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240 Industrial Parkway, Aurora    

An Urban Winery & Gift Boutique Right Here In Aurora!

14834 Yonge St.  •  facing the LCBO  •  905.841.5552

AURORA’S 
FIRST CHOICE

FOR 
OVER 

17 YEARS!

W I N E R Y
Y O N G E S T R E E T

more than you imagine...

WINERACKS | WINE FRIDGES | CRYSTAL | COPPER COOKWARE | KNIVES | DECANTERS | CELLARS | PEPPERMILLS | WINE MAKING | BARRELS

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Sales Representative, 
Residential Real Estate Services 14799 Yonge St., Aurora  905-727-3154  
Karen Walker

www.RealEstateAurora.comR lE t t A

Selling Aurora Homes
For Over 
20 Years

By Brock Weir

Taking to the podium last year at the annual Mayor’s 
Luncheon hosted by the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe announced the incoming arrival of  
Bulk Barn’s headquarters to Aurora. 

Now, with their official move and opening little more than 
a month away, Mayor Dawe says the past year has been one of  
growth and there is only more to come. Since his last speech, 
York Regional Police have essentially completed their move 
to their new headquarters on Don Hillock Drive, but most 
business and commercial growth can be seen in small to 
medium sized businesses.

Opportunities, however, are still to be realised in the 
Town’s east side. 

“Companies are spreading their wings,” he says, citing 
incoming companies like Niche Décor, as well as companies 
like Prollenium [Medical Technologies], which is on the 
cusp of  an international expansion. “The big one now is 
Desjardins has announced they are purchasing State Farm. 
We met with them and every indication is they will be staying 
right here in Aurora. 

“Desjardins has a number of  offices in Toronto, so this 
might be an opportunity to consolidate some expansion 
there. Speaking to State Farm about 18 months ago, one 
of  the things they were exploring was the ability to build 

Aurora blacksmith makes finals of HGTV’s Handyman Challenge
By Brock Weir

As a child, Aurora resident Brian Leuthel grew 
up in King City directly behind a Mac’s Milk and 
a hardware store. 

His mother would often give him a quarter to 
go out and buy a chocolate bar, but invariably 
he would turn on his heels and return not with 
candy, but a bag of  nails. 

It was a natural gravitation, he says – after all, 
he did grow up to become an eighth-generation 
blacksmith who defines himself  as an artist. And 
it is clear for anyone to see he is equally at home 
with wood and steel. 

Canada will soon get to see this for themselves 
as Mr. Leuthel, 46, has been named one of  the 
Top 16 finalists in HGTV’s “Canada’s Handyman 
Challenge.”

Mr. Leuthel was selected as one of  the top four 
finalists out of  the Toronto auditions over the 
summer from over 200 auditions in the city alone, 
while four others were each selected in audition 
rounds in Calgary, Winnipeg, and Halifax.  

On the show, which airs Tuesday nights at 10 
p.m. on HGTV Canada, Leuthel and the rest of  
the Top 16 will meet challenges head-on, judged 
by HGTV Canada personalities Scott McGillvray, 
Bryan Baeumler, and Paul Lafrance. 

“I just wanted to compare myself  to everyone 
in Canada,” says Mr. Leuthel of  why he decided 
to put himself  in the mix. “I have been doing 
this since I was 12 years old. I make high-end 
furniture and our motto is if  you can’t find it or 
buy it, we’ll build it. The more challenging it is, 
the more enthused I am. 

“I am not your typical blacksmith. I think the 
way furniture is going, it is going to be a mixed 
media of  steel, rock, wood and glass.”

Some might say after viewing his work that 
saying he’s not a “typical blacksmith” might be 
an understatement. In his home near Kennedy 
Street and Bathurst, he proudly displays fittings 
made out of  steel or repurposed barn boards, 
steel art bearing the Union Jack and, hanging 
precariously from his living room ceiling, the Fab 

By Brock Weir

Aurora families had no shortage of  things to do 
to keep busy this Family Day. 

Hundreds of  local families flocked to Town Park 
on Monday morning to be among the first to take in 
Aurora’s annual Arctic Adventure. 

Among the ice, packed, yet suspiciously fluffy 
snow, kids and the young-at-heart spent the day 
trying their hands at “ice fishing”, mini-curling 
and tubing, and other sports, all with an Olympic 
theme. It was the perfect antidote for otherwise 
active people who suddenly become couch potatoes 
as soon as the Olympic flame arrives in the host 
destination.

Warmed by hot chocolate, chili, and other goodies 
served up by the Optimist Club of  Aurora, as well as 
by vendors including the all-important Beaver Tails, 
partygoers were able to take in live entertainment 
ranging from bands, to a traditional First Nations 

presentation, to an igloo building competition, and 
the Battle of  the Chainsaws, a duel for ice sculpting 
supremacy, which is always a fan favourite. 

If  that wasn’t enough, a short walk over to the 
Cultural Centre had plenty of  things to get you 
warmed up before a finale back at Town Park. 

Taking over the second floor Brevik Hall was a 
salute to Brazil, a kick-off  to the arrival of  the Pan 
American Games in Toronto next year. Led by Dean 
Gyler, otherwise known as Instructor Soquete, his 
team of  dancers and martial artists led a packed 
auditorium in drumming, dancing, and coepira, a 
meld of  fighting, dance, and martial arts. 

The presentation was the first in a series of  
events the Aurora Cultural Centre will roll out over 
the next 12 months as an “IGNITE” partner with 
Pan Am 2015 to celebrate culture across the length 
and breadth of  the Americas. 

For more on how Aurora marked Family Day, 
please see Page 16. 

Fire and Ice marks Aurora’s Family Day bash

Mayor optimistic about 
downtown, business growth 
ahead of Chamber speech

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, pictured at Town Hall on Friday  
afternoon, will announce his election intentions this week. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Aurora blacksmith Brian Leuthel, pictured here with wall art 
he created from the side of a decrepit caboose which once 
stood near Bayview and Wellington, has made the finals in 
HGTV’s Canada’s Handyman Challenge. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Competitors made good use of fresh snow at 
Town Park on Monday, using saws – as well 
as their hands and feet – in an igloo building  
competition during the annual Arctic  
Adventure.       

Auroran photo by David Falconer
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Participate in Doors Open Aurora 2014

The Town of Aurora and the Aurora 
Heritage Advisory Committee are hosting 
the 2014 Doors Open Aurora event on 
Saturday, August 16.  Doors Open Aurora 
is part of Doors Open Ontario, an event 
that has attracted thousands of visitors 
each year since its start in 2002.

Our 2013 event was a great success with 
more than 3,800 visits to 16 participating 
sites.

In 2014, the Doors Open Aurora Organizing Committee hopes to 
recruit approximately 16 sites of architectural, historical or natural 
significance. 

If you would like to apply to take part in the Doors Open Aurora 
2014 event, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4226 or email 
planning@aurora.ca to learn more and to obtain an application 
form.

2014 Community Recognition and Citizen of the 
Year Awards

Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora a 
better place to live because of their volunteer efforts? 

Make sure they get the recognition they deserve by nominating 
them for a Community Recognition Award. This year the 
Citizen of the Year Award will be presented at the Community 
Recognition Awards, as opposed to a separate ceremony. 
Submit a nomination by visiting www.aurora.ca/2014awards 
and complete the application form. 

For more information please contact Erika Vilmanis, Corporate 
Events Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 
ext. 4232 evilmanis@aurora.ca

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Labourer/Seasonal (Parks)
Application deadline: Friday, February 21

Summer Student – Corporate Communications 
Application deadline:  Wednesday, February 26

Town Clerk      
Application deadline: Thursday, February 27  
 
For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Upcoming Recreation Programs  

Register today for one of the following recreation programs:

Home Alone – Do you have a 10 to 12 year old that wants to 
stay home alone? Our Home Alone program will prepare your 
child for this new responsibility. This program is being offered 
on Friday, March 7. 

Red Cross Babysitters Training – Gain hands-on experience 
and participate in fun activities by registering for the Babysitters 
Training program on Friday, March 7.  It will focus on five main 
areas: child caregiving, first aid, injury prevention, leadership 
and business skills. This program is for youth older than 11 
years. 

CPR and First Aid – The Life Saving Society is offering First 
Aid and CPR “C” courses on Saturday, March 29 and Sunday, 
March 30. 

For more information on registering for these programs, please 
call 905-726-4770.

Youth Drop-in Activities   

Check out one of the many drop-in activities around Aurora for 
youth ages 11 to 19 years old. There are a variety of fun activities 
available such as movie nights, dodgeball, basketball and 
volleyball. The cost is $3 per visit. For more information, please 
call 905-726-4770 or visit www.aurora.ca/youthprograms

Dinner and a Movie 

The Incredibles (Rated G) 

Where:  Aurora Public Library 
When: Saturday, February 22 
 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and 
 pizza will be served. 
 
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

REMINDERS

Waste and Recycling Collection 

Residents are reminded that all waste materials must 
be set out at the curb by 7 a.m. on your scheduled 
collection day, but not earlier than 4 p.m. the night 
before. 

Please be aware that the time of collection in your 
area may change at any time, without notice. If items 
are set out late, collection vehicles will not return to 
pick-up these items. 

For more information please consult the 2014 Waste Management Guide and 
Recycling Calendar available for pick-up at Aurora Town Hall or download at 
www.aurora.ca/wastecollectioncalendar 

Winter Parking

A reminder that overnight parking of vehicles is prohibited on any street between the hours 
of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. from now until Tuesday, April 15. Where possible, residents are asked 
to park cars off streets to assist with snow-clearing efforts.

For more information on this by-law, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, February 20 7 p.m. Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee
Friday, February 21 10 a.m. Trails and Active Transportation Committee
Monday, February 24 7 p.m. Special General Committee* – 2014 Budget Review  
Tuesday, February 25 7 p.m. Council
Wednesday, February 26 7 p.m. Special Council – Public Planning*
Tuesday, March 4 9:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, March 4 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, March 5 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, March 6 5 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee 
Thursday, March 6 6:30 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee Regional Forum 
Thursday, March 6 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. Have 
your voice heard on election day and vote!

PUBLIC NOTICES
2014 Resident’s Guide

The 2014 Aurora Living Resident’s 
Guide was delivered in The Banner 
newspaper on February 16. Copies 
are available at various Town 
facilities and online at 
www.aurora.ca/residentsguide

Wi-Fi in Aurora

The Town of Aurora is now 
offering free high-speed 
wireless Internet access 
(Wi-Fi) to visitors at Town 

Hall and the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex, following a 
successful three-week trial of the new service in December and 
early January. 

Visitors to these locations can access the wireless “hotspot” by 
clicking the “Town of Aurora Wi-Fi” connection which appears 
under the list of available networks on your computer or hand-
held device. Detailed instructions are available at the front desk of 
both facilities.

The Aurora Public Library

Free Movie and TV Show Streaming

The APL is excited to announce a new pilot project with 
Hoopla Digtial. APL members 14 years of age and older are 
now able to stream and download movies and TV shows to 
their smartphone, tablet, laptop and smart TV for free! Please 
visit www.library.aurora.on.ca to get started! 

Sketching Wildlife Workshop 

Youth ages 10 to 14 years old are invited to a Sketching 
Wildlife Workshop on Saturday, March 1 from 10 a.m. to 
noon. This two-hour workshop is led by Bill Lewochko, who 
will teach the techniques necessary to draw animals in 
their natural habitats. Fee is $10 and includes all materials. 
Register today by calling 905-727-9494 ext. 280. 

March Break Events

Spend March Break at the APL! There are a number of 
free events scheduled for the week of Monday, March 
10 including Mad Science, Mystic Drumz, animal shows 
and more! Tickets are now available in the library at the 
Children’s Information Desk.

Total Health Seminar Series
Club Aurora Fitness is proud to partner with the Total Health Healing Arts 
Centre to present a series of health seminars this winter.

Combat Cold and Flu Season
It’s that time of year again! Ashley Guite, Homeopath and 
registered Bioenergetic Intolerance Elimination (BIE) practitioner 
will explain how to maintain good health throughout the 
cold and flu season. Topics include nutrition, homeopathics, 
bioenergetic intolerance elimination and emotional health.

Presented by:  Ashley Guite, Homeopath and 
   Registered BIE practitioner

Date:   Wednesday, February 26

Time:   7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Location:  Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 90 John West Way

Fee:   $10

Registration code: 35084

Space is limited and registration is required. To register visit www.aurora.ca/e-PLAY 
and use registration code 35084.

To learn more, please call 905-726-4764 
or visit www.aurora.ca/totalhealth

Check out the following locations for 

your opportunity to try Geocaching 

within The Town of Aurora!

When you have found the

geocache, email sware@aurora.ca 

to claim your “treasure”!

RANGER BASE 

Cache Location: N 43° 56.672 W 079° 27.175

Difficulty: Easy, 1.5 out of 5

Terrain: 1.5 out of 5

GRANDAD’S BELLY BUTTON 

Cache Location: N 44° 00.564 W 079° 28.143

Difficulty: Easy, 2 out of 5

Terrain: 1.5 out of 5

FINDING NEMO - CRUSH 

Cache Location: N 43° 58.477 W 079° 29.

Difficulty: Hard, 3 out of 5

Terrain: 2.5 out of 5

Remember, Geocaching is enjoyed 

by people of all age groups.

No experience necessary!

For the latest event details and additional

information, please call 905-726-4762

or visit www.aurora.ca

Geocaching 
is a real-world, outdoor 

treasure hunting game using
GPS-enabled devices. Participants

navigate to a specific set of GPS
coordinates and then attempt to find
the geocache (container) hidden at
that location.

GEOCACHING
Check out the following locations for 
Check out the following locations for 

GEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHING
FREE for the whole family to enjoy!GEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGGEOCACHINGA new, exciting event by The Town of Aurora

Doors Open
Aurora
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Continued on page  19

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review
Aurora Town Council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following 
proposed Comprehensive Zoning By-law on Wednesday, February 26 at 7 p.m. at 
Aurora Town Hall Council Chambers, located at 100 John West Way.
Under Sections 26(9) and 34(13) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. P.13 as amended, Zoning By-Law 
2213-78, as amended, is under review to bring The Town of Aurora Zoning By-law into conformity with  
The Town of Aurora Official Plan. The proposed Comprehensive Zoning By-Law applies to all lands within 
The Town of Aurora. 

The purpose of the Comprehensive Zoning Review is to revise and update the current zoning standards 
primarily to implement the policies of The Town’s new Official Plan, incorporate new standards for the 
Aurora Promenade and update standards to apply current progressive planning practice regulations. 
The proposed Comprehensive Zoning By-Law also includes ‘Schedules’ or maps identifying zones for all 
properties in The Town of Aurora. By-Law 4469-03, which is a bylaw affecting lands on the Oak Ridges 
Moraine within The Town of Aurora, is not subject to this review and is to remain in full force and effect. 

The purpose of the Public Meeting is to provide information and receive comments from the public.  
Any person may attend the public meeting to make written or verbal representation relating to the 
proposed Comprehensive Zoning By-Law. 

Contact Information

For more information, please contact The Town of Aurora’s Planning & Development Services department:

•	 Jeff Healey, Planner, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4349

•	 Glen Letman, Manager of Development Planning, at 905-727-3123 ext. 4346

Comments may also be mailed to the Planning & Development Services department at the address noted 
below, faxed to 905-726-4736 or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote  
“The Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review (File Number: D14-ZBR-12).”

Additional Notes

The Town of Aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to Town 
Council and/or its Committees. The Town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions 
on the relevant issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications 
to the Town, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the Town will 
become part of the public record and will appear on the Town’s website. The Town will also make your 
communication and any personal information in it, such as your address and postal code or email address 
available to the public unless you expressly request the Town to remove it. By submitting a fax, email, 
presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the Town to collect and use the above-noted 
information for this purpose. The Town audio records public planning meetings. If you make a presentation 
to Town Council and/or its Committees, the Town will be audio recording you and Town staff and may make 
these audio recordings available to the public.

Zoning By-law (O. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting, or make written submissions 
to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Zoning By-law is adopted and before the bylaw is passed, the 
person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of The Town of Aurora to the 
Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the public meeting, or make written 
submissions to The Town of Aurora before the proposed Zoning By-law is adopted and before the bylaw 
is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the 
Ontario Municipal Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

If you wish to be notified of the adoption or refusal of the proposed Zoning By-law, you must make a 
written request to The Town of Aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4349 or 4346

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

ANOTHER SHUFFLE AT TOWN HALL
Less than a month after Town Clerk John Leach’s departure from Town Hall, 

Aurora will soon be without a full-fledged town clerk once again. Cindy Maher, 
Aurora’s former Deputy Clerk, was expected last week to formally take over the 
reins. However, Ms. Maher will now take on the role of  Clerk and Director of  
Administration in New Tecumseth. Until Mr. Leach’s departure, Aurora’s Town 
Clerk position also held the title of  Director of  Legislative Services. Last month’s 
reshuffle eliminated that position and invested it in the office of  Town Solicitor 
Warren Mar, who will act as acting Town Clerk for the time being. This year, as in 
any election year, the Town Clerk pulls double duty as Aurora’s Chief  Electoral 
Officer. A motion from Councillor Evelyn Buck calling for information on just how 
much money will be saved by rolling the duties of  Director of  Legislative Services 
into the duties of  Town Clerk is expected to be discussed at next week’s Council 
meeting.

SOBEYS REOPENS FRIDAY
Aurora’s Sobeys Store – now rebranded as Sobeys extra –  will re-open after 

lengthy renovations on Friday morning. The ribbon cutting will get underway at 
7.45 a.m. and staff  will donate $2,500 to the Aurora Food Pantry. Doors open at 8 
a.m. The store is located at the southwest former of  Bayview Avenue and Hollidge 
Boulevard.

A u r o r a  H i g h 
S c h o o l ’s  S t u -
dents for Global  
Issues Club spans 
g r a d e s  a n d  
interests, but they 
are pooling their  
individual talents 
together to make 
a difference – and 
they want the  
entire community 
to join in the con-
versation. 

Auroran photo  
by Brock Weir

Students think globally and act locally 
on homelessness and hunger

By Brock Weir

Students don’t often give sandwiches a 
second thought. 

They are fairly standard fare, nothing to 
love, nothing to hate. But teens in Aurora 
High School’s Students for Global Issues 
Club know otherwise. Through firsthand 
experience, they know all too well the 
difference a simple sandwich can make in 
the lives of  people less fortunate.

Two short years ago, they began putting 
this philosophy into action, holding a 
“Sandwich Run”, trekking into Downtown 
Toronto to give people living on the streets 
a boost. 

“Although it was a small-time initiative, 
we really got to see what people face,” says 
student David Kim. “It really touched me 
that this really…happens in Toronto.”

Since the initial Sandwich Run, teacher-
advisor Suzanne Albert says she has seen 
the teens grow exponentially both in 
awareness and as people. On the first run, 
students were so “separated” from the 
issue they were actually “afraid” to make 
those first tentative steps and head out to 
participate, she says.

“Now, when we go on the Run, they feel 
they are people like us,” she says. “They 
engage in conversations with them and 
they realise this is a sad state of  affairs 
that exists in Toronto. They are trying to do 
their part and help raise awareness”

It is a conversation in which they hope to 
engage the wider Aurora community – be it 
in other schools across Town, or Aurora at 
large. The students do the Sandwich Run in 
conjunction with Project 417, an interfaith 
organization to help people in crisis. Their 
Sandwich Run is often seen as a launching 
pad towards helping people in a greater 
fashion.

On an average run, teams can deliver up 
to 100 lunches. 

Within the school, Students for Global 
Issues was founded by David’s elder brother 
Sam who saw the need to get beyond the 
“affluent neighbourhoods” of  Aurora, 
outside of  the “bubble” and see what really 
goes on in the world. 

“It was intended to help students and 
understand and educate them about world 
issues, while helping them learn some 
business strategies and real life skills,” says 
David.

Business strategies are key in this 
program, not only to learn these vital 
business skills for further down the road, 
but also to ensure they get the message they 
would like to highlight out to their peers as 
effectively as possible. 

One of  these methods was held just 
two short months ago in the lead up to the 
holidays, selling Christmas Cards designed 
by the club which not only provided holiday 
greetings but also served to provide their 
recipients with information on Project 417. 

In the club’s first year, they focused on 

mental health, which was a particular 
passion project for Sam, they say. The 
following year, they shifted gears towards 
world hunger, but this year they focused 
their attention on hunger much closer to 
home.

“We took it to the group back in  
September and thought, let’s just decide 
what we want to do with this group and 
what our goals are going to be and ways 
we can achieve that goal,” says student 
Declan Johnston. “We came up with ways 
to raise money, raise awareness and to work 
towards our goal, supporting homeless 
people in the GTA.”

Adds David: “They work a lot with 
homelessness, and also with teens who are 
at risk or women who are in the sex trade. 
They have safe houses for a lot of  women 
and they do a lot to reach out into the 
community. [Trevor Wright] and I decided 
to choose them as an organization to help 
out and follow their mandate. We just keep 
it real.”

Building on the success and proceeds 
from their Christmas Card drive, they 
parlayed these profits into purchasing socks 
for Project 417 clients, a simple garment but 
one that is in high demand to help homeless 
in the GTA, particularly during the winter 
months. 

Students in the club take pride in the fact 
their group is truly student oriented. They 
pitch their own ideas on how to help to the 
group as a whole. They debate the merits 
of  each idea. Some are supported, other 
ideas are tactfully consigned to the waste 
basket. Those rising to the top are tackled 
by the students breaking out into smaller 
subcommittees within the group building 
on each student’s individual skillsets and 
talents to make it happen. 

“One of  the really interesting things 
is doing this with a business model,” says 
Trevor. “A lot of  clubs get together, discuss 
something and go out and do something. 
With a business model, it helps give us 
the opportunity have meetings, list ideas, 
brainstorm, and effectively say, ‘Nope, that 
is a bad idea and wipe it off  the table.’”

While the students plan an additional 
Sandwich Run this spring, they are 
currently tackling a speaker series to 
involve the entire school community 
– students, teachers and parents – on 
thinking globally.

“I think being in a club really benefits 
our knowledge of  the homelessness around 
the area, but hopefully in the upcoming 
semester, we’re going to make it more 
towards our community,” says member 
Audrey Kearns. 

Adds Declan: “We hope to give the 
community an idea of  what we have been 
learning about. We want to get the club out 
into the rest of  the community beyond our 
school and beyond even other high schools 
to raise awareness with adults and other 
children.”

Participating Restaurants

Arbour Pub & Grill  
 Nobleton 

905-859-4445   www.arbourrestaurant.com

Hogan’s Inn 
   King City

905-833-5311  www.hogansinn.com

Locale 
 King City

905-833-2500   www.localekingcity.ca

Port Soiree
 Schomberg

855-248.7678   www.portsoiree.com

The Schomberg Pub
 Schomberg

905-939-7151    www.theschombergpub.com

1812 Grillhouse
 Dunkerron

905-939-7777    www.1812grillhouse.com

For more information on
performing & visual artists

Local Restaurants
Set Menu

Local Performers
Art on Display

(Feb. 10 to Mar. 16) 

 Art & Cuisine in King
February 24 to March 9, 2014

Di Muccio wants answers after 
campaign is “deep-sixed” by party

By Brock Weir

Newmarket Councillor Maddie di 
Muccio is calling foul after her campaign 
to replace Frank Klees as the next 
Progressive Conservative candidate for 
Newmarket-Aurora was scuttled by the 
party. 

Councillor di Muccio says she was 
“stunned” to receive word last Tuesday 
evening that the local nominating 
committee had rejected her application 
“acting on advice” of  PC leader Tim 
Hudak. 

The Councillor, and columnist for Sun 
Media, cites criticism over Mr. Hudak’s 
leadership through her columns as a 
reason for being “deep-sixed”, but says 
she was told that would not be an issue 
before entering the race.

“I was stunned because not only did I 
not think it was going to be an issue, but 
I thought the party would love that I am 
running because I had a conversation 
with Tim’s Chief  of  Staff  earlier when I 
found out Frank Klees was retiring and 
he said, ‘absolutely, we’ll put your name 
on here’ and that there were no issues 
whatsoever,” Councillor di Muccio says. 

“I know some people…are alluding to 
an earlier column I wrote which had mild 
criticisms of  Tim Hudak’s leadership 
at that time. I was reflecting what the 
grassroots members were saying, which 
is my job as a media person. I think that 
criticism in our jobs makes us better 

people; it makes us fix the things that 
other people are saying are wrong, so that 
was my intention with the column. To 
hold that as a reason to not have me as a 
candidate is absolutely ridiculous.”

Looking over the entire PC picture 
Ontario-wide, Councillor di Muccio 
claims there is a “double standard” when 
it comes to potential candidates who have 
been critical of  Mr. Hudak’s leadership, 
including those in the National Capital 
Region. She adds she has called on the 
party to “address the double standard” 
but does not expect to receive a response. 

Since the party’s decision was made 
public, social media was quick to jump 
in, with some, including those who have 
followed the controversial Councillor, 
agreeing with the party’s decision, and 
others, who are vehement supporters of  
di Muccio and her style of  politics, taking 
their concerns directly to the leader 
himself. 

“I am getting calls from people in the 
riding here in Newmarket-Aurora who 
are requesting their money back and they 
will not be voting in the next election,” 
says Councillor di Muccio. “They are very 
upset. I think it is an outrage for them 
because they wanted an opportunity [to 
vote for their] candidate and not have the 
party leader intervene.”

As to her future – whether she will 
turn her attentions to seeking re-election 
as Councillor for Newmarket’s Ward 

POLICE SEARCH FOR MISSING 
TEEN

South Simcoe Police are seeking public assistance 
in finding missing teen Jeremy Theriault. The 17 
year old Bradford resident and Aurora student left 
home on Sunday, February 9 and hasn’t been seen 
or heard from since. Police say they are concerned 
for his safety. They describe him as white, 5’8”, 165 
lbs, with short brown hair and blue eyes. He was 
last seen wearing black pants, a grey and black 
winter jacket, blue baseball cap, and police say 
he may be riding a camouflaged bicycle. Police 
say he may be either in Bradford or York Region 
and anyone with information is asked to contact 
the South Simcoe Police at 905-775-3111 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS. 
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Sometimes people forget the 
value of  standing on the sidelines 
and taking in an entire scene 
for what it is worth – but it is not 
exactly a dying art. 

These days, people often find a 
similar path watching reality TV 
– or a program purporting to be a 
semblance of  someone’s reality, 
albeit altered and doctored to 
suit the fickle tastes of  viewers. 
Others, such as men in the lead 
up to, or immediate aftermath of, 
Valentine’s Day, can do this sitting on mall benches, 
or huddled, head in hand, in a quiet corner just 
“people-watching” as their significant other shops 
for anything under the sun.

Often – and personally, in the last few weeks – 
this observation can lead to something unexpected, 
such as seeing both the joy and worry etched on 
the faces of  local kids doing their damdest to make 
a difference in the lives of  one of  their friends who 
is going through a terrible ordeal; or subtle hand 
gestures shedding light on an unexpected human 
connection; or, to go to a wholly less poignant 
angle, the faces, theatrics, and intricate hand 
signals both in the stands and at the table in the 
Council Chamber. 

When I walked into Hillary House on Thursday 
night, there was a bit of  a charge in the air. 
Previous Annual General Meetings of  the Aurora 
Historical Society have been held in the markedly 
more sterile atmospheres of  Theatre Aurora and 
the Aurora branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion 
(no slight against any of  these very worthy venues, 
but everything is relative!), so one could expect a 
change of  pace.

Given discussions that had transpired in this 
community over heritage parks, wrongdoing, and 
other slights, real and imagined, one could expect 
there to be a certain energy in a building at the 
epicentre of  the issue. It was not disappointing. 
After a quick survey of  those assembled in the 
room, where they were sitting, and the interesting 
body language – many an eyebrow was sitting 
higher than normal with some of  the regulars – it 
was clear it was time to swing into observational 
mode. 

Things were humming along at a good clip. 
There was nothing quite out of  the ordinary 
about the proceedings, aside from a slight sense of  
reflectiveness with some as Suzanne Reiner gave 
her final speech as AHS president. She outlined 
the past of  the AHS and the present of  the Aurora 
Historical Society after the last year or so.

When she moved onto the future, however, the 
dynamic in the room had changed. People who had 
otherwise sat calmly in the room were now perched 
significantly more forward in their seats. At least 
two of  the not-exactly-overflowing crowd had come 
to air their grievances and did so with gusto. 

With Council the previous week threatening 
to cut off  their funding all together next year in 
the absence of  a good business plan to, well, to 
put it bluntly, get out of  the hole, some questioned 
whether it is time for the AHS board to look less 
towards new and grandiose fundraising and 
curatorial events and more towards an “exit 
strategy.”

It was a comment that burbled throughout the 
room, and found a not-unsympathetic ear in its 
outgoing president. Debate came fast and furious, 
and as far as debates go, it was, in my mind, a 
healthy one. That is, until one lone voice called out 
from the back of  a room with a calm, quiet, but 
unusually resounding “STOP!” 

Taken aback, the outgoing president complied 
and steered in a different direction. Nevertheless, 
the membership was persistent and the debate 
sooner rather than later found itself  back on the 
original before this same voice – now migrated to 
the front of  the room said it was now time to “move 

on”, before taking the opportunity to 
rebut most of  what was said. 

It was an undeniably negative 
conversation, but one, particularly 
given the last two or three weeks of  
debate at Council, the wider public, 
and even the blogosphere, was a 
conversation that needed to be had. 

MISSED IT BY THAT MUCH!
With both commands, it was 

almost as if  CONTROL’s Cone of  
Silence was presumably dusted off  

from the inner bowels of  the Hillary Connection, 
and descended on the room. 

Within the Cone of  Silence, however, I heard 
from proponents that perhaps things had not been 
communicated as well as they should have been 
with the AHS members. Perhaps communication 
wasn’t all it could have been with the general 
public. Still, we heard, Council essentially made 
a bone-headed decision in delaying things for 90 
days. 

Those are my own words, but that was the 
general drift of  the conversation. 

In the delay itself, I am not sure that was an 
altogether bad idea, despite what I heard on 
Thursday. 

Just a couple of  days previously we heard from 
several Councillors worried that any of  the three 
properties in question could be snapped up quicker 
than Mary Poppins cleaning up a nursery, despite 
one property sitting vacant for the better part of  
a decade-and-a-half, and the other property being 
owned by the incoming president of  the AHS itself. 
Selling off  one’s property to development wolves 
would hardly be the first act of  good will for any 
leader. 

Nevertheless, Council presses ahead with 
continuing an apparent series of  conversations 
that had been held with potential private sector 
interests with an eye of  making this heritage 
destination happen. Obviously that is a step in the 
right direction, but there is an equally correct fork 
in this conversational road. 

No matter the interest in the private sector, 
there is still going to have to be some degree of  
partnership with the public at large, no matter how 
minute, and this is a very important conversation 
which still needs to be had. 

Aside from less than a handful of  delegates to 
the podium, a booth set up during three or four 
days of  the 2013 Farmers’ Market Season and 
a table at the entrance of  ACC2 during the 2013 
Home Show, consultation with the public has been 
minimal at best. 

It is obviously important to keep most real 
estate transactions, even hypotheticals, in closed 
doors but this is an extraordinary case. If  $70,000 
of  taxpayers’ dollars are going into keeping 
Hillary House, the cornerstone of  this Heritage 
plan, operational, the public at large has a vested 
interest in knowing the potential costs of  this 
entire transaction. 

It is not simply a matter of  three privately 
held lands potentially coming into the municipal 
portfolio. Aurora crossed that bridge with Hillary 
House many moons ago. 

By this Thursday, we still have 80 days left 
in Council’s self-imposed 90 day window. Let’s 
remove the Cone of  Silence and have a wide-
ranging public debate to see what residents 
actually want to see happen with this three-house 
“gem.”

Personally, I think it has the potential to be the 
“gem” its proponents say it has the potential to be. 
But no gems can truly shine in a tarnished setting. 

CORRECTION
Last week in my column, I misidentified the 

name of  sci-fi writer Derwin Mak. My apologies 
to Mr. Mak and sci-fi fans everywhere!

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

Curated Cone of Silence

Machell’s CornersLetters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

What, if  any, costs or savings to the taxpayer will there be 
if  we implement the clear bag program?

For example, will there be additional collection costs 
charged by GFL in return for “inspecting” our garbage? 
Inspecting garbage means collection will take longer. It 
makes sense that GFL will want to be compensated. Who will 
decide what constitutes a ‘sufficient’ inspection? How will 
that be policed?

How far, exactly, is Aurora prepared to go with enforcement?
As pointed out, recycling “deniers” will still have the 

ability to hide items within the clear bag. How will we be able 
to confirm that clear bags have improved recycling habits, or 
not? On a windy collection day my neighbourhood is littered 
with blue box items that will never get to the recycling depot.

What has Aurora council done to help keep Aurora clean 
and push York Region to allow the use of  blue recycling bags?

Is Council satisfied that the “need” for clear bags has 
been established? Is the Region suffering from a shortage of  
recyclables?

For example, according to the York Region Waste report a 
third, about 30,000 tons, of  collected organic waste ended up 
going to the incinerator anyway.

Most of  York Region’s garbage and unused recyclables are 
burned in a Waste to Energy Facility either in Brampton or 
New York until the Durham facility opens.

Do we really need to worry about increasing our diversion 
rate when we can’t process what we already collect?

And how do we know how much recyclable material 
is being disposed of  in green bags? Is someone already 
inspecting Aurora’s garbage or are we just assuming so?

Environmentally-friendly initiatives are great, when they 
make sense.

It makes no sense to switch to clear bags simply because 
other cities have, or that it “sounds like a good idea.”

We should recall that corn-based ethanol fuel was thought 
by many to be an environmental “win” until it turned out it 
really wasn’t.

Hopefully Council will gather the facts and make a 
decision based solely on what makes sense for the taxpayers 
of  Aurora.

Barry Hall
Aurora
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Council needs more facts 
before green-lighting clear bags

Your caring and sharing does make a difference.
Welcoming Arms, a registered charity, is an ecumenical 

outreach partnership of  six churches, serving those in need 
in Aurora.

As a recipient of  a very generous donation from the 
Empty Bowls event held on December 5, 2013, we wish to 
thank Sheena Griffiths, and all members of  the Pine Tree 
Potters Guild. Your interest in and support of  Welcoming 
Arms mission “...to promote human, physical and spiritual 
wellbeing in our community” is welcomed and appreciated. 

This past year Welcoming Arms has experienced a 
noticeable increase in requests for assistance from the 
individuals and families within our community. The Empty 
Bowls donation will definitely help those in need through 
purchase of  food vouchers, York Region Transit tickets and 
caring for special needs.

Empty Bowls is a joyous event. We thank you for the 
invitation to participate in the setting up, the lunch and the 
dinner. Guests and volunteers had a wonderful time.

On behalf  of  those in need in our community, we thank 
you for caring and sharing.

 
Welcoming Arms

Aurora

Support for Welcoming Arms 
makes a difference

Grade 12 students Ethan Chan and Lachlan Cooper of Dr. 
G.W. Williams, placed third in the Toronto Automotive Tech-
nology Competition last week. Taking on 22 teams from 
high schools across the GTA, they spent the afternoon 
working on a Volkswagen Passat, identifying and diagnos-
ing problems, and following through with a fix. The stu-
dents not only took home the glory, but a number of prizes 
including a new GM vehicle for students to work on at the 
school. They are pictured here with coach Tom Walch.

Submitted photo
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We’re halfway through February of  the 
worst winter that I can remember in years. 

We have experienced such cold 
temperatures and so many storms this year 
that it is no wonder people are complaining 
about winter fatigue. We will all be so glad 
when the temperate climate of  our spring 
arrives and let’s hope that it isn’t too far off!

I am delighted to introduce you to a new 
vendor at the indoor market and a mother 
and daughter team. They are Lucy Quintero 
and Laura Barbosa of  Limitless Jewels. 
They are a Newmarket-based artisan 
studio offering custom made, handcrafted 
jewellery for weddings, special occasions 
and every day wear. Their customers can 
find a wide range of  reasonably priced 
pieces that they love wearing as much as 
Lucy and Laura love making them.

Lucy came to Canada five years ago from 
her native Colombia, with her two children. 
It was a long and, at times, difficult journey 
but they are now settled and happy and 
proud to call Canada home.

Lucy has always had an artistic side 
that she previously expressed through oil 
painting and professional floral design. 
Then, ten years ago, she discovered the joy 
of  jewellery making and her course was 
clear—she’s been a jewellery artisan ever 
since. 

She wears her own designs so often that 
her friends and co-workers noticed the 
elegance and originality of  her necklaces 
and earrings and were soon asking her 
to make pieces for them. So, she opened 
a studio in her home and thus was born 
Limitless Jewels. She joined with her 
beautiful daughter, Laura, who is both her 
inspiration and support, and they became a 

team.
Laura is also very creative and is 

currently studying marketing. She helps 
her Mom with designs and sales at artisan 
markets and jewellery parties as well as 
their website.

Their collection includes a mix of  
modern and classic designs. Each piece 
is handcrafted using the finest quality 
materials: sterling silver and 14K gold-filled 
combine with semi-precious and precious 
stones, freshwater pearls, Swarovski and 
Czech crystals, all perfect for both every day 
wear or weddings and gifts. 

They have also added some accessories 
like scarves and bookmarkers with jewelled 
elements so everyone can find a stunning 
piece to enjoy. They are very proud to 
introduce a special feature of  using 
Colombian seeds like Tagua in some of  
their pieces. 

The strong seed is sliced or shaped and 
painted in vibrant colours by Colombian 
artisans, and then Lucy creates small 
objects for key chains or jewellery. These 
always make a unique statement!

Lucy and Laura believe that jewellery 
makes memories and should be worn with 
pleasure and pride. This is why they strive 

to make each piece unique. Most of  their 
pieces are one-of-a-kind or limited editions. 
To ensure a perfect fit, they can adjust the 
chain length or a few beads with little or no 
extra charge. 

In Lucy’s words, Limitless Jewels is 
about making girls and women smile.

You will be able to find Lucy and her 
daughter, Laura, downstairs at the next 
indoor market on Saturday, February 22 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre.

Most of  your favourite indoor market 
vendors will be at the next market.  These 
include Sassy Chameleon, Pioneer Brand 
Honey, Designs by Eva, Nutmeg Catering, 
Rustic Breads (come early), Kind Organics, 
Snowden Farm, Catharina’s Kitchen, 
Toscana Bakery, Projet Christina Marie 
(John Abraham and Fairtrade and bagels 
and strudel), Jan’s Country Pantry, Green 
River Coffee, 19th Avenue Farm, Green Leaf  
Designs, Kibo Natural Body Care, Sasha’s 
Sweets, Eurasia Jewellery, Heartsease 
(Nancy’s bags), Oakridges Finest, Crown 
Valley Bakery, Nature’s Rainbow, Limitless 
Jewels, and two new vendors: Bagel Flame 
bakers and Dos Mariachi. 

On a personal note, I’d like to thank all 
the friends, neighbours, and Aurorans 
who have sent good wishes, prayers, cards, 
flowers and homemade goodies to my 
husband, Frank, following his recent heart 
by-pass surgery. I’m delighted to be able to 
report that, despite a small setback, he is 
recovering very well and should be well 
enough to join me at the final indoor market 
on March 29. 

See you at the indoor market!

NEW
AURORAN POLL

Continued on Page  19

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty has 
tabled Canada’s budget, Economic Action 
Plan 2014. I am pleased to see its continued 
focus on jobs and economic growth, even as 
it balances the books by next year. Here are 
just a few of  its highlights that will benefit 
Newmarket-Aurora:

Launching the Canada Job Grant to 
directly connect job seekers with employers 
and better align training with labour market 
needs.

Creating the Canada Apprentice Loan 
to provide apprentices registered in Red Seal 
trades access to over $100 million in interest-
free loans each year.

Ensuring Canadians are first-in-line 
for available jobs with a job matching 
service to match job seekers and employers 
on the basis of  skills, knowledge and 
experience. 

Supporting the automotive sector by 
investing $500 million in the Automotive 
Innovation Fund for significant new projects. 

Strengthening the apprenticeship 
system by introducing the Flexibility and 
Innovation in Apprenticeship Technical 
Training pilot project to develop new 
approaches.

Helping young entrepreneurs by 
investing $40 million for mentorship and 
financial support.

Renewing the Computer for Schools 
Program through a $36 million investment.

Increasing paid internships for post-
secondary graduates by investing $55 
million to create paid internships in small 
and medium-sized businesses and in high-
demand fields.  

Helping older workers return to work 
by investing $75 million in the Targeted 
Initiative for Older Workers to support older 
workers who want to participate in the job 
market. 

Capping wholesale domestic wireless 
roaming rates. 

Strengthening Canada’s food safety 
system by investing $390 million into food 
safety programs.

Better protecting seniors using 
financial services by requiring enhanced 
disclosure by banks.

Removing the HST on more health 
care products and services including 
acupuncture and naturopathic services, 
specialized eyewear for individuals with 
vision impairment and special training for 
those coping with the effects of  a disability.

Expanding tax relief under the 
Medical Expense Tax Credit including 
diabetes alert dogs and specialized therapy 
plans. 

Cutting red tape for small business by 
eliminating 800,000 payroll remittances for 
50,000 small businesses.

Eliminating the practice of pay-to-pay 
billing by ensuring banks are prohibited 
from charging for monthly printed credit 
card statements.

Investing in research & innovation by 
allocating $1.5 billion over the next decade for 
research at universities through the Canada 
First Research Excellence Fund.

Supporting conservation by investing 
$15 million to support the conservation of  
fish habitats. 

Protecting Canada’s National Parks 
with $390 million for improvements.

Expanding tax relief for green energy 
generation equipment.

Honouring Veterans by expanding the 
Funeral and Burial Program and ensuring 
Veterans and their families have access to 
Veterans Affairs 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

Implementing a Victim’s Bill of  
Rights and providing funding for a DNA-
based Missing Persons Index. 

Supporting charities by allowing them 
to use modern electronic tools to eliminate 
red tape.

Supporting seniors’ active living by 
investing another $10 million in the New 
Horizons for Seniors program.

Combatting prescription drug abuse 
by investing nearly $45 million. 

Investing in infrastructure and 
transportation with the historic New 
Building Canada Plan.

Promoting Canadian-made products 
by developing a “Made-in-Canada” campaign 
to promote high-quality Canadian products 
while also working to reduce internal 
barriers to trade.  

Supporting Canadians with disabilities 
looking to work by investing in the Ready, 
Willing & Able initiative and creating 
vocational training programs for persons 
with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

 
Transfers and Equalization 

As legislated, funding for health care will 
continue to grow to record levels from $30 
billion per year in 2013-14 to $38 billion per 
year in 2018-19. Ontario will receive almost 
$19.2B in federal transfers this year – an 
increase of  76% from under the old Liberal 
government, consisting of: 

over $12.3 billion through the Canada 
Health Transfer (CHT), an increase of  over 
$4.6B (or 60%) since 2006

over $4.8 billion through the Canada 
Social Transfer (CST), an increase of  almost 
$1.7B (or 53%) since 2006

almost $2 billion through Equalization.
The CHT will continue to grow at six per 

cent until 2017. Starting in 2018, the CHT 
will grow in line with a three-year moving 
average of  nominal gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth, with funding guaranteed 
to increase by at least three per cent per 
year. Based on long-term trends, it would be 
expected to grow in the range of  four per cent 
annually. 

Equalization is a program to support 
“have not” provinces, whose fiscal capacity is 
below the national average. It is determined 
through a standard, independent formula 
that is set in legislation. Since Ontario 
first qualified in 2009, our government 
has provided nearly $10B in Equalization 
payments to Ontario. Ontario’s Equalization 
entitlement declined by approximately 
$1.2B for 2014-15. This decrease reflects 
the province’s economic strength relative 
to other provinces. This is exactly how 
Equalization is supposed to work. 

Total Transfer Protection was introduced 
in 2010-11 to protect provinces from any 
decline in their total transfers. This program, 
which was tied to the recession, was always 
meant to be temporary. As 2014-15 is the first 
year in which data from the recession is no 
longer reflected in the calculation of  major 
transfer amounts, the program naturally 
ended. 

If  you would like to contact me on any issue, 
please call 905-953-7515 or visit my website at 
www.loisbrown.ca. I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Ottawa Report 

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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Previous Poll Results

Indoor market returns Saturday!

After nearly a month of debate, are you in favour of Aurora 
implementing a “clear bag” program for garbage?

Do you think initiatives like the Aurora 
Promenade Plan and Community 

Improvement Plan be successful in helping 
revitalize the Downtown Core?

a) Yes       b) No    c) Undecided

a) Yes   b) No    c) Undecided

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

And  
they’re off!

MARKET
MUSINGS

Jan Freedman

Well folks, we officially have a horse 
race.  

As of  Friday there were 4 candidates 
registered for the office of  Councillor 
with at least seven of  the eight (and 
perhaps all eight?) incumbents 
expected to register within the next 
month or two as well.

If  the past three elections are any 
measure of  interest, the number of  
candidates will probably round out at 
around 20 by the time the door closes 
on the registration period.

No acclimations, that’s for sure – 
and that’s a good thing.  Competition is 
a good thing.  A diversity of  opinions 
and visions are good for democracy. 
There’s nothing worse than the apathy 
that acclimations represent.  It means 
no one cares enough to challenge for 
the office. And worse still, no one cares 
enough to care that no one cares.

To me, that seems a real tragedy.  
One of  the most precious rights that 

we have in this country is the right to 
vote; the right to decide who governs on 
our behalf.  

It is not a right to take for granted, 
given that literally millions of  people 
still do not have that right.  I don’t mean 
to sound preachy, but I do think that 
we should never lose sight of  the fact 
that we are indeed very blessed to have 
a free society – and that that freedom 
came at great cost to so many.

So the multiple names on the ballot 
is a welcome sign.  Aurora’s political 
landscape may be many things, but 
apathetic is not one of  them.

As it stands, the electorate will 
have a wide diversity of  choices for 
the office of  councillor. Unlike other 
municipalities, Aurora has an at-large 
system of  representation, as opposed 
to a ward system.  We elect eight 
councillors to represent the entire town 
instead of  just one to represent our 
respective ward(s).

There are pluses and minuses with 
both methods of  representation, and I 
will do a separate column on the pros 
and cons of  a ward system at a later 
date. But speaking to what we currently 
have in Aurora, the at-large system 
presents an interesting challenge for 
the voting public.  

Voters choose up to eight people that 
they would like to see sit at the council 
table.  In essence, it rewards those 8 
candidates that have the most votes.  
Period.  There is no ranking. Just first 
eight past the post. 

And therein lays the problem. Many 
voters end up voting for eight people 
simply because they feel they have to 
– not because they think every one of  
them will do a good job. I have heard 
many, many people say things like “I 
have six names, but don’t know what 
to do about the final two…” and then 
they just choose two names randomly 
to round out their list of  chosen 
candidates. They feel like the HAVE to 
vote for eight names or else they have 
not truly voted. That’s a big mistake in 
my opinion.

Why? The problem with that 
approach, is that in doing so, in just 
randomly adding names to your list 
of  candidates for whom you’ve voted, 
you are giving the same weight to these 
throw away candidates as you do to 
the six that you actually endorse. You 
have given all eight an equal chance at 
election, when you only truly support 
six.

It is how we end up with some curious 
results, shall we say, at election time. 

St. Max Grade 12 
students, and art 
teacher Carlos Vi-
aes, held court at a 
sunny Aurora Cul-
tural Centre on Sat-
urday Afternoon 
after the opening 
of their art show. 
Their work is one 
of two exhibitions 
currently on dis-
play at the Centre, 
with the other be-
ing the Arctic-in-
spired work of King 
native Linda Lang. 
Both exhibitions 
run through March. 
Auroran photo by 
David Falconer
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Come In for a brand new culinary experience
at Hogan’s Inn under Executive Chef Magno 
Paulino, and meet Anna Elder and her team!

Call 905.833.5311 for Reservations

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You
Want To Be!

Like us on Facebook

Live Bands:

•$5.00 Martinis
• Appetizer Specials

Thursday is
Ladies Night

Friday, Feb. 21st –

High Rollers
Saturday, Feb. 22nd –

Adam’s Rib

Party at the Hunt Pub!

Upstairs David Pilkey will be 
playing beautiful music on the 

piano, February 26 and 27
Please call for Reservations

Beer Tasting
Friday, February 21st and
Saturday, February 22nd,
featuring various beers from
all over the world.

HUNT PUB HOURS: Tues.-Thurs. 4pm-11pm; Fri.-Sat. 4pm-2am

ONUMENTS BY 
HOMPSONST

* Granite markers and monuments 
* Cemetery lettering and restoration 
* Bronze markers and vases 
* Serving all cemeteries and nationalities
* Portrait Etchings

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments 

905-727-5421
530 Industrial Pkwy S., Aurora L4G 6W8 

Thompson Funeral Home is proud to be part of 
Service Corporation International (Canada) Ltd.

M
A New Approach to Memorial Design.

Oakridge Outfitters • Aurora Shopping Centre   14800 Yonge Street  • 905- 726-4063

 apparel

ALL WINTER COATS
50 %OFF

SAVE U
P 

TO70 %OFF All  apparelAll
***New Spring Arrivals not included in Sale - Prices as Marked

**

***

Cartise • Point-Zero • Cest-moi • Kut Denim • Columbia • Michael Kors • french Dressing • Mexx • Tribal • Sunice and more...

Check us out!

Prime Minister announces $53 
billion deal in Vandorf

By Brock Weir

So, the name might not be too 
creative but Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper announced a “historic” 10-year 
infrastructure deal last week which 
could enable communities across the 
country to get those creative juices 
flowing. 

The New Building Canada plan, 
which picks up where the Building 
Canada Plan leaves off, earmarks $53 
billion for what is billed as the largest, 
long-term infrastructure plan in 
Canadian history. 

The plan includes a Community 
Improvement Fund, which brings Gas 
Tax funding into the mix, providing 
over $32 billion to municipalities 
for roads, transit, and recreational 
facilities. $14 billion will be earmarked 
for a specific New Building Canada 
Fund of  $4 billion to “support projects 
of  national significance”, and a $10 
billion pot under 
a Provincial-
T e r r i t o r i a l 
Component for 
projects of  a local, 
regional, or national 
significance.

“The new plan 
sets aside $1 
billion exclusively 
for communities 
with less than 
100,000 people,” 
said Mr. Harper 
at Thursday’s announcement at the 
Whitchurch-Stouffville Museum in 
Vandorf, which was attended by local 
dignitaries including Aurora Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, King Mayor Steve 
Pellegrini, and Regional Chair Bill 
Fisch. “In addition to these funds, small 
communities are also eligible for some 
other funds, they can also apply for 
additional infrastructure investments 
through the Provincial or Territorial 
infrastructure component and the 
National Infrastructure Component a 
well.

“The second component of  our 
plan is the Community Improvement 
Fund consisting of  the incremental 
GST rebate for municipalities and the 
Gas Tax Fund. Our government has 
extended, doubled and indexed it and 
made it permanent.”

According to Mr. Harper, developing 
infrastructure, from roads to ports, is a 
priority his government tackled early 

on in their tenure, infrastructure that 
Canadian families deal with and rely 
upon on a day to day basis. Since the 
launch of  the first Building Canada 
Plan, over 43,000 infrastructure 
projects from coast to coast have been 
completed. 

“Okay, the name may not be original, 
but the money, $70 billion if  we count 
our own Federal Infrastructure 
Investments is new,” said Mr. Harper 
with a laugh. “We are delighted 
that the framework of  our New 
Building Canada Plan is complete 
and the result is provinces, territories 
and municipalities will now have 
unprecedented access to predictable, 
sustainable, federal infrastructure 
funds for a decade. This will allow those 
whose job it is to make infrastructure 
decisions to plan those decisions with 
assurances over the long term. 

“It is our plan to help fiscally grow 
a stronger, more prosperous Canada.”

Mr. Harper’s 
announcement 
was music to the 
ears of  the many 
Mayors, MPs, and 
other officials 
in attendance. 
Although they 
wouldn’t admit 
to seeing dollar 
signs in their 
eyes, they had no 
shortage of  ideas 
they would like 

to put forward for possible funding. 
“The really challenging thing 

from our point of  view is when these 
projects are announced, they are 
very short term and if  you don’t have 
something already on the books, then 
you miss out,” says Mayor Dawe. “With 
a 10 year window on this project, with 
a fixed amount of  funding reserved for 
municipalities of  100,000 population 
or less, it gives us a lot better visibility 
and a lot more opportunity to get into 
that program because we can plan 
properly. 

“If  you don’t have the famous shovel-
ready projects, then you haven’t really 
been able to take advantage of  these 
projects. Now you can do so a little 
more diligently.”

Such possible projects, he said, 
include the Joint Operations Centre, 
Community Space for Youth, and the 
possibility of  a new recreation facility 
in the south end of  Aurora. 

Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper 
made his “histor-
ic” announcement 
amid the histo-
ry of Vandorf’s 
W h i t c h u r c h -
Stouffville Mu-
seum last week.
Left, Thursday’s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t 
was attended by 
King Mayor Steve 
Pellegrini and 
Aurora Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe.

 
Auroran photo by 

Brock Weir

Aurora calls for a long-term Federal plan to  
“fix housing crunch”

By Brock Weir

Amid calls for more measures to 
help in last week’s Federal budget for 
more support on affordable houses in 
towns, cities and regions, Aurora took 
a step forward. 

Councillors last week approved a 
motion from Councillor Evelyn Buck to 
call on the Feds to develop a long-term 
plan to address the needs of  “young 
families, and supporting seniors and 
our most vulnerable citizens”, and 
“attract new workers” to boot.

“The high cost of  housing is the most 
urgent financial issue facing Canadians 
with one in four people paying more 
than they can afford for housing, and 
mortgage debt held by Canadians now 
standing at just over $1.1 trillion,” said 
Councillor Buck in her motion. “Those 
who cannot afford to purchase a home 
rely on the short supply of  rental units, 
which is driving up rental costs and 
making it hard to house workers in 
Regions experiencing strong economic 
activity.

“An inadequate supply of  subsidized 
housing for those in need is pushing 
some of  the most vulnerable Canadians 
onto the street, while $1.7 billion 
annually in Federal investments in 
social housing have begun to expire 
and the stakes are especially high for 
Ontario’s municipal governments as 
housing responsibilities have already 
been downloaded.”

Speaking to her motion at Council 
last Tuesday evening, she highlighted 
Newmarket’s success in making rental 
housing a reality through partnerships 
with the Region of  York, where 

responsibility ultimately lies. Small 
parcels of  land in and around town, she 
added, would be useful in smaller-scale 
developments of  affordable housing. 

“I don’t favour huge complexes, so if  
we pass the resolution, we can direct 
staff  to dig up the inventory that was 
made during the election of  all the 
parcels of  land the Town has and the 
Town owns to see if  there is something 
that would be suitable to offer the 
Region,” she said. “We need it as badly 
as any other community does and we 
have done nothing. The province has 
taken itself  out of  the business as well.”

Councillor Wendy Gaertner also 
spoke in favour of  the motion, although 
she said she was not in favour of  
everything within it but could support it 
because of  the percentage of  a person’s 
income that goes towards adequate 
housing. Councillor John Abel too 
voiced his support, noting making the 
Feds aware of  the affordable housing 
issue is something the Federation of  
Canadian Municipalities urges towns 
and cities to do at every opportunity. 

“There is a stigma as soon as we say 
‘affordable housing’,” said Councillor 
Abel. “It means social assistance 
housing and it connotes ghettos and 
that is not what it speaks to at all. 
We want our children to live in our 
community with us, and they can’t 
afford. The alternative is to rent…and 
they are moving to cities where there 
is affordable housing and we’re going 
to lose the opportunity for our young 
to seek careers in this area. We need to 
partner with the Federal government 
because we need them to steer it and 
create incentives.”
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equitable way to pay for this and it cannot 
just be the Town of  Aurora. There are 
enough stakeholders out there that there is 
the possibility we can help facilitate this.”

Councillor Thompson added he did 
not necessarily agree the Town needed to 
purchase the three properties in question at 
all, but said no stone can be left unturned. 
Councillors went into last week’s Council 
meeting poised to vote on an 18 month plan 
to make the municipal acquisition of  the 
three homes a reality, but he argued that was 
too long a process for such a transaction. 

“We need to be in the best possible 
position to leverage this opportunity,” he 
said. “We can only do that by doing our due 
diligence. [This] will accelerate the process 
if  this Council decides it is a worthy thing 
to pursue.”

Although Councillor John Abel said 
he was supportive of  going forward with 
purchasing the properties for a project, 
he said the word “park” should be taken 
off   the “Hillary McIntyre Park” moniker. 
For him, it was a redevelopment, but while 
he wanted to go ahead with the purchase, 
he said a delay would give them a greater 
chance of  coming up with a solid plan for 
the property.

“Let’s find some stakeholders and we can 
make an informed decision,” he said. 

Speaking in favour of  the 90-day delay, 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe said it was probably 
a fairer process “than an 18-month one-way 
agreement.”

“It will not get us the business plan that 
we are looking for, but it will get us closer 
to where we wish to be, which is, can we 
make this sustainable and will not cost the 
taxpayers. I think that is what we really 
want to know and what this will do for us. 
I think we owe it to be as clear as possible 
with how we work with the public. My 
concern with respect to urgency is that we 
protect our heritage and we protect it in a 
reasonable timeframe. We do that properly 
and we have to do that in the most fiscally 
prudent method possible.”

While Councillors appeared to be all on 
the same page in choosing the most “fiscally 
prudent” option for taxpayers, there was 
some disagreement in how to go about that. 
Councillor Sandra Humfryes, for instance, 
said while the delay had its merits, she was 
concerned it didn’t provide any security for 
the properties in that 90 day window. 

“I was hoping we would help with the 
buyer’s perspective, and I am hoping that 
a 90 day deferral will allow staff  the time to 
do what they need to do to better position us 
in making a decision and follow through 
with that ask,” she said. “We need to know 

if  [the property owners] will wait 90 days.”
Councillor John Gallo said the previous 

18 month plan contained the word 
“negotiate”, and that provided a greater 
degree of  comfort for him. 

The motion on the floor doesn’t hold the 
properties,” he said. “My preference is to 
continue taking some time digesting this 
and allowing staff  to do some more work 
[and send the message] don’t go and sell 
your home just yet.”

Added Councillor Ballard: “I am 
concerned that if  we defer for 90 days in 
search of  partners and government funding, 
will we get the model we want, or will we 
potentially have a proposal before us that 
doesn’t ultimately meet the test? Perhaps 
at that point we will move forward with the 
proper planning to ensure sustainability.”

“My living room feels bare without 
an area rug.  With so many different 
sizes, styles, patterns, and textures – 
how do I go about deciding on one?”
Feel free to send me your comments 

or questions to askjean@nichedecor.ca
That’s a great question because 

many don’t realize how important 
areas rugs are in a space.  They can 
either be the starting point or the 
finishing touch that brings the room 
together.  The right carpet can set the 
tone for an entire room. Its colours 
and patterns give soul to the space, 
bringing it to life and reflecting 
the personality of  the home and its 
owners. 

A rug serves many purposes – it 
can define a space, distinguishing 
areas in an open concept home. It can 
be a source of  comfort adding a soft 
layer between your feet and the floor 
or cushion the falls of  young children. 

Carpets also act to protect your 
floors from scratches and sun damage. 
Lastly, carpets are great for acoustics. 
They can reduce noise by absorbing 
excess vibrations as well as help to 
block the sound of  footsteps from 
travelling to the floor below.

When choosing a carpet, there are 
several factors to keep in mind. First, 
establish a budget. Selecting a price 
range that you are comfortable with 
will help to narrow the selection and 
make finding the right piece easier. 
Did you want to invest in a piece by 
spending a couple of  thousands of  
dollars or did you want something 
inexpensive to take the abuse of  
younger children?

Next is colour. What colours work 
in the space? Consider your personal 
taste as well as the colour of  the floor, 
walls and existing furniture.  You 
should search for a rug with the same 
zest as you would if  you were selecting 
a piece of  art. 

When deciding on a rug, quality 
is an extremely important factor. 
Premium natural fibers such as wool 
and silk are best for durability and 
your health. Both wool and silk are 
non-allergenic, fire retardant and 
wool in particular is stain resistant. If  

Imagine thirty to forty 
years ago if  you were told 
that lasers would replace 
scalpels in surgery or 
that robotic instruments 
would build cars; you 
may not have believed 
it. By the same token, 
would you believe that 
chiropractic treatments 
could be performed 
using a special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
engineering technologies 
have been able to 
uniquely blend with 
chiropractic in order to 
both analyze and treat 
the human body in such 
a way that was never 
before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean 
Eastman, “This new form of  computerized 
treatment is so gentle and effective, that it 
amazes even the most skeptical patients. It’s 
called the ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-
of-the-art technology in existence today, and 
the only one in the north Richmond Hill 
area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” 
He says that  “Even though traditional 
forms of  adjusting also work, people are 
drawn to this new technique because of  
how gentle it is and does not involve any 
twisting, especially in the neck. Many people 

love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 

Continued on page 15
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Heritage Park plan on ice for up to 90 days in hunt for private partnerships
By Brock Weir

In recent weeks, the focus of  an extensive 
“heritage park” on Yonge Street has shifted 
from a municipal project to securing 
private sector partners – now, Council 
has set a window of  90 says to see if  these 
opportunities actually exist. 

Councillors last week voted to delay any 
further negotiations on the purchase of  
three heritage properties on Yonge Street for 
90 days to gauge the business community, 
as well as wider potential private sector 
partners to see if  there is any interest on 
their part to get a piece of  the action.

According to Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, 
cursory calls by himself  and Aurora CAO 
Neil Garbe have given a positive indication 
there is interest out there.

“We chatted with some people in 
development and some people on the 
Ontario Heritage Trust to gauge where we 
might take this with respect to…private 
sector and other body interest,” said Mayor 
Dawe. “There was indeed some interest 
from the private sector and the Ontario 

Heritage Trust to see if  we might move 
forward with the discussions.”

Councillors voted 5 – 4 in favour of  
delaying things by 90 days. For proponents, 
it was a vital move to ensure there are 
partners there to avoid the risk of  going 
it alone, while others said they were 
concerned about what could happen to the 
three properties in question within those 90 
days. 

“By moving alone, we are missing out 
on some of  the biggest opportunities,” said 
Councillor Paul Pirri.

For Councillor Michael Thompson, 
making these calls to potential investors is 
all about doing the Town’s “due diligence” in 
exploring all options to protect the property 
and make sure the project is viable. 

“The idea of  creating something that 
would draw residents and visitors to 
the downtown core to help preserve and 
promote our heritage, as well as serve as an 
additional catalyst to the revitalization of  
the downtown, those are all worthy pursuits 
and I am appreciative of  the group bringing 
forth the idea,” he said. “There must be an 

Public has sharp 
words, suggestions 
for Heritage plan

By Brock Weir

Plans for a $10 million “heritage 
park” combining three landmark 
properties on Aurora’s north stretch of  
Yonge Street have been put on ice for up 
to three months – but members of  the 
public have some heated views on how 
the project has proceeded so far. 

In the works for over two years, the 
project as originally proposed would 
incorporate Hillary House, Aurora’s 
only National Historic site, currently 
owned by the Aurora Historical Society 
(AHS), Horton Place at the corner 
of  Yonge Street and Irwin Avenue, 
currently owned by AHS president 
John McIntyre, and the home in the 
middle owned by realtor Bruce Spragg, 
into a four acre heritage destination.

As Council looks for potential 
partners to help make the project a 
reality, some members of  the AHS cried 
foul at assumptions made that Hillary 
House would be up for grabs last week.

Speaking at the Society’s Annual 
General Meeting held Thursday 
night in the Hillary House ballroom, 
long-time AHS members Carol Way 
and Helen Roberts, the latter a past 

eco-friendly design is something that 
is important to you, it’s good to note 
that wool is a renewable resource. 

It also acts as an insulator making 
a space feel warmer in the winter 
months, and cooler on a hot summer 
day.  Hopefully we start having some 
of  those again soon! 

On the topic of  quality, pay attention 
to the craftsmanship of  the rug. A 
more intricate design and higher 
number of  knots are good indicators 
of  a better quality carpet. Industry 
professionals have likened the knots 
of  a rug to pixels in an image. The 
more knots, the better the design 
resolution. 

My clients often ask what size rug is 
right for their space. I opt to go by the 
size of  the room rather than the size of  
the furniture. The larger the rug, the 
larger the room feels. The scale of  the 
piece should be in line with the rest of  
the space. I like to consider the volume 
of  the room, ceiling height, and the 
size of  any other décor elements.  

A high quality carpet will have the 
same impact as a beautiful piece of  
art. Take your time looking around, 
ask questions, take photos and have 
fun with it. Most carpet retailers will 
give you the option of  sampling their 
rugs in your space so you can get a 
better feel for the colour and pattern 
in your room.  Once you’ve found the 
right piece you’ll know. You’ll fall in 
love with it all over again, every time 
you enter your room.

What are you doing to create a 
casual elegance to come home to?

Stay Connected with Us!
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Aurora says thanks, but no thanks to Provincial counter-offer on sports lands
By Brock Weir

Aurora might need the help of  its 
MPP to ensure local soccer teams have 
the room they need to play. 

Following last week’s meeting, 
Councillors will be looking to MPP 
Frank Klees for help in securing the 
lease on a parcel of  land currently 
owned by the Ontario Infrastructure 
and Lands Corporation (OILC) to create 
five acres of  sports fields for current 
user groups. 

After several false starts, and 
additional requirements handed 
down from the Province, however, the 
Town and the Province appear to have 
reached an impasse in making the deal 
at 100 Bloomington Road a reality.

In a report before Council last 
week, Al Downey, Aurora’s Director 
of  Parks and Recreation said Council 
had previously approved the license 
agreement in principle, but the 
Province has continued to put up 
new obstacles. Among these were 
requirements by Aurora to undertake 
a hydrogeological investigation on 
the site, along with an archaeological 
survey and an assessment on how using 
the land would affect species at risk.

“These requirements, although not 
fully divulged by the OILC during our 
initial discussions, were required and 
conditional on OILC entering a licence 
agreement for the Town’s use of  the 
lands,” said Mr. Downey. “Acting in 
good faith…staff  completed all of  the 
studies over the summer of  2013.

“Upon receipt of  the revised draft 
licence agreement, it was evident that 
there had been significant revisions to 
the financial requirements, whereby 
the Town would now be required to 
pay an annual fee of  $18,000, up from 
the $1,000 annual fee proposed in the 
initial draft agreement. Staff  discussed 
this issue and it appears the fees will 
not be reduced as it is OILC policy to 
require any lessee to pay fees that are 

based on the highest and best use value 
for any OILC property. In fact, OILC 
have indicated that their evaluation 
and consideration of  the licence fee 
represents a value that is well below its 
highest and best use and they intend 
to support these fees based on the 
proposed interim use values related to 
parkland.”

Staff  recommended to Council they 
not follow through with the license 
agreement under these terms and they 
were all too happy to comply. Speaking 
to Councillors, Mr. Downey added that 
Mr. Klees was “instrumental” in a 
first intervention when the Town was 
looking at this property and his office 
now has a formal request by the Town 
to tackle it once more. 

Councillors, however, wanted to take 
this one step further and send a clear 
message to the province.

“We should make it clear this re-
alignment from when this negotiation 
started is not satisfactory,” said 
Councillor John Abel. “The government 
could change and there might be 
another person within the Province 
that might take a more practical aspect 
of  what we’re trying to deal with and 
that is land just sitting there unused 
that we can use to kick a soccer ball, 
which we dearly need in this Town. 
I think it is up to the Province to say 
we’ll work something out with you, 
not 50 times the amount we started out 
with.”

Similar views were given by 
Councillor Chris Ballard, who said 
he believed Aurora had a “handshake 
deal” on the land at “considerably less” 
and he was disappointed there seemed 
to be some reneging. For Councillor 
Michael Thompson, Aurora had to give 
Ontario a clear direction.

“We need to clearly say this is 
unacceptable,” he said. “We had what 
we thought was a deal and they changed 
the terms, we’re not interested. Let’s 
continue that dialogue to see if  there 
is a secondary path that could provide 

some leverage or an opportunity for 
us to do this. I agree with Mr. Downey: 
thanks, but no thanks.’”

Added Councillor Buck, noting 

Councillor Ballard’s standing for 
provincial election: “Maybe we should 
just wait for Councillor Ballard to be 
elected and he will look after it for us!”

Town calls on Ontario to  
introduce recall elections

By Brock Weir

A motion calling on the Province to put the wheels in 
motion on legislation giving voters the opportunity to turf  
their public officials if  they lose the confidence of  the people 
that put them in office was passed by Aurora Councillors last 
week.

The motion, originally introduced in January by Councillor 
Paul Pirri, calls on the province to consider implementing 
legislation to recall municipally-elected officials, arguing 
this would be a more effective way of  dealing with Council 
members who have fallen short in their conduct. 

“Significant damage can be caused in a four year 
period should an elected official act to the detriment of  the 
municipality,” said Councillor Pirri in his notice of  motion. 
“It is not the most effective use of  time for municipal 
representatives to police one another through Codes of  
Conduct and Integrity Commissioners and penalties that can 
be imposed through Codes of  Conduct are relatively minor. 
There is a problem with Codes of  Conduct and Integrity 
Commissioners being used for political purposes and Codes 
of  Conduct have proven ineffective in curtailing detrimental 
behaviour.”

In other jurisdictions where recall elections could take 
place, a sitting elected official could get called up for re-
election should they be seen as having lost the confidence of  
the voters if  a very high threshold of  the electorate – often 
between 45 per cent and 50 per cent of  eligible voters – came 
together to sign a petition to turf  the elected official. They 
would then have to face the voters once again to see if  this 
public confidence would be restored.

The Councillor’s motion was approved at Council 5 – 4 with 
Councillors Evelyn Buck, Chris Ballard, Wendy Gaertner, and 
John Gallo voting against. 

While Councillor Buck said she was not in favour of  any 
legislation that would remain beholden to a four year term of  
office, arguing that three years was sufficient for any Council 
term, the others said they still had hopes that Codes of  Conduct 
and Integrity Commissioners could be used effectively at the 
table. 

“I think the last Council with the Code of  Conduct was 
trying to do something like this without making it so extreme,” 
said Councillor Wendy Gaertner. “I don’t feel very comfortable 
about the motion.”

Councillor Ballard, on the other hand, said the motion had 
good “intent” in holding Councillors accountable for their 
behaviour but cited examples in British Columbia where 
he says he has come to see constant recall elections as a 
“detriment to good government.”

“I know this motion is more focused on the behaviour 
rather than keeping political promises, but I fear this could 
be misused if  there were a number of  dedicated opponents to 
certain elected officials who could use this type of  legislation 
to wreak havoc,” he said. “From that perspective, I am nervous 
about how we handle the behaviour of  Councillors. 

“I would rather have the government sort out its Code of  
Conduct and Integrity Commissioner legislation first before 
it looks at this type of  legislation. I think that if  that was 
improved, it would probably deal with the issues Councillor 
Pirri is concerned about, and that we’re all concerned about.”

Nevertheless, the idea won the support of  Council and with 
the majority vote, word of  their support for this legislation 
will be sent to Premier Kathleen Wynne, as well as other 
municipalities in Ontario to garner their support as well.

“I think if  you have that many people coming out to say 
we don’t have the support of  the general electorate, who am 
I to argue with the public at large?” said Councillor Pirri. 
“I do think from a democratic standpoint it is definitely 
beneficial giving citizens the right of  ensuring the individuals 
representing them are representing them. 

“There would have to be mechanisms in place to ensure 
that the individuals signing the petition are who they say they 
are, but I think at the core, at this basic level, all we are doing 
is requesting that the province look into this and study it.”

Check out 

the 

ARCTIC 

ADVENTURE 

PICTURES 

on page 16
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At Learning Ability, we specialize in a proven and incredibly successful therapy for
correcting learning disabilities in both adults and children.

The breakthrough program enables participants to function in a regular classroom
or office setting without external aids. Best of all, no one will even know that they are
using the special tools taught in our sessions. Only the positive results will be visible.

If you, your children or someone you know suffers from a learning disability, we
can help with attainable solutions that get to the root of the problems.

For more detailed information, to get a free no-obligation
information package, or to book a free consultation,

please contact Maureen O’Sullivan, BSc and
Certified Davis Facilitator at

(905) 853-3363
maureen@learningability.org

www.learningability.org

Learning disabilities

hurt
Advertorial

“My son is happily going to school now. For him it was like being let out of jail.”
– Mother of Learning Ability Program participant

We can help now with
• Dyslexia (reading)
• Dyscalculia (mathematics)
• Dysgraphia (writing)
• Dyspraxia (coordination)
• ADD (attention)

• ADHD (attention   
and hyperactivity)

• Conditions on the
Autism spectrum

The ribbon was officially cut last week on the latest development in Aurora’s 2C 
area. Brookfield Homes’ Arbors development was opened by Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe, who was joined at the site with, from left, Jim Kyle, special projects man-
ager for the Town, Aurora CAO Neil Garbe, Councillor John Abel, Marc Thibault, 
Vice President of sales and marketing for Brookfield, Pete Schut, Vice President 
of land acquisition and development, and Marco Ramunno, Director of Planning 
for the Town. Arbors, just west of Leslie Street and St. John’s Sideroad, will be 
surrounded by woodlots and trails with many amenities nearby. The site will be 
open to the general public on Saturday at 1 p.m. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

additional space there. They have space, 
so Desjardins may be able to look at 
rationalizing and building some new 
space there because they have some 
pretty high rent space in Downtown 
Toronto.” 

To see growth in action, Mayor 
Dawe says one only needs to look as 
far as the intersection of  Yonge and 
Wellington for some prime examples. 
Although it is not “in your face”, it 
is happening. $10 million in private 
money has been invested within a two 
minute walk of  the busy four corners, 
he says, citing Aw, Shucks! renovating 
and taking over the former home of  
Thompson’s Furniture, the recent 
sale of  Aurora Downtown Hardware 
to a new property owner, and, on the 
northwest corner, the purchase of  the 
Dollarama and LW plaza to developers 
who are “progressive and looking 
to do something with it and not just 
parking tenants there and getting 
cash flow.”

“I think that speaks volumes to 
where we can actually move our 
businesses,” says Mayor Dawe.

To make that happen, there are a 
number of  plans in the works that 
will work in conjunction with each 
other. The most impactful of  these, 
he says, will be the Community 
Improvement Plan, which will also be 
up for discussion by Councillors this 
week. 

The plan outlines a number of  
initiatives, each coming with a cost, 
to stimulate downtown business 
including tax breaks, the deferral 
of  development charges, and façade 
improvement programs. 

“Both the business sector and the 
government sector dance around 
getting skin in the game and I think 
this is an opportunity for us to say 
we’re putting skin in the game. Let’s 
get something going because if  a 
private business wants to invest and 
save their store front and fix that up, 
we will also step into that and put 
some money towards that. If  we both 
have skin in the game, we are both 
motivated to make it work.”

Selling the plan to the public 
that this is where some of  their tax 
dollars should be going is something 
he admits will be a challenge and a 
“burr under some saddles.” Mayor 
Dawe sticks to his philosophy that 
“a rising tide floats all boats” and a 
successful business community, with 
some public investment, will translate 
into a successful community overall – 
more jobs here at home, less of  a need 
to commute, and morning and rush 
hour gridlock a thing to avoid. 

As much as the Municipality can do 
to stimulate growth and development, 
the Federal and Provincial 
Governments need to step up to the 
plate as well, he argues. To this end, 
Mayor Dawe says what is needed is a 
strong National Transit Strategy to 
stimulate the economy and get people 
out of  their cars. 

“A number of  905 mayors met 
with the Premier last week talking 
exactly about transportation 
services, how we’re going to pay for 
and implement them, and the whole 
need for a comprehensive strategy,” 
he says. “Interestingly enough, 
although Toronto will probably be 
the one garnering the biggest benefit 
out of  any Strategy, they are most 
underrepresented. The 905 Mayors 
are really on side with the need to do 
this and the need to pay for it, firmly 
on side.”

The 905 Mayors are also keeping 
a watchful eye on education and are 
almost uniformly on side with seeking 
a post-secondary institution in their 
own hometowns. Aurora, however, 
recently lost a foothold in the game 
after talks to bring in a satellite 
campus with a university, namely the 
University of  Windsor, fell through. 

“They have decided not to move 
ahead,” says Mayor Dawe. “We 
wanted to talk to Windsor because 

one of  the concerns is you don’t want 
to cannibalize your current base. 
Windsor does not have a population 
from the GTA and this would have 
potentially been an opportunity for 
them to expand their student base. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t work out but 
we’re working on other options. Every 
municipality in York Region has 
got nibbles [from universities] and 
everyone is playing it close to their 
vests.”

That wasn’t the only recent 
disappointment on a post-secondary 
level as talks to bring a Fab Lab, in 
partnership with Seneca College 
and the Region of  York, into Aurora, 
potentially converting the old Aurora 
Public Library building, came to a 
halt. 

“Unfortunately, it does not look like 
it is going to go ahead in the form that 
we envisioned,” says Mayor Dawe. 
“They had a change in some of  their 
senior management and that has 
been, at the very least, been put on 
hold while they re-examine the issue.”

With that, the conversation 
surrounding Library Square has 
changed and further options will soon 
be coming forward, he says, revisiting 
previously examined potential for the 
site. 

Mayor Dawe is expected to use 
this week’s Luncheon to announce 
his intentions regarding this year’s 
municipal election. For updates, 
check back at www.theauroran.com. 

From page 1

Growth remains steady but Aurora’s 
post-secondary prospects cool: Mayor
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AMHA RESULTS 

AMHA Game
Results 

Feb. 9 - Feb. 16,
2014

House League
110 Timbits - Philly Orange:
2
Justin Gao 1G 1A, Nick Fryer
1G, Jack Reeves 2A,  Lucas
Ellerby 1A,   
106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:
7  
Andrew Mariani 2G 2A, Brennan
Mangat 1G 2A, Owen Cauley
3G, Easton Bailey 1G 2A, Leo
Lagasse 2A,  Brock Lobreau
1A,  Christian Aitas 1A,
Thomas Koteff 1A,    

101 Timbits - Montreal Red:
9
Daniel Kostoff 5G 2A, Rylan
Wilson 3G, Jack Procyk 1G 3A,
Alex Frantellizzi 1A,   
104 Timbits - Edmonton Blue:
1  
Andrew Vaughan 1G,   

201 Caravan Kids - Montreal
Red:   2  
Tristan Aben 1G, Jacob
Anselmo 1G,  
204 Caravan Kids - Edmonton
Blue:   3  
Daniel Nozdrachez 1G, Andrew
Mettel 1G, Owen Jacobs 1G,   

205 Caravan Kids - Chicago
Black:   5  
Alex Weir 5G,  
203 Caravan Kids - New York
White:   2  
Stefano DeAppollonia  1G, Jake
Riddell 1G,   

201 Caravan Kids - Montreal
Red:   1  
Tristan Aben 1G,  
202 Caravan Kids - Nashville
Yellow:   1  
Joseph Travato 1G,   

601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   4  
Tarik Soliman 1G, Evan
Robertson 1G 1A, Dylan
Anderson 1A,  Matthew Cowl
2A,  Giuliano Iervasi 1G, Jason
Iaboni 1G,  
607 Caruso & Company:   7 
Mason Barone 3G, Austin
Martin 1G, Carter Beacom 2G,
Attila Incze 1A,  Aaron Murphy-
Sealy 1G, Ben Fulford 1A,    

604 Optimist Club of Aurora:
6  
Matthew Pelan 1G, Anthony
Miranda 2G 1A, Kyle Trumper
1G, Liam Vivian 1G, Brian
Turner 1G, Christian Romas 1A,   
610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   3 
Luke Pignatelli 1G 1A, Griffin
Charnely 1G, Christopher
McGee 1A,  Wolfgang Gross
1A,  Giancarlo DeAppollonia 1A,
Christian Fermo 1G 1A,   

805 York Region Auto:   4  
Ben Pitre 2G, Raffaele Parente
1A,  Josh Fallavollita 1G 1A,
Jack Snedden 1A,  Jack
Chivers 1A,  Andrew End 1A,
Matthew Vassos 1G,  
801 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   2  
Jack Dion 1G, Alexandre
Meunier-Geoffroy 1A,  William
Morin 1G,   

808 Inaria:   2  
Troy Lane 1G, Dylan Cowell
1G, Andrew Negri 1A,  Brad
Shennan 1A,  David Tonelli 1A,   
811:   4  
Callum Gorell 3G, Jeff Crowe
1G 2A, Brayden Reid 1A,    

807 Sundance Signs:   2  
Ethan Brooks 2G, Nicholas
Keizer 1A,  Justin Carcone 2A,
Nathan Sherrard 1A,   
805 York Region Auto:   6  
Josh Fallavollita 2G, Raffaele
Parente 1G 1A, Brayden Pitre

1G 1A, Cameron End 1A,
Brandon Hui 1A,  Vyktoria
Brochu 1A,  Ben Pitre 1A,
Matthew Vassos 1G, Adam
Vanderkolff 1A,  Dalton Slind
1G 1A, Andrew End 1A,    

909 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:
5  
902 Mayfair Systems:   6  

908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   3  
Mathew Iezza 2G, Jiyan
Yilmaser 1G, Domenic Fiorini
2A,  Riley Weller 1A,  Stewart
Reid 1A,  Alex Carter 1A,   
907 Aurora Lodge #148 IOOF:
0  

901 Pizzaville Aurora:   3  
Michael Dowling 1G, Andrew
Klinowski 2G, David Townshend
1A,  Adam Wilson 1A,   
905 VEGFRESH:   4  
Austin Waite 1G, Anthony
Orlandi 1G, Joey Stipec 1G 1A,
Patrick Bourrie 1G, Joey Leger
1A,  Bryan Leany 1A,  Mathew
MacDonald 1A,  Patrick Bourrie
1A,    

1006 Jonathan's:   1  
1003 Ice Photo's Puck
Bandits:   2  

1002 ATS Healthcare:   1  
1007:   5  

1005 ADC Aluminium:   4  
1001 :   2  

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   5  
1008 Winchurch
Environmental Inc.:   2  

1007:   4  
1001 :   2  

1006 Jonathan's:   6  
1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   2  

1002 ATS Healthcare:   1  
1005 ADC Aluminium:   0  

Rep League
Tyke - 
Richmond Hill: 3
Select A : 1 
Jared McNeil 1G,   
Tyke -
Richmond Hill: 3
Select A: 2  
Marcus Gingl 1G, Jacob Belisle
1G, Nicholas Ferrante 1A,   

Novice A - 
Richmond Hill: 5 
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Novice AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Newmarket: 3 
Dimoulas, Thomas 1G, Dodd,
William 1G, Mc Namara, Owen
1G, Pridham, Tyler 1A,  Barber,
Charlie  2A,  Wilhelm, Lucas
1A,   

Novice A - 
Nobleking: 4
Aurora Tigers: 2  
Will Vincent 1A,  Jack Hargrave
1G, Adam DiGioacchino 1G,
Tyler Hewitt 1A,  Cristian
Pisapia 1A,   

Novice A - 
Richmond Hill: 2
Aurora Tigers: 0  

Novice AA -
Aurora  Tigers: 1 
Georgina: 0  
Dang, Lucas  1G, Dimoulas,
Thomas 1A,    

Novice AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Markham: 0 
Mc Namara, Owen 1G,
Dimoulas, Thomas 1G, Dodd,
William 1G, Kristof, Norbert  1G
1A, Wilhelm, Lucas 1A,
Pridham, Tyler 1A,  Windle,
Nathan 1A,  Barber, Charlie

1A,   

Novice A - 
Nobleking: 4 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Tyler Hewitt 1G, Gavin Veloso
1A,    

Minor Atom AE - 
Barrie: 3
Aurora Tigers: 2  
Malcolm Parkinson 1G, Kevin

Wasserman 1A,  David Durbano
1A,  Ethan Powell 1G, Nolan
Chiarelli 1A,   

Minor Atom AA - 
TNT: 1 
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Minor Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Newmarket: 0 

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Barrie: 2  
Ethan Powell 1G, Nolan
Chiarelli 1G, Malcolm Parkinson
1G, Josh Mcleod 1A,  Matthew
Keizer 1A,  Vince Russo 1A,
Kevin Wasserman 1A,    

Minor Atom AA -
TNT: 1
Aurora  Tigers: 0  

Minor Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 2
Barrie: 2  
Matthew Keizer 2G, Ethan
Powell 2A,  Josh Mcleod 1A,   

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Bradford: 2  
Ayden Whilby 1G, Michael More
1G, Todd Cook 1G, Michael
Crowe 1A,  Gavin Loria 1A,    

Atom AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Newmarket: 1  
Riley Pearl 1G, Tyler Cox 1A,
Alex Morra 1A,  George Rappos
Jr.  1G 1A, 

Atom A - 
Barrie: 5  
Aurora Tigers: 2
Michael Crowe 1A,  Ayden
Whilby 1G, Gavin Loria 1G,
Dylan Andersen 1A,    

Atom A -
Barrie: 3
Aurora  Tigers: 1  
Ayden Whilby 1G, Dylan
Andersen 1A,   

Atom AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 2
TNT: 1  
Ryan Catania 1G, Ethan Belisle
1G,  

Atom AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 4 
Newmarket: 3 
Ryan Weeks 2G, Lucas De
Palma 1G, Tyler Cox 1G,
Jordan Dimatulac 2A,  Alex
Morra 1A,  George Rappos Jr.
1A,   

Minor Peewee AE -
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Newmarket: 0  
Ian Hilgendorff 1G, Logan
Kidder 2G, Geoffrey Wilson 1G,
Brennan Powell 1A,  Carson
Tidd 1A,  Carson Klein 1A,    

Minor Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Orillia: 1  

Minor Peewee A - 
Orillia: 4
Aurora Tigers: 1  

Minor Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4  
Newmartket: 3
Geoffrey Wilson 1G, Justin Just
1G, Logan Kidder 1G, Carson
Tidd 1G 1A, Ian Hilgendorff 2A,   

Peewee AE -

Aurora  Tigers: 4 
Richmond Hill: 3  
Rony Wahab 1G, Ryan
Funston-Clarke 1A,  Cory Read
1A,  Russell Tanaka 1G, Noah
Dempsey 1A,  Owen Romano
1G, Jack Patterson 1A,  Jeremy
Gonsalves 1G, Sebastian
Negulescu 1A,    

Peewee AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 1  
Barrie: 1

Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Markham: 1 
Jeremy Gonsalves 2G 1A,
Carson Williams 1G 2A,
Sebastian Negulescu 1A,  Rony
Wahab 1G, Cory Read 1A,
Jack Campbell 1A,   

Peewee AA -
Barrie: 5 
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Peewee AE -
Richmond Hill: 5
Aurora  Tigers: 1  
Luke Catania 1G,  

Peewee AA -
Barrie: 2
Aurora  Tigers: 0  

Minor Bantam AA - 
TNT: 5
Aurora Tigers: 0  

Minor Bantam A - 
Innisfil: 1  
Aurora Tigers: 0

Minor Bantam AA -  
Georgina: 7  
Aurora Tigers: 0

Minor Bantam AE - 
TNT: 5
Aurora Tigers: 2  
Anthony Capraro 1G 1A, Colin
Windle 2A,  Nicholas
Vamvakaris 1G,  

Minor Bantam A - 
Markham: 5
Aurora Tigers: 1  
Lucas Surace 1G, Mathew
Hastings 1A,   

Minor Bantam AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
TNT: 2  

Bantam A - 
Innisfil: 6
Aurora Tigers: 3  
Curtis Romanchych 2G, Jack
Camplin 1G, Devlin Kauffeldt
1A,  Alexander Simardone 1A,   

Bantam AA - 
Markham: 2 
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Bantam AA - 
Markham: 3
Aurora Tigers: 2 

Bantam AA - 
Markham: 2  
Aurora Tigers: 0

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 2  
Newmarket: 4
Bryan Manweiler 2G, Tristan
Kuchar 1A,  Deven Deguara 1A,
Christian Arcuri 1A,   

Minor Midget A -
East Gwillimbury: 4
Aurora Tigers: 3  

Minor Midget A - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Newmarket: 1  

Minor Midget AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Newmarket: 1  
Richard Hache' 1G 1A, Zack
Phillips 1G 1A, Bryan Manweiler
1A,  Cameron Zinner 1A,     

Midget AE - 
TNT: 5
Aurora Tigers: 2  



THE AURORAN, Thursday, February 20, 2014              Page 11

Vol. 14  No 16  905-727-3300 FREE      Week of February  20, 2014theauroran.com

SPORTS
150

CAN
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

15900 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3
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Country Harvest 
bread
selected varieties, 675 g
381216

Casa 
Mendosa 
7" tortillas
original or whole wheat
340 g  314150

See back page for fl yer details.

Valuplus 
hamburger or 
hot dog buns
12’s
317216

PKG. OF 4
chocolate croissants
982074

Vachon 
snack cakes
selected varieties, 
202-336 g  698616

cheese or 
jalapeno cheese 
bread
sliced or unsliced, 
470 g
623270

Farmer’s Market™ 
coffee cake
selected varieties, 850 g  743248

Paczki donuts
selected varieties
pkg. of 4
277925

Annette’s 
white or chocolate 
mini cupcakes
283 g 
129214/616046
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UP TO
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SAVE
UP TO

2.51

OR
2.50
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1.71/lb

SAVE
5.01

Thousands of in-store.
How will you redeem** your             ?  Sign up today! Visit pcplus.ca

**minimum redemption 20,000 points

200ea
SAVE
1.62

boneless pork loin roast or
Club Pack® chops centre and
rib portion or pork side ribs
cryovac package  607185

Atlantic lobster tails
5-6 oz., previously frozen
847858

Quaker cereal 350-560 g,
Quaker oats or
instant oatmeal 216-1 kg
106976

Jamieson vitamins
& supplements
selected varieties & sizes
Please see in-store for additional offers.  673635

PC® cheese bar 500 g,
PC® shreds 340 g, Black
Diamond Cheestrings 336 g
or Saputo Mozzarellissima
cheese bar 500 g, selected varieties  
187033

whole pineapple ea.
product of Costa Rica,
cored pineapples 600 g
product of Costa Rica
Prepared fresh in-store daily.
or avocados 5 ct. bag
product of Mexico  722014

Prices effective Friday, February 21st to Thursday, February 27th, 2014. See back page for fl yer details.

Classico pasta sauce
or bruschetta mix
selected varieties, 218-650 mL
134079
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Thousands of in-store.
How will you redeem** your             ?  Sign up today! Visit pcplus.ca

**minimum redemption 20,000 points

Prices effective Friday, February 7th to Thursday, February 13th, 2014. See back page for fl yer details.

Maxwell House
ground coffee
selected varieties

631/925 g
769356

Tropicanna 100%
Pure Premium

orange juice or
Simply Orange

1.75 L, selected varieties
704831

Kraft Singles processed 
cheese slices 500 g 
or Philadelphia cream cheese 
400 g, selected varieties  440019/243325

fresh
Atlantic
salmon 

portions
142 g

fresh seafood
subject to
availability

485165

red, yellow
or orange

sweet peppers
product of Mexico

or Spain
or asparagus

product of Mexico
no. 1 grade

744913

CLUB PACK® 
PC® Blue Menu® chicken 
breasts or thighs fresh, boneless, 
skinless, Air Chilled, Canadian raised and grain fed  573016

3 DAYS ONLY!
February 7 - 9 

40% OFF ALL
CANDLES

Choose from jar candles, pillars,
tapers, votives + tealights
*see inside fl yer for details

*

177
lb

348 ea

697ea298ea288 ea

SAVE
2.51

SAVE
1.00

SAVE
UP TO

1.91
SAVE

UP TO

3.11

3.90
/kg

498 lb
10.98
/kg

SAVE
UP TO

2.09/lb
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SOME CONDITIONS APPLY

ALUE BEYOND
UMBERS

LICENCED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
IS PLEASED TO OFFER OUR 16TH ANNUAL 
FREE SENIORS TAX PREPARATION 

(Individual maximum gross income - $18,000) 
(Families maximum gross income - $32,000) 
(Investment Income does not qualify) 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2014 
4:00 P.M. – 7:00 p.m. 
VOLUNTEERS 
Kathy van Nostrand, CGA   Teresa Ariganello 
Brian Roberts, CGA, LPA   Laura Moffatt 
Marilyn Card   Clare Ladner, CGA 
Patsy Pugh

144 Wellington Street East 
Aurora, ON

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
PLEASE CALL Marilyn Card 
at 905-727-8046 ext. 21 to make an appointment

Tigers scratched but unscathed  
after bout with Cougars

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers went into last week 
hoping for another four points against 
Cobourg and Pickering, but were unable 
to come out unscathed.

After losing 6 – 2 to the Cobourg 
Cougars on Friday night, the Tigers 
rebounded with a 5 – 1 win against 
Pickering on Saturday.

Head coach James Richmond said his 
team didn’t seem to have it right from 
the get go against the Cougars.

“Last night our top guys were bad,” 
he said Saturday. “It’s not that they were 
just good or average, they were bad. I 
addressed it after the game last night and 
addressed what we needed to do tonight 
to bounce back and the guys that played 
bad last night were better tonight. Still 
not as good as they can be, but better.”

Things didn’t start off  too poorly for 
the Tigers, as defenceman Eric Williams 
scored his 14th goal of  the season at 14:59 
of  the first to give his club a 1 – 0 lead.

With the score tied up to start the 
second period, Robert Angiolella put 
the Tigers ahead once again on a goal 
assisted by Michael Laidley and Curtis 
Warren.

But it would be all Cobourg from there 
as they scored five unanswered goals in 
the final 25 minutes of  the game to hand 
the Tigers a rare 6 – 2 loss.

“I think we were waiting for stuff  
to happen instead of  going out there 
and doing it,” said defenceman Austin 
Rigney. “We were fishing for pucks last 
night instead of  getting them and I 
think it showed on the scoreboard with 
how many shots we had.”

Rigney, who joined the Tigers late 
this season after coming over in a trade 
from Orangeville, has played a valuable 
role on the blue line for Aurora, even 
drawing some praise from his coach.

“He’s been solid. He’s been a top D for 
us back there,” Richmond said. “He puts 

in some good minutes on the penalty kill 
and on five on five and on the back end 
of  the power play. He’s a guy that can 
settle things down there and can skate 
us out of  trouble a lot. He’s been great 
for us.”

On Saturday night, the Tigers looked 
a lot more like themselves against the 
Pickering Panthers.

Veteran playmaker Dylan Sikura 
ignited the offence for the Tigers, potting 
a shorthanded goal just a minute and a 
half  into the game.

Goalie Kevin Entmaa said the Tigers 
knew they wanted to come out of  the 
gate hard.

“After yesterday we knew how bad we 
wanted it after losing one like that, so we 
just came tonight and brought our all for 
the full 60 minutes,” he said. “Everyone 
showed up and we played our game right 
from the start.”

Taylor McCloy scored his 27th goal 
of  the season in the first, while Alex 
Gilmour, Laidley and Angiolella scored 
second period goals.

Pickering added one to make it 5 – 1 
at the end of  the second and that’s the 
score that would end up sticking.

Entmaa didn’t face many shots, but 
made some big saves to keep his team 
ahead. He ended up stopping 22 shots to 
give him 27 wins on the season so far.

The Tigers are heading into their 
final week of  play with just two games 
left. They play Buffalo on Friday night 
and Stouffville Saturday night, both at 
7.30 p.m. at the ACC.

Entmaa said he is hoping his team 
can bring a similar game that they had 
against Pickering.

 “We just need to play like we did in 
this game, roll into next Friday and play 
a full 60 minutes against Buffalo and 
then Stouffville,” he said. “Those will 
be two tough games as well, so that’ll be 
good going into the playoffs just to keep 
that pace up.”

Panthers take Silver Stick Tourney again
Submitted by Ryan Essex

The Aurora Panthers emerged as 
champs in the 15th annual International 
Silver Stick Girls Finals held in Aurora 
this month. The tournament started 
with a 2-0 victory against Clearview 
on goals by Anna Riopelle and Sabryn 
Essex with goaltender Victoria Solilo 
posting a shutout.   

That night, the team lost 2-0 to 
Cambridge (empty net goal) that put 
them in a do or die situation against 
Lansing Michigan Saturday morning.  
The girls came to play and outshot 
Lansing 36-5 posting a 1-0 victory on a 
late goal by Vanessa Carriere launching 

them into the semi-finals against 
Norfolk.

Victoria Solilo posted her third of  
four shutouts of  the weekend as Aurora 
defeated Norfolk 5-0 in the semi-finals 
on goals by Carolyn Forster, Emma 
Bellerby, Niki Sir, Hannah Warriner and 
captain Zoe Wheeler.  

In the final, game MVP Victoria 
Solilo posted her fourth shutout of  the 
tournament helping lead the team to a 1-0 
championship victory over the Guelph 
Junior Gryphons on a second period goal 
scored by Hannah Warriner off  a great 2 
on 1 pass from Carolyn Forster.  

It was a hard fought championship 
game played by both teams.

Reigning OHJL Goalie of the Month Kevin Entmaa, steps out to challenge a Pick-
ering Shooter during Saturday night’s win at the ACC. Entmaa says the team 
came out fighting after a blistering loss after riding a string of wins. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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Written by David Pietrangelo
Local King City reporter. 
Live from Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics.

ARRIVING IN SOCHI was a surreal experience, a� er a 
couple hours of going through security, and checking 
into our hotel, it felt like we had all � nally arrived. I 
came over with my parents, my girlfriend, my broth-
er Alex Pietrangelo and his girlfriend. We were all 
lucky enough to � y over together and be a part of this 
once in a lifetime experience.

When we landed on February 10th, to no ones sur-
prise, the � rst day was the toughest. � e nine-hour 
time change and � ight took some getting used to. 
We were � rst introduced to other NHL families and 
friends that were also on the trip, a mix of Canadian, 
American, Swedish, and almost every other country 
competing in Men’s Hockey were present. A� er some 
logistical meetings, we made our way via hotel shut-
tle to the Olympic Park.

� is � rst day was a balmy 18 degrees as we sported 
our Team Canada gear and sent Alex o�  with hugs, 
kisses, and good lucks as he made his way to the 

Athletes Village. Arriving at Olympic Park was a 
surreal feeling, we were here at the Winter Olympics!

Once we went through a security checkpoint we 
were able to walk around the open park and soak it 
all in. Making our way towards the Olympic Flame 
we were surrounded by excited fans from all around 
the world and of course tons of patriotic Russians. 
It was fun to see everyone in one place with a smile 
on their face excited to come together for the love 
and competition of sport. � e venues and buildings 
throughout are all completely new, shining in the sun 
and looking like modern pieces of art. It is amazing 
to see such massive structures built from the ground 
up, just for these next couple of weeks. � e Olympic 
Flame (which is constantly lit throughout the games) 
shines brightly over most of the buildings and can be 
seen from hundreds of yards away and circled by the 
� ag of every competing country.

A short two to three minute walk from the centre 
of Olympic Park is Canada House, a building made 
speci� cally for Canadian athletes and their families 
to gather through the Games. It’s a great place to be to 
meet people from all over Canada, with family mem-
bers and friends competing in the games, as well as 
the athletes themselves. Canada House acts as a little 
taste of home with live CBC coverage of the games on 
big screen TV’s, snack and food you’d � nd at home, 
and of course Molson Canadian available at the bar. 
All the while you’re making new friends and rubbing 
shoulders with the likes of skier Alex Bilodeau, speed 
skater Charles Hamelin, curling skip Jennifer Jones, 
and many more.

Last night we were lucky enough to have tickets to 
the Women’s Hockey game between Canada and the 

U.S.A. � e Shayba Arena houses about 5,000 people 
and the venue was packed with fans from Canada, 
the U.S.A., and Russia. � e two best teams faced 
o�  around 4:30 Sochi time and the excitement and 
amazing atmosphere roared through the stands from 
the drop of the puck. Chants of O’ Canada and U.S.A. 
broke out every few minutes during play, as if we 
were in an English Premier League soccer stadium. 
It was an excellent game to watch that came down to 
the � nal minute with Canada prevailing in a 3-2 win.

Next up is the Men’s Hockey, Canada vs Norway at 
9pm in Sochi, 12-noon Eastern Time. I’ll be reporting 
on the Olympics, the hockey games, and writing about 
my personal experience as the Games continue.

and of course Molson Canadian available at the bar. 
All the while you’re making new friends and rubbing 
shoulders with the likes of skier Alex Bilodeau, speed 
skater Charles Hamelin, curling skip Jennifer Jones, 
and many more.

the Women’s Hockey game between Canada and the 

HOT. COOL. YOURS.
SOCHI 2014

to gather through the Games. It’s a great place to be to 
meet people from all over Canada, with family mem-
bers and friends competing in the games, as well as 
the athletes themselves. Canada House acts as a little 
taste of home with live CBC coverage of the games on 
big screen TV’s, snack and food you’d � nd at home, 
and of course Molson Canadian available at the bar. 
All the while you’re making new friends and rubbing 
shoulders with the likes of skier Alex Bilodeau, speed 
skater Charles Hamelin, curling skip Jennifer Jones, 

Last night we were lucky enough to have tickets to 
the Women’s Hockey game between Canada and the 

 “Chants of O’ Canada and 
U.S.A. broke out every few 
minutes during play”

Alex Pietrangelo (middle) with his parents 
Joe and Edi Pietrangelo

Molson bar at 
Canada House

Inspirational poster inside 
Canada House

Sochi Winter Olympic Torch

Sochi Winter Olympic Rings

Canada House at 
Sochi Winter OlympicsLIVE FROM SOCHI 2014 WINTER OLYMPICS
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Arts & Culture

BlushingBlushingBride
LOOK OUT 

for your copy of 
Blushing Bride 

Wedding Guide in 
the February 27th 

issue of the

To Advertise, please call 905.727.3300

FAN MAN

905-841-2832
220 Industrial Pkwy. S

BRING THE HEAT
TO YOUR FEET!

Wed - Fri - Sat 10 to 5, Thurs 10 to 7

    

www.ontarionewdrivers.ca
Jerry Collins, Owner/Operator

905-713-3733
•MTO Licenced & Approved Course Provider

FREE, No obligation program trial offer.

Watch for these upcoming concerts in the Great Artist Piano Series!

April 11   Fung-Chiu piano duo
May 30   Jane Coop  piano

Single Concert 
$30 Adult | $25 Senior (60+) / Student (18 and under)
$80 Adult | $70 Senior / Student

Series generously sponsored by Bonnie & Norbert Kraft
Building fully accessible – enter by north doors.

Aurora Cultural Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora, Ontario  L4G 1G4

2014

February 28   8 pm

MOSHE HAMMER   violin   

Angela Park     piano

Kreisler, Dvorak, Saint-Saens, Brahms

For tickets, call 905 713-1818, or drop by the Centre
22 Church Street, Aurora  

www.auroraculturalcentre.ca   info@auroraculturalcentre.ca   905 713-1818

Enjoying a dazzling concert series featuring internationally acclaimed 
performers in the intimate salon setting of Brevik Hall.

Builders, teachers and activists make history  
of their own with Heritage Awards

By Brock Weir

As a history teacher, Helen Roberts 
always had a penchant for showing 
students where Canada has been, before 
looking at where Canada is going. 

But even she was left “stunned” 
by the latest development in her own 
path, named one of  2014’s recipients of  
the Lieutenant Governor of  Ontario’s 
Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime 
Achievement.

“It is a total surprise,” Ms. Roberts 
told The Auroran after her accolade 
was announced on Friday. 

As a long-time volunteer and past 
president of  the Aurora Historical 
Society (AHS), she has worked closely 
with her predecessors and successors 
– and now fellow recipients – like John 
McIntyre, Leslie Oliver and Jacqueline 
Stuart, and she said she is humbled to 
be in their company. 

“To be recognized with that slate of  
people is pretty amazing,” she said.

Wanting to bring history to life in 
her East York classroom, she took her 
students on a tour of  Todmorden Mills, 
a museum complex nestled at the side 
of  the Don Valley Parkway. It turned out 
to be a turning point for Ms. Roberts, 
now an Aurora resident. From that first 
visit, she became an active volunteer at 
the site.

Her volunteerism eventually brought 
her to work at Toronto’s Gibson House 
Museum, the Cincinnati Museum 
Center in Ohio, and then to Hillary 
House, eventually serving as president 
of  the Aurora Historical Society. 

Her work has taken her to both 
sides of  the Canada-US Border where 
she says, by and large, our southern 
neighbours might have more of  an 
edge in heritage appreciation in that 
they fund it better both publically, from 
the government, and privately through 
foundations. 

Fundraising played a key part in 
her leadership of  the AHS at a time 

when they embarked on a significant 
renovation of  the Church Street School 
in what was to become the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. She cites this as “the 
most rewarding and disappointing” 
experience in that so much of  their own 
money was put into the renovations but 
the end result was not what they had 
anticipated. 

“I am not negative about the Centre 
because I think they do a wonderful job 
over there, but I also feel really proud 
when I am there because we were the 
ones who hired the architect, the ones 
who chose the colours of  the paint, and 
decided what was going to happen in 
each of  the rooms. It is very rewarding 
to think of  that.”

Ms. Roberts will be one of  several 
heritage advocates and activists 
recognized for their work at Town Hall 
this week as part of  Ontario Heritage 
Week. 

Recipients of  the Ontario Heritage 
Trust’s Heritage Community 
Recognition Program for the past 
year include Jack Laurion, who will 
be honoured for his conversion of  
the Browning House on Wellington 
Street East into a law office; Dorothy 
Gummersall, familiar to many as 
“Queen Victoria” at many community 
events, for her work with the Aurora 
Historical Society and the Ontario 
Genealogical Society; and Wayne 
Keilty for his work landscaping and 
naturalizing the grounds of  Hillary 
House, as well as his work with the 
Aurora Sport Hall of  Fame.

Honoured with the 2014 Heritage 
Advisory Committee Awards of  
Excellence include Gordon F. Allen 
for restoration work at the Frederick 
Webster House on Yonge Street; the 
Newmarket Main Street Holdings 
Corporation for their renovations of  
the former Thompson’s Furniture 
Store as an infill project now home 
to Aw, Shucks! restaurant; Antonio 
Masongsong for the Addition to 

Heritage Structure category for 
properties on Temperance Street; 
and David Heard in the Outstanding 
Achievement Category for his work on 
multiple fronts, including his A Step In 
Time Spirit Walks, the Aurora Farmers’ 
Market, Doors Open Aurora, and his 
advocacy for the Aurora Pet Cemetery.

“The Town of  Aurora is proud to 
honour and acknowledge the Ontario 
Heritage Trust Heritage Community 
Recognition Program and Aurora 
Heritage Advisory Committee Awards 
of  Excellence winners,” said Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe in a statement. “The 
contributions of  these dedicated 
individuals and groups have helped 
highlight and shape Aurora’s cultural 
heritage and unique characteristics of  
our Town’s architecture.”

Go on a Safari next Wednesday 
with the Aurora Garden and 

Horticultural Society!  
Avid traveller and photographer 

Jovan Milosevic shares his 
“Horticultural Photo Safari”  

at the Royal Canadian Legion  
on February 26 at 8 p.m. 

For more  
information, visit  

www.gardenaurora.com.

Dr. G.W. Williams Secondary School Students welcomed the community into their school Thursday night for Something for Sarah, an 
expansion of last year’s bone marrow drive benefiting young Sarah Watkin. Events included not only a donor clinic looking, but music, 
food, and fun. (L) Emma shows off her talent giving Greg a tattoo. (R) Guests were greeted into the event by Peer Mentors who oversaw 
the planning. (R) Art on display gave plenty of guests an eyeful, including this Dali-inspired work by Alison. In all, Thursday’s event 
raised over $5,000 for the family.              Auroran photos by David Falconer
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WhErE tEENs caN lEarN, tEach & grOW

NJC is a Canadian, independent high school located in Neuchâtel, Switzerland. 
Students in their pre-university year (Grade 12 & AP) develop rapidly through 
inspiring academics, extensive travel and enriching cultural exposure. NJC 
graduates possess the knowledge, confidence and independence to lead their own 
lives and others in making a positive difference in the world.

Limited space for September 2014 

Neuchâtel Junior College | Founded 1956 | Co-Ed | www.njc.ch
Canadian Office | 1.800.263.2923 | 

The Academic Edge + Travel

905-726-4132

February. 8th for 4 Saturdays 
Next CourSeS Start:

Driver  
Training  
for Life

330 Industrial Parkway N. Aurora 
905.841.0065 | www.auroramontessori.com

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. FEB 22 , 10:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.

Casa, Toddler, Elementary to Grade 8

Isolation, that’s the first word that 
pops into my mind when I think about 
my first few months in Aurora.

 I was a fifteen-year-old boy. I had left 
my family and all my friends and had 
taken a thirteen-hour flight from main-
land China to Aurora, with two heavy 
suitcases. I could barely speak En-
glish. So when I talked to the teachers 
and the boys at St. Andrew’s College, I 
was confused. Indeed, they were smil-
ing, and they started the conversation, 
but when they stopped talking and 
stared at me, waiting for my response, 
I realized that I really had no idea what 
they were saying. 

At my first St. Andrew’s Homecom-
ing, I still remember, I went into the 
face-painting booth and asked a girl: 
“Can you draw on my face?” She 
laughed, I remember, respectfully.

 Things improved in about my third 
month. I began to benefit from the 
community I lived in, especially the 
ESL class. Mrs. Pries is one of the 
most patient teachers that I have ever 
met. The language support from her as 
well as everyone around me was sig-
nificant. I forced myself to get involved 
and participate in sports; I joined a stu-
dent leadership council (St. Andrew’s 
Food Drive Association) in our school; 
I tried my best to speak in classes. 
And things were changing, slowly and 
subtly. There was one afternoon when 
I noticed - to my surprise - that I could 
finally understand full sentences that 
others were saying. At that time, I was 
about to run.

 The better I could speak English, the 
more I could get involved in the com-
munity. The more I am involved in the 
community, the more I am amazed at 
the tremendous number of resources 
available to me. I feel like I can be an 
athlete, or a musician, or a business-
man, or an artist, or a writer, or a pro-
fessor here. I am treated with respect; 
I can be whoever I want to be. 

So I started to try different things, 
and I found my true passion. The pres-
ident of St. Andrew’s Food Drive As-
sociation was about to graduate.  He 
appointed me as the new incoming 
president. So this year, I finally had the 
chance to demonstrate and improve 
my leadership skills.   

With the chance to get involved with 
the food drive, students can glimpse 
at the outside world and help those 
who are not so fortunate.  We gave a 
speech in front of the whole school; we 
sent emails to every student and facul-
ty to organize contributions.  

I am learning to be a leader, doing 
things that give back to the community, 
while I participate in sports and main-
tain my academic performance. 

I still feel that there are lots of cultur-
al differences and I also have started 
to realize that the people around me 
are so warm-hearted. 

I am a part of this close-knit commu-
nity and I now appreciate my decision 
to leave my home and study here; be-
cause of it, I am becoming the person 
I want to be.

With a sOmbEr facE, along with many oth-
er Ukrainians and Ukrainian-Canadians, am 
watching the events in Kyiv unfold. The situation 
is drastic and anyone who has seen pictures or 
videos will understand how heartbreaking the 
scene on Hrushevskoho St. is. 

But among the fighting and the many wound-
ed, there is a silver lining.

Once considered a nation with a weak civil soci-
ety, Ukraine has been able to assemble itself and 
demand a democratic and fair government in the 
spotlight on the world stage. Furthermore, one of 
the most uplifting facts remains that the spirit and 
drive of this movement rests in and was initiated 
under: students. It’s interesting how those with the 
shortest voting records are the ones with the loud-
est voices in the protest. Ukraine is a testament to 
the power of youth, and the revolutionary force of 
a bright new generation.

In fact, the largest demographic in the world 
at 43%, is youth -- meaning that now, we have 
more potential than ever. But sadly, when look-
ing over to Canada, it seems that this youth-driv-
en spirit for progress is lost. We live in one of the 
greatest democracies in the world and harbor 
one of the lowest voter turnout rates at roughly 
61%. The trend has been moving downwards 
over the past 4 elections, and is exacerbated 
particularly amongst our young adults, of which 
37% go out to vote.

The culprit behind this declining voter turnout is 
subject to debate. Some advocate for politicians 
to exclusively court the vote of young adults. Crit-
ics call this sensationalism. Some believe that 
politics is too divisive to be attractive. 

Still, others say that the issues discussed are 
irrelevant to young adults. It is likely the case 

that taxes, pipeline agreements, Senate scan-
dals may at face value be perceived as periph-
eral to the focuses of students, young profes-
sionals, and so on but I refuse to admit that they 
truly are. The future path of our nation is every-
one’s responsibility. 

I will also admit that there are still many is-
sues that are not brought up in public discourse. 
Many young people champion various causes, 
but due to low voter turnouts, these issues rare-
ly gain much traction in government.

We need to use our numbers and potential to 
keep our politicians on their toes and to ensure 
that our interests are represented. It is time to 
modernize our approach to politics and assert 

ourselves as a coveted demographic group. 
We need to see that with each new generation 
our government’s priorities change in tune with 
those of our young voters.

If we want our future to truly belong to youth, 
we need to begin exercising our democratic du-
ties. As we know, there are many others around 
the world who would change places in a heart-
beat. And so, it was ultimately a country without 
democracy that showed the rest of us the priv-
ilege that we all have. It’s time that we take a 
couple of lessons from the heroes in Kyiv.   

n WrittEN by aNNa sOfia lEsiv,
studENt at thE acadEmy Of giftEd childrEN

New canadian 
is proud to  
help others 

By 
Gordon xionG,
Student at 
St. andrew’S 
ColleGe

film is worth the fight  
for young aurora director 

I would say I’m a product of Hollywood.  
Growing up in suburbia, I didn’t have to deal  

with wars, gangs, or violence. I had both  
my parents employed while I was growing up. 
I’ve spent most of my life in school. I would 
say I’ve had it pretty easy. 

I knew as long as I didn’t give up I would 
make it. I would say 99 per cent of the world 
doesn’t even have the option to pursue a  
life in the arts. The extent of their dream is to 
stay alive and sacrifice their time to provide a 
better life for their children.  

I wouldn’t say I am where I wanted to be 10 
years ago, but I wouldn’t be anywhere if I had 
given up on my dreams like so many other 
people have. I’ve seen so many talented film-
makers in my time and have been friends with 
a lot of people who made fantastic projects in 
school.  However, only a small per cent of peo-
ple who went to film school are now working in 

the positions they set out to have, or creating 
projects like they dreamed they would.  

The support system while in school allows 
projects to be of much higher quality than  
the real world. So many people have to learn 
to compromise because of the nature of the 
art industry. 

Despite art’s essential role in remembering 
the past and sculpting the future, it is a diffi-
cult journey if you want to be an artist in this 
country – but it is worth the fight.  

To do what you love in life is more important 
than anything else, and you’d be surprised as 
to how many of your friends would love to get 
involved and help you accomplish your goals 
of making movies.  

Art is a modern avenue to escape your social 
class or finical situation, but it is reserved for be-
lievers; those who fell in love with the idea that 
life can always be better, and started creating 
until the dreams of tomorrow came true.  

The secret to becoming a filmmaker or any 
other artist is this: never neglect your dreams.  

They take us to new places and provide us 
with alternative ideas. So keep dreaming until 
your dreams are a reality, then you can truly 
say you do what you love and you love what 
you do.  You’ll never know unless you find the 
courage to try!

n WrittEN by alEx brOughtON

Need to be InvolvedYoung   Canadians 

Aurora filmmaker Alex Broughton picked up a camera as a local student, and 
has never quite put it down. Ranging from short films to full length features,  
to documentaries drawing on the experiences of himself and his family, as well 
social issues which he believes should be uppermost in people’s minds, he has 
taken his work to festivals, and collected multiple trophies along the way. 

As he looks to offer what he has learned to the community through a new and  
innovative kind of community film school, he reflects on what it takes for 
film-minded teens to succeed.
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Continued on page 21

With seemingly hundreds of new products, 
names and catch-phrases hitting the 
market every month, it’s no wonder that 
health conscious shoppers are more con-
fused than ever. Who would have thought 
that a healthy lifestyle could be so hard?

There’s no doubt that amongst all of the 
confusion, it’s big business bringing in the 
biggest profit – all at shoppers’ expense.

Yet, while major retailers look for ways to 
cash in on the ‘health craze’, one local, 
family run natural retailer is taking strides to 
stand apart – offering simple, empowering 
and delicious tools for healthy living to 
families throughout Newmarket, Vaughan, 
the York Region and beyond. 

Meet Nature’s Emporium, currently cele-
brating their 20th year in shared health. 

For two decades, the family at Nature’s 
Emporium has worked to nourish and sup-
port a vibrant natural lifestyle within their 
community. Through efforts like their annual 
Run or Walk for Southlake Regional Health 
Centre, the team at Nature’s has helped 
thousands of families discover how easy it 
can be to “Eat Well and Live Better”.

Now, they share that message with many 
more – from their brand new, just opened 
Vaughan facility. The fresh and friendly 
design offers guests a one-stop conscious 
shop, built on 20 years of experience gath-
ered at their flagship Newmarket location. 
One look in-store confirms that the experi-
ence has been put to very good use.

A browse of Nature’s carefully managed 
selection of healthy products – with not a 
conventional product in sight - or a conver-
sation with any of their caring, custom-
er-service driven staff confirms just how 
clearly the family at Nature’s Emporium 
respects the trust and confidence shared 
by their customers.

In-store, visitors will discover a chic fresh 
bistro and juice bar framing an all-organic 
produce department, highlighting delicious 
traditional, vegetarian and vegan meals all 
made in-house with natural and organic 
ingredients. An array of artisan cheeses 
lead the way to sustainable meat and 
seafood selections, with emphasis on local, 
nitrate-free and grass-fed fare.

Natural and organic grocery, gluten-free, 
and green living accessories pave the way 
to a boutique styled dispensary of interna-
tionally renowned vitamins, supplements, 
herbs and homeopathics. Natural and 
organic whole body care selections further 
equip visitors with the tools they need to 
nourish their vibrant, healthy lifestyles. 

They’ll also find tremendous value in a wide 
range of complimentary wellness services 
offered in-store – including free, holistic 
nutritionist-guided store tours.

The best part? A friendly recommendation 
or point in the right direction is never more 
than a short step away! 

Understandably, the team at Nature’s eyes 
the months ahead with excitement, sharing 
their knowledge with a brand new commu-
nity. Certainly, they’ve found new reasons 
to celebrate another milestone reached in 
a journey of health begun by company 
founder, the late Angelo D’Addario.

Nature’s Online At: naturesemporium.com

2535 Major Mackenzie Dr. W. in Vaughan 905.553.5527
16655 Yonge St. in Newmarket. 905.898.1844

Confusion on the Road to Good Health:
Local, Family Run Natural Retailer Aims to Simplify Healthy Living in the York Region!

Produced Without:
Synthetic Pesticides, Fungicides or Herbicides!
Does Not Contain:
Genetically Modified Organisms 
Grown According To Strict:
International Regulations
Cultivated by Farmers Who:
Grow in Partnership With Nature

The team at Nature’s believes that good health begins on the farm - just one of 
many reasons they’ve dedicated their entire produce department to organics. 

Natural. Organic. 
Gluten-Free. Sugar-free...

Local, Family Run Natural Retailer Aims to 

Meet the Family That’s 
Inspiring A Healthy Change!

St. Max teens put finishing touches on Robot Max 3.0
By Jeff Doner

Students at St. Maximilian Kolbe 
CHS have spent the last week working 
in over drive to finish Max. 

The 43 teens have put the finishing 
touches on Max 3.0, their robot, in 
time for the upcoming FIRST Robotics 
Canada Regional Championships at 
Crescent School in Toronto at the end 

of  this month, followed by another 
challenge in North Bay next month. 

“This is the last hurrah,” said 
transportation teacher and project 
mentor, Peter Karl. “We have three days 
to finish building, so as you can see, we 
still have to manufacture bumpers and 
get some other things worked out.”

This year, the challenge is to build 
a robot that can get a hold of  a large 
exercise ball, pick it up and then throw 
it into a series of  targets or goals that 
vary in difficulty to score points.

It’s the club’s third year at St. Max 
and Karl said he is amazed by how 
popular it has become among students.

“The interest is definitely growing 
and this year our splits of  Grade 9s, 
10s, 11s and 12s are all equal, which is 
become even more self-sustaining as 
[when] the Grade 12s graduate there’ll 
be younger people coming in,” he said.

Manufacturing teacher and club 
mentor, Lorenzo Conte, said he’s 
not really surprised with how many 
students are getting involved with 
the club, as there is something for 
everyone.

The club, which has no school 
credit, has built something of  a mini-
corporation with each student have a 
job and a roll to fulfill. This includes 
anything from design, manufacturing, 
programming, finance, business and 
they even have a marketing and media 
department that is responsible for 
their website and promotion.

Grade 12 student Jessie Atemanchuk 
is the past-chief  and has noticed a 
steady growth in the club’s abilities 
over the years.

“We’re definitely doing better than 
we have in the past. We’ve learned a lot 
and we’re moving forward definitely in 
organization and efficiency especially,” 
he said.

Atemanchuk, who will be graduating 
this year, has applied to engineering 
programs and said the club helped him 

gain confidence in his skills.
“This club has really encouraged 

me to choose engineering programs, 
because I wasn’t even thinking of  
them before.”

This year Grade 11 student Brian Ho 
has stepped into the role of  head chief  
and agreed things have gotten better 
each year.

“Things have definitely been fast this 
year compared to last year and I guess 
every year we’re just building upon 
what we have and people are starting 
to get the hang of  it more,” he said. 
“We have gone to competition against 
teams with over 10 years experience 
and we see how they’re organizational 
skills are different from ours and we 
learn from them.”

Ho has been a big part of  the 
programming for Max 3.0 and said he’s 
happy with the progress, but knows 
there are still some long days ahead 
for the team before they perfect their 
robot for competition.

If  the club can manage to finish 
in first place at one of  the regional 
competitions, they will be off  the World 
Championships in St. Louis, Missouri, 
where in excess of  5,000 teams from all 
over the world will compete.

However, aside from a little financial 
support from the School Board, the 
club is self-sustaining and has to fund 
most of  the project from their own 
pockets.

The students have been relentlessly 
campaigning and fundraising to meet 
their targets, raising roughly $15,000 
thus far.

After all the hard work over the past 
couple months, Ho said there’s just one 
goal in mind.

“Hopefully we win the Worlds in the 
States and we can show our pride as 
Canadians in winning this.”

For more information or to help 
support the club, visit their website at 
4343.ca

Promenade Plan designs delayed 
after calls for creative alternatives

By Brock Weir

Aurora business owners looking forward 
for more concrete details of  the Aurora 
Promenade Plan will likely have to wait for 
word from the next term of  Council.

Councillors voted to delay making 
tentative steps last week towards a multi-
million dollar plan to improve streetscapes 
in the Yonge Street and Wellington Street 
corridors last week. Recommendations 
stemming from the previous week’s 
General Committee meeting called on 
Councillors to give the thumbs-up to a 
$2 million plan to start beautifying the 
streetscapes in key business areas, while 
the details would come under further 
review and funding in next year’s budget 
process.

Although Councillors agreed much 
work needs to be done to overhaul some of  
the older business areas along the town’s 
two busiest corridors, many balked at 
the cost of  the $2 million plan to replace 
existing sidewalks in this area with 

concrete pavers, and install new planters 
and “heritage” street furniture. 

Councillor Paul Pirri was the first to 
speak out against the sidewalk plan. Aurora 
should look to more creative solutions on 
how to use sidewalk and shoulder areas, he 
said, taking a leaf  out of  San Francisco’s 
playbook. There, they use temporary 
sidewalk extensions seasonally in their 
downtown areas to create more space for 
businesses, such as cafes, to operate. 

“They normally have a certain amount 
of  sidewalk space and come the weekends, 
people brought out wooden platforms to 
create new floor space to put cafes out on 
the main strip,” he said. “It helped with foot 
traffic in the area as well, and I think that is 
a novel solution that helps beautify he core.

“When I am looking at having to spend 
$2 million for putting in patterned concrete 
pavers, I think we can do a better job with 
less money to come up with novel solutions. 
Not everything in the promenade plan is 
gold. There has to be some instances where 

The Robotics Club at St. Maximilian Kolbe AHS working out some kinks in their ro-
bot, Max 3.0, last week. The club just wrapped up their last week of building their 
robot for the upcoming Regional Championships.              Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

The Aurora Farmers’ 
Market returns to 

the Cultural Centre 
this Saturday 

morning. 
For more events 

this week and 
beyond, please see 

Page 20.
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Arctic Adventure 2014

(1) Aurora Teen Idol Samantha Ryan gets the Arctic Adventure 
started. (2) Barrie’s Snow Valley, including a furry friend, came 
bearing treats for the hundreds in attendance. (4) Volunteers 
worked hard and played hard, including getting in focus in a 
freshly carved ice frame. (4) Newmarket-Aurora MP Lois Brown 
kept warm by the bonfire while (5) the more adventurous were 
all too happy to get ankle deep in the snow. (6) In the afternoon, 
competitors turned on their carvers for a Battle of the Chainsaws 
ice sculpting competition. (7, 8, 9) Many activities had an Olympic 
flavour as Team Canada battled on in Sochi, including mini-hock-
ey, tubing, and curling. (10) Newmarket Councillor and Progres-
sive Conservative hopeful Jane Twinney also had fun with the ice 
sculpting, as (11) kids tried their hands ice fishing in the fun-sized 
“pond.” (12) Emcee Brian North gives a few pointers during the 
Battle of the Chainsaws competition. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
By Brock Weir

Throughout Alice Lalas’ time 
at Queen’s University seeking her 
bachelor’s degree in Political Science, a 
common refrain bemoaned the lack of  
youth involvement in civic life.

Unlike many, however, content to 
watch from the sidelines and simply 
complain, Ms. Lalas, 22, has decided to 
do something about it. 

Ms. Lalas is one of  the latest 
candidates to jump into the Municipal 
Election, seeking a spot at the table as 
Councillor. She registered Thursday 
as the third candidate following Svetla 
Topouzova, and Councillor John Abel, 
and was followed on Friday by fourth 
candidate, business owner Anthony 
Pullano. 

“During my studies, things always 
came up about youth involvement and I 
thought what better way to show youth 
involvement than getting involved 
with Town Council in my hometown?” 
says the life-long Aurora resident, 
who graduated from Cardinal Carter 
Catholic High School in 2009.

“I believe youth are just completely 
uninvolved in politics and have no say 
in it. On the one hand, there is a lot of  
motivation for older people to point 
out that youth are not involved. On the 
other side, there isn’t a lot of  push to 
get their voice in. I think it is important 
to have their voice on Council.”

Over the next few weeks, Ms. 
Lalas says she is going to get down 
to business seeking out some of  the 
underlying concerns facing youth in 
the community and trying to bring that 

voice at the table should she be elected. 
“I am incredibly ambitious and I 

still have that very strong youth drive,” 
she says. “I don’t want to say in a 
clichéd way that I would like to make 
a difference, but I just really want to 
put forward youth involvement, which 
is incredibly crucial at this point, 
especially in politics. 

“Youth are the future and I will make 
sure that is relevant and a part of  my 
platform.”

Lalas wants to bring youth voice to Council table

Queen’s University grad Alice Lalas was 
the third person to join the Council 
race.                 Submitted photo

Aurora businessman Anthony Pullano, joined here by his wife Eva, filed his  
nomination papers for Council at Town Hall on Friday morning. He is the fourth 
candidate at press time to seek election.                 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

A & F HairElite
Barbershop & Hairstyling

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3 el: 905-727-6212 ~Since 1970~

Josie is a Hair Stylist with 

A

4800 Yonge St. Aurora OOnt. L4G 1Ng

In the Aurora Shopping Centre 
Next to No Frills

Everyday styles 
at affordable prices

Walking Club
Walks will be 

held on Wednesday 
mornings and will 
be about an hour in 
length. 

Most walks will 
be on the trail from 
the Sheppard’s 
Bush parking lot 
since this is the 
most well-used 
in the winter and 
tends to be in 
better condition. If  
weather permits, 
we may try some 
other trails. We 
will not walk if  the 
trail gets icy or if  
the weather is bad. 
If  in doubt, check 
with the Reception 
Desk (905-726-4767) 
early Wednesday 
morning. We meet 
at 9.30 a.m. at the 
Seniors’ Centre 
and car pool to the 
starting location. 

No pre-
registration is 
required. We are 
always looking for 
eager members to 
walk with us, so, 
come out and join 
us.

CHATS’ Virtual 
“Walk for 
Wellness”

Our Seniors’ 
Centre had two 
teams participating 
in this program 
through February 
7. Each participant 
was asked to walk 
at least 50,000 steps 
during this week. 
We had two teams: 
the Aurora Seniors 
Walkers and 
Aurora Seniors 
Board Bunch. All 
proceeds raised 
will go to CHATS 
to support seniors’ 

SENIOR
SCAPE
Charles Sequeira

Things are 
Heating Up at 
Seniors Centre

programs and 
services in our 
communities. 

We thank all our 
supporters for their 
donations during 
this campaign.

Friday night 
Dances

Don’t let winter 
weather keep you 
from a fun evening. 
Come out and enjoy 
our popular and 
fun social dance. 
The next dance will 
be on February 21. 
March dances will 
be on March 7 and 
21. Dances start at 
8 p.m. through 11 
p.m. Singles and 
non-members are 
always welcome. 
Members: $4.50 
and non-members 
$5, including light 
refreshments.

Computer Club
On Tuesday, 

February 25, 
our computer 
club tackles 
Smartphones and 
why you might 
want to have one. 
Once you decide 
you want to try 
one, which would 
best suit you? 
This session will 
be covered by our 
very own senior 
instructors.

Drop-in sessions 
run Tuesdays from 
1.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
These sessions are 
run weekly with 
the intent that 
any member who 
is looking for any 
kind of  technical 
help can come by 
and we will try our 
best to assist. 

2014 Community 
Recognition and 

Citizen of the Year 
Awards

N o m i n at i o n s 
are now open for 
the 2014 CRAs and 
Citizen of  the Year 
awards (they are 
being combined 
into one program 
this year).

From now until 
March 13 we will 
be promoting 
n o m i n a t i o n s 
through as 
many channels 
as possible. For 
further details 
please refer to 
the poster on our 
bulletin board or 
our LED display in 
the seniors centre 
reception lobby.

For more 
information on the 
Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it 
has to offer, drop 
by 90 John West 
Way, visit the 
web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, 
click on February 
newsletter or email 
auroraseniors@
rogers.com or 
call 905-726-4767 
between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

ELECTION 2014
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Purchase tickets at  www.awbf.ca

AURORA
FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, MARCH 6TH, 2014
6:30 PM ~ Aurora Cultural Centre

Special Guest Performance The BlusBros
AWBF “Youth In Music” Performance
  “Council Critters”  Performance –
with John Abel 

 

Good old fashion Dancin’

Live painting “to the beat” –  
local artist Adubi Akinola 
Live & Silent Auction
Hors d’oeuvres food stations 
Door Prizes

School can 
be easier. 

Correct the 
root of the 
problem.

Call 905-853-3363 
learningability.org

If learning is a problem... 
we have a solution.

Licensed and certified DavisTM facilitator

                  
                  

            plus receive an 

Celebrating 21 years in business

2 Locations 

75 Mary St., Aurora 905-713-2317 
213-225 The Queensway S., Unit 4 Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

2014 SPAS 
So please drop in and have a look.

2013 Floor Displays are 

While quanitites last, so please shop early for best selection.

Why not treat yourself all year long!

 Accessory Package NO TAX EVENT, 

HAVE ARRIVED!

Moshe Hammer helps 
 kids change their  

tune – literally
By Brock Weir

From a very young age, Moshe 
Hammer was drawn to the violin. 

He remembers being about six 
years old attending a wedding in 
Israel where he grew up, going right 
up to the band and very rarely leaving 
the side of  the fiddler.

After returning home, the young 
Moshe began a driven campaign to 
get his parents to purchase him a 
violin of  his own. Eventually, his 
hard fought campaign was successful 
and it turned out to be a very wise 
investment for his parents. 

Since then, Mr. Hammer, now based 
in Toronto, has become a staple of  the 
Canadian and International music 
scene, studying at Juilliard, working 
with icons like Yehudi Menuhin and 
Jascha Heifetz, and playing some of  
the most prestigious concert halls in 
the world. 

Next Friday, however, he brings his 
talent to the Aurora Cultural Centre 
as part of  the Great Artists Piano 
Series, sponsored by Aurora classical 
musicians and record producers 
Norbert Kraft and Bonnie Silver. 

In a concert covering Kreisler, 
Dvorak, and Brahms Sonata No. 3, 
Mr. Hammer will be accompanied by 
Angela Park on the piano. 

“It’s special for me because the 
music director is Bonnie Silver and 
she is one of  my most wonderful 
friends,” says Mr. Hammer. “It adds 
a wonderful element. The intimacy 
[at the Centre] is very special. Those 
concerts are more for the audience. 
When you go to a concert hall, you’re 
lucky if  you are 50 feet away. For an 
audience, it is very special to see the 
details that you cannot see from that 
third row in the balcony.”

Communication is also key for Ms. 
Silver. 

“He is the type of  artist who has a 
special gift of  communicating with 
audiences, establishing a personal 
connection, bringing classical music 
to life, reaching out and drawing 
people into the world of  the huge 
emotional range of  sound, all 

through the violin and his great stage 
presence.”

The violin strings certainly 
communicated with Mr. Hammer 
on that fateful day when he was a 
youngster. 

“My fate was sealed at that 
wedding,” he laughs. 

When asked why it spoke to him, 
he wonders why a writer writes or 
a painter paints. It is simply second 
nature. With music and art, however, 
there are very few boundaries, such 
as age in forums like sport. Most 
classical musicians, he says, do it for 
love rather than for the money. 

“Playing the violin for people is 
doing something I completely love and 
it is one of  my tools to communicate 
with the audience,” he says. “I play 
very differently if  I am at home than 
if  I am in front of  200 people. If  I have 
someone to communicate with, I play 
differently.”

It is a love he also hopes to 
communicate with budding 
musicians, and other youth who 
might not even realise there is a 
musician within. Seven years ago 
he formed The Hammer Band, a 
program which reaches out to inner-
city and “at risk” children. Without 
having to worry about the cost, these 
kids get a violin in hand, free music 
lessons, and a few lessons in life as 
well. Targeting what he describes as 
“priority areas” in the GTA, it gives 
kids who would otherwise not be able 
to afford a lesson a chance to play. 

“The vision is to make them into 
better adults, not just having them 
play Beethoven or Hot Cross Buns,” 
he says. “Children also learn how 
to listen, integrate into society, and 
how to become a good team member 
in a band. Parents and teachers tell 
us children are doing better in many 
ways. They seem happier, they seem 
to be a little better behaved, and some 
teachers tell us with utter surprise 
the kids hold the door for them. 

“We are changing society one 
kid at a time. We help kids change 
their tune – and hopefully inside 
themselves as well.”

From page 7

Residents stress input on park plan
president of  the AHS, had some words 
for the projects proponents.

Members said they felt they had been 
kept out of  the loop about Hillary House 
being part of  a potential heritage park 
deal, relying on media reports and word 
of  mouth rather than communication 
to the AHS membership. Members, they 
said, should have a say about whether 
their prime asset under their umbrella 
should be included in the mix. 

Also speaking up on the project 
were delegates to last week’s Council 
meeting. Although divergent in their 
views on the plan, one thing they had 
in common was the need for a much 
wider public interest in the future of  
the properties. 

“As a citizen of  Aurora, I would like 
to see the area renewed, revitalized 
and protected,” said Svetla Topouzova, 
a Council candidate in this year’s 
municipal election, and a member of  
Aurora’s Environmental Advisory 
Committee, whose husband, George, 
was elected to the AHS board on 
Thursday night. “I would like the Town 
to take an active role in the preservation 
and history of  the area and open the 
communication with the AHS. I would 
also like to suggest the Town engage 
the AHS board of  directors and request 
they present their vision, goals, and 
plans for the future of  Hillary House 
and the entire area.”

Arguing it would be the best interests 
of  the Town to have a clear and concise 
registry of  all non-profits operating 
in Aurora to outline all potential 
players, she said the Hillary-McIntyre 
plan is a rare opportunity to address 
revitalization, the upcoming Cultural 

Master Plan for the Town of  Aurora, 
as well as a way to provide “attractive” 
amenities which will, in turn, attract 
new development. 

To this end, she suggested a wider 
ranging method of  getting a vision.

“The Town should open a contest 
and present opportunities to private 
business to develop projects and then 
compete between private businesses 
presenting different projects on a big 
space.”

This was an idea which intrigued 
David Heard, a member of  Aurora’s 
Heritage Advisory Committee. Mr. 
Heard took a more pointed approach to 
the debate, but suggested a contest is an 
idea worth exploring.

“I am not as optimistic and jumping 
for joy [about the plan],” said Mr. 
Heard. “If  this is such a wonderful, 
tremendous, incredible idea…I find 
it offensive that the public has been 
kept kind of  in the dark about this for 
a long time. I am shocked at what has 
transpired. 

“I believe the highest form of  
bullying is exclusion and not informing 
the public clearly, not having a business 
plan, not having a plan of  sustainability, 
not sharing that with the public, but 
they want $11 million of  taxpayers’ 
money to just go ahead and buy the 
property and worry about it later.

“There is no plan, there is no 
sustainability. We haven’t seen it 
yet. We’re into February. There is 
an election coming. If  this is such a 
great thing, put it on the ballot. Let the 
taxpayers decide. This is a lot of  money 
and you have a lot more stuff  on the 
table, too. There are a lot of  citizens 
that are very concerned.”
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Aurora 
June 6-7 

Magna International 

Calling all Cancer Fighters –  
We need your support.  

Register today! 
   (905) 830-0447 ext. 3833 

Relay For Life  

905-503-0803

Aurora Village Plaza 

ROGER

"Looking for a great service
at a great price? 

Visit the talented staff at  

CQ Hair Studio!"
Walk-ins Welcome 

OPEN SUNDAYS

cqhairstudio.com

Four. 
A handcrafted wood and steel 

cabinet would not look out of  place 
in a typical home, but it is accented 
by a handmade coffee table made into 
the shape of  a paper airplane, and a 
wall hanging crafted from the side 
of  a caboose, once salvaged from the 
Bayview and Wellington lot now home 
to Home Depot. 

The magic happens in a studio 
workshop nestled behind the CIBC 
near Yonge and Mosley, 
where he is now working 
on steel art for a client in 
New York City’s financial 
district. 

“I am self-taught and 
I always say it is better 
because you learn by 
your mistakes, don’t 
become your teacher, and 
blaze your own trail,” he 
says. “Sometimes you 
don’t become successful, 
but sometimes you find 
things that others really 
like. I have been doing 
this for 30 years on my own [and] 
overnight success takes 15 years!

“Ideas are just trapped inside my 
head. I sleep with a pad beside my bed 
and after 30 years, I still run to work. 
On Sunday night I can’t wait to go to 
work on Monday.”

While he has volunteered his time 
working for Habitat for Humanity and 
school-building projects in Africa and 
South America led by St. Andrew’s 
College, this summer was very much 

out-of-the-ordinary, with hours spent 
on his audition piece before cooling 
his heels outside Toronto’s old Lever 
building waiting to be called. 

His audition piece was a furniture 
sample which showed off  his talent, 
showcasing every conceivable 
carpentry joint from dovetails to 
dowels. Not wanting to “freak them 
out” by doing something too avant-
garde, he kept things conservative 
but added a personal flourish, topping 
things off  with a 1950s Chevy hood 

ornament. 
Evidently that did the 

trick, and he made it on to 
the next round. And the 
next. Eventually making it 
before the judges, where he 
received a unanimous round 
of  resounding yesses. 

From there, he had to 
prove himself, being put 
through the paces building 
a water tower, but the heat 
of  the Toronto summer 
presented its own challenges. 
Yet, he persevered. With the 
third season of  the show in 
the can, he knows how he 

fared in the competition but remains 
mum on just who comes out on top. 
We’ll all have to tune in to find out. 

“There are so many elements, your 
nerves come into play, you can’t sleep at 
night because you know you have to get 
up at 7 a.m. to go head-to-head across 
Canada,” he says. “It is nerve-wracking. 
I definitely didn’t do it for the money! I 
did it for the fun, the experience – and 
it was quite the experience!”

Brian Leuthel rests on his audition piece, a cabinet made out of plywood with 
a 1950s Chevy hood ornament placed on top to jazz things for a bit more  
originality.              Photo courtesy of HGTV Canada

Carpentry challenges highlight 
third season of HGTV show

Lenses and much more!

*

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

And then there were two… (L) Newmarket Councillor Jane Twin-
ney greets campaign volunteer Angela Veigh at her campaign 
kick-off at the Newmarket branch of the Royal Canadian Legion 
on Thursday. (R) Aurora resident Stephen Somerville, pictured 
here with campaign supporter Peter Seemann launched his cam-
paign the previous Saturday at King Richard’s English Pub. 

Auroran photos by Diane Buchanan

Two candidates left standing in race  
to replace Klees
6 or perhaps explore other provincial 
opportunities – she says she will take 
the next few days to weigh her options. 
At the end of  the day, however, she 
remains a member of  good standing 
in the Progressive Conservative Party 
of  Ontario “and that is never going to 
change.”

“I believe in the party and the 
grassroots, I believe in the Progressive 
Conservative movement in Ontario and 
that is never going to change,” she says. 
“I think what I have addressed here is 
questionable leadership. We can’t have a 
leader who intervenes in the grassroots. 
That is a disaster for the party. I don’t 
know what the future holds and I don’t 
know what the future holds for Tim 
Hudak, either.”

While the Party has yet to respond 
to The Auroran’s request for comment, 
the two remaining candidates in the 
race, fellow Newmarket Councillor Jane 
Twinney, and Aurora resident Stephen 
Somerville were reluctant to weigh in on 
the issue. 

“I have been concentrating on my 
campaign and trying to move our party 
forward,” said Mr. Somerville. “This is 
a decision taken by the central party 
headquarters, so I have no comment.”

Added Councillor Twinney: “I am busy 
running my campaign, and focused on 
running a positive campaign. I have been 
a positive, professional person on Council 
for the last three-plus years and that is all 
I am thinking about right now. Whatever 
their decision is, is their decision.”

POLITICS AS USUAL
Those elected should attain office 

because enough people truly supported 
them – not because they won the lottery 
of  names that simply rounded out a list.

In the end, it is your right as a voter to 
have a say in who represents you at the 
table. Make sure the names you check 
off  are those that you think are best 

suited for the job, not just to complete 
a list.  If  you think there`s only four or 
six good candidates, then so be it.  Don’t 
force yourself  to add two more names 
or else, don`t be surprised if  your – plus 
two end up at that table…

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is, after all, Our 
Town.

I definitely 
didn’t do it 

for the money! 
I did it for the 

fun, the 
experience

Newmarket-
Aurora Progressive 
Conservatives will 
formally choose  
their candidate

 at a meeting on  
Thursday, March 20.
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ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 
financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynamic 
career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

150
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W
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CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

FASTEST GROwING 
COMPANy in the history 
of  relationship marketing. 
$100 Million our first 
year in one country one 
product. Be one of  the 
first in Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

BUSINESS SERVICES HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

JOB FAIR

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

Full-time mechanic required
Experience in landscaping, an AZ license and equipment operation 

a definite asset. We offer benefits and a matching RRSP plan.
Fax: 905-859-4558  charlie@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

We are hosting a JOB FAIR
on Feb.26 starting at 10am.

We are looking for motivated and responsible landscape workers, truck 
drivers with AZ license, equipment operators for dozers/excavators.

Pre-register for a job interview at
office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Jan.9/14
  Sales Rep.: JD

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
       CC q  OC q   SFPq  VWq    

2x20 and 2x24
HELP WANTED

3 3

3

3

HOUSE CLEANING 
weekly and biweekly 

free estimate 

905-717-6999

Serving Aurora and  
Newmarket since 1994

Insured and bonded 
Christine’s Maid Service  

WIndoW caulkIng 

WIndoW crank 
repaIrs

Call Carl for a FREE estimate

&

905-726-0682

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Water Purification Position
(Weston)
- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home
Sales
- Warehouse, inventory person

MIG Welders - 10 Positions  –
$15.00 / hr.
Envelope Machine Adjuster – exp.
only – $24 / hr.
Forklift Mechanic – $32K
Experienced Factory, Warehouse, 
Yard Workers
Mechanical Assemblers – $13.50/hr

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

Investment Fund   
Intermediate/Senior Operations Role

Company:  Timelo Investment Management Inc. 
Location:    Aurora, Ontario
Position Type: Part-Time or Full-Time

Timelo Investment Management is looking to fill an intermediate to senior operations  
position. The individual should have experience working at an investment management 
or securities firm, be very organized, and have strong knowledge of Accounting, Excel and  
PowerPoint. An interest in stock market investing is a plus. The job will consist of the following 
duties: Portfolio and trade reconciliation, NAV review and approval, trade settlements, cash 
management, relationship management with accountants and lawyers for various corporate 
initiatives, subscription agreement review, client relationship management, assisting CCO with 
compliance, corporate administration and various other ad-hoc projects. 

Interested applicants should send their resumes to info@riskreward.ca. 

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in

The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS  
C a l l :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 3 3 0 0

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there 
when they do... 

Advertise in

The Auroran, CLASSIFIEDS  
C a l l :  9 0 5 - 7 2 7 - 3 3 0 0

50% OFF

$5 OFF
ANY SERVICE WITH

$25 AND OVER

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

$10 OFF
Excludes shirt laundering. 

One Coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 
Cannot be combined with any other o�er.

✄

DryCleaners, Aurora 

Hollidge and Bayview

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

ANY SERVICE $40 OR OVER

25% OFF
FORMAL WEAR

Excludes shirt laundering. 
One coupon per visit. Present with incoming order. 

Cannot be combined with any other o�er. 
Crystal WHITE Dry Cleaners

✄

✄

✄

ANY SERVICE FOR NEW CLIENTS

905-841-6969

WE HONOUR ALL LOCAL 
COMPETITORS COUPONS 

www.crystalwhitedrycleaners.ca

*excluding laundered shirts and alterations

*

Crystal WHITE Earn your
airmiles 
sponsor

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Personal property, 
household goods and 
contents of  the following 
rental spaces will be sold 
for cash or otherwise dis-
posed of  to satisfy rental 
liens for unpaid rent in 
accordance with Ontar-
io Statutes Chapter R25 
and our lease agreement 
on February 28th, 2014 at 
10:00 a.m. sharp at North-
ern Self  Storage, New-
market.  122 Bales Drive 
East, Newmarket L3Y 4X1  
there will be 3 units  Tony 
Brigman, Helmuth Wil-
czek, Andrew Groves.

wOODBRIDGE GOLF 
COURSE currently seek-
ing good people for our 
turf  maintenance TEAM. 
Perhaps you are looking 
for honest and rewarding 
work. Or you are retired 
and still energetic. Or 
have decided not to re-
turn to school. And you 
are looking for work you 
can be proud of  at a facil-
ity that fosters success. If  
so, please contact me. We 
have full time and part 
time seasonal positions 
available. I’d like to see if  
we can find a fit for you.
Please email gmurphy@
nationalgolf.ca.

COMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY 7 – 22

Theatre Aurora presents 
Men Are Dogs,  a play by Joe 
Simonelli, on select dates 
through February 22. Produced 
by Sally Ayers and under the 
direction of  Peter Kerenyi, the 
comedy features six women 
as they go through life and 
face inner challenges head-
on. Theatre Aurora promises 
the play will leave audiences 
laughing. Simonelli, who 
hails from New York, has 
been writing and performing 
in plays since 2000. For more 
information, including tickets, 
visit www.theatreaurora.com 
or call 905-727-3699.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
The Aurora Farmers’ 

Market will hold their second 
Indoor Farmers’ Market today 
at the Aurora Cultural Centre 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All 
are welcome to visit over 20 
favourite vendors to shop, eat, 
and greet. 22 Church Street.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
The Royal Canadian Legion 

(105 Industrial Parkway North) 
will host the Daytona 500 Day, 
an afternoon of  NASCAR Fun 
at 1 p.m. Enjoy the race from 

the comfort of  the lounge. 
Relax and cheer on your 
favourite driver and have lots 
of  fun. Great wings will be 
served with lots of  prizes and 
pools. For more information, 
call 905-727-9932.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
The Aurora Public Library 

hosts a parenting workshop 
on ADHD this evening at 
7 p.m. Join the Library for 
a discussion on ADHD in 
primary schoolers led by the 
Positive Parenting Program, 
part of  a series of  workshops 
where small changes makes 
big differences. 7 p.m. in the 
Magna Room. Call 905-727-9494 
to reserve your spot – or drop 
in!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Join the Canadian 

Federation of  University 
Women Aurora-Newmarket 
at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) 
tonight to hear Sandra Durdle, 
author of  Eyes Wide Open 
– A Mother and Daughter’s 
Unbelievably True Stories of  
their Journeys to Haiti. The 
CFUW meet monthly and all 
are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call 905-895-
8713.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
The Aurora Garden 

and Horticultural Society 
invites you to Africa! Jovan 
Milosevic, an avid traveller 
and photographer, will take 
you on a Horticultural Photo 
Safari with the vegetation 
encountered in his travels 
forming the inspiration for his 
work. The tour is presented at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 
105 Industrial Parkway North, 
at 8 p.m. Please join us for 
the first guest speaker of  the 
year and the opportunity to 
become a member. Further 
information is available at 
www.gardenaurora.com or by 
calling 905-713-6660. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
The Aurora Seniors’ Centre 

will hold a very special event 
tonight called “The Old Tyme 
Music Hall.” This is a variety 
show with singing, lots of  
music and comedy set in a pub 
atmosphere of  England in the 
early 1900s. There will be a fish 
and chips dinner with dessert, 
tea or coffee. A cash bar will be 
available, as well as prizes to be 
won! Costumes of  the period 
are encouraged and everyone 
is welcome. Ticket are $10 each 
and will be available at the 

Seniors’ Centre after February 
3. Doors open at 5.30 p.m. with 
dinner at 6.30 p.m. and the 
show at 8 p.m. Get your tickets 
early as this promises to be a 
great event!

* * * * 
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street is proud to 
present The Great Artist Piano 
Series, with Moshe Hammer, 
violin and Angela Park, piano. 
Program to include Kreisler, 
Dvorak, Brahms and Saint-
Saens.  Doors open 7.30 p.m.; 
concert at 8 p.m. Tickets $25 
Senior (60+) and Student (up 
to 18 years); $30 Adult with 
general admission seating. 
Fully accessible venue; 
elevator at north entrance. To 
purchase drop by the Centre, 
or call 905-713-1818. www.
auroraculturalcentre.ca.

SATURDAY, MARCH 1
Attention tweens! Develop 

your sketching skills and 
explore new terrain with 
artist Bill Lewochko at the 
Aurora Public Library. Learn 
tips and techniques that will 
enable you to draw animals in 
their natural habitats. A $10 
fee includes all materials. To 
reserve your spot, please call 
905-727-9494 x280.

* * * * 
Mozart’s Requiem Mass in 

D Minor, under the direction 
of  Tony Browning, will be 
performed by the York Chamber 
Ensemble and Tapestry Choir 
at Trinity Anglican Church (79 
Victoria Street) tonight at 7.30 
.m. A portion of  the proceeds 
will go to Trinity Anglican 
Church. A second performance 
will be held at Marylake Shrine 
(Keele Street, King) at 3 p.m. on 
March 23.

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
Christ Lutheran Church 

will host this year’s World Day 
of  Prayer tonight at 7.30 p.m. 
The Women of  Egypt invite 
you to join with them in this 
celebration, praying under the 
theme “Streams in the Desert.”

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
CHATS – Community and 

Home Assistance to Seniors’ 
– Caregiver and Support 
Education presents a free 
workshop from 7 – 8.30 p.m. 
tonight where you can learn 
about taxation of  pensions and 
other sources of  income, about 
tax credits available to you and 
your loved ones, and receive 
general tips for filing your 
taxes. The seminar will be held 
at CHATS’ Aurora office at 240 

Edward Street, Suite 1. Space is 
limited. Register at 905-508-5860 
x227 or email hpatten@chats.
on.ca. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 

22 Church Street presents 
John Sheard, piano, with “The 
Great Reunion Concert” with 
jazz/blues chanteuse Terra 
Hazelton, for a memorable 
night of  Hoagy, Ella and so 
much more. Joined by Dennis 
Pendrith on the upright bass. 
Tickets $25 in advance, or $30 
day of  concert. Doors open 7.30 
p.m.; concert at 8 p.m., with 
general admission seating and 
a cash bar. Fully accessible 
venue; elevator at north 
entrance. To purchase drop by 
the Centre, or call 905-713-1818. 
www.auroraculturalcentre.ca

APRIL 25 – APRIL 26
The Aurora United Church 

Spring Rummage Sale will 
once again be held Friday at 
Saturday at the Yonge and 
Mosley Church. Friday, April 25 
from 1 p.m. – 8 p.m., individual 
prices. Saturday, April 26 from 
9 a.m. – 12 p.m., bag sale. Sale 
items include clothes, linen, 
books, toys, and garage sale 
items. For more information, 
call 905-727-1935.

Beacon Hall 
Golf Club 

is hosting a public 
meeting to present 
its annual report on 
Class 9 pesticide use 
as required by Ontar-
io Regulation 63/09 
under the Pesticide 
Act. The annual report  
summarizes the use of 
class 9 pesticides used 
at Beacon Hall Golf 
Club in 2013. The meet-
ing will take place at  
Beacon Hall Golf Course 
Operations Centre, 2nd 
Floor, at 14121 Yonge 
St, Aurora, ON, L4G 
3G8 at 10:00am on  
Feb 27, 2014

Paul Scenna, 
Paul.Scenna 

@beaconhall.com
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From page 15

$500
napoleonfireplaces.com

*
*FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Please call for details

THIS COULD BE YOUR SPOT
Not everyone needs your services all the time, 

why not be there when the do!
To advertise in THE AURORAN 

At Your Service Directory call: 905-727-3300

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTALALUMINUM REPAIRS

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS WATER

PAINTER

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

905-841-6334  

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavestrough Repairs 
• Caulking
• Eavestrough Cleaning

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

HANDYMAN RENOVATIONS

QUALITY WORkMANSHIP
COMPETITIvE PRICES

Specializing in: drywall repairs, flooring, 
tiling, backsplash & trim work.  

Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates

CGM RENOVATIONS

416-271-7762

 reverse osmosis filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refineosoft Water Softener and receive a 

New Years Special!
2 Rooms $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

CLEANERS

18A Wellington St. E. Aurora • Email: jennynailsspa@gmail.com

Jenny’s Nails Spa Inc. 
Direct Line # 905-727-9900

www.jennynailsspa.ca

(On-Line & Text Booking now Available)
Nails & Waxing Service

Texting Only # 647-296-2130

All types of Filters, Humidifiers,
Air Cleaners, Water Pumps 

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, OntarioL4G 1P1
Tel: (905) 895-3425 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca
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Flyer front jka.pdf   1   7/19/13   5:34 PM

15393 Yonge Street, Aurora, OntarioL4G 1P1
Tel: (905) 895-3425 Fax: (905) 726-3098

www.allanlaw.ca

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Flyer front jka.pdf   1   7/19/13   5:34 PM

Gordon F. Allan Jason K. Allan

Our Services 
Real Estate  •  Family Law 

Estate Administration, Litigation and Planning 

“Fish or cut bait,” says Ballard on Promenade
we can evaluate it 
and say we can do 
better.”

Councillor John 
Abel said he agreed, 
but pointed out it 
will likely become 
a scenario the 2014 
– 2018 Council will 
ultimately have 
to make. Putting 
forward $2 million 
on pavers is a 
first step he said 
he would “never 
support” and added 
further thought 
needs to be given to 
creativity including 
measures to help 
trees thrive in 
urban streetscapes. 

Putting the 
$2 million aside, 
Councillor Michael 
Thompson said 
these objections 
should point to a 
greater review of  
the promenade plan 
overall. 

“Maybe the 
proper thing to do 
is re-look at the 
streetscape design 
plan and if  we 
would rather see 
other initiatives to 
achieve the look 
or design that will 
help revitalize 
the downtown,” 
he said, before 
Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner noted her 
support of  taking a 
second crack at the 
Promenade. 

“I think there 
are other ways 
to achieve some 

boldness down there 
without bearing that cost,” 
added Mayor Geoffrey 
Dawe. “As I said last week, 
maybe cut down a lane on 
each side [on Yonge Street] 
and extend that sidewalk 
area and give them some 
summer space. Maybe it is 
a temporary solution [but] 
going back and re-looking 
at this with some different 
eyes may be a good thing.”

Other Councillors, 
however, were not so sure 
giving the plan another 
review was the right 
way forward, including 
Councillor Sandra 
Humfryes, who said she did 
not want opportunities to 
be lost with a delay.

“We need to revitalize 
our downtown,” she said. 
“We all feel the same way, 
but we don’t seem to want 
to move anything forward 
and put a stake in the 
ground. I am disappointed 
we are going to continually 
send it back. We need to 
invest in this Town and if  
we’re not going to spend the 
money, we’re not going to 
revitalize, which we all say 
we want to do.”

The most vocal opponent 
to sending the plan back to 
staff  was Councillor Chris 
Ballard, who helped lead the 
charge as a citizen at large 
during the last Council term 
to make the promenade plan 
a reality. He said it was time 

for Council to either “fish or 
cut bait” on the Plan.

“[The recommendation] 
is saying what we have been 
saying all along, which has 
been in the Plan from day 
one, that we have to move 
this into our capital plan 
to start working on it,” he 
said. “18 months out, if  we 
continue to dicker and put 
this off, it will be 20 more 
years and our downtown 
will have crumbled to dust 
and people will be pointing 
their fingers saying there 
was another plan, more 
money, all wasted. We can 
talk about priorities in what 
goes first, but let’s get this 
thing moving, for heaven 
sakes!”

MEET THE BOARD
Directors of the Aurora Historical Society Board were voted in 
at Hillary House on Thursday night. Although some of the new 
officers were not able to attend the meeting, board members 
in attendance included Bob McRoberts, John Smale, Shumai-
la Waqas, AHS President John McIntyre, who returns to the 
post after a long absence, Geoffrey Storms, new vice presi-
dent Bill Albino, and curator Catherine Richards. For more with 
Mr. McIntyre on his new term as president, check back in next 
week’s edition of The Auroran.         Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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HOURS:  
Wed. & Thurs. 10 a.m. till 8 p.m., 

Fri. & Sat. 10 a.m. till 6 p.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m. till 5 p.m. 

FEB. 19th to 23RD

FEB. 19TH - 23RD

40 Engelhard Dr., Unit 2, Aurora, Ontario L4G 6X6  

(while quantities last) 

WAREHOUSE
Sale!!

For more details please go to www.brandwizard.ca

$ 2.99
Retail $6.29

 

Our Price

Lysol fabric 
mist 

800ml 
Up to 

70% OFF
Health Care

Products

$ 7.99
Retail $18.99

 

Our Price

Nivia
Q10 

Skin Firming
1L

$6.99
Retail $12.99

 

Our Price

Aveeno
2PK 

310ml

$1.49
Retail $3.29

 

Our Price

Sunsilk 
S&C 

355ml

$14.99
Retail $40.00

 

Our Price

Neo Strata
mist 

800ml 

Jewellery 

$ 7.99
Retail $10.99

 

Our Price

Dayquil 
+ Nyquil 

$ 2.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price

Dove 
Beauty 

Bars

$ 7.99
Retail $14.99

 

Our Price

Finish 
Powerball  

60 tabs

$12.99
Retail $23.99

 

Our Price

Bio Oil 
125ml

$ 9.99
Retail $21.99

 

Our Price

Burt’s Bees

$ 2.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

Johnson’s
Baby

bubble bath

$ 4.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

Listerine
1L

$ 1.99
Retail $4.99

 

Our Price

Band-Aid

$9.99
Retail $19.98

 

Our Price

Schick
Gift

$ 3.00
Retail $7;67

 

Our Price

John 
Frieda 
250ml

FROM $3
- $12

70% Off

$14.99
Retail $29.99

 

Our PriceCetaphil
3 PK

$ 2.99
Retail $5.99

 

Our PriceColgate

$ 4.99
Retail $16.99

 

Our Price

Emergen Clean
30’s

$ 4.99
Retail $8.47

 

Our Price

Scrubbing 
Bubbles 

$ 4.99
Retail $7.97

 

Our Price

Schick 
Womens 

Disposable

$5.99
Retail $16.49

 

Our Price

Centrum

$ 4.99
Retail $8.49

 

Our Price

Jergens 
Overnight 
Fix 620ml 

$ 4.99
Retail $8.99

 

Our Price

Loreal

$ 9.99
Retail $22.99

 

Our Price

Luna
15’s

$ 1.99
Retail $3.49

 

Our Price

Uncle Lee 
Green Tea

18’s

$ 9.99
Retail $19.99

 

Our Price

Clif Bar
12 Bars

$ 2.99
Retail $9.98

 

Our Price
Glade

Nautica 
Sleepwear 

 All $5 
Retail $35

- $55

$6.99
Retail $16.99

 

Our Price

Dr. Scholls

$2.99
Retail $7.99

 

Our Price

Nivea
Shower Cream 

500ml
$ 4.99
Retail $11.99

 

Our Price

Curél

Prices too low 
we can’t show!


