political scene is in such a state of  
flux it’s difficult to speak about anything 
of  substance – not that any of  our political 
wannabes would speak of  substance.

Good heavens no.
Sound bites and messaging, that’s 

what’s proffered to the populace.
Despite active campaigns at all levels 

of  government (federal by-elections, 
provincial elections and municipal 
elections) the voters are simply not 
engaged.  Don’t believe me? Take a ride on 
public transit and ask 10 random people to 
name their local candidates.  

I guarantee you that at least seven won’t 
know who their candidates are, four won’t 
know who the leaders are, and three won’t 
even know there’s an election on, let alone 
the fact that there are three.

Why? Because the average voter is 
turned off.  

They see all politicians as cut from the 
same cloth.

Liars. Prevaricators. Opportunistic 
frauds. It’s very sad, but very true. 

No one even bothers to vote anymore, 
which simply exacerbates the problem.   
Average voter turnouts are less than 40%. 
There’s lots of  hand wringing over the need 
for “get out the vote” type of  activities. And 
they are worthwhile initiatives. Our voter 
turnouts are a disgrace. 

But the reality of  politics negates those 
efforts.

The reality is that politics today is 
reduced to an endless stream of  nasty 
television spots meant to cast the “other 
guy” in as negative a light as possible.  
Misleading adverts that gloss over failings 
and burnish “accomplishments” to an 
unnatural sheen.  

Rumour-mongering to out-scandalize 
the scandal-wear, and folks that print 
outright lies, in an effort to get your vote – 
or at least get you NOT to vote for the other 
guy. It’s all so tiresome, so predictable and 
so utterly futile.

If  you denote a tone of  frustration, 
you’re indeed perceptive.

I am frustrated. And fed up.  
I am frustrated that regardless of  the 

level of  government, what we’ve got is not 
the best we’ve got – it’s all we’ve got.

And that’s not enough.
We deserve more.
I want straight shooters. I want honest 

people. I want leaders that tell us the truth, 
not couch everything they say in careful 
focus-group approved language designed 
to say nothing at all.  

It’s poisoned pablum they’re feeding us.
Our community – local and writ large – 

is in need of  leaders, not politicians.
Not people who want office for the 

trappings, the status, the power. Not people 
who want office to settle scores – real or 
imagined.

Our community wants – in fact, deserves 
– leaders who understand that to lead is to 
serve.

I hope that on June 12, October 27 and 
Fall 2015 – we get the leaders we desperately 
need. It’s up to all of  us to make sure that 
happens.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is, after all, Our 
Town.

a)      Canadians’ Choice
b)      Green
c)      Liberal
d)      NDP
e)      Progressive Conservative

If  the provincial election  
were held this week,  

which party would get your vote?

Students, teach-
ers and volunteers 
at Aurora Senior 
Public School and 
George Street 
Public School are 
putting the finish-
ing touches this 
week on their an-
nual spring fair. 
The schools join 
forces for a day 
of fun this Satur-
day, May 31, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Auroran photo  
by David Falconer
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Spring brings a whirlwind of  activity to communities, and 
Aurora is no exception. After a protracted winter, it’s nice 
to get out and participate in the many events taking place 
around Town.

I had the privilege of  acting as Master of  Ceremonies 
at our annual Community Recognition and Citizen of  the 
Year Awards event, which took place at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre on Monday, May 26. This ceremony, which combined 
the previously separate events, acknowledged and celebrated 
outstanding contributions by volunteers and civic-minded 
residents.

We had a full-house for this year’s event, and I would like 
to thank all our Community Recognition Award recipients 
and 2014 Citizen of  the Year, Beverley Wood for their selfless 
service to our community. Your efforts make Aurora an even 
better place to live, work and play.

I hope you have the opportunity to participate in the 
exciting activities in June. The annual Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce Street Festival takes place on Sunday, June 1, 
which showcases the many goods and services offered by our 
merchants. Please feel free to stop by the Town’s booth for 
information on municipal programs and services.

I am very excited about the arrival of  Prince Andrew, 
Duke of  York, on Thursday, June 5. The Colonel in Chief  of  
Aurora’s Queens York Rangers will be commemorating new 
battle honours received by the regiment and unveil a new 
plaque for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park.

On June 6 and 7, I will be participating again in the 
Canadian Cancer Society Relay for Life, just off  Wellington 
Street East on Magna Drive. This is a great event in support 
of  a very worthy cause. If  you can’t participate, please 
consider a donation.  

On a sad note, it was with disgust I learned that people 
are fraudulently going door-to-door asking for donations in 
support of  Aurora United Church. Please be aware that the 
church is NOT soliciting funds by going door-to-door. Those 
interested in assisting the rebuilding efforts can make a 
donation at the BMO Bank branch located at 15252 Yonge 
Street. The account is “Aurora United Church Rebuilding 
Fund,” number 0303-8976-766.

On a positive note, in the wake of  the Aurora United 
Church fire, the congregation has forged new ties with 
Trinity Anglican Church, which has provided space for a 
Sunday church service at 11 a.m. As a special thanks, both 
congregations will be hosting a combined service in Town 
Park on Sunday, June 15. All are welcome. 

With a provincial election only two weeks away, I 
encourage all eligible voters to exercise their democratic 
rights, have their voices heard and vote on Thursday, June 
12. This election will determine a new representative for 
the riding of  Newmarket-Aurora, with veteran MPP Frank 
Klees retiring at the end of  this term.

I would like to wish all the candidates good luck on 
election night, and send thanks once more to Frank Klees for 
his service. For twenty years, Frank has been a strong voice 
at Queen’s Park, staunchly advocating for the interests of  his 
constituents and adding thoughtful insight and commentary 
to public policy matters. All the best for a well-deserved 
break, Frank!

As a final note, I would like to invite everyone to participate 
in our upcoming Canada Day celebrations. Festivities kick-
off  on Monday, June 30 with Celebrate Aurora – Dance in the 
Park at Town Park, followed by our Canada Day parade and 
celebrations at Lambert Willson Park on Tuesday, July 1. 
Be sure the check out the live entertainment, fireworks and 
finals of  Aurora Teen Idol.

 
See you there!

Deck, Fence and Landscaping EventOutdoor Fix-Up

SAVE 15%

LET’S DO THIS.

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
BURPEE® Herb and Vegetable  
• 6" pot While quantities last.
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EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
In‑Stock/Special Order PEAK RailBlazers® 6' Narrow 
Picket Aluminum Railing • 42"H • Unique slide‑in picket 
spacer for a clean fnished look • also available in Black 

NOW
$2538

per lin. ft.‡‡

WAS $26.57

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
VALESTONE HARDSCAPES™ 16 x 16 
Genesis Slab • Range Grey (1000785995)

$549

16" x 24" (1000786034) $7.99 each

$2198
WAS $25.99

Silverleaf Dogwood  
• #2 pot (1000151865)

Mature trees and shrubs shown.

$1487

VIGORO® Triple Mix 
• 28L (1000683911)

While quantities last.

$299

Hickory Handscraped Laminate Flooring  
• 30‑year triple warranty against staining, fading 

and wear (1000661756) Sold by the case (16.57 sq. ft./case). 

While quantities last.

In‑Stock Honey Ash Laminate 
Flooring • 35‑year warranty (1000743478) 

Sold by the case (12.06 sq. ft./case). WAS $1.77

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
BRINKMANN® Propane Gas BBQ 
with Rotisserie Burner 
• 727 sq. in. of total cooking area 
(1000787786) While quantities last.

$279

Zero Gravity Lounger  
(1000668729) While quantities last.

$39
Premium Folding  
Adirondack Chair 
• Red (1000665058) While quantities last.

$159

Charcoal Grey
(1000757845)

Blue
(1000665097)

 Brown
(1000757844)

2‑Pack Roman Bronze 
Solar LED Lantern • Rechargeable 
and replaceable battery included  
(1000779513) While quantities last.

$4999

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
VIGORO® Planter • 13‑1/2" pot  
While quantities last.

VIGORO® All‑Purpose 
Potting Mix • 28L (1000683913) 

While quantities last.

$299

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot
LAWN BOY® 149cc 21" Push Gas Lawn 
Mower • 6.5GT Kohler OHV engine 
(1000728546)

NOW
$279WAS $329

EXCLUSIVE to 
The Home Depot
HOMELITE® 26cc 17" 
Curved‑Shaft Gas Trimmer 
• Powerful 2‑cycle engine 
(1000665077)

NOW
$7497

RIDGID® 53L/14gal. Wet/Dry Vacuum with 
Bonus Auto Detail Kit • Powerful 6.0 Peak HP 
motor (1000770129) While quantities last.

$129
2‑Piece MILWAUKEE® M18™ Compact Drill 
and Impact Driver Kit • Includes 2 battery 
packs, charger and bag (1000535182)

NOW
$199WAS $249

LATEX‑ITE® Runway Formula™ Driveway 
Sealer • 17.9L • Squeegee applied (1000712431)

NOW
$2264

each

WAS $25.16

WAS $89.98

WAS $4.99

2 for
$3499

3 for
$997

SAVE 40%

1" x 5‑1/4" x 12' Grooved 

Deckboard (1000789592) NOW $28.20 WAS $32.29each/

WAS $3.99

EXCLUSIVE to The Home Depot 
In‑Stock/Special Order VERANDA® High‑Performance 
Capped Composite Decking;

NOW
$235

WAS $2.69

Your Choice

$165
per sq. ft.

SAVE 25%

Emerald Cedar 

• 5gal. • Container 

grown (1000159508) 

While quantities last.

per lin. ft.

WAS $3.99

ULTIMATE 
FLOORING

HURRY IN! WHIle qUaNtItIes last!  
See page 8 for more selection.

EVENT

u �Valid Thursday, May 29 to 
Wednesday, June 4, 2014,  
unless otherwise noted.

FIND MORE
at homedepot.ca

2 WEEKS ONLY Thursday, May 29 to Wednesday, June 11, 2014

*†Conditions and limitations apply. See page 11 for details.

18MONTHSNO INTEREST*

IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN

Special DECK, FENCE AND LANDSCAPING  
Financing Available

LET’S DO GREAT GIFTS.>

fatHeR’s daY savings
FATHER’S DAY IS SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 2014

40,000 gift ideas wrapped up into one! available in $5 to $2,000 denominations

‡‡Linear foot pricing is based on a 6' section. Post caps sold separately.

t�Based on 4" x 4" patties calculated 
on primary grilling surface.

40,000

BTUs

32

Burger Countt

4
Burners

2 YR
Warranty

2 YR
Warranty

}   BONUS
auto detail kit 
($49.99 value)

}   BONUS
BBQ cover

12MM +  
attacHed 
2MM Pad

12MM +  
attacHed 
2MM Pad

20 YR
Limited 

residential
warranty

by mail‑in or online rebate  

when you purchase  

any 3.78L ThoMpSon’S® 

WaTerSeaL® STain 

or Wood proTeCTor

Buy 1 can (3.78L) and receive

$7
‡

THIS WEEK ONLY
Thursday, May 29 to Wednesday, June 4, 2014

‡Off our regular prices. 

 See page 11 for more details.

25 YR
Limited

fade and 
stain

warranty

25 YR
Limited

structural
warranty

15360 BAYVIEW AVENUE, AURORA, ONTARIO 905-726-4500

Tickets
$30 Adult | $25 Senior (60+) / Student (18 and under)

Doors open at 7:30 pm | Concert at 8 pm 
Series generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert KRAFT
Building fully accessible – enter by north doors

2014

May 30   8 pm

JANE COOP   piano 

Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin & Rachmaninoff

For tickets, call 905 713-1818, or drop by the Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1G4 

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca   info@auroraculturalcentre.ca   905 713-1818

Enjoying a dazzling concert series featuring internationally acclaimed 
performers in the intimate salon setting of Brevik Hall.

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT

NOW
ON
TAP

15570 Yonge Street,
Aurora

905.727.2337
HOURS:

11am to 1am, 7 days a week

May 30
& 31

Featuring

If you love the blues 
ZZ’s way, then you 

will love them!

Tres Hombres
9:00 p.m.

905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

Vanessa

"Looking for a great service
at a great price? 

Visit the talented staff  at 

CQ Hair Studio!"
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com

War Memorial fund shines light on legal,  
“moral” responsibility for maintenance

By Brock Weir

Renovations might be complete, money might 
be spent, and many Aurorans take pride in the 
result, but the $3,500 left over from efforts to restore 
Aurora’s Cenotaph will remain in place despite a 
recommendation to close the account. 

Dan Elliott, Treasurer for the Town of  Aurora, 
made the recommendation to roll the remaining 
funds into the overall Parks and Recreation Reserves 
last week, but Councillors voted against the move, 
citing Aurora’s shared interest in the monument 
with the people of  King Township and Whitchurch-
Stouffville. 

The landmark tower standing on Yonge Street 
between Edward Street and Allaura Boulevard 
was dedicated in 1925 by Sir William Mulock to 
commemorate the men from all three municipalities 
who died in the First World War. 

A subsequent memorial, the Altar of  Sacrifice, 
was dedicated over 30 years later as a memorial to 
those who gave their lives for King and Country in 
the Second World War. 

The remaining $3,500 in the War Memorial Reserve 
stems from renovations carried out at the monument 
over the last decade. 

“The account has a remaining balance 
[and] no ongoing source of  funding,” said 
Mr. Elliott, recommending it be turned 
over to the Parks Operations department 
tasked with maintaining the site.  
That wasn’t always their task. Until 
relatively recently in the monument’s 
history, that work was carried out by 
members of  a special board tasked with 
looking after the site. When that board 
became aged, the task was then left to 
others. The question then remained 
on where the buck ultimately lay on 
maintaining the 
site. 

“My research 
suggests that 
although it is 
considered to be a 
multi-municipal 
site, the last time 
we were going to 
undergo a major 
restoration, we 
attempted to seek 
funding from 
the other two 
municipalities,” 
said Mr. Elliott, 
responding to 
questions on 
any existing 
a g r e e m e n t s 
between the three 
from Councillor 
John Gallo. “Only 
one of  them came 
forward with 
funding. There 
is no subsisting 
agreement with 
respect to these 
facilities, so it 
is sort of  an ad-
hoc facility. Since 
Parks looks after 
this, it is in our 
m u n i c i p a l i t y, 
and at this point 
there is no view to 
any major future 

restoration in the short or medium term, [it is 
recommended the fund be closed].”

As far as short and medium term horizons go, this 
means it is not likely to be up for refurbishment for at 
least another 10 years.

“Perhaps if  there was a special project for a 
restoration if  it were to get struck by lightning or 
something of  that nature, perhaps we would reach 
out again to the other municipalities and see some 
participation at that time.”

Although there is a relative paltry figure left in the 
account, Councillor Evelyn Buck argued in favour of  
keeping it open and linked to the monument. 

“I am not sure [closing it] is the right thing to 
do because of  the shared responsibility with King 
and Whitchurch-Stouffville,” she said. “The War 
Memorial is for the men who fell in our area at that 
time. Their names are on the Cenotaph and if  there 
is not a legal agreement, there is certainly a moral 
responsibility for them to share. 

“Since that circumstance [the War Memorial 
Board was disbanded]. It remains the same. It is 
still the memorial for the men who fell in the three 
municipalities. I would like to keep that as a separate 
fund to maintain the joint responsibility of  the three 
municipalities for maintaining the memorial.”

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

An exciting spring!
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Lenses and much more!

*

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

 

 

Aurora 
June 6-7 

Magna International 

Calling all Cancer Fighters –  
We need your support.  

Register today! 
   (905) 830-0447 ext. 3833 

Relay For Life  

Imagine thirty to 
forty years ago if  you 
were told that lasers 
would replace scalpels in 
surgery or that robotic 
instruments would 
build cars; you may not 
have believed it. By the 
same token, would you 
believe that chiropractic 
treatments could be 
performed using a 
special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
e n g i n e e r i n g 
technologies have been 
able to uniquely blend 
with chiropractic in 
order to both analyze 
and treat the human 
body in such a way that 
was never before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-
art technology in existence today, and the 
only one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with 
ease and comfort. Many patients say that 
it’s like getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not 
cost you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret 
to the Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced 
piezoelictric sensor that is able to detect 
the slightest amount of  restriction in a 
joint and then deliver an extremely precise 
adjustment.” He says that  “Even though 
traditional forms of  adjusting also work, 
people are drawn to this new technique 
because of  how gentle it is and does not 
involve any twisting, especially in the 

neck. Many people love 
getting adjusted with 
traditional manual 
techniques, all of  
which are safe and 
effective. But there 
are a large number of  
people who never get to 
experience the amazing 
benefits of  chiropractic 
because they are scared 
to have their spines 
adjusted in that way,” 
says Dr. Eastman. Now, 
there is no longer a 
reason to be leary. The 
ProAdjuster is perfect 
for anyone who has 
been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to 
be able to experience 
these same benefits and 
if  you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 

the answer you’ve been looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/SEMG that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call our office today 
and book for only $35, regularly $125 and 
receive the FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help.

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available 

in Richmond Hill

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjuster to ana-
lyze a patient’s spine and pin-point areas 
of nerve impingement syndrome caus-
ing malfunction and pain. 

Advertorial

Clear Bag waste program faces the trash can at Council this week
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s controversial “clear bag” 
program could be tossed into the bin 
this week, at least until next year. 

Councillors considered a 
recommendation from municipal staff  
last week to bring the “clear bag” 
program back for consideration by the 
next Council in January for a proposed 
launch that April. 

This recommendation, however, 
reached an impasse at last week’s 
General Committee meeting, 
ultimately failing on a tie vote. 

This inaction is expected to be 
ratified by Council this week. 

Speaking against the motion, 
Councillor Michael Thompson 
questioned the “scaled-back” nature 
of  the program.

When the clear bag initiative was 
first floated last year, it proposed a six-
month “soft launch” of  a program to 
have all Aurora residents switch over 
to clear garbage bags rather than the 
traditional black and green sacks. This 
would, they argued, allow not only 
residents to get used to the program, 
but also afford retailers a chance to get 
up to speed and be fully stocked with 
the new required bags. 

Delays at the Council table, however, 
made these previously floated 
timelines unworkable.

“In both proposals we were 
anticipating having retailers who 
stocked up before the launch of  either 
program and that would be in the two 
or three months prior to the actual 
soft launch,” said Ilmar Simanovskis, 
Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure 
and Environmental Services, last 
week. “The shorter duration for the 
soft launch and the hard launch for 
the new program is to allow us to 
bring it in to work around the summer 
schedule.”

Councillor Thompson, however, said 
he did not think getting retailers ready 
for this by September, well before the 
actual launch, would be a realistic goal 
and questioned what the ultimate cost 
such a program would be for residents. 

The intent of  the clear bag program 
is to ensure household waste ends up 
in the proper channels. Paint cans and 
batteries have often been cited as some 
of  the main culprits that need to be 
deflected out of  the main channels, and 
clear bags would provide a collectors 

a window into ensuring things end up 
where they are supposed to go. 

“You say there are no direct costs 
related to the approval of  the program 
and yet in our discussions you 
indicated that while this will reduce 
our [waste] tonnage, it may increase 
our recycling costs…and we would see 
a rise in our recycling costs because of  
it,” said Councillor Thompson. 

According to Mr. Simanovsis, 
the entire program is dedicated to 
increasing Aurora’s Diversion rates. 
Current contracts with Green For Life 
peg the costs of  handling recyclables as 
higher than garbage. At this point, the 
actual cost of  switching over remains 
hypothetical.

“What we would do is monitor the 
results of  any change in our program 
to see what those costs would be,” 
said Mr. Simanovskis. “Our costs are 
actually trending lower than budget 
based on the removal of  glass, some 
of  the heavier materials, less paper 
and plastics. Another unknown in 
this program is the hidden waste of  
their materials, such as yard waste, 
that can’t be collected in the leaf  bag 
program, but that is often hidden in 
the black bags. That material was 
found [in Markham] to reduce their 
overall tonnage. We potentially have a 
cost-savings on the waste side if  those 
tonnage reductions are significant. I 
think the focus on the whole program 
is to increase or encourage an increase 
in recycling and that is the primary 
objective of  that.”

Nevertheless, the majority of  
Council would not get on board with 
the clear bag program. Continuing 
his opposition, Councillor Thompson 
recalled a recent trip to Markham 
with Councillor John Abel to get some 
firsthand knowledge on how the city 
successfully implemented the clear 
bag initiative. 

A key component of  their plan, 
he said, was clearly outlining the 
“rationale and ideology”, as well as 
the benefits, of  going clear to their 
respective residents, but Aurora is not 
yet at that point. 

“I don’t feel there is a compelling 
argument to bring this forward and 
impose it upon all the residents,” 
concluded Councillor Thompson. “I 
have heard nothing but concern and 
objection to it. I think if  we are going 
to bring the program forward, or even 

allude to bringing a program forward, 
those compelling arguments need to 
come out with a rationale behind it.” 

Councillor Abel added they were 
told during their trip Markham 
residents originally displayed “strong 
resistance” to going clear, but an 
education campaign turned them 
around. 

In response, Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
proposed moving forward with a 
marketing plan for clear bags outlining 
how to move 
forward with an 
eye on a launch 
in six months, 
but although 
seconded, it did 
not get far off  the 
table. 

Others objected 
to making a 
decision on clear 
bags this late in 
the game with the 
2014 Municipal 
Election looming 

and a new Council set to take office by 
December.

“I wholeheartedly agree with [the 
clear bag] concept, but my only hiccup 
is a potentially new Council,” said 
Councillor John Gallo. “My preference 
is always to allow new Councils to 
find their way and not necessarily 
impose these types of  things. I prefer 
it on a pending list and once they are 
there, figure out what they want to do  
with it.”
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Join us 
in our large bright 
open concept spa!

Conveniently located 
on Yonge Street 

with ample parking 
for your clients. 

 
 

 

STYLIST CHAIR/AESTHETIC 
 

  ROOM FOR RENT

 

 
  

905.841.3200

14799 Yonge Street, Aurora | 905.841.3200 | info@champagnebeautybar.com

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

...THE EDUCATION GAINS
I HAVE SEEN IN ONTARIO
ARE ASTOUNDING.”*

CONSIDER THAT 
WHEN YOU VOTE.
Speak for Children.ca

Authorized by the CFO of OECTA. Photo by Sugino Studio. 

Speak for children here:

“

TOBI | Grade 12

* –Andreas Schleicher, OECD
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that window closing last Tuesday, both sides filled 
the Council chambers to hear their decision and 
the cheers that rang out with the Committee’s vote 
indicated the vast support from those in attendance. 

Last week, Councillor Evelyn Buck was first to 
speak out against the HCD plan. Noting her opposition 
to it from the get go, she said she “wholeheartedly” 
supported residents in their opposition to going 
forward with the second phase of  the HCD study. 

“From the perspective of  the municipality, [it is] of  
no benefit to the Town to carry out this study,” said 
Councillor Buck. “There has never been a business 
plan presented to suggest where the benefits would 
be to the municipality. There was nothing more than 
a request at the time by three or four residents who 
came here to ask that the quadrant be designated.”

She also praised the residents in opposition 
for coming forward with well-prepared and well-
researched arguments outlining their position. 
These, she said, provided a learning experience for 
all members of  Council. 

One thing which was not as well prepared was 
communication by Town Hall with the residents 
directly impacted by a proposed HCD, argued 
Councillor John Gallo. 

In making his decision, he said he weighed two 
main factors. The first was the “importance of  
governments imposing these types of  things on 
properties” as well as where Aurora might be in the 
future with redevelopment and the issue of  “monster 
homes”, which was one of  the concerns proponents 
of  the HCD plan brought forward.

“We are at build-out once 2C is built out,” said 
Councillor Gallo. “Clearly there is going to be a lot 
of  pressure to infill and these types of  areas might 
be susceptible to that and developers maybe [do not] 
feel there is an economic benefit to redeveloping 
properties with [these] guidelines. I am trying to 
balance these things and, in the middle of  that, clearly 
there are homeowners.

“The way I gauged it was if  we didn’t have this 
opposition, would we be here right now, or would we 
have plowed through this and it wouldn’t have been 
an issue? Clearly, if  the chambers weren’t full and the 
emails weren’t there, people weren’t telling us they 
don’t want this [we might have] plowed through this 
no different than we did in the northeast quadrant. 
Maybe they were less organized, maybe they grasped 
it better, or maybe they wanted it and we went ahead 
with it.”

Looking over Heritage Conservation Districts 
elsewhere was a key factor in Councillor Michael 

Thompson voting against proceeding with the HCD, 
he said. For him, a community buy-in on the plan was 
essential and it just wasn’t there.

“Everywhere I have read with regards to 
provincial guidelines and heritage districts, they all 
speak to the same thing that for a Heritage District 
to be successful, you need widespread support,” 
said Councillor Thompson. “Reports from other 
municipalities use words like ‘enthusiastic support’ 
or ‘overwhelming support’ and while we do 
not have a litmus test to gauge whether or not 
residents want a heritage district, it is quite 
obvious that language [elsewhere] is not here 
in ours at this point in time.

“We don’t have overwhelming support, it is 
not enthusiastic, widespread or substantial. 
There is division and I think that is a large 
cause for concern for us, even going back to 
the Heritage Consultant’s report.”

Speaking near the start of  the evening were 
Councillors Sandra Humfryes and John Abel 
Both Councillors sit on Aurora’s Heritage 
Advisory Committee and have been vocal 
proponents of  moving the plan forward, at 
least to its Phase 2 stage. While they ultimately 
decided to go with the majority of  the room 
last week, they still said there would have been 
some value, at the end of  the day, to proceed to 
the next level and perform further community 
consultation at that point. 

“This was an initiative that was brought 
forward and something that was wanted to 
be done,” said Councillor Humfryes on the 
development of  the plan until that point. “I 
was surprised getting the email concerns, and 
there were a lot of  them. I also received a lot of  
support of  the initiative, so it is a very difficult 
situation for us here. This was supposed to be a 
positive [initiative] and from the bottom of  my 
heart, I apologise to what has happened in the 
neighbourhood [with] residents upset by it and 
upset with each other.”

Added Councillor Abel: “The idea was 
conservation would foster community 
revitalization, it would encourage tourism, 
it would enhance property values, create 
jobs, develop skills, foster a sense of  place, 
encouraging a distinct and attractive area for 
residents, workers and visitors. The plan calls 
for an overwhelming majority to be in support 
for it to go forward. It is apparent that that 
does not exist. 

“I would say I would 

support the majority of  people and those who have 
spoken. I would like to see the study. It speaks to our 
Cultural Master Plan, our Promenade Study, our 
Official Plan, Strategic Plan, and this is a study I would 
like to add to the resources we have in our Town. I am 
not here to make hardships. I am only here at the will 
of  the majority of  residents and if  they say they don’t 
want it, I have no problem with that. I think it is very 
valuable information we will learn.”

From page 1

Residents praised for speaking out on Heritage District

Pirri hopes to be a local voice at 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities

By Brock Weir

The Federation of  Canadian 
Municipalities, the national body 
which speaks up on behalf  of  Canada’s 
municipalities at the Federal level, is 
meeting this week and, if  Aurora has 
its way, Councillor Paul Pirri will be 
their voice at the table. 

Council recently endorsed a motion 
from Mayor Geoffrey Dawe backing 
Councillor Pirri’s nomination to 
the Federation (FCM) board. If  duly 
appointed, Councillor Pirri says he 
sees this both as an opportunity to 
advocate and learn.

“I believe very strongly in what 
the FCM does,” says Councillor Pirri. 
“From a provincial standpoint, there 
is a ministry that is a direct link to 
the municipalities. There is a minister 
we can approach with any problems 
or concerns and there is a direct and 
identifiable link. When it comes to 
the Federal government, there is not. 

From an organizational standpoint, 
having one organization that leads 
interactions with the Federal 
Government I think is important and 
I would be honoured to serve on that 
board.

“The FCM board and organization 
as a whole was a very strong advocate 
for a fair portion of  the gas tax going 
back to municipalities and over the 
last few years, Aurora has received 
about $1.4 million a year in transfers 
through that work. We saw a report 
within the last month showing that 
those numbers are going to go upwards 
of  1.5 million and continue that way a 
little bit per year. For me, that is one 
huge benefit that the FCM organization 
has advocated for over the years.”

The conference begins Friday in 
Niagara Falls. If  Councillor Pirri is 
appointed, Aurora Council has set 
an upset funding limit of  $8,000 for 
conferences and other costs associated 
with the term.
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19794 Hwy 48, Mount Albert  

Bring your Family & Friends for  

A Day at Camp!!! 
10 am to 2 pm 

Check out our  
Website for Details. 

www.summeradventurecamp.ca 
905-841-1314 ext. 26 

 

Camp offers 
 

Swimming Boating
Fishing Archery 
Farm Club  Nature Nuts  

& so much more…  

For Ages 5 to 12yrs 
 

Busing Available 
Or Drop off at Camp  

Regimental colours, Prince’s visit are significant for 
Rangers, according to Honorary Colonel

By Brock Weir

Darrell Bricker says with a degree 
of  pride that he doesn’t do anything in 
“half-measures.”

Indeed, doing anything by a half-
measure would not sit well with the 
pollster, who is the Global CEO of  Ipsos 
Public Affairs. In addition to being an 
author, and one of  the media’s go-to guys 
for insightful political commentary, 
he also has an additional role in being 
honourary colonel of  Aurora’s regiment, 
the Queen’s York Rangers.

“I grew up in the military,” he says, 
noting that with his father in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, he lived on bases 
until the age of  15 and was active within 
cadet programs.

This instilled in him an interest in 
Canada’s military and, in particular, the 
work of  reservists in their community. 
The more he learned about reservists like the 
Queen’s York Rangers (QYR), the more impressed he 
became with their dedication to serve their country. 

“I realised if  there was something I was going to 
put my shoulder to the wheel on, this is something 
I could really get behind,” he says. “I never do 
anything in half-measures. I had never heard of  what 
an Honourary Colonel was, but when people started 
to discuss the idea with me – given I have always had 
a passion for the military but never had a chance to 
serve – it just struck me as an opportunity that was 
unique to provide something back to an institution, 
and the service of  an institution I regard so highly. 

“The reason I am doing it is because it really does 
represent what I think is the epitome of  community 
service from these soldiers and they deserve our 
support.” 

Mr. Bricker was appointed to the position for a 
six-year term in 2010. 

As Honorary Colonel, he is very much looking 
forward to welcoming their Colonel-in-Chief, the 
Duke of  York, to celebrations in the Aurora and 
Toronto areas on June 5 to recognize what are now 
five new battle honours for the QYR.

“This is the first time the Regiment has received 
any battle honours since the First World War, so it 
is a century in the making, and two centuries when 
you go back to the four honours the Regiment is 
receiving for their service in the War of  1812. Rolling 
it forward, we are now receiving a fifth battle honour 
along with a whole series of  other regiments in 
Canada for serving in Afghanistan.

“It is really important because it shows the 
consistent service to the nation, going back almost to 
our founding, to today, and this concept of  the citizen 
soldier being at the heart of  who the regiment is.”

Bricker defines his role fourfold. First, there are 
the ceremonial duties. The second is assisting the 
regiment with fundraising activities to make sure 

soldiers are taken care of  in ways that go beyond 
the Department of  National Defence. There is 
community outreach in underscoring the fact those 
serving in the Regiment could be our neighbours 
and really educating people on what reservists do. 
The fourth is simply “being there for the soldiers.”

“Sometimes it might be sitting down and talking 
with them about their civilian careers,” says 
Mr. Bricker. “Sometimes they need a little bit of  
assistance at one point or another in their personal 
lives, and it is a matter of  being there to help them. 
It is part of  the support team for the Regiment.”

Since he became involved with the Regiment near 
the end of  their involvement in the Afghan conflict, 
Mr. Bricker says he has been “really pleasantly 
impressed” with the degree of  community support 
the Regiment has throughout York Region.

“I don’t think people really understood the level 
of  service commitment that come from Reservists. 

“Thankfully, we haven’t had any physical 
casualties in the Rangers, but I think there is a real 
appreciation for what the Military does and their 
service that the Rangers do 
provide. The thing is what 
happened to a large degree 
is people felt there was 
this regular force aspect to 
this, that it was full-time 
soldiers that were putting 
themselves in harm’s way 
and would, unfortunately, 
be coming down the 
Highway of  Heroes, was 
thought of  as something 
distant. They didn’t realise 
these people who were 
also putting themselves at 
risk were from their own 
communities.”

Darrell Bricker, Hon. Colonel of the Queen’s York Rangers, speaks 
at a recent regimental event. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Traditional Style, Custom Kitchens and Design

130 Hollidge Blvd., Unit B10
Aurora, ON L4G 8A3
Tel. 905.503.1059

Toll Free 877.397.7518
blackriverkitchens.com

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

1 Industrial Parkway South
905-900-0019

Pulled Chicken Sandwich And Fries

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 

Saffron Rice Palaf 
Parisienne Potatoes 

Tomato & Cucumber Salad 
Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

Water Softening, Purification, 
Filtration & Steralization Units

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

is always the first person to show her gratitude,” 
Mayor Dawe concluded. “Tonight, however, we are 
here to thank her for her tremendous contributions 
and selfless dedication to the Town of  Aurora.”

Following a lengthy standing ovation, Ms. 
Wood made her way to the stage where she 
was greeted by the Mayor and each member of  
Council. Although she has received many awards 
in the past, including the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal in 2012, this one, she said, left her 
nearly speechless. 

“I feel very touched, very overwhelmed, and 
very, very grateful,” Ms. Wood told The Auroran 
after receiving hugs and gifts from several 
friends and family in the audience. “Aurora is a 
very special place for me, and it has always been. 
It is a place that has allowed me to grow and get 
to know the community. I think the community 
work that we do has invited me to really get to 
know who my neighbours are and we have some 
really wonderful neighbours.”

Ms. Wood, an educator by trade, with a long 
background at Huron University College, first 
moved to Aurora in 1976. From there, she hit the 
ground running, becoming an active member of  
both her civic and church community. 

In 1978, for instance, she was one of  13 members 
of  the Trinity community who sponsored a family 
of  Vietnamese Boat People to come and plant 
their new roots in Aurora. That mission was a 
success and the family has flourished, meeting 
regularly with their sponsors to this day. 

She cites her parents as “very, very giving 
people” who truly set the example. As an educator, 
those experiences were driven home continually 
and that line of  work opened up many doors.

As co-founder of  Welcome Table, an initiative 
to provide not just food, but also a “listening 
heart” to people in distress, she has seen their 
initial founding serving just four people at their 
first dinner, expanding to an average of  serving 
120 people each Wednesday night. 

“It is an incredible gift for all of  us, whether 
you are a volunteer or coming to dinner because 
we get to meet our community,” says Ms. Wood. 

Welcoming Table, in turn, lead to Welcoming 
Arms.

At one time, each parish had their own 
outreach programs and benevolence funds but 
partly under Ms. Wood’s initiative, they realised 
they were stronger together. In 2006, they started 

their mission at Our Lady of  Grace, but when 
space became available at The Rectory behind 
Trinity, they quickly snapped it up and are there 
to this day. 

“We work very well together,” said Ms. Wood. 
“Our aim is to be assistance to those people who 
are in need in Aurora. It could be any kind of  
need and our biggest gift is we are able to listen. 
Our visits just today were amazing. We might not 
have all the answers, but we try and one thing I 
feel very strongly about is pooling our resources. 
I can’t begin to tell you what I have learned by 
just opening up my heart and opening up my 
ears.”

One person who has seen Ms. Wood’s work in 
action is Rev. Dawn Davis of  Trinity. She said the 
recognition of  Ms. Wood was “long overdue”, 
particularly for someone 
who “never looks for the 
limelight.

“It is in the little 
conversations I have with 
people where I can’t count 
the times where they say, ‘I 
was at a crossroads in my 
life when I thought I wasn’t 
going to make it, and then I 
met Beverley Wood,’” said 
Rev. Davis of  where Ms. 
Wood has made a difference.

She recalled an Egyptian 
family who had recently 
arrived in Canada, stopping 
by Trinity on an Easter 
Morning not quite sure 
where to go or what to do. 
They crossed paths with 
Ms. Wood and she took them 
into her home, served them 
a full Easter Dinner, and 
helped them settle into their 
new life. And this story, she 
said, is one of  many. 

“She has a profound faith 
and that gives her strength 
you can’t measure. She 
calls you to be your best 
person. She doesn’t make 
you dependent on her; she 
calls you to be strong and 
because she is there beside 
you, you know you can be.”

From page 1

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Citizens recognized at annual Community Recognition Awards
By Brock Weir

Aurora’s active volunteers, up-and-
coming athletes, and those simply 
willing to lend a hand, received honours 
Monday night as the Town of  Aurora 
celebrated their achievements at the 
Community Recognition Awards. 

Hosted by Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and 
attended by Councillors John Abel, 
Michael Thompson, Evelyn Buck, 
John Gallo, Sandra Humfryes, Wendy 
Gaertner, and Chris Ballard, those 
recognized ranged from people who 
have kept Aurora beautiful by planting 
trees and flowers to those exemplifying 
what it means to be a good neighbour. 

“The award recipients have enriched 
the lives of  our Town’s residents, and 
I am very pleased to see that those 
residents have stepped forward to 
acknowledge their peers,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “It is why we say, ‘You’re in good 
company’ in Aurora. Volunteerism 
is an indispensable element to our 
Town and it is really what makes us 
great. They share their skills and life 
experience for the benefit of  others. 
Our residents are greatly enriched by 
your generosity and served by your 
civic commitment.”

First recognised in the category for 
five years of  voluntary service were 
John Grant and Nancee Webb for 
their work at the Aurora Community 
Arboretum, William “Bill” Hack for 
his work with the Optimist Club of  
Aurora, Joan Stephenson for clocking 

up over 2,000 hours of  volunteer 
service at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
and Branislava Milosevic for her 
work with the Aurora Garden and 
Horticultural Society.

For their 10 years of  
community service, Eric 
Clement was singled 
out for his work in the 
Arboretum, while Anne 
Collard, Gloria Smith, 
and Evelyn Meleta were 
honoured for their work 
with the Seniors’ Centre. 

Karen Fullbrook’s 
17 years of  work with 
the Arboretum was 
recognized in the 15 Year 
Category before those who 
have put in 20 years or 
more had their due. These 
were Madge Ford and 
Margaret Howard Gunn 
for the Horticultural 
Society, as well as Robert 
Gaby and Greg Way for 
the Optimists.

Perhaps the youngest 
honouree in the room, 
15-year-old Jared Janicek 
was recognized with the Civic 
Appreciation Award for representing 
Ontario as a champion star on the 
trampoline.

“At just 15, Jared has travelled across 
Canada competing in various levels of  
competition with trampoline,” said 
Mayor Dawe. “After recently being 

crowned provincial champion, he led 
Team Ontario to the Eastern Canadian 
Championship where he placed fourth 
overall and was a top member of  
Team Ontario who captured the silver 

medal. It is truly inspiring 
to see Aurora’s youth being 
recognized in this way.”

The Outstanding 
Individual Achievement 
Award was given to 
Jan Freedman of  Jan’s 
Country Pantry for her 
volunteer work with the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market, 
Seniors’ Centre, and the 
York Region Farm Fresh 
Group.

The Outstanding 
Individual Achievement 
Award for non-profits went 
to the Special Olympics, 
while Chris Zhang was 
recognized with the Good 
Neighbour Award. 

“Chris Zhang truly 
exemplifies what it means 
to be a good neighbour, with 
a remarkable attitude and a 
sense of  community,” said 

Mayor Dawe, citing his work cleaning 
up the properties of  neighbours 
when they are 
on vacation, and 
providing a hand 
with recycling and 
waste management 
programs. 

Recognizing those who have made 
a mark in Aurora’s recreation, Bill 
Kizovski was presented the Bob 
Harman Memorial Award for his 
decades as a volunteer coach and sports 
mentor with the Aurora Basketball 
League, Aurora Youth Soccer Club, 
and within schools. 

“It blows my mind,” said Ms. 
Freedman on receiving her award. 
When asked what drives her to give 
back, she cites four victorious battles 
with cancer giving her perspective. 

“It is knowing that every day I am 
on this side of  the grass is an absolute 
gift,” she said. “It is the time in my 
life to give back. People have been 
absolutely wonderful, the Town has 
been incredibly welcoming to me. 
Whatever energy I have, this is my 
time to do things for people.”

Clement was introduced to the 
Arboretum by his parents, Irene and 
John, when he was just six. Now 26, he 
has grown along with the trees he has 
planted and that is part of  what keeps 
him coming back.

“I enjoy being outside there and it 
is nice to be out and active,” he said. 
“I always like coming back a few years 
later and seeing how the trees have 
grown.”

Citizen of the Year  approaches issues 
with “an open heart and open ears”

“The award 

recipients have 

enriched the lives 

of our Town’s 

residents, and I am 

very pleased to see 

that those residents 

have stepped 

forward  

to acknowledge 

their peers.”
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS CELEBRATED IN STYLE

(L) Greg Way received his 20 Year Volunteer Service Award from Councillors John Abel and John Gallo for his work with the Optimist Club of Aurora. (R) 15-year-old 
Jared Janicek, pictured here with his family, received the Civic Appreciation Award for his championship work on the trampoline.

(L) John Grant and Nancee Webb received their 5 Year Volunteer Service Awards, while Karen Fullbrook and Eric Clement were recognized for 15 and 10 years, all for 
the Aurora Community Arboretum. (R) Branislava Milosevic was recognized for her 5 years’ work by Councillors Sandra Humfryes and Wendy Gaertner.

(L) Jan Freedman, pictured with Citizen of the Year Beverley Wood, was recognized with the Outstanding Achievement Award – Individual – for her work with the Aurora Farmers’ Mar-
ket, Aurora Seniors’ Centre, and in a variety of other ways. (C) Aurora Teen Idol Samantha Ryan led the audience in the National Anthem. (R) Nancy Black and Janet Mitchell accepted 
the Outstanding Achievement Award – Non-Profit – on behalf of Special Olympics Ontario – Aurora.

(L) Three generations came out to watch as Bill Hack was awarded for his 5 Years of volunteer work with the Aurora Optimists. (R) Helen Fullbrook received her award 
from Councillors John Abel and Evelyn Buck.                   Auroran photos by David Falconer

(L) Anne Collard was presented with the 10 Year Volunteer Service Award for her work with the Aurora Seniors’ Centre by Councillors Chris Ballard and Michael 
Thompson. (R) Bill Kizovski, centre, was celebrated by his family after receiving the Bob Harman Memorial Award with his extensive coaching in basketball, soccer, 
and work with other sports.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
2014/2015 REGISTRATION  

 
LAST DATES TO REGISTER BEFORE LATE FEES! 

 
On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2014 
 
In office registration:  Wednesday, May 28 (6 pm – 9 pm) 
     Saturday, May 24 and May 31 (10 am – 1 pm) 
    
REGISTRATION fees for the 2014/2015 season are:  
 
 
$555.00  Players born 1994 through 2008* 
 
$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2014* 
 
$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2014* 
 
$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if applicable) 
 
*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2007 and 2008 must register in person and submit a copy of a 
birth certificate and proof of residency. It is recommended that 2008 players have either taken skating 
lessons or completed one year of Opti Hockey. 
  
A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players. 
 
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants. 
 
Refunds (less $25 administration fee) will be issued to anyone withdrawing prior to September 1, 2014. 
 

NEW REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/ 
 

The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated that one parent per family must complete 
the online “Respect In Sport” – Parent Program in order for their child to be rostered to an 
AMHA team this season. 
 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 
Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players 

registered on or before June 30, 2014. 
We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants. 
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AHS’ Ultimate Frisbee feels the Rush ahead of Monday’s finals
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora High School Ultimate frisbee team has 
gotten used to playing through the rain this spring. The 
team has now braved the spring showers two weeks in 
a row and although they don’t have the record they 
would like to have at this point in the season, they are 
having a blast.

Last week, they faced off  against their local rivals 
from Sir William Mulock and Newmarket High and 
put up a good fight through two intense games, despite 
taking losses in both

“As far as our record is concerned, we’re not doing 
that well, but we’re happy because we’re making a 
lot of  progress,” said second year player and grade 
11 student Declan Johnston. “We have a lot of  young 
players on our team – juniors in Grades 9 and 10 – and 
we’re seeing a lot of  development, so we’re excited 
about the coming years. We’re going to end up with a 
really solid team.”

Johnston first got into the sport from practicing 
with a friend who played on the team during lunch and 
after school. Eventually he decided to try out himself, 
fell in love with the game and is now a team captain.

“My favourite part about it is that it’s different from 
all other sports in the sense that there are no referees,” 
Johnston explained. “The game is controlled by the 
players and it’s up to us to resolve any conflicts. I think 
that’s really unique and shows that both teams have a 
lot of  respect for each other and the game. Everyone is 
just out there to have fun and it is fun.”

Grade 12 student Izabela Batko is another team 
captain for Aurora High who started playing in Grade 9 
and said getting involved was one of  the best decisions 
she made.

“It felt amazing to be part of  such a fun and 
supportive team,” she said. “I really looked up to the 
older players and whenever I had a question, they were 
always happy to help and give me advice. Since Grade 
9, ultimate Frisbee season is something I have looked 
forward to every spring.”

Her sister first got her interested in the sport and 

the two subsequently spent hours throwing the disc 
around.

Now Batko is one of  the veterans on a team that 
is developing with a lot of  new, young players and 
coached by Sachin Raina who happens to play for the 
Toronto Rush in the Ultimate Professional League.

“It has been amazing to see the skill level of  every 
player increase over such a short season,” she said.

It’s her last season at Aurora High, but she hopes to 
keep going with it.

“But because I love the sport so much, Frisbee will 
always be a part of  my life, and I’m looking forward 
to playing at university next year, whether it’s just for 
fun, or on a team.”

The interest in the sport itself  has grown to a point 
where most schools in York Region have competitive 
teams, with some athletes aspiring to one day play for 
professional teams like the Toronto Rush.

In the meantime, the Aurora High team will keep 
getting ready for their final tournament of  the year, 
which is being held this year on June 2 at Fletcher’s 
Fields.

Johnston said the rise in popularity of  Ultimate as a 
sport just gives credence to how purely fun it is and he 
plans on playing for a long time yet.

“I’m not really surprised by the growth of  the sport 
because of  how easy it is to pick up and how much fun 
it is to play,” he said. “The atmosphere around frisbee 
is really laidback and enjoyable. As far as taking it 
further, I plan on continuing to play at whatever level 
I can. I’m really looking forward to keeping it going. I 
think it’s a really great way to meet and keep friends 
and it’s a great thing to do just to spend time with 
people. You get to go outside on the nice days and just 
have fun.”

Jays notch up victories to crow about after wet season start
By Jeff Doner

It has been a slow start to the 2014 season for the Aurora 
Blue Jays senior men’s baseball team, but at least it has been 
a productive one. 

The veteran laden squad has dealt with a series of  rain 
delays, giving them a record of  2 – 1 since the season started at 
the beginning of  May.

But, last week the Jays’ had a few victories to be happy 
about in a game against the Nobleton Cornhuskers.

“We got Brent [Owen] out on the mound, which is great, and 
we got another one of  our new players in the lineup, Brent 
Crosby, who hadn’t had a chance to crack the lineup yet,” 
said Jays’ manager/player, Rob Wilson. “He came in and he’s 
definitely showing a lot of  potential. We’re excited to have him 
on board. And it looks like our players are starting to come 
around, too.”

It was Owen’s first start of  the season and he was lights 
out, working five innings with one run, one walk and four 
strikeouts. 

On the other side of  things, the offence exploded for 11 runs 
in just six innings of  play. But the game was much closer than 
the scoresheet suggests.

The Jays scored three runs in the first inning, but the 
Cornhuskers buckled down from then on, until the Jays took 
a commanding lead in the sixth inning with six runs.

“It was just one of  those games where it was probably closer 
than it should have been for the first few innings and then we 
were able to rely on the fact that we knew we could do some 
damage sooner or later,” said Wilson.

“We’re comfortable playing in those tight games because 
we know our defence will keep us in it and we know our bats 
will more than likely provide that power to scratch a few runs 
out.”

The Jays came up with 11 hits throughout the game and 
were led off  by speedy infielder Chris Bloom, who had two hits 
(one double) and two runs.

The Jays new additions also continued to show their value, 
with Dan Lehmkuhl and Brad Crosby also getting two hits.

“It would be nice to get the offence going in a good rhythm,” 
added outfielder, Mike Keon. “Some of  our top hitters seemed 
to come around, which was good to see. Bloom hit well and 
Lehmkuhl looked good at the plate as well.”

Crosby also pitched a solid sixth inning to close out the win 
for the Jays, which is something the Jays will hope he can help 
out with all summer.

As for pitching, Keon said the slow start to the season has 
been toughest on the pitchers.

“It’s been tough for them, probably even more than all the 
position players, with all the rainouts, because you can’t get 
people stretched out until they’ve had a chance to pitch two or 
three games,” he said. “We’ve got five or six guys that we want 
pitching and Owen was supposed to pitch over a week ago.”

The Jays will now look to start a mini win streak when they 

face the Barrie Angel this week at Lambert Willson 
Park.

“They’re a decent team that can sneak up and 
bite you,” Wilson said. “We expect them to come 

out strong and they’re always a team that plays us 
hard.”

For more information on the Jays or the North 
Dufferin Baseball League, visit www.ndbl.ca

Declan Johnston makes a nifty pass to a teammate 
despite some aggressive blocking from an opposing 
Mulock player during a game at Newmarket High last 
week. Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Jeff Doner

They knew they faced an uphill 
battle, but the Aurora Grove Public 
School Griffins junior boys basketball 
team defeated all who stood in their 
way to win the Regional Basketball 
Championship for all of  York Region 
earlier this month.

The big win came against the 
formidable Wendat Village Hawks 
from Stouffville, who were undefeated 
in the tournament that included 12 
different area champions.

Even though they were down 
through the first half  of  the game, 
the Griffins changed up their strategy 
to fight their way back to tie things 
up, send the game into a nail biting 
overtime and then come out on top 
with a 39 – 35 victory.

“We played good defence and kept 
the score close,” said coach Mako. 
“With just under three minutes left to 
go in the second half, we were down by 
seven points and I called a time out and 
told them to foul from here on in. The 
boys looked at me funny and said, ‘on 
purpose?’” 

With being such a young team, the 
Griffins weren’t accustomed to fouling 
to gain possession, but the team bought 
in immediately and worked it to their 

advantage.
“They were a little nervous for the 

final game, but I just said, ‘look, we 
made it here and do the best that you 
can and we’ll go from there’,” coach 
Mako said.

“They were excited to get to the final 
game, but they were also trying to be 
realistic because they had watched 

Wendat play and we saw what we would 
have to key in on. They had a really 
strong team and they came in very 
confident and we stayed with them.”

On route to the finals, the Griffins 
also defeated WJ Watson Public School 
from Keswick, Clearmeadow Public 
School in Newmarket, Beverley Acres 
Public School from Richmond Hill and 

Johnsview Village Public School from 
Markham.

Just three players had previously 
played basketball at a high level prior 
to the short season that only saw the 
team play three games before the 
regional tournament.

Nonetheless, it was a big leap for 
the school’s junior team – made of  
students in grades four, five and six’s – 
who will be looking to keep improving 
and protect their title as Regional 
champions.

Coach Mako, who has an extensive 
history playing and coaching in the 
sport, said the team’s success this 
season bodes well for the school’s 
basketball program and said the sport 
has definitely been gaining traction in 
York Region.

“What I have seen is positive with 
the kids coming up with more skills 
and also court sense,” he said. “We 
had a pretty good team, they were easy 
to coach, but at the same time, the 
kids were able to pick it up quickly. I 
normally coach senior, but the level of  
understanding with them was high. 
They were able to pick up the plays, 
adapt and were good listeners.”

Their season may be over for now, 
but the Griffins will be ready for 
whatever challenge they face next.

NHL PLAYOFF POOL STANDINGS
London PubLishing 2013/2014

1. Ryan MacMiLLan 174

2. Luba nickeRson 147

3. caRRie Rath 145

4. PhiL cosentino 140

t5. kevin nickeRson 139

t5. adaM cacchione 139

t7. PaM bRownLee 137

t7. c + d RoMas 137

t9. connoR gonsaLves 134

t9. Rita bennett 134

t11. John gouLd 133

t11. Luke catania 133

13. gage gonsaLves 132

14. heLLen wiLLiaMson 131

t15. david cook + 5, 130

as of 9aM tuesday, May 27

TOP 5 fRoM the  
west division 

(caLedon and oRangeviLLe)

1. geoff P dunLoP 151
t2. nicoLe heRbeRt 150
t2. aidan seeback 150
t2. kyLe dawson 150

t2. cindy aRMstRong 150

www.officePooLs.coM     
PooL naMe:  

LondonPublishing     
PasswoRd:  

2014

Come in and meet the staff at Taco Del Mar Aurora, which recently re-opened. 
New owners Alex and Robin served up Baja-style burritos at their grand-open-
ing. Pictured above, left to right, are Yongsheng (Alex) Wang, franchisee, Valeria 
Villamonte, Yongping (Robin) Guo, and Mauricio Mejia. Taco Del Mar is located 
at 15480 Bayview Avenue.                                                    Auroran photo by Zach Shoub

Aurora Grove Griffins are Regional basketball champs

Barbarians senior men let one slip away
By John Reich

The Aurora Barbarians senior men’s 
team hosted newly promoted Brantford 
Harlequins for two games at Fletcher’s 
Fields on Saturday.  

The young Aurora first team side 
showed enough talent but not enough 
poise to hold a late lead and preserve a 
victory while the second team repeated 
their heroics from two weeks ago by 
keeping it close in the first half  and 
running away with the game in the 
final period.

The first team match-up featured 
the Barbarians’ young revamped team, 
with only one player over the age of  
23, to take on a fired up Harlequin side 
that, like the Barbs, was looking for its 
first victory of  the season.  

The local side weathered early 
pressure with a strong defensive effort 
for the first fifteen minutes allowing 

Brantford just three points on a penalty 
kick. The Barbs had a try from winger 
Michael Neely at the 20 minute mark 
and two more from centre John West 
in quick succession, both converted by 
flyhalf  Mark Denton to lead 19 – 3. 

However, they gave up two converted 
tries before the half  to carry just a slim 
lead of  19-17 into the break.

The second half  was a seesaw battle 

with Brantford showing a bit more 
tenacity. Aurora’s Ciaran McSwiggan 
scored a try midway through the half, 
however, the Brantford team clawed 
ahead to a 30-24 score with under 10 
minutes to play. 

With six minutes left, Neely scored 
his second try of  the game and a solid 
conversion kick by Denton put the 
Barbs ahead 31-30.  Despite a clean 

take on the ensuing kickoff  and a long 
clearing kick into the Brantford end, 
Aurora could not retain possession 
at the line out and the Harlequins 
methodically worked the play back the 
Barbarians’ half  closing out the game 
on a hard fought try to win 35-31 on the 
final whistle.

In the second team game, Aurora 
faced the wind in the first half  but led 
17-5 at the break.  The second half  was 
all Barbarians as they rumbled in for 
five tries to win out 52-5. Scoring for 
Aurora was A.J. Luongo with a hat trick 
of  trys, Josh Ferriera with two and 
singles by Tom McLeod, Derek Haines 
and D.J. Dillon. Kicker James Hulbert 
added six conversions.

The Barbs play next on May 31, when 
they will be hosted by Markham Irish 
at Fletchers Fields in a rematch of  the 
2013 McCormick Cup championship 
game from last October. 

St. Andrew’s College students duked it out all in good fun on Friday for the school’s 
annual Spring Smash. Now in its fourth year, the day is organized by Grade 12 
students in the McEwan Leadership Program to raise money for the York Region 
Children’s Aid Society’s Power of Play campaign. Activities included basketball, 
flag football, soccer, road hockey, ultimate Frisbee, and inflatable games. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Supplied photo

Photo by  
Leighton Chong
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MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

ASHLEY!  DECOR-REST!  KROEHLER!  BRENTWOOD!   
KINGSDOWN!    ASHLEY!

UPTOWN FURNITURE LOCATED AT: 
17255 YONGE ST. NEWMARKET

COME EARLY! CROWDS WILL BE LARGE!

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

WWW.UPTOWNFURNITURE.CA

Thank you to the weather gods that true 
spring has arrived finally! 

The first three weekends of  this year’s 
Farmers’ Market were unseasonably cold. 
In fact, a week ago Saturday, I was followed 
down Wells Street by a camera man from 
CTV who wanted to know why I was dressed 
for an arctic winter on the May long weekend. 

I replied by telling him that it was 4 degrees 
at 6:30 that morning when we arrived. He 
was still laughing when he left.

Things are now well underway at the 
Market and more vendors and farmers are 
arriving each week. I’m pleased to report that 
we now have lots of  asparagus and rhubarb 
on the farmers’ tables, and the fiddleheads 
and garlic scapes should be ready soon.

Willowtree Farm had small asparagus 
plants ready for planting available on 
Saturday and I’m eager to see if  I will be 
successful with them.

Our new French bakery, which comes up 
from Toronto, has now been at the Market for 
two weeks. They are being enthusiastically 
received, are very busy and are selling out, 
so come early. Their baguettes are to die for, 
as are their croissants and hamburger buns. 
I have not tried their other breads yet but 
customers have been raving about them.  

You may have noticed that there is 
another young woman walking around the 
Market with Kiersten, our Market Manager. 
Her name is Joanna Allison and she is our 
new Market Intern. 

Joanna is a lifelong resident of  York 
Region and a recent graduate of  York 
University, where she received her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work. Joanna 
appreciation for locally grown produce 
was passed down from her grandparents, 
who grew their own fruits and vegetables 
and taught her the value of  having a green 
thumb.

In her spare time, Joanna is an avid baker 
and loves experimenting with new recipes. 
Joanna also loves to sew and is attempting 
to learn to crochet. Don’t be surprised to see 
her one day as a vendor at the Market, either 
as a baker or an artisan. 

One of  our exciting new vendors this 
year is Cathy Nesbitt of  Cathy’s Crawly 
Composters. The business was established 
in 2002 and specialises in vermicomposting 
and organic diversion. Cathy conducts 
inspirational workshops, worm birthday 
parties and compost consulting. 

Her goal is to raise awareness about 
sustainable living and to inspire individuals 
to be the best they can be. Over 75,000 students 
have been inspired by Cathy’s presentation. 
School initiatives include an adopt-a-worm 
bin and sustainable fundraising. Teaching 
children about composting and the value of  
worms creates lifelong composters.

Cathy has been involved in numerous 
collection/composting research projects and 
has diverted several tonnes from landfill. 
Cathy lives by her word by constantly 
reducing her own ecological footprint. Her 
favourite quote is “without awareness, 
action IS impossible.”

For the past 12 years, Cathy has been 
raising awareness about sustainable living 
and the wonder of  worms. She believes that 
worms are going to play an important role in 
waste management and soil production and, 
therefore, in food security. 

Worms have been waiting millions of  
years to help us with our garbage crisis. 
Worms are shapeshifters, quietly turning 
organic matter into something beautiful for 
growing delicious and nutritious food. They 
are transforming the way we think about 
waste. 

Think of  them as the original 
transformers. What we refer to as garbage 
is actually a resource as nature creates no 
waste.

Our soil has become depleted of  nutrients 
with repeated applications of  chemical 
fertilizers, which, among many other 
things, has resulted in the loss of  our bee 
and pollinator population. Adding compost 
to the soil puts life back into the soil.

Vermicomposting is done indoors, is 
an aerobic (with oxygen) process and does 
not smell. It is a hopeful solution to global 
warming that can be done by anyone and 
by vermicomposting we can repair some 
of  the damage that we have done to the 
environment.

In addition to supplying everything 
needed for successful vermicomposting, 
Cathy has added certified organic mung 
beans and a sprout grower to her line-up. 
Worms for amending the soil and sprouts 
for eating are going to help resolve hunger 
in the world. 

Cathy has used the super simple sprouter 
for 12 years and she swears by the health 
value of  sprouts-nature’s superfood. Cathy’s 
booth is on Wells Street in front of  the 
former school and she’ll be there on the first 
Saturday of  each month. 

We are very excited to report that we will 
have an Ontario winery joining us for the 
months of  June and July. They are Pillitteri 
Estates Winery Inc. from Niagara on the 
Lake. I look forward to bringing you their 
bio soon.

See you at the Market!

Cultural event grabs community attention at St. Max
By Mikail Khamissa

Over 300 people poured into St. 
Maximillian Kolbe C.H.S Thursday 
evening for the 3rd Annual 
International Night, an evening 
dedicated to celebrating the different 
cultures and ethnicities that surround 
us in the community.  

Students and teachers collectively 
transformed the school’s cafeteria 
into an international square featuring 
over a dozen student-operated food 
vendors. 

For the past three weeks. Grade 
12 students from both social science 
and hospitality classes have been 
preparing day and night for the 
annual event. 

Students were given the choice to 
pick the culture they would like to 
represent and prepare a variety of  
traditional dishes from the respective 
cultures. 

“We wanted the students to benefit 
from this opportunity in as many ways 
as possible,” said Melissa Menard, 
Head of  Hospitality at St. Maximillian 
Kolbe C.H.S, who orchestrated the 
event along with fellow colleague and 

English teacher Madeline Brens. 
“From the beginning, students 

were responsible for the budgeting of  
groceries. Then they began preparing 
their dishes, while learning and using 
healthy cooking options.”

The idea stretches back five years 
when both Melissa and Madeline were 
teaching at a school in Scarborough.

“It was more a showcase because 
of  how much more diverse and 
multicultural that area is,” said Brens. 
“When we arrived at St. Maximillian 
three years ago, we felt because there 
was nothing like that here, we wanted 
to introduce the idea to the students 
and it’s been nothing but a growing 
success ever since. 

She also emphasizes the growth of  
the event.

“In our first year of  the event, 
we had roughly 150 people attend, 
whereas this year over 300 teachers, 
students and family members came to 
show their support.”

The lively atmosphere had 
mostly caught the attention of  the 
students themselves, who seemed 
more in amazement of  the work 
they accomplished than anyone else. 

Courtney Hawthorne, a Grade 11 
student and a vendor from the Greek 
booth, said happily “International 
night brings cultures together and it’s 
really cool our school can experience 
that.” 

The festive evening also featured 
musical and dance performances 
done by students representing other 
countries and cultures, such as the 
“Nutcracker Ballet” representing 
Russia, “La Vie en Rose” representing 
France, and many more. 

Event organizers have also taken 
the opportunity to not only benefit 
the students at St. Maximillian but 
students in a developing country. 

The proceeds from the event will go 
towards the construction of  a school 
abroad and this concept has intrigued 
many local businesses to help support 
by donating food. 

“International Night would not 
have been possible without the 
support and generosity of  others,” 
said Menard. 

For video of  last week’s International 
Night at St. Max, please visit www.
theauroran.com.
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The Town of  Aurora is centrally 
located in York Region, and 
within this dynamic municipality, 
Kaitlin Corporation offers Centro 
Condos on Yonge — an intimate 
condominium located in the 
centre of  it all, on the northeast 
corner of  Yonge Street and Centre 
Street. Talk about convenient! This 
address has a WalkScore of  88 
out of  100, meaning residents can 
simply stroll to accomplish most 
errands. In fact, it’s only a 9-minute 
walk from the Aurora GO Station 
transportation hub, where you can 
catch direct buses that arrive in 
Toronto’s Union Station in under 
an hour. Centro Condos is close 
to parks, schools, shops, grocery 
stores, restaurants, sports fi elds, 
community centres and more. The 
average WalkScore in Aurora is 47, 
so Centro is the place to be! 

Imagine the freedom of  enjoying 
condominium living in a residence 
designed to pay tribute to Aurora’s 
heritage while embracing chic 
modern architecture. With an 
elegant façade of  brick, stone and 
glass, the look is both current and 
timeless. On the ground level, 
an exclusive collection of  retail 

condominium units add even more 
appeal to this luxurious residence, 
where award-winning interior 
designer Bryon Patton has worked 
his unique magic on the amenities. 
Upon entering the modern lobby 
with its sophisticated palette of  
stone and rich char brown tones, 
tall ceilings and sculptural wood 
feature anchoring the concierge 
desk, you will feel as though you 
have stepped into a fi ne hotel.

Residents will have exclusive use 
of  other superb amenities including 
a Fitness Gym on the second fl oor, 
complete with the latest in cardio 
equipment. Centro’s Party Room 
sets a sleek, modern scene for 
entertaining with its dark woods 
and cream accents, feature wall 
with a marble-fi nished fi replace, 
dining area, bar, and the ability to 
close or open pocket doors to create 
intimate or grand surroundings. 
The building will also feature a 
bicycle storage room with work 
bench, and more.

Offering spectacular views, 
Centro Condos’ stylish suites come 
with a spacious balcony, with select 
suites having “garden” balconies 
with planter beds beyond their 

railings. Among the lavish suite 
appointments are 9- and 10-foot 
ceiling heights in the main living 
area, smooth ceilings throughout, 
and a complete stainless steel 
ENERGY STAR® appliance 
package. Centro Condos suites 
will also have an array of  energy-
saving features, from individual 
suite electrical metering to 
programmable thermostats.

Choose from one-bedroom to 
two-bedroom + den suite designs in 
sizes from 597 to 1,359 square feet. 
Prices begin from the low-$300,000s. 
Watch for new suite designs and a 
new Presentation Centre coming 
soon!

Celebrating more than 25 years 
of  building excellence, Kaitlin 
Corporation is a trusted and award-
winning builder and developer 
whose new home communities 
spread across the Southern Ontario 
landscape and beyond. 

For more information on Centro 
Condos on Yonge, call 905-503-2063 
or visit KaitlinCentro.com.

KAITLIN’S 
CENTRO 
CONDOS 
ON YONGE

GETS TO THE HEART OF 
 LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

An intimate condominium  
located in the centre   
of it all, on the northeast   
corner of Yonge Street   
and Centre Street. 

Centro Exterior Rendering

Model Suite Kitchen

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Valet Parking $5
For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

Valet Parking $5

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub:

Fri., May 30
High Rollers

Sat., May 31
Bad Dogs

Advetorial

From the Rhine to Ontario’s highways, veteran Wilkes 
promotes storied tradition

By Brock Weir

Aurora resident John Wilkes was just 19 when 
he signed up at the age of  19 to be part of  Canada’s 
fledgling 23rd Field Regiment. 

It was an exciting time for this young man, growing 
up in Galt. He attended school at Lakefield College near 
Peterborough and was in his first days of  University 
when he decided to make a leap. 

The Regiment, he says, later became 
one of  just three Regiments given a 
self-propelled gun in Canada and, with 
their guns on tracks, they were able to 
go “anywhere the tanks went.”

“We supported them and my job 
was to sit in a 10-foot hole about 30 
feet behind the guns with an artillery 
board and calculate the range,” he 
recalls. “You got coordinates back from 
the Forward Observation Officer, so I 
would plug those in and get in the line 
of  range. We always went forward, and 
I don’t think we ever went backwards!”

Mr. Wilkes came by his leaning 
towards the military honestly. His 
father was a major in the First World 
War and his grandfather was a 
Company Commander in the Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles during the Northwest 
Rebellion in the 1880s. 

“To avoid joining the forces was 
something I never thought of,” he says. 
“I wasn’t so anxious that I did it at 17 
or lied or anything, but I was there 
when the artillery Regiment was being 
formed. I just thought it sounded like 
a good place to go, so that is where I 
went.”

What happened after that is a 
story which has enthralled future 
generations, not the least of  which have 
been his own children and grandchildren. One of  his 
grandsons is a teacher and Mr. Wilkes took the time 
to write down his story so his grandson could share it 
with his own students and it left them wanting more. 

“In 1945, we chased the last Germans across the 
Rhine in the Spring and we went to celebrate a little bit 
– so we celebrated!” he says. “The next morning, our 
Troop Sergeant Major said he thought his hangover 
was worse than mine, so he asked me to ride his 
motorcycle. Going along the road next to the Rhine, I 
noticed that our Signal Sergeant caught some barbed 
wire and was dragging it along. I thought I would do a 
good turn and put my food down and the only trouble 
was putting my foot down, the barbed wire left his, 
caught in my back wheel, and I had to stop and get rid 
of  the damned thing. 

“That put me behind the Regiment, so I was 
zooming along trying to catch up and a shell came 
across, landed in the ditch, and a piece went through 
and took half  my tibia.”

Less than 36 hours later, he was back in England. 
Several operations later, he was back in Canada and 
still ready to serve. 

This lifetime of  service will be recognized next 
week when Prince Andrew, Duke 
of  York – a fellow student at Mr. 
Wilkes’ Lakefield College – comes 
to Town. The Queen’s son will 
attend a lunch for the Queen’s York 
Rangers at Oakview Terrace, just 
over the border on Leslie Street 
and Bloomington, to pay tribute to 
Aurora’s Regiment.

Here, he will unveil a plaque 
dedicated to Aurora residents who 
received the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal. Mr. Wilkes’ is among 
these people and will be at the lunch. 

These honours are not unique 
to Mr. Wilkes, having also received 
the Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002 
for both his 
work at the 
C a n a d i a n 
R o y a l 
H e r i t a g e 
T r u s t 
and the 
C a n a d i a n 
H e r a l d i c 
Authority. 

M r . 
W i l k e s 
interest in 
h e r a l d r y 
w a s 

s o m e t h i n g 
also inherited from his father 
and Mr. Wilkes the younger 
was instrumental in helping 
establish a Heraldic Authority 
unique to Canada and 
independent from the United 
Kingdom. 

Although heraldry is 
something steeped in tradition, 
Mr. Wilkes still sees a value for 
it in today’s society. 

“It is a very honourable 
way of  identifying yourself,” 
he says. “There is a feeling of  
pride when you apply and it is 
granted.”

He has served in multiple capacities with the Royal Heraldry 
Society, including acting as its de-facto leader when there was a 
vacancy.

He takes particular pride in his own arms, which incorporates 
symbols related to his family’s farming routes, a cannon to 
represent his time with the Artillery, white lines representing Mr. 
Wilkes works engineering Ontario’s King’s Highways as part of  
the Ministry of  Transportation, the traditional ring of  engineers, 
and symbols borrowed from that of  an earlier ancestor who was 
Lord Mayor of  London. 

Aurora resident John Wilkes 
with his medals. 
Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Discover UniqUe 
conDo DesiGns in AUrorA

At Centro, we’re releasing a brand new selection of suite designs never before seen —  

 each a luxurious residence with a walk-out to your own private balcony.

Chic and intimate 7-storey residences on Yonge Street in downtown Aurora.  

Features including 9’ and 10’ ceilings, with expansive balconies and terraces.

m o v e  i n  b y  D e c e m b e r  2 0 15

f r o m  t h e  l o w  $ 3 0 0 ’ s

reGister toDAy for oUr 
new releAse event mAy 31

REGISTER TODAY AT 
Kaitl inCentro.com 905-503-2063

Balconies and/or 
ground floor patios 

allow for easy 
outdoor living

Master bedroom 
offers great  

closet space and  
a walk-out

Spacious  
living-dining  

area ideal for  
entertaining

Gourmet kitchen 
makes meal  

preparation a  
pleasure

Beautiful  
pre-engineered 

laminate flooring 
throughout

Den provides  
a great space for a 
computer nook or 

hobby area

NEW
SUITE 

DESIGNS
NEW

SALES 
OFFICE

DOWNTOWN AURORA

SITE
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COMPLETE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES

      UMBERSALUE BEYOND

Brian RobertsKathy van Nostrand 

Helping Business & 
Individuals minimize taxes 

for over 30 Years

144 WELLINGTON STREET EAST
905.727.8046

kathy@kvncga.ca brian@kvncga.ca
CGA CGA,LPA

CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS

$1,000 Cash 
 YAMAHA AC3R VS acoustic-electric guitar and case
One full day recording session at Metalworks Studios

Perform at the Hoedown on Sept 13th

$1,000 Cash 
  YAMAHA AC3R VS acoustic-electric guitar and case 
One full day recording session at Metalworks Studios

Perform at the Hoedown on Sept 13th

For contest details go to www.hoedown.ca

All applications must be 
received by 5pm on June 15th

July 10th – Preliminary rounds
September 6th – Semi-finals at Aurora Ribfest

September 12th – Finals at Magna Corral
September 13th – Perform at the 

Wild Wild West Hoedown

Enter Now!

SEPTEMBER 5-7

 Applicants must be 14 years of age and older

SPONSORED BY

Finals at the Magna Corral on September 12thFinals at the Magna Corral on September 12th
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2379 Stouffville Rd., Gormley

905-773-4251

Natural Stone v Retaining Walls
Interlocking v Flagstone v Rockery

v Waterfall v Natural Steps

Quality & Service since 1971

STONE & BUILDING SUPPLY LTD.

Visit our new location!

BLOOMINGTON RD.

STOUFFVILLE RD.
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St. Max “Dance Krew” lets students have fun and be themselves
By Brock Weir

Vanessa Lyn was just three years 
old when her parents “forced” her into 
dance and, when the curtain opened on 
her first performance, she remembers 
vividly crying on stage. 

After getting off  the stage, however, 
the first thing she wanted to do was 
get back on that stage and do it again. 
Thus, a love of  dance was born.

Now a Grade 12 student at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School, it is a love she has tried to 
impart on her fellow students as one 
of  the leaders of  the “St. Max Dance 
Krew”, a fledgling group of  dancers 
just looking to have some fun, find a 
sense of  place, who have since become 
mainstays of  school events.

The Dance Krew was something 
which had fallen by the wayside in 
recent years at St. Max. With a love of  
hip-hop, Vanessa approached Principal 
Dominic Scuglia with a vision of  
bringing it back. With a teacher-
supervisor in place last year, it was 
then time to re-lay that groundwork. 

“I loved how many kids came out and 
I saw in their faces so many people who 
never danced before and how much 
they enjoyed it from the start,” says 
Vanessa. “Since then, I have wanted to 
teach dance and I just love seeing how 
much they enjoy it and when they get 
on stage and have gained the confidence 
that they didn’t have before. It just 
warms my heart.”

From those re-established beginnings, 
the group has grown from a small group 
of  kids looking to cut loose after a hard 
day at school to a group which Vanessa 

says is now “everywhere”, taking every 
opportunity within the school to bring 
their own brand of  sunshine into the 
fore, including a recent Liturgical 
Dance performed as part of  Catholic 
Education week.

As the lead choreographer, her first 
objective was to get her fellow students 
just to smile and let the music take 
them wherever they wanted to go.

“A lot of  people just listen to music 
alone, dance in their bedrooms, and 
don’t want to show anybody,” she says. 
“Now, people can see them onstage and 
now they have fans in the crowd rooting 
them on just because of  how many 
performances they have done. I know 
they have accomplished it now when I 
see them onstage how exited they are to 
come out to class again. 

“When you’re having a bad day, this 
is one thing you can look forward to and 
just let yourself  go, look in the mirror 

and say, ‘Hey, I look good dancing!’”
As a Grade 12 student, however, 

Vanessa’s time as leader of  the Dance 
Krew is drawing to a close as she 
prepares to head off  to university this 
fall to study business with an ultimate 
goal of  opening up her own dance 
studio specializing in hip-hop. Waiting 
in the wings to take over as head 
choreographer is Grade 11 student 
Adam Barry, who got his first real taste 
of  dance as a Krew member last year.

Actually, that is not quite accurate. 
He has a bit of  a background in Polish 
folk dancing, and several years of  
gymnastics under his belt, but he 
credits Krew with really awakening the 
dancer within.

“I thought, 
‘Oh, my gosh, 
I am going to 
look like an idiot 
going in there!’” 
says Adam of  
his first thoughts 
when friends 
encouraged him 
to join them in 
checking out the 
Krew. “I had no 
experience at all 
and sure enough 
I was put in the 
very front and was 
mortified. But, I got 
to know Vanessa 
and she taught me 
what I know now 
with my attitude 
and my confidence 
is through the roof. 
She is almost like 

my sister with the connection we have. 
With what I have learned from her, I 
know I can carry this on to the best of  
my ability. 

“I want to be able to take what 
Vanessa has taught me and have it 
explode even more through people and 
dance.”

Building on their success this year 
at competitions, they hope to take their 
moves more into the community and 
onto the competitive circuit in the next 
season, and watching them do so is 
teacher Louise Howlings. Ms. Howlings 
is the teacher who helped step in to 
make the revived Krew a reality. 

Continued on page 22

Green thumbs!

Vanessa Lyn and Adam Barry lead the 
St. Max Dance Krew through a routine.
                       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Quinn gets some pointers on bulbs from Patricia Murray of the Aurora Garden 
and Horticultural Society on Sunday morning. Hundreds of people took advan-
tage of the sunshine and came to Town Park for the organization’s first annual 
garden show bringing together demonstrations, vendors, and music. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

For more on the  
winners of the  
Community  

Recognition Awards, 
visit  

www.theauroran.com 
and watch  

in future editions of  
The Auroran!
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Aurora is about to see a new master-planned community that will be not only the talk of the 

town but the entire GTA. A community where four fantastic builders offer an unprecedented 

selection of homes, all loaded with the fi nest luxury features and 

fi nishes. In a location that  combines the best of town and country, with 

its own community park and access to nearby trails, and just minutes 

from Yonge Street and the 404.

AURORA

SALES OFFICE:  
25 Mavrinac Blvd., Aurora, ON.

LUXURIOUS SINGLES, SEMIS & TOWNS
 

FREEHOLD TOWNS

$400’s

 

Priced from
the upper

SEMI-DETACHED

$500’s

 

Priced from
the mid

32’ SINGLES

$600’s

 

Priced from
the mid

38’ SINGLES

$700’s

 

Priced from
the mid

43’ SINGLES

$800’s

 

Priced from
the mid

JOIN US FOR OUR OPEN HOUSE!

AURORATRAILS.COM

PREVIEW 
OPEN HOUSE
SAT. JUNE 7 & SUN. JUNE 8 • 11 am - 5pm
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NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

June
Horoscopes

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)
Home is where the heart is this 

month. Know and confront your 
fears of  the big world out there. You 
may be reviewing old psychic matter 
and thought patterns in June. Be 
willing to see anxiety for what it is: 
False Evidence Appearing Real.

Cancer (June 21 – July 21)
Be willing to see the signs, 

Cancer. Have faith that your life is 
going in the right direction. Ask for 
guidance if  you need help. By the 
end of  June, you will feel that you 
are back on track, and enjoying a 
new beginning. Welcome it!

Leo (July 22 – Aug.22)
Let go, let go, and let go some 

more Leo. Change happens, so there 
is no use trying to resist. Focus 
your attention on home, family and 
friends in June. These will provide 
solidity and support for you. Allow 
those close to you to warm your 
heart.

Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22)
Embrace everything that comes 

your way in June, Virgo. Review 
time is upon you, so make sure to do 
your due diligence. Not a problem 
for a purist like you! Your mind 
will be buzzing with new ideas and 
solutions, but action time is not 
quite yet.

Libra (Sept. 23 – Oct. 22)
Love that you are unique 

and different, Libra. There is no 
one else just like you. Beautify 
your environment as you see fit 
this month. It is time for some 
inspiration and new energy. It is 
busy now, but the time to rest is 
coming soon. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov.21)
Be patient, Scorpio. This isn’t 

easy for a go-getter like yourself. 
Life is moving forward again, with 
some minor adjustments. Don’t 
fight so hard against what is being 
presented to you, even if  you don’t 
like it. All challenge is for a greater 
reason.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – Dec. 21)
Get out in nature this month. 

The Earth will offer you the beauty 
and peace that you need. Follow 
your heart and wherever it leads 
you. That seems to be towards love, 
so continue on that path Sagittarius. 
Things will shift soon enough.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19)
Know your innate power, 

Capricorn. You are reliable, 
dependable and solid. You are the 
manager extraordinaire. Finish 
up any loose ends this month, and 

get ready to jet into a whole new 
direction. You are ready for it!

Aquarius  
(Jan. 20 – Feb. 18)

What is your destiny, Aquarius? 
Have you figured it out yet? You are 
in the final stages of  a complete 
overhaul of  your psyche, which may 
have seemed a little tense. But there 
is gold waiting for you. Use your 
eagle eyes to see the big picture now.

Pisces (Feb. 19 – March 20)
A new day dawns for you Pisces. 

The warm spring weather of  June 
brings hope, fresh starts and clean 
energy. This is exactly what you 
need. Let go of  any old dead weight 
and float into your new beginning. 
The tension of  previous times is 
leaving.

Aries (March 21 –April 19)
Magically, things begin to 

turn around in June, Aries. What 
was stuck can now move forward. 
Resolution and breaking free are 
themes for you this month, but 
remember the value of  cooperation 
too. Balance is still required in all 
you do.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
Remember to ground Taurus. 

As an earth sign you seek stability 
anyway, but you need a gentle 
reminder this month. Forces may 
oppose you in June, but after that 
inspiration is close by. Get out and 
be social once summer hits.

For more information about 
Jodie and astrology, visit www.
EarthSkyJourneys.org.

By Brock Weir

Sibling rivalry can take many forms – 
sometimes it can get a bit nasty, but other 
times imitation is the sincerest form of  
flattery.

When Jane Coop’s elder sister took 
up piano lessons when they were both 
children, Jane naturally wanted to follow 
suit. This “typical sibling thing”, however, 
has taken her around the world to some of  
the grandest international concert halls 
where her reputation as a renowned pianist 
proceeds her.

Coop, who has been invested into the 
Order of  Canada for her contributions to 
the nation’s culture, will bring her unique 
brand of  classical piano to the Aurora 
Cultural Centre this Friday, May 20, as the 
final concert in the 2014 Great Artist Piano 
Series. 

This series, founded by Aurora classical 
musician Bonnie Silver, has welcomed 
many huge names within the classical 
music scene to the Aurora Cultural Centre’s 
Brevik Hall. 

Coop and Silver go back a long way, since 
their student days together at the University 
of  Toronto, and when Silver first brought 
Coop to the Aurora venue, it was one with 
which she immediately fell in love.

“It is beautiful, the audience is great, and 
I am so glad she has invited me back!” says 
Coop. “In a place like the Cultural Centre, 
the people are right there and it feels like 
you are communicating with them and 
giving them something directly.”

As part of  her program this week, Coop 
promises sonatas ranging from Beethoven 
to Scarlatti. In piecing together each 
program she says she looks for works that 
are either new to her or ones she has not 
tackled in a while. Each piece, however, is 
chosen to provide the audience with a wide 

variety of  “styles and textures.”
“The piano can sort of  be monochromatic 

if  you think of  it as one piece after another 
with the same sound,” she says. “This year, 
my program is centred around a new piece 
for me, a new Beethoven sonata, and I paired 
that in the first half  with some Scarlatti 
which is similar in leanness of  texture and 
brilliance. The second half  is very much 
putting the piano on stage in all its glory, all 
its singing-ness and all its harmonies.”

This range on the piano is something 
that not only attracted her to the piano, 
but kept her coming back for more. Her 
teachers were instrumental in stoking this 
musical fire and encouraging her to delve 
deeper and deeper into the sound. 

“It is always about communicating 
feelings,” she said. “That is what music is 
and I never want to forget that. There are all 
sorts of  aspects to it. There is the technical 
brilliance aspect, there is the colour aspect, 
and all that stuff, but it is really about 
conveying personal human feelings one to 
one. Whatever piece I am playing, when I 
am working on it, I am trying to dig into it 
and think about what the composer really 
meant.

“To put it simply, is it about tragedy? Is 
it about loneliness? Is it about ecstasy? All 
of  these are basic human emotions and that 
really comes down to the prime level and 
that is what I want to do. I hope people leave 
with the sense they have been somewhere 
they wouldn’t have normally gone in their 
minds and it has taken them away from the 
usual, everyday mindset into some other 
realm. I think that is what art is supposed 
to do.” 

Jane Coop takes to the stage this Friday, 
May 30, at 8 p.m. Doors open at 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets are $30 ($25 for seniors and students). 
For more information, call the Centre at 905-
713-1818.

Jane Coop gets down to 
“prime level” emotions at 
concert series finale

2nd Annual i Run & Rock arrives Saturday
By Brock Weir

When yoga instructor and emergency 
room nurse Nicole Taylor lay the 
foundations for i Run and Rock last year, she 
knew it would benefit those living with Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, but she might 
not have imagined the success the concert 
and run would become. 

The second annual event hits the Ray 
Twinney Complex this Saturday, May 31, 
and will feature 1k, 5k, and 10k runs, and a 
rock concert once again headlined by Glass 

Tiger. 
Additional performers include the 

Ceremonial Police Horses, bands comprised 
of  First Responders, and more. 

“It has been a whirlwind and absolutely 
wonderful,” says Ms. Taylor. “It has been a 
journey I will never forget. There have been 
other provinces who have reached out and 
said they want to have an i Run and Rock 
next year, so it is wonderful to see that people 
are wanting to support first responders.”

For more on Saturday’s event,  
visit www.irunandrock.ca. 
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FirstHomeTM Aurora  
at John West Way is located 
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Hollidge Boulevard.

FirstHomeTM Aurora  
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With a passion for dance, she was 
eager to get involved and has seen 
firsthand the benefits it brings to 
students.

“I really like that we have made this a 
very safe environment for kids to come 
and just be themselves and express 
themselves,” she says. “Students have 
mentioned they really like coming here 
after school where they can come and 

be themselves and not have to worry 
about what other people think. They 
can just move around, be silly, no one 
is judging them and they can learn to 
dance at the same time.

“Maybe in school these are kids who 
might be sitting at the back of  the class 
and not contributing much, and [this 
gives them the] confidence that could 
be applied to the classroom and they 
might be able to shine in the classroom 
a little bit more.” 

Bay Street Service,  
Aurora Prices! 

GARDINER MILLER ARNOLD LLP 
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

 
Blog:  www.ontariocondolaw.com 

G  A M 
390 Bay Street, Suite 1202 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2Y2 
Tel:  416-363-2614   Fax:  416-363-8451 
 
www.gmalaw.ca 

Gerry is available by appointment in his Aurora Office for 
Business, Real Estate and other legal matters. 

 
905-727-9361 (Aurora Line) Gerry Miller 

Managing Partner 

From page 18

Dancing brings multiple 
benefits to school community

Theatre Aurora was the place to be on Friday night as Northtown Music and 
Art Wars held their final face-off of the season. The program series was found-
ed as a way for York Region youth to showcase their original music as well as an 
“art wars” component challenging artists to create an entire piece from scratch  
before an audience. Artists (c) presented their work in the lobby while musicians 
brought the house down with heavy metal and acoustic sets. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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From page 1

905-727-7048
terryeckert@bell.net
www.terryeckert.ca

Stage & Sell
Terry Eckert

Sales Representative

Former Prime Minister Paul Martin stops by the Larter mural on his campaign 
stop in Aurora last Thursday. Accompanied by Liberal candidate Chris Ballard, 
they toured downtown businesses and ended the day with an impromptu visit to 
the Aurora Cultural Centre. On the Progressive Conservative campaign trail, can-
didate Jane Twinney welcomed outgoing MPP Frank Klees, and many support-
ers, to the official opening of her campaign office in Newmarket. On Saturday 
afternoon, she was joined on the campaign by Federal Minister of Labour Kellie 
Leitch and Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown.

This is one of  the most common 
questions we get as Golf  Professionals 
from our members. While there could 
be many reasons why a player has dif-
ficulty stopping their approach shots 
on the green, the most commonly over-
looked reason is equipment, specifical-
ly when it comes to your wedges. The 
grooves on wedges tend to wear out, get 
clogged with dirt and sediment, and 
even close up over many rounds of  golf  
and many shots hit from the driving 
range and practice bunkers.

As you can see from the picture, dark 
grey areas and narrowing grooves will 
impart less spin on the golf  ball than 
new, clean, sharp grooves will.  If  your 
golf  clubs look like this, you are a few 
seasons overdue for new equipment.

The average player, depending on 
skill and what type of  ball used, will 
spin the ball between 4000 rpm and 7000 
rpm with new equipment. Older, worn 
grooves can take over 50% of  the poten-
tial spin away, resulting in lower flying, 
harder rolling golf  shots.

Wedge grooves will start to wear out 
after an average of  400+ shots.  Ask 
yourself  how many wedge shots you 
hit during one round of  golf, then do 
the math. Even if  you hit only 5 wedge 
shots per round, which I would consid-
er very few, the “average” (2 rounds per 
week, 25 weeks per golf  season) Ontar-
io golfer would need to replace wedges 
every second season. My wedges get re-
placed each spring (I average 40 rounds 
a season), and many of  my peers who 
play more golf  than I do will go through 
a couple of  sets of  wedges each year.

Ultimately, it is your choice when to 
replace your equipment. Alternatively, 
you could always see your local PGA of  
Canada professional for help with your 
golf  swing. I would bet that he or she 
might ask you when you last replaced 
your wedges.

Bill Neilson

Associate Golf Professional
Meadowbrook Golf Club

bill@meadowbrookgolf.net

Why can’t I stop my  
golf ball on the greens?

Advertorial

This Week’s Golf Tip
 brought to you by:

The Meadowbrook Golf Club 
This week’s tip – 

Bill Neilson, 
PGA of Canada Associate Golf Professional

Do your grooves 
look like these?

it was down to the business at hand. 
“I have been very impressed with 

the advice he has been giving us with 
regards to the Made in Ontario Pension 
Plan,” said Ballard of  his visitor.

Speaking to The Auroran, Martin 
said pensions are a Federal-Provincial 
program and something that has been 
“left to fester” over the last two decades. 
In talks with Ontario’s then-finance 
minister, Ernie Eves, Mr. Martin said he 
said something had to be done about it. 

“The Minister said yes, and they 
responded that this was part of  nation-
building,” said Mr. Martin. “It is beyond 
belief  to me that when Kathleen Wynne 
and other provincial premiers said we 
want to deal with the Canada Pension 
Plan and enhance it, the Federal 
government said no. In terms of  nation-
building, the Federal Government 
simply turned its back on the country. It 
is just really unacceptable. 

“What Kathleen Wynne has come up 
with is the Ontario Plan, which is really 
a superb plan prepared by some of  the 
best minds in the country. As she has 
said, it is unfortunate that the Federal 
government would not go along with 
enhancing the Federal Pension Plan, 
but what she has done, which no other 
province has done, is recognize that 
people today are looking to a retirement 
on an insufficient amount of  money and 
that it is not fair that somebody should 
work all their life and then not have a 
decent retirement. Kathleen Wynne has 
come up with a program that will make 
it work.”

Mr. Martin then set his sights on 
criticism levelled on the plan by PC 
leader Tim Hudak.

“Hudak has said this is a tax; it 
is not a tax,” said Martin. “It is an 
investment in your future, just the same 
way OMERS and any other pension 
fund is an investment in your future. 
To say it is a tax is to say mutual funds 
are a tax. They are not. For him not to 
recognize that just shows a basic lack of  
understanding of  what pensions are all 
about. 

“The second thing is the amount of  
confidence it gives to the economy. This 
is going to strengthen the economy.”

PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE  
JANE TWINNEY

Progressive Conservative candidate 
Jane Twinney, however, thinks 
otherwise and says she agrees with Mr. 
Hudak. Citing an announcement from 
Magna International last month that 
further expansion in Ontario was not 
on the horizon, she cites this “pension 
tax” as a contributing factor, along with 
rising hydro rates. 

“I get CPP taken off, which is fine, it 
gets put away, but I have my own RRSP, 
which I am investing for my retirement 
and I don’t need to have another amount 
taken off  my personal paycheque, 
which will reduce my paycheque and 
my disposable income when I am 
already saving,” says Ms. Twinney. “If  
something, God forbid, happens to me, 
the money I put away is no longer going 
to be going to my family as well. The 
Canadian Association of  Independent 
Businesses stated that this payroll tax 
would cost 160,000 jobs in Ontario. This 

is something that is of  grave concern to 
myself, and is of  concern to the people 
who are struggling to make ends meet 
with the money they have at the end of  
the day in their paycheque.

“People perhaps are thinking, ‘Oh, 
good, maybe there will be more money 
to help us get by,’ but the seniors aren’t 
going to benefit from this plan at all. 
Obviously the fund would have to be 
started, have to be managed, there will 
be more bureaucrats who have to take 
care of  all this and it is just not the right 
direction to go.”

From her perspective, a better 
solution is the PC’s plan proposing a 10 
per cent reduction in income tax. That, 
she said, would help “everybody right 
now” and not just “a selected few.”

That will make sure there is more 
money at the end of  the day in people’s 
pockets, there will be more disposable 
income for them to spend, which will 
help the economy, make ends meet, and 
have a better life.”

NDP CANDIDATE ANGUS DUFF
The NDP, on the other hand, have 

been “firmly committed” to providing 
services to pensioners and all 
Ontarians, but candidate Angus Duff  
says the Liberals can’t be trusted with 
delivering.

“The Liberals can’t manage the 
pensions they have,” said Mr. Duff. 
“They are currently trying to make up 
the $500 million shortfall in the OPG 
pension in order to be [able to] pay 
out rich pensions there, and now the 
Liberals say they can manage everyone 
else’s pension. 

“This is ludicrous and mean, playing 
on those who are struggling in our 
society. The NDP has a very simple 
approach instead, let’s help those 
who are struggling rather than create 
another financial fiasco.”

GREEN PARTY CANDIDATE  
ANDREW ROBLIN

For the Green Party of  Ontario, 
Ottawa should be the catalyst for 
pension reform with help from the 
other provinces. A new form of  the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement would 
also be implemented in Ontario by the 
Green Party. 

“This would greatly address the 
issues low-income seniors face,” says 
Green candidate Andrew Roblin. “It 
would provide a top-up to those making 
below the low-income cut-off. This will 
provide for an improved quality of  life 
for our seniors. Additionally, our policy 
on retrofitting homes to save energy 
would also help seniors who own their 
own homes for the things they enjoy 
the most. A side benefit of  the retrofit 
program would also assist in the health 
and well-being of  seniors who suffer 
when dealing with extreme temperature 
changes. Having energy-efficient homes 
makes it easier to maintain a more 
consistent temperature environment. 

CANADIANS’ CHOICE PARTY’S  
DORIAN BAXTER

Mr. Baxter says he believes Ontarians 
can do better than a new Ontario 
Retirement Pension Plan (ORPP) and 
has “serious misgivings” about the plan. 
If  the Federal Government “lived up” 
to equalization payments to Ontario, it 
might be a more feasible solution, he 

AnnuAl 
GenerAl MeetinG

Presentation of 2013 Audited Financial 
Statements & Year End Review 

All Welcome 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

7 pm 

22 Church Street, Aurora, ON L4G 1G4 
Tel: 905-713-1818

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca
Fully accessible building

enter at north doors

Ontarians would be better off 
with lower income tax: Twinney

Employment lands might not 
go to pot – at least for a year

By Brock Weir

Significant growth in Canada’s 
medical marijuana industry has given 
Aurora Council some food for thought 
this week as they discuss possible 
locations and prohibitions for legal 
medical marijuana grow ops. 

Councillors are due to discuss a 
recommendation this week to prohibit 
the use of  Aurora’s employment lands 
for medical marijuana facilities for 
at least one year as the Town scopes 
out the best possible locations for any 
future applicants that might come 
forward. 

“The location for Marihuana 
for Medical Production Facilities 
(MMPFs) in industrial zones has 
been a challenge for numerous 
municipalities since the new 

Marihuana for Medical Purposes 
Regulations came into effect,” said 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  
Planning, in a report before Council 
this week. “Several municipalities 
have passed zoning bylaw amendments 
to regulate MMPFs by restricting 
them to certain zones and requiring 
appropriate setbacks to residential 
zones or sensitive areas.”

The Planning Act allows 
municipalities like Aurora to restrict 
lands for up to a year for a complete 
study to be done. A potential sticking 
point, however, could come with this 
restriction in the future. If  Council 
passes a bylaw restricting this use, 
they would then be prohibited from 
putting barriers on the use of  the 
employment lands for any other 
purposes for up to three years.

argues. 
“Presently, out of  7.5 million 

employable Ontarians, around 
570,000 are unemployed,” he said. 
Approximately 45 per cent of  6.9 million 
Ontarians make less than $25,000. 
Those who make less than $25,000 are 
usually employed by low-paying jobs in 
service sectors and their employers are 
reluctant to pay the additional 1.9 per 
cent that it would cost these businesses 
given that they are already struggling 
with payments of  up to $1.5 billion each 
year.

“By implementing ORPP, we have 
to remove about $11 billion from out 
of  the pockets of  the employees and 
employers and this will no longer be 
in the circulation and could therefore 
result in further stagnation of  the 
Ontario economy.  This does not even 
take into consideration the additional 
costs associated with the bureaucracy, 
administration, money and fund 
managing costs.”
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summer camp
CDS

Register Online Today!  
www.cds.on.ca/summercamp

T 905.833.1220 x652
E summercamp@cds.on.ca

13415 Dufferin Street in King

Six weekS of programS  
for children ageS 6-14
June 16 - July 25, 2014

HigH-level 
spORTs pROgRams:

Multi-Sport (ages 6-14)
Basketball, Soccer, Tennis (ages 8-14) 

specialTy pROgRams:
Robotics, Drama (ages 9-14)

LIT (completed Grade 9 to age 17)

daily lunch provided  
weekly swim included  

Before and 
after-care available

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

WELLINGTON Aurora

YO
NG

E 
ST

. N

ST. JOHN SIDEROAD

SCAN AND 
WATCH 

OUR VIDEO

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS

www.highlandgm.com

SERVING AURORA & NEWMARKET FOR OVER 40 YEARS • “IT’S OUR PEOPLE THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE”

Lisa Campbell
Business Manager

Frank Britt
3 Years

Sales & Leasing

Brandon Peluso
3 Years 

Sales & Leasing

Margaret Hardwick
Sales & Leasing

Humphrey Stephen
3 Years 

Sales & Leasing

Michael Patterson
Sales & Leasing

Cliff Sifton
40 Years
President

Ron VandeBeek
40 Years

Vice President

Gary Sleep
20 Years • GSM

Highland National Leasing

Jennifer Copley
16 Years

General Sales Manager

Larry O’Hallarn
21 Years

Sales & Leasing

Peter Mosley
21 Years

Sales & Leasing

Johnny MacFadden
8 Years

Sales & Leasing

Garry Allen
8 Years

Sales & Leasing

David Veitch
14 Years

Leasing Manager

Martin Vcislo
 Pre Owned 

Sales Manager

Greg Grant
Sales and Leasing 

Representative

Samantha 
McCormack

Customer Relations

Kevin Ledgister
Sales and Leasing 

Rachel Bolton
Business Manager

PROUD TO HAVE SERVED AURORA AND THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES FOR OVER 50 YEARS

0%
LEASE FINANCING 

FOR UP TO 
36 MONTHS*

0%
PURCHASE 

FINANCING FOR UP 
TO 48 MONTHS**

HIGHLAND GM 

TRUCK MONTH
Chevrolet Truck Month is the best time to get the best deal 

on the all-new 2014 Chevy Silverado with

PLUS
RECEIVE

WITH LEASE OR PURCHASE

Truck Month and your chance to be True North Strong now extended to June 2nd.

THE ALL-NEW SILVERADO.
2014 NORTH AMERICAN
TRUCK OF THE YEAR.

NEW
!

SPRING 
BONUS:

ELIGIBLE OWNERS 
RECEIVE UP TO 

$2,000

THURSDAY, MAY 29
3D Printing Information 

Session: Do you know what 
3D Printing is? Do you know 
how it works? Attend an info 
session to find out more and 
learn how to make awesme 
stuff  at your library! Aurora 
Public Library. Magna Room. 7 
p.m. 905-727-9494 x275. 

* * * * 
The Towns of  York 

Toastmasters Club will 
hold their 45th anniversary 
celebration tonight from 
7 – 10 p.m. at St. Andrew’s 
Valley Golf  Club. Come and 
join the group for an evening 
of  fun, hors d’oeuvres, and, 
yes, speeches. Tickets are $25 
each. Keynote speaker is Ross 
MacKay.

FRIDAY, MAY 30
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre presents The Great 
Artist Piano Series with Jane 
Coop. Tickets are $30 for adults 
or $25 for seniors and students. 
For more info, call 905-713-1818.

SATURDAY, MAY 31
Got a cell phone the size 

of  a shoe? Cardinal Carter’s 
Free The Children Committee 
can help you. Get rid of  all 
that e-clutter, cell phones, 
computers, VCRs and TVs 
today at their annual E-Waste 
Event at the school (210 
Bloomington Road) from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine. 
Proceeds from the event will 
benefit educational programs 
at Rose of  Sharon and laptop 
programs for aboriginal youth. 
For more information, visit 
www.cch.ycdsb.ca. 

* * * * 
George Street Public School 

and Aurora Senior Public 
School invite you to their 
annual Spring Fair today from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Featuring bake 
sales, raffle baskets, inflatable 
games, face and nail painting, 
and talent contests, cash 
donations will be accepted for 
the purchase of  prizes. For 
more information, email lisa.
sproul@yrdsb.edu.on.ca.

* * * * 
The Aurora Farmers’ 

Market once again opens today 
on Wells Street from 8 a.m. to 
1p.m. Beginning at 10 a.m., 
head over for “Stories under 
the Tent” led by the Aurora 
Public Library and also learn 
about new initiatives going on 
at the APL.

TUESDAY, JUNE 10
The Aurora Cultural 

Centre, 22 Church Street, 
presents our annual “We’ll 
Meet Again Community 
Sing-Along,” with the Aurora 

Silver Star Singers. All 
welcome! Free admission and 
light refreshments; 2 p.m. 
– 3.30 p.m. Fully accessible 
building.  905-713-1818; www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

THURSDAY, JUNE 5
HRH Prince Andrew, Duke 

of  York, will be in the area 
to celebrate the awarding of  
five new battle honours to 
the Queen’s York Rangers, as 
well as to formally unveil a 
commemorative plaque which 
will take pride of  place at 
Aurora’s Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Park. While the Aurora 
event, which takes place at 
Oakview Terrace, is open to 
ticketholders, public events 
will take place in Toronto 
with a parade at Old Fort York 
beginning at 4 p.m.

* * * * 
Local youth are invited 

to come and interact with 
local candidates and become 
engaged in the election this 
evening at Valley View Alliance 
Church in Newmarket from 7 – 
9 p.m. Candidates running to 
be Newmarket-Aurora’s next 
MPP will be in attendance to 
answer your questions, as will 
candidates in the upcoming 
municipal election. For more 
information, contact Tim 
Greenwood at tgreenwood@
jvstoronto.org. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
Christ Lutheran Church 

on Wellington Street Wet will 
hold its annual garage sale 
today from 8 – 12 noon. All are 
welcome.

* * * * 
The Aurora United Church 

presents Opera Nella Chiesa, 
an evening of  familiar opera 
arias and songs, tonight at 7.30 
p.m. Featuring soprano Laura 
Albino, tenor Adam Luther, 
and pianist Rachel Andrist – 
along with the Aurora United 
Church Choir and Embelished 
Handbell Quartet – the event 
will be held at Trinity Anglican 
Church (79 Victoria Street). 
No tickets – donations will 
be taken at the door, and all 
proceeds will benefit Aurora 
United Church’s Rebuilding 
and General Funds. 

JUNE 13 – 15
The Oak Ridges Fair will 

once again take over the Dr. 
Bette Stephenson Learning 
Centre this Father’s Day 
Weekend. What better way 
than to treat dad to a fair? 
Lots of  fun and excitement 
takes place at this Family 
Fair, such as Family Friday 
movie nights, a midway, live 
entertainment and music, 
roaming performers, food 

vendors, community groups 
and more! Admission is free 
(June 13 from 6 – 10 p.m., June 
14 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and 
June 15 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Dr. Bette Stephenson 
Learning Centre is located 
at 36 Regatta Avenue. For 
more information, including 
volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.oakridgesfair.ca. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
MERLIN’S HOLLOW: 

Dierdre and David Tomlinson 
will throw open the doors of  
their beautiful gardens today 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Now in 
its 33rd season, it is a favourite 
destination for naturalists 
and gardening enthusiasts. 
Merlin’s Hollow is located at 
181 Centre Crescent, just off  
Centre Street near Industrial 
Parkway.

* * * * 
Cardinal Carter Catholic 

High School will hold their 
25th anniversary reunion 
today. Registration begins at 
10 a.m. with grad memories, 
a student art show, and a 
“Meet the Staff” event at 11 
a.m. This will be followed by 
a Eucharistic Celebration led 
by Father Joe Gorman and 
the student choir. Opening 
ceremonies get underway at 
12.30 and the celebrations will 
be capped with a pub night at 
6 p.m. For more information, 
visit cch.ycdsb.ca/Reunion25.

THURSDAY, JUNE 19
Portraits of  Giving, the 

fifth annual photo exhibition 
highlighting people who give 
back to their community, will 
host their opening reception 
at Upper Canada Mall this 
evening from 7 – 8.30 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 and all proceeds 
will benefit the Character 
Community Foundation of  
York Region. 10 people will be 
honoured from across York 
Region, including Tim Jones 
and Marc Neeb of  Aurora. For 
more information, and tickets, 
visit portraitsofgiving2014.
eventbrite.ca.

FRIDAY, JUNE 25
Garden Aurora! The Ruby-

throated hummingbird is one 
of  the smallest birds in the 
world and yet it is a champion 
acrobat and long-distance 
flyer. Join Kristen Martyn 
and the Aurora Garden & 
Horticultural Society for 
“Hummingbirds: Nature’s 
Miracle.” The meeting will 
be held at the Royal Canadian 
Legion (105 Industrial 
Parkway North) at 8 p.m. For 
more information, visit www.
gardenaurora.com or call 905-
713-6660.

COMING EVENTS
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Advertise in 
The Auroran 
CLASSIFIEDS

CALL  
905-727-3300

TODAY

FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EXPERIENCED MEAT 
CUTTERS and LA-
BOURERS wanted. 
Cutting and deboning 
poultry products an as-
set. Labourers $11-$14/hr. 
Butchers with minimum 
two years experience $16/
hr. Apply to Abate Pack-
ers Ltd by email at: jobs@
abatepackers.com or by 
fax to 519-848-2793. 

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

SUCCESSFUL 
GRAPHIC ARTS

company, looking for a motivated self  
starter, position in Newmarket 
area, must be able to multi-task, 
project co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must be highly 
organized and able to manage fast 
paced environment. Recent post sec-
ondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to
  

joe@graphicartsmag.com

Deadline: FRIDAY 4 pm week prior to publication.        905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

BUSINESS SERVICES

NOTICE OF LIEN

RENTAL NEEDED

CARRIERS
THE AURORAN Newspaper

Has these openings
D-19 Fairway Dr, Elden Cres, Glenview Dr, Banbury   
 Cres, Brookland Ave Total 98 houses
G-8 Tamarac Trail, Ardil Cres, Underhill Cres  
 89 houses
G-9 Tamarac Trail, Albery Cres, Milgate Pl  
 96 houses
D-3          Sisman Avenue, Cady Court, Lensmith Drive  
 93 houses
A-17        Aurora Heights Drive, Delayne Drive, Falan Heights Cres 
 cent, Laurwood Court    152 houses
A-14        Orchard Heights Blvd., Devins Drive, Banff Drive                 
                114 houses
A-15        Laurentide Ave., Illingworth Crt., Bigwin Dr., Ottawa Crt.,    
                Cabot Crt., Aurora Heights Dr.                 119 houses
A-3          Sisman Ave., Lensmith Dr., Cady Crt        97 houses

 

 

We are hosting our Annual Job Fair for Year-around Landscapers.  

If you are interested please come to our Job Fair, bring your current resume , 
your SIN and come prepared for an onsite interview. 

Date: June 2, 2014 
Time: 10:00AM to 1:30PM 

Location: 52 Proctor Road, Schomberg 
 

**You must have your own transportation** 
 

JOB FAIR 
  

THE PERSONAL PROP-
ERTY, AND HOUSE-
HOLD GOODS, and con-
tents of  the following rental 
spaces will be sold for cash 
or otherwise disposed of  
to satisfy rental liens for 
unpaid rent in accordance 
with the Ontario Statutes 
Chapter R25 and our lease 
agreement on June 6th, 
2014 at 10:00 a.m. sharp, at 
Northern Self  Storage, 122 
Bales Drive East, Newmar-
ket L3Y 4X1 – 2 units – TAN-
YA JANSEN

THE FIRST FRENCH 
CHILD CARE CEN-
TRE IN AURORA –  
Preschool Petit Ba-
teau, situated inside the 
French elementary catho-
lic school, St. Jean French 
Elementary Catholic 
School, in Aurora is look-
ing for a highly motivated 
ECE (early childhood ed-
ucator). Must be fluent in 
French language. St. Jean 
Elementary is looking for 
lunch supervisors (fluent 
in French)  Tel. (905)727-
0131. Please respond to: 
petit.bateau@sympatico.
ca or info@preschool-
petitbateau.com

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT BULK BARN FOODS LIMITED
New Corporate Offices located at 

Wellington & Hwy 404, Aurora

• Insurance Co-Ordinator
• Sign Co-Ordinator
• Planning Co-Ordinator, Store Development
• Project Manager, Store Development
• Project Manager, Information Technology
• Accountant, Corporate Stores
• Senior Accountant
• Executive Assistant
• Assembler, Distribution Centre
• Store Merchandiser
• Media Planner
• Custodian

Check our website at www.bulkbarn.ca for full 
details regarding these positions.

Please email your resume, including salary 
expectations, to corporatejobs@bulkbarn.ca. 
No telephone calls, please.

Canada’s largest bulk food retailer and more …

June 17 – 20
4 Days

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
MIG Welders - $15.35/hr. 
Days & Afternoons
Assemblers - $13.25/hr. 
Days & Afternoons
Millwright - Woodbridge $25.00/hr.
Office Manager - Mississauga - $60K
Production Planner/ Scheduler - 
SAP a must
Customer Service / Reception - Keele 
St. & 401 area
Water Softener Installers
Water Purification Positions
(Weston)

- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales
Certified Forklift Operators
General Labour
DZ Driver - Southern Ont., 
flexible shifts
Plumber, Licenced or Apprentice
Caledon Location, immediate start

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

Both congregations are expected to 
approve a new plan this week which will 
see Trinity use their regular worship 
space for their traditional 9 a.m. service, 
while turning over the space to AUC for 
an 11 a.m. worship. Trinity parishioners 
will then be welcomed to the adjacent 
chapel, the original Trinity, for their 
respective Anglican service at 11.15. 

This is an arrangement which is 
expected to be in place for a year, with 
options to renew in years ahead until 
the newly rebuilt AUC is established. 

It is not a decision that either was 
able to make lightly. Both had to 
weigh the opinions of  their respective 
congregations. Both needed to evaluate 
the needs of  the community groups that 
call each parish home, and a review of  
the space required to accommodate 
everyone was an inevitable necessity.

While there are, of  course, growing 
pains experienced by everyone, it is a 
journey that both parties seem eager to 
continue together. 

For Davis, when they began working 
together, there was a shared sense that 
both churches were in the midst of  an 
“important moment. 

“Things weren’t going to go back 
to the same,” she says, noting that the 
offer to move forward together was 
framed as an opportunity, but having to 
strike just the right balance in working 
with a community which was still in 
grief. “We did this back and forth thing 
and then it was really clear that we both 
wanted to take a journey together.”

For Comar, it was a test, but one from 
which he believed they would emerge 
with strength.

“Relationships are strengthened, 

new relationships are made, and when 
we came to their congregation a few 
weeks ago, no matter how long this 
relationship lasts of  us being here, 
whenever we go our separate ways, we 
will never be the same as we were prior 
to April 11,” he said. “You are changed 
by this experience and you do move on 
knowing that you have all these new 
things in your life and we are not the 
same people we were.”

But, who were these people? Although 
they had worked together frequently 
– and very effectively – on outreach 
programs, and despite being neighbours 
for nearly a sesquicentennial, there 
were many aspects of  each faith that 
were unfamiliar to one another, and 
many questions unasked. 

In this situation, however, there 
was no point in beating around the 
proverbial bush and the results appear 
to have surprised both.

“It was something to overcome 
thinking there was more to overcome 
than there really was,” says Martin. 
“Whether we like it or not, we all have 
images in our head of  what each person 
is like. But, when you actually see them 
and see them in front of  you, [you 
learn]. 

“As we kept going along with each 
other, there was less and less to step 
over. It was more of, okay, we can 
respect that, and it is more inviting to 
ask questions like how you do things 
instead of  thinking, ‘that’s what they 
do. Don’t question it.’”

Adds Davis: “Once you start sharing, 
it is all about the incredible blessings 
you receive from sharing. You can talk 
about it, but to live it has been amazing. 
I keep thinking that they are grateful 

that they have a place, but I keep 
hearing from our people how grateful 
they are that this is happening to us. 
It is making us question things we are 
taking for granted. It is making us make 
choices that are 
much more clear 
and expedient 
and effective 
for our church. 
There are a lot of  
great things that 
are happening 
because of  us. 

“I think you get 
so busy in your 
s e p a r a t e n e s s 
and trying to 
maintain your 
s e p a r a t e n e s s . 
One of  the huge 
learnings is that 
coming together 
has allowed us 
to share our 
resources and 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
[where we] didn’t 
have enough time 
to get to know 
each other. Now, 
we have the time 
to get to know 
each other.”

Now that they 
have the time to 
get to know each 
other, they are 
quite pleased 
with the results. 

“We now say 
our new best 
friends are Dawn 

and Ian, because we have been together 
and realised quickly we are pretty good 
together and that is pretty unique,” 
says Newton-Comar. “Let’s face it, we 
are a really good mix of  people.”

HANDYMAN WANT-
ED with some plumbing, 
fencing, mechanical and/
or landscaping experience 
required. Part-time or full 
time available located on 
90 acre equestrian farm 
in Aurora/King area.  Call 
416 508-6170   

RETIRED COUPLE 
(Professonals) requires 
Rental  Residence in Au-
rora,  - 2/3 Bdrm. Bunga-
low, Apt.  (A/C, no steps). 
Non-smokers, Non-drink-
ers, No pets.  (905) 503-
1893.

Journey has made groups break down “seperateness”
From page 3
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By Brock Weir

Governance issues surrounding the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market are due to get 
an airing at Council this week after a 
long-simmering disagreement between 
some involved with the Market spilled 
off  of  Wells Street and into the Council 
chamber recently. 

At a Council meeting earlier this 
month, long-time Farmers’ Market 
vendor David Heard came forward to 
express concerns he had over feeling 
he was being “pushed out” of  the 
Farmers’ Market after eight years. 
The conflict between himself  and 
the Farmers’ Market board, he said, 
stemmed from a dispute over the 
location of  his booth. 

Mr. Heard lives with significant 
hearing challenges and proposals this 
year to put his booth within Town Park 
in line with the Band Shell, rather than 
at his customary Wells Street Location, 
would put him in an unsafe situation, 
he argued. 

“This year I have been told I cannot 
be recognized as being in that location, 
safe on the street, and yet my hearing 
challenge has not changed,” Mr. Heard 
told Councillors. “I was talking to 
some executive members on Saturday 
and they told me the Market has 
grown, that the accommodations with 
respect to keeping me safe on the street 
couldn’t be recognized.”

He was offered, 
he said, staff  
volunteers to 
operate his booth 
when the music 
was playing, but 
this wouldn’t fit 
the bill, he said. 

“[They also offered] a prorated fee to 
only set up on regular market days and 
that, to me, is an acknowledgement 
that they know I have a substantial 
hearing challenge,” he said. 

According to Market Chair Anna 
Kroeplin, however, Mr. Heard had 
not responded to correspondence and 
that put a hitch in any further talks. 
Nevertheless, the Farmers’ Market has 
to ensure it meets regulations to have 
51 per cent of  farmers and 49 per cent 
non-food vendors in their location.

“We have not had any artisans on the 
street in a long time with the exception 
of  him in the last years, but we simply 
didn’t have enough room,” she said. 
“We are accommodating the farmers 
and food vendors because now have 48 
vendors as opposed to 2011 when we 
only had 36. Again, all other artists 
have been for the last three or four 
years in the park with the exception of  
Mr. Heard.”

Ms. Kroeplin is delegating to this 
week’s Council meeting in response 
to a motion from Councillor Evelyn 
Buck calling for a “review [of  the] 
Farmers’ Market bylaw to ensure 
vendor representation, with a view of  
achieving problem-free management 
and efficient communication practice…
in sufficient time for elections to be 
held and an executive in place for the 
current market season.”
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Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Were it not for King 
Louis XIV, we might not 
be enjoying strawberries 
today. 

He was the first to take 
up serious cultivation of  
this mouthwatering fruit 
in the 1600s. Although 
sporadic attempts began 
in the 1300s in home 
gardens and on a grander 
scale by King Charles V, who adorned 
his Parisian gardens at the Louvre with 
them in 1368, King Louis XIV really got 
the ball rolling.

By 1560, English ladies were 
enjoying strawberries and cream from 
strawberries planted in their own 
gardens. Meanwhile, North American 
natives were cultivating a wild 
strawberry that was superior in size 
and flavor to the European variety. 

In fact, the Native Americans 
introduced the Colonists to their baked 
bread made of  cornmeal and crushed 
strawberries. The Colonists then 
applied their English baking skills and 
created their own version, strawberry 
shortcake.

Imagine how different things could 
have been if  12th Century abbess, Saint 
Hildegard von Binger had succeeded in 
her scare tactics. Because strawberries 
grow along the ground, she spread fear 
of  the dangers posed by snakes and 
toads crawling over them. For several 
years, the Europeans adopted this 
belief  and swore off  eating the berries.

Strawberry Legend and Facts
Since ancient Roman times, 

strawberries have been used to alleviate 
inflammation, fever, kidney stones, bad 
breath, gout and a wide variety of  other 
ailments. But that is just the tip of  the 
iceberg.

Strawberries are nutritional 
powerhouses. They are one of  the most 
popular, refreshing and healthy treats 
on the planet. They are rich in essential 
nutrients: Vitamin C, potassium, folic 
acid and fiber. Just one cup of  fresh 
strawberries contains 160% of  your 
daily Vitamin C needs.

They also contain powerful 
antioxidants which are shown to help 
protect against certain types of  cancer. 
The benefits of  consuming all kinds 
of  fruits and vegetables including 
strawberries are infinite. They have 
a positive effect on heart disease, 
diabetes, strokes, high blood pressure, 
allergies, asthma, constipation, 
depression, healthy skin and hair, 
increased energy, lower weight and a 
general extension of  life.

Frozen are just as good
Strawberries maintain their 

nutritional values when frozen which 
means we can enjoy them year round. 
Nothing beats fresh, so whenever they 

are available choose those, 
but eat them quickly. Once 
picked, they don’t survive 
long.

Is your mouth watering 
yet?

On June 22, starting at 
Noon, the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre (ASC) is holding 
a Family Picnic and Fun 
Fair for the entire family. 

It will include a picnic, but you need to 
bring your own food. The youngsters 
can enjoy face painting, 3-legged race, 
bocce, table tennis, clown, storytelling, 
tarot cards, raffles and much more. (25 
cents per activity)

The topper is the strawberry 
shortcake and cream dessert with hot 
and cold drinks and a musical comedy 
entertainment for a great low price of  
$2.50 per person.

Juicy peaches alternative
If  you don’t like strawberries, 

you’re sure to enjoy the Niagara Peach 
Festival on August 9. This trip begins 
at Magnotta Winery where you can 
ask all the questions you want during 
this winery experience. You will go 
behind the scenes where grapes from 
the vineyards are crushed and pressed, 
and end with a sampling of  some of  
Magnotta’s world class wines.

Then, it’s on to the Peach Festival 
which includes fife and drum 
procession, live jazz, Celtic, honky-
tonk, and other music. See antique 
steam tractors in a celebration of  
farming history, a classic car display, 
fresh steamed corn on the cob and, of  
course, a peach pie baking contest.

More information is available at the 
ASC Reception Desk.

Bocce Ball
Nutrition is good, but you need 

to exercise, too. Bocce is the perfect 
solution because it’s suited to seniors. 
If  you can push a mop, you can push 
a ball down the court. It’s that easy. 
Besides, you are sure to have a great 
time just mingling with the other 
players. You don’t even need to know 
how to play. Someone will be glad to 
show you the simple rules. If  playing 
this game interests you, sign up on 
the appropriate sheets pinned to the 
bulletin board in the lobby. 

Election Results
The Centre recently held its 2014-

2015 ASA Board of  Directors elections. 
Congratulations to Frank Leone, Jim 
Abram and Jan Freedman on being 
chosen to serve a three-year term on 
the ASA Board.

For more information on the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-
726-4767 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

Praise the King! 
(Louis XIV, that is)

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Governance of Farmers’ Market 
to be examined by Council

Got a cell phone  

the size of a shoe? 

Cardinal Carter’s Free The 

Children Committee can 

help you. Get rid of all 

that e-clutter, cell phones, 

computers, VCRs and 

TVs today at their annual 

E-Waste Event at the 

school (210 Bloomington 

Road) on Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 

rain or shine. Proceeds 

from the event will benefit 

educational programs at 

Rose of Sharon and laptop 

programs for 

 Aboriginal youth.



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 29, 2014Page  28

Proud to have been helping 
Aurora residents with  

their real estate needs  
for 22 Years.


