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LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
905.883.8812 or 1.888.891.8812

1-800-NEW-LEXUS

Our Team

LENARD LIND
Broker of Record

**based on IMS Stats, Aurora O�  ces

AURORA’S TOP 
SALES PRODUCER 2013**

LENARD LIND

15105 Yonge St.
Suite 100, Aurora, ON

*Some conditions may apply

Call today for a free property evaluation!*
905-841-0000 • lenard@lhlindrealty.com

www.lhlindrealty.com
Ontario’s only ISO 9001 : 2008 REGISTERED

Residential Real Estate Company

BROKERAGE

Wow - loaded!  Upgrades galore!  Open concept plan!  Soaring 
9 ft. ceilings!  Hrdwd strip fl oors!  Huge great room w/vaulted 
ceiling and skylites!  Gourmet kitchen w/granite counters & 
solarium eat-in area with w/o to oversized stone patio O/L 
ravine!  Bathrooms to all bdrms!  Master w/enticing ensuite & 
w-in!  prof. fi n lover level w/3pc bath, rec rm, games rm & 5th 
bdrm!   $995,000.

YONGE & JEFFERSON BEAUTY! BACKS TO RAVINE!

(2 blocks south of Wellington
on the east side)

Aurora!  Shows to perfection!  120ft. frontage!  Child-safe 
cres!  Soaring 9 ft. ceilings!  Hardwood strip fl oors on both 
levels!  Sep. formal DR!  LR w/woodburning fpl!  Main fl r den!  
Updated gourmet centre island kit w/granite cntrs “open” to 
spac. sunken fam rm!  Master w/enticing updated 5pc ensuite!  
Prof. fi n lower level w/nanny quarters, rec rm, 3pc bath & 6th 
bdrm!  $1,159,000

 1st AD!  ST. ANDREWS ON THE HILL 3337 SF BEAUTY!

1-888-263-3849

15815 Yonge Street, Aurora

SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

Home Owners helping Homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East 

with expert advice!

905-727-4751

See our ad on page 24 for details

CLEARANCE
Weekend of 

May 9, 10 & 11 

GIGANTIC

AURORA 
UNITED CHURCH
Please Join Us... 

For Our Sunday Morning Service  
at Trinity Anglican Church 

Every Sunday 
at 11am until August 31

(79 Victoria Street, Aurora)

Highland
The Experience You Deserve

Automotive Professionals

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST., AURORA AUTO CAMPUS 

www.highlandgm.com

Serving Aurora 
and Surrounding Area 

For More Than 45 YEARS!

Trattoria • Pizzeria 
• Pasticceria 

• Gelateria

230 Wellington St. E 
905-727-5577

For information: 
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

Friday, May 9, 2014

Grades 2 to 11
Registration required.

905-895-1700 ext. 259

Spend-a-HalF day

THE FACES OF $130,000:  Over 1,200 runners and walkers of all ages descended on the Aurora Community Centre on Sunday 
afternoon for the annual Nature’s Emporium Run/Walk For Southlake. Their efforts have, so far, raised over $127,000 for the 
local hospital, with pledge money still rolling in through May 15. For more on Sunday’s festivities, please see Page 24.   
                                                 Auroran photos by Brock Weir

Council leaves window to get “creative” after 
residents shoot down Heritage District

By Brock Weir

Neighbours will have to wait nearly three more weeks to 
find out whether or not a Heritage Conservation District in 
their community will proceed to the next steps.

Nearly 200 residents from Aurora’s downtown southeast 
quadrant filled Council Chambers on Wednesday evening to 
sound off  on the pros and cons of  a Heritage Conservation 
District which is proposed be bordered roughly by the north 
side of  Wellington Street East on the north, Rotary Park to 
the South, Berczy Street to the east and Victoria Street to the 
west.

The Special Council meeting gave Councillors a further 
opportunity to hear firsthand from residents and property 

owners in the area on why they would or would not like to see 
a Heritage Conservation District (HCD), and everything that 
comes with it, implemented on their properties. 

It was also an opportunity for consultants and Aurora’s 
legal department to address concerns that have become 
part of  the debate – legitimate concerns to some and “fear 
mongering” to others – on restrictions that might be coming 
their way. 

Response from over 40 speakers who came to the podium 
was largely negative, with many speaking out against any 
further restrictions on their homes or properties, with those 
in favour saying they believe it will foster a sense of  security 
for the neighbourhood. 

Continued on page 6

Mayors look for alternatives to 
keep University dream alive  
after York U decision

By Brock Weir

York University rejected Aurora and Newmarket’s pitch for a 
new university campus straddling the two municipalities last week.

But, the two proponents of  the plan, Aurora Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe and Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen, are not ready to let 
the plan go to waste just yet. 

Discussions continue between the two mayors on just where to 
go from here after York University announced they were proceeding 
into May with a shortlist consisting of  bids from the City of  
Markham, the Town of  Richmond Hill and the City of  Vaughan. 

Aurora previously courted a satellite campus of  the University 
of  Windsor over the past two years into the early weeks of  2014, but 
those plans fell through. The time might be here, said Mayor Dawe, 
to look for other suitors. 

“We are actually going to get together next week to discuss that,” 

Continued on page 19Continued on page 3

15216 Yonge Street, Aurora
(905) 727-8161

per gallon on your next  
premium interior paint purchase*

Offer ends May 4

AURORA PAINT AND DECORATING

Buy 2 colour samples, 
get one free and $5 off

Prince Andrew to 
experience “Aurora’s 
pride” next month

By Brock Weir

The Queen’s York Rangers have been part of  Aurora’s 
fabric for over 125 years. 

Aurora residents might see them at community events, 
see their distinctive army vehicles cruising around the 
Industrial Parkway neighbourhood, but after so many 
years as fixtures in Aurora life, sometimes people don’t take 
particular notice of  them. That was certainly the case for 
Brian North and Kimberly Kerr. The Aurora residents saw 
members of  the Regiment all the time, but didn’t have a true 
appreciation for the value each individual in the Regiment 
brought to the community until they became involved in a 
series of  events designed to allow the community to show 
their appreciation last year. 

“It’s all about the people,” says Mr. North. “We have got 
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Youth Volunteer Fair   

Would you like to develop your job skills or contribute to your community? Learn 
more by visiting the Youth Volunteer Fair. 

Where: Aurora Public Library, Magna Room
When: Saturday, May 3 
 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth Co-ordinator, Town of 
Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or fdemarco@aurora.ca 

Dinner and a Movie 

Alice in Wonderland  (Rated PG) 

Where:  Aurora Public Library 
When: Saturday, May 3 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served.  
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

REMINDERS
Yard Waste Pick-Up 

Residents are reminded that yard waste collection 
has resumed.  

You are asked to bundle branches and place them 
curbside on the alternating week of garbage 
collection with your recycling and green bin.  

Bundling guidelines are available on page 17 of the Town’s 2014 Waste Management 
Guide and Recycling Calendar or at www.aurora.ca/yardwaste

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Monday, May 5 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 6 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, May 7 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, May 8 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, May 8 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment
Monday, May 12 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Tuesday, May 13 7 p.m. Joint Council Committee
Thursday, May 15 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, May 16 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. 
Have your voice heard on election day and vote!

This year, the Town will also ask residents to vote on the 
following two questions on the ballot:

1. “Are you in favour of electing all Aurora councillors, other 
than the Mayor, by ward vote instead of general 
Town-wide vote?” 

2. “Are you in favour of reducing the number of Aurora 
councillors, other than the Mayor, from eight (8) councillors to 
six (6) councillors?”

PUBLIC NOTICES 

Aurora United Church  

Rebuilding Fund 

On April 11 the Aurora United Church was destroyed by a 
devastating fire.  

Those wishing to help with rebuilding efforts can make 
donations at BMO Bank, 15252 Yonge Street, to the
“Aurora United Church Rebuilding Fund,” 
account number: 0303-8976-766. 

The congregation sincerely appreciates any and all support.

Re-locating Community Groups   

Please note that all Al-Anon and Alateen Support Group 
meetings are now being held at St.Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church. If you or someone you know has been affected 
by someone’s drinking, the Al-Anon Support Group meets 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. and the Alateen Support Group (for ages 
11 to 19) meets Sundays at 8 p.m. For more information, 
please call 1-888-425-2666. 

Other community groups affected by the fire that need help 
sharing information with the public are encouraged to contact 
Michael Kemp, Manager of Communications, Town of Aurora, 
at mkemp@aurora.ca or 905-727-3123 ext. 4238.

Parking Around Trinity Anglican Church   

Generous support has been offered by Trinity Anglican Church 
to invite members of Aurora United to participate in Sunday 
morning service.

To help with the increased parking around Trinity Anglican, the 
Town is making parking available at Aurora Public Library and 
at Town Park. Despite this additional parking, there will likely 
be more cars parking along Metcalfe Street and Victoria Street 
on Sundays.

The Town would like to thank residents for their patience 
and understanding, as we work to accommodate increased 
parking needs during this temporary situation.

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Skylight Gallery Artist of the Month   

In May, the Skylight Gallery 
will feature the artwork of 
Miram Leiher and her daughter 
Gabrielle Leiher. 

This collaborative effort from 
two local artists features 
unique canvasses and subjects 
that showcase what moves 
them. 

Please join Miram and Gabrielle at their reception on Friday, May 
9 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. to learn more about their artwork. 

Regular viewing hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on the third floor of Aurora Town Hall.

Aurora Arboretum Tree Planting  

Join the Aurora Community Arboretum on Saturday, May 3 from 
10 a.m. to noon for their annual Community Tree Planting event. 

The planting site is located at the northeast corner of St. John’s 
Side Road and Industrial Parkway North. The Montessori School 
has kindly agreed to allow parking in their lot. This is a rain or 
shine event so please dress accordingly. Shovels will be provided. 
Bring the whole family for this great opportunity!

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Decorated � oats, walking groups and marching bands 
are encouraged to participate in our well-attended 

Canada Day parade! Demonstrate your Canadian spirit 
and enthusiasm! Fantastic for local business exposure! 

Download a registration form at
www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade

and submit by Friday, June 13.

Call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca/canadadayparade for more information
Like us on Facebook       Follow us on Twitter #AuroraEvents2014

Please note, we reserve the right to 
cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly sponsored by:

Another exciting event 
brought to you by

20142014

Murray Dr.

Wellington St.

Mark St.

Orchard Hts. Blvd.

Edward St.

Kennedy St.

Yonge Street

N

A CURORA HRYSLER

CANADA DAY
PARADECANADA DAY
PARADE

Sign up now to participate in The Town
of Aurora’s Annual Canada Day Parade

presented by the Town of Aurora in Associat ion
with the Society of York Region Ar tists

For more information contact 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca

Saturday, May 3, 2014 • 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 4, 2014 • 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Free Admission

Aurora Town Hall
100 John West Way

J U R I E D  A RT 
S H OW  and S A L E

52nd Annual

*We reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

Proudly 
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Neighbourhood Network Tree Planting

Register today for Neighbourhood Network’s annual Spring Tree 
Planting Day on Saturday, May 10 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Pizza lunch will be provided. Pre-registration is required. High 
School students can register through their guidance office. 
Community members can register by calling 905-726-3737. 

Flipside Sk8board Park

Flipside Sk8board Park is back for another 
season at the Aurora Community Centre 
parking lot! Drop by to sharpen your 
skateboard skills, learn new tricks and 
hangout with your friends. 

Spring schedule: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays – April 22 to June 26 4 p.m. to 8 p.m 

Saturdays and Sundays – April 26 to June 29 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For more information, please contact Franco DeMarco, Youth 
Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 3121 or 
fdemarco@aurora.ca 

Celebrate Youth Week

Learn about the great events celebrating Aurora’s Youth from 
May 1 to May 7. Visit www.aurora.ca/youth

The Aurora Public Library

Author Event – Robert J. Sawyer

Join us on Monday, May 5 at the APL in the Magna Room 
as we feature another great author event. Multiple award-
winning, best-selling science fiction author Robert J. Sawyer 
will read and discuss his books starting at 7 p.m. This event 
is free with a ticket. Please call 905-727-9494 ext. 275 for 
more information.

Get on Board – Games Night

Drop-in on Thursday, May 1 for a fun evening of Scrabble, 
chess, checkers and more! Games can be signed-out from 
the Information Desk of the APL. Adults 18 and older are 
welcome to attend this event in the living room area from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Trails Donation Fund   

Aurora Town Council approved a bylaw that allows residents to 
make donations to a Trails Donation Reserve Fund, to receive and 
hold donations for the betterment of the Town’s trails network. 
The following guidelines apply to the fund:  
 

• All gifts of $50 or more will be receipted for income 
tax purposes by the Corporate and Financial Services 
department

• Only unconditional financial gifts will be accepted
• Gifts from estates and wills are also encouraged for 

consideration 
• All gifts will be segregated from Town funds and will be 

planned for specific projects to be recommended to Council 
by the Trails and Active Transportation Committee

• Recommended projects will be above and beyond base 
financial commitments for trails made by Council in its 
annual budget, or to assist in funding large projects which 
would not proceed by Council without the additional 
funding from the donations 

• Unspent reserve fund account balances will earn interest in 
the same manner as other Town reserve fund accounts

To make a donation to the Trails Donation Fund, please contact 
Dan Elliot, Director of Corporate and Financial Services, at 
905-727-3123 ext. 4722.

Tourism Stakeholder Meeting

The York Region Arts Council is hosting an information and 
networking session for tourism stakeholders in Aurora to learn 
about the different opportunities available through the Town, 
York Region Arts Council and Central Counties Tourism Marketing 
Support.

When: Monday, May 12 – 9 a.m. to noon
Where: Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, Holland Room

Anyone involved with local festivals, arts, culture, sports, 
culinary establishments or other tourism-related industries are 
encouraged to attend. Please contact Jim Kyle, Project Manager 
of Special Projects, Town of Aurora, 905-727-3123 ext. 4345 or 
jkyle@aurora.ca

Aurora Cemetery Clean-Up

The Aurora Cemetery needs your help on Saturday, May 3 to 
clean-up debris left from the ice storm.  Community service 
volunteer hours for high school students will be honoured. Please 
bring your own fan rake and gloves. Water will be supplied. Join 
us anytime between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 14253 Yonge Street.
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By Brock Weir

If  you’ve uncovered unwanted items collecting 
dust in your garages or basements during spring 
cleaning, dust them off  and put them to good use 
this weekend.

New and used household goods, gear, books 
and clothes can 
be turned into 
some gleaming 
new bleachers for 
St. Maximilian 
Kolbe Catholic 
High School 
and the myriad 
of  local sports 
teams which call 
their field home.

Student and 
parent volunteers 
will take over the 
school’s parking 
lot on Wellington 
Street East, 
between Industrial 
Parkway North and John West Way, this Saturday, 
May 1, for the first of  what they hope will be an 
annual street sale. 

“We needed to do something different to really 
raise a fair amount of  funds for the school and 
normal means of  fundraising are sometimes 
difficult,” says Rob Della Rocca, head of  the 
Fundraising Committee. “It is difficult to ask 
parents for money all the time, so we figure at this 
time of  year people are cleaning out their houses, 
basements and garages and it is a great time for 
their own yard sale or street sale.”

Students were busy last Thursday afternoon 

sorting out the beginnings of  what has turned out 
to be a mountain of  items ranging from books to 
badminton equipment, from kitchen utensils to 
knitting guides, and from paintings of  plants to 
kitchen pots. And there is always room for more. 

Students, teachers and parents will be working 
into this Friday night sorting items and will take 

in any donations 
up until 6 pm. 
Parents will 
handle the 
donations, and 
then on Saturday, 
it’s show time – 
rain or shine. 

If  the heavens 
open up, the sale 
will be moved 
indoors, but 
the event will 
feature music 
and a community 
barbeque. 

“Our goal 
is trying to help 

people get what they want and bring the 
community together,” says St. Max student Aram 
Derharoutunian. “The proceeds will benefit both 
the Town and the School.”

Adds Mr. Della Rocca: “We need to add about 
900 seats of  bleachers to the sports field. This is 
one of  our agenda items. The amount of  funds we 
need to raise for that is substantial. It will be a 
long-term project and hopefully this will be the 
first annual event. But, in doing the bleachers, 
it not only benefits the school but it benefits the 
Town and the whole area. Coming to events and 

to know a lot about them and the members who 
have actually served in other countries. They are 
regular people just like you and I. We always look 
at veterans as 90 year old people, but we now have 
25-year-old veterans here in the Town of  Aurora.”

Their three-event “Year in the Life of  the 
Soldier” series, which ran last March through 
November, was so successful, when a very special 
visitor appeared to be dropping in, organizers 
knew exactly who to call to help arrange next 
month’s Royal Visit to Aurora. 

Prince Andrew, Duke of  York, has now been 
confirmed to visit Aurora on Thursday, June 
5. As The Auroran reported last week, the 
Queen’s son was due to take part in a series of  
community celebrations in Aurora and Toronto 
to commemorate the Regiment as their Colonel in 
Chief.

The main purpose of  the visit is to commemorate 
new battle honours received by the Regiment. 

The Aurora leg of  the Royal Visit will take 
place in Aurora (at a yet-to-be-announced venue) 
at 9 a.m. on June 5 with a special fundraising 
breakfast in the presence of  the Duke of  York. 

Components of  the morning in Aurora will also 
likely incorporate elements of  Aurora’s recently 
re-named Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Park, formerly 
known as Civic Square Park on John West Way. 

Celebrations will then continue to Toronto for 
a reception at Queen’s Park and further events at 
Old Fort York, which will include a parade of  The 
Guidon, the “colours”, or “flag”, held sacred by 
the Regiment.

“The main part of  the day is the actual trooping 

of  The Guidon,” says Ms. Kerr. “That is why he 
is coming and that is why we are all doing this. 
When we went to Fort York last Wednesday, we 
actually got to see The Guidon and how sacred and 
respected it is, and how special it is to the Queen’s 
York Rangers.”

Their planning for the Aurora portion of  the 
visit, however, is focused on giving Prince Andrew 
a true flavour of  Aurora. 

“We wanted him to come to Aurora because 
Aurora is where the Armoury is and we wanted 
him to experience Aurora’s Pride in having the 
Queen’s York Rangers in the community,” says 
Mr. North. “Unlike the rest of  the day, which will 
have more pomp and circumstance, we wanted 
him to get the feel for Aurora.

“Our event, the way we have planned it, will 
hopefully come across with the Queen’s York 
Rangers soldiers on site, commemorations of  the 
day, and the legacy of  him coming. We hope the 
entire event will be small town and really feel a 
connection towards Aurora.”

The last member of  the Royal Family to visit 
Aurora was King Edward VIII, then Prince of  
Wales, who took part in a fox hunt in 1927. The 
last Duke of  York to come to Town were the 
future King George V and Queen Mary, Prince 
Andrew’s great-grandparents, who had a whistle 
stop visit in 1901 as part of  their tour of  the 
Empire.

“You certainly don’t get this opportunity very 
often and it is something that is another opportunity 
to bring the Town together,” 
said Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 
about the upcoming visit.

Briefly

Continued on page 22

Follow us on Twitter
#AuroraEvents2014

Electronic Waste and
Clothing Recycling Event

Saturday, May 3 • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

E-waste is collected and processed by:

For more information,
call 905-727-1375

or visit www.aurora.ca

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities.

We will accept:
COMPUTERS • COMPUTER PERIPHERALS • MONITORS • KEYBOARDS
• LAPTOPS • FAX MACHINES • HARD DRIVES • PRINTERS • STEREO AND 
VIDEO EQUIPMENT • HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS • TELEPHONES • CELL PHONES 
 • VCRS • RADIOS • GENTLY USED 
 YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT-SIZED 
 CLOTHING AND MORE!

Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices
and gently used youth and young adult-sized clothing to:

9 Scanlon Court
Town of Aurora Operations Yard

Located off Industrial Parkway North, one block north

of Wellington Street East

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Break free NOW from Learning Disabilities
At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and successful therapy for correcting learning

disabilities in both adults and children. The breakthrough program enables participants to
function in a regular classroom or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will
even know that they are using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive
results will be visible. If you, your children or someone you know is struggling with a learning
disability, we can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more information, to get a free no-obligation information
package, or to book a free consultation, please contact

Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

If learning is
a problem...

we have a solution

Advertorial

Our son was diagnosed with
learning disability in reading

and writing at 6. He has
completed the program and

is now very successful.
The confidence he now has

is the best reward.

– Ron & Wendy Jennings,
Newmarket, Ontario

• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)

• ADD (attention)
• ADHD (attention   

and hyperactivity)
• Autism spectrum

We continue to use the
methods that my son

learned there. We would
highly recommend this
program for your child

that has reading or
learning difficulties.

– M. N.
Newmarket, Ontario

The thought of completing
high school was almost
inconceivable. After a

month or two at Learning
Ability, we started talking
about what college she

will be attending.

– Richard & Deb Pope
Newmarket, Ontario

“ “ “

” ” ”

We can help with

From page 1

Breakfast with Duke of York confirmed for June 5

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

St. Max street sale Saturday will put old objects 
to new community use

Visit to incorporate “elements” of Diamond Jublee Park

“MAMMOTHON” 
FOR BREAST CANCER SCREENING

Women between the ages of  50 and 74 can participate in a “one-day 
mammogram marathon” next week hosted by Southlake Regional Health 
Centre. Just in time for “an early Mother’s Day gift”, the Central Regional Cancer 
Screening program is partnering with Southlake to make it easier for women to 
get screened for breast cancer through the Mammothon. “Research tells us that 
most cancers are treatable if  caught early, but women are avoiding breast cancer 
screening because they’re afraid of  the results and they don’t have the time,” 
says event organizer Lori Allen. “But, we know from experience that there are 
serious and sometimes life-threatening risks associated with procrastinating.” 
Set for next Wednesday, May 7, the program aims to screen 50 women between 
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. To find out if  you are eligible for the Mammothon and to book 
your mammogram, contact the hospital at 905-895-4521 x6228. 

MERLIN’S HOLLOW RETURNS FOR 33rd SEASON

Aurora’s famed Merlin’s Hollow garden will once again welcome visitors 
through its gates beginning next Saturday, May 10. A labour of  love tended for 
over 33 years by David and Dierdre Tomlinson, visitors will have five chances 
to come and see the blooms, a colourful scene which changes dramatically 
from month to month. The first open day is May 10, which has been a favourite 
Mother’s Day Weekend destination for decades. It will open once again on 
Saturday, June 14, Saturday, July 5, and Sunday, July 13. For the second 
consecutive year. Merlin’s Hollow will be part of  the Doors Open Aurora tour 
on August 15. Last year on Doors Open, Ms. Tomlinson said nearly 270 people 
came through on the one day alone. “Several came up to David and asked him 
how many gardeners he had working for him and were amazed when he said, 
‘Just one, she’s over there,’” says Dierdre. “They thought he was kidding them!” 
Merlin’s Hollow is located at 181 Centre Crescent (off  Centre Street, just west of  
Industrial Parkway North. The garden will be open on the select days from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., with the exception of  the August Doors Open event, which closes 
at 4 p.m. Admission is free.

15 CHARITIES TO PARTNER WITH HOEDOWN

15 York Region charities will team up with Magna International to make the 
2014 Wild West Hoedown a success. Selected charities will have the opportunity 
to divide up the proceeds raised in the lead-up to, and at, the annual bash, set 
for Saturday, September 13. These charities and non-profits include the Aurora 
Youth Soccer Club, Aurora Minor Hockey Association, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of  York, Deafblind Ontario Services, Georgia Arts Centre and Gallery, 
Georgina Skating Club, the Heart and Stroke Foundation (York North), Hospice 
Vaughan, Hospice Richmond Hill, & Hospice Georgina, the Learning Centre 
for Georgina/Literacy Council York-Simcoe, Newmarket Stingrays Swim Club, 
Newmarket Minor Hockey Association, Pulsars Gymnastics Club, the Queen’s 
York Rangers 2799 Army Cadet Corps, Rose of  Sharon, and Welcoming Arms. 
For more information, visit www.hoedown.ca.

“GRAFFITI” WILL BE PART OF YOUTH SPACE

Aurora youth between the ages of  12 and 17 are invited to get their creative 
juices flowing and participate in the Town’s first annual “Urban Art Aurora” 
initiative through this spring and summer. All students with an interest in 
graffiti are encouraged to get creative in using graffiti techniques to create 
murals on 30 foot canvasses which will then be showcased in Aurora’s new 
Community Space for Youth, slated to open this fall at the Aurora Community 
Centre. For more information, contact Franco DeMarco, Aurora’s Acting 
Youth and Community Development Coordinator at fdemarco@aurora.ca. 
Registrations will be accepted through May 30. 



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 1, 2014Page  4

Growing up, it is hard to avoid 
hearing about the exploits of  the 
saints, no matter what religion – or 
lack thereof  – in which you might be 
raised. 

You can’t go through life, for 
instance, hearing about St. Patrick 
and his vermin control in Ireland. 
Or, about Joan of  Arc’s visions, 
and her fate, either through 
textbooks, films, or even through 
the particularly memorable theme 
song from television’s Maude which 
described her as “a sister who really 
cooked.” Terrible, but memorable.

Whichever saint you might have felt a particular 
kinship with, these were often remote figures 
whose relics had long become dusty, venerated 
or, in some cases, debunked and questioned. They 
were figures from history with whom you would 
not necessarily have a personal connection. 

Therefore, when I went to bed on Saturday night, 
my head hit the pillow sure in the knowledge that 
when I woke up the late Pope John Paul II would 
be made Saint John Paul II with a few flutters of  
ancient tradition. For the thousands of  people the 
world over, John Paul II was essentially already 
nearing the finish line to sainthood in life and to 
those people, his new status might seem second 
nature. For a non-Catholic like myself, I’m left 
slightly mystified. 

Despite being nominally raised as a Protestant, I 
found something compelling about the man. While 
I personally came to disagree with his stance on 
many social issues, there was no doubt he was a 
captivating and charismatic figure who was able 
to engage people of  all stripes and all ages. So, 
when he came to Toronto to participate in World 
Youth Day in 2002, I felt almost duty-bound to 
take it in with my own eyes, if  only gain a better 
comprehension of  precisely where this spark 
between him and his flock really ignited. 

Mission accomplished. I saw him with my 
own eyes not once, not twice, but thrice. And 
a half. Let’s start with the half  first. That was 
shortly after his arrival in Toronto when his three 
helicopter cavalcade flew directly over Aurora and 
Newmarket on the way to a Lake Simcoe retreat. 
The second was walking what felt like an eternity 
through a sea of  pilgrims from Harbourfront 
Centre to the Princes’ Gates to catch a glimpse 
of  John Paul II going by in the Popemobile. The 
third was under the cover of  darkness huddling 
with friends outside the fence of  the convent 
in Thornhill where he stayed during his visit. 
The final time was braving gale-force winds at 
Downsview Park for the Papal Mass. 

So, I thought on Saturday night, soon I will 
have seen a saint several times with my own eyes. 
What that would mean, if  anything, I wasn’t sure. 
Actually, I am still not sure, but it seems like an 
entirely foreign concept. At the very least, I thought, 
maybe after Pope Francis did his thing and made 
everything official, these eyes which took in the 
Saint so many times might be miraculously cured 
of  their Mr. Magoo levels of  nearsightedness! 

Needless to say, I am writing this once again 
leaning ever closer and closer into my computer 
screen. Alas, that time will come, if  only for 
the blisters suffered by this Protestant who 
inexplicably felt the need to go on a holy pilgrimage.

SAINTS PRESERVE THEM 
Alas, the time is also coming to hear the fate 

of  the proposed Heritage Conservation District 
(HCD) in Southeast Old Aurora. Neighbours 
fretting about the implications of  the HCD either 
positively or negatively will learn this month 
whether designation is here to stay or dead in the 
water. 

In my experience, it is never a good sign to 
arrive in Town Hall to see extra chairs set up 

in the hallway to handle what is 
expected to be an overflow crowd. 
Actually, let me rephrase that. It 
is often good for a newspaper, but 
perhaps less so for the sanity of  
everyone else in the room. 

The last time that truly happened 
was in the Great Cultural Centre 
Debate of  2012 when absolute chaos 
and mayhem rung out in Town Hall 
in what was ultimately the most 
entertaining, but least productive, 
four consecutive hours ever spent 
in that long-suffering room. 

I was pleasantly surprised, however, by what 
took place, particularly in contrast to the last 
fiasco. 

To talk to the different factions of  the HCD debate 
as groups, rather than individuals, it seems they 
are two or three groups which will be at perpetual 
loggerheads, maybe even to the detriment of  
their own community. What actually transpired, 
when push came to shove, was a remarkable 
demonstration in civic engagement, civil dialogue, 
and healthy debate within an equally healthy and 
thriving community. 

There was an energy in the room at the start of  
the meeting which gave a sense of  tension, that 
fireworks were to be expected, and battle lines 
drawn. As the meeting wore on, this energy shifted 
into something different, an almost imperceptible 
shift in the temperament of  the crowd realising 
their goals might not be so far apart after all. They 
all want what they feel is best for their community, 
their respective liberties, and what they have 
personally invested in their properties. 

It will be interesting to see whether in the 
three weeks ahead this can be built upon and the 
“creative” alternatives sought by the audience to 
make everyone happy will come from municipal 
staff  in their next report, or whether further 
suggestions on achieving these goals might spring 
out from the community itself. 

As someone who currently lives in a house with 
a heritage value in the negative column, it is hard 
for me to take a firm stance in the debate either for 
or against, but it is very easy indeed to appreciate 
both sides of  the argument. 

On the one hand, it is very important for property 
owners to retain rights to their properties and if  
such a designation would truly have an adverse 
effect on their property values or insurance, that 
is obviously a most important point to consider. 

On the other hand, as many opposing the plan 
pointed out, Aurora does not have to look any 
further than the opposite side of  Wellington 
Street to see an HCD in action. In my years 
covering Council, I personally have not heard any 
complaints relating to the HCD come to the fore, 
bar one man who was having trouble with striking 
the right balance with an addition he proposed for 
his home. At the end of  the day, the biggest gripes in 
the area pertained to the traffic control measures 
put in place, in part, to maintain the “character” 
of  the community. 

On a personal level, I also look to a street 
in Etobicoke where I spent a great deal of  my 
childhood. Built in the mid-1950s, it was a street 
that looks its age. When I lived there, it was a very 
model of  a 1950s suburban neighbourhood which 
would not have appeared out of  place used as a 
backdrop on Leave It To Beaver. 

In the intervening years, however, those pristine 
middle class homes have been steadily bulldozed 
and replaced with “monster homes” which shrank 
in the wash, but nevertheless tower over their 
neighbours, creating a very disjointed and jarring 
neighbourhood. 

So, for those who feel this might happen here, 
I feel your pain, but given the shared love in the 
room on Wednesday, I don’t think that is an option 
anyone would even consider allowing to happen. 

Continued on page 23
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As a candidate for Aurora Town Council, I commend 
the efforts of  those citizens who advocate a ward system. 

We will certainly discover the leanings of  our 
Community for a Ward System versus an At-Large System 
when it is put to the electorate on the 2014 Municipal 
Election ballot.

I am concerned however that a strict ward system, 
like the current strict at-large system, may have serious 
shortcomings for the Town of  Aurora. I find it somewhat 
disconcerting that one of  the other candidates for Council 
took to The Auroran recently to publicly chastise the 
Mayor for his views on this important issue. 

So, let’s look at the issue rather than the players. A look 
at the Municipal Government Act indicates that there are 
many choices. The range includes:

• At-large councillors with at-large voting as at present 
(one group of  councillor candidates with all voting 
residents selecting from all candidates). Each person 
voting can vote for eight candidates (or the proposed 
reduction to six candidates but that is not addressed in 
this letter).

• Ward councillors with at-large voting (councillor 
candidates grouped on an area basis with voting residents 

(Re: Historian hopes “reason will prevail” in Heritage 
District debate, April 24)

Mr. McIntyre is the self-appointed guru of  all 
things historical in the Town of  Aurora. 

His optics may be more than slightly skelly-eyed as a 
consequence.

Not every property owner is in a position to seriously 
propose the municipality acquire his property for some 
artsy-fartsy, airy-fairy, nonsensical notion of  a four acre 
“heritage park”

Even at a discount, the deal is no bargain to people working 
at several jobs to pay a mortgage, or rent, and put food on the 
table or a child through university.

His idea of  “fear-mongering by a few” is the  same 
dismissive, insufferably patronizing comment Councillor 
Abel was compelled to apologize for on Wednesday evening. 

To his credit, the latter did make his apology in public. It 
was the second time.

Content expressed on behalf  of  residents of  the Northeast 
Heritage District is not real and John McIntyre is not their 
spokesperson.

If  that project was being proposed at this time, there might 
have been a very different outcome.

How long would it take, I wonder, for landlords to 
acquire fine old homes in heritage districts and turn them 
into student housing, rented by the inch, had the university 
pitch been successful?

How long would they remain fine old homes at the hands 
of  students?

Councillor Evelyn Buck
Aurora

(Re: Mayoral candidate’s Facebook promo was “arrogant”)

You can always tell when an election in Aurora has been 
called. 

The negative letters from Matt Maddocks and others start 
up again. Letters against anyone who would challenge Dawe 
is attacked either by letters or blog. It doesn’t seem to matter 
if  the statements are true or not as long as they slam the 
challengers.

I went through this in the last election. 
Well, they are off  and running. 

A letter already against John Gallo over nothing that 
most people would see, but Matt Maddocks has said that 
John Gallo was “arrogant” on Facebook, as he said “Mayor 
Gallo, a New Mayor, Better Town.”

Wow, this is awful. NOT. 
This, to me, is advertising and what 

I would call it [is] a political statement. 
I look forward to seeing a clean, not negative campaign. 
MM, let’s just print good things about your candidate and 
please stop the crap. 

Can you imagine how great that would be to all Aurorans?

Nigel Kean
Aurora

Candidate has alternate 
suggestion for ward system

“Fear mongering” comment over 
HCD is “patronizing”: Councillor

Negative letters? Election is nigh!
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I imagine that the last thing any of  
you want to think about – or read about 
for that matter during this spring – is 
provincial politics. 

Most people would rather get their 
gardens in shape or head out to the golf  
course.

However, the Provincial Budget is set 
to be tabled on May 1 and we could very 
well have an election shortly after that.

Current polls show a horse race with 
the Tories up or at least tied with the 
Liberals with the NDP not too far behind.

The next election should be an 
interesting one. 

At first glance, the Opposition Tories 
should be well placed to attain the high seals of  office, given that 
the Liberals have been in power for over a decade, their ongoing 
struggles to get the provincial deficit and debt under control 
and the continuing scrutiny and accompanying fallout of  their 
costly decisions to cancel the power plants in Mississauga and 
Oakville.

As well, the resurgent NDP may chip away at the Liberals 
ideological turf, but current polls show that the Liberals are far 
from done, and Ms. Wynne has proven to be an adroit politician.

A spring election would likely be fought on a couple of  areas.
First, and foremost the economy and private sector job 

growth.
As part of  this discussion, I really hope that there is the 

long overdue debate on the cost, scope, reach and delivery of  
government.

The second issue is transit.
Everyone agrees that something needs to be done about our 

aging transit infrastructure in the GTA, but there is no such 
consensus when it comes to how to pay for the $50 billion price 
tag.

The Liberals like to discuss various revenue tools (i.e. mostly 
tax measures) that they can use to raise the $2 billion needed 
annually. 

The Tories don’t want to see any of  these measures used until 
the Liberals get their own fiscal house in order. 

And polls don’t really point to a magic formula to raise the $2 
billion.

According to a May, 2013 poll by Forum Research, none of  four 
favoured new taxes recommended by Metrolinx to pay for transit 
in to the Toronto region had more than 45% popular support.

Only 42% of  respondents approved a 15% increase in the 
charges developers pay. 25% approved a 5 cent per litre gas tax. 
43% approved a regional parking levy of  25 cents per space per 

day and only 27% approved a 1% sales tax 
hike in Ontario.

What is also interesting is the regional 
breakdown of  the polling numbers. There is 
no consensus either in the 905 area, where 
we reside. 45% support a developer levy. 
13% approve a gas tax, and 33% support a 
parking levy. 32% support a hike in the HST.

Looking at these numbers shows that 
gaining the political support to do anything 
will be difficult for the Premier.

One thing is certain; raising the HST on a 
province wide basis to help shore up transit 
in the GTA is a non starter for those outside 
this area.

Third is energy policy. Energy is 
extremely important and is inextricably intertwined with 
economic policy. And the decisions made by our public officials 
affect our provinces’ competitiveness and productivity, and 
ultimately our standard of  living.

The Liberals and Tories have fundamentally different views 
on most items in this sector, from new nuclear (Tories want 
them, Liberals most likely opposed) and renewables (Liberals 
Feed-In Tariff  Program, while Tories adamantly opposed).

One thing to keep in mind regarding energy is that Ontario 
is a goods producing province and we need low cost energy 
production as part of  the equation that includes well trained 
workers, good transportation and infrastructure and competitive 
tax rates.

There is another issue that really is a ticking time bomb, and 
as tax payers, will ultimately affect all of  us, and thus deserves 
to become part of  the electoral cycle discourse: public sector 
pensions.

As a recent Toronto Star story mentions, “both private 
and government-sponsored pension plans across the country 
are facing deficits as a result of  falling stock market returns, 
historically low interest rates and changing demographics.”

In a lot of  cases, defined pension plans don’t have enough 
money to cover the plan’s obligations to retirees. The amount of  
this unfunded liability is huge.

The experts tell us that there are a number of  solutions to the 
issue including increasing the age of  retirement and havinng 
employers and employees contribute equally.

A thorough discussion of  this issue is needed.
Electoral platforms and campaigns do matter. Clearly 

drawn policy battle lines between the parties could engage and 
galvanize voters and volunteers alike. 

Stephen can be contacted at stephengsomerville@yahoo.com

FRONT PORCH
PERSPECTIVE

Stephen Somerville

Potential issues in a provincial election

Previous Poll Results

NEW 
AURORAN POLL
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The Ontario Government is due to deliver its budget this 
week. Do you think it will trigger a spring election?

A) Yes          B) No        C) Undecided

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

Would you like to see Aurora and Newmarket 
host a new university campus?
A) Yes      B) No     C) Undecided

 Temporary Foreign Worker  
Program Moratorium

As a result of  serious concerns, the 
Government of  Canada has announced an 
immediate moratorium on the Food Services 
Sector’s access to the Temporary Foreign 
Worker Program. 

This moratorium will remain in effect until 
the completion of  the on-going review of  the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program. In no 
way will it affect the Seasonal Agricultural 
Worker Program as there are proven acute 
labour shortages in this industry and the 
unfilled jobs are short term by definition. 

Abuse of  the Temporary Foreign Worker Program will not be 
tolerated. Our government will continue to pursue significant 
reforms to the Temporary Foreign Worker Program to ensure that 
employers make greater efforts to recruit and train Canadians and 
that it is only used as a last and limited resort when Canadians are 
not available.

Channel Choice for Families
The CRTC has released their report on the unbundling of  

television channels. The report sets out a roadmap to greater 
channel choice, which is consistent with our commitment in the 
Speech from the Throne to provide Canadian families with the 
flexibility and choice they want. 

The proposed approach is designed to respond to consumer 
demand for more flexibility by requiring that all discretionary 
services be offered on a pick-and-pay basis. Under this approach, 
subscribers would not have to pay for discretionary services they 
do not wish to receive and could allocate their financial resources 
mainly to the services they or their families wish to receive.

Given that the price of  cable, satellite and IPTV distribution 
services has increased faster than the rate of  inflation in recent 
years, providing subscribers with increased flexibility would give 
them more control over their bills. In addition, requiring build-
your-own-package options while continuing to allow pre-assembled 
packages would maximize the options available to consumers, 
while still providing support for Canadian programming, choice 
and diversity within the system. 

Call for Proposals
I would like to invite local organizations to propose projects that 

will empower women in the region – particularly entrepreneurs 
and professionals – to succeed. The Government of  Canada will 
fund these new projects through a Status of  Women Canada Call 
for Proposals entitled Economic Prosperity: Positioning Women for 
Success. 

Projects funded under this call will support women by increasing 
their access to economic and mentoring opportunities, as well 

as advancing their financial preparedness. 
This latest Call by Status of  Women Canada 
is in line with the commitment made by the 
Government in Economic Action Plan 2014 to 
support women entrepreneurs by increasing 
mentorship among women business owners. 

For more information, visit women.gc.ca.
Budget Surplus

We heard more good news on the fiscal 
front last week with the announcement of  a 
budgetary surplus of  $5.1 billion in February 
2014. Revenues increased by 8.4 per cent 
including a 10.9 per cent increase in corporate 
income tax revenues. Major transfers to 

persons, consisting of  elderly, EI and children’s benefits, increased 
by 3.7 per cent and elderly benefits increased by 3.0 per cent, due to 
growth in the elderly population and changes in consumer prices, 
to which benefits are fully indexed. Direct program expenses 
decreased by 3%.

Great Lakes Water Quality
A draft Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water 

Quality and Ecosystem Health has been posted for public comment 
until July 3, 2014. This agreement will help the Government of  
Canada continue to make progress on protecting and enhancing 
Great Lakes water quality and deliver on its important bi-national 
commitments with the United States under the amended Great 
Lakes Water Quality Agreement. Our domestic action plan to 
protect and restore the Great Lakes includes the Lake Simcoe/
South-Eastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund which has allocated 
$59 million since 2007 and leveraged $51.2 million from partners 
to support 186 community projects to address algae issues in the 
watersheds. You can view the draft agreement at http://www.ec.gc.
ca/lcpe-cepa/.

Coffee & Tea with the MP
Each year I host a number of  “Coffee & Tea with the MP” 

events around the riding where constituents can drop by without 
an appointment. I enjoy chatting with residents about their issues 
of  interest or concern, and keeping my finger on the pulse of  
the community. Last week’s event included discussions about 
agriculture, Ukraine, RRSPs and beneficiaries, international 
pensions, Organic Flow Batteries, Bill C-18, the Fair Elections Act, 
police matters and Senate Reform. Follow-up items include help 
with an immigration matter, assistance in obtaining a copyright, an 
invitation to attend a local women’s group and meetings for further 
discussion. My next event takes place in Aurora in June. Stay tuned 
to this paper for the date and location.

If  you would like to contact me on any issue, please call 905-953-7515 
or visit my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Faith and Politics
I watched a lot of  television while I 

had the flu.  
Not much else to do seeing as I was 

virtually incapacitated.  
Reading made me nauseous. Knitting, 

sewing – same thing - so that left me 
with just TV.  Hours and hours of  TV.  I 
cannot think of  something more mind 
numbing than multi-day marathons of  
TV. It is truly a soul-sucking experience.

Anyway, watching that much TV 
afforded me the opportunity to binge 
watch a few good programs (thank you 
Netflix!)  – House of  Cards (both seasons 
again), Boss (both seasons) and as much 
West Wing as I could find. What can I 
say, I am a bit of  a political junkie.

While watching the programs 
one after the other after the other, I 
noticed a curious and recurrent theme 
throughout all three programs – God, 
or more specifically, politics and God.  I 
should not be surprised.  Their money 
is emblazoned with the motto “in God 
we trust”.  That God should figure so 
prominently in American society is not 
unexpected.

However, American politicians have 
an odd relationship with religion.  On 
the one hand, they are fiercely proud of  
their version of  democracy.  It makes a 
very clear distinction between church 
and state and never the twain shall meet 
(unless you live in Texas, or Utah for 
example…but that’s another column)

And yet.  
Personal piety and obvious religiosity 

are vitally important should a candidate 
want to get elected.  Professions of  
personal faith – faith in God – are de 
rigueur for the current, has-been and 
wannabe politician alike.  I cannot even 
imagine a candidate stating that he or 
she is an atheist or even an agnostic.  It 
would be a non-starter.  

Going to church – and being filmed 
going to church, bible in hand (family 
bible handed down for generations no 
less) is pretty much a standard election 
shot in America. And yes, I am sad to 
say that despite the melting pot society 
of  which they are so very proud, it is 
still primarily a church, not a mosque, 
or temple, or Shul that is the assumed 
house of  faith for America’s leaders.

Don’t believe me? Recall the 
unseemly debate during the 2008 
election about Obama’s religion – first 
about whether he was a Christian and 
then about whether he was the “right” 
kind of  Christian attending the “right” 
kind of  church.  That should belie any 
protestations about whether or not 
religion matters in American politics.

Faith is a prop in politics.  That’s 
disappointing, but true.  Regular 
church goers often remark that they 
know an election must be imminent 
because candidates all of  a sudden start 
showing up to church, whole families in 
tow, to sit in the front row.  They don’t 
fool anyone, but my goodness they do 
put on a show.

That being said, no politician – 
current, has-been or wannabe – would 
actually campaign in a church (or 
temple or mosque or Shul) though. 
That’s too low even for a politician.  Not 
even the crassest of  the crass would 
dare hand out election materials (like 
pamphlets or cards) in a house of  faith. 

The fallout amongst the faithful 
would be immediate and tremendous.  
Campaigning in a house of  God is an 
affront to the religious sensibilities of  
even the most lapsed of  church-goers.

We have seen them electioneering 
outside a church though many 
times. Taking the opportunity of  a 
large gathering of  the faithful for 

Yonge Street was 
a sea of colour as 
the cadet corps 
and student body 
at St. Andrew’s 
College held their 
annual parade on 
Sunday afternoon 
exercising their 
Freedom of the 
Town. Seen here, 
rounding the cor-
ner outside Hil-
lary House, the 
parade ended at 
Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church 
for the school’s 
annual service.

 Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir
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By Brock Weir

Nearly 200 people filled Aurora’s 
Council Chambers on Wednesday 
night to speak out on the planned 
Heritage Conservation District in 
Southeast Old Aurora.

Although many people did not 
get up to the podium to voice their 
support or concerns, of  the over 40 
residents who did, those against it 
were the overwhelming majority. 

Residents and property owners 
came up to the podium one by one to 
appeal to Council to nip the proposed 
Heritage Conservation District (HCD) 
in the bud, speaking out against what 
they felt would be undue restrictions 

imposed on them from Town Hall to 
maintain their properties as they see 
fit, the likelihood of  their insurance 
going up as a result of  the HCD, 
or being obliterated all together, 
and ultimately losing a degree of  
the resale value of  their respective 
properties.

For many on both sides of  the 
debate, there was a keen sense of  
appreciation for the heritage value in 
the neighbourhood but, for opponents, 
regulation was going one step too far.

“As property owners and residents, 
we respect and appreciate, perhaps 
more than most, the venerable 
character of  our particular 
neighbourhood,” said resident Mary 

O’Reilly. “Our neighbourhood evolved 
gradually, under our influence, 
to modern use and function with 
sensitivity. We have more than 
demonstrated our concern for the 
heritage of  our neighbourhood. 
Now, we are confronted with a plan 
for heritage designation. We do not 
understand the need for this action.

“We have found little comfort or 
assurance that designation is an asset 
and not a disadvantage to property 
ownership. The idea penalties could 
be imposed for doing work that 
doesn’t conform to an interpretation 
of  what we can and cannot do with our 
property is completely unacceptable 
to us. We are requesting the process 
end here and now. As time passes, we 
continue to uncover more reasons to 
oppose and none to recommend it. 
If  the process continues, we will not 
change our position. We will simply 
become more firm in our resolve.”

A shortage of  reasons to oppose the 
HCD was certainly not an issue for 
the majority of  those in attendance 
last week. The most predominant of  
these was the issue of  insurance as 
residents on both sides squared off  
on whether insurance brokers would 
take on a property in an HCD. Several 
neighbours said they made enquiries 
but more often than not came up 
empty. 

“We have contacted three insurance 
companies and all of  these insurance 
companies have severe restrictions 
on homeowners and these could 
actually cause the homeowner to lose 
their insurance and lose their home,” 
said resident Brian Murphy, noting 
companies are still grappling with 
claims stemming from the recent ice 
storm. “This is not a good time, as 
insurance companies are in a foul 
mood.”

Added John Friedbacher: “If  you 
have any emails or documents from 
any source, including insurance 
companies, stating there is no 
problem with insuring a heritage 
home with guaranteed replacement 
costs, get it in writing. All of  this can 
be avoided now by simply saying no.”

Several residents voiced their 
support for Heritage Designation, 
but only if  this heritage designation 

applied to individual homes. If  the 
intent was to go forward with an 
HCD on the entire community, one 
of  the “creative solutions” offered 
last week was following the lead of  
some municipalities like Cambridge 
which allows for property owners to 
opt out of  the blanket designation. 
Overall, however, many said they 
were concerned with overregulation. 

“I believe everyone has good 
intentions, but overregulation 
covered under the Heritage Act is a 
very big concern,” said Glenn Hefner. 

Added Nancee Webb: “Is [the 
purpose of  this] to keep monster 
homes out, condos out, or to 
ensure homeowners maintain their 
property? We already have zoning 
bylaws which should do this. Please 
do not allow this heritage designation 
to take place. We do not want this. 

“It is difficult to assess the impact 
of  designation on a particular area 
within a particular community. 
What I don’t understand is why the 
consultants would be citing studies 
done in other areas across Ontario 
when we have an eight year old HCD 
right here in Aurora.”

For former councillor Damir 
Vrancic, who has converted a home in 
the proposed HCD into a law practice, 
there has to be a balance struck 
between “preserving our values and 
our liberties.”

“Most of  us here who are now 
developers would probably think it 
is wrong to build monster homes in 
our established neighborhoods,” he 
said, arguing that large frontages and 
deep properties in the area make it 
attractive to monster home builders. 
This, in turn, would drive up property 
values but also force the tax base 
to rise, challenging some residents 
in the community to meet those 
costs. That issue would be addressed 
through proactive bylaws.

“You owe it to us to find creative 
ways of  preserving for those people 
who are arguing to retain the status 
quo and those who have also invested 
funds into this community that you 
reserve our values and our liberties 
so you have some ability to deal 
with our properties without undue 
restriction,” he concluded.

The negative response, however, 
provided plenty of  food for thought 
and Councillors opted to make a final 
decision on whether or not to proceed, 
targeting the General Committee 
meeting of  May 20 as the tentative 
decision day.

For some Councillors, the negative 
response was overwhelming and a 
recommendation from staff  simply 
to receive the comments, effectively 
hitting the pause button on the entire 
process, was something that should 
have been done right then and there.

“We have heard the unanimous 
support for maintaining the character 
of  this neighbourhood,” said Councillor 
Evelyn Buck. “We can stop designation 
[but] we don’t have to stop looking for 
ways and means of  satisfying everyone 
with doing whatever is possible under 
the planning act to protect the character 
of  this neighbourhood.

“At this point, I can think of  no new 
information that can be presented by 
staff  to this Council that will make any 
difference in anybody’s minds. All the 
work has been done, all the questions 
have been asked, and all the answers 
have been given. The people have asked 
us to make a decision tonight and there 
is no more input that can be made. 
There is nothing more that can be said.”

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe expressed a 
similar viewpoint, although he said 
he was “struggling” with the decision 
as he wanted staff  to come back with 
more answers to the questions put to 
Council by members of  the public that 
evening. 

“I don’t see anything changing 
between now and then,” he said. “I 
think we will get some detailed answers 
from staff  in terms of  these issues, 
but I don’t know what we can go to 
the public with on this. In my opinion, 
there is too much polarity on this item 
and I don’t see a positive result out of  

that polarity.”
Mayor Dawe and Councillor Buck 

were the only two voting against a 
motion to bring everything together at 
the General Committee meeting later 
this month. For those voting in favour 
of  the motion, pausing things last week 
would have been a “cop out” and would 
not have resolved any questions on 
whether the HCD was dead or could be 
revived in short order.

“We have a responsibility to deal 
with this and deal with it soon,” said 
Councillor Chris Ballard. “If  we stop 
this process now, let’s stop it. If  we’re 
going to continue, let’s continue. Let’s 
not just sweep it under the rug. Let’s 
make a decision. I would like to see 
a staff  report come back to General 
Committee as soon as possible so we, 
as Council, can continue to deal with 
this question and not sweep it under 
the rug. Some will hope we forget it and 
others will be frustrated we didn’t do 
anything.”

Others voted in favour of  giving 
a few weeks’ window to make a final 
decision following up from a suggestion 
made at the podium from former 
councillor Damir Vrancic that the best 
way forward is to look for “creative 
ways” to address everyone’s concerns, 
sidestepping all the thorny issues that 
can come up with a blanket designation 
on an entire community.

“A heritage district should be 
something that is a source of  pride for 
the neighbourhood and the community 
and so far people have indicated they 
support heritage designation to certain 
degrees, but moving forward might 
cause more bitterness and division than 
cohesion and pride,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson on looking for more 
creative solutions.”

Added Councillor Sandra Humfryes: 
“I think it is worth another viewpoint 
coming forward and voting on it at the 
next GC.”
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“My bathroom needs a 
revamp. What are some 
things to consider when I 
plan to renovate?”

Feel free to send me your 
comments or questions to 
askjean@nichedecor.ca

Many of  my clients come to 
me with the mindset that a renovation 
is strictly about adding value to their 
home, but I look at it as adding value to 
their lifestyle. 

The bathroom, especially an ensuite, 
is one of  the most important rooms in 
your home. 

It’s the first place you head to in the 
morning to get ready, and it’s the last 
room you’re in before bed. That being 
said, many people tend to ignore the 
bathroom, opting to renovate more 
communal spaces instead. Think of  
the joy of  waking up and walking into 
a beautifully decorated space that was 
designed to meet all of  your individual 
needs. 

The washroom is a small space so 
spending a little more on it can really 
transform it into a place of  luxury. 

Are you looking for a small change 
or are you going to completely re-do the 
space? If  all you need is a little change 
to liven up the room, you can simply 
update the bathroom with a new paint 
colour, lighting fixture, or by swapping 
out the vanity. 

But, if  you’re thinking about 
stripping it down to its bare bones, now 
is the time to create a solid plan. It’s 
important to really think about the flow 
of  the space. Ask yourself, does it make 
sense to leave the toilet where it is? Are 
you happy with the size of  the current 
shower? 

With so much to consider, bathroom 
renovation options can be endless, and 
the shower and tub are great places to 
start. 

It’s important to put a lot of  thought 
into these features. Do you want a bench 
seat? Multiple shower heads? Are you 
easily put off  by clutter? Will a niche for 
your shampoo bottles help keep things 
tidy? Do you need a mirror to shave? 
These are all things to consider when 
you’re designing the perfect shower for 
your needs. 

If  your floor permits, forgo the 

traditional shower 
threshold and create an 
elegant walk-in shower. Do 
you love the idea of  a steam 
room? Install a steamer 
in your bathroom! Don’t 

forget to think about heated 
floors as an option. There 
is nothing more luxurious 
than stepping out of  a 

beautiful spa-inspired shower onto a 
perfectly warmed floor. 

Do you really need a tub? Many 
people think they should keep a tub 
strictly for ‘resale’ value, but I urge my 
clients to think carefully about the best 
use of  their space. A tub can be nice, 
and if  you love baths then investing 
in a bathtub is a great idea, but if  you 
don’t take baths often why spend the 
money on a tub?  

I had one client who decided to have 
a luxurious velvet settee instead of  a 
tub - it changed the entire atmosphere 
of  the room. 

When you’re creating your plans, 
don’t forget to consider the details: plan 
out your controls such as light switches 
and outlets to make sure they are easily 
accessible.  Plan for your towel and 
toilet paper racks as your available wall 
space may change with the renovation. 

Once you have a design for your 
space that you love, you can move on to 
the decorating stage. There is no rule 
out there that all bathrooms need to 
have a sea shell theme! 

Be inspired by the luxury of  spas 
with chandeliers, artistic tiles, and 
serene colours. Is bling not you thing? 
Not all lighting has to have crystals - 
there are tons of  styles that will make a 
statement without looking over the top. 
When installing mirrors, remember 
that they don’t need to be the focal point. 
Plan to have them where you need them 
the most and then add texture to the 
space with art, plants and accessories. 
Do what works and appeals to you the 
most. 

Make it your own oasis!

ASK THE 
DESIGNER

JEAN BISNAIRE

nichedecor.ca

askjean@nichedecor.ca

Nichedecor

Nichedecor 

Niche_Decor

@nicheunionville
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Imagine thirty to forty 
years ago if  you were told 
that lasers would replace 
scalpels in surgery or 
that robotic instruments 
would build cars; you 
may not have believed 
it. By the same token, 
would you believe that 
chiropractic treatments 
could be performed 
using a special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
engineering technologies 
have been able to 
uniquely blend with 
chiropractic in order to 
both analyze and treat 
the human body in such 
a way that was never 
before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean Eastman, “This 
new form of  computerized treatment is so 
gentle and effective, that it amazes even 
the most skeptical patients. It’s called the 
ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-of-the-art 
technology in existence today, and the only 
one in the north Richmond Hill area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” 
He says that  “Even though traditional 
forms of  adjusting also work, people are 
drawn to this new technique because of  
how gentle it is and does not involve any 
twisting, especially in the neck. Many 
people love getting adjusted with traditional 

manual techniques, 
all of  which are safe 
and effective. But there 
are a large number of  
people who never get to 
experience the amazing 
benefits of  chiropractic 
because they are scared 
to have their spines 
adjusted in that way,” 
says Dr. Eastman. Now, 
there is no longer a 
reason to be leary. The 
ProAdjuster is perfect 
for anyone who has 
been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjuster to ana-
lyze a patient’s spine and pin-point areas 
of nerve impingement syndrome caus-
ing malfunction and pain. 

Advertorial

Heritage District would guide change not 
restrict it, say supporters

By Brock Weir

A Heritage Conservation District 
would protect the integrity of  a 
neighbourhood, while also giving its 
residents a chance to write the book 
on their shared values, according to 
proponents of  the plan. 

Although those opposing the 
proposed district (HDC) had the 
numbers, proponents of  the plan had 
an equal amount of  passion for the 
plan as they appealed to Council to take 
things to the next level.

Discussions in favour of  the plan 
were led at the start of  the meeting by 
Heritage Consultant Carl Bray, who has 
been working with several neighbours 
to advocate for the district. 

In his view, it goes a long way to 
ensure the values of  a neighbourhood 
beyond planning legislation already on 
the books.

“If  you truly want to retain and 
enhance the character of  the area, it 
is the Heritage Act that allows you to 
do that and the Heritage Conservation 
District is the vehicle for doing so,” he 
said. “It is change management. It is not 
an attempt to set something in stone. 

“In a way, it anticipates the types 
of  change that are likely to happen 
but it allows you to determine in what 
way that change happens. The level of  
regulation is about the same as you 
would have to do for a building permit 
or those types of  things.”

Listening to the opposition, some 
of  those in favour of  the plan were 
able to find some common ground but 
remained firm in their resolve that the 
HCD was the right way forward. 

“No one wants to be overregulated,” 
said realtor Linda Stephens. “No one 
wants to see further restrictions placed 
upon them. Some people jokingly say 
that we live in a free dictatorship with 
rules upon us, but on this issue I feel a 
little bit differently. We have a distinct, 
unique and historical neighbourhood. 
We want to maintain that character 
and the flavour of  that neighbourhood. 
I believe we have something valuable to 
offer.”

These were similar sentiments 
shared by residents such as Erina 
Kelly and Anna Kroeplin who have 
been working to get their neighbours 
on board with the plan. For Ms. Kelly, 
heritage homes are “a non-renewable 
resource” and once they are gone, they 
are gone. Some insurers take Heritage 
Homes into consideration while others 
back away, but residents should take it 
upon themselves to “shop around” for 
an “enlightened” broker. 

“Those brokers that will offer you 
guaranteed replacement insurance do 
that because they understand that under 
the Ontario Heritage Act, a designated 

building that is damaged accidentally is 
not required to be restored to its former 
style and fashion,” she said. “Heritage 
homes are a non-renewable resource 
and some insurance companies get 
that. 

“I am asking you to move us to 
phase two where our residents can 
work together to write our own 
guidelines to preserve what we have 
in our neighbourhood and focus on the 
opportunities that lie ahead.”

Responding to some of  the 
opposition’s concerns, Dave Pressley 
said he was “dismayed” when residents 
had their first chance to speak out 
about the HCD this winter armed with 
information he said he believes was 
untrue. He also added that as a member 
of  the Town Park Area Residents’ 
Association (formerly HEAT) they 
believe a Heritage Study poses no 
threats and going to the next phase is a 
positive step.

“We understand we are part of  a 
community and we hold our homes in 
trust for the next owner,” he said. “We 
will provide all of  our neighbours with 
facts, not rhetoric. We will petition our 
neighbours, not pressure them. Our 
neighbours have good heads on their 
shoulders and they can figure it out for 
themselves. We are motivated by our 
love of  the area and not the profit we 
can make from our homes.”

Others, including Lenore Pressley, 
said their concerns stemmed from 
this stewardship. While homes that 
have replaced older dwellings in the 
neighbourhood have, so far, been in 
keeping with the area, that might not 
always be the case. She said she becomes 
concerned when homes are turned into 
multiunit dwellings because demolition 
and redevelopment is often at the end 
of  that road.

“This seems to be an ongoing theme,” 
she said. 

Added Darryl Moore: “Yes, the 
regulations are a bit more, but I don’t 
think they are that onerous and I 
think it is important to show you 
are recognizing the value of  your 
own property and the value of  your 
neighbourhood.”

Speaking from his perspective on 
the opposite side of  Wellington Street, 
which has been a HCD for nearly 
a decade, former councillor Bob 
McRoberts questioned what all the fuss 
was about. 

“Over the last four years of  your 
term, how many complaints have each 
of  you received from residents in the 
northeast district due to the Heritage 
Conservation Guidelines?” he asked 
Councillors. “Whether you share the 
answer or not, I would ask Council to 
think of  that number in deliberations.”

The Value  
of Planning  

your  
Bathroom Reno

(L) Area resident Mary O’Reilly spoke out against the HCD on behalf of her 
neighbours last Wednesday. (R) Consultant Carl Bray, who has been steering the  
process so far, spoke about the positives of the HCD and addressed the concerns 
that had been expressed by neighbours until that point. 

Auroran photos by Brock Weir
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By Brock Weir

Clear garbage bags cleared another Council hurdle 
last week in coming to a curbside near you – but 
“when?” now remains the big question.

Last week, Councillors approved a recommendation 
from Aurora’s Environmental Advisory Committee 
on consent calling on Council to endorse the clear bag 
program.

Further consideration will be given to the program 
this month.

The clear bag program would be a two-step process 
that would eventually get all Aurora residents to 
abandon the traditional black or green garbage bags 
in favour of  clear plastic sacks. The objective of  
the program is to help waste collectors ensure that 
garbage, recyclables and compostables get into the 
right channels. 

Now, with Council approving the plan in principle 
following the Committee’s recommendation, it is 
time for municipal staff  to get down to business and 
develop an implementation strategy. That strategy 
is expected to come before Council for consideration 
later this month. 

When the clear bag program was first floated at 
the Council table, staff  originally envisioned a soft 
launch of  the program beginning July 1 allowing 
Aurora residents, and indeed retailers, to familiarize 
themselves with the initiative. After this soft launch 
phase, it was proposed to be fully implemented by 
January 1, 2015, requiring all homeowners to use the 
new clear bags. 

Delays at the Council table and further talks 
at the advisory committee level, however, now 
make those deadlines unlikely, according to Ilmar 
Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director of  Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services. 

“My proposal right now is looking at a January soft 
launch and bringing a report back later on,” says Mr. 
Simanovskis. “I needed approval back in February to 
get the vendors on board with the inventory and there 
needs to be three months to do the change out. Because 
of  the timing, my recommendation would be to defer 
implementing the program until 2015. We have just 
lost too much time to make it work this year.”

Although letters to the editor and polls have 
indicated a negative response to implementing 
the clear bag program, Mr. Simanovskis says 
questionnaires available at the Aurora Home Show 
last month to gauge response and interest in the 
program had minimal response. He also says they 
expect little push back from retailers in getting them 
on board with carrying an adequate supply of  the 
bags. 

“From our consultant that has done this in other 
municipalities, it doesn’t seem to matter [to retailers] 
one way or another,” says Mr. Simanovskis. “All they 
need is enough lead time to change out the inventory. 
What [the consultant] will actually do is once we have 
the green light, they will do a promotion to encourage 
people to not buy black bags. That is the lead time we 
are missing right now.

“With that lead time, we can get more engagement 
with the community.” 

In the months since the project was first floated 
to Council, a number of  questions had been raised 
around the table. The first, and foremost, was the 
privacy issue which would essentially give waste 
collectors a window into what you were throwing out. 

This question was addressed by allowing opaque 
bags like white “kitchen catchers” and grocery bags 
to be allowed for pickup if  they were contained within 
the clear bag. Questions were also raised on just who 
would do the “policing” on the streets once the clear 
bag program becomes mandatory. 

According to Mr. Simanovskis, when these 
questions were raised during the winter, policing 
would be done on an “as identified” basis by current 
collectors and not involve the bylaw department. 
Even then, that would only come into play when “non-
compliant” materials, such as paint cans, were found. 

Some Councillors remained unconvinced about the 
program’s practicality and benefit to the environment, 
and wanted more information on how communities 
like Markham, which implemented the program 
successfully, addressed all these concerns.

“If  we’re going to implement a project like this, we 
have to understand the rationale behind it and what 
the true benefit to the community is,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson at the time.

 It has been a whirlwind 
of  activity in our Town in 
the few weeks since my 
last In Good Company 
article, with news 
both saddening and 
encouraging.

I want to thank 
members of  our 
community once more 
for their many generous 
offers of  assistance to 
Aurora United Church 
after the devastating fire on April 
11. For those wishing to help with 
reconstruction, an account has been 
established at the BMO Bank branch 
at 15252 Yonge Street. The account is 
“Aurora United Church Rebuilding 
Fund,” number 0303-8976-766. 

Any and all support would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Thanks again to members of  Central 
York Fire Service, York Regional Police 
and York Region EMS for their swift 
response and professionalism during 
this tragedy. Containing this blaze took 
the efforts of  our entire fire service, and 
I greatly appreciate the support from our 
neighbours, whose fire services “had 
our back” while we were fully deployed.

I often note the need for infrastructure 
and emergency service investments and 
just highlighted our recently purchased 
new fire truck and 20-person crew in 
my March column. April 11 proved to 
be an instance where these investments 
were instrumental to the safety of  our 
residents.

On April 17, I had the tremendous 
opportunity to propose a joint Aurora-
Newmarket university campus to York 
University and Seneca College, with 
Newmarket Mayor Tony Van Bynen, 
Newmarket Regional Councillor John 
Taylor and Dr. Dave Williams, President 
and CEO of  Southlake Regional Health 
Centre.

With mere weeks to prepare, our two  
communities came together in the 
spirit of  partnership and co-operation, 
identified a strategic property and 
formulated a comprehensive 50-minute 
audio-video proposal for York University 
and Seneca College’s consideration.

It was an incredible undertaking and I 
am extremely proud of  the professional, 
creative and engaging submission we 
developed and delivered; a product of  

many hours of  dedicated 
and spirited work from 
our staff.

Despite a solid proposal 
that featured many unique 
advantages over other 
locales, and one that 
York University called 
“innovative,” we were 
unsuccessful in advancing 
to the second round of  the 
evaluation process. 

While much work went 
into this effort, I have absolutely no 
regrets pursuing a university campus 
in our community. Northern York 
Region needs access to post-secondary 
education and an Aurora-Newmarket 
university makes sense. We have 
the needed infrastructure, central 
location and advanced, gridlock-free 
transportation network to make this 
happen.

As we aptly demonstrated during this 
process, we also have the resolve of  two 
communities which are willing to put 
aside the differences that often occur 
between municipalities, work together 
as equal partners and make local 
options for post-secondary education a 
reality.

To Markham, Richmond Hill and 
Vaughan, who are still in the running 
for a York University campus, I offer 
best success for the next round of  
evaluations.

York Region needs a university! With 
a population of  1.2 million people, we are 
the largest municipality in Ontario not 
to have a university within its borders. 
Whichever site is ultimately selected 
by the Government of  Ontario, I hope 
it will provide the access students from 
northern York Region need and deserve.

On the lighter side of  things, I hope 
everyone has the opportunity to come 
to Town Hall on May 3 and 4 to see a 
wonderful assortment of  artwork from 
local artists at the 52nd annual Juried 
Art Show and Sale. This fantastic 
event, presented in association with the 
Society of  York Region Artists (SOYRA), 
features something for all tastes and 
offers many pieces for sale. Whether 
you are buying or simply browsing, 
it is a great place to see the talents of  
Aurora’s artisans.

I hope to see you there!

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

A time for thanks

650 Wellington Ave. E., Aurora
(in Longos Plaza)

...an eye for GREAT STYLE

Mon 9:30-6pm  Tue & Wed 9:30-7pm   Thur & Fri 9:30-8pm   Sat 9:30-5pm               905-713-3555

Salon: 905-713-0123
Store: 905-713-3555

Wellington St. E.

St. John’s Sdrd.
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Pamper Your Mother 
for Mother's Day 

and buy her a Gift Certificate to 
Beauty Supply Outlet in Aurora

1/2 Price 
Colour Services*

*Restrictions Apply 

Pamper Your Mother for 

Mother’s Day 
and buy her a Gift Certificate to Beauty Supply Outlet in Aurora. 

Gift Certificate can be used for any product in the store, 
as well as for Services from our Loreal Professional Stylists. 

Fully operated

Salon

1000’s of products  
available in store

PRODUCTS SERVICES

905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

Gino

"Looking for a great service
at a great price? 

Visit the talented staff at  

CQ Hair Studio!"
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com

Clear garbage bag program delayed, 
2015 now target launch date

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market opens for 

2014 this Saturday. 
For a sneak peek,  

see Page 17.
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The Pfaff Tune-up Your Dog Event.

Saturday, May 10th, 10am to 3pm.
Come. Sit. Stay.

Pfaff Volkswagen, 16885 Leslie Street, Newmarket
On Saturday, May 10th, bring your best friend into Pfaff and treat them to a Spring 
tune-up. That’s a face trim, comb and nail clip all for just $10, with all proceeds 
going to the OSPCA. Plus, if you test drive a new VW, we’ll donate an additional $10. 
And, if you purchase or lease a new VW within 30 days, we’ll make it $100. 
So fetch your dog, and come support a great cause.

www.pfaffvw.com
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Outgoing Regional Chair honoured by 
Community Living Newmarket-Aurora

By Jeff Doner

After more than 20 
years of  working in 
the public sector, York 
Region Chairman 
and CEO Bill Fisch 
was honoured by 
Community Living 
Newmarket-Aurora as 
the recipient of  the 2014 
Community Service 
Award.

With his 
recent retirement 
announcement, Fisch 
told a room full of  
friends, colleagues and 
community members 
gathered at Copper 
Creek Golf  Club that the 
award was the icing on the cake.

“It really is an honour for me to be here,” 
he said. “I have done as much as I possibly 
could over the last 25 years to improve 
the lives of  everyone, but truthfully, 
Community Living and the folks who are 
part of  that, and the folks who need our 
help, and the folks who would otherwise 
fall through the cracks,” he said. “They’re 
the ones that we on Council and you have 
helped and I can tell you that you all should 
feel very good about what we’ve done, not 
only tonight, but in many other times 
around this region to ensure that everyone, 
regardless of  their race, colour, their 
intellectual abilities, has an opportunity.

“That is what we’re here for and that is 
what I am here for and I want to thank all 
of  you.”

The Community Service Award has 
been presented annually to an individual 
who exemplifies excellence in community 
service.

Over the years, Fisch has taken an active 
role in supporting various community 
groups and charities and most recently was 
instrumental in bringing last summer’s 
Special Olympics to York Region as the 
event’s co-chair. 

He has worked with the United Way, the 
Children’s Safety Village of  York Region, 
and York Region Abuse Program. He was 
nominated for the award by York Regional 
Police Chief  Eric Jolliffe.

“I’m very proud of  what we’ve 
accomplished, I have some pride in what 
I’ve accomplished and let me tell you, I 
could not have done anything without 

people like yourselves to make it happen. 
I am very humbled and honoured to think 
that I have made a positive impact.”

The Tribute Dinner is the major annual 
fundraiser for Community Living, which 
is a non-profit charitable organization.

For over 60 years, Community Living 
has provided support for people and serves 
about 300 people each year in Newmarket 
and Aurora.

“What we do every year is all the funds 
that are raised here go directly to support 
people with intellectual disabilities,” said 
Community Living Newmarket – Aurora 
executive director, Colleen Zakoor. “Our 
mission is about inclusion, it’s about 
building a community where everybody 
belongs.”

Zakoor praised Fisch for his work in the 
community and said the event brings an 
important amount of  attention to the issue 
and the importance of  such services in the 
community.

“For 60 years this organization has 
worked in housing, providing support 
for people who want to get back into the 
workforce and get some training,” she 
said. “There’s a variety of  programs, but 
the biggest part is the dollars raised are 
directed to people.”

As for Fisch, he said the event marked 
the beginning of  somewhat of  a farewell 
tour before his retirement.

“It’s really an honour to be a recipient of  
the community service award and I have 
received a couple of  awards over the last 
number of  years, but I can tell you that this 
award does hold a real special place in my 
heart.”

Business Women’s Network launched in York Region
By Angela Gismondi

 
A group of  local business women 

came together to learn, share and 
collaborate as the Business Women’s 
Network of  York Region (BWNYR) 
held it’s official launch gala.

The networking event, which 
included guest speakers and hors 
d’oeuvres, was held last Wednesday at 
Oakview Terrace in Richmond Hill. 

Elizabeth Johnston, president and 
co-founder of  BWNYR, explained 
the group was created by a group 
of  entrepreneurs to support local 
business women. Johnston, along with 
co-founders Karin Theron and Candice 
Fletcher, created the organization to 
assist business women 
to connect through 
networking.

“I want to give women 
more opportunities to 
work together since we 
do not appear to hang out 
on the golf  courses as 
much,” said Johnston in 
her address at the launch. 
“I would like to promote 
the Business Women’s 
Network of  York Region 
as a collaborating effect 
– helping, not competing, 
idea exchanging, 
working together for 
mutual success and growing both 
professionally as well as personally. 
I have chosen the catchphrase ‘in 
cahoots’ to represent what I want to 
do.”

The BWNYR is targeting women 
who would like to meet like-minded 
business women, make new social 
and business contacts, learn business 
development tools and stay current 
on local issues. Johnston has spoken 
to many business women and 
understands that they want a women-
only meeting with flexible times, no 
strict start times and a ‘Coles notes’ 
version of  growth tools to fit their 
busy schedules.

“Sometimes women get pushed into 
business, it wasn’t the plan but because 
of  circumstances beyond your control, 
you need to rethink the nine to five job 
and working for someone else,” said 
Johnston. “Those whose path wasn’t 
set to do a business degree and then 
open a business need to be brought 
into the circle of  understanding the 
‘ins and outs’ of  running a business. 

We would like to create opportunity 
for the education of  young female 
entrepreneurs and assist them to 
grow professionally, create a program 
where current members sponsor new 
memberships for underprivileged 
business women with the plan to build 
up and help others.”

The market needs the services of  an 
organization that provides a system 
where people can utilize each other’s 
expertise and where they can turn for 
assistance, Johnston explained.

“By sharing experiences, 
information, ideas, challenges and 
most importantly successes, the 
BWNYR will address pressure points 
in business that women need help with 

and keep them informed 
of  activities that are 
pertinent to running 
and operating a small 
business,” said Johnston. 
“The market is for both 
successful and struggling 
business women, those 
who want to share their 
successes and those who 
would like to learn from 
others. We wanted to 
provide a system where 
people can utilize each 
other’s expertise and 
be in cahoots with each 
other.”

Johnston also said that helping 
others can have a huge impact on your 
own company.

 “The Business Women’s Network 
York Region would like to help take 
business women to the next level in 
business, whatever that means to each 
member as an individual,” Johnston 
stated. “Be in business for yourself, 
not by yourself. Set high standards 
for yourself  and inspire others to 
reach those standards, bring a friend 
or two on the journey to bridge the 
gap between home and work while 
developing business partnerships”

The BWNYR has three events 
coming up – lunch at Pheasant Run 
Golf  Club in East Gwillimbury on 
Tuesday, May 27 from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., 
breakfast at the Kingbridge Centre in 
King City on Tuesday, June 24 from 
8 to 9:30 a.m. and a cocktail party at 
the Treefrog Offices in Newmarket on 
Thursday, July 24 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

For more information, or to sign up 
for a membership visit info@bwnyr.
com.

York Regional Chair Bill Fisch addresses crowds at  
Copper Creek Golf Club last week at Community Living 
Newmarket-Aurora’s annual tribute dinner. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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By Brock Weir

Plans for a reinstated Aurora 
Museum are set to take a significant 
step ahead this week.

These plans, however, have left 
the Aurora Historical Society 
“disappointed” in the way forward.

Councillors this week are due 
to consider a recommendation 
awarding museum services, and the 
stewardship of  the Aurora Collection 
to the Markham-based Cultural Asset 
Management Group (CAM). 

According to a report before 
Councillors at the Committee level 
this week from Al Downey, Director of  
Parks and Recreation, three bids were 
received to carry the Aurora Museum 
into the future, including CAM’s 
winning bid, as well as proposals from 
the Aurora Historical Society (AHS) 
and Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Working with $100,000 earmarked 
by Council, potential bidders were 
required to submit proposals for 
“museum management, exhibition 
development, collections management 
and a conservation program.” 
Requirements also include assisting 
in research requests, the continual 
building of  archives, working for 
grants, and working alongside the 
Aurora Cultural Centre in which the 
museum space would be housed.

Bids were evaluated under four key 
criteria with 35 per cent weight each 
given to exhibition of  artefacts and 
care of  the collection, 25 per cent for 
fees, and 5 per cent for “value added” 
incentives. CAM scored an 82.7, the 
AHS a 51.25, and the Aurora Cultural 
Centre a 47.

“The submission from Cultural 
Asset Management Group identifies a 
five-year commitment focusing on two 
components to operating a museum: 
(1) the exhibition of  artefacts and 
(2) the care of  the collection,” said 
Mr. Downey in his report. “Their 
submission contains a number of  
unique opportunities to maximize 
access to the collection with an online 
presence and a ‘beyond our walls’ 
approach.

“CAM has identified a five-year 
financial commitment of  $556,200. 
Funding in the amount of  $100,000 
is available. Additional funding 
will be required for future years 
to be allocated from the Council 
Discretionary Reserve Fund and 

placed in the Base Operating Budget.”
CAM is no stranger to the Aurora 

Collection, having been commissioned 
by the Town two years ago to work with 
the AHS on a complete inventory and 
appraisal of  the thousands of  items 
falling under that umbrella. They 
were also tasked with creating an 
exhibition last year to commemorate 
Aurora’s Sesquicentennial. 

Nevertheless, the recommendation 
has baffled AHS president John 
McIntyre who says he has been less 
than impressed with how CAM has 
handled the artefacts. 

In recent weeks, Mr. McIntyre says 
he and Jacqueline Stuart have been 
going into the archives to help locate 
900 objects within the collection which 
CAM was unable to find and put in the 
inventory. 

“Over the last few weeks, that has 
been bothering us and they are right 
there,” says Mr. McIntyre. “I guess 
that sums up my feelings about the 
competence with the collection. 
When they did the inventory there 
were about 900 objects they said they 
couldn’t find and they are right there 
under their nose. I don’t think that 
really bodes well.”

The Aurora Collection was 
established by the AHS to curate and 
accept artefacts nearly 51 years ago. 
The ownership of  the collection was 
transferred to the Town of  Aurora 
last summer. The AHS recently 
came under controversy, however, 
asking for a $20,000 increase in their 
municipal funding for 2014, and 
$10,000 more than they received last 
year for Sesquicentennial activities. 

Had the AHS been chosen to steer 
the museum forward, Mr. McIntyre 
says it would have brought Aurora’s 
two museums “together again.” If  the 
CAM recommendation goes through, 
Hillary House would be more 
isolated and it is the “largest and 
most complex” piece in the Aurora 
Collection. 

“We put forward our best 
argument,” he said. “If  the AHS 
had been granted the contract, we 
said to Town Staff  it would probably 
mean we would not be coming back 
to the Town for as much support for 
Hillary House per se, but it leaves us 
in kind of  a quandary there because 
I don’t know that the Town will want 
to continue supporting both the 
museum at Hillary House and the 

Aurora Museum.”
CAM, on the other hand, brushes 

off  any concerns that they might not 
be local or familiar with the collection 
and stress their deep roots within the 
community of  one of  the two partners, 
and their “intimacy” with the items 
in the collection.

“We did a 
review of  every 
single thing in 
the collection 
and I was there 
intimately looking 
at everything, 
d o c u m e n t i n g 
everything, as 
well as putting a 
value on it and 
making a report 
which went to 
Council on our 
recommendations 
for conservation, 
exhibition and 
what needs to 
be done with the 
collection. 

“We are 
i n t i m a t e l y 
familiar with the 
collection. We do 
not have the 50 
year history with 
the collection, but 
we can argue the 

AHS’ membership has changed over 
those last 40 years as well. We’re very 
excited to have this opportunity to 
work with the collection. We’re very 
excited about the news and we have 
got plans for the community to be 
actively involved.”

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Lenses and much more!

*

CLEANING UP AURORA!
Volunteers, including entire families, put on their warm clothes, boots, and rain 
coats on Saturday, fanning out around Aurora to pick up trash and other items 
that have accumulated over the course of the year. Clockwise from bottom left, 
Ada Johnson Park and the area surrounding Rick Hansen Public School was the 
target of a few volunteers who left their collection prepared and ready for pick-
up. Charles and Sue tackled the area around the Aurora Seniors’ Centre on John 
West Way. Heidi stopped by Town Park, base camp for the Annual Clean Up Day, 
to pick up her gloves and bags before heading out on her mission. Matthew and 
his kids Cole, Dylan and Wes had no problems filling up big bags of trash. Mayor 
Dawe and Amanda prepared a game plan. After a hard day’s work, volunteers 
such as Lauren and Rebecca, came back to Town Park for a barbeque prepared by 
M&M Meat Shops. Live music was provided by members of the Aurora Commu-
nity Band. Their job done, Madelaine and Gabriel were at a loss for words as they 
enjoyed well-earned hot dogs. Auroran photos by David Falconer.

Museum recommendations leave Historical Society “disappointed”

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

$99 course discount with this ad only
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COMING SOON TO 
TWO GREAT LOCATIONS

FULLY-BUILT CONDOMINIUM TOWNHOMES
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AT JOHN WEST WAY

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS

905-821-0822
danielsfirsthome.ca

Illustrations are artists concept. Exterior finishes and brick colours may vary from colours shown. Prices, programs and specifications 
are subject to change without notice. Brokers Protected. E.&O.E. All brand names, logos, images, text and graphics are copyright of the 

owners, The Daniels Corporation, and reproduction in any form, without prior written permission, is strictly prohibited.

REGISTER TODAY
FOR MORE INFORMATION

FirstHomeTM Aurora  
at John West Way is located 
on John West Way, south of 

Hollidge Boulevard.

FirstHomeTM Aurora  
at Lewis Honey is located  

at Bayview Avenue and  
St. John’s Sideroad.

$249,900FROM
ONLY

30, 60

MOVE-INS!& 90 DAY
TOUR 

A MODEL OF EVERY HOME DESIGN BEFORE YOU BUY!

ALREADY
CONSTRUCTION!
UNDER

DOWN!

BUY WITH

5 ONE, TWO

BEDROOM
TOWNHOMES

& THREE

Daniels FirstHome @Daniels1stHome
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Arts & Culture

Watch for the final concert in the Great Artist Piano Series!
May 30   Jane Coop  piano

Tickets
$30 Adult | $25 Senior (60+) / Student (18 and under)

Doors open at 7 pm | Concert at 8 pm 
Series generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert kraft 
Building fully accessible – enter by north doors

2014

May 2   8 pm

FUNG-CHIU   piano duo

Schubert, Stravinsky, Bernstein

For tickets, call 905 713-1818, or drop by the Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora, Ontario L4G 1G4 

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca   info@auroraculturalcentre.ca   905 713-1818

Enjoying a dazzling concert series featuring internationally acclaimed 
performers in the intimate salon setting of Brevik Hall.

NEW DATE

18A Wellington St. E. Aurora • Email: jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc. 
Direct Line # 905-727-9900

www.jennynailsspa.ca

(On-Line & Text Booking now Available)
Nails & Waxing Service

Texting Only # 647-296-2130

July 6-11, 2014

(519)941-5683
www.fiddle.on.ca

Great accommodation, great food, and great instructors- Cindy 
Thompson, Karen Reed, Kyle Charron, Alanna Jenish, Jake 

Butineau, Chanda Leahy &  Sarah Robinson

Spend a week with the champs

Age 8-88
any experience level
For info and
registration forms call..

Instruction in Canadian Old Time Fiddling &
“Ottawa Valley” &  Traditional Step Dance

leevil Fg idn da ler &     
O

Step pDa amnce C

Mother-daughter duo tackle “A Little Princess” in time for Mother’s Day
By Brock Weir

The story of  Sara Crewe being separated 
from and searching for her father, has 
enthralled generations of  readers since it 
was first published in 1905.

Movies have been made, plays have been 
written, but next week Aurora’s Wavestage 
Theatrical Productions is putting a fresh 
spin on the musical it inspired.

And, working behind the scenes helping 
to make this father-daughter story a reality 
is the mother-daughter team of  Pam Watson 
and Sam Cunningham. 

“It’s a lovely story,” says Pam. “The music 
is fantastic and very different.”

Adds Sam: “It wasn’t what I had expected. 
I hadn’t heard of  the movie and thought it 
was just another ‘princess’ show, which is 
cool, but I was listening to the music and 
it was not like any other musical theatre 
experience. There are African drumbeats, 
the coming together of  two cultures of  
musical theatre, and it is not like what you 
would expect.”

Wavestage’s production of  “A Little 
Princess” runs from May 8 – 11 at Newmarket 
Theatre. Coinciding with Mother’s Day 
Weekend, director and producer Sarah 
Langford, has made it a veritable Mother’s 
Day event. For ticket holders, tea will be 
served by the cast – in Victorian costume 
– during the intermission for weekend 
matinees on May 10 and May 11. 

“It is a fantastic family show,” says Pam. 
“The whole story is about family and the 
surrounding community, and all the people 
who love this little girl. It is not just her 
father, it is her village, her group, and the 
girls at her boarding school. It is a fantastic 
way to spend Mother’s Day to be together 
and see something that is family-rated, 
family-oriented, and a feel-good story.”

Over the course of  their nearly 10-years 
with Wavestage, the opportunities provided 
through the program have provided plenty 
of  chances for Pam and her two children 
to be together not just as a family, but also 
within the tight-knit family that comes with 
the theatrical company.

Sam was in Grade 4 and her brother in 

Grade 6 when they first became involved 
after meeting Sarah through their 
school. They loved it and learned a lot, 
and eventually Pam was drawn into the 
theatrical world as well. Well, “coerced”, is 
the word she used. 

Pam hitting the boards was a move which 
“shocked” those close to her as although she 
had been involved in church choirs, she was 
always more comfortable in the back row, 
reluctant to do anything close to becoming 
the centre of  attention. 

Taking to the stage also helped Sam, now 
a Grade 12 student at Aurora High School, 
overcome some shyness as well.

“It gives you a whole new perspective in 
meeting new people,” says Sam. “I used to 
be very shy when I was a lot younger and 
it helps in overcoming that being on stage. 
You can really do anything. It is such a life 
lesson. Oral presentations in school? I’ve got 
this! 

“Growing up, it gave me a really good 

foundation to build 
yourself  off  of  
because everyone 
is so supportive, 
they are very, very 
caring and they 
are just such nice 
people all the time. 
There are always 
new people coming, 
people going, and 
you can always get 
new perspective 
on things. It builds 
your people skills 
and I couldn’t think 
of  a better way to 
grow as a person 
than growing 
up in the theatre 
company.”

It is a growth 
which Pam watched 

with interest as her children developed, 
found their feet and their passion in life. 
This year, however, as exams approach and 
she turns her sights on St. Mary’s University 
in Halifax to study environmental sciences, 
she planned to sit the season out. But, she 
couldn’t stay away for long, eventually 
begging for opportunities to help be a part 
of  the crew for their last production, Fiddler 
on the Roof. 

Her decision to get back into the thick of  
it was a welcome one for Pam.

“I am thrilled and honoured to be able 
to work with my daughter,” she says. “She 
has got a heck of  a voice and a great sense 
of  artistry. [When we started] she’d be at 
one end of  the room doing her thing and I 
would be at the other end of  the room doing 
mine, but we were still in the same place 
together with a common goal and it was just 
wonderful to be able to do that. I don’t know 
if  I would have lasted this long if  we weren’t 
able to do it together, but I want to continue 
after she goes to University.”

For more on next week’s production, 
including tickets, visit wavestagetheatre.
com/a-little-princess.

Pam Watson and daughter Sam Cunningham will be in the chorus for next week-
end’s production of A Little Princess, presented by Aurora’s Wavestage Theatre 
Company. The duo have been members of the company for nearly a decade.
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Iron Chef Aurora Gala
The Iron Chef Aurora Gala is on again this year!
Thursday, May 29th from 7:00pm to Midnight
Aurora Community Centre- 2

•	 Decadent	10 course meal	and	wine pairings 
	 provided	by	5 local restaurants
•	 Dancing & Martini Bar 
•	 Live musical Entertainment
•	 Scrumptious desserts	provided	by	Sobeys
•	 Open Bar

This	year’s	event	is	even	bigger,	but	last	year	it	
sold	out-	so	buy	your	tickets	early!

presented by
Tickets are $200 each and	available	at
www.habachat.com/ironchef

Folk roots go deep for Quebec’s Le Vent du Nord
By Brock Weir

Nicolas Boulerice considers himself  
part of  a new wave. 

“We’re not young anymore, but we’re 
still a little bit young,” says the Quebec 
singer, but nevertheless they are part of  a 
new wave of  younger generations picking 
up the ancient musical traditions of  the 
various cultures converging on La Belle 
Provence.

As a founding member of  Le Vent Du 
Nord, which combines the distinctive 
sounds and flavours of  Quebec culture, and 
instruments as commonplace as the fiddle 
to the more distinctive hurdy-gurdy, they 
aim to not only share the music of  Quebec 
with others, but also the Joie de Vivre that is 
part of  their tradition.

“My mother was a singer and she always 
sang traditional songs,” says Mr. Boulerice. 
“My father decided to analyse those old 
songs and record singers in my area. I fell 
in love with the music for many reasons 
and when I was in college studying jazz, I 
realised I was trying to be a good musician 
with traditional music from the U.S. It is 
beautiful music, and I still love jazz, but it 
was weird because I didn’t know the music 
from my own country. I knew it, but not well 
enough.

“It was really a shock to me to dig a little 
bit more into what Quebec music is and 
the music of  my grandmother. I started 
to mix the traditional stuff  with the jazz, 

the pop, and rock. It is the same for all 
the guys in our band. They are born into 
really musical families, playing music, 
making violins, who all had the traditional 
music inside them but didn’t know.” 
For them, the music was not necessarily 
second nature, but they aimed to reverse 
that. They found local folk music was not 
dead, it was actually quite healthy in folk 
markets, but they wanted to bring the 
sounds to a wider audience. 

They will do just that this Thursday 
night at the Aurora Cultural Centre. 

Five albums later, including their latest, 
Fooling Time, Mr. Boulerice says traditional 
Quebec folk music is now experiencing 
“quite a moment.”

“People are just amazed that music 
can still be alive and we have something 
different from pop music,” he says. “What 
is amazing with folk music is the world is 
the garden. We can go all over the world and 
there is no frontier. What people like with 
folk is the differences. They don’t want to 
have the same kind of  cording, approach 
and energy. Pop can be very interesting, 
of  course, but the folk music and world 
beat music is something very deep. People 
talk about all the roots, and go across the 
generations, it is something very deep and 
strong.”

Le Vent Du Nord hits the Aurora Cultural 
Centre this Thursday, May 1, at 8 p.m. For 
more information, including tickets, visit 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 
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Sign up for peaksaver PLUS® and you could win 
up to in energy effi  cient appliances 

and other great prizes.$15,000

Home Comfort PackageNottawasaga Inn Resort Getaway Weekend

Early Bird Package #1

Prize PackagePrize PackagePrize Package Home Comfort Package

No Purchase Necessary. For full rules, how to enter and prize descriptions, visit PowerStream.ca/peaksaverPLUS. Closes December 31, 2014. There will be one (1) grand prize available to be won, consisting of a GE ENERGY STAR® or High Ef� ciency Home Appliance Makeover 
Package including up to six (6) appliances consisting of the following: one (1) Refrigerator, one (1) Range, one (1) Dishwasher, one (1) Microwave, one (1) Clothes Washer and one (1) Clothes Dryer up to a maximum value of $15,000.00 (CDN) including taxes and delivery. 9 Early 
Bird Prizes available to be won (3 for Early Bird Prize Period #1, 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #2 and 3 for Early Bird Prize Period #3) consisting of the following: 1 Black & Decker Outdoor & Power Tool Package, 1 Nottawasaga Inn Getaway Package, 1 Panasonic Digital Camera, 
1 Stanley Hand Tools Package, 1 Honeywell Utility Solutions Package,1 Sharp 70" LED TV, 1 Napoleon HE Furnace & Installation, 1 $1,000 (CDN) Vaughan Mills Shopping Mall gift card and 1 DeWalt Tool Package. Early Bird Prizes range in value from $907.00 (CDN) to 
$4,416.00 (CDN). Odds of being selected depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Must be a legal resident of Ontario, have an active residential PowerStream account, be enrolled in the peaksaver PLUS® program and be 18 years of age or older. Correct 
answer to mathematical skill testing question required. peaksaver PLUS® enrollment is subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by PowerStream Inc. OMOf� cial Mark of the Ontario Power 
Authority. Used under licence. peaksaver PLUS® is a registered trade-mark of the Toronto Hydro Corporation. Used under sublicence. Must have central air conditioning in good working order to participate. Limited time offer. 

Hey Aurora!
Join peaksaver PLUS®

  to WIN 
some really amazing prizes!

©2014 McDonald’s. Printed in Canada.

Take some time for

from every Big Mac®, Happy Meal® and any hot McCafé® 

beverage sold will go to Ronald McDonald Houses and 
other neighborhood children’s charities.$1 

Hard work and determination 
pay off for SAC’s Foegele

By Jeff Doner

Over the past year, St. Andrews 
College student and hockey player, 
Warren Foegele, has created some buzz 
with his play on the ice.

Last week, his hard work and 
determination paid off  when he signed 
a National Letter of  intent to join the 
University of  New Hampshire Wildcats 
to play NCAA Division 1 hockey.

“I’m really excited for my future 
and going to the University of  New 
Hampshire (UNH),” Foegele said at 
the signing last week. “It’s been a long 
career and a good journey, that’s for 
sure. I have no regrets. I’m really happy 
about how things have panned out for 
myself.”

Hailing from Markham, Foegele 
has attended SAC since grade six. 
Throughout his hockey career and 
up until the end of  the 2013-14 season, 
Foegele continued to improve his 
skills and gain attention from those in 
hockey circles.

For his success over the past couple 
of  years, Foegele gave praise to the 
SAC program and his coach David 
Manning.

“It has helped me huge. These last 
two years have been very big on my 
play and as a person,” he said. “Coach 
Manning has done a lot for the team 
and for me personally, giving me lots 
of  confidence, pulling me aside and 

telling me what I need to work on and 
always letting us do extra stuff  during 
practice to help us get to the next level 
and work on our skills.”

The 18-year-old finished the season 
with 17 goals and 23 points in 14 games. 
He went undrafted in his OHL draft 
year, but fought his way back into the 
mix to find his name on this year’s NHL 
Draft List, which was news he said he 
will just take in stride.

“I have the NHL combine that’s a 
month away. I think when I go there 
I’ll have a better idea of  how things 
will pan out, but as for now I’m just 
training for it and looking forward to 
it. It’s a once in a lifetime experience, 
so I’ll just try to take it in and enjoy it.”

His hockey coach at SAC, David 
Manning, isn’t surprised of  Foegele’s 
career trajectory, referring to the big 
forward as an amazing player.

“He’s always been a talented player 
and I think that a couple of  the 
attributes that come naturally to him, 
in terms of  being really coachable and 
working hard, have served him well 
and he has improved a ton over the last 
couple of  years,” Manning said.

“All of  this is a credit to his 
determination and hard work and his 
coachability to continue to grow and 
learn to continue to be the best player 
he can be. He has been great to have as 
part of  our program.”

Manning likened Foegele’s career 
path to that of  current NHL prospect, 
Mark Jankowski, who went undrafted 
in the OHL, but was taken in the first 
round of  the NHL draft by the Calgary 
Flames.

“There is not a ton of  people that 
this has happened to, but you’re right, 
I think it definitely could show kids 
there are multiple ways and there is no 
cookie-cutter way to achieve success,” 
Manning said. “If  you continue to 
work hard and put yourself  in an 
environment where you’re going to be 
supported and pushed, I think anything 
can happen.”

However, Foegele said he wouldn’t 
change a thing about the way things 
have gone, and couldn’t be happier to 
head to UNH.

“It’s got a great business program, 
which is something I want to do, it’s 
got a great hockey program and it’s 
not too far away from my home. But at 
the end of  it, I just fell in love with the 
coaches and the facilities. They really 
made me feel comfortable coming to 
the University of  New Hampshire and 
that was the final part of  my decision.

“As a freshman, I’m expecting it to 
be tough, but I’m up to the challenge. 
I’ve just got to continue to focus on my 
game, work hard and go from there.”

AYSC calendar gives 
Canadian Tire 1,000 
reasons to help 
Jumpstart sport in Aurora

By Jeff Doner

In a bid to enable more kids to participate 
in community sports, the Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club (AYSC) has presented 
representatives from the Canadian Tire 
Jumpstart program with a $1,000 cheque.

“What I’m starting to learn is that 
it’s the incredible organizations like the 
AYSC that are dedicated to making this 
happen for every child and then there is 
no question we can’t do it without all these 
people,” said Jumpstart regional manager, 
Freida Rubletz. “From the bottom of  my 
heart, thank you. It’s a comfort for me that 
if  somebody said to me, ‘where do I find 
soccer in Aurora?’ I would know where to 
find soccer in Aurora. You guys have done 
an amazing job.”

Jumpstart is a national charitable 
program that helps financially 
disadvantaged kids participate in local 
organized sport and recreation. Overall, 
the program has been known to help 
with registration costs, equipment and 
transportation costs for those who qualify.

According to the Jumpstart website, 
their program has assisted more than 
540,000 children across Canada since its 
inception in 2005.

“We’re just focused on the good of  sports 
in the community and making sure every 
child can be a part of  it. That’s what it’s all 
about,” Rubletz said.

The program has a national network of  
332 chapters including Aurora and area.

The AYSC raised the $1,000 from sales 
of  their 2014 50th anniversary calendar. 
The calendar is actually free, but with a 
donation to the Jumpstart program.

“The AYSC is very proud of  the calendar 
initiative started in 2013, in that it not only 
celebrates its players and programs but 
also provides a fundraising opportunity 
for Jumpstart,” said AYSC promotions 
and sponsorship coordinator, Louise Dyer. 
“As a result of  this calendar, the AYSC 
was able to give Jumpstart a cheque for 
$1,000 with the hope that we can continue 
to support Jumpstart with many more 
years of  making calendars and other great 
fundraising opportunities.”

50 HOURS FOR 50 YEARS
This spring, the Aurora Youth Soccer 

Club plans to hold a soccer marathon 
to mark their Golden Anniversary. 
Tentatively slated for the weekend of  
June 6, the group hopes to have games 
going on at Sheppard’s Bush for 50 
continuous hours. From 5 p.m. on June 
6, ending at 7 p.m. on June 8.

Council is due to approve their 
special permit application to hold 
the event at next week’s meeing after 
giving the green light Tuesday. 

St. Andrew’s College student Warren Foegele signed his letter of intent to join the 
University of New Hampshire Wildcats last week at the school. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner



THE AURORAN, Thursday, May 1, 2014              Page 15

REGISTRATION

The congregation of Aurora United Church wishes to thank the people of Aurora;

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, all Fire Departments in York Region and the

Ministers, Wardens and people of Trinity Anglican Church for coming to our aid,

offering love, support and care in our time of great need

following the devastating fire that destroyed our beloved

Aurora United Church.

Aurora Minor
Hockey Association

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING
2014/2015 REGISTRATION 

On-Line Registration begins: April 1, 2014

In office registration:  April 23, 24, 2014, May 7, 14, 28  (6 pm – 9 pm)
    May 3, 10, 24, 31 (10 am – 1 pm)
   
REGISTRATION fees for the 2014/2015 season are: 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY!

Guaranteed spots are available ONLY to players
registered on or before June 30, 2014.

We will not add teams in September to accommodate late registrants.

$555.00  Players born 1994 through 2008*

$  50.00 Late fee effective June 1 – 30, 2014*

$100.00 Late fee effective July 1, 2014*

$  50.00 Non-Resident Fee (if  applicable)

*First time registrants in Tyke born in 2007 and 2008 must register in 
person and submit a copy of  a birth certificate and proof  of  residency. 
It is recommended that 2008 players have either taken skating lessons or 
completed one year of  Opti Hockey.
 
PLAYERS MUST BE REGISTERED PRIOR TO ANY TRYOUTS FOR AAA 
OR ANY AMHA REP/SELECT TEAM. AMHA REP TRYOUTS WILL 
COMMENCE APRIL 27, 2014.

A 10% discount applies to families with 3 or more players.
*Late fees do not apply to new registrants.

Refunds (less $25 administration fee) will be issued to anyone withdraw-
ing prior to September 1, 2014.

NEW REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
https://omhahockeyparent.respectgroupinc.com/secure/

The Ontario Minor Hockey Association has mandated that one par-
ent per family must complete the online “Respect In Sport” – Parent 
Program in order for their child to be rostered to an AMHA team 
this season.

The Aurora Panthers Midget BB team celebrated their gold medal win at the Brampton 
Canadettes over the Easter Weekend. Dubbed the “world’s largest ladies hockey tourna-
ment”, the team faced off against 12 Midget BB tams, and emerged from all six of their 
games undefeated. In total, they scored a total of 15 goals, allowing only two. It was the 
final game for coach Dan Donovan and a “very fitting end to his coaching career,” says the 
team.                      Photo submitted by Gayle Palmer

Aurora athlete Rio Speller-Drews signs to US college

By Jeff Doner

Another one of  Aurora’s young 
athletes if  off  to play sports and study in 
the US.

Rio Speller-Drews, an 18-year-old 
soccer star, recently committed to 
the College of  Charleston on a soccer 
scholarship just in time for the upcoming 
season.

Originally, the soon-to-be-graduated 
Aurora High student was committed to 
a soccer scholarship with Old Dominion 
College, but a coaching change at the 
school left her looking for a Plan B.

“I started to look around at other 
schools and Charleston was just a really 
great fit for me, so I signed my letter 
of  intent and now I’m attending that 
school,” she said.

“It was great the first time when I 
signed with Old Dominion and then I 
think even better the second time when 
I knew everything was finalized and I 
actually signed my letter of  intent.”

Now that things are ready to go for the 
upcoming season, Speller-Drews said she 
is excited to get things going with her 
new school and team.

“They’re in the process of  rebuilding 
their team, so I’ll be in the third recruiting 
class for this coach and it’s a really great 
recruiting class coming in, so the soccer 
program is definitely going to be going 
in an upward direction,” she said. “The 
school itself  is really well known and is 
quite good academically and they offer 
some great programs and give me a great 
education.”

She will be leaving for South Carolina 
at the beginning of  July to take some 
summer courses to lighten the load for 
when the season starts in the fall and 
will be studying for a degree in exercise 
science.

Throughout much of  her life, Speller-
Drews developed her soccer skills at the 

local level with the Aurora Youth Soccer 
Club, participating in just about every 
program and playing each year except 
for her last.

“I think I’m naturally a pretty dedicated 
person, but I have to say, at the time I 
think I was playing for Aurora (AYSC) 
and a few of  the coaches really pushed 
me to keep going,” she said. “They just 
kept saying, ‘things are coming your way 
and it will all fall into place’. They kept 
me motivated and offered me extra help.”

Last season she played with the 
Burlington Youth Soccer Club, where 
she won the Ontario Cup with her team 
and also excelled at a few American 
showcases along the way. She has been 
keeping a keen eye on some of  the soccer 
being played south of  the border to get a 
feel for what she’ll be walking into.

“It’s pretty physical. I think that will 
be my biggest challenge. The girls are just 
really strong down there. I need to start 
lifting the weights, I guess,” she laughed.

But it hasn’t all been easy for Speller-
Drews, which she said makes it all worth 
the while.

“I’ve had a lot of  disappointment along 
the way,” she said. “I was released from 
the provincial program a few times and 
we were talking about it the other day, if  I 
hadn’t gone back after being released for 
the third time, none of  this would have 
happened. It was a lot of  dedication and 
taking the disappointments and working 
from them and making myself  better…I 
kept putting in a lot of  hard work and it 
eventually paid off.”

Growing up in a soccer household, 
Speller-Drews said she would like to 
develop a career within soccer or sport 
in general. A goal after university is to 
try and find some playing opportunities 
overseas.

“My whole family is pretty into soccer 
and I guess they saw I had the potential,” 
she said. 

18-year-old Rio Speller Drews, a long-time mainstay on the Aurora soccer scene 
and Aurora High School student, recently signed for a full scholarship at South 
Carolina’s College of Charleston.             Submitted photo
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Aurora United’s landmark towers, 
narthex reduced to rubble following fire

By Brock Weir

They have been a landmark in Aurora 
for nearly 140 years but, on Tuesday, 
demolition crews began the painstaking 
task of  reducing the two towers of  the 
Aurora United Church (AUC) to rubble. 

Last week, two independent structural 
engineers gave the church, still reeling 
from the April 11 fire, the “devastating” 
news that the two towers and the 
narthex, the iconic façade facing Yonge 
Street, were structurally unsound and 
had to be taken down.

Fire crews with the Central York 
Fire Services (CYFS), as well as all York 
Region fire departments on hand battling 
the blaze, worked hard to keep the façade 
intact as they fought the blaze and then 
worked with demolition crews to get at 
some of  the deep rubble which was then 
still smoldering.

Parishioners at AUC also maintained 
hope they would be able to retain the 
façade and rebuild behind it, in whatever 
form the new AUC would take.

“The news was greeted by the church 
council with “heavy hearts.”

From Council’s perspective, it is 
devastating, said Rod Johnson, Head of  
the AUC Church Council. “It is more 
devastating news because we hoped we 
would be able to save the church facing 
Yonge Street. It is just one of  those 
things that when engineers tell us it 
is not structurally sound, it just has to 
come down. We just have to accept the 
recommendation with heavy hearts.”

A decision, he added, has yet to 
be made on the future of  the newer 
structures added to the original church 
buildings.

Stained glass windows in the narthex, 
which survived the April fire, were 
painstakingly salvaged and removed 
from the building 
on Thursday 
ahead of  this 
week’s demolition. 

In the 
meantime, church 
o p e r a t i o n s 
continue as 
normal. 

Sunday marked 
the first regular 
service for 
AUC at Trinity 
Anglican Church 
on Victoria Street, 

which will be their home throughout the 
summer. Organization also continues at 
12 Tyler Street, a home already owned by 
the church nestled in behind the ruins of  
the church, which has been overhauled 
into the nerve centre of  the new church 
community. Recently vacated by a 
family, they expected it would take about 
five weeks in order to restore it to its 
former glory but in the aftermath of  the 
fire everyone pitched in and turned it 
around in just five days. 

As the AUC gets back on their feet in 
their new spiritual home, and in their 
temporary community space on Tyler 
Street, members are also stressing 
their gratitude to the CYFS and all first 
responders who came to the scene. 

“Everyone has their own story 
or their own angle of  how they are 
watching the fire and it was very painful, 
particularly for those who have invested 
a lifetime of  emotion and activity within 
that building to watch it burn,” says 
Mr. Johnson. “When you see fire trucks 
that have their reels up and no water 
being sprayed, for a long period of  time 
people are going to jump to conclusions. 
I relate it to sitting in a chair behind a 
surgeon watching someone die and not 
understanding why they are not saving 
the person. They have no idea of  the 
bigger picture.

“If  you are standing on the north 
parking lot watching, you are not aware 
on the south side there are firemen who 
are in the church and up in the attic 
trying to put out the fire. The fire spread 
through the cedar shakes underneath 
the metal roof  and that was what they 
were attempting to deal with. The Fire 
Chief  said the fire was so hot the hats on 
the firefighters were melting and, with 
the sea of  water, they had to exit the attic 
on their bellies down the stairs.”

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

Crews began the demolition of the remaining ruins of Aurora United Church on 
Tuesday after opinions from two structural engineers deemed the landmark 
towers and narthex structurally unsound. Through rain and heavy wins, workers  
reduced the north tower to rubble on Tuesday. Work is expected to carry on 
Wednesday and last through the week.       

Auroran photos by Brock Weir and Diane Buchanan
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EFFICIENCY

DI CECCO LAW 
Alessandro Di Cecco

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Corporate and 
Business law 
Real Estate 

Mortgages and Leases 
Wills and Estates 

Criminal 

Aurora 905-751-1517
www.diceccolaw.com

A fter spending over ten years working full time as a Camp Director, I no 
longer accept the stereotype that camp is just about fun and friendships for 
kids. To be clear, I do feel camp is fun and that meaningful, long-lasting 
friendships are made, but the experience is so much more than just that! In 
a world that over-promises and under-delivers in almost everything that we 

experience, summer camp is something that actually delivers the goods time and time again. It 
provides an opportunity for kids to experience firsthand the very best of the human condition. 

With the support of a team of energetic and positive role models, a summer camp creates 
an environment where kids can be together — in person, and not online! — engaging, 
interacting, and challenging themselves. Camp creates a platform for inclusion and tolerance 
as kids engage with other children from different backgrounds, cultures, races and class.  
Summer camp is structured as a series of simple challenges and choices that each child has to 
navigate. From learning to start a fire, to performing a skit or song on stage, to the nightly 
“should I brush my teeth?” debate of kids twelve and under…children find their own unique 
paths through their immersion in a camp community. 

Now, all decisions are not so easy. Independence comes with more complex debate and 
decision-making.  “Will I make friends?” tops the list of anxieties new campers feel before 
getting to camp. “What activities should I pick?” is a popular second. And let’s not undervalue 
the complicated hurdles of trust, acceptance, compromise, forgiveness, bravery, conviction, 
courtesy, and kindness. 

These are all esteemed traits in the outside world and by creating a positive world of 
exploration and encouragement, summer camp instills each of those traits in campers every 
day. Can you as an adult imagine how challenging it would be to share your bedroom with 
nine other people? Overcoming this hurdle is a landmark achievement in itself!

Three reasons why I think summer camp offers parents the very best return on their 
investment are:

 
1. THE RELATIONSHIPS YOUR CHILD WILL BUILD
Camp is a world where kids develop friendships with not only peers, but with kids of all ages 
and backgrounds as well as with adults who are not their parents. Where else is a child able to 
debate, discuss and engage with an adult who is actively listening to what they have to say?  At 
my summer camp, Camp Can-Aqua, it is a daily occurrence to hear campers and counselors 
engaged in conversations that are challenging, positive, interesting, and fun.

2. A PLACE TO BELONG
This outcome is not to be taken lightly. In an increasingly complex world where kids are exposed 
to endless change and instability, summer camp offers children a chance to feel like they belong. 
At camp, you can dare to be different. Expressing yourself is how one goes about fitting in. 
Through skits and songs, ridiculous chants and fun challenges, camp provides a sense of common 
purpose to the campers each session. This connection, this place to belong, is exactly what keeps 
kids returning to camp each summer. It is something positive and constant in their lives, 
becoming a place that they are very familiar with and where they know that they belong. 

3. A SENSE OF CONTROL 
The routine and structure of a typical day at camp help kids feel more in control of their lives. 
When speaking about Camp Can-Aqua, I can often be heard saying, “At camp you don’t HAVE 
to do anything, but you MUST do something.” Kids choose their own adventures everyday! 
Camp helps children feel in control of their lives, which is an experience they will take with them 
as they grow and develop into responsible adults. Kids who feel they are competent are more 
likely to be better problem-solvers in life, long after their time at camp has ended.

Camp is not a two-week decision that occurs over one summer holiday, but rather one of the 
largest, most significant decisions a parent can make for their child. This single decision can 
have an incredibly positive outcome on the development of your child’s ability to socialize, to 
compromise, to problem solve, and to recognize when it is their time to lead versus their time 
to follow. 

Finding a camp that offers a wide range of growth opportunities for children, while 
effectively managing their health and safety, is critical to a parent’s search, but is easily done. 

Ontario parents are fortunate to be in an area offering some of the best/most diverse summer 
camping opportunities in the world. With over 300 camps province-wide, there is a perfect 
camp out there for your unique and special kid. 

Research is being done more and more on the measurable benefits of summer camp as a 
medium in child development and education. As a camping professional, I am thrilled that the 
true benefits of summer camp, which go far beyond the friendships and fun, are being 
experienced and understood by kids and parents across our province.  

Experience summer camp for yourself and your whole family! Camp Can-Aqua offers 
family camp weekends where parents and children can enjoy a life-changing experience 
together. It gives parents the chance to see the site, experience the programs and meet staff, 
and allows kids the opportunity to warm up to the idea of leaving home for their own 
camp adventure. In addition to family programs, Can-Aqua offers summer camp 
opportunities for 1, 2 and 4-week stays. To learn more, visit us on line at www.canaqua.ca.

A summer of adventure and a lifetime of positive growth await your child!

Andrew Martin is the Owner/Director of Camp Can-Aqua, a summer residential camp near 
Bancroft, Ontario that welcomes up to 150 kids each session.

Camp Can-Aqua Andrew Martin, Camp Director

In a world where we are overwhelmed 
with products and services that over-promise 
and under-deliver, Ontario Summer Camping  
dares to be different!

BY ANDREW MARTIN

Summer Camp
O�ers
Invaluable Return
on Investment
for Parents

Michelle – age 14 Camp CanAqua

I have gone to Camp CanAqua for six years because I love the atmosphere, the people you meet and the life 
long friendships.  The activities we do are fun, I like to choose my own daily schedule, the staff have all been to 
camp before and they understand how to make the experience great for everyone.  I want to work at Camp 
CanAqua one day myself to share what I have been taught.

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

The arrival of  spring heralds the return of  the 
Aurora Farmers’ Market and Artisan Fair to its 
outdoor location on Wells Street and the Town 
Park. 

Opening day is Saturday, May 3, from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and the theme for the day is bees.

Our bees are in trouble, dying at an alarming 
rate, and that affects us all since bees are 
responsible for pollinating approximately one 
third of  the food that we eat. 

Therefore, the food supplies that are dependent 
on pollinators are threatened.

The honey bees, which originally came from 
Europe, are vanishing from their hives in what is 
termed, “colony collapse disorder” and our native 
solitary bees are also disappearing at a dramatic 
rate.

There are several reasons why this is 
happening. Stresses include pests, pathogens like 
viruses, land use practices reducing the kinds of  
foraging bees can feed on and, of  course, pesticide 
exposure. 

The main culprit seems to be the neonicotinoid 
seed treatment of  corn and soybean seeds, which 
has led to significant bee mortality. You can be 
sure that the beekeepers are actively working 
to convince the government to do something to 
make changes to these practices, but we will not 
get into politics here.

There are some things that you can do in your 
garden at home to help the health of  the bees. 
Plant a pollinator-friendly garden, leave patches 
of  bare soil, rocks and brush piles for use by 
ground-dwelling native bees. 

You can install bee hotels around your yard by 
drilling holes in wood blocks and creating reed 
or bamboo bundles.  Most importantly, you can 
change or eliminate the way you apply pesticides. 
Don’t use them on plants that are blooming. 
Apply them at night when bees are less active. 
Spray from ground level to reduce drift and create 
buffer zones next to agricultural areas. 

Stay away from herbicides since they reduce 
pollinator food sources by removing flowers from 
the landscape. Finally, let yourself  be guided by 
the goal of  planting wildflowers that provide 
a succession of  blooms and indulge in natural 
gardening free of  chemicals.

This season the Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Society is joining the Aurora Farmers’ Market on 
four days, the first of  which is opening day. The 
LMMSO is a not-for-profit organization that owns 
and operates the National Historic Site that was 
Lucy Maud Montgomery’s first home in Ontario, 
in Leaksdale. 

The Leaksdale Manse was the first home 
she could call her own. In 1911, she moved to 
the prosperous farming community soon after 
marrying Ewan Macdonald, a Prince Edward 
Islander, who had become the community’s 
Presbyterian minister one year earlier. 
Montgomery lived at the Manse for 15 years and 
raised two sons there. She wrote 11 of  her 22 
novels there and her personal journals tell her 
story.

At the Market on May 3, July 5, August 2 and 
Sept. 27, they will be serving tea (from Sassy 
Chameleon) and scones (from Nutmeg Bakery) in 
their makeshift tea room. I encourage you to drop 
by for a few moments to rest and have tea.

Here is a recipe for scones that the Lucy Maud 
Montgomery Society provided:

Ingredients;
2 cups all-purpose flour
¼ cup sugar
4 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
½ cup cold unsalted butter, cubed
1 egg
¾ cup milk
¼ cup currants or raisins

In a large bowl whisk together flour, sugar, 
baking powder and salt. With a pastry blender 
cut in butter until coarse crumbs appear and then 
mix in currants/raisins.

In glass measuring cup beat egg with fork and 
add enough milk to make 1 cup, stirring to blend. 
Remove 2 tbsp. and set aside.

Pour remaining mixture all at once into centre 
of  flour mixture. Stir with a fork just until dough 
comes together to form wet dough. Shape into a 
ball. Transfer to a lightly floured surface and pat 
into a scant ¾ inch thickness. 

Using floured 2 inch round cutter, cut out 
biscuits. Repeat with scraps once. Place on 
parchment lined baking sheet and brush with 
reserved milk mixture. Bake in 425F oven until 
risen, golden and firm to the touch, about 14 
minutes. Enjoy!

In addition, on opening day we are delighted to 
bring you some young Scottish dancers from the 
Spiller School of  Highland Dancing.  The school 
has been part of  the Aurora community for over 
20 years. During that time their classes have been 
held in various Aurora locations, but the Royal 
Canadian Legion has been their home for the last 
10 years.

The Dance Director, Kaye Spiller, is a former 
Australian National Champion, a member of  the 
British Association of  Teachers of  Dance and an 
Adjudicator with the Scottish Official Board of  
Highland Dancing. Kaye has taught in Australia, 
the United States and Canada and has judged 
the World Highland Dancing Championships 
in Scotland and the Champion of  Champions 
in Australia. Her students will be dancing for us 
at 10:30 and 11:30 in the morning. And, they will 
have a bagpiper with them! You won’t want to 
miss this.

On opening day there will be bee-themed 
activities for the children, bee-themed cupcakes 
and bee-themed arts and craft activities for the 
children and the adults can learn more about the 
plight of  our honey bees from our well informed 
apiarist.   

See you at the Market!

Aurora Historical Society to mark 100th 
anniversary of “The Great War”  
with new exhibitions

By Brock Weir

Panoramic black and white photos, 
some faded with age, and others in 
the same pristine “glorious black and 
white” in which they were originally 
taken, now dot the walls in what used 
to be bedrooms at Hillary House. 

In the years before the photographs 
were taken, boys who were destined 
to take up arms for King and Country, 
slept there blissfully unaware that 
such a colossal event could ever take 
place. Yet, when it did, they were 
ready.

The Aurora Historical Society aims 
to showcase the fighting men, and the 
women fighting on the home front, 
who made up the prominent Hillary 
Family in a new exhibition. 

This exhibition, and Art at the 
Manor 2014, open next Saturday, May 

10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“The new exhibition really 

highlights some pieces that have 
never been seen,” says AHS curator 
Catherine Richards. “In honour of  
the 100th anniversary of  World War 
I, we have quite a few panoramics on 
display.”

In an adjacent room, medals earned 
by family members during the First 
World War are on display alongside 
everyday items enjoyed by the family 
during this era, illustrating the 
contrast between the war in Europe 
and the war here at home.

“They are a very strong military 
family and we want people to 
recognize this particular anniversary 
this year,” she says. “Hopefully 
we will be able to do some more 
programming in tandem to the war, 
with some talks or additional public 
programming that is not exhibit-
based.”

Mixed in with the war items 
are simple family snaps and other 
artefacts that illustrate the Hillary 
Family in peacetime. Some items are 
excerpts from family albums showing 
the Hillarys – and members of  many 
of  Aurora’s founding families – at 
play, but one of  the highlights are 
excerpts from the detailed diaries 
kept by Dr. Robert Michael Hillary in 
the 1920s and 30s highlighting both 
the major international stories of  
the day, and some gossipy little items 
that were of  interest to the then-
small community of  Aurora. 

“It is really a neat glimpse into 
the daily Aurora happenings,” says 
Ms. Richards. He will comment on 
the family and their comings and 
goings, their holidays and birthdays, 
but then he will also comment on 
international news. 

“It is interesting that there was 
a consciousness of  an earthquake 

that happened in Japan. We wanted to 
show the Hillary Archives blending in 
and allowing a glimpse into the bigger 
issues of  what was going on in the 
world.”

Jan of Jan’s Country Pantry met up with 
Councillor John Abel at the annual spring 
sale hosted by the Aurora Seniors Cen-
tre. Featuring homemade crafts and food, 
helpful household items, and a roomful of 
used books, people filled the building to 
pick up gifts, essentials, and that perfect 
thing they never even knew they needed!

 Auroran photo by David Falconer
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AURORA FARMERS’ MARKET 
& ARTISAN FAIR 

 

 

 

 

 

8 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
 

May 3 – Oct. 11, 2014 
 

WELLS STREET &  
TOWN PARK (49 Wells St.) 

 
Try to make it out to one of our special events when we offer  

FREE music in the band-shell, a market bag raffle and  
crafts for kids: 

  May 3 - Grand Opening 
   June 21 - Strawberry Fest     
  July 5 - Kerry Place/Art in the Park 
  Aug.2 - Senior’s Day 
  Aug.23 - Community Corn Roast/Family Day 
  Sept.6 - Apple N’ Honey Fest 
  Sept.27 - Culinary Day 
  Oct.4  - Pumpkin Fest 
  Oct.11 - Customer Appreciation Day 

 
For more information, visit our website at: 

www.theaurorafarmersmarket.com  
 

 

 

 

OPEN 
EVERY 

SATURDAY 
 

Sunday May 10
4 Sundays
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Diabetes isn’t just about sugar.
We can help you avoid simple things that put your family at high risk.

Call a Registered Dietitian for free.

EatRight Ontario 1-877-510-510-2
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T:4.28”

Do you know the nutritional value 
of  the foods you eat? Are you getting 
enough of  the right ones for you, as a 
senior?

Researchers have made great strides 
in recent years in discovering how our 
nutritional requirements change as we 
age. 

Seniors especially need to pay close 
attention because our bodies do not 
absorb or use the nutrients in food as 
well as they once did. We need more of  
certain vitamins, Vitamin D and C for 
example.

But, how do we lay-people know what 
we need? We aren’t nutritionists. The lengthy 
delay in getting food from the field to our plate 
and the cooking processes demolish the natural 
nutrients. 

We might get by with nutrient-starved foods as 
youngsters, but it’s not so easy at our age. We need 
an expert advisor to put us on the right track. 
That should start with your doctor who can tell a 
lot from a simple blood test.

During Nutrition Month in March, the Centre 
made available some literature on food choices. 
Here is some of  what it showed.

Potatoes have potassium which helps to keep 
blood pressure at a normal level. Milk provides 
protein, calcium, vitamin D and A for strong bones 
and teeth. Carrots contain the antioxidant beta-
carotene which keeps cells healthy and reduces 
certain disease risks. They also help keep eyes 
and skin healthy. Beans are high in fiber and an 
excellent alternative to meat. Meat can contribute 
to bone loss so beans enable you to minimize 
your meat intake. Fish provides omega-3 fats and 
protein that benefit the heart.

You can test your eating habits by going online to 
www.nutritionscreen.ca. Developed by nutrition 
researchers and registered dietitians, the tool 
shows you what you are doing right about eating 
healthy. It provides tips on how to improve your 
eating habits. And it provides links to nutrition 
resources, tools and recipes.

Visit the site and take the Eating Habits Quiz for 
Older Adults which contains 14 short questions 

about your eating habits. It takes less 
than 10 minutes and then you’ll get your 
personalized results. You can return to 
the site later to track your progress.

If  you do not have access to online, 
you can contact EatRight Ontario at 
1-877-510-5102 and talk to a dietitian 
for free advice. The service is available 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and evenings Tuesday and Thursday 
until 9 p.m.

Alternatively, you can order a 
booklet, “Nutrient Value of  Some 
Common Foods” from Health Canada. 
You can email them at publications@

hc-sc-gc.ca or call 1-866-225-0709 and ask for HC 
Publication 4771. It is 60 pages of  charts listing 
foods by category and their nutritional value such 
as calcium, iron, sodium, potassium, magnesium, 
phosphorus, vitamin A, folate, vitamin C and B12, 
niacin, riboflavin, fats, energy and more.

Stay Active
Nutrition is just one aspect of  a healthy 

lifestyle. To maintain strong bones, muscles and a 
healthy cardiovascular system you need physical 
activity. This can be walking, swimming or doing 
certain hobbies around the house like gardening 
or woodworking. Anything that keeps you moving 
is beneficial. Soon, the 55+ Ontario Senior Games 
will begin. It’s the perfect time to get your body 
moving while challenging other seniors. 

The OSGA 55+ Games are geared to attract 
amateur participants over the age of  55. The 
OSGA’s goal is to promote an active and healthy 
lifestyle. Seniors at all levels of  skill and 
experience are encouraged to try new events or 
get back involved in their favorite activities.

The summer games begin in early May, so visit 
www.ontarioseniorgames.ca to find out how to get 
involved.

Bocce season starts
It’s that time again for all bocce addicts to 

warm up your sneakers and your swinging arms.  
Spring is finally here, summer is on its way, and it 
promises to be a great season with our new bocce 

SENIOR
SCAPE

Sylvia Dickens

Know your 
nutrients

courts. The new season begins May 1 at 10 a.m. and continues 
every Tuesday and Thursday mornings, weather permitting. 
Information on the Wednesday afternoon play times will 
follow when the bocce committee determines the demand. 

Come out, help build the numbers, and have a good time!

For more information on the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, drop 
by 90 John West Way, visit www.auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com or call 905-726-4767 between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday to Friday.

Aries (March 21 –April 
19)

Are you remembering to 
breathe, Aries? Sometimes 
this simple act can help 
you let go of  old junk, and 
welcome in new energy. 
While relationships are 
still a going concern for 
you, things may seem a bit 
more forward moving in 
May. Embrace happiness 
now.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
Trust that everything is exactly as it 

should be, Taurus. Overcoming difficulties 
requires work and a willingness to let go. 
Allow change to happen and do what you 
can to honor the needs of  the moment. 
By the end of  May, you will feel more self-
empowered.

Gemini (May 21 – June 20)
Follow your passions this month. Life 

will be speeding up, offering you a plethora 
of  chances for connection, healing and 
movement. By the end of  May, relationships 
will be much smoother. Just remember 
how much you have learned along the way.

Cancer (June 21 – July 21)
Follow your intuition and gut feelings 

now. This will lead you to prosperity and 
new life force. While April seemed a bit 
intense and wearying, May will allow you 
to move forward. Welcome the abundance 
that is ready to flow into your life.

Leo (July 22 – August 22)
Pay careful attention to your thoughts 

and ideas this month. There is gold in the 
impressions you are receiving, Leo. They 
will help you move in a very grounded and 
practical manner, which is required of  you 
now. By month’s end you will feel freer.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
Let go of  any worries in May, and know 

that you are supported, Virgo. There are 
many hands available to help you. This is 
good to know, because you don’t always 
have to do everything yourself. Trust is 
your friend now. Welcome it with open 
arms.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
May is for self-nurturing, Libra. Treat 

your body well and take life a step at a 

time. You are changing on 
a cellular level, becoming 
more empowered and 
authentic. You may very 
well make changes that 
are honoring to yourself: 
as much as you honor 
others.

Scorpio (October 23 – 
November 21)

Connecting to your 
sensitivity and purpose is 

key in May. You may be following a different 
path Scorpio, but this is your path. You 
know what is right for you. By month’s end 
you will know what you have to do, and 
where you need to create equality.
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 

21)
Connecting with loved ones is a 

continuing theme for you in May. Soul 
mates are most important now. How will 
you know a soul mate from just anyone? 
A deep heart-felt link with another person 
is a sign. Commitment is key, and is being 
offered up from the cosmos.
Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)

Clear space and get rid of  clutter in May. 
Spring clean any unneeded items, people 
and habits from your life, Capricorn. Also 
take a serious look at your ego, especially 
in terms of  stubborn resistance to change. 
Create from a mindset of  integrity and 
truth.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
Patience is your keyword in May, 

Aquarius. Things are beginning to move, 
so continue to nurture your dreams. But 
remember that the Universe has a different 
speed than you. Originality, your special 
gift, has its place and time. It will come.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
Peace, and the seeking of  peace, is key 

in May, Pisces. It may help to remember 
that love is always the answer, in every 
instance. Even if  you feel challenged, take 
the high road. Commitment, loyalty and 
practicality are the keys to your success 
now.

For more information about Jodie and 
astrology, visit www.EarthSkyJourneys.
org.

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

January 2014 
Horoscopes
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says Mayor Dawe on meeting with 
his Newmarket counterpart to 
discuss other options. “We are going 
to have some initial discussions 
next week to see whether that would 
make sense to pursue.

“Would I change anything that we 
did [with this bid]? No, I don’t think 
so. I think we not only answered 
York’s criteria, but the province’s 
criteria and one of  those criteria 
was underserved areas and I think 
that certainly describes where we 
are. Obviously York didn’t feel that 
way and that is their decision.”

Proximity to the urban dynamic 
was an “obvious point” in favour of  
the three more southerly municipal 
bids, he added, noting there was 
“no question about that” when the 
whole process started. 

“Another Provincial criterion 
was what this would do in terms of  
the future economic impacts and 
certainly our position was that it 
would have a substantial impact on 
this area. That kind of  driver would 
be far more impactful in this area 
than it would farther south. It is the 
same dollars but going into a much 
larger economy down south.”

In a statement released on Friday, 
just after York made its decision 
known, the Mayors expressed 

disappointment but wished the 
three other municipalities well as 
they moved forward.

“I would like to thank York 
University and Seneca College for 
providing the opportunity to host a 
post-secondary campus in Aurora 
and Newmarket,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “While I am disappointed 
that our innovative bid will not be 
considered during the next round of  
evaluations, I remain encouraged at 
the prospect of  a university in York 
Region. I am hopeful that whichever 
option is considered supports 
our goal and the Government 
of  Ontario’s goal of  providing 
educational opportunities to 
underserviced communities, such 
as those in northern York Region, 
Simcoe County and Durham 
Region.”

Added Mayor Van Bynen: “While 
we will not be moving forward to 
the next round of  evaluations, this 
opportunity has demonstrated our 
community’s firm resolve to work 
together to provide post-secondary 
education opportunities to the most 
underserviced area in Ontario.” 

York University was expected 
to release a shortlist of  two bids 
on Friday. When they made their 
wishes known, however, they 
expanded this to a list of  three. 

“We heard such remarkable 

presentations from these three 
municipalities who went far above 
and beyond to showcase their 
capabilities and commitment that 
we decided to expand our list,” 
said York University President 
Mamdouh Shoukri in a statement. 
“We believe that any one of  these 
three candidate municipalities 
would be excellent partners in 
this major undertaking. York 
University is deeply honoured that 
so many municipalities in York 
Region are interested in working 
with us. All participating have 
demonstrated a strong commitment 
to postsecondary education, and full 
support from their local councils 
and communities.” 

Added Seneca College President 
David Agnew: “Every potential 
partner in York Region made an 
excellent case for an expanded 
postsecondary presence. We are 
delighted to be working in a strong 
partnership with York University 
to expand access to today’s and 
tomorrow’s students.”

The University noted they 
believe Markham, Richmond Hill 
and Vaughan “stood out” with 
well-developed transportation 
infrastructure that could bring 
in students from across the GTA, 
as well as their “vibrant urban 
centres.”

Personal Training, that really is personal, whatever your 
goals are. Exercise plans are combined with  nutrition advice, 
weights, cardio, yoga and meditation. I take the whole person 

approach and design a program for you. Fully certified  
kinesiologist and personal training specialist. 

Come see me and see 
how great you can feel every day!! 

angelatrevivian@gmail.com 
or call or text 289-338-4011

    ANGIE’S GYM 
  and REHAB

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You Want To Be!

Live Bands In The Hunt Pub: May 2 & 3 - Prime Time

Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse...
The New Hogan’s

Book your Reservations for
Mother’s Day today!

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m Like us on Facebook

Valet Parking $5
For Reservations, call 905.833.5311
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York shortlists Richmond Hill, Markham and Vaughan

Meet Your Iron Chefs: Orchid Thai’s Thay Siharath vies to keep his crown
By Brock Weir

Chefs across Aurora are 
waiting with baited breath this 
week to learn just what they will 
have to work with in the second 
annual Iron Chef  Aurora. 

Creative juices are flowing 
in many of  Aurora’s favourite 
restaurants as five chefs prepare to 
do battle at the Aurora Community 
Centre on Thursday, May 29, as the 
hockey arena is transformed into 
Kitchen Stadium, the arena of  
Aurora’s culinary supremacy. 

Defending his title this year 
will be Thay Siharath, owner of  
Orchid Thai, situated on Yonge 
Street, just north of  Aurora 
Heights Boulevard. Working with 
last year’s secret ingredients of  
beer and asparagus, Mr. Siharath 
won over the crowd with his mix 
of  sweet, savoury and spicy dishes 
featuring shrimp and beef. 

Although asparagus is not a 
flavour particularly prevalent 

in Thai cooking, Mr. Siharath 
approached it as he would a green 
bean.

“I used the similarity of  the 
vegetables to what they have in 
Thailand and it didn’t taste bad!” 
he says. “I was quite surprised it 
turned out so well. I understand 
what asparagus tastes like and 
I tried to pair it up with stuff  I 
knew a lot about in terms of  Thai 
cooking and luckily it turned out 
well!”

Since arriving in Canada from 
Thailand at the age of  11 in 1979, 
he has seen firsthand how Thai 
cooking has taken a foothold 
in the Canadian market, and 
finding a special place in Canada’s 
cuisine as well. It was shortly 
after arriving in Canada as well 
that he discovered his own love of  
cooking.

Watching his mom hard at 
work in the kitchen, he says he 
has fond memories of  sneaking in 
to steal a taste of  the meal to come 

– damn the consequences if  he got 
caught! 

By his late teens, his friends 
who were able to sample his own 
creations suggested he open a 
restaurant. Clearly it was good 
advice.

“Thai food has been in Canada 
for quite some time now and I am 
sure a lot of  the patrons who were 
at Iron Chef  last year had some 
experience of  Thai cooking,” he 
says. “They brought in their own 
experiences of  Thai food. For 
Thai cooking, it consists of  sweet, 
sour, bitter and, of  course, spice. 
If  you can try to bring that out 
in your cooking, that is the ideal. 
Thai cooking entertains the five 
senses of  your tongue and that is 
what you try to do.”

Before each chef  knows what 
their two secret ingredients are, 
however, the creative juices can 
only flow so far. When asked 
if  there was anything he was 
crossing his fingers would be 

Orchid Thai owner and chef Thay Siharath is looking  
forward to defending his title at the second annual  
Iron Chef Aurora.
out of  the question as far as 
ingredients go, he did not 
hesitate with his answer.

“Cheese!” he says. “We 
don’t cook with cheese at all. 
You don’t see dairy at all in 
Thai cooking, but I guess there 
always has to be a first time! 

Whatever we have to cook 
with, I just want to let the food 
speak for itself. At the end of  
the day, I am just happy to be 
in the competition. It is a fun 
event, and if  we can help out 
a little bit as well, that is what 
we are looking for.”

The York Region Gift of Life Association took over Gateway Café and Lanes on Saturday 
to mark National Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week (NOTDAW). Volunteers kept 
the place humming while raising awareness of the cause, remarks and game play from 
living donors, donation recipients, and families of donors. Laptops were also set up to 
get further names for the organ and tissue donor registry. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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BUSINESS SERVICES

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in  
The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS 

Call: 905-727-3300

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

CLASSIFIEDS

FASTEST GROWING 
COMPANY in the 
history of  relationship 
marketing. $100 Million 
our first year in one 
country one product. 
Be one of  the first in 
Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

HELP WANTEDGARAGE SALE

MONEY DOESN’T 
GROW ON TREES, 
but soap does! High in 
the mountains of  Ne-
pal there are trees that 
grow soap berries. Har-
vested by the Nepalese 
without chemicals or 
toxins and prepared 
for laundry, windows, 
dishes, floors and much 
more. Delivery through-
out York Region. www.
S o ap T h at G row s O n -
Trees.com.

EXPERIENCED MEAT CUTTERS and LA-
BOURERS wanted. Cutting and deboning poultry 
products an asset. Labourers $11-$14/hr. Butchers 
with minimum two years experience $16/hr. Apply 
to Abate Packers Ltd by email at: jobs@abatepack-
ers.com or by fax to 519-848-2793. 

GARBAGE
REMOVAL SERVICE
We will pick up all your household rubbish. 

Need your garage, basement, yard or attic cleaned up?

No Job too Small.

Year-Round Maintenance Company

905773-8033

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial  
company looking for enthusiastic sales representatives.  

A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you have  
what it takes?

ouTside sales RepResenTaTive

let’s Talk.

duTies and ResponsiBiliTies: 
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers  

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and  

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

CompensaTion: Base + Commission

 Have a positive attitude

Willing to take chances 
and learn from your peers

Sales Driven

Great Personal Skills

Marketing and/or  
Communication education

Sales Skills an asset Hard working and 
enjoy rewards in a 
team environment

email Resume foR ConsideRaTion: 
Karin Rossi
Vice President Sales, Marketing,  
Business Development
karin@lpcmedia.ca

Students Welcome

CARRIERS
THE AURORAN Newspaper

Has these openings

E-4:  Cameron Ave., Royal Rd, Dunning Ave, Iber  
 Crt, Wenderly Dr, Edward St. Total 116   
houses
B-5:   Spruce St, Odin Cres, Keystone Crt, Mark   
St, Maple St. Total 172 houses
D-10b    Simmons Crescent, Morning Crescent,    
46houses
D-18       Golf Links Drive 80 houses
D-28a    Adair Drive, Bailey Circle, Davidson Road    
88 houses
  
B-13a     Turnbridge Road, Haverhill Terrace          74  
 houses
B-14       Kirkvalley Crescent          131 houses
F-3          Fields Court, Van Allen Way, Cosford 
Street, Ausman Gate, Mavrinac Blvd (between Lewis 
Honey Drive & Hartwell Way  79 houses

G-11b:  Buttonwood Trail, Loraview Drive. Total 96   
houses 
              Contact Cephise: 416-505-2770 

Other Service 
Granular Fertilizer 

Weed Management 
Surface Insect Management

Grub Management
IPM (Integrated Pest Management) 

www.lawnswedo.ca

Core Lawn 
Aeration

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Production Planner/ Scheduler
Must have SAP experience
Customer Service - Keele & 401 area
MIG Welders, Mechanical
Assemblers

CNC Operator / Programmer
Construction Contract 
Administrator
Household Water System Installers
HR Manager-Woodbridge-$75K
Security Guards…..Brampton
Water Purification Positions
(Weston)

- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales
Experienced Factory, Warehouse,
Yard Workers, Mechanical
Assemblers 

Double Walkie – Certified positions
• Resumes only, no phone calls

• Only qualified persons will be contacted

MICHAEL’S YARD 
M A I N T E N A N C E , 
Grass Cutting, Gardens, 
Yard Cleanup, Window 
Washing, Eavestrough 
Cleaning, Interlock…
and much more. 905-235-
6253.

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

25% OFF
WINTER COATS

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

25% OFF
All ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS

SUCCESSFUL GRAPHIC ARTS
company, looking for a motivated self  
starter, position in Newmarket area, must be able 
to multi-task, project co-ordinate with strong  
administration skills.  Must be highly organized 
and able to manage fast paced environment. 
Recent post secondary graduate.

 Please send resume and cover letter to  
joe@graphicartsmag.com

COME AND JOIN US FOR A FUN FILLED  
MORNING AND AFTERNOON at one of  the biggest 
sales you’ll see! Enjoy eating and shopping, the finer  
pleasures of  life. In the event of  rain the sale will be 
moved inside the school. We hope to see you there.  
Parent Council St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High 
School.

MARTIN & ASSOCIATES INC. 
Creative Interior Design 
Large and Small Spaces 

905-751-0352 
martin.lee1815@yahoo.ca 

FREE ESTIMATES

Experienced 
FORKLIFT OPERATOR 

Required by 
Building Products Distributor 

Full-time position Monday to Friday 
7am–5pm 

Apply in person; 
2 Fogal Road, Woodbridge, Hwy 7 & 50 

or call 905-851-3744 
Between 9am–5pm

Come join an award winning, deeply rooted community newspaper 
looking for a hard working publisher/general manager with a passion 

for community, news, and strong leadership skills.

Seeking Experienced 
Publisher/General Manager

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
John Miles
Operations Manager
Simcoe York Printing and Publishing
john@simcoeyorkprinting.com

Let’s Talk.

REQUIREMENTS:
• Knowledge of the newspaper industry

• Strong leader
• Post Secondary Education

• Sales skills an asset
• Great personal skills

• Have a positive attitude
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

• Hard working and enjoy rewards in a team environment

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Manage the sales, editorial and operations with a focus on 

building upon the strong history of the paper
• Sell advertising in our local community newspapers 

across numerous regions for maximum growth
• Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and 

supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

COMPENSATION: Base + Performance Bonuses
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NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, it you want to be there 

when they do... 

Advertise in  
The Auroran, AT YOUR SERVICE

Call: 905-727-3300

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

MONUMENTS

DENTAL

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

GARDENING

WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

HANDYMAN

 reverse osmosis filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refineosoft Water Softener and receive a 

CLEANERS
• Spring & Fall Clean-up
• Garden Renovations
• New Plantings
• Garden Maintenance
• All-Natural Products

289-264-3964      janet@thewelldressedgarden.ca

L.A. Fitness plans 
take one step 
forward as new 
zoning is approved 
for development

By Brock Weir

Plans to transform the former site of  the Reebok 
warehouse into an L.A. Fitness and plaza complex 
cleared a significant hurdle at Council last week.

Councillors approved zoning amendments to 
transform the land from industrial lands, to a 
commercial zone, effectively giving the go-ahead 
for the development. Four buildings are slated to 
be constructed on the nearly-seven acre site on Earl 
Stewart Drive adjacent to Bayview Avenue. 

Although the zoning amendments were approved 
at Council, it was not a unanimous decision with 
some Councillors disagreeing on the best use of  the 
site. 

When the application for L.A. Fitness originally 
came forward last year, one of  the primary 
Councillors to speak out about the plan was 
Councillor Wendy Gaertner, who argued the 
development wouldn’t bring the number of  “quality” 
jobs that could be realised on the land. These were 
concerns she reiterated before the plans came up for 
final approval. 

“I am not pleased we are changing industrial 
prestige to commercial because it is going to be 
a retail plaza and a large fitness centre,” she said. 
“Neither of  those provide permanent, full-time jobs 
and I believe that is what Aurora needs to bring into 
the Town.”

Councillor Evelyn Buck said she too opposed the 
plan, but for a different reason. The property, she 
said, has been vacant for a number of  years, leading 
her to believe there was simply no desire left from 
interested parties to use the land for industrial 
purposes. Aurora has more than enough plazas, she 
concluded.

“I would rather have seen a proposal for a condo 
development in that area,” said Councillor Buck. “We 
are greatly in need of  that kind of  accommodation 
here in Aurora and that, in my opinion, would be the 
perfect location for it. I am not against changing the 
use of  this, but this particular change.”

The former Reebok site remained vacant for over 
a decade before its demolition earlier this year. 

For Councillors voting in favour of  the land 
change, the time was well overdue to get something 
new and productive on the land – and there is a 
willing party to do so.

“I think we would assume the owners have made 
every effort to find a suitable buyer for it and, in 
this case, the buyer has come along and provided a 
use which will utilize the facility and will generate 
tax revenue for the community,” said Councillor 
Michael Thompson. “While I think we would all 
like to see this, or see that, at the end of  the day you 
have a willing proponent who owns the land and is 
willing to make the best use of  it in what they feel is 
appropriate. It generates taxes for us and it is much 
better than it sitting vacant for another 10 years.”

That was the general consensus around the table.
According to Marco Ramunno, Aurora’s Director 

of  Planning, although the land in question was 
designated for industrial use, in the years since that 
designation was handed down the Bayview area 
north of  Wellington Street has increasingly become 
a commercial core in Aurora.  

Most of  the land has been converted to commercial 
uses, bar a “pocket” of  land near St. John’s Sideroad. 

Citing vacant commercial properties on Bayview, 
such as the former home of  Blockbuster Video, 
however, Councillor Buck said she remained 
unconvinced that the commercial approach was the 
right one for this area.

“Undoubtedly, these [empty premises] will be 
occupied, but they are not earning us any great 
revenue sitting there empty,” she said “The way I 
see it, we are approving something that is going to 
be more vacant stores, no jobs, no revenue, no life, 
no vitality. Condos would provide something of  that 
life into that neighbourhood. I don’t think that whole 
west side of  Bayview is necessarily improved by 
having nothing but commercial strips on it.

“My vision is people, residents, and people that 
will provide a market for the empty stores that are 
down there and allow business people to thrive.”

Water meter inaccuracies result in a $1.2m hit, 
targeted in 9-year replacement plan

By Brock Weir

Poor readings from local water meters have 
resulted in a $1.2 million financial impact in Aurora, 
according to a Council report. 

Aurora residents can expect a continued effort to 
replace 1,000 existing water meter per year over the 
next decade to replace the oldest water 
meters in the Town. 

According to the report approved at 
Council last week, after the next nine 
years are up, water meter replacements 
will continue at a rate of  up to 700 meters 
annually on a perpetual basis. 

Aurora’s water meter replacement 
program has come under increasing focus 
and Council discussions in recent weeks 
as members debate the best way forward. 
Some have suggested continuing the 
replacement program as is, while others 
have argued in favour of  holding off  as 
new and more accurate technologies 
– such as WiFi water meter systems – 
become increasingly available.  

They have also questioned how this 
program is working hand in hand to 
reduce the amount of  water loss in the 
system through underground pipes 
needing relining, and an adverse effect 
water loss has on the water bills of  
residents. 

For some Councillors, however, there 
is only so much that can be done when bulk water 
prices have increased by 10 per cent year over year 
from the Region of  York. 

“That leads us to find efficiencies to respond where 
we can,” said Councillor john Abel. “There is nothing 
we can do when the Region passes on 10 per cent 
through their sources and from what I understand it 
is money that is to be paid back to Toronto for their 
infrastructure lacking. In the long run, it is up to us 
to identify efficiencies.”

Tackling the issue at the previous week’s General 
Committee meeting, Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s 
Director of  Infrastructure, said it will take a nine year 
program to get to a point where the Town’s oldest, and 

most inaccurate, water meters are replaced. After 20 
years of  use, meter accuracy tends to drop. In a pilot 
carried out by his department, inaccuracy can hit 6.9 
per cent every year after that 20 year threshold. 

“In the proposed change-out of  the program, 
of  1,000 meters per year, we’re actually looking at 
generating a net savings of  about $274,000 per year 

over the 20 year life of  the metering going 
forward,” he said. “In the first year, we 
won’t be making that much of  a savings, 
but as the savings accumulate…you are 
averaging about $25,000 in net savings in 
additional revenue based on increased 
reader accuracy.”

New water meters installed throughout 
the Town will be able to be read by 
municipal workers from the street rather 
than going from house to house. As these 
become the norm, the system will be 
simplified, argued Mr. Simanovskis. 

Nevertheless, at the time, Councillor 
Thompson questioned the timing and 
cost.

“I question us spending money at this 
point in time [on] something that is going 
to be obsolete in less than 10 years,” he 
said about the technology. “I think if  
you look at technology today, how many 
things can transmit data like watches, 
GPS data, and everything else, I think it is 
going to be sooner rather than later that 
you can have water meters that are going 

to transmit the data. Would it not be better to fully 
investigate how far out some of  these innovations 
are?”

Mr. Simanovskis, however, said they have looked 
at what is available and what is to come, and more 
efficient means of  bringing these forward are still 
many years away. A pilot project of  transmitting data 
from the meters into the system via Power Stream 
had significant issues, he added.

“I think it is great we are doing this and something 
we should have been doing five years ago,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “But, I would like to have seen a bit more 
information with respect to other issues regarding 
the other technology before I agree.”

“I question us 

spending money 

at this point in time 

[on] something 

that is going 

to be obsolete 

in less than 10 

years,” said 

Councillor 

Thompson

about the 

technology.
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St. Max will collect items 
through Friday evening
being able to join an event in a proper seat and being 
able to see the game draws the area and helps build a 
sense of  community, too.”

Building a community seems to be the watchword 
of  the students, teachers, and parents working 
towards this Saturday’s sale. When they put out a call 
for student volunteers last month to help helm the 
sale, they weren’t exactly sure what to expect, or how 
many lunch hours it would take to fill the need.

“In the first lunch hour, we had about 30 signups 
and we were done in an hour,” says Mr. Della Rocca. 
“There was a phenomenal response and it was great 
to see that. The kids want to be involved and that 
they want to be involved in their school and their 
community is a great sign and says a lot about their 
character.”

Adds teacher Michelle Miranda: “I think it is a 
great community-building activity as well not only 
for our school but for the community at large. Besides 
the money, it is also about generating excitement for 
the event, so it builds on its success year over year.”

Doors open for the St. Max Street Sale at 8 a.m., 
running until 2 p.m. The school is located at 278 
Wellington Street East. The parking lot is best 
accessed via the Industrial Parkway North entrance, 
on the east side of  street just north of  Centre.
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The limited edition Hockley Dark 1L swing-top
now available at your local LCBO store

THURSDAY, MAY 1
CHATS (Community & Home Assistance to 

Seniors) will host its first scotch tasting event 
tonight at Jonathan’s Retaurant. The event includes 
education and sampling of  five fine scotches paired 
with light accompaniments to cleanse the palate, for 
$60 a person. Feel free to make a dinner reservation 
at Jonathan’s before the event and make a night 
out of  it. A select number of  CHATS vehicles 
will be available to provide rides home after the 
event. Don’t forget to arrange a safe drive home. 
Funds raised will benefit CHATS services, such as 
personal care, homemaking, transportation, and 
Meals on Wheels. For more information, call Devin 
at 905-723-3373 x.6014.

* * * * 
GET ON BOARD: The Aurora Public Library 

will host a Games night this evening from 6 – 9 p.m. 
in the Library’s living room area. Games can be 
signed out at the information desk. Adults 18+.

MAY 1 – 4
The Pine Tree Potters Spring Pottery Sale will 

be held May 1 – 4 at the Aurora Cultural Centre (22 
Church Street). The show will be open Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Parking is free, admission 
is free, and there is a beautiful door prize. A great 
selection of  gifts for Mother’s Day! Visa, Mastercard 
and Interac accepted. Call 905-727-1278 or visit www.
pinetreepotters.ca for more information. 

FRIDAY, MAY 2
The Fung-Chiu Piano Duo concert originally 

planned for Friday, April 11, part of  the Great 
Artist Piano Series, has now been rescheduled to 
tonight at 8 p.m. All tickets previously purchased 
will be honoured; but the Aurora Cultural Centre 
simply asks that patrons contact them to confirm 
your attendance. For those requiring a refund due 
to a conflict that evening, contact the Centre. There 
are a few tickets still available for the concert. For 
confirmation, refunds or to purchase tickets, please 
email info@auroraculturalcentre.ca, or call 905-713-
1818 during business hours.

SATURDAY, MAY 3
St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School 

will host a street sale today from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to support its Catholic School Council initiatives. 
The event will feature a variety of  new and used 
items that visitors can buy, as well as music and a 
community barbeque. 278 Wellington Street East.

* * * *
The Aurora Community Arboretum will hold 

its annual Tree Planting event starting at 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.  Bring the whole family and plant a tree. 
Planting site is at the corner of  St. John’s Sideroad 
and Industrial Parkway North.  Parking is available 
at the Montessori School, 330 Industrial Parkway N.  
Event is rain or shine. Please dress for the weather 
and wear appropriate footwear. Shovels will be 
provided. Please visit www.auroraarboretum.ca for 
more information.

* * * * 
The York Region Community Choir presents 

“Take Me Home”, featuring songs of  Canada, 
Canadian Artists, and the music that takes us 
home, tonight at 7.30 p.m. The concert will be held 
at Trinity Anglican Church (79 Victoria Street). 
Tickets are $15, or two for $25 in advance. To reserve, 
call Michele at 905-726-3831.

MONDAY, MAY 5
Multiple award-winning science fiction author 

Robert J. Sawyer will be at Aurora Public Library 
this evening at 7 p.m. to read from and discuss his 
books. The event is free with a ticket and will take 
place in the Magna Room. For more information, 
call 905-727-9494 x275.

TUESDAY, MAY 6
SEA SLIME: The sea is home to some pretty 

impressive creatures like sharks, whales, jellyfish 
and sea turtles. Did you ever wonder why some are 
gooey and slimy to the touch? Come to the Aurora 
Public Library as we talk about the coolest things 
that live under the sea! Lots of  fun trivia, games to 
play, and awesome pictures diving deep into aquatic 
life. Plus, a surprise craft! Ages 6 – 8. Free. Reserve 
your spot by calling 905-727-9494 x280. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7
The Aurora Chamber of  Commerce will host a 

networking breakfast this morning from 7.30 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf  Club. Join the 
crowd for a formal networking opportunity and hot 
buffet breakfast. Sponsored by Park Place Manor, 
tickets are $20 for Chamber members and $30 for 
guests.

* * * * 
The Aurora Public Library Presents Money 

Talk$ a free monthly discussion/education group, 
sharing unbiased experience and knowledge 
in financial planning. Tonight’s presentation 
is Selecting The Best Investment Advisor and 
Developing Your Own Investment Plan. To pre-
register, contact the Adult Information Desk at 905-
727-9494 x275. 

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre presents the 

Aurora screening night of  the Multimedia Film 
Festival of  York Region. Check out the finest in local 
filmmaking! Free admission – all welcome. 7 p.m. 
For more information, call the Centre at 905-713-1818 
or visit www.auroraculturalcentre.ca. 

THURSDAY, MAY 8
Amnesty International writes letters on current 

human rights issues, 7.30 p.m., The Rectory, Trinity 
Anglican Church (79 Victoria St., Aurora). All 
welcome. Information: 905-713-6713.

FRIDAY, MAY 9
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre hosts its Black 

Tie Gala this evening from 5.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
This informal event of  dinner and dancing will be 
catered with a buffet dinner with dessert, tea and 
coffee. An appetizer table will be available before 
dinner. A cash bar will be available as well as prizes 
to be won. Dinner is served at 6.30. Non-members 
and singles are encouraged and welcome. Tickets 
are $25 each and $30 for non-members. Tickets will 
be available from the Centre through May 2.

MONDAY, MAY 12
3D Printing Information Session: Do you know 

what 3D printing is? Do you know how it works? 
Attend an info session to find out more and learn 
how to make awesome stuff  at your library! Aurora 
Public Library, Magna Room, 7 p.m. 905-727-9494 
x275

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
Human Rights Panel Discussion: Join us for 

an engaging grassroots discussion on human 
rights at Aurora Public Library, as part of  
OneBookOneAurora. Panelists offer a diverse 
range of  expertise including human trafficking, 
relief  work in Africa, youth activism and corporate 
philanthropy.  Free event. Tickets are available at 
the Adult Information Desk. 905-727-9494 x275.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21
Choose Your Own Adventure: Ever wish you 

could be the star of  your own adventure? Hear 
stories about characters who take matters into their 
own hands and draw, write or act themselves into 
escapades in other worlds! Then, we’ll help you 
draw or act out your own imaginary adventure. 
Where will it take you? Aurora Public Library. Ages: 
6-8. Free program but please call to reserve your 
spot! 905-727-9494 x280.

SATURDAY, MAY 24
The Evergreen Choir, under the direction of  Dr. 

Richard Heinzle, assisted by favourite accompanist 
Hadara Jacoby, warmly invites you to attend their 
spring concert, COME HEAR THE MUSIC. Come 
and enjoy a guest appearance by the Five Strong 
Winds, and, at intermission, the opportunity to chat 
with friends while enjoying a light refreshment. 
After a long winter, the sounds of  spring are 
delightful to hear: birdsong, the laughter of  
children playing, neighbours chatting, soft breezes 
whispering. Come add your own voice to these 
pleasant sounds of  spring by joining with us in sing-
a-longs and laughter.  The concert takes place at the 
Aurora Seniors’ Centre at 2.30 p.m. Tickets are $5. 
For more information, call 905-726-4767.

SUNDAY, MAY 25
Garden Aurora! Come and get dirty with the 

Aurora Garden Club! The club will present its 
Aurora Garden Fair at Aurora Town Park. The fair 
features their annual plant sale, a Garden Oasis by 
Pathways to Perennials, vendor booths showcasing 
products and services for backyard living and 
exhibits by local environmental organizations. 
Admission is free. For more information, visit www.
gardenaurora.com or call 905-713-6660.

COMING EVENTS Commitment is key for Duke of Edinburgh Award winner
By Jeff Doner

For over a year, 18-year-old Maggie 
Riehle dedicated her time, effort and skills 
into the Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award and 
has finally accomplished the silver level 
of  achievement.

At an awards banquet over the weekend, 
Maggie and others were presented with 
their silver awards.

 “I’m very excited and almost nervous,” 
she said prior to the event. “The Duke of  
Edinburgh silver awards was a year of  my 
life and it had so many big opportunities 
and things that just sort of  led my life 
pathway in a different direction. It’s kind 
of  like the final completing moment of  
recognizing what I’ve done and how I’ve 
changed as a person. It’s just an exciting 
and nerve-racking moment and I can’t 
wait.”

In order to achieve silver status, each 
person had to complete a series of  tasks 
in each category of  community service, 
adventurous journey, skill and physical 
recreation.

Riehle said it was hard deciding 
what she would take on for such a big 
commitment.

“Before choosing you have to realize 
that it’s going to be a year commitment, so 
you have to really take the time and choose 
something that you’ll really enjoy,” she 
said. 

For community service, she volunteered 
at the Kingsway Arms Retirement Home 
for a year and a half, for which she was 
eventually hired and still works there.

Her skill was taking driving instructions 
from a police officer and for the physical 
activity she ended up again finding a 
passion.

“I trained for a half  marathon and 
completed a half  marathon throughout 
that year and that was amazing as well,” 
she said. “My dad runs and he has always 
wanted me to run, so I figured why not take 

this up? I ended up enjoying it more than I 
thought, so I did a half  marathon.”

However it was on her adventurous 
journey that she said she really had to dig 
deep.

Riehle embarked on a five day canoe trip 
in Algonquin Park with a group of  people 
that were also participating in the Duke of  
Edinburgh Awards.

She said it was easily the most 
challenging of  all her tasks.

“There are so many factors that are 
going against you,” she explained. “You are 
put into this group of  people that you have 
never met before, so there’s that challenge 

to be comfortable with 
everyone because 
you’re going to be 
spending the next five 
days with everyone. 

“But then there’s 
also the challenge 
against the wildlife, 
portaging and 
thunderstorms when 

you’re in the middle of  the lake and you 
have to quickly get off. It was quite the 
challenge, but that was honestly the most 
amazing group of  people that I have met 
and we still talk to each other even though it 
was a year and a half  ago. The friendships I 
made are incredible.”

Now that she is done high school, Riehle 
is heading off  to the University of  Ottawa 
to pursue a degree in communications and 
therefore won’t be looking to take the next 
step into gold status.

She said she would have loved to take it 
on and encouraged others to get involved 
in the program if  they are looking for a life 
changing experience.

“I would fully recommend it, but I 
would tell them that they have to realize it 
is a huge commitment,” she said. “When 
you’re through a half  a year and you’re 
getting tired, you just have to pick yourself  
up and say there’s only a half  year more 
and think of  what this will do for me as a 
person. You’ll learn so much from so many 
people. It’s just an amazing opportunity.”

Also honoured was student Tara Stipec, who has just about 
completed her requirements for the Gold Award. 

Photo by Grant Martin Photography

Aurora student Maggie Riehle, centre, received her Silver Duke of Edinburgh 
Award from Lieutenant-Governor David Onley, and Jennifer J. Reynolds of the 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards, at a Queen’s Park ceremony on Saturday. 

Photo by Grant Martin Photography
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self  promotion. For example, Ford 
supporters were rumoured to have 
handed out fridge magnets outside 
the funeral for Peter Worthington.  
Obama and more recently, Trudeau, 
took a selfie with a “fan” on the steps 
of  the church while attending a funeral 
service.

In Canadian politics, personal 
religious beliefs have less direct 
bearing on a candidate’s “electability”.  
Religion is still important to Canadians, 
but it is seen as a very personal matter.  

We do not feel it is our business to 
discuss where a politician worships, 
much less think less or more of  them 
for their faith or lack thereof.

My faith is important to me, just 
as yours is to you. I respect your faith 
and your right to practice it just as 
you respect mine. That’s the Canadian 
approach to religion and politics.  It is 
far less hypocritical. Woe betides the 
politico – current, has-been or wannabe 
– that loses sight of  that fact.

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is, after all, Our 
Town.

selecting the best candidates in each 
group). Each person voting can vote 
for eight candidates.

• Ward councillors with ward 
voting (eight councillor candidates 
grouped on an area basis with voting 
residents restricted to selecting from 
candidates for the ward where the 
residents live). Each person voting 
can vote for one candidate for the 
ward in which they reside.

• Combinations of  ward and at-
large councillors with combinations 
of  ward and at-large voting — such 
as four at-large councillors and four 
ward councillors with at-large voting 
for the four at-large candidates and 
ward voting for the ward candidates. 

My suggestion for consideration 
is that the next (2018) Aurora Town 
Council selects the fourth option and 
becomes a virtual combination of  
ward and at-large candidates.

The Thunder Bay City Council is a 
good model to look at. It consists of  
a mayor and twelve councillors. The 
mayor and five of  the councillors are 
elected at large, with one councillor 
being elected for each of  the city’s 
seven wards.

The Ontario Municipal Board 
provides that as much as is possible 
the total population in each ward 
should not be greater or less than 
twenty-five percent of  the average 

population per ward. Aurora could 
be divided into four wards divided 
equally by address based upon 
postal code addresses. Vote for your 
specific ward councillor and also 
vote for four councillors at-large. 
This will allow for a combination 
of  a Ward (of  equal representation) 
and an At-Large System that 
meets the specific unique needs of  
each of  the four Wards as well as 
the overall municipal governing 
services legislative parameters and 
administrative requirements. Every 
four years ward boundaries would 
need to be reviewed to ensure equal 
ward representation as population 
density changes evolve.

Therefore, in summary, as a 
councillor, I would support a process 
whereby the City Clerk be directed to 
initiate the process of  conducting a 
Ward Boundary Review and report 
back concerning the issuance of  
a Request for Proposal (RFP) for 
professional services, legislative 
parameters and administrative 
requirements and that the City Clerk 
be directed to initiate the process of  
implementing a Combination Ward 
and At-Large System and report back 
concerning the issuance of  an RFP 
for such implementation.

Jim L. Abram
Council Candidate, Aurora
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ELECTION 2014

By Brock Weir

Aurora is at a “significant crossroads” in its 
history right now.

That is the word from Geoffrey Dawe as he 
officially launched his mayoral re-election 
campaign on Monday evening.

Before a room of  over 110 supporters at St. 
Andrew’s Valley Golf  Club, including four current 
members of  Council, and two Council candidates, 
Dawe said four years ago Aurorans wanted change 
– real change and not “change for change’s sake.”

“There was no doubt that our residents were fed 
up with the antics [of  the last] Council – antics that 
had created a toxic atmosphere,” he said. “Little 
wonder that one Councillor resigned and others 
simply refused to run again. Now, after four years 
of  stability, four years of  positive community 
growth, we are faced with the potential of  being 
thrown right back to where we were before.”

John Gallo, who is, as of  press time, Dawe’s 
only challenger thus far in the mayoral race is 
a “representative of  that toxic atmosphere”, he 
claimed. 

“Do we wish to return to the past?” Dawe 
continued. “Do we wish – do you wish – to return 
to embarrassing headlines for our Town? A return 
to lawsuits as a result of  public participation? 
Or are we going to continue to build Aurora? To 
continue to create an environment where Aurora 
is the best place to live in York Region and maybe 
even Canada? I know what I want for [my wife] 
Henny and me, for our children, and our children’s 
children.”

In his remarks, Dawe underscored three key 
pillars of  his campaign: Leadership, Community 
and Civility. 

To be an effective leader, Dawe said one has 
to work with people to get things done and 
collaboration yields the best results. Laying 
the groundwork for a strong team, he said, is a 
hallmark of  that. 

That, he added, was one of  his main priorities 
when he took office – addressing what he described 
as “the reality of  poor staff  morale” and to “stem 
the tide of  staff  turnover.”

“On December 1, 2010, my first day on the job, I 
met with the senior staff  team, held up a copy of  
The Globe and Mail’s Top 100 Employers and asked 
why the Town of  Aurora wasn’t one of  them,” he 
said. “I clearly stated that my goal was to be on the 
list and I am proud to say we’ve met that challenge 
by achieving an honourable mention. We need to be 
the best. [That] is a pretty solid indicator that our 
organizational leadership is on the right track.”

Although a mayor is only one vote, he added 
another priority was to “re-establish decorum” at 
the table.

“A leader understands that debate is healthy, but 
active discord and rancour is counter-productive 
to moving the Town’s business forward,” he said. 
“I am proud of  the fact that under my leadership, 
this Council has been able to avoid much of  the 
fractured and, frankly, hostile exchanges that 
typified the previous Council. 

“Frayed tempers have sometimes led to heated 
exchanges at the Council table, but skirmishes did 
not become multi-meeting wars. By being a strong 

leader, I have ensured 
the Town’s business 
got done. I am proud to 
say I have kept order at 
the table, dignity in the 
chamber, and definitely 
protected the integrity 
of  the Office of  the 
Mayor.”

In addressing the 
pillar of  community, 
efforts included the re-
establishment of  the 
Mayor’s Charity Golf  
Tournament, which 
benefits charities 
and non-profits 
within Aurora, the 
development of  a new agreement with the Aurora 
Cultural Centre and also “carefully navigated” 
development to make sure there is a mix of  
“developable land and protected open space.”

He also trumpeted a “booming” housing market, 
the arrival of  Bulk Barn’s headquarters this 
spring, the completion of  York Regional Police 
moving their senior management to their new 
headquarters on Don Hillock Drive, and a number 
of  businesses which have planted roots in Aurora 
including Target, and found room to expand. 

Providing “stability” to residents and the 
business community is also something he said 
was important. This comes part and parcel with 
“predictability”, particularly in keeping tax rates 
from fluctuating “dramatically.” To this end, he 
took aim at Councillors who questioned using 
mechanisms like the Tax Rate Stabilization Fund 
to “smooth out the tax bumps” and said taxes need 
to be respected. 

“Aurora is changing,” he said. “It is not the town 
of  13,000 that Henny and I moved to in 1977. Back 
then, it was almost impossible to go anywhere in 
Town and not see someone you knew. We rarely 
ventured east of  the tracks. There was simply 
nothing to venture to.

“Today, we are about 58,000. The commercial 
base has grown to include a vibrant and growing 
community east towards Bayview. There are a 
multitude of  languages heard. There is a growing 
and, I think, exciting diversity. Our challenge is 
to engage all of  Aurora, to celebrate this diversity 
and to ensure there is only one Aurora – neither 
east nor west – and to continue to build this place 
we call home.”

Fellow mayoral candidate John Gallo will 
launch his own campaign at a special event next 
Saturday, May 10, at The Mansion (Dinardo’s). 
Watch for coverage of  his launch in the May 15 
edition of  The Auroran.

PIRRI SEEKS RE-ELECTION 

Incumbent Paul 
Pirri also threw his hat 
into the election ring 
on Monday, seeking re-
election as Councillor. 
Pirri was first elected 
in 2010 at the age of  23. 

Dawe officially launches re-election bid, 
posing question to Aurorans

Letter to the editor

Geoffrey Dawe speaks to Rosalyn Gonsalves at St. Andrew’s Golf Club on Monday 
night ahead of making his speech for his official campaign kickoff. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Politics as Usual
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$127,000 and counting – Over 1,700  
turn up for Southlake Run

By Brock Weir

Over 1,700 runners and 
walkers descended on the Aurora 
Community Centre on Sunday 
morning for the annual Nature’s 
Emporium Run/Walk for 
Southlake. 

A cool morning with a lot of  
sun got everybody up on their feet 
and onto the streets to run the 
10k, 5k, 2k, and Kids’ Mini Mile 
all in the name of  raising funds 
for Southlake Regional Health 
Centre.

To date, $127,000 in pledges have 
been raised so far, and dollars are 
expected to continue rolling in 
until online pledges close on May 
15. Opportunities are still open 
to help organizers reach their 
$175,000 goal. 

“It is wonderful to see so many 
people here to support our great 
community hospital,” said Mike 
Smith, member of  the Southlake 
Board, pumping up the crowd 
before runners hit the pavement 
for the 10k. “What amazes me 

about this as a community event 
is it has evolved from a small 
group of  friends here to honour 
a friend who was a runner and 
an Aurora citizen by the name of  
Bob Hartwell and it is amazing it 
has come so far. Three years ago, 
the Hartwell Challenge suggested 
that Southlake be the benefactor 
of  this event and it has taken on a 
whole new life, which is fantastic. 
We would like to remember Bob 
Hartwell in our run today as well 
as the committee.”

Runners took to the streets, 
some in their very best running 
gear, while others took things a bit 
more casually, or even in costume, 
looking to have some fun while 
helping a great cause. 

Some were wearing distinctive 
shirts emblazoned with a hugging 
family designed by young Isabella 
and Olivia Polito, who had many 
reasons to be thankful to their 
local hospital. Not only were 
they born there, but without the 
hospital they might not have been 
joined on stage by their parents, 

Sal and Deann.
“The hospital saved my daddy’s 

life,” said Olivia. 
According to Sal, after a day 

at Toronto’s Science Centre, he 
came home feeling unwell. Soon, 
he went into cardiac arrest.

“When the EMS came, they 
took me to Southlake where I 
received excellent care and here I 
am today because of  Southlake,” 
he said.

Added Deann: “Before Sal was 
sick, we only had two positive life 
experiences at Southlake with 
the birth of  our daughters. Now, 
Southlake to us means that I have 
my entire family. Isabella was born 
premature and we spent some 
time there, and then they saved 
Sal’s life, so it means a lot to have 
a hospital close to us. They have 
amazing doctors and they have 
amazing equipment that helped 
save his life and I would also like to 
send a special shout out to all the 
nurses here at Southlake because 
they were amazing during both of  
our stays there.”

(Top) Runners triumphantly prepare to cross the finish line 
on Aurora Heights Drive while, below, East Gwillimbury 
Mayor Virginia Hackson, Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, and 
King Mayor Steve Pellegrini enthusiastically take part in an 
on-stage warm-up led by Andrea Peterson. 
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