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By Brock Weir

Getting your cheeks pinched is something 
teenagers usually try to avoid, but having 
your cheeks swabbed? There better be a good 
reason.

Last year, students at Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School found that very reason in 
Sarah Watkin. Inspired by the six-year-old’s 
struggle with leukemia and finding a bone 
marrow donor, the students put their heads 
together and came up with a bone marrow 
clinic, inviting members of  the school 
communities to open up, get swabbed, and add 
themselves to the list of  possible bone marrow 
matches. 

Based on their success last year, these 
tenacious students are thinking bigger – 
making it a community affair both inside the 
walls of  Williams and out into greater Aurora. 

Students are spearheading Something for 

Sarah, their continued efforts for Sarah and 
her family. Events get off  to an early start 
next Thursday, February 6, at Boston Pizza at 
First Commerce Drive and Wellington Street 
East when students hit Boston Pizza, don their 
aprons and become celebrity servers for the 
evening. 

From 6 – 9 p.m., 10 per cent of  all receipts 
will go towards the Williams’ Something for 
Sarah campaign. The main event, however, 
unfolds within the school itself  on February 
13. For $25 per ticket, students, teachers, and 
the community at large can expect “lots of  
finger foods, a student art show, live music, 
children’s games,” and, of  course, the bone 
marrow clinic, with all proceeds benefiting 
the Watkin Family. 

“The entire community is invited to this 
event, so we want to make it great for all ages 
and not just high school students,” says Grade 
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Progressive Conservatives face-off 
to succeed Frank Klees

Williams’ students plan something extra special for “Something for Sarah”

Dr. G.W. Williams students Haven Moulds, Sydney Cobbold 
and Kianna Gram are just three students collaborating on 
two initiatives, beginning next week, for Something for  
Sarah and bone marrow donor awareness. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir

By Brock Weir

Newmarket Councillors Maddie Di Muccio and Jane Twinney 
are among those seeking the Progressive Conservative nomination 
for Newmarket-Aurora.

The two are the first to jump into the race, following MPP Frank 
Klees’ surprise announcement on Tuesday he would not be seeking 
re-election after nearly 20 years at Queen’s Park. He will, however, 
continue to serve out the remainder of  his term.  

“They are very big shoes to fill,” Councillor Di Muccio, a long-
time and active member in local Conservative and Progressive 
Conservative politics, told The Auroran last week. “I think Frank 
has done an incredible job representing this riding. I haven’t made 
any formal decision, but at this point, it looks like I will be. Having 
said that, until the end of  my own term at this Council, my priority 
continues to remain as a Councillor representing Ward 6.”

Councillor Di Muccio said she would spend the weekend 
speaking with family, friends and supporters, and ultimately filed 
her nomination papers on Tuesday.

Looking ahead to Provincial matters, education and taxes 
remain at the top of  her list, including her opposition to further 
taxes on gas. 

Now in her first term as a Newmarket Councillor, her tenure 
thus far has not been without controversy and contention around 
the Council table. Nevertheless, she said she believes she has 
done a “very good job in a short amount of  time” standing up for 
taxpayers. 

When athletes march into 
Olympic Stadium for the 
opening ceremonies in  
Sochi, Russia next month, 
Aurora’s Derek Living-
ston will be among them. 
Livingston was one of 19 
snowboarders named to 
Team Canada last week. 

Photo courtesy of  
Canada Snowboard

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees addresses supporters 
at St. Andrew’s Valley Golf Course last Tuesday, announcing 
his decision not to seek re-election. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Aurora’s Livingston lands spot on Olympic team
By Jeff Doner

After breaking his collarbone on New Year’s 
Eve, Aurora’s Derek Livingston had some doubts 
about his chances of  making Canada’s Olympic 
snowboarding team.

But those doubts disappeared last week when he 
was named to the final roster.

“I don’t really know how to explain it, but it has 
been a dream of  mine for the last four years to go and 
it’s still hard to believe that it’s actually happening,” 
he told The Auroran before leaving for Switzerland  
on Monday night to train with his team. “I guess it 
won’t really set in until I’m there.”

With a speedy recovery from the broken 
collarbone, Livingston was cleared to participate 
in the final Canadian qualifier in Quebec City two 

weeks ago, where he earned enough points to secure 
his ranking.

But, he admitted that leading up to that, things got 
a little tense.

“It has been a stressful month up until last week,” 
he said. “Leading up to the last event I was expecting 
[to make the team], but then, after the collarbone 
break, that shattered my world and I didn’t even 
think I was going to be able to compete in the event. 
I got in touch with a couple really good surgeons and 
they did an amazing job along with my team and my 
physiotherapists.”

“For a couple days after my event, and before the 
announcement, I was on the bubble – so that was a 
really stressful few days.”
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Events at the Aurora Public Library  

Spouses Zorica and Nenad Miric have teamed together to present 
a joint art exhibit of lively colour in both realistic and abstract 
forms. Visit the APL’s Colleen Abbott Gallery from now until Friday, 
February 28 and enjoy this unique artistic display. 

Reserve your spot today for the Aurora Public Library’s event, 
Valentine Craft Round-up, on Wednesday, February 5. Participants 
can make several gifts such as craft flowers, art and jewelry for their 
loved ones and then wrap them up! Call 905-727-9494 ext. 280 to 
reserve a spot. This workshop is for children ages six to nine years 
old and the price to participate is $8.50.

2014 Budget  

The Town of Aurora continues its 2014 Budget review sessions. 
Residents are invited and encouraged to have their voices heard 
by attending and speaking at an upcoming session: 

Monday, February 3 at 7 p.m.

Meetings will continue throughout January and February 2014. 

All meetings will be held in Council Chambers, located at Aurora 
Town Hall, 100 John West Way. 

Your last chance to provide input will be on Monday, Febrary 
10. Those who wish to speak are encouraged to register with the 
Clerk’s office in advance by emailing csecretariat@aurora.ca 
Those who do not register will be allowed to make a presentation
if time permits.

Budget information will be posted to the Town’s website at 
www.aurora.ca/2014budget and updated throughout the 
process. For more information about the 2014 Budget, please 
contact Dan Elliott, Director of Corporate and Finanical Services/
Treasurer at ourtownbudget@aurora.ca

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the following 
positions:

Mechanic (6 month contract)  $26.68 to $29.65 per hour 

Summer Camp:

Camp Director: $12.53 to $14.23 per hour
Camp Assistant Director: $11.56 to $13.14 per hour
Camp Counsellor: $10.78 to $12.25 per hour 

   
Application deadline is Friday, January 31 

Summer Labourer (Parks) $11.56 to $13.14 per hour

Spring/Summer Part-Time Aquatics:

Deck Supervisor(s): $18.15 to $20.62 per hour
Aquatic Instructor(s): $16.44 to $18.69 per hour
Lifeguard(s): $13.64 to $15.51 per hour 

Application deadline is Monday, February 3.

We invite you to forward your resume, specifying your position(s) 
of interest, to Human Resources, Town of Aurora, 100 John West 
Way, Box 1000, Aurora, ON, L4G 6J1 or email to hr@aurora.ca 

For more information, visit www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Upcoming Trips with the Aurora Seniors’ Centre  

My Happy Valentine

Where: Niagara-on-the-Lake
When:  Thursday, February 13
Price:  $83 for members, $88 for non-members 
Trip Includes: One hour at the Floral Showhouse, buffet 
lunch at the White Oaks Resort, tour and tasting at Chocolate 
FX, tour and tasting at Hernder Estate Wines and luxury motor 
coach transportation. 

Branson

Where: Branson, Missouri 
When: Wednesday, April 23 to Saturday, April 26
Trip Information: Branson is the entertainment capital of 
America. See the beautiful Ozark Mountains and join us as we 
experience food, shopping, sightseeing, nightlife and shows

For more information or to book, please contact Andrew Bailey at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3611 or abailey@aurora.ca

Outdoor Skating Rinks   

The four outdoor ice rinks 
located at Machell Park, Aurora 
Town Park, Ada Johnson Park 
and Confederation Park are 
now all open!

All four rinks have lighting and 
will operate until 11 p.m. 
Duration of the rink availability is weather dependant.

For more information, please contact the Parks & Recreation 
department at 905-727-3123 ext. 3233. 

Dinner and a Movie 

Bolt (Rated PG) 

Where:  Aurora Public Library 
When: Saturday, February 1 
Ages: 11 to 14 year-olds 
Price: Entry is $3 per person and pizza will be served. 
 
For more information, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 3121.

REMINDERS

Pet Licence Renewal Reminder  

The Town of Aurora reminds owners of dogs and cats that licences must be renewed 
no later than February 15 each year. 

Pet license fees are as follows:

Pet Regular price Micro-chipped Seniors Rate
Dog $30 $22.50 $15
Cat $20 $15 $10

Pet Licenses are available for purchase at the following locations:
• Pet Valu – 1 Henderson Drive, Aurora
• Pet Valu – 15340 Bayview Avenue, 

Aurora
• Aurora Town Hall 1st Floor – 100 John 

West Way, Aurora
• York Region OSPCA – 16586 

Woodbine Avenue, Newmarket

If you require more information, please contact the By-law Services division at 
905-727-3123 ext. 4751 or email bylawdept@aurora.ca 

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 
Tuesday, February 4 10:30 a.m. Joint Council Committee
Tuesday, February 4 6 p.m. Special Council*
Tuesday, February 4 7 p.m. General Committee*
Wednesday, February 5 7 p.m. Accessibility Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 6 7 p.m. Environmental Advisory Committee 
Monday, February 10 7 p.m. Special General Committee* – 2014 Budget Review
Tuesday, February 11 6 p.m. Council
Wednesday, February 12 7 p.m. Heritage Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 13 7 p.m. Economic Development Advisory Committee
Thursday, February 13 7 p.m. Committee of Adjustment

Meetings are open to the public and held at Aurora Town Hall. Council meetings can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10. 
For a full list of upcoming meetings, please visit www.aurora.ca/calendar 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Come to Aurora Town Park every evening 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until Monday, February 17, 2014
and enjoy skating under the lights on a giant outdoor ice rink.
WEATHER-PERMITTING

For more information, please visit www.aurora.ca

Sponsored by

physiotherapy clinic

A CURORA HRYSLER

The next municipal election in The Town of Aurora will be held 
on Monday, October 27. Nominations are now open and 
forms can be viewed and downloaded online at 
www.aurora.ca/vote2014  

Residents are encouraged to educate themselves on the 
election process and the candidates running for office. Have 
your voice heard on election day and vote!

PUBLIC NOTICES
Aurora 150 Time Capsule

Join us on Monday, February 3 at 6 p.m., prior to the Special 
General Committee Budget Meeting, as The Town of Aurora 
seals and installs the sesquicentennial time capsule. 2013 was 
the Town’s 150th year and was celebrated with a series of events 
commemorating our past, present and future. Monday, February 
3 marks the first day of the 151st year of The Town of Aurora. The 
time capsule contains artifacts and memorabilia from the Aurora 
150 celebration and from residents.

Wi-Fi in Aurora

The Town of Aurora is now 
offering free high-speed 
wireless Internet access 
(Wi-Fi) to visitors at Town 
Hall and the Stronach Aurora 

Recreation Complex, following a successful three-week trial of the 
new service in December and early January. 

Visitors to these locations can access the wireless “hotspot” by 
clicking the “Town of Aurora Wi-Fi” connection which appears 
under the list of available networks on your computer or hand-
held device. Detailed instructions are available at the front desk 
of both facilities

Salvation Army Kettle Drive Results!

The Town of Aurora and the Salvation Army held its annual 
Kettle Drive during the month of December and is pleased 
to announce more than $31,000 was raised! Your generous 
contributions help provide practical assistance to vulnerable 
members of our community during the holidays and 
throughout the year. 

Sincere thanks to Walmart, The Real Canadian Superstore, 
Metro, The Beer Store and LCBO of Aurora for hosting the 
Kettle Drive. Thanks also to everyone who donated and 
volunteered to make this year’s campaign a resounding 
success! 

Participate in Doors Open Aurora 2014

The Town of Aurora and the Aurora 
Heritage Advisory Committee are hosting 
the 2014 Doors Open Aurora event on 
Saturday, August 16.  Doors Open Aurora 
is part of Doors Open Ontario, an event 
that has attracted thousands of visitors 
each year since its start in 2002.

Our 2013 event was a great success with 
more than 3,800 visits to 16 participating 
sites.

In 2014, the Doors Open Aurora Organizing Committee hopes to 
recruit approximately 16 sites of architectural, historical or natural 
significance. 

If you would like to apply to take part in the Doors Open Aurora 
2014 event, please call 905-727-3123 ext. 4226 or email 
planning@aurora.ca to learn more and to obtain an application 
form.

2014 Community Recognition and Citizen of the 
Year Awards

Do you know a person or organization that is making Aurora a 
better place to live because of their volunteer efforts? 

Make sure they get the recognition they deserve by nominating 
them for a Community Recognition Award. This year the 
Citizen of the Year award will be presented at the Community 
Recognition Awards, as opposed to a separate ceremony. 
Submit a nomination by visiting www.aurora.ca/2014awards 
and complete the application form. 

For more information please contact Erika Vilmanis, Corporate 
Events Co-ordinator, Town of Aurora at 905-727-3123 ext. 
4232 evilmanis@aurora.ca

Character Community Foundation of York Region
Registered charity #88722 1406 RR0001

Nominate someone deserving today!

Categories for 2014:

Business Person of Character

Organization of Character

Citizens of Character

Educator of Character

School of Character

Change our World - Environmental

Change our World - Community

Character Through the Arts

Character Through Sports

Nomination deadline:  February 10, 2014

Nomination forms and additional information available at:

www.charactercommunity.com
or call: 905 895 5155 ext. 134

Wednesday, April 30, 2014
Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts

 

8th Annual York Region

Awards

When you think of 
        good character  who comes to mind?   

Doors Open
Aurora
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Briefly

From page 1

POLICE PROBE NEW LEAD IN LEWIS-
McFARLANE MURDER

Police investigating the murder of  Aurora resident Shirley Lewis-
McFarlane were investigating a new lead Tuesday. As The Auroran went to 
press, Superintendent Yvonne Martin Daley of  the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force, confirmed their Major Investigations Task Force had discovered a new 
piece of  evidence after acquaintances held for questioning earlier this month 
had been released. “We are working on some very strong leads,” she said. “We 
had to release the persons we had in custody because the kind of  information 
we would have wanted [from them] we didn’t get. We are working on some new 
leads coming out of  some forensic evidence we got on the ground.” Martin 
Daley added further information would be forthcoming later this week. Lewis-
McFarlane’s body was discovered in her Discovery Bay, Jamaica home on 
December 30. An autopsy revealed blunt force trauma and strangulation as 
the cause of  death. For updates, visit www.theauroran.com. 

MAYOR RE-ELECTED TO LSCRA BOARD
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe has been re-elected as vice chair of  the Lake Simcoe 

Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA). Mayor Dawe was re-elected to the 
position last week. The board also re-elected chair Debbie Bath, who also 
serves as Regional Councillor in Durham and Deputy Mayor of  the Township 
of  Brock. “The enthusiasm and passion that is demonstrated by the Board of  
Directors and the staff  at LSRCA has been especially evident to me over the 
past three years I’ve sat on the board,” said Mayor Dawe in a statement. “To 
now have an even larger role in supporting and advancing the work of  the 
LSRCA as vice chair gives me tremendous satisfaction.”

MEN ARE DOGS…
…at least according to Theatre Aurora. “Men Are Dogs”, a play by Joe 

Simonelli, opens next Friday, February 7 at the Factory Theatre on Henderson 
Drive. Produced by Sally Ayers and under the direction of  Peter Kerenyi, 
the comedy features six women taking out their frustration on just two 
men. One of  the women, Cecilia, is a psychologist running a support group 
for divorcees and singles, but her clientele skews on the neurotic side. Two 
male volunteers who put themselves forward to help the women vent their 
frustrations quickly regret their decision. Theatre Aurora promises the play 
will leave audiences laughing. Simonelli, who hails from New York, has been 
writing and performing in plays since 2000. Performances run on select dates 
and times through February 22. For more information, including tickets, visit 
www.theatreaurora.com or call 905-727-3699.

Continued on page 18
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OMARS–Celebrating our 44th year in business in Aurora

Featuring: 
7 Downey, Mavi, Buffalo, Kensie & Lola
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SALE on now

SALE EXTENDED

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Changes to The Town of Aurora’s Building By-law
Staff from The Town of Aurora’s Building & By-law Services department is hosting a public 
meeting to consider changes to the fees set out in the Building By-law (By-law #5402-12),  
a bylaw respecting construction, demolition, change of use and other building permits,  
as per the requirements of the Building Code Act, subsection 7(6). 
 
When: Wednesday, February 19 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Where: Aurora Town Hall, 100 John West Way, Tannery Boardroom (Second floor)
 
A presentation will outline changes to the classes of permits and the fee schedule. 

A package will be made available to meeting attendees, outlining the proposed changes to the 
classes of permits and fee schedule and the rationale for those changes.

For further information, please contact:

Dale Robson, Manager of Code Reviews and Inspections 
Building and By-law Services 
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4319  
Email: drobson@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123 ext. 4319

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE 
BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES 

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted legal advice since 1983

“Politics is a very nasty world and we 
need people who won’t back down and I 
think I have shown that with my track 
record I won’t back down,” she said. “I 
would like to continue Frank’s tradition of  
strong government. I also realise politics, 
especially with organized parties, it is 
[about] teamwork, loyalty and making sure 
the message is strong and consistent. That 
is something I definitely propose that I will 
do and qualities I would like to carry on.”

Although a Councillor in Newmarket, 
Councillor Di Muccio said her Aurora 
connections run deep both as a former 
resident, and as a mother whose son goes 
to school within the municipality. She said 
she is a York Region person to her core and 
wouldn’t consider herself  an “outsider of  
Aurora by any stretch.”

While the two often don’t see eye to eye, 
Councillor Di Muccio and fellow first-timer 
Councillor Twinney share a conservative 
philosophy. Having served on the board 
of  the local riding association, Councillor 
Twinney said she worked on Mr. Klees’ 
first election campaign in the newly created 
riding on Newmarket-Aurora and also 
participated in his leadership campaign. 

She said she was “very sad” to hear his 
decision as she hoped he would go for at 
least one more election. 

Having recently filed her papers to seek 
re-election as Councillor for Newmarket’s 
Ward 3, the opportunity created by Mr. 
Klees had to be given serious consideration. 

“One of  the factors in putting my name 
forward is the nomination is going to be 
very quick,” she said. “Had it not been, I 

would have had thought about it in different 
ways. [The nomination] is going to be in a 
matter of  weeks.

Although a long-time Newmarket 
resident, she has worked with and served 
community organizations that straddle 
both sides of  the Newmarket-Aurora 
boarder, including Community Living and 
Bereaved Families of  York Region. Having 
been brought up with conservative values 
by an entrepreneurial father, she says she is 
committed to serving the community. 

“It has brought be more joy and the most 
satisfaction than anything I have done in 
my professional life,” she says. “I am sure 
there are going to be people who look at 
[taking this opportunity] in a negative way, 
but when you serve your constituents in 
a political way, opportunities, just like in 
professional life, you are always looking at 
ways to improve on what you are doing in a 
much higher level. 

“The problem is, sometimes things don’t 
line up and you don’t finish one job and 
move onto the next. It is not that simple.”

Councillors Di Muccio and Twinney 
join Aurora Councillor Chris Ballard in 
the Provincial race. Seeking the Liberal 
nomination, Councillor Ballard announced 
his candidacy last fall. They still need their 
respective candidacies approved by their 
respective party’s riding associations and 
further candidates can also challenge them 
for the posts.

Two further Aurora residents also 
expressed interest over the weekend in 
seeking the Progressive Conservative nod 
although neither were prepared to go on 
the record at this time due to their current 
work commitments.

Aurora tax increase stands at 3.81%, 
final approval set for February 25

By Brock Weir

February 10 will be your final chance to make a last-
minute pitch to Council on the 2014 Budget.

Councillors wrapped up deliberations on the 2014 
Operating Budget Monday night. The session focused 
on the Aurora Public Library, Aurora Cultural Centre, 
Aurora Historical Society and the Central York Fire 
Services. 

All things considered, the Town’s proposed tax 
hike now stands at 3.81 per cent. Combined with tax 
increases from the Region of  York, as well as education 
taxes, this comes to a combined tax increase of  2.02 per 
cent on residential tax bills. Residents can expect to 
see an increase of  $20.15 on their tax bills per $100,000 
of  assessed value, or $80.60 for the year on the average 
Aurora property valued at $400,000. 

Going into Monday’s meeting, the proposed increase 
stood at 3.73 per cent for the Town’s share of  the tax rate. 
Following the approval of  the $3.4 million budget for the 
Aurora Public Library, Council also authorised a $7,000 
increase to funding for the Aurora Cultural Centre. A 
large portion of  this increase, however, stems from 
a $20,000 extra boost to the Aurora Historical Society 
(AHS). 

The beleaguered local heritage body, which owns and 
operates Hillary House, continues to struggle to make 
ends meet. Despite fundraisers, they are in the red and 
continue dipping into their reserves, which now stand 
at less than $100,000. 

This has triggered a need to evaluate their future, 
AHS president Suzanne Reiner told Councillors. The 
Society has laid off  one employee, a curator largely 
tasked with maintaining and researching the Aurora 
Collection before those artefacts were acquired by the 
Town of  Aurora, and converted their two remaining 
full-time positions to part-time. 

“By reducing our staff, it is going to change how we 
deliver programs,” said Ms. Reiner, noting her pride in 
what they have achieved. 

She credits their efforts in building awareness of  
the society in the community to attracting eight new 
members to the AHS board, who will be confirmed in 
their posts in February.

“We’re asking for $70,000 to achieve [our goals] so 
maybe we can hire back that staff  to keep our programs 
running,” she said, adding in particular, efforts with 
an educator to bring heritage programming into local 
schools. “I would [hate to lose that] before we have a 

chance to develop that.”
Councillors were largely supportive of  their request 

to keep them going, arguing that this will help them 
make ends meet as they turn the corner. 

Further funds would also go towards providing 
cost of  living increases for remaining staff, upgrading 
computers, work on furnaces on the site, continued 
restoration, and bringing in an arborist to help address 
cleanup following the ice storm. 

There are also considerations being made towards 
the future of  Hillary House itself. While it is a designated 
National Historic Site, it receives no funding from the 
Federal Government for upkeep. It has also been at 
the centre of  the controversial Hillary-McIntyre Park 
proposal, but talks regarding the building’s ownership 
are also taking place between the AHS and the Ontario 
Heritage Trust.

“I will present my report [on the Trust] at the next 
board meeting next week because they are just waiting 
for direction from us on what we are going to do,” Ms. 
Reiner told Council. “It will be a beneficial help to us 
and we will see what direction that takes us.”

Speaking in favour of  the budget, their request was 
moved by Councillor Sandra Humfryes and seconded 
by Councillor Chris Ballard. She said the AHS needs it 
and it would be money well spent. 

“I think what you need to do is just take a little bit of  
time to focus more and really figure out what you need 
to do to take some of  the better results of  the program 
and maybe go back to smaller events where you can get 
full force fundraising,” she said, referring to the 2013 
Hillary House Ball. 

Added Councillor Ballard: “We are concerned, 
maybe not about the fate of  the Society because I think 
it will carry on long into the future, but [about] that 
jewel on Yonge Street. I will be watching and listening 
and I am very interested in what the board comes up 
with and where the community goes with that.

“While I do have some concerns, I feel this is a really 
important year for yourselves and Hillary House.”

Councillor Paul Pirri, on the other hand, was less 
enthusiastic about the plan. Citing nearly tripled 
deficits over the last four years, he suggested it is time 
to refocus. 

“I  am not sure the Town’s monies will be well 
invested in this manner,” he said.

Councillors also tasked staff  with finding more 
“creative” ways to fund the $20,000 increase without 
making it a tax burden before final approval.

Newmarket Councillors eye MPP post
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I have never been one to lose 
sleep over keeping up with the 
Joneses. Perhaps it is a conscious 
decision to distance myself  from my 
grandparents’ generation who were 
always fascinated about what was 
going on on the other side of  their 
back fence. Perhaps it was childhood 
trauma from next door neighbours 
who made it their business to patrol 
the comings and goings on the street as 
if  their entire lives depended on it. 

Then again, there is also the effect of  
growing up watching reruns of  Bewitched – laughing 
along with everyone else at Gladys Kravitz’ hysteria at 
all those wacky things Mrs. Stephens and her mother 
were doing across the street – which gave me an extra 
tutorial about what not to do. 

Whatever the reason, I tend to think I am the better 
for it.

After last week, however, all bets are off. My binoculars 
are fully buffed, my popcorn is popped and I’m glued to 
our collective back fence to see just what those wacky 
characters in Newmarket are up to because… well, they 
are coming for us. Don’t be alarmed. Just be vigilant. 

I have to say I was as surprised as the next guy when 
I got the call Frank Klees was not seeking re-election. 
Whether or not you agree with him, his passion for 
provincial politics was clear and I naturally assumed he 
was in it for the long haul – not that 20 years is anything 
short of  that!

Nevertheless, his announcement seems to have 
opened up the floodgates of  local conservatives looking, 
nay, clamoring, to fill his very roomy shoes. 

Leave it to Frank Klees to unleash a political game 
changer when we least expected it. I don’t know about 
the rest of  you, but in just a few short hours after the 
announcement, the floodgates opened and suddenly 
our municipal election, which has, at press time, just 
two declared candidates keeping each other company, 
has no choice but to eat the Provincial Election’s dust… 
and we don’t even know when it is going to be. 

Conservatives on Twitter immediately sprang into 
action, encouraging their political favourites to throw 
their respective hats into the political ring. Some had 
current commitments to a particular constituency. 
Others had recently formalized their long-held 
aspirations for certain political offices, but all bets 
seemed to be off  the table as they collectively salivated 
at this tantalizing post – and most of  the action, so far, 
seems to be emanating from Newmarket.

First out of  the gate was Newmarket Councillor 
Maddie Di Muccio, a controversial politician to be 
sure who has equally passionate bands of  supporters 
and detractors within the Newmarket community and 
beyond. Of  Councillor di Muccio, it cannot be said that 
she is without conviction of  who she is and what she 
stands for. She has a voice and she is not afraid to use it. 

After she came onto the provincial scene, there 
was rife speculation on just who would be next. Active 
conservative blogger, and social media impresario, 
Darryl Wolk, was the next person to make a serious 
flirtation with jumping municipal ship onto the 
provincial bandwagon. After promising his supporters 
a dramatic reveal of  his decision on Monday morning, 
however, he ultimately decided to stick to his plan to 
be Newmarket’s next Regional Councillor and Deputy 
Mayor. 

In the meantime, however, coming up from behind 
was fellow Newmarket Councillor Jane Twinney. 
Describing herself  as a life-long conservative, she 
confirmed her intentions over the weekend. She 
and Councillor Di Muccio are the only two female 
Councillors among our northern neighbours and 
considering their own dynamic around that table, this 
race will certainly be one to watch.

Other potential candidates are mulling over the 
prospect. Some will decide to bite the bullet and jump 
in, others will bow out accordingly or be weeded out 
by the party, but I think it is fair to say this will be one 
nomination race that will capture public attention, 
the likes of  which haven’t been seen since Lois Brown 

challenged Belinda Stronach for the 
local Conservative nod. 

Stay tuned!

GOOD NEIGHBOUR POLICY
While we’re on the subject of  our 

neighbours, for better or worse, they 
are like family. You can’t pick ‘em, but 
you still have to live with ‘em. Recently, 
we have seen these neighbourhood 
networks (small Ns for both) spring 
into action, particularly during the ice 
storm, to provide a comforting sense of  

togetherness. 
My neighbourhood is not unique in Aurora. I live 

in a townhouse, bordered on one side by commercial 
development, on two sides by further residential houses 
and on the fourth side by an eye sore of  a power station. 
Well, somebody has to live beside it so I suppose I am 
taking one for the team. 

The houses are well-maintained, the streetscape is 
nice, but like any community, we have to contend with 
on-street parking. I’ve come to the conclusion over the 
years that finding a car parked at my curb is a necessary 
evil. The same with trucks, and the occasional speed 
boat (don’t ask).  We also have a neighbour somewhere 
on our block that drives a school bus for a living. In the 
early days, it was a small bus but more recently it has 
had its full growth spurt and reached maturity into full-
blown bus the scourge of  early morning commuters 
everywhere. Quite often, it is parked directly outside of  
my house during the day and on the occasional times 
I am at home during the work week, it catches my eye 
as I look out the window, but recognize it is part of  a 
neighbour’s livelihood.

After all, it is one of  the perils of  living a stone’s 
throw from Northern Lights and St. Jerome. 

It was with this in mind, I listened to delegations to 
Council last week with some dismay. They were asking 
for Council support on a decision rendered by Aurora’s 
Committee of  Adjustment at the Ontario Municipal 
Board, denying an application by Community Living for 
an exemption to park a small wheelchair-equipped bus 
in their driveway to transport two of  their wheelchair 
bound clients. 

While it is a parking option clearly outside the 
bylaws, I have to question the vehemence of  their 
opposition. Taking it to the Ontario Municipal Board 
is no walk in the park. According to minutes from 
past meetings, worries from neighbours included the 
general prohibition of  vehicles that size, a perceived 
“violation of  goodwill”, general negative impacts, 
visual and otherwise, and one resident being unable to 
“park his cube van” on his own driveway. 

Unless there was a glut of  people itching to move 
into the neighbourhood, but were unwilling to do so 
unless they divested themselves of  their pesky small 
buses or cube vans, like a beloved cocker spaniel 
before downsizing into a pet free condo, I fail to see any 
inequities created by a bylaw exemption. 

Residents of  the home in question moved into this 
group home when they were able-bodied citizens, 
able to move around despite their challenges. Time 
conspired, however, to exacerbate certain issues. Now, 
to keep them in the home they love, this bus seems to be 
their only practical recourse and the vehemence to fight 
it seems, in turn, to challenge this very goodwill.

Curious as to the impacts of  the vehicle in question, 
I went to the street on Sunday afternoon and was 
somewhat surprised to see a rather innocuous-looking 
white half-bus sitting comfortably within the confines 
of  the driveway. From the arguments, I expected a 
flashy yellow number, but that was not the case. 

The street included a number of  trucks and 
vans overhanging their respective driveways, 
vans advertising construction companies and 
telecommunications giants, and a garish, neon-
pink vehicle splattered with advertising of  a further 
necessary service, that could be seen as a little sister to 
Scooby Doo’s Mystery machine. 

To my mind, this mini-bus should be the least of  
their worries.  

To submit a letter to the editor, please send your email to letters@auroran.com.
Deadline for submissions is Sunday at 1 p.m.

They’re coming for us!

Machell’s Corners

Letters to the editor

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

(An open letter to Aurora Council)

I feel your intentions are in the right place, this program has 
many negative aspects and I, among others, don’t feel that it should 
be imposed on residents. 

I have spoken with fellow Aurorans and we agree that there are 
issues that are not being properly thought through here. Of  course, 
there is the privacy matter which is obviously a huge issue, but 
there are also other things to consider. I, for one, have at least two 
opaque garbage bags from various waste baskets and one large 
kitchen catcher bag inside my black garbage bag every pick-up day. 

If  these are still allowed to be put in a clear garbage bag, what’s 
going to stop someone from putting paint cans or batteries in 
those bags? Has any thought been put into the likelihood of  illegal 
dumping increasing in our streets and parks due to this mandate? 

Unfortunately, not everyone follows the rules. 
There is also the matter of  food waste that can’t be composted. 

Not only can the critters smell it, they can now see it and we all 
know the many raccoons and skunks that call Aurora home! There 
is also the availability of  retailers stocking enough of  these bags, as 
mentioned by Councillor Humfryes. 

Another concern raised during discussions with neighbours 
is the use of  outdoor garbage cans where there are no bags are 
required. Since you are unable to distinguish its contents, how is 
Council going to accommodate residents who currently put their 
garbage out in solid coloured cans?

With all due respect, I feel this issue should be decided by the 
residents of  Aurora and not by nine members of  council. Why not 
conduct a poll on the issue and gauge how residents feel about this, 
or better yet put in on this year’s ballot in the upcoming election 
and let the people have a voice in the matter? 

The Province of  Ontario has already gone way overboard being 
a “nanny state” and it saddens me to think that our great town 
of  Aurora is following suit with this motion. I’m afraid that this 
proposal has the scent of  the “5 cent per plastic bag” fiasco and we 
all know how that turned out!

 
Greg Gillies

Aurora
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Clear garbage bags should be 
decided by residents

At last Tuesday’s Council meeting, the garbage bag issue 
ended up being referred back to staff  for more information.

Frankly, I fail to see the merit of  this exercise of  using 
clear bags. If  one can use opaque bags for the disposal of  
certain items and then place that bag into a clear one, what 
is really the point. I only can visualize the use of  MORE 
plastic! Right?

I recently purchased a box of  100 black bags. Twice a 
month pick-up, of  two bags (most times only one), will take 
more than two years to use my current supply. Therefore, I 
will fail the test for the mandatory compliance of  January 1, 
2015.

Seems to me that we are being regulated to death and I am 
voicing my opposition to this programme.  

Rosalyn A. Gonsalves
Aurora

(Re: Reader won’t forget comment at election time. January 23) 

As your Councillor and elected representative, fiscal 
responsibility and respect for the taxpayers’ hard earned dollar 
is the most important of  the many responsibilities that I am 
committed to uphold. 

I appreciate Mr Rogers has taken the time to express his 
opinion, but upon reflection it is obvious that Mr. Rogers has 
taken the comments I made in the article out of  context.

Clearly, he has taken two different elements of  the article, and 
combined incomplete bits of  each to inadvertently misrepresent 
the whole meaning of  my comment

“(Costs) are a little bit more than we anticipated and it still 
comes in at market value. It is central, it is practical and it is 
a large piece of  land that will serve the purposes that we have 
deemed” (The Auroran – January 16, Page 14)

I am commenting on the cost or the final adjusted value of  the 
property purchased. On January 7, Councillors went into detail 
inquiring as to why the excavation and grading costs were 
greater than the  previous Class C estimate. Councillors knew 
beforehand there would be preparation cost for the site. 

$3 million is a lot of  money, however, combined with the 
original discounted purchase price, the total came in at market 
value or at $580,000/acre, which is slightly more than the 

Continued on page 6 

We’re already regulated to death, 
says reader

Letter quoted out of context: 
Councillor
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Curious to see how the trees in 
the arboretum had survived the ice 
storm earlier this winter, I decided 
to go there for a stroll.

I thought I might also run into 
Aurora Annie, our local weather 
prognosticating groundhog, as 
she was often to be found in 
that area this time of  year. And 
not surprisingly, there she was, 
perched on a bench, scribbling on 
some papers.

“What’s that you’re working on?” 
I asked, sitting down next to her. 
“Are these the weather forecasts 
and other information you use to 
predict if  winter will be around 
for another six weeks?”

“No,” she said, signing the 
top page. “I’m putting in my 
nomination papers to run as a 
candidate for Aurora Council.”

“Council!” I exclaimed, looking 
over at the document.

“Yup.  The nomination period 
just opened this month, and I 
wanted to make it official as soon 
as possible.”

“But you’re in the weather 
business. What do you know about 
Aurora politics?”

“You forget I’ve been around for 
ages. I’ve seen councils come and 
go. Why, Dick Illingworth and I 
used to discuss this sort of  stuff  
all the time.”

“Besides,” she noted, spreading 
her little furry arms wide, “how 
different is politics to weather? 
You just predict which way the 
winds are blowing, and go in that 
direction.”

“I figured it was time for me 
to get involved,” she continued, 

shuffling her papers into the 
correct order. “There are some big 
issues I think should be discussed 
this year to help out the town.

“Like what?” I asked.
“Well, for starters, artificial 

turf  playing fields.”
“I guess they are kind of  

expensive to install.”
“It’s not the cost, it’s the taste!”
Seeing my startled expression, 

she continued, “There are a lot of  
Aurorans out there like me that 
eat grass. I don’t know what those 
fields are made out of  but they 
taste awful. I think there should 
be mandatory requirements in all 
future Town requests for proposals 
for new fields that they be better 
flavoured.”

“I’m not sure that issue will be 
at the top of  voters’ priority lists.”

“Well then here’s an idea that has 
a lot of  merit,” she said.   “Aurora 
needs another leash-free park.”

“Isn’t Canine Commons big 
enough?” I asked.

“No, not for dogs.  For cats.”
“Cats!” I exclaimed.

“Yeah. Avoiding local foxes and 
coyotes is bad enough, but people 
let their cats roam free all over 
town. It makes smaller wildlife like 
myself  uneasy”, she said, taking a 
nervous glance over her shoulder.

“But, instead of  banning cats 
completely, which was my first 
solution, by the way, I decided we 
needed a solution that would work 
for everybody. I can understand 
that residents like their cats, and 
want to give them some freedom, 
but the rest of  my fellow animals 
have rights in Aurora, too. What 
better way to make everyone happy 
than via a designated leash-free 
cat park?”

“I suppose that’s one way to look 
at it.”

“Oh, I have lots of  similar ideas 
that will get the public talking.”

I was sure of  that, if  the rest of  
her ideas were in the same vein.   

Not wanting to spoil her 
enthusiasm, as she packed up notes 
and hopped off  the bench, I just 
commented, “Well, that certainly 
is a unique platform you have.” 

“Thanks,” she said with a smile. 
“I better get off  and file these 
papers.”

As I watched her head off  
towards Town Hall, I wasn’t sure if  
Aurora was ready to have a rodent 
on Council, and tastier artificial 
turf, and leash-free cat parks may 
not be the key issues on people’s 
minds this election, but I guess 
that’s all up to the voters to decide.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

NEW
AURORAN POLL

Aurora’s King Richard’s English Pub may have been a good luck charm for singer Angel Forrest. 
Ms. Forrest was accompanied in a set earlier this month at the local restaurant by Paul Deslauri-
ers and Denis Coulombe and just a few days later picked up two honours at the Maple Blues Festi-
val Awards. Ms. Forrest was named Female Vocalist of the Year and awarded Recording of the Year.                

Auroran photo by David Falconer

A Life-Changing Statement

FRANKLY 
SPEAKING

MPP Newmarket-Aurora 
Frank Klees

On Tuesday January 21, 2014, I 
issued the following statement. It 
will be life-changing for me and my 
family.

“Earlier today, I met with the 
Leader of  our Party, Tim Hudak 
to advise him that I would not be 
seeking re-election in the next 
provincial election. 

“I confirmed that I would 
continue to serve as MPP for 
Newmarket-Aurora until the next 
general election is called, and that 
I would continue to fulfill my Critic 
responsibilities and any other 
responsibilities I may be asked 
to assume as a member of  the PC 
Caucus between now and the next 
election. 

“I will work with our Leader, our 
Caucus and our riding association to 
ensure that Newmarket-Aurora does 
its part to elect a PC Government 
and Tim Hudak as Premier.

“This was a very difficult decision 
for me, but I am convinced that 
after almost two decades of  public 
service, the time is right for me to 
move on to the next chapter of  my 
life.

“I want to thank my constituents 
for the trust they have placed in me 
to represent them at Queen’s Park 
over the past 18 years. I have had the 
privilege of  being elected in three 
different ridings in York Region 
through five elections, starting 
with the riding of  York Mackenzie 
in 1995, Oak Ridges in 1999 and 2003 
and Newmarket-Aurora in 2007 and 
2011.

“I also want to thank the 
Progressive Conservative Party 
of  Ontario - its membership with 
whom I have had the honour to 
work in the trenches to advance the 
conservative principles that have 
made our province great, and its 
Leaders under whom I have had the 
privilege to serve.

“As a young candidate in 1975 
and 1977, I learned the political 

ropes in the riding of  Essex South 
under then Premier Bill Davis. 
I didn’t win, but had the honour 
of  carrying our Party’s banner 
and developed a deep respect for 
the political process and for our 
conservative values.

“As the Third Vice President 
and Policy Chair of  our Party’s 
Provincial Executive from 1992 
to 1994, I had the opportunity to 
advance the formation of  our 
Party’s Policy Advisory Councils 
and to have that process entrenched 
in our Party’s Constitution. 

“And since 1995, as MPP I have 
had the privilege of  serving in a 
number of  capacities in government 
and in opposition. I am indebted to 
Premiers Mike Harris and Ernie 
Eves for the opportunity to serve in 
their cabinets as Chief  Government 
Whip, Minister of  Tourism and 
Minister of  Transportation. 

“As a member of  the Official 
Opposition, I have been honoured 
to serve as Critic in Education, 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
under Leaders John Tory and Tim 
Hudak. 

“When I was asked in 1995 why I 
wanted to be an MPP, my response 
was that I wanted to make a 
difference. I wanted to help make 
our community and our province 
a better place. I believe I have 
accomplished what I set out to do.

“One of  my most memorable 
days was November 1, 2001 when 

Municipal Affairs Minister, Chris 
Hodgson, publicly acknowledged 
me as the first member of  our 
government to advocate for a 
definitive provincial policy for the 
Oak Ridges Moraine. 

That advocacy resulted in the 
passing of  the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Protection Act and because of  that 
legislation, today thousands of  
acres of  environmentally sensitive 
lands are permanently protected 
from development.

“I am also proud of  my work 
to help secure ministry of  health 
approval for the world-class 
Cardiac and Cancer Care centres at 
Southlake Regional Health Centre. 
Having my work acknowledged by 
the hospital’s CEO will always be a 
reminder to me of  the positive side 
of  politics.

“The most gratifying part of  my 
work as MPP however, was being 
able to advocate for my constituents 
- people here in our community - 
who often had nowhere else to turn. 
Whether it was assisting with access 
to health care or social services, 
breaking down the barriers to 
government services or cutting 
through bureaucratic red tape, 
making a difference in people’s 
lives is what public service has been 
all about for me. 

“I thank my colleagues in the 
legislature for their support of  
my legislative initiatives, my staff  
for their tireless efforts on behalf  
of  my constituents, and the many 
dedicated volunteers and supporters 
who were responsible for my success 
in five elections. 

“Most important, the sacrifices 
that families make often go 
unrecognized in political life. I 
want to acknowledge and thank my 
wife Jaine, my daughter Alissa and 
my son Robert for their support and 
encouragement over the years.”

www.frankklees.com

This was a week of  bombshell 
announcements in our community.  

We learned on Tuesday that Frank Klees, 
MPP for Newmarket-Aurora, has decided 
that he is retiring and will not seek re-
election.  

I have to say that was a complete shock 
to me. Perhaps insiders had an inkling, but 
to those of  us on the outside, we saw our 
community representative at Queen’s Park 
continue to fight on a daily basis for better 
government and for the betterment of  our 
community in particular.  No signs that he 
had grown weary of  the battle. And now 
we are losing that champion. I, for one, am 
disappointed.

In my experience, he was committed, 
engaged and accessible. A call or email to 
his constituency office was always returned 
within 24 hours. His staff  in particular is top 
notch. Full disclosure first folks. Lest you 
think this is some sort of  love-in, I am not a 
supporter of  the Progressive Conservatives. 

I am a registered member of  a different 
party. What I am a supporter of, however, 
is someone who did a great job for our 
community.

Recognizing the significant achievement 
that MPP Klees made to our community 
should be free from partisanship. I don’t 
have to be PC to think he did a good job.

As an aside, extreme partisanship is part 
of  the problem, frankly, with our political 
system. You can think the candidate for the 
“other” side, would do a fantastic job, but 
you won’t vote for him/her because, well, 
you don’t think the Party will do a good job. 

That’s how we get some real duds there in 
Ottawa and at Queen’s Park. 

Voting in your party’s candidate, instead 
of  the person that you think will really do 
the job…oh well, pardon my naiveté, that is 
politics as usual I guess. But, I digress.

Regardless of  one’s political stripes, one 
cannot deny Frank Klees did an incredible 
job for our community. Those are some 
pretty big shoes to fill.

And, my goodness, the jockeying to fill 
them has begun in earnest. Across the 
political spectrum, there is now extreme 
urgency in the nomination process as 
candidates both declared and those still 
waiting in the wings see a seat that they 
think is “get-able”.  

As we saw reported here in The Auroran, 
Newmarket Councillor Maddie Di Muccio 
is “considering” a run for the nomination.  
Also considering the same thing is fellow 
Newmarket Councillor Jane Twinney.  But, 
those are just two who have made their 
musings public. I have heard from sources 
that there are a number of  folks who are 
also considering a run for the party’s 
nomination. I’m not sure how true that is, 
but should be a very exciting nomination 
process regardless!

On the Liberal side, we have only one 
candidate thus far who has put his name 
forward for nomination – Aurora Councillor 
Chris Ballard. He declared in late fall that he 
would be seeking the nomination. However, 
just like the PCs, I have heard of  a number 
of  fairly prominent folks who are similarly 
considering throwing their hat in the ring.

Again, we shall see who actually puts 
their name on the dotted line, but will make 
for some interesting times.

In the midst of  all this jockeying, there 
is the wee fact that an election – though 
expected, even imminent – has not yet been 
called, let alone a writ been dropped. Given 
what will surely be a dramatic nomination 
process in both Party riding associations, 
I will bet my shoe collection that we are in 
for one heck of  a wild ride in Aurora and 
Newmarket come election time!

Until next week, stay informed, stay 
involved because this is, after all, Our Town.

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
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If Aurora residents vote in favour of a ward system this October, should 
Council be reduced from eight Councillors to six?

a)    Yes   b)    No    c)     Undecided

Previous Poll Results

POLITICS
AS USUAL

Alison Collins-Mrakas

The games 
have not yet 

begun

Groundhog Daze V

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

After nearly a month of debate, 
are you in favour of Aurora implementing a 

“clear bag” program for garbage?

a) Yes   b) No    c) Undecided
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$550,000/acre I had anticipated. These are the figures 
that I was referring to, the figures that were discussed 
at GC, but not included in the body of  the article. 

Mr. Rogers calculated a figure from numbers at the 
beginning of  the article and connects that number of  
$4.4 million, with five words of  my above comments 
to conclude and portray a reckless disregard for 
taxpayers money. 

I do not believe it was intentional. Given the 
courtesy of  an explanation, I am hopeful Mr. Rogers 
may change his opinion.

Scanlon Yard was originally built in 1974 
(pop.14,000), with a subsequent expansion in 1988 
(pop.30,000 ).  As far back as 2004, growth demands 
and age had identified the need to expand and replace 
the facility. 

We had temporary relief, 2006 – 2010, from a Town 
owned asset that Council resolved in 2006 to be used 
solely for Municipal uses, namely, the old Hydro 
Building, for the Parks department to operate. 

The Scanlon Yard still had to be rebuilt, however 
this temporary dual arrangement took a lot of  
pressure off. 

One thought would be to sell both properties 
and purchase one larger property. Construction 
of  the new combined facility would be funded by 
Development Charges.

There would be no impact to the taxpayers and 
it could be debt financed exactly the same way as 
the new Library and SARC. At the very end of  last 
Term’s Council (Sept 2010), the Hydro Building was 
leased, and the Parks department had to vacate the 
building.  

From the very start of  our term, this Council has 
been aware of  the critical need for an expanded new 
facility.

Fiscal responsibility to provide services to 
residents requires managing the Budget funded 
largely from property taxes levied (along with 
revenues collected and grants).  

Just as important and in concert with the Budget, 
is the need for long term planning of  future growth 
for capital costs investment of  new infrastructure 
funded separately through development charges.

To simply say no, is in my opinion, irresponsible.  
      

Councillor John Abel
Aurora
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After delay, residents can judge Joint 
Operations Centre for themselves

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents will soon have a 
chance to judge for themselves whether 
the Town needs a new Joint Operations 
Centre. 

Councillors and Town Staff  will 
be on hand at the current works yard 
on Scanlon Court, just off  Industrial 
Parkway North next Saturday, February 
8 to go over details for the proposed $20 
million replacement site near St. John’s 
Sideroad, combining the works yard 
with the Parks Department, as well as 
gauge public feedback. 

The open house was scheduled last 
week after a contentious discussion at 
Council last week which saw Councillors 
hold off  on approving the plan for at 
least 30 days to engage the public and 
also bring forward further suggestions 
on how ballooning costs can be shaved 
down. 

Councillor Paul Pirri made the 
initial motion to put a “30 day freeze” on 
the project so Councillors objecting to 
the plan could bring their suggestions 
for the table, but Councillor Michael 
Thompson said he saw value in a delay 
for a different reason. 

“I think we need to utilize that time to 
communicate better with the residents 
on why this is really necessary and 
why it has been on our docket for three 
years,” said Councillor Thompson. 
“Council has [recognized] the fact the 
Scanlon Court works yard has not been 
sufficient since 2004.

“What concerns me the most, and 
not just the escalating costs, is the 
perception out there with the residents 
of  why we are doing this,” he added, 
referring to comments made earlier 
this month by Councillor Chris Ballard 
at a Special Committee Meeting held 
specifically to tackle the Joint Ops issue. 
“When you hear comments [comparing 
it] to a ‘Taj Mahal’ that is not an honest 
portrayal. I think we need to do a better 
job of  communicating to the residents 
the whys, the whats, the hows, and the 
rationale.”

A public open house, he added, would 
afford residents an opportunity to see 
the current conditions at the Scanlon 
Court site, gain some information from 
Town Staff  and architects, why it has 
taken nearly 10 years to get to this point, 
and “help them understand…why it is 
so expensive.” 

Councillors were generally in favour 
of  taking that extra time to focus on 
communications as well as the bones of  
contention around the table which focus 
predominantly on costs – expanding 
from a previously budgeted estimate 
of  just over $14 million, to a price tag 
now of  $19 million plus costs associated 
with land – and a detailed plan to debt 
finance the whole project, waiting for 
Development Charges and money from 
future land sales to once again flow into 
municipal coffers. 

“We owe it to take time so everyone 
understands it,” said Councillor John 
Abel. “When Council embarks on 
something this important, [we need] 
to get together and come in with a 
unanimous approach to it and not 
be divided. We need a facility. Every 
community needs a Public Works and 
Parks and Recreation Facility and it 
should be energy efficient and it should 
be strategically located. It should be 
understood that there are two parts to 
our job: one is managing the taxpayers’ 
money and the other is managing 
development charges that go into the 
long-term planning of  our community 
for infrastructure and communities.”

For Councillor Sandra Humfryes, 
one of  the most important factors in 
this debate is to provide the public with 
“a clear financial plan” and what the 
ultimate tax burden will be. 

“That needs to be very clear so that 
residents understand that and, secondly, 
the incredible need that is out there,” she 
said. “It is a huge capital investment, it is 

IN GOOD 
COMPANY 

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Opportunities and 
Challenges down 
the Home Stretch

It scarcely seems like four weeks since my last In Good 
Company article appeared in The Auroran. 

It has been an exceptionally busy time at Town Hall as our 
Council has been meticulously scrutinizing the proposed 
2014 Operational Budget and staff  continues to manage the 
fallout of  the ice storm and subsequent inclement weather. 

I found myself  in the same situation as many Aurorans, 
and indeed hundreds of  thousands across southern Ontario, 
when power outages left me in the dark, and freezing 
temperatures played havoc with snow removal and waste 
collection. 

I had the opportunity to speak with many residents without 
power, some of  whom made their way to our drop-in warming 
station at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre. 

It was very encouraging to know that most people’s 
concerns seemed to be on the welfare of  their neighbours, 
particularly elderly residents and those who may require 
assistance. In this regard, I am pleased to note that members 
of  Central York Fire Services checked on many of  these 
residents personally, including all retirement facilities 
across Town. Our staff  stayed in constant contact until power 
returned to normal.

We encountered a number of  difficulties during the unusual 
and persistent cold snap, including fallen tree branches, 
build-up of  ice and erratic waste collection. We persevered 
and service has been running on-schedule since mid-January. 
One service that I would like to address, however, is waste 
collection.

As you may know, the northern six (N6) municipalities of  
Aurora, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, King, Newmarket and 
Whitchurch-Stouffville collectively contract with Green for 
Life (GFL) for waste collection services. Our communities 
were not alone in struggling to maintain collection schedules 
during the severe weather; however, issues with GFL reach 
much further back than the ice storm.

I received several complaints from residents that their 
garbage and recycling was missed. I was one of  many who 
saw their garbage bags, Blue Boxes and green bins left at the 
end of  their driveways. 

People are understandably upset as well, when recyclables 
are collected sloppily, leaving bottles and cans carelessly 
discarded. Waste collection is one of  the Town’s core 
responsibilities, and poor service is something that I, as 
mayor, will simply not tolerate.

To get service back on track and consistent with the 
standards our residents deserve, I called a Special Council 
meeting on January 11 to conduct an immediate review of  
GFL’s contract, to take corrective action and work with our 
N6 partners to hold GFL accountable. 

Further to this, I and the other N6 Mayors and Chief  
Administrative Officers met with GFL Chief  Executive 
Officer Patrick Dovigi last week to express concerns and 
displeasure with recent collection efforts.

We have commitments from GFL that service will improve. 
If  it does not, we will exercise our contractual rights to 
impose financial penalties and sever our contract if  things 
don’t change.

Performance lapses during extreme weather, while 
admittedly frustrating, are understandable. I have outlined 
some of  the difficulties we experienced over the holiday 
break. Ongoing performance problems are another issue. 
GFL has the opportunity to demonstrate it can deliver the 
services they promised, and we will be monitoring very 
carefully to ensure our contracted standards are met.

I have also received emails from residents concerning our 
new Joint Operations Centre. I supported a deferral of  this 
item at Council to provide an opportunity to host an Open 
House at our existing facility to better demonstrate the need 
for a modern structure that can better manage our growing 
operations.

The Joint Operations Centre is not a new consideration. 
The concept was discussed in 2004 and approved by our 
previous Council. Among the myriad benefits it affords is the 
consolidation of  our fleet services, which will allow for more 
efficient response to inclement weather, such as the ice storm. 

The simple matter of  housing our vehicles indoors means 
that even in poor weather, staff  are ready to “hit the road”, 
unencumbered by delays removing snow and ice from 
vehicles.

 The Open House will be held on Saturday, February 8 from 
11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Town operations depot located at 9 
Scanlon Court. 

There will be a free barbecue lunch, information brochure, 
facility tour and staff  available to answer questions. There 
has been a great deal of  information and, unfortunately, 
misinformation concerning this facility. I encourage you to 
bring your family out for our barbecue and learn for yourself  
what a new facility will do for our Town.

something we need to service 
our community properly 
and I really appreciate the 
opportunity to send this back 
to staff  to fill in those gaps so 
we are very comfortable.”

One Councillor, however, 
not buying into the delay 
was Councillor Evelyn 
Buck. She said focusing on 
communications in this way 
was selling voters short. 

“I think Councillors are 
vastly underestimating the 
intelligence of  the people 
who are paying attention,” 
she said. “I think they 
understand very well.”

At the January 7 meeting, 
Councillor Buck was one of  
four Councillors, along with 
Councillors Chris Ballard, 
Wendy Gaertner, and John 
Gallo, who left midway 
through the session claiming 
going forward with the Joint 
Ops Centre was a done deal 
and that their arguments 
against the plan, particularly 
the escalating costs, were not 
being heard around the table. 

Last week, Councillor 
Pirri addressed this walk-out, 
stating he was disappointed 
he didn’t hear suggestions 
from these Councillors on 
what could be done. 

“Raise them now so 
we can get some extra 

information,” he said. “I 
found what happened last 
week extremely upsetting 
because we all come here to 
make decisions.”

Such solutions, he said, 
could include public private 
partnerships to share the 
cost of  the site. 

Councillor John Gallo 
said although he wasn’t 
prepared to put forward 
his suggestions last week 
and would have them 
ready when it is discussed 
again next month, he said 
he was encouraged by the 
discussion around the table. 

“This appears to be a 
very different approach to 
our last meeting and that is 
where my frustration lies,” 
he said. “I listened very 
carefully to Councillor Pirri 
and I took his comments 
to heart. I never wanted to 
be that Councillor that just 
brought problems and not 
solutions and I have been 
working towards that to 
present solutions that I want 
to explore regarding this 
project.”

The Open House will be 
held at 9 Scanlon Court on 
Saturday, February 8 from 
11.30 a.m. to 2 p.m. A site 
tour an free barbeque lunch 
will be included.

Letter to the editor

Members of the public can get a closer look at what is 
planned for the Joint Operations Centre, as planned above 
by architects, at an open house next week.
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Imagine thirty to forty 
years ago if  you were told 
that lasers would replace 
scalpels in surgery or 
that robotic instruments 
would build cars; you 
may not have believed 
it. By the same token, 
would you believe that 
chiropractic treatments 
could be performed 
using a special hand-held 
instrument developed 
by NASA scientists, all 
while you were sitting 
in an upright position 
without any turning or 
twisting movements? 

Advances in 
computers and 
engineering technologies 
have been able to 
uniquely blend with 
chiropractic in order to 
both analyze and treat 
the human body in such 
a way that was never 
before realized. 

According to Dr. Sean 
Eastman, “This new form of  computerized 
treatment is so gentle and effective, that it 
amazes even the most skeptical patients. It’s 
called the ProAdjuster and is the latest, state-
of-the-art technology in existence today, and 
the only one in the north Richmond Hill 
area. 

The ProAdjuster can safely and gently 
analyze and treat the spine and other joints 
to remove the nerve impingement that is 
often the cause of  pains in the lower back, 
neck, shoulder, and elsewhere in the body. 
It also works on a variety of  muscular 
conditions to loosen tight muscles with ease 
and comfort. Many patients say that it’s like 
getting a mini-massage. 

It can also help increase the amount of  
motion in almost any joint. Even patients 
with knee, hip, and foot problems such as 
plantar fasciitis are being helped. It is also 
covered by insurance companies since this 
is a chiropractic treatment and does not cost 
you anything additional. 

Dr. Eastman says that “The secret to the 
Pro-Adjuster lies in its advanced piezoelictric 
sensor that is able to detect the slightest 
amount of  restriction in a joint and then 
deliver an extremely precise adjustment.” 
He says that  “Even though traditional 
forms of  adjusting also work, people are 
drawn to this new technique because of  
how gentle it is and does not involve any 
twisting, especially in the neck. Many people 

love getting adjusted 
with traditional manual 
techniques, all of  which 
are safe and effective. 
But there are a large 
number of  people who 
never get to experience 
the amazing benefits of  
chiropractic because 
they are scared to have 
their spines adjusted 
in that way,” says Dr. 
Eastman. Now, there is 
no longer a reason to be 
leary. The ProAdjuster is 
perfect for anyone who 
has been thinking about 
going to a chiropractor, 
but hasn’t yet made that 
decision. Dr. Eastman 
wants everyone to be 
able to experience these 
same benefits and if  
you have any of  the 
following conditions, 
the ProAdjuster may be 
the answer you’ve been 
looking for... 

• Low Back discomfort   
• Fibromyalgia 
• Sciatic nerve pain            
• Plantar Fasciitis 
• Neck and shoulder pain      
• Knee or hip pain 
• TMJ dysfunction                 
• Scoliosis 
• Carpal Tunnel Syndrome   
• Arthritis 
• Headaches                              
• Sports Injuries 

Treatment with the ProAdjuster is 
consistent, measurable, and extremely 
gentle. There is no guesswork, and it’s 
safe for individuals of  all ages. Call our 
office today and mention this article to 
receive a FREE ProAdjuster analysis to 
pin-point your problem areas and to see 
how the ProAdjuster can help. Call within  
the next 7 days and you will also receive 
a complimentary nerve stress scan and 
computerized muscle test/semg that can 
show the areas of  your stress and how it’s 
affecting your body. Call 905-773-2225 today 
to reserve your free ProAdjuster Analysis 
Scan. (reg. $90) 

This technological marvel can help you 
return to a healthier lifestyle. You may 
no longer have to live with a persistent, 
painful condition. Call us today at 905-
773-2225.

Breakthrough Treatment  
Now Available in Richmond Hill

Advertorial

Dr. Eastman uses the Proadjust-
er to analyze a patient’s spine 
and pin-point areas of nerve  
impingement syndrome causing mal-
function and pain. 
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Council sends tree bylaw back to the drawing board
By Brock Weir

It’s back to the drawing board for Aurora’s tree 
protection bylaw. 

Council scrapped changes made the previous 
week which would have placed tighter restriction 
on tree removal on golf  courses as well as within 
heritage districts after coming to a deadlock on 
many of  the items up on the table.

Coming in from the previous General 
Committee meeting, Council was due to approve 
new measures which would limit golf  courses to 
removing 10 trees per year on an average sized 
golf  course without requiring a permit, whereas 
golf  courses are completely exempt from current 
tree protection legislation at the municipal level. 

The proposed changes would have also provided 
an extra safety net on the number of  trees that 
could be removed without a property from the 
average Aurora home within a 12 month period to 
two trees, where the bylaw currently stands at four. 
The changes would have also made homeowners in 
Heritage Districts subject to the same restrictions 
as everyone in Town, and governed how many 
trees can be removed on larger lot properties. 

By the time these revisions came up for Council 
approval this week, Councillors began shooting 
holes in each of  the provisions approved at the 
Committee level. 

“There is not even close to a consensus 
around the table about any of  these motions,” 
said Councillor Michael Thompson after nearly 
an hour of  debate and a brief  recess to clear up 
confusion around the table on just what was 
transpiring. “These motions are all over the place 
and these options are just going to keep coming.”

A motion to send the entire draft tree bylaw 
back to a review by municipal staff  eventually 
nipped discussion in the bud upon approval.

Among the many motions and revisions to 
come forward, most contentious were restrictions 
on trees in heritage areas and on golf  courses. 

 “I don’t believe our heritage district should 
be treated the same way as all other properties 

to allow for the removal of  two trees of  any size 
on heritage properties within a 12 month period,” 
argued Councillor Wendy Gaertner.

This was an argument bolstered by Councillor 
Sandra Humfryes. 

“Heritage Districts are treated differently as 
we address the properties themselves,” she said. 
“I also believe that trees in this area need to be 
addressed in the same manner.”

According to Al Downey, Director of  Parks 
and Recreation, the recommendation to put 
restrictions on trees in heritage areas stemmed 
from concerns from the Town’s heritage planner 
to ensure focus was put on larger trees within the 
area’s designated boundaries. 

“We’re trying to make it as much of  a Made in 
Aurora bylaw as possible and we thought adding 
an additional level of  scrutiny with regards to 
heritage trees. Trees in the heritage area are 
fairly substantial so when you lose one, it has a 
greater impact on the community than in some of  
our other areas.”

Speaking against special provisions for the 
heritage area, was Councillor John Abel who said 
it was “unfair” that heritage homeowners would 
be subject to more stringent restrictions than 
homeowners elsewhere. 

Councillor Abel was also one of  the strongest 
voices the previous week against placing any 
restrictions on golf  courses, a position he 
maintained last week. 

“What this is, in my mind, is a restriction put 
on selectively through our town by a group that 
were appalled by the number of  trees cut down [at 
Beacon Hall in 2012],” he said, noting some might 
see anyone opposing these restrictions as anti-tree 
and that is not the case. “If  you are earnest about 
this, [it should apply] to all businesses. Don’t 
favour certain areas and restrict other ones. 

“This is almost like an inquisition. If  you 
don’t go along with these restrictions that have 
been arbitrarily put down then you are against 
trees and that will come back to haunt you in an 
election. It has been like that since day one and 

I think we have always cherished the trees in this Town. I 
recognize the responsible rights of  our citizens and I don’t 
think we need to vote for more restrictions.” 

For Councillor Thompson, he viewed his opposition to 
golf  course provisions in the tree bylaw along practical lines. 

“If  you do the calculation, the owners of  a large residential 
property can actually chop down more trees than a golf  
course over the course of  12 months,” he said.

After questioning Mr. Downey on the number of  tree 
removal permits that were issued by the Town of  Aurora 
last year, and being told the number was in the single digits, 
Councillor Evelyn Buck argued that the tree protection 
bylaw “means nothing” to the average citizen. 

“It puts too many restrictions on people who are fortunate 
enough to live in a heritage district,” she said. “[With the 
golf  courses] we are putting in a bylaw trying to circumvent 
the authority of  the Region The lower down the scale we go 
the less authority you have. I don’t think this aspect of  the 
bylaw will be worth anything at all.”

Clear Bag garbage program heads to 
committee for further debate

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents will have a few more 
weeks to wait before finding out if  clear 
garbage bags are the way of  the future. 

Councillors sent back the proposal 
to require all homeowners to dispose of  
their garbage curbside in clear garbage 
bags, rather than standard black and 
green bags, as early as January 1, 2015. It 
is part of  an effort to make the sorting of  
garbage easier in making sure it gets into 
the right channels for proper disposal. 

Councillors voted last week to send 
the proposed program back to Aurora’s 
Economic Advisory Committee for a 
further look following a presentation 
by Dave Douglas, whose company, 
Vision Quest, has implemented similar 
programs in communities throughout 
Canada, most notably Markham.

“Today, over 400,000 Canadian 
households participate in similar 
programs with proven results of  
sustainability, an increase in the 
diversion of  waste through increased 
curbside recycling and source separated 
organics,” he said. 

Mr. Douglas presented five of  what 
he viewed as the most “frequently asked 
questions” related to the clear bag 
program, many of  which have cropped 
up at the Council table since the program 
was first proposed though a motion by 
Mayor Geoffrey Dawe in November. 

The first was the availability of  clear 
garbage bags to consumers. This is of  
paramount importance, said Mr. Douglas, 
and generally six months is enough lead 
time to get local retailers on board. An 
additional factor was the lead time to 
make sure homeowners and businesses 
are also on board, and being able to handle 
an expected surge in demand for blue 
boxes and green bins for recyclables and 
compostable material. Other concerns 
included enforcement and privacy.

“Although the social marketing of  
neighbours following neighbours by 
placing clear bags curbside will provide 
a very high level of  influence towards 

participation, a town bylaw requiring the 
utilization of  clear bags will provide the 
regulatory enforcement tool, if  required,” 
he said. 

“The inclusion of  a privacy bag 
component, specifically a smaller 
opaque bag placed inside the clear bag 
offers the opportunity to dispose of  
some items with discretion. I think it is 
extremely important to keep in mind that 
a transition to a clear bag program for 
garbage is a change in the status quo and, 
right or wrong, change always comes with 
some levels of  resistance, however small 
it might be. Based on my experiences 
across Canada, these programs always 
succeed in the end.”

While Mr. Douglas provided answers 
to his top five FAQ, Councillors came into 
the meeting armed with a few of  their 
own, particularly in regards to privacy. 
Councillor Michael Thompson, for 
instance, said that was his top concern 
and asked Mr. Douglas to elaborate on 
how other municipalities tackled that 
issue. 

A solution, he said, would be that one 
standard-size privacy bag on the curb 
with all the remaining bags being part of  
the clear program. The preferred option 
of  municipal staff, however, was all other 
bags being opaque – such as standard 
grocery bags – all held within a larger 
clear bag.

Despite the opportunity to have their 
questions answered, some Councillors 
were still unconvinced and decided to 
seek input from the advisory committee. 

“If  we are going to charge [Green for 
Life] with scrutinizing this, they are 
already slow enough as it is and I have a 
real big issue with that,” said Councillor 
John Abel. 

Added Councillor Thompson: “[The 
presentation] raised the question for me 
of  who is picking up the garbage if  it gets 
left over [in a non-clear bag]? It raised 
more questions than answers and there 
is no opportunity to explore it in-depth 
so we can have an informed opinion 
tonight.”
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(Above) Janice Morgante of Eating Disorders of York  
Region, toasts new board member Michelle Scott. (Below)  
Ingie Mehmet will join Faces of Recovery for Eating  
Disorders Awareness Week next week. 

Auroran photo by Diane Buchanan

Faces of Recovery aim to be faces of 
hope during awareness week

By Brock Weir

Over seven years ago, Aurora’s Michelle Scott 
was a woman in search of  answers. 

She had been living with an eating disorder 
since her teens, but despite counselling programs 
couldn’t find just the right person in the community 
with whom she could share her struggle. 

One day, however, she found Eating Disorders 
of  York Region, now Riverwalk Wellness Centres, 
online. At the time, they were hosting an 
information session and Michelle went through 
the doors not knowing what to expect. 

“I heard a lot of  people who are in recovery talk 
about their stories and share their experiences 
and there was just generally a lot of  support,” she 
recalls. 

The supportive atmosphere of  
the meetings inspired Michelle 
to get in on the action not only to 
seek support for herself, but as a 
volunteer. 

As Riverwalk prepares to mark 
Eating Disorders Awareness Week 
beginning this Sunday, Michelle 
is preparing to take the next step 
in her involvement at Riverwalk – 
joining their board of  directors this 
spring.

Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week 2014 runs from February 2 
through February 9. To raise this 
awareness throughout the York 
Region Community, they will 
bring in experts to hold courses on 
Emotion Focused Family Therapy, a new program 
equipping families of  those living with eating 
disorders to provide vital support.

“My hope is to be able to reach out to younger 
people, and anybody who might be struggling 
in the active phases of  their eating disorder, to 
impart to them recovery is possible and there is 
hope,” says Ms. Scott. “Feeling like you are going 
to be stuck forever and that there is no hope is a 
feeling everyone can relate to. 

“Even though it feels like it is impossible to 
get out of  that place when you are there, it is 
actually possible. I was lucky enough when I 
was recovering to have role models and people 
who have gone through the darkest parts of  their 
journey to emerge on the other side stronger and 
wiser for it. I would like to play that role for other 
people, because I found it extremely helpful for me 
when I needed it.”

One such person who has shared this struggle, 
and has indeed come out the other side stronger 
and wiser is Ingie Mehmet. Ms. Mehmet struggled 
with anorexia and bulimia but, after embarking 
on her journey of  recovery at the age of  21, began 

work as an addiction counsellor and a counsellor 
in crisis management.

She joins the Riverwalk team as part of  the 
Faces of  Recovery program, which will meet twice 
as part of  Eating Disorders Awareness Week, 
including a session at the Aurora Public Library 
on February 4. The event provides an opportunity 
to forge a connection between individuals trying 
to recover, as well as their friends and family, with 
someone who is proof  positive there is a light at 
the end of  the tunnel. 

“Individuals can make a connection with 
individuals like myself  that have gone through 
this and have been able to recover,” says Ms. 
Mehmet. “Recovery is an everyday thing, but it is 
important to feel strong in their recovery. When 

I was going through this, I 
felt very isolated and didn’t 
want to get any help and I 
didn’t feel anyone would have 
understood.

“In my role now, in terms 
of  being a part of  Faces of  
Recovery, I can help others 
who are going through that 
situation and struggling 
with an eating disorder not 
feel isolated and have an 
opportunity to talk to me 
along with others and seek 
that support. I never had any 
peer support.”

She is all too aware, 
however, that recovery cannot 
be a “one-size-fits-all” plan or 

a piece of  advice. Everyone’s struggles are going 
to be very different, and the same goes for their 
means of  recovery. 

“There is never any definite answer as to what 
you can do to support someone and how recovery 
will look for different people,” she says. When I 
was struggling, there weren’t a lot of  resources 
out there. My hope is to give hope and support 
to those who are struggling now and be able to 
contribute and give them resources.”

Programs won’t stop following next week’s 
Awareness drive, says Janice Morgante, Executive 
Director of  Riverwalk. Volunteers and staff  with 
EDOYR are also getting ready for their respective 
closeups as cameras roll in February for a 
short film the group plans to submit to the 2014 
Multimedia Film Festival of  York Region focusing 
on addictions, eating disorders and substance use, 
as well as mechanisms people use to cope.

“It will bring to light, in contrast to the 
darkness, what is the lived experience of  so many 
families,” says Ms. Morgante. “That is a really 
exciting project. For more information, visit www.
edoyr.com. 

He felt like things started to turn around 
when his coach and high performance 
director called him in to have a heart to 
heart.

“They told me to stop stressing out. 
That was just a huge weight off  my chest. 
It felt amazing.”

It turns out that was the best advice he 
could have gotten, as just a week later he 
and 19 other athletes were added to the 
team.

He has been snowboarding since he 
was eight years old, but really started to 
specialize in halfpipe in 2009. That year 
he was named to the national team and 
just fell short of  a spot for the Vancouver 
Winter Games. This year, he feels as 
though Canada has a chance to dominate.

“I think in halfpipe, this is the event 
where we’re going to peak and we’re going 
to show the world what we’ve got and lay 
it all on the line,” he said.

Since his inclusion on the Olympic 
team, Livingston said he is amazed with 
the outpouring of  support from friends, 
family and the community as a whole.

“It’s crazy the kind of  support I’ve 
been getting,” he said. “People I don’t 
know have been messaging me on Twitter 
and Facebook, people I haven’t seen in 
more than five years are messaging me 
as well. I’m getting tons of  notifications 
and support from the community and it is 
amazing. That’s when it first starts to set 
in, how crazy this is, how awesome of  an 
opportunity this is.”

His dad, Pete, has watched his son’s 
career progress over the years and 

couldn’t be any happier to be able to watch 
his son compete on the world stage.

“It’s pretty awesome,” he said. “It’s rare 
that someone gets to go to the Olympics, 
so it’s cool when it’s your own son. There 
was always a chance, but you don’t really 
realize how big it is until you hear the 
announcement.”

Pete said when Derek was younger, 
he never really talked about going to the 
Olympics; snowboarding was just about 
having fun and competing.

“Then he went to Canadian nationals 
and was named to the national team,” 
he said. “It was like one more stumbling 
block removed.”

Unable to book a last minute trip to 
Sochi, the family is eager to watch their 
son on TV when he competes. They plan 
to be surrounded by friends and family 
when Derek hits the half  pipe in Sochi.

“It’ll be a nail biter, no doubt,” said 
Pete. “This whole thing has been like 
a rollercoaster all along, but now the 
rollercoaster has gotten a lot bigger.”

With tons of  support behind him, 
Livingston is headed off  to Sochi to 
compete in something that now comes 
naturally to him.

“After the announcement it was 
awesome and I felt excited to be with my 
friends and represent Canada, but then I 
got all this response from everybody and 
it just made me feel so good and so excited 
to go and do well at the Olympics,” said 
Derek.

“All my training from the last five 
years has led me to this moment and this 
is where I’m going to show the world what 
I’ve got.”

Livingston will show his talent 
to the world in Sochi

I was lucky enough  
when I was recovering  

to have role models  
and people who have  

gone through the darkest  
parts of their journey  

to emerge on the other side 
stronger and wiser for it.  
I would like to play that  

role for other people

Livingston takes on the 2012 SBS World Cup in Stoneham, Quebec. 
Photo courtesy of FIS/Oliver Kraus
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Many people only see 
a doctor when they’re 
sick or have some  
other health concern. 
On the other hand, some 
people visit a doctor 
regularly for check-ups, 
to ask questions and get 
advice, and to maintain 
good health. 

Which do you think is 
the better approach?
Obviously, the second 
one!

The same thing is true 
when it comes to real 
estate. Even if you have 
no current plans to buy 
or sell a home, there are 
many reasons to talk to 
a REALTOR® regular-
ly in order to maintain 
your good “real estate” 
health. For example you 
can: 

Get an assessment of the 
current  market  value of 
your home, so you can 
make an informed decision 
about whether to stay or 
move. 

Ask about the state of the 
local real estate market. 
(Which may be vastly  
different than what you hear 
on the national news.)

Find out what homes are 
currently selling for in the 
area. 

Learn what’s currently 
available on the market,  
especially in neighbour-
hoods you would like to live 
in and that are within your 
budget. 

Ask for a contractor  
recommendation. 

In fact, it’s a good idea to 
have a chat with your  
REALTOR® once or twice  
a year, even it it’s just to 
say hello. 

You want to build a  
relationship with a good 
REALTOR® who  
understand (and cares 
about) you and your needs. 
That way, when it does 
come time for you to make 
a move, you’re dealing with 
a REALTOR® you already 
know and trust. 

Don’t have a good 
REALTOR®?

Call today!

•

•

•

•

•

Choosing the right realtor DOES make a difference

www.liveworksellaurora.com

Tigers rebound after breaking 8-game winning streak
By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Tigers were served their first loss 
in eight games last week, but followed up with 
another big win on Saturday to put them back on 
the right track.

The loss came at home on Friday night against 
the Georgetown Raiders in a close match.

“We had a bit of  a roll going into that game, but 
we came out a little flat and there were a lot of  
opportunities 
we missed to 
put the puck 
in the net,” 
said forward 
Alex Gilmour. 
“We pressed 
hard at the 
end of  the 
game and had 
a penalty shot 
near the end, 
but a couple 
of  bounces 
didn’t go our 
way and they 
ended up 
coming out 
with the win. 
They played 
us hard.”

It was a fast 
paced game 
right from 
the start, and 
Georgetown got on the scoreboard first period.

The Tigers didn’t let the game get away from 
them, but Georgetown took a 2 – 0 lead just three 
minutes into the second period.

Five minutes later, Tyler Boston finally scored to 
pull the Tigers to within one goal. Drake Board and 
Callum Fryer were credited with the assists.

The Tigers pushed hard in the third period, 
outshooting the opponent 15 – 5, but they couldn’t 
bury the tying goal and were forced to accept the 
2 – 1 loss.

“They came out with a lot of  speed and intensity,” 
said Gilmour. “It was a challenge for us, but we just 

tried to hold our own in there. Obviously coming 
off  eight wins in a row, it was a pretty good run for 
us, but hopefully we can start a new one this week.”

That’s exactly what the Tigers did the next night 
in a win over the Milton Icehawks. 

However, it wasn’t the typical Tigers victory, 
as they allowed five goals against with OJHL 
goaltender of  the month Kevin Entmaa in net.

“Again, they put in a quick one against us at the 
beginning of  the game under two minutes in and 

I think it kind 
of  put us back 
on our heels a 
little bit and 
we got a little 
nervous about 
them scoring 
the first goal,” 
G i l m o u r 
said. “But 
e v e n t u a l l y 
in the third 
period we 
came back 
with a couple 
great goals 
by Michael 
Laidley and 
Taylor McCloy 
helped us 
out with the 
c o m e b a c k 
in the third 
and we ended 

up taking the 
game.”

Milton did take a 1 – 0 lead within the first minute 
of  the game, but veterans Robert Angiolella and 
Kory Kennedy gave the Tigers a 2 – 1 lead before 
the period was over.

Milton stormed back in the second with four 
goals (one shorthanded), to put the Icehawks up 5 – 
3. Calvin Higley scored the lone Tigers goal in the 
period.

In order to get back in the game, the Tigers 
struck a blow with a power play goal by Taylor 
McCloy just 21 seconds in.

Then Laidley provided the heroics scoring the 

next two goals to put the Tigers ahead 6 – 5, which ended up 
being  the final score.

This week the Tigers also got a strong veteran player back 
in Adam DiBrina. Gilmour said having him and Angiolella 
back has been a big boost to the team.

“It’s been huge getting those guys back in the lineup,” he 
said. “It was a big loss having those guys out, but we were still 
finding ways to win with guys stepping up to fill those rolls, 
but now with them back we’re even stronger.”

The Tigers will host Hamilton on Wednesday night, before 
taking to the road for four straight games into February.

Atom AE Tigers lauded here at home

By Jeff Doner

The Aurora Atom AE Tigers have 
had a season to remember and they 
haven’t even reached the playoffs yet.

The team of  17 players began their 
season with a scorching 13-game 
unbeaten streak and haven’t looked 
back, winning tournaments and 
accolades since.

One of  the highlights for the 
10-year-old players was a recent 
tournament win at the Motown Cup 
Championship in Detroit Michigan, 

representing Aurora.
The win ensured them a chance 

to play hockey on the historic Joe 
Louis Arena ice and they also met 
and received a special greeting from 
current Detroit Red Wings and Team 
Canada head coach Mike Babcock.

They also got involved in the 
community over the holidays by 
donating hundreds of  dollars worth 
of  toys and toiletries to local charities 
during the AMHA food/clothing 

Aurora’s Atom AE Tigers were celebrated at Town Hall by Mayor Dawe on 
Wednesday night after a series of significant wins.  

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Forward Kory Kennedy tries to clear the front of the Aurora net 
during the first period against Georgetown on Friday night. 

Auroran photo by Jeff Doner
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AMHA League Results
Jan. 19th - Jan. 26th

2014
House League

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   6  
102 Timbits - Nashville Yellow:   7  
Noah Savage 5G, Anthony Pugliese
2G 1A, Caleb Lane 1A,  Spencer
Savage 1A,

105 Timbits - Chicago Black:   0  
103 Timbits - New York White:   8  

109 Timbits - Colorado Burgandy:
6  
Ryan Torisawa 4G 2A, Giancarlo
DiNunno 1G, Owen Mikula 1G,
JasonYuen 1A,   
107 Timbits - Minnesota Dark
Green:   7  
Sam Whittle 2G, Tristan Skupien 2G,
Amanda Brown 2A,  Grayson Butler
1G 1A, Eric Mueller 1G, Tyler
Vasilevski 1A,  Griffin Carriere 1G 2A,   

106 Timbits - San Jose Teal:   2
Easton Bailey 1G, Hayden Thorne 1G,  
101 Timbits - Montreal Red:   4
Daniel Kostoff 2G, Jack Procyk 1G,
Carter Sarabun 1G,   

102 Timbits - Nashville Yellow:   6  
Kane Poland 2G, Daniel Leyderman
1G, Noah Savage 1G 1A, Ryan Ko
1G, Anthony Pugliese 1G 1A, Matteo
Quercia 1A,   
105 Timbits - Chicago Black:   2  
Aidan Archibald 2G, Shawn Rame 1A,    

205 Caravan Kids - Chicago Black:
5  
Alex Weir 3G, William Pare 2G,  
202 Caravan Kids - Nashville Yellow:
3  
River Marek 1G, Edan Kroi 1G,
Connor Hickling 1G,   

201 Caravan Kids - Montreal Red:
10  
Tristan Aben 4G, Aidan McCartney 3G,
Adam Campagna 2G, Trevor Smith
1G, 203 Caravan Kids - New York
White:   8  
Luke Davison 4G, Gabriel Oldenhof
3G, Devrim Coskuner 1G,   

410 McDonald's - Philly Orange:   1  
AJ Nichols 1G, Ben Hilgendorff 1A,   
408 McDonald's - LA Purple:   4  
Michael Valenti 3G, Noah Bobrow 1G,
Nicholas Zambri 2A,  Anthony
Minichiello 1A,  Nicholas Young 1A,    

406 McDonald's - San Jose Teal:   3  
Omar Ozturk 2G, Brett Watson 1G 1A,
Joshua Zwicker 1A,  Colm
MacEachern 1A,  Quinn Holtby 1A,
Tyler Moore 1A,  David Iacovetta 1A,   
401 McDonald's - New Jersey Red:
3  
Parker Jalbert 1G, Jacob Madore 1G,
Nathan Cobb 1G, Macisaac Eveleigh
1A,    

409 McDonald's - Pittsburgh Powder
Blue:   4  
Aidan Quinn 2G, Anthony Carbone 1G
1A, Luca Decristofaro 1G 1A, Liam
Sullivan 1A,   
407 McDonald's - Minnesota Green:
4  
Mark Moscone 2G, Cameron Mills 1G,
Benjamin Grassi 1G, Nolan Rush 1A,    

402 McDonald's - Boston Gold:   4  
Dylan Thompson 1G, Daniel Romas
1G, Ryan Cariou 2G, Rylan Kirchmair
1A,  David Mokine  1A,  James
Boland-Wall 1A,  Eric Kaszuba 1A,   
405 McDonald's - Chicago Black:   6  
Andrew Flores 2G, Ben Cordingley 3G
1A, Nicholas Betivoiu 1G, Colin Lash
1A,  Joshua Davidson 1A,  Jordan Ko
1A,    

404 McDonald's - Tampa Bay Blue:
4  
Cayden Visser 2G, Mason Scanga 1G,
Brian Constandes 1G, Liam Parris 1A,
Justin Seymour 1A,   
403 McDonald's - Ottawa White:   5  
Matteo Rossi 4G, Cameron Moir 1G,   
605 Omar's Shoes:   2  
Jake Byrne 1G, Ethan Joiner 1G,  

606 Mastermind Toys:   1  
Gregory Gatzopoulos 1G,   

601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   2  
Evan Robertson 1G, Steven Seitz 1G, 
605 Omar's Shoes:   4  
Jack Gauthier 1G, Alex Jones 1G, Alex
Jones 1G, Michael Pantalone 1G, 

601 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   0  
605 Omar's Shoes:   6  

610 Rotary Club of Aurora:   6  
603 McAlpine Ford:   8  

605 Omar's Shoes:   2  
John Dol 1G, Ethan Joiner 1G, Joseph
Franze 1A,  Christian Fermo 1A,  Jack
Gauthier 1A,   
606 Mastermind Toys:   1  
Jackson Galbraith 1G, Michael Parkin
1A,  Aaron Preiano 1A,  

603 McAlpine Ford:   9  
Jack Viney 2G 2A, Will Sherman 1G
1A, Alexander Ko 3G 1A, Aiden
O'Toole 2G, Liam Graham 1G 1A,
Sandrine Meunier-Geoffroy 1A,  Owen
Bell 1A,  Jeremy Garbe 1A,   
608 Inaria:   5  
Andrew Pearce 3G 2A, Eric Flicker 1G
2A, Evan Winter 1G 1A, Hunter Gilpin-
Maier 1A,    

811:   5  
Liam Vanderploeg 1G, Scott Rumble
2G, Callum Gorrell 2G,  
807 Sundance Signs:   10  
Nicholas Keizer 1G, Liam De Sousa
2G, Matthew Nitsopoulos 3G, David
Robertson 1G, Ethan Brooks 3G,   

805 York Region Auto:   5  
Vyktoria Brochu 1G, Cameron End 1G,
Ben Pitre 1G, Raffaele Parente 1G,
Matthew Vassos 1G,  
807 Sundance Signs:   6  
Liam De Sousa 3G, Shayne Colin 2G,
Evan Bryan 1G,   

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:   12  
Jacob Leblanc 1G, Tyler Thomas 2G,
Cameron Dyer 2G, Austin Hendy 2G
1A, Dillon Varon 2G, Claudio Basso
1G, Mike Lakkotrypis 1G, Dave
Kerkkamp 1G, Carter Francis 1A,
Lawrencs Sun 1A,   
807 Sundance Signs:   2  
Ethan Brooks 1G, Matthew
Nitsopoulos 2G, Liam De Sousa 1G,   

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   3  
809 Manhattan Trophies: 4

807 Sundance Signs:   5 
Matthew Nitsopoulos 2G, Cameron
Lang 2G 1A, Liam De Sousa 1G,
Noah Ceplak 1A,  Gordon Scott 1A,
Stephen McNeil 1A,   
801 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   5  
Alexandre Meunier-Geoffroy 3G, Justin
Mihert 1G 1A, Jack Dion 1G 1A,   

811:   2 
Scott Rumble 1G, Vaughan Hewgill
1G, 
805 York Region Auto:   1  
Jack Chivers 1A,  Brandon Hui 1A,
Josh Fallavollita 1G, 

810 Peirce McNeely Assoc.
Lawyers:   3  
Lucas Alberico 1G, Andrew Sutherland
1G, James Kypreos 1A,  Kyle Wulle
1G,  
804 Investors Group:   5  
Anthony Liva 2G, Owen Bourie 1G,
Patrick Feirra 1G 2A, Tyler Frise  1G
1A, Ryan Cooper 1A,  Matt Gardner
1A,    

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:   0  
807 Sundance Signs:   2  
Ethan Brooks 1G, Liam De Sousa 1G,
Bishop Zorzella SO,    

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   3  
801 Aurora Home Hardware
Building Centre:   4  

807 Sundance Signs:   2  
Ethan Brooks 1G 1A, Liam De Sousa
1A,   
810 Peirce McNeely Assoc.

Lawyers:   7  
Andrew Sutherland 6G, James
Kypreos 1G, James Samson 1A,
Colin Read 1A,    

806 Benson Kearley IFG:   3 
Niklaus Seidel 2G, Hayden Edwards
1G 1A, Roy Tadros 1A,  Noah Murphy-
Sealy 1A,  Treavor Barnett 1A,   
802 Dr. Weaver's Drillers:   4
Matthew Rotman 1G 1A, Sean
Mackrell 1G, Wayne Freeman 1G,
Matthew Winters  1A,  Colin Boorn 1A,
Jack Campbell 1A,    

803 Optimist Club of Aurora:   2  
Carter Francis 2G, Tyler Thomas 1A,
Paul Cutturo 2A,  Connor Elbaum SO,   
804 Investors Group:   0 

807 Sundance Signs:   4
Nathan Sherrard 2G, Evan Bryan 1A,
Cameron Lang 2G, Matthew
Nitsopoulos 1A,   
808 Inaria:   4  
Andrew Negri 1G, Troy Lane 1G 2A,
Keaton Thompson 1A,  Nic Sever 1A,
Stephen Silverio 1G 1A, Kyle Gillies
1G,   

805 York Region Auto:   3  
806 Benson Kearley IFG:   3  

807 Sundance Signs:   4  
806 Benson Kearley IFG:   7 

909 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   3  
Mike Walsh 2G, Chris Grossi 1G,
David Leeper 1A,  Adam Ashraf 1A,   
908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   5  
Jacob Hatton 3G, Jack Bishenden 1G
1A, Brendan Ruuskanen 2A,  Domenic
Fiorini 1G, Geoffrey Siow 2A,  Stewart
Reid 2A,  Greg Rutherford 1A,    

908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   7  
Anthony Loduca 1G, Greg Rutherford
2G, Jiyan Yilmaser 2G, Stewart Reid
2G, Derek Keun 3A,  Michael
Montesanti 1A,   
904 Orr & Associates:   1 
Alex Negri 1G, Michael Boorn 1A,    

902 Mayfair Systems:   5  
901 Pizzaville Aurora:   6  

903 BMO Bank of Montreal:   9  
902 Mayfair Systems:   0  

901 Pizzaville Aurora:   7  
904 Orr & Associates:   2  

908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   8  
Greg Rutherford 3G, Anthony Loduca
1G 1A, Domenic Fiorini 1G 1A, Alex
Carter 1G, Micheal Montesanti 1G 1A,
Stewart Reid 2A,   
906 The Backyard Pool & Spa
Company:   1  
Liam Gray 1G, 

908 Diamond Groundskeeping
Services:   3  
Alex Carter 1G 1A, Jiyan Yilmaser 1G
1A, Derek Keun 1A,  Domenic Fiorini
1G,  
905 VEGFRESH:   2  
Josh DiVincenzo 1G, Alec Magnante
1G, Mathew MacDonald 1A,  

1007:   1  
1006 Jonathan's:   2  

1001 :   2  
1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   2  

1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   4  
1002 ATS Healthcare:   0  

1005 ADC Aluminium:   4  
1008 Winchurch Environmental Inc.:
1  

1005 ADC Aluminium:   2  
1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   0  

1002 ATS Healthcare:   2  
1008 Winchurch Environmental Inc.:
5  

1007:   3  
1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   2  

1001 :   7  
1006 Jonathan's:   2  

1001:   0  
1002 ATS Healthcare:   4  

1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   1  
1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   3  

1002 ATS Healthcare:   1  
1001 :   1  

1004 North York Heating &
Plumbing:   2  
1003 Ice Photo's Puck Bandits:   1  

Rep League
Novice A -
Richmond Hill: 4
Aurora Tigers: 0  

Minor Atom AA -  
Georgina: 5 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Andrew Parsons 1G, Ayden Posa 1A,
Adam Rame 1A,    

Atom RS - 
Aurora Tigers: 7
Stouffville: 1  
Jacob Madore 1G 1A, Nathan Cobb
1A,  Luca DeCristofaro 1G, Cameron
Mills 2G, Anthony Carbone 1A,  Parker
Jalbert 2A,  David Iacovetta 1G 1A,
Matteo Rossi 1G 1A, Cayden Visser
1A,  Colm MacEachern 1A,  Aidan
Quinn 1G 2A,  

Atom A -
Orillia: 3
Aurora  Tigers: 1  
Ayden Whilby 1G, Jack Sutherland 1A,   

Atom AA -
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Markham: 0  
Myles Graham 1G 1A, Owen Hollett
1G, Jake McMillan 1G, Anton Sopov
1G, Calum Ormond 1A,  Tommy
Hollett 1A,  Ryan Catania 1A,  Gage
Gonsalves 1A,  Anthony Russo SO,    

Atom AA -
Markham: 4 
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Myles Graham 1G, Liam Taylor 1A,
Jake McMillan 1G,   

Atom AE -
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Richmond Hill: 1  
Maxwell McConkey 1G, Ryan Fowler
1G, Kurtis Gipp 1A,  Hunor Kristof 1A,
Ryan Dunbar 1A,   

Atom AA - 
Markham: 2
Aurora Tigers: 1  
Ryan Catania 1G, Tommy Hollett 1A,   

Atom A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3
Bradford: 0  
Jonah Spataro 1G, Ayden Whilby 1G,
Noah Ruscica 1G, Max Reeves 1A,
Ethan Solilo 1A,  Liam Hadcock SO,   

Minor Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4  
Stouffville Clippers: 3
Logan Kidder 1G 1A, Geoffrey Wilson

1G, Ethan Ritchie 2G 1A, Carson Klein
1A,   

Minor Peewee AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 6 
Stouffville: 3  
Ian Hilgendorff 3G, Justin Just 1G,
Carson Tidd 2G, Logan Kidder 2A,
Daniel McKay 1A,  Geoffrey Wilson
1A,  Mitchell Weatherall 2A,  Jake Iwai
1A,    

Peewee A - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Newmarket: 2  
Matthew McConnell 1G, Luke O'Keefe
1A,  Craig Therkildsen 1A,  Andrew
Park 1G, Spencer Morrison 1A,  Harris
Goan 2G, Ben Liotta 2A,  Luke Jarvis
1A,    

Peewee A - 
Orillia: 4

Aurora Tigers: 1
Harris Goan 1G,  

Peewee A - 
Barrie: 3
Aurora Tigers: 2 
Harris Goan 1G 1A, Ben Liotta 1A,

Luke Jarvis 1G 1A, Andrew Park 1A,   

Peewee A -
Aurora  Tigers: 2 
East Gwillimbury: 1  
Luke O'Keefe 1G, Matthew McConnell
1A,  Myles Vasilevski 1G, Luke Jarvis
1A,    

Peewee A - 
Markham: 1 
Aurora Tigers: 0 

Peewee AE - 
Nemwarket: 4
Aurora Tigers: 1  
Jack Patterson 1G, Carson Williams
1A,   

Peewee AE -
Aurora  Tigers: 3 
Newmarket: 1  
Owen Romano 1G, Jeremy Gonsalves
1A,  Luke Catania 1G, Rony Wahab
1G, Ryan Funston-Clarke 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE -
Barrie; 1
Aurora Tigers: 0  

Minor Bantam AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 4  
East Gwillimbury: 3
Colin Windle 2G 1A, Anthony Capraro
1G 1A, Ty Boisseau 1G, Matthew
Parkin 1A,  Francesco Scuglia 1A,   

Minor Bantam AE -
TNT: 6 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Anthony Capraro 1G,   

Minor Bantam A - 
Aurora Tigers: 4 
Newmarket: 1  
Ben Spittle 2G, Andrew Jorgensen 2A,
Jamie Stewart 2A,  Mathew Hastings
1G, Peter Chimienti 1G, Thomas
Morra 1A,  Fin Reeves 1A,    

Minor Bantam AE - 
Stouffville: 6
Aurora Tigers: 2
Ryan Jamieson 2G, Ty Boisseau 2A,
Matthew Parkin 1A,  Justin Evans 1A,    

Bantam AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 2
Raichmond Hill Stars: 2  
Ariz Bhimani 1G, Eric Pears 1G, Tony
Greco 1A,  Connor May 1A,   

Bantam AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 10  
Orillia; 0

Bantam AE - 
East Gwillimbury: 5
Aurora Tigers: 2  

Bantam AA - 
Aurora Tigers: 1 
Barrie: 1  
Thomas Kostoff 1G, Brady Futterer 1A,
Andrew Sergewich 1A,    

Bantam AE - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
Richmond Hill: 3 

Minor Midget A - 
Aurora Tigers: 3 
East Gwillimbury: 3  
Michael Dacosta 2G, Anthony Orlandi
1G, Evan Cherubini 2A,  Lucas
Ruscica 1A,  Jack Bryant 1A,  Jamie
Findlay 1A,    

Minor Midget AA -
Aurora  Tigers: 3 
Markham: 0  
Zack Phillips 1G, Connor Downs 1G,
Cameron Zinner 1G, Bryan Manweiler
2A,  Deven Deguara 2A,  Matthew
Tanel SO,   

Minor Midget AA - 
Barrie: 3  
Aurora Tigers: 1
Connor Irving 1G, Tristan Kuchar 1A,   
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Gordon F. Allan Jason K. Allan

Our Services 
Real Estate  •  Family Law 

Estate Administration, Litigation and Planning Purchase tickets at  www.awbf.ca

AURORA
FESTIVAL

THURSDAY, MARCH 6TH, 2014
6:30 PM ~ Aurora Cultural Centre

Special Guest Performance The BlusBros
AWBF “Youth In Music” Performance
  “Council Critters”  Performance –
with John Abel 

 

Good old fashion Dancin’

Live painting “to the beat” –  
local artist Adubi Akinola 
Live & Silent Auction
Hors d’oeuvres food stations 
Door Prizes

JOINT OPERATIONS CENTRE OPEN HOUSE
Join us for a BBQ and tour!
The Town of Aurora invites residents to an Open House to discuss the new Joint Operations 
Centre, which will help service our growing community. The Open House will be held at the 
Town’s current operations depot, located at 9 Scanlon Court. 

There will be a free BBQ lunch, site tour and information will be available on plans for the 
new Centre.  

 
Date:  Saturday, February 8 

Time:  11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Location: 9 Scanlon Court
 
For further information, please contact:

Ilmar Simanovskis, Director 
Infrastructure & Environmental Services department 
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4371 
Email: isimanovskis@aurora.ca

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-1375

TOWN OF AURORA 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Over 40 artists have works on display at SOYRA’s 2014 Showcase. Among them 
are (back row) Brigitte, Susan, Christine, Darlene, Carol, Linda, Zorica, (front row) 
Nancy, Dianne, and Thelma.                                             Auroran photo by David Falconer

SOYRA artists celebrate colour 
and joy in 2014 showcase

By Brock Weir

People take bad breakups different 
ways. 

Some handle it well, and some don’t. 
Occasionally tears are shed, items are 
broken, but sometimes it brings out the 
best of  us. When Jennylind James, a native 
of  Trinidad and Tobago, lived in Dublin, 
her breakup with her Irish boyfriend, 
however, embarked on a creative journey 
which has lead her, most recently, to the 
Aurora Cultural Centre.

“I wanted to find some outlet for the 
depression and a way to uplift me,” 
she says. “A friend suggested going for 
painting classes at an artist’s home in 
Waterford and it was very casual. I started 
painting oranges, fine. Then a plant. Fine. 
Finally, I said, ‘I don’t like still life, it’s 
driving me crazy. I want to do portraits.”

Her teacher, in turn, thought she was 
crazy, but in time she produced her first 
portrait, of  1998 Miss Universe Wendy 
Fitzwilliam, a fellow-Trinidadian.

A big fan of  flashy colour, her portrait 
of  “Dame Lorraine”, a vintage stock 
character from traditional Carnival 
celebrations, is a focal point of  the Great 
Hall Gallery as part of  the Society of  York 
Region Artists’ (SOYRA) 2014 Showcase, 
which runs through Sunday afternoon.

Ms. James has stayed loyal to her 
Caribbean heritage and after pursuing 
food sciences in Montreal, put her degree 
to use in the United States before being 
snapped up by an Irish food company. 
From there, she began her own company 
promoting Caribbean flavour to Irish 
palates, but eventually work brought her 
back to the Toronto area. 

Dame Lorraine was a classic character 
in pantomime celebrations around the 
Caribbean world. A comedic character 
often portrayed by men, actors took on 
the challenge by stuffing themselves with 
pillows and cushions to “exaggerate the 
female form.”

Her second painting depicts an 
elaborately face-painted child having the 
time of  his life within the celebrations. 

“I still had Caribbean images in my 
subconscious after living there for more 
than 15 years,” she says of  her time in 
Ireland. “I hope people take away a joy 
of  colour. I try to evoke joy in painting. 
If  they can have a few laughs and think 
Dame Lorraine is funny, I want happiness 
to radiate out of  my work.”

Conversely, artist Nancy Newman, 
a mainstay of  SOYRA, took part of  her 
inspiration from Ireland. 2013 was a year 
of  travel for Ms. Newman and her family, 
taking them through northern Europe. 
Her watercolour, Irish Fortitude, was 
inspired by a ruin that remains standing 
despite the ravages of  time. 

“I wanted to capture that old stonework 
without it being super-detailed, but still 
knowing that some humans built that and 
it is still standing in the countryside,” says 
Ms. Newman, noting a second painting of  
a port village in Norway.

“These show the idea of  how many 
ways you can see the artist treat paint and 
how they use it. When you look from my 
work to someone else’s, you will see huge 
contrasts in style and that is really healthy 
for a viewer and someone wanting to 
learn about painting to see ways they can 
treat the subject matter.”

Exemplifying this is Thelma Sellers, a 
resident of  Sutton, who proudly displays 
her colour inspired work in the show. 
What originally started off  as a black 
and white painting quickly turned into a 
rhapsody in blue incorporating not only 
paint, but also painting, cheese cloth, and 
even feathers.

“SOYRA is a fabulous group of  people,” 
says Ms. Sellers. “The Cultural Centre is 
a beautiful place to show art. It’s a great 
place and worth the 45 minute trip!”

For more about SOYRA, visit www.
soyra.ca. 

York Symphony gets back to 
nature for season opener

150

AURORA 

C
A

N
ADA’S BIRTHDAY TO

W
N150 Arts & Culture

For its first series of  concerts in 2014, the 
York Symphony Orchestra’s Maestro Denis 
Mastromonaco has chosen music inspired 
by nature.

The concerts will feature a YSO favourite, 
York region native Andrew Ascenzo, to play 
Edward Elgar’s Cello Concerto.

Andrew holds both a Bachelor’s and 
a Master’s Degree in Cello Performance 
from the University of  Toronto, where he 
studied with Shauna Rolston, as well as 
Matt Brubeck, with whom he explored jazz 
and world improvisation. 

Currently principal cellist of  the 
Koffler Chamber Orchestra, Andrew has 
performed in venues across Canada as a 
soloist, chamber musician, and orchestral 
player.

Also an active songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist, Andrew is a diverse 
performer who can regularly be seen 
playing with artists and groups such as the 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra, Michelle Wright, 
and the Toronto-based folk band, Arosa Star.

As the Elgar work reflects the pastoral 
quiet of  the English country cottage in 
which it was written, the other works on 
the program, Dvorak’s Czech Suite and 
Schumann’s Symphony #3 “The Rhenish,” 
evoke their own particular sense of  a place 
dominated by the pervasive presence of  
nature.

The concerts are Saturday, February 15 
at 8 p.m. at the Trinity Anglican Church 
in Aurora, and Sunday February 16 at 7.30 
p.m. at the Richmond Hill Centre for the 
Performing Arts.

Tickets for the Aurora concert may 
be purchased by calling 416 410-0860; for 
Sunday, February 16, call 905 787-8811 or go 
online at www.rhcentre.ca.

Tickets will also be available at the door 
of  both venues.Andrew Ascenzo
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Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

Plumbing Service
PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

H O G A N ’ S  I N N  •  1 2 9 9 8  K E E L E  S T.  K I N G  C I T Y  •  T H E  H U N T  P U B

H O U R S :  M o n . - T h u r s .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 0 p m
F r i .  1 1 : 3 0 a m - 3 p m  /  5 p m - 1 1 p m

S a t .  5 p m - 1 1 p m   S u n .  1 1 a m - 8 p m

Come In for a Brand New Culinary Experience 
at Hogan’s Inn! Meet Anna and  Her Team!

Call 905.833.5311 for Reservations

Hogan’s Inn
The Place You
Want To Be!

Follow us on Twitter 
@HogansInn

Live Bands:

•$5.00 Martinis
• Appetizer Specials

Thursday
is

Ladies NightFriday, Jan. 31st –

Bad Dogs
Saturday, Feb. 1st –

Something Extra

Some new dishes on the menu:
Pineapple Shrimp Spelt Spaghetti
Ricotta e Spinci Medallioni Risotto ai Porcini
Risotto a la Pescatore Zuppa di Pesce
Grilled Australian Lamb Rack Pan Seared Veal Chop
 Pesce Misto di Mare

Party at the Hunt Pub!

 Pesce Misto di Mare

Valentine’s Day is around the
corner... Call to book your reservations!ervations!ervations!

Some new dishes on the menu:

Fresh Homemade

Pastas!
Some new dishes on the menu:

Fresh Seafood

Daily!

 
905.841.2167     I     www.deefashions.com
15480 Bayview Avenue, Aurora Centre, B3 #105

Arm CanDy Club
CONCIERGE SERVICE

®

... makes Gift Shopping ... Easy!
We’ll help You select the perfect Gift, 

beautifully Package & Deliver it for you!

purses  •  handbags  •  wallets  •  sunglasses 
fragrances  •  watches  •  jewellery  •  apparel  •  décora

*some Conditions & 
Limitations may apply

drive.
Adding to 

the list of  
a c h i e v e m e n t s , 
after the holidays 
they went on 
to become 
champions at the 
Regional Silver 
Stick qualifier in 
Georgina, which 
sent them to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Silver Stick finals 
in St. Catherines.

And to cap it 
all off, the club 
was invited to the 
Aurora Council 
Chambers last 
week to meet 
with Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe, 
who proclaimed 
January 9 to 
January 12 to be 
Aurora Tigers 
Atom AE Days.

“It’s been 
good and it has 
been really fun,” 
said left winger 
Riley Pearl. “The 
coaching staff  is 
great, the players 
are always 
coming in with a 
positive attitude. 
It has been great 
and it’s definitely 
fun to meet the 
mayor. It’s a 
special thing to 
do, because not a 
lot of  teams get 
to do it.” 

It was hard 
for Pearl to pick 
one moment 
this season that 
he thought was 
better than all 
the others, but 
there was one 
that stuck out.

“ P r o b a b l y 
winning the 
Silver Stick 
t o u r n a m e n t , 
because we 
played really 
hard and we all 

Atom Tigers are in good position for playoffs
From page 9 wanted to go to 

St. Catherines,” 
he said. “When 
it went into 
overtime and 
coach Fred put 
me out, I felt 
really excited and 
I went down and 
scored the game-
winning goal, 
which was really 
fun.

“ G o i n g 
down on that 
breakaway was a 
big one. Everyone 
wanted to score 
and I was really 
nervous, but 
we also went to 
Detroit for the 
Motown Cup 
and we won that 
t o u r n a m e n t . 
That was really 
fun because the 
Red Wings are my 
favourite hockey 
team.”

Pearl said it 
has been a dream 

season for his 
team and that he 
isn’t surprised 
the team has 
bonded so well.

“It’s just 
because we all 
love hockey and 
we just all want 
to win, we just 
pass the puck 
and we want to 
win. Our team 
has improved 
from last year 
and we’ve been 
playing well,” he 
said.

Team manager, 
Rommel, couldn’t 
agree more with 
Pearl.

“It’s the 
d e d i c a t e d 
coaching staff  
as well as the 
work ethic of  
the boys and 
the philosophy 
of  skating hard 
and having fun, 
really,” he said. 

“It’s just a bunch 
of  good boys 
that work well 
together and 
that’s all melded 
together by the 
parents and the 
coaching staff.”

Rommel said 
the club was the 
only team from 
Aurora to qualify 
for a Silver Stick 
tournament this 
season. 

They still have 
some season left 
to play, but are 
thinking they will 
face off  against 
their rivals in 
Richmond Hill 
for the playoffs.

With the way 
the season has 
gone so far, 
the players are 
confident in one 
another and hope 
to keep their 
dream season 
going.
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Demo & Piano 

Sale

69 Davis Drive, Newmarket • 905-895-1844
www.thepianostudio.com

Try the new 
Roland Digital Pianos

Demos from 
Roland staff

CLEARANCE

Feb 6-8

on previous models
PRICING 

Oh, the climatic 
vagaries of  nature. 

A wet fall, cold 
temperatures in 
December lingering 
into early January, 
compounded by 
heavy snow accumulation 
and a devastating ice storm 
were flummoxed by Mother 
Nature. 

I learned a new weather 
term this winter. “Frost 
quakes”. What the hell are 
frost quakes? How come 
this is the first time in sixty 
years I’ve ever heard of  such 
a phenomenon? Surely it 
gets cold in the winter year 
after year, but I’ve never, 
ever heard of  this until now. 

What you heard was 
the result of  a weather 
phenomenon called a 
cryoseism, often referred 
to as an “ice quake or frost 
quake.” The boom is caused 
when water in the ground 
expands in extreme cold. 

Seniors are particularly  
vulnerable to weather 
extremes as experienced by 
the ice storm. My parents 
are in their mid 80s and 
they lost power for over a 
week, as did many seniors 
in Aurora. 

It goes without saying 
that this is very disruptive 
and dangerous to our lives. 
My parents had to go to 
my sister’s house because 
people north of  St John 
Road were spared the loss of  
electrical power. 

They lost all the food 
in their refrigerator and 
freezer. The also lost the 
normal routines in their 
day-to-day lives.

Aurora’s seniors had to 
deal with many hazards. 
Slippery surface conditions 
made walking or driving 
relatively impossible. The 
dangers posed by downed 
power lines were evident all 
over town where overhead 
wires serve us. Then there 
were the tree limbs crashing 
down.

I woke up at 3.30 a.m. to 
the sound of  a loud crash. 
I thought to myself  “there 
couldn’t be lightning could 
there?”  

I took a look out my 
window only to see my 80 
foot ash tree that was on my 
boulevard now lying across 
my driveway. Take that, 
Emerald Ash Borer! No food 
for you! 

Then more crashes as 
most all trees along the 
street and many trees in the 
ravine behind our house 
came crashing down. The 
ice storm brought out the 
best in our neighbours as 
they chipped in (not a pun) 
and cleared debris blocking 
the street and driveways. 
Special thanks to all who 
helped, especially Paul, 
Severio and John just to 
mention a few.

My friend, Hildegard, 
also a valued member of  
the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
lives in a seniors building 
in town. Through condo 

fees, among other 
services, they pay for 
snow to be removed 
from the parking lot 
and sidewalks.  

Hildegard tells 
me it was very sad 

to see seniors out in the 
parking lot with a shovel in 
one hand and a cane in the 
hand, clearing the snow that 
the plow had piled behind 
their vehicles in the parking 
lot. 

That being said, many 
snow removal service 
providers worked many 
hours to enable our mobility 
and good, quality service is 
very appreciated.

Cold weather can pose 
serious health hazards to 
older adults. Falls and other 
accidents, hypothermia 
and depression are more 
common as the temperature 
drops. The key to safety is 
prevention. Here a few wise 
tips.

Watch out for ice and 
snow! Wear sensible 
footwear. Don’t shovel more 
snow than is reasonable 
given the risk to your 
health. We still need you 
around after the snow stops! 
Keep warm too. Arthritis, 
diabetes, poor circulation, 
paralysis caused by stroke 
and many other conditions 
can cause lack of  feeling, 
especially in the extremities. 
A diminished response to 
cold can put seniors at risk 
for hypothermia.  

Be prepared for an 
emergency. Winter storms 
can mean power outages and 
resultant loss of  heat, water 
and telephone services. 
Inclement weather can 
mean difficulty going out 
for necessary supplies. Be 
prepared for emergencies: 
Stock up on food and fresh 
water. Chats provides 
frozen emergency food 
packs that can be heated. 
Keep batteries, candles, 
flashlights, Sterno fuel, 
extra blankets and a battery-
operated radio on hand.

Keep your spirits 
high! Perhaps the most 
devastating threat to seniors 
in wintertime is depression. 
Inclement weather can 
restrict activities and 
opportunities to mingle 
with others. The isolation 
and loneliness that afflict 
many seniors become even 
worse when the weather is 
harsh. Shorter days mean 
less sunlight, which can also 
contribute to depression. To 
prevent depression socialize 
at the Aurora Seniors 
Centre! 

Jimmy’s last word: If  you 
have an elderly neighbour, 
check on them.

For more information 
on the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre and all it has to 
offer, drop by 90 John West 
Way, visit the web site www.
auroraseniors.ca, email 
auroraseniors@rogers.com 
or call 905-726-4767 between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday to 
Friday.

Senior 
Scape 

Jim L. Abram

Baby it’s 
Cold Outside!

Mayor Geoffrey Dawe, along with King Mayor Steve Pellegrini, don toques to support 360 Kids’ Toque 
Tuesday to combat homelessness in York Region. Toque Tuesday 2014 will take place February 4.

 Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Toque sales help fight an “invisible problem” in York Region
By Brock Weir

A toque can be seen as a necessary evil during 
the winter season, or a beloved symbol of  
Canadiana, but for Michael Braithwaite of  360 
Kids, it symbolises “warm your head, warm your 
heart.”

360 Kids, the York Region-based organization 
providing crisis support for children and youth, 
was on hand at the York Regional Offices on 
Thursday, helping raise awareness for February 
4’s National Toque Tuesday Day. Originally 
an initiative of  Raising the Roof, toques will 
be sold throughout York Region 
for a donation of  $10 to help end 
homelessness in York Region. 

Proceeds from 360’s campaign will 
go directly back to the organization 
to combat homelessness at the source 
through hot meals, life skills and 
job skills training, apprenticeship 
programs, and ongoing work at their 
youth drop-in centre and funding for 
individuals in housing facilities.

“This is our third year of  being the 
rep and bringing the program into 
York Region,” said Mr. Braithwaite. 
“In this kind of  weather when it is 
regularly -20 and you can just run 
inside when you feel the cold, for a 
homeless person sometimes that is just not an 
option. When 80 per cent of  your heat escapes 
from your head, a toque can really make a 
difference. It really symbolizes warm your head, 
warm your heart.”

In a community like York Region, which is 
often viewed by people to be a relatively affluent 
community, that kind of  perception is almost a 
double-edged sword because with homelessness, 
seeing is often believing.

“When we moved to York Region, my then 
12-year-old daughter said the difference with 
York Region is that there is no homeless people,” 
he said. “Because we can’t see it, we think it is 
not there, but there is an estimated 300 on the 
streets at any given night and there are about 27 
shelter beds mostly in the south like Vaughan, 
Richmond Hill and Markham. 

“Often youth will wear out their welcome, go 

from friend to friend, walk around all night and 
not sleep, and get changed at their school or gas 
station because it is embarrassing for them. It is 
invisible homelessness. They don’t see the kids. 
Quite often the face of  homelessness we think of  
is the guy in Downtown Toronto with the blanket 
over him and that is not what homelessness 
looks like. A quick blowout with your family and 
kids says, ‘I’m out of  here!’ and they look like any 
other kid on the street.”

Mayors and Regional Councillors were happy 
to don their respective toques at Thursday’s 
launch, while heralding the 360 Kids Program 

and raising the roof  to underscore 
the problem of  homelessness in the 
Region. 

“Homelessness is indeed a problem 
in York Region,” said Aurora Mayor 
Geoffrey Dawe. “We tend to think we 
don’t have ‘those kinds of  people’ 
[here] but we do have those issues 
in the Region. We have to have an 
economy that is strong so that jobs 
are available but we probably have to 
be a little bit more cognizant perhaps 
at the school level. These things tend 
to be generational, so from the young 
folks up we have to address these 
needs.”

King Mayor Steve Pellegrini also 
highlighted the importance of  raising awareness, 
particularly amongst young residents, and the 
work this group is doing to combat that. 

“They are doing their best with limited funds 
and this is an opportunity to show support and 
raise money for this worthwhile cause.”

While 360 Kids deals with “invisible 
homelessness”, they are also acutely aware that 
there are no specific demographic trends that 
can determine where homelessness is likely to 
arise and to address that, they set themselves a 
very specific target.

“It reaches across rich, poor, black, white and 
all cultures,” said Mr. Braithwaite. “We often say 
that kids that come from wealth are less equipped 
because they have never had to have the street 
smarts to fend for themselves. We have a two year 
window. If  we don’t break the cycle in two years, 
it is a life-long cycle of  homelessness.”

In this kind of 
weather when it is 

regularly -20  
and you can just run 
inside when you feel 

the cold, for  
a homeless person 
sometimes that is  
just not an option.

Express your 

views 

on  

these and  

other stories at  

theauroran.com
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ONE OF NORTH 
AMERICA’S LARGEST 
financial services 
companies is rapidly 
expanding in this area. 
If  you desire a dynamic 
career with excellent  
income potential, call Ruth 
Greaves at 1-888-240-4767.

Deadline: Monday 1 p.m. week of publication.        905-727-3300    Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

FOUND – A set of  GM car 
keys in the area of  Baywell 
Crescent, Aurora. Incl. 
automatic door unlock. To 
claim, call 647-680-8336.

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
LOOKING FOR WORK

FOR SALE

LOST & FOUND

VINTAGE 1960S gold 
pair of  gold woven bucket 
chairs. Both in good 
condition. $100 or best 
offer for set of  two pieces. 
Call 905-727-6497.

Simcoe York Group of Newspapers
“A Division of London Publishing”
Your Community Newspapers

POSITION SUMMARY:
Acting as an inside, telemarketing Junior Sales Representative, 
develops and sells commercial advertising space, to current and 
prospective advertisers through regular contact. Operates within 
assigned territory to develop maximum revenue. 

Inside Sales Representative/Telemarketing

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
• Developing territory: Contact with current and prospective clients.
•  All paper work associated with the advertising ordering and billing process 

to be correctly completed and submitted in a timely manner.
• Projects effi cient, confi dent and professional appearance and mannerisms.
•  Responsive to customer needs, identifi es customer complaints and ensures 

all complaints are resolved.

• Perform all other duties as assigned by the Manager.

EXPECTATIONS:
•  Have an understanding of all applicable York Simcoe Group of Newspapers 

and corresponding rates.
•  Must have a good understanding of your territory and clients, 

their potential and opportunities for growth.
•  Is willing to invest the appropriate amount of time required 

to maximize your territory’s potential.
•  Be required to own your own reliable vehicle. Possess good oral 

and written communication skills.

• Have a positive attitude and care about your clients.

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
• Sales Driven
• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Great Interpersonal Skills

PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUMÉ TO:
karin@simcoeyorkprinting.com

FASTEST GROwING 
COMPANy in the history 
of  relationship marketing. 
$100 Million our first 
year in one country one 
product. Be one of  the 
first in Canada. Interested!  
Call 905-503-2770

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

CAREER

EUROPEAN 
CLEANING LADY 

Lots of  experience  
and references. 

Call: 416-434-6229 

SERVICES

SERVICES JOB FAIR

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

Full-time mechanic required
Experience in landscaping, an AZ license and equipment operation 

a definite asset. We offer benefits and a matching RRSP plan.
Fax: 905-859-4558  charlie@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

We are hosting a JOB FAIR
on Feb.26 starting at 10am.

We are looking for motivated and responsible landscape workers, truck 
drivers with AZ license, equipment operators for dozers/excavators.

Pre-register for a job interview at
office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com
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THANK YOU

905-729-2287
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kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Jan.9/14
  Sales Rep.: JD

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
       CC q  OC q   SFPq  VWq    

2x20 and 2x24
HELP WANTED

3 3

3

3

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

Full-time mechanic required
Experience in landscaping, an AZ license and equipment operation 

a definite asset. We offer benefits and a matching RRSP plan.
Fax: 905-859-4558  charlie@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

BRUCE WILSON
LANDSCAPING LTD.

We are hosting a JOB FAIR
on Feb.26 starting at 10am.

We are looking for motivated and responsible landscape workers, truck 
drivers with AZ license, equipment operators for dozers/excavators.

Pre-register for a job interview at
office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

TIME SENSITIVE
MATERIAL

PLEASE RETURN
PROOFED 

WITHIN AN HOUR 
OF  RECEIPT,
THANK YOU

905-729-2287
FAX: 905-729-2541

kvweekly@bellnet.ca

  Proofed and
  approved by 
  
  Date:  
  Date of insertion: Jan.9/14
  Sales Rep.: JD

  NTT q    KWS q    IS q 
       CC q  OC q   SFPq  VWq    

2x20 and 2x24
HELP WANTED

3 3

3

3

NEED 
ADMIN SUPPORT?

Local offsite company
offers help with emails,
social media, invoicing,

estimates etc…
Executive Assistants 2Go

416.948.8866
www.ea2go.co

Do you love to clean?
• No evenings or weekends
• Travel time, mileage and bonuses paid 
• P/T & F/T positions available
• Training provided 

Visit our website at www.brightenyourday.ca
Call 905 713 3651 or email your resume to 

kathy@brightenyourday.ca 

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY HOME CLEANING
REQUIRES

RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS

HOUSE CLEANING 
weekly and biweekly 

free estimate 

905-717-6999

Serving Aurora and  
Newmarket since 1994

Insured and bonded 
Christine’s Maid Service  

WIndoW cAulkInG 

WIndoW crAnk 
rEpAIrs

Call Carl for a FREE estimate

&

905-726-0682

Former Nato Director,  
“University  Strasbourg” 

D.E.A. for private or group 
in office or company.

905-898-5686

LEARN BUSINESS 
FRENCH, GERMAN, 

SPANISH, LATIN, 
POLISH.

AVON CANADA JOB FAIR
 

Upper Canada Mall Newmarket 
FOOD COURT 

(Look for AVON sign on the table) 

Wed. Feb. 5 at 1:30 until 2:30 
Feb. 5 at 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
Fri. Feb. 7 at 1.30 p.m. until 2.00 p.m. 
Fri. Feb. 7 at 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. 

We are looking for motivated and responsible per-
sons who wish to find honest rewarding work, must 
be 18 years of age, and if you have a lop-top it would 
be helpful to bring it with you...and we can get you 
started right away. 

pre-register by sending email or calling 
Linda 905-557-0070 lindadh@rogers.com

We are hosting a 

JOB FAIR 

Near town of   
Interlachen  

.31 acres 
non-flooded wooded area 

$4,500.00 

905-898-5686

FLORIDA LOT 
FOR SALE

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax

866-274-7231 Toll Free
“Our Business Is People”

FULL TIME POSITIONS
Water Purification Positions (Weston)
- CSR’s, inbound calls
- Installation Technicians
- Sales Coordinators, In-home Sales
- Warehouse, inventory person

MIG Welders  – $15.00 / hr.
Purchaser – PMAC & Metal Fab exp. a must
Restoration Technicians – IICRC Lic.
Envelope Machine Adjuster – exp. only
– $24 / hr.

Pick / Pack, Fklt. lic – $14.00 /hr.
Forklift Mechanic – $32K
Spray Painter – Custom Shop
Quality Manager – Degree a must - $60-80K
Experienced Factory, Warehouse Workers
CNC / Water Jet Operators – $14/hr

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

COMING EVENTS

ON NOW
DECEMBER 16 – FEBRUARY 17

Come to Town Park to take in Aurora’s Borealis. 
Coloured LED Christmas lights illuminate Town 
Park trees every night from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., allowing 
families to skate (weather permitting) under the lights 
on the giant outdoor ice rink.

JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 2
The Society of  York Region Artists (SOYRA) 

will host their 2014 SOYRA Showcase at the Aurora 
Cultural Centre. Artists will present their new works 
and all pieces will be for sale. The Aurora Cultural 
Centre is located at 22 Church Street.

JANUARY 22 – FEBRUARY 5
Aurora’s Evergreen Choir is looking for a few good 

men 55+. Do you sometimes find yourself  humming a 
tune after seeing a performance by El Divo or Michael 
Buble? Do you have a nice voice? The Evergreen Choir 
of  the Aurora Seniors’ Centre wants you. If  you are 
looking for a new challenge which is socially pleasant 
and mentally stimulating and fun, join us at the Centre 
to sit in on a couple of  rehearsals. The choir meets 
every Wednesday at 1.30 p.m. For more information, 
contact Stella at switzer3613@sympatico.ca.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30
The York North Lyme Group will host a Lyme 

Disease Support Group meeting tonight from 7 – 9 p.m. 
at the Aurora United Church. This discussion night is 
open to all Lyme patients, caregivers, and anyone who 
would like to know more about the tick-borne disease. 
Please come fragrance free. For more information, 
check “York North Lyme Support Group” on 
Facebook, or email yorknorth.lymegroup@gmail.
com. The Aurora United Church is located at 15186 
Yonge Street.

* * * * 
The Aurora Chamber of  Commerce will host 

their Chamber Pub Night from 5.30 – 7.30 p.m. tonight 
at King Richard’s English Pub. Complimentary to 
Chamber members. No registration required. 

JANUARY 30 – FEBRUARY 2
St. Andrew’s College hosts its 31st annual 

MacPherson Hockey Tournament. This year’s 
tourney features high school and senior teams from 
Ontario, Quebec, and New York. The first game starts 
at 9 a.m. at the Aurora Community Centre (ACC1). 
Opening ceremonies will also be held at 7 p.m. at ACC1 
prior to the match between the St. Andrew’s Saints 
and Quebec City’s Cégep de Sainte-Foy. Entry is free. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31
Members of  the Aurora Chamber of  Commerce 

are invited for Coffee with the Chair this morning from 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Drop in for an informal networking 
opportunity, get answers to your questions, meet the 
staff, and see what is new at the Chamber. 14438 Yonge 
Street.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Join local volunteers in helping Special Olympians 

at a special “Tiki Party” at Jonathan’s Restaurant this 
evening at 8 p.m. Live band, silent auction and great 
fun! For tickets, email Diane at motherb@sympatico.
ca. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Aurora violinist Wesley Bells will join Laura 

Engsig on the clarinet and tenor Christopher Dallo for 
the Young Artists Showcase this afternoon at 2 p.m. 
hosted by Visual and Performing Arts Newmarket. 
They will be joined by competitive dancers from 
Chantal’s Dance Academy for the performance which 
will take place at Newmarket Theatre. For more 
information and tickets, contact the Theatre at 905-
953-5122.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
The Aurora Public Library presents: Money 

Talk$, a free monthly discussion/education group 
to share unbiased experience and knowledge in 
financial planning. A presentation will be followed by 
a Question and Answer session. Talks get underway 
in the Magna Room at 7 p.m. Tonight’s theme is RRSPs 
and TFSAs: Developing Your Own Investment Plan. 
This informal group is dedicated to help people start 
investing or become better investors. Beginners and 
experts are invited to gain and share knowledge. No 
financial products or services will be offered or sold, 
directly or indirectly. To register, contact the Adult 
Information Desk at 905-727-9494 x275.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
The Newmarket/Aurora French Language 

Meetup Group will meet at Heavenly Bite European 
Café (1100 Davis Drive, Newmarket) tonight at 6 p.m. 
The meet-up group is for those who want to speak, 
practice or study French in a fun environment. 
French enthusiasts at all levels are welcome – from 
Francophones to beginners. Meetings are informal 
and fully oriented towards self-help, individual 
member initiatives and participants helping each 
other. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7
The European Club in Aurora starts today. Would 

you like to share culture, tradition and history? Join 
the club for a Family Day celebration tonight from 7 – 9 
p.m. Contact Svetla and George Topouzovi (224 Tonner 
Crescent, Aurora) for more information: 905-727-3924 
or gtopouzov@yahoo.ca. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
The Women of  Influence Network (WIN) will host 

a meeting today at Foxglove Design, 2-15140 Yonge 
Street, Aurora, from 12 noon to 1.30 p.m. Join WIN, a 
group of  women who meet during the lunch hour to 
nurture and inspire personal and professional growth. 
This complimentary event is open to members only. 
Limited seating available. For more information, 
contact Teri Hastings at 905-727-7262 x22. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13
The Newmarket/Aurora French Language 

Meetup Group will meet at Heavenly Bite European 
Café (1100 Davis Drive, Newmarket) tonight at 6 p.m. 
The meet-up group is for those who want to speak, 
practice or study French in a fun environment. 
French enthusiasts at all levels are welcome – from 
Francophones to beginners. Meetings are informal 
and fully oriented towards self-help, individual 
member initiatives and participants helping each 
other. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
The Aurora Cultural Centre, 22 Church Street, 

is proud to present Valentine’s Day with The Judy 
Marshak Quartet.  Transport yourself  back to 
Manhattan, circa the 1950s, with the best in cabaret 
jazz repertoire from the award-winning actress/
singer/songwriter, accompanied by piano, drums and 
upright bass. An affectionate tribute to some of  the 
coolest popular music ever written.  Doors open 7:30 
pm; concert at 8 pm. Tickets $25 in advance, or $30 day 
of  concert, with general admission seating and a cash 
bar. To purchase, drop by the Centre, or call 905-713-
1818. www.auroraculturalcentre.ca.

* * * * 
Celebrate Black History Month tonight with The 

Love Train Revue 2014. Featuring George St. Kitts 
and Friends, the event will celebrate the sounds of  
Motown, Jazz, Funk, Blues, African Folk, Reggae and 
More. Tickets are on sale now through the Richmond 
Hill Centre for Performing Arts at 905-787-8811. The 
event supports the Alzheimer Society of  York Region 
and the Herbert H. Carnegie Future Aces Foundation.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15
The One Parent Family Association will host their 

Valentine’s Day dance this evening at 8 p.m. All are 
welcome – singles and couples. The dance will be held 
at the Aurora Legion, 105 Industrial Parkway North. 
There will be a light buffet at 11 p.m. and a great DJ 
for the over-40 crowd. Admission is $18, or $15 for 
York Singles members. For more information, contact 
Sherry Worth at sherryworth@rogers.com.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Come to Town Park today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

for the 2014 Arctic Adventure, hosted by the Town of  
Aurora. This year’s new spin on an Aurora tradition 
include exciting Olympic themes in honour of  the 
Sochi Winter Games.  Prizes will be awarded to those 
who earn their Olympic rings at various activities 
including a hockey shoot out, ice fishing, arctic 
golf, arctic bounce, mini floor curling, and mini 
snow tubing. Entertainment includes First Nations 
Presentation, McLaughlin and Friends, Aurora 
Teen Idol, and a Battle of  the Chainsaws ice carving 
competition. 

To submit your upcoming event to The 
Auroran, send your information in 100 

words or less to letters@auroran.com with 
the subject line “Coming Event”.

Williams students and teachers, above, have organized an 
evening of entertainment and food, including an extensive 
art show, for the fundraiser.       Auroran photo by Brock Weir

Students build on success of last year’s 
bone marrow campaign
11 student Kianna Gram. “We’re really pushing for it 
to be successful. You get food, kids games and there is 
going to be live music, a student art show set up in the 
library and it will be great for the community.”

The students don’t have a particular goal in mind for 
the event, and view everything that comes in as a bonus 
as it goes directly to a family in need. 

“We just want to try as much as we can and whatever 
we end up with, we know at the end of  the day we will 
have put in as much effort as we possibly could,” says 
Grade 12 student Sydney Cobbold. “Whether five people 
come or whether 500 people come, I will be completely 
happy because I know people will have come together 
and done a great job.”

The plight of  Sarah and her family was first brought 
to the attention of  students last year by teachers as her 
father is a member of  the York Region District School 
Board. They say they were inspired not only by their 
story, but in the spirit and determination in which they 
have faced their challenge. 

“She has just inspired us so much,” says Sydney. 
“When I met her dad, he was the most outgoing, bubbly, 
nice person and it is just so hard to believe that at the 
same time, that was happening. He could put down a few 
hours [to be with us] and really inspired us as a team to 
definitely do the best we can.”

Adds Kianna: “Her family always posts photos to 
Sarah’s Facebook page and you can see her personality. 
She is always goofy. There was one where she was riding 
this scooter through Sick Kids and it was just the cutest 
thing I have ever seen. She is always happy despite her 
situation and she is making the best out of  everything.”

The situation also hits particularly close to home for 
Grade 11 student Haven Moulds, as a family member 
is also struggling with cancer. Her grandmother is, of  
course, of  a different generation to Sarah but with that 
age comes support from friends and others who have 
gone through similar journeys. The same can’t often 
be said of  young children with cancer in finding that 

person to relate to on their own level.
“It is almost as if  they are going through this alone, 

even if  they do have quite a bit of  support,” says Haven. 
As they spend just over a week putting the finishing 

touches on these two community events, the students 
are looking forward to them with an equal mix of  
excitement and trepidation. 

“It feels so unreal now and almost as if  this day is 
never going to happen, but when the day comes it is 
just going to be an amazing night,” says Sydney. “Our 
school has never done something like this before. It is 
my last year here too, so it is really sad, but I am so 
excited I am going to be able to put something like this 
together with some of  the greatest friends I have met 
and people I have really grown to love.”

Adds Kianna: “We are so proud of  this! It is our 
baby!”

For more on the Something for Sarah events being 
held by Dr. G.W. Williams students, including ways 
to purchase tickets for the February 13 event, visit 
somethingforsarah.wix.com/gwwilliams. 
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Aquarius 

 (January 20 – February 18)
It is your month, Aquarius, 

and you will receive an inner 
activation! Remember to 
be responsible for things 
that matter most to you. 
Relationships are number 
one, so put your energy 
into shoring them up and 
committing with your heart.

Pisces  
(February 19 – March 20)
Connect to the Earth in 

February, in any way you 
can. Feel the deep peace and 
support the ground brings, 
especially amidst unsettling change. 
There will be surprises Pisces. Just flow 
with it as best as you can!

Aries  
(March 21 –April 19)

Nurture your relationships in 
February. Continue your pursuit of  
balance, harmony and realistic dealings 
with others. Communication will go 
smoothly and easily. Say what needs to be 
said, always tempered with compassion.

Taurus 
 (April 20 – May 20)

Relationships continue to require 
solidity and commitment in February. Any 
issues that arise need to be acknowledged. 
There is great opportunity to achieve 
relationship longevity with others. Put 
time into what you value most.

Gemini 
(May 21 – June 20)

Try to achieve peace in this rather busy 
month, Gemini. You may have to review 
certain issues and resolve them through 
committed effort. Keep communication 
channels clear and you should emerge 
from this month unscathed.

Cancer  
(June 21 – July 21)

You may feel very vulnerable in 
February, Cancer. Try to accept any 
changes with grace and a peaceful 
demeanor. Feelings seem large and 
dramatic, but they are simply shedding 
light onto your sensitive triggers. This is 
the month to just let go.

Leo 
 (July 22 – August 22)

The start of  February requires hard 

work and discipline. You 
will be mostly on the move, 
sharing your insights. 
By month’s end, you will 
emerge into a highly creative 
time that welcomes more 
inspiration and sensitivity 
than heaviness.

Virgo  
(August 23 – September 22)

Always know that you 
have the power over your 
mind, Virgo. And your mind 
will be busy this month. Use 
your nervous energy to share 
what is constructive and 
realistic, versus worrisome. 
Don’t let the negativity get 

stuck in your head!
Libra  

(September 23 – October 22)
Relationships are serious business 

in February, your favorite topic Libra! 
Money and your personal values also 
feature as subjects of  concern. Make your 
life a ceremony of  practicality, and you 
will achieve much of  importance this 
month.

Scorpio  
(October 23 – November 21)

No man is an island, Scorpio. Honor 
your need for solitude but get on the move 
this month too. Communicate and share 
your heart above all else. This will give 
you some yin to complement your very 
strong yang!

Sagittarius  
(November 22 – December 21)

Find a restful sanctuary to help you 
through times of  change this month. 
There may be sudden surprises and 
excitement, but find some time to process 
the happenings alone. Feelings will be big 
and large, so let them out.

Capricorn  
(December 22 – January 19)

Take time to reflect on your wins and 
losses this month. Share what needs to 
be said, especially if  it is the bare bones 
truth. Relationships will be better for this 
type of  authenticity. Your burdens will 
feel less too.

For more information about Jodie and 
astrology, visit www.EarthSkyJourneys.
org.

AT YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

NOT 
EVERYONE

needs your services 

all the time, 

but, 

it you want 

to be there

when they do... 

Advertise 
in The Auroran, 

CLASSIFIEDS  
Call: 905-727-3300

AIRPORT LIMO DENTAL

ALUMINUM REPAIRS REAL ESTATE

STONE

CREMATION

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

WATER

TREE CARE

PAINTER

MEMORIAL

HANDYMAN RENOVATIONS

MOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

905-841-6334  

• Aluminum Repairs 
• Door/Window Repairs 
• Downpipe Repairs 
• Eavestrough Repairs 
• Caulking
• Eavestrough Cleaning

40 Years 
Experience

HARRISON

Consulting I Tree Pruning I Structural Reinforcement
Pest & Disease Control I Soil Enhancement I Tree & Stump Removal

www.advancedtreecare.ca

905.478.2300    toll free 866.478.2301   email@advancedtreecare.ca

QualiTy workmanshiP
comPETiTivE PricEs

Specializing in: drywall repairs, flooring, 
tiling, backsplash & trim work.  

Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates

CGM RENOVATIONS

416-271-7762

 reverse osmosis filtration system
 and FREE installationFREE

Purchase a Refineosoft Water Softener and receive a 

New Years Special!
2 Rooms $349

using Benjamin Moore paints
We also do exteriors

PKD Painting 
905-836-4347 or 905-251-1977

Local Newmarket company serving 
Newmarket, Aurora, Bradford since 1985

CLEANERS

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

Jodie Cara Lindley

February 
Horoscopes

Community Living, neighbours set for  
OMB fight over bus

By Brock Weir

Aurora residents will face the Ontario 
Municipal Board without Council’s help 
in their fight against Community Living. 

Residents of  Wethersfield Court are 
squaring off  with Community Living 
York South, which operates a group 
home on the street for persons living with 
intellectual challenges. After a decade 
on the street, some of  clients living in 
the home are experiencing reduced 
mobility, two require wheelchairs to get 
around, and Community Living now 
uses a small bus to get everyone where 
they need to go.

The problem? Vehicles like this are 
prohibited under bylaw and this has left 
some residents seeing red. 

“As a resident of  almost 24 years on 
the court, it has been a wonderful court, 
however, there has been a violation of  the 
bylaw,” said Angela Parsons, appearing 
before Councillors last week in an open 
forum session. 

She cited a decision by Aurora’s 
Committee of  Adjustment last fall to 
deny Community Living’s application 
for a variance to the bylaw allowing the 
vehicle, which they have now taken to 
the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB). 

“You were duly elected by the citizens 
of  Aurora to uphold the bylaws. [If] we 
tried to do the same thing we would be 
fined the same and we would be forced 
to remove whatever the violation was.”

Ms. Parsons’ arguments were 
bolstered by delegate Terry Jones, who 
said the issue was about equal rights.

“We appeal to Council to be supportive 
to all Aurorans in preserving, protecting 
and enforcing the zoning bylaws and 
support the Committee of  Adjustment’s 
ruling at the upcoming OMB hearing,” he 
said. “The Ministry of  Community and 
Social Services mandate all Community 
Living associations throughout the 
Province to seamlessly blend in to all 
communities and specifically uphold 
and comply to all zoning bylaws in all 
the communities they operate their 
group home activities.”

Taking the opposing side was Aurora 
resident and accessibility advocate Tyler 
Barker. In his view, this was a matter of  
providing accessible transportation for 
all when accessible taxis could be cost-
prohibitive and public transportation 
for people with mobility problems has 
its own issues. 

“I just want to remind residents that 
there are reasons they have [the bus] 
there and these individuals are not 
residents, they are neighbours,” he said. 
“People with disabilities deserve respect. 
There are a lot of  different variables to 
transportation. Taxis are hard to get and 
you have to call about a week or 72 hours 
in advance. We are supposed to be in an 
inclusive community and everybody 
deserves an equal quality of  life as much 
as possible.”

Getting into the debate, Council opted 
in favour of  sitting out this fight while 
the process was still ongoing at the OMB. 
For Councillor Sandra Humfryes, it was 
a matter of  following “due process” 
before the Board tenders its decision to 
Community Living.

If  the OMB upholds the decision of  
Aurora’s Committee of  Adjustment, the 
Town would then contact Community 
Living asking them to remove the 
bus, according to Techa van Leewen, 
Aurora’s Director of  Bylaw Services. 
If  they did not follow suit, charges and 
legal wrangling would follow. At this 
point, it would have been unusual for 
Council to get involved with the OMB 
process. 

While Council voted unanimously to 
stay out of  it, some Councillors voiced 
support of  Community Living’s position. 

“We are not here to bring the hammer 
down on people,” said Councillor Evelyn 
Buck. 

Added Councillor Michael Thompson: 
“I think Mr. Barker said it best that there 
is a question about quality of  life. To 
deny them access to the bus, the question 
is, then what? How would these residents 
be able to enjoy their quality of  life? It 
doesn’t sound like there is an alternative 
solution.”
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ELECTION 2014

WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE?

By Brock Weir

Campaigning for her third term on 
Council in 2010, Wendy Gaertner wanted 
to help strengthen Oak Ridges Moraine 
legislation when it came up for review. 

Although that is still pending by the 
end of  2015, she remains firm in her 
mandate. Councillor Gaertner says she 
will again seek re-election wthis year to 
be part of  the debate she has followed so 
closely.  

“The plan was put in place to protect 
the environmental functioning of  this 
crucial natural feature, which lies 
partly within our boarders and I hope 
to be part of  the political team that 
works to keep the Moraine safe from 
developmental damage,” she says. 

Although seeking re-election with 
an environmental mandate, her view 
of  this Council term is less than rosy. 
In the last Council term, the phrase 
“Gang of  Six” was bandied about often 
as, more often than not, major decisions 
around the Council table 
came down in a 6 – 3 split. 
Not much has changed, 
just the players, and this 
term Councillor Gaertner 
has found herself  on the 
other side of  the equation. 

 “I’m almost always 
in the minority [and] 
it is hard not to get 
discouraged, but you can’t 
allow that,” she says. “I 
was elected to do what I 
thought would be right 
for the community. I have 
to keep presenting my 
point of  view, even though 
I know that I might fail 
to convince. I believe 
dissenting opinions are of  
value in a democracy.”

Looking back on her 
time on Council, she says 
she has always held the “democratic 
principles of  accountability, 
accessibility, and transparency” close 
to her heart. Unfortunately, she claims, 
she has not always had the opportunity 
to put those in action.

“Too much of  our business has been 
done behind closed doors without full 
public disclosure,” she says. “This 
doesn’t allow for the public to hold 
their politicians accountable for their 
actions.”

Among these issues, she says, are 
land sales and deals, particularly when 
it comes to the servicing of  business 
lands on Leslie Street, currently on the 
market by the Town. 

“This is the most secretive Council 
I have been on,” she says. “I want to 
bring as many of  the resolved issues 
as I can out of  closed session for public 
information. How can people assess 
how well we have represented the 
community if  they don’t know all the 
details of  what we have done?

“Another thing that is very important 
to me, and I have been a little attacked 

at the table for this, is continuing to 
insist our employment lands produce 
as many new, permanent, full-time well-
paying jobs for our citizens as possible. 
Not only will this help keep our taxes 
from rising drastically, it will allow 
many more of  us to live, work, and play 
in our own community. In my mind, 
warehouses and fitness facilities are not 
what we need to support employment or 
tax health.”

Also coming under close scrutiny 
by Councillor Gaertner are continuing 
renovations at the Aurora Family 
Leisure Complex (AFLC), as well as 
mounting costs of  the proposed Joint 
Operations Centre. With the latter, she 
says although she has always been 
supportive of  a new works yard, costs 
in this proposal have “gotten way out of  
control”, the same can be said, she adds, 
of  the AFLC renovations.

The problem, she says, is renovations 
were supposed to accommodate a 
Community Space for Youth, but youth 

space will clock in at less 
than two per cent of  the 
renovations. 

Councillor Gaertner 
spent 18 years running 
Hot Spot, a youth drop in 
centre, which eventually 
folded in the previous 
Council term. Although 
she says that doesn’t 
make her an expert on the 
subject, it does provide 
a degree of  insight into 
youth needs. 

“Putting a small space 
into a large building that 
has no separate entrance, 
that has no feeling for 
the youth that is in their 
space,” she says. “It is a 
mistake. I hope I will be 
proved wrong, but I really 
think this was [went 

about] in the wrong way. It is not a youth 
centre and it is certainly not the youth 
centre the community has been asking 
for since the late 1960s.”

So, why come back for more? 
In addition to wanting to have her say 

in any future development of  Moraine 
legislation, and bringing details of  
land deals out into the public, she 
says there is much left to do, including 
making the Aurora Council chamber 
accessible to everyone, particularly 
people in wheelchairs, and continuing 
to advocate for high quality job 
creation.

Looking back at this term, she says 
she is proud of  her work advocating 
for the Aurora Cultural Centre, 
for retaining the Town’s citizen 
advisory committees, and, although 
unsuccessful, providing her support 
for the Aurora jazz+ Festival.

But there is also a deeper reason. 
“This has been the most stressful, 

lowest paying and most interesting job 
I have ever had,” she says. “It’s true – 
politics kind of  gets in your blood.”

Gaertner wants to fight for 
Moraine if re-elected this fall

Hard work pays off for  
Lester B’s Eco Team

By Jeff Doner

Students at Lester B. 
Pearson have made it 
a mandate to help the 
environment by reducing 
waste and helping create 
awareness. 

Last week, the school’s 
eco-team celebrated their 
hard work throughout the 
year by holding a paperless 
and environmental day at 
the school.

Part of  the celebration 
was in response to finding 
out they were being 
awarded with a $1,000 
grant from the Ministry of  
Education to help fund the 
eco-team’s “Keep it Green” 
fundraising initiative 
to replace school water 
fountains with water bottle 
fill stations.

Ms. Duggan, a teacher 
who helps coordinate the 
eco-team, said the students 
have totally bought into 
the concept of  working to 
help the environment.

“We’re kind of  
celebrating our success 
and the fact that we found 
out this week that our 
water station was actually 
going to become a reality, 
we wanted to celebrate it 
by doing a little more to 
help the environment,” 
she said.

“These things go along 
with our eco-team and our 
initiatives to reduce our 
imprint that we are leaving 
in the world and so we’ve 
brought a lot of  initiatives 
forward this year. We 
also had a litterless lunch 
week where all students 
were encouraged to bring 

in reusable containers 
and the eco-reps handed 
out tickets to anyone who 
brought a litterless lunch 
for prizes.”

The eco-team also 
handed out reusable 
water bottles, do weekly 
presentations for 
their classes, do daily 
announcements and run 
a vigorous fundraising 
campaign throughout the 
year.

To purchase their water 
filling station, Ms. Duggan 
said the eco-team raised 
$650 themselves. That, 
coupled with the $1,000 
grant and some support 
from the school, and the 
filling station is soon to 
become a reality.

“It felt great because 
we worked really hard on 
it and we know everyone 
wants it, so it felt really 
good,” said grade 7 student 
and long-time eco-team 
member Mateen Mirzaei.

“I want to see more 
water stations. We 
currently have one that’s 
paid for, but we’ll try to 
get two more. One for each 
floor.”

His classmate and eco-
team cohort Logan Maier 
said he was also excited 
for the water filling station 
and was proud of  the eco-
team’s hard work.

“It’s great because you’re 
helping the environment, 
saving the world, teaching 
other people to be more 
eco friendly,” he said. “I 
got involved in the first 
place because I thought 
it was weird that people 
were throwing paper in the 

garbage and stuff  like that 
and started to think about 
why. So I got involved with 
the eco-team.”

Both students said they 
want to stay involved and 
help the environment once 
they graduate and head off  
to high school.

“I would like to see 
people just thinking about 
the environment more,” 
Logan said. “Instead of  
just randomly throwing 
your waste into whichever 
container, because people 
think it’s just a little bit, it 
won’t affect anything, but 
the more you do that the 
more affect it has.”

Ms. Duggan said 
the eco-team has been 
an incredible way for 
the students to learn 
new things, while also 
developing skills for the 
future.

“Being a good citizen, 
being a good person, 
caring about people, the 
environment, building 
relationships, to me the 
eco team is really what 
we do every week,” she 
said. “We brainstorm and 
work together every week. 
Through that we’re team 
building and instilling 
leadership skills in 
students.

“These are our future 
leaders of  tomorrow and 
the reason why I became 
a teacher was because I 
really wanted to make 
a difference and I really 
wanted to help make 
that difference and little 
change every day and we 
start with the students 
that we teach.”

Lester B. Pearson Public School students celebrate their win, receiving a grant to 
install water bottle filling stations within the school.     
             Auroran photo by Jeff Doner

“This has been the  

most stressful, 

lowest paying and 

most interesting 

job I have ever had.  

It’s true –  

politics kind of  

gets in  

your blood.”


