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Beverley Varcoe   905-727-3154

Highly Qualified to Handle Your 
Real Estate Needs with 

Over 25 years of Award Winning service!

Your Community Realty, Aurora 
www.beverleyvarcoe.com

BROKER, CRES, SRES 
Market Value Appraiser

www.beverleyvarcoe.com

Call for a SELLER or BUYER package 905.726.4349

    Windows
    Doors 
    Enclosures

240 Industrial Parkway, Aurora    

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH
Please Join Us... 

For Our Sunday Morning Service  
at Trinity Anglican Church 

Every Sunday 
at 11am until August 31

(79 Victoria Street, Aurora)

Continued on page 15Continued on page 23

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

75 Mary Street, Aurora
905-713-2317

213-225 The Queensway South 
Unit 4, Keswick 

905-535-2317

Receive a FREE 
“Total Package” 

with the purchase of 
selected models, 

a $400 value. 
See in-store for Details.

We Are Proud to Introudce Our NEW LINE  of 

Gourmet 
BBQ GRILLS 

The Aurora Farmers’ Market 
opened with a reel-y good time 
on Saturday with Highland danc-
ing. For more in the inaugural day 
of the new season, please see 
Page 10. 
 Auroran photo by David Falconer

By Brock Weir 
The race is on. 
After NDP leader Andrea Horwath announced Thursday her 

party would not be supporting the Liberal Government’s budget 
on Thursday, Premier Kathleen Wynne went to Lieutenant-
Governor David Onley to call a general election for Thursday, 
June 12. 

At press time, there are three confirmed candidates vying for 
your vote. Councillor Chris Ballard of  Aurora will be carrying 
the Ontario Liberal banner in the race, while Newmarket’s 
Councillor Jane Twinney will pick up where veteran MPP Frank 
Klees leaves off  as the Progressive Conservative candidate.

Perennial candidate Dorian Baxter will run as a member of  
the Canadians’ Choice Party, an umbrella party for otherwise 

independent candidates but the NDP and Green Party have yet 
to fill their spots. 

The election leaves the two Councillors in the unique situation 
of  sitting on their respective municipal councils while seeking 
the provincial job. Both are expected to take unpaid leaves of  
absences for the duration of  the race. 

“When you are working on a campaign, you want to focus 
on that,” said Ms. Twinney, made her intentions known at 
Newmarket Council on Monday night.

Mr. Ballard was expected to receive the green light from 
Aurora on Tuesday evening. 

“I can say there are a number of  important issues I am 
concerned about as a Councillor, and ensure those move along, 

Continued on page 23

Final day in Legislature was 
“bittersweet” for long time MPP

By Brock Weir

While the race is heating up on who will be Newmarket-
Aurora’s next Member of  Provincial Parliament, a 19-year career 
in the Legislature is winding down for Frank Klees.

Mr. Klees, who announced this winter he would not be seeking 
re-election made his final speech at Queen’s Park on Thursday to 
mark the inaugural First Responders Day. 

It was a “bittersweet” time for Mr. Klees, but a fitting one, as 
he was one of  the leading voices in a day of  commemoration in 
honour of  police, firefighters, and EMS across the province. 

Celebrations got underway the night before at a special dinner 
in Toronto, before the time of  celebration and reflection made its 
way to Queen’s Park.

“I have to say how gratifying it was that the last day the 
house was sitting, I had the opportunity to celebrate with my 
colleagues First Responders Day in the Legislature and to have 
the opportunity to stand in there with First Responders as my last 

GETTING IN THE GROOVE: “Dolly Bollywood” (Dolly Bhatia-Frolic) brings children, 
along with York Regional Police Chief Eric Jolliffe, Minister of Tourism and Culture 
Michael Chan, and York Regional Police Services Board Vice-Chair Barbara Bart-
lett up on stage to bust a few Bollywood moves at the YRP’s Aurora headquar-
ters on Saturday. Approximately 200 people came to the Don Hillock Drive build-
ing to mark Asian Heritage Month and pay tribute to the 100th anniversary of the 
Komagata Maru. For more, please see Page 13.       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora, Newmarket Councillors in Provincial race  
take leaves of absence ahead of June 12 election      

Native women share perspectives 
in landmark exhibition

By Brock Weir

As a Metis woman, Nathalie Bertin didn’t discover her 
Aboriginal heritage until she was in her mid-20s. 

In Ontario and Quebec, she says, assimilation happened much 
earlier than it did in Western Canada and there are many families 
who might not even know they have native blood. This was not the 
case with Ms. Bertin. 

Her parents knew of  their heritage but, with three children 
growing up in Toronto, they were reluctant to say anything due 
to negative images of  Canada’s Aboriginal peoples which were 
pervasive at the time. But, eventually, their heritage came to light.

“A light goes on and you understand certain things in life,” says 
Ms. Bertin of  discovering her roots as an adult. “Quite frankly, I 
feel ripped off  about it and I feel like I have spent the last 20 years 
catching up because there is so much to learn. There is a lot of  
beauty in the culture.”

This is a beauty the Newmarket-based artist has tried to share 
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Total Health Seminar Series

Do you exhibit physical health problems such as coughing, wheezing, watery eyes 
or a constant runny nose? You could suffer from sensitivities or intolerances to food, 
environmental substances or chemicals. Learn more about what triggers these intolerances 
and sensitivities at the Total Health Seminar Series on Wednesday, May 21. To register, 
please call 905-726-4764. 

Club Aurora Annual Golf Classic

Register today for Club Aurora Fitness Centre’s 13th annual Golf Classic event on 
Wednesday, June 18 at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Club. Cost to participate is $110 per 
person which includes lunch, dinner and power carts. 

To register, please visit the reception desk at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
and reference the program code 35684. Registration deadline is Saturday, May 31. 

For more information, please contact Wayne De Ryck or Diana Dawson at 905-726-4764.

Dinner and a Movie 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs  (Rated G)

Where:  Aurora Public Library
 
When: Saturday, May 10  7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds
 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.  
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

REMINDERS
Yard Waste Pick-Up 

Residents are reminded that yard waste collection 
has resumed.  

You are asked to bundle branches and place them 
curbside on the alternating week of garbage 
collection with your recycling and green bin.  

Bundling guidelines are available on page 17 of the Town’s 2014 Waste 
Management Guide and Recycling Calendar or at www.aurora.ca/yardwaste

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, May 8 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee Cancelled
Thursday, May 8 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Monday, May 12 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 13 7 p.m. Joint Council Committee
Thursday, May 15 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, May 16 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Tuesday, May 20 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, May 21 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library Board

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Temporary Road Closure – Leslie Street  

Residents are advised that Leslie Street will be closed to traffic 
between Vandorf Sideroad and Bloomington Road from Monday, 
May 12 to Sunday, August 31, for road resurfacing and culvert 
rehabilitation. Access to local traffic will be maintained.

Notice of Subdivision Assumption  

On April 22, The Town of Aurora assumed the Spring Farm 
Subdivision, Phase Two, from Minto Communities as per 
registration plan 65M-3979. 

The following streets have been accepted by Public Works: 
Collingwood Court, Hogaboom Avenue, Ivy Jay Crescent, Kerr 
Lane, Mavrinac Boulevard, Spring Farm Road, Suffolk Avenue 
and Usherwood Street. Please refer to map below.

For more information, please contact Michael Zambri, 
Administrator of Construction Projects, Town of Aurora, at 
905-727-3123 ext. 4380.

Emerald Ash Borer Information Sessions   

The Regional Municipality of York is hosting two information 
sessions to educate residents about the invasive Emerald Ash 
Borer beetle and how their properties may be affected. 

For: Urban residents
Date: Wednesday, May 14
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Location:  York Region Administrative Centre, Seminar Room 
 17250 Yonge Street, Town of Newmarket

For: Woodlot owners/rural residents
Date: Tuesday, June 3
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Location: Dr. William Laceby Nobleton Arena and 
 Community Centre 
 15 Old King Road, (Nobleton) Township of King

For more information, please visit www.york.ca/EAB

Seasonal Weekend GO Train Service   

GO Transit, a division of Metrolinx, has announced that weekend 
GO Train service along the Barrie GO line will once again be 
provided from Saturday, June 28 to Monday, September 1. 

The schedule includes four daily round trips on Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays. For more information, please visit 
www.gotransit.com/seasonal 

Tourism Stakeholder Meeting

The York Region Arts Council is hosting an information and 
networking session for tourism stakeholders in Aurora to learn 
about the different opportunities available through the Town, 
York Region Arts Council and Central Counties Tourism Marketing 
Support. 

When:  Monday, May 12 9 a.m. to noon

Where:  Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, Holland Room 

Anyone involved with local festivals, arts, culture, sports, culinary 
establishments or other tourism-related industries are encouraged 
to attend. Please contact Jim Kyle, Project Manager of Special 
Projects, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 4345 or 
jkyle@aurora.ca 

Our camps are well-planned, creative and an enthusiastic place for your child to spend their 
summer days. The Town of Aurora’s qualified staff are committed to preparing safe and enjoyable 
programs to ensure all children have a summer filled with friends, fun and laughter!

With more than 30 camps to choose from, your child can spend the summer exploring their 
interests and developing their talents. There is a camp for every child!

•	 Adventure Camp
•	 Aquatic Sport and Fitness 

Camp NEW!
•	 Basketball Camp NEW!
•	 Challenge Plus
•	 Conservation Kids Camp
•	 Emergency 911 Camp
•	 Expressions Art Camp
•	 Fit & Fun

•	 Future Engineers
•	 Junior Chef Cooking Camp
•	 Junior Tennis Camp
•	 Kinder Kamp
•	 LIT, CIT and Youth Day 

Trips
•	 Mad Science Camp NEW!
•	 Playball Camp
•	 Summer Sk8 Camp

•	 Super Sports Camp
•	 Super Swimmers
•	 Technology Camps
•	 Theatre and Dance Camps 

NEW!
•	 Top Chef
•	 Tots of Fun
•	 Wacky Science Adventure 

Camp

•	 Programming for children and youth ages three to 17 years
•	 Swimming, skating and day trips*
•	 A welcoming environment for children with special needs
•	 Staff who are fully-certified in Standard First Aid, CPR-C and AODA
•	 Extended-care before and after camp

* Selected camps only. Camp day trips are within a one-hour bus ride from Aurora.

OUR CAMPS INCLUDE:

OUR CAMPS FEATURE:

Call 905-726-4770 or visit www.aurora.ca/summercamps 
for more information.

Town of Aurora
Parks & Recreation Services 
department
100 John West Way
Aurora, Ontario L4G 6J1

Summer Camp 
Open House

Saturday, May 24
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Stronach Aurora  
Recreation Complex

1400 Wellington Street East

Aurora United Church  

Rebuilding Fund 

On April 11 the Aurora United Church was destroyed by a 
devastating fire.  

Those wishing to help with rebuilding efforts can make 
donations at BMO Bank, 15252 Yonge Street, to the
“Aurora United Church Rebuilding Fund,” 
account number: 0303-8976-766. 

The congregation sincerely appreciates any and all support.

Re-locating Community Groups   

Community groups that were affected by the fire that need 
help sharing information with the public are encouraged to 
contact Michael Kemp, Manager of Communications, Town 
of Aurora, at mkemp@aurora.ca or 905-727-3123 ext. 
4238.

Parking Around Trinity Anglican Church   

Generous support has been offered by Trinity Anglican 
Church to invite members of Aurora United to participate in 
Sunday morning service.

To help with the increased parking around Trinity Anglican, 
the Town is making parking available at Aurora Public 
Library and at Town Park. Despite this additional parking, 
there will likely be more cars parking along Metcalfe Street 
and Victoria Street on Sundays. 

The Town would like to thank residents for their patience 
and understanding, as we work to accommodate increased 
parking needs during this temporary situation. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
Flipside Sk8board Park

Flipside Sk8board Park is open for another 
season at the Aurora Community Centre 
parking lot! Drop by to sharpen your 
skateboard skills, learn new tricks and hang 
out with your friends. 

Spring schedule: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays – April 22 to June 26 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays – April 26 to June 29 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca 

Parks Spring Clean-up

Are you looking for your community service volunteer hours to 
graduate from High School? Help us clean-up Aurora this spring 
on the following days and locations:

Saturdays – May 10 and June 7 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Aurora 
Community Centre, Fleury Park and Machell Park

Sundays – May 11 and June 8 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Aurora 
Family Leisure Complex and Lambert Willson Park

To register, please refer to page 42 of the Spring Parks & 
Recreation Guide available at www.aurora.ca/programguide

For further information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca 

The Aurora Public Library

3D Printing Information Session

Do you know what 3D printing is? Do you know how it 
works?  Join us on Monday, May 12 at 7 p.m. at the APL in 
the Magna Room to learn all about 3D printing and how to 
make awesome stuff! Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 275 for 
more information.

Tales from Around the World

Listen, move, sing, answer riddles and drum as storyteller 
June Brown tells ‘Tales from Around the World,’ on Monday, 
May 12 in the Optimist Room of the APL at 7 p.m. This event 
is for children ages four years and older and their families. 
Tickets are available at the Children’s and YA desk for free. 
Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 280 for more information.

Human Rights Panel Discussion

Join us at the APL on Wednesday, May 14 for an 
engaging, grassroots discussion on human rights. As part of 
OneBookOneAurora, panelists will offer a diverse range of 
expertise in various topics including human trafficking, relief 
work in Africa, youth activism and corporate philanthropy. 
This is a free event. Tickets are available at the Adult 
Information desk. Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 275 for 
more information.

Aurora
Teen Idol

Another  exc i t ing  event  b rought  to  you by 

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/canadaday for more information

Auditions take place on
Tuesday, June 17, 2014

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Aurora Community Centre

Final Competition takes place
during the Canada Day festivities on

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Lambert Willson Park

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .eps

Follow us on Twitter
#AuroraEvents2014

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Are you the next
Aurora Teen Idol?

If you are a resident of Aurora and between the ages of 12 and 17, you are eligible to enter the competition!
Open to individual vocalists only

Register by Friday, June 13. Applications are available at Aurora Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex
or online at www.aurora.ca/canadaday
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Briefly

In November 2013, The Town of Aurora closed the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC) for reconstruction for approximately one year. The closure was approved 
by Town Council in order to re-build and enhance existing facilities as well as 
create a new community space for youth. Many of the services that were offered 
at the AFLC have been moved to the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex during 
reconstruction. However, residents are advised that: 

•	Squash courts are operational with limited access to registered members only
•	The arena is open for rentals
•	Public skating is available at the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, 

located at 1400 Wellington Street East

April construction update in brief 
 Gymnasium wall construction and plumbing installation  

   has commenced
 Administration office wall construction is complete 
 Excavation for the new addition has commenced 

Photos of construction progress are shown below.

ARTIST RENDERING

AURORA FAMILY LEISURE COMPLEX
Project Update #6

Stay tuned here for monthly project  
progress updates. 

Call 905-727-3123 or visit our website 
www.aurora.ca/NewAFLC for additional 
information.

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Heroes celebrate heroes at inaugural First 
Responders Day commemorations

By Brock Weir

Brian Hall was just nine when fate set out the 
course of  his life.

It was Christmas Eve and the son of  an alcoholic 
single mother had his life turned upside down 
when his mom, “feeling she couldn’t handle going 
into another year trying to raise a young child” 
attempted to end her life. 

Decades later, Mr. Hall recalls vividly picking 
up the phone and trying to call for an ambulance 
in the days before 911.

“Everything after that will forever be engrained 
in my mind,” says Hall. “It will be engrained in 
my mind forever how well they took care of  my 
mother, how non-judgemental they were of  her. 
They took such great care of  me on the way to the 
hospital with her that I remembered when I got to 
that career decision-making time, it was the first 
thing I thought about that I really wanted to do.”

35 years later, Mr. Hall is now Deputy Chief  of  
York Region EMS. He was on hand Thursday at a 
special celebration honouring York Region first 
responders at the inaugural First Responders Day, 
spearheaded by MPP Frank Klees. 

After being approved by the Ontario Legislature 
last year, the inaugural day included a special 
morning of  celebrations at Queen’s Park, as well 
as at the local level. Here, celebrations shifted to 
the evening where York Region’s EMS, Police, and 
Fire Crews were feted by Mr. Klees and others 
within the community for the work they do for 
them.

It was recognition Hall described as an “awesome 
form of  recognition” but the recognition is not 
something he and his crews strive for.

“There are a lot of  things I have seen that 
deserve appreciation [but] they are a lot of  the 
smaller things that all First Responders do at the 
end of  the day that have made a big difference in 
somebody’s life, even if  it is just an elderly person 
who lives alone and a First Responder comes to 
their house, makes them feel safe, makes them feel 
their needs are being met. It is interesting in our 
line of  work that we can deliver a baby at the start 
of  our shift in the morning and we can pronounce 
somebody dead at the end of  the day.”

Over the course of  his work, Mr. Hall says he is 
reassured every day that he made the right career 
choice after that fateful Christmas Eve when he 
was a child. So far, he has delivered 13 babies in the 
line of  duty, something he describes as “probably 
the best thing you can do”, but he has seen more 
than his fair share of  negative things as well. 

“If  I had to do it again, I would do it in a 
heartbeat.”

In his view, however, First Responders are not 

the true heroes, but the people they help every day, 
such as young children in distress or those who 
might be facing a long-term or terminal illness.

“Those are really the heroes,” he says.
One person who came out on Thursday night 

to honour First Responders might disagree. In 
2009, Tattiana Pancho, an Aurora resident and 
Grade 11 student at Newmarket’s Sacred Heart 
Catholic High School, was spending a great day at 
Wonderland when disaster struck.

After fainting, her father called 911 and after 
paramedics arrived, she was found to be suffering 
from a brain aneurysm. For her, there is no doubt 
in her mind the First Responders are heroes and 
they have inspired her, in turn, to pursue a career 
in nursing.

She set down her thoughts on the “Superheroes” 
that are first responders in an essay, which 
received first prize in a contest run by Mr. Klees.

“Thanks to First Responders, I was able to get to 
the hospital on time, they found out what I had and 
I was rushed to Sick Kids,” she says. “It is really 
exciting to be here with the first responders.”

Adds Tattiana’s mom, Jacqueline Flowers: 
“For a long time, it was hard for Tat to relate to 
the experience because it made her so sad. Now, 
she realises it is more empowering than anything 
because now she has turned 360 from somebody 
who couldn’t walk or talk, to 
being back to being just as 
normal as everyone else. 

“This day means a lot. I 
am the ex-wife of  a police 
officer, so I know exactly 
what they go through. It is 
the recognition they really 
do need to have. It is not 
just from a hero standpoint, 
but just from the standpoint 
that people should know 
who they are and what they 
actually do for us all year 
and all over.”

Another exciting event  
brought to you by

MOVIES IN THE PARK
Victoria Day Long Weekend

Calling all princesses and pirates!

New event!

Saturday, May 17, 2014 – Princess Fun!
Princess activities from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Feature movie at dusk “Tangled” (PG)
Enjoy activities including a bouncy castle, craft making, princess-
themed games including a tiara toss and a few surprises! Come 
dressed as your favourite princess for the chance to win a prize! 

Sunday, May 18, 2014 – Pirate Adventure
Pirate activities from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Feature movie at dusk “Hook” (PG 13)
Enjoy activities including a treasure hunt, craft making, 
pirate-themed games including a captain hook toss and a few 
surprises! Come dressed as your favourite pirate for the chance 
to win a prize!

Location:
Ada Johnson Park (60 Hartwell Way)
Food vendors on site (nominal fees apply)

Call 905-726-4762 or visit  
www.aurora.ca/moviesinthepark 

for more information

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel,  
amend or change activities.

Follow us on Twitter
#AuroraEvents2014
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RECOVERY CENTRE TO HOST ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE
Freedom From Addiction, the addiction recovery centre on Victoria 

Street near Wellington Street East, is set to mark its anniversary next 
month and will hold an open house to allow local business people, as 
well as those working in the legal, health and government sectors to 
visit the centre and learn more about its operations. Team members 
will speak during the June 7 event about their alcohol and drug 
addiction programs, and there will also be opportunities to see future 
projects they plan on launching. Freedom provides treatment for 
alcohol and drug abuse, including prescription medications, detox 
programs, therapy, and intervention assistance. Notably, they also 
have programs to help patients detox from methadone and suboxone. 
For more information, visit www.freedomfromaddiction.ca. The June 
7 open house runs from 12 noon to 3 p.m.

EMERALD ASH BORER 
Residents concerned about the Emerald Ash Borer are invited to 

attend a public information session on how the invasive species affects 
the trees on your property, what you can do to protect your ash trees, 
and further resources available to lend a helping hand. The meeting 
will take place next Wednesday, May 14, from 7 – 9 p.m. in the seminar 
room of  the Regional Municipality of  York Administrative Centre 
(17250 Yonge Street, Newmarket). To register, call 905-895-1207 x73119.

ROAD CLOSURE
Leslie Street will be closed to through traffic between Vandorf  

Sideroad and Bloomington Road beginning Monday, May 12 until 
August 31 for road resurfacing and other service measures. Access to 
local traffic will be maintained. 

The essay of Grade 11 student Tattiana Pancho, centre, with her mother Jacqueline  
Flowers and Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees, was honoured at local First Responders 
Day celebrations held at Boston Pizza in Newmarket on Thursday. The Aurora student suf-
fered a brain aneurysm in 2009 and her words paid tribute to the “Heroes” who saved her life. 
Below: Southlake nurse and yoga instructor Nicole Taylor has been instrumental in local ini-
tiatives to honour First Responders and combat PTSD.           Auroran photo by David Falconer
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If  you are fortunate enough to have a 
job that provides you with a few laughs 
during the day, you’ve already won half  
the battle. The odd laugh might make 
the workday go by just a little bit faster, 
make the tedious a little less tedious, or 
the overwhelming just a little bit lighter. 

Sometimes, no matter how much one 
enjoys one’s job, it is best to leave the 
laugh-making and merriment up to the 
professionals.

This particular job is not your 
standard 9 to 5, Monday to Friday affair. 
In this line of  work, particularly in 
Aurora, the real action, machinations and fun typically 
start on a Thursday and carry on through the weekend. 
As you can see within these pages, this past Saturday in 
particular was a particularly busy one.

First on my list was the inaugural sale at St. 
Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School, tasked with 
doing its part to raise money for a new, nifty set of  
bleachers for its well-used artificial turf  field; well 
used both by the school and a multitude of  community 
sports teams. 

Next up was another session with York Region’s First 
Responders after the official launch of  First Responders 
Day on Thursday over at the Real Canadian Superstore. 
Boots in hand, the firefighters and EMS did a terrific job 
of  recruiting new “volunteers” for future Habitat For 
Humanity builds before they were let into the parking 
lot and, in turn, the store to do their weekend marketing. 

Following that drizzly event, it was then over to 
Don Hillock Drive for the very bright and colourful 
ceremonies to mark Asian Heritage Month, complete 
with a special Bollywood-style performance led by 
“Dolly Bollywood”, a healthy crowd of  kids, and 
some pretty impressive Bollywood dance moves 
busted out by York Regional Police Chief  Eric Jolliffe, 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown and her Richmond 
Hill colleague, Costas Menegakis, who is vying to be 
Aurora’s next MP south of  Wellington Street. 

Although I enjoyed the event immensely, I was 
thankful it ended earlier than scheduled so I could whiz 
across town to catch the last few minutes of  the first 
outdoor Aurora Farmers’ Market of  the 2014 season, 
over to Theatre Aurora to take in the last minute 
rehearsals of  young actors preparing their Youth 
Showcase, and then over to the annual cadet inspection 
slated to take place at St. Andrew’s College but moved to 
Newmarket’s Ray Twinney Complex due to rain. 

After that… it was just 2 p.m. 
I was ready to call it a day, but duty called to start 

writing everything up for this week, while others I 
had inadvertently trailed around town for most of  
the day went onto the next phase of  their mission: the 
beginning stages of  knocking on every single door in 
Aurora and Newmarket before June 12. 

Yes, the election is on and two of  the riding’s three 
candidates – Aurora’s Chris Ballard and Newmarket’s 
Jane Twinney – were hitting the pavement in earnest. 

It was no surprise Saturday would be one thing after 
another. The crackerjack people who run these events 
keep me well apprised of  their goings on, so on Thursday 
night, after finishing up with the First Responders, and 
a particularly disastrous family dinner (which is going 
to make one hell of  a chapter in my eventual memoirs 
and provide two or three 11 o’clock numbers in the 
inevitable posthumous musical based on said memoirs) 
I settled in front of  the DVR to relax. 

REST, RELAXATION AND AMALGAMATION
It was time to catch up with Parks and Recreation, that 

little comedy-that-could that has been an unexpectedly 
healthy mainstay in NBC and CITY-TV’s Thursday 
night lineup. After covering Aurora Council meetings 
right to the bitter end, it has always puzzled me why 
a show about the minutia of  small town bureaucracy 
does the trick. But what can I say, I am a glutton for 
punishment. 

In all seriousness, however, it is a wonderful show. 
What was once a middling show about a plucky Parks 
worker working hard to fill a hole in its first season has 
become layered perfection of  characters and grander 

issues like… well, the issues aren’t 
much grander than that first hole they 
were trying to fill, but somehow it 
works. 

The season that just passed has been 
dominated amalgamation. Pawnee, the 
home of  our main characters, has had 
a century-old bitter rivalry with their 
neighbour, and seemly better-heeled 
neighbour, Eagleton, until a series of  
unfortunate events left the towns at 
each other’s mercies.

One can only assume the 
exaggerated growing pains faced by 

each town are rooted at least in some tenuous way 
to reality as they work together to put old battles to 
bed and come up with common visions and common 
values. Okay, if  that was the focus of  the show, it would 
never have made it beyond the first season, but if  you 
strip everything away those principles are there. 

As I got caught up in the last few months of  their 
latest goings-on, I couldn’t help but consider the recent 
tone of  particular discussions around the Council table. 

Perhaps it is pre-election jitters as October 27 draws 
ever-nearer, but Councillors seem to be increasingly on 
their toes about anything which could possibly lead to 
amalgamation with our neighbours to the north.

At the outset, questions about amalgamation when 
amalgamation doesn’t seem remotely close to the 
table, have always been percolating on the backburner 
waiting to be served. Recent examples have included a 
flirtation with going one step further with the Central 
York Fire Services, which is jointly governed by Aurora 
and Newmarket, with a consolidated service for York 
Region. 

Over the past month, however, a more immediate 
concern seems to be stemming from the sharing of  
resources between the two municipalities. While 
politicians have been keen to trumpet cost savings 
that would come to the taxpayers from cost sharing 
agreements, one wonders if  each has a breaking point 
in mind where togetherness will reach its saturation 
point. 

Take, for instance, recent debates over shared 
documents and data storage projects being spearheaded 
by Aurora and Newmarket. Last month at a General 
Committee meeting chaired by Councillor Gallo, he 
exclaimed with a mock exasperation, “It looks like 
amalgamation is coming sooner or later!”

“Bite your tongue,” replied Councillor Ballard, 
before suggesting data management solutions should 
be examined by the Region as a whole. 

This week, Councillors are due to sign off  on re-
envisioning their Information Technology strategy 
to one which would be shared between the two 
municipalities and ultimately have the Town’s long-
gestating elephant of  a website hosted on Newmarket’s 
servers. 

“I think maybe people will start to wonder why we 
have two separate towns and administrations when 
we are turning more and more towards working 
together and being more efficient with our resources,” 
opined Councillor Buck last week at Tuesday’s 
General Committee meeting. “It smells to me like 
amalgamation.”

But wait!
“I don’t see this as a step towards the slippery slope 

of  amalgamation,” said Councillor Ballard. “I see this 
as a cost towards tax savings and I think our taxpayers 
would be happy if  we could do that for them.”

On a personal level, I don’t see deploying shared 
resources between the Towns necessarily as one 
surefooted step on the “slippery slope of  amalgamation”, 
but perhaps it is an inevitability to come a generation or 
two down the road. 

Do either towns have an appetite for it? That is 
hard to say, but as the first week of  the 2014 Provincial 
Election comes to a close, it looks like either Aurora 
will get a former Newmarket Councillor as an MPP 
or Newmarket will get a former Aurora Councillor. If  
anything, it’s a good appetizer for things which could 
come. 

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Surefooted on a Slippery Slope

Machell’s Corners
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(Re: “Fear mongering” comment over HCD is “patronizing”: 
Councillor, May 1, 2014)

Councillor Buck’s meandering, Mercer-style rant in 
last week’s Letters to the Editor was shameful and very 
unbecoming of  a publicly elected official. 

Setting aside the debate over the pros and cons of  a 
Heritage Conservation District, John McIntyre, of  anyone 
in this Town, has made a visible and lasting contribution to 
Aurora’s distinctive heritage brand and does not deserve to 
spoken of  in such a demeaning way in the public pages.  

If  Councillor Buck’s words were an attempt at mischievous 
humour or sarcasm, she failed miserably.

Councillor Buck is to be respected for her long and 
colourful record of  public service and dedication to the 
community.  

It is regrettable to say, however, that the time has come 
for her to step aside before her misguided words and 
obstructionist ways at Council overshadow her many good 
deeds.  

If  she chooses not to, I for one will be looking forward 
to casting my ballot in the fall for someone who will more 
responsibly represent me and my community.

Bill Newman
Aurora

(Re: Machell’s Corners, April 24, 2014)

To me, The Auroran represents what is best in our Town. 
I might not always agree with everything that is published, but 
The Auroran is like my neighbour, it tells me the latest news. I 
always read it and it always guarantees me serious thought or a 
much needed chuckle.

I am Candidate for Aurora Council, and among other issues, I 
am a proponent of  the Ward System. However, if  the good people 
of  Aurora overwhelmingly do not wish a Ward system, I will listen 
to them. But Aurorans should be allowed to make up their own 
minds and not to be misled up the garden path.

At the very least they should not be fear-mongered into voting 
anti-ward system by The Auroran cartoonist.

That was not a cartoon, that to me looks like a paid political 
message by those who wish to tighten their control on Aurorans; 
and that scares me.

I’m always weary of  wolves in sheep clothing, especially the 
ones that want to hold on to power at any cost.

This was not really a cartoon. It was a simply uninformed fear 
mongering message to Aurorans not to vote in the Ward system.

Some, who wish to fear monger, should know 
that the people of  Aurora are very smart people.  
One cannot pull the wool over the eyes of  Aurorans so easily, 
especially when the wool is in the disguise of  what appears to be a 
subliminal anti-ward message.

A newspaper’s job is to inform and deliver news, not to be used 
as a political arm of  the powers that be. My job as Candidate 
Councillor is to act in the best interest of  Aurora when I see a 
misleading message being given to its residents.

Had The Auroran placed a notice that the cartoon was a 
paid political announcement, then of  course that would [be] 
perfectly within the rules and I would not be writing this letter. 
What incensed me was that what looks like paid political ad was 
presented an Auroran cartoon.

That cartoon assumes that Aurorans cannot think for 
themselves, or that we are too stupid to make up our own minds.

Nothing can be further from the truth. Aurorans see right 
through that feeble attempt to dissuade them from voting in the 
Ward system.

That cartoon offends the intelligence of  Aurorans.
I feel very confident that the Ward System will be voted in by the 

people of  Aurora or future Council, if  not today, then tomorrow.
I say this to fear mongers (and I don’t mean the cartoonist here) 

who wish to insult the intelligence of  Aurorans: “You can fool 
some of  the people some of  the time, but you cannot fool all the 
people all of  the time.”

God Bless Aurora.
Anthony Pullano

Council Candidate, Aurora

(Editor’s Note: Had The Auroran placed a notice “that the cartoon 
was a paid political announcement”, that would not be perfectly 
within any rules as it was, quite simply, not a “paid political 
advertisement.”)

(Note from Scott Johnston: I am always interested to hear how 
people interpret my cartoons.  In this case, it was poking fun at the 
obvious reluctance of  Aurora councils going back at least a few 
terms to include a ward question on the ballot.)

Buck’s letter was 
“unbecoming” of elected 
official: reader

Cartoon “fear mongered” ward 
system debate
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We are all aware of  many of  the 
numbers associated with Aurora.  

For example, our population is 
55,000ish, we recently celebrated 
our 150th birthday, and the latest 
percentage budget increase was 3.75.

But, there are numbers associated 
with almost everything in our town. 
Here are a few of  the less obvious 
ones:

On the Aurora Cenotaph are 
inscribed the names of  132 men 
from Aurora and the surrounding 
area who lost their lives in two World 
Wars. It has links to even older conflicts as far back 
at the 16th century, as the land was previously owned 
by William Graham, who fought in both the War of  
1812, and the American Revolution in the late 1700s.

For 44 consecutive months to date (yes, and 
counting) there have been active and often very public 
lawsuits underway between our elected municipal 
officials and various defendants over perceived 
slights that have arisen during the politicians’ time 
in office.

There are 84 geocaches, small containers housing 
tracking documents and sometimes small objects, 
hidden in vegetation, and in and around various 
structures within our borders. These are just waiting 
to be discovered by those armed with the appropriate 
coordinates, a GPS, a sense of  adventure, and some 
time on their hands.

Many of  these caches are located in the town’s 57 
various parks, parkettes and related green spaces.

In the 25 years it has been run the annual Magna 
Hoedown has raised over $8,000,000 for local 
charities.

As of  the 2011 census, Aurora was the 95th largest 
municipality in Canada.

The longest road fully within the town’s borders is 
Industrial Parkway, which runs for 5.3 kms between 
St John’s Sideroad and Yonge Street.

In 2013, most Council meetings, which start at 7 
pm, didn’t wrap up until after 11 pm, with the latest 
one adjourning at 11:58.  That the sessions appear 
even longer is only an illusion suffered by those who 
sit through them.

As identified during the town’s Sesquicentennial, 

there is at least one tree in Aurora, 
a Burr Oak, that is almost 200 years 
old.

One of  the longest golf  holes in 
Ontario is number 14 at St Andrew’s, 
at 624 yards.

Over 150 different species of  bird 
have been observed in Aurora.

Although some areas are obviously 
higher than others, the town lies 
approximately 900 feet above sea 
level. That we’re so far above salt 
water still doesn’t explain our annual 
summer fresh water-related bans.

Somehow, no matter what the 
weather or other factors, it is always subsequently, 
some might say traditionally, estimated that the 
attendance at either the annual Street Festival or 
Santa Under the Stars parade is 50,000 people.

It’s been 133 years since the telephone first 
appeared in Aurora. That was back in ‘the good 
old days’ before annoying personalized ring tones, 
10 digit dialing and daily dinnertime calls offering 
discount duct cleaning.

Historically, Aurora is famous as the home of  the 
Fleury plough, but there wasn’t just one. Our early 
pioneers had options, as this company produced 
no fewer than 22 different models of  single-furrow 
walking plough, which were sold around the world. 
If  you want to take a look, there’s one on display in, 
not surprisingly, Fleury Park.

We’re not alone, as there are at least 30 
communities called “Aurora” just within the U.S., 
and many more around the world.

Want to know why you keep running into kids in 
soccer uniforms during the summer months?  The 
town maintains 69 soccer fields.

In 1869 our town of  1,200 people had 4 hotels.  If  we 
had the same ratio today, there would be about 184 
hotels within the town’s borders.

And for those who want to bone up on the issues 
in preparation for casting their ballot, there are only 
about 172 days left until the municipal election this 
fall.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Previous Poll Results

Aurora by the Numbers

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

NEW 
AURORAN POLL

Go to    www.theauroran.com to vote!

RE
SU

LT
S Yes No Undecided

61% 17% 22%Ma
y 6

 , 2
01

4

Do you think the Ontario Election on June 12  
will result in a change of government?

 
A) Yes          B) No        C) Undecided

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

The Ontario Government is due to deliver its budget this week. 
Do you think it will trigger a spring election?

A) Yes      B) No     C) Undecided

The Provincial government has fallen.  We are to 
go to the polls on June 12th.

Let the games begin? I don’t think they’ve ever 
stopped.

Speaking of  games, the timing of  the election 
certainly puts a wrinkle in things for the local 
municipal elections. For the city of  Toronto, it gives 
folks a welcome reprieve from the dramedy that is 
Rob Ford.  The focus has shifted.  And just in time, 
if  you ask me, for Mr. Ford.  The latest bombshells 
were sure to put the last of  the very last nails in his 
political coffin.  

He knows it, too.  
Rather than brazen it out, as he has all the other 

myriad scandals, he announced in a cloying, self-
pitying letter to the clerk, that he is “taking a leave 
of  absence” to get the help he needs.

Not to be picky here but there is no such thing 
as “a leave of  absence” from political office.  Not 
officially, at least.  The only mention of  a leave of  
absence speaks to employees of  a municipality 
running for elected office within their municipality.  
They must take an unpaid leave of  absence in order 
to run for office and, should they be successful, 
must resign their municipal position immediately 
thereafter.

That’s it.
So, I thought Ford’s language was curious.  A 

member of  Council can be absent from office for 
up to three months following which – save a special 
motion from Council – their seat would be vacated.  
Do they have to explain where they are or why they 
aren’t at Council? Technically, no.  They do not have 
to tell anyone where they are or why they are not 
doing their job.

But politically, that would be a colossally dumb 
move.  The public would quite rightly demand to 
know why the member was not at Council doing 
the job they were elected to do.  That is why, when 
a Council member is sick or has a personal matter 
to attend to, they generally state that they will be 
“taking a leave” to deal with it.  It’s a turn of  phrase 
to explain an absence, not a legislatively permitted 
or required action.

At the Provincial and Federal Level, when an MPP 
or MP decides to jump ship to run for another office 
they must immediately resign.  Thus, Provincial 
Cabinet Minister Linda Jeffries resigned to run 
for Mayor of  Brampton.  Federal MP, Olivia Chow 
resigned to run for the Mayor of  Toronto.

It makes sense.  How can you continue to 
represent the folks that elected you when you have 
announced that you are trying to get a whole bunch 
of  other folks to elect you so that you can represent 
them instead?

However, at the municipal level, unlike the 
Provincial and Federal level, it is up to the 
Councillor to decide whether he or she will resign 
their position, take an unpaid leave or continue on 
as both councillor and candidate while campaigning 
for another elected office.  There is nothing in the 
Municipal Act that says that a councillor must step 
down while running for another office.  It is left to 
their good judgment.

Most either resign or take an unpaid leave of  
absence depending on the timing of  the race.  Few 
if  any remain a councillor drawing a salary, while 
running for another office.

In Newmarket/Aurora, the PC candidate Jane 
Twinney (councillor in Newmarket) stated at the 
outset that she would take an unpaid leave of  absence 
and Liberal candidate Chris Ballard (Councillor, 
Aurora) stated that he would “step aside” from his 
municipal role once the writ was dropped.

But I do have to say that I have mixed feelings 
about the best way to proceed.  I do think that – just 
as their Provincial and federal counterparts must – 
municipal councillors that wish to run for another 
office should be required to resign their seats.  

However, it does put municipalities in bit of  a 
pickle.   Take our own municipality, for example. If  
Liberal Candidate Ballard stepped aside to run for 
the Provincial seat, his council seat would be left 
open.  With about 170 days or so until the Municipal 
election, the Town would be obligated to fill that 
seat. (Only if  there is a vacancy at 90 days or less 
can the seat be left vacant).

So then what would we do? Hold a by-election 
when a municipal election is just five months away? 
Or appoint someone to the position? Not a great 
choice either way, I have to say.

Until next week, stay informed, stay involved 
because this is, after all, Our Town.

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

Frank Klees
MPP Newmarket-Aurora

Last Sitting Day of the 40th Parliament Was Most Memorable

Cindy Shaver and 
Chris Van Roon of 
the Aurora Pub-
lic Library show 
off some recent 
handiwork from 
the Library’s new 
3D printer. Resi-
dents and Library 
members are in-
vited to come out 
for a public infor-
mation session 
next Monday at 7 
p.m. to learn how 
to make simple 
fun items on the 
printer and items 
with a real prac-
tical purpose. For 
more info, call 905-
727-9494 x275. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir

Thursday, May 1st turned out to be one 
of  the most memorable of  my 19 years as 
a Member of  Provincial Parliament. 

When the bells rang to summon MPPs 
to the opening of  the sessional day, little 
did we know that this would be the last 
day on which MPPs would conduct 
the business of  the legislature of  the 
40th Parliament. What I did know, was 
that this would be a memorable day for 
me because it was the inaugural First 
Responders Day.

The Inaugural First Responders Day
My Private Member’s Bill, An Act to Proclaim First 

Responders Day was passed unanimously on December 
10th last year with the result that every May 1st would 
be celebrated as First Responders day in the province. 

First Responders from across the province had 
confirmed that they would be in the galleries at Queen’s 
Park to witness the tributes that would be delivered by 
all three parties in their honour. As the author of  the 
bill, I had the privilege to deliver that tribute on behalf  
of  the PC Caucus.

As it happens, my last recorded words in the Official 
Hansard Record was that tribute to First Responders. I 
can think of  nothing more gratifying. 

The Ontario Budget
We had known for some time that this would not be a 

routine day. The Finance Minister had announced that 
he would be tabling the government’s budget on May 
1st. All other routine business for the afternoon would 
be set aside.

Little had been left to the imagination about 
what would be in that budget, thanks to the series of  
announcements by the government in previous weeks. 
There were only two questions in the minds of  MPPs on 
that day:

Would Andrea Horwath and her NDP Caucus 
once again keep the Liberal Government in office 
by supporting the budget, and when would that 
decision be made?

I had shared my thoughts on both questions with my 
Caucus colleagues. I had observed a noticeable change 
in the NDP Leader’s demeanour during Question 
Period.

I predicted that Andrea Horwath could not in good 
conscience continue to support a government that she 
had come to so publicly and passionately condemn 
for its lack of  integrity. By doing so, she would lose 
credibility with the public and within her own party.

As for the timing, I wasn’t as 
certain. Given the NDP Leader’s 
previous insistence that she wanted to 
consult the public before making her 
decision, it would not be unreasonable 
to allow the legislative process to take 
its course and bring it to a conclusion 
with a confidence vote. That would 
have kept the legislature in session for 
one or two more weeks.

Another possible outcome was 
that the Premier would pre-empt the 
predictable Question Period assault 

and dissolve parliament immediately after tabling the 
budget.

The result would be that the budget would serve as 
the Liberals’ campaign platform and we would be into 
an election campaign. The business of  the legislature 
would be stopped in its tracks. That concerned me.

Implications to the Summary Report  
on the Ornge Air Ambulance Scandal

Why? Because as the PC lead on the committee 
investigating the Ornge Air Ambulance scandal, I along 
with the other members of  the committee signed off  on 
a Summary Report that was more than two years in the 
making. It identifies 95 specific concerns that relate to 
the lack of  oversight and mismanagement on the part 
of  senior Ministry of  Health officials and the failure on 
the part of  members on the Ornge Board of  Directors to 
exercise their fiduciary responsibilities.

The report also makes specific recommendations to 
pursue recovery of  public funds from Ornge executives 
and Board members and to implement key changes to 
the service delivery model of  Ornge and put in place 
proper oversight mechanisms in the Ministry of  Health.

The report was scheduled to be tabled on Monday, 
May 5th and given the possibility that the Premier 
would dissolve the legislature before that date, I was 
concerned that the work of  the committee would never 
see the light of  day.

I signalled that concern to the Premier during Question 
Period on the morning of  May 1. I will leave it to you to 
conclude why she refused to ensure that the report would 
be made public, regardless of  the timing of  the election. 

By 2:30 p.m. the next day, the Premier dissolved the 
40th Parliament. The report will not be tabled.

 I have a copy of  the Ornge Summary Report. I 
think the public deserve to know.

www.frankklees.com
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www.leonastone.com

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

One Version

EXTERIOR STAIN

SALE

Offers a full line of exterior products,  
made to protect your decks, fences,  
siding and outdoor furniture. Visit us  
for everything you need to know about 
deck cleaning, preparation, staining and 
care for your wood finishing project.

Aurora Centre (Sobey’s Plaza)
15480 Bayview Ave, Unit 103 & 104, Aurora

Call 905-841-6200 
WWW.SUMMITPAINTS.CA
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Debra Browness, Judy Ryan and Cindy Scuithes are putting the finishing 
touches on the inaugural Aurora Garden Fair, which will take over Town 
Park on Sunday, May 25. Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora Garden Fair will give ideas 
for your “little piece of heaven”

By Brock Weir

The Aurora Garden & Horticultural 
Society might be known for their green 
thumbs, but when presented with a 
challenge to get creative, they wasted 
no time in getting their entire hands 
dirty to rise to the occasion. 

This month, the Society, along 
with local garden companies and 
environmental groups will conspire to 
transform Town Park into a veritable 
oasis in the Aurora Garden Fair. 

Slated to take place rain or shine 
on Sunday, May 25, the event will not 
only include the Society’s popular 
annual plant sale, but demonstrations, 
a garden feature “oasis”, a kids potting 
zone, and musical entertainment. 

“There is a competition from the 
Ontario Horticultural Association to 
try something creative and new that 
we hadn’t tried before,” says Cindy 
Scuithes of  the Aurora Horticultural 
Society. “Our past president was at 
the convention and he took up the 
gauntlet. He thought it was a great idea 
to expand our usual plant sale and turn 
it into a whole fair.”

But, beyond the cuffs of  their well-
worn gardening gloves, organizers 
have something more up their sleeves.

“You have got to grab attention and 
what we needed to do was make a big 
splash,” adds Society President Debra 
Browness. “We know we have a very 
good town and we wanted to make it 
a local community-focused event. We 
asked ourselves who would be the type 
of  people that would come to the event 
and what they would come to see. We 
wanted local people to come and see 
local vendors, local exhibitors, and 
learn about the local community.”

Working with the theme “From the 
Ground Up”, beyond the plant sale, 
vendors, and kids’ potting zone, will 
also be demonstrations in landscaping, 
hardscaping, and other ways to spruce 
up your gardens and backyards, yes, 
from the Ground Up. 

“Not everyone is going to be on their 
knees planting flowers,” says Judy 
Ryan. “Sometimes they just want a 
barbeque but they want to do it in a 
nice yard.”

Adds Ms. Browness. “Experiencing 
the outdoor lifestyle is really something 
of  a bigger picture. Everyone is 

improving their backyards and front 
yards. We find that doing an annual 
garden tour people are working very 
hard all over Aurora in improving 
their outdoors. The outdoors are such 
a short time frame. Everyone wants to 
make the most out of  it and they want 
it to be a happy place to be.”

The inaugural Aurora Garden 
Fair will include components of  the 
Society’s annual plant sale, which 
is a popular fundraising event held 
in various venues around Aurora, 
including the Royal Canadian Legion, 
selling prized flowers, plants, and 
other specimens grown in the very own 
gardens of  Society members. 

Also playing an integral part in 
showing fairgoers all their backyards 
and gardens can be is King’s Pathways 
to Perennials, which will be installing a 
“garden oasis” feature as a focal point at 
Town Park. Additional vendors include 
The Dirt Girls, Countryside Gazebos, 
and educational booths from places like 
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority, Master Gardiners, Windfall 
Ecology Centre, and Seeds for Change. 

“Seeds for Change has a challenge 
to get more vegetable gardens in York 
Region by 2015,” says Ms. Scuithes. 
“When we go out with the garden 
tours, we are coming across all sorts 
of  age groups. Gardening is not an old 
person’s function or pastime anymore.

Adds Ms. Ryan: “Young people are 
really embracing that and whether 
it be growing vegetables or growing 
a few flowers, or just improving their 
properties, people are really improving 
their little bits of  heaven.”

Although the fair runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., the official kickoff  will take 
place at 12 noon when the Aurora 
Garden Fair is formally opened by 
Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown 
and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe. The Aurora 
Garden and Horticultural Society were 
recipients of  funds raised from last 
year’s Aurora Mayor’s Charity Golf  
Tournament. 

“Gardening to us is relaxation, 
physical exercise, a hobby, an interest 
and a passion,” explains Ms. Browness. 
“For us, it is the passion. We want 
people to get that connection, find out 
who are the places they can go to locally 
to help them get connected and get into 
the passion and hobby of  gardening. 

Adds Ms. Ryan: “If  this is successful, 
we would like to do it again, but it is our 
first time and we 
are keeping our 
fingers crossed 
that, one, it 
doesn’t rain and, 
two, that everyone 
who comes to the 
fair has a good 
time.”

The Aurora 
Garden Fair 
is chaired by 
Stephen Granger 
and Ray Matsalla. 
Interested vendors 
or volunteers can 
reach Mr. Granger 
at sgranger@
rogers.com. For 
more information 
on the event, 
and other 
initiatives of  the 
Aurora Garden 

& Horticultural Society, visit www.
gardenaurora.com. 
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www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

It’s simple and easy to sign up! Call 1-866-323-0206
or visit www.PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS to learn more!

The sooner you sign up for peaksaver PLUS®,  the more prizes you could WIN!WIN!

FREE when you sign up!

Sign up for peaksaver PLUS® and you could win 
up to in energy effi  cient appliances 

and other great prizes.$15,000

Home Comfort PackageNottawasaga Inn Resort Getaway Weekend

Early Bird Package #1

Prize PackagePrize PackagePrize Package Home Comfort Package

No Purchase Necessary. For full rules, how to enter and prize descriptions, visit PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS. Closes December 31, 2014. There will be one (1) grand prize available to be won, consisting of a GE ENERGY STAR® or High Ef� ciency Home Appliance Makeover 
Package including up to six (6) appliances consisting of the following: one (1) Refrigerator, one (1) Range, one (1) Dishwasher, one (1) Microwave, one (1) Clothes Washer and one (1) Clothes Dryer up to a maximum value of $15,000.00 (CDN) including taxes and delivery. 9 Early 
Bird Prizes available to be won (3 for Early Bird Prize Period #1, 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #2 and 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #3) consisting of the following: 1 Black & Decker Outdoor & Power Tool Package, 1 Nottawasaga Inn Getaway Package, 1 Panasonic Digital Camera, 
1 Stanley Hand Tools Package, 1 Honeywell Utility Solutions Package,1 Sharp 70" LED TV, 1 Napoleon HE Furnace & Installation, 1 $1,000 (CDN) Vaughan Mills Shopping Mall gift card and 1 DeWalt Tool Package. Early Bird Prizes range in value from $907.00 (CDN) to 
$4,416.00 (CDN). Odds of being selected depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Must be a legal resident of Ontario, have an active residential PowerStream account, be enrolled in the peaksaver PLUS® program and be 18 years of age or older. Correct 
answer to mathematical skill testing question required. peaksaver PLUS® enrollment is subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc. OMOf� cial Mark of the Ontario Power 
Authority. Used under licence. peaksaver PLUS® is a registered trade-mark of the Toronto Hydro Corporation. Used under sublicence. Must have central air conditioning in good working order to participate. Limited time offer. 

Hey Aurora!
Join peaksaver PLUS®

  to WIN 
some really amazing prizes!

New 50 metre tower will help  
GO Transit service growth: report

By Brock Weir

Another telecommunications tower will soon 
dot the Aurora landscape, this time near the 
intersection of  Edward Street and Engelhard 
Drive.

The 46 metre communications tower is 
proposed by Metrolinx and GO Transit near 
the Engelhard railway crossing, and is due to 
receive Council approval this week following last 
Tuesday’s General Committee meeting. 

According to a report before Council by 
Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director of  Planning, 
Metrolinx applied for the tower last June, slated 
to be built in a fenced right of  way of  nearly 67 
square meters. Once erected, it will be part of  a 
new Centralized Traffic Control system (CTC) 
which will service the Barrie-Toronto GO Transit 
line.

“It will replace the current manual control 
system and allow for planned service increases,” 
says Mr. Ramunno. “The tower has been located 
within the rail corridor property limits at a 
railway crossing and as far as possible from 
residential zones.”

Within his report, Mr. Ramunno notes that 
since the spring of  2013, his department has been 
working with Metrolinx to find the best solution 
to the tower. After they identified the Engelhard 
Drive site, it was on to public consultation. 

“Through emails and a letter, three area 
residents expressed…a concern that the GO 
Transit documentation did not take into 
account cumulative impacts from all of  the 
telecommunication towers in the area,” said Mr. 
Ramunno. “[Concerns also included] possible 
impacts to nearby gathering spots such as a 
high school, dance studios, children’s gyms 
[and the bowling alley]; opinion that the public 
notification sign was placed in a way that made 
it difficult to read; concern about whether all the 
notification area was notified; concern about the 
possible interference with the CYFS fire station 
communications; and one comment called 
the project a great asset to GO service and the 

community.”
In response to the concerns, particularly about 

cumulative impacts, GO asked for a four week 
extension to respond. Further reports, said Mr. 
Ramunno, concluded radio frequency in the area 
would be 0.001% of  the maximum allowed by 
Industry Canada. Additional concerns were also 
addressed satisfactorily, he said. 

At last week’s General Committee meeting, 
discussion focused on meeting these community 
concerns, as well as the aesthetic value of  the 
proposal. In particular, Councillors questioned 
whether the frequency in the tower would impact 
operations of  the Central York Fire Services in 
their Edward Street Station.

“That came from residents that we heard from 
and the Fire Department did not respond back,” 
said Mr. Ramunno. “They had no concerns and it 
is something GO and their consultants needed to 
address, so there will be no interference with the 
fire hall equipment.”

As far as looks, Council also wanted to know 
how it would compare to older and newer-style 
telecommunications towers which can be found 
in all corners of  Aurora.

“We have seen with other [towers], they have 
made an attempt to design different elements 
to try and make it less visually impactful,” said 
Councillor Michael Thompson. “With this one, 
there doesn’t seem to be that same process. It 
seems to be very much an older-style tower.”

After questioning whether that was part of  
the discussion, Mr. Ramunno said that was not 
covered in talks, but this would be a “slender” 
free-standing tower with a lattice design, rather 
than the white tri-pole design which went up in 
neighbouring King Township last year. At the end 
of  the day, it is also slated to be painted red and 
white. 

“Beauty is in the eye of  the beholder and I 
have to acknowledge that I like those towers,” 
said Councillor Evelyn Buck with a laugh. “I 
especially like them to be white and up there 
against the blue sky. I think they are beautiful 
and it is the child in me, I guess.”

Over 1,000 guests enjoyed halibut and chips with over 
60 litres of fresh, homemade tartar sauce, marking their 
recent first anniversary at Yonge and Edward Streets. 
Above, Krishta serves up the popular meals during 
the anniversary party which was attended by Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe and Councillor Wendy Gaertner, among  
others.             Auroran photo by David Falconer

HALIBUT HOUSE MARKS ANNIVERSARY

Diverticulosis is digestive disease  
of the century

The colon (large bowel) is the long tube like organ, 
approximately four feet long, that stores and eliminates 
waste material left over after digestion of  food by a small 
bowel. It also absorbs water from the waste material. 

Hard stool within the colon may cause pressure on 
the walls of  it that can lead to bulging pockets (sacs) 
that protrude out from the colonic walls. This sac in the 
colonic wall is called a diverticulum and several sacs are 
diverticula. Having diverticula is called diverticulosis. 

It is seen close to 45% of  people over the age of  60 in the 
western world. Diverticulosis doesn’t cause cancer. 

What are the symptoms of diverticulosis?
The diverticula often don’t cause any symptoms, but 

they occasionally cause abdominal pain, bloating, diarrhea 
and constipation. Occasionally, however, they get infected 
this condition called diverticulitis. The most common 
symptoms associated with diverticulitis are abdominal 
pain, abdominal tenderness, colonic obstruction and fever.

Why should flare ups of diverticulosis should be prevented?
Sometimes diverticulitis can lead to more serious 

complications such as rupture of  diverticulum, collections 
of  pus (abscess), bowel obstruction, abdominal cavity 
infection, bleeding into the colon requiring blood 
transfusions, and formation of  fistula or connection of  the 
diverticulum into the urinary bladder. 

Often patients with diverticular disease have excessive 

thickening of  the muscular wall of  the colon where the 
diverticula form. The muscle also contracts more strongly. 
Also, recurrent inflammation can cause scarring tissue 
formation around the colon that leads to tethering of  
the colon, worsening abdominal pain associated with 
diverticulosis. In some of  these cases, surgical repair or 
resection of  part of  the colon may be required to prevent 
future complications.

What can you do to prevent diverticulitis and 
diverticulosis?

Once diagnosed using one of  several tests (Barium 
enema, CT abdomen and Colonoscopy), diverticulosis is a 
permanent condition. However, a high fiber diet with fluids 
and the prevention of  constipation will likely decrease 
flare-up of  diverticulitis. 

Probiotics may be beneficial for prevention of  
diverticulitis. Daily exercise or simple walking will help 
with your bowel routine. Go to the washroom with every 
urge for bowel movement and give you self  time to have a 
complete bowel movement.

Oak Ridges Endoscopy Centre offers colonoscopy and 
upper gastrointestinal endoscopy services and is conveniently 
located in Oak Ridges Medical building, 13291 Yonge Street, 
Suite 400, Richmond Hill, Fax 1-866-643-9669, Phone (905) 751-
2930

Financial Advice 
found at Niche Décor

By Chris McGowan

On Monday April 28, Aurora’s Niche 
Décor hosted a night billed as “an 
evening of  sophistication in decor and 
finance” and that is exactly what it was.  

The evening was hosted by Jean 
Bisnaire, owner of  Niche Decor and a 
handful of  his staff  members.  Niche 
Decor has been in operation for over 
twenty years and provides a full range 
of  design and decor services for home 
decorating and renovations.  

The guest speakers that evening 
were Jason Bagg, Mortgage Agent at 
FMP Mortgage Investments, Josh Will, 
President of  FMP, and the final speaker 
of  the evening was Brad Lamb, owner 
of  Lamb Development Corp (LDC), 
pictured above.

LDC currently has 41 active projects 
and has done six previous projects with 
Fortress.

Lamb suggested that investors 
should purchase condos, small in size 
(i.e. 520 square feet) before the building 
has been built and then sell the condo 
two to four years later.

Auroran photo by S. Mulholland

Advertorial
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Beat the by-law, get a rain barrel 
 

 
Starting May 15th, the summer water conservation by-
laws will come into effect for many of the 
municipalities in York Region. All Regional 
municipalities stipulate that odd house numbers may 
use water outdoors only on odd numbered days of the 
month and even house numbers may use water 
outdoors only on even numbered days of the month. 
 
During the spring and summer months, water use at 

home can double, to over 400 litres per day, with residents watering their lawns and 
gardens. Not only do water and wastewater facilities use 58% of electricity within the 
services operated by the Region, but towns such as Aurora and Newmarket get some of 
their water all the way from Lake Ontario. In order to conserve water and energy, using a 
rain barrel is a great alternative to keep your garden growing without having to worry 
about time restrictions or your house number. 
 
Windfall Ecology Centre will host a truckload sale of rain barrels on June 7th and 8th at 
Newmarket’s Fairy Lake from 10 AM to 4PM. Rain barrels will be sold for $50 each 
when ordered in advance and funds raised will support the 13th Annual Windfall Ecology 
Festival, which is held at Fairy Lake Park in Newmarket.  
 
The rain barrel sale is part of Windfall Centre’s ongoing water conservation programs 
which motivates homeowners to take action in reducing non-point source pollution 
entering Ontario's lakes and rivers via storm sewers. These environmentally friendly rain 
barrels were once used to import fruits and vegetables and have been refurbished and 
repurposed to give you years of free rain water collection in your own yard! 
 
To guarantee that you get a barrel, place your order in advance online at 
www.rainbarrel.ca/yorkregion or by calling 905-727-0491. Only a limited number of 
barrels will be available on the day of the event so pre-order now! 

About Windfall Ecology Festival– Held over two days in June, the Windfall Ecology 
Festival is open free of charge to the public and is York Region’s largest Environmental 
& Energy Conservation Exposition! 

Since its inception in 2001 the Windfall Ecology Festival has provided a premier outdoor 
event where people are informed, get involved, find products, learn about services and 
are entertained by people who care about the environment. 

For more information or to place your order, please visit www.windfallcentre.ca or call 
905-727-0491. 

 
NEW PATIENT EXAM
        AND XRAYS

 
RECEIVE A
FREE

ALL PATIENTS

905.503.7800

        AuroraDentistry.ca
244 Wellington St E Suite 100
    Aurora, Ontario, L4G 1J5

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL

ONLY$3899.00

BRACES

FREE WHITENING
INCLUDES

THE CLEAR  
ALTERNATIVE TO 

CALL US TODAY 905.503.7800 

Tree replacement following ice storm clocks in at $88,000  
– but many affected trees were ash

By Brock Weir

An $88,000 plan to replace 125 street trees 
felled during the pre-Christmas Ice Storm 
is expected to be approved at Council this 
week.

Councillor signed off  on the plan at 
the committee level last Tuesday which 
would allocate $88,000 in additional funds 
to the Parks Operating Budget to remove 
and replace trees damaged in the storm. 
According to Al Downey, Aurora’s Director 
of  Parks and Recreation, the months since 
the storm have focused on cleaning up 
downed branches and badly damaged 
trees alongside streets and within parks.

But, although arborists have 
determined 125 trees were fatally injured, 
many of  those slated for removal were 
under closer inspection due to the emerald 
ash borer, the invasive beetle slated to 
destroy all of  Aurora’s ash trees unless 
chemically treated. 

“With one or two exceptions, all but one 
of  the trees significantly damaged or lost 
were ash species,” said Mr. Downey. “This 
has proven to be a very common theme 
among our neighbouring municipalities to 
the south of  Aurora where the damage was 
more widespread and involved many more 
trees than were lost in our community. 

“It has also been confirmed that 38 of  
the trees lost had received the first round 
of  Emerald Ash Borer treatment. The 
remaining 87 trees were scheduled for the 
first round of  treatment commencing in 
early summer 2014. The cost of  treatment 
for the 38 trees was approximately $145 per 
tree for a total cost of  $5,510.”

Replacing each of  the 125 trees is 
projected to be $700, breaking down into 
$350 to remove remaining stumps from the 
ground and $350 to replace the actual trees.

Residents, Mr. Downey added, have 
questioned progress on the removal and 
replacement of  trees near their homes and 
those examples are still being assessed on 
a case by case basis. 

“We will be putting in different types of  
varieties,” Mr. Downey told Councillors 
of  the mix that will replace the ash. 
“Quite often we will give the homeowner 
an opportunity to have some say of  the 
two or three different types of  trees to 
pick from, but we don’t try and go with a 
homogeneous mix in the community.”

This was welcome news to Councillor 
Chris Ballard, who said, as luck would 
have it, he was just waiting for the next 
invasive species to come along and wipe 
out the new growth. That being said, there 
was a degree of  loss in the money spent 
treating ash trees which ultimately met 
their fate thanks to Mother Nature rather 
than a green beetle. 

“There were 38 trees that were lost that 
received the first round of  treatment for 
the Emerald Ash Borer, but there were 87 
trees that had not and we budgeted $145 
per tree,” he said. “One could argue there 
was $12,615 we didn’t have to spend for the 
Emerald Ash Borer and that is 87 trees at 
$145. In my math, I put that towards the 
cost of  replacing those trees with other 
trees.

“We didn’t have to pay that out, so the 
cost of  replacing them is reduced by a 
few thousand.”

For Councillor Evelyn Buck, who has 
often spoken against the treatment of  
ash trees with the chemical TreeAzin, 
believing it was more cost effective in the 
end to simply replace existing ash trees 
than invest in continued treatments, 
replacing the felled trees will result in 
cost savings in the end. It should also 
give pause, she argued, for the recently 
approved plan to spend nearly $40,000 
treating ash trees within parks. 

“The trees came out in the spring 
looking perfectly healthy and within 
weeks it was obvious they were dead,” 
she said. “The ash borer had done its 
evil work. Most of  the trees that are 
proposed to be treated in the parks with 
$38,000 recommended will not be treated 
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because they are already dead. We might 
be able to save money there. 

“I look forward to another report 
letting us know we’re not going to be 
spending $38,000 on park trees and some 
of  it will go towards this amount. This 
amount is all coming out of  the special 
reserve fund, but maybe it won’t all need 
to come out of  the reserve fund.”

Spring, added Councillor John Abel, 
will give a better picture of  the way 
forward and the extent of  what will need 
to be treated or replaced. 

“I am all for [treatment] where we can 

and where it is valued,” said Councillor 
Abel. “$145 is much less than the removal 
of  the tree and the stump. It is a win-win. 
If  you can save the tree and not have to 
pay the expense of  removing it or, in this 
case, the investment. “

Aurora has applied to the Province 
of  Ontario for $282,000 in disaster relief  
funding. 

No word has been received back from 
the Province, said Town Treasurer 
Dan Elliott, but he is not certain 
that everything applied for would be 
recoverable. 

Aurora and Newmarket to collaborate on info tech strategies
By Brock Weir

It has been in the works for nearly three years, 
but this spring the Town of  Aurora is set to launch a 
new interactive website. The twist? It will be hosted 
by servers maintained by the Town of  Newmarket.

This is just one example of  collaboration between 
the two municipalities that is set for approval at 
Council this week. 

With Council’s approval, Aurora and Newmarket 
will take the first steps in coming up with a joint 
strategic plan for information technology, building 
upon already expressed desires from York Region’s 
Northern Six (N6) municipalities to work closely 
together and collaborate on costly initiatives.

“In 2012, initiation of  the joint website 
redevelopment project was the first attempt at 
illustrating how these two groups can leverage 
resources, benefit from economies of  scale via a 
shared procurement process, leverage a shared 
infrastructure for hosting services, and manage a 
vendor together to facilitate change,” said Aurora 
CEO Neil Garbe in a report before Councillors at 
last week’s General Committee meeting. 

“IT services from both municipalities are 
keenly supportive to innovation and change. Staff  
understand the benefits of  a partnership project 
and also see how leveraging each other will provide 
municipalities with many strategic advantages. 

Staff  [from both Towns] firmly believe that the 
development of  a shared IT strategic plan for both 
organizations would be a good investment for 
solidifying and understanding the partnership 
benefits and the strategic direction for both groups 
for the next five years.”

In the 2014 budget, Council approved $80,000 to 
develop a solely Aurora IT Strategic Plan. If  the 
recommendations are approved by Council this 
week, the money would be reinvested in the joint 
plan.

“We believe there may be some savings that we’re 
hoping to report back and utilize some of  those for 
some of  the implementation of  some of  the early 
stages of  a merger in some form,” said Treasurer 
Dan Elliott, at last week’s General Committee 
meeting, of  moving forward with a consolidated IT 
plan with Newmarket. “We just don’t know what the 
IT strategy is going to look 
like, but we do believe there’s 
opportunities for us.”

Councillors were largely 
supportive of  the joint 
initiative at the Committee 
level last week, but questioned 
whether any money would be 
saved from working together.

“Many of  these initiatives 
Continued on page 23

Noted environmentalist David Tomlinson helps a volunteer get into the 
swing of things, planting a tree at the Aurora Community Arboretum’s  
annual spring planting day on Saturday.       Auroran photo by David Falconer
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0% FINANCE UP TO 72 MONTHS *ON SELECT MODELS

0% LEASE UP TO 48 MONTHS *ON SELECT MODELS

UP TO $6000 CASH INCENTIVE *ON SELECT MODELS

0%FINANCE UP TO 72 MONTHS *ON SELECT MODELS

0%LEASE UP TO 48 MONTHS *ON SELECT MODELS

UP TO $6000CASH INCENTIVE *ON SELECT MODELS

All-New Redesigned2014 TOYOTA COROLLA 2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 2014 TOYOTA RAV 4 2014 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA

IT’S BIG... 

IT’S ALMOST 

OVER!

RED TAG DAYS
MAY 31ST

coming to an end

1 DAY 
ONLY! 

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH

OVER ACQUISITION 

COST ON ALL NEW 

TOYOTA MODELS... 

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS!

OVER ACQUISITION 

COST ON ALL NEW 
1 DAY ONLY!

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS!

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH

OVER ACQUISITION 

COST ON ALL NEW 

TOYOTA MODELS... 
OVER ACQUISITION 1 DAY ONLY!

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS!

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH
SATURDAY, MAY 10TH3% 

*FINANCE OR LEASE OFERS AVAILABLE THROUGH TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES ON APPROVED CREDIT. 
OFFERS END MAY 31ST 2014. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

UP TO $6000

2014 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER 2014 TOYOTA RAV 4 2014 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER 2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA

NOW IN STOCK!

•  STANDARD FEATURES IN ALL 2014 HIGHLANDERS INCLUDE A 6.1”DISPLAY 

AUDIO SYSTEM WITH USB AND AUXILIARY INPUT, BLUETOOTH® CONNECTIVITY, 

VOICE RECOGNITION AND STEERING WHEEL-MOUNTED AUDIO CONTROLS

•  DUAL-ZONE (FRONT AND REAR) CLIMATE CONTROL

•  POWER DOOR LOCKS WITH KEYLESS ENTRY

•  POWER WINDOWS WITH DRIVER AND 

FRONT PASSENGER AUTO UP/DOWN FUNCTION

•  PLUS MUCH MORE!!

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca
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By Brock Weir

Aurora United Church is cautioning 
residents to be wary of  fraudsters going 
door to door claiming to be raising money 
for the congregation. 

Alarm bells were raised by the 
congregation last weekend after a member 
living in Newmarket’s Stonehaven 
neighbourhood received a knock on their 
front door from an individual claiming to 
be collecting money to benefit the church’s 
rebuilding fund. 

“They were asking for money on behalf  
of  the Aurora United Church (AUC) 
and we are not door knocking or asking 
for any funds door knocking,” says Rod 
Johnson, chair of  the AUC congregational 
council, who reported the incident to York 
Regional Police. “We are not reaching out 
for funds other than at a couple of  events.”

Last weekend was an emotional one for 
members of  the AUC congregation, who 
continue their regular services at 11 a.m. 
each Sunday at Trinity Anglican Church, 
just a stone’s throw from where their 
church used to be at the foot of  Yonge and 
Mosley.

Demolition crews reduced the 
building’s two landmark towers, along 
with the Yonge Street-facing narthex to 
rubble last week, and continue efforts to 
raze the rest of  the site down to sidewalk 
level.

Crawford Heritage, Chair of  the AUC’s 
Property Committee, was one of  the few 
people able to climb the towers to survey 
the damage for himself  prior to the rest of  
the demolition commencing last Monday. 

Mr. Heritage has helped oversee the 
salvage of  many items from the site, 
including the stained glass windows 
from the narthex, filing cabinets full of  
choir music and sermons written by 
Reverends Andy Comar and Lorraine 

Newton Comar, and other items which 
are currently being restored at a facility 
in Hamilton. 

He estimates up to $75,000 has been 
spent so far on restoring paper material 
and other archival documents, as well 
as all the other items that were salvaged 
from the wreckage. Although they were 
hopeful the Yonge Street façade could be 
preserved for use in a future building, Mr. 
Crawford said it was clear after going up 
there that they had to go. 

“The north tower had an entrance to 
the attic whereas the south tower did not. 
When the fire came along through the 
attic, it came through the north tower and 
it was just blackened from the inside,” he 
said, with his voice breaking. “We went 
up the stairs to the balcony and looked up 
to the sanctuary and it was just nothing. 

“On the south tower, there were major 
cracks that just went straight up and 
down. As the structural engineer said, 
if  these cracks had been jagged or going 
around the bricks rather than through 
the bricks, it wouldn’t have been as bad, 
but they went right through and just 
weakened the foundation. When the 
demolition crew approached the site with 
their machines, the tower just shook. You 
could see it move back and forth. The 
mortar was just cooked. It was the only 
decision to make for those two towers.”

As the congregation settles into new 
life at Trinity, money continues to trickle 
in through legitimate means to help 
towards the future. 

On Sunday, Richmond Hill United 
Church’s regularly scheduled concert 
was turned into a benefit concert for 
their brothers and sisters north of  the 
Oak Ridges divide. 

Next month, on Saturday, June 7, 
the AUC will also present Opera Nella 
Chiesa, which will benefit the AUC’s 
Rebuilding Fund.

Money is also flowing into the 
church coffers through old fashioned 
bank donations and online donations 
through their website at www.
auroraunitedchurch.com. 

SHOES
EST. 1970

DON’T FORGET – EARN FREE SHOES – JOIN OUR KIDS CLUB!

Celebrating our 44th year of business in Aurora.

905-727-9391
14800 Yonge St., Aurora Shopping Centre
www.omarsshoes.com

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

INVITE YOU 
Raz & Mae Khamissa, 

owners of Omars Shoes, 

Thursday May 8 to Saturday May 10. 

CROSS-TRAINING 624

Our NEW BALANCE 

to our 

WEEKEND SALE
on New Balance shoes

BUY 1, GET ONE 50% OFF

representative will also be at OMARS 
Saturday, May 10 

from 11a.m. to 3p.m to answer your questions

Mother Nature didn’t cooperate, but despite getting off to a damp and windy start, the Aurora Farmers’ Market is back and ready to ring in the spring and summer. Returning each Satur-
day from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. at their regular Wells Street location, each weekend promises something new. (Clockwise from Top Left) Jan Freedman of Jan’s Country Pantry had new jams,  
jellies and preserves for sale. High School volunteer Chloe Magic helps prepare a display of apples and peppers ahead of the morning rush. Market Chair Anna Kroeplin modelled appropriate 
headgear for Saturday morning, which featured a “bee” theme. Opening entertainment was provided by the Spiller School of Highland Dancing. Market manager intern Joanna and high school 
volunteer Amanda prepare some yellow-painted rocks which crafty kids later turned into bumble bees with markers, pipe cleaners, and googly eyes.          Auroran photos by David Falconer

Aurora United Church warns of fundraising fraudsters  
as demolition work continues

Yonge and Wellington 
apartment building 
due for debate
this week

By Brock Weir

An apartment building due to be 
constructed on a vacant lot on Yonge 
Street, just south of  the Wellington 
Street Intersection, is due to come up for 
discussion this Thursday, May 8, at Town 
Hall.

Slated to be built between the Old 
Town Hall and the Post Office/Clock 
Tower building on the east side of  Yonge 
Street, the proposal has come under close 
scrutiny of  neighbours and adjacent 
business owners who have voiced their 
concerns both over the process leading 
up to the approval of  the plan, as well as 
potential parking issues in the area. 

“A lot of  [area business owners] had no 
knowledge this was bring proposed and 
I just want Council to think about it and 
review it because this is a situation where 
if  one person is allowed to do this, I think 
all of  the businesses should be allowed 
to do whatever they want, whenever 
they want, and without handing out any 
documentation to the neighbours that are 
affected by what you are trying to propose 
out there on Yonge Street,” said area 
resident Ray Nicolini at a recent Council 
meeting. 

Minor variances related to the site, 
including parking, are up for review at the 
Committee of  Adjustment, which takes 
place in Council chambers starting at 7 
p.m.

The remains of Aurora United Church, seen here on Monday afternoon, will be razed level 
with the Yonge Street sidewalk.                                      Auroran photo by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 8, 2014              Page 11

10198008 11x301L-2C-217.indd CHEV-217-2C-2014

1
None

11” x 21.5”
11” x 21.5”

None
None100%

--
Manny.Augusto

--
--
None

General Motors
10198008

5-2-2014 6:32 PM
5-2-2014 6:32 PM

Rodrigues, Pedro (TOR-MCL)

Production:Volumes:Product...S:10198008 11x301L-2C-217.indd

Minion Pro, Louis, ITC Zapf Dingbats Std, Trade Gothic LT 
Std

 Cyan,  Magenta,  Black

None

None

None

--

--

--

1
None

T:11”

T:21.5”

2014 SILVERADO CREW CAB 4X4

BI-WEEKLY. $1,250 DOWN PAYMENT ON 1WT. 

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 
INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES & $4,750 CREDIT♦. 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED.

$157@0%   36FOR MONTHS

LEASE

THE ALL-NEW SILVERADO. 2014 NORTH AMERICAN TRUCK OF THE YEAR.

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.COM

VEHICLE PRICING IS NOW EASIER TO UNDERSTAND BECAUSE ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE FREIGHT, PDI AND MANDATORY GOVERNMENT LEVIES. Prices do not include applicable taxes and PPSA. Consumers may be required to pay up to $799 for Dealer fees.*** 

160,000-KM/5-YEAR
▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

TO GUARANTEE OUR 
QUALITY, WE BACK IT

POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲

For the latest information, visit us at chevrolet.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. *Offer applies to the purchase of 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Double Cab 2WD 1WT+G80+H2R. ▼Based on a 36 month lease for 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 4WD 1WT+G80+B30. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess 
kilometre. OAC by GM Financial. Monthly/Bi-Weekly payments may vary depending on down payment/trade. A down payment or trade of $1,250 and/or $0 security deposit is required. Total obligation is $12,575. Option to purchase at lease end is $19,155. Excess wear and tear and km charges not included. Other lease options available. ‡0% purchase financing offered by GMCL for 48 months 
on 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 4WD 1WT+G80+B30. O.A.C by RBC Royal Bank/TD Auto Finance Services/Scotiabank. Rates from other lenders will vary. Example: $10,000 at 0% APR, monthly payment is $208.33 for 48 months. Cost of borrowing is $0, total obligation is $10,000. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly/Bi-weekly payment and cost of borrowing will 
vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. ◆$5,750/$4,750 is a manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) for 2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Double Cab (without PDU)/2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Crew Cab (without PDU) and is reflected in offers in this advertisement. Other cash credits available on most models. See dealer for details. */▼/‡/◆/***Freight 
& PDI ($1,650/$1,650), registration, air and tire levies and OMVIC fees included. Insurance, licence, PPSA, dealer fees and applicable taxes not included. Offers apply as indicated to 2014 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Chevrolet Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais). Dealers 
are free to set individual prices. Quantities limited; dealer order or trade may be required. Limited time offers which may not be combined with other offers. GMCL may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ††2014 Silverado 1500 Crew Cab LTZ 4WD MSRP with freight, PDI & levies $51,249. 
Dealers are free to set individual prices. ¥Retail and basic fleet customers who purchase or lease an eligible Chevrolet, Buick or GMC delivered from dealer stock from May 1 to June 2, 2014 will receive one 40¢ savings per litre fuel card (fuel savings card) upon payment of an additional $.01. Cards valid as of 72 hours after delivery. Fuel savings card valid for 800 litres of fuel purchased 
from participating Petro-Canada retail locations (and other approved North Atlantic Petroleum locations in Newfoundland) and not redeemable for cash except where required by law. GM is not responsible for cards that are lost, stolen or damaged. GM reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer and/or the program for any reason in whole or in part at any time without notice. Petro-
Canada is a Suncor Energy business™ Trademark of Suncor Energy Inc. Used under licence. Cards are property of Suncor Energy. To protect your card balance, register online at www.petro-canada.ca/preferred today. **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2014 MY Chevrolet, 
Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 40,000 kms, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not 
covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ¥¥Offer valid from May 1 to June 2, 2014 (the 

“Program Period”) to retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible vehicle that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $750 Spring Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2013/2014 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC model; or a $1,000 Spring 
Bonus credit towards the purchase, lease or finance of any 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible pickup truck that has been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive a $1,000 Spring Bonus credit 
towards the lease or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche, GMC Sierra; or a $2,000 Spring Bonus credit towards the cash purchase of an eligible 2013/2014 Chevrolet Silverado, Avalanche, GMC Sierra. Retail customers resident in Canada who own or are currently leasing a 1999 or newer eligible Pontiac, Saturn, Saab, Oldsmobile, Cobalt and HHR that has been 
registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive six months, will receive $1,500 Spring Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible new 2013/2014 Chevrolet, Buick, GMC model; or a $2,000 Spring Bonus credit towards the lease, purchase or finance of an eligible 2013/2014 Cadillac model delivered during the Program Period. 
Only one (1) credit may be applied per eligible vehicle sale. Offer is transferable to a family member living in the same household (proof of address required). This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. The $750/$1,000/$1,500/$2,000 credit includes HST/GST/QST/PST as applicable by province. As part 
of the transaction, dealer will request current vehicle registration and/or insurance to prove ownership for the previous consecutive six months. GMCL reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited by law. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See your GM dealer for details.

SILVERADO 1500 CREW
CAB LTZ 4x4 SHOWN††

YEARS/40,000 KM 
COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**2 YEARS/160,000 KM

P O W E RTR A I N 
W A R R A N T Y▲5 YEARS/160,000 KM

R O A D S I D E
A S S I S T A N C E ▲5

2014 SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB

$24,495*

1WT 2WD CASH PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI, LEVIES, $5,750 CREDIT♦ & $2,000 TRUCK OWNER BONUS¥¥.

•  EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING 
REAR DIFFERENTIAL

• 285 HP ECOTEC3 ENGINE
•  6-SPEED AUTOMATIC 

TRANSMISSION
• CRUISE CONTROL
• POWER WINDOWS & DOOR LOCKS

PLUS
TRUCK OWNER

 BONUS¥ ¥
 
OF 

$1,000$157
LEASE

OR 

STEP-U
P 

CHEVROLET
 TRUCK MONTH.
0%

UP TO
36-MONTH
LEASE▼
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AS 0%
UP TO
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FINANCING‡

AS
LOW

AS 40¢
OFF/LITRE
GAS CARD 
ON ALL MODELS¥

FINAL MONTH! ENDS JUNE 2ND
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The Pfaff Tune-up Your Dog Event.

Saturday, May 10th, 10am to 3pm.
Come. Sit. Stay.

Pfaff Volkswagen, 16885 Leslie Street, Newmarket
On Saturday, May 10th, bring your best friend into Pfaff and treat them to a Spring 
tune-up. That’s a face trim, comb and nail clip all for just $10, with all proceeds 
going to the OSPCA. Plus, if you test drive a new VW, we’ll donate an additional $10. 
And, if you purchase or lease a new VW within 30 days, we’ll make it $100. 
So fetch your dog, and come support a great cause.

www.pfaffvw.com
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presented by

Tickets are $200 each and available at

www.habachat.com/ironchef

Iron Chef Aurora Gala
The Iron Chef Aurora Gala will be taking place
Thursday, May 29th from 7:00pm to Midnight
Aurora Community Centre- 2

•	 Decadent	10 course meal and wine pairings 
 provided by 5 local restaurants
•	 Dancing & Three Olives Martini Bar
•	 Live musical Entertainment by Pop Machine
•	 Scrumptious desserts provided by
 

This year’s event is even bigger, but last year it 
sold out- so buy your tickets early. 
Prices go up May 23rd!

Chartwell offers its residents a secure and rewarding lifestyle that they can be 
happy to call home. Call or visit chartwell.com today to discover our residences.

Upcoming May Events
Please RSVP as spaces are limited

Alia N’ Tanjay Fashion Show
Thursday, May 15th • 2pm

CHARTWELL ALEXANDER MUIR
197 Prospect St., Newmarket
RSVP 905-836-8399

Beach Party Bingo
Wednesday, May 21st • 2pm
Prizes, refreshments and fun! 

CHARTWELL BARTON
17290 Leslie St., Newmarket
RSVP 905-967-1331

Bridge Tournament
Thursday, May 29th • 12 - 4pm

CHARTWELL PARK PLACE
15055 Yonge Street, Aurora
RSVP 905-727-2952

Meet Your Iron Chefs: Grant 
Robertson of Aw, Shucks!

By Brock Weir

Last year, Grant Robertson, the head 
chef  at Aw, Shucks set out to show off  his 
love of  local, fresh ingredients, as part of  
Iron Chef  Aurora 2013. 

Using the secret ingredients of  
asparagus and beer, he cooked up a dish 
centred on perch with the asparagus, and 
another featuring roast quail and beer. 

This year, as he prepares to do battle in 
Kitchen Stadium once again, facing off  for 
the second year running with last year’s 
victors at Orchid Thai, and some new kids 
on the block, Mr. Robertson is staying true 
to his fresh and local philosophy. 

“Last year was a lot of  fun being able 
to see what other restaurants were doing 
and how every chef  involved was creating 
in their own right different dishes out of  
the secret ingredients,” he says. “Because 
asparagus is in season now, I use asparagus 
on the menu and use that whether it was in 
Iron Chef  or not. I don’t look at it as much 
as a competition, but showcasing the skills 
you have and going out, having a good time 
and supporting charities.”

This year, Iron Chef  Aurora will benefit 
the Aurora Food Pantry and although 
The Auroran has been sworn to secrecy 
about the secret ingredients, if  they were 
questions on Jeopardy, they might be 
found under the headings of  “Herbs” and 
“Potent Potables.” 

Ahead of  the competition, one of  the 
ingredients gives Mr. Robertson ideas 
tied to East Asian cuisine, while the other 
harkens back to the traditional meals of  
Italy. He is familiar with both ingredients 
and eager to give them a whirl. 

“I am game for anything,” he says. “I like 
the thrill of  going through and researching 
the history of  the ingredients, where it is 

grown, what is traditionally made with 
it, and I write my own interpretations of  
that. It informs [what I cook] to a point, but 
you also have to be creative on your own. 
You can’t go out and do something that has 
been done before.

“I am trying to use the secret ingredients 
multiple times within the dish and create 
different layers and different aspects of  
what the ingredients are and how you can 
pull out the different flavour profiles for 
one ingredient.”

The year since 2013’s Iron Chef  Aurora 
has been an eventful one for Mr. Robertson. 
Since then, Aw, Shucks has moved from 
its previous location on Yonge Street near 
Aurora Heights Drive, to their new location 
just south of  Yonge and Wellington that is 
nearly triple their previous size.

The new environment has also given 
him new room for creativity, but he is 
sticking close to his roots and looking 
forward to putting his locavore beliefs 
into practice, heading out into nature this 
weekend to collect his own fiddleheads and 
wild leeks for upcoming dishes. 

“Fiddleheads are only in season for 
about a week and a half, locally, so you 
have to go out and pick them as soon as 
you can,” he says. “You can find them at 
Farmers’ Markets, but it is nice to go out 
into the forest and pick them as soon as you 
can. They taste like spring; almost a cross 
between asparagus and a green bean, and 
there is a little earthiness in them because 
they do come from the forest.

“One advantage of  doing Iron Chef  
this year is the learning curve. You have 
to be ready for anything and make sure 
you are prepared. You want to make sure 
your dishes are not too similar to anyone 
else’s and you want to stand out and not be 
grouped with anyone else.”

Asian Heritage Month marked with bursts of 
Bollywood and silence of reflection

By Brock Weir

Our forebears may have come to 
Canada at different times, and in 
different vessels, but we’re all in the 
same boat now. 

That is the message shared with the 
community by members of  the York 
Regional Police and representatives 
from various community groups on 
Saturday at a special celebration 
kicking off  Asian Heritage Month. 

Over 200 people, including 
dignitaries such as Michael Chan, 
Minister of  Tourism, Culture and 
Sport, Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois 
Brown, and representatives from 
multiple Asian communities filled 
the atrium of  the YRP’s headquarters 
on Don Hillock Drive for a colourful 
display of  drums, a lion dance, tai chi, 
and a burst of  Bollywood. 

While it was an occasion to celebrate 
Asian Canadian trailblazers within 
the police force, it was also a solemn 
occasion to remember unfortunate 
cases from Canada’s past which were 
a far cry from the day’s theme of  
communities working together. 

The upcoming 100th anniversary 
of  Komagata Maru incident, which 
turned away over 350 immigrants 
seeking a new life on the Pacific Coast, 
as well as the Chinese Head Tax and 
the internment of  Japanese Canadians 
were paid particular attention. 

“We came to this country for two 

reasons: one, to have a better life, and 
to build this nation together,” said 
Gobinder Randhawa of  Gursikh Sabha 
Canada. “Someone said we all came at 
different times in different boats, but 
now we are all in the same boat. We 
have to work together. I think when we 
celebrate a month like this, we like to 
understand each other, each other’s 
values and cultures so we respect each 
other better and we work together 
better.”

Added York Regional Police Chief  
Eric Jolliffe: “These opportunities for 
collaborative growth and learning about 
the communities we serve have proven 
valuable time and again. In celebrating 
this year’s event, we also recognize 
the daily contributions made by many 
members of  our police service of  Asian 
heritage or past and present civilian 
and sworn. I am so proud that so many 
YRP members continue to serve as role 
models to youth considering a career in 
policing in a vibrant and cosmopolitan 
community. 

“In showcasing and celebrating 
Canadians of  Asian heritage, we all 
recognize that even though we formally 
celebrate Asian Heritage in the month 
of  May, each and every day presents 
opportunities for reflection and 
acknowledgement of  the many unique 
legacies of  Asian Canadians that have 
been and continue to be a significant 
part of  building our great nation – the 
Nation of  Canada.” 

Aw, Shucks chef Grant Robertson, a big proponent of using fresh and local 
food in his cuisine, will do battle for the second year running in Iron Chef 
Aurora 2014.               Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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Optima SX Turbo AT shown∆

Cash purchase price $32,714
hwy / city 100km: 5.7L/8.9L 

0% 0% 84 84
FINANCING FINANCINGMONTHS MONTHS

UP TO UP TO

$22,314 
∞

Offer includes delivery, destination, fees and $2,918 IN CASH 
BONUS§. Offer based on 2014 Forte LX MT with a purchase 
price of $17,514. Excludes HST.

2014

LX MT

$14,596 
∞

Offer includes delivery, destination, fees and $4,000 IN CASH 
BONUS§. Offer based on 2014 Optima LX AT with a purchase 
price of $26,314. Excludes HST.

2014

LX AT

PLUSPLUS

Steering Wheel
Audio Controls

Bluetooth
Connectivity°

Power  
Driver’s Seat 

STANDARD
FEATURES

STANDARD
FEATURES

6-Speed
Manual

6-Speed  
Automatic 

Rio4 SX with Navigation shown∆ 
Cash purchase price $22,714
hwy / city 100km: 5.3L/7.3L Forte SX shown∆

Cash purchase price $26,814
hwy / city 100km: 5.3L/8.0L

Air  
Conditioning 

$12,596 
∞

2014

LX MT

0% 84
FINANCING MONTHS

UP TO

Offer includes delivery, destination, fees and $2,918 IN CASH 
BONUS§. Offer based on 2014 Rio LX MT with a purchase 
price of $15,514. Excludes HST.

PLUS

Steering Wheel
Audio Controls

STANDARD
FEATURES

Aux & USB
Input Ports

6-Speed
Manual

OR OROR

OFFER ENDS JUNE 2ND

OR

PLUS

FINANCING

%

MONTHS

CASH BONUS UP TOUP TO
§

Offer(s) available on select new 2014 models through participating dealers to qualified retail customers who take delivery by June 2, 2014. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Some conditions apply. See dealer for complete details. Vehicles shown may include optional accessories and 
upgrades available at extra cost. All offers are subject to change without notice. All pricing includes delivery and destination fees up to $1,665, $5 OMVIC fee, $29 tire tax, other taxes, environmental fee, and $100 A/C charge (where applicable). Excludes licensing, registration, insurance, 
variable dealer administration fees (up to $399), fuel-fill charges up to $100, and down payment  (if applicable and unless otherwise specified). Other lease and financing options also available. 0% financing offer for up to 84 months available O.A.C to qualified retail customer, on approved 
credit for the new 2014 Forte LX MT (FO541E)/2014 Optima LX AT (OP742E)/2014 Rio LX MT (RO541E) with a selling price of $14,596/$22,314/$12,596 and includes delivery and destination fees of $1,485, tire tax of $15, A/C charge ($100 where applicable) and a cash bonus of $2,918/$4,000/$2,918. 
Bi-weekly payments of $80/$123/$69 for 84 months with $0 down payment. Credit fees of $0. Total obligation is $14,596/$22,314/$12,596. See retailer for complete details. ∞Cash purchase price for the new 2014 Forte LX MT (FO541E)/2014 Optima LX AT (OP742E)/2014 Rio LX MT (RO541E) 
is $14,596/$22,314/$12,596 and includes a cash bonus of $2,918/$4,000/$2,918 (which is deducted from the negotiated selling price before taxes). Retailer may sell for less. §Cash Bonus amounts are offered on select 2014 and 2015 models and are deducted from the negotiated purchase/
lease price before taxes. Offer ends June 2, 2014. See your dealer for complete details. ∆Model shown Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price for 2014 Forte SX (FO748E)/2014 Optima SX Turbo AT (OP748E)/2014 Rio4 SX with Navigation (RO749E) is $26,395/$34,795/$22,295. Highway/city fuel 
consumption is based on the 2014 Rio LX+ ECO (A/T)/2014 Forte 1.8L MPI 4-cyl (M/T)/2014 Optima 2.4L GDI (A/T). These updated estimates are based on the Government of Canada’s approved criteria and testing methods. Refer to the EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide. Your actual fuel 
consumption will vary based on driving habits and other factors. °The Bluetooth® wordmark and logo are registered trademarks and are owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. Information in this advertisement is believed to be accurate at the time of printing. For more information on our 5-year 
warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.

17415 Yonge Street      1.888.699.1809      kiaofnewmarket.com

WE’VE GOT  
YOU COVERED
*5-year/100,000 km  
worry-free  
comprehensive  
warranty.

Kia’s new Customer Friendly Pricing includes 
delivery and destination fees and all mandatory 
government levies. Prices do not include fuel-fill 
charges up to $100, dealer administration fees 
up to $399, licensing or applicable taxes.
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Aurora’s Community Newspaper
Arts & Culture

Bathroom & Kitchen 
Accessories

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre   14800 Yonge Street  • 905- 726-4063

all in stock Spring/Summer 
regular priced items25off

Women’s 
dresses for all 

occassions

Tons of Great Gifts for Mom 
Gift Certificates Available

Cartise, Yest, Tribal, Mexx, Point Zero, Robert Kitchen

Wednesday May 7 to 
Sunday May 11.

Like us on facebook@facebook.com/omarsshoes

Raz & Mae Khamissa, owners of Omars Shoes, 

Come see the Spring/Summer Clarks collection featuring driving mocs and boat 
shoes. With removable footbeds and cushioned comfort, they make a great 

mothers day gift!

Invite you
to come and visit us and our friendly and informed staff 
at the largest shoe store north of Metro! 
Omars is celebrating 44 years of fitting shoes for everyone from babies to adults. 

14800 Yonge St. • Aurora Shopping Centre • 905-727-9391 • www.omarsshoes.com

EST. 1970
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through her work and this week, her vision, 
three years in the making, will be unveiled 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre in Indiginesse: 
Perspectives from Contemporary Native 
Women.

Hailed by the Aurora Cultural Centre as 
one of  the primary cornerstones of  their 
2014 season, the exhibition formally opened 
for viewing on Wednesday, with the official 
opening reception scheduled for Thursday, 
May 15. 

Indiginesse brings together the art – and 
the messages – of  Aboriginal and Metis 
women from coast to coast in work ranging 
from painting, to sculpture, to textiles.

The initial kernels of  the idea were first 
sown for Ms. Bertin at her own shows where 
she found herself  “explaining Native people 
to non-Native Canadians” more times than 
she cared to remember. The more she 
thought about it, the more she wanted to 
seek ways to facilitate a true dialogue about 
what contemporary Native people are all 
about. 

“Yes, they do pay taxes, but let’s get 
beyond that!” she says with a laugh, noting 
perceptions can often stem from sound bites 
and inaccurate history books.

“I have always believed that artists are 
the ones who accurately record history 
and I started to get to know my own peers 
and who my own peers were. Yes, I am 
speaking from my point of  view, but there 
are artists from across Canada who come 
from different communities.”

Metis from Ontario, she elaborates, are 
quite different from the Metis of  Manitoba. 
The Ojibwa from the east are very different 
compared to the residents of  Haida Gwaii. 
Through the process, Ms. Bertin was able 
to learn more about her peers and her 
contemporaries.

“I decided to concentrate mostly on 
women because of  the whole aspect of  the 
missing and murdered women from across 
the country, which is finally starting to get 
some attention,” she says. “Historically, 
from the First Nations’ perspective, women 
are always the ones who were the storytellers 
and the keepers of  the knowledge. They 
were the ones who kept the traditions of  the 
culture alive. For those reasons, I decided to 
put a show together of  Native women from 
across the country who are creating, but 
also have something to say. They are not just 
creating decorations. They have something 
to say about where they are coming from in 
today’s society.”

Artists included in the show are Kayeri 

Akweks, Christi Belcourt, Lee Claremont, 
Raven Davis, Lee Deranger, Lita Fontaine, 
LauraLee K. Harris, Maria Hupfield, Nadya 
Kwandibens, Tanya Lukin-Linklater, 
Shelley Niro, and Janice Toulouse. 

With the artists assembled, the next 
task was to find a venue and the Aurora 
Cultural Centre were more than willing 
hosts. She says she has been lucky that so 
many women were willing to step up and 
participate in the show. Curating the diverse 
work, including painting, beadwork, and 
contemporary abstract forms, was not an 
easy task either – but the message soon 
became clear.

“Amazingly enough, it was the diversity 
that brought the show together,” says Ms. 
Bertin. “Everyone was coming from a 
different perspective and a different point 
of  view. At some point, the show ended up 
being about different aspects of  women’s 
lives and that is what ultimately ties it 
together. We are not just talking about the 
missing and murdered women, we are 
talking about people’s perceptions. They 
are all intertwined because these are all 
issues that face women and, in particular, 
Aboriginal women.

“It was also, in terms of  organizing the 
events, finding artists who could bring up 
a subject matter which would also open up 
the discussions, artists who would be able 
and willing to answer questions and have 
that discourse so people could take away. We 
can’t answer all the questions throughout a 
show, but we can at least provide a creative 
forum to allow for more discussion in the 
future and inspire people to go out and look 
for more information.”

At the end of  the day, for Ms. Bertin, if  
the show can create a dialogue, that is the 
measure of  success. She says she wants 
people to come into the show with open 
minds, although they are braced for that all-
too-familiar tax question.

“Even if  those are the questions, if  they 
are asked genuinely, it doesn’t matter what 
the question is so long as the question is 
asked.”

Indiginesse: Perspectives from 
Contemporary Native Women runs at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre from May 7 – June 
28. The opening reception will take place 
Thursday, May 15 from 7 – 9 p.m., with 
guest Senator Dr. Alis Kennedy. Thursday’s 
opening will also include poetry and an 
artist talk with Raven Davis. For more 
information on the exhibition, including 
associated performances and workshops, 
visit www.nataliebertin.com. 

Contemporary Aboriginal women 
spark dialog

Aurora Public Library to host  
Human Rights panel

People often think of  human rights 
as an international concern, and they 
very often are; but human rights issues, 
and indeed abuses, are things that can 
hit very close to home.

The Aurora Public Library aims to 
underscore this point next Wednesday, 
May 14, when they host a Human Rights 
Panel at the Library as part of  their 
One Book One Aurora initiative. 

Organizers promise “a stimulating 
discussion about how we can bring 
about human rights from a global and 
local perspective.”

Moderated by Colleen Abbott, former 
CEO of  the Aurora Public Library, and 
current co-chair of  the Aurora Film 
Circuit, the panel will bring together 
four panelists speaking to wide-ranging 
issues in this field. 

Suniana Mannan is one such 
panellist. As York Region’s Anti-
Human Trafficking Coordinator at the 
Women’s Centre of  York Region, Ms. 
Mannan specializes in gender-based 
sexual violence within York Region 
and the Greater Toronto Area, focusing 
on prevention, advocacy, outreach and 
crisis lines. 

Speaking about how businesses can 
have an impact on human rights will 
be John Crowell, Manager of  Social 
Responsibility for Magna International. 
Very active within Magna for the 
Community, as well as Neighbourhood 
Network, Mr. Crowell will speak about 

his background with business ethics 
and sustainability, as well as his 
volunteer work with a wide spectrum of  
charities and non-profits, including Inn 
From The Cold.

Having spearheaded a number of  
philanthropic initiatives within the 
community from a very young age, 
including last year’s coffee house to 
support education initiatives in the 
Ukraine, Grade 11 Aurora High School 
student Sally Falk will speak about 
her work as Head Fundraiser and 
Community Outreach Advocate for the 
Youth Informer, an online magazine run 
for youth by youth focusing on national 
and international affairs. 

Talking on the international 
perspective will be Andrea Beal, who 
has worked here in Canada, but also 
as far afield as Swaziland on issues 
related to human rights as part of  the 
Grandmothers Advocacy Network. 
Focusing on the plight of  older women 
and children in their care, particularly 
older women in sub-Saharan Africa who 
have been left to care for their young 
grandchildren and relatives after losing 
their parents to AIDS, she will speak 
about networks that can be founded here 
at home to help counterparts abroad. 

Tickets for this free event are 
available at the Library’s Adult 
Information Desk, or by calling 905-727-
9494 x275. The event gets underway at 7 
p.m.

Nathalie Bertin, 
left, has spear-
headed the latest 
exhibition, along 
with Clare Bolton 
of the Aurora Cul-
tural Centre. This 
is a unique exhibi-
tion for the Aurora 
Cultural Centre on 
many fronts. One 
of the many firsts 
will be the sale of 
catalogues for the 
Indiginesse exhi-
bition. Each book 
is $10 and profiles 
each artist and Ms. 
Bertin’s process in 
curating the exten-
sive show. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir

From page 1
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MARY DOLDERSUM, Broker
mdoldersum@trebnet.com  www.marydoldersum.com

CHAY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

22 Queen St. S. TOTTENHAM
905-936-3500

NEW LISTING!
TREE-LINED CENTRE ST. N., BEETON

Historic 4 Bedroom Century Home, Carefully Restored & Updated, on 54x236 ft. irreg-
ular lot. Double-sided fi replace shared between gracious living room & family-sized 
kitchen w/walkout to side yard. Main fl oor family & laundry rooms. 3rd fl oor loft 
awaiting your imagination. Original 2-storey brick coachhouse. A true gem! $529,000

ALL NEW

Your Local Auto Source for 
Hometown Auto Related Stories and News...
from a Grassroots, Independent Perspective.

Young Aurorans to take a hands-on approach in look and feel of Youth Space
By Brock Weir

Doors were opened last week for 
youth to become involved in the issues 
that matter to them.

Last week was National Youth 
Week and, coinciding with that 
commemoration, Aurora is now 
accepting applications from local 
youth between the ages of  12 and 17 to 
become members of  Aurora’s Youth 
Engagement Committee.

The move comes after a delegation 
to Council earlier this year of  a group 
of  high school students looking to form 
a committee to represent the interests 
of  young Aurorans within Town Hall. 

“We have since met with those youth 
and we are working together right 
now,” says Franco DeMarco, Acting 
Youth and Community Development 
Coordinator for the Town of  Aurora, 
noting the vision of  the committee 
going forward is slightly different from 
what was originally proposed. “If  youth 
are interested in making a difference 
in the community and getting involved 
in taking on a leadership role, those 
are opportunities we will have open to 
them.”

All of  this is in anticipation of  
opening up Aurora’s Community 
Space for Youth, or Youth Centre, at 
the newly revamped Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex, currently under 
reconstruction on Industrial Parkway 
North. 

These youth will be able to help 
guide the development of  the Centre, 
and also leave their mark in other 
ways around the new building. 

Mr. DeMarco has also launched 
a new program called Urban Art 

Aurora. Youth, again between the ages 
of  12 and 17 are invited to apply and 
brainstorm this spring on ideas for 
graffiti-based art which will become 
an installation within the Centre. 

“With our new Youth Centre opening 
up in the fall, we were brainstorming 
new initiatives to get youth engaged in 
the community,” he says. “We do a lot in 
the community already with Art in the 
Park, an initiative which is underway 
again this year. We’re currently doing 
a youth art show, but we didn’t have an 
urban art category and we recognized 
that as another opportunity. 

“Urban art is very trendy and 
popular and we wanted to see if  our 
youth wanted to get involved in it. It 
has just opened up for registration and 
we have gotten great feedback so far.”

Urban art is something which can 
be opened up to wide interpretation. 
For the purposes of  Urban Art Aurora, 
organizers have chosen to focus on 
graffiti, primarily with spray paint to 
get the creative juices flowing. 

They have taken the idea to schools, 
contacts in high school, as well as to 
some Grade 8 teachers within the 
community to get the ball rolling.

“As this is our first year, we are only 
taking 10 participants total and we 
have received five registrations in just 
a couple of  days,” says Mr. DeMarco. 
“Registration will go until the end 
of  May, so with a whole month left, 
feedback has been great.”

Once all the participants have been 
selected, planning will get underway 
at a brainstorming session tentatively 
scheduled for the afternoon of  Tuesday, 
June 10. There, organizers and teens 
will share their visions and put their 

heads together on going forward. 
“We want to see what they want. 

That night, we will be getting their 
ideas and coming up with a possible 
theme. We don’t really know what that 
will look like because it really will 
depend on the youth that come to the 
table and we will be letting them lead 
those conversations

“We will give them boundaries in 
which to work, but really it is going 
to be on them to come up with the 
concept. From there, once we have 
established that, they will go their 
own separate ways, maybe we’ll work 
on some sketches of  what we have in 
mind, we’ll bring it back for our check 
in point to look over what has been 
happening so far and keep everyone on 
track. We’ll work towards a sketching 

night.”
Students will then be able to transfer 

their ideas and sketch them onto two 
huge pieces of  canvas which will then 
come to life as the young artists wield 
their spray paint cans outside for all 
to see as part of  Aurora’s Canada Day 
Celebrations. 

“We’re doing two 30 foot canvasses 
and the idea is depending on the 
registration to have five youth per 
canvas,” says Mr. DeMarco. “That 
night we will transfer those sketches 
to canvasses and then on Canada Day 
they will actually paint them in an en 
plein air approach.”

For more information on the 
initiative, visit www.aurora.ca/aurora/
youth. 

Catholic School Board makes $3.3 
million investment in music programs

By Brock Weir

If  music be the food of  love, 
elementary school students in the 
York Catholic District School Board 
could soon be welcomed to a veritable 
smorgasbord. 

The York Catholic District School 
Board (YCDSB) approved a motion 
last week that will pave the way for 
a $3.3 million investment in music 
which is slated to be doled out over 
the next four years, pending approval 
from the Ministry of  Education.

According to the Board, the 
money will come from its Proceeds 
of  Disposition funds, and will build 
upon an $800,000 allocation for new 
instruments and other music-related 
material. 

“This infusion of  money is part of  
the Board’s four-year plan to support 
the elementary music curriculum 
by designing and retrofitting a 
classroom in every elementary 
school for music that may include 
soundproofing and storage for 
instruments,” said the YCDSB in a 
statement, noting that, depending on 
the Grade, YCDSB elementary school 
students can receive between 40 and 
80 minutes of  music education each 
week. 

For Elizabeth Crowe, trustee 
for Aurora – as well as King and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville on the 
YCDSB board – providing high-
quality learning spaces is a top 
priority. 

“Our goal is that staff  is supported 
with resources that are equitably 
allocated to each of  our schools,” 
said Ms. Crowe in a statement. 

Added Diane Murgaski, 
Superintendent of  Education, 
Curriculum and Assessment: 
“Music education is very engaging 
for all students, providing rich 
and varied experiences for them 
to perform, create and enjoy all 

types of  music. Regardless of  their 
abilities, all students can succeed in 
this music program. Students can 
grow 21st century learning skills, 
such as creativity and collaborative 
teamwork. Math learning is also 
enriched by critical thinking and 
concentration that music education 
provides. The York Catholic Music 
Initiative is a win-win situation for 
everyone.”

MUSIC FOR CATHOLIC 
EDUCATION WEEK

Music is a significant theme this 
week as Aurora’s Catholic Schools 
join with others around York Region 
for Catholic Education week. 

As The Auroran went to press, 
students at Our Lady of  Grace 
Catholic Elementary School were 
scheduled to present songs at a 
school assembly on Wednesday 
focusing on the word “Love”, before 
gathering together on Friday to pray 
the rosary with the entire school. 

Thursday will be memorable at 
St. Joseph C.E.S. with a concert by 
Christian rockers LifeBand, followed 
by a volunteer mass on Friday 
morning and a poetry reading café 
with Grade 7 students at the Aurora 
Seniors’ Centre. 

On Friday, students at Holy Spirit 
Catholic Elementary School will 
take in a For The Love of  Dance 
presentation, which will follow the 
previous morning’s presentation on 
self-esteem and setting goals lead by 
paralympians. 

Throughout the week at St. 
Maximilan Kolbe Catholic High 
School, students will run a clothing 
drive in conjunction with the Rotary 
Club of  Aurora for an Ojibwa 
reservation. On Wednesday, a 
liturgical dance will be performed 
based on the theme “Serving in the 
Love of  Christ”, while students will 
travel to Ottawa on Thursday. 

New plays make their Aurora 
debuts this weekend

Original plays on the many facets of  
Canadian life will make their Aurora 
debuts in a series of  readings hosted at 
the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Produced by Theatre Starts Inc. and 
Writers’ Springboard, the series aims 
to “promote and develop new voices in 
the theatre.”

“The readings are performed 
before an audience by trained actors 
and directed by professionals with 
international reputations,” says 
Writers’ Springboard. “Writers, actors, 
directors and dramaturges are invited 
to participate in a dialogue with the 
audience after the reading. 

The first of  the plays is “Bucket 
List”, by Trish West. It charts the story 
of  two elderly men who, as the name 
suggests, map out their remaining 
years. Also by Trish West, “Skin 
Deep” takes a look at “exploring the 
threats to maintaining deep bonds in 
an ordinary family that is coping with 

extraordinary events.” Both plays take 
the stage at the Cultural Centre on 
Friday night at 7.30 p.m. and Saturday 
at 2 p.m.  

Next up, is the non-fiction play “I’m 
Mitch Hepburn” by Larry Glassford 
and David Jones.

“Politics wasn’t always dull. Who 
knew?” says Theatre Starts. “A 
radical politician becomes Premier of  
Ontario. Along the way, a story unfolds 
of  deals, betrayals, hard drinking and 
womanizing.” Rounding out the lineup 
is N.H. Downie’s “Lady of  the Chair”, 
which follows the secrets between 
a mother and daughter who “can 
neither forgive nor forget the past. 
Bad decisions, a death and too much 
memory conspire to lead a washed-up 
actress to seek oblivion.”

The first reading is Saturday at 7.30 
p.m. followed by Sunday at 2 p.m. For 
more information, including tickets, 
email tickets@theatrestarts.com. 

Franco DeMarco, Acting Youth and Community Development Coordinator for the Town of Aurora, is 
spearheading Urban Art Aurora 2014. He is pictured above at the 52nd Annual Juried Art Show and 
Sale on Friday evening.                        Auroran photo by David Falconer
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NOW ON SALE

Second location now open: 213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4, Keswick 905-535-2317 

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

FLOATING 
LOUNGE 
CHAIR

Reg: $99.99 
* While supplies last

OnlyOnly 7999$

OUR ANNUAL TRUCKLOAD SALE - APRIL 26, 27 & 28
• Chemicals  •  Spas  •  Solar  Blankets •  Solar  Rol lers  •  Pumps & Fi l ters  •  Toys & Inf latables 

•  Heaters •  Automatic Cleaners •  Above-Ground Pools  •  Maintenance Equipment •  Salt  Systems

THE
BACKYARD POOL & SPA COMPANYLTD

Celebrating 20 years in business

*2012 MAAX SPA CANADIAN DEALER OF THE YEAR*

75 Mary Street, 
Aurora, L4G 1G3

BOOK YOUR 
POOL OPENING NOW!

Complete Your Outdoor Experience 
and Keep Mom Nice and Warm 

on the PATIO!

Mom will also love this 
FLOATING LOUNGE 
CHAIR for the pool. 

                Only   79 

AURORA KESWICK

$ 99
Reg. $99.99. While supplies last

213-225 The Queensway South, Unit 4 

Reg. $99.99. While supplies last

Complete Your Outdoor Experience Complete Your Outdoor Experience Mom will also love this Mom will also love this 

Celebrating 
21 years 
In Business

ON ALL DESIGNER PATIO HEATERS

Thursday, 
May 8 

to Sunday, 
May 11 

only

130 Hollidge Blvd. • 905-727-6030

• Manicure 
• Spa Pedicure 
• Bio Gel 

• Solar Nails 
• UV Gel Nails 
• Acrylic 
• Air Brush Design

Walk-ins welcomeWellington St. E.
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Get Cool. Get Comfortable. 
Get Daikin!
Enhance your home’s level of comfort and lower your 
energy bills too. Simply ask a Daikin Comfort Pro. It’s that 
easy. And be certain to ask about our Comfort Promise.

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com

COMFORT FOR LIFE

(Insert Dealer Info Here)

Exclusive Dealer: 

136 Wellington St. E., 
905-727-4258 
www.tholiver.com

12 YEAR
PARTS & 
LABOUR 

WARRANTY

Museum proposal courts controversy at the Council table
By Brock Weir

Bidders looking to win the contract to bring 
the Aurora Museum back to life need to provide 
Aurora with more details of  their game plan.

That is the word from Councillors who argue 
the staff’s recommendation to hand over the 
curating of  the Aurora Museum for a five year 
tem to Markham’s Cultural Asset Management 
(CAM) group leads to more questions than 
answers. 

Councillors questioned the recommendation 
which saw CAM score significantly higher 
in the evaluation process over fellow bidders 
the Aurora Historical Society (AHS) and the 
Aurora Cultural Centre, at last week’s General 
Committee meeting.  

There, Councillors wanted details on just 
what each proponent envisioned for a museum, 
as well as the costs entailed with each plan. 
These details, however, could not be made public 
under provisions in the existing RFP.

Al Downey, Aurora’s Director of  Parks and 
Recreation, said each proponent was required 
to provide the Town with a work plan, identify 
what they were proposing to do, and how they 
were proposing to do it. All of  that information 
was in their respective pitches, but according 
to Town Solicitor Warren Mar, this information 
would have to remain confidential without the 
consent of  all three parties. 

Further, under the terms of  the RFP, there 
would also be a “blackout” in the AHS, CAM, or 
Cultural Centre from speaking to Councillors 
about their vision. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Downey told Councillors 
that CAM scored the highest marks or tied in 
all categories in which the proposals were 
reviewed. Even if  one takes the fees and costs 
off  the table and out of  the equation, they still 
scored the highest. 

“We felt Council was going to be okay with an 
operator that wasn’t necessarily home-based,” 
said Mr. Downey. “If  we cancel this particular 
RFP, I would more than likely come back to you 
with some options. We might be revisiting some 
of  the old ones again but it would be helpful for 
me if  we had some clear direction as to what the 
goal of  Council was. 

“Some of  the concerns raised previously was 
there was some funding issue and whether or 
not there was adequate funding to be able to deal 
with this. We had presented a long-term financial 
plan with regards to the collection. That wasn’t 
acceptable to Council and I don’t know whether 
or not you are in a position at this point to deal 
with it, or whether you simply want to deal with 
it on a year to year basis. I don’t believe that is 
the method I would recommend.”

Details released this Tuesday, however, 
provided clearer information. According to 
numbers released by Mr. Downey, CAM scored 
a 57.7% on the technical side of  things, and a 
fee of  $556,500 over five years. The AHS came in 
at 51.25% on the technical score, but proposed a 
five-year fee of  $1,248,250.

Leading up to the recommendation which 
was ultimately received by Councillors at the 
Committee level were concerns about finding 
that “Made in Aurora” solution. For some 
Councillors, going with CAM was, at least 
without this further information, not that 
solution. 

Councillor Evelyn Buck, for instance, said 
she would not be in favour of  anything that 
would exclude the AHS from “the participation 
and reorganization of  our museum.”

“I am not going to donate to that museum until 
I know the people who are looking after it will 
have the same feeling about it as I do and there 
have been 10 years now that people have been 
waiting to donate [their items] to a museum and 
holding onto them until the time comes when 
[they can trust] it will become part of  something 
that can be enjoyed for future generations. 

“It is a unique service that we are looking for 
and nobody can provide those loving hands but 
caring volunteers.”

This was one point which the majority of  
Council members seemed to agree upon. It was 
a unique service, many argued, and one which 
should not necessarily be handled in the same 
vein as an RFP for road repairs or infrastructure 
improvements. 

“I am trying to read between the lines [and] 
my mind leads to how subjective were the 
people on the committee in terms of  giving 
percentages to various proponents and, in terms 
of  the proponents, what level of  services were 
they recommending, and what level of  service 
do we want in the collection?” said Councillor 
John Gallo.

“There are more questions than there are 
answers and I am questioning whether this was 
the right process to be able to identify which 
direction to go. We need to know what to do next. 
I don’t think anyone just wants to shelve this.”

After initially voting to cancel the RFP, 
Councillors ultimately voted to open it back up 
to seek further information. Speaking to his 
motion to do so, Councillor Thompson said they 
needed to know each group’s vision. 

“I like having as much information as possible 
and if  all proponents are willing to share their 
vision of  what the Aurora Museum is going to 
look like, I think we need to have that information 
before we make a final determination,” he said. 

All three parties should come forward and 
make a presentation to Council on such a vision, 
according to Councillor Sandra Humfryes, and 
this was a view bolstered by Councillor Ballard, 
who said the topic is “so close to the hearts of  
Aurora residents.”

“We’re left to try and interpret a staff  report 
and I am just interested in trying to glean more 
about the vision and competence so that I feel 
comfortable on Tuesday when I am asked to vote 
on this.”

One voice of  opposition 
around the table was that 
of  Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
who said he was in favour 
of  moving ahead with 
staff’s recommendation to 
hire CAM to resurrect the 
museum with the Aurora 
Collection. 

“Staff  have done exactly 
what we asked them to do 
based on the resolutions 
that were passed at this 
table,” he said. “Quite 
frankly, it looks to me like 
we don’t like the answer so 
we’re moving to not accept 
the resolution. 

“I was quite prepared to support the entire 
recommendation brought forward by staff. I had 
forgotten the AHS actually subcontracted to CAM to do 
the display last year. If  we were to choose the Aurora 
Historical Society, would they just go and subcontract 
CAM again? “

After over 10 years, Councillors want 
museum by the end of this term

By Brock Weir 

Although they got hung up on details 
swirling around three proposals to bring 
Aurora’s museum back to life, one thing 
the majority of  Council can agree on is 
they want a museum back sooner rather 
than later. 

Councillors initially voted to cancel 
the RFP responded to by three bidders 
for curating the Aurora Museum, but 
opted to leave the discussions open at 
least for this week’s Council meeting 
in the hopes that a vision will move 
forward.

“I would like to see a museum this 
term and my concern is if  we don’t do 
anything in terms of  direction tonight 
and we wait until next week to start it all 
over again, we just keep getting father 
and farther away from the possibility 
of  actually seeing a museum open by 
the end of  this term,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson.

Councillor Abel said he was in favour 
of  the alternative not to proceed with 
the proposal, but clear direction was 
needed. From his perspective, the Town 
of  Aurora already owns the collection, it 
owns the Church Street School building 
and Aurora’s contract with the Aurora 
Cultural Centre housed within it has 
already secured the museum space. 

“In my mind, I see it as we direct staff  
to go and put in exhibits and we will find 
out what cooperation we can get from 
the Aurora Cultural Centre and AHS,” 
he said. “I think we have to be clear. No 
more proposals. We can just move in. 
We have the artefacts, the building, and 
let’s just get on with it.”

This was a similar view expressed 
by Councillor Evelyn Buck, who said 
Aurora’s involvement with the previous 
Aurora museum has already provided 
a template on how to move forward in 
what was a “first class museum to the 
community” with a “shake of  the hand 
partnership” with the AHS.

“We provided them with funding 
so they could hire a curator and they 

provided the service,” she said. “We 
know how to do it. We don’t need to 
reinvent the wheel. All we need to do 
is pick up the threads where they were 
broken off  when artefacts had to be 
packed up. All we need to do is pick up 
those threads and start again.”

Pictured above is Mayor Geoff Dawe stopping in for lunch and welcoming 
the owners of the Shawarma Land at 15531 Yonge Street to Aurora. Sha-
warma Land, serving Middle Eastern cuisine, was opened up on August 7, 
2013 by Saleh Abuayash, pictured above, with his brother and parents.           

Auroran photo by David Falconer 
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Now that the weather has turned 
for the better, all of  Ontario’s golf  
enthusiasts can finally get out on the 
courses and start to enjoy the lifelong 
game of  Golf.  After dusting off  your 
clubs from storage, consider this; 2014 
golf  equipment has made some major 
strides in improvements relative to 
other years.  In running my own Golf  
Shop, it is important to be honest 
with the golfers coming to me for 
new equipment so I always analyze 
what they already have in their bags.   
Sometimes I tell them to wait a year 
for any new purchases as they already 
have a good matrix.  2014 is a little 
different.  Companies such as Titleist, 
Taylor Made and Nike have really come 
to the plate with products worth serious 
consideration.  

The new Vokey wedges from Titleist 
now have a myriad of  options that can 
now truly fit any golfer, not just the top 
players.  After approximately 600- 800 
shots with a wedge, the grooves begin to 
degrade, making wedges one part of  the 
bag that needs replacing more than the 
others. Titliest also has hit a home run 

with their AP1 and AP2 iron sets.  They 
have captured a beautifully looking 
club that is also easy to hit. Taylor Made 
continues to drive the industry forward 
with its new SLDR Driver and woods. 
Many golfers are coming into the shop 
telling me how much yardage they have 
gained, so its practically selling itself.   
They made an adjustment to the club’s 
center of  gravity and the results have 
been astounding.  Nike continues to 
impress with great performing clubs, 
gorgeous designs, and top players 
giving their stamp of  approval.  Tiger 
Woods and Rory Milroy have made the 
switch, enough said.  

The time is right for new equipment 
so call your local PGA professional 
and we’ll be happy to set you up with 
the best equipment for your game. It’s 
going to be a great year for golf  with all 
of  these new products out there to help 
us enjoy the greatest game on earth. 

Chris McNair, PGA of  Canada
Head Professional
Meadowbrook Golf  Club
chris@meadowbrookgolf.net
@mcnairpga

The Aurora Spartans U13 Boys celebrate their gold medal win at the Ontar-
io Basketball Association’s Provincial Cup this month.        Submitted photo

New golf club technology can help your game
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“Spirited” Aurora Spartans take 
basketball gold as division champs

By Jeff Doner

Heading into the Ontario Basketball 
Association’s Provincial Cup in Kingston 
last week, the Aurora Spartans U13 
bantam boys basketball team knew they 
had tough fight ahead of  them as the 
eighth seed in Division 6.

But the spirited group that has played 
together for the better part of  five years 
prevailed and won all four of  their games 
on route to winning gold in their division.

“It definitely felt really good and it felt 
like the hard work that we put in paid 
off,” said player Johnathan Avjousti. 
“We bonded together really well building 
relationships and it has just been really 
good over the past few weeks.”

To win gold, the team beat the third 
seeded Toronto Motion West 54 – 45 in a 
come from behind win. In game two they 
used an early lead to down Brampton 59 
– 30, sailed past the Chatham – Kent Wild 
Hawks 62 – 53 in the semi-finals, and then 
again held on to an early lead against the 
first seeded Brantford Hawks to win the 
gold medal by a score of  54 – 45.

In that final game, Johnathan recorded 
a career high 34 points to lead his team to 
gold.

“In the first quarter we jumped up by 
12 points and at the end of  the half  we had 
an eight point lead,” Johnathan said. “At 
the start of  the second half  they started 
to come back, but then we kind of  pulled 
away with it. It was just overwhelming 
and it just felt really good.”

Coach Andrew Avjousti said the victory 
meant a lot for the club as they went 
winless in the previous two Provincial 
Cups and that it was pure hard work and 

bonding that helped put them over the top.
“The difference this year comes from 

a couple things. We got them into more 
practices, more tournaments, more games 
and we set them up with a development 
coach for more skills training out of  
Villanova,” he said. “The guy that runs 
the basketball program out of  there 
[Derek Alexander] he had some private 
sessions with the boys to go over some 
defensive plays.”

The hard work obviously paid off  
for the team, as they also recently were 
selected as winners of  the Ford Drills and 
Skills competition that sent them down 
to the Air Canada Centre for a Toronto 
Raptors game.

Aside from that, Andrew said the team 
has worked relentlessly this season to get 
better in an attempt to move up the OBA 
rankings.

“We had some issues earlier in the 
season where we didn’t think the boys 
were being aggressive enough,” he said. 
“The boys put a lot of  heart into the 
weekend and we prepared them well for 
this tournament and worked on some 
fundamental skills where we felt they had 
some weaknesses, like with rebounding 
and defense and it just seemed like 
everything came together and the boys 
peaked this weekend.”

The team is pretty well finished for the 
season now, but will continue to practice 
and will also play in a couple of  summer 
tournaments to keep sharp for the season 
in September when they will compete at 
the major bantam level.

For more information on the 
Spartans or IEM Basketball, visit www.
iembasketball.com

Cardinal Carter students honoured 
for Character, heroism

By Jeff Doner

Back in September 2013, brothers Colten 
and Luke Rybuck were just out to buy a new 
video game when they heard a smoke alarm 
and someone calling for help in a nearby 
house.

The two brothers did not hesitate and 
immediately jumped to action to help save a 
70-year-old man from inside the house.

“At first I couldn’t really believe what 
was happening,” Colten recalled. “It was 
hard to take it all in.”

Upon reaching the front door, Colten 
called 911, while Luke kicked open the 
door, only to then battle thick, black smoke 
rushing out from inside.

“We heard him yelling for help and our 
natural instinct was just to help him and 
that’s what we tried doing,” Luke added. 
“We were trying to make sense of  it at first 
and it just didn’t seem real. Then when we 
realized what was going on…it was pretty 
crazy.”

At the 8th Annual York Region Character 
Community Awards last week, the two 
Cardinal Carter High School students were 
presented with the Community Hero award 
by York Regional Police Chief  Eric Jolliffe.

“Tonight is all about celebrating 
character and these are two young fellas 
that have really stepped up from a character 
attribute to show how important, in their 
own mind, it is to look after your community 
and they did a really great deed,” Jolliffe 
said. “I’m very impressed – two young fellas 
stepping in and rescuing a 70-year-old.”

In the end, the 70-year-old man and the 
two boys were treated for smoke inhalation, 
but all are perfectly fine thanks to the boys’ 

actions.
Colten is in Grade 12 and is currently 

studying to become an automotive service 
technician, while Luke (Grade 11) has his 
sights set on someday becoming a police 
officer, something Chief  Jolliffe thought 
was fitting given the circumstances.

“I think that’s really cool,” Jolliffe said. 
“This is why we as an organization are a 
sponsor here, to encourage youth to engage 
in their community. As a police service, 
that’s highly important for us.”

Despite their brave actions, the two 
remain modest about winning the award.

“We weren’t expecting this, we were there 
and just trying to help, but it feels good to be 
recognized by the community,” Luke said.

Regional Chairman Bill Fisch  
also honoured at awards

Recently announcing his retirement 
from years of  public service, Regional 
Chairman and York Region CEO Bill Fisch 
was also honoured with the Character 
Champion award.

The award is presented by the Character 
Community Foundation of  York Region 
in recognition of  outstanding work in 
championing the Character Community 
movement in York Region.

Fisch’s first foray into politics began in 
1988 as a Councillor in Markham and he 
was elected as a Regional Councillor for 
Markham in 1994.

Over the years, he has spent much time 
improving the community by working with 
the York Regional Police Services Board, 
the Mackenzie Richmond Hill Hospital, GO 
Transit Board, the United Way, and recently 
helping to bring the Special Olympics to 
York Region.

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Barbarians held 
their second annual “Try” Rugby 
Day, inviting junior and minor 
players to come out and try the 
sport for free at St. Maximilian 
Kolbe CHS on Saturday.

Kids of  all ages came out with 
their parents and braved the chilly, 
drizzling spring weather to see 
firsthand what rugby has to offer. 

Barbs past president John Reich 
said the club was thrilled with the 
turnout.

“It’s great to see the community 
supporting us and wonderful to see 
so many parents willing to bring 
their kids out to try something 
new,” he said. “Of  the about 50 or so 
kids that were there, I’d say about 
30 of  them were absolute newbies 
to the game, so that’s wonderful to 
see.”

Interactive games and sessions 
with coaches were set up for the 
youngsters and parents were 
given the opportunity to speak 
with coaches, trainers and veteran 
players. The club also served up 
lunch and had a booth with some 
swag and information.

Sandy Townsend, director of  
junior men’s rugby with the Barbs 
and one of  the event organizers, 
said the event was created to give 
kids the opportunity to try out 
rugby, when they otherwise might 
not ever be exposed to it.

“A lot of  the kids we had out 
today have never seen the game 
on TV, don’t have parents who play 
it, and don’t even have it at their 
school, so we’re delighted that 
they find out about it somewhere. 
And I have to say that I was really 
impressed with the number of  
girls who were out today.”

Townsend explained that youth 
seem to be drawn to the sport 
because of  it’s physicality and the 
fact that it truly allows anybody to 
play and participate.

For girls, Townsend said it’s one 
of  the rare contact sports where 
girls play by the same rules as the 

boys.
The junior and minor seasons 

will start up at the end of  May 
and run through to August. 
Registration is still open, so for 
more information, visit www.
aurorabarbarians.com

Senior men’s and women’s 
teams ready to take another 

run at championships
The 2014 season has been slow 

to start, but the senior men’s and 
women’s rugby teams are finally 
gearing up for the regular season.

“It’s slow, but steady,” said 
Reich of  pre-season progress. “The 
senior men and women have been 
out through the month of  April, 
but as you can imagine, we’ve 
even had snow at least two nights 
in early April, so with no warmth 
and all it’s been hard to get the 
players enthused. However, we’re 
definitely excited to get things 
going again.”

The senior men finished last 
season in second place behind 
the Toronto Scottish and will be 
looking to improve. However, this 
season the club will feature plenty 
of  new faces as many veteran 
players are moving on, opening 
some valuable spaces for some 
young homegrown talent.

“I think as far as both the men 
and the women are concerned, 
we’re going to have a significant 

turnover in players,” Reich said. 
“Last year’s senior men’s team 
was kind of  the last hurrah for a 
group of  guys that have been in 
the first team lineup probably for 
the last eight or nine years, but 
we were fortunate enough to win 
the U18 championship, so I see 
seven or eight of  those recently 
graduated juniors to step up into 
starting roles with the senior men. 

“If  we can maintain that right 
balance of  youth and enthusiasm, 
with a few of  the veterans sticking 
around, and I know they will, I 
think we’ll be competitive and 
with any luck, maybe top four.”

As for the women, they’ll have 
some more familiar faces, but are 
poised to once again be one of  the 
teams to 
beat. The 
w o m e n 
have won 
the Ontario 
Wo m e n ’ s 
League two 
years in a 
row.

B o t h 
s e n i o r 
w o m e n ’ s 
and men’s 
teams will 
be kicking 
off  their 
season this 
weekend. 

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club is turning 
50 and has some big plans to celebrate.

Last week, after receiving approval from 
Council and qualifying for all the necessary 
permits, the AYSC announced they will 
be staging 54-hours of  consecutive soccer 
games that may just earn them a place in 
the Guinness Book of  World Records.

The idea was first brought up some time 
ago and has been in the works since. 

“One of  the coaches from the U15 boys 
team, approached me on this idea and I 
thought it was a great idea. I thought it was 
fantastic,” said Paul Cunningham, vice-
president of  the competitive rep teams at 
the AYSC.

The date for the event will coincide 
with the annual June Festival Soccer 
Tournament, starting Friday, June 6 at 5:00 
p.m. through to Sunday night.

Cunningham said now that the project 
has received the green light, he and a team 
of  organizers will begin to work out the 
logistics. 

The plan is to have the tournament run 
just for the AYSC membership, with some 
adult teams from Aurora possibly filling out 
some of  the later time slots from 2:00 to 5:00 
a.m.

However, Cunningham said there is 
already a lot of  excitement building among 
AYSC membership, coaches and parents.

“Everybody that I’ve talked to regarding 
the marathon, including the coaches, is 
excited about it,” he said. “I coach the U15 
girls team and my daughter is all pumped 
about it. The coaches think it’s a great idea, 
so I don’t think we’ll have any problems 
getting volunteers or players to play in 
the marathon. Town Council was also 
unanimous on it and they just thought it 
was fantastic.”

The weekend itself  will be a busy one, 
with opening ceremonies taking place with 
the Mayor and other local Councillors, face 
painting, a D.J., and live entertainment also 
taking place at Sheppard’s Bush for the 
June Festival.

In terms of  the Guinness Book of  
Records, the hope is to surpass the current 
record of  53 consecutive hours of  soccer, 
which was achieved last summer in Alberta.

“I had a look at the Guinness Book of  
World Records for the longest marathon 
[of  this type] and it was actually 53 hours,” 
Cunningham explained. “I’ve applied 
online and I was accepted, so we’re going 
to go over some of  the logistics for that and 
see if  it’s actually do-able, because they’re 
actually pretty strict on their regulations 

and verifications that the record was done 
correctly.”

Cunningham is expecting it to be a 
tall task, but one 
the group of  
dedicated players 
and volunteers are 
confident they’ll be 
able to accomplish 
for the AYSC’s 50th 
year.

“It’s going to 
be fun. A lot of  
fun,” he said. “If  
we get some good 
exposure and we 
get as many people 
as we can coming 
out, it’s going to be 
good. I don’t think 
anything like this 
has gone on in York 
Region, that’s for 
sure.”

The soccer 
season will 
commence for 
many throughout 
the month of  May, 
but there are still 
opportunities to 

play or get involved.
For more information on the AYSC and 

its programs, visit www.aysc.ca.
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Aurora Youth Soccer Club to mark 50th anniversary 
with record-busting marathon

Barbs gear up for 2014 season

Aspiring rugby stars braved the rain at St. Maximilian Kolbe Catho-
lic High School on Saturday afternoon to get a flavour of the sport 
alongside the Aurora Barbarians. Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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COMING EVENTS

I hope everyone who came out to last 
month’s Aurora Home Show, hosted 
by the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 
enjoyed the show as much as I did. 

It was great to see old friends, and 
make a few new ones. There were 
many great businesses on display 
and the Chamber along with all the 
vendors did a great job.

I also want to thank all of  you that 
stopped by to say hi and took the 
time to write down your questions 
about home renovations issues and 
challenges. 

I will be answering your questions 
in upcoming columns. Also, to anyone 
that didn’t get a chance to write down 
a question because you just couldn’t 
think of  one at the time, remember to 
email me at the contact information 
below..

This week, I am going to talk about 

getting your mower ready for its 
working season. 

If  you did the proper shutdown of  
your mower for the winter season, 
then you will move quickly through 
these next steps as you will have 
already done the majority of  the 
things here months ago!

The first thing to do is to check oil 
levels. If  they’re good, then check or 
replace the filter. Now, one of  the most 
important things to do is lubricate 
all moving parts (this will have to be 
done regardless), as these moving 
parts tend to stiffen and the leftover 

grease or oil ends up hardening over 
the winter.

Now, another good thing to do is 
to clean the mower thoroughly and 
make sure all leaves that are stuck or 
clumps of  grass are removed. 

And that’s it!
Thus, if  you did your chores before 

the winter then you will have a quick 
and easy setup. If  you were not so 
organized (like the rest of  us!) and put 
things off, you have a longer list of  
things to do before you can relax and 
sit outside with a nice cool drink!

Until next time, remember a good 
job, is a job well done! 

Also, if  you have any questions or 
topic suggestions, you can reach me at 
www.facebook.com/anastasisdesign 
or on twitter, @ADesign_build and 
email, of  course, at Anastasis@
anastasisdesign.ca.

ASK TOM
Tom Mrakas

Get Your Mower 
Running

FRIDAY, MAY 9
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre hosts its Black Tie 

Gala this evening from 5.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. This 
informal event of  dinner and dancing will be catered 
with a buffet dinner, dessert, tea and coffee. An 
appetizer table will be available before dinner. A cash 
bar will also be available as well as prizes to be won. 
Dinner is served at 6.30. Non-members and singles are 
encouraged and welcome. Tickets are $25 each and $30 
for non-members. Tickets will be available from the 
Centre through May 2.

MAY 9 – MAY 11
Theatre Starts and Writers Springboard present 

a series of  new plays on Friday and Saturday at the 
Aurora Cultural Centre. On Friday at 7.30 p.m. and 
Saturday at 2 p.m., they will perform “Lady of  the 
Chair”, a play by Nicole Downie, followed by “I’m 
Mitch Hepburn” by David Jones and Larry Glassford. 
Performances continue Saturday night at 7.30 p.m. 
with “Bucket List” and “Skin Deep”, both by Trish 
West, on Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 per person, 
per reading. For more information, email tickets@
theatrestarts.com. 

SATURDAY, MAY 10
The Charles Darrow Co-Op will host their Annual 

Community Street Sale today from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The Charles Darrow Co-Op is located on James Henry 
Drive and Egan Crescent, just north of  Wellington 
Street West. 

* * * * 
MERLIN’S HOLLOW: The beautiful gardens of  

Dierdre and David Tomlinson open today for their 
33rd season. A favourite destination on Mother’s Day 
weekend, it will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Merlin’s 
Hollow is located at 181 Centre Crescent, just off  
Centre Street near Industrial Parkway.

MONDAY, MAY 12
3D Printing Information Session: Do you know 

what 3D printing is? Do you know how it works? 
Attend an info session to find out more and learn how 
to make awesome stuff  at your library! Aurora Public 
Library, Magna Room, 7 p.m. 905-727-9494 x275

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
The Aurora PROBUS club meets today at the Royal 

Canadian Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Guest speaker: Gerry Brisenden 
will make a presentation on the Canadian Snowbirds 
Association. For more information on our speaker 
call Cliff  White at 905-841-2421. New members are 
welcome. For more information about the PROBUS 
club, contact Gary Gilbert at 905-895-2849 or join us at 
the meeting. 

* * * * 
Human Rights Panel Discussion: Join us for an 

engaging grassroots discussion on human rights 
at Aurora Public Library, as part of  One Book One 
Aurora. Panelists offer a diverse range of  expertise 
including human trafficking, relief  work in Africa, 
youth activism and corporate philanthropy.  Free 
event. Tickets are available at the Adult Information 
Desk. 905-727-9494 x275.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
Choose Your Own Adventure: Ever wish you could 

be the star of  your own adventure? Hear stories about 
characters who take matters into their own hands and 
draw, write or act themselves into escapades in other 
worlds! Then, we’ll help you draw or act out your own 
imaginary adventure. Where will it take you? Aurora 
Public Library. Ages: 6-8. Free program but please call 
to reserve your spot! 905-727-9494 x280.

THURSDAY, MAY 22
Free Sewing Makeshop for Kids: Whether you’ve 

never held a needle before or you’re an expert, you’ll 
find something to create at the Aurora Public Library’s 
Spring Sewing Makeshop! Create a simple decorated 
bag or pencil case, a needle book to hold your sewing 
needles or create your own project with our supplies. 
Look for us at a table by the juvenile fiction section. 
Ages 6+. 3.30 – 5 p.m. Drop in! 905-727-9494 x280.

SATURDAY, MAY 24
LEGO DAY: Children ages 5 – 10 are invited to join 

us for some free creative building fun at the Aurora 
Public Library! Meet new friends and work together to 
make amazing LEGO creations. 2.30 – 4 p.m. To reserve 
your child’s spot, please call 905-727-9494 x280. Drop-ins 
are welcome! 

* * * * 
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of  Dr. 

Richard Heinzle, assisted by favourite accompanist 
Hadara Jacoby, warmly invites you to attend their 
spring concert, COME HEAR THE MUSIC. Come and 
enjoy a guest appearance by the Five Strong Winds, 
and, at intermission, the opportunity to chat with 
friends while enjoying a light refreshment. After a 
long winter, the sounds of  spring are delightful to 
hear: birdsong, the laughter of  children playing, 
neighbours chatting, soft breezes whispering. Come 
add your own voice to these pleasant sounds of  spring 
by joining with us in sing-a-longs and laughter.  The 
concert takes place at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre at 
2.30 p.m. Tickets are $5. For more information, call 905-
726-4767.

SUNDAY, MAY 25
Garden Aurora! Come and get dirty with the 

Aurora Garden Club! The club will present its Aurora 
Garden Fair at Aurora Town Park. The fair features 
their annual plant sale, a Garden Oasis by Pathways 
to Perennials, vendor booths showcasing products 
and services for backyard living and exhibits by local 
environmental organizations. Admission is free. For 
more information, visit www.gardenaurora.com or 
call 905-713-6660.

TUESDAY, MAY 22
Kids Makeshop: Paper, Paper Everywhere! Come 

to the Aurora Public Library to let your imagination 
run wild. What can you do with paper? Fold it into 
something that flies, swims, roars or chirps. Make it 
pop up into a greeting, a fan, a lantern, or a fortune 
teller. The possibilities are limitless. We’ll provide the 
paper and other supplies, as long as you bring your 
imagination! Ages 6+. 3.30 – 4.30 p.m. Drop in! 905-727-
9494 x280.

FRIDAY, MAY 30
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents The Great 

Artist Piano Series with Jane Coop. Tickets are $30 for 
adults or $25 for seniors and students. For more info, 
call 905-713-1818.

SATURDAY, MAY 31
Got a cell phone the size of  a shoe? Cardinal 

Carter’s Free The Children Committee can help you. 
Get rid of  all that e-clutter, cell phones, computers, 
VCRs and TVs today at their annual E-Waste Event 
at the school (210 Bloomington Road) from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., rain or shine. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit educational programs at Rose of  Sharon 
and laptop programs for aboriginal youth. For more 
information, visit www.cch.ycdsb.ca. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

presents our annual “We’ll Meet Again Community 
Sing-Along,” with the Aurora Silver Star Singers. All 
welcome! Free admission and light refreshments; 2 
p.m. – 3.30 p.m. Fully accessible building.  905-713-1818; 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
The Aurora United Church presents Opera Nella 

Chiesa, an evening of  opera excerpts and songs, 
tonight at 7.30 p.m. Featuring soprano Laura Albino, 
tenor Adam Luther, baritone Anthony Cleverton, 
countertenor Timothy Wong and pianist Rachel 
Andrist – along with the Aurora United Church Choir 
and Embelished Handbell Quartet – the event will be 
held at Trinity Anglican Church (79 Victoria Street). 
No tickets – donations will be taken at the door, and 
all proceeds will benefit Aurora United Church’s 
Rebuilding and General Funds. 

JUNE 13 – 15
The Oak Ridges Fair will once again take over the 

Dr. Bette Stephenson Learning Centre this Father’s 
Day Weekend. What better way than to treat dad to 
a fair? Lots of  fun and excitement takes place at this 
Family Fair, such as Family Friday movie nights, 
a midway, live entertainment and music, roaming 
performers, food vendors, community groups and 
more! Admission is free (June 13 from 6 – 10 p.m., June 
14 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and June 15 from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. The Dr. Bette Stephenson Learning Centre is 
located at 36 Regatta Avenue. For more information, 
including volunteer opportunities, visit www.
oakridgesfair.ca. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
MERLIN’S HOLLOW: Dierdre and David 

Tomlinson will throw open the doors of  their beautiful 
gardens today from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Now in its 33rd 
season, it is a favourite destination for naturalists 
and gardening enthusiasts. Merlin’s Hollow is located 
at 181 Centre Crescent, just off  Centre Street near 
Industrial Parkway.

Aurora Town Hall was awash with artistic talent as nearly 150 artists, including youth artists, took over three floors for the 52nd annual Juried Art Show and 
Sale presented by the Town of Aurora with the Society of York Region Artists (SOYRA). Presided over by juror and award-winning artist John David Anderson, 15 
paintings were recognized in the media of oils, acrylics, watercolours, mixed media and photography, while six youth were recognized for their work. (Top Row 
L) Linda Welch took home first place in Photography for “Child’s Play”. (Top R) SOYRA’s Nancy Newman and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe present awards to Mazarine 
Memon, who took home first place in mixed media. (Second Row L) Keith Thirgood received an honourable mention for “Forth Chute”. (2nd R) As did Rob Cathcart 
for “Moonlight Shadows. (Third Row) Vija Brooks’ painting “Up in Flames” depicted the April 11 fire at Aurora United Church and was chosen by Mayor Dawe to 
be part of the Town’s permanent “Preserve Aurora” collection. (Fourth Row) Mayor Dawe with youth winners Kristen Allen, Katherine McIntyre, Sarah Punzalan, 
who took home first place in Soyra’s Award of Exellence, Evan Poncelet, Erica Visser, and Katherine Zdanowski, who received first place in the Optimist Club’s 
“Best in Youth” award. (Bottom Row) Ms. Newman and Mayor Dawe with McIntyre and Poncelet.                            Auroran photos by David Falconer

JURIED ART SHOW AND SALE MARKS 52nd YEAR



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 8, 2014              Page 21

Renderings are artist concept. Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. All bonus’, promotions, and incentives are subject to change without notice. 

Discover UniqUe 
conDo DesiGns in AUrorA

At Centro, we’re releasing a brand new selection of suite designs never before seen —  

 each a luxurious residence with a walk-out to your own private balcony.

Chic and intimate 7-storey residences on Yonge Street in downtown Aurora.  

Features including 9’ and 10’ ceilings, with expansive balconies and terraces.

m o v e  i n  b y  D e c e m b e r  2 0 15

f r o m  t h e  l o w  $ 3 0 0 ’ s

reGister toDAy for oUr 
new releAse event mAy 31

REGISTER TODAY AT 
Kaitl inCentro.com 905-503-2063

Balconies and/or 
ground floor patios 

allow for easy 
outdoor living

Master bedroom 
offers great  

closet space and  
a walk-out

Spacious  
living-dining  

area ideal for  
entertaining

Gourmet kitchen 
makes meal  

preparation a  
pleasure

Beautiful  
pre-engineered 

laminate flooring 
throughout

Den provides  
a great space for a 
computer nook or 

hobby area

NEW
SUITE 

DESIGNS
NEW

SALES 
OFFICE

DOWNTOWN AURORA

SITE
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub: May 9 - Amanda Rose
    May 10 - Billik

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

Book your Reservations for
Mother’s Day today!

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Valet Parking $5
For Reservations, call 905.833.5311

By Brock Weir

Premier Kathleen Wynne may have 
called the June 12 Provincial election 
on Friday afternoon, but the campaign 
got off  to an early start last week with a 
fundraising visit from Health Minister Deb 
Matthews. 

Matthews was on hand at Highland 
Gate Golf  Club on Wednesday evening 
to support the fundraiser of  Councillor 
Chris Ballard, who was acclaimed the 
Liberal Party of  Ontario’s candidate for 
Newmarket-Aurora in March. 

Speaking to a crowd of  about 40 
supporters, Matthews told the crowd 
that in Newmarket-Aurora she saw “an 
opportunity to win a seat that is a Liberal 
seat, should be a Liberal seat” and said 
Ballard had a “demonstrated track record” 
in the community. 

“He is an idealistic person who gets 
things done,” she said. “He brings that 
commitment to everything that he does 
and we need him at Queen’s Park. There 
is enough partisanship down there, and 
what I call the WWF [of  politics]. It is time 
we really focused on the things that are 
important to families and Chris will do 
exactly that.”

While the event was originally 
scheduled to be a fundraising for Ballard’s 
campaign, focus was also firmly set on the 
Ontario Budget, which was to be delivered 
the following afternoon. For Matthews, it 
was an exciting time and an opportunity 
for a party to really put its money where its 
mouth is.

“Even though people say budgets are dry, 
boring and not important, they are so not 
that,” she said. “Budgets are an expression 
of  your values. This is where you say, ‘this 
is what is important to me and this is what 
I am actually going to be putting money 
behind.’”

Of  particular interest to her, she said 
was an announcement of  bringing the base 
pay for Personal Support Workers up to 
$16.50 from $12.50 over the next two years, 
as well as an $810 million “game changer” 
in funds for persons with developmental 
disabilities.

“We are committed to getting to 
balance,” she said. “We don’t like having a 
deficit more than anybody else, but we’re 
not going to reach balance at the expense of  
our most vulnerable and that is what others 

are suggesting we do. We will hear on the 
campaign with Tim Hudak and others 
of  his candidates that we can’t afford the 
changes that we are making. I totally reject 
the idea that we can’t afford to pay personal 
support workers a decent income. I reject 
that. 

“We can’t provide care in the community 
without personal support workers if  
we don’t have enough personal support 
workers. Nobody can convince me that we 
can’t support people with developmental 
disabilities. We must do that and we are 
going to do that. We will get to balance but 
we do not have the attitude we can’t do 
anything else. We will invest in people.”

The Liberals, she said, would also 
support infrastructure, touting high 
speed rail. On the other hand, the New 
Democrats “want everything but they 
don’t want to pay for anything”, Matthews 
claimed, adding it was something which 
left her “disappointed” with a party she 
once “knew and respected.”

“I don’t even care whether they vote 
for the budget or not,” said Matthews of  
the NDP. “I would like them to vote for the 
budget. I would like to be able to carry on 
and implement what we are talking about, 
but if  they force us into an election I am so 
ready to fight. I am so proud of  Kathleen. I 
am so proud of  the candidates like Chris that 
are running across this province. Kathleen 
has attracted wonderful candidates and we 
are going to have a fantastic campaign.

“It matters who is in power. If  you care 
about the education our kids are getting, if  
you care about the health care we all need 
at some point in our life, if  you care about 
building a strong, prosperous province, 
if  you care about investing in the people 
of  this province, then we need to be back 
there. We need to be able to continue to 
implement the kind of  change I think the 
people of  this province want.”

Ballard also shared his support for 
his party leader, stating he admired “the 
openness and transparency” she has 
brought to the Premier’s Office. 

“As someone who is involved in 
government, albeit at the local level, it is 
very important and I so appreciate her take 
and what she has brought to the table. She 
defines what leadership is to all of  us and 
brings a new tone to elected office.

“I believe we are bringing leadership 
with heart to Newmarket-Aurora.”

Newmarket-Aurora “is a Liberal 
seat and should be a Liberal seat,” 
argues Health Minister

Newmarket-Aurora Liberal candidate Chris Ballard laughs with Health Min-
ister Deb Matthews, at a campaign fundraiser held at Highland Gate last 
Wednesday night.              Auroran photo by Brock Weir

From the Diaries of Dr. Hillary…
The Hillary House collection contains 

many items that provide insight into the 
professional and personal lives of  the local 
physician and his family.

One of  the most unique archival pieces 
is the collection of  Dr. Robert Michael 
Hillary’s daily journals from the 1920s 
through to the early 1930s. Through these 
journals we can better understand the 
details of  daily life in Aurora almost a 
century ago and place these lives into the 
larger context of  national and global issues. 

The following is an excerpt from one of  

these journals written on November 3, 1930. 
NB: Where there is (?) means that 

AHS has not been able to decipher the 
handwriting. If  you can, please let us know! 

Monday, November 3, 1930 
Edith in town. Mary doing well at 10 p.m. 
Last night 
Marguerite & H.W. Fleury called back 
(?) Marguerite leaves on 
Tuesday for New York, sails for France 

Continued on page 25
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www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only

June 17 – 20
4 Days

For more information, call 905-727-3123 ext. 4351 or email planning@aurora.ca

Heritage Advisory Committee  
Youth Art Exhibition 
Saturday, June 7 at the Aurora Cultural Centre

What ’s your vision?

The Town of Aurora’s Heritage Advisory Committee 
invites youth under the age of 18 to create and display 
their vision of “Past and Present in Aurora.” 
Register now to showcase your interpretation in 
sculpture, painting, poem or photography. 

Register by Friday, May 30.  
Registration forms are available 
at www.aurora.ca/heritageart

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

at Lambert Willson Park
Are you a resident of Aurora between the ages of 12 and 17?

Do you have an interest in graffiti art? If so, The Town of Aurora’s
first ever Urban Art Aurora event is for you!

Teams will work together to create urban art on 30’ canvasses.

Apply today! Applications are available at Aurora Town Hall, the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex or online at www.aurora.ca/youth

Register by Friday, May 30
Pre-event design workshop will take place on Thursday, June 26

for registrants to develop designs for approval.

For more information, call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121
or visit www.aurora.ca/youth

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Another  exc i t ing  event  b rought  to  you by 

Aurora Farmers’ 
Market is  

going strong

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Did you 
know that the 
beginnings of  the 
Aurora Farmer’s 
Market has roots 
going back 112 
years? The great 
news is that it’s 
still going strong. 
How many of  you 
can say that?

The market, 
which includes 
the Artisan Fair, 
hibernates in 
winter and has 
just reopened. 
From now until the end of  
summer, you can shop to your 
heart’s content any Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Town Park on Wells Street. 

Throughout the season, 
organizers will present eight 
special event days that include 
entertainment, free arts and 
crafts for the children and 
a draw for a bag of  market 
goodies.

Seniors’ Day this year will 
be held on August 2 when you 
can enjoy music by Robert 
Davis. Be sure to visit and 
support the local farmers and 
artisans without whom there 
would be no farmer’s market 
here.

Besides, the products will 
be about as fresh as you can 
get. As mentioned in this 
column in recent weeks, the 
longer food takes to get to your 
plate, the less powerful are the 
nutrients. Grocery stores don’t 
carry produce this fresh and 
no doubt you’ve noticed their 
produce is frequently well 
under par.

Farmers markets have 
been a major feature in urban 
communities for centuries. It 
quickly became a social event 
for the entire community. 
Equally important, it’s an 
opportunity for farmers 
to sell their goods without 
the high costs of  shipping 
to manufacturing and 
distribution plants. Often, 
their fresh foods are much 
tastier than what you get 
elsewhere at a higher price. 

Not long ago, I discovered a 
bag of  Holland Marsh carrots 
at the store. They were plump, 
bright orange, and extremely 
tasty, just the way I remember 
them. 

It had been a very long time 
since I had such delicious 
and flavorful carrots. Sadly, 
I haven’t seen them since so 
it must have been a one-off. 
If  you spot a farmer from the 
Marsh offering carrots, be sure 
to grab some fast.

Are you a preserver?
Are you one of  the many 

who enjoys putting up 
preserves? It’s a good way to 
make those fresh items last 
well beyond shelf  life and 
provide nutritious food all 
year round. My father had a 
small garden where he grew 
string beans, radishes, carrots 
and other produce to feed our 
family of  five. 

My mother wasn’t into 
canning, but she sure knew 
how to take advantage of  
those delicious items, pulled 
fresh from the garden. It must 
be great to be able to step into 

your yard to 
get produce for 
your evening 
meal whenever 
you need it. 

As a kid, I 
frequently was 
allowed to pull 
some rhubarb. 
My mother 
provided a 
saucer of  
sugar and I 
sat content on 
the doorstep 
enjoying this 
special treat.

Free time?
If  you enjoy harvesting, 

canning, cooking and anything 
else to do with food, and if  you 
have some free time on your 
hands, Yellow Brick House can 
use your help.

The organization provides 
emergency and transitional 
shelter and counseling for 
women and their children 
who have experienced 
domestic abuse. A new 
program “Growing Together 
in Mentorship” is currently 
being developed to empower 
victims and rebuild their lives 
through learning life skills.

The program requires 
a group of  older women to 
act as mentors. Your role 
will be to help teach them 
about gardening, harvesting, 
preparing, cooking, baking, 
canning and preserving 
nutritious foods. 

Organizers are also looking 
for people who are interested 
in getting involved at a more 
intensive level to participate 
in a Working Group. This 
group will identify topics for 
each workshop and prepare 
necessary items and equipment 
for its implementation.

If  you would like to get 
involved, please contact Marni 
Herskovits at Yellow Brick 
House at 905-709-0900.

Pickle Ball Surprise
It’s a surprise to me. Did you 

know that the Centre is now 
offering outdoor pickle ball? 
They must have introduced it 
when I was on hiatus. 

Games won’t be at the 
Centre, though, but at Norm 
Weller Park off  McClellan 
Way in the south end of  town. 
The season started on Monday 
at 9 a.m. and will continue 
throughout the summer, 
weather permitting. Be sure 
to bring water to keep yourself  
hydrated. You’ll also want to 
bring a lawn chair and paddles. 
Contact the reception desk if  
you are interested in playing.

No Slouches
Our seniors are no slouches. 

During the Mayor’s Anti-litter 
clean-up recently, volunteer 
pickle ball members set out 
in early morning hours and 
picked up garbage from around 
the Centre, the Arboretum and 
Town Hall areas. Thank you, 
volunteers, for helping to make 
spring beautiful again.

For more information on 
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
drop by 90 John West Way, visit 
www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or 
call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.

 

905-727-9595
130 Hollidge Blvd. Unit B2 Aurora, On. L4G 8A3

devinewinesaurora.com

we embark upon is because it saves us money and 
here we are embarking on a joint initiative, yet there 
may not be any savings,” said Councillor Michael 
Thompson. “For me, that is one of  the considerations 
when we embark upon this.”

Others were cautious about further 
collaboration between Aurora and 
Newmarket and what Councillor 
Evelyn Buck said would be marching 
toward amalgamation between the two 
municipalities.

“It seems we are finding more and 
more opportunities to work together 
with the Town of  Newmarket,” she 
said. “I think maybe people will start 
to wonder why we have two separate 
towns and administrations when we are 
turning more and more towards working 
together and being more efficient with 
our resources. It smells to me like 
amalgamation.”

Another cautiously-leaning voice at 
the table was Councillor John Gallo, 
who questioned the development of  the 
Town’s website. Linking the development 
of  the site, a project which has seen 
many starts and stalls, with the benefits 
of  working together with Newmarket 
was not necessarily a selling point. 

“If  that is any indication of  how 
things are going to work, we really need 
to figure it out,” said Councillor Gallo. 
“That is almost a three-year project and 
I am sure everyone in this room would 
agree it is way below standard. I don’t 
know if  it has anything to do with our 
partnership with them, if  it was just us 
doing it, would we be any further ahead 
on that project?”

In response, Mr. Elliott said problems 
that have plagued the project have been 
“primarily” on the vendor’s side. 

“I know it is a cliché to point the finger 
at the vendor, but we do see success in 
that we have leveraged an arrangement 
where Newmarket is actually going to be 
hosting our website on their platforms 
and that is the partnership element we 
saw as a success. We’re leveraging the 
technology behind the platform.”

Most enthusiastic in their support for 
the plan was Councillor Chris Ballard, 
who said he did not see moving forward as 
going down the “slippery slope towards 
amalgamation.”

“I see this as a 
step towards cost 
savings and I think 
our taxpayers 
would be happy 
if  we could do 
that for them,” he 
said. “One of  the 
things [I will be 
looking for in the 
strategic plan] is 
clear delineation 
of  security of  
our data versus 
security of  
Newmarket’s and 

some kind of  firewall between those databases and 
how the information is stored.

“I am sure that will happen but I want to make sure 
the information isn’t being mixed and matched.”

Municipal website nearing completion
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NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in  
The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS 

Call: 905-727-3300

BUSINESS SERVICESDEATH NOTICE

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS

FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

HELP WANTEDGARAGE SALES
E X P E R I E N C E D 
MEAT CUTTERS and 
LABOURERS wanted. 
Cutting and deboning 
poultry products an as-
set. Labourers $11-$14/
hr. Butchers with min-
imum two years expe-
rience $16/hr. Apply to 
Abate Packers Ltd by 
email at: jobs@abate-
packers.com or by fax 
to 519-848-2793. 

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE
We will pick up all your household rubbish. 

Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

No Job too Small.

Year-Round Maintenance Company

905773-8033

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

Other Service 
Granular Fertilizer 

Weed Management 
Surface Insect Management

Grub Management
IPM (Integrated Pest Management) 

www.lawnswedo.ca

Core Lawn 
AerationhelpUpaint

Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gar-
dens, Yard Cleanup, 
Window Washing, 
Eavestrough Cleaning, 
Interlock…and much 
more. 905-235-6253.

SUCCESSFUL GRAPHIC ARTS
company, looking for a motivated self  
starter, position in Newmarket area, must be able 
to multi-task, project co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must be highly organized 
and able to manage fast paced environment. 
Recent post secondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to  
joe@graphicartsmag.com

MARTIN & ASSOCIATES INC. 
Creative Interior Design 
Large and Small Spaces 

905-751-0352 
martin.lee1815@yahoo.ca 

FREE ESTIMATES

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Mechanical Assemblers - Days 
& Afternoon shifts
Food Packers - days, afternoon, 
and night shifts
Production Planner/ Scheduler
SAP a must
Customer Service - Keele & 401 area
MIG Welders - no lic. req’d
CNC Operator / Programmer
Construction Contract 
Administrator
Household Water System Installers
Security Guards - Brampton
Water Purification Positions
(Weston)

- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales
Experienced Factory, Warehouse,
Double Walkie – Certified positions
Certified Forklift Operators

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

MacKenzie, Angus David – Passed 
away after a short battle with cancer 
on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 at the age of  
85. Husband and soul mate for 55 years 
of  the late Betty. Much loved father of  
Norm (Karine), Ian (Colleen), Dave (Kim), 
Susan (Tim) and Kirk (Gillian). Devoted 
and doting grandfather of  Cory (Nicole), 
Blaire, Devon, Ben, Genevieve, Maddie, 
Kenny, Steven, Lauren, Liam, Luke, 
Reese and Emmett. Great-grandfather of  
Victoria. 

Angus was born in Glasgow, the son of  
Angus and Isabella (Petrie) MacKenzie. 
He was evacuated with his brother Kenny 
to the Scottish Highlands during WWII 
where he spent a few memorable years 
living with his grandmother in Sheildaig. 
As a young man, he was apprenticed to the 
coach builder’s trade in Glasgow before 
immigrating to Canada in June, 1954. He 
met the love of  his life Betty in 1956 and 
they were married shortly thereafter. He 
and Betty were very social and had a large 
circle of  friends – especially those at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre, where they were 
heavily involved for many years. 

In addition to his immediate family, 
Angus is survived by his brother and best 
friend, Kenny, back in Scotland, and by 
his niece and nephew Morag and Andrew 
and their families. He will also be missed 
by his in-laws Roger & Sandy - with whom 
he and Betty had a wonderful friendship - 
and Peter and his family.

Friends and acquaintances are invited 
to join the family for a celebration of  
Angus’ life on Sunday, May 25th at 1:00 
p.m. at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 
John West Way, Aurora. In lieu of  flowers, 
donations would be greatly appreciated 
to Hill House Hospice, 36 Wright St., 
Richmond Hill ON, L4C 4A1 (www.
hillhousehospice.com), whose caring and 
compassion made Angus’ final days as 
comfortable as possible.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
AT BULK BARN FOODS LIMITED
New Corporate Offices located at 

Wellington & Hwy 404, Aurora

• Insurance Co-Ordinator
• Sign Co-Ordinator
• Planning Co-Ordinator, Store Development
• Project Manager, Store Development
• Project Manager, Information Technology
• Accountant, Corporate Stores
• Accounting Clerk
• Senior Accountant
• Assembler, Distribution Centre
• Store Merchandiser
• Media Planner
• Custodian

Check our website at www.bulkbarn.ca for full 
details regarding these positions.

Please email your resume, including salary 
expectations, to corporatejobs@bulkbarn.ca. 
No telephone calls, please.

Canada’s largest bulk food retailer and more …

.

Annual Community

STREET SALE
Charles Darrow Co-op
JAMES HENRY DRIVE

/EGAN CRES

Saturday May 10th
8am-1PM

GARAGE SALE
257 Kennedy St West

Aurora
SAT MAY 10th

CARRIERS
THE AURORAN Newspaper

Has these openings

B-5 Spruce St, Odin Cres, Keystone Crt, Mark St,  
  Maple St. Total 172 houses
D-19 Fairway Dr, Elden Cres, Glenview Dr, Banbury  
 Cres, Brookland Ave Total 98 houses
F-3 Fields Crt, Van Allen Way, Cosford St, Aus 
 man Gate, Mavrinac Blvd (between Lewis  
 Honey Dr & Hartwell Way) 79 houses
F-10 Mavrinac Blvd (from Tonner Cres to Mc  Larty  
 Gt), Tonner Cres, Eakins Dr  
 110 houses
G-8 Tamarac Trail, Ardil Cres, Underhill Cres 
 89 houses
G-9 Tamarac Trail, Albery Cres, Milgate Pl  
 96 houses
G-11b Buttonwood Trail, Loraview Drive  
 96 houses

Video conferencing will not be 
allowed for advisory committees

By Brock Weir

Members of  Aurora’s advisory 
committees will not be able to participate 
in meetings via video conferencing, 
according to a report before Council this 
week from Town Solicitor Warren Mar.

The report comes on the heels of  a push 
from Council to investigate whether video 
conferencing would be allowed under 
the municipal act in any circumstances. 
Particularly, their concerns stemmed 
from committee members with mobility 
and accessibility challenges who might 
be more adversely affected by inclement 
weather and shortcomings in public 
transit compared to other committee 
members. 

According to Mr. Mar’s report, Ontario’s 
Municipal Act 2001 does not cover whether 
committee members can attend meetings 
remotely via electronic device, which 
presents a particular problem.

“Review of  the law and municipal 
authority suggests that it would not be 
permissible to allow members to attend 
committee or local board hearings without 
being physically present at a meeting,” 
reads the report to Council. “Although 
there does not appear to be any specific 
prohibition against such a measure, the 
power to permit such a practice appears 
to have been specifically omitted as the 
Legislature does not appear to be ready 
to grant such authority to municipalities 
(other than Toronto).”

For some Councillors who addressed the 
report at last week’s General Committee 
meeting, it was a disappointing result, but 
one which they had to tackle. In doing so, 
however, some said they were in favour 
of  looking for alternatives beyond video 
conferencing which would give committee 
members every opportunity to participate. 

The most prevalent examples last week 
cited members of  Aurora’s Accessibility 
Advisory Committee, which debates 
and advocates for issues around Aurora 
which might be encountered by people 
in wheelchairs, who might use mobility 
devices, or might be experiencing other 

challenges which would otherwise impede 
their full participation in society. 

“There is only one committee I 
am having trouble with and that is 
Accessibility,” said Councillor Chris 
Ballard. “There are members who do have 
issues if  the weather is bad or if  they are 
ill. Probably unlike many of  the other 
committees who have trouble getting 
there, I would just like to see that members 
of  that Committee are able to attend 
electronically. I know there are school 
boards that have similar committees, the 
same as our Accessibility, where members 
can join and participate. Obviously, they 
are governed by different provincial 
legislation, but I was hoping those two 
pieces of  legislation would be closer to 
allow our AAC members to attend in 
inclement weather.”

Similar views were also put forward 
by Councillors John Abel and Councillor 
Buck, who said they were concerned by 
these advisory groups often not being able 
to make quorum due to illness or not being 
able to reach meetings. Both also said a 
viable alternative might be in moving 
a committee, such as the Accessibility 
Advisory Committee, to the daytime 
rather than its current 7 p.m. slot so 
members would be able to use programs 
such as Mobility Plus to get to Town Hall. 

“The AAC has difficulty maintaining 
quorum, Mobility Plus is not providing 
their service for evenings and with 
inclement weather there were pressing 
needs this virtual solution [may have 
provided],” said Councillor Abel. “It 
might be a solution with Mobility 
Plus if  we move the meetings to the 
daytime.”

Added Councillor Buck: “It seems 
obvious with the research that has been 
done that Queen’s Park has considered 
[video conferencing] and they have 
rejected it. It is not something they 
have overlooked. I like Councillor 
Abel’s idea that the Committee should 
consider whether having daytime 
meetings would be more conducive for 
them to get a quorum.”
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From page 22

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in  
The Auroran, AT YOUR SERVICE

Call: 905-727-3300

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

 reverse osmosis filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refineosoft Water Softener and receive a 

CLEANERS
• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

but I will be staying in touch with my fellow Councillors 
to ensure I am up to date with what is happening,” he 
said. “In the five weeks the campaign is underway, my 
focus will be on [the election].I look forward to serving 
the residents of  Aurora in a higher level of  government.

“So many of  the issues that have been put before me 
over the last three-and-a-half  years have been provincial 
issue the Town has no jurisdiction over, whether it is 
illegal fill or transportation. I would really like to work 
on those files as an MPP.”

Since the writ was dropped on Friday, neither candidate 
wasted any time in getting their campaigns going. In fact, 
both have been making the rounds and doing their door 
knockings well in advance of  Friday. With several events 
going on in and around Aurora, there was no shortage 
of  places to meet and greet people on the campaign trail, 
although the rainy weather made canvassing soggy. 

This past weekend, however, as details of  the 2014 
Ontario Budget were absorbed, both candidates say they 
have come away with clear messages. 

“I have heard a lot of  enthusiasm for Kathleen Wynne 
and her ideas,” says Mr. Ballard. “People are happy with 
the focus on jobs and the economy. They are happy with 
the plans around transit, improved transit, improved 
transportation, and a lot of  people are happy with the 
pension reform Kathleen Wynne has put forward.”

Mr. Ballard also said he was receiving positive feedback 
about provisions proposed for healthcare and education, 
employment, and infrastructure. 

“By and large, people don’t want a return to the slash 
and burn era with all the upheaval at schools and within 
the health care system that entails,” he says. “They feel 
Kathleen Wynne has a slow and steady hand in steering 
this economy through the fragile recovery and, as the 
economy grows, so will Ontario.

“People were telling me the economy was heading 
in the right direction, business was up, but it is fragile. 
They are worried that we may backslide, but by and large 
they are happy with the direction the economy is going 
and that is what I have heard from across the province. 
We have to be so careful we don’t slash spending in the 
wrong places and send us in a back slide. You can’t cut 
your way to growth. That is not how companies grow and 
that is not how governments grow the economy.”

Another facet of  the campaign Mr. Ballard said he 
found interesting was the number of  younger voters in 
the community who were students during Mike Harris’ 
“Common Sense Revolution” and “remember the strikes, 
remember the lack of  books in their classrooms, and 
they don’t want to return to that. It made a big impact 
on them and now they are remembering it. As a parent, 
I certainly remember that and I don’t want to go back to 
these days either.”

Looking ahead, Mr. Ballard said concerns over Liberal 
scandals related to ORNGE and the cancellation of  the 
gas plants are “legitimate concerns” and ones he said he 
was not going to ‘duck”. He is taking his lead, he says, 
from Kathleen Wynne, who as “acknowledged mistakes 
were made.”

These concerns are going to be prominent during the 
campaign of  Ms. Twinney who says people are angry 
about the direction the Liberal Government was going in 
and last week’s budget was an indication they remained 
on the same trajectory. 

“I think, honestly [the budget] was ridiculous.” She 
says. “It was tons of  spending, increased taxes and getting 
us further in debt. I was shocked at what it was, actually. 
There was just so much spending putting us further in 
debt and increasing taxes overall. The whole thing jus 
doesn’t make much sense.

“We’re going down a road and digging a deeper hole 
that we’re never going to get out of, and that is what I am 
hearing at the doors as well. I have been knocking on so 
many doors and people say we just can’t go down this road 
anymore. We can’t support this government anymore”

Ahead of  the budget, Ms. Twinney says she was 
looking in particular for all-day two-way GO service, 
which was absent from the budget, yet something she 
says “everyone in this community” wants. 

“We are showing a pan that is going to get Ontario 
out of  debt, that is going to get us on the right track and 
get Ontario back on track to move forward as a province 
of  prosperity, where Ontarians want to be. We have to 
start somewhere and this has gone on too long. The 
government is getting us deeper and deeper into a hole 
and I don’t see us getting out of  it. 

“I have a nine-year-old son and, gosh, he is only nine 
years before he will be in university and then, in a short 
period of  time, he will be looking for a job and there is not 
going to be anything out there for him. It is not going to 
be a great place to be if  we continue going down the road 
we have been going down in the past.”

Keys in going for going forward, she adds, is providing 
better support for GO Trains and transit, providing more 
opportunities for high quality jobs in the community, and 
leveraging the presence of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre in the riding of  Newmarket-Aurora to attract 
business.

speech,” Mr. Klees tells The Auroran. “The timing could 
not have been better. It is very, very gratifying and I 
feel honoured.”

Although this will be the first provincial election 
in nearly two decades in which his name will not be 
on a ballot, that does not mean he is resting on his 
laurels. He plans on being fully engaged in the race 
to replace him.

“This will be very different, but I can assure 
you I will not be on the sidelines,” he says. “It is 
my intention to be very engaged in this election 
and work very hard with [PC candidate] Jane 
[Twinney]. I was out canvassing with her last 
weekend and intend to do that a lot over the course 
of  the campaign and do what I can to raise funds for 
her campaign as well. I owe it to the people of  our 
riding to be engaged. I also owe it to Jane as a new 
candidate to do what I can to help her get elected.”

Looking back on the events of  Thursday and 
Friday, Mr. Klees said he was not surprised either by 
NDP leader Andrea Horwath saying she would not 
support the budget, or by Premier Wynne asking for 
a general election on June 12. Sitting just a stone’s 
throw away from Ms. Horwath in the Legislature, 
Mr. Klees said he has been “listening very carefully 
to the nuances and watching her reactions as the 
Premier has been responding to her.”

“It has been very clear to me that she would not 
be able to support this government again,” he says. 
“My sense also was I believe that there is a very 
strong resentment on the part of  the general public 
to the Liberal government and its behaviour over 
the last couple of  years, and even intensified over 
the last six months. 

“I believe the general public wants a change 
from what has been branded as a scandal-ridden 
government. I think it would have been very 
difficult for Andrea Horwath to justify propping 
up this government one more time. What happens 
eventually in a minority situation is that all of  the 
issues, the negative issues of  the government end 
up becoming the negative issues of  the party that 
props them up as well.”

Keenly watching the events as they unfold over 
the next five weeks is Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, who said 
there were some good things in Wynne’s proposed 

budget, as well as some shortcomings. From a 
municipal perspective, he said he was pleased to 
see there would be mirrored funding of  the Federal 
Government’s New Building Canada Fund, as well 
as support for infrastructure, yet there was little in 
terms of  indexing the gas tax. 

“We will be watching what they come forward 
with in terms of  post-secondary, what kind of  plans 
and how they will be going forward,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “The submissions to the Province are due at 
the end of  September. To see whether or not that 
process gets put on hold and whether or what is their 
plan, I am still very much of  the opinion that we 
need to have a post-secondary facility in northern 
York Region. I still think we are an underserved 
area.”

From page 1
From page 1

Municipalities should eye post-secondary: 
Mayor

Candidates square off over 
budget in first week of 
Provincial campaign

to return in May 1931 
Holly’s 23rd birthday. Many happy
Returns my dear boy. 1.00 
Isaac Hartman died today 
Senile decay. 

Isaac J. Hartman, who is mentioned here by Dr. Hillary, 
was a prominent Aurora citizen. He was considered the 
father of  Aurora’s fire department and was the oldest 
Aurora resident at the time of  his death at the age of  88. The 
Hartman family was one of  the first families to establish 
themselves in York County. 

These diaries, and photos from the collection of  the 
Hillary Family, form the centrepiece of  a new exhibition 
at Hillary House which opens this Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Taking inspiration from the diary entry above, the show 
is, fittingly, entitled “Many Happy Returns My Dear Boy.”

For more information on the exhibition, as well as Art at 
the Manor 2014, which opens in conjunction with the show, 
visit www.aurorahistoricalsociety.ca. 

Hillary exhibition  
opens Saturday

Newmarket-Aurora PC Candidate Jane Twinney (front, 
right) participates in A Taste for Life, the annual fund-
raiser for the AIDS Committee at York Region, at Au-
rora’s Chinook restaurant. With her are Colleen Lind-
berg, Jennifer Ettinger, Bailey Hutchinson, and Maria 
Racco. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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MAX custoMers cAn sAve over  tHis flyer!*

Bacon Wrapped 
Beef Filet Mignons

Chicken Breast 
Grills

Angus Beef 
Burgers

Gourmet  
Chicken Breasts

A SIZZLIN’ COMBINATION!  NATURAL INGREDIENTS!
•  No bread crumbs or  

fillers are used in  
these burgers – just  
seasonings and spices

MADE wITh SOLID, ALL-whITE 
ChICkEN  
BREAST
• Broccoli & Cheese  
• Parmigiana • Florentine  
• Caesar • Swiss • Kiev  

4 STEAKS x 170 g/6 oz

COVER A BLOCK
TOP OF PAGE 100% 

COVER B BLOCK
BOT OF PAGE 100% 

COVER B BLOCK
MID OF PAGE 100% 

899

save $11799

save $5

4 steAKs  
for only

299

save $1

Buy 4 or More 
for onlyServe with our  

Calabrian Potato Blend  
500 g/1.1 lb  
Reg. 5.99...  Sale 3.99

up  
to

your cHoice

Original Chicken  
Breast Grills

• Original • Southwest

• Original • Crispy •  Spicy

Breaded 
Chicken 
Breasts

8 PORTIONS 800 g/1.76 lb

8 PORTIONS 
8 x 113 g/4 oz

OR

4 BURGERS x 170 g/6 oz  

Add our Grilled  
Mini Potatoes   
500 g/1.1 lb 

170 g/6 oz  
Sold Individually
Individual Sale MAX 3.49  
Reg. Price 3.99

Broccoli & Cheese

each

ea.

ONLY $450 
PER STEAK 

• Barbecue Pork 
• Chicken & Bacon 
• Buffalo Chicken 

• Lemon and Herb Chicken
• Teriyaki Chicken

128 g/4.5 oz Sold Individually
Individual Sale MAX 2.49  
Reg. Price 2.99

JOIN US ON SAT., MAY 10, 2014 
FROM 10 AM - 4 PM
For our Annual Charity BBQ at all 
M&M Meat Shops Locations.
A minimum $3 donation gets you a hot dog  
or hamburger, a drink and a bag of chips.

Thank you to our  
sponsors

Jillian robinson
Living with  
ulcerative colitis,
Age 11

each

BuY 4 OR mORE fOR ONLY

KABOBS BBQ SEASON’S 
BEST PRicE!

899
SAvE $7

each179
SAvE $120

Cut from government inspected Ungraded beef. 

save    $4
1199

ALL PriCeS in eFFeCT  
FriDAY, MAY 9 TO  
THUrSDAY, MAY 15, 2014   
UnLeSS OTHerwiSe  
STATeD.MAY

FRIDAY

9

MAY

FRIDAY

9
MAY

SATURDAY

10
MAY

SUNDAY

11

MAY

THURSDAY

15to MAY

THURSDAY

8

MAY

THURSDAY

8
MAY

FRIDAY

9
MAY.

SATURDAY

10

MAY

WEDNESDAY

14to $88

MAY

FRIDAY

9

MAY

FRIDAY

9
MAY

SATURDAY

10
MAY

SUNDAY

11

MAY

THURSDAY

15to MAY

THURSDAY

8

MAY

THURSDAY

8
MAY

FRIDAY

9
MAY.

SATURDAY

10

MAY

WEDNESDAY

14to

ONE DAY ONLY!
BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS
SEASONED & SKINLESS

8-12 PORTIONS 
1.36 kg/3 lb

• ExcEllEnt sourcE
   of protEin
• ExtrA lEAn
• loW fAt
• ExtrA finE trim

LIMIT OF 3
PER CUSTOMER

sAt., MAy 10 only
Bonus offer!

reCeIVe A
CAsH
CArD

$5
when you spend $50 or moreCash Card valid on purchases of $10 or more between  May 16, 2014 and June 5, 2014. See in-store for details.

Redeem on a purchase of $10 or more*  between May 16, 2014 and June 5, 2014.

$ 5 
CA

sH
 C

Ar
D

1299
SAvE $7®

FULLy COOKED LOUISIANA STyLE 
CHICKEN wINgS

20-26 PIECES   
907 g/2 lb
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newroads.ca

SATURDAYS
8AM - 1PM
NEWMARKET RIVERWALK COMMONS

NEWROADS IS PROUD TO
BE THE SIGNATURE SPONSOR
OF THE NEWMARKET
FARMERS’ MARKET

NEWROADS

WALKS
RUNS
CARES

On April 27, NewRoads family members took
part in the 2014 Run or Walk For Southlake.
The event was a huge success as more than
1,700 people were in attendance 
– runners, walkers, spectators and volunteers! 

THANK YOU TO ALL PARTICIPANTS
FOR SUPPORTING AND

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

On May 4, NewRoads family members proudly
participated in the 2014 Hike for Hospice.
Doane House Hospice helps support those
coping with life threatening illnesses.

Team NewRoads at the 2014 Run or Walk For Southlake

NewRoads President MichaelCroxon and Doane House HospiceExecutive Director Juliet Irish take a Hike for Hospice

Let the hike begin!

NewRoads_Gate_May  5/6/14  10:10 AM  Page 1

newroads.ca

NEWROADS
PROUDLY

SPONSORS

A DAY OF PAMPERING,
BENEFITTING BELINDA'S PLACE

SUNDAY, MAY 25
ARTIST SALON AND SPA   905.853.1919

THE NEWROADS
FAMILY WILL 
DONATE TO
WEAR DENIM 
IN SUPPORT OF
BREAST CANCER
RESEARCH

NEWROADS
GETS THEIR
DENIM ON
TUESDAY, MAY 13

NewRoads_Gate_May  5/6/14  11:30 AM  Page 2
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